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EXTRACT PROM BISHOP PORTBTJS' WORKS. 

*^ This History \k spoken of in the higliMt terms bj men of the greatest lesnuog snd the 
■onndest jadgment, from its first pnbliestbn to the present time. 

^ The fidelity, the Teneity, snd the probity of Josephusy are nniTersallj allowed : and 
Sealiger in partieolar declares, that not only in the affiurs of the Jews, bat even of foreign 
Mrtions, he deosnres more credit than all the Greeli and Roman writers pat together. Certain, 
■t least it is, that he had the most asswitial qoalification for an historian— a perfect and aeea- 
rate knowledge of all the transactions which he relates ; that he had no prejudices to mislead 
him in the representotioo of them ; and that, above all, he meant no fiiTOar to the Christian 
onnse. For eren albwmg the so much controverted pasnge, in which he b supposed to bear 
tastimoiiy to Christ, to be genuine^ it doss not appear that he ever became a conTert to his 
religkm, bat ooatinQed probably a lealoas Jew to the end of his life." 

V\iU BUkop PorUf^t'9 Lednrtf, Vol. 11. p. 7U 
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LIFE OP FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 



§ 1. Thb ianuljr from which I am derived is not 
an ignoble one, but hath descended all along from 
the priests ; and as nobility among seyeral people 
is of a different origin, so with us to be of the sa* 
cerdotal dignitv, is an indication of the splendour 
of a family. Now, I am not only sprung from a 
sacerdotal family in general, but from the first of 
the twenty-four* courses ; and .as among us there 
is not only a considerable difTerenoe between one 
family of each course and another, I am of the 
chief fiunily of that first course also ; nav, farther, 
by my mother I am of the royal blood ; for the 
children of Asamoneus, from whom that lamily 
was derived, had hoth the office of the high priest- 
hood, and the dignity of a king, for a long time 
together. I will accordingly set down my proge- 
nitors in order. Mygrandfather's fatherwas named 
Simon, with the addition of Psellus : he lived at 
the same time with that son of Simon the high 
priest, who first of all the high priests was named 
Hyreanus. This Simon PselTus had nine sons, one 
of whom was ^latthias, called Ephlias : he married 
the daughter of Jonathan the high priest ; which 
Jonathan was the first of the sons of Asmoneus, 
who was high priest, and was the brother of Simon 
the high priest also. This Matthias had a son 
called Matthias Curtus, and that in the first year 
of the government of Hyreanus : hb son's name 
was Joseph, bom in the ninth year of the reign of 
Alexandra : his son Matthias was bom in the 
tenth year of the reign of Archelaus ; as was I 
boni to Matthias in the first year of the v^ga of 
Caius Csesar. I have three sons : Hyreanus, the 
eldest, was bom in the fourth year of'^ the reign of 
Vespasian, as was Justus bom in the seventh, and 
Agnppa in the ninth. Thus have I set down the 
genealogy of my family as I have found it describedf 
in the public records, and so bid adieu to those 
who fujumniat^ me [as of a lower oxiginal.] 

2. Now, my father Matthias was not onlv emi- 
nent on account of his nobility, but had a higher 

• W* m» bmw eocreet tlw •mar of tM latin enp> of the second 
book A^taut Aploa, Met. 8 <fiir tlM QrMk b Umm kwt), whleb mjn. 
tlMtv WinUiBn onlj Ibnr uWrn or teanm ct th« pjlwu, li«t««l of 
twwtttjJhmt. Nor b thli teotlmony to b* dltfasoidad, •• If Jflwphm 

tlM«miladlet«l what IM had sArimdlMn: Imomm ovm Um n 

I fwwi bfWer agTM* to tw«ntj.toor U»n to fcur ooai»«u wl 
tfiiBl CMb (tf thoM eonwa eontoinod abovo BOao n«n, whieli, 
lbr«alTtiar,wlDiiak«aotnwmtbMU>0,000 prieotot whm 
bcr \»MO, M muWidlod bf H Moa* moob Um moat im 
ocriv^iu, ,trortliawhil«Moi>I»,OT«naftorth«oaf.U»lty. 

n.y1LBMat lfi3.».«.a5, vilhKirmU^I 

w. 41. Vat win this oommon rending or notion 

•Tbiu Ibv MMirari of priwto. aarM i*lth Joaophiut own ftirthcr aawr* 
5»rtS5S?tSSq.'br»li: 3r«lT. Net. 7), that Da»ld-. partition of 
tba iiiliiti Into fnatr-taar eources, hwl continued to that dajr. 

tapeeteUyaetoUMprieeto. 8m Afiiin.t Aplon, b. 1. eeeC 7. 
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was in great reputation in Jerusalem, the greatest 
city we have. I was myself brought up with my 
brother, whose name was Matthias, for ne was my 
own brother, by both lather and mother ; and I 
made mighty proficiency in the improvements oi 
my learning, and appeured to have both a great 
memory and understanding. Moreover, when I 
was a child, and about fourteen yean of age, I was 
conunended by all for the love I had to Wwiing • 
on which account the high priests and principal 
men of the city came then fire<^uently to me toge- 
ther, in order to know my opinion about the accu- 
rate understanding of points of the law ; and when 
I was about sixteen years old, I had a mind to 
make trial of the several sects that were among us. 
These sects are three :— The first is that of the Pha- 
risees, the second that of the Sadduoees, and the 
third that of the Essens, as we have frequently told 
you ; for I thought that by this means I might 
choose the best, if I were onee acquainted with 
them all ; so I contented mvself with hard fax«, 
and underwent great difficulties, and went through 
them all Nor did I content n^yself with these 
trials only ; but when I was informed that one, 
whose name was Banus, lived iathe desert, and 
used no other clothing than grew upon trees, and 
had no other food Uian what grew of its own 
accord, and bathed himself in eold water frequently, 
both night and day, in order to preserve his chas- 
tity, I imitated him in those things, and continued 
with him three yearB.t So when I had accom- 
plished my desires, I returned back to the city, 
being now nineteen years old, and began to conduct 
myself according to the rules of tlie sect of the Pha- 
risees, which is of kin to the sect of the Stoics, as 
the Greeks call them. 

Z, But when I was in the twenty-sixth year of 
my age, it happened that F took a voyage to Rome ; 
and this on the occasion which I shall new describe. 
At the time when Felix was procurator of Jodea, 



« eaTe, that flma elstoen to nineteen, or for thne 
m made tital of the thrto JewWi eeele, the Pharlwt*, tfao Had. 
. and th« Eeaens, and jrel wf* pnaently. In all our copies, that I4 
itald beeidc* with one particular aaeetle, eallad Bamtu^ I^OD aVTO), 
wUk Mm, and thta etlU belbi« he waa nineteen, there le little room h-ft 
Cor hie trial of the thiee other eeeta. 1 auppoee. thereftne, that ft>r 
nap aVT«», wUk Um, the old leading might be nOp aVTOl^f 
mrtfk tham ; which b a very email emendation, and takes awaj the dlfll- 
eultr before us. Hor le Dr. HudoonH conjecture fainted nt bj Mr. Hall 
In hla preboe to the DooUmTb edition of Jgeephoa at all Impmbable, that 



ofJgeephaaatalllmpioli _. 

this Bannit, by thli his deeerlptlon. might well be a fbllower of John the 
Baptist, and that tnm him Joeephus might eaalljr imbibe such notUme, 
as afterwards prepared him to have a Ihvourable opinion of Jeeos airi«( 
himeelf, who was attested to bj John the Baptist 
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there were certain priests of my acquaintance, and 
very excellent persons they were, whom on a small 
and trifling occasion he had put into bonds, and 
sent to Rome to plead their cause before Ctesar. 
These I was desirous to procure deliverance for ; 
and that especially because I was informed that 
thev were not unmindful of piety towards God, even 
under their afflictions ; but supported themselves 
with flgs and nuts.* Accordingly I came to Rome, 
though it were through a great number of hazards, 
by sea ; for, as our ship was drowned in the Adri- 
atic Sea, we that were in it, being about six hun- 
dred in number,t swam for our lives all the night ; 
when, upon the first appearance of the day, and 
upon our sight of a ship of QTene, I and some 
others, eighty in all, by God's providence, prevent- 
ed the rest, and were taken up into the otiier ship : 
and when I had thus escaped, and was come to 
Dicearohia, which the Italians call Puteoli, I be- 
came acquainted with Aliturius, an actor of plays, 
and much beloved by Nero, but a Jew by birth ; 
and through his interest became known to Poppea, 
Ceesar's wife ; and took care, as soon as possible, 
to entreat her to procure that the priests might be 
et at liberty ; and when, besides, this fiivour, I 
ad obtained many presents from Poppea, I return- i 
ed home again. ;_ • 

4. And now I perceived innovations were already 
begun, and that there were a great nviny very 
much elevated^ in hopes of a revolt from the Ro- 
mans. I therefore endeavoured to put a stop to 
these tumultuous persons, and persuaded them to 
ehange their minds ; and laid before their eyes 
against whom it was that they were going to fight, 
and told them that they were inferior to the Romans 
not onljr in martial skill, but also in good fortune ; 
and desired them not rashly, and tStsr the most 
foolisli manner, to bring on the dangers of the most 
terrible mischiefs upon their country, upon their 

amilies, and upon themselves. And this I said 
^th vehement exhortation, because I foresaw that 
the end of such a war would be most unfortunate 
to us. But I could not persuade them ; for the 
madness of desperate men was quite too hard for 
me. 

5. I was then afraid, lest by inculcating these 
things 80 often, I should incur thehr hatred and 
their suspicions, as if I were of our enemies' party, 
and should run into the danger of being seized by 
by them and slain, since they were already pos- 

essed of Antonia, which was the citadel ; so I re- 
tired into the inner court of the temple ; yet did I 
go out of the temple again, after Manahem and the 
principal of Ihe band of robbers were put to death, 
when I abode among the high priests and the chief 
of the Pharisees ; but no small fear seized upon us 
when we saw the people in arms, while we ourselves 
knew not what we should do, and were not able to 
restriin the seiitious. However, as the danger 
was directly upon us, we pretended that we were 
of the same opinion with them ; but only advised 
them to be quiet for the present, and to let the 
enemv go away, still hoping that Gessius [Flonis] 
would not be long ere he came, and that with great 

• W«nwj note hM«, that fcUskMM men amoDftlM Jews, orat lent 
thoM that won piiesU, wan HmiHlinw aMettet abo, and, like Iianiel 
and Ma eompaniom in Babgrko (Dan. 1. S-M), ate no flwh, but Ji^t and 
wmU, ta. enl7. Thle «m like the iffpotpoytay or aoaten diet of 
the Ohriiitlan aeoeUes in PaMlon.Week. Gonitltut. ▼. 18. 

I It hm been tbonxht the number of Fanl and hto eooipanione on 
■blp-bcari (AcU xxvlT. m), which 
whenns we And here, that Joee 
jwn after tiw other, were about 



» numDcr or ram ana n» oompnnwiw on 
which are t78 In our eoplee, are too many ; 
Joeephns and hie oompaalona, a rery few 
Doutaoc. 



forces, and so put an end to these seditions pro- 
ceedings. 

6. But, upon his coming and fighting, he waa 
beaten, and a great many of those that were with 
.him fell ; and this disgrace which Gessius [with 
Cestius] received, became the calamity of our 
whole nation ; for those that were fond of the war 
were so far elevated with this success, that they 
had hopes of finally conquering the Romans. Oi 
which war another occasion was ministered ; which 
was this : — Those that dwelt in the neighbouring 
cities of Syria seized upon such Jews as dwelt 
amonff them, with their wives and children, and 
slew mem, when they had not the least occasion of 
complaint against them ; for they did neither at- 
tempt any innovation or revolt from the Romans, 
nor nad they given any marks of hatred or treach- 
erous designs towards the Syrians : but what was 
done by die inhabitants of Scythopolis was the 
most impious and most highly criminal of all ;t for 
when the Jews, their enemies, came upon them 
from without, they foreed the Jews that were 
among them to bear arms against their own coun- 
trvmen, which it is unlawful for us to do ;§ and 
when, by t^oir assistance, they had joined battle 
wj^h those who attacked them, and had beaten 
tjiem, after that victory thev forgot the assurances 
they had given these their fellow-citizens and con- 
federates, and slew them all ; being in number 
many ten thou^ds [13,000]. The like miseries 
were undergone oy those Jews that were the inha- 
bitants of Damascus ; but we have given a more 
accurate account of these things in the books of 
the Jewish war. I only mention them now, be- 
cause I would demonstrate to my readers that the 
Jews' war with the Romans was not voluntary, but 
that, for the main^ they were forced by necessity to 
ent«r into it. 

7. So when Gessius had been beaten, as we have 
said already, the principal men of Jerusalem, see- 
ing that the robbers and innovators had arms in 
great plenty, and fearing lest they, while they were 
unprovided with arms, should be in subjection to 
their enemies, which also came to be the case after- 
ward, — and, being informed that all Galilee had not 
yet revolted from the Romans, but that some part 
of it was still quiet, they sent me and two others ot 
tiie priests, who were men of excellent charactere, 
Joazar and Judas^ in order to persuade the ill men 
there to lay down their arms, and to teach them 
this lesson, — That it were better to have those arms 
reserved for the most courageous men that the na- 
tion had [than to be kept there] ; for that it had 
been resolved. That those our best men should al- 
ways have their arms ready against futurity ; but 
still so, that they should wait to see what the Ro- 
mans would do. 

8. When I had therefore received these instruc- 
tions, I came into Galilee, and found the people of 
Sepphoris in no small agony about their comitry, 
by reason that the Gralileans had resolved to plun- 
der it, on account of the friendship they had with 
the Romans ; and because they nad given their 
right hand, and made a league with Cestius Gallus^ 



t8eeJewUiWar,h.U.eh. aTlll.Mcta 

(The Jews mlahtooUeet tbb nalawfttfaMee of flgbtina ngalaeC their 
hrethien flpom that law of ICoeei (Lerlt. sis. Itf). **TiMm ehaJt na« 
stand i^net the blood of thy neighbour ;" and that(vvr. I7)» **ThMi 
•holt not aratge, nor bear any gmdge, agabivt the chtldrai of thy people • 
but thou thalt lore thy neighbour ae thyecif ;" ae weU ae fhmi nmuj 
other pbwee hi the PentnteofOh and Pio^tas See Antfq. b. riU. ch. 
vliLieetS. 
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tfa« proBident of Syria : but I delivered them all 
out of the fear they were in, and persuaded the 
multitude to deal Idndlv with them, and permitted 
them to send to those that were their own hoetages 
with Geeains to Dora, which is a city of PhoBuicia, 
as often as th^ pleased ; though I still found the 
mhabitaotB of Tiberias ready to take arms, and that 
an the oceasion following : — 

9. There were three fiustions in this city. The 
firrt was composed of men of worth and gravity ; 
of these Julius Capellus was the head. Now he, as 
well as all his companions, Herod theson of Miarus, 
and Herod the son of Gwnalus, and Compsus the 
son of Compsus (for as to Compsus's brother Cris- 
pus, who had once been goremor of the city under 
the great king* [Asrippa], he was beyond Jordan 
in his own possessions) ; all these persons before 
named gave their advice, that the city should then 
continuein their allegiance to tiie Romans and to the 
king ; but Pistns, who was guided by his son Jus- 
tus, did not ac<{nie8ce in that reeoludon, otherwise 
be was himself naturally of a good and virtuous 
character : but the seccnd fitction was composed of 
the most ignoble persons, and was determined for 
war. But as for Justus, the son of Pistus, who was 
the head of the third liaction, although he pretended 
to be doubtful about going to war, yet was he really 
desirous of innovation, as supposing that he should 
gain power to himself by the change of affairs. He 
therefore came into the midst of them, and endea- 
voured to inform the multitude that '^ the city Tibe- 
rias had ever been a city of Galilee ; and that rx 
the days of Herod the tetrarch, whc had built it, it 
had obtained the principal plaod ; and that he had 
ordered that the city Sepphoris should be subordi- 
nate to the city Tiberias : that they had not lost 
this pre-eminence even under Agrippa the father ; 
but had retained it until Felix was procurator of 
Judea ; but he told them, that now they had been 
so unfortunate as to be made a present by Nero to 
Agrippa, junior ; and that, upon Sepphoris's sub- 
mission of itself to the Romans, that was become 
the capital city of Galilee, and that the royal trea- 
smy and thearchiveswerenowremovedfromthem." 
When he had spoken these things, anda great many 
more against long Agrippa, in order to provoke the 
people to a revol^ he aaded. That " this 'wm the 
time for them to take arms, and join with the Gali- 
leans as their confederates (whom they mi^ht com- 
mand, and who would now willingly assist them, 
out of tiie hatred they bare to the people of Sep- 
phoris ; because they preserved their fidelity to the 
Romans), and to gather a great number of forces, 
in order to punish them." And, as he said this, he 
exhorted the multitude [to go to war] ; for his abili- 
ties lay in making harangues to the people, and in 
being too hard in hb speeches for such as opposed 
him, though they advised what was more to their 
advantage, and this by his craftiness and lus falla- 
cies, for he was not unskilful in the learning of the 
Greeks ; and in dependence on that skill it was 
that he undertook to write ahistory of these affairs, 
as aiming, by this wav of haranguing, to disguise 
tlie trath ; but as to this man, and how ill were his 
character and conduct of life, and how ho and his 
brother were, in great measure, the authors of our 
destruction^ I shall give the reader an account in 
the progress of my narration. So when Justus liad, 

• rat Ihif n««pd AfHpM, <he aUwr, wm of oU oaB«l a Grttri 
K**tt Mfa#i* i«p«afn byhboaliw ctiU mmdaiiist to which UaTrr. 
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by his persuasions, prevailed with tho citizens of 
Tiberias to take arms, nay, and had fotced a great 
manv so to do against their wills, he went out, and 
set the villages that belonged to Gadara and Hippos 
on fire ; which villages were situated on Uie holders 
of Tiberias, and of the region of Scythopolis. 

10. And this was the state Tiberias was now in; 
but as for Gischala, its affairs were thus : — When 
John, the son of Levi, saw some of the citizens much 
elevated upon their revolt from the Romans, he la- 
boured to restrain them ; and entreated them that 
they would keep their allegiance to them ; but he 
could not gain his purpose, although he did his 
endeavours to the utmost ; for the neighbouring 
people of Gadara, Gabara, and Sogana, with the 
Tyrians, got together a great army, and fell upon 
Gischala, and took Gischala by force, and set it on 
fire ; aad when they had entirely demolished it, they 
returned home. Upon which John was so enraged 
that he armed all his men, and joined battle with 
the people forementioued ; and rebuilt Gischala 
after a manner better than before, and fortified it 
with walls for its future security. 

11. But Gamala iiersevered in its allegiance to 
the Romans fbr the reason following : — Philip, the 
son of Jacimus, who was their governor under king 
Agrippa, had been unexpectedly preserved when 
the royal palace at Jerusalem had been beseiged ; 
but, as he fled away, had fallen into another dan- 
ger ; and that was' of being killed by Muiahem, 
and the robbers that were with him ; but certun 
Babjionians, who were of his kindred, and were 
then in Jerusalem, hindered the robbers from exe- 
cuting their design. SoPhilipstaid there four days, 
and fled away on the fifth, having disguised himself 
with fictitious hair, tliat be might not be discovered ; 
and when he was come to one of the villages to him 
belonging, but one that was situated at the borders 
of tlie citadel of Gamala, he sent to some of those 
that were under him, and commanded them to come 
to hint ; but God hindered that his intention, and 
this for his own advantage also ; for had it not so 
happened, he had certainly perished ; for a fever 
having seized upon him immediately, he wrote to 
Agripi>a and Bernice, and gave them to one of his 
freedmen to carry them to Varus, who at this time 
was procurator of the kingdoin, which the king and 
his sister had intmsted him withal, whUe they were 
gone to Berytus with an intention of meeting Gcs- 
sius. When Varus had received these letters of 
Philip, and had learned that he was preserved, he 
was veiy uneasy at it, as supposing ^t he should 
appear useless to the king and nis sister, now Philip 
was come. He therefore produced the carrier of 
the letters before the multitude, and accused him 
of forging the same ; and said, that he spake falsely 
when he related that Philip was at Jerusalem, 
fighting amongst the Jews asainst the Romans. So 
he slew him. And when this freedroan of Philip 
did not return again, PhiUp was doubtful what 
should be the occasion of his stay, and sent a second 
messenger with letters, that he might, upon his 
return, inform him what had befallen the other that 
had been sent before, and why he tarried so long. 
Varus^ accused this messenger also, when he came, 
of telling a falsehood, and slew him ; for he was 
puffed up by the S^rrians that were at Csesarca, and 
bad great expectations ; for they said that Agi'ippa 
would be slam by the Romans for the crimes which 
the Jews had committed, and tliat he should him- 
self tiike tlie government, as derived from tlieir 
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kings ; for Vurs was, by the confession of all, of 
l^e royal family, as being a descendant of Sohemus, 
who had enjoyed a tetrarchy aboat Libanus ; for 
which reason it was that he was puffed up, and 
kept the letters to himself. He contrired also that 
{he king should not meet with those writings, by 
guarding all the passes, lest any one should escape, 
and inform the King what had been done. He 
moreoyer slew many of the Jews, in order to gra- 
tify the Syrians of CsBsarea. He had a mind also 
to join with the Trachonites in Batanea, and to 
lake up arms and make an assault upon the Baby- 
aonian Jews that were at Ecbatana ; for that was 
the name they went by. He therefore called to 
him twelye of the Jews of Creaarea, of the best 
character, and ordered them to goto Ecbatana, 
and inform their countrymen who dwelt there. That 
Varus hath heard that ** you intend to march against 
the king ; but, not believing that report, he hath 
sent us to persuade you to lay down your arms ; 
and that this compliance will be a sign that he did 
well not to give credit to those that raised the re- 
port concerning you." He also enjoined them to 
send seventy of their principal men to make a de- 
fence for tnem as to the accusation laid against 
thenL So when the twelve messengers came to 
their countrymen at Ecbatana, and found that they 
had no designs of innovation at all, they persuaded 
them to send the seventy men also ; who, not at all 
suspecting what would come, sent them accord- 
ingly. S' these seventy went down to Cassarea, 
together /ith the twelve ambassadors ; where 
Varus met them with the king's forces, and slew 
them all together with the [twelve] ambassadors, 
and made an expedition, against the Jews of Ecba- 
tana. But one there was of the seventy who es- 
caped, and made haste to inform the Jews of their 
coming ; upon which they took their arms, with 
their wives and children, and retired to the citadel 
at Gramala, leaving their own vilhm^ full of all 
sorts of good things, and having many ten thou- 
sands of cattle tiierein. When Philip was informed 
of these things, he also came to the citadel of Ga- 
mala ; and when he was come, the multitude cried 
aloud, and desired him to resume the government, 
and to make an 'expedition against Varus and the 
Syrians of Ceasarea ; for it was reported that they 
had slain the king. But Philip restrained their 
zeal, and put them in mind of the benefits the king 
had bestowed upon them ; and told them how pow- 
erful the Romans were^ and said it was not for their 
advantage to make war with them ; and at length 
he prevuled with them. But now, when the kmg 
was acquainted with Varus*s design, which was 
to cut off the Jews of Csesaiea, being many ten 
thousands, with their wives and children, and all 
in one day, he called to him Equiculus Modius, and 
sent him to be Varus*s successor, as we have else- 
where related. But still Philip kept possesnon of 
the citadel of GamaU, and of the country adjoin- 
ing to it» which thereby continued in their allegi- 
ance to the Romans. 

12, Now, as soon as I was come into Galilee, and 
had learned this state of things by the information 
of such a8 told me of them, I wrote to the sanhe- 
drim at Jerusalem about them, and required their 
. direction what I should do. Their direction was, 
that I should continue there, and that, if my fel- 
luw-legates were willing, I should join with them 
in the care of Galilee. But those my fellow- legates, 
having gotten great riches from those tithes which 



as priests were their dues, and were given to them, 
determined to return to their own country. Yet 
when I desired them to stay so long, that we might 
first settle the public affairs, they complied with 
me. So I removed, together with them, from the 
city of Sepphoris, and came to a certain village 
called Betnmaus, four furlongs distant from Til^- 
rias ; and thence I sent messengers to the senate of 
Tiberias, and desired that the principal men of the 
city would come to me : and when they were come, 
Justus himself being also with them, I told them 
that I was sent to them b v the people of Jerusalem 
as a legate, together witn these other priests, in 
order to persiude them to demolish toat house 
which Herod the tetrarch had built there, and 
which had the figures of living creatures in it, aN 
though our laws have forbidden us to make any 
such figures ; and I desired that they would give 
us leave so to do immediately. But for a good 
while Capellus and the principal men belonging to 
the city would not give us leave, but were at lei^;th 
entirely overcome by us, and were induced to be 
of our opinion. So Jesus the son of Sapphias, one 
of those whom we have ahready mentioned as the 
leader of a seditious tumult of mariners and poor 
people, prevented us, and took with him certain 
Gahleans, and set the entire palace on fire, and 
thought he should get a great deal of mone^ there- 
by, because he saw some of the roofs gilt with 
gold. Thev also plundered a great deal of &e furni- 
ture, which was done witliout our approbation ; 
for, after we had discoursed with CapeUus and the 
principal men of the city, we departed from Beth- 
maus, and went into Upper Galilee. But Jesus 
and his party slew all the Greeks that were inha- 
bitants of Tiberias, and as many others as were 
their enemies before the war began. 

13. When I understood this state of things, 1 
^Tas greatly provoked, and went down to Tiberias, 
and took zdl the care I could of the royal furniture, 
to recover all that could be recovered from such 
as had plundered it. They consisted of candle- 
sticks made of Corinthian brass, and of royal tables, 
and of a great quantity of uncoined silver ; and I 
resolved to preserve whatsoever came to m^ hand 
for the king. So I sent for ten of the prmcipal 
men of the senate, and for Capellus the son of An- 
tvllus, and committed the furniture to them, with 
this charge. That theyshould part with it to nobody 
else but to myself. From thence I and m^ fellow- 
legates went to Gischala, to John, as desupous to 
know his intentions, and soon saw that he was for 
innovations, and had a mind to the principality, 
for he desired me to give him authority to carry off 
tliat com which belonged to Caesar, and lay in the 
vilkiges of Upper Gahlee ; and he pretended that 
he would expend what it came to m building tlie 
walls of his own city. But when I perceived what 
he endeavoured at, and what he had in his mind, 
I said I would not permit him so to do ; for that 
I thought either to Keep it for the Romans or for 
mj-self, now I was entrusted with the public affaii's 
there by the people of Jerusalem : but, when he 
was not able to prevail with me, he betook himself 
to my fellow-legates ; for they had no sagacity in 
providing for futurity, and were very ready to take 
bribes : so he corrupted them with money to de- 
cree. That all that com which was within his pro- 
vince sliould be delivered to him ; while I, who 
was but one, was outvoted by two, and held my 
tongue. Then did John introduce another cunning 
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coutrinnce of his ; for he said that those Jews who 
inhabited Caesarea Philippi, and were Bhnt np by 
the Older of the king's deputy there, had sent to 
him to desire him, tlutt, since they bad no oil that 
was pore for their nse, he would provide a sufficient 
quantity of such oil for them, lest they should be 
forced to make use of oil that came from the Greeks, 
and thereby transgress their own laws. Now this 
wasaaid by John, notoutof hisregard toreligion, but 
out of his most flagrant desire of gain ; for he knew 
that two sectaries were sold with them of Ceesarea 
for one drachma ; but that at Gischala fourscore 
sectaries were sold for four sectaries : so he gaye 
order that all the oil which was there should be 
carried away, as having my permission for so doing ; 
which yet I did not grant hun roluntarily, but only 
out of fear of the multitude, since, if I had forbid- 
den him, I should have been stoned by them. — 
When I had therefore pennitted this to be done 
by JcbDy he gained vast sums of money by this his 
knavenr. 

1 4. But when T had dismissed my fellow-legates, 
and sent them back to Jerusalem, I took care to 
have arms provided, and the cities fortified ; and 
when I had sent for the most hardy among the 
robbers, I saw that it was not in my power to take 
their arms from them ; but I persuaded the mul- 
titude to allow them money as pay, and told them 
it was better for them to give them a little willingly 
lather than to [be forced to] overlook them when 
they phmdered their goods from them. And when 
I had obliged them to take an oath not to come 
into that country, unless they were invited to come, 
or else when they had not weir pay given them, I 
dismiased them, and charged them neither to make 
an expedition against the Romans, nor against those 
their ndighbours that lay round about them ; for 
my first care was to keep Galilee in peace. ^ So I 
was willing to have the principal of the Galileans, 
in all seventy, as hostages for their fidelity, but 
still under the notion of friendship. Accordingly, 
I made them my friends and companions as I 
journeyed, and set them to judge causes ; and with 
their approbation it was that I gare my sentences, 
while I endeavoured not to mistake what justice 
required, and to keep my hands clear of all bribery 
in those determinations. 

1 5. I was now about the thirtieth year of my 
age ; in which time of life it is a hard thing for 
any one to escape the calumnies of the envious, 
altboof^ he restrain himself from fulfilling any 
unUiwful desires, especially where a person is in 
great authority. Yet did I preserve every woman 
free from Injuries ; and as to what presents were 
nifered me, I despised them, as not standing in 
need of them ; nor indeed would I take those 
tithes, which were due to me as a priest, from those 
that brought them. Yet do I confess, that I took 
part of the spoils of those Syrians which inhabited 
the cities Uiat adjoined to us, when I had conquered 
tbem« and that I sent them to my kindred at Jeru- 
salem ; although, when I twice took Seophoris by 
force, and Til^rias four times, and Gaoara once, 
and when I had subdued and taken John, who 
often hud treacherous snares for me, I did not 
punish [with death] either him or any of the peo- 
ple fote-named, as the progress of this discourse 
wQl show. And on this account, I suppose, it was 
that God,* who is never unacquainted with those 
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that do as thev ought to do, delivered me still out 
of the hands of these my enemies, and afterwards 
preserved me when I fell into those many dangers 
which I shall relate hereafter. 

16. Now the multitude of the Galileans had that 
great kindness for me, and fidelity to me, that when 
dieir cities were taken by force, and their wives 
and children carried into slavery, they did not so 
deeply lament for their own calamities, as they 
were solicitous for my preservation. But when 
John saw this, he envied me, and wrote to me, de- 
siring that I would give him leave to come down, 
and make use of the hot baths of Tiberias for the 
recovery of the health of his body. Accordingly, I 
did not hinder him, as having no suspicion of any 
wicked designs of his ; and I wrote to those to 
whom I had committed the administration of the 
affairs of Tiberias by name, that they should pro- 
vide a lodging for John, and for such as should 
come with liim, and should procure him what ne- ' 
cesfaries soever he should stand in need of. Now 
atchis time my abode was In a village of Galilee, 
which is named Cana. 

17. But when John was come to the city of Ti- 
berias, he persuaded the men to rev(dt from their 
fidelity to me, and to adhere to him ; and many of 
them gladly received that invitation of his, as ever 
fond of innovations, and by nature disposed to 
changes, and delighting in seditions ; but tney were 
chiefly Justus and his father Pistus that were ear^ 
nest ror their revolt from me, and their adherence 
to John. But I came upon them, and prevented 
them ; for a messenger had come to me from Siias, 
whom I had made governor of Tiberias, as I have 
said already, and had told me of the inclinations of 
the people of Tiberias, and advised me to make 
haste tnither ; for that if I made any delay, the 
city would come under another's jurisdiction. 
Upon the receipt of this letter of SBas, I took two 
hundred men along with me, and travelled all night, 
havin|; sent before a messenger to let the people of 
Tibenas know that I was coming to them-. When 
I came near to the city, idhich was early in the 
morning, the multitude came out to meet me, and 
John came with them, and saluted me, but in a 
most disturbed manner, as being afraid that my 
coming was to call him to an account for what I 
was now sensible he was doing. So he, in great 
haste, went to his lodging. But when I was in the 
open place of the city, having dismiwed the guards 
I haa about me, excepting one, and ten armed 
men that were with him, I attempted to make a 
speech to the multitude of the people of Tiberias ; 
and standing on a certain elevated place, I entreat- 
ed them not to be so hasty in their revolt ; for that 
such a change in their behaviour would be to their 
reproach, and that they would then justly be sus- 
pected by those that should be then: governors 
hereafter, as if they were not likely to be fiuthfiil 
to them neither. 

18. But before I had spoken all I designed, I 
heard one of my own domestics bidding me come 
down ; for that it was not a proper time to take 
care of retaining the good- will of the people of Ti- 
berias, but to provide for myown safety, and escape 
my enemies there ; for John had chosen the most 
trusty of those armed men that were about him out 
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ot tnofle thousand that lie had with him, and had 
eiven them orders, when he sent them to kill me, 
having learned that I was alone, excepting some of 
my domestics. So those that were sent came, as 
they were ordered, and they had executed wliat 
they came about, had I not leaped down from the 
elevation I stood on, and with one of my guards, 
whose name was James, been carried [out of the 
crowd] upon the back of one Herod of Tiberias, 
and guided by him down to the lake, where I 
seized a ship, and got into it, and escaped my ene- 
mies unexpectedly, and came to Tarichese. 

19. Now, as soon as the inhabitants of that city 
understood the perfidlousness of *^^he people of Ti- 
berias, tliey were greatly provo«%jd at tnem. So 
thev snatched up their arms, and desired me to be 
their leader against them ; for they said they would 
avenge their commander's cause upon them. They 
also carried the report of what had been done to 

* me to all the Galileans, and eagerly endeavoured to 
irritate them against the people of Tiberias, and 
desired that vast numbers of them would get toge- 
Uier, and come to them, that they might act in con- 
cert with their commander, what should be deter- 
mined as fit to be done. Accordingly, the GalU- 
leans came to me in great numbers, from all parts, 
with their weapons, and besought me to assault 
Tiberias, to take it by force, and to demolish it, till 
it lay even with the ground, and then to make slaves 
ef its inhabitants, with their wives and children. 
Those'that were Josephus's friends also, and had 
escaped out of Tiberias, gave him the same advice. 
But I did not comply with them, thinking it a ter- 
rible thing to begin a ^vil war among them ; for 
I thought that this oontjintion ought not to proceed 
€uthcr than words ; nay, I told them that it was 
not- for their own advan^ge to do what they would 
have me to do, while the- Romans expected no other 
tlian that we should destroy one another by our 
mutual seditions ; and by saying this, I put a stop 
to the anger of the Galileans. 

20. But now John was afraid for himself ; since 
his treachery had proved unsuccessful ; so he took 
the armed men that were about him, and removed 
from Tiberias to Gischala, and wrote to me to 
apologize for himself concerning what had been 
done, as if it had been dune wiwout h's approba- 
tion ; and desired me to have no suspicion of him 
to his disadvantage. He also added oaths and cer- 
tain horrible curses upon himself, and supposed 
he should be thereby believed in the points he >vrote 
about to me. 

21. But now another ^reat number of the Gali- 
leans came together agam with their weapons, as 
knowing the man, how wicked and how sadly |>er- 
jured he was, and desired me to lead them agamst 
him, and promised me that they would jiitterly 
destroy botti him and Gischala. Hereupon I pro- 
fessed that I was oblige to them for their reeidi- 
ness to serve me ; and that I would more than 
requite their good- wUl to me. However, ^Tentreated 
them to restrain themselves ; and begged of them 
to give me leave to do what I intended, which was 
to put an end to these troubles without, bloodshed ; 
and when 1 had prevailed with the multitude of the 
Galileans to let me do so,, 1 came to' Sepphoris. 

22. But the inhabitants of this city having deter- 
mined to oontmuei^'^^ir allegiance to the Romans, 
were afiraid or my^ coming to. them ; and tried, by 
putting me upon anotn^^action, to divert me, that 
they might be freed from Vhe terror they were in. 



Accordingly they sent to Jesus, the captainof those 
robbers who were in the confines of Ptolemaia, 
and promised to give him a great deal of money, if 
he woi^ld oome with those forces he had with him, 
which were in number eight hundred, and fight 
with us. Accordingly he complied with what they 
desired, upon the promises they had made him, and 
was desirous to fall upon us when we were unpre- 
pared for him, and knew nothing of his coming 
beforehand : so he sent to me, and desoed that I 
would give him leave to come andsalnteme. When 
I had given htm that leave, which I did without 
the least knowledge of his treacherous intentions 
beforehand, he took his band of robbers, and made 
liaste to come to me. Yet did not this knavery 
succeed well at last ; for, as he was already nearly 
approaching, one of those with him deserted him, 
and came to me, and told me what he had under- 
taken to do. When I was informed of this, I went 
into the market-plaoe, and pretended to kiiow no- 
thing of his treacherous purpose. I took with me 
many Galileans that were armed, as also some of 
those of Tiberias ; and when I had given orders 
that all the roads should be carefully guarded, I 
charged the keepers of tlie gates, to ^ve admit- 
tance to none but Jesus, when he came, with the 
principal of his men, and to exclude the rest ; and 
m case tliey aimed to force themselves in, to use 
stripes [in order to repel them]. Accordingly, 
those that had received such a charge did as they 
were bidden, and Jesus came in with a few others ; 
and when I had ordered him to tlirow down his 
arms immediately, and told him, that if he refused 
so to do, he was a dead man, he seeing armed men 
standing all round about hun, was terrified, and 
complied ; and as for those of his followers that 
were excluded, when they were informed that he 
was seized, they ran away. I then called Jesus to 
me by hixnself, and told him, that '< I was not a 
stranger to that treacherous design he had against 
me, nor was I ignorant by whom tie was sent for ; 
that, however, I would forgive him what he had 
done already, if he would re|>ent of it, and be fiiith- 
fttl to me hereafter." And thus, upon his promise 
to do aU that I desired, I let him go, and gave him 
leave to get those whom he had formerly had with 
him, together again. But I threatened the inha- 
bitants of Sepphoris, that, if they would not leave off 
their ungrateful treatment of me, I would punisli 
tliem sufficient!^'. 

23. At this time it Was that two great men, who 
were under the jurisdiction of the king [ Agrippa], 
came to me out of tlie region of Trachonitb, bnng- 
ing their horses and their arms, and carrying widi 
them their money also ; and when ihe Jews would 
force them to be cuxsumcised, if they would stay 
among them, I would not permit them to have any 
force put upon them,* but said to them, " Every 
one ought to worship God according to his own in- 
clinations, and not to be constrained by force ; and 
that these men, who had fled to us for protectioui 
ou^ht i^ot to be so treated as to repent of their 
coming hither." And when I had pacified the 
multitude, I provided for the men that werr) come 
to us whatsoever it was they wanted, according to 
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their iitaal wajr of living, aad that in great plenty 
also. 

24. Now King Agrippa sent an army to make 
themselTes masters of the citadel of Gamala, and 
OTer it EUinieulus Modiiis ; but the forces that were 
■ent were not enow to encompaae the citadel 
quite Toond, but Uy before it in the open places, 
and besieged it. But when Ebutius the decurion, 
'vrho was intrusted with the government of the 
great plain, heard that I was at Simonias, a village 
Bitoated in the confines of Galilee, and was distant 
from him sixty farIon}!;8, he took a hundred horse- 
men that were wiUi him by night, and a certain 
number of footmen, about two hundred, and brought 
the inhabitants of the city Gibea along with him as 
auxiliaries, and marched in the night, and came to 
the village where I abode. Upon this I pitched 
my camp over against him, which had a great 
number of forces m it ; but Ebutius tried to oraw 
OS down into the plain, as greatly depending upon 
his horsemen ; but we would not come down ; for 
wben I was satisfied of the advantage that his horse 
would have if we came down into the plain, while 
we were all footmen, I resolved to join battle with 
the eDomr where I was. Now Ebutius and his 
party maoe a courageous opposition for some time : 
but when he saw tl^t his horse were useless to him 
in that pUoe, he retired back to the city Gibea, 
having lost three of his men in the fight So I fol- 
lowed him directly with two thousand armed men ; 
aad iidien I was at the city Besara, that lay in the 
confines of Ptolemais, but twenty furlongs from 
Gibea, where Ebutius abode, I placed my armed 
men on the outside of the village, and gave orders 
that they should guard the passes with great care, 
that the enemy might not disturbua until we should 
have carried off the com, a great quantity of which 
lay there : it belonged to Bemioe the ^ueen, and 
had been gatJiered together out of the neighbouring 
villages into Besara : so I loaded my camels and 
asses, a great number of which I had broudbt along 
with me, and sent the com into Gralilee. When I 
had done this, I offered Ebutius battle ; but when 
he would not accept of the offer, for he was terrified 
at our readiness and courage, I altered my route, 
aiid marched towards Neopolitanua, because I had 
beard that the country about Tiberias was laid 
iraste by him. This Neopolitanua was captain of a 
troop of horse, and had the custody of Scythopolis 
intrusted to his care by the enemy ; and when I 
bad hindered him from doing any farther mischief 
to Tiberias, I set myself to make provision for the 
affain of Galilee. 

25. But when John, the son of Levi, who, as we 
before told yon, abode at Gischala, was informed 
how ail thin^ had succeeded to my mind, and that 
I was moch m fiivour with those that were under 
me, as also that the enemv were greatly afiraid of 
me, he was not pleased with it, as winking my pros- 
perity tended to his ruin. So he took up a bitter 
envy and enmity against me ; and hoping, that if 
he eonld inflame those that were under me to hate 
me, he should put an end to the prosperity I \vas 
in, he tried to persuade the inhabitants of Tiberias, 
and of Sepphoris (and for those of Gabara he sup- 
posed they would be also of the same mind with 
the others), which were the fpreatest cities of Gali- 
lee, to revolt from their subjection to me, and to 
be of his party ; and told them that he would coni- 
miod them better than I did. As for the people 
3f Sepphfiorifl, who belonged to neitherof us, because 



they had ohosen to be in subjection to the Romana 
they did not comply with his proposal ; and for 
those of Tiberias, they did not indecMi so far comply 
as to make a revolt from under me, but they agreed 
to be his friends, while the inhabitants of Gabara 
did go over to John ; and it was Simon that per- 
sask&d them so to do, one who was both the prin- 
cipal man in the city and a particular friend and 
companion of John. It is true, these did not 
opemy own the making a revolt, because they were 
in great fear of the Galileans, and had* frequent 
experience of the good-will they bore to me ; yet 
did they privately watch for a proper opportunity 
to lay snares for me ; and indeed I thereby came 
into the greatest danger on the occasion foUowing. 

26. There were some bold young men of the 
village of Dabaritta, who observed that the wife of 
Ptolemy, the king's procurator, was to miUte a pro- 
gress over the great plain with a mighty attendance, 
and with some horsemen that followed as a guard 
to them, and this out of a country that was subject 
to the long and queen, into the jurisdiction of the 
Romans ; and fell mx)n tliem on a sudden, and 
obliged the wife of Ptolemy to fly away, and plun- 
ders all the carriages. They also came to me to 
Taricheae, with four mules* loading of garments, 
and other furniture ; and the weight of the silver 
they brought was not small ; and there were five 
hundred pieces of gold also. Now I had a mind 
to preserve these spoils for Ptolemy, who was my 
countryman ; and it is prohibited* by our Uws 
even to npoil our enemies ; so I said to those that 
brought tnese spoils, that ihey ought to be kept, in 
order to rebuilu the walls of Jerusalem with them 
when they came to be sold ; but the youi|g men 
took it very ill that they did not receive a part of 
those spoils for themselves, as they expected to 
have done ; so they went among the villages in the 
neighbourhood of Tiberias, and told the people that 
I WHS going to betray their country to the Romany, 
and that I used deceitful language to them, when 
I said that what had been thus gotten by rapine 
should be kept for the rebuilding of the walls of 
the city of Jerusalem ; although I had resolved to 
restore these spoils asain to uieir former owner ; 
and indeed they were herein not mistaken as to my 
intentions ; and when I had gotten clear of them, 
I sent for two of tlie principal men, Dassion, and 
Janneus the son of Levi, persons that were among 
the chief friends of the lung, and commanded them 
to take Uie furniture that had been plundered, and 
to send it to him ; and I threatened that I would 
order them to be put to death by way of punish- 
ment, if they discovered this my command to any 
other person. 

27. Now, when all Galilee was filled with this 
rumour, that their country was about to be betrayed 
by me to the Romans, luod when all men were ex- 
asperated against me, and reaAy to bring me to 
punishment, the inhabitants of TarichesB did also 
themselves suppose that what the young men said 
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was true, and penuaded my guards and armed 
men to leave me when I was asleep, and to come 
presently to the hippodrome, in order there to 
take cocmsel against me their commander ; and 
when they had prevailed with them, and they were 
gotten together, they found there a great company 
assembled already, who all joined in one clamour, 
to bring the man who was so wicked to them as to 
betray them, to his due punishment ; and it was 
Jesus, the son of Sapphias, who principally set 
them on. He was ruler in Tibenas^ a wicked man, 
and naturally disposed to make disturbances in 
matters of consequence ; a seditious person he was 
indeed, and an innovator beyond every body else. 
He then took the laws of Moses into his hands, and 
came into the midst of the people, and said, ^ O 
my fellow-citizens ! if you are not disposed to hate 
Joeephus on your own account, have regard, how- 
ever, to these laws of your country, which your 
commander-in-chief is going to betray ; hate him 
therefore on both these accounts, and bring the 
man who hath acted thus insolently, to his deserved 
punishment" 

28. When he had said this, and ihe multitude 
had openly applauded him for what he had said, he 
took some of the armed men, and made haste away 
to the house in wliich I lodged, as if he would kill 
me immediately, while I was wholly insensible of 
all till this disturbance happened ; and by reason 
ot the pains I had been taking, was fidlen fast 
asleep ; 1)ut Simon, who was intrusted with the care 
*d my body, and was the only person that stayed 
with me, and saw the violent incursion the citizens 
made upon me, awaked me and told me of the dan- 
ger I %as hi, and desired me to let him kill me, 
that I might die bravely and like a general, before 
my enemies came in, and forced me [to kill myself] 
or killed me themselves. Thus did he discourse to 
me ; but I committed the care of my life to God, 
and made haste to go out to the multitude. Ac- 
cordingly, I put on a black garment, and hung my 
sword at my neck, and went by such a different 
way to the hippodrome, wherein I thought none of 
my adversaries would meet me ; so I appeared 
among them on the sudden, and fell down flat on 
the earth, and bedewed the ground with my tears : 
then I seemed to them an object of compassion ; 
and when I perceived the change that was made 
in the multitude, I tried to divide their opinions 
before the armed men should return from my nonse ; 
so I granted them that I had been as wicked as 
they supposed me to be ; buteitill I entreated them 
to let me first inform them for what use I had kept 
that money which arose from the plunder ; and that 
they might then kill me, if they pleased : and, 
upon the multitude's ordering me to speak, the 
armed men came npon me, and when they saw me, 
they ran to killnne ; but when the multitude bade 
them hold their liands, they complied ; and expect- 
ed that as soon as I should own to them, that I 
kept the money for the king, it would be looked on 
as a confession of my treason, and they should then 
be allowed to kill me. 

29. When, therefore, silence was made by the 
whole multitude, I spake thus to them : — <^ my 
countrymen I I refuse not to die, if justice so re- 
quire. However, I am desirous to tell you the truth 
of this matter before I die ; for as I know that this 
city of yours [TarichesB] was a city of great hospi- 
tality, and filled witSi abundance of such men as 
have left their own countries, and are come hither 



to be partakers of your fortune, whatever it be, I 
had a mind to build walls about it, out of thismoney, 
for which you are so angry with me, while yet it 
was to be expended in building your own wUls." 
Upon my saying this, the people of TarichesB and 
the strangers cned out, That ''they gave me thanks ; 
and desired me to be of good courage,*' although 
the Galileans and the people of Tiberias continued 
in their wrath against me, insomuch that there 
arose a tumult among them, while some threatened 
to kill me, and some bade me not to regard them ; 
but when I promised them that I would build them 
walls at Tiberias, and at other cities that wanted 
them, they gave credit to what I promised, and re- 
turned every one to his own home. So I escaped 
the forementioned danger, beyond all my hopes ; 
and returned to my own house, accompanied with 
my friends, and twenty armed men also. 

30. However, these robbers and other audiors 
of tills fumult, who were afraid on their own ac- 
count, lest I should punish them for what they had 
done, took six hundred armed men, and came to 
the house where I abode, in order to set it on fire. 
When this their insult was told me, I thought it 
indecent for me to run away, and I resolved to ex- 
pose myself to danger, and to act with some bold- 
ness ; BO I gave order to shut the doors, and went 
up into an upper room, and desired that they would 
send in some of their men to receive the money 
[from the spoils] ; for I told them they would then 
have no occasion to be angry with me ; and when 
they had sent in one of the boldest of them all, I 
had him whipped severely ; and I commanded that 
one of his hands should be cut off, and hung about 
his neck ; and in this case was he put out to those 
that sent him. At which procedure of mine they 
were greatly affrighted, and in no small consterna- 
tion ; and were afraid that they should themselves 
be served in like manner, if they stayed there ; for 
they supposed that I had in the house more armed 
men than they had themselves ; so they ran away 
immediately, while T, by the use of this stratagem, 
escaped this their second treacherous design against 
me. 

31. But there were still some that irritated the 
multitude against me, and said that those g^reat 
men that belonged to the king ouffht not to be suf- 
fered to live, if they would not change their reli- 
gion to tTie religion of those to whom they fled for 
safety ; thev spake reproachfully of them also, and 
said that they were wizards, and such as called 
in the Romans upon them. So the multitude was 
soon deluded by such plausible pretences as were 
agreeable to their own inclinations, and were pre- 
vailed on by them ; but when I was informed of 
this, T instructed the multitude again, that those 
who fled to them for refuge ought not to be perse- 
cuted : I also laughed at the allegation about 
witchcraft ;* and told them that the Romans 
would not maintain so many ten thousand soldiers, 
if they could overcome their enemies by wizards. 
Utpn my saying this, the people assented for a 
wmle ; but they returned again afterwards, as irri- 
tated by some ill people against the great men , 
nay, they once made an assault upon 5ie house in 
which they dwelt at Tarichese, in order to kill 
them ; which, when I was informed of, I was afraid 
lest so horrid a crime should lake effect, and no- 

• Here w« mny obMnr* the ruIgMr Jewich nflnno of- witpbenft; but 
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body else would make that city their refuge any 
more. I therefore came myself, and some others 
with me, to the house where these great men lived, 
and locked the doors, and had a trench drawn from 
their house leading to the lake, and sent for a ship, 
and embarked therein with them, and sailed to the 
confines of Hippos : I also paid diem the value of 
their horses ; nor in tach a flight could I have 
their horses brought to them. I then dismissed 
them ; and begged of them earnestly that they 
would courageously bear this distress which befell 
them. I was also myself greatly displeased that I 
was compelled to expose those mat had fled to me, 
to go ag^ into an enemy's country ; yet did I 
think it more eligible that they diouid perish 
among the Romans, if it should so happen, than in 
the eoonftry that was under my jurisdiction. How- 
ever, diey escaped at length, and king Agrippa 
forgave them their offences ; and this was the con- 
clusion of what concerned these men. 

33. But as foir the inhabitants of the city of Ti- 
berias, they wrote to the king, and desired him to 
send them forces sufficient to be a guard to their 
oountiy ; for that they were desirous to come over 
to him. This was what they wrote to him ; but 
when I came to them, the^ desired me to build 
tfaor walls, as I had promised them to do ; for 
they had heard that tne walls of Taricheoe were 
slrndy built I agreed to their proposal accord- 
ingly ; and when 1 had made preparation for the 
eatire building, I gave order to ttie architects to 
go to work ; but on the third day, when I was 
gone to Tarichece, which was thirty furlongs dis- 
tuxt from Tiberias, it so fell out, that some Roman 
horsemen were discovered on their march, not far 
from the city, which made it to be supposed that 
die forces were come from the long ; upon which 
they shouted, and lifted up their voices in com- 
mendations of the king, and in reproaches against 
ise. Hereupon one came running to me, and told 
me what their dispositions were ; and that they 
had resolved to revolt from me : — ^upon hearing 
which news I was very much alarmed ; for I had 
slrcady sent away my armed men from Taricheae 
to their own homes, because the next day was our 
Ssbbath ; for I would nothavethepeople of Taricheee 
(iistaibed {on that day] by a multitude of soldiers ; 
sad, indeed, whenever I sojourned at that city, I 
never took any particular care for a guard about 
my evBbodv, because I had had frequent instances 
•f the fidelity its inhabitants bore to me. I had 
BOW sbont me no more than seven armed men, be- 
sides some friends, and was doubtful what to do ; 
for to send to recall my own forces I did not think 
proper, because the present day was almost over ; 
iod had those forces been witii me, I could not 
take up arms on the next day, because our Uiws 
forbade us so to do, even though our necessity 
•boald be very great ; and if I should permit the 
people of Taricnese, and the strangers with them, 
to gDard the city, I saw that they would not be 
nffieieat for that purpose, and I perceived that I 
•hoold be obliged to delay my assistance a great 
while ; ibr I thought witii myself that the forces 
that came from the king would prevent me, and 
that I should be driven out of the city. I consi- 
dered, therefore, bow to get dear of these forces 
l>7 a stratagem ; so I immediately placed those 
my friends of Taricheee, on whom I could best 
Mofide, at the gates, to watch those very care- 
Uly who went out at those gates ; I also called 



to me the heads of families, and bade every 
one of them seize upon a ship,* to go on board it, 
and to take a master with them, and follow him tc 
the city of Tiberias. I also myself went on board 
one of those ships, with my friends, and the seven 
armed men already mentioned, and sailed for 
Tiberias. 

33. But now, when the people of Tiberias per- 
ceived that there were no forces come from the 
king, and yet saw the whole lake fuU of ships, they 
were in fear what would become of their city, and 
were greatly terrified, as supposing that the ships 
were full of men on board ; so they then changed 
their minds, and threw down their weapons, and 
met me with their wives and children, and made 
acclamations to me with great commendations ; for 
thev imagined that I did not know their former 
inclinations [to have been against me], so they 
persuaded me to spare the city ; but when I waa 
come near enough, I gave order to the masters of 
the ships to cast anchor a good way off the land, 
that the people of Tiberias might not perceive that 
the ships had no men on board ; but I went nearer 
to the people in one of the ships, and rebuked them 
for their folly, and that they were so fickle as, 
without any just occasion in the world, to revolt 
from their fidelity to me. However, I assured 
them that I would entirely forgive them for the 
time to come, if they would send ten of the ring- 
leaders of the multitude to me ; and when they 
complied readily with this proposal, and sent me 
the men forementioned, I ^ut them en board a ship, 
and sent them a^-ay to Tarichese, and ordered them 
to be kept in prison. 

34. And by this stratagem it was that I gradu- 
ally got all the senate of Tiberias into my power, 
and sent them to the city forementioned, with many 
of the principal men among the populace ; and 
those not fewer in number than the other ; but, 
when the multitude saw into what great miseries 
they had brought themselves, they deeded me to 
punish the author of this sedition : his name was 
Clitus, a young man, bold and rash in his under- 
takings. Now, since I thought it not agreeable to 
piety to put one of my own people to death, and 
yet found it necessary to punish him, I ordered 
Levi, one of my own guards, to go to him, and cut 
off one of Clitus's hands ; but as he that was order- 
ed to do this, was afraid to go out of the ship alono 
among so great a multitude, I was not willing that 
the tmiorousness of the soldier should appear to 
the people of Tiberias ;— so I called to Chtus him- 
self, and said to him, ** Since thou deservest to lose 
both thine hands for tiiy ingratitude to me, be thou 
thine own executioner, lest if thou refusest so to 
be, thou undergo a worse punishment." And 
when he eamestiy begged of me to spare him one 
of his hands, it was with difficulty that I granted 
it. So, in order to prevent the loss of both his 
hands, he willingly took his sword, and cut off ha 
own left hand ; and this put an end to^he sedition. 

35. Now the men of Tiberias, after I was gone 
to Taricheie, perceived what stratagem I had used 
against them, and they admired how I had put an 
end to their foolish sedition, without sheddmg of 

• Inthta aeetloD, mwbII.. IntheWMdaa, ttHmmmUym^ibat 
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blood. But now, when I had sent for some of those 
nibltitudes of the people of Tiberias out of prison, 
ifciiH»ug whom were Jostiis and his father Pistus, I 
mi^ie them to sup with me ; and during our sup- 
pet time I said to them, that I knew the power of 
the Romans was superior to all others ; but did 
not say so [publicly] because of the robbers. So 
I advised them to do as I did, and to wait for a 
proper opportunity, and not to be uneasy at my 
being their commander ; forihat they could not 
expect to have another who would use the like 
moderati<m that I had done. I also put Justus in 
mind how the Galileans had cut off nis brother's 
hands before ever I came to Jerusalem, upon an 
Accusation laid against him, as if he had been a 
rogue, and had forged some letters ; as also how 
the people of GanuUa, in a sedition they raised 
against the Babylonians, after the departure of 
Philip, slew Chares, who was a kinsman of Phi- 
lip, and withal how they had wisely punished 
Jesus, his brother Justus's sister's husband [with 
death]. When 1 had said this to them during 
supper>time, I in the morning ordered Justus, and 
uU the rest that were in prison, to be loosed out of 
it, and sent away. 

36. But before this, it happened that Philip, the 
son of Jadmus, went out of the citadel of Gamala 
upon the following occasion: When Philip had 
been informed that Varus was put out of his go- 
vernment by king Agrippa, and that Equicdus 
Modius, a man that was of old his friend and com- 
panion, was come to succeed him, he wrote to him, 
and related what turns of fortune he had had, and 
desired him to forward the letters he sent to the 
king and queen. Now, when Modius had received 
these letters, he was exceedingly glad, and sent the 
letters to the king and queen, who were then about 
Berytus. ButwhenkingA^ppaknewthat the story 
about Philip vrsB false (for it had been given out, that 
the Jews had begun a war with the Romans, and 
that this Philip had been their commander in that 
war), he sent some horsemen to conduct Philip to 
hiin ; and when he was come, he saluted him very 
obligingly, and showed him to the Roman com- 
manders, and told them that this was the man of 
whom the report had gone about as if he had re- 
volted from the Romans. He also bid him to take 
some horsemen with him, and to go quickly to the 
citadel of Ganuda, and to bring out thence all his 
domesticB, and to restore the Babvlonians to Bata- 
nea again. He also gave it him m charge to take 
all possible care that none of his subjects should 
be guilty of making any innovation. Accordingly^ 
upon these directions fii^m the king, he made hi^to 
to do wliat he was commanded. 

37. Now there was one Joseph, the son of a fe- 
male physician, who excited a g^reat many voung 
men to join with him. He also insolently addres- 
sed himself to the principal persons at Gamala, 
and persuaded them to revolt from the king, and 
take up arms, and gave them hopes that they 
should, by hb means, recover their liberty : and 
some Ihey forced into the service ; and those that 
would noi acquiesce in what they had resolved on, 
they slew. They also slew Chares, and with him 
Jesus, one of his kinsmen, and a brother of Justus 
of Tiberias, as we have already said. Those of 
Gamala also wrote to me, desiring me to send them 
an armed force, and workmen to raise up the walls 
of their city ; nor did I reject either of their re- 
qnests. Tlie region of GaulanitiB did also revolt 



from the king, as far as the vilUge Solyma. I also 
built a wall about Seleucia and Soganni, which are 
villages naturally of very great strength. More- 
over, I, in like manner, walled several vilkiges of 
Upper Galilee, though they were very rocky of them- 
selves. Their names are Jamnia, and Meroth, and 
Achabare. I also fortified^ in the Lower Galilee, 
the cities Taricheae, Tiberias, Sepphoris, and the 
villages, the cave of Arbela, Bersobe, Selamin, 
JoCapata, Capharecho, and Sigo, and Japlia, and 
Mount Tabor.* I also htid up a great quantitv of 
com in these places, and arms withal, that might 
be for their security afterward. 

38. But the hatred that John, the son of Levi, 
bore to me, grew now more violent, while he could 
not bear m^ prosperity with patience. So he pix>- 
posed to himself, by all means possible, to make 
away with me ; and built the walb of Gischala, 
which was the place of his nativity. He then sent 
his brother Simon, and Jonathan, the son of Sisen- 
na, and about a hundred armed men, to Jerusalem, 
to Simon, the son of Gamaliel,t in order to per- 
suade him to induce the commonalty of Jerusalem 
to take from me the government over the Galileans, 
and to give their suffrages for oonferting tliat 
authority upon him. This Simon was of the city 
of Jerusalem, and of a very noble familv, of the 
sect of the Pharisees, which are supposed to excel 
others in the accurate knowledge of the laws of 
their country. He was a man ofgreat wisdom and 
reason, and capable of restoring public affairs by 
his prudence, when they were in an ill posture^ 
He was also an old friend and companion of John ; 
but at that time he had a difference with me. 
When therefore he had received such an exhorta- 
tion, he persuaded the high priests, Ananus, and 
Jesus the son of Gamala, and some others of the 
same seditious faction, to out me down, now I was 
growing so great, and not to overlook me while I 
was aggrandizing myself to tlie height of glory ; 
and he said that it would be for the advantage of 
the Galileans if I were deprived of my government 
there. Ananus also, and his friends, desired them 
to make no dekiy about the matter, lest I should 
get the knowledge of what was doing too soon, and 
should come and makean assault upon the city with a 
greatarmy. This wasthe counsel of Simon ; but Ana- 
nus the high priest demonstrated to them that this 
was not an easy thing to be done, because many of 
the high prieste and of the rulers of the people, bore 
witness that I had acted like an excellent general, 
and that it was the work of ill men to accuse one 
against whom they had nothing to say. 

39. When Simon heard Ananus say this, he de- 
sired that the messengers would conceal the thing, 
and not let it come among many : for that he would 
take care to have Josephus removed out of Galilee 
very quickly. So he called for John's brother [Si- 
mon], and charged him that they should send pre- 
sents to Ananus and his friends : for, as he said, 
they might probably by that means, persuade them 
to change their minds. And indeed Simon did at 
lengththus compass what he aimed at ; for Ananus, 
and those with him,being corrupted by bribes, agreed 
to expel me out of Galilee, witttout making the rest 

• Part or th«M ftMftificationa on Mount TRbor maj te tboM stlU ra- 
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•Mie eitizens acquainted with what they were doing. 
Aeoordingly they resolved to sendmen of distmetion 
IS to their fiimilies, and of distinetion aa to their 
learning also. Two of these were of the popalaee, 
Jonathan* and Anamasy hj sect Pharisees ; whfle 
the third, Joar, was of the stock of the priests, and 
a Pharisee also ; and Simon, the last of them, was 
of the jrouni^est of the high priests. These had it 
given Aeni in ehaige, that, when they were come to 
the moltitude of the Galileans, they snotild ask them 
what was the reason of thdr love to me f and if 
they sud that it was hecanse I was bom at Jerusa- 
lem, that they should reply, that they four were all 
bom at the same place ; and if they should Bay, it 
wns because I was well yersed in their law, they 
sboald reply, that neither were they unacquainted 
with the praetices of their country ; but if, besides 
tliese, they should say they loved me because I was 
a priest, they should reply, that two of these were 
pricHts also. 

40. Now, wlien they had given Jonathan and his 
companions thene instructions, they gave them forty 
thousand [draehmte] out of the public money : but 
when they heard that there was a certain Galilean 
that then sojourned at Jerusalem, whose name was 
Jesus, who bad about him a band of six hundred 
anned men, they sent for him, and gave him three 
months* pay, and gave him orders to follow Jonathhn 
and his companions, and be obedient to them. They 
also gave money to three hundred men that were 
citizens of Jerusalem to maintain them all, and or- 
dered them also to follow the ambassadors ; and 
when they had complied, and were gotten ready for 
flie march, Jonathan and his companions went out 
with them, having along with them John's brother 
And a hundred arm^d men. The charge that was 
given them by those that sent them was this : That 
if I would volnntarilylaydownmy arms, they should 
said me alive to the city of Jerusalem : but that, 
m ease I opposed them, they should kill me, and 
fear nothing ; for that it was their command for 
them so to do. They also wrote to John to make 
all ready for fighting me, and gave orders to the 
mhabitaDti of Sepphoris, andGabaia, and Tiberias, 
to send auxiliaries to John. 

41. Now, as my father wrote me an account of 
mis (for Jesns the Son of GamaU, who was present 
m that council, a friend and companion of mine, 
toM hSm of it), I was very mndi troubled, as dis- 
covering thereby that my fellow-citizens proved so 
vngratM to me, as, out of envy, to rive order that 
I should be sUin ; my Ikther eamesSy pressed me 
also in his letter to come to him, for that he longed 
to see his son before he died. I informed my 
tnendt of these things, and that in throe days' time 
I should leave the country and go home. Upon 
lieariiy this, they were all very sorry, and desired 
», with tears in thebr eyes, not to leave them to be 
wtroyed ; for so they thought they should be, if I 
^en deprived of the command over them : but as 
I *d not grant their request, but was taking care 
of my own safety, the Galileans, out of their dread 
^ the consequence of my departure, that they 
ilKmld then be at the mercy of the robbers, sent 
messeugisis over all Galilee to inform them of my 
^nolotion to leave them. Whereupon, as soon as 
they heard it, they got together in great numbers, 
frnm all parts, with their wives and children ; and 
^ they did, am it appeared to me, not more out of 

* lUi <MMhM U afao takm nottoe <tf la Ifat LnUn aotci, MtiM MiM 
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their affection to me, than out of their fear on their 
own account ; for, while I staid with them, they sup- 
posed that they diould suffer no harm. So they all 
came into the great phun, wherein I lived, the name 
of which was Aaochis. 

42. But wonderful it was what a dream I saw 
that very night ; for when I had betaken myself to 
my bed, as grieved and disturbed at the news that 
had been written to me^ it seemed to me, that a 
certain per8on8toodbyme,t and said, ''O Joeephus ! 
leave off to afHict thy soul, and put away all fear ; 
for what now grieves thee will render thee very 
considerable, and in all respects most happy ; for 
thou shalt get over not only these difficumes, but 
many others, with great success. However, be not 
cast down, but remember that thou art to fight 
with the Romans." When I had seen this drcMtm, 
I got up with an intention of going down to the 
plain. Now, when the whole miStitude of the Grali- 
leans, among whom were the women and children, 
saw me, they threw themselves down upon their 
fkces, and, with tears in their eyes, besouj^t me not 
to l^ve them exposed to their enemies, nor to go 
away and permit their country to be injured by 
them ; but, when I did not comply with their en- 
treaties, they compelled me to take an oath, that I 
would stay with them : they also cast abundance of 
reproadies upon the people of Jerusalem, that they 
would not let tlieir country enjoy peace. 

43. When I heard this, and saw what sorrow 
the people were in, I was moved with compassion 
to them, and thought it became me to undergo the 
most manifest hazards for the sake of so great a 
multitude ; so I let them know I would stay with 
them ; and when I had given order that five thou- 
sand of them should come to me armed, and wiUi 
provbions for their maintenance, I sent tiie rest 
away to their own homes ; and, when those five 
thousand were come, I took them, together with 
three thousand of the soldiers that were with me 
before, and eighty horsemen, and marched to the 
village of Chabolo, situated in the confioiBS of Ptole- 
mais, and there kept m^ forces together, pretending 
to get ready to fignt with Placidus, who was come 
wi& two cohorts of footmen, and one troop of 
horsemen ; and was sent thither by Ccstius Gallus 
to bum those villages of Galilee that were near 
Ptolemais. Upon whose casting up a bank before 
the city Ptolemais, I also pitch^my camp at about 
the distance of sixty furlongs from that vilbige ; 
and now we freanently brought out our forces as If 
we would fight, but proceed^ no farther than skir- 
mishes at a distance ; for when Placidus perceived 
that I was earnest to come to a battle, he was afiraid, 
and avoided it ; vet did he not remove from the 
neighbourhood of Ptolemais. 

44. About this time it was that Jonathan and his 
fellow-legates came. They were sent, as we have 
said ahrnuly, by Simon, and Ananus, the high 
priest ; and Jonathan contrived how he might 
catch me by treachery ; for he durst not make any 
attempt upon me openly. So he wrote me the fol- 
lowing epistle : — *^ Jonathan and those that are with 
him, and are sent by the people of Jerusalem to 
Josephus, send greeting, we are sent by the prin- 
cipal men of Jerusalem, who have heard that John 
01 Gischala hath laid many snares for thee, to re- 

f This I talw to be tha Ant of JnMphnrinniarteM* or dirliM dtwiM, 
wlkich wen pn<dlet!v» of thr ftrrat thtiiKa that Aftcrwants euiw to p*M ; 
of which MP nwMti In the note on Antiq. b. lit. chap. Till. aeec. Sl The 
other to In the VTm, b. ill. ch. rilL keel, a, P. 
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buke hini^ and to exhort lum to be subject to ihee 
hereafter. We are also desirouB to consult with 
thee about our common concerns, and what is fit to 
be done. We, therefore, desire thee to come to us 
Quickly, and to bring only a few men with thee ; for 
uus ^llAge will not contain a great number of sol- 
diers." Thus it was that they wrote, as expecting 
one of these two things ; either that I should come 
! without armed men, and then they should have me 
wholly in their power : or if I came with a great 
number, they should judge me to be a public ene- 
my. Now it was a horseman who brought the let- 
ter, a man at other times bold, and one that had 
served in the army under the king. It was the 
second hour of the night that he came, when I was 
feasting with my friends and the principal of the 
Galileans. This num, upon my servant's telling me 
that a certain horseman of the Jewish nation was 
come, was called in at ray command, but did not so 
much as salute me at all, but held out a letter, and 
said, '' This letter is sent thee by those that are 
come from Jerusalem ; do thou write an answer to 
it quickly, for I am obliged to return to them very 
soon." r^owmy guests could not but wonder at the 
boldness of the soldier ; but I desired him to sit 
down and sup with us ; but when he refused so to 
do, I held the letter in my hands as I received it, 
and feU a-talking with my guests about other mat- 
ters ; but a few hours afterwards, I got up, and 
when I had dismissed the rest to go to their beds, 
I bid only four of my intimate friends to stay ; and 
ordered my servant to get some wine ready. I also 
opened the letter so, that nobody could perceive it ; 
and understanding thereby presently the purport of 
the writing, I sealed it up again, and appeared as if 
I had not yet read it, but omy held it in my hands. 
I ordered twenty drskchmie should be given to the 
soldier for the charges of his journey ; and when 
he took the money, and said that he thanked me 
for it, I perceived that he loved money, and that he 
was to be caught chiefly by that means ; and I said 
to him, '^ If thou wilt but drink with us, thou shalt 
have a drachma fbr every glass thou drinkest." So 
he gladly embraced this proposal, and drank a 
great deal of wine, in order to get the more money, 
and was so drunk, that at last he could not keep the 
secrets he was intrusted with, but discovered them 
without my putting questions to him, viz. That a 
treacherous design was contrived against me ; and 
that I was doomed to die by those that sent him. 
When I heard this, I wrote back this answer : — 
^ Josephus to Jonathan, and those that are with 
him, sendeth ^preeting. Upon the information that 
you are come m health into Galilee, I rejoice, and 
this especially, because I can now resign the care 
of pubuc affairs here into your hands, and return 
into my native country, — which is what I have de- 
sired to do a great while ; and I confess I ought 
not only to come to you as far as Xaloth, bat far- 
ther, and this without your commands : but I de- 
sire you to excuse me, because I cannot do it now, 
once I watch the motions of Placidus, who hath a 
mind to go up into GraUlee ; and this I do here at 
Chabolo. Do you, tiierefore, on the receipt of this 
epistle, come hither to me. Fare you well." 

45. When I had written thus, and given the letter 
to be carried by the soldier, I sent along with him 
thirty of the Galileans of the best chaiacters, and 
eave them instructions to salute those ambassadors, 
but to say nothing else to them. I also gave orders 
to as many of those armed men, whom I esteemed 



most faithful to me, to go along with the othen^ 
every one with him whom he was to guard, lest 
some conversation might pass between wose whom 
I sent and those who were with Jonathan. So 
those men went [to Jonathan]. But, when Jona- 
than and his partners had failed in this their first 
attempt, they sent me another letter, the contents 
whereof were as follows : — " Jonathan, and those 
with him, to Josephus, send greeting. We require 
thee to come to us to the vilkgo Graharoth, on the- 
third day, without any armed men, that we may 
hear what thou hast to lay to the charge of Johi^ 
[of Gischala]." When they had written this letter, 
ihey saluted the Gralileans whom I sent ; and came 
to Japha, which was the largest village of all Gali- 
lee, and encompassed with very strong walls, and 
had a great number of inhabitants in it There the 
multitude of men, with their wives and children, 
met them, and exclaimed loudly against them ; and 
desired them to be gone, and not to envy them the 
advantage of an excellent commander. With these 
damours Jonathan and his partners were greatly 
provoked, although they durst not show their anger 
openly ; so they made them no answer, but went to 
other villages. But still the same clamours met 
them from all the pe<^le, wfaosaid, ''Nobody should 
persuade them to nave any other commander be- 
sides Josephus." So Jonathan and his partners 
went away from them without success, and came 
to Sepphorisy the greatest city of all Gralilee. 
Now the men of that city, who inclined to the Ro- 
mans in their sentiments, met them indeed, but 
neither praised nor reproached me ;. and when they 
were gone down from Sepphoris to Asochis, the 
people of that place made a clamour against them, 
as tnose of Japha had done ; whereupon they wore 
able to contain themselves no longer, but ordert^d 
the armed men that were with them to beat thos.? 
that made the cbunour with their clubs ; and when 
they came to Gabara, John met them with three 
thousand armed men ; but, as I understood by their 
letter that they had resolved to fight against me, I 
arose from Chabolo, with three thousand armed 
men also, but left in my camp one of my fastest 
friends, and came to Jotapata, as desirous to be near 
them, the distance being no more than forty fur- 
longs. Whence I wrote thus to them : — ** If yoa 
are very desirous that I should come to ^ou, you 
know there are two hundred and forty cities and 
villages in Galilee : I will come to any of them 
which you please, excepting Gabara and Gischala, 
— ^the one of which is John's native city, and the 
other in confederacy and friendship with him.." 

46. When Jonatlian and his partnershad received 
this letter, they wrote me no more answers, but 
called a counsel of their friends together ; and tak- 
ing John into their consultation, uey took counsel 
together by what means they might attack me. 
J(uin's opinion was, that they shomd write to all 
the cities and villages that were in Gralilee ; lor 
that there must be certainly one or two persons in 
every one of them that were at variance with me ; 
and that they should be invited to come, to oppose 
me as an enemy. He would also have them send 
this resolution of theirs to the city of Jerusalem, 
that its citizens, upon the knowledge of my being 
adjudged to be an enemy by the Galileans, might 
themselves also confirm that determination. He 
said also, that when this was done, even these Gali- 
leans who were well affected to me, would desert 
me out of fear. When John had given them this 
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coniiBel, what he had said was very agreeable to 
the rest of them. I was also made acquainted with 
these afiairs about the third hour of the night, by 
the means of one Saecheus, who had belonged to 
them, but now deserted them and came over to me, 
and told me what they were about ; so I perceived 
that no time was to be lost. Accordingly I gave 
eonmnnd to Jacob, an armed man of my giurd, 
whom I esteemed fkithful to me, to take two hun- 
dred men, and to guard the passages that led from 
Gabara to Galilee, and to seizeupon the passengers, 
and send tiiem to me, especially such as were 
caught with letters about them : I also sent Jere- 
mias himself, one of my friends, with six hundred 
armed men, to the borders of Galilee, in order to 
watch the roads that led from this country to ihe 
dty Jerusalem ; and gave him charge to lay hold 
of such as traveUed with letten about them, to 
keep the men in bonds upon the place, but to send 
me the letters. 

47. When I had laid these commands upon them, 
I gave tiiem orders, and bid them take their arms, 
and bring three days' provision with them, and be 
witli me tile next day. I also narted those that 
were about me into four parts, ana ordained those of 
diem that were most Btdthful to me to be a guard to 
my body. I also set over them centurions ; and com- 
manded them to take care that not a soldier which 
they did not know, should mingle himself among 
them. Now, on the fifl^ day following, when I was 
at Grabaroth, I found the entire plain that was be- 
fore the village full of armed men, who were come 
out of Ciaiilee to assist me ; many others of the mul- 
titude also out of the village, ran along with me : 
but as soon as I had taken my place, and began to 
speak to them, they all made an acclamation, and 
oUled me the Benefactor and Saviour of the coun- 
try ; and when I had made them my acknowledge- 
ments, and thanked them [fortheir affection to me], 
I also advised them to fight with nobody,* nor to 
spoil the country, but to pitch their tents in the 
plain, and be content with their sustenaneethey had 
brought witii them ; for I told them that I had a 
mindto oompoee these troubles without shedding any 
blood. Now it came to pass, that on the very same 
day those who were sent by John with letters, fell 
■mong the guards whom I had appointed to watch 
the roads ; so the men were themselves kept upon 
the place, as my orders were ; but I got the letters, 
which were full of reproaches and lies ; and I in- 
tended to fidl upon these men, without saying a 
word of these matters to any body. 

48. Now, as soon as Jonathan and his compani- 
ons heard of my coming, they took all their own 
friends, and John with them, and retired to the 
bouse it Jesus, which indeed was a laz^e castle, and 
no way unlike a citadel ; so they privately led 
a band of armed men therein, and shut all the other 
doors but one, which they kept open, and they ex- 
pected that I should come put of^the road to them, 
to salute them ; and indeed they had given orders 
to the armed men, that when I came they should 
let nobody bendes me come in, but should exclude 
others ; as supposing that, by this means, they 
Bhould easily get me under their power : but they 
were deceived in their expectation, for I perceived 
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what snares they had laid for me. Now, as soon 
as I was got off my journey, I took up my lodgings 
over against them, and pretended to be asleep ; so 
Jonatlwn and his party, thinking that I was really 
asleep and at rest, made haste to go down into the 
phiin to persuade the people that I was an ill gov- 
ernor : but the matter proved otherwise ; for, upon 
their appearance, there was a cry made by the 
Gralileans immediately, declaring their good opinion 
of me as their governor ; and they made a clamour 
against Jonathan and his partners for oomine to 
them when they had suffered no harm, anS as 
though they would overturn their happy settlement; 
and desired them by all means to go back again, 
for that they would never be persuaded to have 
any other to rule over them but myself. When I 
h^ird of this, I did not fear to go down into the 
midst of them ; I went therefore mvself down pre- 
sently, to hear what Jonathan and his compamons 
said. As soon as I appeared, there was immedi- 
ately an acclamation made to me by the whole mul- 
titude, and a- cry in my commendation by tiiem, 
who confessed their thanks was owing to me for my 
good government of them. 

49. When Jonathan and his companions heard 
this, they were in fear of their own Uves, and in 
danger lest they should be assaulted by the Gali- 
leans on my account ; so they contrived how they 
might run away ; but as they were not able to get 
off, for I desired them to stay, they looked down 
with concern at my words to them. I ordered, 
therefore, the multitude to restrain entirely, their 
acclamations, and placed the most &ithful of my 
armed men upon the avenues, to be a guard to us, 
lest John should unexpectedly fall upon us ; and I 
encouraged the Galileans to take their weapons, 
lest they should be disturbed at theur enemies, if 
any sudden insult should be made upon them ; and 
then, in the first place, I put Jonathan and his 
partners in mind of their [former] letter, and after 
what manner they had written to me, and declared 
they were sent by the common consent of the peo- 
ple of Jerusalem, to make up the differences I nad 
with John, and how they had desired me to come 
to them ; and as I spake thus, I publicly showed 
that letter they had written, till they could not at 
all deny what they had done, fhe letter itself con- 
victing them. I wen said, <* O Jonathan I and'you 
that are sent with him as his colleagues, if I were 
to be judged as to my behaviour, compared with 
that of John's, and had brought no more than two 
or three witnes608,f good men and true, it is plain 
you had been forced, upon the examination of their 
characters beforehand, to discharge theaccusations : 
that, wherefore, you may be informed that I have 
acted well in the affairs of Galilee, I think three 
witnesses too few to be brought by a man that hath 
done as ho ought to do ; so I gave you all these for 
witnesses. Inquire of them^: how I have lived, and 
whether I have not behaved myself with all decen- 
cy, and after a virtuous manner among them. And 
1 farther conjure you, O Galileans I to hide no part 
of the truth, but to speak before these men as before 
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fudges, whether Z have in any thing acted otherwise 
thanwdl" 

&0. While I was thus speaking, the united Toices 
of all the people joinedtogether, and oalledmeiheir 
Benefactor and Saviour, and attested to my former 
behaviour, and exhorted me to continue so to do 
hereafter ; and they all said, upon their oaths, that 
their wives had been preserved free from injuries, 
and that no one had ever been aggrieved by me. 
After thb, 1 read to the Galileans two of those 
epistles which had been sent by Jonathan and his 
colleagues, and which those whom I had appointed 
to guard the road had taken, and sent to me. These 
were full of reproaches and of lies, as if I had acted 
more like a tyrant than a governor a^^ainst them ; 
with many otner things b^des therem contained, 
which were no better indeed than impudent falsi- 
ties. I also informed the multitude how I came by 
these letters, and that those who carried them de- 
livered them up voluntarily ; for I was not willing 
that my enemies should know any thing of the 
guimls I had set, lest they should be a&aid, and 
feave off writing hereafter. 

51. When the multitude heard these things, they 
weregreatlyprovoked at Jonathanandhis colleagues 
that were with him, and were going to attack them, 
and kill them ; and this they had certainly done, 
unless I had restrained the anger of the Galileans, 
and said, that '^ I forgave Jonathan and his col- 
leagues what was past, if they would repent, and go 
to Oieir own country, and tell those who sent them 
the truth, as to my conduct'* When I had said 
this, I let them go, although I knew they world do 
nothing of what they had promised. But the mul- 
titude were very much enraged against them, and 
entreated me to give them leave to punish them 
for their insolence ; yet did I try all methods to 
persuade them to spare the men ; for I knew that 
every instance of sedition was pernicious to the 
pubkc welfare. But the multitude was too angry 
with them to be dissuaded ; and all of them went 
immediately to the house in which Jonathan and 
his colleagues abode. However, when I perceived 
that their rage could not be restrained, I got on 
horseback, and ordered the multitude to follow me 
to the village Soeane, which was twenty furlongs 
off Gabara ; and by using this stratagem, I so 
nuuuiged myself, as not to appear to begin a civil 
war amongst them. 

52. But when I was come near Sogane, I caused 
the multitude to make a halt, and exhorted them 
not to be so easily provoked to anger, and to 
the inflicting such punishments as omild not be 
afterwards recalled : I also gave order, that a hun- 
dred men, who were already in years, and were 
principal men amon^ them, would get themselves 
ready to go to the city of Jerusalem, and should 
make a complaint before the people, of such as 
raised seditions in the country. And I said tothem, 
that '' in case they be moved with what you say, 
^"ou shall desire the community to write to me, and 
to enjoin me to continue in Galilee, and to order 
Jonathan and his colleagues to depart out of it." 
When I had suggested wese instructions to them, 
and while they were getting themselves ready as 
fast as they could, I sent them on this errand the 
thiixl dav after they had been assembled : I also 
sentfive hundredarmedmenwith them [as a guard]. 
I then wrote to my friends in Samaria, totaJke care 
that titiey might safely iiass through the country ; 
for Samaria was already under the Romans, and it 



was absolutely necessary for those that go quickly 
[to Jerusalem] to pass through that country ; for 
in that road you may, in three days' time, go from 
Galilee to Jerusalem. I also went myself, and con^ 
ducted the old men aa far as the bounds ck* G^alileoi 
and set guards in the roads, that it might not be 
easily known by anv one that these men were gone. 
And when I had thus done, I went and abode at 
Japha. 

53. Now Jonathan and his ooUeaeues, having 
fiiiled ol accomplishing what they would have done 
against me, sent John back to GHschala, but went 
themselves to the city of Tiberias, expectine it 
would submit itself to Uiem ; and this was founded 
on a letter which Jesus, their then govenior, had 
written them, promising that, if they came, the 
multitude would receive them, and choose to be 
under their government ; so they went their way» 
with this expectatiao. But Silas, who, as I said, 
had been left curator of Tiberias by me, informed 
me of this, and desired me to make haste thither. 
Accordingly, I complied with his advice immedi^ 
ately, and came thither ; but found myself in dan- 
ger of my life, from the following occasion : Jona- 
uian and his colleagues had been at Tiberias, and 
had persuaded a great many of such as had a quar- 
rel with me to desert me ; but when they heard of 
my coming, they were in fear for themselves, and 
came to me ; and when they had saluted me, they 
said that I was a happy man in having behavea 
myself so well in the govenmient of Galilee ; and 
they congratulated me upon the honours Aat were 
paid me : for they said tnat my glory was a credit 
to>them, since they had been my teachers and Sel- 
low-citizens ^ and they said farther, that it was but 
just that they should prefer mv friendship to them 
rather than John's, and that they would nave im- 
mediately gone home, but that they staid that tliey 
might deliver up John into my power ; and when 
thev said this, tney took their oaths of h, and those 
such as are most tremendous amongst us, and such 
as I did not think fit to disbelieve. However, they 
desired me to lodge somewhere else, because the 
next day was the Sabbath ; and that it was not fit 
d)e city of Tiberias should be disturbed [on that 
day]. 

54. So I suspected nothing, and went away to 
Taricheee ; yet did withal leave some to make in- 
quiry in the city how matters went, and whether 
any thing was said about me : I also set many ]>«> 
sons all tne way that led from Taricheee to Tiberias^ 
that they might communicate from one to another, 
if they learned any news from tliose that were left 
in the city. On tiie next day, therefore, the^ all 
came into the Proseucha ;* it was a large edifice, 
and capable of receivinfji a great number of people ;, 
Uiither Jonatlian went m, and though he durst not 
openly speak of a revolt, yet did he say that their 
city stood in need of a better govenior than it thenr 
had. But Jesus, who was the ruler, made no scru • 
pie to speak out, and said openly, << O fdlow-citizens ! 
it is better for you to be in subjection to four than 
to one ; and those such as are of hi^ buih, and 
not without reputation for their wsdnm ;" and 
pointed to Jonathan and his colleagues* Upon hi» 

• It h worth notinir here, that then «a* now a gm* Pronocha, or 
pbcQ of pimrcr. In tha du of Tiboriaa ItiaUL thouab aueh Proaeadi* 
uMdtob«oatordtlea,festtetyna«««f«wwawltMiitbcm. Of tltonik 
■N Le M071M on Pol}-oarD'« Zfimtie, paga jf. It is alM worth onr r«. 
mark, that the Jaws, in the dajrs of Juaaphua, «aed to dlna at the alxtU 
hoMr, or nv«n t and ttuit, la obadlanea to tM^ notions uT tha Ist* hI 
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saying this, Justus came in and oommended him 
for what he had said, and persuaded some of the 
people to be of his mind aJso. But the mnltitode 
were not pleased with what was said, and had eer- 
iainlj gone into a tamult, unless the sixth hour, 
which wasnowoome, had not dissolved the assembly, 
at which hour our laws require us to go to dinner 
on Ssbl)ath-day8 ; so Jonatnan and his ooUeaguee 
pnt off their council till the next day, and went off 
without snccesa. When I was informed of these 
afTahrs, I determined to f^o to the citv of Tiberias 
•n the momin«. Accordingly, on the next day, 
about the first hour of the day, I came from Tari- 
ehcie, and found the multitude already assembled 
in the Proseucfaa ; but on what account they were 
gotten together, those that were assembled did not 
know. But when Jonathan and his colleagues saw 
me there unexpectedly, they were in disorder ; after 
which they raised a report of their own contrivance, 
that Roman horsemen were seen at a place called 
ITnioD, in the borders of Gralilee, thirty furlongs 
distant from the city. Upon which report, Jona- 
than and his colleagues cunningly exhorted me not 
to neglect this matter, nor to suner t)ie land to be 
"polled bj the enemy. And this they said with a 
design to remove me out of the city, under the 
pretence of the want of extraordinary assistance, 
while they might dispose the city to be my enemy. 
^ 55. As for myself, although J knew of their de- 
ngn, yet did I comply with what they proposed, 
le^ the people of Tiberias should have occasion to 
suppose that I was not careful of their scrutiny. 
I therefore went out ; but, when I was at the place, 
I foond not the least footsteps of any enemy ; so I 
>«tan>ed as fiist as ever I could, and found the whole 
council assembled^ and the body of the people 
gotten together, and Jonathan and his colleagues 
bringing vehement accusations against me, as one 
who had no coneein to ease them of the burdens 
of war, and as one that lived luxuriously. And as 
they were dicwonrsing thus, they produced four 
Ifttere aa written to them, from some people that 
lived at the borders of Galilee, imploring that they 
would come to their assistance, for that there was 
^ army of Romans, botli horsemen and footmen, 
who would come and lay waste the country on the 
third day ; they desired them also to make hasto, 
and not to overlook them. When the people of 
Tiberias heard this, they thought they spoke truth, 
ud made a clamour against me, and said I ought 
not to sit still, but to go away to the assistance of 
their countrymen. Hereupon I said (for I under- 
stood the meaning of Jonathan and his colleagues) 
tlttt I was ready to comply with what they pro- 
pOMd, and without debiy to march to the war 
*iueh they sptike of, yet did I advise them at the 
tame time, that since these letters declared 
(hat the Romans would make their assault in four 
s^«ral phuses, they should part their forces into 
five bodies, and make Jonatnan and his colleagues 
poerals of each bodv of them, because it was fit 
for biave men not only to give counsel, but to take 
the place of leaders, and assist their countrymen 
what 8oeh a necessity pressed them ; for, said I, 
It is not possible for me to lead more than one party. 
This advise of mine.matly pleased the multitude ; 
^ they compelled Siem to go forth to the war. 
Bitt their designs were put into very much disor- 
^, heeaoae they had not done what they had de- 
"So^ to do^ on account of my stratagem, which 
*» opporiie to their undertakings. 



56. Now there was one whose name was Ananias 
(a wicked man he was, and very mischievous) ; he 
proposed that a genenU religious fast* should be 
appointed the next day for allthe people, and ghve 
order that at the same hour they should come to 
the same place, without any weapons, to make it 
manifest before God, that while they obtained his 
assistance, they thought all these weapons useless. 
This he said, not out of piety, but that they might 
cateh me and ray friends unarmed. Now, I wa 
hereupon forced to comply, lest I should appear to 
despise a proposal that tended to piety. As soon, 
therefore, as we were gone home, ttonathan and 
his colleagues wrote to John to come to them in 
the morning, and desiring him to come with as 
many soldiers as he possibly could, for that they 
should then be able easily to get me into tiieur 
hands, and to do all 'they desired to do.-~When 
John had received this letter, he resolved to com- 
ply with it As for myself, on the next day, I 
ordered two of the guuds of mv body, whom I 
esteemed the most courageous and the most faith- 
ful, to hide daggers under their garments, and go 
along with me, that we might defend ourselves, if 
any attack should be made upon us by our enemies. 
I also myself took my breast-pkte, and girded on 
my sword, so that it might be, as fiir as it was pos- 
sible, concealed, and came into the Proseucha. 

57. Now Jesus, who was the ruler, commanded 
that they should exclude all that came with me, for 
he kept the door himself, and suifered none but his 
friends to go in. And while we were engaged in 
the duties of the day, and had betaken ourselves 
to our prayers, Jesus got up, and inquired of me 
what was become of uie vessels that were taken 
out of the king's paUoe when it wns burnt down, 
[and] of the uncomed silver : and m whose pos- 
session they now were 1 This he said, in order to 
drive away time till John should come. I said that 
Capellus, and the ten principal men of Tiberias, 
had them all ; and I told him that they might adc 
them whether I told a lie or not. And when they 
said they had them, he asked me, What is become 
of those twenty pieces of gold which thou didst re- 
ceive upon the aile of a certain weight of uncoined 
money t I replied, that I had given them to those 
ambassadors of theirs, as a maintenance for them, 
when they were sent by them to Jerusalem. So 
Jonathan and his colleagues said that I had not 
done well to pay the ambassadors out of the public 
money. Ana when the multitude were very angry 
at them for this, for they perceived the wickedness 
of the men, I understood that a tumult \ns going 
to arise ; and being desirous to provoke the people 
to a greater rage against the men, I said, ** But if 
I have not done well in paying our ambassadors 
out of the public stock, leave off your anger at me, 
for I will repay the twenty pieces of gold myself.'* 

6S. When I had said tnis, Jonathan and his 
colleagues held their peace ; but the people were 
still more irritated agauist them, upon their openly 
showing thev unjust ill-will to me. When Jesus 
saw this change in the people, he ordered them to 
depail, but desired the senate to stay, for that they 
could not examine things of such a nature iu a 
tumult ; and as the people were crying out tlat 
they would not leave me alone, there came one and 
tola Jesus and his friends privately, that John aiid 
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his armed men were at hand : whereupon Jona- 
than and his collea^ee, being able to contiun them- 
selves no longer ^nd perhaps the providence of 
(rod hereby procuring my deliverance, for, had not 
this been so^ I had certftinlv been destroyed by 
John\ said, ^ O you people of Tiberias ! leave off 
this mquiry about the tweiity pieces of gold ; for 
Josephus hath not deserved t4> die for them ; but 
he hath deserved it by his desire of tyrannizing, 
and by cheating the multitude of the Gralileans 
with bis speeches, in order to gain the dominion 
over them." When he had said this, they presently 
laid hands upon me, and endeavoured to kill me : 
but as soon as those that were with me saw what 
they did, they drew their swords, and threatened 
to smite them, if they offered any violence to me. 
The people also took up stones, and were about to 
throw them at Jonathan ; and so they snatched me 
from the violence of my enemies. 

59. But as I was gone out a little way, I was 

i'ust upon meeting John, who was marching with 
tis armed men. So I was afraid of him, and turn- 
ed aside, and escaped by a narrow passage to the 
lake, and seized on a ship, and embarked m it, and 
sailed over to Taricheee. So, beyond my expecta- 
. tion, I escaped this danger. Whereapon I pre- 
sently sent for the chief of the Galileans, and told 
them after what manner, against all fiedth given, I 
had been very near to destruction from Jonatlian 
and his colleagues, and the people of Tiberias. 
Upon which the multitude of the Galileans were 
very angry, and encouraged me to delay no longer 
to make war upon them, but to permit them to go 
against John, and utterly to destroy him, as well as 
Jonathan and his colleagues. However, I restrain- 
ed them, though they were in such a rage, and de- 
sired them to tarry a while, tUl we should be in- 
formed what orders those ambassadors that were 
sent by them to the city of Jerusalem should bring 
thence ; for I told them that it was best to act 
according to their determination ; whereupon they 
were prevailed on. At which time also, John, 
when the snares he had laid did not take effect, 
returned back to GbchaU. 

60. Now, in a few days those ambassadors whom 
we had sent, came back again and informed us that 
the people were greatly provoked at Ananus, and 
Simon the son of Gramaliel, and their friends ; that, 
without any public determination, they had sent to 
Cralilee, and had done their endeavours that I 
might be turned out of the government The am- 
bassadors said farther, that the people were ready 
to bum their houses. They also brought letters, 
whereby the chief men of Jerusalem, at the earnest 
petition of ihe people, confirmed me in the govern- 
ment of Galilee, and enjoined Jonathan and his 
eoUeagues to return home quickly. When I had 
gotten these letters, I came to the village Arbela, 
where I procured an assembly of the Galileans to 
meet, and bid the ambassadors declare to them the 
anger of the people of Jerusalem at what had been 
done by Jonathan and his colleagues, and how much 
they hated their wicked doings, and how they had 
confirmed me in the government of their country, 
as also what reUted to the order they had in writing 
for Jonathan and his colleagues to return home. 
So I immediately sent Uiem me letter, and bid him 
that carried it to inquire, as well as he could, how 
they intended to act [on this occasion]. 

61. Now when they had received that letter, 
and were thereby greatly disturbed, they sent for 



John, and for the senators of Tiberias, and for tbe 
principal men of the Gabarens, and proposedto hold 
a council, and desired them to consider what was 
to be done by themu However, tbe governors of 
Tiberias were greatly disposed to keep the govern- 
ment to themselves ; for they said it was not fit to 
desert their city, now it was committed to theii 
trust, and that otherwise I should not delay to fait 
upon them ; for they pretended falsely that so I 
had threatened to do. Now John was not onlv of 
their opinion, but advised them, that two of tneio 
should go to accuse me before the multitude, [at 
Jerusalem], that I do not manage the affairs of 
Galilee as I ought to do ; and tnat they would 
easily persuade the people, because of their dignity, 
and because the whole multitude are very mutable 
— When, therefore, it appeared that John had sug- 
gested the wisest advice to them, they resolved that 
two of them, Jonathan and Ananias, should go to 
the people of Jerusalem, and the other two, [Simon 
and Joazar] should be left behind to tarry at Tibe> 
rias. They also took along with them a hundred 
soldiers for their guard. 

62. However, uie governors of Tiberias, took 
care to have their city secured with walls, and com- 
manded their inhabitants to take their arms. They 
also sent for a ^reat many soldiers from John, to 
assist them agamst me, if there should be occasion 
for them. Now John was at Gischala. Jonathan, 
therefore, and those that were with him, when they 
were departed from Tiberias, and as soon as they 
were come to Dabaritta, a village that la^ in the 
utmost ^Mirts of (ralilee, in the great plain, they, 
about midnight, fell among the guards I had set, 
who both commanded them to lay aside their wea- 
pons, and kept them in bonds upon the place, as I 
nad charged them to do. This news was written to 
me by Levi, who had the command of that guaivl 
committed to him by me. Hereupon I said nothing 
of it for two days ; and, pretending to know nothing 
about it, I sent a message to the people of Tiberias, 
and advised them to lay their arms aside, and to 
dismiss their men, that they might go home ; but 
supposing that Jonathan, and those that were with 
him, were 'already an*ived at Jerusalem, they made 
reproachful answers to me ; yet was I not terrified 
thereby, but contrived another stratagem against 
them ; for J did not think it agreeable with piety 
to kindle the fire of war against the citizens. As I 
was desirous to draw those men away from Tiberi- 
as, I chose out ten thousand of thebestof myarmed 
men, and divided them into three bodies, and or- 
dered them to go privately, and lie still as an am- 
bush, in the villages. I also led a thousand into 
another village, iN%ich lay indeed in the mountains, 
as did the others, but only four furlongs distantfrom 
Tiberias ; and gave orders, that when they saw my 
signal, they should come down immediately, while 
I myself lay with my soldiers in the sight of every 
body. Hereupon the people of Tiberias,atthesight 
of me, came running out of the city perpetually, and 
abused me greatly. Nay, their madness was come 
to that height, that they made a decent bier for me, 
and, standing about it, they mourned over me in 
the way of jest and sport ; and I could not but be 
myself in a pleasant humour upon the sight of this 
madness of theirs. 

63. And now being desirous to catch Simon by 
a wile, and Joazar with him, I sent a message to 
them, add desired them to come a little way out ot 
the city, and many of their friends to guard them ; 
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for I said I woald come down to them» and make a 
leai^ie wiih them, and divide the government of 
Galilee with them. Accordingly Simon was deluded, 
CO aeeoont of his imprudence, and out of the hopes 
of gain, and did not delay to come ; hut Joazar, 
mpecdnf^ snares were laid for him, staid behind. 
So when Simon was come out, and his friends with 
him for his goard, I met him, andsaluted him with 
mat ciTility, and professed that I was obliged to 
nim for his coming up to me ; but a little while 
afterward I walked along with him, as though I 
would say something to him by himself ; but when 
I had drawn him a good way from his friends, I 
took him about the middle, and gave him to my 
friends that were with me, to carry him into a vii- 
U(re ; and commanding my arme^ men to come 
down, I with them made an assault upon Tiberias. 
Xow, as the fight grew hot on both sides, and the 
soldiers belonging to Tiberias were in a &ir way to 
conquer me (for my armed men were already fled 
away), I saw die posture of my affairs ; and encou- 
raging those that were with me, I pursued those of 
Tibems, even when they were already conquerors, 
into the city. I also sent another band of soldiers 
into the dty by the lake, and gave them orders to 
set on fire ihe first house they could seize upon. 
When this was done the people of Tiberias thought 
that their city was taken by force, and so threw 
down their aims^r fear ; and implored, they, their 
wives, and children, that I would spare thew city. 
So 1 was over-persuaded by their entreaties, and 
restrained the soldiers from the vehemency with 
which they pursued them ; while I myself, upon 
the coming on of the evening, returned back with 
my soldiers, and went to refrash myself. I also in- 
vited Simon to sup with me, and comforted him on 
occasion of what had happened ; and I promised 
that T would send him safe and secure to Jerusalem, 
and withal would give him provisions for his jour- 
ney thither. 

64. But on the next day, I brought ten thousand 
armed men with me, and came to Tiberias. I then 
sent for the principal men of the multitude into the 
public place, and enjoined them to tell me who were 
the authors of the revolt ; and when they told me 
who the men weve, I sent them bound to the city 
•^otapata ; but, as to Jonathan and Ananias, 1 
freed them from their bonds, and gave them pro- 
visions for their journey, together witli Simon and 
Jnazsr. and five hundred armed men who should 
guard them ; andsolsent them to Jerusalem. The 
people of Tiberias also came to me again, and de- 
lired that I would forgive them for what they had 
done ; and they said they would amend what they 
had done amiss with regiurd to me, by their fidelity 
for the time to come ; and they besoughtmetopre- 
Berve what spoils remained upon the plunder of the 
city, for those that had lost them. Accordingly, J 
enjoined those that had got them, to bring them 
all before us ; and when Uiey did not comply for a 
great while, and I saw one of the soldiers that were 
ibout me with a garment on that was more splen- 
did than ordinaiy, I asked him whence he had it ; 
and when he replied that he had it out of the plun- 
der of the city, 1 had him punished with stripes ; 
and I threatened all the rest to inflict a severer 
punisfament upon them, unless they produced before 
Off whatsoever they had plundered ; and when a 
great many spoils were brought together, I restored 
to every one of Tiberiaa what they claimed to be 
Uietr own. 

c 



65. And now I am come to this part of my nar- 
ration, I have a mind to say a few things to Justus, 
who hath himself written a history concerning these 
affairs ; as also to others who profess to write his- 
tory, but have little regard to truth, and are not 
afraid, either out of iH^irill or good-will to some 
persons, to rekte falsehoods. These men do like 
those who compose forged deeds and conveyances ; 
and because they are not brought to the like pun- 
ishment with them, they have no regard to truth. 
When, therefore, Justus undertook to write about 
these facts, and about the Jewish war, that he might 
appear to have been an industrious man, he falsi- 
fied in what he related about me, and could not 
speak truth even about his own country ; whence 
it is that, being belied by him, I am under a neces- 
sity to make my defence ; and so I shall say what 
I have concealed till now ; and let no one wonder 
that I have not told the world these things a great 
while ago ; for although it be necessary for a histo- 
rian to write the truth, yet is such a end not bound 
severely to animadvert on the wickedness of certain 
men^ — ^not out of any favour to them, but out of 
an author's own moderation. How then comes it 
to pass, Justus ! thou most sagacious of writers, 
(that I may address myself to him as if he were 
here present), for so thou boastest of thyself, that 
I and the Galileans have been the authors of that 
sedition which thy country engaged in, both against 
the Romans and against the kuig f Agrippa, junior] 
— for before ever F was appoint^ governor of Gfali- 
lee by the community of Jerusalem, both thou and 
all the people of Tiberias had not only taken up 
arms, but had made war with Decapolu of Syria. 
Accordingly, thou hadst ordered their villages to 
be burnt, and a domestic servant of thine fell in the 
battle. Nor is it I only who say thia ; but so it is 
written in the Commentaries of Vespasian, the em- 
peror ; as also how the inhabitants of Decapolis 
came clamouring to Vespasian at Ptolemais, and 
desired that thou, who wast the author [of that 
war], mightst be brought to punishment ; and thou 
hadst certainly been punished at the command of 
Vespasian, had not king Agrippa, who had power 
given him to have thee put to death, at the earnest 
entreaty of his sister Bemice, changed the punish- 
ment from death into a long imprisonment Thv 
political administration of affairs afterward doth 
also clearly discover both thy other behaviour in 
life, and tmtt thou wast the occasion of thy country's 
revolt from the Romans ; plain signs of which I 
shall produce presently. I have also a mind to say 
a few things to the rest of the people of Tiberias on 
Ihy account ; and to demonstrate to those that light 
upon tliis history, that you bare no good-will, nei- 
ther to the Romans nor to the king. To be sure, 
the greatest cities of Galilee, Justus 1 were Sep- 
phoris, and thy country Tiberias ; but Sepphons, 
situated in the very midst of GralUee, and naving 
many vilhiges about it, and able with ease to have 
been bold and troublesoine to the Romans, if they 
had so pleased,— yet did it resolve to continue 
faithful to those their masters, and at the same 
time excluded me out of theb city, and prohibited 
all their citizens from joining with the Jews in the 
war ; and, that they might be out of danger from 
me, they, by a wile, got leave of me to fortify their 
city with walls : they* also, of their own accord, ad- 
mitted of a garrison of Roman legbns, sent them 
by Cestius Gallus, who was then president of Syria, 
and ao had me in contempt, though I was then very 
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powerful, and all were greatly afraid of me ; and 
at the same time that the greatest of our cities, 
Jerusalem, was besieged, and that temple of ours, 
which belonged to us all, was in danger of falling 
under the enemy's power, they sent no assistance 
thither, as not willing to have it thought they would 
bear arms against the llomans ; but as for thy coun- 
try, O Justus ! situated upon tiie lake of Genesar- 
eth, and distant from Hippos thirty furlongs, from 
Gradara sixty, and from Scythopolis, which was 
under the king's jurisdiction, a hundred and twen- 
ty ; when there was no Jewish city near, it might 
easily have preserved its fidelity [to the Romans] 
if it had so pleased them to do ; for the city and its 
people had plenty of weapons ; but, as thou sayest, 
I was then tne author [ot their revolt] ; and pray, 
O Justus ! who was that author afleryoardt ? — ^for 
thou knowest that I was in the power of the Ro- 
mans before Jerusalem was besieged, and before 
the same time Jotapata was taken by force, as well 
as many other fortresses, and a great many of the 
Cralileans fell in the war. It was therefore then a 
proppr time, when you were certainly freed from 
any fear ou mv account, to throw away your wea- 
pons, and to aemonstrate to the king and to the 
Romans, that it was not of choice, but as forced by 
necessity, that you fell into the war against them ; 
but you staid tUl Vespasian came himself as far as 
vour walls, with his whole army ; and then you did 
indeed lay aside your weapons out of fear, and your 
city had for certain been taken by force, unless 
Vespasian had complied with the king's supplication 
for you, and had excused your madness. It was 
not I, therefore, who was the author of this, but 
your own inclinations to war. Do not you remem- 
ber how ofton I got you under my power, and yet 
put none of you to death t Nay, you once fell into 
u tumult one agunst another, andslew one hundred 
and eighty-five of your citizens, not on account of 
voiur good-will to the king and the Romans, but on 
account of your own wickedness, and this while I 
was besieged by the Romans in Jotapata. Nay, 
indeed, were there not reckoned up two thousand 
of tlie pebple of Tiberias during the siege of Jeru- 
salem, some of whom were slain, and the rest caught 
and canned captives ! But thou wilt pretend that 
thou didst not engure In the war, since thou didst 
flee to the king ! Yes, indeed, thou didst flee to 
him ; but T say it was out of fear of me. Thou 
sayest, indeed, that it is I who am a wicked man. 
But tlien, for what reason was it that king Agrippa, 
who procured thee thy life when thou wast con- 
demned to die by Vespasian, and who bestowed so 
much riches upon thee, did twice afterward put 
thee in bonds, and as often obliged thee to run 
away from thy country, and, when he had once 
ordered thee to be put to death, he granted thee a 
pardon at the earnest desire of Demice t And 
when (ofler so many at thy wicked pranksj he had 
Hade thee his secretary, lie caught thee nlsifving 
lis epistles, and drove thee away from his sight 
But I shall not inquire accurately into tliese matters 
>f scandal against thee. Yet cannot I but wonder at 
thy impudence, when thouhastihe assurance to say, 
that thou hast better related these affairs [of the 
war] than have all the others that have written 
about them, whilst thou didst not know what was 
done in Galilee ; for thou wast then at Berytus 
with the king ; nor didst thou know how much' the 
Romans suffered at the siege of Jotapata, or what 
miseries they brought upon us ; nor couldst thou 



learn by inquiry what I did during that siege my- 
self ; for all those that mi^ht affbnl such informa- 
tion were quite destroyed m that siege. But per- 
haps thou wilt say, thou hast written of what was 
done against the people of JeruMdem exactly. But 
how should that be t for neither wast Uiou con- 
cerned in that war, nor hast thou read the commen- 
taries of CflBsar ; of which we have evident proof, 
because dion hast contradicted those commentaries 
of Cfesar in thy lustoiY. But if thou art so hardy 
as to affirm that thou hast written that histozy bet- 
ter than all the rest, why didst thou not publish thy 
history while the emperors Vespasian and Titus, the 
generals in that war, as well as king Agrippa and 
his family, who were men very well skmea in the 
leaniing of the Greeks, were allalive ; for thou hast 
had it written these twenty years, and then mightst 
thou have had the testimony of thy accuracy. But 
now when these men are no longer with ns, and 
thou thuikest thou canst not be contradicted, thou 
venturest to publish it. But then I was not in like 
manner afraid of my own writing, but I offered my 
books to the emperors themselves, when llie facts 
were almost under men's eyes ; for I was conscious 
to myself that I had observed the trutii of the 
facts ; and as I expected to have their attestation 
to them, so I was not deceived in such expectation. 
Moreover, I immediately presented my history to 
niany other persons, some of whom were concerned 
in the war, as was king Agrippa and some of his 
kindred. Now the emperor Titus was so desirous 
that the knowledge of these affitirs should be taken 
from these books alone, that he subscribed his own 
hand to them, and ordered that they should be 
published ; and forking Agrippa, he wrote me sixty- 
two letters, and attest^ to the truth of what I had 
therein delivered ; two of which letters I have here 
subjoined, and thou mayst thereby know their con- 
tents — " Kin^ Agrippa to Josephus, his dear friend, 
sendeth greetmg. I have read over thy book with 

Oleasure, and it appears to me that thou hast 
: much more accurately, and with greater 
care, than have the other writers. Send me uie rest 
of these books. Farewell, my dear fnend." " King 
Agrippa to Josephus, hisdearfriend, sendeth greet- 
ing. It seems by what thou hast written, that thou 
standest in need of no instruction, in order to our 
information from the beginning. However, when 
thou comest to me, I will inform thee of a great 
manv things which thou dost not know." So when 
this history was perfected, Agrippa, neither by way 
of flattery, which was not agreeable to him, nor by 
way of irony) as thou wilt say, for he was entirely a 
stranger to such an evil disposition of mmd, but he 
wrote this by way of attestation to what was true, 
as all that read histories may do. And so much 
shall be said concerning Justus, * which I am obli- 
ged to add by way of digression. 



•TlMduncteror thltlitalorjoriaitasorTlbcriM, «b« rival of ovr 
Jonpkua, whieh b now lout, with lU only nmAlnliiKft^^nMBt, an givvn 
lis by a Tcry able eritie, Photiu*. who read that history. It Is fai the Had 
eod«orhlsBlbUathcaa,and nans thus t-^" I hava read (<«ys Photlus) 
the chronology of Justus of Tiberias, whose title Is thU, [T*« Cftnmolaew 
4tf j Ik* Kinrt <tr JiwCsA, frAle* netteted dm ttntker. Thb [Justus] came 
out of the dty of Tiberias in Galilee. He begins his history trom liIoe(% 
and end* it not tUl the death of Agrippa, the sevnith [rulir] of the 
Hunlly of Hrmd, and the last Ung of the Jews i who took the gov«ni. 
mcnt under Cteudlns, had It augmented under Nero, and still more auff. 
mented by Vespasian. He died In the thlnl ywir of TnO<"i. wh« re 
also his hbtory ends. He Is very ooncbe In hb langnam*, and sll|cittly 
passes over those attdrs that were most neoeasary to be inolstnl on : nnd 
Mng under the Jewbh prrindloes. as Indewl ha was htmsuir aim a Jew 
byUrth, hamakesnotthalaastmcntiooortheapiieiunneeorchTbt, or 
what things happened to him, or of the woodemtl wnrks that he tlid. 
He was the son of a certain Jew, whos* na>ne was Pbtus. Ho wn« n 
man, as he b described by Joeephua. of • *no* prortlKHfa> character ; a 
dare both to mon(7 and to plesauKa. In public aflutn ha was uppualte 
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ee. N(m, idMo I hftd settled ih0 aifiuM of libe- 
HM, and hid aMMi i l iled my fticnds tm a w aihudrim^ 
I oomilted whmt I ahoold do as to John : irfiero- 
vpoo it apMared to be the opimon of all the Gali- 
Ibuis that I eiioald aim them ally and inarah against 
John, and pmnah him as the aslfaor of all iM dis- 
Qiden that had happened. Yet nas not I pleased 
widi their deterannatiaD ; as piupusiu g to eompoee 
tboe tnmbles without bloodihed. Upon tlus I 
exhorted tfwm to use the utmost cave to leain the 
sunes of all tiiai were under John ; iHiidi when 
tiiey had doae^ and I thereby was appriaed who 
themen weroy I fmblished an edlol» whovin I of- 
fered eeenritr ana m^ right hand to such of John's 
r as haa a 



party as had a mind to repent ; and I allowed 
twenty days' time to such as would take this most 
advantagMos oonrse fortiiemselTis. I also threat- 
coed, that nnkfls they threw down thehr anna^ I 
voald hnni their lioiiaes, and expose their mods to 
poblie ale. Wben the men heard of t&y they 
wen in no small disorder, and deaarted John ; and 
to the nnmber of har Jhoosand threw down their 
inna, and eame tome. So that no othen staid 
with John but his own MmntL and aboot fifteen 
handled strangeva that came nom the metropolis 
of ^^yx% ; and when John saw that he had been 
ootwitted by my atrataffeniy he continned afterward 
in his own oonntryy and was in great lear of me. 

67. But about this time it was that the people of 
Sqiphons grew insdent, and took up arms, out of 
a confidence they had in the strength of theur waUi^ 
And because they saw me engaged in other affiura 
aba So they sent to Cestius Gallus, who was pre> 
sdeDtof Spa» and desired that he would either 
eome quiekly to them, and take their dty under his 
protection, or send them a garrison. Accordingly 



Gallns nromised them to come, but did not wevA 
*ord nhen he wcnld come : and when I had 
leaned so mueh, I took the soldiers that were with 
me, and made an assault upon the people of Sep- 
pboria, and took tiieci^bv force. The Galileans 
took this opporlonity, as thinking they had now a 
proper time for sherog their hatred to them, since 
they bore m-wiU to that city also. They then ex- 
erted themaelTee, as if they would destroy them all 
iittetljr, with those that aojoumed there also. So 
^nm upon them, and set their houses on fire, 
as finding them without inhabitants ; for the men, 
oatof fear, ran together to the citadeL So the 
^Uleaoa carried off ereiy thing, and omitted no 
^ of deaolation which they could bring upon 
their eoontrymcn. When I saw this, I was ex- 
ooediagly troubled at it, and conunanded them to 
we d^ and put them in mind that it was not 
^Sroeable to piety to do such things to their coon- 
^Tmea : but since they neither would hearken to 
^rfaat I exhorted, nor to what I commanded them 
<odo (for tile hatred they bore to the peoide there 
^>8 too hard for my exhortations to them), I bade 
^^^m my friends, ipidio were most fiuthful to me, 
^ were about me, to gire oat reports, as if the 
Romans were liallinf upon the otiier part of the 
^vitii a great army ; and thia X did, that, by 
^ s report being spread abroad, I might restrain 
u« violence of the Galileans, and preaenre the city 
^Sepphoris. And at length this stratagem had ita 

?*yhoi| widltfai'ihlia. <artlMlMdaiMty |ilp>iN^lM>fctoi bat 
y Whi l , tta«h h» hmd hto mmbij ftvqamdy niMte Us pvwv. 

!*^_Bi ■«■ ako. tta* 4h« UMoay wUah this iMu wMto IL Ibr th« 
^ ftiM«n. Hid Mt^wM tothan pvli whm iM d««rlUi tlw 
■««i «»r wlik *• Um;mA «b« takii« «r Jtrantan." 



ea oy uua oomnTanioe oi muie. 

68. NaT, indeed. Tiberias had like \ 
plundered bythe ualileans also upon 1 
oocssbn : — ^The chief men of the aem 



effect ; for, upon hearing this report, they were hi 
fear for themseWes, and so they left off plundering^ 
and ran away ; and thia more especially, because 
they saw me, their eeneral, do the aame alao ; for, 
that I might cauae tnis report to be beUered, I pre- 
tended to be in fear as well as they. — ^Thus were 
the inhabitants of Sepphoris unexpectedly preserr- 
ed by this oontriTance of mine. 

Tiberias had like to have been 
the following 
senate wrote to 
the king, and desired that he would come to thsm, 
and take posaesaion of their city. The king pro- 
mised to come, and wrote a letter in answer to 
theirs^ and gave it^ to one of his bed-ehambsTy 
whose name was Ciispus, and who Tjras by birth a 
Jew, to carrv it to Tibcnss. When the Galileans 
knew that this man carried such a letter, thej 
caught him and brought him to me ; but as soon 
as the whole multitude heard of it, they were en- 
raged, and betook thcmsehres to their arms. So a 
neat many of them got together from all quarters 
tne next day, and came to the city AsochiSy where 
I then lodged, and made heavy damoun, and 
called the oty of Tiberias a traitor to them, and a 
friend to the king ; and deaired leave of me to go 
down and utteriy destroy it ; for they bore the like 
ill-will to the people of Tiberias as tibey did to those 
<^Sep^ris. 

69. When I heard this, I was hi doubt what to 
do, and hesitated by what means I might deUyer 
Tiberias from tiie rageof the Galileans ; for I oould 
not deny that those of Tiberias had written to the 
king^ and invited him to come to them ; for his let- 
ters to theni^ in answer thereto, would fully prove 
the truth of that So I sat a long time musfaur 
with myself, and then aaid to them, " 1 know well 
enough that the people of Tiberiaa have offended ; 
nor shall I forbia you to plunder the citv. How- 
ever, such things oufht to oe done with discretion ; 
for they of Tiberias nave not been the only betray- 
ers of our liberty, but many of the most eminent 
patriots of the Galileans, as they pretended to beu 
nave done the same. Tarry theiefore till I ahall 
thoroughly find out those authora of our danger, 
and then you ahall have them all at once undnr 
vonr ix>wer, with all such aa you ahall youraelvea 
brin^ in also." Upon my aayins this, I pacified the 
multitude, and they left off their anger, and went 
their ways ; and I gave orders that he who brought 
the king's letters anould be put into bonda ; but in 
a few days I pretended that I was oblifled, by a ne- 
cessaiy affair of my own, to ffo out of me kingdom. 
I then called Crispus privateTjr, and ordered him to 
make the soldier that kept him drunk, and to run 
away to the king. So when Tiberias was in danger 
of beiiig utterly destroved a seoond time, it escaped 
the danger by my skiliul management, and the care 
that I had for ita preeervation. 

70. About this time it was that Justus, the son 
of PistoS) without my knowledge, ran away to the 
king; the occasion of which I will bere rebate. 
Upon the beginning of tiie war between the Jews 
and the Romans, the people of Tiberias resolved to 
submit to the king, and not to revolt from the Ro- 
mans ; while Justus tried to persuade them to be^ 
take tiiemsdves to their arms, as being himself 
desirous of innovations, and having hopes of obtain- 
ing the government of Galilee, as well as of his own 
country [Tiberias] also. Yet did he not obtain 
what he hoped for, because the Galileans bore ill 
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will to those of Tiberias, and this on account of 
their an^er at what miseries they had suffered from 
them before the war ; thence it was that they would 
not endure that Justus should be their governor. 
I mj'self also, who had been intrusted by the com- 
munity of Jerusalem with the government of Gali- 
lee, did frequently come to that degree of rage at 
Justus, that I had ahnost resolved to kill him, as 
not able to bear his mischievous disposition. He 
was therefore much afraid of me, lest at length my 
passion should come to extremity ; so he went to 
the long, as supposing that he would dwell better 
and more safely with him. 

71. Now when the people of Sepphoris had, in 
so surprising a manner, escaped their first danger, 
they sent to Cestius Gallus, and desired him to 
come to them immediately, and take possession of 
their city, or else to send forces sufficient to repress 
all their enemies' inciursions upon them ; and at the 
last they did prevail with Gallus to send them a 
considerable army, both of horse and foot, which 
came in the night-time, and which they admitted 
into the city. But when the country round about 
it was harassed by the Roman army, I took those 
soldiers that were about me, and came to Garisme, 
where 1 cast up a bank, a good way off the city 
Sepphoris ; and when I was at twenty furlongs dis- 
tance, I came upon it by night, and made an as- 
sault upon its walls with my forces : and when I 
had oraered a considerable number of my soldiers 
to scale them with ladders, I became master of the 
greatest part of the city. But soon after, our un- 
acquaintedness with the places forced us to retire, 
after we bad killed twelve of the Roman footmen, 
and two horsemen, and a few of the people of Sep- 
phoris, with the loss of only a single man of our 
own. And when it afterwaHs came to a battle in 
the plain against the horsemen, and we had under- 
gone the duigers of it courageously for a long time, 
we were beaten ; for upon the Romans encompas- 
sing me about, my soldiers were afraid, and fell 
back. There fell m that battle one of Uiose that 
had been intrusted to guard my body ; his name 
was Justus^ who at this time had the same post 
with the king. At the same time also there came 
forces, both horsemen and footmen, from the king, 
and Sylla their commander, who was the captain 

)f his guard ; this Sylla pitched his camp at five 
urlongs' distance from Julias, and set a guard upon 
the roads, both that which led to Cana, and that 
which led to tlie fortress Gramala, that he might 
hinder their inhabitants from getting provisions out 
if Galilee. 

72. As soon as I had got intelligence of this, I 
Bent two thousand armed men, ana a captain over 
them, whose name was Jeremiah, who raised a 
bank a furlong off Julias, near to the river Jordan, 
and did no more than skirmish with the enemy ; 
till I took three thousand soldiers m^'self, and came 
to them. ^ But on the next day, when I had laid an 
ambush in a certain valley, not far from the banks, 
I provoked those that belonged to the king to come 
to a battle, and gave orders to my own soldiers to 
turn their backs upon them, until they should have 
drawn the enemy away from their camp, and brought 
them out into the field, which was done accordingly ; 
for Sylla^ supposing that our party did really run 
away, was r^dy to pursue them, when our soldiers 
that lay in ambush took them on their backs, and 
put diem all into great disorder. I also immedi- 
ately made a sudden turn with my own forces, and 



met those of the king's party, and put them to flight. 
And I had performed great things that day, if a 
certain fate had not been my hinderanoe ; for the 
horse on which I rode, and upon whose back I 
fought, fell into a quagmire, and threw me on the 
ground ; and I was bruised on my wrist, and car- 
ried into a village named Gephamome, or Caper- 
naum. When my soldiers heard of this, they were 
afraid I had been worse hurt than I was ; and so 
they did not go on with their pursuit any farther,, 
but returned in very ereat concern for me. I 
therefore sent for the physicians, and while I was • 
under their hands, I continued feverish that day ; 
and as the physicians directed, I was that night 
removed to Taricheee. 

73. When Sylla and his party were informed 
what happened to me, they took courage again ; 
and understanding that the watch was negligently, 
kept In our camp, they by night placed a body o! 
horsemen in ambush beyond Jordan, aQd when it 
was day they provoked us to fight ; and as we did 
not refuse it, but came into the plain, their horse- 
men appeared out of that ambush in which they 
had lain, and put our men into disorder, and made 
them run away ; so they slew six men of our side. 
Yet did they not go off with the victory at last ; for 
when they heard that some armed men were sailed 
from Tarichese to Julias, they were afraid, and 
retired. 

74. It was not now long before Vespasian came 
to Tyre, and king Agrippa with him : but the Ty- 
nans began to speak reproachfully of the king, and 
called him an enemy to the Romans ; for they said 
that Philip, the general of his army, had betrayed 
the royal palace and the Roman forces that ^-ere 
in Jerusalem, and that it was done by his command. 
When Vespasian heard of this report, he rebuked 
the Tyrians for abusing a man who was both aking 
and a friend to the Romans ; but he exhorted tlie 
king to send Philip to Rome, to answer for what he 
had done before Nero. But when Philip was sent 
thither, he did not come into the sight of Nero, for 
he found him very near death, on account of the 
troubles that then happened, and a civil war ; and 
so he returned to the king. But when Vespasian 
was come to Ptolemais, the chief men of Decapolis 
of Syria made a clamour against Justus of Tiberias^ 
because he had set their 'nllages on fire : so Ves- 
pasian delivered him to the king, to be put to 
death by those under the king's jurisdiction ; yet 
did the king only put him into bonds, and concealed 
what he had done from Vespasian, as I have before 
related. But the people of Sepphoris met Vespa* 
sian, and saluted him, and had forces sent him, with 
Placidus their commander : he also went up with 
them, as I also followed them, till Vespasian came 
into Gralilee. As to which coming of his, and after 
what manner it was ordered, and liow he foughthis 
first battle with me near the village Taridlieee, and 
how from thence they went to Jotapata, and how I 
was taken alive, and bound, and how I was after? 
ward loosed, with all that was done by me in the 
Jewish war, and during the siege of Jerusalem, I 
have accurately related them in the books concern- 
ing the War of the Jews. However, it will, I think, 
be fit for me to add now an account of those actions 
of my life which I have not related in that book of 
the Jewish war. 

75. For, when the siege of Jotapata was over, 
and I was among the Romans, I was kept with 
much care, by means of the great respect that Vea- 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



THE LIFE OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 



21 



pasiui 8liow|ed me. Moreover, at his command, I 
maxned a viiigin, who was from among the captiTes 
of that eomiti^r :* yet did she not live with me long, 
bat was divorced, upon mv being freed from my 
bonds, and my going to Alexandria. However, I 
married another wife at Alexandria, and was thenoe 
sent, together with Titus, to the sie^ of Jerusalem, 
and was frequently in danger of bemg put to death, 
— ^while both the Jews were very desirous to get me 
under their power, in order to have me punished ; 
and the Romans also, whenever they were beaten, 
supposed that it was occasioned by my treachery, 
and made continual clamours to the emperors, and 
desired that they would bring me to punishment, as 
a traitor to them : but Titus Caesar was well ato- 
quainted with the uncertain fortune of war, and 
retximed do answer to the soldiers' vehement soli- 
citations against me. Moreover, when the city of 
Jerusalem was taken by force, Titus Csesar per- 
suaded me frequently to take whatsoever I would 
of the rains of my countir, and said that he gave 
me leave so to do ; but when my country was des- 
troyed, I thought nothing else to be of any value 
which I could take and keep as a comfort under my 
calamities ; so I made this request to Titus, that 
my iamily might have their liberty : I had also the 
holy hooisf by Titus's concession : nor was it long 
after, that I asked of him the life of my brother, 
and of fifty friends with him ; and was not denied. 
When I also went once to the temple, by the per- 
mission of Titus, where there were a great multi- 
tude gf captive women and children, I got all those 
that I remembered, as among my own friends and 
acquaintances, to be set free, being in number about 
one hundred and ninety ; and so I delivered them, 
uithoat their pacing any price of redemption, and 
restored them to their former fortune ; and when 
I was sent by Titus CsBsar with Cerealius, and a 
thousand horsemen, toacertainvillagecalled Thecoa, 
in order to know whether it were a place fit for a 
camp, as I came back, I saw many captives cruci- 
fied ; and remembered three of them as my former 
acquaintance. I was very sorry at this in my mind, 
and went with tears in m^ eyes to Titus, and told 
him of them ; so he mimediately commanded 
them to be taken down, and to have the greatest 
care taken of them, in order to their recovery ; yet 
two of them died under the physician's hands, whiie 
the third recovered. 

76. But when Titus had composed the troubles 
in Judea, and conjectured that the kuids which I 
had in J odea would bring me no profit, because a 
garrison to guard the country was afterward to pitch 



«• Hot* loHphw, ft prim, heocaUy omfhMS thai Im dU thM at Um 
conanad of VmpmImi, wMeh b* IimI ImAm told us wa* not lawftd Ibr a 
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there, he gave me another country in the pbdn ; 
and, when he was eomg away to Rome, he made 
choice of me to sail along with him, and paid me 
great respect ; and when we were oome to R<wne, 
i had great care taken of me by Vespasian ; for he 
gave me an apartment in his own house, which he 
lived in before he came to the empire. He also 
honoured me with the privilege of a Roman citizen, 
and gave me an annual pension ; and continued to 
respeot me to the end of his life, without any abate- 
ment of his kindness to me ; whidi very thing 
made me envied, and brought me into danger ; for 
a certain Jew, whose name was Jonathan, who 
had raised a tumult in Cyrene, and had persuaded 
two thousand men of that country to join with him, 
was the occasion of their ruin ; but when he was 
bound by the governor of that countiy, and sent to 
the emperor, he told him that I had sent him both 
weapons and money. However, he could not con- 
ceal his being a liar from Vespasian, who condemn- 
ed him to me ; according to which sentence he 
was put to death. Nay, after that, when those that 
envied my good fortune did frequently bring accu- 
sations against me, by God's providence I escaped 
them all I also received from Vespasian no small 
quantity of land, as a free gift, in Judea ; about 
which time I divorced my wife also, as not pleased 
with her behaviour, though not till she had been 
the mother of three children ; two of whom are 
dead, and one, whom I had named Hyrcanus, is 
alive. After this I married a wife who had lived' 
at Crete, but a Jewess by birth : a woman she was 
of eminent parents, and such as were the most il- 
lustrious hi all the country, and whose character 
was beyond that of most otner women, as her future 
life did demonstrate. By her I had two sons ; the 
elder's name was Justus, and the next Simonidesy 
who was also named Agrippa : and these were the 
circumstances of my domestic affairs. However, 
the kindness of the emperor to me continued still 
the same ; for when Vespasian was dead, Titus, 
who succeeded him in the government, kept up the 
same respect for me which I had from his £hther ; 
and when I had fre<|uent accusations bud against 
me, he would not bebeve them : and Domitian, who 
succeeded, still augmented his respects to me ; for 
he punished those Jews that were mv accusers ; 
and gave command that a servant of mme, who was 
a eunuch, and my accuser, should be punished. 
He also made that countiy I had in Judea, tax- 
free, which is a mark of the greatest honour to him 
who hath it ; nay, Domitia, the wife of Caesar, con- 
tinued to do me kindnesses : And this is the ac- 
count of my whole life ; and let others judge of my 
character by them as they please ; but to thee, O 
Epaphroditus4! thou most excellent of men ! do I 
dedicate all this treatise of our Antiquities ; and 
so, for the present, I here conclude the whole. 

t orthk Kvaphrodltos, ne th« note Ob the PNAwe to the Antiqnitica. 
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{ 1. Those who undertake to write histories, do 
not, I perodve, take that trouble on one and the 
same account, bat for many reasons, and those such 
as are rery different one firpm another ; for some 
of them apply themselves to this part of learning 
to ^ow their skill in composition, and that they 
may therein acquire a reputation for speaking 
finely ; others of them there are who write histo- 
xiesy in order to gntify those that happened to be 
eoneemed in them, and on that account have spa- 
red DO pains, but rather gone beyond their own 
abifities in the performanoe ; but others there are, 
'wfao, of neoesri^ and by force, are driven to write 
history, because they are concerned in the fiusts, 
and 80 cannot excuse themselves from committing 
them to writing, for the advantage of posterity : 
nay, there are not a few who are induced to draw 
their historical fiicts out of darkness into light, and 
to prodooe them for the benefit of the public, on 
aoooant of the great importance of the facts them- 
flehrea with which they nave been eoneemed. Now 
of these several reasons for writing history, I must 
profess the two last were my own reasons also ; for 
flinoe I was mvself interested in that war which we 
JewB had with the Romans, and Ibiew myself its 
partiedar actions, and what conclusion it had, I 
was forced to give the history of it, because I saw 
that others perverted the truth of those actions in 
their writings. 

2. Now I have undertaken the present work, as 
thinking it will app^ to all the Greeksf worthv 
of their study ; lor it will contain all our antiqm* 
ties, and the oonstitation of our government, as in- 
terpreted^pt of the Hebrew Soriptures ; and in- 
deed I dVformerly intend, when I wrote of the 
war,t to explain who the Jews originally were, — 
what fortonee they had been subject to, — and by 
what legislator thev had been instructed in piety, 
and the exercise oi other virtues, — what wUrs also 
th^ had made in remote ages, till they were un- 
wiUiD^y engaged in this bet with the Romans ; 
but because this work would take up a ereat com- 
pass^ I separated it into a set treatise by itself, with 
a beginning of its own, and its own conclusion ; but 
in process of time, as usually happens to such as 
uDoertake great tUngs, I grew weary, and went on 
aiowly, it being a large subject, and a difficult thing 
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to translate our history into a foreign, and to us 
unaccustomed language. However, some persons 
there were who desirod to know our history, and 
so exhorted me to go on with it ; and, above aJl tiie 
rest, Epaphroditus,§ a man who is a lover of all 
kind of learning, but is principally delighted wi^ 
the knowledge of history ; and this on accotmt ^ 
his having been himself eoneemed in great affaus, 
and xftanv turns of fortune, and havmg shewn a 
wonderful vigour of an excellent nature, and an 
immoveable virtuous resolution in them all. I 
yielded to this man's persuasions, who always ex- 
cites such as have abilities in what is useful and 
acceptable, to join their endeavours with his. I 
was also ashamed myself to permit any laziness of 
disposition to have a greater influence upon me 
than the delight of taking pains in such studies as 
were very useful : I thereupon stirred up mysetf, 
and went on with my work more cheerfully. Be- 
sides the foregoing motives, I had others which 1 
greatiy reflected on ; and these were, that our fore- 
mthers were willing to communicate such things to 
others ; and that some of the Greeks took consider- 
able TOuns to know the affairs of our nation. 

8. I found, therefore, that the second of the 
Ptolemies was a king who was extraordinarily dili- 
gent in what concerned learning and the oollecticm 
of books ; that he was also peculiarly ambitious to 
procure a translation of our law, and of the consti- 
tution of our government therein contained, into 
the Greek tongue. Now Eleazar, the high priest, 
one not inferior to any other of that dignity among 
us, did not envy the forenamed king the participa- 
tion of that advanta^i^, which otherwise ne would 
for certain have domed him, but that he knew the 
custom of our nation was, to hinder nothing of what 
^e esteemed ourselves from being communicated 
to others. Accordingly, I thought it became me 
both to imitate the generosity of our high priest, 
and to suppose there miffht even now be many lov- 
ers of learning like the king ; for he did not obtain 
all our writings at that tune ; but those who were 
sent to Alexandria as interpreters, gave him only 
the books of the law, while there were a vast num^ 
her of other matters in our sacred books. They 
indeed contain in them the history of five thousand 
years ; in which time happened many strange acci- 
dents, many chances of war, and great actions of 
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the commanden, and mutatioDB of the form of our 
govemment Upon the whole, a man that will pe- 
mse this history, may principally learn from it, 
that all events succeed well, even to an incredible 
degree, and the reward of felicity is proposed bv 
G<^ ; but then it is to those that follow his will, 
and do not venture to break his excellent Uws ; — 
and that so far as men any way apostatize from the 
accurate observation of them, what was practicable 
before, becomes impracticable ;* and whatsoever 
they set about as a good thing is converted into an 
incurable calamity : — and now I exhort all tibose 
that peruse these books to apply their minds to 
God ; and to examine the mind of our legislator, 
whether he Iiatih not understood his nati^ in a 
manner worthy of him ; and hath not ever ascribed 
to him such operations as become hb power, and 
hath not preserved his writings from those indecent 
fables which others have framed, although, by the 
great distance of time when he lived, he might have 
securely forged such lies ; for he lived two thou- 
sand years ago ; fl;t which vast distance of ages the 
poets tibiemselves have not been so hardy as to fix 
even the generations of their gods, much less the 
actions of their men, or their own laws. As I pro- 
ceedy therefore, I shall accurately describe what is 
tontained in our records, in the order of time that 
Wongs to ihem ; for I have already promised so 
to do throughout tfiis undertakihg, and this without 
adding any thing to what is therein contained, or 
taking away any thing therefrom. 

4. But because almost all ouroonstitution depends 
on the wisdom of Moses, our legislator, I cannot 
avoid saying somewhat concerning him beforehand, 
though I shall do it briefly ; I mean, because other- 
wise those that read my book may wonder how it 
comes to pass that my discourse, which promises 
an account of laws and historical facts, contains so 
much of philosophy. The reader is therefore to 
know, that Moses deemed it exceeding necessary, 
that he who would conduct his own lijfe well, and 
give laws to others, in the first place should consi- 
der the divine nature, and upon the contemplation 
of God's operations, should thereby imitate the best 
of all patterns, so far as it is possible far human 
nature to do, and to endeavour to follow afl«r it ; 
neither could the legislator himself have a right 
mind without such a contemplation ; nor would any 
thing he should write tend to the promotion of vir- 
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tue in his readers ; I mean, unless they be tanglit 
first of all, that Grod is the Father and Lord of aJl 
things, and sees all things, and that thence he be- 
stows a happy life upon those that follow him ; but 
plunges such as do not walk in the paths of virtue 
into inevitable miseries. Now when Moses was 
desirous to teach this lesson to his countrymen, be 
did not begin tiie establishment of his laws after 
the same manner that otiier legislators did ; X 
mean, upon contracts and other rites between one 
man and another, but by raising their minds up- 
wards to regard Grod, and his creation of the world ; 
and by persuading them, that we men are the most 
excellent of the creatures of Grod upon earth. Now 
when once he had brought them to submit to reli- 
gion, he easily persuaded them to submit in all 
other things ; for, as to other legisUtors/ they fol- 
lowed fables, and, by their discourses, transferred 
the most reproachful of human vices unto the goda, 
and so idToi^ed wicked men the most plausible e^^- 
cuses for their crimes ; but, as for our legislator, 
when he had once demonstrated that God was pos- 
sessed of perfect virtue, he supposed that men also 
ought to strive after the participation of it ; and on 
those who did not so think and ao believe, he in- 
flicted the severest punishments. I exhort, there- 
fore, my readers to examine this whole undertar 
king in that view ; for thereby it will appear to 
them that there is nothing therein disa^preeable 
either to the majestv of God, or to his love to man- 
kind ; for all things have here a reference to the na- 
ture of the universe ; while our legislature speaks 
some things wisely, but enigmaticiuly, and others 
under a decent allegory, but still explains such 
things as required a direct explication plainly and 
expressly. However, those tnat have a mind to 
know the reasons of eveiy thing, ma^ find here a 
very curious philosophical theory, which I now in- 
deed shall wave the explication of ; but if God af- 
ford me time for it, I will set about writing it,+ 
after I have finished the present work. I shall 
now betake myself to the history before me, after 
I have first mentioned what Moses says of the cre^ 
ation of the world, which I find described in the 
sacred books after the manner following. 
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BOOK I. 

CORTAIVIVO THB IKTBRTAL OF THRBB THOUSAND BIORT BUBORBO ABD 
THIRTT-THRBB TBAR8. 

KIOM THE CREATION TO THE DEATH OF ISAAC. 



CHAPTER I. 

TH£ O OBBl ' IfU TIOB OF THB WORLD, AND THB DISPOSI- 
TION OF THB ELBMS.TT8. 

§ I. In the l>egiimiiig God created the beRyen and 
the cRTth ; but when the earth did not oome into 
B|>;hty hot was eorered with thick darkneas, and a 
wind mored upon its surfitoe, God commanded that 
there should be Ugfat ; and when that was made, he 
considered the whole mass, and separated the light 
and the dazkneas ; and the name he gave to one 
WS8 Niglkty and the other he called Day ; and 
he named the heginning of light and the time of 
rest, The Evening and The Momina ; and this was 
indeed the first da^ : hut Moses said it was one day, 
—the cause of which I am able to give even now ; 
bat because I have promised to give such reasons 
for all things in a treatise by itseu, I shall put off 
its exposition till that time. After this, on the se- 
cond day, he placed the heaven over the whole 
world, and separated it from the other narts ; and 
he determined it should stand by itseli. He also 
placed a oystalliiie [firmament] round it, and put 
together in a manner agreeable to the earth, and 
fitted it for giving moisture and rain, and for af- 
fording the advantage of dews. On tiie third day 
he appointed the dry land to appear, with the sea 
itself round about it ; and on the very same day he 
made the plants and the seeds to sprmg out of the 
earth. On tiie fourth day he adorned the heavens 
with the snn, tiie moon, and the other stars ; and 
appointed them their motions and courses, that the 
vidasitudes of the seasons might beclearly signified. 
And on the fifth day he produced the living crea- 
tures, both those that swim and those that fly ; the 
former in the sea, the latter in the air : he also 
sorted them as to society and mixture, for procre- 
ation, and tiiat their kinds might increase and mul- 
tiply. On the sixth day he created the four-footed 
beasts, and made them male and female : on the 
Bune day he also formed man. Accordingly Moses 
says. That in just six days the worid and all that 
is therein was made ; and that the seventh day was 
a rest, and a release from the labour of such ope- 
ntioos ; — whence it is that we celebrate a rest from 
our labours on that day, and call it the Sabbath ; 
which word denotes rat in the Hebrew tongue. 

2. Moreover, Moses, after the seventh day was 
srer,* begins to talk philosophically ; and concern- 
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ing the formation of man, says thus : That God 
took dust from the ground, and formed man, and 
inserted in liim a spirit and a soiil.f This man 
was called Adam, which in the Hebrew tongue sig* 
nifies one that %$ red, because he was formed out of 
red earth, compounded together ; for of that kind 
is virgin and true earth. God also presented the 
living creatures, when he had made them, accord- 
ing to their kinds, both male and female, to Adam, 
who gave them those names by which they are still 
called. But when he saw that Adam had no female 
companion, no society, for there was no such cre- 
ated, and that he wondered at the other animals 
which were male and female, he laid him asleep, 
and took away one of his ribs, and out of it formed 
the woman ; wherenpon Adam knew her when she 
was brought to him, and acknowledged that she was 
made out of himself. Now a woman is called in 
the Hebrew tongue Jtaa ; but the name of this wo- 
man was Eve, which signifies CAtf motker of all 
liring. 

3. Moses says farther, that God planted a para- 
dise in the east, flourishing with all sorts of trees , 
and that among them was the tree of life, and ano- 
ther of knowledge, whereby was to be known what 
was ffood and evu ; and that when he brought Adam 
and his wife into this garden, he commanded them 
to take care of the plants. Now the garden was 
watered by one river,:^ which ran round about the 
whole earUi. and was parted into four parts. And 
Phison, which denotes a multitude, running into 
India, makes its exit into the sea, and is bv the Grreeka 
called Ganges. Euphrates also, as well as Tigris, 

foes down into the Red Sea.§ Now the name 
iUphrates, or Phrath, denotes either a dispersion, 
or a flower : by Tigris, or DigUth, is signified what 
is swift, with narrowness ; and Geon runs through 
Egypt, and denotes what arises from the east, 
which the Greeks call Nile. 

4. God therefore commanded that Adam and his 
wife should eat of all the rest of the plants, but to 
abstain from the tree of knowledge ; and foretold 
to them, thaty if they touched it, it would prove their 
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fiction. But while all the living creatoxeB had 
language/ at that time the serpent which then 
ived together wiUi Adam and his wife, showed an 
envious disposition, at his snpposal of their living 
happily, and in obeidienoe to tne commands of God ; 
and imagining, that, when they disobeyed them, 
they woidd &I1 into calamities, he persuaded the 
woman, out of a malicious intention, to taste of the 
tree of knowledge, telling them, that in that tree 
was the knowledge of good and evil ; which know- 
ledge when they should obtain, they would lead a 
happy life, nay, a life not inferior to that of a god : 
by which means he overcame the woman, and per- 
suaded her to despise the command of God. Now 
when she had tasted of that tree, and was pleased 
with its fruit, she persuaded Adam to make use of 
it also. Upon this tiiey perceived that they were 
become naKed to one another ; and being ashamed 
thus to appear abroad, ihey invented somewhat to 
cover them ; for the tree sharpened their under- 
standing ; and they covered themselves with fig- 
leaves ; and tying these before them, out of modes- 
ty, they thought they were happier than they were 
before, as they had discovered what they were in 
want of. But when God came into the garden, 
Adam, who was wont before to come and converse 
with lum, being conscious of his wicked behaviour, 
went out of the way. This behaViour surj^rised 
God ; and he asked what was the cause of this his 
procedure ; and whjr he, that before delighted in 
that conversation, did now fly from it, and avoid it 
When he made no replv, as conscious to himself 
that he had transgressed the command of God, Grod 
said, ** I had before determined about you both, how 
you might lead a happy life, without any affliction, 
and care, and vexation of soul ; and that all things 
which might contribute to your enjoyment and 
pleasure ^ould grow up by my providence, of their 
own accord, wiuiout your own labour and pains- 
takmg ; which state of labour and nains-taking 
would soon bring on old age ; and deatn would not 
be at any remote distance : but now thou hast 
abused this my good-will, and hast disobeyed my 
commands ; for thy silence is not the sign of thy vir- 
tue, but of ihy evil consdenoe. However, Adam ex- 
cused his sin, and entreated God not to be angry 
at him, and laid the blame of what was done upon 
his wife ; and said that hewasdeceived by her, and 
thence became an offender ; while she again ac- 
cused the serpent. But Grod allotted him punish- 
ment, because he weakly submitted to the counsel 
of his wife ; and said, the ground should not hence- 
forth yield its trmiH of it6 own accord, but that 
when it should be harassed by their labour, it 
should bring forth some of its fruits, and refuse to 
bring forth others. He also made Eve liable to 
die mconvenlencY of breeding, and the sharp pains 
of bringing forth children, and this because she 
persuaded Adam with the same arguments where- 
with the serpent had persuaded her, and had there- 
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by brought him into a calamitous condition. He 
also deprived the seipent of speech, out of indigna- 
tion at his malicious disposition towards Adam. 
Besides this, he inserted poison under his tongue, 
and made hun an enemy to men ; and suggested to 
them that they should oireet their strokes against 
his head, that being the place wherein lay his mis- 
chievous designs towards men, and it being easiest 
to take vengeance on him that way i and when he 
had depriv^ him of the use of his feet, he made 
him to go rolling all along, and draggmg himself 
upon the ground. And mea God had i^pointed 
these penalties for them, he removed Adam aad Eve 
out of the garden into another place. 



CHAPTER II. 

CONCERNIIfO THE POSTERITT OF ADAM, AND THE TB^ 
GENERATIONS FROM HIM TO THE DELUGE. 

§ 1. Adam and Eve had two sons ; the elder of 
them was named Cain ; which name, when it is in- 
terpreted^ signifies a pos$e$sion. The younger was 
Abel, which signifies 9orrow. Theyhad also daugh- 
ters. Now, the two brethren were pleased with 
different courses of life ; for Abel, the younger, 
was a lover of righteousness, and, believing uiat 
Grod was present at all his actions, he exceUed ir 
virtue ; and his employment was that of a '^shep- 
herd. But Cain was not only very widced in other 
respects, but was wholly intent i^>on getting ; and 
he first contrived to plough the ground. He slew 
his brother on the occasion following : — They had 
resolved to sacrifice to Grod. Now Cain brought 
the fruits Of the earth, and of his husbandry ; but 
Abel brought milk, and the first-frnits of his flocks ; 
but God was more delighted with the latter obla^ 
tion,+ when he was honoured with what grew 
naturally of its^ own accord, than he was with what 
was the invention of a covetous man, and gotten by 
forcing the ground ; whence it was that C^ was 
veiy angry that Abel was preferred by God before 
him ; and he slew his brother, and hid his dead 
body, thinking to escape discovery. But God, 
knowing what Had been done, came to Cain, and 
asked him what was become of his brother, because 
he had not seen him of many days, whereas he used 
to observe them conversing toother at other times. 
But Cain was in doubt wim himself, and Imew not 
what answer to give to God. At firat he said that 
he was himself at a loss about his brother's disap^ 
pearing ; but when he was provoked by God, who 
pressed him vehementi;^^, as resolving to know what 
the matter was, he repued, he was not his brother's 
guardian or keeper, nor was he an observer of what 
he did. But in return, God convicted Qun, as 
having been the murderer of his brother ; and 
said, " I wonder at thee, that thou knowest not 
what is become of a man whom thou thyself hast 
destroyed." God therefore did not inflict the pun- 
ishment [of death] upon him, on account of his 
offering sacrifice, and thereby making supplication 
to him not to be extreme in his wrath to mm ; but 
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diooa to name them ; I will therefore only endea- ^ 
TOUT to pre an account of thoee that proceeded 
from SetL Now this Seth, when he was broueht 
up, and came to thoee years in which he could cUb- 
oem what was good, became a yirtuous man ; and 
as he was himself of an excellent character, so did 
he leave children behind him who imitated his vir- 
tue84: All these proved to be of good dispositions. 
They also inhabited the same oountiy witnout dis- 
sensions, and in a happy condition, without any 
midbrtunes falling upon tncm till they died. They 
also were the inventors of that peculiar sort of wis- 
dom which is concerned with tne heavenly bodies, 
and their order. And that their inventions might 
not be lost before they were sufficiently known, 
upon Adam's prediction that the world was to be 
destroyed at one time by the force of fire,, and at 
another time by the violence and quantity of water, 
they made two pillars ;§ the one of brick, the other 
of stone : they mscribed their discoveries on them 
botJi, that in case the pillar of brick should be de- 
stroyed bv the flood, the pillar of stone might re- 
main, and exhibit ihoee discoveries to mankind ; 
and also inform them that there was another pillar 
of brick erected bv them. Nowthis remains m the 
land of Siriad to this day. 



CHAPTER 1X1. 

OONCEBiaNO THS FLOOD ; AND AFTER WHAT MANMBft 
NOAH WAS 8AVBD IN AN AHK, WITH HIS KINDBBD, 
AND AFTE&WABDS DWKLT IN THE PLAIN OF SHIXAIL 

§ 1. Now this posteritv of Seih continued to esteem 
Grod as the Lord of the universe, and to have an 
entire regard to virtue, for seven generations ; but 
in process of time they were perverted, and forsook 
the practices of their forefathers, and did neither 
pay those honours to God which were appointed 
them, nor had they any concern to do justice to- 
wards men. But tor wnat desree of zeal they had 
formerly shown for virtue, tnejr now showed by 
their actions a double degree of wickedness ; where- 
by they made God to be their enemy ; for many 
angels i| of God accompanied with women, and be- 
ffat sons that proved unjust, and despisers of all 
that was good, on account of the confidence they 
had in their own strength, for the tradition is. That 
these men did what resembled the acts of those 
whom the Grecians call giants. But Noah was veiy 
uneasy at what they did ; and, being displeased at 
their conduct, persuaded them to change their dis- 
positions and their acts for the better ; — ^but, seeing 
that ihey did not yield to him, but were slaves to 
their wicked pleasures, he was afraid they would 
kill him, together with his wife ^nd childrai, and 
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he made him aocuraed, and threatened his posterity 
in the aeventh generation. He also cast nim, to- 
gether with hiB wife out of that land. And when 
he wtm ftfiEud, that m wanderins about he should 
&11 Mnong[ wild beasts, and by mat means perish, 
God bid him not to entertain such a melancholy 
nspiciofiy and to go over all the earth without fear 
of what mifichiflf he might suffer from wild beasts ; 
sod wetting a mark upon him that he might be 
knowiiy he eommanded nim to depart 

2. And TrbiBa Gain had travelled over many 
eoontriesy he, with his wife, built a Gty, named 
Nod, which is a pUce so called, and there he set- 
tled hia abode ; where also he had children. How- 
erer, he did not accept of his punishment in order 
to amendment, but to increase nis wickedness ; for 
be only aimed to procure every thing that was for 
lus own bodily pleasure, though it obliged him to 
be injuKioiie to nis neighbonn. He augmented his 
hooseheld flabsfaoice with much wealth, by rapine 
and Tiolenee ; he excited his acquaintance to pro- 
cure pleemzes and spoils by robbenr, and became 
a great leader of men into wickea eoursee. He 
tm^ intiodneed a change in that way of simplicity 
wheiein men lived before ; and was the author of 
measnrea and weights. And whereas they lived 
innoeentiiy and generouBly while they knew nothing 
of such arts, he changed the world into cunning 
cnftineak He first dT all set boundaries about 
lands ; he huHt a city, and fortified it with walls, 
and he eompelled his family to come together to it ; 
and caDed fnat eity Enoch, after the name of his 
ddest son Enoch. Now Jared was the son of 
EnoGfa ; whose son was Halaliel ; whose son was 
Ifathnsela ; whose son was Lamech ; who had 
eeveoty-eeven children hf two wivee^ Silla and Ada. 
Of those children by Ada, one was Jabal ; he 
erected tents, and loved the life of a shepherd. 
Bat Jnbal, v^ was bom of the same mother with 
him, ezerased himself in music ;* and invented the 
pasHeiy and the harp. But Tubal, one of his chil- 
drcnby the other wife, exceeded all men In strength, 
and was veiy «q>ert and fiunous in martial per- 
fmnaacesL He procured what tended to the plea- 
Bores of the body by that method ; and first of all 
inrcnted the art of making brass. Lamech was 
also the father of a daughter, whose name was Na- 
amsli ; and because he was so skilful in matters 
si diviiie revelation, that he knew he was to be 
pomdied for Gain's mnrder of his brother, he made 
that known to his wives. Nay, even whUe Adam 
was alive, It eame to pan that the posterity of Gain 
became exeeedingly wicked, every one suooeasively 
djiBg one after another, more wicked than the for- 
ner. Ihsy were int^oable in war, and vehement 
ID rgbberiee ; and if an^ one were slow to murder 
peopfe, yet was he bold m his profligate behaviour, 
a acting mmistly, and doins injury for gain. 

1 New, Adam, who wasSie ozBt man, and made 
oat of iSbm earth (for our disoourse must now be 
•Iwit hmi,) after Abel was slain, and Gain fled 
away on aoooant of bis murder, was solicitous for 
foeterity, and had a vdiement deshe of children, 
at beinc two hundred and thirty years old ; after 
vbidi tone he lived other seven nundred, and then 
died. He had indeed manv other children,t but 
SelhinpMtiwilar. As for the rest> it would bete- 
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thofie they had married ; ao he departed out of that 
land. 

2. Now Grod loved this TDan for his righteousness ; 
yet he not only condemned those other men for 
their wickedness, hut determined to destroy the 
whole race of mankind, and to make another race 
that should be pure from wickedness ; and cutting 
short their lives, and making their years not so 
many as they formerly lived, but one hundred and 
twenty only,* he turned the dry kuid into sea ; and 
thus were all these men destroyed : but Noah alone 
was saved ; for God suggested to him the following 
contrivances and way of escape : — That he should 
make an ark of four stories high, three hundred 
cubitsf long, fifty cubits broad, and thirty cubits 
high. Accordingly he entered into that ark, and 
his wife and sons, and their wives ; and put into it 
not only other provisions, to support their wants 
there, but also sent in with the rest all sorts of liv- 
ing creatures, the male and his female, for the pre- 
servation of their kinds ; and others of them by 
sevens. Now this ark had firm walls, and a roof, 
and was braced with cross beams, so that it could 
not be any way drowned or overborne by the vio- 
lence of uie water ; and thus was Noah, with his 
family, preserved. Now he was the tenth from 
Adam, as being the son of Lamech, whose father 
was Mathusela. He was the son of Enoch, the son 
of Jared ; and Jared was the son of Malaleel, who, 
with many of his sisters, were the children of Cain- 
an, the son of Enos. Now EnoB tvas the son of 
Seth, the son of Adam. 

3. This calamity happened in the six hundredth 
year of Noah's government [a^], in the second 
month^: called by the Macedonians Dtt», but by 
the Hebrews Marchesuan ; for so did they order 
their year in Egypt ; but Moses appointed that 
Nisany which is the same with Xantnicus, should 
be the first month for their festivals, because he 
brought them out of Egypt in that month : so that 
this month began the year as to all the solemnities 
they observed to the honour of God, although he 
preserved the original order of the months as to 
selling and buying, and other ordinary affiiirs. Now 
he says that tnis flood began on the twenty-seventh 
[seventeenth] day of the forementioned month ; 
and this was two thousand six hundred and fifty- 
six [one thousand six hundred and fifty-six] years 
from Adam, the first man ; and the time is written 
down in our sacred books, those who then lived 
having noted down,$ with great accuracy, both the 
births and deaths of illustrious men. 

4. For indeed Seth was bom when Adam was in 
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his two hundred and thirtieth year, who lived nine 
hundred and thirty years. Seth begat Enos in his 
two hundred and fifth year ; who, when he had 
lived nine hundred and twelve years, delivered the 
government to Cainan his son, whom he had in his 
hundred and ninetieth year ; he lived nine hundred 
and five years. Cainan, when he had lived nine 
hundred and ten years, had his son Malaleel, who 
was bom in his hundred and seventieth year. This 
Malaleel, having lived eif ht hundred and ninety- 
five years, died, leaving his son Jared, whom he 
begat when he was in nis hundred and sixty-fifth 
year. He lived nine hundred and sixty-two years ; 
and then his son fhioch succeeded hun, who was 
bom when his father was one hundred and sixty* 
two years old. Now he, when he had lived three 
hundred and sixty-five years, departed, and went to 
God ; whence it is that they have not written down 
lus death. Now Mathusala, the son of Enoch, who 
was bom to him when he was one hundred and 
sixty-five years old, had Lamech for his son when 
he was one hundred and eighty-seven years of age 
to whom he delivered the government, when he 
had retained it nine hundred and sixty-nine years. 
Now Lamech, when he had governed seven hun- 
dred and seventy-seven yearn, wpointed Noah, his 
son, to be ruler of the people, who was bom to La- 
mech when he was one hundred and eighty-two 
years old, and retained the government nine hun- 
dred and fifty years. These years collected toge- 
ther, make up the sum before set down ; but let no 
one inquire into the deaths of these men, for they 
extended their lives along together with tiieir chil- 
dren and grandchildren ; but let him have regard 
to their births only. 

5. When God gave the signal, and it began to 
rain, the water poured down forty entire days, till 
it became fifteen cubits higher than the earth ; 
which was the reason why there was no greater 
number preserved, since they had no place to fly to. 
When the rain ceased, the water did but just begin 
to abate, after one hundred and fifty days (that is, 
on the seventeenth day of the seventh month) it 
then ceasing to subside for a little while. After 
this the ark rested on the top of a certain mountain 
in Armenia ; which, ^en Noah understood, be 
opened it ; and seeing a small piece of land about 
i^ he contined quiet, and conceived some dieerful 
hopes of deliverance ; but a few days afterward, 
when the water was decreased to a greater degree, 
he sent out a raven, as desirous to leam whether 
any other part of the earth were left dry by the 
water, and whether he might go out of the ark with 
safety ; but the raven, fin£ng all the Und still over- 
flowed, returned to Noah again. And after seven 
days he sent out a dove, to know the state of the 
ground ; which came back to him covered with 
mud, and bringing an olive-branch. Hereby Noah 
teamed that the earth was become dear of the flood. 
So after he had staid seven more days, he sent the 
living creatures out of Uie ark ; and both he and 
his family went out, when he also sacrificed to God, 
and feasted with his companions. However, tfie 
Armenians call this pUM» (Airo/3ar^piovli) The 

I ThU Ano^arflpioyf or Ptaee t^Dtteemt, b the proper nAdering 
of the Armenian name of this Terydty. It la called In Ptolemy Naxu 
ana. and by Moaae Chormenals, the Armenian historian, idshemam : bu 
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P'-irf of Dfteent; for the ark bein» saved in that 
place, ItB remains are shown there by the inhabit- 
ants to this day. 

S. Now an the writers of barbarian histories 
rake mention of this flood and of this ark ; amoni^ 
Kbom is BerosQs the Chaldean ; for when he is 
fecribing the ctrcnmstanoes of the flood, he f^oes 
« thus :— ^It is said there is still some part of this 
ihip in Armenia, at the mountain of the Cordyie- 
izts ; and that some people eairy off pieces of the 
Mtumen, which they take away, and nse chiefly as 
ifflolets for the averting of mischiefs." Hierony- 
mos the Egyptian, also, who wrote the Phoenician 
Antiquities, and Mnaseas, and a great many more, 
make mention of the same. Nay, Nicolaus of Da- 
mawas, in his ninety-sixth book, hath * particular 
relation about them, where he speaks thus: — 
•There is a (creat mountain in Armenia, over Min- 
TA^, caHed Baris, upon which it is reported that 
Bony who fled at the time of the Deluge were saved ; 
tnJ that one who was carried in an aric came on 
^ore upon the top of it ; and that the remains of 
the timber were a great while preserved. This 
mijrht be the man about whom Moses, the legisla- 
tor of the Jews wrote." 

7. But as for Noah, he was afraid, mnce God had 
<letenmned to destroy mankind, lest he should 
droini the earth every year ; so he offered burnt- 
offerings, and besought God that Nature might 
hereafter go on in its former orderly course, and 
that he would not bring on so great a judgment 
any more, by which the whole race of creatures 
plight be in danger of destruction ; but that, hav- 
ing now punished the wicked, he would of his good- 
ness spare the remainder, and such as he had hi- 
therto judged fit to be delivered from so severe a 
eaUmity ; for that otherwise these last must be 
more miserable than the first, and that they must 
he condemned to a worse condition than the others, 
iinlesB they be suffered to escape entirely ; that is, 
tf they be reserved for another deluge, while they 
most be afl!icted with the terror and sight of the 
fint deluge, and roust also be destroyed by a se- 
cond. He also entreated God to accept of his sa^ 
crifioe, and to grant that the earth might never 
again undergo the like effects of his wrath ; that 
inen might m permitted to go on cheerfully in cul- 
tivating the same — to build cities, and live happily 
m them ; and that they might not be deprived of 
Any of those good things which they enjoyed before 
the Flood ; but might attain to the like length of 
^ys and old age which the ancient people had ar- 
rived at before. 

8. When Noah had made these supplications, 
^« who-4eved the man for his rignteousness, 
panted entire success to his prayers, and said, 
that it was not he who brought the destruction on 
» polluted world, but that they underwent that ven- 
geance on account of their own wickedness ; and 
^ he had not brought men into the world if he 
had himself determined to destroy them, it being 
an instance of greater wisdom not to have granted 
them life at all, than, after it was granted, to pro- 
«ffe their destruction ; "but the injuries," said he, 
"they offered to my holiness and virtue, forced me 
to bring this puntthment upon them ; but I irill 

IS^ «»«•«§ bMB«IM flwon, 9eTk*F1at»iffDUp*nUm, cn»tooan% 
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^wn Awt, a mhid to w« th» place himaeir, but met with too graat 
****«*>■>»« dHBcidttai to vnttnrt thro<i«h thorn. 



leave off for the time to come to require sudi nnn- 
ishments, the effects of ao great wrath, for their 
future wicked actions, and especially on account of 
thy prayers ; but if I shall at any time send tem- 
pests of rain in an extraordinaiy manner, be not 
affrighted at the Urgeness of the showers, for the 
waters shall no more overspread the earth. How- 
ever, I require you to abstain from shedding the 
blood of men, and to keep yourselves pure from 
murder; and to punish those that commit any such 
thing. I permit you to make use of all the other 
living creatures at your pleasure, and as your ap- 
petites lead you ; for I nave made yon lords of 
them all, botn of thoee that walk on tiie land, and 
those that swim in the waters, and of those that fly 
in the regions of the air on high — excepting their 
blood, for therein is the life : but I will give you a 
sign that I have left off my anger, by my bow** 
[whereby is meant the rainbow, for they determin- 
ed that the rainbow was the bow of God] ; and 
when God had said and promised thus, he went 
away. 

9. Now when Noah had lived three hundred and 
fiffy years after the Flood, and that all that time 
happily, he died, having the number of nine hun- 
dred and fifty years : but let no one, upon com- 
paring the lives of the ancients with our lives, and 
with Uie few years which we now live, think that 
what we have said of them is false ; or make the 
shortness of our lives at present an argument that 
neither did they attain to so long a duration of life ; 
for those ancients were beloved of God, and [ktely] 
made by God himself ; and because their food was 
then fitter for the prolongation of life, might well 
Uve so great a numoer of years ; and besides, God 
afforded them a longer time of life on account oi 
their virtue, and the good use they made of it in 
astronomical and geometrical discoveries, which 
would not have afforded tiie time of foretelling 
[the periods of the stars] unless they had lived six 
hundred years ; for the Great Year is completed 
in that interval. Now I have for witnesses to what 
I have said, all those that have written Antiquities, 
both among the Greeks and barbarians ; for even 
Manetho, who wrote the Egyptian History, and 
Berosus, who collected the Chaldean Monuments, 
and Mochus, and Hesti»us, and besides these, 
Hieronymus the Egyptian, and thoee who composed 
the Phoenician History, agree to what I here say : 
Hesiod also, and Hecatieus, HelUnicus, and Acusi- 
laus ; and besides, Ephorus and Nicolaus rekte 
that the ancients lived a thousand years : but as to 
these matters, let every one look upon them as he 
thuiks fit 



CHAPTER IV. 

COXCERlfING THE TOWER OP BABTLOIf, AND THE OOIf« 

FUSION OP TONOUES. 

§ 1. Now the sons of Noali were three^^Shem, 
Japhet, and Ham, bom one hundred years before 
the Deluge. These first of all descended from the 
mountains into the plains, and fixed their habita- 
tion there ; and perauaded others who were greatly 
afraid of the lower grounds on account of the flood, 
and so were very loth to come down from the higher 
places, to venture to follow their examples. Now 
the plain in which they first dwelt was called Slii- 
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DAT. God alflo commanded them to send colonies 
abroad, for &e thorough peopling of the earth, — 
that they might not raise seditionB among them- 
Belves, but might cultivate a great part of the earth, 
and enjoy its fruits after a plentiful manner : but 
they were so ill instructed, that they did not obey 
God ; for which reason Ihey fell into calamities, 
and were made sensible, by experience, of what sin 
they had been guilty; for when they flourished 
with a numerous youth, God admonished them 
again to send out colonies ; but they, imagining the 
prosperity they enjoyed was not derired from the 
favour of God, but supposing that their own power 
was the proper cause oi tae plentiful conditionthey 
were in, did not obey him. Nay, they added to this 
their disobedience to the divine will, the suspicion 
that they were therefore ordered to send out sma- 
late colonies, tiuit, being divided asunder, they 
might the more easily be oppressed. 

2. Now it was Nimrod who excited them to such 
an affront and contempt of God. He was the 
grandson of Ham, the son of Noah, — ^a bold num, 
and of great strenj^ of hand. He persuaded them 
not to ascribe it to God, as if it was through his 
means they were happy, but to believe that it was 
their own courage wmch procured that happiness. 
He also gradmuiy changed the government into 
tyranny,— seeing no other way of turning men from 
fhe fear of God, but to bring them into a constant 
dependence upon his power. He also said he would 
be revenged on God, if he should have a mind to 
drown the world again ; for that he would build a 
tower too high for the waters to be able to reach 1 
and that he would avenge himself on God for des- 
trojring their forefathers 1 

S. Now the multitude were very ready to follow 
the determination of Nimrod, and to esteem it a 
piece of cowardice to submit to Grod ; and they built 
a tower, neither sparing any pains, nor being in any 
degree negligent about the work ; and, by reason 
of the multitude of hands employed in it, it grew 
very high, sooner than any one could expect ; but 
the thickness of it was so great, and it was iso 
strongly built, that thereby its great height seemed, 
upon the view, to be less than it really was. It was 
built of burnt brick, cemented together with mor- 
tar, made of bitumen, that it might not be liable to 
admit water. When God. saw that they acted so 
madly, he did not resolve to destroy them utterly, 
since they were not grown wiser by the destruction 
of the former sinners ; but he caused a tumult 
among them, by producing in them divers lan- 
guages ; and causing that, wrough the multitude of 
those langdages, they should not be able to under- 
stand one another. The place wherein they built 
the tower is now called Aabylon ; because of the 
confusion of that language which they readily under- 
stood before ; for the Hebrews mean by the word 
Babel, Confusion. The Sibyl also makes mention 
of this tower, and of the confusion of the language, 
when she says thus : — *^ When all men were of one 
language, some of them built a high tower, as if 
they would thereby ascend up to heaven ; but the 
gods sent storms of wind and overthrew the tower, 
and gave every one his peculiar language ; and for 
this reason it was that the city was called Babylon." 
But as to the plain of Shinar, in the country of 
Babylonia, Hestiseiis mentions it, when he says 
thus : — ** Such of the priests as were saved, took 
the sacred vessels of Jupiter Enyalius, and came to 
Shinar of Babylonia." 



CHAPTER V. 

AFTER WHAT MANlfER THB POSTKIUTT OF KOAH BBRT 
OUT OOLONIBS, AND INHABITED THE WHOLE BABTS. 

After this they were dispersed abroad, on acoonnt 
of thdr languages, and went out by colonies efvery- 
where ; and each colony took possession of that 
hind which they light upon, and unto whidi God 
led them ; so that the whole continent was filled 
with them, both the inland and maritime countries. 
There were some also who passed over the sea in 
ships, and inhabited the islands : and someof thoe 
nations do still retain the denominations which wex 
given them by their first founders ; but some have 
lost them also ; and some have only admitted cer- 
tain changes in them, that they might be Uie more 
intelligible to the inhabitants ; and they were the 
Greeks who became the authors of such mutations ; 
for when, in after ages, they grew potent, they 
claimed to themselves the glory of antiquity, — giv- 
ing names to the nations that sounded well (in 
Greek) that they might be better understood among 
themselves ; and setting agreeable forms of govern- 
ment over them, as if they were a people derived 
from themselves. 



CHAPTER VI. 

HOW EVERT NATION WAS DENOMINATED FROM THEIS 
FIRST INHABITANTS. 

§ 1. Now they were the grand-children of Noah, 
in honour of whom names were imposed on the 
nations by those that first seized upon Ihem. Ja- 
phet, the son of Noah, had seven sons : they inhabi- 
ted so, that, beginning at the mountains Taurus and 
Amanus, they proceeded along Asia, as far as the 
river Tanais, and along Europe to Cadiz ; and set- 
tling themselves on the lands which they l%ht upon, 
which none had inhabited before, they (^ed Uie 
nations by theb own names ; for Gomer founded 
those whom the Greeks now call Galatians [Galls], 
but were then called Gomerites. ^Ibigog foui»ded 
those that from him were named Mi^fogites, but 
who are by the Greeks called Scythians. Now as 
to Javan and Madai, the sons of Japhet ; from 
Madai came the Madeans, who are called Modes 
by the Greeks ; but from Javan, Ionia, and all the 
Grecians are derived. Thobel founded tiie Tho- 
belites, who are now called Iberes ; and the Moe- 
ocheni were founded by Mosodi ; now they are 
Cappadociana. There is also a mark of their an- 
cient denomination still to be shown ; for there is 
even now among them a city called Mazaca, which 
may inform those that are able to understand, that 
so was the entire nation once called. Thiras also 
called those whom he ruled over, Thiiasians ; but 
the Greeks changed the name into Thradans. And 
so many were the countries that had the children 
of Japhet for their inhabitants. Of the three sons 
of Gomer, Aschanax founded the Aschanaxians^ 
who are now called by the Greeks Kheginians. So 
did Riphath found the Ripheans, now called Paph- 
lagonians ; and Thrugramma the Thrugrammeansy 
who, as the Greeks resolved, were named Phrygi- 
ans. Of the three sons of Javan also, the son of 
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J&ph<% Eliaa gave name to the Eliseans, who weie 
hk sabjects ; they ftre now the JEoMum. Thannu 
to Uie Tharrians ; for so was Cilicia of old called ; 
die agn of 'wbich. is this, that the noblest cHy they 
hre, and a metropolis also, is Tanas, the ton 
being by ehange put for the theta. Cethimos pos- 
■ssed the isknd Cethima ; it is nowcalled Cyprus : 
udfrom tiiat it is that all ishCnds, and the great- 
est part of the searcoasts are named Cethim by the 
Hebrews : and one ci^ there is in Cypros that has 
been able to preaenre its denomination ; it is called 
QtiaB by those who nse the Ungnage of the Greeks, 
and has not, by the nse of that dialect, escaped the 
name of Cethim. And so many nations have the 
difldrenand grand-chfldren of Japhet possessed. 
Now when I hvre premised somewhat, wnich per- 
bapB ^ Greeks do not know, I will retom and 
explain what I have omitted ; for such names are 
pronounced here alter the manner of the Grreeks, 
to please my readers; for onr own country langnage 
does not so pronounce them : bnt the names m all 
euea are of one and ihe same ending ; for the 
Bame we here pronoonce Noeas, is there Noah, 
and in ererjr ease retains the same termination. 

2. The children of Ham possessed the hmd from 
S)rria and Amanus, and the mountains of Libanos, 
seizing iipon all that was on its sea-coasts and as 
&r as the ocean, and keeping it as their own. 
Some mdeed of its names are utterly yanished 
away ; others of them being changed, and another 
nood given them, are hardly to be diBcovered ; 
?et a few there are which have kept their denomi- 
nationa entire : for of the four sons of Ham, time 
bas not at aJl hurt the name of Chus ; for the 
Hthiopians, over whom he reigned, are even at this 
^y, both b^ themselves and by all men in Asia, 
called Chnaites. The memory also of the Mesra- 
ites is preserved in their name ; for all we who in- 
habit tnis country [of Judea] call Egypt Mestre, 
and the Emtians Mestreans. Phut also was the 
founder of Libyia, and called the inhabitants Phut- 
itesy from himself: there is also a river in the 
fowtrj of the Moors which bears that naipe ; 
whence it is that we may see the greatest part of 
^ Grecian historiographers mention that river 
uid the adjoining country by the appellation of 
l^hat : but the name it has now, has been by change 
given it from one of the sons of Mesraim, who was 
«Ued Lybvos. We will inform you presently what 
has heen the occasion why it has been called Africa 
aUo. Canaan, the fourth son of Ham, inhabited 
we country now called Judea, and called it from 
h» own name Canaan. The chihlren of these [four] 
^ere these : Sabas, who founded the Sabeans ; 
ATilas, who founded the Evileans, who are called 
^tnli ; Sabaihes founded the Sabathens ; they are 
itow called bv the Greeks, Astaborans ; Sabactas 
Kttled the Sabactens ; and Ri^mus the Ragmeans ; 
uid he had two sons, the one of whonf, Judadas, 
Kttled the Judadeans, a nation of the western 
Ethiopians, and left them his name ; as did Sabas 
" the Sabeans. But Nimrod, the son of Chus, 
?"<i wd tytauiized at Babylon, as we have already 
ntfonnedyou. Now all the children of Mesraim, 
Jf^g ^gnt in number, possessed the country from 
1^ ^ %T^ though it retained the name of one 
^^y» the Philistim ; for the Greeks call that part 
w that country Palestine. As for the rest, Ludie- 
?», and Enemim, and Labim, who alone inhabited 
5 Ubya, and called the country from himself, Ne- 
^ and Phetlirosim, and Chesloim, and Ceptho- 



rim, we know nothing of them besides their names ; 
for the Ethiopic war,* which we shall describe 
hereafter, was the cause that those cities were 
overthrown. The sons of Canaan were these : Si- 
donius, who also built a dtv of the same name ; it 
is called by the Greeks, Sidon ; Amathus inhabited 
in Amathine, which is even now called Amathe by 
the inhabitants, although the Macedonians named 
it Epipbania, firom one of his posterity ; Arudeus 
possessed the island Aradus: Arucas possessed 
Arce, which is in Libanus ; — ^but for tne seven 
others, [Eueus], Chettecs, Jebuseus, Amorreus, 
Gergesus, Eudeus, Sineus, Samareus, we have no- 
thing in the sacred books but their names, for the 
Hebrews overthrew their cities ; and their calami- 
tarn came upon them on the occasion following : — 

3. Noah, when, after the Deluge, the earth was 
re-settled in its former condition, set about its cul- 
tivation ; and when he had pUnted it with vines, 
and when the fruit was ripe, and he had gathered 
the grapes in their season, and the wine was ntady 
for use, he offered sacrifice, and feasted, and, being 
drunk, he fell asleep, and lay naked in an unseemly 
manner. When his youngest son saw Ais, he came 
laughing, and showed him to his brethren ; but 
they covered their fiither's nakedness. And when 
Noah was noade sensible of what had been done, he 
prayed for prosperity to his other sons ; but for 
Ham, he did not curse him, by reason of his near- 
ness in blood, but cursed his posterity. And when 
the rest of them escaped that curse, God inflicted 
it on the children of Canaan. But as to these mat- 
ters, we shall speak more hereafter. 

4. Shem, tlie third son of Noah, had five sons, who 
inhabited the land that began at Euphrates, and 
reached to the Indian Ocean ; for Elam left behind 
him the Elamites, the ancestors of the Persians. 
Ashur lived at ihe city Nineve; and named his 
subf ects Assyrians, who became the most fortunate 
nation, beyond others. Axphaxad named the Ar- 
phaxadites, who are now oailed Chaldeans. Aram 
nad the Aramites, which the Greeks call Syrians ; 
as Laud founded tiie Laudites, which are now called 
Lydians. Of the four sons of Aram, Uz founded 
Trachonitis and Damascus ; this country lies be- 
tween Palestine and Celesyria. Ul founded Arme- 
nia ; and Gather the Bactrians ; and Mesa the 
Meeaneans ; it is now called Charax SpasinL Sala 
was the son of Aiphaxad ; and his son was Heber, 
from whom they originally called the Jews, He- 
brew8.t Heber begat Joctan and Phaleg : he was 
called Phaleg, because he was bom at the diaper^ 
sion of the nations to their several countries ; for 
Phaleg, among the Hebrews, signifies divinan. 
Now Jocfan, one of the sons of Heber, had tiiese 
sons, Elmodad, Saleph, Asermoth, Jera, Adonun, 
Aizel, Dech^ Ebal, Abimael, Sabeus, Ophir, Eui- 
Ut, and Jobab. These inhabited from Cophen, an 



• One obiOTAtkn oD«htnot bar* to ^n wfA^ciaA, wldh loipinl to that 
Efhfople war, which MoMi, m gmifnu of tha Egyptiiuu, pvi an end lo, 
Andq. b. U. chap, x., and aiwat which onr late writan wtm vwy mn«h 
unconoKmRl ; Tir. That tt waa a war of that ooive(|QaiM. as to oooaalon 
the lemoval or dotniction of nix or Mrrni nations of tna poaterlty (if 
Mitzraim, with th^ oitlw : which Jowrphn* would not hav* nid. If h« 
had not had anciont nworda to Jiutliy thon his anotiofu, though thoM 
raeonla Iw now nil lort. 

t That th* 39vn w«i« oalled Hsbrawi, from thli thalr p ictP HlUj r Ha- 
htr, our author Josephoa hcrt rightly afllmu ; and not from Ahnun tha 
Helnvw, or MMHuvr owr Kuphmtet, at vmmj of tha modflraa auMMMa. 
Sham ia alfo calkd the Ihthar of aU tha chlldmi of Habar, or of aflthc 
Hebivwa, in a hiiitory lonf befcre Abraia ra waed ov«r Suphiataa (Gen. x. 
ei). though It must hr eon ft i a a d that (Oen. xiv. IS), wh«re lh« original 
■ays they toU Abram the htbmr, the Ueptuagintruidon It tiw patatmgtr. 



n€parTJ9. nut this is spoken only of Abram hlmaair, who had ihon 
bitftiy pns ad ov«r Kuphrates t and h another algnlSaatlon of the li«.iirvw 
word, mkcn a* no appolfaitli-e, and not aa a prur«r name. 
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Indian river, and in part of Asia adjoining to it. 
And this shall suffice concerning the sons of Shem. 
5. I will now treat of the Hebrews. The son of 
Phaleg, whose fiither was Heber, was Ragau ; whose 
son was Serug, to whom was bom Nahor ; his son 
was Terah, who was the father of Abraham, who 
accordingly was the tenth from Noah, and was bom 
in the two honchred and ninety-second year after 
the Deluge ; for Tei-ah begat Abram in his seven- 
tieth year. Biahor begat Haran when he was one 
hundred and twenty years old ; Nahor was bom to 
Serug in his hundred and thirty-second year ; Ka- 
gau had Serug at one hundred and thirty ; at the 
same age also Phaleg had Bagau ; Heber begat 
Phaleg in his hundred and thirty-fourth year ; ne 
hims^ being begotten by Sala when he was an hun- 
dred and thirtv years old, whom Arphaxad had for 
his son at the hundred and thirty-fifth year of his 
age. Arphaxad was the son of Shem, and bom 
twelve years after tiie Deluge. Now Abram had 
two brethren, Nahor and Haran : of these Haran 
left a son. Lot ; as also Sarai and Milcha his daugh- 
ters, and died among the Chaldeans, in a city of the 
Chaldeans, called Ur ; and his monument is shown 
to this day. These married their nieces. Nahor 
married Milcha, and Abram married SaraL Now 
Terah, hating Chaldea, on account of his mooming 
for Haran, they all removed to Haran of Mesopo- 
tamia, where Terah died, and was buried, when he 
had lived to be two hundred and five years old ; for 
the live of man was already, by degrees diminished, 
%nd became diorter than before, till the birth of 
Moses ; after whom the term of human life was one 
hundred and twenty years, God determining it to 
the length that Moses happened to live. Now Na- 
hor had eight sons by Milcha ; Uz and Buz, Kem- 
uel, Chesed, Azau, Pheldas, Jadelph, and Bethuel. 
These were all ike genuine sons of Nahor ; for 
Teba and Gaam, and Tachas, and Maaca, were 
bom of Reuma his concubine ; but Bethuel had a 
daughter, Rebecca, — and a son, Laban. 



CHAPTER VII. 

HOW ABBAM OtTB FOBEPATHEB WENT OUT OF THE 
LAND OF THE CHALDEANS, AND LIVED IN THE LAND 
THEN CALLED CANAAN, BUT NOW JUDEA. 

§ 1. Now Abram having no son of his own, adopted 
Lot, his brother Haran's son, and his wife Sarai's 
brother ; and he left the land of Chaldea when he 
was seventy-five years old, and at the command of 
God went into Canaan, and therein he dwelt him- 
self, and left it to his posterity. He was a person 
of great sagacity, both for understanding all things 
and persui^ing his hearers, and not mistaken in his 
opimons ; for which reason he began to have higher 
notions of virtue than others had, and he determmed 
to* renew and to change the opinion all men hap- 
pened then to have concerning God ; for he was 
the first that ventured to publish this notion. That 
there was but one God, die Creator of the universe ; 
and that, as to other [gods], if they contributed any 
thing to the happiness of men, tnat each of them 
afforded it only according to his appointment, and 
not by their own power. This his opinion was de- 
rived from the irregular phenomena that were 
visible both at land and sea, as well as those that 
happen to the sun and moouj and all the heavenly 



bodies, thus : — '^ If [said he] these bodies had povirer 
of their own, thev would certainly take care of tiieir 
own regular motions ; but since they do not pp»- 
serve such regularity, they make it plain, that in so 
far as the^ co-operate to our advantage, they do it 
not of their own abilities, but as they are subaer* 
vient to Him that commands them ; to whom alono 
we ought justly to oflbr our honour and thankagi^-^ 
ing." For which doctrines, when the Chaldeans 
and other people of Mesopotamia raised a tumult 
against him, he thought fit to leave that eountry ; 
and at the command, and by the assistance of (rod, 
he came and lived in the land of Canaan. And 
when he was there settled, he built an altar, and 
performed a sacrifice to God. 

2. BeroBUB mentions our father Abram withou 
naming him, when he says thus : — ** In the tentli 
generation after the Flood, there was amone ihe 
Chaldeans a man righteous and great, and Wilful 
in the celestial science." But Hecatseus does more 
than barely mention him ; for he composed and left 
behind him a book concerning him. And Nicolaus 
of Damascus, in the fourth book of his history, says 
thus : — ^'^ Abram reigned at Damascus, being a fo- 
reigner, who came with an army out of the land 
above Babylon, called the land of the Chaldeans. 
But after a long time he got him up, and removed 
from that coimtry also with his people, and went 
into the land then called the land of Canaan, but 
now the land of Judea, and this when his poste- 
rity were become a multitude ; as to which poste- 
rity of his, we relate their history in another work." 
Now the name of Abram is even still famous in 
the country of Damascus ; and there is shown a 
village named from him, The Habitation of Abram, 



CHAPTER VIII. 

THAT WHEN THERE WAS A FAMINE IN CANAAN, ABRAM 
WENT THENCE INTO EGYPT ; AND AFTER HE HAD 
CONTINUED THESE A WHILE, HE RETURNED BACK 
AQAIN. 

§ 1. Now, after this, when a famine had invaded 
the land of Canaan, and Abram had discovered that 
the Eg^'ptians were in a flourishing condition, he 
was disposed to go down to them, boUi to partake of 
the plenty they enjoyed, and to become an auditor 
of tneir priests, and to know what they said con- 
cerning the gods ; designing either to follow them, 
if thev h&d oetter notions than he, or to convert 
them mto a better wa^, if his own notions proved 
the tmest. Now, seemg he was to tiUce Sarai with 
him, and was afraid of the madness of the Eg^tians 
with regard to women, lest the king should kul hiin 
on occasion of his wife's e;reat beauty, he contrived 
this device t — ^he pretended to be her brother, and 
directed her in a dissembling way to pretend the 
same, for he said it would be for their benefit. 
Now, as soon as he came into Egypt, it happened 
to Abram as he supposed it would ; for the fame 
of his wife's beautv was greatly talked of, for which 
reason Pharaoh the king of Egypt would not be 
satisfied with what was reported of her, but would 
needs see her himself, and was preparing to enjoy 
her : but Gk>d put a stop to lib unjust mdinations, by 
sending upon him a distemper, and a sedition 
against his government And when he inquired of 
the priests, how he might bo freed from these ca a- 
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nides, they told him that this his miflerable condi- 
tioa V18 derived irom the wrath of God, upon 
ircooot of his inclinatioDS to abuse the stranger's 
wife. He then oat of fear asked Sarai who she 
vu, and who it was that she brought along with 
Her. And when he bad found out the truth, he ex- 
cued himself to Abraniy that supposing the woman 
to be his sister, and not his wife, he set his affec- 
tioDg on her, as desiring an affinity with him by 
nurying her, but not as incited by lust to abuse 
ber. He also made him a large present in money, 
and giTe him leave to enter into conversation wiUi 
the most learned among the Egyptians ; from 
wfaieh conversation, his virtue and his reputation 
liecune more conspicuous than they had been 
before. 

2. For whereas the Egyytians were formerly 
addicted to different- customs, and despised one 
uiother^s sacred and aecustoined rites, and were 
very angiy one with another on that account, 
Abnm, conferred with each of them, and, confut- 
m the reasonings they made use of everv one for 
tbeir own practices, demonstrated that such reason- 
ings were vain and void of truth ; whereupon he 
vu admired by them in those conferences as a 
Teiv wise man, and one of great sagacity, when he 
dttcooised on any subject he undertook ; and this 
Dot only in understanding it, but in persuading 
other men also to aaeent to him. He commtmica- 
ted to them arithmetic, and delivered to them the 
Bcience of astronomy ; for, before Abram came 
into Efcypt, they were unacquainted with those 
pens of teaming ; for that science came &om the 
Chaldeans into Egypt, and from thence to the 
Greebalflo. 

3u As soon as Abram was come back into Canaan, 
be parted the land between him and Lot, upon 
acoonnt of the tumultuous behaviour of their shep- 
berps, concerning the pastures wherein they should 
feed their flocks. However, he gave Lot his option, 
or leave, to choose which lands he would take ; and 
be took himself whmX the other left, which were the 
lower noonds at the foot of the mountains ; and he 
bimsetf dwelt in Hebron, which is a city seven 
years more ancient than Tanis of Egypt. !But Lot 
po flBMBcd die land of the plain, and the river Jordan, 
ttA &r finm the city of Sodom, which was then a 
^ city ; but is now destroyed by the will and 
^nth of God ; — the cause of which I shall show in 
'^ proper phice hereafter. 



CHAPTER IX. 
THE DtarmDcnoN op thb sodomitbb bt tbb 

ASSY&lAlf WAR. 

At this tune, when the Assyrians had the dominion 
over Asia, the people of Sodom were in a flonrish- 
bj; eoodi^on, both as to riches and the number of 
^^ youth. There were five kings that managed 
the a£Un of this country: Ballas, Barsas, Senabar, 
sad Samobor, with the king of Bela ; and each 
^0^ led on has own troops ; and the Assyrians 
1^ war upon them ; and, dividing their army 
uno four narts, fought against them. Now eveiy 
Pvt of ue army had its own commander ; 
'«! when the battle was joined, the Assyrians 
^ toatpuron ; and imposed a tribute on the 
^P of dM Sodomites, who submitted to this 



shivery twelve years ; and so long they continued 
to pay their tribute : but on the thirteenth year 
they rebelled, and then the army of the Assyrians 
came upon them, under their commxmders Amra- 

i phel, Arioch, Chodorhiomer, and Tidal. These kings 
had laid waste all Syria, and overthrown the off- 
spring of the giants ; and when they were come 
over against Sodom, ihey pitched their camp at the 
vale called the Slime rite, for at that time there 
were pits in that place ; but now, upon the destruc- 

' tion of the city of Sodom, that vale became the 
Lake Asphaltites, as it is called. However, con- 
cerning this lake we shall speak more presently. 
Now when the Sodomites jomed battle with the 
Assvrians, and the fight was very obstinate, many 
of tnem were killed, and the rest were carried cap- 
tive ; among wliich captives was Lot, who had 
oome to assist the Sodomites. 



CHAPTER X. 

BOW ABRAM FOUGHT WITH THE ASSYRIANS, AND OVER- 
CAME THEM, AND SAVED THE SODOMITE PRISONERS, 
AND TOOK FROM THB ASSTRIANS THE FRET TBET 
HAD GOTTEN. 

§ 1. When Abram heard of their calamity, he was 
at once afraid for Lot his kinsman, and pitied the 
Sodomites his friends and neighbours ; and think- 
ing it proper to afford them assistance, he did not 
delay it, but marched hastily, and the fifth night 
fell upon the Ass^iians, near Dan, for that is the 
name of the other spring of Jordan ; and before 
they could arm themselves, he slew some as Uiey 
were in their beds, before they could suspect any 
harm ; and others, who were not yet gone to sleep, 
but were so drunk thev could not fignt, ran away. 
Abram pursued after tnem, till on the second day 
he drove them in a body unto Hoba, a place be- 
longing to Damascus ; and thereby demonstrated 
that victory does not depend on multitude and the 
number of hands, but the alacrity and courage of 
soldiers overcome the most numerous bodies ot 
men, while he got the victory over so great an 
army with no more than three hundred and eigh- 
teen of his servants, and three of his friends : but 
all those that fled returned home ingloriously. 

2. So Abram, when he had saved the captive 
Sodomites who had been taken by the Assyrians, 
and Lot also, his kinsman, retumea home in peace. 
Now the king of Sodom met him at a certain place, 
which thev called The King's Dale, where Mel- 
chisedec, kin^ of the citjr Salem, received him. 
That name signifles the righUouM king ; and such 
he was without dispute, insomuch that, on this ac- 
count, he was made the priest of God : however, 
thev afterward called Salem Jertualem. Now this 
Melchisedec supplied Abram's arm^ in an hospita- 
ble maimer, and gave them provisions in abun«' 
dance ; and as they were feasting, he began to 
praise him, and to bless Grod for subduing his 
enemies under him. And when Abram gave him 
the tenth part of his prey, he ticcepted of the gift : 
but the kmg of Sodom desired Abram to take ^e 
prey, but entreated that he might have those men 
restored to him whom Abram mid saved from the 
Assyrians, because they belong to him ; but Abram 
would not do so ; nor would make any other advan- 
tage of that prey than what his servants had eaten ; 
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but still insisted that he should afford a part to his 
friends that had assisted him in the hattle. The 
first of them was called Eschol, and then Eniier, 
and Mambre. 

3. And God commended his Tirtue, and said, 
Thou shalt not, however, lose the rewards thou 
hast deserved to receive by such thy glorious ac- 
tions. He answered, And what advantage will it 
be to me to have such rewards, when I have none 
to enjoy them after me ? — ^for he was hitherto 
childless. And God promised that he should have 
a sec. and that his posterity should be very numer- 
ous, insomuch that their number should be like the 
stars. When he heard that, he offered a sacrifice 
to Crod, as he commanded him. The manner of 
the sacrifice was this : — He took an heifer of three 
years old, and a she-goat of three years old, and a 
ram in like manner of three years old, and a turtle 
dove and a pigeon ;* and as he was enjoined, he 
divided the three former ; but the birds he did not 
divide. After which, before he buUt his altar, 
where the birds of prey flew about, as desirous of 
blood, a divine voice came to him, declaring that 
^eir neighbours would be grievous to his posterity 
when they should be in Egypt, for four nundred 
vears,t during which time wey'Should be afflicted ; 
but afterwards should overcome their enemies, 
should conquer the Canaanites in war, and possess 
themselves of their land, and of their cities. 

4. Now Abram dwelt near the oak called 
Ogyges, — the place belongs to Canaan, not far from 
(he city of Hebron : but being uneasy at his wife's 
barrenness, he entreated Grid to grant that he 
might have male issue ; and God required of him 
to be of good courage ; and said, that he would add 
to all the rest of the benefits that he had bestowed 
on him ever since he led him out of Mesopotamia, 
the gift of children. Accordingly Sarai, at Grod's 
command, brought to his bed one of her handmaid- 
ens, a woman of Egyptian descent, in order to ob- 
tain children by her ; and when this handmaid was 
with child, -she triumphed, and ventured to affront 
Sarai, as if the dominion were to come to a son to 
be bom of her : but when Abram resigned her into 
the hand of Sarai, to punish her, she contrived to 
fly away, as not able to bear the instances of Sarai's 
severity to her ; and she entreated God to have 
compassion on her. Now a divine angel met her, 
as she was going forward in the wilderness, and bid 
her return to her master and mistress ; for, if she 
would submit to that wise advice, she would live 
better hereafter ; for that the reason of her being 
in such a miserable case was this, that she had been 
imgrateful and arrogant towards her mistress. He 
thSt told her, that if she disobeyed God, and went 
on still in her wav, she should perish ; but if she 
would return back, she should become the mother 
of a son who should reign over that country. These 
admonitions she obeyed, and returned to her master 

nd mistress, and obtained forgiveness. A little 
while afterwards, she bare Ismael, which may be 
nterpreted Heard of God, because Grod had heard 
is mother's prayer. 

5. The forementioned son was bom to Abram 
when he was eighty-six years old : but when he 



• ItisworthnoUngbcrBftluitOodNaiiindaootlMmcriaeeianderUM 
law of MoMt, than whnt wm taken from th««e five kinda of animala 
which h«' here reqalrcd of Jlbiinn. Vor did tha Jtrwa tted apon tmj 
othar domwtl* aubnaU than the thne hen namad, ai Bslaod obMnrw 
on Antlq. b. !▼. eh. r. Met. 4. 

t Aatothtaaflllellaa of Atannit poMeil^r flor 4M jBan, an Antlq. h. 
H. «h. ix. Mct. 1. 



was ninety-nine, God appeared to him, and pro- 
mised him that he should have a son by Sarai, and 
commanded that his name should be Isaac ; and 
showed him, that from this son should spring great 
nations and kings, and that they should obtain all 
the land of Canaan by war, from Sidon to Egypt. 
But he charged him, m order to keep his posterity 
unmixed witA others, that they should be eireum- 
dsed in the flesh of their foreskin, and that tfaia 
should be done on the eighth day after they wex« 
bom : the reason of whidi drcumeision I will ex- 
plain in another place. And Abram inquiring also 
concerning Ismael, whether he should Uve or not, 
God signified to him that be should live to be very 
old, and should be the father of great nations. 
Abram, therefore, gave thanks to God for these 
blessings ; and then he, and all his family, and his 
son Ismael were circumcised immediately, the son 
being that day thirteen years of age, and he ninety- 



CHAPTER XL 

HOW GOD OVERTHREW THE NATION OF THE SODOM- 
ITES, OUT OP HIS WRATH AGAINST THEM FOR THEIR 

SINS. 

§ 1. About this time the Sodomites grew proud, 
on account of their riches and great wealth : tliey 
became unjust towards men, and impious towards 
God, insomuch that they did not call to mind the 
advantages they received from him : they hated 
strangers, and abused themselves with Sodomitical 
practices. God was therefore much displeased at 
them, and determined to punish them for their 
pride, and to overthrow their city, and to lay waste 
their countiy, until there should neither plant nor 
fruit ^^w out of it. 

2. when Grod had thus resolved concerning the 
Sodomites, Abraham, as hesat by the oak of Mam- 
bre, at the door of his tent, saw three angeb ; and, 
thinking them to be strangers, he rose up and sa- 
luted them, and desired they would accept of an 
entertainment, and abide with him ; io whidi when 
they agreed, he ordered cakes of meal to be made 
presently : and when he had slam a ealf, he ronsted 
It, and broueht it to them, as they sat under the 
oak. Now Uiey made a show of eating ; and be- 
sides, they asked him about his wife Sarah, where 
she was ; and when he said she was within, they 
said they would come again hereafter, and find her 
become a mother. Upon which the woman laughed 
and said that it was impossible she should bear 
children, since she was ninety years of age, and her 
husband was an hundred. Then they concealed 
themselves no longer, but declared that they were 
aneels of God ; and that one of them was sent to 
in£mi them about the child, and two of the over- 
throw of Sodom. 

8. When Abraham heard this, he was grieved 
for the Sodomites ; and he rose up, and besought 
Grod for them, and entreated him that he would 
not destroy the righteous with the wicked. And 
when God had replied that there was no good man 
among the Sodomites ; for if there were but ten 
such men amon^ them, he would not punish any of 
them for their sms, Abraham held his peace. And 
the angels came to the city of the Sodomites, and 
Lot entreated them to accept of a lodging with him ; 
for he was a very generous ^^ hospitable man, and 
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one that'hftd leaned to imitate the goodness of 
Abmhim. Now when the Sodomites saw ihe 
yoang men to be of beautifol coimtenanceSyAoid 
this to an extraordinary denpree, and that they took 
up their lodginss with Lot, they resolved themselves 
to enjoy these beantifal boys by force and violence ; 
and wfaoi Lot exhorted them to sobriety, and not 
to ofler any thing immodest to the strangers, but to 
have regard to iSieir lodging in his house ; and pro- 
mised, wat if their inclinations could not be gov- 
erned, he wonld expose his daughters to their lust, 
instead of these strangers — aeiwerthus were they 
made aahamed. 

4. But God was much displeased at their impn- 
deot behaviour, so tlwt he both smote those men 
with blindness, and condemned the Sodomites to 
universal destenction. But Lot, upon God's in- 
fenning him of the future destruction of the So- 
domites, went away, taking with him his wife and 
dangfatwB, who were two, and still virgins ; for 
those that were betrothed* to them were above the 
thoughts of going, and deemed that Lot's words 
were trifling. God then cast a thunderbolt upon 
the city, and set it on fire with its inhabitants ; and 
laid waste the country with the like burning, as I 
formerly said when I wrote the Jewish war.f But 
Lot's wife continually turning back to view the city 
as she went from it, and being too nicely inquisitive 
what wonld become of it, although God had forbid- 
den her so to do, was changed into a pillar of salt ;t 
iar 1 have seen it, and it remains at tnis day. Now 
he and his danghters fled to a certain smul place, 
encompassed with the fire, and settled in it It is 
to this day called Zoar, for that is the word which 
the Hebrews nse for a small thing. There it was 
that he lived a miserable life, on account of his 
havini^ no eompanv, and his want of provisions. 

5. But his daughters, thinking that all mankind 
were destroyed, approached to their fiEtther,$ though 
taking care not to be perceived. This they did, 
that human kind might not utterly fiul. And they 
bare sons : the son of the elder was named Moab, 
wfaidi denotes one derived from his father. The 
younger bare Ammon, which name denotes one de- 
rived from a kinsman. The former of whom was 
the fikthcr of the Moabites, which is even still a 
great nation ; the latter was the father of the Am- 
monites: and both of them are inhabitants of 
Celesyria. And such was the departure of Lot 
Inan among the Sodomites. 

* 'Hum MM In to»r teloH, a* ttter •*• «tlM (0«b. six. 1S.M), mHifrt 
ta K> alrM btrmiM thcr wm bvtntlMd to Lot^ dmiffhtan, thoagh not 
frt nMffM «> tkcsu 8wlh«tiotoonABtl4.b.zW. eluzlU. leet.!. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

CONCBUffNO ABIMELECH ; AND CONCBRNINO I8MAEL, 
THE SON OF ABRAHAM ; AND OONCEENING THE ARA- 
BIANS, WHO WERE HIS POSTERITT. 

§ I. Abrahah now removed to Grerar of Palestine, 
leading Sarah along with him, under the notion oi 
his sister, using the like dissimulation that he had 
used before, and this out of fear ; for he was afraid 
of Abimelech, the king of that country, who did 
also himself &11 in love with Sarah, and was dis- 
p<»ed to corrupt her ; but he was restrained from 
satisfying his lust, by a dangerous distemper which 
befell him from God. Now whft his physicians 
despaired of curing him, he fell asleep, and saw a 
dream, warning mm not to abuse tne stranger's 
wife ; and when he recovered, he told his friends 
that Grod had inflicted that disease upon him, by 
way of punishment, for his injury to the stranger, 
and in order to preserve the chastity of his w3e ; 
for that she did not accompanv him as his sister, 
but as his legitimate wife ; and that God had pro- 
mised to be gracious to him for the time to come, 
if this person be once secure of his wife's chastity- 
When he had said this, by the advice of his friends, 
he sent for Abraham, and bid him not be concerned 
about his wife, or fear the corru]^tion of her chas- 
tity ; for that God took care of him, and that it was 
by his providence that he received his wife again, 
without her suffering any abuse ; and he appwled 
to God, and to his wife's conscience, and said that 
he had not any inclination at first to enjoy her, 
if he had known she was his wife ; but smce, said 
he, thou ledst her about as thy sister, I was guilty 
of no offence. He also entreated him to be at peace 
with him, and to make Grod propitious to him ; and 
that if he thought fit to contmue with him, he 
should have what he wanted in abundance ; but 
that if he designed to go away, he should be hon- 
ourablv conducted, and have whatBoever supply he 
wanted when he came thither. Upon his saying 
this, Abraham told him that his pretence of kindred 
to his wife was no lie, because she was his brother's 
daughter ; and that he did not think himself safe 
in his travels abroad, without this sort of dissimu- 
lation ; and that he was not the cause of his dis- 
temper, but was only solicitous for his own safety. 
He said also, ^t he was ready to stay with bun. 
Whereupon Abimelech assigned him land and mo- 
ney ; and they covenanted to live together without 
guile, and took an oath at a certain well called 
Beersheba, which mapr be interpreted Ths Well oj 
the Oa^» And so it is named by the people of the 
country unto this day. 

2. Now in a little time Abraham had a son by 
Sarah, as Grod had foretold to him, whom he named 
Isaac, which signifies Lau^hUr; and indeed they so 
called him, because Sajrah laughed when Grod|| said 
that she should bear a son, she not expecting such a 
thing, as being pnst the age of ohUd-bearing, for she 
was ninety years old, and Abraham an hundred ; 
so that this son was bom to them both in the kst 
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year of each of those decimal numbers. And they 
circumcised him upon the eighth day. And from 
that time the Jews continue the custom of circum- 
cising their sons within that number of days. But 
as for the Arabians, they circumcise after the thir- 
teenth year, because Ismael, the founder of their 
nation, who vras bom to Abraham of the concubiue, 
was circumcified at that age ; concerning whom I 
will presently give a particular account, with great 
exactness. 

3. As for Sarah, she at first loved Ismael, who 
was bom of her own handmaid Hagar, with an af- 
fection not inferior to that of her own son, for he 
was brought up, in order to succeed in the govern- 
ment ; but when she herself had bom Isaac, she 
was not willing l^at Ismael should be brought up 
with him, as ^ing too old for him, and able to do 
him injuries when their father should be dead ; she 
therefore persuaded Abraliam to send him and his 
mother to some distant country. Now, at the first 
he did not agree to what Sarah was so zealous for, 
and thought it an instance of the greatest bar- 
barity to send away a young child* and a woman 
unprovided of necessaries ; but at length he agreed 
to it, because God was pleased iiith what Sarah 

lad determined ; so he delivered Ismael to his 
mother, as not yet able to goby himself ; and com- 
manded her to take a bottle of water, and a loaf of 
bread, and so to depart, and to take Necessity for 
her guide. But as soon as her necessary provisions 
failed, she found herself in an evil case ; and when 
the water was almost spent, she laid the young 
child, who was ready to expire, under a fig-tree, 
and went on farther, that so he might die while 
she was absent. But a divine angel came to her, 
and told her of a fountain hard by, and bid her take 
*are and bring up the child, because she should be 
•er}' happy by the pre8er\'ation of Ismael. She 
«hen took courage, upon the prospect of what was 
)romiscd her, and, meeting with some shepherds, 
ty their care she got clear of the distresses she had 
oeen in. 

4. When the lad was grown up, he married a 
wife, by birth an Egvptiau, from whence tlie mo- 
ther was lierself derived originally. Of this wife 
were bom to Ismael twelve sons ; Nabaioth, Kedar, 
Abdeel, Mabsam, Idumas, Masmaos, Masaos, Cho- 
lad, Theman, Jetur, Naphesus, Cadmas. These 
nhabited all the countrv from Euphrates to the 

Red Sea, and called it Nabatene. They are an 
Arabian nation, and name their tribes from these, 
both because of their own virtue, and because of 
he dignity of Abraham their father. 



CHAPTER XITI. 

CONCERNIMO ISAAC, THB LEQITIMATB SON OP ABRAHAM. 

1. Now Abraham greatly loved Isaac, as being 
his only begotten,t and given to him at the borders 
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of old age by the favour of God. The child alsa 
endeared himself to his parents still more, by the 
exercise of every virtue, and adhering to his duty 
to his parents, and being zealous in the worship oi 
God. Abraham also phused his own happiness in 
this prospect, that, when he should die, be should 
leave this his son in a safe and secure condition ; 
which accordingly he obtained by the will of God ; 
who, being desirous to make an experiment of 
Abraham's religious disposition towanls himself, 
appeared to him, and enumerated all tlie blessings 
he had bestowed on him ; how he had made him 
superior to his enemies ; and that his son Isaac, 
who was the principal partof his present happiness, 
was derived from him ; and he said that he required 
this son of his as a sacrifice and holy oblation. 
Accordingly he commanded him to carry him to 
tlie mountain Moriah, and to build an altar, and 
offer him for a burnt-offering upon it ; for that this 
would best manifest his religious disposition towards 
him, if he preferred what was pleasing to God, be- 
fore the preservation of his own son. 

2. Now Abraham thought that it was not right 
to disobev God in any thing, but that he was obliged 
to serve him in every circumstance of life, since all 
creatures that live enjoy their life by his providence, 
and the kindness he bestowsonthem. .Accordingly 
he concealed this command of God, and his own 
intentions about the slaughter of his son, from his 
wife, as also from every one of his servants, other- 
wise he should have been hindered from his obedi- 
ence to (rod ; and he took Isaac, together with two 
of his servants, and laying what things were neces- 
sary for a sacrifice upon an ass, he went away to 
the mountain. Now the two servants went along 
with him two days ; but on third day, as soon as 
he saw the mountain, he left those servants that 
were with him till then in the pUun, and, having 
his son alone with him, he came to the mountain. 
It was that mountain upon which king David after- 
wards built the temple.:t Now they had brought 
with ihem ever^ thine necessary for a sacrifice ex- 
cepting the animal that was to be offered only. 
Now Isaac was twenty-five years old. And as he 
was building the altar he asked his fiither what he 
was about to offer, since there was no animal there 
for an oblation : — to which it was answered, " That 
God would provide himself an oblation, he being 
able to make a plentiful provision for men ont of 
what they have not, and to deprive others of what 
they abpe»dy have, when they put too much trust 
therein ; that therefore, if Grod pleased to be present 
and propitious at this sacrifice, he would provide 
himself an oblation." 

3. As soon as the altar was prepared, and Abra- 
ham had hud on the wood, and all things were en- 
tirely ready, he said to his son, ^ O son ! I poured 
out a vast number of prayers that I might have 
thee for my son ; when thou wajst come into the 
world, there was nothing that could contribute to 
thy support for which I was not greatly solicitous, 
nor any thing wherein I thought myself happier 
than to see thee grown up to man's estate, and that 
I might leave thee at my death the successor to my 

begotten aon, tbouirh he at the aane time had another aon, lamaeL 
The Septnaglat exp r aaiea the traa meaning, by rendering the text t»* 

t Here la a plain error In the ooplea, whldi ny that king David after- 
ward* buUt the temple on thia mount Moriah, while It waa certainly no 
other than king Solomon ^lo built Chat tample. aa Indeed Pruooplua 
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dominion ; bat since it was by God's will that I 
became ihy father, and it is now his will that I re- 
linquish thee, bear this consecration to God with a 
generous mind ; for I resign thee np to God, who 
has thon^t fit now to require this testimonv of ho- 
nour to hunself, on account of the favours he hath 
confenod on me, in beine to me a supporter and 
defender. Accordingly uiou my son, wilt now die, 
not in any common way of going out of the world, 
bot sent to Grod, the Father of all men, beforehand, 
by thy own father, in the nature of a sacrifice. I 
suppose he thinks thee worthy to get dear of this 
irorid neither by disease, neither by war, nor by 
tny other severe way, by which death usually comes 
iipoa men, but so that he will receive thy soul with 
players and holy offices of religion, and will place 
thee near to himself, and thou wilt there be to me 
a succoorer and supporter in my old age ; on which 
account I principally brought thee up, and thou 
wilt thereby procure me G<kI for my Comforter in- 
ftead of thyself." 

4. Now Isaac was of such a generous disposition 
as became the son of such a fiither, and was pleased 
vith this discourse ; and said ^ That he was not 
worthy to be bom at first, if he should reject the 
determination of God and of his father, and should 
not resign himself np readilv tobotib their pleasures ; 
stnee it would havebeen unjust if he had not obeyed, 
even if his father alone haul so resolved." So he 
went immediately to thealtar to besacrificed. And 
the deed had been done if God had not opposed it ; 
for he called loudly to Abraham by his name, and 
forbade him to slay his son ; and said, '' It was not 
out of a desire of human blood that he was com- 
manded to slay his son, nor was he wilUng that he 
should be taken away from him whom he bad made 
his fiather, but to try the temper of his mind, whe- 
ther he would be obedient to such a command. 
Since, therefore, he now was satisfied as to that his 
alacrity, and the surprising readiness he showed in 
this his piety, he was delisted in having bestowed 
such blessings upon him ; and that he would not be 
wanting in all sort of concern about him, and in 
beslowmg other children upon him ; and that his 
son shoold live to a veiy great age ; that he should 
live a h^jpy life, and beoueath a Urge principality 
to his children, who should be good and legitimate." 
He foretold also, that his family should increase into 
maiqr nations ;* and that those patriarchs should 
leave behind them an everlasting name, that ihey 
should obtain the possesrion of the huid of Canaan, 
and be envied by all men. When God had said 
this, he produced to them a ram, which did not 
appear before, for the sacrifice. So Abraham and 
Isaac receiving each other unexpectedly, and hav- 
ing obtained the promises of such great blessings, 
embraced one another ; and when they had sacri- 
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ficed, they returned to Sarah, and lived happily to- 
gether, God affording them his assistance in all 
things they desired. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

CONCERNING SARAH, ABRAHAM'S WIFB ; AND HOW 
SHE ENDED HER DATS. 

Now Sarah died a little while after, having lived 
one hundred and twenty-seven years. They buried 
her in Hebron ; the Canaanites publicly allowing 
them a burying-place : — ^which piece of ground 
Abraham bought, for four hundred shekels, of 
Ephron, an inhabitant of Hebron ; and both Abra* 
ham and his descendants built liieinselves sepul- 
chres in that place. 



CHAPTER XV. 

HOW THE NATION OF THE TBOOLODYTBS WERE DE- 
RIVED FROM ABRAHAM BT KBTURAH. 

Abraham after this married Keturah, by whom six 
sons were bom to him ; men of courage and of sa- 
gacious minds : — ^Zambran, and Jazar, and Madan, 
and Madian, and Josabak, and Sous. Now the 
sons of Sous were Sabathan and Dadan : — ^the sons 
of Dadan were Latusim, and Assur, and Luom ; — 
the sons of Madian were Ephas, and Ophren, and 
Anoch, and Ebidas, and Eldas. Now, for all these 
sons and grandsons, Abraham contrived to settie 
them in colonies ; and they took possession of Tro- 
glodytis, and the country of Arabia the Happy, as 
far as it reaches to the Red Sea. It is related of 
this Ophren, that he made war against Libya, and 
took it ; and that his grandchildren, when they in- 
habited it, caUed it (from his name) Africa ; and 
indeed Alexander Polyhistor gives nis attestation 
to what I here say ; who speal^ thus : — Cleodemus 
the prophet, who was also called Malchus, who 
wrote a History of the Jews, in agreement with the 
History of Moses, their legislator, relates, that 
there were many sons bom to Abraham by Ketu- 
rah ; nav, he names three of them, Apher and Su- 
rim, and Japhran : that from Surim was the land 
of Assyria denominated ; and that from the other 
two rApher and Japhran) the country of Africa 
took Its name ; because these men were auxiliaries 
to Hercules, when he fought against Libya and 
AntoBus ; and that Hereules married Aphra's 
daughter, and of her he heggt a son, Diodoms ; 
and that Sophon was his son ; from whom that 
barbarous people called Sophacians were denomi- 
nated." 



CHAPTER XVI. 

how ISAAC TOOK REBBKA TO WIFE. 

§ 1. Now when Abraham, the fiither of Isaac, had 
resolved to take Rebeka, who was grand-daughter 
to his brother Nahor, for a wife to his son Isaac, 
who was then about forty years old, he sent the an- 
cientest <^ his servants to betroth her, after he had 
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obliged him to give him the strongest assiuanees of 
his fidelity ; — which assurances were given after 
the manner following : — They put each other's 
hands onder each other's thighs ; then they called 
upon God as the witness of what was to be done. 
He also sent such presents to those that wete there 
as were in esteem, on account that they either rarely 
or never were seen in that country. The servant 
got tiiither not under a considerable time ; for it 
requires much time to pass through Mesopotamia, 
in which it is tedious travelling, both in winter for 
the depth of the clay — ^and in summer, for want of 
water ; and, besides this, for the robberies there 
committed, which aire not to be avoided by travel- 
lers but by caution beforehand. However, the ser- 
vant came to Haran ; and when he was in the sub- 
urbs, he met a considerable number of maidens 
going to the water ; he therefore prayed to God 
that Kebeka might be found among them, or her 
whom Abraham sent him as his servant to espouse 
to his son, in case his will were that this marriage 
should be consummated ; and that she might be 
made known to him by the sign. That while others 
denied him water to drink, she might give it him. 

2. With this intention he went to the well, and 
desired the maidens to give him some water to 
drink : but while the others refused on pretence 
that they wanted it all at home, and could spare 
none fbr him, one only of the company rebuked 
ihem for their peevish behaviour towards the 
stranger ; and. said. What is there that you will 
ever communicate to any body, who have not so 
much as given the man some water 1 She then 
offered him water in an obliging manner ; and now 
he began to hope that his grand affiur would suc- 
ceed ; but desiring still to know the truth, he com- 
mended her for her generosity and good-nature, 
that she did not scruple to afford a sufficiency of 
water to those that wanted it, thought it cost her 
some pains to draw it ; and asked who were her 
parents, and wished them joy of such a daughter. 
* And mayest thou be espoused," said he, ** to their 
satisiaction, into the family of an agreeable hus- 
baiid, and bring him legitimate children I" Nor 
did she disdain to satisfy his inquiries, but told him 
her family. ** They," says she, ** call me Rebeka ; 
my &ther was Bethuel, but he is dead ; and Laban 
is my brother ; and, together with my mother, 
takes care of all our family affairs, and is the guar- 
dian of my virginity." When the servant heard 
this, he was very glad at what had happened, and 
at what was told him, as perceiving that God had 
thus plainly directed his journey : and producing 
his bracelets, and some other ornaments which it 
was esteemed decent for virgins to wear, he gave 
them to ^e damsel, by wa^ of acknowledgment, 
and as a reward for her kmdness in giving him 
water to drink ; saying, it was but just that she 
should have them, beo&use she was so much more 
obliging than any of the rest She desired also that 
he wovdd come and lodge with them, since the ap- 
proach of the night gave him not time to proceed 
mrther ; and producmg his precious ornaments for 
women, he said he desired to trust them to none 
more safely than to such as she had shown herself 
to be ; and Uiat he believed he might guess at the 
humanity of her moiher and brother, that they 
would not be displeased, from the virtue he found 
in her ; for he would not be burdensome, but would 
pay the hire for his entertainment, and spend his 
own money. To which she replied, that he guessed 



right as to the humanity of her parents ; but com- 
plained that he should think them so parsimonious 
as to take money, for that he should have all on free 
cost : but she said she would first inform her bro- 
ther Laban, and, if he gave her leave, she would 
conduct him in. 

8. As soon then as this was over, she introduced 
the stranger ; and for the camels, the servants of 
Laban brouffht them in, and took care of them ; 
and he was himself brought in to supper by Laban. 
And, after supper, he says to him, and to the mo- 
ther of the damsel, addressing himself to her, 
'* Abraham is the son of Terah, and a kinsman of 
yours ; for Nahor, the giand&ther of these chil- 
dren, was the brother of Abraham, by both father 
and mother ; upon which account ne hath sent me 
to you, being desirous to take this damsel for his 
son to wife. lie is his legitimate son, and is brought 
up as his only heir. He could indeed have had the 
most happy of all the women in that country for 
him, but he would not have his son marry any of 
them ; but, out of regard to his own relations, he 
desired him to match here, whose affection and in- 
clination I would not have you despise ; for it was 
by the good pleasure of God that other accidents 
fell out in my journey, and that thereby I lighted 
upon your daughter and your house ; for when I 
was near to the city, I saw a neat many maidens 
coming to a well, and I prayed that I might meet 
with this damsel, which has come to pass accord- 
ingly. Do you, therefore, confirm that misrriage, 
whose espousals have been already made by a di- 
vine appearance ; and show the respect you have 
for Abraham, who hath sent me with so much soli- 
citude, in givinz your consent to the mazriage of 
this damseL" Upon this they understood it to be 
the will of God, and greatly approved of the offer, 
and sent their daughter, as was desired. Accord- 
ingly Isaac married her, the inheritance being now 
come to him ; for the children by Keturah were 
gone to their own remote habitations. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

CONCERNING THB DEATH 07 ▲BRAHAM . 

A LFRLE while after this, Abraham died. He was 
a man of incomparable virtue, and honoured by 
Grod in a manner agreeable to his piety towards 
him. The whole time of his life was one hundred 
seventy and five years ; and he was buried in He- 
bron, with his wife Sanih, by their sons Isaac and 
Ismael. 



CHAPTER XVIII, 

OONCB&NINO THB SONS 07 ISAAC, ESAD AND JACOB. 
07 THEIB NATIVITY AND EDUCATION. 

§ 1 . Now Isaac's wife proved with child, after the 
death of Abraham ;* and when her belly was 
greatly burdened, Isaac was veir anxious, and in- 
quired of Grod ; who answered, that Rebeka should 

• Tha birth of Jacob and Emq h here Mkid to be after Abvmham'M death * 
It shCMiUhaT« been alter Sanh** death. The order of tha nanrnthm in 
Qeocala, not alwayi aMaOy aooordln* to the order of time, morm to hara 
^JOMphoi Into thk error, at Dr. fienwid obecma here. 
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bear twins ; and tliat two nationp slloald take the 
names of Uiose sons ; and that he who appeared 
the second shoold excel the elder. Accordingly 
she^ in a little time, as God had foretold, hare twins ; 
the elder of whom, £rom his head to his feet, was 
rery rough and luuiy ; hat the .younger took hold 
of his heel as thev were in the birth. Now the la- 
ther loved the elder, who was called Esau, a name 
agreeable to his roughness, for the Hebrews call 
such an hairy roughness [Esau,* or] Seir ; but 
Jacob the younger was best beloved by his mother. 

2. When there was a famine in the land, Isaac 
resolved to go into Bgypt, the Und there being 
good ; but he went to Uerar, as God commanded 
him. Here Abimelech the king received him, be- 
canae Abraham had formerly lived with him, and 
had been his friend ; and as in the beginning he 
treated him exceeding kindly, so he was hindered 
from continuing in the same disposition to the end, 
by his envy at him ; for when he saw that God was 
with Isaac, and took such great care of him, he 
drove him awav from him. But Isaac, when he 
saw how envy had changed the temper of Abime- 
wch, mtired to a place called the Valley, not far 
from .verar ; and as he was digging a well, the 
sh^herds fell upon him, and began to fight, in 
order to hinder the work ; and because he cUd not 
desire to contend, the shepherds seemed to get the 
better of him ; so he still retired, and dug another 
weU ; and when certain other shepherds of Abime- 
lech's began to offer him violence, he left that also, 
and still retired ; thus purchasing security to him- 
«elf by a rational and prudent conduct At length 
Ihe king gave him leave to dig a well without dis- 
turbance. He named this well Rehoboth, which 
denotes a large tpace ; but of the former wells, one 
was called Esoon, which denotes ttrife ; the other 
Sitenna, which name signifies enmity, 

at. It was now that Isaac's affaus increased, and 
his power was in a flourishing condition ; and this 
from his great riches. But Abimelech, thinking 
Inae throve in opposition to him, while their liv- 
ing together made them suspicious of each other, 
and Inac's retiring, showing a secret enmity also, 
he was afraid that his former frienship with Isaac 
would not secure him, if Isaac should endeavour to 
revoige the injuries he had formerly offered hun ; 
he ther e fore renewed his friendship with him, and 
brought with him Philoc, one of his eenerals. And 
when he had obtained every thing ne desired, by 
reason of Isaac's good nature, who preferred the 
eariier friendship Abimelech had shown to himself 
and his fiuher to his later wrath against him, he 
returned home. 

4. Now when Esau, one of the sons of Isaac, 
whom the &ther principally loved, was now come 
to the. age of forty years, he married Adah, the 
dau;lrter of Helen, and Aholibamah, the daughter 
of l^beoD ; which Helen and Esebeon were great 
lords among the Oanaanit.ffi, thereby taking upon 
Imnself the authority, and pretending to have domi- 
Dion over his own marriages, without so much as 
•ddng the advice of his father ; for had Isaac been 
the arbitrator, he had not given him leave to many 
thus, for he was not pleased with contracting any 
aUianee with the people of that country ; but not 
eaziiig to be measy to his son, bv commanding him 
to pot away these wives^ he resolved to be silent. 
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5. But when he was old, and could not see at all, 
he called Esau to him, and told him, that besides 
his blindness and the disorder of his eyes, his very 
old age hindered him from his worship of Grod [by 
sacrifice] ; he bid him therefore to go out a hunt- 
ing, and when he had caught as much venison 
as he could, to prepare him a 8upper,t that after 
tills he might inake supplication to God, to be to 
him a supporter and an assister during the whole 
time of his life ; saying, that it was uncertain when 
he should die, and that he was desirous, by prayers 
for him, to procure, beforehand, Grod to be merciful 

to him. 

6. Accordingly Esau went out a hunting ; but 
RebekiU: thinUng it proper to have the supplica- 
tion made for obtaining tne fiivour of God to Jacob, 
and that without the consent of Isaac, bid him kill 
kids of the goats, and prepare a supper. So Jacob 
obeyed his mother, according to all her instructions 
Now when the supper was got ready, he took a 
goat's skin, and put it about his arm, tiiiat by rea- 
son of its hsiiy roughness, he might by his father 
be believed to 1)e Esau ; for they being twins, and 
in all things else alike, differed only in this thing. 
This was done out of his fear, that before his £- 
ther had made his supplications, he should be 
caught in his evil practice ; and lest he should, on 
the contrary, provoke his fkther to curse him. So 
he brought In the supper to his father. Isaac per- 
ceiving, by the peculiarity of his voice, who he waa^ 
called his son to him, who gave hhn his hand, 
which was covered with the goat's skin. When 
Isaac felt that, he said, '^Thy voice is like the voice 
of Jacob, yet, because of the thickness of thy hair, 
thou seemest to be Esau." So suspecting no de- 
ceit, he ate the supper, and betook himself to his 
prayers and intercessions with God : and said, ^O 
Lord of all ages, and Creator of all substance ; for 
it was thou that didst propose to my father great 
plenty of good things, and hast vouchsafed to be- 
stow on me what I have ; and hast promised to my 
posterity to be their kind supporter, and to bestow 
on them still greater blessings, — do thou, therefore, 
confirm these thy promises, and do not overlook 
me, because of my present weak condition, on ac- 
count of which I most earnestly pray to thee. Be 
gracious to this my son ; and preserve hun, and 
keep him from every thing that is evil. Give him 
a happy life, and the possession of as many good 
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naual in nieh eminent obm«, tliat a dlTlne Inpuln would eotne upon him. 
In order to the aolemn blewlng of hie mb there pneent, and bb fbieteU 
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thin^ as thy power is able to bestow. Make him 
terrible to his enemies, and honourable and beloved 
among his friends !" 

7. Thus did Isaac pray to God, thinking his 
prayers had been made for Esau. He had but just 
finished them, wheU Esau came in from hunting ; 
and when Isaac perceived his mistake, he was 
silent : but Esau requued that he might be made 
partaker of the like blessing from his father that 
nis brother had partook of ; but his father refused 
it, because all his prayers had been spent upon 
Jacob ; so Esau lamented the mistake. However, 
his father being grieved at his weeping, said, that 
"he should excel in hunting and strength ol body, 
in arms, and all such sorts of work ; and should 
obtain glory for ever on those accounts, he and his 
posterity after him ; but still should serve his 
orothcr. 

8. Now the mother delivered Jacob, when she 
was afraid that his brother would inflict some pun- 
ishment upon him, because of the mistake about 
the prayers of Isaac ; for she persuaded her hus- 
band to take a wife for Jacob out of Mesopotamia, 
of her own kindred, Esau having married already 
Basemmath, the daughter of Ismael, without hb 
father's consent ; for Isaac did not like the Ca- 
iiaanites, so that he disapproved of Esau's former 
marriages, which made him take Basemmath to 
wife, in order to please him ; and indeed he had a 
great affection for her. 



CHAPTER XIX. 
CONCERNING Jacob's pught into Mesopotamia, bt 

REASON OP THE PEAR HE WAS IN OP HIS BROTHER. 

§ 1 . Now Jacob was sent by his mother to Meso- 
potamia, in order to marry Laban her brother's 
daughtei (which marriage was permitted by Isaac, 
on account of his obsequiousness to the dertires of 
his wife) ; and he accordingly journeyed through 
the land oi Canaan ; and because he hated the 
])eop1e of that countr}', he would not lodge with 
any of them, but took up his lodging iu the open 
air. and laid his head on a heap of stones that he 
had gathered together. At which time he saw in 
his sleep such a vision standing by him ; — ^he seem- 
ed to see a ladder, that reached firom the earth 
unto heaven, and persons descending upon the lad- 
der that seemed more excellent than human ; and 
at last God himself stood above it, and was plainly 
visible to him ; who, calling him by his name, 
spake to him these words : — 

2« ^'O Jacob, it is not fit for thee, who art the 
son of a good father, and grandson of one who had 
obtained a great reputation for his eminent virtue, 
to be dejected at thy present circumstances, but to 
hope for better times, for thou shalt have great 
abundance of all good things by my assistance ; for 
I brought Abraham hither, out of ^ Mesopotamia, 
when he was driven away by his kinsmen, and I 
made thy father a happy man ; nor will I bestow 
a lesser degree of happiness on thyself ; be of good 
courage, therefore, and under my conduct proceed 
on tfiis thy journey, for the marriage thou goest so 
zealously about shall be consummated ; and thou 
shalt have children of good characters, but their 
multitude shall be innumerable ; and they shall 
-rave wluit they have to a still more numemtis 



posterity, to whom, and to whose posterity, I give 
the dominion of all the land, and their posterity 
shall fill tlie entire earth aiid sea, so far as the siui 
beholds them ; but do not thou fear any danger, 
nor be afraid of tlie many labours thou must un- 
dergo, for by mv providence I will direct thee what 
thou art to do m the time present, and still mudi 
more in the time to come." 

3. Such were the predictions which God made to 
Jacob ; whereupon he became very jo}'ful at what 
he had seen and heai'd ; and he poured oil on the 
stones, because on them the prediction of such great 
benefits was made. He also vowed a vow, that he 
would offer sacrifices upon them, if he lived hnd re- 
turned safe ; and if he came again in such a con- 
dition, he would give the tithe of what he had 
gotten to God. He also judged tlie place to be 
honourable, and gave it the name of Bethel, ift^ich, 
in the Greek, is interpreted, The House of God. 

4. So he proceeded on his journey to Mesopota- 
mia, and at length came to Haran ; and meeting 
with shepherds in the suburbs, with boys grown up, 
and maidens sitting about a certain well, he staid 
with them, as wanting water to drink ; and begin- 
ning to discourse with them, heasked them whether 
they knew such a one as Laban, and whether he 
was still alive. Now thev all said they knew him, 
for he was not so inconsiclerable a person as to be 
unknown to any of them ; and that his dauj:^hter 
fed her father's flock together with them ; and that 
indeed they wondered that she was not yet come, 
for by her means thou mightest learn more exactly 
whatever thou desirest to know about that family. 
While they were saving this tlie damsel came, and 
the other shepherjs Uiat came down along with 
her. Then they showed her Jacob, and told lier 
that he was a stranger, who came to inquire about 
her father's affairs. But she, as pleased, after the 
custom of diildren, with Jacob's coming, asked him 
w^ho he was, and whence he came to them, and 
what it was he lacked that he came hither. She 
also wished it might be in their power to supply the 
wants he came about. 

5. But Jacob was quite overcome, not so much 
by their kindred, nor by that affection which might 
arise thence, as by his love to the damsel, and his 
surprise at her beauty, which was so flourishing, as 
few of the women of that age could vie with. He 
said then, ^ There is a relation between thee and 
me, elder than either thy or mv birth, if thou be the 
daughter of Laban ; for AbiTiham was the son of 
Terah, as well as Haran and Nahor. Of the Ust of 
whom (Nahor) Bethuel thy grandfather was the 
son. Isaac my father was the son of Abraham and 
of Sarah, who was the daughter of Haran. But 
there is a nearer and later cement of mutual kin- 
dred which we bear to one another, for my mother 
Rebeka was sister to Laban thy father, both by the 
same father and mother ; I therefore and thou are 
cousin-germans ; and I am now come to salute you, 
and to renew that affinity which is proper between 
us." Upon this the damsel, at the mention of Re 
beka, as usually happens to young persons, we)>t, 
and tiiat out of the kmdness she hj^ for her father, 
and embraced Jacob, she haWng learned an account 
of Rebeka from her father, and knew that her pa- 
rents loved to hear her named ; and when she 
had saluted him, she said that ** he brought the 
most desirable and greatest pleasures to her fiither, 
with all theur fiunily, who was always mentioning 
his mother, and always thinking of her, and her 
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alone; and that this will make thee equal in his eyes 
to any adrantageoos circumatanoes whatsoever." 
Then she bid him eo to her &ther, and follow her 
while she oonducted him to him ; and not to deprive 
him of saoh a pleasure, by staying any longer away 
from him. 

6. When she had said thns, she brought him to 
Laban ; and being owned by his uncle, he was se- 
cure himself as hdiag among his friends ; and he 
brought a great deal <tf pleasure to them by his 
unexpeeted coming. But a little while afterward, 
Laban told him tluit he could not express in wrads 
the joy he had at his coming ; but still he inquired 
of him the occasion of his coming, and why he left 
his aged mother and Uther, when they wanted to 
be tuen care of by him ; and that he would afford 
him all the assistance he wanted. Then Jacob 
gare him an account of the whole occasion of his 
JGumey, and told him, '^ that Isaac had two sons 
that were twins, himself and Esau ; who, because 
he fiuled of his father's prayers, which by his mo- 
ther's wisdom were put up for him, sought to kill 
Um, as deprived of the lungdom* which was to be 
given him of God, and of the blessings for which 
their Either prayed ; and that this was the occasion 
of hie eoming hither, as his mother had command- 
td him to do : for we are all (says he) brethren 
€ine to another ; but our mother esteems an alliance 
with your family more than she does one with the 
familwii of the country ; so I look upon yourself 
and God to be the supporters of my travels, and 
think myself safe in my present circumstances." 

7. Now Laban promised to treat him witii great 
humanity, both on account of his ancestors, and 
partieulariy for the sake of his mother, towards 
whom, he said, he would show his kindness, even 
though she were absent, by taking care of him ; 
for he aasnred him he would make him the head 
shepherd of his flock, and give him authority suffi- 
cient for that puipoee ; and when he should have a 
mind to return to his parents, he would send him 
baek with presents, and this in as honourable a 
maniifT as the nearness of their relation should re- 
quize. This Jacob heard gladly ; and said he 
would willingly, and with pleasure, undergo any 
sort of pains while he tazriea with him, but desired 
Rachel to wife, as the reward of those pains, who 
waa not only on other accounts esteemed by him, 
hot abo beca u se she was the m^ans of his coming 
to him ; for he said he was forced by the love of 
the damael to make this proposal. ' liaban was weU 
pleased with this agreement, and consented to give 
the damsel to him, as not desirous to meet with any 
better son-in-law ; and said he would do this, if he 
voold stay with him some time, for he was not will- 
ing to send his daughter to be among the Canaan^ 
ites, for he repented of the alliance he had made 
alrady by marrying his sister there. And when 
Jaeob had given his consent to this, he agreed to 
stay seven jears ; for so many years he had resolved 
to serve his fiither-in-Iaw, tliat, having given a spe- 
cimen of his virtue, it might be better Imown what 
sort of a man he was : and Jacob accepting of his 
terms, after the time was over, he nuMle the wed- 
ding-feast ; and when it was night, without Jacob's 
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perceiving it, he put his other daughter into bed to 
hbn, who was both elder than Riushel, and of no 
comely countenance : Jacob lay with her that night, 
as being both in drink and in &e dark. However, 
when it was day he knew what had been done to 
him ; and he reproached Laban for his unfair pro- 
ceeding with him ; who asked pardon for that ne- 
cessity which forced him to do what he did ; for he 
did not give him Lea out of any ill design, but as 
overcome by another greater necessity that, not- 
withstanding this, nothing should hinder him from 
marrying Bachel ; but that when he had served 
another seven years, he would give him her whom 
he loved. Jacob submitted to this condition, for 
his love to the damsel did not permit him to do 
otherwise ; and when another seven years were 
gone, he took Rachel to wife. 

8. Now each of these had JuLwi^Tnavl'?, by their 
father's donation. Zilpha was handmaid to Lea, 
and Bilha to Rachel ; by no means Blavee,t but 
however subj ect to their mistresses. Now Lca was 
sorely troubled at her husband's love to her sister ; 
and she expected she should be better esteemed if 
she bare bun children : so she entreated God per- 
petually ; and when she had bom a son, and her 
husband was on that account better reconciled to 
her, she named her son Reubel, because God Aa<l 
had mercy upon her, in ^ving Aer a $on ; for that 
is the signification of this name. After some time 
she bare three more sons; Simeon, which name 
signifies that God had hearkened to her prayer. 
Then she bare Levi, the eonfirmer of eAtftr friend' 
ship. After him was bom Judah, which denotes 
thanktgiving. But Rachel, fearing lest the fruit- 
fulness of her sister should make herself enjoy a 
lesser share of Jacob's affections, put to bed to him 
her handmaid Bilha ; by whom Jacob had Dan : 
one may interpret that name into the Greek tongue, 
a dimne judgment. And after him Nepthalim, as 
it were, unconquerable in etratagenu, since Rachel 
tried to conquer the fruitfulness of her sister by 
this stratagem. Accordingly, Lea took the same 
method, and used a counter-stratagem to that of 
her sister ; for she put to bed to him her own hand- 
maid. Jacob therefore had by Zilpha a son whose 
name was Gad, which may be interpreted /ort«A«; 
and after him Asher, which may be called a happy 
man, because he added glory to Lea. Now Reu oe^ 
the eldest son of Lea, brought apples of mandrakes^ 
to his mother. When R^el saw tiiem, she de- 
sired that she would give her the apples, for she 
longed to eat them ; but when she refused, and bid 
her be content that she had deprived her of the 
benevolence she ought to have had from her hus- 
band, Rachel, in order to mitigate her sister's an- 
ger, said she would yield her husband to her ; and 
he should lie with her that evening. She accepted 
of the favour •$ and Jacob slept with Lea by the 
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favour of RacheL She bare then these sons : Is- 
sachar, denoting one bam by hire ; and Zabolon, 
^ne barn <u a pledge of benevoUnee towarde her : 
and & daughter, Dina. After some time Rachel 
had a son, named Joseph, which signified there 
ehould be another added to hitn. 

9. Now Jacob fed the flodra of Laban, his fiither- 
in-Iaw, all this tune, being twenty years ; after 
which he desired leave of his lather-in-Iaw, to take 
his wives and go home ; but when his father-in- 
law would not give him leave, he contrived to do it 
secretly. He made trial, therefore, of the dispoed- 
tton of his wives, what they thought of this journey ; 
— ^when they appeared glad, and approved of it 
Rachel took along with her the images of the gods 
which, according to their Uws, they used to wor- 
ship in their own country, and ran awav together 
witn her sister. The children also of them both, 
and the handmaids, and what possessions they had, 
went along with them. Jacob also drove away half 
the cattle, without letting Laban know of it before- 
hand ; but the reason why Rachel took the images 
of tho gods, although Jacob had taught her to des- 
pise such worship of those gods, was this. That in 
case they were pursued, and taken by her father, 
she mignt have recourse to these images, in order 
to obtam lus pardon. 

10. But Laban, after one day's time, beiDg ac- 
quainted with Jacob's and his daughters' departure, 
was much troubled, and pursued after them, lead- 
ing a band of men with him ; and on the seventh 
day overtook them, and found them resting on a 
certain hill ; and then indeed he did not meddle 
with them, for it was even-tide ; but God stood by 
him in a dream, and warned him to receive his son- 
in-law and his daughters in a peaceable manner ; 
and not to venture upon any thing rashly, or in 
wrath to them, but to make a league with Jacob ; 
and he told him, that if he despised their small 
number, and attacked them in a hostile manner, he 
would himself assist them. When Laban had been 
thus forewarned by Grod, he called Jacob to him 
the next day, in order to treat with him, and showed 
him what dream he had ; in dependence whereupon 
he came confidently to him, and began to accuse 
him ; alleging him that he had entertained him 
when he was poor, and in want of all things, and 
had given him plenty of all things which he had ; 
'^ For," said he, *' I have joined my daughters to 
thee in marriage, and supposed that thy kindness 
to me would be greater than before ; but thou hast 
had no regard to either thy mother'srelationto me, 
nor to the affinity now newly contracted between 
us ; nor to those wives whom thou hast married ; 
nor to those children, of whom I am the grandfii- 
iher. Thou hast treated me as an enemy, by driv- 
ing away my cattle ; and by persuading my daugh* 
ters to run away from their otther ; and bpr carry- 
ing home those sacred paternal imafes which were 
worsMpped by my foremthers, and have been hon- 
oured with the like worship which they paid them, 
by myself. In short, thou hast done this whilst 
thou art my Idnsnmn, and my sister's son, and the 
husband of my daugrhters, and was hospitably 
treated by me, and didst eat at my table." When 
Laban had said ilus, Jacob made his defence : — 
That he was not the only person in whom God had 
implanted the love of his native country, but that 
he nad made it natural to all men ; and diat there- 
fore it was but reasonable that, after so long time, 
he should go back to it. ^ But as to the prey, of 



whose driving away thou accusest me, if any other 
person .were the arbitrator, thou wouldst be found 
m the wrong ; for, instMid of those thanks I ought 
to have had from thee, for both keeping thy cattle 
and increasing them, how is it that thou art unjustlv 
angry at me because I have taken, and have with 
me a snuUi portion of them 1 But then,* as to thy 
daughters, take notice, that it is not through any 
evil practices of mine that they follow me in znv 
return home, but from that just affection whicb 
wives naturally have to their husbands. They fol- 
low, therefore, not so properly myself as th^ own 
children." Aiid thus far of his apology was made, 
in order to clear himself of having acted unjustly. 
To which he added his own complaint and accusa- 
tion of Laban ; saying, ** While I was thy sister's 
son, and thou hadst given me thy daughtez« in 
marriage, thou hast worn me out with thy 
harsh commands, and detained me twenty years 
under them. That, indeed, which was required in 
order to my nuurying thy daughters, hard as it was^ 
I own to have been tolerable ; but as. to those thai 
were put upon me after those nuurriages, they were 
worse, and such indeed as an enemy would have 
avoided." For certainly Laban had used Jacob 
very ill ; for when he saw that God was assisting 
to Jacob in all that he desired, he promised him, 
that of the young cattle which should be bom, he 
should have sometimes what was of a white colour, 
and sometimes what should be of a black colour ; 
but when those that came to Jacob's share proved 
numerous, he did not keep his faith with him, but 
said he would give them to him the next year, be- 
cause of his envying him the multitude of his pos- 
sessions. He pronused him as before, because he 
thought such an increase was not to be expected ; 
but when it appeared to be fttct, he decdved him. 

1 1 . But then, as to the sacred images, he bid him 
search for them ; and when Laban accepted of the 
offer, Rachel, being informed of it, put those images 
into that camel's saddle on which sne rode, and sat 
upon it ; and said, that her natural purgation hin- 
dered her rising up : so Laban left off seardiing 
any farther, not suppoamg that his daughter in such 
circumstances would approach to those images. So 
he made a league with Jacob, and bound it by 
oaths, that he would not bear him any malice on 
account of what had happened ; and Jacob made 
the like league, and pomised to love Laban's 
daughters. And these leagues they confirmed with 
oaths also, which they made upon certain mountains, 
whereon tiiey erected a pillar, in the form of an al- 
tar : whence that hill is called Gilead ; and from 
thence they call that land the Land of Gilead aC 
this day. Now when they had feasted after the 
making of the league, Laban returned home. 



CHAPTER XX. 

CONCEJINIKO THE MBStlNO OF JACX>B AMD ESAU. 

§ 1. Now as Jacob was proceeding on his journey 
to the land of Canaan, angels appeared to him, and 
suggested to him good hope of his future condition ; 
and that place he named the Camp of God. And 
being desirous of knowing what his brother's inten- 
tions were to himj he sent messengers to give him 
an exact account of every thing, as being afraid, on 
account of the enmities between them. He chained 
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chose tlm were sent to my to Esan, ^ Jacob had 
thought it wiong to lire together with him, while 
be WM in anger against him, and so had rone oat 
of the ooontry ; and that he now, thiiuing the 
iei^ of time of his absence most hare made up 
their differences, was retominff ; that he brought 
vuhhnn his wires, and his <mildren, with what 
possessions he had gotten ; and delivered hbnself, 
«ith what was most dear to him, into his hands ; 
and should think it his greatest happiness to par- 
take together with his brother of what €k>dliad 
bestowed upon him." So these messengers told 
him this message. Upon which Esau was veiy 
flad, and met his brother with four hundred men. 
And Jacob, when he heard that he was coming to 
loeet him with such a number of men, was greatly 
afraid ; however, he committed his hope of deliver- 
uce to God ; and considered how, in his present 
cireomstances, he might preserve himself and those 
that were with him, and overcome his enemies if 
tiler attacked him injuriously. He therefore dis- 
tributed his company into parts ; some he sent be- 
^ the rest, and the others he ordered to come 
dose behind, that so, if the first were overpowered 
vben his brother attacked them, they might have 
those that foDowed as a ref uf^ to fly unto. And 
vhen he had put his company m this order, he sent 
iome of them to carry presents to his brother. The 
presents were made up of cattle, and a great num- 
ber of four-footed beasts, of many kinds, such as 
voold be very acceptable to those that received 
tb^n, on account of their rarity. Those who were 
MQt went at certain intervals m space asunder, that 
bjfoUowing thick one after another, they might 
appear to be more numerous ; that Esau might 
Rmit of his anger on account of these presents, if 
he were still in a passion. Instructions were also 
Siveo to those that were sent to speak gently to him. 
^ When Jacob had made these appointments all 
the day, and night came on, he moved on with his 
^pany ; and, as they were gone over a certain 
river ciUled Jabboc, Jacob was left behind ; and 
^'D^^g with an angel he wrestled with him, the 
I'Qgel beffinning the struggle ; but he prevailed over 
the angel, who used a voice, and spake to him in 
^ords, exhorting him to be pleased with what had 
bippened to him, and not to suppose that his vic- 
^ry was a small one, but that no had overcome a 
^vine angel, and to esteem the victo^ as a sign of 
^t blessings that should come to turn ; and that 
bis offspring should never £ail ; and that no man 
should be too hard for his power. He also com- 
J^^^ him to be called Israel, which in the He- 
brew tongue signifies one thai HruggUd vith the di- 
*tM angd.* These promises were made at the 
P^yer of Jacob ; for when he perceived him to be 
^ sngel of God, he desired he would signify to 
bim what should befial him hereafter. And when 
the angel had said what is before related, he disap- 
P^^ ; but Jaoob was pleased with these things, 
^d named the pUtce, Phanuel, which signifies, Uie 
'^ of God, Now when he felt pain by this strug- 
F%« upon his broad sinew, he abstained from eat- 
ing that sinew himself afterward ; and for his sake 
Httatill not eaten by us. 

«• When Jacob understood that his brother was 
"**«■> he ordered his wives to go before, each by 
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herself; with the handmaids, that they might see 
the actions of the men as they were fighting, if 
Esau were so disposed. He then went up to his 
brother Esau, and bowed down to him, who had no 
evil design upon him, but saluted him ; and asked 
him about the company of the ehUdren and of the 
women ; and desired, when he had understood all 
he wanted to know about them, that he would go 
along with him to their father ; but Jacob pre- 
tending that the cattle were weaiy, Esau returned 
to Seir, for there was his pbaoe of habitation ; he 
having named the place Roughness, from his own 
haizy roughness. 

CHAPTER XXl. 

CONCElUfINO THB VIOLATION OF DINa'S CHASTITT. 

§ 1. Herbdpon Jacob came to the pUoe, till this 
day called Tents (Succoth) ; from whence he went 
to Shechem, which is a citv of the Canaanites. Now 
as the Shechemites were keeping a festival, Dina, 
who was the only daughter of Jacob, went into the 
city to see the finery of the women of that country. 
But when Shechem, the son of Hamor the king, saw 
her, he defiled her hr violence ; and, being greatly 
in love with her, desired of his father that he would 
procure the damsel to him for a wife : — to which 
desire he condescended, and came to Jacob, desir- 
ing him to give leave that his son Shechem might, 
according to law, marry Dina. But Jacob, not 
knowing now to deny the desire of one of such great 
dignity, and yet not thinking it lawful to marry his 
daughter to a stranger, entreated him to give him 
leave to have a consultation about what he desired 
him to do. So the king went away, in hopes that 
Jacob would grant him this marriage. But Jacob 
informed his sons of the defilement of their sister, 
and of the address of Hamor ; and desired them to 
give their advice what they should do. Upon this, 
3ie greatest part said nothing, not knowing what 
advice to give. But Simeon and Levi, the brethren 
of the damsel by the same mother, agreed between 
themselves upon the action following : It being now 
the time of a festival, when the Shechemites were 
employed in ease and feasting, they fell upon the 
watch when they were asleep, and, coming mto the 
city, slew all the males ^f as also the king and his 
son with them ; but spared the women ; and when 
they had done this without their father's consent^ 
they brought away their sister. 

2. Now while Jacob was astonished at the great- 
ness of this act, and was severely bhuning his sons 
for it, God stood by bun, and bid him be of ffood 
courage ; but to purify Ids tents, and to offer those 
sacrifices which ne luid vowed to offer ^^hen^ he 
went first into Mesopotamia, and saw his vision. 
As he was therefore purifying his followers, he 
lighted upon the gods of Laban (for he. did not be- 
fore know they were stolen by RacheH ; and he hid 
them in the earth, under an oak, in Snechem ; and 
departing thence, he offered sacrifice at Bethel, 
the place where he saw lus dream, when he went 
first into Mesopotamia. 

8. And when he was gone thence, and was come 
over-against Ephrata, he there buried Rachel, who 
died in child-bed : rfie was the only one of Jacob's 
kindred that had not the honour of burial at He- 
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bron ; and when he had mourned for her a ereat 
while, he called the son that was bom of her Ben- 
lamin/ because of the sorrow the mother had with 
ninL These are all the children of Jacob, twelve 
males and one female ; — of them eight were legiti- 
mate, viz. six of Lea, and two of Bachel ; and four 
were of the handmaids, two of each ; all whose 
names have been set down already. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

HOW ISAAC DIED, AND WAS BU&IED IV HEBBON. 

Fboh thence Jacob cune to Hebron, a city situate 



among the Canaanites ; and there it was that Isaae 
lived : and so they lived together for a little while ; 
for as to Rebeka, Jacob did not find her alive. 
Isaac also died not lone after the coming of his 
son ; and was buried by nis sons, with his wife, in 
Hebron, where thev had a monument belonging to 
them from their lorefathers. Now Isaac was a 
man who was beloved of God, and was vouchsafed 
great instances of providence by (xod, after Abra- 
ham his father ; and lived to be ezceedine old, for 
when he had Uved virtuously one hundred and 
eighty-five years, he then died. 



BOOK II. 

CONTAINinO THB INTBRYAL OF TWO HUNDAED AND TWENTY TBAR8. 

PROM THE DEATH OP ISAAC TO THE EXODUS OUT OP EGYPT. 



CHAPTER I. 

HOW ESAU AND JACOB, ISAAC*8 SONS, DIVIDED THEIR 
HABITATION ; AND ESAD POSSESSED IDUMEA, AND 
JACOB CANAAN. 

§ 1. After the death of Isaac, his sons divided 
their habitations respectively ; nor did they retain 
what they had before ; but Esau departed from 
the city of Hebron, and left it to his brother, and 
dwelt in Seir, and ruled over Idumea. He called 
the oountiY by that name from himself, for he was 
named Adom ; which appellation he got on the 
following occasion :^-One day returning from the 
toil of hunting very hunery (it was when he was a 
child in age), he Ughted on his brother when he 
was getting ready lentile-pottage for his dinner, 
which was of a very red colour ; on which account 
he the more earnestly longed for it, and desired 
him to give him some of it to eat : but he made 
advantage of his brother's hunger, and forced him 
to resign up to him his birthright ; and he, being 
pinched with famine, resigned it up to him, under 
an oath. Whence it came, that, on account of the 
redness of this pottage, he was, in way of jest, by 
his cotemporaries, (^led Adom, for we Hebrews 
call what is red Adom ; and this was the name 
given to this country : but the Greeks gave it a 
more agreeable pronunciation, and named it 
Idumea, 

2. He became the father of five sons, of wVom 
Jaus, and Jalomus, and Coreus, were by one wife, 

• ShioeBaiMiiialpdfleslltojniqf imffDrrvf*. and Benjiunln, tt« mm qf 
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whose name was Alibama ; but of the rest, Aliphaz 
was bom to him by Ada, and Raguel by Basem- 
math : and these were the sons of Esau. Aliphaz 
had five legitimate sons ; Theman, Omer, Saphus, 
Gotham, and Kanaz ; for Amalek was not legiti- 
mate, but by a concubine, whose name was Thamna. 
These dwelt in that part of Idumea which is called 
Grebalitis, and that denominated from Amalek, 
Amalekitis ; for Idumea was a large country, and 
did then preserve the name of the whole, while in 
its several parts it kept the names of its peculiar 
inhabitants. 



CHAPTER II. 

HOW JOSEPH, THE T0UN0E8T OF JACOB'S SONS, WAS 
ENVIED BT his BRETHREN, WHEN CERTAIN DREAMS 
HAD FORESHOWN HIS FUTURE HAPPINESS. 

§ 1. It happened that Jacob came to so great hap- 
piness as rarely any other person had arrived at. 
He was richer than the rest of the inhabitants of 
that country ; and was at once envied and admired 
for such virtuous sons, for they were deficient in 
nothing, but were of great souls, both for labouring 
with their hands and endurii^ of toil ; and shrewd 
also in understanding ; and God exercised such a 
providence over him, and such a care of his hap- 
piness, as to bring him the greatest blessings, even 
out of what appeared to be the most sorrowful 
condition ; and to make him the cause of our fore- 
fathers' departure out of Egypt, him and his pos- 
terity. The occasion was this : — When Jacob had 
his son Joseph bom to him b^ Rachel, liis father 
loved him above the rest of his sons, both because 
of the beauty of his body, and the virtues of his 
mind ; for he excelled the rest in pradence. TYm 
affection of his father excited the envy and the 
hatred of his brethren • &> ^^ s-^ ^is dreams 
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vhich he eawy and related to his fatW and to 
them, vhieh foretold his fnture happiness, it being 
Bsial with mankind to envy their rery nearest 
idatioossach tiieir frosperity. Now the visions 
«bidi Joseph saw in his sleep were these : — 

2. When ihey were in the middle of harvest, 
tod Joseph was sent hv his father, with his brethren, 
to nther the frnits of the earth, he saw a vision in 
t£eam, bat greatly exceeding the acenstomary 
upearances that come when we are asleep ; which, 
wa he was got up, he told his brethren, that they 
migfat judge what it portended. He said, he saw 
the last night, that his wheat-sheaf stood still in 
the place where he set it, but that their sheaves 
nn to bow down to it, as servants bow down to 
their masters ; hut as soon as they perceived the 
^oQ foretold that he should obtam power and 
gnat wealth, and that his power should be in ofx- 
position to them, Aey gave no interpretation of it 
to Joseph, as if the dream were not by them un- 
deiBtood : but they prayed that no part of what they 
BQspected to be its meaning might come to pass ; and 
they bare a still greater hatred tohim on thataccount. 
3 But Grod, in opposition to their envy, sent a 
Kcond vision to Joseph, which was much more 
^nderfui than the former ; for it seemed to him 
^t the sun took with him the moon and the rest 
of the stars, and came down to the earth, and 
bowed down to him. He told the vision to his 
htfaer, and that, as suspecting nothing of ill-will 
h»m his brethren, when they were there also, and 
<i^nred him to interpret what it should signify. 
Now Jacob was pleased with the dream ; for, con- 
Eideriiig the prediction in his mind, and shrewdly 
uid wisely guessing at its meaning, he rejoiced at 
the great tilings thereby signilie<^ because it de- 
clared the future happiness of his son ; and that, 
^ the blessing of God, tiie time would come when 
fie should be honoured, and thought worthy of 
worship by his parents and brethren, as guessing 
uttt the moon and sun were like his mother and 
&ther , the former, as she that gave increase and 
oouiishment to all things, and the latter, he that 
^▼e form and other powers to them ; and that 
uic Stan were like his brethren, since they were 
^leren in number, as were the stars that receive 
weir power fipom the sun and moon. 
^ 4. And thus did Jacob make a judgment of this 
^ton, and that a'shrewd one also ; but these in- 
vitations caLaed rery great grief to Joseph's 
•'eUiren ; and they were affected to him hereupon 
••ube were a certain stranger that was to have 
j^'^ good things which were signified by the 
^'^s, and not as one that was a brother, with 
whom it was probable they should be joint par- 
^ers ; and as they had been partners in the same 
parentage, so should they be of the same happiness. 
^p also resolved to kill the lad ; and having 
^Uy ratified that intention of theirs, as soon as 
™««' collection of the fruits was over, they went 
^ wiechem, which is a coontrv good for feeding of 
?*^{f' ^ ^^^ pasturajge ; there they fed their 
°ocks without acquainting their &ther with their 
'^niOYal thither ; whereupon he had melancholy 
■^picions about them, as being ignorant of his 
■^8 condition, and receiving no messenger from 
^ nocks Uiat could inform him of the true state 
J^ ^^ in ; so, because he was in great fear 
*°out them, he sent Joseph to the flock^ to learn 
r! ^'"^nMtances his brethren were in, and to 
•f»nghun word how they did. 



CHAPTER III. 

HOW JOSBPH WAS THUS SOLD BT HIS BRITRRBlf 
Iirro EGYPT, BY HBA80N OF THBIR HATBXO TO 
RIM ; AND HOW HB THEHB ORBW FAMOUS Alf]> 
ILLUSTRIOUS, AND HAD HIS BRETHREN UNDER 
HIS POWER. 

f 1. Now these brethren rejoiced as soon as they 
saw their brother coining to them, not indeed as 
at the presence of a near relation, or as at the pre- 
sence of one sent by their father, but as at ^e 
presence of an enemy, and one that by divine pro- 
vidence was delivered into their hands ; and uiey 
abready resolved to kill him, and not let slip the 
opportunity that lay before them ; but when Reubel, 
the eldest of them, saw them thus disposed, and 
that they had agreed together to execute their 
purpose, he tried to restrain them, showing them 
the heinous enterprise they were going about, and 
the horrid nature of it ; that this action would ap- 
pear wicked in the sight of God, and impious before 
men, even though they should kill one not reUted to 
them, but much more flagitious and detestable to 
appear to have slain their own brother ; bv which 
act the father must be treated unjustly in the son's 
slaughter, and the mother* also be in perplexity 
while she hunents that her son is taken away from 
her, and this not in a natural way neither. So he 
entreated them to have a regard to their own con- 
sciences, and wisely to consider what mischief 
would betide them upon the death of so good a 
child and their youngest brother ; that they would 
also fear God, who was already both a spectator 
and a witness of the designs they had against their 
brother ; that he would love them if they abstained 
from this act, and yielded to repentance and amend- 
ment ; but in case they proceeded to do the fact, 
all sorts of punishment would overtake them from 
God for this murder of their brother, since they 
polluted his providence, which was everywhere 
present, and which did not overlook what was done, 
either in deserts or in cities ; for wheresoever a 
man is, there ought he to suppose that God is also. 
He told tihem farther, that their consciences would 
be their enemies, if thepr attempted to go through 
so wicked an enterprise, which they can never 
avoid, whether it be a good conscience, or whether 
it be such an one as they will have within them 
when once they have killed their brother. He 
also added this besides to what he had before said, 
that it was not a righteous thing to kill a brother, 
though he had injured them ; that it is a good 
thing to forget the actions of such near friends, 
even in things wherein they mi^ht seem to have 
offended ; but that thev were going to kill Joseph, 
who had been guilty of nothing that was ill towards 
them, in whose case the infirmity of his small age 
should rather procure him mercy, and move them 
to unite together in the care of his preservation : 
that the cause of killing him made the act itself 
much worse, while they determined to take him off 
out of envy at his future prosperity, an e<^ual share 
of which they would naturally partake while he en- 
joyed it, since they were to him not strangers, but 

• W« may ban ohMTVc, that in « Miwp o i id«na> to JoMphl wmikI 
drawn, which lnipli«d that his mother, who waa tbon aliw, as well aa 
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the nearest relations, for they might reckon upon 
what God bestowed upon Joseph as their own ; and 
that it was fit for them to believe, that the anger of 
God would for this cause be more severe upon mem, 
if thev slew him who was judged bv God to be wor- 
thy of that prosperity which he noped for ; and, 
while by murdering him, they made it impossible 
for God to bestow it upon him. 

2. Reubel said these, and many other things, and 
used entreaties to them, and thereby endeavoured 
to divert them from the murder of their brother ; 
but when he saw that his discourse had not molli- 
fied them at all, and that they made haste to do the 
fact, he advised them to alleviate the wickedness 
they were going about, in the manner of taking 
Joseph off ; for as he had exhorted them first, when 
they were going to revenge themselves, to be dis- 
suaded from doine it, so, since the sentence for 
killing their brother had prevailed, he said that 
they would not, however, be ho grossly guilty, if 
they would be persuaded to follow his present ad- 
vice, which would include what they were so eager 
about, but was not so very bad, but, in the distress 
they were in, of a lighter nature. He begged of 
Uiem, tiierefore, not to kill their brother with their 
own hands, but to cast him into the pit that was 
hard by, and so let him die ; by which* they would 
sain so much, that they would not defile their own 
hands with his blood. To this the young men 
r»ftdily agreed ; so Reubel took the lad, aiSi tied 
him to a cord, and let him down gently into the pit, 
for it had no water at all in it ; who, when he had 
done this, went his way to seek for such pasturage 
as was fit for feeding his flocks. 

3. But Judas, being one of Jacob's sons also, 
seeing some Arabians, of the posterity of Isroael, 
cairymg spices and Syrian wares out of the land of 
Gilead to the Egyptians, after Reubel was gone, 
advised his bretlven to draw Joseph out of the pit, 
and sell him to the Arabians ; for if he should die 
among* strainers a great way off, they should be 
freed from this barbarous action. This, therefore, 
was resolved on ; so they drew Joseph up out of the 
pit, and sold him to the merchants for twenty 
pounds.* He was now seventeen years old ; but 
Reubel, ooming in the night-time to the pit, re- 
solved to save Joseph, without the privity of his 
brethren ; and when, upon his calling to nim, he 
made no answer, he was afraid that they had de- 
stroyed him after he was gone ; of which he com- 

Elained to his brethren ; but when they had told 
im what they had done, Reubel left off his 
mourning. 

4. When Joseph's brethren had done thus to 
him, thev considered what they should do to escape 
the suspicions of their father. Now they had taken 
away from Joseph the coat which he had on when 
he came to them at the time they let him down into 
the pit ; so they thought proper to tear that coat 
to pieces, and to dip it into ^t's blood, and then 
to carry it and show it to their father, that he might 
believe he was destroyed by wild beasts ; and when 
they had so done, thev came to the old man, but 
this not till what had happoned to his son had al- 
ready come to his knowledge. Then they said that 
thev had not seen Joseph, nor knew what mishap 
had befallen him ; but that they had found his 

» Thefkifibaatllnt haw tweotar ptocM of fold t Um TtoHsment of Gad 
tfilrtiri tba Habmwand fWunaillaB twenty of •Ihrcr; Mid the Tolgar La- 
tfaitlilr^. WhstwaatlM traa namlwraiid tnit sun, ounot thcnkfara 



coat bloody and torn to pieces, whence they had & 
suspicion that he had flEulen among wild beasts, and 
so perished, if that was the coat he had on when he 
came from home. Now Jacob had before some 
better hopes that his son was only made a captive i 
but now ne laid aside that notion, and supposed 
that this coat was an evident argument that ne was 
dead, for he well remembered Uiat this was the 
coat he had on when he sent him to his brethren ; 
so he hereafter lamented the lad as now dead, and 
as if he had been the father of no moro than one, 
without taking any comfort in the rest ; and so he 
was also affected with his misfortune before he met 
with Joseph's brethren, when he also conjectured 
that Joseph was destroyed by wild beasts. He sat 
down also clothed in sackcloth and in heavy afflic- 
tion, insomuch that he found no ease when his sons 
comforted him, neither did his pains remit by 
length of time. 



CHAPTER IV. 

OONCESNIlfa THE SIGNAL CHASTITT OF JOBEPH. 

§ 1. Now Potiphar, an Egyptian^ who was chief 
cook to king Pharaoh, bought Joseph of the mer- 
chants, who sold him to him. He had him in the 
greatest honour, and taught him the learning that 
became a free man, and gave him leave to make 
use of a diet better than was allotted to slaves. He 
intrusted also the care of his house to him. So he 
enjoyed these advantages, yet did not he leave that 
virtue which he had beforo, upon such a change of 
his condition ; but he demonstrated that wisdom 
was able to govern the uneasy passions of life, in 
such as have it in reality, and do not only put it on 
for a show, under a present state of prosperity. 

2. For when his master's wife was fallen in love 
with him, both on account of his beauty of body 
and his dexterous management of affairs ; and sup- 
posed, that if she should make it known to him, she 
could easily persuade him to come and lie with her, 
and that he would look upon it as a piece of happy 
fortune that his mistress should entreat him, as re- 
garding that state of slavery he was in, and not his 
moral character, which continued tkhear his condi- 
tion was changed ; so she made known her naughty 
incliaitions, and spake to him about lying with her. 
However, he rojeeted her entreaties, not thinking 
it agreeable to roligion to yield so far to her, as to 
do what would tend to the affront and injuxy of 
him that purchased him, and had vouchsafed him so 
great honours. He, on the contrary, exhorted her to 
govern that passion ; and laid before her the im- 
possibility of her obtaining her desires, whidi he 
thought might be conquer^, if she had no hope of 
succeeding : and he said, Uiat as to himself, he 
would enduro any thing whatever before he woold 
be persuaded to'it ; for although it was fit for a 
slave, as he was, to do nothing contrary to his mis- 
tress, he might well be excused in a case where 
the contradiction was to such sort of commands 
only. But thb ouposition of Joseph, when she did 
not expect it, made her still more violent in her love 
to him ; and as she was sorely beset with tfais 
naughty passion, so she resolved to compass her 
design by a second attempt 

3. When, therefore, there vas a public festlra^ 
^ coming on, in which it ^)^|^ the custom for women 
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to ecime to the public solemnity, she pretended to 
her husband thkt she vas sick, as contriving an op- 
portinuty for solitude and leisure, that she might 
entreat Joseph aj;;ain ; which opportunity being 
obtained, she used more kind words to him than 
before ; and said that it had been good for him to 
bve pelded to her first solicitation, and to have 
pren her no repulse, both because of the reverence 
hs ought to bear to her dignity who solicited him, 
and because of the vehemence of her passion by 
*hich she was forced, though she were his mistress, 
to condescend beneath her dignity ; but that he 
mar now, by taking more prudent advice, wipe oif 
the imputation of Ms former folly : for, whether it 
WCTe that he expected the repetition of her solici- 
btions she had now made, and that with greater 
earnestness than before, for that she had pretended 
Hckness on this vcnr account, and had preferred 
his conversation before the festival and its solem- 
W)- ; or whether he opposed her former discourses, 
as not believing she could be in earnest, she now 
pave him sufficient security, by thus repeating her 
application, that she meant not in the least by fraud 
to impose upon him ; and assured him, that if he 
wmpUed with her affections, he might expect the 
TOjoyment of the advantages he alr«uly had ; and 
rfne were submissive to her, he should have still 
P«ater advantages ; but that he must look for re- 
ynge and hatred from her, in case he rejected her 
desires, and preferred the reputation of chastity 
before his mistress ; for that he would gain nothing 
bv such procedure, because she would flien become 
JB accuser, and would falsely pretend to her hus- 
hand that he had attempted her chastity ; and 
»at Potiphar would hearken to her words rather 
than to his, let his be ever so agreeable to the 
tmth. 

4. When the woman had said thus, and even 

J»th tears in her eyes, neither did pity dissuade 

Joseph from his chastity, nor did fear compel him 

tea compliance with her ; but he opposed her 

"ohcitations, and did not yield to her threatenings, 

and vras afraid to do an ill thing, and chose to 

undergo the sharpest punishment rather than to 

^Joy his, present advantages, by doing what his 

^ conscience knew would justly deserve that he 

Should die for it. He also put her m mind that 

*°l ^ a.Tnarried woman, and that she ought to 

wnabitwith her husband only ; and desired her 

. ^^ these considerations to have more weight 

^th her than die short pleasure of lustful dalli- 

*^, which would bring her to repentance afler- 

*Md9, would cause trouble to her, and yet would 

not amend what had been done amiss. He also 

^g^wted to her the fear she would be in lest they 

Sl^ caught ; and that the advantage of con- 

'^^"nent was uncertain, and that only while the 

ickedness was not known [would there be any 

^wt for them] ; but that she might have the en- 

yyment of her husband's company without any 

^er: and he told her that in the company of 

^husband she might have great boldness from a 

J^ conscience, both before God and before men : 

^y, that die would act better like his mistress, 

•^ m^ use of her authority over him better 

Jr® *« persisted in her chastity, than when they 

^ hoOi ashamed for what wickedness they had 

^ Pulty of ; and that it is much better to depend 

80 \^^^^ ^'^' ^^^ acted, and known to have oeen 

'^^n upon the hopes of the concealment of evfl 



5. Joseph, by saying this, and more, tried to re- 
strain the violent passion of the woman, and to 
reduce her affiections within the rules of rsason ; 
but she grew more ungovernable and earnest in the 
matter ; and since she despaired of persuading 
him, she laid her hands upon him, and had a mind 
to force him. But as soon as Joseph had got away 
from her angpr, leaving also his garment with her, 
for he left that to her, and leaped out of her charn* 
her, she was greatly afraid lest he should discover 
her lewdness to her husband, and greatly troubled 
at the aff'ront he had offered her ; so she resolved 
to be beforehand with him, and to accuse Joseph 
falsely to Potiphar, and by that means to revenge • 
herself on him for hia pride and contempt of her ; 
and she thought it a wise thing in itself, and also 
becoming a woman, thus to prevent his accusation. 
Accordingly she sat sorrowful and in confusion, 
framing herself so hypocritically and angrily, that 
the sorrow, which was really for her bemg disap- 
pointed of her lusty might appear to be for the at- 
tempt upon her chastity ; so tnat when her husband 
came home, and was disturbed at the sight of her, 
and inquired what was the cause of the disorder 
she was in, she began to accuse Joseph : and, ** O, 
husband," said she, " ma^ thou not live a day 
longer if thou dost not punish the wicked slave who 
has desired to defile thy bed ; who has neither 
minded who he was when he came to our house, 
so as to behave himself with modesty ; nor has he 
been mindful of what favours he had received from 
thy bounty (as he must be an ungrateful man in- 
deed, unless he, in every respect, carry himself in 
a manner agreeable to us) : tnis man, I say, laid a 
private design to abuse thv wife, and this at a time 
of a festivu, observing wnen thou wouldst be ab- 
sent So that it now is clear that his modesty, as 
it appeared to be formerly, was only because of the 
restraint he was in out of fear of tnee, but that he 
was not really of a good disposition. This has been 
occasioned by his being advanced to honour beyond 
what he deserved and what he hoped for ; inso- 
much that he concluded, that he who was deemed 
fit to be trusted with thy estate and the govern- 
ment of thy family, and was preferred above thy 
eldest servants, might be allowed to touch thy wife 
also." Thus when she had ended her discourse, 
she shewed him his garment, as if he had then left 
it when he attempted to force her. But Potiphar 
not being able to disbelieve what his wife's tears 
shewed, and what his wife said, and what he saw 
himself, and being seduced by his love to his wife, 
did not set himsdf . about the examination of the 
truth ; but taking it for granted Uiat his wife was 
a modest woman, and condemning Joseph as a 
wicked man, he threw him into the nialefactor*s 
prison ; and had a still hi^er opinion of his wife, 
and bare her witness that she waa a woman of a 
becoming modesty and chastitj. 



CHAPTER V. 

WHAT THIKQS BBPEL JOSEPH III PRIBON. 

§ 1. Now Joseph, commending all his affairs to 
God, did not betake himself to make his defence, 
nor to give an account of the exact circumstances 
of tlie fact, but silently underwent the bonds and 
the distress he was in, ifarmly believing that Godt 
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who knew the cause of his affliction and the truth 
of the fact, would be more powerful than those that 
inflicted the punishments upon him : — a proof of 
whose providence he quicUy received ; for the 
keeper of the prison taking notice of his care and 
fidelity in the affairs he had set him about, and the 
dignity of his countenance, relaxed his bonds, and 
thereby made his heavy calamity lighter, and more 
supportable to him : he also permitted him to make 
use of a diet better than, that of the rest of the pri- 
soners. Now, as his fellow-prisoners, when their 
hard labours were over, fell to discoursing one 
among another, as is usual in such as are equal 
sufferers, and to inquire one of another, what were 
the occasions of their being condemned to a prison : 
among them the king's cup-bearer, and one that 
had been respected by him, was put in bonds, on 
the king's anger at him. This man was under the 
same bonds with Joseph, and grew more familiar 
with him ; and upon hjs observuig that Joseph had 
a better understanding than the rest had, he told 
him of a dream he had, and desired he would in- 
terpret its meaning, complaining that, besides the 
afflictions he underwent from Sie king, God did 
also add to him trouble from his dreams. 

2. He therefore said, that in his sleep he saw 
three clusters of grapes hanging upon three branches 
of a vine, large already, and ripe for gathering ; 
and that he squeezed them into a cup which the 
king held in his hand ; and when he nad strained 
the wine, he gave it to the king to drink, and that 
he received it from him with a pleasant counte- 
nance. This, he said, was what ne saw ; and he 
desired Joseph, that if he had any portion of un- 
derstanding in such matters, he would tell him 
what this vision foretold : — who bid him be of 
good cheer, and expect to be loosed from his bonds 
in three days* time, because the king desired his 
service, and was about to restore him to it again ; 
fur he let him know that God bestows the fruit of 
the vine upon men for gpod ; which wine is poured 
out to him, and is the pledge of fidelity and mutual 
confidence among men ; and puts an end to their 
quarrels, takes away passion and grief out of the 
minds of them that use it, and makes them cheer- 
ful. '< Thou sayest that thou didst squeeze this 
wine from three clusters of grapes with thine hands, 
and that the king received it : know, therefore, 
that this vijsion is for thy good, and foretels a re- 
lease from thy present distress within the same 
number of days as the branches had whence thou 
gatheredst thy grapes in thy sleep. However, re- 
member what prosperity I nave foretold thee when 
thou hast found it true by experience ; and when 
thou art in authority, do not overlook us in this 
prison, wherein Uiou wilt leave us when thou art 
^ne to the place we have foretold ; for we are not 
in prison for any crime ; but for the sake of our 
▼iitne and sobriety are we condemned to suffer the 
penalty of malefactors, and because we are not 
willing to injure him that has thus distressed us, 
though it were for our own pleasure." The cup- 
bearer, therefore, as was natural to do, rejoiced to 
hear such an interpretation of his dream, and 
waited the completion of what had been thus shewn 
him beforehand. 

3. But another servant there was of the king, 
who had been chief baker, and was now bound in 
prison with the cup-bearer ; he also was in good 
uope, upon Joseph's interpretation of the other's 
vision, for he had seen a dream also ; so he desired 



that Joseph would tell him what the visions he had 
seen the night before might ^ean. They were 
these that follow :^" MeUiought," says he, « I 
carried three baskets upon my head ; two were full 
of loaves, and the third full of sweetmeats and 
other eatables, such as are prepared for kings ; but 
that the fowls came flying, and eat them all up, 
and had no regard to my attempt to drive them 
away ;" — and he expected a prediction like to that of 
the cup-bearer. But Josepn, considering and rea- 
soning about the dream, said to him, that he would 
willingly be an interpreter of good events to him, 
and not of such as his dream denounced to him ; 
but he told him that he had only three days in all 
to live, for that the [three] baskets signify, that on 
the third day he should be crucified, and devoured ' 
by fowls, while he was not able to help himself. 
Now both these dreams had the same several events 
that Joseph foretold they should have, and this to 
both the parties ; for on the third day before men- 
tioned, when the king solemnized his birth- day, he 
crucified the chief baker, but set Uie butler free 
from his bonds, and i^estored him to his former 
ministration. 

4. But God freed Joseph from hb confinement, 
after he had endured his bonds two years, and had 
received no assistance from the cup-bearer, who 
did not remember what he had said to him for- 
merly ; and God contrived this method of deliver- 
ance for him. Pharaoh the king had seen in hb 
sleep the same evening two visions ; and after 
them had the interpretations of them both given 
him. He had forgotten the hitter, but retained tlie 
dreams themselves. Being therefore troubled at 
what he had seen, for it seemed to him to be all of 
a melancholy nature, the next day he called toge- 
ther the wisest men among the Egyptians, desii*ing 
to learn from them the interpretation of his dreams. 
But when they hesitated about them, the king was 
so much the more disturbed. And now it was that 
the memory of Joseph, and his skill in dreams, 
came into the mind of the king's cup-bearer, when 
he saw the confusion tliat Phai:aoh was in ; so he 
came and mentioned Joseph to him, as also tlio 
vision he had seen in prison, and how the event 
proved as he had said ; as also that the chief baker 
was crucified on the very same day ; and that this 
also happened to him according to the interpreta- 
tion of Joseph. That Joseph himself was laid in 
bonds by Potiphar, who was his head cook, as a 
slave ; but, he said, he was one of the noblest of 
the stock of the Hebrews ; and said farther, his 
father lived in great splendour. *If, therefore, 
thou wilt send for him, and not despise hun on the 
score of his misfortunes, tliou wilt learn what thy 
dreams signify." So the kmg commanded that 
they should bring Joseph into his presence ; and 
those who received the command came and brought 
him with them, havmg taken care of his habit, 
that it might be decent, as the king had enjoined 
them to do. 

5. But the king took him by the hand ; and, ^ O 
young man," says he, « for my servant bears wit- 
ness that thou art at present the best and most 
skilful person I can consult with ; vouchsafe me 
the same fiiyours which thou bestowedst on this 
servant of onine, and tell me what events they are 
which the visions of my dreams foreshow ; and I 
desire thee to suppress notliing out of fear, nor to 
flatter me with lying words, or with what may please 
me, although the truth ihould be of a meUncholy 
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For H seeiqed to me that, as I walked by 
the rirer, I aaw Idzie fat aod rery large, seven in 
Bomber, going from the river to the marshes ; and 
«tber kme of the same nomber like them, met them 
oat of the marshes, exceeding lean and ill-iavoiued, 
vfaich ate ap the fiU and the large kine, and yet 
«»e DO better than before, and not less miserably 
pbcbed with famine. After I had seen this vision, 
1 awaked oat of my sleep ; and being in disorder, 
asd ODDsidering with myself what tUs appearance 
ibwid be, I fell asleep aeain, and saw another 
di^un, mueh more wondezfol than the foregoing, 
vhich still did more a£Eright and disturb me : — I 
Bv serea ears of com growing out of one root, 
lanng their heads borne down by the weight of the 
Snios, and bending down with the fruit, which was 
owv ripe and fit for reaping : and near these I saw 
seven other ears of corn, meagre and weak, for want 
of nin, which fell to eating and consuming those 
that were fit for reaping, and put me into great 
astonishment." 

6. To which Joseph replied :-^" This dream,*' 
aid he, ** kins, alUiough seen under two forms, 
G^fit^s one and the same event of things ; for 
when thou sawest the &t kine, which is an ammal 
nude for the plough and for labour, devoured by 
the woner kine, imd the ears of com eaten up by 
the smaUer ears, they foretel a famine, and want 
ofthefraits of the earth for the same number of 
vein, and equal with those when Egypt was in a 
^m sti^ ; and this so far that the plenty of 
t^ yeais will be spent in the same number of 
}^an of scarcity, and that scarcity of necessary 
proTisioas will be verv difficult to be corrected ; as 
jl&gn whereof the ill-favoured kine, when Uiev 
m devoured the better sort, could not be satisfied. 
Bot still God foreshows what is to come upon men, 
Bot to f^ve ihfim, but that, when they know it 
befarehJuid, they ma^ bv prudence make the actual 
nperienee of what is ^retold the more tolerable. 
If thou, therefore^ carefully dispose of the plentiful 
crops which will oome in the former years, thou 
^t procure that the future caUmity will not be 
Mt by the Egyptians." 

7< Hereupon the king wondered at ihe discretion 
uid wisdom of Joseph ; and asked him bv what 
meaas he mieht so dispense the foregoing plentiful 
c^i in the happy years, as to make the miserable 
oops more tolerable. Joseph then added this his 
>^Tk» : Xo spare the good crops, and not permit 

Iue EgvpUans to spend them luxuriously ; but to 
^^eserve what they would have spent in luxury be- 
7^ their necessity, against the time of want He 
»B0 exhorted him to take the com of the husband- 
men, and rive them only so much as will be suffi- 
oeot for their food. Accordingly Pharaoh being 
'JJ'priaed at Joseph, not only for his interpretation 
°i the dream, but for the counsel he had given him, 
entnatedhnnwith dispensing the com ; with power 
Jj <lo what he thought would be for the benefit of 
^^ people of Egypt, and for the benefit of the king, 
u believing that he who first discovered this me- 
«od of aetiiig, would prove the best overseer of it 
ow JoBeph having this power given him by the 
^f with leave to make use of his seal, and to 
^purple, drove in his chariot through all the 
^^ of Egjfpt, and took the com of the husband- 
^^* allottuDg as much to every one as would be 



* TW b. bomht H te PhMwh iit» my low priw. 



sufficient for seed and for food, but without diso» 
vering to any one the reason why he did so. 



CHAPTER VI. 

HOW JOSEPH, WHEM HE WAS EECOMB FAMOUS » 
BOTPT, HAD HIS BMETBREIf IN SUBJECnOM. 

§ 1. Joseph was now grown up to thirty ^^ears of 
age, and enjoyed great honours from the king, who 
called him Psothom Phanech, out of regard to his 
prodigious* degree of wisdom ; for that name de- 
notes tk^ revealer of ieereti. He also married a 
wife of very high quality ; for he married the 
daughter of Petephres,f one of the priests of Heli- 
opolis : she was a virgin, and her name was Asen- 
ath. By her he had children before the scarcity 
oame on ; Manaaseh, the elder, which signifies 
forgetful, because his present happiness made him 
forget his former misfortunes ; and Ephraim, the 
younger, which signifies rutoredf because he was 
restored to the fireedom of his foBefathers, Now 
after Egypt had happily passed over seven years, 
according to Joseph's interpretation of the dreams, 
the famine came upon them in the eighth year ; 
and because this misfortune fell upon uem when 
they had no sense oi it beforehand^: they were all 
sorely afflicted by it, and came running to the king's 
gates ; and he called upon Joseph, who sold ue 
com to them, being become confessedly a saviour 
to the whole multitude of the Egyptians. Nor dia 
he open this market of com for the people of that 
country only, but strangers had liberty to buy also ; 
Joseph being willing tlut all men, who are natunUly 
akin to one another should have asBifttanfft from 
those Uiat lived in happiness. 

2. Now Jacob also, when he understood that 
foreigners might come, sent all his sons into Egypt 
to buy com ; for the land of Canaan was grievously 
afflicted with the famine, and this great misery 
touched ther whole continent. He only retained 
Benjamin, who was bom to him by Rachel, and 
was of the same mother with Joseph. These sons 
of Jacob then came into Egypt, aud applied them- 
selves to Joseph, wanting to bu^ com ; for nothing 
of this kind was done without his approbation, since 
even then only was the honour that was paid the 
king himself advantageous to the persons tnat paid 
it, when they took care to honour Joseph also. 
Now when he well knew his brethren, they thought 
nothing of him ; for he was but a youth when he 
left them, and was now come to an age so much 
greater, that the lineaments of his fiace were 
changed, and he was not known by them : besides 
this, the greatness of the dignity wherein he ap- 
peared, suffered them not so much as to suspect it 
was he. He now made trial what sentiments they 
had about affiurs of the greatest consequence ; for 
he refused to sell them com, and said they were 
come as spies of the king's affairs ; and that they 

t Thb Potiphar. or. u Jowpboa, Patephrsi, who wm now m priMi of 
On, or Hellopolb, u tM «m« uuim in JoMphin, aad perhnpo in Momi 
alM, with blim who la iMlbn onUed lM«d eook or ei«tMa crtfaagoaid* 
and to whom JoMph waa aold. Sao Gan. juutU. M, xxxlz. 1, with sIL 
ao. TlMirajraakoalBnnadtobeonaaad tha lamapenoo faithaTait»> 
meat of Joaaph (aaet. 18), fbr ha la thaia aid tohnva manted tha daoch. 
taroT hiamaatar and mlatnaa. Hor la thla a notloa paeoUar to thai 
tMtamant, but, aa Dr. Bcmaid oonaaMa (note on Antl^. h. IL ohap. Iv. 
■Pd. 1), oommon lo Joaaphu*, to tha Baptuaclnt Inforantan, and «a 
othar tanmed lewi oToM time. 

i Thl* antlr* timorajioa of tha Egyptians oTthaaa yoaia oTfhailna halbrt 
they oiun«, toM ut befoiv, an well a< here (chap. v. faet. 71, hy Joarphiia 
koanu to ma ahnoat Inerodibia. It la In no othar eopj that 1 know oT 
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oanie from several countries, and joined themselvoB 
together, and pretended tbat thej were of kin, it 
not being possible that a private man should breed 
ap so many sons, and those of so great beauty of 
countenance as tiiey were, such an education of so 
many children, being not easily obtained by kings 
themselves. Now this he did in order to discover 
what concerned his father, and what happened to 
him after his own departure from him, and as de- 
siring to know what was become of Benjamin his 
brother ; for he was afraid that they had ventured 
on the like wicked enterprise against him that they 
had done to himself, and had taken him off also. 

3. Now these brethren of his were under dis- 
traction and terror, and thought that very great 
danger hong over them ; yet not at all reflecting 
upon their brother Joseph, and standmg firm under 
the accusations laid agamst them, they made their 
defence by Reubel, the eldest of them, who now 
became their spokesman : " We come not hither," 
said he, ** with any unjust design, nor in order to 
bring any harm to the kin^s affairs ; we only want 
to be preserved, sa supposmff your humanity might 
be a refuge for us from the miseries wmeh our 
country labours under, we having heard that you 

reposed to sell com not only to your own country- 
men, but to strangers also, and thiat yon determined 
to ailow ihat corn, in order to preserve all that 
^raut it ; but that we are brethren, and of the same 
common blood, the peculiar lineaments of our &ces, 
and those not so much different from one another, 
plainly show. Our father's name is Jacob, an He- 
brew man, who had twelve of us for his sons by four 
wives ; which twelve of us, while we were all alive, 
were a happy family ; but when one of our brethren, 
whose name was Joseph, died, our affairs changed 
for Uie worse ; for our fiUher could not forbear to 
make a long lamentation for him ; and we are in 
affliction, both by the calamity of the death of our 
brother, and the miserable state of our aged father. 
We are now, therefore, come to buy eon, having 
intrusted liie care of our father, and the provision 
for our family to Benjamin, our youngest brother ; 
and if thou sendest to our house, thou mayest learn 
whether we are guilty of the least falsehoods in 
what we sav." 

4. And thus did Renbel endeavour to persuade 
Joseph to have a better opinion of them. But 
when he had learned from them that Jacob was 
alive, and that his brother was not destroyed by 
them, he for the present i>ut them in prison, as in- 
tending to examine moro into their affairs when he 
should be at leisuro. But on the third day he 
brought them out^ and said to them, ** Since you 
constantly affirm that you are not come to do any 
harm to the king's affairs ; that you are brethren, 
and the sons of the father whom you named, you 
will satisfy me of the truth of what you say, if you 
leave one of your omnpany with me, who shall suf- 

er no injury here ; and lif, when ye have carried 
com to your fatJier, you will come to me again, and 
bring your brother, whom you say you Im there, 
along with you, for this shall be by me esteemed 
an assurance of the troth of what you have told 
me." Hereupon they were in greater grief than 
before ; they wept, and perpetually deplored one 
among another the calamity of Joseph ; and said, 
** They were fallen into this misery as a punishment 
inflicted by God for what evil contrivances they 
had against him." And Reubel was large in his 
, reproaches of them for their too late repentance. 



whence no profit arose to Joseph, and earnestly 
exh<»ted them to bear with patience whatever they 
suffered, smce it was done by God in way of punish- 
ment, on his account Thus they spake to one ano- 
ther, not imagining that Joseph understood their 
language. A general sadness also seized on them 
at Reubers words, and a repentance for what they 
had done ; and itxey condemned the wickedness 
they had perpetrated, for which they judged thev 
were iustl V punished by God. Now when Joseph 
saw that tliey were in this distress, he was so af- 
fected at it uiat he fell into tears, and, not being 
willing tiiat they should take notice of him, he re- 
tired ; and after a while came to them again, and 
taking Symeon,* in order to his being a pledge for 
his brethren's return, he bid ihem take the com 
they had bought, and go their way. He also com- 
manded his steward privily to put the money which 
they had brought with them for the purehase of 
com into their sacks, and to dismiss them there- 
with ; who did what he was commanded to do. 

5. Now when Jacob's sons were come into the 
Und of Canaan, they told their father what had 
happened to them in Egypt, and that they were 
taken to have come thither as spies upon the king ; 
and how they said thev were brethren, and had 
left their eleventh brother with their father, but 
were not believed ; and how they had left Symeon 
with the eovemor, until Benjamin should go thi- 
ther, and be a testimonial of the truth of what they 
had said : and they begged of their father to fear 
nothing, but to send the lad along with them. But 
Jacob was not pleased with any Uiing his sons had 
done ; and he took the detention of Symeon hein- 
ously, and thence thouj^ht it a foolish thing to give 
up Benjamin also. Neither did he yield to Kenbel's 
Torsuasion, though he beggCKl it of him ; and gave 
leave that the grandfather might, in way of requital, 
kill his own sons, in case any harm came to Benja- 
min in the journey. So they were distressed, and 
knew not what to do : nay, there was another acci- 
dent that still disturbed them more, — the money 
that was found hidden in their sacks of com. Yet 
when the com they had brought failed them, and 
when the famine still afflicted them, and necessity 
forced tiiem, Jacob didf [not] still resolve to scud 
Benjamin with his brethren, although there was no 
returning into Egypt unless tliey came with wliat 
they had promiseo. Now the misery growing 
every day worsfe, and his sons bemng it of hinx, 
he had no other course to take in bis present cir- 
cumstances. And Judas, who was of a bold temper 
on other occasions, spake his mind very freely to 
him : ** That it did not become him to be afraid on 
account of his son, nor to suspect the worst, as he 
did ; for nothing could be done to his son but by 
the appointment of Grod^ which must also for cer- 
tain come to pass, though he were at home with 
him ; that he ought not to condemn them to such 
manifest destraction ; nor deprive them of that 
plenty of food thev might have from Phanu>h, by 
Lis unreasonable fear «>out his son Benjamin, but 
ought to take care of the preservation of Symeon, 
lest, by attempting to hinaer Benjamin's journey, 
Symeon shoula perish. He exhorted him to trust 



• TtM tmmm whj SymMB mUht btHkeledoatortlM rat Ifar JoMph't 
priaaotr, b plidD In th* IWtMttept rf Brmrnm, vis. that he wm om oTUm 
bittemt of an Jowpb** brathKaajcBtauA bim. Met. Sj which mppmnm>m 
In {Murt by th« T«>tMn«bt orZabufoa* •«ct. 8. 

t Th« oobarMiM Mena to ^^^^ that tha napitlTa pftttlela b hen 
wantinff, which I liava aappUo^ to bn«kcU ; and t wondar nana ha*fl 
f hitherto aospoctad that It ought to ^ attppliwL 
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God for him ; and said he would either bring his 
•on hack to him safe, or together with his, lose 
his own life." So that Jacob was at length per- 
SQsded, and delivered Benjamin to them, with the 
price of the oom doubled ; he also sent presents to 
Joseph of the fruits of the land of Canaan ; balsam 
afidronn, as also turpentine and honey.* Now 
their father shed many tears at the departure of 
his sons, as well as themselves. His concern was, 
that he might receive them back again safe after 
their journey ; and their concern was, that they 
might find their father well, and no wa^ afflicted 
mth grief for them. And this lamentation Usted 
a whole day ; so that the old man was at last tired 
vith grief, and staid behind ; hut they went on 
their way for Egypt, endeavouring to mitigate 
their grief for their present misfortunes, with the 
hopes of better success hereafter. 

6. As soon as they came into Egypt, they were 
brought down to Joseph : but here no small fear 
disturbed them, lest they should be accused about 
the price of the oom, as if they had cheated Joseph. 
They then made a long apology to Joseph's stew- 
ard ; and told him, that when they came home 
they found the money in their sacks, and that they 
had now brought it along with them. He said he 
did not know what they meant : so thev were de- 
hrered from that fear. And when he nad loosed 
SjmeoD, and put him into a handsome habit, he 
mflTered him to be with his brethren ; at which 
time Joseph came from his attendance on the king. 
So they ofPer^ him their presents ; and upon his 
putting the question to them about their father, 
they answered, that they found him well. He also, 
upon his discoveiy that Benjamin was alive, asked 
Aether this was their younger brother ! for he 
had seen him. Whereupon they said he was : he 
relied, that the God over all was his protector. 
Bat when his affection to him made him sued iears, 
he retired, desiring he might not be seen in that 
plight by his bre^ren. Then Joseph took them 
to sapper, and they were set down in the same ^ 
crder as they used to sit at their father's table. ' 
And although Joseph treated them all kindly, yet 
did he iend a meas to Benjamin that was double to 
vhat the rest of the guests had for their shares. 

7. Now when after supper they had composed 
themselves to sleep, Joseph commanded his stew- 
ard both to give them their measures of com, and 
to hide its price again in their sacks ; and tliat 
withal they diould put into Benjamin's sack the 
golden cop, out of which he loved himself to drink : 
^wiuch udngs he did, in order to make trial of 
kis brethren, whether they would stand by Benja- 
inin when he should be accused of having stolen 
the eup, and shoald appear to be in danger ; or 
^'hether they would leave him, and, depending on 
their own innocency, go to tiieir father without 
kim.— When the servant had done as he was bid- 
den, the 8008 of Jacob, knowing nothing of all this, 
Wtt their way, and took Symeon along with them, 
ud had a double cause of jov, both because they 
had received him again, and because they took 
Wk Benjamin to their father, as they had pro- 
"u^ Bat presently a troop of horsemen eneom- 
P**Md them, and bmogfat with them Joseph's scr- 
nnt, who had put the cup into Benjamin's sack. 
l-'poQ which unexpected attack of uie hoi<semen 
thvy were much disturbed, and asked what the 

I tho tanmitltic, lec dM note on I 



reason was that they came thus upon men, who a 
little before had been by their lord thought worthy 
of an honourable and hospitable reception t They 
replied, by calling them wicked wretches, who had 
forgot that very hospitable and kind treatment 
which Joseph had given them, and did not scruple 
to be iniunoua to him, and to carry off that cup 
out of which he had, in so friendly a manner, drank 
to them, and not regarding theur friendbhip with 
Joseph, no more than the danger they should be 
in if they were taken, in comparison of the unjust 

r' I. Hereupon he threatened that they should 
punished ; for though they had eseaped the 
knowledge of him who was but a servant, yet had 
they not escaped the knowledge of God, nor had 
gone off with what they had stolen ; and, after all, 
asked why we come upon them I as if tihey knew 
nothing of the matter : and he told them that they 
should immediately know it by their punishment. 
This, and more of the same nature, did the sen^ant 
say, in way of reproach to them : but they being 
wholly ignorant of any thing here that concerned 
them, laughed at what he said ; and wondered at 
the abusive language which the servant gave them, 
when he was so hwly as to accuse those who did 
not before so much as retain the price of their com, 
which was found in their sacks, but brought it 
again, though nobody else knew of an^ such thing, 
— so far were they from offering any miury to Jo- 
seph voluntarily. But still, supi>osing that a search 
would be a more sure justification of themselves 
than their own denial of the fact, they bid hun 
search them, and that if any of them had been 
guilty of the theft, to punish them all ; for being no 
way conscious to themselves of any crime, uiey 
spaJce with assurance, and, as they thought, without 
any danger to themselves also. The servants de- 
six^ there might be a search made ; but they said 
the punishment should extend to him alone who 
should be found guilty of the theft So they made 
the search ; and, havmg searched all the rest, they 
came hust of all to Benjamin, as knowing it was 
Benjamin's sack in which they had hidden the cup, 
they having indeed searched the rest only for a show 
of accuracy : so the rest were out of fear for them- 
selves, and were now only concerned about Benia- 
min, but still were well assured that he would also 
be found innocent ; and they reproached those that 
came after them for their hinaering them, while 
they might, in the meanwhile, have gotten a good 
way on their journey. But as soon as they had 
seiurched Benjamin's sack, they found the cup, and 
took it from him ; and all was changed into mourn- 
ing and lamentation. They rent their garments, 
and wept for the punishment which their brother 
was to undergo for his theft, and for the delusion 
they had put on their father, when they promised 
they would bring Benjamin safe to him. What 
added to their misery was, that this mehuacholy acci- 
dent came unfortunatelyat a time when they thought 
they had been gotten off clear : but they confessed 
that this misfortune of their brother, as well as the 
grief of their father for him, was owin^ to them- 
selves, since it was they that forced theu* £ather to 
send him with them, when he was averse to it. 

8. The horsemen therefore took Benjamin and 
brought him to Joseph, his brethren also following 
him ; who, when he saw him in custody, and tliem 
in the habit of mourners, said, <* How came yon, 
vile wretches as you are, to liave such a strance 
notion of my kindness to you, and of God's pn)vi- 
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denee, as impudently to do thus to your benefactor, 
who in such an hospitable manner had entertained 
you f* — ^Whereupon they gave up themselves to be 
punished, in order to save Benjamin ; and called 
to mind what a wicked enterprize they had been 

guilty of against Joseph. They also pronounced 
im more happy than themselves, if he were dead, 
in being freed from the miseries of this life ; and 
if he were alive, that he enjoyed the pleasure of 
seeing God's vengeance upon them. Thev said 
farther, that they were the plague of their father, 
since they should now add to his former affliction 
fur Joseph, this other affliction for Benjamin. 
Reubel also was laree in cutting them upon this 
occasion. But Joseph dismissed them ; for he said 
tliey had been guilty of no offence, and that he 
would content hmiself with the lad's punishment ; 
for he said it was not a fit thing to let him go free 
for the sake of those who had not offended ; nor 
WHS it a fit thing to punish them together with him 
who had been guilty of stealing. And when he had 
promised to give them leave to go away in safety, 
the rest of them were under great consternation, 
and were able to sav nothing on this sad occasion. 
But Judas, who had persuaded their father to send 
the lad from him, being otherwise also a very bold 
and active man, determined to hazard himself for 
the preservation of his brother. " * It is true," 
said lie, "O governor, that we have been very wicked 
with i*egard to thee, and on that account deserve 
punishment ; even all of us may justly be punished, 
although the theft were not committed by all, but 
only by one of us, and he the youngest also : but yet 
there remains some hope for us, who otherwise must 
be under despair on his account, and this from thy 
goodness, which promises us a deliverance out of our 
present danger. And now I beg Uiou wilt not look 
at us, or at that great crime we have been guilty of, 
but at thy own excellent nature, and take advice of 
thine own virtue, instead of that wrath thou hast 
against us ; which passion those that otherwise are 
of lower character indulge, as they do their strength, 
and that not only on great, but also on very trifling 
occasions. Overcome, Sir, that passion, and be not 
subdued by it, nor suffer it to slay those that do not 
otherwise presume upon their own safety, but are 
desirous to accept of it from thee ; for Uiis is not 
the first time that thou wilt bestow it on us, but be- 
fore, when we came to buy com, thou affordedst us 
great plenty of food, and gavest us leave to carry 
so much home to our family as has preserved them 
from perishing by famine. Nor is there any differ- 
ence between not overlooking men that wei-e perish- 
ing for want of necessaries, and not punishing those 
that seem to be offenders, and have been so unfor- 
tunate as to lose the advantage of that glorious 
benefaction which they received from thee. This 
will be an instance of equal favour, though bestowed 
after a different manner ; for thou wilt save those 
this way whom thou didst feed the other ; and thou 
wilt hereby preserve alive, by thy own bounty, those 
souls which thou didst not suffer to be distressed by 
famine, it being indeed at once a wonderful and a 
great tiling to sustain our lives by com, and to be- 
stow on us that pardon, whereby, now we are dis- 
tressed, we may continue those lives. And I am 

• Thft «mt)<m wems to m* too large, and toe nniuual a dlgnnkm, to 
hav« bam eampoMd try Jutlas un tfau ooeaalon. It temu to me a ■pvoeli 
or deciamatloti eompowd formerly. In the ptmm of Judaa, ami In the 
way oTotatOfy, tliat lay by him, and which he thmiKht fit to Inaot on 
thU oocaaion. t^ two mure «uch tpMchaa or declamaUons, AaU^ b. 
vt. eh. sir. wet. i. 



roady to suppose, that God is willing to afford thc€ 
tills opportunity of showing thy virtuous disposition* 
by bringing us into this calamity, that it may ap- 
pear thou canst forgive the injuries that are done 
to th^-self, and mayst be esteemed kind to others, 
besides those who. On other aecounts, stand in need 
of thy assistance ; since it is indeed a right thing 
to do well to those who are in distress for want of 
food, but still a more glorious thing to save those 
who deserve to be punished, when it is on account 
of heinous offences against thyself ; for if it be a 
thing deserving commendation to forgive such as 
have been guilty of small offences, that tend to a 
person's loss, and this be praiseworthy in him that 
overlooks such offences, to restrain a man's passion 
as to crimes which Ore capital to the guilty, is to 
be like the most excellent nature of God himself : 
— ^and truly, as for myself, had it not been that we 
had a father, who had discovered, on occasion of 
the death of Joseph, how miserably he is always 
afflicted at the loss of his sons, I had not made any 
words on account of the saving of our own lives ; I 
mean, any farther than as that would be an excel- 
lent character for thyself, to preserve even those 
that would have nobody to lament them when they 
were dead, but we would have yielded ourselves up 
to suffer whatsoever thou pleasedst ; but now (for 
we do not plead for mercy to ourselves, though in- 
deed, if we die, it will be while we are voung, and 
before we have had the enjoyment of hie) have re- 
gu^ to our father, and take pity of his old age, on 
whose account it is that we make these supplications 
to tliee. We beg thou wilt give us those hves which 
this wickedness of ours has rendered obnoxious to 
thy punishment ; and this for his sake who is not 
himself wicked, nor does his being our father make 
us wicked. He is a |;ood man, and not worthy to 
have such trials of his pnitienoe ; and now, we are 
absent, he is afflicted with care for us : but if he 
hear of our deaths, and what was the cause of it, 
he will on that account die an immature death ; 
and the reproachful manner of our ruin -wtIX hasten 
his end, and will du«ctly kill him, nay, will bring 
him to a miserable death, whUe he wUl make haste 
to rid himself out of the world, and bring himself 
to a state of insensibility, before the sad story of 
'our end come abroad into the rest of the world. 
Consider these things in this manner, although our 
wickedness does now provoke thee with a just de- 
sire of punishing that wickedness, and forgive it 
for our uther's sake ; and let thy commiseration of 
him weigh more with thee thaa our wickedness. 
Have regard to the old age of our father; who, if 
we perish, will be very lonely while he lives, and 
will soon die himself also. Grant this boon to the 
name of Fathers, for thereby thou wilt honour him 
that begat tiiee, and will grant it to thyself also, 
who enjoyest already that denomination ; thou "wilt 
then, by that denomination, be preserved of God, 
the Fadier of all,— by showing a pious regard to 
which, in the case of our father, thou wilt appear 
to honour him who is styled by the same name ; I 
mean, if thou wilt have this pity on our father, 
upon this consideration, how miserable he will be 
ifhe be deprived of his sons ! It is thy part there- 
fore to bestow on us what God has given us, when 
it is in thy power to take it away, and so to resem- 
ble him entirely in charity ; for it is good to use 
that power, which can either ^ve or take away, on 
the merciful side ; and when it is in thy power to 
destroy, to forget that thou ever hadst that power, 
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•nd to look on th3nBelf aa only allowed power for 
presenradon ; and that the more any one extends 
this power, the greater reputation does he £ain to 
h^msell Now, by forgiving our brother what he 
bos unhappily committed, thou wilt preserve us all ; 
Use we cannot think of living if he be put to death, 
once we dare not show ourselves alive to our father 
without our brother, but here must we jpartake of 
one and the same catastrophe of his life ; and so 
fitf we beg of thee, O governor, that if thou con- 
d'-mnest our brother to die, thou wilt punish us to- 
other with him, as partners of his cnme, — ^for we 
shall not think it reasonable to be reserved to kill 
Mtnelvea for grief of our brother's death, but so to 
die rather aa equally guilty with him of this crime ! 
I will only leave with thee this one consideration, 
and then will say no more, viz. That our brother 
committed his iault when he was young, and not 
vet of confirmed wisdom in his conduct ; and that 
men naturally forgive such young persons. I end 
here, without adding what more I have to say, that 
in case thou oondemnest us, that omission may be 
sujiposed to have hurt us, and permitted thee to take 
til" spverer sido.; but in case thou seltest us free, 
tint this may be ascribed to thy own goodness, of 
tiliich thou art inwardly conscious, that thou freest 
cs from coodemtuition : and'ihat not by barely pre- 
t >rving us, but by granting us such a favour as will 
make us appear more righteous than we really are, 
and by representing to thyself more motives for our 
deliverance than we are able to produce ourselves. 
It, therefore, thou resolvest to slay him, I desire 
tliou wilt slay me in his stead, and send him back 
t> his father ; or if thou pleasest to retain him with 
thee aa a slave, I am fitter to labour for thy advan- 
tage in that capacity, and, as thou seest, am better 
prepared for either of those sufferings."* So Judas, 
being verv willing to undergo any thing wliatever 
for the deUverance of his brother, cast himself 
down at Joseph's feet, and earnestly laboured to 
asfmage and nacifjr his anger. All his brethren also 
fvU down beiore him, weeping and delivering them- 
selves up to destruction for the preservation of the 
life of Benjamin. 

10. Bot Joseph, as overcome now with his af- 
fections, and no longer able to personate an angry 
man, oonomanded all that were present to depart, 
that he might make himself known to his bretluren 
when they were alone ; and when the rest were 
gone oat^ he made himself known to his brethren ; 
and said, '' I commend you for your virtue, and 
your kinjinewi to our brother: I find you better 
men than I could have expected from what you 
contrived about me. Indeed, I did all this to try 
j-oor lore to your brother ; so I believe you were 
not wicked by nature in what you did in my case, 
but that aH has happened according to God's will, 
who has hereby procived our enjoyment of what 
good things we nave ; and, if he continue in a fa- 
vourable dirooaition, of what we hope for hereafter. 
Since, theretore, I know that our father is safe and 
well, beyond expectation, and I see you so well dis- 
posed to your brother, I will no longer remember 
what guilt you seem to have had about me, but will 
leave off to bate yon for that voiur wickedness ; and 
do rather return yon my thanks, that you have 
concurred with the intentions of God to bring 
Uttags to their present state. I would have you 
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also rather to forget the same, since that impru 
dence of yours is come to such a happy conclusion, 
tlian to be uneasy and blush at those your offences. 
Do not, therefore, let your' evil intentions, when 
you condemned me, and that bitter remorse which 
might follow, be a gi*ief to you now, because those 
intentions were frustrated. Go, iJierefore, ^our 
way, rejoicing in what has happened by the Divine 
Providence, and inform your father of it^ lest he 
should be spent with cares for you, and deprive me 
of the most agreeable part of my felicity ; I mean, 
lest he should die before he comes into my sight, 
and enjoys the good things that we now have. 
Bring, therefore, with you our father, and voiu: 
wives and children, and all your kindred, and re- 
move your habitations hither ; for it is not proper 
that the persons dearest to me should live remote 
from me, now my affairs are so prosperous, espe- 
cially when they must endure five more years of 
famine." When Joseph had said this, he embraced 
his brethren, who were in tears and sorrow : but 
the generous kindness of their brother seemed to 
leave among them no room for fear, lest they should 
be punished on account of what they had consulted 
and acted a«unst him ; and they were then feast- 
ing. Now uie king, as soon as tie heard that Jo- 
seph's brethren were come to him, was exceeding 
glad of it, as if it had been a part of his own good 
fortune ; and gave them waggons full of com, and 
gold and silver, to be conveyed to his father. Now 
when they had received more of their brother, part 
to be carried to then: father, and part as free gifts 
to every one of themselves, Benjamin having sttU 
more than the rest, they departed. 



CHAPTER VII. 

THE REStOVAL OP JOSEPH'S FATHER, WITH ALL HIS 
FAMILY TO HIM, ON ACCOUNT OF THE FAMINE. 

§ 1. As soon as Jacob came to know, by his sons 
returning home, in what state Josq^h was ; that he 
had not only escaped death, for which yet he lived 
all along in mourning, but that he lived m splendour 
and happiness, and ruled over Ep^t, jointly with 
the king, and bad intrusted to his care almost all 
his affaurs, he did not think any thing he was told 
to be incredible, considering the greatness of tli* 
works of God, and his kindness to him, although 
that kindness had, for some late times, been intei - 
mitted ; so he immediately and zealously set oat 
upon his journey to him. 

2. When he came to the Well of the Oath 
(Beemheba), he offered sacrifice to God ; and being 
a&aid that the happiness there was in Egypt might 
tempt his posterity to fall in love with it, and settle 
in i^ and no more think of removing into the land of 
Canaan, and possessing it, as God had promised 
them ; as also being afraid, lest, if this descent into 
E^3^t were made without the will of God, his family 
might be destroyed there ; out of fear, withal, lest 
he should depart this life before he came to the 
sight of Joseph, he fell asleep, revolving these doubts 

', in his mind. 

3. But God stood by him, and called to him twice 
by his name ; and when he asked who he was, God 
said, " No, sure ; it is not just that thou Jacob, 
shouldst be unacqiuiinted wicli that God who hn<i 
been e^'«r a protector and a hHjM*f to •^y ii*e.«- 
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then, and after them to thyself : for when thy fa- 
ther would have deprived thee of the dominion, I 
S.ve it thee ; and by my kindness it was that, when 
pu wast sent into Mesopotamia all alone, thou 
ob'tainedst good wives, and retumedst with many 
children, and much wealth. Thy whole family also 
has been preserved by my providence ; and it was 
I who conducted Joseph, thy son, whom thou gavest 
up for lost, to the enjoyment of great prosperity. I 
also made him lord of Egypt, so that ne differs but 
little from a king. Accordingly, I come now as a 
guide to thee in this journey ; and foretel to thee, 
that thou shalt die in the arms of Joseph ; and I 
inform thee, that thy posterity shall be many ages 
in authority and glory, and that I will settle them 
in the Und which I have promised them." 

4. Jacob, encouraged by this dream, went on more 
cheerfully for Egypt with his sons, and all belong- 
ing to them. Now they were in all seventy. I 
once, indeed, thought it best not to set down the 
names of this family, especially because of their 
difficult pronunciation [by the Greeks] ; but, upon 
the whole, I thii^ it necessary to mention those 
names, that I i^ay disprove such as believe that we 
came not originally from Mesopotamia, but are 
Egyptians. Now Jacob had twelve sons ; of these 
Joseph was come thither before. We still there- 
fore set down the names of Jacob's children and 
grandchildren. Reuben had four sons — Anoch, 
Phallu, Assaron, Charmi ; Simeon had six — Ja- 
muel, Jamin, Avod, Jachin, Soar, Saul ; Levi had 
three sons — Gersom, Caath, Merari ; Judas had 
three sons — Sala, Phares, Zerah ; and by Phares 
two grandchildren — Esrom and Amar ; Issachar 
had four sons — Thola, Phua, Jasob, Samaron ; Za- 
bulon had with him three sons — Sarad, Helon, Ja- 
lol. So fi&r is the posterity of Lea ; with whom 
went her daughter Dinah. These are thirty-three. 
Kachel had two sons, the one of whom, Joseph, had 
two sons also, Manasses and Ephraim. The other, 
Benjamin, had ten sons — Bolau, Bacchar, Asabel, 
Geras, Naaman, Jes, Ros, Memphis, Opphis, Arad. 
These fourteen added to the thirty-three before 
enumerated, amount to the number forty-seven ; 
and this was the legitimate posterity of Jacob. He 
had besides, by Bilhah, the handmaid of Rachel, 
Dan and Nephthali ; which last had four sons that 
followed him — Jesel, Guni, Issari, and Sellim. Dan 
had an only-begotten son, Usi. If these be added 
to those before-mentioned, they complete the num- 
ber fiftv-four. Gad and Aser were the sons of Zil- 
pha, who was the handmaid of Lea. These had 
with them, Gad seven — Saphoniah, Augis, Sunis, 
Azabon, Aerin, Eroed, Ariel. Aser had a daugh- 
ter, Sarah, and six male children, whose names 
were Jomne, Isus, Isoui, Baris, Abar, and Melchiel. 
If we add these, which are sixteen, to the fifty-four, 
the forementioned number [70] is completed,* Ja- 
cob not being himself included in that number. 

5. When Joseph understood that his father was 
coming, for Judas his brother was come before him, 
and informed him of his approach, he went out to 
meet him ; and they met together at Heroopolis. 
But Jacob almost fiunted away at this unexpected 
and great joy ; however, Joseph revived him, being 
}-et not himself able to contain from being affected 
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in the same manner, at the pleasure he now had ; 
vet was he not wholly overcome with his passion, as 
his father was. Auer this he desired Jacob to 
travel on slowlv ; but he himself took five of his 
brethren with him, and made haste to the king, to 
tell him that Jacob and his £unily were come, 
which was a joyful hearing to him. He also bid 
Joseph tell him what sort of life his brethren 
lovea to lead, that he might give them leave to 
follow the same ; who told him they were good 
shepherds, and had been used to follow no other 
employment but this alone. Whereby he provided 
for them, that they should not be separated, but 
live in the same place, and take care of their father ; 
as also hereby he provided, that they might be ac- 
ceptable to the Egyptians, by doing nouiing that 
would be common to them wiui the Egyptians ; foi 
the Egyptians are prohibited to meddle with feed- 
ing of sheep.f 

6. When Jacob was come to the king, and sa- 
luted him, and wished all prosperity to his govern- 
ment, Pharaoh asked him how old he now was ; 
upon whose answer, that he waa an hundred and 
thirty years old, he admired Jacob on account of 
the length of his life. And when he had added, 
that still he had not lived so long as his fore&thers, 
he gave him leave to live with his children in He- 
lioix>lis ; for in that city the king's shepherds had 
their pasturage. 

7. However, the famine increased among the 
Egyptians ; and this heavy judgment grew more 
oppressive to them, because neiuer did the river 
overflow the ground, for it did not rise to its former 
height, nor did Grod send rain upon it ;t ^^^ ^^ 
they indeed make the least provision for themselves, 
so ignorant were they what was to be done ; but 
Joseph sold them com for their money. But when 
their money failed them, they bought com with 
their cattle and their slaves ; and if anv of them 
had a small piece of laYid, they gave up that to pur- 
chase them food, by which means ^e king became 
the owner of all their substance ; and they were 
removed, some to one place and some to another, 
that so the possession of their country might be 
firmly assured to the king, excepting ue lands of 
the priests ; for their country continued still iu 
their own possession. And indeed this sore famine 
made their minds as well as their bodies slaves ; 
and at leuLlh compelled them to procure a suffi- 
ciency of food by such dishonourable means. Bui 
when this misery ceased, and the river overflowed 
the ground, and the ground brought forth its fruits 
plentifully, Joseph came to every city, and gathered 
the people thereto belonging together, andgave them 
back entirely the hmd which, by their own consent, 
the king might have possessed alone, and alone en- 
joyed the fruits of it. He also exhorted them to 
look on it as every one's own possession, and to fall 
to their husbandly with cheerfulness ; and to pay, 
as a tribute to the king, the fifUi part§ of the fruits 

f JoeephiM thoocht that the Eeratlam hated or deepbed the empl^ 
ment of a shepherd in the daje <7 Jowph ; whefww Biehop Ctitnberitfid 
hae ahown that they mtherhated mich Phamiefaui or Ouiaantte At?- 
henls that had long enalavad the Zcyptlaiis of old tlma. Bee hie dtao- 
honla«ho,p.881,»18. 

t Bi-fauuf here puta the queetloD. how Jorephns oouU ctmvMn^j}* 
net ndning in Kgnit daring thb bmlne, whibthe ancient* afflim ttet » 
never does naturally ndn there. HU aaewer la, llMt when the andcn" 
deny that It laloji In EMnt, they o«i» •»— •i^' tt.»^ TmtiA above toe 
IkAu whfeh it mUed lEErpt hi ttie 
[and by eonaequenoe in the Lower 
and etui doaa, ndn aomatlniea. 
■act. 8. 

f ioaephue aupp^ieea that Joarph now reetoied the Rpptto'}'*^ 
land! agnln, upon the paymrat ofn «fth |«rt aa tribute. It •«"• *l2i 
mthcr that the land waa now consiUerv^ lu t'U.ja«h'« taiMl.anl tbtt w 




Digitized by LjOOQIC 



CHATTKR IX. 



ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 



Oi> 



for the Und which the king, when it w»b hie own, 
restored to them. These men rejoiced upon iheir 
becoming unexpectedly owners of their lands, and 
diligently observed what was enjoined them ; and 
by this means Joseph pr ocured to himself a greater 
anthoritv among the ^jptiansy and a greater love 
to the kmg from them.' Mow this law, that they 
should pay the fifth part of their froits as tribut^ 
eoatinned until their later kings. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

OP THE DEATH OF JACOB AND JOSEPH. 

§ 1 . Now when Jacob had lived seventeen years 
in Egypt, he fell into a disease, and died in the pre- 
sence Of his sons ; but not tQl he made his pn^ers 
for their enjoying prosperiW, and till he had fore- 
tckld to them prophetically how every one of them 
was to dwell in tne land of Canaan. But this hap- 
peoed numy vears afterward. He also enlarged 
upon the praises of Joseph ;* how he had not re- 
membered the evil doings of his brethren to their 
disadvantage ; nay, on the oontraiy, was kind to 
them, bestowing upon them so many benefits, as 
seldom are bestowed on men's own benefactors. 
He then commanded his own sons that ihey should 
admit Joseph's sons, Ephraim and Manasses, Into 
their number, and divide the land of Canaan in 
common with them ; concerning whom we shall 
treat hereafter. However, he nutde it his request 
that be nught be buried at Hebron. So he died, 
when he had lived full a hundred and fiftv years, 
three only abated, having not been behind any of 
his anoestorB in piety towards God, and having such 
a recompense for it, as it was fit those should have 
who were so good as these were. But Joseph, by 
the king's permission, earned his Other's dead 
body to Hebron, and there buried it at a great ex- 
pense. Now his brethren were at first unwilling to 
return back with him, because they were afraid 
lest, DOW their fiither was dead, he shoidd punish 
them for their secret practices against him ; since 
he was now gone, for whose sake he had been so 
gracious to uem. But he persuaded them to fear 
no hann, and to entertain no suspicions of him : so 
he brooi^t them idons with him, and gave them 
great poas cesi ona, and never left off his particuhur 
eoneem for them. 

2l Joseph also died when he had livedahundred 
and ten years ; having been a man of admirable 
virtue, and eondncting all his affairs by the rules 
of reaaon ; and used his authority with moderation, 
which was the cause of his so great felicity among 
the Egyptians, even when he came from another 
eoaiiti7, and that in such ill circumstances also, as 
ve have already described. At length his brethren 
died, after they had lived happily in Egypt Now 
the posteri^ and sons of these men, after some 
time, earned their bodies, and buried them at He- 
bron : batas to the bones of Joseph, they carried 
them into the land of Canaan afterward, when the 
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Hebrews went out of Eg3rpt, for so had Joseph 
made them promise him upon oath ; but what be- 
came of every one of these men, and by what toils 
they got the possession of the bmd of Canaan, shall 
be shown hereafter, when I have first explained 
upon what aooount it was that they left Egypt 



CHAPTER IX. 

OONCERNINO THE AFPLICnONS THAT BEFBL THE 
HEBREWS IN EGYPT, DUEINO FOVB HUMDAED 
YEARS.t 

§ 1. Now it happened that the Egyptians grew 
delicate and lazy, as to pains-taking ; and gave 
themselves up to other pleasures, and in particular 
to the love of gain. They also became veiy ill 
affected towards the Hebrews, as tcuched with 
envy at their prosperity ; for when they saw how 
the nation of the Israelites flourished, and were be- 
come eminent already in plenty of wealth, which 
they had acquired by their virtue and natural love 
of labour, they thought their increase was to their 
own detriment ; andluiving, in length of tune, for- 
gotten the benefits they had received from Joseph, 
particularly the crown being now come into another 
family, they became very ahusive to the Israelites, 
and contrived many ways of afflicting them ; for 
ihey enjoined them to cut a great number of chan* 
nels for the river, and to build walls for their cities 
and ramparts, that theymight restrain the river, and 
hinder its waters from stagnating, upon its running 
over its own banks : they set tnem also to build 
pyramidB,t and ^7 &U this wore them out ; and 
forced them to learn all sorts of mechanical arts, 
and to accustom themselves to hard labour. And 
four hundred yeais did they spend under these af- 
flictions ; for they strove one against the other 
which should get the mastery, the Egyptians de- 
siring to destroy the Israelites by these labours, 
anduie Israelites desiring to hold out to the end 
under them. 

2. While the affairs of the Hebrews were in this 
condition, there was this occasion offered itself to 
the Egyptians, which made them more solicitous 
for the extinction of our nation. One of those sa- 
cred scribes,! ^^o ^^^ ^^^ sa^puuous in foretelling 
future events truly, told the kmg, that about this 
time there would be a child bom to the Israelites, 
who, if he were reared, would bring the Egyptian 
dominion low, and would raise the Israelites ; that 
he would excel all men in virtue, and obtain a glory 
that would be remembered through all ages. 
Which thing was so feared by the king, that, ac- 
cordiiu; to this man's <^inion, he commanded that 
they should cast every male child, which was bom 
to the Israelites, into the river, and destroy it ; 
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watch the labours of the Hebrew women, and ob- 
serve what is bom, for those were the women who 
were enjoined to do the office of midwives to them ; 
and by reason of their relation to the long, would 
not transgress his commands. He enjoined also, 
That if any parents should disobey him, and ven- 
ture to save their male children alive,t they and 
their families should be destroyed. This was a se- 
vere affliction indeed to those that suffered it, not 
only as they were deprived of their sons, and, while 
they were the parents themselves, they were oblig- 
ed to be subservient to the destruction of their own 
children, but as it was to be supposed to the extir- 
pation of their nation, while upon the destruction 
of their children, and iheir own gradual dissohition, 
the calamity would become very hard and inconso- 
lable to them : and this was the ill state they were 
in. But no one can be too hard for the purpose of 
Grod, though he contrive ten thousand subtile de- 
vices for that end ; for thb child, whom the sacred 
scribe foretold, was brought up and concealed from 
the observers appointed by the king ; and he that 
foretold him did not mistake in the consequences 
of his preservation, which were brought to pass 
after the manner following : — 

3. A man, whose name was Amram, one of the 
nobler sort of the Hebrews, was afraid for his whole 
nation, lest it should fail, by the want of young 
men to be brought up hereafter, and was very un- 
easy at it, his wife being then with child, and he 
knew not what to do. Hereupon he betook himselt' 
to prayer to God ; and entreated him to have com- 
INtssiun on those men who had nowise transgressed 
the laws of his worship, and to afford them deliver- 
ance from the miseries they at that time endured, 
and to render abortive their enemies' hopes of the 
destruction of their nation. Accordingly God had 
mercy on him, and was moved by his supplication. 
He stood b]^ him in his sleep, and exhorted him 
not to despair of his future mvours. He said far- 
ther, that he did not forget their piety towards 
him, and would always reward them for it, as he 
had formerly granted his favour to their forefa- 
thers, and made them increase from a few, to so 
great a multitude. He put him in mind, that when 
Abraham was come alone out of Mesopotamia into 
Canaan, he had been made happy, not only in other 
respects, but that when his wife was at first barren, 
the was afterwards by him enabled to conceive 
seed, and bear him sons. That he left to Ismael 
and to his posterity the country of Arabia ; as also 
to his sons by Ketura, Troglodytis : and to Isaac, 
Canaan. That by my assistance, said he, he did 
great exploits in war, which, unless you be your- 
selves impious, you must still remember. As for 
Jacob, he became well known to stranj^ers also, by 
the neatness of that nrosperity in which he lived, 
and left to his sons, wno came into Egypt with no 
more than seventy souls, while you are now become 
above six hundred thousand. Know, therefore, 
that I shall provide for you all in common what is 
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for your good, and particularly for thvself wbiti 
shall make thee famous ; for that child, out <»f 
dread of whose nativity the £g}'ptians have doomed 
the Israelite children to destruction, shall be this 
child of thine, and shall be concealed from those 
who watch to destroy him : and when he is brought 
up in a surprising way, he shall deliver the Hebrew 
nation from the distress they are under from the 
Egyptians. His memory shall be fiunoos while the 
world UstB ; and this not onl^ among the Hebrews, 
but foreigners also : — all which shall be the effect 
of my favour to thee, and to thy posterity. He 
shall also have such a brother, that he shall him- 
self obtain my priesthood, and his posterity shall 
have it after nim to the end of the world. 

4. When the vision had informed him of these 
things, Amram awaked and told it to Jochebed, 
who was his wife. And now the fear increased 
upon them on account of the prediction in Amram 's 
dream ; for they were under concern, not onlv for 
the child, but on account of the great happmess 
that was to come to him also. However, tne mo- 
ther's labour was such as afforded a oonfirmatioD 
to what was foretold by God ; for it was not known 
to those that watched her, by the easiness of her 
pains, and because the throes of her delivery did 
not fall upon her with violence. And now they 
nourished the child at home privately for thr e 
months ; but after that time Amram, fearing he 
should be discovered, and by falling under the 
kind's disnleasure, both he and his child should 
pensh, and so he should make the promise of God 
of none effect, he detei*mined rather to intrust the 
safety and care of tlie child to God, than to depend 
on his own concealment of him, which he looked 
upon as a thing uncertain, and whereby both the 
child, BO |>rivatelyto be nourished, and hunself, 
should ba in imminent danger ; but he believed 
that God would some way for certain procure the 
safety of the child, in order to secure the truth of 
his own predictions. When they had thus deter- 
mined, they fnade an ark of bulrashes, after the 
manner of a cradle, and of a bigness sufficient for 
an infant to be laid in, without being too straiteu- 
ed : they then daubed it over with slime, which 
would naturally keep out the water from entering 
between the bulrushes, and put the infant into it, 
and setting it afloat upon the river, they left its pre- 
servation to God ; so the river received the child, 
and carried him along. But Miriam, the child's 
sister, passed along upon the bank over against h*jn, 
as her mother had bid her, to see whither the ark 
would be carried ; where God demonstnted that 
human wisdom was nothmg, but that fhe Supreme 
Being is able to do whatsoever he pleases : that 
those who, in order to their own security, condemn 
others to destruction, and use great endeavoum 
about it, fail of theu* purpose ; but that others are 
in a surprising manner preserved, and obtain a 
prosperous condition almost from tlie very midst of 
their calamities ; those, I mean, whose dangers arise 
by the appointment of God. And, indeed, such a 
providence was exercised in the case of this child, 
as showed the power of God. 

5. Thermuthis was the king's daughter. She was 
now diverting herself by the banks of the river ; 
and seeing a cradle home along b^ the current, she 
sent some that could swim, and bid them bring the 
cradle to her. When those that were sent on this 
errand, came to her witn the cradle, and she saw 
the little child, she was greatly m love with it. 
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« aceoont of its UrgeneBS and beaiity ; for God 
hd tiken nich gremt cu« in the formation of Moeea, 
tiial he cansed him to be thought worthy of bring- 
Qg up, and proriding for, by SH thoae that had ta- 
ken the most fiat&l raolatiom, on aoooant of the 
dread of his nativity, for the deatnietion of the rest 
ef the Hebrew nation. Thermnthis bid them bring 
ber a wonmn that might afford her breast to the 
c^d ; jet woald not the child admit of her breast, 
but turned away from it, and did the like to many 
^her women. Now Minam was by when this hap- 
pened, not to appear to be there on purpose, but 
oilr as staying to see the child ; and sne said, ** It 
k in Tain that thoo, O Queen, callest for these wo- 
mra for the nourishing of the child, who are no way 
«f kin to it ; hut still, if thou wilt order one of the 
Helnew women to be brought, perhaps it may 
admit the breast of one of its own nation.** Now 
■B^ she seemed to speak well, Thermuthis bid hor 
pvoeure such a one, and to bring one of tho»e He- 
brew women that gave suck. So when she had such 
tatbority giren her, she came back and brouj^ht 
the mother, who was known to nobody there. And 
BOW the child eUidly admitted the breast, and 
Kemed to stick close to it ; and so it was, that, at 
the qaeen's denre, the nursing of the child was en- 
tffely intrusted to the mother. 

<>• Hereupon it was that Thermuthis imposed 
&» name Moutes upon him, from what had hap- 
pened when he was put into the rirer ; for the 
%yptiaos call water by the name of Mo, and such 
to Me saved out of it by the name of UteB ; so by 
putting these two words together, they imposed this 
^e apon him ; and he was, by the confeesion of 
u, acconUng to God's prediction, as well for his 
P^BttnesB of mind as for nis contempt of difficulties, 
ue best of all the Hebrews ; for Abraham was his 
""»8tor, of the seventh generation. For Moses 
^ the son of Amram, who was the eon of Ckath, 
*wMe &ther, Leri, was the son of Jacob, who was 
wesoQ of Isaac, who was the son of Abndiam. 
^ov Moses's understanding became superior to his 
^ nay, fiir beyond that standard ; and when he 
*»8 taii|ht, he disoovered greater quickness of ap- 
P'^nston than was usual at his age ; and his 
^ons at that time promised greater, when he 
*ofra)d come to the age of a man. God did also 
give him that talhiess, when he was but three 
^^ old, as was wonderful ; and for his bMuty, 
^^ was nobody so unpolite as, when they saw 
™e8, the^r wore not greatly surprised at the 
^^^uty of his countenance : nay, it happened fre- 
VienUy, that those that met him as he wad carried 
uoQ^ the road, were obliged to turn again upon 
"^jQg the child ; that they left what they were about, 
^Btood still af^reatwhUeto lookonhim ; forthe 
y^Qtj of the child was so remarkable and natural 
^^ on many aoeounts, that it detained the spec- 
^''^'Mad made them stay longer to look upon him. 
'• Thennuthis, therefore, perceiving him to be 
» remarkable a child, adopted him for her son, 
2[^ no child of her own. And when one time 
T^ had earned Moses to her father, she showed 
r ^^ ^iffi) and said she thought to make him her 
^«r> SQceessor, if it should please God she should 
^nokgitiniate child of her own ; and said to 
^ ^ I have brought up a child who is of a divine 
^^> and of a generous mind ; and as I have re- 

7hL'«>q*w bm MSTB of tiM bMMly of Mom, that h* WM flf a 
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ceived him from the bounty of the river, in a won- 
derful manner, I thought proper to adopt him for 
my son, and the heir of thv kingdom." And when 
she had said this, she put the infant into her Other's 
hands : so he took him, and hugged him close to 
his breast; and on his daughter's account, in a 

Sleasant way, put his diadem upon his head ; but 
loses threw it down to the ground, and, in a puer- 
ile mood, he wreathed it round, and trod upon it 
with his feet ; which seemed to bring alouff with it 
an evil presage concerning the kingdom of Egypt 
Bu* when the sacred scribe saw this (he was the 
same person who foretold that his nativity would 
bring the dominion of that kingdom low), he made 
a violent attempt to kill him : and crying out in a 
frightful manner, he said, ** This> O king ! this child 
is he of whom God foretold, that if we Icill him we 
shall be in no danger ; he himself affords an attes- 
tation to the prediction of the same thinff, by his 
trampling upon thy government, and treamng upon 
thy diadem. Take him, therefore, out of the way, 
and deliver the Egyptians from the fear they are 
in about him ; and deprive the Hebrews of the 
hope they have of being encouraged bv him." But 
Thermumis prevented him, and snatched the child 
away. And the king was not hasty to sUv him, 
God himself,- whose providence protected Masea» 
inclining the king to spare him. He was, therefore, 
educated with great care. So the Hebrews de- 
pended on bun, and were of good hones that great 
things would be done by him ; but the Egyptians 



suspicious of what would follow such nis edu- 
cation. Yet because, if Moses had been sUin, there 
was no one, either akin or adopted, that had any 
oracle on his side for pretending to the crown of 
Egypt, and likely to be of greater advantage to them, 
they abstained from killing him. 



CUifPTER X. 

HOW MOSES MAOB WAR WITH THB RHIOPlAlfS. 

§ 1. MosBS, therefore, when he was boniy and 
brought up in the foregoing manner, and came to 
the Me of^ maturity, made his virtue manifest to 
the Egyptians ; and showed that he was bom for 
the bringing them down, and raising the Israelites ; 
and the occasion he Uid hold of was this : — The 
Ethiopians, who are next neighbours to the Egyp- 
tians, made an inroad into their country, which they 
seized upon, and carried off the effects of the Eg^-p- 
tians, who, in their rage, fought against them, and 
revenged the affronts they had received fnm them ; 
but, beiag overcome in battle, some of them were 
slaiio, and the rest ran away in a shameful manner, 
and by that means saved themselves ; whereupon 
the Ethiopians folk>wed after them in the pursuit, 
and thinking that it would be a mark of cowardice 
if they did not subdue all Egypt, they went on to 
subdue the rest with greater venemence ; and when 
they had tasted the sweets of the country, they 
never left off the prosecution of the war ; and as 
the nearest parts had not courage enough at first to 
fight with them, they proceeded as far as Memphis, 
and the sea itself ; while not one of the cities was 
able to oppose them. The Egyptians, under this 
sad oppression, betook themselves to their oracles 
and prophecies * and when God had given them thw 
counsel, to make use of Moses tlte Hebrew and 
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take his assistance, the king commanded his daugb> 
ter to produce him, that he might be the genenJ* 
of their army. Upon which, ^en she had made 
him swear he would do him no harm, she delivered 
him to the king, and supposed his assistance would 
be of great advantage to them. She withal re- 
proached the priest, who, when thev had before 
admonished the Egyptians to kill nim, was not 
ashamed now to own tiieir want of his help. 

2. So Moses, at the persuasion both of Thermu- 
tfais and the king himself, cheerfully undertook the 
business : and the sacred scribes of both nations 
were glad ; those of the Egyptians, that they should 
at once oTercome their enemies by his valour, and 
that by the same piece of management Moses would 
be slain ; but those of the Hebrews, that they should 
escape from the Egyptians, because Moses was to 
be their general ; but Moses prevented the enemies, 
and took and led his army before those enemies were 
apprized of his attacking them; for he did not march 
by the river, but by land, where he gave a wonder- 
ful demonstration of his sagacity ; for when the 
ground was difficult to be parsed over, because of 
the multitude of serpents (which it produces in vast 
numbers, and indeed is singular in some of those 
productions, which other cou^tries do not breed, 
and yet such as are worse than others in power 
and mischief, and an unusual fierceness of sight, 
some of whidi ascend out of the ground unseen, and 
also fly in the air, and so come upon men at una- 
wares, and do them a mischief), Moses invented a 
wonderful stratagem to preserve the army safe, and 
without hurt ; for he made baskets, like unto arks, 
of sedge, and filled them with ibee,t and carried 
them along with them ; which animieil is the great- 
est enemy to serpents imaginable, for they fl v from 
them when they come near them ; and as they fly 
they are caught and devoured by them, as if it 
were done by the harts ; but the ibes are tame 
creatures, and only enemies to the serpentine kind : 
but about these ibes I say no more at present, since 
the Greeks themselves are not unacquainted with 
this sort of bird. As soon, therefore, as Moses 
was come to the Lmd which was the breeder of 
these serpents, he let loose the ibes, and by their 
means repelled the serpentine kind, and used them 
for his assistants before the army came upon that 
ground. When he had therefore proceeded thus 
on his journey, he came upon the Ethiopians be- 
fore they expected him ; and, joining battie witii 
them, he beat them, and deprived them of ti^e 
hopes they had of success asainst the Egyptians, 
and went on in overthrowing &eir cities, and mdeed 
made a great slaughter of Uiese Ethiopians. Now 
when the Egyptian army had once tasted of this 
prosperous success, by the means of Moses, they 
did not shu^en their diligence, insomuch that the 
Ethiopians were in danger of being reduced to 
slavery, and all sorts of destruction ; and at length 
tiiey retired to Saba, which was a royal city of 
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Ethiopia, which Cambyses afterwards named Me- 
roS, after the name of nis own sbter. The place 
was to be besieged with rery great difficulty, since 
it was both enoompassed by uie Nile quite round, 
and the other rivers, Astapus and Aslaboxas, made 
it a very difficult thine for such as attempted to 
IMiss over them ; for me city was situate in a re- 
tired place, and was inhabited after the manner of 
an island, being encompassed with a strong wall, 
and having the rivers to guard them from their 
enemies, and having great ramparts between the 
wall and the rivers, insomuch, that when the waters 
come with the greatest violence it can never be 
drowned ; which ramparts make it next to impos- 
sible for even such as are gotten over the rivers to 
take the city. However, while Moses was uneasy 
at the aim/s Iving idle (for the enemies durst not 
come to abattie), this accident happened : — Tharbis 
was the daughter of the king of the Ethiopians : 
she happened to see Moses as he led the aimy near 
the walls, and fought with great courage ; and 
admiring the subtility of lus undeHakings, and be- 
lieving him to be the author of the Egyptians' suc- 
cess, when they had before despaired of recoverin<{ 
their liberty, and to be the occasion of the 
great danger the Ethiopians were in, when tliey 
had before boasted of their great achievements, 
she fell deeply in love with him ; and upon the 
prevalencv of that passion, sent to him the most 
faithful of all her servants to discourse with him 
about their marriage. He thereupon accepted tlie 
offer, on condition sne would procure the delivering 
up of the city ; and save her the assurance of an 
oath to take her to his wife ; and that when he 
had onee taken possession of tiie city, he would not 
break his oath to her. No sooner was the agree- 
ment made, but it took effect immediately ; and 
when Moses had cut off the Ethiopians, he gave 
thanks to Grod, and consummated his marriage, and 
led the Egyptians back to their own land. 



CHAPTER XI. 

HOW MOSn FLBD OUT OF EGTPT INTO UIDIAN. 

§ 1. Now the Egyptians, after they had been pre- 
served by Moses, entertained a hatred to him, and 
were very eager in compassing their designs against 
him, as suspecting that he would take occasion, 
from his good success, to raise a sedition, and bring 
innovations into Egypt ; and told the king he ought 
to be slain. The lung had also some intentions of 
himself to the same purpose, and this as well out 
of envy at his glorious expedition at the head oi 
his army, as out of fear of being brought low by 
him ; and bemg instigated by the sacred scribes^ 
he was ready to undertake to kill Moses ; but 
when he had learned beforehand what plots there 
were against him, he went away privately ; and 
because the public roads were watched, he took 
his flight through the deserts, and where his ene- 
mies could not suspect he would travel, and, though 
he was destitute of food, he went on, and despised 
that difficulty coura^usly ; and when he came to 
the dty Midian, which lay upon the Red Sea, and 
was so denominated from one of Abraham's sons 
bjr Keturah, he sat upon a certain well, and rested 
himself there after his laborious journey, and the 
affliction lie had been in. It was not far from the 
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fotf, and liie time of the day was noon, where he 
had an ooeasion offered him by the custom of Ae 
enontnr of doing what recommended his 'virtne, 
and afforded him an opportunity of bettering his 
drciunstanoes. 

2. For that coontrv having bnt little water, the 
shepherds need to seize on tne weDs before others 
came, lest their flocks shoold want water, and lest 
it should be spent by others before they came. 
There were now come, therefore, to Ihis well seven 
sisters that were virgins, the daughters of Haeuel, 
a prieett, and one thought worthy by the peofMe of 
the oonntry of ^reat honour. These virgins, who 
took eare of theur &ther'B flocks, which sort of wcnrk 
it was cnstomaxy and veiy fluniliar for women to do 
in the country of the Troglodytes, they came first of 
all, and drew water out of the well in a quantity soffi- 
eicBt for their flocks, into troughs, which were made 
for the reception of that water ; but when the shep- 
herds came upon the maidens, and drove them away, 
that they might have the command of the water 
themselves, Moses, thinking it would be a terrible 
reproach upon him if he overlooked the young 
wom^i under unjust oppression, and should suffer 
the violenoe of the men to prevail over the right of 
the maidens, he drove away the men, who had a 
nuad to more than their share, and afforded a pro- 
per assistance to the women ; who, when they had 
received such a benefit finom him, came to their fa- 
ther, and told him how they had been affronted by 
the shepherds, and assisted by a stranger, and en- 
treated diat he would not let this generous action be 
done in vain, nor go without a reward. Now the 
&ther took it well from his daughters that they were 
so desirous to reward their benefactor ; and bid 
them bring Moses into his presence, that he might 
be rewarded as he deserved; and when Moses came, 
he told him what testimony his daughters bare to 
him, that he had assisted them ; and that, as he 
admired him for his virtue, he said that Moses had 
bestowed such his assistance on persons not insen- 
nbie of benefits, but where they were both able and 
willing to return the kindness, and even to exceed 
the measure of his generosity. So he made him his 
SOD, and ^vehim one of his daughters in marriage ; 
and appomted fahn to be the gutfdian and superin- 
%endant over his cattle ; for A old, all the wealth of 
ttie barbarians was in those cattle. 



CHAPTER XII. 

COUCKBHIHO THX BUaXTNG BUSH, AVD THB BOD OF 
MOSBS. 

i 1. Now Moses, when he had obtained the fiivour 
of Jethro, for thi^ was one of the names of Raguel, 
Btatd there and fed his flock ; but some time uter- 
ward, taking his station at the mountain called Si- 
nwi, he drove his flocks thither td feed them. Now 
this is the highest of all the mountains thereabout, 
and the best for pasturage, the herbage being there 
good ; and it had not been before fed upon, l^cause 
of the opinion men had that Grod dwelt there, the 
ibephei^ not daring to asoend up to it ; and here 
it was that a wonderml prodigy happened to Moses ; 
for a fire fed upon a thorn-bush, yet did the green 
leaves and tibe flowers continue untouched, and the 
fire did not al all consume the fruit-branches, al- 
thoa^ ^ flame was great and fierce. Moses was 



affririited at this strange sight, as it was to hun ; 
but Ite was still more astonished when the fire 
uttered a voice, and called to him by name, and 
spake words to him, by which it signified how bold 
he had been in ventunng to oome into a place whi- 
ther no man had ever come before, because the 
pbuse was divine ; and advised him to remove a 
great way off from the flame, and to be contented 
with what he had seen ; and though he were him- 
self a good man, and the oflspring Si great men, yet 
that he should not pry sny fsrther : and he foretold 
to him, that he should have glory and honour among 
men, by the blessing of QoA upon him. He also 
commanded him to go away thence with confidence 
to Egypt, in ord^r to his being the commander and 
conductor of the body of the Hebrews, and to his 
delivering his own people from the injuries they . 
suffered there : " For," sud God, « they shall in- 
habit this happy land which your forefiither Abra- 
ham inhabited, and shall have the enjoyment of all 
sorts of good things ; and thou, b^ thy prudence, 
shalt guide them to those good things.'* But still 
he enjoined him, when he nad brought the Hebrews 
out of the Und of Egypt, to come to that place, and 
to oiler sacrifices of &ankqgiving there. Such were 
the divine oracles which were delivered out of the 
fire. 

2. But Moses was astonished at what he saw, and 
much more at what he heard ; and he said, <' I think 
it woAld be an instance of too great madness, O 
Lord, for one of that regard I bear to thee, to dis- 
trust thy power, since I myself adore it, and know 
that it has been made manifest to my progenitors : 
but I am still in doubt how I, who am a private 
man, and one of no abilities, should either persuade 
my own countrymen to leave the country they now 
inhabit, and to follow me to a land whither I lead 
them ; or, if they should be persuaded, how can I 
force Phu!aoh to permit them to depart, since they 
augment their own wealth and prosperity by the la- 
bours and works they put upon them I" 

S. But God persuaded him to be courageous on 
all occasions, and promised to be with him, and to 
him in his words, when be was to persuade 
and in his deeds, when he was to perform 



wonders. He bid him also to take a signal of the- 
truth of what he said, by throwing his rod upon the 
ground ; which when he had done, it crept along, 
and was become a serpent, and rulicil itself round 
in its folds, and erected its head, as ready to reven^ 
itself on such as should assault it ; after which it 
became a rod again as before. After this God hid 
Moses to put his right hand into his bosom : he 
obeyed, and when He took it out it was white, and 
in colour like to chalk, but afterward it returned to 
its wonted colour again. He also, upon God's com- 
mand, took some of the water that was near him, 
and poured it upon the ground, and saw the colour 
was that of blood. Upon the wonder that Moses 
showed at these signs, God exhorted him to be of 
good courage, and to be assured that he would be 
the greatest support to him ; and bid him make use 
of those signs, m order to obtain belief among all 
men, that '* thou art sent by me, and dost all thin^ 
according to my commands. Accordingly I enjom 
thee to make no more delays, but to make haste to 
Egypt, and to travel night and day, and not to draw 
out the time, and so imdce the slavery of the He- 
brews and their sufferings to last the longer." 

4. Moses having now seen and heard these won- 
ders that assured him of the truth of thesepromtsss 
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of Qod, had no room left him to disbelieve them : 
he entreated him to grant him that power when he 
should be in Egypt ; and besought him to vouch- 
vafe him the knowledge of his own name ; and, since 
he had heard and seen him, that he would also tell 
him his name, that when he offered sacrifice he 
mieht invoke him by each his name in his oblations. 
Whereupon God declared to him his holy name, 
wliich had never been discovered to men before ; 
oonoeming which it is not lawful for me to say any 
more.* Now these signs accompanied Moses, not 
then only, but always when he prayed for them : 
of all which signs he attributed the firmest assent 
to the fire in the bush ; and believing that God 
would be a gracious supporter to him, he hoped he 
should be able to deliver his own nation, and bring 
oabmitieB on the Egyptians. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

BOW MOSES AND AABOK RETURNED INTO EQTPT TO 
PHARAOH. 

§ 1. So Moeee, when he understood that the Pha- 
roah, in whose reign he fled away, was dead, asked 
leave of Raguel to eo to Egypt, for the benefit of 
his own people : and he took with him Zipporah, 
the daughter of Raguel, whom he had married, and 
the children he hM by her, Gersom and Eleazer, 
and made haste into Egypt. Now the former of 
those names, Gersom, in the Hebrew tongue, signi- 
fies that he woi in a itrange land ; and Eleazer, 
thatf hy the oMtutanee of the God of hit fatiert, he 
had eteapedfrom the Jagyptiant. Now when tliey 
were near the borders, Aaron his brother, by tlie 
command of God, met him, to whom he declared 
what had befallen him at the mountain, and the 
commands that God had eiven him. But as they 
were going forward, the chief men among the He- 
brews, having learned that they were coming, met 
them ; to whom Moses dedaivd the signs he had 
seen ; and while they could not believe them, he 
made them see them. So they took courage at these 
•orprisin^ and unexpected sights, and hoped well of 
their entire deliverance, as believing now that Grod 
took care of their preservation. 

2. Sinoe then Moses found that the Hebrews 
would be obedient to whatsoever he should direct, 
as they promised to be, and were in love with li- 
berty, he came to the king, who had indeed but 
latelv received the sovemment, and told him how 
much he had done for the good of the Egyptians, 
when they were despised bv the Ethiopians, and 
their country laid waste by them ; and how he had 
been the commander of their forces, and had la- 
boured for them, as if they had been his own people ; 
and he informed him in what danger he had been 
during that expedition, without having any proper 
returns made mm as he had deserved. He also in- 
formed him distinctly what things happened to him 
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at mount Sinai ; and what God said to him ; and 
the signs that were done by God, in order to assurs 
him of the authority of those commands which he 
had giv^ him. He also exhorted him not to disbe- 
lieve what he told him, nor to oppose the will d. 
God. 

3. But when the long derided Moses, he made 
him in earnest see the signs that were done at mount 
Sinai. Yet was the long very angiy with him, and 
called him an ill man, who had formerly run aiK-ay 
from his Egyptian slavery, and came now back with 
deceitful tncks, and wonders and magical arts, to 
astonish him. And when he had said this, he com- 
manded the priests to let him see the eame won- 
derful sights ; as knowing that the Egyptians were 
skilful in this kind of learning, and that he was not 
the only person who knew them, and pretended 
them to be divine ; as also he told him, that when 
he brought such wonderful sights before him, he 
would only be believed by the unlearned. Now 
when the priests threw down their rods, they be- 
came serpents. But Moses was not daunted at it ; 
and said, **0 long, I do not myself despise the wis- 
dom of the Egyptians, but I say that what I do ia 
so much superior to what these do by magic arts 
and tricks, as divine power exceeds the power of 
man : but I will demonstrate that what I do is 
not done by craft, or counterfeiting what is not 
really true, but that they appear by we providence 
and power of God." And when he had said this, 
he cast his rod down upon the ground, and com- 
manded it to turn itself into a serpent. It obeyed 
him, and went all round, and devoured the rods of 
the Egyptians, which seemed to be dragons, until it 
had consumed them all. It then returned to its 
own form, and Moses took it into his hand again. 

4. However, the king was no more moved when 
this was done than before ; and being very angry, 
he said that he should gain nothing by this his cun- 
ning and shrewdness against tlie £g>'ptians ; — and. 
he commanded him that was the chief task-master 
over the Hebrews, to give them no reUx^tion from 
their labours, but to compel them to submit to 
greater oppressions than before ; and though he 
allowed tliem chaff before for making their bricks, 
he would allow it them no longer ; but he made 
them to work hard at brick-making in the day-time, 
and to gather chaff in the night. Now when their 
labour was thus doubled upon them, they laid the 
bUme upon Moses, because their labour and their 
misery were on his account become more severe to 
them ; but Moses did not let his courage sink for 
the king's threatenings ; nor did he abate of his 
zeal on account of the Hebrews' complaints ; but 
he supported himself, and set his soul resolutely 
against them both, and used his own utmost dili- 
gence to procure liberty io his countrymen. So he 
went to the king, and persuaded him to let the He- 
brews go to mount Sinai, and there to sacrifice to 
God, because God had enjoined them so to do. He 
persuaded him also not to counterwork the designs 
of God, but to esteem his favour above all things, 
and to permit them to depart, lest, before he be 
aware, he lay an obstruction in the way of the divine 
commands, and so occasion his own suffering such 
punishments as it was probable any one tliat coun- 
terworked the divine commands should undci^go, 
since the severest afflictions arise from every object 
to those that provoke the divine wrath against 
them ; for such as these have neither the earUi nor 
the air for their friends ; nor are the fruits of the 
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vnmb Moof^ding to nature, but every thing is un* 
friendly and adverse towards them. He said fiu> 
flier, that the Egyptians should know this by sad 
experience ; and that besides, the Hebrew people 
ihoald go oat of their countiy without their consent 



CHAPTER XIV. 

OONCBRNIlfO THB TEN PLAGUES WHICH CAMS UPON 
THE BOTPTlAlfS. 

(. 1. But when the king despised the words of 
Maees, and had no regard at all to them, grievous 
pla^pies seized the Egyptians ; every one of which 
I will describe, both because no such plagues did 
ever happen to any other nation as the Egyptians 
■ow felt, — and because I would dem nstrate 
that Mo6c« did not fail in taj one thing that he 
foretold them *, and because it is for the good of 
mat kiLd, that they may learn this caution : — Not 
to do any thing that may displease God, lest he be 
provoked to wrath, and avenge their iniquities upon 
Ihem. For the ^yptaan nver ran with bloody 
water at the command of God, insomuch that it 
eoold not be drunk, and Aey had no other spring 
of water neither ; for the water was not only of the 
colour of blood, bat it brought upon thoee that ven- 
tured to drink of it, great pains and bitter torment 
Such was the river to the Egyptians ; but it was 
sweet and fit for drinking to the Hebrews, and no 
way different from what it naturally used to be. As 
tlie long therefore knew not what to do in these 
•orprising eircamstances, and was in fear for the 
Egyptians, he gave the Hebrews leave to go away ; 
but when the fdagoe ceased, he changed his mind 
again, and would not suffer them to go. 

2. But when God saw that he was ungrateful, 
and upon the ceasing of this calamity would not grow 
wiKT, he sent another plague upon the Egyptians : 
—An innnmerable multitude of frogs consumed the 
fruit of the ground ; the river was uso full of them, 
uisonuch that those who drew water had it spoiled 
by the blood of these animals, as they died in, and 
*ere destroyed by, the water ; and the country was 
full flf filthy slime, as they were boni and as they 
died : they also qwiled their vessels in their houses, 
which they used, and were found among what they 
ate and what they drank, and came in great numbers 
npoo their beds. There was also an ungrateful 
meU, and a stink arose from them, as they were 
lorn, and as they died therein. Now, when the 
Egyptians were under the oppression of these mise- 
ries, the king ordered Moses to take the Hebrews 
with him, and be gone. Upon which the whole 
multitude of the frogs vanished away ; and both 
the land and the liver returned to their former na- 
tares. Bat as soon as Pharaoh saw the huid freed 
from tfab plague, he forgot the cause of it, and re- 
tuned the Hebrews ; and, as though he had a mind 
to try the nature of more such judgments, he would 
notyet suffer Moses and his people to depiurt, having 
gnuited that liberty rather out of fear than any good 
eoosideration.* 

3. AeoordiDgly God punished his falseness with 
another plague, added to the former ; for there arose 
out of the bodies of the Egyptians an innumerable 

* Orfkb JadkW tertcsteg tk«k«rtk and bModhiB the cyw of wMInd 
^w.qrlaflwiiKliU "■"»» ••• iast puniithnHnt far Uidr otlur wllfal tins, 
^ tMk •«■ HMCraeiiM^ M* dM Bola on Antlq. K vU. ah. Is. Met. 8. 



quantity of lice, by which, wicked as they were, they 
miserably perished, as not able to destroy this sort ■ 
of vermin either ^*ith washes or with ointments. At • 
which terrible judgment the king of Egypt was in 
disorder, upon the fear into which he reasoned him- 
self, lest his people should be destroyed, and that 
the manner of this death was also reproachful, so • 
that he was forced in part to recover himself from 
his wicked temper to a sounder mind, for he gave 
leave for the Hebrews themselves to depart But 
when the phigue thereupon ceased, he thought it 
proper to require that they should leave tfaeir chil- 
dren and wives behind them, as pledges of theii 
return ; whereby he provoked God to be more ve~ 
hemendy angry at him, as if he thought to impoRo » 
on his providenoo, and as if it were only Moses, and 
not God» ^ho punished the Egyptians for the sake 
of the Hebrews : for he filled that countiy full of 
various sorts of pestilential creatures, with their 
various properties, such indeed, as had never come ' 
into the sight of men before, by whose means the 
men perished themselves, and the land was destitute 
of husbandmen for its cultivation ; but if any thing 
escaped destruction from them, it was killed by a 
distemper which the men underwent also. 

4. But when Pharaoh did not even then yield to 
the wHl of God, but, while he gave leave to the 
husbands to take their wives with them, yet insisted 
that the children should be left behind, God pre- 
sently resolved to punish his wickedness with several 
sorts of cahunities, and those worse than the fore- 
going, which yet had so gener^y afflicted them ; 
for Sieir bodies had terrible boils, breaking forth 
with bhdns, while they were already inwardly con- 
sumed ; and a great pcurt of the Egyptians pcorished 
in this manner. But when the king was not brought 
to reason by this phtgue, hail was sent down from 
heaven ; and such hul it was, as the climate of 
E^^t had never suffered before, nor was it like to 
that which falls in other climates in winter time,* 
but was larger than that which falls in the mid<Ue 
of spring to those that dwell in the northern and 
nordi-westem regions. This hail broke down their 
boughs laden with fruit After this a tribe of lo- 
custs consumed the seed which was not hurt by the 
hail : so that to the Egyptians all hopes of the fu- 
ture fruits of the ground were entirely lost 

5. One would think the forementioned calamities 
might have been sufficient for one that was only 
foolish, without wickedness, to make him wise, and 
to make bun sensible what was for his advantage. 
But Pharaoh, led not so much bv his folly as by hit 
wickedness, even when he saw the cause of his mi 
series, he still contested with God, and wilfully de 
serted the cause of virtue ; so he bid Moses take 
the Hebrews away, with their wives and children, 
but to leave their cattie behind, since their own cat- 
tle were destroyed. But when Moses said that 
what he desired was unjust, smoe they were obliged 
to offer sacrifices to God of those cattle ; and the 
time being prolonged on this account, a thick dark- 
ness, without the least light, spread itself over the 
Egyptians, whereby their sight bein^ obstructed, 
and their breathing hindered by the thickness of the 
air, they died miserably, and under a terror IcHt 
they should be swallowed up by the dark ck>ud. 
Besides this, when the darkness, after three days 
and as many nights, was dissipated, and when Pha- 
raoh did not still repent and let the Hebrews go, 

• AilothUwlntororipflBghAll nMr Inrpt antf Jad«i» MtflwUkf 
on thunder and Itf htolog thoro. In tbt aoM on Antiq. hw vL dk ?. MM. C 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



62 



ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 



Moses oune to him and said, " How long wilt tlioa 
be disobedient to the command of (xod 1 for he en- 
joins thee to let the Hebrews go ; nor is there any 
other way of being freed from the cakmities you 
are onder, miless yon do so." But the long was 
angry at what he said, and threatened to cat off his 
head if he came any more to troublo him about these 
matters. Hereupon Moses said he would not speak 
to him any more about them, for that he himself, 
together with the principal men among the Egyp- 
tians, should desire the Hebrews to go away. So 
when Moses had said this, he went his way. 

6. But when God had signified, that with one 
more pkgue he would compel the Egyptians to let 
the Hebrews go, he commanded Moses to tell tiie 
people that they should have a sacrifice ready, and 
that they should prepare themselves on the tenth 
day of the month JCanthicus, against the fourteenth 
(which month is called by the Egyptians, Pharmuth, 
and Nisan by the Hebrews ; but the Macedonians 
call it Xanthicus) and that he should cany away 
the Hebrews with all they had. Accordingly, he 
having got the Hebrews ready for their departure, 
and luiving sorted the people into tribes, he kept 
them together in one place : but when the four- 
teenth day was come, and all were ready to depart, 
thev offered the sacrifice, and purified their houses 
with the blood, using bunches of hyssop for that 
purpose ; and when they had supped, they burnt 
the remainder of the fle&, as just ready to depart. 
Whence it is that we do still offer this sacrifice in 
like manner to this day, and call this festival Patcka, 
wYddi t&gidftM the /etut of tkspaaoter; becanseon 
that day God passed us over, and sent the plague 
upon the Egyptians ; for the destruction of the fint- 
bom came upon the Egyptians that night, so that 
many of the Egyptians who lived near the king's 
pahoe, persuaded Pharaoh to let the Hebrews go. 
Accordingly he called for Moses, and bid them be- 
gone ; as supposing, that if once the Hebrews were 
cone out of ue country, Egypt should be freed from 
us miseries. They also honoured the Hebrews with 
gifts ^ some in order to get them to depart quickly, 
and others on account of their neighbouzhoody and 
the friendship they had with them. 



CHAPTER XV. 

■OW TBI HBBBSW8, UirOBB THS OOKDUCT OF MOSn, 
LVn BOTPT. 

I 1. So tiie Hebrews went out of Egypt, while the 
Egyptians wept, and repented that they had treated 
them so hardly. — Now the^ took their journey by 
LetopoUs, a place at that lame deserted, but where 
Babylon was built afterwards, when Gambyses laid 
Egypt waste ; but as they went away hastily, on the 
third day they came to a place called Beelzephon, 
on the Red Sea ; and when they had no food outof 
the hmd, because it was a desert, they eat of loaves 
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kneaded of flour, only warmed by a gentle heat ; 
and this food thev m»de use of for tiiirtv days ; for 
what they brought with them out of Egypt would 
not sn£Bce them any longer time ; and this onljr 
while they, dispensed it to each person, to use so 
much only as would serve for necessity, but not for 
satiety. Whence it ia that, in memory of the want 
we were then in, we keep a feast for eight days, 
which is called thsfeatt of unleavened bread. Now 
the entire multitude of those that went out, includ- 
ing the women and children, was not easy to be 
numbered ; but those that were of an age fit for 
war, were six hundred thousand. 

2. They left Egypt in the month Xanthicus, on 
the fifteenth day of the lunar month ; four hundred 
and thirty years after our forefather Abraham came 
into Ganaan, but two hundred and fifteen years only 
after Jacob removed into E^tf It was the 
eightieth year of the age of Moses, and of that of 
Aaron three more. They also carried out the bones 
of Joseph with them, as he had charged his sons to 
do. 

3. But the Egyptians soon repented that the He- 
brews were gone ; and the king also was mightily 
concerned that this had been procured by the magie 
arts of Moses ; so they resolved to go after them. 
Aco(miingly they took their weapons, and other 
warlike nuiiiture, and pursued after them, in order 
to bring them back, if once they overtook them, 
because they would now have no pretence to pray 
to God aeainst them, since they had already been 
permitted to go out ; and they thought they should 
easily overcome them, as they had no armour, and 
would be weary with their journey ; so they made 
haste in their pursuit, and asked of every one they 
met which way they were gone. And indeed that 
land was diiBcult to be travelled over, not only by 
armies, but by single persons. Now Moses led the 
Hebrews this way, that in ease the Egyptians 
should repent and be desirous to pursue alter them, 
they might undergo tiie punishment of their wick- 
edneas, and of the breaen of those promises they 
had made to them. As also he led them this way 
on account of the Philistines, who had quarrelled 
with them, and hated them of old, that by all means 
they misfat not know of their departure, for their 
countiT IS near to that of Egypt ; and thence it was 
that Moses led them not along the zoad that tended 
to the knd of the Philistines, but he was desiious 
that they should go through the desert, that so alter 
a long journey, and aftw many aflUctions^ they 
might enter upon the land of Canaan. Another 
reason of this was, that God commanded him to 
bring the people to mount Sinai, that there they 
might offer him sacrifices. Now when the Egyp- 
tians had overtaken the Hebrews, they prepared to 
fight them, and by their multitude they drove them 
into a narrow place ; for the number that pursued 
after them was six hundred chariots, with fifty 
thousand horsemen, and two hundred thousand foot- 
men, all armed. They also seized on the passagoB 
by which they imagined the Hebrews might ly, 
shutting them up$ between inaccessible precipices 

f Why onr Maaoreto oopgr ao gronndleaaljr abrldgve Uito afoeonnt in 
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v-A the sea ; for tfaerB was [on each gide] a [ridfle 
<'ij Dioontains that tenniuated at the tea, which 
*ere impaaBable by roaBon of their roaghncea, and 
•^cted their flight ; wherefore they then pres- 
nd upoQ the Hebrews with their army, where [the 
M^ of] the moaiitaiiis were eloeed with the tea ; 
■ineh army they placed at the chops of the moun- 
ttina, that eo they might deprive them of any pea- 
age into the plain. 

4. When tlM Hebrews, Oerefore, were neither 
■We to bear np, being thns, as it were, besieged, 
wewse ther wanted provisions, nor saw any possi- 
» way of eseaping ; and if they should have 
a»qght of fighting, they had no weapons ; they ex- 
!«et«i a oniTecaal destraction, unless they deli vend 
uemeelYes np to the Egyptians. So they laid the 
0^ on Mosesy and forgot all the signs that had 




— -- . ^ .uAvw Dwuns •» me prophet, wmie ne en- 
'^<)<mged them and promised them deUveranoe ; 
Kul they resolred that they would deliver themselves 
Bp to the Egyptians. So there was sorrow and hr 
mentation among the women and children, who had 
iMUung but destraction before their eyes, while 
uxy were enoompaaeed with mountains, the sea, 
and their enemieSy and diseemed no way of fl vine 
frwnthem. ' ' * 

^^Bat Hoses, though ihe multitude looked 
«i«W at him, did not, however, give over the caie 
^J«n, but despised all dangers, out of his trust in 
^ ^10, as he had afforded them the several steps 
wdj taken for the recovery of their Uberty, which 
w bad foretold them, would not now suffer them to 
n« sabdued by theur enemies, to be either made 
wes or be slain by them ; and, standing in the 
fflj^of them, he said, « It is not just of us to dis- 
WMt Aven men, when they have hitherto well ma- 
^>^ our affairs, as if they would not be the same 
men hereafter ; but it is no better than madness, 
« thU time, to despair of the providence of God, 
y whose power all those things have been per^ 
^ed which he promised, when you expected no 
«Mh things : I mean aU that I have been concerned 
m for your deliverance and escape from sUveiy. 
^^Jj vhen we are in the utmost distress, as you see 
*e»e, we dusht rather to hope that God will suo- 
*" ^ by whoee operation it is that we are now 
^^JH^mpaseed within this narrow place, that he may 
^▼er us out of such difficulties as are otherwise 
™8«nnountable, and out of which neither you nor 
ywtt enemies expect you can be delivered, and may 
" once demonstrate his own power and his provi- 
?«»ee ov^r us. Nor does God use to give his help 
« "mall lifficulties to those whom he favours, but 
SQch inues where no one can see how any 
?P«m man can better their condition. Depend, 
^'^i^f upon such a protector as is able to make 

^)gl*^ Wa— I U>h>wwittl»— n«wiyftoMBKyi>ttoreoiim8liMl. 
*n^il!!SS^*l>« I«n»iUMoroliltemT«llo<irMd that 1m ftmiMf 
rt^^-MUMumstHMka, thatna down towanli tlw BmI B«a. "* 
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small things great, and to show that this miriity 
foroe against you is nothing but weakness, and be 
not afflndited at the Egyptian anny, nor do yon 
despair <3 bein^ preserve<C because the sea befere, 
and the mountams behind, afford yon no oppertmiity 
for flying ; for even these mountains, if God so 
^eaae, may be made plain ground for yoo, and the 
sea beeome dry hmd.** 



CHAPTER XVI. 

HOW THB 8BA WAS DIVIDEn ASUNDBE FOB TBB 
BBBaCWS, WHBir THBT WEBB PUBSUEO BT THB 
BOTPTIANS, AKD 80 OAVB TBBM AN OrPOBTUNITT 
OV BSCAPIlfO FBOM THBK. 

I 1. Whbh Moses had said this, he led them to the 
sea, while the Egyptians k)oked on ; for they were 
within sight Now these were so distressed by the 
toil of their pursuit, that they thought proper to put 
off fighting till the next day. But when Moess was 
oome to the sea-shore, he took his rod, and made 
supplication to God, and called upon bun to be their 
helper and assistant ; and said, ** Thou art not ig- 
norant, O Lord, that it is beyond human strength 
and human eontrivanoe to avoid the diffionltMe we 
are now under ; but it must be thy work altogether 
to procure detiverance to this army, which haa left 
E^t at thy appointment We despair of any 
other assistance or contrivance, and have reeo u is e 
only to that hope we have in thee ; and tf there be 
any method that can promise us an escape by thv 
providence, we look up to thee for it And let it 
come quickly, and manifest thy power to us ; anc 
do thou raise up this people unto good courage and 
hope of deliverance, who are deeply sunk into a 
diaeons ol ate state of mind. We are in a helpless 
place, but still it is a place that thou possessest ; 
still the sea is thine, the mountains also tbat enclose 
US are thine ; so that these mountains wiU open 
themselves if thou conunandest them, and the sea 
also, if thou oommandest it, will become dry land. 
Nav, we might escape by a flight through the air, 
if thoQ shouldst determine we sliould have that way 
of salvation." 

2. When Moses had thus addressed himself to 
God, he smote the sea with his rod, which parted 
asunder at the stroke, and receiving those waters 
into itself, left the ground dry, as a road and a phoe 
of flight for the Hebrewa. Now when Moses saw 
this appearance of God, and that the sea went out 
of its own place, and left dry knd, he went first of 
all into it, and bid the Hebrews to follow him along 
that divine road, and to rejoice at the danger their 
enemies that followed them were in : and gave 
thanks to God for this so surprising a deliverance 
which appeared from him. 

8. Now, while these Hebrews made no stay, but 
went on earnestly, as led by God's presence with 
them, the Egyptians suppoeed at first that they were 
distracted, and were going rashly upon manifest 
destruction. But when they saw that tliey wero 
going a great wav without any harm, and that no 
obstacle or difficulty fell in their journey, they made 
haste to pursue them, hoping that the sea would be 
cahn for them also. They put their horse foremost, 
and went down themselves into the sea. Now the 
Hebrews, while these were putting on their armour, 
and therein spending their time, were beforehand 
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with them, aud escaped them, and got first over to 
the had on the other side without any hurt 
Whence the others were encouraged, and more 
courageously pursued them, as hoping no harm 
would come to them neither : but the Egyptians 
were not aware that they went into a road made for 
the Hebrews, and not for otliers ; that this road 
was made for the deliverance of Uiose in danger, 
but not for those that were earnest to make use of 
it for the others' destruction. As soon, therefore, 
as ever the whole Egyptian army was within it, the 
sea flowed to its own place, and came down with a 
torrent raised by storms of wind,* and encompassed 
the Egyptians. Showers of rain also came down 
from toe sky, and dreadful thunders and lightning, 
with flashes of fire. Thunder-bolts also were darted 
upon them ; nor was there any thing which used to 
be sent by God upon men, as indications of his 
wrath, which did not happen at this time ; for a 
dark and dismal night oppressed them. -^And thus 
did all these men perish, so that there was not one 
man left to be a messenger of this calamity to the 
rest of the Egyptians. 

4. But the Hebrews were not able to contun 
themselves for joy at their wonderful deliverance, 
and destruction of their enemies. Now indeed, 
supposing themselves firmly delivered, when those 
that would have forced them into slavery were 
destroyed, and when they found they had God no 
evidently for their protector ; and now these He- 
brews having escaped the danger they were in, after 
this manner, and besides that, seeing their enemies 
punished in such a way as is never recorded of 
any other men whomsoever, were all the night em- 
ployed in singing of hymns ; and in mirth.f Moses 
also composed a song unto Grod, containing his 
praises, and a thanksgiving for his kindness, in 
liexameter verse-j 

• oraMMatonMorwlad,tt)mid«r, Md lightafay, at thta dro« nlng 
17t 1^ and In thatof Jawpbu«i 



. 5. As for myself, I have delivered every part of 
this history as I found it in the sacred books ; nor 
let an V one wonder at the strangeness of the narra- 
tion, if a way were discovered to those men of old 
time, who were free from the wickedness of the 
modem ages, whether it happened by the will of 
God, or whether it happened of its own accord, — 
while, for the sake of those that accompanied Alex- 
ander, king of Macedonia, who yet lived, compara- 
tively, but a little while ago, the Pamphylian Sea 
retured and afforded them a passage§ through itself, 
when they had no other way to go ; I mean, when 
it was the will of God to destroy the monarchy of 
the Persians : and this is confessed to be true by 
allthathave written about the actionsof Alexander ; 
but as to these events, let every one determine aa 
he pleases. 

6. On the next day Moses sathered together the 
weapons of the Eg^'ptians, which were brought to 
the camp of the Hebrews by the current of the sea, 
I and the force of the winds assisting it ; and he con- 
I jectured that this also happened by IHvine Provi- 
I dence, thatso they might not be destituteof weapons. 
So when he had ordered the Hebrews to arm tnem- 
selves with them, he led them to mount Sinai, in 
order to offer Ba<nifice to God, and to render obla- 
tions for the salvation of the multitude, as he was 
' chaiged to do beforehand. 

thooih h* spwiks of Mvcnl mtU oTthnt bmU* or biimuh^ both ber» 
I Mid alMwhM*. Aatlq. book It. eh. Yitt. Met. 44, and book tU. eb. xU. 

— .a. 



I Take here the original pa«^«e of Che tow old avtben that •tin r^ 
main, aa to this traoelt ot Alexander the Great over the PamphyUan 



oT Pharaohl annj, 
eatantinthateTDai 



aInuMt waotiof li 
iTld, PmI. UxtII. 1 



eatant in that of David, PmI. UxtII. 16. 17, 18, and 1 

keviLMe iMay on the Old Twt. Append, p. IM, ISi. 

t what MMue have here ot^eotedagalnit this paaM 



t this passive of the Israelites 
over the Red Sea, In this one night, Irrom the oummon naps, rU. that 
this sea beln|r hers about thirtjr miles broad, so gmt an army euuld not 
pass over It In so •hart a time. Is a great mUtaka. Moos. Thevenot, an 
autheotle ejre-wltnees, InJbrma as, that this sea, for aboat five days' 
Joaroey, b nowhere more than about eight miles uver-cro»', and in wne 



Seat 1 mean, orCallisthenes, Strabo, Aniao, and Applaa. Aet 
Ilathenes, who himself aeoompanled Alexander In this expedition. 
Uthlus, In his Notes on the thirrl Iliad of Homer, (as Dr. Beniant her* 
Infurms un) says. That " this Oalll-thenee wrote how the l*amphylia» 
Hea did not only open a passaar tar Alexander, but, by rising and ele 
vatlng Ito waters, did pay him homage as iu Mng." St»)ol aooount la 
this (Geoc. book alv. p. aW) : " Now about Phasdle Is that narrow pa». 
•age, by the aea-slde, through which Alexander led hU army. There la 
a mountain called CUmax, whiohadjolna to the Seaof Pamphylia, leav. 
ing a narrow passive on the shore, which, in calm weather, is baiv, so 
as to be p assa bl e by tiaveUeret but when the esa overflows, It b eovvtwi 
to a grvat dagive Iqr the waves. How then, the aseeot by the mountaina 
bsing round about and steep. In sdU weather they make nae ofthe roMi 
along the ooaKt ; but Alexander fell Into the winter ssaaon, and com. 
ntit Ing himeeir ohiefly to Cirtune, he marched on before the wavea tvw 
tlrvd : and so it harpt«ed that they were a whole day In Journeying 
over It, and were under water up to tbe navel." ArriaoV aeeount Is t^ ' 
(bookCp.7t,78): "■"" -• _- — - 



lok C p. 71, 78) : ** When Alexander rsmoved firom Phasell-, ho sent 
me pan of his army over the mountains to Peiga i whleh road rko 
iraolan* khowed him. A difBeult way It was, but short. Hew^evrr 
I he himself conducted those that were with him by the sea-shore. This 
rand is Impassable at any other time than when the north wind Mows; 
i'Ut if tlie auuih wind prevail thei« le no pa sing by tlie shore. Now at 
this time. aAer smmg south wlndu, a north wind blew; and that not 
without tHe Divine Provldenoe (aa both he and they that were with Mm 
»up|io-«d) and afforded him an easy and qalok Daasage." Appian, wh«» 
ho cwmpaive Casar and Alsxander togctker (M BeL dvIL book U. p. 
tm soys, " TbBt thev both depended on their boklnees and fortuna, aa 
much aa on their skill In war. As an Instance of which, Alexander 
Jiiurneyed over a eountry without water, in the heat of kummcr, to tho 
oracle of [Jupiter] Hammon, and quickly pa ««d over the Bay of Pani. 
I>h>lla, whun, by Dttloe Prvvldenoe, the sea wns out olT:— thus Pn>vi. 
deiKM rasiralning the esa on his aooount, aa It had seat him lain when 
lie travelled [over the de»«rt]." 

N. B.~^iner, In the days of Joeephus, as he Msnias oa, all the Mora 

numerous original historians of Alexander gave the account he has herw 

'n, ae to the rrovidcntial going back of the « - - - 



Mstersof the Pam 



nuMMuvhy, which the 



authors now remaiiunir hilly eonflrm. 



nuMMuvny, wnicn um lorraaroed authors now remaining hilly eoi 
it U without all Just Ibundation that Josephos U hvn Uamed by 
bto writers fiw quoting those aadaotauthon upon the wrsisnt oooi 



Hebrew metre or 
tema 



le. In which M omb^ triumphant song la 

Jy means, oar pevosnt ignorance ofthe ok' 

• win not let oa determine. Nor doee It appear 

Utat even Joaephua himself had a distinct notioaor II. 



l-h>llan^dea, ;«,hen he was guliig with hl> aimy to di«tmjr the Persian 

Ibundation th 
r quoting those aadantauthota upon the prsisnt ocoaalon • 
nor oan the rsfleetione of Plutarch, or any other author later than Joee. 
phus, be in the least hers aUoged to contradict him. Joeephus want be 
aU the evidence be thea bad, and that evidence of tke meat aatheatt* 
s<irt also. So that whatover the modems may think of the thli« IteelC 
th«ff« U heooe not the laaat oohMtr ftir finding holt with Joicphoa : h« 
wwukl rather have been mooh to bhune had he oosklsd thaia gaotatioak 
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BOOK III. 

OOlfTAlNtlfO THB INTBRyAL OF TWO TEARS. 

PROM THE EXODUS OUT OP EGYPT, TO THE REJECTION OP THAT GENERATION. 



CHAPTER I. 

aow MOSES, WHBir HE HAD BROUGHT THE PEOPLE 
GOT OF EOTPT, LED THEM TO MOUNT SINAI ; BUT 
HOT TILL THST HAD SUFFERED MUCH III THEIR 
JOURNET. 

f I. When the Hebrews htd obtained BuehRwon- 
derfbl detiTenuice, the countiy was a great trouble 
to tfaem, for it was entirelv a desert, and without all 
nstenanoe for them ; and also had exceeding little 
water, so that it not only was not at all sufficient for 
the men, but not enough to feed any of the cattle ; 
for it was parched up, and had no moisture that 
might afford nutriment to the regetables ; so they 
vere forced to travel over this country, as having 
BO other country but this to travel in. They had 
Indeed carried water along with them, from the 
bad over which they had travelled before, as their 
eondactor had bidden them : but when that was 
spent, they were obliged to draw water out of wells, 
with pain, by reason of the hardness of the soiL 
Moreover, what water they found was bitter, and 
not fit for drinking, and Uiis in small quantities 
tbo ; and as they thus travelled, they came late in 
the evening to a place called Marah,* whidb had 
that name from the badness of its water, for Jbfar 
denotes biUemets. Thither they came afflicted both 
by the tediousneas of their journey, and by their 
^t of food, for it entirely failed them at that time. 
Now here waa a well, which made them choose to 
stay in the place, which, although it were not suffi- 
cient to satisfy ao great an army, did yetidBTord tiiem 
some comfort, as found in sudi desert phices ; for 
they heard from those who had been to search, that 
there was nothing to be found, if they travelled on 
farther. Yet was this water bitter, and not fit for 
men to drink : and not only so, but it was intoler- 
able even to the cattle themselves. 

2. When Moses saw how mudi the people were 
csst down, and that the occasion of it could not be 
eontradieted, for the people were not in the nature 
of a complete army of men, who might oppose a 
manly fintitnde to the necessity that distressed them ; 
the multitude of the children, and of the women 
ibo, bemgof too weak capacities to be persuaded by 
nsaon, blunted the courage of the men themselves, 
—he was therefore m ^reat difficulties, and made 
every body's calamity his own ; for they ran all of 
tfaem to mm, and begged of him ; the women beg- 
gsd for their infants, and the men for the women, 
that he woold not overlook them, but procure some 






■MS Mtai ■■Mm kara, thai ttto plno*. Mmr, v^h&n ihm 
Wciv, li mthA tf tte Bpiam anilnblUM MmrM, mmI 
MM iiwnillnni Ji«ra<A, All dOTlvtd from th* Helnww jr«r. 
(boMm, tlMt U hiMdkd TiM Bhtar Fountain bv Pltnjrhim. 
vaten Mmaia than to tbto tejr, aod art s Ul 1»lucr, aa 
wna aaj aod that ilMta art aiao akandaaea of iialni<<(Naa. 



wnvtr^iaa 



way or other for their deliverance. He therefon 
betook himself to prayer to God, that he would 
change the water from its present badness and make 
it fit for drinking. And when God had granted him 
that fiivour, he took the top of a stick that Uy down 
at his feet, and divided it in the middle, and made 
the section lengthways. He then let it down into 
the well, and persuaded the Hebrews that God had 
hearkened to his orayers, and had promised to ren- 
der the water sucn as they desired it to be, in case 
they would be subservient to him in what he should 
enjoin them to do, and this not after a remiss or 
negligent manner. And when they asked what 
they were to do in order to have the water changed 
for the better, he bid the strongest men among them 
that stood there, to draw up waterf and told them, 
that when the greatest part was drawn up, the re- 
mainder would be fit to drink : so they laboured at 
it till the water was so agitated and purged as to be 
fit to drink. 

3. And now removing from thence, they came to 
£lim ; which place looked well at a distance, for 
there was a ^ve of palm trees ; but when they 
came near to it, it appeared to be a bad place, for 
the palm-trees were no more than seventy ; and 
they were ill mwn and creeping trees, by the want 
of water, for tne country about was all parched, and 
no moisture sufficient to water them, and make them 
hopeful and useful, was derived to them from the 
fountains, which were in number twelve : they were 
rather a few moist places than springs, which not 
breaking out of the ground, nor running over, oould 
not sufficiently water the trees. And when they 
dug into the sand, they met with no water ; and if 
they took a few drops of it into their hands, they 
found it to be useless, on account of its mud. The 
trees also were too weak to bear fruit, for want of 
being sufficiently cherished and enlivened by the 
water. So they laid the blame on their conductor, 
and made heavy complaints against him ; and said 
that this their miserable state, and the experience 
they had of adversity, were owing to him ; for that 
they had then ioumeyed an enlare thirty davs, and 
had spent all the provisions they had brought with 

f Tha addltlona hcia 1o MoaMTi aeeouat of tha iwaatmlne of tha 
watOTs at Marah, mnaa dariTCd flrom wmim andant profkoa antbor, and 
ha fueh an aathor alao aa looha leu aathantia than aia aaaallr IbUowad 
hf Joaaphua. Philo baa not a ajrllabla of thaae additloas, nor any ether 
andenter writer that wa know of. Had JoMphiu written Iheee bi« An. 
tlqulUaa fbr the uea of Jaw*, ha wnuld hardly hava given thaas thaea 
very improbable drcninaUuMMi but writing to OeatllM, thatthaymighft 
not eompbUn of hia omieehm ot any aeeoonto of raeh mliaalea dertred 



, ^ ^ roeephoi 

own copy, taken out of tha temple, had aneh addttlone, or when any aa- 
eleataouemppllodibami or Indeed when they are di rived ftomJewWi, 
and when from Gentile antiquity,— wa oan fco no Ihrther than bare eon. 
Jactorea In euah eaera i only the notloas of Jew* weea g M w a W y eo dia 
Isrent from thoae of GeBtilm, that wa may aomctlmai make no impraba. 
Me eonfeoturea to wbldi eovt radi addttlone Mcng. Sea alw MMnewhat 
Ilka tbaM addltlona hi JaeephttTe araoont oT XUahali aaaUnt awaet tha 
bittar and barren tprtng near Jetiefao. War, b. Iv. dk rill. aeaC S 
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them ; and meeting with no relief, they were in a 
very desponding condition. And by fixing their 
attention upon nothing but their presentmisfortones, 
they were hindered from remembering what de- 
liverances they had received from God, and those 
by the virtae and wisdom of Moses also ; so they 
were rexy angry at their conductor, and were zeal- 
ous in their attempt to stone him, as the direct oc- 
casion of their present miseries. 

4. But as for Moses himself, while the multitude 
were irritated and bitterly set against him, he 
cheerfully relied upon God, and upon his conscious- 
ness of the care he had taken of these his own 
people : and he oame into the midst of them, even 
while they clamoured against him, and had stones 
in their hands in order to despatch him. Now he 
was of an agreeable presence, and very able to per- 
suade the people bv his speeches ; accordingly he 
began to mitigate their anger, and exhort them not 
to he over-mindful of their present adversities, lest 
they should thereby sufier the benefits that had 
formerly been bestowed on them to slip out of their 
memories ; and h^ desired them by no means, on 
account of their present uneasiness, to cast those 
great and wonderful fiivours and gifts, which ihey 
had obtained of God, out of their minds, but to ex- 
pect deliverance out of those their present troubles 
which they could not free themselves from, and this 
by the means of that Divine Providence which 
watched over them ; seeing it is probable that God 
tries their virtue, and exercises their patience by 
these adversities, that it may appear what fortitude 
they have, and what memory they retam of his 
former wonderful works in their favour, and whe- 
ther they will not think of them upon occasion of 
the miseries they now feel. He told them it ap- 
peared they were not really good men, either in 
patience, or in remembering what had been suc- 
oesafuUy done for them, sometimes by oontemnmg 
God and his comnoands, when by those commands 
they left the hmd of Egypt ; and sometimes by be- 
having themselves ill towards him who was the ser- 
vant of God, and this when he had never deceived 
them, either in what he said, or had ordered them 
to do by God's command. He also put them in 
mind of all that had passed : how the EgyptianB 
were destroyed when they attempted to detain them, 
contrary to the oommand of God ; and after what 
manner the very same rivers was to the others 
bloody, and not fit for drinking, but was to them 
sweet and fit for drinking ; and how they went a 
new xxMui through the sea, which fled a long way 
from them, by which very means they were them- 
selves preserved, but saw their enemies destroyed ; 
and that when they were m want of weapons, God 
gave them plenty of them : — and so he recounted 
all the particukur instances, how when Uiey were, in 
appearance, just going to be destroyed, God had 
saved them in a surprising manner ; that he had 
still tlie same power ; and that they ought not even 
now to despair of his providence over them ; and 
accordingly he exhorted them to continue quiet, and 
to consider that help would not come too late, 
though it come not unmediately, if it be present 
with them before they sufler any mat misfortune ; 
that they ought to reason thus : £at God delays to 
assist them, not because he has no regard to them, 
but because he will first try theur fortitude, and the 
oleasure they take in their freedom, that he may 
learn whether you have bouIs great enough to bear 
want of food, and scarcity of water, on its account ; 



or whether you rather love to be slaves, as cattle 
are slaves to such as own tliem, and feed them li- 
berally, but only in order to make them more useful 
in their service. That as for himself, he shall not 
be so much concerned for his own preservation ; 
for if he die unjustly, he shall not reckon it any 
affliction ; but that he is concerned for them, lest, 
by casting stones at him, they should be thought to 
condemn Grod himself. 

5. By this means Moses pacified the people, and 
restrained them from stoning him, and brought 
them to repent of what they were going to do ; and 
because he thought the necessity thev were under 
made their passion less unjustifiable, he thought he 
ought to apply himself to God by prayer and sup- 
plication ; andgoing up to an eminence, he requested 
of God for some succour for the people, and some 
way of deliverance from the want they were in, be- 
cause in him, and in him alone, was their hope of 
salvation : and he desired that he would forgive 
what necessity had forced the people to do, since 
such was the nature of mankind, hard to please, 
and very complaining under adversities. Accord- 
ingly God promised he would take care of them, 
and afibrd them the succour they were desirous of. 
Now when Moses had heard this from God, he came 
down to the multitude : but as soon as they saw hinx 
joyful at the promises he had received from Grod, 
thev changed tneir sad countenances into gladness. 
So ne pla<^ himself in the midst of them, and told 
them he came to bring them from God a deliverance 
from their present distresses. Accordingly a little 
niter came a vast number of quails, which is a bird 
more plentiful in this Arabian gulf than anywhere 
else, flying over the sea, and hovered over them, till 
wearied with their laborious flight, and, indeed, as 
usual, flying very near to the earth, they fell down 
upon the Hebrews, who caught them and satisfied 
their hunger with them, and supposed that this was 
the method whereby God meant to supply them with 
food. Upon which Moses returned thanks to God 
for affording them his assistance so suddenly^ and 
sooner than he had promised them. 

6. But presently after this first supply of food, 
he sent ^em a second ; for as Moses was lifting up 
his hands in prayer, a dew fell down ; and Moses, 
when he found it stick to his hands, supposed tliia 
was also come for food from Grod to tnem : he 
tasted it ; and perceiving that the people knew not 
what it was, and thought it snowed, and tliat it was 
what usually fell at that time of the year, he in- 
formed them that this dew did not fall from heaven 
after the manner they imagined, but came for their 
preservation and sustenance. So he tasted it, and 
gave them some of it, that they might be satisfied 
about what he told them. They also imitated their 
conductor, and were pleased with the food, for it 
was like honey in sweetness and pleasant taste, but 
like in its body to bdellium, one of the sweet spices, 
and in bigness equal to coriander seed. And very 
earnest they were in gathering it ; but they were 
enjoined to gather it equally ;* the measure of an 
omer for each one every day, because this food 
should not come in too small a quantity, lest the 
weaker might not be able to get their share, by 
reason of the overbearing of the strong in collecting 
it. However, these strong men, when they had 
gathered more than the measure appointed for them, 

• It Moms topM, ham what Mo*m (Bxod. stI. is), St Ttal (S Oor. 
vlfL IS), MHl Jowphiu ha«, lay, vooipared tacMher, chmt tka qvutiw 
Of mano* that Ml tUlly. and did not iratrlfy, «a* Just to miioh aa «nb» 
tfD an onMr a-pke^ UuKMigh tha whola host oT lanMl, aod no anon^ 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 



67 



^■^ B» motm liuui others, bat only tired themselves 
man in gathering it, for thev found no more than 
^ oner ^pieee ; and the saTaotage they got by 
vfatf «aa an paafl nous was none at all, it corrupting, 
mik by the worms breeding in it, and by its bitter- 
asK. So diYine and wonderftd a food was this ! 
I: dbe sapfilied the want of other sorts of food to 
sfaon that fed on it ; and even now, in all that 
^et, diis manna comes down in rain,* according 
» vbat Mae«B then obtained of God, to eend it to 
ibe people for their sustenance. Now the Hebrews 
oJ this fiiod manna ; for the particle man, in oor 
.as^sige, is the aaking of a question, What u tki$f 
do the Hebrews were very joyful at what was sent 
aea from beaven. Now they made use of this 
iMd fgr loriy years, or as long as they were in the 
vildcraeas. 

T. As flooB as they were removed thence, they 
oiae to R^liidim, being distreeeed to the last de- 
p«e b/ thirst ; and while in the foregoing days 
^er had lit on a few small fountains, but now found 
BK earth entirely destitute of water, they were in 
w r-ril ranr They again turned their anger against 
but he at first avoided the fury of the roul- 
and then betook himself to prayer to God, 
beseecfaiag him, that as he had given them food 
vien they were in the greatest want of it, bo he 
v^ild give them drink, since the favour of givinr 
them food was of no value to them while they had 
aufaiiig to drink : and God did not long deUy to 
give it them, but promised Moaes that he would 
yrocore them a fountain, and plenty of water from 
a place they did not expect any ; so he commanded 
kim to saEoite the rock which they saw lying there,t 
with his rod, and out of it to receive plenty of what 
they waated ; for he had taken care tluit drink 
ihcmld oome to them without any Ubour or pains- 
taking. When Moses had received this command 
from God, he came to the people, who waited for 
him, and looked upon him ; for tiiey saw already 
that he was coming apace from lus eminence. As 
soon as he was come, he told them that God would 
deliver them from their {Hresent distress, and had 
granted them an unexpected favour ; and informed 
them, that a liver should run for their sakes out of 
the rock ; bat they were amazed at that hearing, sup- 
pofiing they were of necessity to cut the rock in pieces, 
now they were distressed by their thunt, and by their 
ioumey — while Moses, oiUy smiting the rock with 
Lis rody opened a passage, and out of it burst water, 
and that in great abundance, and very clear ; but 
tiiey were astonished at this wonderful effect, and, 
MA it were, qoenclied their thirst by the very sight 
of it. So they drank this pleasant, Uiis sweet water ; 
and BQidi it seemed to be, as miffht well be expected 
where God was the donor. They were also in ad- 
minUioa how Moses was honoured by God ; and 
they made grateful returns of sacriiioes to God for 

* Tkte mmptmi, that ttie iw««tlMti«7^«w or nuuina, w oakbrntad In 
■uruMt tuwfmxritrr rathon, »< fidltnc (uoally inAimbtk, was of th* 
ntf lam* man with Ukla manna wnt to tin IsmalllCN, Mvottn mora of 
6«&aam tihaaof JadAbna or ChrlMlaaltjr. It Is not Improbabla Ui»t 
aaawaociMt Ocntfla auttor, nad by Jowphoa. to thoucbfct ^or would 
1m hen eootradiet htm ; thuuffh Jutt bafore. and AnUq. b. Ir. oh. 111. 
ma. fl, te iiiMW diraetly to allow that It had not bMn iccn baftm. 
■amvar. tkte ihod tram haavtn U ban daaeribad to be Uka tnow ; and 
k Anaranaa, * liaatlian writer. It la eomparad to meal, *'Uka to oat- 
maO, la aohmr lilw to now, n^ncd down by Ood" (Sv^ay on tha old 
Tm. AppmA. P. Sa») ; but aa to Uit deiivattoo of tha word fitaffiia, 
*lM(btr Km mwL whiah JoMphoa niya than ..limlflad W%ml bUt w 
bm intiiaalfc. toUvUt. i. «. « iMdtmd or porffoa allottad to ararv one. It 
h iinianaln; T Indlaa (e tba iMtar dartvatlon. ThU manna Im mllad 
•atdfjr^ (FMri. butrbl. 9t), and by oar Saviour (John f 1. 81, fita.), aa 
««0 athft\ apbiu h«r« and alaowhan { Antlq. b. Ul. eh. t. aact. 3), aaid 
tvbaamithaJowafVMBbaaran. ^ „ ^ ^^ 

\ Thia r«A k tbai« attbla day. aa tha travaDara agraa, and muat ba 
tft* man %hu waa tfaara la tha daya of Maaaa, aa bainc too lama to ba 
i>Miisht thithar by imr modara aanlofaa. 
P 2 



his providence towards them. Now that Scripture 
whicli is laid up in the temple,:^ iufurms us, how 
God foretold to Moses, that water should in this 
be derived out of the rock. 



CHAPTER II. 

HOW THB AMALBKITES, AND THE NElOHBOnRXlie 
NATIONS, MADE WAE WITH THE HEBREWS, AND 
WERE BEATEN, AND LOST A GREAT PART OP THEIR 
ARMY. 

§ 1. The name of the Hebrews began already to 
be everywhere renowned, and rumours about them 
ran abroad. This made the inhabitants of Uioro 
countries to be in no small fear. Accordingly tliey 
sent ambassadors to one another, and exhorted one 
anotlier to defend themselves, and to endeavour to 
destroy those men. Those that induced the rest to 
do so, were such as inhabited Gobolitis and Petra. 
They were called AnalekiUs, and were tlie most 
warlike of the nations that lived thereabout ; and 
whose kings exhorted one another and their neigh- 
bours to go to this war against the Hebrews ; telhng 
tliera that an army of strangers, and such a one as 
had run away from slavery mider the Egyptians, 
Uy in wait to ruin them ; which army they were 
not, in common prudence and regard to then* own 
safety, to overlook, but to crush them before they 
gather strength, and come to be in prosperity ; and 
perhaps attack them first in a hostile manner, as 
presuming upon our indolence in not attacking them 
before ; and that we ought to avenge ourselves of 
tliem for what fiiey have done in the wilderness, 
but that this cannot be so well done when they have 
once laid their hands on our cities and our goods ; 
that those who endeavour to crush a power in its 
first rise, are wiser than those that endeavour to 
put a stop to its progress when it is become for- 
midable ; for tliese hist seem to be angiy only at the 
flourishing of otliers, but tlie former do not leave 
any room for their enemies to become troublesome 
to them. After they had iont such ambassages to 
the neighbouring nations, and among one another, 
they resolved to attack the Hebrews in battle. 

2. These proceedings of the people of those coun- 
tries occasioned perplexity and trouble to Moses, 
who expected no such warlike preparations ; and 
when these nations were ready to fight, and tlie 
multitude of tlie Hebrews were obliged to try the 
fortune of war, they were in a mighty disorder, and 
in want of all necessaries, and yet were to make 
war with men who were thoroughly well prepared 
for it. Then, therefore, it was that Moses began 
to encourage them, to exhort them to have a good 
heart, and rely on God's assiBtance, by which they 
had been advanced into a state of freedom, and to 
hope for victoiy over those who werercAdy to fight 
with them, in order to deprive them of that bless^ 
ing I that they were to suppose their own army to 
bo numerous, wanting nothing, neither weapons, 
nor money, nor provisions, nor such other conveni- 
encies as, when men are in possession of, they fight 
undauntedly ; and that they are to judge themselves 
to have all these advantages in the divine assistance. 



t Kota bara, that tbaman book of tba 
arar mid to ba laid up la tba holy boaaa Itac- . ^ 
tau^ aa bam, aomawhara within tha Umllaortha 
only. Saa Aattq.b.r.eb. I. aaat. 17. 
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They are also to suppose the enemy's army to be 
Bmail, unarmed, weak, and such as want those con> 
reniencies which they know must be wanted, when 
it is God's will that they shall be beaten ; and how 
valuable Grod's assistance is, they had experienced 
in abundance of trials ; and those such as were 
more terrible than war, for that is only against 
men ; but these were against famine and thirst, 
things indeed that are in their own nature insuper- 
able ; as also against mountains, and that sea which 
afforded them no way for escaping ; yet had all 
these difficulties being conquered by Good's gracious 
kindness to them. So he exhorted them to be 
courageous at this time, and to look upon their 
entire prosperity to depend on the present conquest 
of their enemies. 

3. And with these words did Moees encourage 
the multitude, who then called together the princes 
of their tribes and their chief men ; both separately 
and conjointly. The young men he churged to 
obey their elders, and the elders to hearken to their 
leader. So the people were elevated in their minds, 
and ready to try their fortune in battle, and hoped 
to be thereby at length delivered from all their mi- 
series : nay, they desired that Moses would imme- 
diately lead them against their enemies without the 
least delay, that no backwardness miffht bo a hin- 
derance to theur present resolution. So Moses sorted 
all that were fit for ¥^ar into different troops, and 
set Joshua, the son of Nun, of the tribe of Ephraim, 
over them ; one that was of great courage, and pa- 
tient to undergo labours ; of great abilities to un- 
derstand, and to speak what was proper ; and very 
serious in the worship of God ; and indeed made, 
like another Moses, a teacher of piety towards God. 
He also appointed a small party of»the armed men 
to be near the water, and to take care of the chil- 
dren, and the women, and of the entire camp. So 
that whole night they prepared themselves for the 
battle ; they took their weapons, if any of them had 
such sfl were well made, and attended to their com- 
manders as ready to rush forth to the battle as soon 
as Moses should give the word of command. Moses 
also kept awake, teaching Jodiua after what man- 
ner he should order his camp. But when the day 
began, Moses called for Joshua again, and exhorted 
him to approve himself in deeds sudi a one as his 
refutation made men expect from him ; and to 
gam glory by the present expedition, in the opinion 
of those under him, for his exploits in this battle. 
He also gave a particular exhortation to the princi- 
pal men of the Hebrews, and encouraged the whole 
army as it stood armed before him. And when he 
had thus animated the army, both by his words and 
works, and preparedevery thing, he retired toamoun- 
tain, and committed the army to Grod and to Joshua. 

4. So the armies joined battle ; and it came to a 
dose fight, hand to hand, both sides showing great 
aUcrity, and encouraging one another. And indeed 
while Moses stretched out his hand towards hea- 
ven,* the .Hebrews were too hard for the Amale- 
kites : but Moses not being able to sustain his 

• Thb •nlneat dreimntMiea, tiiat white Homi handi wars lift np 
ftovrwd* hMveo, tb« IanMlit«« pravaUed, wad white thiy w«i« tet down 
towanU Um caith, the Anuaekile* prevailed, Hcne to me the earlieit 
taitlibadoa w» have of the proper poatnfe naed of old In toleinD prayn, 
which waa the stictohlng out of the hands [and ejreej towards heavan, 
as other passsges of the Old and New Testament loform u. Najr, by 
the wajr, this posture seenu to have oontinued in the Chrtetlan ehureh, 
till the cten(7, iasUiad of teaming their prayers by heart, read them oat 
of a boolu wUeh te in a great mt-asun inconsistent with each an etevated 
posture, and which sei-ins to me to have been only a teter practioe, in- 
troduosd undflr the ootrupt state of theehuroh; though tlie constant 
use of divina ftnrmi of pnjer, pral»e, and thanksgiving, appean to me 
to have been the pmetloe of Qods p«)pte, patrlaroba, Jawa, and Ohrte. 
tlans. In all the past agea. 



liands, thus stretched out (for as often as he let 
down his hands, so often were his own people 
worsted) he bad his brother Aaron, and Hur theii 
sister Miriam's husband, to stand on each side of 
him, and take hold of his hands, and not permit his 
weariness to prevent it, but to assist him in the ex- 
tension of his hands. When this was done, the 
Hebrews conquered the Amalekites by main force ; 
and indeed they had all perished, unless the ap- 
proach of the night had not obliged the Hebrew's to 
desist from killing any moro. So our forefathers 
obtained a most signal and most seasonable victory ; 
for they not only overcame those that fought against 
them, but terrified also the neighbouring nations, and 
got great and splendid advantages, which they ob- 
tained of their enemies by their hard pains in this 
battle : for when they had taken the enemy's camp, 
they got ready booty for the public, and for their 
own private families, whereas till then they had not 
any sort of plenty, of even necessary food. The 
forementioned battle, when they had once got it, 
was also the occasion of their prosperity, not only 
for the present, but for the future ages also ; for 
they not only made slaves of the bodies of their 
enemies, but subdued their minds also, and after 
this battle, became terrible to all that dwelt round 
about them. Moreover, they acquired a vast quan- 
tity of riches ; for a great deal of silver and gold was 
left in the enemy's camp ; as also brazen vessels, 
which they made common use of in their funilies ; 
many utensils also that were embroidered, there 
were of both sorts, that is of what wero weaved, and 
what were the ornaments of then: armour, and 
other things that served for use in the £unily, and 
for the furniture of their rooms ; they got also the 
prey of their cattle, and of whatsoever uses to fol- 
low camps, when they remove from one pUboe to 
another. So the Hebrews now valued themselves 
upon their courage, and claimed great merit for 
their valour ; and they perpetually inured them- 
selve to take pains, by which they deemed every 
difficulty might be surmounted. Such were the 
consequences of this baf Ue. 

6. On the next day, Moses stripped the dead 
bodies of their enemies, and gathered together the 
armour of those that were fled, and gave rewards 
to such as had signalized themselves in the action ; 
and highly commended Joshua, their general, who 
was attested to by all the army, on account of the 

Seat actions he had done. Nor was any one of the 
ebrews slain ; but the slain of the enemy's army- 
were too many to be enumerated. So Moses of- 
fered sacrifices of thanksnving to Grod, and built 
an altar, which he named The Lord tk€ Conqueror. 
He also foretold that the Amalekites should utterly 
be destroyed ; and that hereafter none of them 
should remain, because they fought against the He- 
brews, and this when they were in the wilderness, 
and in their distress also. Moreover, he refreshed 
the army with feasting. And thus did they fight 
this first battle with those that ventured to oppose 
them, after they were eone out of Egypt But when 
Moses had celebrated this festival for the victory, 
he permitted the Hebrews to rest for a few days, 
and then he brought them out after the fight, in 
order of battle ; for they had now many solcuers in 
light armour. And going mdually on, he came to 
mount Sinai, in three monUis' time after they were 
removed out of Egypt ; at which mountain, as we 
have before related, the vision of the fiush, and the 
otl\er wonderful appearances, had happened. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THAT MOSES KINDLY KECBITSD HIS FATHBB-IIf-LAW, 
JETHBO) WHEN HE CAME TO HIM TO MOVNT SINAI. 

Now whai Ragael, Moses's fatlier>in-lawy imder- 
■tood in what a proeperoos conditioQ his affairs were, 
he wiltingly oame to meet him. And Moees took 
Sppoiahy his wife, and his children, and pleased 
bimaelf with his ooming. And when he had offered 
aaerifioe, he made a feast for the multitude, near 
the Bush he had formerly seen ; whioh multitude, 
eyery one, according to their families, partook of 
the feast. But Aaron and his family took Ragnel, 
and sung hymns to God, as to him who had been 
the author and wocurer of their deliverance, and 
theur freedom. They also pnused their conductor, 
as him by whoee virtue it was that all things had 
soeoeeded so well with them. Raguel also, in his 
eacfaaristical oration to Moses, made great enco- 
miums upon the whole multitude : and he could not 
but admire Moses for his fortitude, and that hu- 
maai^ he had shown in the delivery of his friends. 



CHAPTER IV. 

HOW EAOUKL SUGGESTED TO MOSES TO SET HIS PEO- 
njl IN OBJ>RR, UNDER THEIR RULEBS OF THOU- 
SANDS, AND RULEBS OF HUNDREDS, WHO LIVED 
WITHOUT ORDER BEFORE ; AND HOW MOSES COM- 
nJED IN ALL THINGS WITH HIS FATHER-IN- LA W's 
ADMONITION. 

§ 1. The next day, as Raguel saw Moees in the 
inidst of a crowd of business (fbr he determined the 
differences of thoee that refexred them to him, every 
one Btili going to hun, and supposing that they 
should then only obtam justice, if he were the ar- 
tntiator ; and those that lost their causes thought 
it no harm while they thought they lost them justly 
and not by partiaUty) j Raguel, however, said 
nothing to him at that time, as not desirous to be 
any hinderance to such as had a mind to make use 
of the virtue of their conductor. But afterward he 
took him to himself, and when he had him alone, he 
mstmotsd him m what he ought to do ; and advised 
mm to kave the trouble of lesser causes to others, 
Duthimself to take care of the greater, and of the 
peon's safety ; for that certain others of the He- 
brews mi^t be found that were fit to determine 
ttoses, hot that nobody but a Moses could take 
care of ihe safety of so many ten thousands. ^ Be 
not, therefore," says he, « msensible of thme own 
»tttne, and what thou hast done by ministering 
tmd« God to the people's preservation. Permit, 
wrefore, the detemunation of common causes to 
be done hj others, but do thou reserve Myself to 
the attendaaee on God only, and look out for me- 
^ods of preserving the multitude from their present 
vBtras. Make use of the method I suggest to you, 
JB to human aibirB ; and take a review of the army, 
and ^point chosen rulers over tens of thousands, 
sod flwn over thousands ; then divide them into 
five hnndredsy and again into hundreds, and into 
fifties ; and set rulers over each of them, who may 
distiitgaish them into thirties, and keep tihem in 
•vder ; md «t iMt number them by twenties and bv 
tens : and let tlMir b« one commander over each 



number, to be denominated from the number of 
those over whom they are rulers, but such as the 
whole multitude have tried« and do approve of, as 
being good and righteous men ;* and let those rulers 
decide the controversies they have one with another. 
But if any great cause arise, let them bring the 
cognisance of it before the rulers of a higher dig- 
nity ; but if any great difficulty arise tuit is too 
hard for even their determination, let them send it 
to thee. By these means two advantages will be 
gained ; the Hebrews will have justice done them, 
and thou wilt be able to attend constantly on God, 
and procure him to be more favourable to the 
people.'' 

2. This was the admonition of Raguel ; and 
Moees received his advice very kindly, and acted 
according to his suggestion. Nor did he conceal 
the invention of this method, nor pretend to it him- 
self, but informed the multitude who it was that 
invented it : nay, he has named Raguel in the hooka 
he wrote, as the person who invented this ordering 
of the people, as thinking it right to nve a true tes- 
timony to worthy persons, although he might have 
gotten reputation by ascribing to mmself the inven- 
tions of other men ; whence we mav leam the vir- 
tuous disposition of Moses : hut of such his dis- 
position, we shall have proper occasion to speak in 
other pUces of these books. 



CHAPTER V. 

HOW MOSES ASCENDED UP TO MOUNT SINAI, AND 
RECEIVED LAWS FROM GOD, AND DKLIVXRIB 
THEM TO THE HEBREWS. 

I 1. Now Moses called the multitude together, and 
told them that he was going from them unto mount 
Sinai to converse with God ; to receive from him, 
and to bring back with him, a certain oracle ; but 
he enjoined them to pitch their tents near the 
mountain, and prefer the habitation that was nearest 
to God, before one more remote. When he had 
said this, he ascended up to mount Sinai, which is 
the highest of all th& mountains that are in that 
country ,t and b not only very difficult to be as- 
cended by men, on account of its vast altitude, hut 
because of the sharpness of its precipices also ; nay, 
indeed, it cannot be looked at without pain of the 
eyes : and besides this, it was terrible and inacces- 
sible, on account of the rumour that passed about, 
tliat God dwelt there. But the Hebrews removed 
their tents as Moses had bidden them, and took 
possession of the lowest parts of the mountain ; and 
were elevated in their minds, in expectation that 
Moses would return from God with promises of the 
good things he had proposed to them. So they 
feasted and waited for their conductor, and kept 
themselves pure as in other respects, and not ac- 

' Thb maoner of elscting the Judge* «ad oflloen of the IixMlltM bj 
the tntimoolae mn&uuBngmoCthe people, belbn they wereordaliuxl by 
God, or by Moaec, dreerree to be oaivftiU; noted, beeeuM It wae the paiu 
tern of the lUce manner of the ehoioa and ordlnattoti of BUhope, Preeby 
ter». Bad Deaeona, in the Chrleiian churoh. 

f Blnoe this moaouUn, dlnal, U here taid U> be the higheet of all the 
moontaiiu that are to that ooantry. It must be that now oalhd St. Xa> 
therine**, which ia 0Qe<4h«rd higher than that within a mile of It, now 
ealfed Sinai, ae Mens. Theveaot inr>.nns its, Trareii, oart 1. ehap. zxlU. 
p. 108. The other name of t^ Hnreb, Im never need by Joaephue, and 
peiikapa wae lie name among the Egyptlane only, whence the lanwUtee 
were latdy oome, m Slnal wae it< name among the Amblane. Onniianitee, 
and other natiooa. ▲ooonllngiy, when (1 Kings is. &) the Soriptuie 
nya that Eig<^ oame to Horeb, the mount of Ood, Jowphu* jnatly nyi 
lAntlq. hi Till. chap. xHL wet. 7), that he came to the mountain eallrd 



Sinai : and Jeremt, h««e cited by Dr. Hudeon,. nn. I 
mountain to have two namee, Sinai and Choreb. •Se If ( 
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oompftnying with their wivee for three days, as he 
had before ordered them to do. And they prayed 
to God that he would fiiyoiiiably receive Moses in 
his oonversing with him, and bestow some such 
gilt upon them by which they might live welh They 
also lived more plentifixUy as to their diet ; and put 
on their wives and children more ornamental and 
decent clothing than they usually wore. 

2. So they passed two days in this way of feast- 
ing ; but on the third day, before the sun was up, 
a cloud spread itself over the whole camp of the 
Hebrews, such a one as none liad before seen, and 
•noompasBed the place where they had pitched their 
tents ; and while all the i ^ t of the air was clear, 
there came strong winds, that raised up large 
showers of rain, which became a mighty tempest 
There was also such lightning, as was terrible to 
those that saw it ; and thunder with its thunder- 
bolts, were sent down, and declared God to be there 
present in a gracious way to such as Moses desired 
be should be gracious. Now, as to these matters, 
aveiy one of my readers may think as he pleases ; 
but I am under a necessity of relating this history 
as it is described in the sacred books. This sight, 
•od the amazing sound that came to their ears, dis- 
turbed the Hebrews to a prodigious degree, for they 
were not such as they were accustomed to ; and 
then the rumour that was spread abroad, how God 
frequented that mountain, greatly astomshed their 
minds, so they sorrowfully contained themselves 
within their tents, as both supposing Moses to be 
destroyed by the divine wrath, and expecting the 
like destruction for themselves. 

8. When they were under these apprehensions, 
Hoses appeared as jovful and greatly exalted. 
When they uw him, they were freed from their 
fear, and admitted of more comfortable hopes as to 
what was to oome. The air also was become dear 
and pure of its former disorders, upon the appear- 
ance of Moses ; whereupon he called together the 
people to a oongregatipn, m order to their hearing 
what God would sav to them : and when they were 
gathered together, he stood on an eminence whence 
they might all hear him, and said, « God has received 
me gradoosly, O Hebrews, as he has formerly done, 
and has suggested a happv method of living for you, 
and an order of politiaJgovemment,'andisnow 
present in the camp : I therefore charge you, for 
his sake and the sake of his works, and what we 
have done by his means, that yo^. do not put a low 
value on what I am |^ing to say, because the com- 
mands have been given by me that now deliver 
them to ^ou, nor became it is the tongue of a man 
that dehvers them to you ; but if you have a due 
resard to the ^peat importance of the things them- 
selves, you will understand the greatness of him 
whose institutions they are, and who has not dis- 
dained to communicate them to me for our common 
advantage ; for it is not to be supposed that the 
author <tt these institutions is barely Moses, the son 
of Amram and Jochebed, but he who obliged the 
Nile to run bloody for your sakes, and tamed the 
haughtiness of the Egyptians by various sorts of 
jud^ents ; he who provided a way through the 
sea for us ; he who contrived a method of sending 
us food from heaven, when we were distressed for 
want of it ; he who made the water to issue out of 
a rock, when we had very little of it before ; he by 
whose means Adam was made to partake of the 
fruits both of the land and of the sea ; he by whose 
Noah escaped the deluge; he by whose 



means our forefsther Abraham, of a wandering pil- 
grim, was made the heir of the land of Canaan ; he 
by whose means Isaac was bona of parents that were 
very old ; he by whose means Jacob was adorned 
with twelve virtuous sons ; he by whose means Jo- 
seph became a potent lord over the Eg)'ptians : he 
it is who conveys these instructions to you by me as 
his interpreter. And let them be to you venerable, 
and contended for more earnestly by you tlum your 
own children and your own wives ; for if you will 
follow them, you will lead a happy life ; you will 
enjoy the land fruitful, the sea calm, and the fruit 
of the womb bom complete, as nature requires ; 
you will be also terrible to your enemies : for I 
have been admitted into the presence of God, and 
been made a hearer of his ineoxruptible voice ; so 
great is his concern for your nation, and its dura- 
tion." 

4. When he had said this, he brought the people, 
with their wives and children, so near the mountain, 
that they might hear Grod himself speaking to them 
about the precepts which they were to practise ; 
that the energy of what should he spoken might not 
be hurt by its utterance by that tonsue of a man, 
which could but imperfecUy deliver it to their un- 
derstanding. And Uiey all heard a voice that came 
to all of them from above, insomuch that no one of 
these words escaped them, which Moses wrote on 
two tables ; which it is not lawful for us to set down 
directly, but their import we will declare.* 

5. The first commandment teaches us, That there 
is but one (xod, and that we ought to worship him 
only ; — the second commands us not to make the 
image of any living creature to worship it ; — ^the 
third. That we must not swear by God in a &1bo 
matter ; — ^the fourth. That we must keep the 
seventh day, by resting from all sorts of work ; — 
the fifth, That we must honour our parents ; — the 
sixth. That we must abstain from murder ; — the 
seventh, That we must not commit adultery ; — tlie 
eighth. That we must not be guilty of theft ; — the 
ninth. That we must not bear false witness ; — the 
tenth. That we must not admit of the desire of any 
tiling that is another's. 

6. Now when the multitude had heard God him- 
self giving those precepts which Moses had di»- 
couTMd of, they rejoiced at what was said ; and the 
congregation was dissolved : but on the following 
days they came to his tent, and desired him to bring 
them, besides, other laws from God. Accordingly 
he appointed such laws, and afterwards informed 
tliem m what manner they should act in all eases ; 
which laws 1 shall make mention of in their proper 
time ; but 1 shall reserve most of those laws for 
another work,t and make there a distinct explioa- 
tion of them. 

7. When matters were brought to this state, 
Moses went up aeain to mount Sinai, of which he 
had told them beforehand. He made his ascent in 
their sight ; and while he staid there so long a time 
(for he was absent from them forty days), fear 
seized upon the Hebrews, lest Moses should have 
come to any harm : nor was there any thing else 
BO sad, and that so much troubled them, as this 
snpposal that Moses was perished. Now ^ere was 
a variety in their sentiments about it ; some sabring 

• or tlUs and ttwOiv Mn rapmtlUotu netlOB of OM PharbMs, 
whksb JoMphiM oomplM with, m* Um not* on AaU^ h. IL cha^ xiL 
Met.4L 

t ThlsotlMrimkorJ«n|*«i»btnf«ftii«dlaL NMMtobtChatwfafeb 
doHMtappMr to have b«tn cvw pttUlahad, whhBh ]r«ft bm taUMHd to 

S- Olih. afiDttt tHe nasMa of mutf «r Um li«» of Kmm : ttf wUeh M« 
■eit €B tlM FMOMi, nai. 4, 
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that he was fallen among wild beasts ; and those 
that were of this opinion were chiefly such as were 
ill-dispoeed to him ; but others said that he was 
departed, and gone to God ; but the wiser sort were 
fed by tiieir reason to embrace neither of those 
opinions, with any satisfaction, thinking, that as it 
was a thing that sometimes happens to men to fall 
among wild beasts, and perish that way, so it was 
probable enough &at he might depart and go to 
God, on account of his virtue ; they therefore were 
qaiet, and expected the event : vet were they ex- 
ceeding sorry upon the supposal uuit they were de- 
prived of a governor and a protector, such a one in- 
deed as they could never recover again ; nor would 
this suspicion give them leave to expect any com- 
fortable event about this man, nor could they pre- 
vent their trouble and melancholy upon this occa- 
sion. However, the camp durst not remove all this 
while, because Moses had bidden them afore to stay 
there. 

8. But when the forty days, and as many nights, 
were over, Moses came down, having tasted nothing 
of food usually appointed for the nourishment of 
men. His appearance filled the army with gUdness, 
and he declared to them what care God had of them, 
tnd by what manner of conduct of their lives they 
might live happily ; telling them, that during tliese 
da}'s of his absence he hXd suggested to him also 
that he would have a tabernacle built for him, into 
which he would descend when he came to them ; 
uid how we should carry it. about with us when we 
remove from this place ; and that there would be 
no longer any occasion for going up to mount Sinai, 
but that he would himself come and pitch his taber- 
nacle amongst us, and be present at our prayers ; 
AS also, that the tabernacle should be of such mea- 
sures and construction as he had sho^n him ; and 
that you are to fall to the work, and prosecute ife 
diligently. When he had said this, he showed 
them the two tables, with the ten commandments 
en^ven upon them, five upon each table : andtho 
wnting was by the hand of God. 



CHAPTER VI. 

C0XCUIKI56 THB TABERNACLB WHICH MOSES BUILT 
IN TUB WILDE&NKSS FOR THB HONOUR OF GOD, 
IRD WHICH SEBMBD TO BB A TEMPLE. 

8 I* Hbrbvpott the Israelites rejoiced at what they 
had seen and heard of their conductor, and were 
uot wanting in diligence according to their ability ; 
for they brought silver, and gold, and brass, and of 
the best sorts of wood, and such as would not at 
all decay by putrefaction ; camels' hair also, and 
tibeep-ddns, some of them dyed of a blue colour, 
sod 9otDB of a scarlet ; some brought the flower for 
the purple colour, and others for white, with wool 
dyed by the flowers aforementioned ; and fine linen 
ud predoos stones, which those that use costiy or- 
oaments set in ouches of gold ; they brought also a 
great quantity of spices ; for of these materials did 
Hoses build the tabernacle, which did not at all 
differ from a moveable and ambuUtory temple, 
l^ow when tliese things were brought together witii 
great dlKgenoe, (for every one was ambitious to 
farther the work even beyond their ability,) he set 
^Hutects over the works, and this by the command 
<tf God ; and indeed the very same which the people 



themselves would have chosen, had the election beeii 
allowed to them. Now their names are set down ih 
writing in the sacred books ; and they were these : 
Besaleel the son of Uri, of the tribe of Judah, tile 
grandson of Mariam, the sister of their conductor ; 
and Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe cif 
Dan. Now the people went on with what they had 
undertaken with so great alacrity, that Moses waa ; 
obliged to restrain them, by making proclamation, 
that what had been brought was sufficient, as the 
artificers had informed him ; so they fell to work 
upon the building of tiie tabernacle. Moses alao 
informed them, according to the direction of Grod, 
both what the measur^^were to be, and its large- 
ness ; and ho.w many vessels it ought to contain for 
the use of the sacrifices. The women also were 
ambitious to do their parts, about the garments of 
tiie priests, and about other things that would be 
wanted in tins work, both for ornament and for the 
divine service itself. 

2. Now when all things were prepared, the gold, 
and the silver, and the brass, and what was woven, 
Moses, when he had appointed beforehand that 
there should be a festival, and that sacrifices should 
be offered according to every one's ability, reared 
up the tabernacle ;* and when he had measured 
the open court, fifty cubits broad and a hundred 
long, he set up brazen pillars, five cubits high, 
twenty on. each of the longer sides, and ten pillars 
for the breadth behind ; every one of the pillars 
also had a ring. Their chapiters were of silver, but 
their bases were of brass : tiiey resembled the sharp 
ends of spears, and were of brass, fixed into the 
ground. Cords were also put through the ringSj 
and were tied at their fkrther ends to brass nails of 
a cubit long, which, at every pillar, were driven into 
the floor, and would keep me tabernacle from heme 
shaken by the violence of winds ; but a curtain <n 
fine soft linen went round all the pillars, and hung 
down in a flowing and loose manneir from their 
chapiters, and enclosed the whole space, and seemed 
not at all unlike to a wall about it. And this was 
the structtdBLthree of the sides of this inclosure ; 
but as for w^ourth side, which was fifty cubits in 
extent, and was the front of the whole, twenty cubits 
of it were for the opening of the gates, wherein 
stood two pillars on each side, after the resemblanee 
of op^n ffates. These were made wholly of silver, 
and polished, and that all over, excepting the baseSy 
which were of hnes. Now on each side of the 
^tes there stood three pillars, which were inserted 
mto the concave bases of the gates, and were suited 
to them ; and round them was drawn a curtain of 
fine linen ; but to tiie gates themselves, which were 
twenty cubits in extent, and five in height, the cur- 
tain was composed of purple, and scarlet, and blue, 
and fine linen, and embroidered with many and 
divers sorts of figures, excepting the figures of ani- 
mals. Within these gates was the brazen laver for 
purification, having a basm beneath of the like 
matter, whence the priests might wash their hands 
and sprinkle their feet ; and this was the oma- 
mentad construction of the inclosure about the court 
of the tabernacle, which was exposed to the open 
air. 

3. As to the tabernacle itself, Moses placed it in 
the middle of that court, with its front to the east, 
that, when the sun arose, it might send its first rays 

« Of thU Ubernad« of Momi, wlUt Ita NT«iml Mrti and Ainltuiv* 
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upon it Its length, when it was set up, was thirty 
eubitB, and its breadth was twelve [ten] cubits. 
The one of its walls was on the south, and &e other 
was es^^sed to the north, »ad on the back part of 
it remained the west It was necessary that its 
height should be equal to its breadth [ten cubits]. 
There were also pillars made of wood, twenty on 
each side ; they were wrought into a quadrangular 
figrore, in breadth a cubit and a half, but tiie thick- 
liess was four fingers : they had thin plates of gold 
affixed to them on both sides, inwardly and out- 
wardly : they had each of them two tenons belong- 
ing to them, inserted into their bases, and these 
were of silver, in each of which bases there was a 
socket to receive the tenon ; but the pillars on the 
west wall were six. Now all these tenons and 
sockets accurately fitted one another, insomuch that 
the joints were invisible, and both seemed to be one 
entire and united wall. It was also covered with 
gold, both within and without. The numberof pil- 
lars, was equal on the opposite sides, and there were 
on each part twenty, and every one of them had the 
third part of a span in thickness ; so that the num- 
ber of thirty cubits were fully made up between 
them ; but as to the wall behind, where the six 
piUars made up together only nine cubits, they made 
two other pillars, and cut them out of one cubit, 
which they placed in the comers, and made them 
equally fine with the other. Now every one of the 
pillarB had rings of gold affixed to their fronts out- 
ward, as if they had taken root in the pillars, and 
stood one row over affainst another round about, 
through which were mserted bajrs gilt over with 
gold, each of them five cubits long, and these bound 
together the pillars, the head of one bar running 
into another, after the nature of one tenon inserted 
into another ; but for the wall behind, there was 
but one row of bars that went through all the pil- 
lars, into which row ran the ends of the bars on each 
side ef the longer waUs ; the male with its female 
being so fastened in their joints, that Uiey held the 
whole firmly together ; and for this reason was all 
this joined so fast together, that the tabernacle 
might not be shaken, either by the winds, or by 
any other means, but that it might preserve itself 
quiet and immoveable continually. 

4. As for the inside, Moses pelted its length into 
three partitions. At the distance of ten cubits firom 
the most secret end, Moses placed four pillax^, the 
workmanship of which was tiie very same with that 
of the rest ; and they stood upon the like bases with 
them, each a small matter distant from his fellow. 
Now the room within those piUars was the most 
holy place ; but the rest of the room was the taber- 
nacle, which iiras open for the priests. However, 
this proportion of tne measures of the tabernacle 
proved to be an imitation of the system of the world : 
for that third part thereof which was within the 
four pillars, to which the priests were not admitted, 
is, as it were, a Heaven peculiar to God ; but the 
apace of the twenty cubits, is, as it were, sea and 
land, on which men live, and so this part is peculiar 
to the priests only : but at the front, where ^e en- 
tnnce was made, they placed piUars of gold, that 
stood on bases of brass, in number seven ; but then 
they spread over the tabernacle veils of fine linen 
and purple, and blue, and scarlet colours, embroid- 
ered. The first veil was ten cubits every way, and 
thiB they spread over the pillars which parted the 
temple, and kept the moat holy phtoe concealed 
within ; and this veil wm tibat which made this 



part not 'nsible to any* Now the whole temple was 
called The Holy Plaee ; but that part which was 
withip the four pillars, and to whicn none were ad- 
mitted, was called The Holy of Holieg, This veil 
was very ornamental, and embroidered with all sorts 
of flowers which the earth produces ; and there were 
interwoven into it all sorts of variety that mi^ht be 
an ornament, excepting the forms of animals. 
Another veil there was which covered the five pil- 
lars ^t were at Uie entrance. It was like the for* 
mer in its magnitude, and texture, and colour ; and 
at the o<«mer of every pillar a ring retained it from 
the top downwards half the depth of the pillars, the 
other half affording an entrance for the priests, who 
crept under it. Over this there was a veil of linen, 
of the same largeness with the former : it was to 
be drawn this way or that way by cords, the rings 
of which, fixed to the texture of the veil, and to the 
cords also, were subservient to the drawing and un- 
drawing of the veil, and to the fastening it at the 
comer, that then it might be no hinderanoe to the 
view of the sanctuary, especially on solemn days ; 
but that on other days, and especially when the 
weather was inclined to snow, it might be expand- 
ed, and afford a covering to the veU of divers co- 
lours ; whence that custom of ours is derived, of 
having a fine linen veil, after the temple has been 
built, to be drawn over the entrances ; but the ten 
other curtains were four cubits in breadth, and 
twenty-eight in length ; and had golden clasps, in 
order to join the one curtain to the other, which 
was done so exacUy that they seemed to be one 
entire curtain. These were spread over the temple, 
and covered all the top and parts of the walls, on 
the sides and behind, so far as within one cubit of 
the ground. There were other curtains of the same 
breiMth with these, but one more in number, and 
longer, for they were thirty cubits long ; but these 
were woven with hair, with the like subtility as 
those of wool were noade, and were extended loosely 
down to the ground, appearing like a triangular 
front and elevation at tiie gates, the eleventh cur* 
tain being used for this very purpose. There were 
also other curtains made of skins above these, which 
afforded covering and protection to those that were 
woven, both in hot weather, and when it rained ; 
and great was the surprise of those who viewed 
these curtains at a distance, for they seemed not 91^ 
all to differ from the colour of the sky ; but those 
that were made of hair and of skins, reached down 
in the same manner as did the veil at the gates, and 
kept off the heat of the sun, and what injury the 
rains might do ; and after this manner was the ta- 
bemade reared. 

5. There was also an ark made, sacred to God, 
of wood that was natun^Uy strong, and could not 
be corrupted. This was called .£Vmi, in our own 
language. Its (sonstroction was thus : Its length 
was five spans, but its breadth and height was eKck 
of them three spans. It was covered all over with 
gold, both withm and without, so that the wooden 
part was not seen. It had also a cover united to 
it, by golden hinges, after a wonderful manner; 
whicii cover was every way evenly fitted to it, and 
had no eminences to hinder its exact conjunction. 
There were also two golden rings belonging to each 
of the longer boards, and passing through the en- 
tire wood, and through them gilt bars passed alonz 
each board, that it might thereby be moved and 
carried about, as oocasbn should require ; for it was 
not drawn in 1^ oifft by bessts of burden, but borne 
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on the ahonlden of the priests* Upon this its cover 
were two images, which the Hebrews call Ckeru- 
frtMj; they are flying creatures, but their form is 
not like to that of any of the creatures which men 
have seen, though Moses said he had seen such be- 
ings near the tlm>ne of God. In this ark he put 
the two tables whereon the ten commandments were 
written, five upon each table, and two and a half 
up'jn each aide of them ; and this ark he placed in 
the most holy place. 

6. Bat in the holy place he placed a table, like 
those at Delphi : its length was two cubits, and its 
breadtii one cubit, and its height three spans. It 
bad feetalsoy the lower half of which were complete 
feet, resembling those which the Dorians put to 
their bedsteads ; but the upper parts towards the 
table were wrought into a square form. The table 
had a hollow towards every side, having a ledge of 
four fingers' depth, that went round about like a 
spiral, both on the upper and lower part of the body 
of the work. Upon every one of the feet was there 
also inserted a ring, not far from the cover, through 
which went bars of wood beneath, but gilded, to be 
taken ont upon occasion, there being a cavity where- 
it was joined to the rings ; for they were not entire 
nogs ; but before they came quite round, they 
euded in aeate points, the one of which was inserted 
into the prominent part of the table, and tlie other 
into the foot ; and by these it was carried when they 
jouineyed. Upon this table, which was placed on 
the niOTth side of the temple, not far from the most 
holy place, were laid twelve unleavened loaves of 
hrnd, six upon each heap, one above another : 
they were made of two tenth-deals of the purest 
flour, which tenth- deal [an omer] is a measure of 
the Hebrews, containing seven Athenian eotylm ; 
and above these loaves were put two vials full of 
Irankineenaa. Now after seven days other loaves 
were biousht in their stead, on the day which is by 
09 called the Sabbath ; for we c^U the seventh day 
the iiabbatk. But for the occasion of this invention 
of placing loaves here, we will speak to in another 
place. 

7. Overagunstthis table, near the southern wall, 
was set a candlestick of cast gold, hollow within, 
being of the weight of one himdred pounds, which 
the Hebrews caU Chinekare$ ; if it be turned into 
the Greek language, it denotes a UUtnL It was 
made with its knops, and lilies, and pomegranates, 
and bowls (which ornaments amounted to seventy 
in all) ; by which means the shaft elevated itself 
on high fitnn a single base, and spread itself into 
as many branches as there are planets, including 
the sun among them. It terminated in seven 
heads, in one row, all standing parallel to one ano- 
theib; and these branches carried seven Umps, one 
by one, in imitation of the number of the planets. 
These lamps looked to the east SMi to the south, 
the candlesticfc being situate obliquely. 

8. Now between ttus candlestick atnd tlie table, 
aiiiefa, as we said, were within the sanctuary, was 
the altar of incense, made of wood indeed, but of 
the same wood of which the foregoing vessels were 
made, sndi as was not liable to corruption ; it was 
entinihr emsted over with a golden pUte. Its 
breadm on each side was a cubit, but the altitude 
daaUeb Upon it was a grate of gold, that was ex- 
tut abone the altar, which had a golden crown en- 
eompaaoBg it round about, whereto belonged rings 
kod ban,^ which the priests carried it when they 

Before this tabernacle there was reared 



a brazen altar, but it was within made of wood, five 
cubits by measure on each side, but its height was 
but three, in like manner adorned with brass pUtes 
as bright as gold. It had also a brazen hearth of 
net- work ; for the sround underneath received the 
fire from the hearth, because it had no bads to re- 
ceive it. Hard by this altar lay the basins, and 
the vials, and the censers, and the caldrons, made 
of gold ; but the other vessels, made for the use of 
the sacrifices, were all of brass. And such was the 
construction of the tabemade ; and these were the 
vessels thereto belonging. 



CHAPTER VII 

CONCBENINO THB GABMENTS OF TBI PEIB8T8, AND 
OF TBE BIGB-PBIEST. 

§ 1. Tbbrb were peculiar garments appointed for 
ihe priests, and for all the rest, which they call 
Cohanaw [priestly] garments, as also for the high- 
priests, which they call Cahatuem Jtabbw, and 
denote the high-priest's garments. Such was 
therefore the habit of the rest ; but when tiie priest 
approaches the sacrifices, he purifies himself with 
the purification which the law prescribes ; and, in 
the first place he puts on that which is called Jfo- 
ekanoie, which means somewhat that is fast tied. 
It is a girdle, composed of fine twined linen, and is 
put about the privy parts, the feet being to be in- 
serted into them, m the nature of breeches ; but 
above half of it is cut off, and it ends at the thighs 
and is there tied fast. 

2. Over this he wore a linen vestment, made of 
fine flax doubled : it is called C%«<Aoim, and denotes 
linen, for we csll linen by the name of Chelkons, 
This vestment reaches down to the feet, and sits 
close to the body ; and has sleeves that are tied 
fast to the arms : it is girded to the breast a little 
above the elbows, by a girdle often going round, 
four fineers broad, but so loosely woven, that you 
would think it were the skin of a serpent. It is 
embroidered with flowers of scarlet, and purple, and 
blue, and fine twined linen ; but the warp was no- 
thing but fine linen. The beginning of its circum- 
volution is at the breast ; and when it has gone 
often round, it is there tied, and hangs loosely 
there down to the ancles : I mean this, a& the time 
the priest is not about any laborious service, for in 
this position it appears in the most agreeable man- 
ner to the spectators ; but when he is obliged to 
assist at the offering sacrifices, and to do the ap- 
pointed service, that he may not be hindered in his 
operations by its motion, he throws it to the left, 
and bears it on his shoulder. Moses indeed calls 
this belt Abaneth ; but we have learned from the 
Babylonians to call it Emia, for so it is by them 
called. This vestment has no loose or hollow parts 
anywhere in it, but only a narrow aperture about 
the neck ; and it is tied with certain strings hang- 
ing down from the edge over the breast and back, 
and KB fastened above each shoulder : it is called 
Mas$ab<uan€$. 

d. Upon his head he wears a cap, not broueht to 
a conic form, nor encircling the whole head, but 
still covering more than ue half of it, which is 
called MatnaempkthtM ; and its make is such, that it 
seems to be a crown, being made of thick swathesy 
but the contexture is of unen ; and it is doubled 
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round many times, and sewed together : besides 
which, a piece of fine linen covers the whole cap 
from the upper part, and reaches down to the fore- 
head, and hides the seams of the swathes, which 
would otherwise appear indecently : this adheres 
elosely upon the solid part of the head, and is 
« thereto so firmly fixed, that it may no* Call off dur- 

ing the sacred serrioe about the sacrifices. Sa we 
have now shown you what la the habit of the gene- 
rality of the priests. 

4. The high-priest is indeed adorned with the 
same garments that we have described, without 
abating one ; only over this he puts on a vestment 
of a blue'colour. This also is a long robe, reaching 
to his feet [in our language it is called Jf«dr], and 
is tied round with a ^rdle, embroidered with the 
same colours and flowers as the former, with a mix- 
ture of gold interwoven. To the bottom of which 
garment are hunr fringes, in colour like pome- 
granates, with gol&n bells,* by a curious and beau- 
tiful contrivance ; so that between two bells hangs 
a pomemnate, and between two pomegragates a 
bell. Now this vesture was not compel of two 
pieces, nor was it sewed together upon the should- 
ers and the sides, but it was one long vestment so 
woven as to have an aperture for the neck ; not an 
oblique one, but parted all along the breast and the 
baok. A border also was sewed to it, lest the aper- 
ture should look too indecently : it was also parted 
where the hands were to come out. 

6. Besides these, the high priest put on a third 
garment, which is called the Epkod, whidi resem- 
bles the Epomis of the Greeks. Its make was after 
this manner : it was woven to the depth of a cubit, 
of several colours, with gold intermixed, and em- 
broidered, but it left the middle of the breast unco- 
vered : it was made with sleeves also ; nor did it 
appear to be at all differently made from a short 
ooat But in the void place of this garment there 
was inserted a piece of the bigness of a span, em- 
broidered with gold, and the other colours of the 
ephod, and was oUled Etun [the breast-plate], 
which in the Greek language signifies the Oracle, 
This piece exactly filled up the void space in the 
ephoa. It was united to it by golden rings at every 
comer, the like rings being annexed to the ephod, 
* and a blue riband was made use of to tie them 
together by those rings : and that the space between 
the rings might not appear empty, they contrived 
to fill it up with stitches of blue ribands. There 
were also two sardonyxee upon the ephod, at the 
shoulders to fasten it, in the nature of buttons, hav- 
ing each end running to the sardonyxes of eold, 
that they might be buttoned by them. On uiese 
were engraven the names of the sons of Jacob, in 
our own country letters, and in our own tongue, six 
on each of the stones, on either side ; and the elder 
sons' names were on the right shoulder. Twelve 
stones also there were upon 8ie breast-plate, extra- 
ordinary in largeness and beau^ ; and they were 
kn ornament not to be purchased by men, because 
of their immense value. These stones, however, 

• Tb« QM nT tlMM loldan belb at the bottom oT th* hlffb.prlflrtii Vang 
awmant. ■Mnu to hmn been tlii« : That by skaUnK hia gannmit at tha 
tiiiM of nil oflbring laouum la «b« tatnpl.', on the graat day of oapiatlon, 
or at other proper perloda of his eaervd mlnLitrationi there, on the 
gTMt iMUTata, the people night have notioe of it, and might 001 to 
their own prajeta at the time of Inoenee, or other proper period* ; and 
«o the whole coDgrefatloo might at onoe oflbr thoae oommou prajeri 
klBllr with the hlgfa.prleft UnuelT to the Almighty. Bee Lake 1. 10, 
lUv. vlU. 8, 4L Vor probably i« (he ion of airarJi to be otherwlw under- 
■loed. when he laye of Aaron, the first high-pricet, Kodue. xlv. s. 
I Qod enoompawed Aaron witli pomegranates, and wUh many 



kolden bells round about, that as he went there might be a round, and 
\ noise Bade that aright he heard In the trmjAr, Ibr a rarmorkU u> the 
-children of hla people." 



Stood in three rows, by four in a row, and wore 
inserted into the breast-plate itself, and tliey woi^e 
set in ouches of gold, that were themselves inserted 
in the breast-plate, and were so made that tliey 
might not fall out. Now the first three stones wei'« 
a sardonyx, a topaz, and an emerald. The second 
row oontuned a carbuncle, a jasper, and a sapphire. 
The first of the third row was a Hgure, then an 
amethyst, and Hie third an agate, being tho ninth 
of the whulij number. The first of the fourth row 
was a chrysolite, the next was an onyx, and then a 
beryl, winch waa the Iast^e£ all. Now the names 
of all those sons of Jacob were engraven in these 
stones, whom we esteem the heads of our tribes, 
each stone having the honour of a name, in the 
order according to which they were bom. And 
whereas the rings were too weak of themselves to 
bear the weight of the stones, they made two otlier 
rings of a larger size, at the edge of that part of the 
breast-plate which reached to the neck, and inserted 
into the very texture of the breast-plate, to receive 
chains finely wrought, which connected them with 
golden bands to the tops of the shoulders, whoae 
extremity turned backwards, and went into the ring 
on the prominent back part of the ephod ; and this 
was for the security of the breast-plate, that it 
might not fall out of its place. There was also a 
eirdle sewed to the breast-plate, which was of the 
forementioned colours, with gold intermixed, which, 
when it had eone once round, was tied again upon 
the seam, and hung down. There were also golden 
loops that admitted its fringes at each extremity of 
the girdle, and included them entirely. 

6. The high-priest's mitre was tlie same that we 
described before, and was wrought like that of all 
the other priests ; above which there was another, 
with swathes of blue embroidered, and round it was 
a golden crown polished, of three rows, one above 
another ; out of which arose a cup of gold, which 
resembled the herb which we call SacMonu ; but 
those Greeks that are skilful in botany call it Hf- 
osoyoMUi, Now, lest any one that has seen this 
herb, but has not been taught its name, and is un- 
acquainted with its nature, or, having known its 
name, knows not the herb when he sees it, I shall 
rive such as these are, a description of it This 
herb is oftentimes in tallness above three spans, but 
its root is like that of a turnip (for he that should 
compare it thereto, would not be mistaken) ; but 
its leaves are like the leaves of mint Out of its 
branches it sends out a calyx, cleaving to tlie branch ; 
and a coat encompasses it, which it naturally puts 
off when it is changing, in order to produce its huit 
This calyx b of the bigness of the bone of the little 
finger, but in the eompass of its aperture is like a 
cup. This I will farther describe for the use of 
those who are unacquainted with it Suppose a 
sphere be divided into two parts, round at the bot- 
tom, but having another segment that gi'ows up to 
a circumference from that bottom ; suppose it be- 
come narrower by decrees, and that the cavity vi 
that part grow decenuy smaller, and then gradually 
grow wider again at the brim, such as we see iu the 
navel of a pomegranate, with its notches. And in- 
deed Buch a coat grows over this plant, as venders 
it an hemisphere, and that, as one may say, turned 
accurately in a lathe, and having its notches extant 
above it, which, as I said, grow like a pomegranate, 
only that they are sharp, and end in notliing but 
prickles. Now the fruit is preserved by this ooat 
of the calyx, which fruit is like th« seed of tbe herb 
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SiderxtiB : it sends oat s flower that msy aeein to 
resemble tliAt of poppj. Of tliis was a crown made, 
e &r as frofn the hinder part of the head to each 
sf the teaiples ; but this Epkielis, for 8o this calyx 
tBMj be called, did not cover Uie forehead, hut it 
wss covexvd with a golden V^^* which had in- 
Boibed upon it the name of &od in sacred charac- 
lers. JLnd such were the oinaments of the high- 
^est. 

7. I?ow here one may wonder at the ill-wiU 
vhjcii. men bear to us, and which they profeis to 
bear cm aceount of our despising that Deity which 
tfaej pretend to honour ; for if any one do but con- 
eader tli«e £abric of the tabernacle, and take a view 
of tlie garments of the high-priest, and of those 
II isirln which we make use of in our sacred minis- 
tratk>iiy he will find that our legislator was a diyine 
naan^ and that we are unjustly reproached by others : 
^r i£ any one do without prejudice, and with judg- 
ment look upon these things, he will find they were 
every one made in way of imitation and represen- 
taticm of the universe. When Moses disdnguiahed 
the taberaade into three partB,+ and allowea two of 
tbem to the priests, as a place accessible and com- 
mon, he denoted the land and the sea, these being 
of eeperal access to all ; but he set apart the tliird 
division for God, because heaven is iuacoesublo to 
men. And when he ordered twelve loaves to be 
aet on the table, he denoted the year, as distin- 
gxiished into so many months. By branching out 
tbe candlestick into seventy parts, he secretly inti- 
mated the Pecanif or seventy divisions of the 
planets ; and as to tlie seven lamps upon the can- 
dlestickB, they referred to the course of the planets, 
of whidi that is the number. The vails, too, which 
were composed of four thin^, they declared tbe 
four elements ; for the fine Imenwas proper to sig- 
nify the earth, because the flax grows out of the 
earth ; the purple signified tbe sea, because that 
ctilour is dyed by the blood of a sea shell- fish ; 
the blue is to signify the air ; and the scarlet will 
naturally be an mdication of fire. Now the vest- 
ment of the high-priest being made of linen, signi- 
fied the earth ; the blue denoted the sky, being like 
lightning in its pomegranates, and in the noioe of 
the bells resembling thunder. And for the ephod, 
it showed that God had made tlie universe of four 
[elements] ; and as for the gold interwoven, I sup- 
pose it related to the splendour by which all things 
are enlightened. He also appointed the breast-plate 
to be placed in the middle of the ephod, to resemble 
the earth, for that has the very middle place of the 
world. And the girdle which encompasHed the 
high-priest round, signified the ocean, for that soes 
round about and includes the universe. Kach of 
the sardonyxes declares to us the sun and the 
moon ; those, I mean, that were in the nature of 
buttons on the high-priest's shoulders. And for the 
twelve stones, whether we understand bv them the 
montlis, or whether we understand the like number 
of the signs of that circle which the Greeks call the 
Zodiac, we shall not be mistaken in their meaning. 



hi to telM BOtlee htm, Uiat Ui* mrj Mo'aIo Patalon, 

, _.r ilw fanhMMl or ch« Jewish hlfh.iirl*t, wm itMtlf 

not oaljr till tlie tUr* of Jo»cpbi», but of Oiigan j wkI th«t 
'TriMMW to <A« I^-nf, WM lo the SMnariiaa {Jmneton. 



L« Aa^r^nll. eh. SI. mH. 8, Eeny on the Okl Te»t. p. 1A4, and 
Kc-iend, IM 9uol Trai)4i, p. 138. 

f WfaMi JeMphiu, boUi here and eb*p. vL tMst. 4, rappoMS tbe Utwr. 
narW to hare been parted Into tbfce peru, lie teme to eeicctn the twra 
Mtnuwe to be a thtod dlvteioii, diaUnct from the hwly end the mo. t hdy 
»iMM 1 aad thia the rather, beeau-e la the Umule aftcrwant there wm 
/ r«al dLUneC third part. Which waj callrd the Porch : otherwise Jaw. 
pnue woald oontnulM bb own deacription of the ubemaele. whleh 
►weattthyrtleular l S wuiH orpomore than two parte. 



And for the mitre, whidi was of a Uao ookmr, H 
seems to me to mean heaven ; for how otherwise 
could the name of God be inscribed upon it 1 That 
it was also illustrated with a erown, and that of 
gold also, is because of that splendour with which 
God is pleased. Let this explieationt suffice a* 
presenty since the course of my narration will often, 
and on many oeeasions, afford me the opportusiQr 
of enlarging upon the virtue of our legislator. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



or THB PKIESTUOOD OP AARON. 



Whbm what has been described was brought 




him that best of them all deserved to obtain that 
honour, on account of his virtue. Aud when he 
had gathered the multitude together, he gave them 
an account of Aaron's virtues, and of his good-will 
to them, and of the dangers he had undergone for 
their sakes. Upon which, when they had given 
testimony to him in all respeets, and showed their 
readiness to receive htm, Moses said to them, ** O 
you Isrselites, this work is aheady brought to a 
conclusion, in a manner most acceptable to (xod, 
and according to our abilities. And now since voa 
see that he is received into this tabernacle, we shall 
first of all stand in need of one that may officiate 
for us, and may minister to the sacrifices, and to 
the prayers that are to be put up for us ; and indeed 
had the inquiry after such a person been left to me, 
I should have thouglit myself worthy of this honour, 
both because men are naturally fond of themselves, 
and because I am conscious to myself that 1 have 
taken a great deal of pains for your deliverance ; 
but now God himself has determined that Aaron is 
worthy of tins honour, and has chosen him for his 
priest, as knowing him to be the most righteous 
person among tou. So ibtX he is to put on the 
vestments which are consecrated to God ; he is to 
have the cars of the altars, and to make provision 
for the sacrifices ; and he it is that must put up 
prayers for you to God) who will readily hear them, 
not only because he is himself solicitous for your 
nation, but also because he will receive them as 
offered by one whom he bath himself chosen to this 
offioe."$ The Hebrews were pleased with what 
was saidi and they gave their approbation to him 
whom God had ordained ; for Aaron was, of them 



of the Jewish tabenaoh 
' taken o«t ef 



* This expUcatkM of the mystical oMaahii of the Jewi 
and ita*e»>«U. with the nrminlB of the hl^li-prieat. ii 
Phile, aad fitted to OentUe phlloeophieal notion*. Thi» majpomiblf 
be fonlven In Jews, gtrntly «er»ed la heathen leaning and phifiMphy, 
ae Phfto had ee« baan, aad a« Jeeephoe had kinf been "h— »»•*»«?• 
theae AnUquiUea. In Um meanUnw, It U not to be doubted, bat ia 




we find on* epeeime.. — ^ i-. - . ^ . - 

eh. T. Mct. B.) he makee the wven bmnohce of the temple candleetic^ 
with their eeren Umpe, an emblem of (he leven di^ c< creation aoA 



rwt, whkh are here rmblemt or the WJen pltineta. h or ecrtainly ouhl 
aneient Jewith emblemt to be explained any other way than acOoMlag 
to aneient JvwiAb, and not Oeotlle, notume. dee the War, h. 1. eh. 
szxltl. Met. t. . . ^ 

f itto wellwnrth oar obaervatloa, that the two erlnelpal qoallflea- 
tiuoe requlrHl in thii wetion, Ibr the eon titutioo of the flnt hlffn-prieel. 
(TiK. that he ehould hare an rxpelli-nt chmncter for *lrtao4U and good 
actiona ; aa alio that he ■houkt have the epprobatioo of tbe people,) 
arv hm note<l by Jo ophui, even where (he noiuinatlno beionced to 
God himeeir, which are the very tame uunltllcaUonB whlefa the Chri^ 
tiaii raUcion i«quin« in tbe ehotee of OirtflUan bUhope. (rieeta, aaS 
d aouaai aa the ApocloUcal ConatituUoDa 



trtflUan Mahope. prieeta, ai 
inlbrm oa. b. ti. ella^ lU. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



7G 



ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 



all, the most deserving of this honour, on account 
of his own stock and gift of prophecy, and his bro- 
ther's virtue. He YuA at that time four sons, Na- 
dab, Abihu, Eleaaser, and Ithamar. 

2. Now Moses commanded them to make use of 
all the utensils which were more than were neces- 
sary to the structure of the tabemade, for cover- 
ing the tabernacle itself, the candlestick, and altar 
of incense, and the other vessels, that tiiey might 
not be at all hurt when they journeyed, either by 
the rain, or by the rising of the dust. And when 
he had gathered the multitude together again, he 
ordained that they should offer half a shekel for 
every man, as an oblation to God ; which shekel is 
a piece among the Hebrews, and is equal to four 
Athenian drachmee. * Whereupon they readily 
obeyed what Moses had commanded ; and the 
number of tiie offerers was six hundred and five 
thousand five hundred and fifty. Now this money 
that was brought by the men that were free, was 
given by such as were above twenty years old, but 
under fifty ; and what was collected was spent in 
the uses of the tabernacle. 

3. Moses now purified the tabemade and the 
priests ; which purification was performed after tlie 
following manner : — He commanded them to take 
five hundred shekels of choice myrrh, an equal 
quantity of cassia, and half the foregoing weight 
of cinnamon and calamus (Hum last is a sort of sweet 
spice) ; to beat them small, and wet them with an 
hm of oil of olives (an kin is our own country mea- 
sure, and contains two Athenian ehocu, or eotigi- 
utes) ; then mix them together, and boil them, and 
prepare them after the art of the apothecary, and 
make them into a very sweet ointment ; and 
afterward to take it to anoint and purify the priests 
themselves, and all the tabemade, as also the sa- 
crifices. There were also many, and those of vari- 
ous kinds, of sweet spices, that belonged to the ta- 
bernacle, and such as were of very great price, and 
were brought to the golden altar of incense, the 
nature of which I do not now describe, lest it 
should be troublesome to my readers ; but inoensef 
was to be offered twice a-day, both before sun-ris- 
ing and at sun-setting. They were also to keep oil 
already purified for the lamps ; three of which were 
to give fight all day long4: upon the sacred candle- 
stick, before God, and the rest were to be lighted 
at the evening. 

4. Now all was finished. Besaleel and Aholiab 
appeared to be tiie most skilful of the workmen ; 
for they invented finer works than what others had 
done before them, and were of great abilities to gain 
nodona of what tiiey were formerly ignorant of ; 
and of these, Besaleel was judged to be the best. 
Now the whole time they were about this work, 
was the interval of seven months ; and after this it 
was that was ended the first year since their de- 
parture out of Egypt. But at the beginning of ^e 
second year, on ue monihXanthicut, as the Mace- 
donians call it, but on the month Nitan^ as the 

• This weight and valm of th« Jewkh thflkel, fai tb« dajt of Jotephna, 
•qfoal to abiMft tk lOd. ■terliog, is, by Uis laanied J«ws. owTied to to 
oas-Sfth tacger tlun wsre Uisirold slMdnls: whleh detsnnlniuJon nffnes 
pcrftotly wiUi the raoiAlnlsc shekels that lutTs Sainarlun Inscriptions, 
vAtmA gmomllr by Simon the Maeeabee, aboat ao years before Jo>r phas 
published his Antiquition, which never weigh more than two shillings 
and ftMirpeoee halfpenny, and oommooly bat two shillings and fourpenoe 
Ihrthlng. See Rebuid De Hummis Bamaritaaonnn, p. 188. 

t The hioenso was h we-oflb r e d , Moordlng to Josepnus's opinion, be. 
Ibre son.rislng, and at sun^ettlngi but in the days of Pompey, accord- 
ing to the- same Joaephoa, the saolllees were oikred in the momhig, sad 
M the ninth hoar. Anth|. h. slv. eh. !▼. sect. S. 

% Henoe we may ocnect the oplnl«ias of the modem RAbblnt, who 
say tliat only one of the seven lamp • burned in the day-tlmit • wherein 
^Mlr Jesephus, an eye-wltoeas, says there were three. 



Hebrews call it, on the new moon, they consecrated 
the tabemade, and all its vessels, which I have al- 
ready described. 

5. Now God showed himself pleased with the 
work of the Hebrews, and did not permit their 
labours to be in vain ; nor did he disdun to make 
use of what they had made, but he came and so- 
journed with them, and pitched his tabemade in 
the holy house. And in the following manner did 
he come to it : — The sky was dear, but there was 
a mist over the tabemade only, encompassing it, 
but not with such a very deep and thick cloud as is 
seen in the winter season, nor yet in so thin a one 
as men might be able to discern any thing through 
it ; but from it there dropped a sweet dew, and 
such a one as showed the presence of God to those 
that desired and believed it. 

6. Now when Moses had bestowed such honorary 
presents on the workmen, as it was fit they should 
receive, who had wrought so well, he offered sacri- 
fices in the open court of the tabemade, as God 
commanded him ; a bull, a ram, and a kid of the 
goats, for a sin-offering. Now I shall sjpeak of 
what we do in our sacred offices, in my discourse 
about sacrifices ; and therein shall inform men in 
what cases Moses bid us offer a whole burnt-offer- 
ing, and in what cases the law permits us to partake 
of them as of food. And when Moses had sprin- 
kled Aaron's vestments, himself and his sons, with 
the blood of the beasts that were slain, and had 
purified them with spring waters and ointment, 
they became God's priests. After this manner did 
he consecrate them and their ^rments for seven 
days together. The same he did to the tabernacle, 
and tlie vessels thereto belonging, both with oil 
first incensed, as I said, and with ttie blood of bulls 
and of rams, slain day by day one, according to its 
kind. But on the eighth day he appointed a feast 
for the people, and commanded them to offer sacri- 
fice according to their ability. Accordingly they 
contended one with another, and were ambitieus to 
exceed each other in the sacrifices which they 
brought, and so fulfilled Moses's injunctions. But 
as the sacrifices lay upon the altar, a sudden fire 
was kindled from among them of its own accord, 
and appeared to the sight like fire from a flash of 
lightning, and consumed whatsoever was upon tlie 
altar. 

7. Hereupon an affliction befel Aaron, considered 
as a man and a father, but was undergone by him 
with true fortitude ; for he had indeed a firmness 
of soul in such accidents, and he thought this 
calamity came upon him according to God's will : 
for whereas he had four sons, as i said before, the 
two eldest of them, Nadab and Abihu, did not 
bring those sacrifices which Moses bade them bring, 
but which they used to oflfer formerly, and were 
biurnt to death. Now when the fire rushed upon 
them, and began to bum them, nobody could 
quench it Accordingly they died in this manner. 
And Moses bid their lather and their brethren to 
take up their bodies, to carry them out of the 
camp, and to bury them magnificently. Now tlie 
multitude lamented them, and were deeply affected 
at this their death, which so unexpectedly befel 
them. But Moses entreated their brethi«n and 
their father not to be troubled for them, and to 
prefer the honour of God before their grief about 
them ; for Aaron had already put on his sacred 
iraxments, 

8. But Mosee refused all that honour which he 
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■aw Uie multitade ready to bestow upon him, and 
attended to noihing else but the service of God. 
He went no more up to Mount Sinai ; but he went 
into the tabernacle, and brouehtback answers from 
God for what he prayed for. His habit was also that 
of a priTate man ; and in all other circumstances 
be behaved himself like one of the common people, 
and was desirous to appear without distinguishing 
himself from the multitude, but would have it 
known that he did nothing else but take care of 
them. He also set down in writing the form of 
their government, and those laws, by obedience 
whereto, they would lead their lives so as to please 
God, and so as to hare no quarrels one among 
another. However, the laws he ordained were 
such as God suggested to him ; so I shall now dis- 
eoarse oonoeming that form of govemmenty and 
thooe laws. 

9. I will now treat of what I before omitted, 
the garment of the high-priest : for he [Moses] 
left no room for the evil practices of [fiJse] pro- 
phets ; but if some of that sort should attempt to 
abuse the divine authority, he left it to God to be 
it at his sacrifices when he pleased, and when 
pleased to be absent.* And he was willing this 
should be known, not to the Hebrews only, but to 
those foreigners also who were there. For as to 
those stoues,t which we told you before, the high- 

• Of tktaitiu«««rp>«Mi«a»th«lMaMi < Ml It to flktd to to nrwent 
Mhii.an«SeM when h» pteMd, aod whan tfplmmd to to a!bMaV 
■M tto DOM fltt bw U. ^vkuU Apioo, wet. UL 

t TtoM aoflwcn by tto onde of Urim aod Thiunailin, which wwda 

^toUjBfiklaa' " ' ^ — ■ • 

MdinA, awl 

IteeMaivM, wk , 

k^ tto wUi oT Ood, aftar a pwCMtand trm nuuinOT, to his people I«n«l t 
X eay, thaw aa««r..n wera not nude bgr tto ■hinlng of the preeloua atonei* 
•Aer em awkwanl mannar, la tto htKh-prleera bivaat-ptaue, aa tto 
, fo oarialnly tto ihlDknf of the 



aDd pr^J^<titm, or, ae tto depcoaclnt raadar them, mwlsMM 

-' ■' aochii« ftirtbar, thai I see. but the Jriahag etooea 

need. In this method orfllamitiatkn. In reveaU 



BKicht ywcade or aooompAny tto onele, without Itadf delivering that 
ef fte (<« Antl^ b. wi. chap. vt. eeeC 4). tot imther by wn aadtble foloe 
toea tha tutwfj-tmX batwian tto ehanibinn. tlee Prideaox'e Ooantiet. 
as tto jmr IS4l This otade had been aileat, a* JoeHphus here inlbnaa 
mm, two heodnd jmu* belbra to wroca hie Antiquitiea, ur ever alaee tto 
dnye at tto fava good high-prie»t of tto lamlly ot the Maocabeee, John 
Hj^eanna. How ic la heie ^vj ««U woilh oar obeer^Btion, that tto 
«rmei» b>ltaw oa waa that by which Qod appealed to be preeent with, 
aad ^«a diraetiane tB» hU people luaal aa ttoir king. aU the while they 
eahmiftart ta hun In that eapaaity ; and did not Mt over ttom auch ia- 
tfepeauant klngi aa govemad aMonling to their own willa and politloal 
■taelw, Itt'liMl ar dlvlaa dlieotkma. Aeeonllni^y ww meet with ihla 
eeade jh lidai angelle and pvoptotie admonltkme) aU akmg from tto 
daye of Meaaa and Joahua to tto aoalntiag of teal, tto flrot of tto auo- 
aw inn ef tto klngi < jfamb. uvU. SI t Jo^ vl. 0, dto. i nix. M { Jadgat 
L 1; avlll.dk B^^ SD»S1. *»• 18, «, 9dL ST, »; ui. 1, &a ; 18am. 1. 



IT, 18; ai,ftr tat. Iv. ptr tut.)-, nay, 



daul'a r^eetlon of tto dlvlna 
Mh ▲mal«l^ wtoa to took upon him to aet aa 



to th ^^ht St (1 Sam. alv. Sw 18, l», M, 87), then thU onale left Saol 
entirely (whiah tmUed to tod aaUom oonaultwl before, 1 8am. air. 86 1 



1 itouo. a. M; xlll. 8i AnilQ. b. vU. eh. Iv. seot. 8) and 
Sa^'U, wto waa aaolntod to eM c aiel 1dm, aad wtooonaidted God by it 
freqaestly, aad aoapUad with Ito direutlooa euoatanily (1 Sam. ziv. 87, 
41 i XV. J8| jull. 18, U; uUL 8, 10; xxx. 7, a» 18) 8 Dam. ii. 1 ; v. 19. 
aSi xjd. 1: szliL U) 1 Chron. air. 10, 14; Antlq. b. tL etop. xll. 
aaei. ^. Saul, todeed, long afMr hla v4«otlon by God, and when Ood 
tma^wmm htm up tod«akr«alioB tar hia dlaobedienca, did onoa after, 
wdv endenvonr to cmimiU Ood when Itwaatooteto; but God would 



r by dxeam*, nor by Urim, our by nropi . „ 

^ - ^ .... j^j^ ^^ the aiuga of 

le, aU the very Baby. 

k.*Mh a^rtivtty Itoel^ whan thoaa Unge wne at aa end ; ttoy taking 



Kor did any of Davld'a aucoea or^ the! 

iadah, thai vpe knuw o^ enuMli God by thto oraele, f '" 



I •nppoee, two much of deaputle power atwi rojalty, and too 

I «to God ofltfael te ttoeapmne Ktaig of larael, thooKh a 

" , aad wereanawercd by 



fcwef . . . . 

them. ^(Ikaitrtitniortto two lribee,withoat tto return of the kingly 
■I ■■■■aa t. ito rmi aati n n rTthli tittiitIi -iif iirirrnl (rub rll. 0S; 1 
Bid. V. mt I Mmb. Iv. 48) xiv. 41). And indeed it may eeam to tova 
tooa 4|mad fcr Mane time after tto Babylonlah eaptivTty, at least la 
the daea of that a a aall w t h%h- p riae t , John Myioaaua, » horn Joaaphoa 
I aaa klag; a prleal, and a proptot; and wto, to laya, flbvetold 
Mko that oow to paaa aoeonllagly ) tot about tto tfaua of hla 
^to tofaalaepUaN thatthla onele qolia —' -" ^ ' - 




9w nutttog dladcma on their heada, aad 
. wU^ and by their own authority, bto ito 

^^ tlwn«aa aoontrlae about ttom ) ao ttot while the God 

«€ Twariaaialhiaail to to tto svpiame King of Loael, and hie diree. 

'' d gave them auch dlreetiona aa 





JaddUhia 

gh.pfleet 

iliaey (John xl. 47-88), a* two amall i«- 



Mt iwauhacy (John xL 47-U), a* two amall i«- 
lUa aattent onele, whloh property belonged to 
t Bor perkaiM oi^t wa antlicly to fbrget thai 
in of our JiMphna hlmelf (one next to a high, 
if tlw AaauMMieana or Vaeaabeaa), aa to tto auo. 



priest bare on his shoulders, which were sardon- 
yxes f and I think it needless to describe their na- 
ture, they being known to every body), the one of 
them shined out when God was present at their 
sacrifices ; I mean that which >vas in the nature of 
a button on his right shoulder, bright rays darting 
out thence, and being seen even by those that were 
most remote ; which splendour yet was not before 
natural to the stone. This has appeared a wonder- 
ful thing to such as have not so far indulged them- 
selves in philosophy, as to despise Divine Revela- 
tion. Yet will I mention what is still more won- 
derful than this : for God declared beforehand, by 
those twelve stones which the high-priest bare on 
his breast, and which were inserted mto hisbreast- 

Jilate, when they should be victorious in battle ; 
or so great a splendour shone forth from them be- 
fore the army began to inarch, that all the people 
were sensible of Grod*B being present for their as- 
sbtanoe. Whence it came to pass that those 
Greeks, who had a veneration for our laws, because 
they could not possibly contradict this, called that 
breast-plate the OraeU. Now this breast-plate, and 
this sardonyx, left off shinine two hundred years 
before I composed this book, God having been 
displeased at the transgressions of his laws. Of 
which Uiings we shall fi^ther discourse on a fitter 
opportunity ; but I will now go on with my pro- 
posed narration. 

10. The tabernacle being now consecrated, and 
a regular order being setUed for the priests, the 
multitude judged tluit God now dwelt amonz 
them, and betook themselves to sacrifices and 
praises to God, as being now delivered from all 
expectation of evils, and as entertaining a hopeful 
prospect of better times hereafter. They offered 
also gifts to God, some as common to the whole 
nation, and others as peculiar to themselves, and 
these tribe by tribe ; for the heads of the tribes 
oombined together, two by two, and brought a 
waggon and a yoke of oxen. These amounted to 
nx, and they carried the tabernacle when they 
journeyed. Besides which, each head of a trib^ 
brought a bowl, and a charger, and a spoon, of ten 
darics, fiill of incense. Now the charger and the 
bowl were of silver, and together they weighed two 
hundred shekels, but the bowl cost no more than 
seventy shekels ; and these were full of fine flour 
mingled with oil, such as they used on the altar 
about the sacrifices. They brought also a young 
bullock, and a ram, with a lamb of a year old, for 
a whole burnt-offering ; as also a goat for the for- 
giveness of sins. Every one of we heads of tlie 
tribes brought also other sacrifices, called pMce- 
offerings for every day two bulls, and five rams, 
with lambs of a year old, and kids of the goats. 
These heads of tribes were twelve days in sacrific- 
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ing, one Bacrifidng every day. Now Moses went 
no longer up to mount Sinai, but went into the ta- 
bernacle, and learned of Grod what they were to do, 
and what laws should be made ; which laws were 
preferable to what hfLve been devised by human 
understanding, and proved to be firmly observed 
for all time to come, as being believed to be the 
gift of God, insomuch that the Hebrews did not 
transgress any of those laws, either as tempted in 
times of peace by luxury, or in times of war by 
distress of afiOurs. But I say no more here oon- 
oeming them, because I have resolved to compose 
another work concerning our laws. 



CHAPTER IX. 

TiDB MANNKE OF OUK OFFERING SACRIFICES. 

I 1. I WILL now, however, make mention of a few 
of our laws which belong to purifications, and the 
like sacred offices, since I am accidentally come to 
IhuB matter of sacrifices. These sacrifices were of 
two sorts ; of those sorts one was offered for pri- 
vate persons, and the other for the people in gene- 
mi ; and they are done in two different ways : in 
the one case, what is slain is burnt, as a whole 
burnt-offering, whence that name is given to it ; 
but the other is a thank-offering, and is designed 
for feasting those that sacrifice. I will speak of 
the former. Suppose a private man offer a 
burnt-offering, he must slay eitlier a bull, a lamb, 
or a kid of the goats, and the two latter of the first 
year, though of bulls he is permitted to sacrifice 
those of a greater age ; but all burnt- offerings are 
to be of males. When they are slain, the priests 
sprinkle the blood round about the altar : they then 
oleanae the bodies, and divide them into parts, and 
salt them with salt, and Uy them upon the altar, 
while the pieces of wood are piled one upon ano- 
ther, and the fire is burning ; they next cleanse the 
Ceet of the sacrifices and tlie inwards in an accurate 
manner, and so ky them to the rest to be purged 
by the fire, while the priests receive the hides. 
This is the way of offering a burnt-offering. 

2. But those that offer thank-offerings do indeed 
sacrifice the same creatures^ but such as are un- 
blemished, and above a year old ; however, they 
may take either males or females. They also 
sprinkle the altar with their blood : but they lay 
npon the altar the kidneys and the caul, and aH the 
fat, and the lobe of the liver, together with the 
rump of the Umb ; then, giving the breast and tlie 
right shoulder to the priests, the offerers feast 
upon the remainder of the flesh for two days ; and 
what remains they bum. 

3. The sacrifices for sins are offered in the same 
maimer as is the thank-offering. But those who 
are unable to purchase complete sacrifices, offer 
two pigeons, or turtle doves ; the one of which is 
made a burnt* offering to Gk)d, the other they give 
as food to the priests. But we shall treat more 
accurately about the oblation of these creatures in 
our discourse concerning sacrifices. But if a per- 
son fiUl into sin by ignoi'ance, he offers an ewe 
lamb, or a female kid of the goats, of the same age ; 
and the priests sprinkle the blood at the altar, not 
after the former manner, but at the comers of it. 
They also bring the kidneys and the rest of the fat, 
together with Uie lobe of the Uver, to the altar, 



while the priests bear away the hides and the flesh, 
and spend it in the holy place, on the same day ;* 
for the hbw does not permit them to leave of it until 
the morning. But if any one sin, and is oonsdous 
of it himself, but hath nobody that can prove it 
upon him, he offers a ram, the law enjoining Mm 
so to do ; the flesh of which the priests eat, as be- 
fore, in the holy place, on the same day. And i( 
the rulers offer sacrifices for their sins, they bring 
the same oblations that private men do ; only they 
so far differ, that they are to bring for sacrinoee a 
bull or a kid of the goats, both males. 

4. Now the law requires, both in private and 
public sacrifices) thatthe finest flour beako brought ; 
for a lamb the measure of one tenth deal, — ^for a 
ram two, — and for a bull three. This they oonse- 
crate upon the altar, when it is mingled with oil ; 
for oil is also brought by those that sacrifice ; for 
a bull the half of an hin, and for a ram the third 
part of the same measure, and one quarter of it for 
a lamb. This hin is an ancient Hebrew measure, 
and is equivalent to two Athenian choas (or congi- 
uses). They bring the same quantity of oil which 
they do of wine, and they pour the wine about the 
altir; but if any one does not offer a complete sa- 
crifice of animals, but brings fine flour only for a 
vow, he throws a handful upon the altar as its first 
fraits, while the priests take the rest for their food, 
either boiled or mingled with oil, but made into 
cakes of bread. But whatsoever it be that a priest 
himself offers, it must of necessity be all burnt. 
Now the law forbids us to sacrifice any animal at 
tlie same time with its dam : and, in other cases, 
not till the eighth day after its birth. Other 
sacrifices there are also appointed for escaping 
distempers, or for other occasions, in which meat- 
offerings are consumed, together with the animals 
that are sacrificed ; of which it is not lawful to 
leave any part till tiie next day, only the priests 
are to take their own share. 



CHAPTER X. 

OOIfCBRNINO THE FESTIVALS ; AND HOW BACH DAT 
OF SUCH FESTIVAL IS TO BE OBSERVED. 

§ 1. The law requires, that out of the publie ex- 
penses a lamb of the first year be killed every day, 
at the beginning and at the ending of the day ; but 
on the seventh day, which is called the jSaMatA, 
they kill two, and sacrifice them in the same man- 
ner. At the new moon, they both perform the 
daily sacrifices, and slay two bulls, with seven 
Iambs of the first year, and a kid of the goats also, 
for the expiation of sins ; that is, if they have sinned 
throueh ignorance. 

2. But on the seventh month, which the Mace- 
donians call Hyperberetmuif they make an addition 
to those already mentioned, and sacrifice a bull, a 
ram, and seven lambs, and a kid of the goats, for 
sins. 

3. On the tenth day of the same lunar month, 

* What Btbmd well obaerm htn, em* «f Jowphiu, M wnpaivd 
wtth Um law of Uouem, haw. vli. lb (that th* eating of Um M«rlflM Um 
Mm* day it waa oOned, —mi to in«an onbr bofer* the nwntlnc of Uia 
naat, althoach tha latt«r pari, <. «, tha Dlaht^ ba la strtotiian part ol 
th« Mst day, aeoonllng to the Jewish reekonlng ) Is gi s a tlj to ba ob- 
■crved upoo other ocwaeioos aleo. The Jewish maxim In MKh vaaea. 
It sea ms. Is this: That the day foas beftm the nlaht ; and thla Appears 
to ma to be the lanfiiags both of tha Old aad Mew Tcetafflaiii. Sac 
hJmo the BOU on Antlq. b. Ir. oh. If. MOC 4* and Belandls Dutc on b 
iv. ahap. vUl. iMt. M^ 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 



tfiey fi»t till the evening ; and this day they sacri- 
fice a boll, and two rams, and seven lambs, and a 
kid of the goats, for sins. And besides these, they 
faring two kids of die goats ; the one of which is 
sent alive out of the limits of the camp into the 
wilderness for the scape goat, and to be an expia^ 
tion for the sins of the whole multitude ; but the 
other is farought into a place of great cleanness 
witiiin the limits of the camp, and is there burnt, 
with its skin, without any sort of cleansing. With 
this goat was burnt a bull, not brought by the peo- 
ple, but by the high* priest, at his own charges ; 
which, when it was shun, he brought of the blood 
into the holy place, toghther with the blood of 
the kid of the goats, and sprinkled the ceiling 
with his fioger seven times, as also its pavement, 
and again as often toward the most holy place, and 
about the golden altar : he also at last brings it into 
the open court, and sprinkles it about the great 
altar. Besddes this, they set the extremities, and 
the kidneys, and the fat, with the lobe of the liver, 
upon the altar. The high-priest likewise presents 
a ram to God as a bumt-o£fering. 

4. Upon the fifteenth day df the same month, 
when the season of the year is changing for winter, 
the Uw enjoins us to pitch tabernacles m every one 
of our houses, so that we preserve ourselves firom 
the cold of that time of the year ; as also that when 
we should arrive at our own country, and come to 
that city which we should have then for our metro- 
polis, because of the temple therein to be built, and 
keep a festival for eight days, and offer burnt-offer- 
ings, and aacriiice thank-offerings, that we should 
then carry in our hands a brandi of myrtle, and 
viiiow, and a bough of the palm-tree, with the ad- 
dition of the pome-citron. That the burnt-offering 
on the first of those days, was to be a sacrifice of 
thirteen bolls, and fourteen lambs, and fifteen rams, 
with the addition of a kid of the goats, as an expia- 
tion for sins : and on the following days the same 
namber of lambs, and of rams, with the kids of the 
goats ; but abating one of the bulls every day till 
they amounted to seven only. On the eighth day 
all work was laid aside, and then, as we said before, 
they sacrificed to God a bullock, a ram, and seven 
lambs, with a kid of the goats, for an expiation of 
sins. And this is the accustomed solemnity of the 
Hebrews, when they pitch their tabernacles. 

5. In iho month of Xanthiens, which is by us 
called Niaan, and is &e beginning of our year, on 
the fovvteenth day of the lunar month, when the 
son is in Aries (for in this month it was that we 
vere delivered from bondage under the Egyptians), 
the Irnw ordained that we should every year slay 
that sacrifice which I before told you we slew when 
wc came out of Egypt, and which was called the 
Pa»909tr ; and so do we celebrate this passover in 
companies, leaving nothing of what we sacrifice tiU 
the day foUowug. The feast of unleavened bread 
ncceeda that of the passover, and falls on the fif- 
teenth day of the month, and continues seven days, 
wherein they feed on unleavened bread ; on every 
one of whidi davs two bulls are killed, and one 
nra, and seven lambs. Now these lambs are en- 
tirely bonty beside the kid of the goats which is 
added to all the rest, for sins ; for it is intended as 
a feast for the priest on every one of those days. 
Bot on tiie second day of unleavened bread, which 
i» the sixteenth day of the month, they first par- 
take of the fruits of the earth, for before that day 
they do mt touch them. And while they suppose 



it proper to honour God, from whom they obtain 
this plentiful provision, in the first pUoe, they offer 
the first-fruits of their barley, and that in the man- 
ner following : They take a handful of the ears, and 
dry them, then beat them small, and purge the 
barley from the bran ; they then bring one tenth 
deal to the altar, to God : and, casting one handful 
of it upon the fire, they leave the rest for the use 
of the priest ; and after this it is that they may 
publicly or privately reap their harvest. They 
also at this participation of the first-fruits of the 
earth, sacrifice a lamb, as a burnt- offering to 
God. 

6. When a week of weeks has passed over after 
this sacrifice (which weeks oontain forty and nine 
days>, on the fiftieth day, which is Pentecost, but 
is called by the Hebrews Aiarthoy which signifies 
P€nUco$t, they bring to God a loaf, made of wheat 
flour, of two tenth deals, with leaven ; and for sa* 
orifices, they bring two lambs ; and when they have 
only presented them to God, they are made ready 
for supper for the priests ; nor is it permitted to 
leave any Uiing of them till the day following. 
They also slay three bullocks for a burnt-offering, 
and two rams ; and fourteen lambs, with two kids 
of the goats, for sins ; nor is there any one of the 
festivak but in it they offer burnt-offerings ; they 
also allow themselves to rest on everyone of them. 
Accordingly, the law prescribes in them all what 
kinds they are to sacrifice, and how they are to rest 
entirely, and must sUy sacrifices, in order to feast 
upon them. 

7. However, out of the common charges, baked 
bread [was set on the table of shew-br^], with- 
out leaven, of twenty-four tenth deals of flour, for 
so much is spent upon this bread ; two heaps of 
these were baked ; they were baked the day before 
the Sabbath, but were brought into the holy place 
on the morning of the Sabbath, and set upon the 
holy table, six on a heap, one loaf still standing 
over-against anoUier ; where two golden cups fuU 
of fraiudncense were also set upon them, and there 
they remamed till another Sabbath, and then other 
loaves were brought in their stead, while the loaves 
were given to the priests for their food, and the 
frankincense was burnt in that sacred fire wherein 
all their offerings were burnt also ; and so other 
frankincense was set upon the loaves mstead of 
what was there before. The [hij^J priest also, of 
his own oharees, offered a sacrifioe, and that twice 
every day. It was made of flour mingled with oil, 
and gently bdced by the fire ; the quantity was one 
tenth deal of flour ; he brought the half of it to the 
fire in the morning, and the other half at night 
The account of these sacrifices I shall give more 
accurately hereafter ; but I think I have premised 
what for the present may be sufficient concerning 
them. 



CHAPTER XI. 

r 

OF THS PURIFICATIONS. 

I 1. MosBS took out the tribe of Levi from com- 
municating with the rest of the people, and set 
them apart to be a holy tribe ; and purified them 
by water taken from perpetual sprinss, and with 
such sacrifices as were usually offered to God on 
the like occasions. He delivered to them also the 
tabemade, and the sacred vessels, and the other 
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curtains, which were made for covering the taber- 
nacle, that they might minister under the conduct 
of the priests, who had been already consecrated to 
God. 

2. He also determined concerning animals ; 
which of them might be used for food, and which 
they were obliged to abstain from ; which matters, 
when this work shall give me occasion, shall be 
fiffther explained ; and the causes sliall be added, 
by which he was moved to allot some of them to 
be our food, and enjoined us to abstain from others. 
However, be entirely forbade us tlie use of blood 
for food, and esteemed it to contain the soul and 
spirit. He also forbade us to eat the flesh of an 
animal that died of itself, as also the caul, and the 
£at of goats, and sheep, and buUs. 

3. He also ordered, that those whose bodies were 
afflicted with leprosy, and who had a gonorrhcsa, 
should not come into the city ;* nay, he removed 
the women, when they had their natural purgations, 
till the seventh day ; after which he looked on them 
as pure, and permitted them to come in again. The 
law permits those who have taken care of funerals 
to come in after the same manner, when this num- 
ber of days is over ; but if any continued longer 
than that number of days in a state of pollution, 
the law appointed the offering two lambs for a 
crifice ; Uie one of which they are to purge by fire, 
and for the other, the priests take it for themselves. 
In the same manner do those sacrifice who have 
had the gonorrhcoa. But he that sheds his seed in 
his sleep, if he go down into cold water, has the 
same privilege with those who have hiwfuUy accom- 
panied with their wives. And for the lepers, he 
suffered them not to come into the city at all, nor 
to live with any others, as if they were in effect, 
dead persons : but if any one had obtained, by 
prayer to God, the recovery from that distemper, 
and had gained a healthful complexion again, such 
a one returned thanks to God, with several sorts 
of sacrifices, concerning which we will speak 
hereafter. 

4. Whence one cannot but smile at those who 
say that Moses was himself afflicted wiUi the leprosy 
when he fled out of Egypt, and that he became the 
conductor of those who on that account left that 
country, and led them into the land of Canaan ; for, 
had this been true, Moses would not have made 
these laws to his own dishonour, which indeed it 
was more likely he would have opposed, if others 
had endeavoured to introduce them ; and this the 
rather, because there are lepers in many nations, 
who are yet in honour, and not only free from re- 
proach and avoidance, but who have been great 
captains of armies, and been entrusted with high 
offices in the commonwealth, and have had the 
privilege of entering into holy pUces and tem- 
ples ; so that nothing hindered, but if either Moses 
himself, or the multitude that was with him, had 
been liable to such a misfortune in the colour of his 
skin, he might have made hiws about them for their 
credit and advantage, and have laid no manner of 
difficulty upon them. Accordingly, it is a plain 
case, that it is out of violent prejudice only, that 
they report these things about us ; but Moses was 
pure from any such distemper, and lived with coun- 
trymen who were pure of it also, and thence made 
the laws which concerned others that had the dis- 

• We Tn«7 ate hen note, tbftt Jonphnt frnqusBtly odb th* Munp th* 
gU^. and ciMflourtortha Uoutio tabcnuol* a UmaU, and tba tabamttola 
Itwir a holy Aohm, with aUiuloa to tha htttr dty, tamplib •»* Ikoly 
IkHiM. whfih ha kaaw ao «eU long aftomMib 



temper. He did this for the honour of God ; but 
as to these matters, let every one consider them 
after what manner he pleases. 

5. As to the women, when they have bom a 
child, Moses forbade them to come into the temple, 
or touch the sacrifices, before forty days were over, 
supposing it to be a boy ; but if she has bom agiri, 
the Uw is that i^e cannot be admitted before twice 
that number of days be over ; and when after the 
before mentioned time appointed for them^ they 
perform their sacrifices, the priests distribute them 
before God. 

6. But if any one suspect that his wife has been 
ffuilty of adultery, he was to bring a tenth deal of 
barley flour ; they then cast one handful to God, 
and gave the rest of it to the priests for food. One 
of the priests set the woman at the gates that are 
turned towards the temple, and took the veil from 
her head, and wrote the name of God on parch- 
ment, and enjoined her to swear that she had not 
at all injured her husband ; and to wish that, if 
she had violated her chastity, her right thigh might 
be put out of joint ; that her belly might swells and 
that she might die thus : but that if her husband, 
by the violence of his affection, and of the jealousy 
which arose from it, had been rashly moved to this 
suspicion, that she might bear a male child in the 
tenth month. Now when these oaths were over, 
the priest wiped the name of God out of the parch- 
ment, and wrung the water into a vial. He also 
took some dust out of the temple (if any happened 
to be there), and put a little of it into the vul, and 
gave it her to drink ; whereupon the woman, ^ she 
were unjustly accused, conceived with child, and 
brought it to perfection in her womb : but if she 
had broken her faith of wedlock to her husband, 
and had swom falsely before God, she died in a 
reproachful manner : her thigh fell off from her, 
and her belly swelled with a dropsy. And these 
are the ceremonies about sacrifices, and about the 
purifications thereto belonging, which Moses pro- 
vided for his oountiymen. He also prescribed the 
following laws to them : — 



CHAPTER XII. 

SBVBiUL LAWS. 

§ 1. As for adultery, Moses forbade it entirely, as 
esteeming it a happy thing that men should be wise 
in the affairs of wedlock ; and that it was profitable 
both to cities and families that children should be 
known to be genuine. He also abhorred men's 
lying with their mothers, as one of the greatest 
crimes ; and the like for lying with the father's 
wife, and with aunts, and sisters, and sons' wives, 
as all instances of abominable wickedness. He also 
forbade a man to lie with his wife when she was 
defiled by her natural purgation : and not to come 
near brute beasts ; nor to approve of the lying with 
a nude, which was to hunt after unlawful pleasures 
on account of beauty. To those who were guil^ of 
such insolent behaviour, he ordained death for their 
punishment 

2. As for the priests, he prescribed to them a 
double degree of purity :* for he restrained them 

' Thaaa worrtB of JoMpbw aia nftiaitebla. that tba lawgivar of tha 
Jew* nquliM of tha prieau a doable decree of purity. In eomp«riaon ot 
that raoulRd of the pvople. of whieh be givea aeversl Untaacea imnwdU 
atelJT* ItwaaforoartalnthaoaaealMaiiUMictbaftniGhriatiaiM^gf tha 
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:^ ^e intunccg above, and moreover forbade them 
r. mmiTj faftrlolB. He also forbade them to marry 
• ^^ or & captirey and such as g;ot their living by 
' Bg trades, and by keeping inns : as sIm) a 
parted from her husband, on any account 
Nay, he did not think it proper for 
6e ki^-prieBt to marry even the widow of one 
taks waa deAd, though he allowed that to the 
rsste ; bat he permitted him only to marry a 
"■jpn, and to retain her. Whence it is that the 
-2A isieet is m>t to come near to one that is dead, 
i^^oa^ tbe rest are not prohibited from ooming 
>sar to their brethren, or parents, or children,' when 
■^ are desbd ; but they are to be unblemished in 
i^ reitpectB. He ordered that tbe priest, who had 
ULv bXemifih, should have his portion indeed among 
•ie priests ; bot he forbade him to ascend the al- 
ar, or to enter into the holy house. He also en- 
filled them, not only to observe purity in their 
smsied ministrations, but in their daily conversa- 
s<.a, that it might be unblameable also ; and on 
thift aoconnt it is that those who wear the sacerdo- 
a3 garments are without spot, and eminent for their 
pcrity and sobriety : nor are they permitted to 
drink wine so long as they wear those garments.* 
Mijreover, they offer sacrifices that are entire, and 
kave no defect whatsoever. 

3. And truly Moses gave them all these precepts, 
being sneh as were olwerved during his own life- 
time ; bat thopgh he lived now in the wilderness, 
let did he make provision how they might observe 
the same laws when they should have taken tlie 
l&nd of Canaan. He gave them rest to the land 
frum ploughing and planting every seventh year, 
a» he had prescribed to them to rest from working 
every seventh day ; and ordered, that then what 
grew of its own accord out of the earth, should in 
oiramon belong to all that pleased to use it, making 
nu distinction in tliat respect between their own 
countr^'men and foreigtiers : and he ordained, that 
ihey sboold do the same after seven times seven 
years, which in all are fifty years ; and that fiftieth 
Vear is called by the Hebrews 2'ke JuUlee, wherein 
debtors are freed from their debts, and slaves are 
set at liberty ; which slaves became such, though 
they were of the same stock, by transgressing some 
of those laws the punishment of which was not capi- 
tal, but they were punished by this method of 
slavery. This year also restores the land to its 
former possessors in the manner following : — When 
tbe Jubilee is come, which name denotes liberty, 
be that sold the laud, and he that bought it, meet 
together, and make an estimate, on one hand, of the 
fiuits gathered ; and, on the other hand, of the ex- 
penses laid out upon it If the fruits gathered, 
come to more than the expenses laid out, he that 
Bijld it, takes the land a^in ; but if the expenses 
prove more than the fnuts, the present possessor 
receives of the former owner the difference that 
wu wanting, and leaves the hind to him ; and if 
tbe fruits received, and the expenses laid out, prove 
equal to one another, the present possessor relin- 
quishes it to the former owners. Moses would 
have tbe same law obtain as to those houses also 
which were sold in vilhtges ; but he made a differ- 
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j ent law for such as were sold in a city ; for if he 
that sold it tendered the purchaser his money again 
within a year, he was forced to restore it ; but in 
ease a whole year had intervened, the purchaser 
was to enjoy what he had bought. Tliis was the 
constitution of the laws which Moses learned of 
God when the camp lay under mount Sinai ; and 
this he delivered in writing to the Hebrews. 

4. Now when this settlement of laws seemed to 
to be well over, Moses thought fit at length to take 
a review of the host, as thinking it nroper to settle 
the affairs of war. So he chared tne neads of the 
tribes, excepting the tribe of Levi, to take an exact 
account of the number of those that were able to 
go to war ; for as to the Levites they were holy, 
and free from all such burdens. Now when the 
people had been numbered, there were found six 
hundred thousand that were able to go to war, from 
twenty to fifty years of age, besides three thousand 
six hundred and fifty. 1 nstead of Levi, Moses took 
Manasseh, the son of Joseph, among the heads of 
tribes ; and Ephraim instead of Joseph. It was 
indeed the desire of Jacob himself to Joseph, that 
he would give him his sons to be his own by adop- 
tion, as I have before related. 

5. When they set up the tabernacle, they re- 
ceived it into the midst of their camp, three of the 
tribes pitching their tents on each side of it ; and 
roads were cut through the midst of these tents. 
It was Uke a well appointed market ; and every 
thing was there ready for sale in due order ; and 
all sorts of artificers were in the shops ; and it re- 
sembled nothing so mndi as a city that sometimes 
was moveable, and sometimes fixed. The priests 
had the ^t places about the tabem&cle ; then the 
Levites, who, because their whole multitude was 
reckoned from thirty days old, were twenty-three 
thousand ei^ht hundred and eighty males ; and, 
during the time that the cloud stood over the ta- 
bernacle, they thought proper to stay in the same 
place, as supposing that God there inhabited 
among them ; but when that removed, they jour- 
neyed also. 

6. Moreover, Moses vta the inventor of the form 
of their trumpet, which was made of silver. Its 
description is this : — In length it was little lesH 
than a cubit. It was composed of a narrow tube, 
somewhat thicker than a fiute, but wiUi so much 
bi'eadth as was sufficient for admission of the 
breath of a man's mouth : it ended in the form of a 
bell, like common trumpets. Its sound was called 
in the Hebrew tongue Aiotra, Two of these being 
made, one of them was sounded when they required 
the multitude to come together to congregations. 
When the first of them gave a signal, the heads of 
the tribes were to assemble, and consult about the 
affairs to them properly belonging ; but when they 
gave the signal by both of them, they called the 
multitude together. Whenever the tabernacle was 
removed, it was done in this solemn order : — At 
the first abtrm of the trumpet, those whose tents 
were on the east quarter prepared to remove ; when 
the second signal was given, those that were on the 
south quarter did the like ; in the next pUuse, the 
tabernacle was taken to pieces, and was carried in 
the midst of six tribes that went before, and of six 
that followed, aU the Levites assisting about the 
tabernacle ; when the third signal was given, that 
part which had their tents towards the west, put 
themselves in motion ; and at the fourth signal* 

I those on the north did so likewise. They also made 
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use of these trumpets in their sacred ministrations, 
when they were bringing their sacrifices to the 
altar, as well on the Sabbaths as on the rest of the 
[festival] days ; and now it was that Moses o£fered 
that sacrifice which was called the PasMowr in the 
WUdenun, as the first he had offered after the 
departure out of Egypt. 



CHAPTER XITI. 

HOW MOSfiS REMOVED PROM MOUNT SINAI, AND CON- 
DUCTED THE PEOPLE TO THE B0RDEB8 OP tHE 
CANAANITE8. 

A LITTLE while afterwards he rose np, and went 
from mount Sinai ; and, having passed through 
several mansions, of which we will speak anon, he 
came to a place called Hattroth, where the multi- 
tude began again to be mutinous, and to blame 
Moses for the misfortunes they had suffered in their 
travels ■; and that when he haid persuaded them to 
leave a good land, they at once nad lost that land, 
and instead of that happy state he had promised 
them, they were still wandering in their present 
miserable condition, being already in want of wa- 
ter ; and if the manna should happen to fail, they 
must then utterly perish. Yet while they generally 
spake many and sore things against the man, there 
was one of them who exhorted them not to be un- 
mindful of Moses, and of what great pains he had 
been at about their common suety ; and not to 
despair of assistance from God. The multitude 
thereupon became still more unruly, and more 
mutinous against Moses than before. Hereupon 
Moses, although he was so basely abused bpr them, 
encouraged them in their despairing condition, and 
promised that he would procure them a great quan- 
tity of flesh-meat, and tlutt not for a few days only, 
but for many days. This they were not willing to 
believe ; and when one of them asked, whence he 
could obtam such vast plenty of what he promised, 
he replied, " Neither God nor I, althou^ we hear 
such opprobrious language from you, will leave off 
our labours for you ; and this shall soon appear 
also." As soon as ever he had said this, the whole 
camp was filled with quails, and they stood round 
about then^ and gathered them in great numbers. 
However^ it was not long ere God punished the 
Hebrews for theur insolence, and those reproaches 
they had used towards him, for no small nimiber 
of them died ; and still to this day the place retains 
the memory of this destmction, and is named Ki- 
broth-kaitaatah, which is, 7'he Gixitet of Lwt. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

now M0SB8 BENT SOME PERSONS TO SEARCH OUT THE 
LAND OF THE CANAAN 1TK8, AND THE LARGENESS OP 
THEIR CITIES ; AND FARTHER, THAT WHEN THOSE 
WHO WERE SENT WERE RETURNED, AFTER FORTY 
DATS, AND REPORTED THAT THEY SHOULD NOT BE 
A MATCH FOR THEM, AND EXTOLLED THE STRENGTH 
OP THE CANAANITES, THE MULTITUDE WERE DIS- 
TURBED, AND FELL INTO DESPAIR ; AND WERE 
RESOLVED TO STONE MOSES, AND TO RETURN BACK 
AGAIN INTO EGYPT, AND SERVE THE EGYPTIANS. 

§ U When Moses had led the Hebrews away from 
thenoe to a place called Paran, which was near to 



the borders of the Canaanites, and a place difficult 
to be continued in, he gathered the multitude toge- 
ther to a congregation ; and standing in the midst 
of them, he said, ^ Of the two things that Grod de- 
termined to bestow upon us. Liberty, and the Pos- 
session of a Happy Country, the one of them ye 
already are partekers of, by the gift of God, and 
the other you will quickly obtain ; for we now have 
our abode near the borders of the Canaanites, and 
nothing can hinder the acquisition of it, when we 
now at last are fallen upon it : I say, not only no 
king nor city, but neither the whole race of man- 
kind, if they were all gathered together, could do 
it. Let us therefore prepare ourselves for the 
work, for the Canaanites will not resign up their 
land to us without fighting, but it must be wrested 
from them by great struggles in war. Let us then 
send spies, who may take a view of the goodness of 
the land, and what strength it is of ; but, above all . 
things, let us be of one mind, and let us honour • 
God, who above all is our helper and assister." 

2. When Moses had said thus, the multitude re- 
quited him with marks of respect ; and chose twelve 
spies, of the most emin^it men, one out of each 
tribe, who, passing over all the land of Canaan, 
from the borders of Egypt, came to the city Ha- 
math, and to mount Lebanon ; and having learned 
the nature of the hmd, and of its inhabitants, they 
came home, having spent forty days in the whole 
work. They also brought with them of the fruits 
which the kmd bare ; they also showed them the ex- 
cellency of those fruits, and gave an account of the 
grcAt quantity of the good thincs that land afforded, 
which were motives to the multitude to go to war. 
But then they terrified them again with the great 
difficulty there was in obtaining it ; that the nvers 
were so laree and deep that they could not be passed 
over ; and that the hills were so high that they could 
not travel along for them ; that the cities were 
strong with walls, and their firm fortifications round 
about them. They told them also, that tliey found 
at Hebron, the posterity of the giants. Accord- 
ingly these spies, who had seen the land of Canaan, 
when they perceived that all these difficulties were 
greater there than they had met with since they 
came out of Egypt, they were affrighted at them 
themselves, and endeavoured to affright the multi- 
tude also. 

3. So they supposed, from what they had heard, 
that it was impossible to get the possession of the 
countrv. And when the congregation was dissolved, 
they, tneir wives and children, continued their la- 
mentation, as if God would not indeed assist them, 
but only promised them fiiur. They also again 
blamed Moses, and made a clamour against him 
and his brother Aaron, the high-priest. Accord- 
ingly they passed that night very ill, and with 
contumelious language agunst them ; but in the 
morning they ran to a congregation, intending to 
stone Moses and Aaron, and so to return back into 
Egypt 

4. But of the spies, there were Joshua, the son 
of Nun, of the tribe of Ephraim, and Caleb, of the 
tribe of Judah, that were afrnid of the consequence, 
and came into the midst of them, and stilled the 
multitude, and desired them to be of good courage ; 
and neither to condemn God, as havinz told them 
lies, nor to hearken to those who had afirighted 
them, by telling them what was not true concerning 
the Canaanites, but to those that encouraged them 
to hope for good success ; and that tliey should gain 
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: eadeKvoor to pacify the rage they were in. 

^ MoBes and Aaron fell on the ground, and be- 

> .z^sL God, not for their own deliyersnce, but that 

« mid pot » atop to what the people were un- 

'eav doing, and would bring their mmda to a quiet 
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CHAPTER XV. 

was DISPLSAftBD AT TBI8, AlfD FOBB- 
TILB TflLaY GOn WAS ANOBT, A|ID THAT TBIT 

5aocu» ooirnntni iif thb wiLDBannt foe 

r^KTT TSAB9, AND HOT, DUKTlfO THAT TtMB, BI- 

Tua mKtuBjt lino botpt, ob takb POtsaaiON op 

Ck5AAJ«. 

§ I. Mosbs eanse now boldly to the multitude, and 

sformed them that God was moved at their abuse 

*C bjm, and would inflict punishment upon them, 

MC indeed 8a<^ as they deserred for their sins, but 

neh aa parents inflicted on their children, in order 

ti their correction : For, he said, that when he was 

b the tabernacle, and was bewailing with tears that 

Mstrocdon which was coming upon them, God 

pa; him in mind what things he had done for them, 

lad what benefits they had received from him, and 

Tn how ungrateful they had been to him ; that 

just now diey had been induced, throuffh the tim- 

cnnissesB of the spies, to think that their words 

vere truer than his own promise tothem ; and that 

QQ this account, though he would not indeed destroy 

them an, nor utterly extirpate their nation, which 

ke had honoured more man any other part of 

m^nV^iwIj yet he would not permit them to take 

fo^eseaaa of the hmd of Canaan, nor enjoy its hap- 

pbess ; but would make them wander in the wil- 

dmiesB, and lire without a fixed habitation, and 

vithont a city, for forty years together, as a pnn- 

i^nxient for this their transgreflsion ; but that he 

lath pnmused to gire that land to our children, 

and that be would make them the possessors of 

those good things which, by your un^yemed pas- 

Biofis, you have deprived yourselves of. 

2. When Moses had discoursed thus to them, 
acooidmg to the direction of God, the multitude 
grieved, snd were in affliction, and entreated Moses 
to procure their reconciliation to God, and to per- 
mit them no longer to wander in the wilderness, 
bat to bestow aties upon them ; but he replied, 
that God would not permit of any such trial, for 
thai God was not moved to this determination fimn 



any human levity or anger, but that he had tudiei- 
I ally condemned them to that punishment. Now we 
' are not to disbelieve that Moses, who was but a 
single person, pacified so many ten thousands when 
they were in anger, and converted them to a mild- 
ness of temper ; for God was with him, and pre- 
pared the way to his persuasions of the multitude ; 
and as they bad often been disobedient, they were 
now sensible that such dinobedienoe was disadvan- 
tageous to them, and that they had still thereby 
fallen into calamities. 

3. But this man was admirable for his virtue, 
and powerftU in making men give credit to what he 
delivered, not only during the time of his natural 
life, but even there is still no one of the Hebrews, 
who does not act even now aa if Moses were pre* 
sent, and ready to puniah him if he should do any 
thing that is indecent ; nay, there is no one but is 
obedient to what kws he ordained, altiiougfa they 
might be ooaoealed in their transgrsssions. There 
are also many other deoMMistrations that his power 
was more than human, for still some tiiere have 
been, who have come from the parte beyond Eu- 
phrates, a journey of fbur montns, through many 
dangers^ and at great expenses, in honour of our 
temple ; and yet, when they had offered theur ob- 
lations, could not npirtake of their own sacrifices, 
beeanse Moses had forbidden it» by somewhat in 
the law that did not permit them, or somewhat that 
had befallen them, which our ancienieaatoma made 
inooaaistent therewith ; some of these did not sa- 
crifice at all, and others left their ncrifices in an 
imperfect condition ; nay, many were not able, eves 
at first, so much aa to enter into the temple, but 
went thor ways in this state, as preferrinff a sab- 
mission to the laws of Mosea before the fuTfiUing of 
their own indinationa, even when they had no fear 
upon them that any body could eonviet them, but 
only out of a reverence to their own conseienoe. 
Thus this legislation, which appeared to be divine, 
made this man to be esteemed as one superior to 
his own nature. Nay, fiuther, a little before the 
beginning of this war, when Claudiua waa emperor 
of the Romans, and Ismael waa our high-prieaty 
and when so great a famine* was come upon us, 
that one tenth deal [of wheat] waa sold for four 
draehnue, and when no less thsn seventy eori of 
flour were brought into the temple, at the feast of 
unleavened bread (these eori are thhrty-one Sicilian, 
but forty-one Athenian medimni), not one of the 
priesto was so hardy as to eat one crumb of it, even 
while so great a distress waa upon the land ; and 
this out of a dread of the law, and of that wrath 
which God retaina against acta of wickedness, even 
when no one can accuse the actors. Whence we 
are not to wonder at what waa then done, while to 
ioB veiy day the writings left by Moses have so 
ffreat a force, that even those that hate us do con- 
fess, that he who established this setUement waa 
God, and that it was by the mesne of Moses, and 
of Us virtue: but as to these matters, let every one 
take them as he tlunks fit. 
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BOOK IV. 

CONTAlIflNO THB INTERVAL OF THIBTT-EIOHT TEARS. 

PROM THE REJECTION OP THAT GENERATION, TO THE DEATH OP MOSES. 



CHAPTER I. 

mS PIOHT OF THB HEBREWS WITH THB CAN AANITES, 
WITHOUT THB CONSENT OF MOSES ; AND THEIR 
DEFEAT. 

§ 1 . Now this life of the Hebrews in the wilderness 
was so disagreeable and troublesome to them, and 
they were so uneasy at it, that although God bad 
forbidden them to meddle with the Canaanites, yet 
could they not be persuaded to be obedient to the 
words of Moses, and to be quiet ; but sopponing 
thev should be able to beat their enemies, even 
without his approbation, they accused him, and 
suspected that he made it his business to keep them 
in a distressed condition, that tiiey might always 
stand in need of his ossLstance. Accordmgly they 
resolved to fight with the Canaanites, and said that 
God gave them his assistance, — not out of regard 
to Moses's intercessions, but because he took care 
of their entire nation, on account of their forefa' 
thers, whose affairs he took under his own conduct ; 
as also, that it was on account of their own virtue^ 
that he had formerly procured them their lilierty, 
and would be assisting to them, now they were will- 
ing to take pains for it. They also said that they 
were possessed of abilities sufficient for the conquest 
of their enemies, although Moses should have a 
mind to alienate God from them ; that, however, it 
was for their advantage to be their own masters, 
and not so far to rejoice in their deliverance frvm 
the indignities they endured under the Egyptians, 
as to b^ the tyranny of Moses over them, and to 
suffer themselves to be deluded, and live acoordinff 
to his pleasure, as though God did only foreteU 
what concerns us out of his kindness to him, as if 
they were not all the posterity of Abraham ; that 
God made him alone, the author of all the know- 
ledge we have, and we must still leani it from him ; 
that it would be a piece of prudence to oppose his 
arrogant pretences, and to put their conndence in 
God, and to resolve to take possession of that land 
whidi he had promised them, and not to give ear 
to him, who, on this account, and under the pretence 
of divine authority, forbade them so to do. Con- 
sidering, therefore, the distressed state they were 
in at present, and that in those desert places thev 
were still to expect things would be worse with 
them, the^ resolved to fight with the Canaanites, 
as submittmg only to God, their supreme command- 
er, and not waiting for any assistance from their 
legislator. 

2. When, therefore, they had come to this reso- 
lution, as being best for them, they went against 
their enemies ; but those enemies were not dis- 
maved, either at the attack itself, or at the great 
multitade that made it, and received them with 
great courage. Many of the Hebrews were slain ; 



and the remainder of the army, upon the disorder 
of their troops, were pursued, and fled, after a 
shameful manner, to their camp. Whereupon this 
unexpected misfortune made them quite despond ; 
and they hoped for nothing that was good ; as ga- 
thering from it, that this affliction came fix>m Uie 
wrath of God, because they rashly went out to war 
without his approbation. 

3. But when Moses saw how deeply they were 
affected with this defeat, and bein^ anaid lest the 
enemies should grow insolent upon Uiis victory, and 
should be desirous of gaining still greater glory, 
and should attack them, he resolved that it was 
proper to withdraw the army into the wilderness to 
a farther distance from the Canaanites : so the 
multitude gave themselves up a^;ain to his conduct ; 
for they were sensible that, without his care for 
them, their affairs would not be in a good condition ; 
and ho caused the host to remove, and he went far- 
ther into the wilderness, as intending there to let 
them rest, and not to permit them to fight the Ca- 
naanites before God should afford them a more fa- 
vourable opportunity. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE SEDITION OF CORAH AND OF THB MULTITUDE 
AGAINST MOSES, AND AGAINST BIS BROTHER, CON- 
CERNING THB PRIESTHOOD. 

§ 1. That which is usually the case of great armies, 
and especially upon ill success, to be hard to be 
pleased, and governed with difficulty, did now befal 
the Jews ; for they being in number six hundred 
tliousand, and, by reason of tlieir great multitude, not 
readily subject to their governors, even in prosper- 
ity, they at this time were more than usually angry, 
both against one another and against their leader, 
because of the distress they were in, and the cala- 
mities they then endured. Such a sedition overtook 
them, as we have not the like example either among 
the Greeks or the Barbarians, by which they were 
in danger of being all destroyed, but were notwith- 
standing saved by Moses, who would not remember 
that he had been almost stoned to death by them. 
Nor did God neglect to prevent their ruin ; but, 
notwithstanding the. indignities they had offered 
their legislator and the laws, and their disobedience 
to the commandments whidi he had sent them by 
Moses, he delivered them from those terrible cala- 
mities, which, without his providential care, had 
been brought upon them by this sedition. So I will 
first explain the cause whence this sedition arose, 
and then will give an account of the sedition itself; 
as also of what settiements Moses made for their 
government, after it was over. 
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2. Gonh, a Hebrew of principal account, both by 
Ls fiunilj and hj hia wealth, one that was also able 
•* spe&k welly «nd one that ooitld eaaiiy persuade 
'. K pe<^le by his speeches, saw that Moses was in 
n exeeediiig great dignity, and was uneasy at it, 
md envied him on that account (he was of the same 
iribe with Moses, and of kin to him), was partieu- 
iariy grieved, because he thought he better deserved 
lias hoooiumble post on account of his gi«st riches, 
aad not inferior to him in his birth, so he laised 
a damour against him among the Levites, who 
v«re of the same tribe, and especially among his 
cadred, aaying, ** That it was a very tad thing that 
ibey should overlook Moses, while he hunted after, 
■ad paved the way to glory for himself, and by ill 
kits ahoold obtain it, under the pretence of God's 
aonmosuad, while, contrary to the Uws, he had given 
ibe prieathood to Aaron, not by the common suf- 
iiwffs of the multitude, but by his own vote, as bes- 
towing dignities in a tyrannical way on whom he 
pkaaed." He added, <* That this concealed way of 
imposiiig on them was harder to be borne than if it 
had been done by an open force upon them, because 
he did now not only take away their power without 
their eonseot, but even while they were unapprized 
of his contrivances against them ; for whosoever 
is conscious to himself that he deserves any dignity, 
aims to get it by persuasion, and not by an arrogant 
method of violence ; but those that believe it im> 
possible to obtain th«>8e honours justly, make a show 
of goodness, and do not introduce force, but by 
cunning tricks grow wickedly powerful : that it was 
proper^ for the multitude to punish such men, even 
whUe ihey think themselves concealed in their de- 
signs, and not suffer ^em to gain strength, till 
they have them for their open enemies. For what 
aeooont," added he, << ia Moses able to give, why he 
has bestowed the priesthood on Aaron and hb 
sons 1 for if God had determined to bestow that 
honour on one of Uie tribe of Levi, I am more 
worthy of it than he is ; I myself being equal to 
Moees by my family, and superior to him both in 
riches and in age : but if God had determined to 
bestow it on the eldest tribe, that of Reuben might 
have it most justly ; and then Dathan, and Abiram, 
and [On, the son of ] Peleth, would have it ; for 
these are the oldest men of that tribe, and potent 
on account of their great wealth also.'* 

3. Now Corah, wnen he said this, had a mind to 
appear to take care of the public wel£ue ; but in 
reality he was endeavouring to procure to have 
that dignity transferred by 3ie multitude to him- 
self. Thus did he, out of a malignant design, but 
with plausible words, discourse to those of bis own 
tribe ; and when these words did gradually spread 
to more of the people, and when the hearers still 
sdded to what tended to the scandals that were cast 
upon Aaron, the whole army was full of them. Now 
of those that conspired with Corah, there were two 
hundred and fifty, and those of the principal men 
abo, who were eager to have the pnesthood taken 
away from Moses's brother, and to bring him into 
disfpsce : nay, the multitude themselves were pro- 
voked to be seditious, and attempted to stone Mo- 
tes, and gathered themselves together after an in- 
deoent manner, with confusion and disorder. And 
now they all were, in a tumultuous manner, raising 
a clamour before the tabernacle of God, to prose- 
cute the tyrant, and to relieve the multitude from 
their slavery under him who, under colour of the 
divine conunands, laid violent injunctions upon 



them ; 



for that had it been God who chose one that 
was to perform the office of a priest, he would have 
raised a worthy person to that dignity, and would 
not have produced such a one as was inferior to 
many others, nor have given him that office ; and 
that in case he had judged it fit to bestow it on 
Aaron, he would have permitted it to tlie multitude 
to bestow it, and not have left it to be bestowed by 
his own brother. 

4. Now although Moses had a great while ago 
foreseen this calumny of Corah, and had seen that 
the people were irritated, yet was he not affrighted 
at it ; but being of good courage, because he had 
given them right advice about their affaire, and 
knowing that lus brother had been made partaker 
of the priesthood at the command of God, and not 
by his own favour to him, he came to the assem* 
biy : and, as for the multitude, he said not a word 
to them, but spake as loud to Corah as he could ; 
and being very skilftil in making speeches, and 
having this natural talent among others, that he 
could greatly move the multitude with his dis- 
courses, he eaid, ** O Corah, both thou and all these 
with thee (pouiting to the two hundred and fifty men) 
seem to bo worthy of this honour ; nor do I pretend 
but that this whole company may be worthy of the like 
dignity, although they may not be so rich, or so great 
as you are : nor have I taken and given this offies 
to my brother, because he excelled others in riches^ 
fbr thou exceedest us both in the greatness of thy 
wealth ;* nor indeed because he was of an eminent 
family, for God, by giving us the same commoii 
ancestor, has made our families equal : nay, nor 
was it out of brotherly affection, which another 
mifht yet have justly done ; for certainly unless I 
luid bestowed this honouroutof regard to God, and 
to his kws, I had not passed by myself, and given 
it to another, as being nearer of kin to myself than 
to my brother, and Iwving a closer intimacy with 
myself than I have with mm ; for surely it would 
not be a wise thing for me, to expose myself to the 
dangers of offending, and to bestow the happy em- 
ployment on this account upon another. But I am 
above such base practices : nor would God have 
overlooked thie matter, and seen himself thus dea^ 
pised ; nor would he have suffered you to be i^o- 
rant of what you were to do, in order to please lum ; 
but he hath himself chosen one that is to perform 
that sacred office to hkn, and thereby freed us from 
that care. So that it was nota thing that I pretend 
to give, but only according to the determination of 
God ; I therefore propose it still to be contended 
for bv such as please to put in for it, onlv desiring, 
that he who has been auneady preferred, and has 
already obtained it, mav be aUowed now also to 
offer himself for a candidate. He prefers your 
peace, and your living without sedition, to this 
honourable employment, although in truth it was 
with your approbation that he obtained it: for 
though God were the donor, yet do we not offend 
when -we think fit to accept it with your good-will ; 
yet would it have been an instance of impiety not 
to have taken that honourable employment when he 
offered it ; nay, it had been exceedingly unreason- 
able, when God had thought fit any one should 
have it for all time to come, and had made it ee- 
cure and firm to him, to have refused it. How- 
ever, he hhnself will judge again who it shall be 
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whom he would have to offer sacrifices to him, and 
to haye the direction of matters of religion ; for it 
18 absurd that Corah, who is ambitious of this ho- 
nour, should deprive God of the power of giving it 
to whom he pleases. Put an end, therefore, to your 
sedition and disturbance on this account ; and to> 
morrow morning do every one of you that desire 
the priesthood bring accuser firom home, and come 
hither with incense and fire : and do thou, Corah, 
leave the judgment to God, and await to see on 
which side he will give his determination upon this 
occasion, but do not thou make thyself greater than 
God. Do thou also come, that this contest about 
this honourable employment may receive determi- 
nation. And I suppose we may admit Aaron with- 
out offence, to offer himself to this scrutiny, since 
he is of the same lineage witfi thyself, and has done 
nothing in his priesthood that can be liable to ex- 
ception. Come ye therefore together, and offer 
your incense in public before all the people ; and 
when vou offer it, he whose sacrifice God shall ac- 
cept shall be ordained to the priesthood, and shall 
be dear of the present cahmmy on Aaron, as if I 
had granted him that iavour because he was my 
brother." 



CHAPTER III. 

HOW THOSE THAT 8TIIUIBD UP THIS SEDITION WERE 
OBSTBOrSO, AOCORDINO TO THE WILL OF GOD ; 
41ID BOW AAHOir, MOSES'S BROTHEB, BOTH HE AND 
HIS JHMTBBITT, BETAINED THE PB1B8TH00D. 

§ 1. When Moses had said this, the multitude left 
off the turbulent behaviour they had indulged, and 
the su^cion they had of Moses, and commended 
what he had said ; for those proposals were good, 
and were so esteemed of the people. At that time 
therefore, they dissolved the assembly ; but on the 
next day they came to the congregation, in order 
to be prosent at the sacrifice, and at the determina- 
tion that was to be made between the candidates 
for the priesthood. Now this consregation proved 
a turbulent one, and the multitude were in great 
suspense in expectation of what was to be done ; 
for some of them would have been pleased if Moses 
had been convicted of evil practices : but the wiser 
sort desired that they might be delivered from the 
preaont disorder and disturbance : for they were 
afraid, that if this sedition went on, the good order 
of their settlement would rather be destroyed ; but 
the whole body of the people do naturally delight 
in clamours against their govemors, and, by chang- 
ing their opinions upon the harangues of every 
apeaker, disturb the public tranquilli^. And now 
Moses sent messengers for Abiram and Dathan, 
»nd ordered them to come to the assembly, and 
wait there for the holy offices that were to be per- 
formed. But they answered the messenger, that 
they would not obey his summons ; nay, would not 
overlook Moses's behaviour, who was growing too 
great for them by evil practices. Now when Mo- 
ses heard of this their answer, he desired the heads 
of the people to follow him, and he went to the fac- 
tion of Dathan, not thinking it any frightful thing 
at all to ^ to these insolent people ; so they made 
no opposition, but went along with Um. But Da- 
than, and his associates, when they understood that 
Moses and the principal of the people were coining 
to them, eame out, with their wives and children. 



and stood before their tento, and looked to see what 
Moses would do. They had also their servants 
about them to defend &emselves, in case Moses 
should use force against them. 

2. But he came near, and lifted up his hands to 
heaven, and cried out with a loud voice, in order to 
be heard by the whole multitude, and said, ** O 
Lord <tf the creatures that are in the heaven, in 
the earth, and in the sea ; for thou art the most 
authentic witness to what I have done, that it has 
all been done by thy appointment, and that it was 
thou that affordest us assistance when we attempted 
any tlung, and sbowedst mercy on the Hebrews in 
all their distresses, do thou come now, and hear all 
that I say, for no action or thougllt escapes thv 
knowledge ; so that thou wilt not disdain to speak 
what is true, for my vindication, without any re- 
gard to the ungrateful imputations of these men. 
As for what was done before I was bom, thoa 
knowest best, as not leaming them hy report, but 
seeing them, and being present with them when 
they were done ; but for what has been done of 
lat^ and which Uiesemen, although they know 
them well enough, unjustly pretend to suspect, be 
thou my witness. When I lived a private quiet 
life, I left those good things, ^^bieh by my own dili- 
gence, and by thy oouneel, I enjoyed with Raguel 
my father-in-law ; and I gave myself up to this 
people, and underwent many miseries on their ao* 
count. I also bore great labours at first, in ofder 
to obtain liberty for them, and now in order to their 
preservation ; and have always showed myself 
ready to assist them in every distress of their*. 
Now, dierefore, since I am suspected by those very 
men whose being is owinff to my labours, come 
thou, as it is reasonable to hope thou wilt ; thou, I 
say, who ahowedst me that fire at mount Sinai ; 
andmadestme to hearito voice, and to see the 
sevenl wonders which that phyoe afforded me ; 
thou who eommandedst me to so to £gypt> and de- 
clare thy will to this people ; thou who disturhedst 
the happy estate of the Egyptians, and gavest ns 
the opportunity of fiying away from our slavery 
under them, and madest the dominion of Pharaoh 
inferior to my dominion ; thou who didst make the 
sea dry land for us, when we knew not whither to 
go, and didst overwhelm the Egyptians with thoae 
destructive waves which had been divided for us .* 
thou who didst bestow upon us the security of wea- 
pons when we were naked ; thou who didst make 
the fountains that were corrupted to flow, so as to 
be fit for drinking, and didst furnish us with water 
that came out of tiie rocks, when we were in the 
greatest want of it ; thou who didst preserve our 
fives with [quails, which was] food from the sea, 
when the fruito of the ground failed us ; thou who 
didst send us such food from heaven as had never 
been seen before ; thou who didst suggest to us the 
knowledge of thy laws, and appoint to us a form of 
government,-— oome thou, I say, O Lord of the 
whole worici^ and that as such a Judge and a Wit- 
ness to me as cannot be bribed, and show how I 
have never admitted of any g^ against justice, 
from any of the Hebrews, and have never con- 
demned a poor man that ought to have been ac- 
quitted, on account of one that was rich ; and have 
never attempted to hurt this commonwealth. I 
am now here present, and am suspected of a thing 
the remotest from my intentions, as if I had given 
the priesthood to Aaron, not at Uiy command^ but 
out of my own &vour to him ; do thou at this tima 
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demonstrsto thai all thioes are administered by thj 
proTidenoe, and that nothing happens by chance, 
Imt is governed by thy will, and thereby attains its 
eod : as also demonstrate ^t thou takest care of 
those that have done good to the Hebrews ; de- 
monstrate this, I say, by the punishment of Abiram 
and Dathan, yrbo condemn thee as an insensible 
Being, and one overcome by my contrivances. 
This wilt thou do by inflicting such an open pun- 
ishment on these men who so madly fly in the face 
of thy glory, as will take them out of the world, 
not in an ordinary manner, bat so that it may ap- 
pear they do not die after the manner of other men : 
let that Round which they tread u^n, open about 
them and consume them, with theur families and 
goods. This will be a demonstration of thy power 
to all men : and this method of their snflbrings will 
be an instruction of wisdom for those that entertain 
prophane sentiments of thee. By this means I 
shall be found a good servant in the precepts thou 
hast given by me. But if the calumnies they have 
raised against me be true, mayest thou preserve 
these men from every evil accident, and bring all 
that destruction on me which I have imprecated 
upon tiiem. And when thou hast inflicted punish- 
ment on those that have endeavoured to deal ua- 
justly with this people, bestow upon them concord 
and peace. Save this multitude that follow thy 
Qommandments, and preserve them free from harm, 
and let them not partake of the puniriiment of those 
that have sinned ; for thou knowest thyself it is not 
lust, that for the wickedness of those men the whole 
body of the Israelites shocdd 8o£fer pui^uihment" 

8. When Moses had said this, with tears in his 
ejres, the ground was moved on a sudden ; and the 
agitation uiat set it in motion was like that which the 
vmd produces in waves of the sea. The people 
ware all affrighted ; and the ground that was about 
&eir tents aimk down at the great noise, with a 
tenible sound, and carried ^diatsoever was dear to 
the seditious, into itself, who so entirely perished, 
that there was not the least appearance that any 
man had ever been seen there, the earth that had 
opened itself about them, closing again, and becom- 
ing entire as it was before, insomuch that such as 
aw it afterward, did not perceive that any such 
aeeident had happened to it. Thus did these men 
perish, and become a demonstration of the power 
of God. And truly, any one would lament them, 
not only on account of this calamity that befell 
them, which yet deserves our commiseration, but 
>]k> beeause their kindred were pleased witii their 
■offerings ; for they forgot the reUtion they bare 
to them, and at the sight of this sad accident ap- 
proved of the judgment given agamst them ; and 
heeaoae they looked upon the people about Dathan 
as pestilent men, they thoueht they perished as 
mdi, and did not grieve for them. 

4. And now Moses called for those that con- 
tended about the priesthood, that trial might be 
nude ^10 should be priest, and that he whose sa- 
erifioe QtMl was beet pleased with, might be or- 
<luaed to that function. There attended two hun- 
dred and fifty men, who indeed were honoured by 
the people, not only on account of the power of 
^eir ancestors, but also on account of their own, 
in whieh they excelled the others : Aaron also and 
Gorsh came forth, and they all offered incense, in 
those censers of theurs which they brought with 
them before the tabeniaeleu Hereupon so great a 
fire shone out as no one ever saw m any that is 



made by the hand of man, neither in those erup 
tions out of the earth that are caused by subterra- 
neous burning nor in such fires as arise of their 
own accord m the woods, when the agitation is 
caused by the trees rubbing one aeainst anotiier : 
but this fire was very bn^t, and had a terrible 
flame, such as is kindled at the command of God ; 
by whose irruption on them, all the company, and 
Corah himself, were destroyed,*and this so entirely, 
that thew very bodies left no remains behind them. 
Aaron alone was jpeserved, and not at all hurt by 
the fire, because it was God that sent the fire, to 
bum those only who ought to be burned. Here- 
upon Moses, ailer these men were destroyed, was 
desirous that the memory of this indgment might 
be delivered down to posterity, and that future aM 
might be acquainted with it ; and so he commanded 
Eleaar, the son of Aaron, to put their censers neat 
the brazen altar, that they might be a memorial to 
posterity of what these men suffered, for supposing 
that the power of Grod might be eluded. And thus 
Aaron was now no longer esteemed to have tha 
priesthood by the fikvour of Moses, but bv the pub 
lie judgment of God ; and thus he and his childrsa 
peaceably enjoyed that honour afterward. 



CHAPTER IV. 

WHAT HAPPEVKD TO TBB HBB&BW8 nUBTBO THnOT- 
BIOHT TBAB8 IN THB WILDBRlfBSS. 

$ 1. HowBVKB, this sedition was so fiur from eeaa* 
inguponthisdestmction, that it grew much stronger, 
and became more intolerable. And the occasion of 
its growing worse was of that nature, as made it 
likely the calamity would never cease, but last for 
a long time ; for the men, believing already that 
nothing is done without the providence of God, 
would have it that these things came thus to pass^ 
not without Crod's favour to Moses ; they therefore 
laid the blame upon him, that God was so angiy, 
and that this happened, not so much because ofthd 
wickedness of those that were punished, as because 
Moses procured the punishment ; and that these 
men hail been destroyed without any sin of thebs, 
only because they were zealous about the divine 
worship ; as also, that he who had been the canso 
of this diminution of the people, by destroying so 
many men, and those the most excellent of £em 
all, besides his escaping any punishment himself, 
had now given the priesthood to his brother so 
firmly, that nobody could any longer dispute it with 
him ; for no one else, to be sure, could now put in 
for i^ since he must have seen those that first did 
so, to have miserably perished. Nay, besides this, 
the kindred of those that were destroyed, made 
great entreaties to the multitude to abate the arro*- 
gance of Moses, because it would be safest for them 
so to do. 

2. Now Moses, upon his hearing for a good 
while that the people were tumultuous, was afraid 
that they would attempt some other innovation, and 
that some great and sad cabunity would be tiie con- 
sequence. He called the multitude to a congrega^ 
tion, and patientiy heard what apology they had to 
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make for themselves, without opposing them, and 
this lest he should imbitter the multitude : he only 
desired the heads, of the tribes to bring their rods,* 
with the names of their txibes inscrib^ upon them, 
and that he should reoeive the priesthood in whose 
rod God should give a sign. This was agreed to. 
So the rest brought their rods, as did Aaron also, 
who had written tiie tribe of Levi ^n his rod. 
These rods Moses laid up in the tabernacle of God. 
On the next day he brought out the rods, which 
were known from one another by those who brought 
them, they having distinctly noted them, as had 
the multitude also ; and as to the rest, in die same 
form Moses had received them, in that they saw 
them still ; but they also saw buds and branches 
grown out of Aaron's rod, with ripe fruits upon 
uem : they were almonds, the rod having been cut 
out of that tree. The people were so amazed at 
this strange sighc, that though Moses and Aaron 
were before under some degree of hatred, they now 
laid that hatred aside, and began to admire the 
judgment of God concerning them ; so that here- 
after they appbiuded what God had decreed, and 
permitted AJueon to enjoy the priesthood peaceably. 
And thus Grod ordained him priest, three sevend 
times, and he retained that honour without farther 
disturbance. And hereby this sedition of the He* 
brews, which had been a great one, and had lasted 
a great while, was at last composed. 

3. And now Moses, because the tribe of Levi 
was made free from war and warlike expeditions, 
and was set apart for the divine worship, lest they 
should want and seek after the necessaries of life, 
and BO neglect the temple, conunanded the Hebrews, 
according to the will of God, that when they should 
gain the possession of the land of Canaan, they 
should assign forty-eight good and (air cities to the 
Levites ; and permit them to enjoy their suburbs, 
as far as the limit of two thousand cubits would 
extend from the walls of the city. And besides 
this, he appointed that the people should pay the 
tithe of their annual fruits of the earth, both to the 
Levites and to the priests. And this is what that 
tribe receives of the multitude ; but I think it ne- 
cessary to set down what is pud by all, poculiariy 
to the priests. 

4. Accordingly he commanded the Levites to 
yield up to the priests thirteen of their forty-eight 
cities, and to set apart for them the tenth part of 
the tithes which they every year receive of tiie peo- 
ple ; as also, that it was but just to offer to God 
the first-fruits of the entire product of the ground ; 
and that they should offer the first-born of those 
four-footed beasts that are appointed for sacrifices, 
if it be a male, to the priests, to be slain, that they 
and their entire families may eat them in the holy 
city ; but that the owners of those first- bom which 
are not appointed for sacrifices in the laws of our 
country, should bring a shekel and a half in their 
stead : but for the first bom of a man, five shekels : 
that they should also have the first-fhiits out of the 
ehearing of the sheep ; and that when any baked 
bread-corn, and made loaves of it, they should give 
somewhat of what they had baked to them. More- 
over, when any have made a sacred vow, I mean 
those that are called NcutariUSy that suffer their 
hair to grow long, and use no wine, when they con- 
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secrate their hair,t and offer it for a sacrifice, they 
are to allot that hair fur the priests [to be thrown 
into the fire J. Such also as dedicate themselves to 
God, as a oorban, which denotes what the Greeks 
call a g^, when they are desirous of being freed 
from that ministration, are to Uy down money for 
the priests : thirty shekels if it be a woman, and 
fifty if it be a man ; but if any be too poor to pay 
the appointed sum, it shall be lawful for the priests 
to determine that sum as they think fit. And if any 
slay beasts at home for a private festival, but not for 
a reliffious one, they are obliged to bring the maw 
and the cheek [or breast], and the rieht shoulder 
of the sacrifice to the priests. With these, Moses 
contrived that the priests should be plentifully 
nsaintained, besides what they had out of those 
offerings for sins, which the people gave them, as -I 
have set it down in the foregoing book. He also 
ordered, that out of eveiy Siing allotted for tlie 
priests, their servants, [their sons], their daugh- 
ters, and their wives, ^ould partake, as well as 
thems^ves, excepting what came to them out of 
the samfioes that were offered for sins ; for of 
those none but the males of the fiunily of the priests 
might eat, and this in the temple also, and that the 
same day they were offered. 

5. When Moses had made these constitutions, 
after the sedition was over, he removed, together 
with the whole army, and came to the borders of 
Idumea. He then sent ambassadors to the king of 
the Idumeans, and desired him to give him a pas- 
sage through his country ; and agreed to send him 
whftt hostages he should desire, to secure him from 
an injury. He desired him also, that he would 
allow his army liberty to buy provisions ; and, if 
he insisted upon it, he would pay down a price for 
the very water they should drink. But the Jung 
was not pleased witli this ambassage from Moses : 
nor did he allow a passage for the army, but brought 
his people armed to meet Moses, and to hinder 
them, in case they should endeavour to force their 
passage. Upon which Moses consulted God by the 
oracle, who would not have him begin the war 
first ; and so he withdrew his forces, and travelled 
round about throueh the wilderness. 

6. Then it was that Miriam, tiie sister of Moses, 
came to her end, having completed her fortieth 
year^ smoe she left Egypt, on the firsts day of the 
lunar month Xanthicus. They then made a public 
funeral for her, at a great expense. She was buried 
upon a certain mountain, which they call Sin ; and 
when they had mourned for her thirty days, Moses 
purified the people after this manner : He brought 
a heifer that had never been used to the plough or 
to husbandry, that was complete in all its parts, 
and entirely of a red colour, at a little distance from 
the camp, into a place perfectly clean. This heifer 
was slain by the high-priest, and her blood sprin- 
kled with his finger seven times before the taberna- 
cle of God ; after this, the entire heifer was burnt 
in that state, together with its skin and entrails ; 
and tliey threw cedar-wood, and hyssop, and scar- 
let wool, into the midst of the fire ; then a clean 
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I gathered all her ashes toeether, and laid them 
in a place perfectly clean. When therefore any 
persons were defiled by a dead body, they put a 
fittle of these ashes into spring water, with hyssop, 
and, dipping part of these ashes in it, they sprin- 
kled them wiUi it, both on the third day, and on 
the seventh, and after that they were clean. This 
he enjoined them to do also when the tribes should 
come into their own land. 

7. Now when this purification, which their leader 
made upon the mourning for his sister, as it has 
been now described, was over, he caused the army 
to remove, and to march through the wilderness 
and through Arabia ; and when he came to a place 
-which the Arabians esteem tlieir metropolis, which 
was formerly called Arce, but has now the name of 
Petra, at this place, which was encompassed with 
high mountains, Aaron went up one of them in tlie 
eight of the whole army, Moses having before told 
hmi that he was to die, for this place was over- 
against them. He put off his pontifical garments, 
and delivered them to Eleazar his son, to whom the 
high-priesthood belon^d, because he was the elder 
brother ; and died while the multitude looked upon 
him. He died in the same year wherein he lost 
his sister, having lived in all a hundred twenty and 
three years. He died on the first day of that lunar 
month which is called by the Athenians Heeatom- 
htBony by the Macedonians Litw, but by the He- 
brews .^660. 



CHAPTER V. 

BOW MOSES COlVqUEREDSIHONANDOG, KINGS OF THB 
AMORITES, AND DESTROYED THEIR WHOLE ARMY, 
AND THEN DIVIDED THEIR LAND BY LOT tO TWO 
TRIBES AND A HALF OF THE HEBREWS. 

§ I. The people mourned for Aaron tliirty days, 
and when this mourning was over, Moses removed 
the army from that place, and came to the river 
Amon, which, issuing out of the mountains of 
Arabia, and running uirough all that wilderness, 
falls into the lake Asphaltitis, and becomes the limit 
between the land of the Moabites and the land of 
the Amorites. This kind is fruitful, and sufficient 
to maintain a great number of men, witli the good 
things it produces. Moses therefore sent meseen-v 
gers to Sihon, the king of this country, desiring 
that he would grant his army a passage, upon what 
security he should please to require ; he promised 
that he should be in no way injured, neither as to 
that country which Sihon governed, nor as to its 
inhabitants ; and that be would buy his provisions 
at such a price as should be to their advantage, 
even though he should desire to sell them their 
very water. But Sihon refused his offer, and put 
his army into battle array, and was preparing 
eveiy thmg in order to hinder their passing over 
Amon. 

2. When Moses saw that the Amorite king was 
disposed to enter upon hostilities with them, he 
thought he ought not to bear that insult ; and, de- 
termining to wean the HebrewH from their indolent 
temper, and prevent the disoi*ders which aro^e 
thence, which had been the occasion of their for- 
mer sedilaon (nor indeed were tliey now thoroughly 
easy in their minds^, he inquired of God, whether 
be would give him leave to fight ? which, when he 



had done, and God also promised him the victory, 
he was himself very courageous, and ready to pro- 
ceed to fightine. Accordingly, he encouraged the 
soldiers ; and he desired of them that they would 
take the pleasure of fighting, now God gave them 
leave so to do. They then upon the receipt of thia 
permission, which they so much longed for, put on 
their whole armour, and set about the work without 
delay. But the Amorite king was not now Uke to 
himself, when the Hebrews were ready to attack 
him ; but both he himself was affrighted at the 
Hebrews, and his arQoy, which before had showed 
themselves to be of eood courage, were then found 
to be timorous : so tliey could not sustain the first 
onset, nor bear up against the Hebrews, but fled 
away, as tliinking this would afford them a more 
likely way for their escape than fighting ; for they 
depended upon their cities, which were strong, from 
which yet they reaped no advantage when they 
were forced to fly to them ; for as soon as the He- 
brews saw them giving ground, they immediately 
pursued them close ; and when they had broken 
their ranks, they greatly terrified them, and some 
of them broke ofi' from the rest, and ran away to 
the cities. Now the Hebrews pursued tliem 
briskly, and obstinately persevered in the labours 
they had already undergone ; and being very skil- 
ful in slinging, and yery dexterous in throwing of 
darts, or any thing else of that kind ; and also hav- 
ing nothing but light armour, which made them 
quick in the pursuit, they overtook tlieir enemies ; 
and for those that were most remote, and could not 
be overtaken, they reached them by tlieir slings 
and their bows, so that many were skin ; and those 
that escaped the slaughter, were sorely wounded, 
and these were more distressed witli thirst than 
with any of those that fought against tliem, for it 
was the summer season ; and when the greatest 
number of them were brought down to the river 
out of a desire to drink, as also when otiiers fled 
away by troops, tlie Hebrews came round tiiem, and 
shot at them ; so that, what with darts and what 
with aiTowB, they made a slaughter of them all. 
Sihon their king was also slain. So the Hebrews 
spoiled the dead bodies, and took their prey. The 
land also which tliey took was full of abundance of 
fruits, and the army went all over it without fear, 
and fed their cattle upon it ; and they took tlie 
enemies prisoners, for they could no way put a stop 
to them, since all the fighting men were destroyed. 
Such was the destruction which overtook the Amor- 
ites, who wei'e neither sagacious in counsel, nor 
courageous in action. Hereupon the Hebrews 
took possession of their land, which is a country 
situate between three rivers, and naturally resem- 
bling an island : tlie river Amon being its southern 
limit ; the river Jabbok determining its northern 
side, which, running into Jordan, loses its own 
name, and takes the other : while Jordan itself runs 
along bv it, on its western coast. 

3. When matters were come to tliis state, Og, 
the king of Gilead and Gaulanitis, fell upon the 
Israelites. He brought an army witli him, and 
came in haste to the assistance of his friend Sihon ; 
but though he found him already slain, yet did he 
resolve still to come and fight the Hebrews, sup* 
posing he should be too haxd for them, and being 
desirous to try their valour ; but failing of his hope, 
he was both himself slain in the battle, and all his 
army was destroyed. So Moses passed over the 
river Jabbok, and over-ran the kingdom of Og. He 
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overthrew their cities, and slew all their inhabitants, 
who yet exceeded in riches all the men in that part 
of the continent, on account of the goodness of the 
soil, and the ffreat quantity of their wealth. Now 
Og had very few equals, either in the largeness of 
his body or handsomeness of his appearance. He 
was abo a man of great activity in the use of his 
hands, so that his lustioDS were not unequal to the 
vast largeness and handsome appearance of his 
body ; and men could easily guess at his strength 
and magnitude when they took his bed at Rabbath, 
the royal city of the Amonites ; its structure was 
of iron, its breadth four cubits, and its length a 
cubit more than double thereto. However, Iub fall 
did not only improve the circumstances of the He- 
brews for tiie present, but by his death he was the 
occasion of further good success to thom ; for they 
presently took those sixty cities which were encom- 
passed with excellent walls, and had been subject 
to him ; and ail got both in general and in particu- 
lar a great prey. 



CHAPTER VI. 

CONCERNINO BALAAM THE PROPHBT, AND WHAT KIND 
OF HAN HE WAS. 

§ 1.^0 w Moses, when he had brought his army 
(o Jordan, pitched bis camp in the great plain over 
against Jericho. This city is a very happy situa- 
tion, and very fit for producmg palm-trees and bal- 
sam ; and now the Israelites began to be very proud 
of themselves, and veiy eager for fighting. Moses 
then, after he had offered for a few days sacrifices 
of thanksgi%'ing to God, and feasted the people, 
sent a party of armed men to lay waste the country 
of the MicUanites, and to take their cities. Now 
the occasion whic^ he ispdk for making war upon 
them was this that follows : — 

2. When Bahik, the king of the Moabites, who 
had from his ancestors a friendship and league with 
the Midianites, saw how great the Israelites were 
grown, he was much affrighted on account of his 
own and his kingdom's danger ; for he was not ac- 
quainted with ttiis, that the Hebrews would not 
meddle with any other country, but were to be con- 
tented with the possession of tiie land of Quiaan, 
God having forbidden them to go any farther.* 
So he, with more haste than wisdom, resolved to 
make an attempt upon them by words : but he did 
not judge it prudent to fight against them, after 
they had such prosperous successes, and even be- 
came out of ill successes more happy than before ; 
but he thought to hinder them, if he could, from 
growing greater, and so he resolved to send am- 
bassadors to the Midianites about them. Now 
these Midianites, knowing there was one Bakuim, 
who lived by Euphrates, and was the greatest of 
the prophets at that time, and one that was in 
friendship with them, sent some of their honourable 
princes along wiUi the ambassadors of Balak, to 
entreat the prophet to come to them, that he might 
imprecate curses to the destruction of the Israelites. 

• What JoMphwlMn mnaifci It wall worth oat rMnarii In thia plaM 
Jm, Tb. That tha IvmUim were Davwr to meddla wlih the ItoaUtM or 

oraDyotharMopl«,butth«Mb«bni«iiif totiM fauidofCa. 

^ ofSiheoMMl Off b«70f)d Jordan, aaflvaathe 



So Balaam reedved the ambassadors, and treated 
them very kindly ; and when he had supped, he 
inquired what was God's will, and what this matter 
was for which the Midianites entreated him to oome 
to them. But when God opposed his going, he 
came to the ambasaadoiB, and told them that he 
was himself very willing and desirous to comply 
with their request, but mformed them that God 
was opposite to his intentions, even that God who 
had raised him to great reputation on account of 
the truth of his predictions ; for thaf this army, 
which they entreated him to come and cui<se, was 
in the favour of God ; on which account he advised 
them to go home again, and not to persist in their 
enmity against the Israelites : and when he had 
given them that answer, he dismissed the ambas- 
sadors. 

3. Now the Midianites, at the earnest request 
and fervent entreaties of Balak, sent other ambas- 
sadors to Bahiam, who, desiring to gratify the men, 
inquired again of God ; but he was displeased at 
this [second] trial,f and bid him by no means to 
contradict the ambassadors. Now Balaam did not 
imagine that God gave this injunction in order to 
deceive him, so he went along with the ambassa- 
dors ; but when the divine angel met him in the 
way, when he was in a narrow passage, and hedged 
in with a wall on both sides, the ass on which Ba- 
laam rode, understood that it was a divine spirit 
that met him, and thrust Balaam to one of the 
waUs, without regard to the stripes which Balaam, 
when he was hurt by the wall, gave her ; but when 
the ass, upon the angel's continuing to distress her, 
and upon the stripes which were given her, fell 
down, by the will of God, she made use of the voice 
of a man, and complained of Balaam as acting 
unjustly to her ; tiiat whereas he had no fault to 
find with her in her former service to him, he now 
infiicted stripes upon her, as not understanding 
that she was hindered from serving him in what he 
he was now going about, by the providence of God. 
And when he was disturbed by reason of the voice 
of the ass, which was that of a man, the anrel 
plainly appeared to him, and blamed him for the 
stripes he had given his ass ; and informed him 
that that the brute creature was not in iiEHilt, but 
that he was himself oome to obstruct his journey, 
as being contrary to the will of Grod. Upon whidi 
BaUam was afraid, and was preparing to return 
back again : yet did God excite him to go on his 
intended journey, but added this injunction, that 
he should declare nothing, but what he himself 
diould suggest to his mind. 

4. When (3od had given him this charge, he 
came to Balak ; and when the king had entertained 
him in a magnificent manner, he desired him to go 
to one of the mountains to take a view of the state 
of the camp of the Hebrews. Balak himself also 
came to the mountain, and brought tlio prophet 

f Note, that JoMphns never wappo&t* BalMm to be an idolater, net 
to eeek Idolatrooi CBdiantmenta» or to prophecy ftUwly, but to be no 
other than an iU-diepoeed prophet of the true God ; and intlmaUa that 
Ood's aniwer the aecond time, permltttng hint to go, wa« tronloal, and 
on dealgn that he ihoold be deceived (which eort of deoeption, b* way 
of punbhnMnt for former crimoa, Jowuhoa never acruples to admit, aa 
ever evteemlng anch wicked men Joatly and proTtdcntlally deedved^ 
But perhapa we had belter keep here doae to the text, which aaya 
(Numb, xxlii. flO, SI) that God only permitted Bafauua to gu ftlooff with 
the ambaaHMton, in caae they came and ealled htm, or poeltively Inslated 
on hla going along with them on any tcrma ; wbereaa Balaam aeenu out 
of Impatience to have risen up In the morning, and faddled hla aaa, aaa 



■■ mi | man cnv omuinBe «m duivu aou w( w^wuu •uraan. ■■ mw 

daaartandBuphrateaj and that therdbre no other people had reaaon 
toaartl»c o n ro aatio/thaI«»eUtaa;butthatthoaeeemt>l«agiv«nthain 
by God ware thetar proper and peculiar portion among the oatloM, and 
Uiatanwte endaavwuad to lll i r oM— them might ever be Jnatlyda- 
itrofad fegr ibcm. 



nther to have called them, than atald for their calling hlni ; ao lealoaa 
doea he aeem to have bi«n for hla reward of divination, hie wages of na. 
riffhteoumeaa (Numb. xxil. 7, 17, IS. 87 1 SPat. 11. 15; lude 6, i:*i 
which leward or wagea the truly nllgioua propbetiof God never vaquited 
noi accepted, as our Jceephua juatly takaa notle* la the caaoa of Samuel, 
▲nuq. h. T. chap. Iv. aect. 1. and PanM, Antlq. b. x. efaap. xL aeet. a ' 
See alao Gen. xiv. 81. a ■ 9 Klnga v. Ifi, 1«. 98, r r and A?tt vilt 17. 
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along with him, with a royal attondanoe. This 
moaataiii hiy over thehr heads, and was distant 
sixty furiongs from the eftmp. Now when he saw 
tbfiBi, he desired the king to boild him seren altars, 
and to brins him as many bulk and rams ; to which 
desire the king did presentiy oonfomi. He then 
slew the sacrifices, and offered them as humt-offer- 
ingSy that he might observe some signal of the flieht 
of the Hebrews. Then said he, ^ Happj is Sub 
people, on wh<nn God bestows the possession of 
innumerable good things, and grants them his own 
providence to be their assistant and their guide ; 
so that there is not any nation among mankind bat 
yoa will be esteemed superior to them in virtue, 
and in the earnest prosecution of the best rules of 
life, and of such as are pure from wickedness, and 
will leave those rules to vour excellent children, 
and this out of the regard that God bean to you, 
and the provision of such things for you as may 
render you happier than any other people under 
the sun. You shall retain that land to which he 
hath sent yoo, and it shall ever be under the com- 
mand of your children ; and both all the earth, as 
well as the sea, shall be filled with your glory : 
and yon shall be sufficiently numerous to supply 
tiie worid in f;eneral, and eveir region of it in par- 
ticolar, with mhabitants out of your stock. How- 
ever, O blessed army ! wonder that you are become 
80 many from one &ther : and truly, ^e land of 
Canaan can now hold you, as being yet compara 
tively few ; but know ye that the whole worid is 
proposed to be your pUce of habitation for ever. 
Tlie multitude of your posterity also shall live as 
well in the islands as on the continent, and that 
more IB number than are the Stan of heaven. And 
when you are become so many, God will not relin- 
quish the care of you, but will afford you an abun- 
dance of all good things in times of peace, with vio- 
toiy and dominion in times of war. May the chil- 
dren of your enemies have an inclination to fight 
agaiuBt you, and may they be so hardy as to oome 
to arms, and to assault you in battle, for they will 
not retem with victory, nor will theur return be 
agreeable to their children and wives. To so great 
a degiree of valour will you be raised by the provi- 
dence of God, who is able to dimJTii fh the affluence 
of some, and to supply the wants of others." 

5. Thus did Balaam speak by inspiration, as not 
being in his own power, but moved to say what he 
did by the divine Spirit • But then Balak was dis- 
i^eaaed, and said he had broken the contract he 
bad made, whereby he was to come, as he and his 
confederates had invited him, by the promise of 
great presents : for whereas he came to curse their 
enemies, he had made an encomium upon them, 
and had declared that they were the happiest of 
men. To which Balaam replied, ** O Bahtk, if thou 
lightly conaiderest this whole matter, canst thou 
Buppoee that it is in our power to be silent, or to 
say any thing, when the Spirit of €rod seizes upon 
US t — ^for he pots such words as he pleases in our 
months, and such discourses as we are not ourselves 
eoasdous of. I well remember by what entreaties 
both you and the Midianites so joyfully brought 
me luther, and on that account I took this jour- 
ney. It was my prayer^ that I might not put any 
affront upon you, as to what you desired of me ; 
but God IS more powerful than the purposes I had 
made to serve you ; for those that take^upon them 
to foretell the affidn of mankind, as from their own 
abilitie«y are entirely unable to do it, or to forbear 



to utter what God suggests to them, or to offef 
violence to his will ; for when he prevents us, and 
enten into us, nothing that we say is our own. I 
then did not- intend to praise this army, nor to go 
over the several good things which God intended 
to do to their race ; but since he was so fitvourable 
to them, and so ready to bestow upon them a happy 
life and eternal glory, he suggested the declaration 
of those things to me : but now, because it is my 
desire to obl^;e thee thyself, ss well as the Midian- 
ites, whose entreaties it is not decent for me to 
reject, go to, let us again rear other altars, and 
offer ^e like sacrifices that we did before, that I 
may see whether I can persuade God to permit me 
to bind these men with curses. Which, when Ba- 
lak had agreed to, God would not, even upon second 
sacrifices, consent to his cursing the Israelites.* 
Then fell Balaam upon his lace, and foretold what 
caUmities would befiill the several kings of the na- 
tions, and the muost eminent cities, some of which 
of old were not so much as inhabite<l ; which events 
have come to pass among the several people con- 
cerned, both in the foregoing ages, and in this, till 
my own memory, both by sea and b^ land, from 
which completion of all these predictions that he 
made, one may easily guess that the rest will have 
their completion in time to oome. 

6. But Balak being very angry that the Israelites 
were not cursed, sent away Balaam without think- 
ing him worthy of any honour. Whereupon, whan 
he was just upon his journey, in order to pass the 
Euphrates, he sent for Balak, and for the princes 
of the Midiamtes, and spake thus to them :-— ^ 
Balak, and you Midianites that are here present 
(for I am obliffed even without the will of Qad to 
gratify you), it is true no entire destruction can 
seize upon the nation of the Hebrews, neither by 
war, nor by plague, nor by scarcity of the fruits of 
the earth, nor can any other unexpected accident 
be their entire ruin ; for the providence of God is 
concerned to preserve them from such a misfor- 
tune ; nor will it permit any such calamity to come 
upon them whereby they may all perish ; but some 
small misfortunes, and those for a short time, 
whereby they may appear to be brought low, may 
still befkll them ; but after that they will flourish 
again, to the terror of those that brought those 
mischiefs upon them. So that if you have a mind 
to gain a victory over them for a short space ol 
time, you will obtain it by following my directions : 
— Do you therefore set out the handsomest of such 
of your daughters as are most eminent for beauty,t 
and proper to force and conquer the modesty of 
those that behold them, and these decked and 
trimmed to the highest degree vou are able. Then 
do you send them to be near the Israelites' camp, 
and give them in charge, that when the youns men 
of the Hebrews desire their company, they aUow it 
them ; and when they see that they are enamoured 
of them, let them take their leaves ; and if they 
entreat them to stay, let them not give their con- 
sent till they have penuaded them to leave off their 
obedience to their own laws and the worship of 
that God who established them, and to worship the 

* Wh0Um J«n|M»M had In hU cavr bat tweattMnptocf BfelMm ki 



nil to cwM loaelf or whotlMr by this hii twta oftprfng ncr 
sDcnit twiM UMm that SfM ttm* alrwdy nMotioncd, whieh yM b'aot 
very piobabia, fltnnoc now b« ovrudnly dotormiaed. In tha maaaUaa 
allot&araoplca bavathna aueh aMampia of Balaam teoana than in 
the praMot hUtorj. 

tSoofanfausaMiddbtlBetafeeoontar this parvcniott oT tha ImMlttab 
by tha MldlMiita woman, oT wbieh our othar aoniaa glva ubvt ah.-<f« 
inttiuUlom (Numb. mxid. 16 1 S Pat U. 16 1 Jodall; Bav. U. 14), to 
prran-Tod, aa Baland Inflmna ua. In tha Samaritan Chronkla^ in Phtlo 
and in other wrtthiga of tha Jawa, aa w«U aa hara bf Joaaphw. 
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gods of the Midianites and Moabites ; for bv this 
means God will be angry at them."* Acooroingly, 
when Balaam had suggested this comisel to them, 
he went his way. 

7. So when the Midianites had sent their daugh- 
ters, as Balaam had exhorted them, the Hebrew 
young men were allured by their beauty, and came 
to discourse with them, and besought them not to 
grudge them the enjoyment of their beauty, nor to 
deny them their conversation. These daughters of 
the Midianites reoeiyed their words gkoly, and 
consented to it, and staid with them ; but when 
they had brought them to be enamoured of them, 
and their inclinations to them were grown to ripe- 
ness, they began to think of dep^ffting from them : 
then it was that these men became greatly discon- 
solate at the women's departure, and they were 
urgent with them not to leave them, but begged 
they would continue there, and become their wives ; 
and they promised them they should be owned as 
mistresses of all they had. This they said with an 
oath, and called God for the arbitrator of what 
they promised ; and this with tears in their eyes, 
and all other such marks of concern, as might show 
how miserable they thought themselves without 
them, and so might move their compassion for 
them. So the women, as soon as they perceived 
they had made them flieir sUves, and had caught 
them with their conversation, began to speak thus 
to them. 

8. ^ O you illustrious young men ! we have 
houses of our own at home, and great plenty of 
good things there, together with the natiural affec- 
tionate love of our parents and friends ; nor is it 
out of our want of any such things that we came to 
discourse with you : nor did we admit of your in- 
vitation with design to prostitute the beauty of our 
bodies for gain ; but taking you for brave and 
worthy men, we agreed to your request, that we 
might treat you with such honours as hospitality 
required : and now seeing you say that you have a 
great affection for us, and are troubled when you 
think we are departing, we are not averse to your 
entreaties ; and if we may receive such assurance 
of your good-will as we think can alone be suffi- 
cient, we will be glad to lead our lives with you as 
your wives ; but we are afraid that you wiU in time 
be weary of our company, and will then abuse us, 
and send us back to our parents, after an ignomi- 
nious manner.'' And they desired that they would 
excuse them in their guarding against that danger. 
But the yoimg men professed they would give them 
any assurance they should desire ; nor did they at 
all contradict what they requested, so great was 
the passion they had for them. <* If then,*' said 
they, *' tliis be your resolution ; since you make use 
of such customs and conduct of life as are entirely 
different from all other men,*}* insomuch that your 
kinds of food are peculiar to yourselves, and your 
kinds of drink not common to others, it will be 

p«o^ of ItTMl «o«U new be hurt 

to ain uAlnrt Ckid, appvan to be 

both In the Bible aiid In Joee. 

_ im both. See in particular a 

remariAbkAnunoiille teetlmony to thb ponoM, Judith t. &-81. 

f What Jaepboa here pata into the mouths of theaa Itldlanite wo- 
men, wbooame to entlee the lanulltei to lewdneM and Idolatir, rls. 
that their worship of the God of Israel, In opposition to their Idol gnds. 
tmplkd their living aoootdlng to the holy law* which the tne God had 
fiTen them bv Mo^es la oppoaitloo to thoae impure laws whleb were 
otaaiaved nndcr their fUee p>ds, well deserves oar oonsidetaUon ; and 
gives us a subatantlal rsaaon ftir the great concern that was ever shown, 
under the law at Moese, to preserve Um IsracUies tmn Idolatry, and In 
tne worship of the true 0«d; It being of no len coasequenee than, 
^Vbether God's people should be governed by the holy laws of the true 
%htdf or by tbc fanpurs Ump* derived fttm Damone, under the Pagan 
lluUtiy. 
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absolutely necessary, if you would have ns for your 
wives, that you do withal worship our gods ; nor 
can there be any other demonstration of the kind- 
ness which you say you already have, and promise 
to have hereafter to us, than this, that you worship 
the same gods that we do. For has any one reason 
to complam, that now you are come into this coun- 
try, you should worship the proper gods of the same 
country ! especially while our gods are common to 
all men, and yours such as belong to nobody else 
but yourselves." So they said they must either 
come into such methods of divine worship as all 
others came into, or else they must look out for 
another world, wherein they may live by themselves^ 
according to Uieir own laws. 

9. Now the young men were induced by the 
fondness they had for these women, to thuik they 
spake very well ; so they gave themselves up to 
what tlioy persuaded them, and transgressed their 
own laws ; and supposing there were many gods, 
and resolving that they would sacrifice to them 
according to the laws of tliat country which or- 
dained them, they both were delighted with their 
strange food, and went on to do every thing that 
the women would have them do, though in contra- 
diction to their own laws ; so far, indeed, that this 
transgression was already gone through the whole 
army of the young men, and they fell into a sedi- 
tion that was much worse than tlie former, and into 
danger of the entire abolition of their own institu- 
tions ; for when once tlie youth had tasted of these 
strange customs, they went with insatiable iuciiua- 
tions into them ; and even where some of tlie prin- 
cipal men were illustrious on account of the virtues 
of their fathers, they also were corrupted together 
with the rest 

10. Even Zimri, the head of the tribe of Simeon, 
accompanied with Cozbi, a Midianitish woman, 
who was the daughter of Sur, a man of authority in 
that country ; and being desired by her to disre- 
gard the laws of Moses, and to follow those she was 
used to, he compUed with her ; and this both by 
saciificing after a manner different from his own, 
and by taking a stranger to wife. When thinss 
were thus, Moses was afraid that matters should 
grow worse, and called the people to a congrega- 
tion, but then accused nobody by name, as unwill- 
ing to drive those into despair, who, by lyinp; con- 
cealed, might come to repentance ; but he said that 
they did not do what was either worthy of them- 
selves, or of their fathers, by preferring pleasure 
to God, and to the livhig according to his will ; that 
it was fit itiey should change their courses while 
their affairs were still in a good state : and tliink 
that to be true fortitude which offers not violence 
to their Uws, but that which resists their lusts. 
And besides that, he said it was not a reasonable 
thing, when they had lived soberly in the wilder- 
ness, to act madly now when they were in pros- 
perity ; and that they ought not to lose, now tliey 
have abundance, what they had gained when they 
had little : — and so did he endeavour, by saying this 
to correct the young men, and to bring them to re- 
pentance for what Uiey had done. 

11. But Zimri arose up after him, and said, 
^ Yes, indeed, Moses, thou art at liberty to make 
use of such laws as thou art so fond of, and hast, 
by accustoming thyself to them, made them firm ; 
otherwise, if things had not been thus, thou 
hadst often been punished before now, and hadst 
known that the Hebrews are not easily put upon ; 
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- Vat thou shalt not have me one of thy foUowera 
in thy tyrannical commands, for thou dost nothing 
ebe hitherto, but, under pretence of laws, and of 
God, wickedly impose on us slaTery, and gain do- 
■union to thyself, while thou deprivest us of the 
sweetness of life, which consists in acting accord- 
ing to our own wills, and is the right of free men, 
and of those that have no lord over them. Nay, 
mdeed, this man is harder upon the Hebrews than 
were the Egyptians themselves, as pretending to 
ponish, according to his laws, every one*s acting 
what is most agreeable to himself ; but thou thyself 
better deservest to suffer punishment, who presum- 
est to abolish what every one acknowledges to be 
what is good for him, and aimest to make thy sin- 
gle opinion to have more force than that of lUl the 
rest : and what I now do, and think to be right, I 
ehall not hereafter deny to be according to my own 
sentiments. I have married, as thou sayest rightly, 
ft strange woman, and thou hearest what I do from 
myself as firom one that is free ; for truly I did not 
intend to conceal myself. I also own that I sacri- 
ficed to those gods to whom you did not think it fit 
to sacrifice ; and I think it right to come at truth 
by inquiring of many people, and not like one that 
fives under tyranny, to suffer the whole hope of my 
fife to depend upon one man ; nor shall any one 
find cause to rejoice who declares himself to have 
more authority over my actions tiian myself." 

12. Now when Zimri had said these things, 
abont what he and some others had wickedly done, 
the people held their peace, both out of fear of what 
might oome upon them, and because they saw that 
their lesislator was not willing to bring his insolence 
before the public any farther, or openly to contend 
with him ; for he avoided that, lest many should 
onitate the impudence of his language, and thereby 
disturb the multitude. Uoon tiiis the assembly 
was dissolved. However, the mischievous attempt 
had proceeded farther, if Zimri had not been firet 
■lain, which came to pass on the following occar 
sion : — Phineas, a man in other respects better 
than the rest of the young men, and also one that 
■nrpaased his contemporaries in the dignity of his 
fiither, (for he was the son of Eleazar the high- 
priest, and the grandson at [Aaron] Moses's bro- 
thec)^ who was greatiy troubled at what was done 
by Zimri, he resolved in earnest to inflict punish- 
ment on him, before his unworUiy behaviour should 
grow stronger by impunity, and in order to prevent 
this transgression from proceeding farther, which 
would happen if the ringleaders were not pun- 
ished. He was of so great magnanimity, both in 
strength of mind and body, that when he undertook 
any very dangerous attempt, he did not leave it off 
till be overcame it, and got an entire victory. So 
be came into Zimri's tent, and slew him with his 
• jftvelin, and with it he slew Cozbi also. Upon 
which, all those young men that had a regard to 
Tirtue, and aimed to do a glorious action, imitated 
Phineas*s boldness, and slew those that were found 
to be guilty of the same crime with Zimri. Ac- 
eordxafj\yf many of those that had transgressed, 
' perished by the magnanimous valour of these young 
men, and the rest all perished by a pbigue, which 
distemper God himself inflicted upon them. So 
' that all those their kindred, who, instead of hinder- 
ing them from such wicked actions, as they ought 
to have done, had persuaded them to go on, were 
esteemed by God as partners in their wickedness, 
and died. Accordingly, there perished out of the 



army, no fewer tiian fourteen* [twenty- four] thou- 
sand at this time. 

13. This was the cause why Moses was provoked 
to send an army to destroy the Midianites, con- 
cerning which expedition we shall speak presently, 
when we have first related what we have omitted ; 
for it is but just not to pass over our legislator's 
due encomium, on account of his conduct here, be- 
cause, although this Balaam, who was sent for by 
the Midianites to curse the Hebrews, and when he 
was hindered from doing it by divine providence, 
did still suggest that advice to them, by making use 
of which, our enemies had well nigh corrupted the 
whole multitude of the Hebrews with their wiles, 
till some of them were deeplv infected with their 
opinions ; yet did ife also do him great honour, by 
setting down his prophecies in writing. And while 
it was in his power to claim this glory to himself, 
and make men believe they were his own predic- 
tions, there being no cgie that could be a witness 
against him, and accuse him for so doing, he still 
gave his attestation to him, and did him the honour 
to make mention of him on this account. But let 
every one think of these mattera as he pleases. 



CHAPTER VII. 

BOW THE HEBREWS FODOIIT WITH THE MIDlANITEi, 
AND OVERCAHS THEM. 

$ 1. Now Moses sent an army against the land of 
Midian, for the causes forementioned, in all twelve 
thousand, taking an equal number out of every 
tribe, and appointed Phineas for their commander ; 
of which Phineas we made mention a littie before, 
as he that had guarded the laws of the Hebrews, 
and had inflicted punishmenton Zimri when he had 
transgressed them. Now the Midianites perceived 
beforehand how the Hebrews were coming, and 
would suddenly be upon them : so they assembled 
their army together, and fortified the entrances into 
their country, and there awaited the enemy's com- 
ing. When they were come, and they had joined 
battle with them, an immense number of the Mi- 
dianites fell ; nor could they be numbered, thejr 
were so very many : and among them fell- all their 
kings, five in number, viz. Evi, Zur, Reba, Hur, 
and Rekem, who was of the same name with a city, 
the chief and capital of all Arabia, which is still now 
so called by the whole Arabian nation, Areeem, from 
the name of the king that built it ; but is by the 
Greeks called Petra, Now when the enemies were 
discomfited, the Hebrews spoiled their country, 
and took a great prey, and destroyed the men that 
were its imiabitants, together with the women; 
only they let the virgins alone, as Moses had com- 
manded Phineas to do, who indeed came back, 
bringing with him an army that had received no 
harm, and a great deal of prey ; fiftytwo tiiousand 
beeves, seventy-five thousand six hundred sheep, 
sixty thousand asses, with an immense quantity of 
gold and silver furniture, which the Midianites made 
use of in their houses ; for they were so wealthy, 
that they were very luxurious. There were also 
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led active about thirty-two thousand virgins.* So 
Moees parted the prey into parts, and gave one fif- 
tieth part to Eleazer and the two priests, and ano- 
ther fiftieth part to the Levites ; and distributed 
the rest of the prey amon^ the people. Alter which 
they lived happily, as havuig obtained an abundance 
of good thinss by their valour, and there being no 
misfortune uiat attended them, or hindered their 
enjoyment of that happiness. 

2. But Moses was now grown old, and appointed 
Joshua for his snooessor, both to receive directions 
from God as a prophet, and for a commander of the 
army, if they should at any time stand in need of 
such a one ; and this was done by the command of 
Ood, that to him the care of the public should be 
committed. Now Joshua had been .instmeted in 
all those kinds of learning which concerned the laws 
and God himself, and Moses had been his instructor. 

3. At this time it was that the two tribes of Gad 
and Reuben, and the half tribe of Manasseh, 
abounded in a multitude of cattle, as well as in all 
other kinds of prosperity ; whence they had a 
meeting, and in a body came and besought Moses 
to give them, as there peculiar portion, that land of 
the Amorites which they had taKen by ri^htof war, 
because it was fruitful, and good for feedmg of cat- 
tle ; but Moses, supposing that they were uraid of 
fiffhting with the Canaanites, and invented this pro- 
vision for their cattle as a handsome excuse for 
avoiding that war, he called them arrant eowardt, 
and said they had only contrived a decent excuse 
for that cowardice ; and that they had a mind to 
Uve in luxury aud ease, while all the rest were la- 
bouring with great pains to obtam the land they 
were desirous to have ; and that they were not 
willing to march along, and undergo the remaining 
hard service, whereby they were, under the divine 
promise, to pass over Jordan, and overcome those 
our enemies which Grod had shown them, and so 
obtain their land. But these tribes, when they saw 
that Moses was angry with them, and when they 
could not deny but he had a just cause to be die 
pleased at their petition, made an apology for them- 
selves ; and said, that it was not on account of their 
fear of dangers, nor on account of their laziness, 
that they nude this request to him, but that tliey 
might leave the prey they had gotten in places of 
safety, and thereby might be more expedite, and 
ready to undergo difficulties, and to fight battles. 
They added this also, that when they had built 
cities, wherein they might preserve their children, 
and wives, and possessions, if he would bestow tliem 
upon them, they would go along with the rest of the 
army. Hereupon Moees was pleased with what 
they said ; so he called for Eleazer, the high-priest , 

• The dMtfhtM-oT ttM MMIuito wmam Uiat IumI vrottftntod ttmi. 
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e tometimee paiticttburly and providentlAlly taken eare 
oC; and deilvefed tmm that deetruotkm ; which directly ImpUes, that tt 
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and Joshua, and the chief of the tribes, and per- 
mitted these tribes to possess the land of the Amo- 
rites ; but upon this condition, that they should joia 
with their kinsmen in the war until all things wero 
settled. Upon which condition they took poooeookiB 
of the country, and buUt them strong cities, and put 
into them their children, and their wives, and what- 
soever else they had that might be an impediment 
to the labours of their future marches. 

4. Moses also now built those ten dties which 
were to be of the number of the forty-eight [for the 
Levites] ; three of which he aUotted to those thai 
slew any person involuntarily, and fled to them ; 
and he assigned the same time for their banishment 
with tiiat of the life of that high-priest under whom 
the slaughter and flight happened ; after which 
death of ^e high-priest he permitted the slayer to 
return home. During the time of hisexils^ tho 
relations of him that was slain may, by this law, kill 
the msaslayer, if they eanght him without the 
bounds of the city to which ha fled, though this per- 
mission was not granted to any other person. Now 
the cities which were set apart for this flight weire 



these : Bezer, at the borders of Arabia ; Ramoth, 
of the knd of Gilead ; and GoUn, in the knd of 
Bashan. There were to be also, by Moses's com- 
mand, three other cities allotted for the habitation 
of these fugitives out of the cities of the Levites, 
but not till after they should be in possession of the 
laiMl of Canaan. 

5. At this time the duef men of the tribe of Ma- 
nasseh came to Moses, and informed him that there 
was an eminent man of their tribe dead, whose 
name was Zelophehad, who left no male diildren, 
but left dangfaters ;'and asked him whether these 
daughters might inherit his land or not He made 
this answer. That if they shall marry into their own 
tribe, they shall carry their estate along with them ; 
but if they dispose of themselves in marriage to men 
of another tribe, they shall leave their inheritance 
in their £athe]^s tribe. And then it was that Moses 
ordained, that every one's inheritance should oon- 
tiuue in his own tribe. 



CHAPTER VIIL 

THE POLITT 8BTTLXD BT MOSBS ; AND HOW HB DI8- 
APPEABBD FBOM AMONO MANKIND. 

$ 1. Whbn forty years were completed, within 
thirty days, Moses gathered the congregation to- 
gether near Jordan, where the city Abila now stands, 
a place full of pahn-trees ; and all the people being 
come together, he spake thus to them : — 

% **0 you Israelites and fellow-soldierB, who 
have been partners with me in this long and uneasy 
journey ; smce it is now the will of God, and the 
course of old age, at a hundred and twenty, requires 
it that I should depart out of this life ; and since 
God has forbidden me to be a patron or ao assistant 
to you in what remains to be done beyond Jordan, 
I thought it reasonable not to leave off my endea- 
vours even now for your happiness, but to do my 
utmost to procure for you the eternal enjoyment of 
good things, and a memorial for myself, when you 
shall be in the fruition of great plenty and prosper- 
ity : eome, therefore, let me suggest to you by what 
means you may be happy, and may leave an eternal 
prosperous possesswn thereof to your children after 
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Toa, and then let me thus go out of the world ; and 
I cannot bat deserve to be believed by you, both on 
aeeoont of the great thmgs I have already done for 
3roii, and beoanae, when sonls are about to leave the 
bodjy they speak with the aineereet freedom. O 
diiMxen of laraei 1 there is but one source of hap- 
pineas for all mankind, the favour of God ;* for he 
alona is able to give good things to those that de- 
serve them, and to deprive those of them that sin 
against him ; towards whom, if you behave your- 
selves aoconSBnff to his wiU, and according U> what 
I, who weU unfltorstand his mind, do exhort you to, 
yon will both be esisemed blessed, and will be ad- 
mired by all men ; and will never come into mis- 
fortunes, nor cease to be happy : you will then pre- 
serve the possession of the good thinss you alr»idy 
have, and will quickly obtun those mat you are at 
present in want of,— only do you be obedient to 
thoee whom God would have you to follow : — ^nor 
do yon prefer any other constitution of government 
before the laws now nven you ; neither do you dis- 
regard that way of mvine worship which you now 
have, nor chanp it for any other form : and if you 
do this, you wiQ be the most courageous of all men, 
in undergoing the fatigues of war, and will not be 
easily conquered by any of your enemies ; for whUe 
God is nresent with you to assist you, it is to be 
expected that yon will be able to despise the oppo- 
sition of all mankind ; and great rewards of virtue 
are proposed for you, if you preserve that virtue 
tfaroa(^ ^our whole lives. Virtue itself is indeed 
the principal and the first reward, and after that it 
bestows abundance of others ; so that your exercise 
of virtue towards other men will make your own 
lives happy, and redder you more glorious than fo- 
vngners can be, and procure you an undisputed re- 
putation with ^sterity. These blessings you will 
be able to obtam, in case you hearken to and ob- 
serve those laws which, by divine revelation, I have 
ordained for you ; that is, in case you withal medi- 
tate upon the wisdom that is in them. I am going 
from you myself, rejoicing in the good things you 
enjoy ; and I recommend you to the wise conduct 
of your Uw, to the becoming order of your polity, 
and to the virtues of your commanders, who will 
take care of what is for your advantage ; and that 
Grod, who has been till now vour lei^er, and by 
whose good-will I have myself been useful to you, 
will not put a period now to his providence over 
you, but, as k>ng as you desue to have him your 
Protector in your pursuits after virtue, so long will 
yon enjoy his cars over you. Your high* priest also 
Eleaiar, as well as Joshua, with the senate, and 
duef of your tribes, will go before you, and suggest 
the best advices to yon ; by following which advices 
you will continue to be happy : to whom do you 
give ear without rehictanoe, as sensible that all such 
as know well how to be governed, will also know 
how to govern, if they be promoted to that autho- 
rity themselves ; and do not you esteem liberty to 
consist in opposing such directions as your gover- 
nors think fit to give tou for your practice, — ^as at 
present indeed you place your liberty in nothing 
else but abusing your benefactors ; which error u 
vou can avoid for the time to come, your affairs will 
be in a better condition than they have hitherto 
been ; nor do you ever indulge such a degree of 
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passion in these matters as you have oftentimes 
done when you have been very angry at me ; for 
you know that I have been oftener in danger of 
death firom you than from our enemies. What I 
now put you in mind of, is not done in order to re- 
proach you ; for I do not think it proper, now I am 
going out of the world, to bring this to your remem- 
brance, in order to leave you ofifbnded at me, since, 
at the time I underwent those hardships fh>m you^ 
I was not angry at yon ; but I do it in order to 
make you wiser hereafter, and to teach you that 
this wUl be for your security : I mean, that you 
never be injurious to those that preside over you, 
even when you are become rich, as you will be to 
a great degree when you have passed over Jordan, 
and are in possession of the land of Canaan. Since, 
when you shall have once proceeded so far by your 
wealth, as to a contempt and disregard of virtue, you 
will also forfeit the favour of God ; and when you 
have made him your enemy, you will be beaten in 
war, and will have the land which you possess taken 
away again fh)m you by your enemies, and this with 
great reproaches upon your conduct You will be 
scattered over the whole world, and will, as slaves, 
entirely fill both sea and land ; and when once yon 
have had the experience of what I now say, you will 
repent and remember the laws you have broken, 
when it is too kte. Whence I would adviseyou, if 
you Intend to preserve these laws, to leare none of 
your enemies aUve when you have conquered them, 
but to look upon it as for your advantage to destroy 
them all, les^ if you permit them to live, you taste 
of their manners, and thereby corrupt your own 
proper institutions. I also do farther exhort you, 
to overthrow their altars, and their groves, and 
whatsoever temples they have among them, and to 
bum an such, their nation, and their very memory 
with fire ; for by this means alone the safety of your 
own happy constitution can be firmljr secured to 
you. And in order to prevent your ignorance of 
virtue, and the degeneracy of your nature into vice, 
I have also ordained you laws, by divine suggestion, 
and a form of government, which are so good, that, 
if you regularly observe them, you will be esteemed 
of all men the most happy." 

8. When he had spoken thus, he gave them the 
laws and the constitution of government written in 
a book. Upon which the people fellinto tears, and 
appeared already touched with the sense that they 
should have a great want of theur conductor, because 
they remembered what a number of dangers he had 
passed through, and wliat care he had taken of their 
preservation : they desponded about what would 
come upon them after he was dead, and thought 
they should never have another governor like him ; 
and feared that God would then take less care of 
them when Moses was gone, who used to intercede 
for them. They also repented of what they had 
said to him in the wilderness when thejr were angry ; 
and were in grief on those accounts, msomuch that 
the whole body of the people fell into tears wiOi 
such bitterness, that it was past tiie power of words 
to comfort them in their affliction. However, 
Moses gSTe them some oonsoUtion ; and by calling 
them off the thought, how worthy he was of thev 
weepmff for him, he exhorted them to keep to that 
form of government he had given them ; and then 
the congregation was dissolved at this time. 

4. Accordingly, I shall now first describe this 
form of government which was affreeable to the 
dignity and virtue of Moses ; and diall thereby in« 
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form those that read these Antiquities, what our 
original settlements were, and shall then proceed to 
the remaining histories. Now those settlements 
are all still in writing, as he left them ; and we 
shall add nothing by way of ornament, nor any thing 
besides what Moses left us ; only we shall so far 
innovate, as to digest the several kinds of laws into 
a regular system : for they were by him left in 
writing as they were accidentally scattered in their 
delivery, and as he upon inquiry had learned them 
di God. On which account I have thought it ne- 
cessary to premise this observation beforehand, lest 
any of my own countrymen should blame me, as 
having been guilty of an offence herein. Now part 
of our constitution will include the laws that belong 
to our political state. As for those laws which 
Moses left concerning our common conversation 
and intercourse one with another, I have reserved 
that for a discourse concerning our manner of life, 
and the occasions of those laws ; which I propose 
to myself, with God's assistance, to write, after I 
have fini^ed the work I am now upon. 

5. When yon have possessed yourselves of the 
land of Canaan, and have leisure to enjoy the good 
things of it, and when you have afterward deter- 
mined to build cities, if you will do what is pleasing 
to God, you will have a secure state of happiness. 
Let there be then one city of the land of Canaan, 
and this situate in ilie most agreeable pkoe for its 
goodness, and very eminent in itself, and let it be 
uiat which Grod shall choose for himself by prophetic 
revelation. Let there also be one temple therein, 
and one altar, not reared of hewn stones, but of such 
as you gather together at random ; which stones, 
when they are whited over with mortar^ will have 
a handsome appearance, and be beautiful to the 
sight. Let the ascent to it be not by steps,* but by 
an accUvity of raised earth. And let there be neither 
an altar nor a temple in any other city ; for Grod is 
but one, and the nation of the Hebrews is but one. 

6. He that blasphemeth God, let him be stoned, 
and let him hang upon a tree all that day, and then 
let him be buried in an ignominious and obscure 
manner. 

7. Let those that live as remote as the bounds of 
the land which the Hebrews shall possess, come to 
that city where the temple shall be, and thb three 
times in a 3'ear, that they may give thanks to God 
for his former benefits, and may entreat him for 
those they shall want hereafter ; and let them, yy 
this means, maintain a friendly correspondence with 
one another by such meetings and feastings together 
— for it is a good thing for those that are of the 
same stock, and under the same institution of laws, 
not to be unacquainted with each other ; which 
acquaintance will be maintained by thus conversing 
toother, and by seeing and talking with one ano- 
ther, and so renewing the memoriius of this union ; 
for if they do not thus converse together continually, 
they will appear like mere strangers to one another. 

8. Let there be taken out of your fruits a tenth, 
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besides that which you have allotted to give to the 
priests and Levites. This you may indeed seU in 
the country, but it is to be used in Uiose feasts and 
sacrifices Uiat are to be celebrated in the holy dty : 
for it is fit you should enjoy those fruits of the eartli 
which God gives you to possess, so as may be to the 
honour of the donor. 

9. Yon are not to offer sacrifices out of the hire 
of a woman who is a harlot,t for the Deity is not 
pleased with any thing that arises from such abuses 
of nature ; of which sort none can be worse than 
this prostitution of the body. In like manner no 
one may take the price of the covering of a bitch, 
either of the one that is used in hunting, or in 
keeping of sheep, and thence sacrifice to God. 

1 0. Let no one blaspheme those gods which other 
cities esteem such '^ nor may any one steal what 
belongs to strange temples ; nor tike away the gifts 
that are dedicated to any god. 

1 1 . Let not any one of vou wear a garment made 
of woollen and linen, for that is appointed to be for 
the priests alone. 

12. When the multitude are assembled together 
unto the holy city for sacrificing every seventh year, 
at the Feast of Tabernacles, let the high-priest 
stand upon a hieh desk, whence he may be heard, 
and let him read the Uws to all the people ;} and 
let neither the women nor the children bie hindered 
from hearing, no, nor the servants neither ; for it 
is a good thing that those laws should be engraven 
in their souls, and preserved in their memories, 
that so it may not be possible to blot them out ; for 
by this means they will not be guilty of sin, when 
tliey cannot plead ignorance of what the laws have 
enjoined them. The laws ako will have a greater 
authority among them, as foretelling what they will 
suffer if they break them : and imprinting in their 
souls by this hearing what they command them to 
do, that BO there may always be within their minds 
that intention of the Uws which they have despised 
and broken, and have thereby been tlie causes of 
their own mischief. Let the children also learn 
the laws, as the fir»t thing tliey are taught, which 
will be the best thing they can be taught, and will 
be the cause of their future felicity. 

13. Let every one commemorate before God the 
benefits which be bestowed upon them at their de- 
liverance out of the land of £g}'pt, and this twice 
every day, both when the day begins and when the 
hour of sleep comes on, gratitude being in its own 
nature a just thing, and serving not only by way of 
return for past, but also by way of invitation of fu- 
ture favours. They are also to inscribe the principal 
blessings they have received from God upon their 
doors, and show the same remembrance of them 
upon their arms ; as also they are to bear on their 
forehead and their arm those wonders which declare 
the power of God, and his eood-will towards them, 
that God's readiness to bless them may appear 
everywhere conspicuous about tliem.|l 

f The hire of public or aseret hariota waa given to Tcnns In Syria, hs 
Loeian infKiins us, p. 878; and against aome each vile praetieaof tht 
old idohiters, this (aw seems to have been made. 

t The ApoatoUcal Constitutions, b. ii. chap. xxrX. sset. SI, expound 
thk law of Moses (Kjiod. xxii. m), *' Thou shalt net ivvile or bla^phama 
the gwis," of maglstratse : which is a much more probable esposltloa 
than this of Josephus, of naathen gods, aa hei«, and agaiiut Apion, h, 
li. sect. 84. 

I What book of the biw was thns pahlidy read, see the boIb oa Asttq, 
h. *. chap. ▼. sect. 5, and 1 Ked. ix. MMA. 

I Whclhortheeephyhwtciies, and other Jewish memorials of the law 
here mcnUoned by JoMphas, and by Meet* (besides the fringes on the 
border* of their gaimenu, ITumb. sv. 87), were lltetmlly meant by God, 
I much Question. That they have bocn long observed bj tha Fbarlsssa 
and Bahinloal Jews, Is certain ; however, the Katmites, who rsaaiv* nai 
the UBWrttlen tndltions of the elders, but hasp eiese to tha writlan hMT 
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14. Let there be seven men to judge in every 
city,* and Uieee such a» have been before most 
zealoas in the exercise of virtue and righteousness. 
Let every judge liave two off.cers allotted him out 
of the tribe of Levi. Let tliose tliat are chosen to 
judge in the several cities be had in great honour ; 
and let none be permitted to revile any others when 
tiieae are present, nor to carry themselves in an 
insolent manner to tliem ;.it being natural that re- 
verence towards those in liigh oiBcea among men 
should procure melius (ear and reverence towards 
God. Let those that judge be permitted to deter- 
mine aecorditt^ as they think, to be right, unless any 
one can show that they have taken bribes, to the 
perversion of justice, or can allege any othijer accu- 
sation against them, whereby it may appear that 
tliey have passed aa unjust sentence ; for it is not 
fit that causes should be openly determined out of 
regard to gain, or to the dignity of the suitors, but 
that the judges should esteem what is right before 
all other things, otherwkje God will by that mciuis 
be despised, and esteemed inferior to those, tlie 
dread of whose power has occasioned the unjust 
sentence; for justice is the power of God. ile, 
therefore, that gzatifies those in great dignity, sup- 
poses them more potent than God himself. Bait if 
these judges be unable to give a just sentence about 
the causes that come before them (which case is 
not unfrequent in human affairs,) let them send the 
ainses undeterminad to the holy city, and there let 
the hi^h- priest, tlie prophet, and the sanhedrim 
detennme as it shall seem good to them. 

15. But let not a single witness be credited ; but 
three, or two- at the least,, and thoee such whose 
testimoay is confirmed by their good lives. But 
let not the testimony of women be admitted, on ao- 
oount ef the levity and boldness of their sex :f nor 
let eervants be admitted to give testimony, on ac- 
eoont of the ignobility of their soul ; since it is pro- 
bable that they may not speak truth, either out 
of hope of gain, or fear of punishment. But if any 
one M believed to have borne false witness, let liim, 
when he ia eonvieted, suffer all the very same 
poniahmeDts whiohhe against whom he bore witness 
was to have suiSered. 

] i. If a murder be- committed v\ any pUce, and 
he that did it be not found, nor is tliere any suspicion 
uponetBe asif he had hated the man,.and so had killed 
him, let there be a very diligent inquiry made after 
the man, and rewards propped to any one who will 
diseover him i but if still no information can be 
p ro c ured, let the magistrates and senate of those 
cities that lie near the pUu» in which the rohixler 
waseommitted, assemble togetlier, and measure tlie 
distance from the place where the dead body lies ; 
then let the magistrates of the nearest city thereto 
parehaee a heifer, and brin^ it to a valley, and to a 
place thereiii where there is no land ploughed or 
trees planted, and let them cut the sinews of the 
heifer ; then the priests and Levites, and the 

and Ofotiaa* Uilnk Uiij wen noA Otenill/ to b« under. 
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senate of that city, shall take water and wash their 
hands over the head of the heifer ; and they shall 
openly declare that their hands are innocent of this 
murder, and tliat they have neither done it them- 
selves, nor been assisting to any that did it Thej 
shall also beseech God to be merciful to them, that 
no such hon-id act may any more be done in that 
land. 

17. Aristocracy, and the way of living under n, 
is the best constitution : and may you never have 
any inclination to any other form of government ; 
and may yon always love that form, and have the 
laws for your governors, and govern all yrmr actions 
according to them ; for you need no supreme go- 
vernor but God. But if you shall desire a king, let 
him be one of your own nation ; let him be always 
careful of justice and other virtues perpetually ; let 
him submit to the laws, and esteem Godf's.oommands 
to be his hi$(hest wisdom ; but let him do nothing 
without the high priest and the votes of the senators ; 
let him not have a great number of wives, nor pur- 
sue after abundance of riches, nor a multitude of 
horses, whereby he may grow too proud to submit 
to the laws. And if he affect any such things, let 
him be restrained, lest he become so potent that 
his state be iiiconftistent with your welfare. 

18. Let it not be esteemed lawful to remove boun- 
daries, neither our own, nor of those with whom we 
are at peace. Have a care you dp. not take those 
Und-marks away which are, as.it, were, a divine and 
un.shaken limitation of rights made by God himself, 
to last for ever ; since this going beyond limits and 
gaining ground upon oU^rs, is the occasion of wars 
and seditions ; for tliose that remove boundaries are 
not far off an attempt to subvert the laws. 

19. He that plants a piece of land, the trees of 
which produce fruits before the fourth year, is not 
to bring thence any first-fruits to God, nor is he to 
make use of that fruit himself, for it is not produced 
in its proper season ; for when nature has a force 
put upon her at an unseasonable time, the fruit is 
not proper for God, nor for the master's use ; but 
let the owner gather all that is grown on the fourth 
vear, for then it is in its proper season ; and let 
him that has gathered it carry it to the holy city, 
and spend tliat, together with the tithe of his other 
fruits, in feasting witli his friends, with the oiphana, 
and the widows. But on the fifth year the fruit is 
his own, and he may use it as he pleases. 

20. You are not to sow with seed a piece of hmd 
which is planted with vines ; for it is enough that 
it supply nourishment to that plant, and be not ha- 
rassed by ploughing also. You are to plough your 
land with o^^en, and not to oblige other animals to 
come under the same yoke with them, but to till 
vour land with those be^st? that are of the some 
kind with each other. The seeds are also to be 
pure, and without mixture, mid not tfl be oom- 
{kounded of two or three sorts, since Nature does 
not rejoice in the union of things that are not in 
their own nature idike : nor are you to permit 
beasts of different kinds to gender together, for 
there is reason to fear that tliis unnatural abuse 
may extend from beasts of different kinds to men, 
though it takes its first rise from evil practices about 
such smaller things. Nor is any thing to be allowed, 
by imitation whereof any degree of subversion may 
creep into the constitution ; nor do the laws neglect 
small matters, but provide that even those may be 
managed after an unblameable manner. 

21. Let not those that reap and gather m the con 
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that is reaped, gather in tlie gleanings also, bat let 
them rather leave some hanuuls for those that are 
in want of the neoessarieB of life, that it may be a 
support and a supply to them, in order to their 
subsistence. In like manner when they gather 
their grapes, let them leave some smaller bunches 
for the poor, and let them pass over some of the 
fruits of the olive trees, when they gather diem, 
and leave them to be partaken of by those that have 
none of their own ; for the advantage arising from 
the exact ooUectiott of all, will not be so considera- 
ble to the owners as will arise from the gratitude of 
the poor ; and God will provide that the bind shall 
more wilUngly produce what shall be for die nour- 
ishment of its fruits, in case you do not merely take 
care of your own advantage, but have regard to the 
support of others also : nor are you to muzzle the 
mouths of the oxen when they tread the ears of 
corn in the thrashing-floor ; for it is not just to re- 
strain our fellow-labouring animals, and those that 
work in order to its production, of this fruitof their 
labours : nor are you to prohibit those that pass by 
at the time when your fruits are ripe to touch them, 
but to give them leave to fill themselves full of what 
you have ; and this whether they be of your own 
country or strangers, — as being glad of the oppor- 
tunity of giving Uiem some part of your fruits when 
tliey are ripe ; but let it not be esteemed kwful for 
tliem to carry any away : nor let those that gather 
the papes, and carry them y> the wine-pres8es, re- 
stram those whom they meet from eating of tliem ; 
for it is unjust, out of envy, to hinder those that 
desire it, to partake of tlie good tiling that come 
into the world according to God*s will, and this 
while the season is at the height, and is hastening 
away as it pleases God. Nay, if some, out of bash- 
fulness, are unwilling to touch these fruits, let them 
be encouraged to take of them (I mean, diose that 
are Israelites) as if they were themselves the owners 
and lords, onacoount of the kindred there is between 
them : nay, let them desire men that come from 
other countries, to partake of these tokens of friend- 
ship which God has given in their proper season ; 
for that is not to be deemed as idly spent, which 
any one out of kindness communicates to another, 
since God bestows plenty of good things on men, 
not only for themselves to reap the advantage, but 
also to give to others in a way o£% generosity ; and 
he is desirous, by this means, to make known to 
others his peculiar kindness to the people of Israel, 
and how freely he communicates happiness to them, 
while they abundantly communicate out of their 
sreat superfluities to even these foreigners also. 
But for him that acts contrary to this law, let him 
be beaten with forty stripes, save one,* by the public 
executioner ; let him undergo this punishment, 
which is a most ignominious one for a free man, 
and this becMise he was such a slave to gain as to 
lay a bk>t upon his own dignity ; for it is proper for 
vou who have had the experience of the afflictions 
m Egypt, and of those in the wilderness, to make 
provision for those thatare inihelikecircumstanoes ; 
and while you have now obtained plenty yourselves, 
through the mercy and providence of God, to dis- 
tribute of the same plenty, by the like sympathy, 
to such as stand in need of it. 

22. Besides those two tithes, which I have already 
said you are to pay every year, the one for the Le- 
vites, the other for the festivals, you are to bring 

• Thii ptmlty of * ferty rtrlpM. mw «m/ Imn nwaUaiMd. and wtet, 
as, wM flw UuM bifllsMd ou Oi. Vtuil hlnMlf by Um J«w^ S Oor. si. Si. 



every third year a third tithe to be distributed to 
those that ^ant ;t to women also that are widows, 
and to children that are orphans. But as to the 
ripe fruits, let them carry that which is ripe first of 
ad into the temple ; and when they have blessed 
God for that bind which bare them, and which he 
had given them for a possession, when they have 
also offered those sacriiiceB which the law has com- 
manded them to bring, let them give the first-fruits 
to the priests. But when any one hath done this, 
and hath brought the tithe of all that he hath, to- 
gether with those first-fruits that are for the L&- 
vites, and for the festivals, and when he is about to 
go home, let him stand before the holy house, and 
return thanks to God, that he hath delivered them 
from the injurious treatment they had in Egsrpt, 
and hath given them a good bind, and a large, and 
lets them enjoy the frait thereof ; and when he 
hatii openly testified that he hath fully paid the 
tithes [and other dues] according to the laws of 
Moses, let him entreat God that he will be ever 
merciful and gracious to him ; and continue so to 
be to all the Hebrews, both by preserving the good 
things which he hath already given them, and by 
adding what it is still in his power to bestow upon 
them. 

23. Let the Hebrews many, at the age fit for it, 
virsins that are free, and bom of good parents. 
And he that does not marry a virgin, let him not 
coiTupt another man's wife, and marry her, nor 
grieve her former husband : nor let free men marry 
sUves, although their affections should strongly bias 
any of them so to do ; for it is decent, and for the 
dignity of the persons themselves, to govern those 
their affections. And fiuther, no one ought to 
many a harlot, whose matrimonial oblations, 
arising from the prostitution of her body, God wiU : 
not receire ; for by these means the di^KXutions of 
the children will be liberal and virtuous ; I mean 
when they are not bom of base parents, and of the 
lustful conjunction of such as marry women that 
are not free. If any one has been espoused to a 
woman as to a virgin, and does not afterward find 
her so to be, let him bring his action, and accuse 
her, and let him make use of such indicationsit to 
prove his accusation as he is furnished withal ; and 
let die £ather or the brother of the damsel, or some 
one that is after them nearest of kin to her, defend 
her. If the damsel obtain a sentence in her favour, 
that she had not be^i guilty, let her live with her 
husband that accused ner : and let him not have 
any fiurther power at all to put her away, unless she 
give him very great occasions of suspicion, and such 
as can be no way contradicted : but for him that 
brings an accusation and calumny against his wife in 
an impudent and rash manner, let nun be punished 
by receiving forty stripes save one, and let him pay 
fifty shekeu to her father : but if the damsel be 
convicted, as havingi»been corrupted, and is one of 
the common people, let her be stoned, because she 

t JoMphWB pliria and expnH In lw uw U Uoa of Ihla law of Mom^ 
Drat. sir. «, 101 uvL U^ &e. Uiat the Jnra wwwbeuiid avHythM 
y«artopayChi«eUtli«| that to th« LtrttM, that Ibr MustfoM at Jera. 
ialnii, and thto Ibr tb« tnd^nl^ thawMmr, and tha orphans, U rally 
«anflnn«l by tha imflllMargood aid TtiMt. VTMi when ha waa a «apdv« 
toAi«yria.agatairtthaeplahHU<irthaBabkni,Tbblt,L8,7.iL ^ 
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did not preserve her virginity till she were lawfully 
married ; but if she were the daughter of a priest, 
let ber be burnt alive. If any one has two wives, 
and if he greatly respect and be kind to one of them^ 
either ont of his affection to her, or for her beauty, 
or for some other reason, while the other is of less 
esteem with him ; and if the son of her that is be- 
lored be the prounger by birth than another bora 
of the other wife, but endeavours to obtain the riffht 
of primogeniture from his iather*s kindness to his 
mother, and would thereby obtain a double portion 
of his father's substance, for that double portion is 
what I have allotted him in the Uws^— let not this 
be permitted ; for it is unjust that he who is the 
elder by birth should be deprived of what is due to 
him, on the father's dispOBition of his estate, because 
his mother was not equally regarded by him. He 
that hath oorronted a damsel espoused to another 
man, in ease he had her oonsent, let both- him and 
her be put to death, for they are both equally guilty ; 
the man, because he persuaded the woman willingly 
to snbmit to a most impure action, and to prefer it 
to lawful wedlock ; the woman, because she was 
persivuled to yield herself to be corrupted, either 
fur pleasure or for gain. However, if a man light 
on a woman when she is alone, and forces her, 
where nobody was present to come to her assist- 
anoe, let him only be put to deatli. Let him that 
bath corrupted a viqrin not yet espoused, marry 
her ; but if the father of the damsel be not willing 
that she should be his wife, let him pay fifty shekels 
as the price of her prostitution. He that desires to 
be diToroed from his wife for any cause* whatsoever 
(and many such causes happen amon^ men,) let 
him in writing give assurance that he will never use 
her as bis wife any more ; for by this means she 
may be at liberty io marry another husband, al* 
thoogh before this bill of divorce be given, she is 
not to be permitted so to do : but if she be misused 
by him also, or if, when he is dead, her first husband 
would marry her again, it shall not be lawful for 
her to return to him. If a woman's husband die. 
and leave her without children, let his brother 
many her ; and let him call the son that is bora to 
him by his brother's name, and educate him as the 
hmr of his inheritance ; for this procedure will be 
for the benefit of the public, because thereby fami- 
lies will not tail, and. the estate «ill coutinue'among 
the kindred : and this will be for the solace of 
wives under their affliction, that they are to be 
married to the next relation of their former hus- 
bands ; bat if the brother will not marry her, let 
the woman come before the senate, and protest 
openly that this brother will not admit her for his 
wifey but will injure the memory of his deceased 
brother, while she is willing to continue in the fa- 
mily, and to bear him chil£?en ; and when the se^ 
Date have inquired of him for what reason it is that 
he is averse to this marriage, whether he gives a 
bad or a good reason, the matter must come to this 
iasoe, That the woman shall loose the sandals of the 
brother, and shall spit in his face, and say, He de- 
serves this reproachful treatment from her, as hav- 
ing injured the memory of the deceased ;— and then 
let him go away out of the senate, and bear this re- 
proaeh upon him all his life long ; iMid let her 
marry to whom she pleases, of such as seek her in 
marriage. But now, if any man tidie dapti ve, either 

« ThtM WHds af JoMphus art vny HIm thoM of th* PbartnM to oar 
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a virgin, or one that hath been married,f and has a 
mind to marry her, let him not be alloweil to bring 
her to bed to him, or to live with her as his wife, 
before she hath her head shaven, and hath put on 
her mourning habit, and lamented her relations and 
friends that were slain in the battle, that by this 
means she may give vent to her sorrow for them, 
and after that may betake herself to feastine and 
matrimony ; for it is good for him that takes a 
woman, in oi-der to have children by her, to be com- 
plaisant to her inclinations, and not merely to pur- 
sue his own pleasure, while he hath no regard to 
what is agreeable to her ; but when thirty days are 
past, as the time of mouraing, for so many are suf- 
ficient to prudent persons for lamenting the dearest 
friends, then let them proceed to the marriage ; but 
in case, when he hath satisfied his lust, he be too 
proud to retain her for his wife, let him not have it 
in his power to make her a skve, but let her go 
away whither she pleases, and have that privilege 
of a free woman. 

24. As to those young men that despise their 
parents, and do not pay them honour, but offer them 
affronts, eitlier because they are ashamed of them, 
or think themselves wiser than they, — in the first 
place let their parents admoni»h them in words f for 
they are by nature of authority sufticient for be- 
coming their judges,) and let them say thus to them : 
— That they cohabited together, not for the sake of 
pleasure, nor for the augmentation of their riches, 
by joining both their stocks together, but that they 
might have children, to take care of them in their 
old age, and might by them have what they then 
should want ;— and say farther to him, ** That when 
thou wast bom we took thee up with gladness, and 
gave God the greatest thanks for thee, and brought 
thee up witli great care, and spared for notliing that 
appeared useful for thy preservation, and for thy 
instructinn in what was most excellent ; and now, 
since it is reasonable to forgive the sins of those 
that are young, let it suffice thee to have given so 
many indications of thy contempt of us : — reform 
thyself, and act mors wisely for the time to come ; 
considering that God is displeased with those that 
are insolent towards their parents, because he is 
himself the Father of the whole race of mankind, 
and seems to beat part of that dishonour which falls 
upon tliose tliat have tlie same name, when they do 
not meet with due returns from their children ; and 
on such the law infilcts inexorable punishment ; of 
which punishment mayst thou never have the ex- 
perience !" Now if the insolence of young men bo 
thus cured, let them escape the reproach which 
their former errors deserved ; for by this means 
the lawgiver will appear to be good, and parents 
happy, while they never behold either a son or a 
daughter brought to punishment ; but if it happen 
that these words and instractions, conveyed by them 
in order to rechiim the man, appear to be useless, 
then the offender renders the Uws implacable ene- 
mies to the insolence he has offered his parents ; 
let him therefore be brought forthj by these very 
parents, out of the city, with a multitude following 
nim, and there let him be stoned ; and when he has 
continued there for one whole day, that all the i)eo- 
pie may see him, let him be buried in jtlie night ; 

t Hera It it fuppoMd ih«| tkis oaptlvaM hiwbMid, If th* wm Mftm a 
putfrl«d woman, ww d«ad tofere, or rather waaHiafn In ihii very batttot 
otbvrwlM It wruuhl hare been ailnltorjr tn him that married hvr. 

± Hf Herod the Graat ltieUUii« on the execution of thia law, with 
nlaUan to two of hie own ama, befon the Judgw at ISurjrtua, Autiq. h. 
an. ch. «l. *«ei. t. 
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and thus it is that we bury all whom the laws con- 
demn to die, upon any account whatsoeyer. Let 
our enemies that fall in battle be also buried; nor 
let any one dead body lie above the ground, or suf- 
fer a punishment beyond what justice requires. 

25. Let no one lend to any one of the Hebrews 
upon usury, neither usury of what is eaten or what 
is drunken ; for it is not just to make advantage of 
the misfortunes of one of thy own countrymen : 
but when thou hast been assistant to his necessities, 
think it thy gain, if thou obtainest their gratitude to 
thee ; and withal that reward which wUl come to 
thee from God, for tliy humanity towards him. 

26. Those who have borrowed either silver or 
any sorts of fruits, whether dry or wet, (I mean tliis 
when the Jewish affairs shall, by the blessing of 
God, be to their own'mind,) let the borrowers bring 
them again, and restore them with pleasure to tliose 
who lent them ; laying them up, as it were, in their 
own treasuries, and justly expecting to receive them 
thence, if tliey shall want them again ; but if they 
be without ^ame, and do not restore it, let not the 
lender go to die borrower's house, and take a pledge 
himself, before judgment be given concerning it : 
but let him require the pledge, and let the debtor 
bring it of himself, without the least opposition to 
him that comes upon him under the protection of 
the law ; and if he tliat gave the pledge be rich, let 
the creditor retain it till what he lent be paid him 
Again ; but if he be poor, let him that takes it re- 
turn it before tlie going down of the 8un, especially 
if *lie pledge be a garment, that the debtor may 
have it for a covering in his sleep, God himself na- 
turally showing mercy to the poor. It is also not 
lawful to take a mill-stone, nor any utensil thereto 
belonging, for a pledge, that the debtors may not 
be deprived of instruments to get their food withal, 
and lest tliey be undone by their necessity. 

27. Let death be the punishment for stealing a 
man ; but he that hath purloined gold or silver, let 
him pay double. If any one kill a man that is 
stealing something out of his house, let him be es- 
teemed guiltless, although the man were only 
breaking in at the wall. Let him that hath stolen 
cattle pay fourfold what is lost, excepting the case 
of an ox, for which let the thief pay fivefold. Let 
him that is so poor tliat he cannot pay what mulct 
is laid upon him, be his servant to whom he was 
adjudged to pay it. 

28. If any one be sold to one of his own nation, 
let him serve him six years, and on the seventh let 
him go free. But if he have a son by a woman- 
servant in his purchaser's house, and if, on account 
of his good-will to Ids master, and his natural af- 
fection to his wife and children, he will be his ser- 
vant still, let him be set free only at the coming of 
the year of jubilee, which is the fiftieth year, and 
let him then take away with him his children and 
wife, and let them be free also. 

29. If any one find gold or silver on the road, let 
him inquire after him that lost it, and make pro- 
clamation of the place where he found it, and dien 
restore it to him again, as not tliinking it right to 
make his own proBt by tlie loss of another. And 
the same rule is to be obserred in cattle found to 
have wandered away into a lonely place. If the 
ovmer be not presently discovered, let him that is 
the finder keep it with himself, and appeal to God 
that he has not purloined what belongs to another. 

'60. it is not lawful to pass by any beast that is in 
disu'ess, when in a storm it is fallen down in the 



mire, but to endeavour to preserve ity as having a 
sympaUiy with it in its pain. 

31. It is also a duty to shew the roads to those 
who do not know them, and not to esteem it a mat- 
ter for sport, when we hinder others' advantages, 
by settmg them in a wrong way. 

32. In like manner, let no one revile a person 
blind or dumb. 

33. If men strive together, and there be no in- 
strument of iron, let him that is smitten be avenged 
immediately, by inflicting the same jpunishment on 
him that smote him : but if when he is canned home 
he lie sick many days, and then die, let him that 
smote him escape punishment ; but if he that ia 
smitten escape deatli, and yet be at great expense 
for his cure, tlie smiter shall pay for all that has 
been expended during the time of his sickness, and 
for all Uiat he has paid the physician. He tlutt 
kicks a woman witli child, so that the woman mis- 
carry,* let him pay a fine in money, as the judges 
sliall determine, as having diminished the multitude 
by the destruction of what was in her womb ; and 
let money also be given to tlie woman's husband by 
him that kicked her ; but if slie die of the stroke, 
let him also be put to death, the law judging it 
equitable that life sliould go for life. 

34* Let no one of the Israelites keep any poisonf 
that may cause death, or any other harm : but if 
he be caught with it, let him be put to death, and 
suffer the very same mischief that he would have 
brought upon thein for whom the poison was pre- 
pared. 

35. He that maimeth any one, let him undei^ 
the like himself, and be deprived of the same mem- 
ber of which he hath deprived the otlier, unless he 
that is maimed will accept of money instead of it ;$ 
for the law makes tlie sufferer the judge of the va- 
lue of wliat he hath suffered, and permits him to 
estimate it, unless he will be more severe. 

36. Let him tliat is the owner of an ox which 
pusheth with his horn, kill him : but if he puslies 
and gores any one in die thrashing-floor, let him be 
put to death by stoning, and let him not be thought 
fit for food : but if hb owner be oonvicted as having 
known what his nature was, and hath not kept him 
up, let him also be put Jto death, as being the occa- 
sion of the ox's having killed a man. But if the ox 
have killed a man-servant, or a maid-servant, let 
him be stoned ; and let the owner of the ox pay- 
thirty shekels§ to the master of him that was shun : 
but U: it be an ox that is thus smitten and killed, let 
both the oxen, that which smote the other and that 
which was killed, be sold, and let the owners of 
them divide their price between them. 

37. Let those that dig a well or a pit, be careful to 
lay planks over them, and so keep them shut up, not 
in order to hinder any person from drawing water, 
but thatthere may be no danger of falling into them : 

• Pbllo uHl oth«m ftppMr to ham vndantoed tiib law (Szod. nl. 
n, S*,) beucr tiian Jotrpbiu, who a«emi to aUow, that thou^ the Inftutt 
in the mothei^ womb, ttvon after the mother were qnlek, and m> the 
tnfknt had a rational eool, were killed by the stroke apon the mother, 
yet ir the mother eecaped, the oflbnder eboald only be fined, and not pal 
to death I while the law eeema mther to mean, that IT the faihat In that 
eaee be killed, thotich tha mother eeowe, the oSbnder matt be pat to 
.„-^ .__^_-^ OherU killed, ae J ^ ' ' 



death I and not only when the mother » »»«««,■■ vwavpHiM »»«■■*»»»■ 
It. It eaenie thla waa the axpodUoa of the Ffaarieeai ia tha day* oi 
Joeephits. 

f What we render a wUek, aeeordtaig to ear modem BeOonaorwlteh. 
craft, Baod. zzlU 18^ PhUoand Joeepbai underktood of a poteooer, or 
one who attnnptad, hy secret and uafatwfiil drogi or philtia, to take 
away the senses or ths lives of men. 

flhU permission of redeeming thhi penalty with money Is not ia ear 
eople^ Kaod. aai. 94, 16 1 Lev. xxlv. SO; Deut. ala. SI. 

J I We may here note, that thirty shekels, the prlee oar Savloar wai 
Id for Iv Judaa to the Jews, Matth. xxvi. 15, and xxvU, 8, was the old 
I value of a boucht servant or stave amoag that people. 
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bat if any. one's beast fall into saeh a well or pit 
tliiis digged and not shut up, and perish, let uie 
owner pay its price to the owner of the beast Let 
there be a battlement round the tops of your houses 
JnKtftad of a wall, that may prevent any persons 
from rolling down and perishing. 

38. Let him that has received any thing in trust 
for another, take care to keep it as a sacred and di- 
vine thing ; and let no one invent any contrivance, 
whereby to deprive him that hath intrusted it with 
him of the same, and tliis whether he be a man or 
a woman ; no, not although he or she were to gain 
an immense sum of gold, and this where he cannot 
be convicted of it by any body ; for it is fit that a 
man's own conscience, which knows what he hath, 
should, in all cases, oblige him to do well. Let this 
conscience be his witness, and make him aiways act 
so as may procure him commendation from others ; 
bat let him chiefly have regard to God, from whom 
no wicked man can lie concealed : but if he in whom 
the trast was reposed, without any deceit of his own, 
lose what he was intrusted withal, let him come be- 
fore the seven judges, and swear by God that no- 
thing hath been lost willingly, or with a wicked in- 
tention, and that he hath not made use of any part 
thereof, and so let him depart without blame ; but 
if he hath made use of the least part of what was 
committed to him, and it be lost, let him be con- 
demned to repay all that he had received. After 
the same manner as in these trusts, it is to be, if 
way one defraud those that undergo bodily labour 
fiyr him. And let it be always remembered, that 
we are not to defraud a poor man of his wages ; as 
bdng sensible that God has allotted these wages to 
bim instead of land and other possessions ; nay, 
this payment is not at all to be delayed, but to be 
made that very day, since God is not willing to de- 
prive the labourer of the inmiediate use of what he 
oath laboured for. 

Sd. You are not to punish children for the faults 
of their parents, but on account of tlieir own virtue 
rather to vouclusafe them commiseration, because 
they were bom of wicked parents, tlian hatred, be- 
cause they were bom of bad ones : nor indeed 
ought we to impute the sin of children to their fa- 
thers, while young persons indulge themselves in 
many practices different from what tliey have been 
instructed in, and this by their proud refusal of such 
instruction. 

40. Let those that have made themselves eunuchs 
be had in detestation ; and do you avoid any con- 
versation with them who have deprived themselves 
of their mimhood, and of that fruit of generation, 
which God has given to men for the increase of 
their kind : let such be driven away, as if they had 
killed their chidren, since they beforehand have lost 
what should procure them ; for evident it is, that 
while their soul is become effeminate, they have 
withal transfused that effeminacy to their body also. 
In like manner do yon treat all that is of a mon- 
strous nature when it is looked on ; nor is it lawful 
to geld men or any other animals.* 

41. Let this be the constitution of your political 
laws in time of peace, and God will be so merciful 
as to preserve this excellent settlement free from 
disturbance : and may that time never come 
which may innovate any thing, and change it 



»Thtobiwj«Biaii«Mt>atkMi, cvm of btntn, U nld to b« m rlRoroas 
^awba«, M le Inflict dMUh on him that doM It; which «Mnu ooly a 
• Phactekal intOTpnlatkNi In th« daya of Jowiihiu of Uiat bw, Lov. 
uL ao, and ml. M : only «• may b«iiM obwrve, that th« J«w« oenM 
Umm hav* no okmi whidi an fclt. but only b«ll« and «owa, In Jiulca. 



for the contrary. But smoe it must needs happen 
that mankind fall into troubles and dangers, either 
imdesignedly or intentionally, come let us make a 
few oonsdtutions concerning Uiem, that so being ap- 
prized beforehand what oueht to be done, you may 
have salutary counsels ready when yon want tliem, 
and may not then be obliged to go to seek what is 
to be done, and so be unprovided, and fiill into dan- 
gerous circumstances. May you be a laborious 
people, and exercise your souls in virtuous actions 
and thereby possess and inherit the land without 
wars ; while neither any foreigners make war uix>ii 
it, and so afflict you, nor any internal sedition seize 
upon it, whereby you may do things that are con- 
trary to your fathers, and so lose the laws which 
they have established : and may you continue in the 
observation of those laws which God hath approved 
of, and hath delivered to you. Let all sort of war- 
like operations, whether they befal you now in your 
own time, or hereafter in the times of your posterity, 
be done out of your own borders ; but when you 
are about to go to war, send ambassages and heralds 
to those who are your voluntary enemies, for it is a 
right thing to make use of words to them before you 
eome to your weapons of war ; and assure them 
thereby, Uiat although you have a numerous army, 
with horses and weapons, and, above these, a God 
merciful to you, and ready to assist you, you do 
however desire tliem not to compel you to fight 
against them, nor to take from them what they have, 
which will indeed be our gain, but what they will 
have no reason to wish we should talce to ourselves ; 
and if they hearken to you, it will be proper for you 
to keep peace with them ; but if tliey tmst in their 
own strength as superior to yours, and will not do 
you justice, lead your aimy against them, making 
use of God as your supreme commander, but or- 
daining for a lieutenant under him, one that is of 
the greatest courage among you ; for these different 
commanders, besides tlieir being an obstacle to ac- 
tions tliat are to be done on the sudden, are a disad- 
vantage to those that make use of them. Lead an 
army pure, and of chosen men, composed of all such 
as have extraordinary strength of body and hardiness 
of soul ; but do you send away the timorous part, 
lest they run away in the time of action, and so af- 
ford an advantage to your enemies. Do you also 
give leave to those that have httely built them houses, 
and have not yet lived in them a year's time ; and 
to those that have planted them vineyards, and have 
not yet been partakers of their fruits, — to continue, 
in their own country ; as well as those also wh<r 
have betrothed, or lately married them wives, lest 
they have such an affection for these things thai 
they be too sparing of their lives, and, by reserving 
themselves for these enjoyments, they become vo- 
luntary cowards, on account of their wives. 

42. When you have pitehed your camp, take care 
that you do nothing that is cmel ; and when you 
are engaged in a siege, and want timber for the 
making of warlike engines, do not you render the 
kind naked by cutting down trees Uiat bear fmit, 
but spare them, as considering that tliey were made 
for the benefit of men ; and that if they oould speak 
they would have a just plea against yon, because . 
though they are not occasions of the war, they are 
unjustly treated, and suffer in it ; and would, if 
they were able, remove themselves into another 
land. When you have beaten your enemies in bat 
tie, slay those that have fought against you ; buf 
pre8er\'e the otliers 'ilive, that they may pay you 
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tribute, excepting the nation of the Canaanites ; for 
aa to that people, you must entirely destroy them. 

43. Take caro, especially in your battles, that no 
woman use the habit of a man, nor man the garment 
of a woman. 

44. This was the form of political government 
#hich was left us by Moses. Moreover, he had 
already delivered laws in writing,* in the fortieth 
year [after they came out of Egypt], concerning 
which we will discourse in another book. But now 
on the following days (for he called tliem to assem- 
ble continuallv) he delivered blessings to them, and 
curses upon those that should not live according to 
the hiW8, but should transgress liie duties that were 
determined for them to observe. After this, he 
read to them a poetic song, which was composed in 
hexameter vene ; and left it to them in the holy 
book : it contained a prediction of what was to 
come to pass afterward ; agreeably whereto all 
things have happened all along, and do still happen 
to us ; and wherein he has not at all deviated from 
the truth. Accordingly, be delivered these books 
to the priestsf with the ark : into which he also 
put the Ten Commandments, written on two tables. 
He delivered to tliera the tabernacle ako ; and 
exhorted the people, tliat when they had conquered 
the hind, and were Bettled in it, they f^ould not 
foi^et the injuries of the Amalekitee, but make war 
against tliem, and inflict punishment upon them for 
wlmt mibchief they did them when they were in the 
wilderness ; and that, when they had ffot possession 
of the Und of the Canaanites, and when they had 
destroyed the whole multitude of its inhabitants, as 
they ought to do, they should erect an altar that 
should face the rising sun, not &r from the city of 
Shechem, between the two mountains, that of Ge- 
rizzim, situate on the right hand, and that called 
Ebal, on the left ; and that the army should be so 
divided, that six tribes should stand upon each of 
the two mountains, and with them the Levites and 
the priests. And that first, those that were upon 
mount Gerizzim should pray for the best blessings 
upon those who were diligent about the worship of 
God, and the observation of his Uws, and who did 
not reject what Moses had said to them ; while the 
other wished them all manner of happiness also ; 
and when tliese last put up tlie like prayers, tlie 
former praised them. After this, curses were de- 
nounced upon those that should transgress those 
laws, they answering one another alternately, by 
way of confirmation of what had been said. Moses 
also wrote their blessings and their curses, that 
they might learn them so thoroughly, that they 
might never be forgotten by length of time. 
And when he was ready to die, he wrote these 
blessings and cturses upon the altar, on each side of 
it it where he says also the people stood, and then 
sainificed and ofiered burnt-offerings ; though after 
that day they never offered upon it any other sa- 
crifice, for it was not lawful so to do. Tliese are 
the constitutions of Moses ; and the Hebrew nation 
still live according to them. 

45. On the next day, Moses called the people to- 
gether, vdth the women ancl children, to a congre- 
gation, so as the venr slaves were prraent also, that 
they might engage themselves to the observation of 



» TlMM kun M«B tobCthON AbOff* VMtfallMd, Mtl. 4. ■■ ia« «i^»Hr. 

i WliM iRwt ««» iM>wd«llv«a«d to tha priosta, ■•• Um doM m Antia. 
h. 111. eliap L avot. 7. ^ -» -^ 

i or Um mnet plaM wh«M tiiit altar wu to ba bulH, whHliar naarar 

■KMint Garlisim «r mount Bhal. aaaurUaff '' ' *- — " 

Um OU TmamciU, p. 1«-I7i: 



these laws by oath ; and that, duly considering the 
meaning of God in tliem, the^ might not, either for 
favour of their kindred, or out of fear of any one, 
or indeed for any motive whatsoever, think any 
thing ought to be preferred to diese laws, and so 
might transgress tnem ; that in case any one of 
their own blood, or any city, should attempt to con- 
found or dissolve their constitution of government, 
they should take vengeance upon tliem, both all in 
general, and each person in particular ; and when 
Uiey had conquered tliem, would overturn their 
city to the very foundations, and, if possible, should 
not leave the least footsteps of such madness : but 
tluU if they were not able to take such vengeance, 
they should still demonstrate that what was done 
was contrary to tlieir wills. So the multitude 
bound themselves by oath so to do. 

46. Moses taught them also by wliat means tlieir 
sacrifices might be the most acceptable to God ; and 
how they should go forth to war, making use of the 
stones (in the liigh- priest's breast-plate) for tlieir 
direction,! as I have before signified. Joshua also 
prophesied while Moses was present And when 
Moses had recapitulated whatsoever he had done 
for the preservation of tlie people, both in their 
wars and in peace, and had composed them a body 
of iawsi and procured them an excellent form of ^ 
vemment, he foretold, as God had declared to lum, 
** That if they transgressed tliat institution for the 
woxvhip of God, they should experience the follow- 
ing miseries : — Their land should be full of weapons 
of war from tlieir enemies, and their cities should 
be overthrown, and their temple should be burnt ; 
that they should be sold for slaves, to such men aa 
would liave no pity on them in their afilictions ; that 
tliey would then repent, when that repentance would 
no way profit them under their sufferings. Yet," 
said he, " will that God who founded vour nation, 
restore your cities to yoiur citizens, with their tem- 
ple also ; and you shall lose these advantages, not 
once only, but often." 

47. Now when Moses had enooun^ged Joshua to 
lead out the army against the Canaanites, by teUing 
him that God would assist him in all his undertak- 
ings, and had blessed the whole multitude, he said, 
^ Since I am going to my foreiathers, and God has 
determined that Uub should be tlie day of my de- 
parture to them, I retm*n him thanks while I am 
still alive and present with you, for that providence 
he hath exercised over you, which hath not only 
delivered us from the miseries we Uy under, but 
hath bestowed a state of prosperity upon us ; as 
also, Uiat he hath assisted me m the pains I took, 
and in all the contrivances I had in my care about 
you, in order to better vour condition, and hath on 
all occasions showed hunself &vourable to us : or 
rather he it was who first conducted our affairs, and 
brought them to a happy conclusion, by making use 
of me as a vicarious general under him, and as a 
minister in those matters wherein he was willing to 
do you good : on which account I think it proper to 
bless that Divine Power which will take care of you 
for the time to come, and tliis in order to repay that 
debt which I owe him, and to leave behuid ii^e a 
memorial that we are obliged to worship and honour 

I Br. Barnard wall obaarraa hara, how QsAirtaDaia thia naglaet of 
maoldnv tha Uitai wa« to Joahtia Uauairin the <m a of Uia G ibauniln : 

.lu> wmtt m tvMt niM<n him amil ^^nanMl htm. Ummthaae with th* na.* «# 
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hira, and to keep those laws which are the most ex- 
cellent gift of all those he hath already bestowed 
opon ns, or which, if he continue &Tourable to as, 
he will bestow upon us hereafter. Certainly a hu- 
man legislator is a terrible enemy when his laws 
are afVWmtod, and are made to no purpose. And 
may yon never experience that displeasure of God 
which will be the consequence of the neglect of these 
his laws, which he, who is your Creator, hath given 
you 1" 

48. When Moses had spoken thus at the end of 
his life, and had foretold what would befal to eveiry 
one of their tribes* afterward, with the addition of 
a blessing to them, the multitude fell into tears, in- 
somuch tiiat even the women, by beating theur 
breasts, made manifest the deep concern they had 
when he was about to die. The children also la^ 
mented still more, as notable to contain their grief ; 
uid thereby declared, Uiat even at their age they 
were sensible of his virtue and mighty deeds ; and 
truly there seemed to be a strife Mtwixt the young 
and the old, who should most grieve for him. .The 
old grieved, because they knew what a carefiil pro- 
tector they were to be deprived of, and so lamented 
thur future state ; but tbo young grieved, not only 
for that, but also because it so mtppened that they 
were to be left by him before thev nad well tasted 
of bis virtne. rlow one may maike a guess at the 
excess of this sorrow and lamentation St the multi« 
tude, from what happened to the ledslator himself ; 
for iJthoogh he was always persuaded that he ought 
not to be cast down at tlie approach of death, since 
the undergoing it was agreeable to the will of God 
and the law of nature, yet what the people did so 
overbore him, that he wept himself. Now as he 
went thence to the place where he was to vanish 
out of their sight, they all followed after him weep- 
ing ; but Moses beckoned with his hand to those 
that were remote from him, and bade them stay 
beUnd in quiet, while he exhorted those that were 
near to him that they would not render his depar- 
ture so lamentable. Whereupon they thought they 
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ought to grant him that favour, to let him depart, 
according as he himself desired ; so they restrained 
themselves, though weeping stiU ton-aras one ano- 
ther. All those who accompanied him. were the 
senate, and Eleazar the hign-priest, and Joshua 
their commander. Now as soon as they were come ' 
to the mountain called Aharim (which is a very 
high mountain, situate over against Jericho, and 
one that affords, to such as are upon it, a prospect 
of the greatest nui of the excellent land of Canaan), 
he dimiissed tne senate ; and as he was ^ing to 
embrace Eleazar and Joshua, and was still discours- 
ing with them, a cloud stood over him on the sudden, 
and he disappeared in a certain valley, although he 
wrote in the holy books that he died, which was 
done out of fear, lest they should venture to say 
that, because of his extraordinary virtue, he went 
to God. 

49. Now Moses Uved in all one hundred and 
twenty years ; a third part of wliich time, abating 
one month, he was the people's ruler ; and he died 
on the hkst month of the year, which is called by the 
Macedonians Dyttrui, but by us Adar, on the first 
day of the month. He was one that exceeded all 
men that ever were in understanding, and made 
the best nse of what that understanding suggested 
to him. He had a very graceful way of speaking 
and addressing himself to the multitude : and as 
to his other qiudifications, he had such a full com- 
mand of his passions, as if he had hardly any such 
in his soul, and onlv knew them by their names, as 
rather perceiving them in other men than in him- 
self. He was also such a general of an army as is 
seldom seen, as well as su(£ a prophet as was never 
known, and this to such a degree, that whatsoever 
he pronounced, you would think you heard the 
voice of God himself. So the people mourned for 
him thirty days ; nor did any grief so deeply affect 
the Hebrews as did this upon Uie death of Moses ; 
nor were those that had experienced his conduct 
the only persons that desired him, but those also 
that perused the laws he left behind him had a 
strong desire after him, and by them gathered the 
extraordinary virtue he was master of. And tliis 
shall suffice for tlie decku^tion of the manner of 
the death of Moses. 
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BOOK V. 

OOIITAININO THB INTBBTAL OF FOUB HUNDKBD AND 8BFBNTT-8IX TBABS. 

FROM THE DEATH OP MOSES TO THE DEATH OF ELI 



CHAPTER I. 

BOW JOSHUA, THE COMMANDB& OF TBB HBBRBWS, 
MADB WAR WITH THB CANAAKITB8, AND OTER- 
CAMB THBM, AND-DBSTBOYBO THBM, AND DIVIDED 
THBTB LAND BT LOT TO THB TBIBE8 OF M&AEL. 

§ 1. When Moees was taken away from among 
men, in the manner already described, and when 
all the solemnities belonging to tlie mourning for 
him were finished, and the sorrow for him was over, 
Joshua commanded the multitude to get themselves 
ready for an e^^pedition. He also sent spies to Je- 
richo, to discover what forces they had, and what 
were their intedtions ; but he put lus camp in order, 
as intending soon to pass over Jordan at a proper 
season. And calling to him the rulers of the tribe 
of Reuben, and the governors of the tribe of Gad, 
and [the half tribe of] Manasseh, for half of this 
tribe had been permitted to have their habitation 
in the country of the Amorites, which was the se- 
venth part of tlie land of Canaan,* he put them in 
mind what they had promised Moses ; and he ex- 
horted them that, for the sake of the care that 
Moses had taken t>f them, who had never been 
weary of taking pains for them, no not when he was 
dying, and for the sake of the public welfare, they 
would prepare, themselves, and readily perform 
what they had promised ; so he took fifty thousand 
of them who followed him, and' he marched from 
Abila to Jordan, sixty furlongs. 

2. Now when he had pitched his camp, the spies 
eame to him immediately, well acquainted with the 
whole stat&of the Canaanites ; for at first, before 
they were all discovered, they took a full view of 
the city of Jericho without disturbance, and saw 
which parts )o£ , the walls were strong, and which 
parts were oiherwise, and indeed insecure, and 
jrhich of the gates were so weak as might i^ord an 
entrance to their army. Now tliose that met them 
took no notice of them when they saw them, and 
snppoeed they were only strangers, who used to be 
very curious in observing every thing in tiie city, 
and did not take them for enemies ; but at even 
they retired to a certain inn that was near to the 
wall, whither they went to eat their supper ; which 
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supper when ihey had done, and were considering 
how to get avoiy, infonnation was given to the king 
as he was at supper, that there were some persona 
come from the Hebrews' camp to view the cihr as 
spies, and that they were in the inn kept by Rahab, 
and were very solicitous that they might not be 
discovered. So he sent immediately some to tliem, 
and commanded to catch them, and bring them to 
him, that he might examine them hy torture, and 
learn wliat their business was there. As soon as 
Rahab understood that these messengers were 
coming, she hid the spies under stalks of flax, which 
were laid dried on the top of her house ; and said 
to the messengers that were sent by the king, that 
certain unknown strangers had supped with her a 
little before sunsetting, and were gone away, who 
might easily be taken, if they were any terror to 
the city, or likely to bring anv danger to the king. 
So Uiese messengers being thus deluded by the 
woman,f and suspecting no imposition, went tlieir 
ways, without so much as searching the inn ; but 
they immediately pursued them along those roads 
which they most probably supposed Siem to have 
gone, and those particularly which led to the river, 
but could hear no tidings of them ; lo tliey left off 
the pains of any farther pursuit But when the tu- 
mult was over, Rahab brought the men down, and 
desired them as soon as they should have obtained 
possession of the land of Canaan, when it would be 
in their power to make her amends for her preser- 
vation of them, to remember what danger site had 
imdergone for their sakes: for that if she had been 
caught concealing them, she could not have escaped 
a terrible destruction, she and ail her family with 
her, and so she bid them go home ; and desired 
them to swear to her to preserve her and her family 
when they should take the city and destroy all its 
inhabitants, as they had decreed to do ; for so far 
she said she had been assured by those divine mi- 
racles of which she had been informed. So these 
spies acknowledged that they owed her thanks for 
what she had done already, and withal swore to 
requite her kindness, not only in words, but in 
deeds ; but they gave her this advice. That when 
she should perceive that the city was about to be 
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le ahonld pat her gooda, and all her family, 
bj wBj of aeeurity, in her mn, and to hang out 
acariet threads before her doora [or windows], that 
the eommander of the Hebrews might know her 
kome, and take care to do her no harm ; for, 
■aid they, we will inform hun of this matter, be- 
eanae of the concern thou hast had to preserve us ; 
but if any one of thy fiamily fall in the battle, do 
Bot thou blame ns ; and we beseech that God, by 
whom we have sworn, not then to be displeased 
with ns, as though we had broken our oaths. So 
these men, when they had made this agreement, 
went away, letting themselves down by a rope from 
the wall, and escaped, and came and told their own 
peonle whatsoever they had done in their journey 
to this dty. Joshua also told Eleazer the high- 
TOtest, and the senate, what the spies had sworn to 
Bahab ; who confirmed what had been sworn. 

8. Now while Joshua, the commander, wan in 
fear about their passing over Jordan, for the river 
zan with a strong current, and could not be passed 
over with bridges, for there never had been bridges 
laid over it hitherto ; and while he suspected, that 
if he should attempt to make a bridge, that their 



i would not afford him time to perfect it, 
and for ferry-boato they had none,— God promised 
ao to disijose of the river, that they might pass over 
it, and that by taking away the main port of lis 
waters. So Joshua, after two days, caused the 
army, aad the whole multitude to pass over in the 
manner fc^owing :— The prieeto went first of all, 
having the ark with them ; then went the Levites 
bearing the tabernacle and the vessds which be- 
longed to the sacrifices ; after which the entire 
Bultitade followed, according to their tribes, having 
their children and their wives in the midst of them, 
as bdng afraid for them, lest they should be borne 
away by the stream. But as soon as the prieste 
had entered tlie river first, it appeared fordable, 
the depth of the water being restrained, and the 
•and appearing at the bottom, because the current 
was neither so strong nor so swift as to carry it 
away by ito feroe ; so they all passed over the river 
without fear, finding it to be m the very same stete 
as God had foretold he would put it m ; but tlie 
priests steed stiU in the midst of the river till the 
muldtade should be passed over, and should get to 
the shore in safety ; and when all were gone over, 
the priests came out also, and permitted the current 
to run freely as it used to do before. Acoordmgly 
the river, as soon as the Hebrews were come out of 
it, aztMc again presently, and came to its own pro- 
per magnitude as before. 

4. So the Hebrews went on farther fifty furlongs, 
^nd pitched their camp at tlie distance of ten fur- 
longs from Jericho : but Joshua built an altar of 
those stones which all the heads of the tribes, at 
the command of the prophets, had taken out of the 
deep, to be afterwards a memorial of the division 
of the stream of this river, and upon it offered sa- 
crifice to God ; and in that pUce celebrated the 
pasiover, and had great plenty of all the things 
which they nvaated hitherto ; for they reaped the 
«om of the Caaaanites, which was now ripe, and 
took other things as prey ; for then it was that 
their former food, which was aianna, and of which 
they had eaten forty years, failed them. 

5. Now while the Israelites did this, and the Ca- 
naanites did not attack them, but kept themselves 
quiet within theur own walls, Joshua resolved to 
besiege them ; so on the first day of the feast [of 



the pasBover], the priests carried the ark round 
about, with some part of the armed men to be a 
guard to it These prieste went forward, blowing 
with their seven trumpets, and exhorted the army 
to be of good courage, and went round about ine 
city, with the senate following them ; and when the 
prieste had only blown with the trumpete, for they 
did nothing more at all, they returned to ^e camp ; 
and when they had done this for six days, on ue 
seventh Joshua gathered the armed men, and all 
people together, and told them these good tidings, 
rhat the city should now be taken, since Grod would 
on that day give it them, by the falling down of the 
walls, and this of their own accord, and without 
their labour. However, he chiurged them to kill 
every one they should take, and not to abstun from 
the slaughter of their enemies, either for wearineas 
or for pity, and not to iall on the spoil, and be 
thereby diverted from pursuing their enemies as 
they ran away ; but to destroy all the animals, and 
to take nothing for their peculiar advanti^. He 
commanded them also to bring together all the silver 
and gold, that it might be set apart as first- f mi to 
unto God out of this glorious exploit, as having 
gotten them from the city they first took ; only that 
they should save Kahab and her kindred alive, be- 
cause of the oath which the spies had sworn to her. 

6. When he had sidd this, and had set his army 
in order, he brought it against the city : so they 
went round the city agam, the ark going before 
them, and the prieste encouraging the people to be 
zealous in the work ; and when they had gone 
round it seven times, and had stood still a little^, 
the wall fen down, while no instrument of war, nor 
any otlier force, was applied to it by the Hebrews. 

7. So they entered mto Jericho, and slew all the 
men that were tlierein, while tliey were affrighted 
at the surprising overthrow of the walls, and their 
courage was become useless, and they were not 
able to defend themselves ; so they were slain, and 
their throate cut, some in the ways, and others as 
caught in their houses, — nothing afforded them as- 
sistance, but they all perished, even to the women 
and the children ; and the city was filled with dead 
bodies, and not one person escaped. They also 
burnt the whole city, and the country about it ; 
but they saved alive Bahab, with her family, who 
had fled to her inn ; and when she was brought to 
him, Joshua owned to her that he uMcd her thanks 
for her preservation of the spies : so he said he 
would not appear to be behind her in her benefiu>- 
tion to her ; whereupon he gave her certain lands 
immediately, and had her in great esteem ever 
afterwards. 

8. And if any part of the city escaped the fire, 
he overthrew it from the foundation ; and he de- 
nounced a curse* against ite inhabitante, if any 
should desire to rebuild it : how, upon his laying 
the foundation of the walls he should be deprived 
of his eldest son ; and upon finishing it he should 
lose his youngest son. oat what happened here- 
upon, we shall speak hereafter. 
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9. Now there was an immense qnsntity of silver 
aud gold, and besides those of brass also, that was 
heaped together out of the city when it was taken^ 
no one transgressing the decree, nor purloining for 
their own peculiar uivantage ; which spoils Joshua 
delivered to the priests, to be laid up among their 
treasures. And thus did Jericho perish. 

10. But there was one Achar,* the son [of Char- 
mi, the son] of Zebedias, of the tribe of Judah, 
who, finding a royal garment woven entirely of 
gold, and a piece of gold that weighed two hundred 
shekelB ;t and thinkme it a very hard case, that 
what spoils he, by runmng some hazard, had found, 
he must give away, and offer it to God, who stood 
in no need of it, while he that wanted it must go 
without it, — ^made a deep ditch in his own tent, and 
laid them up therein, as supposing he should not 
only be concealed from his fellow-soldiers, but from 
God himself also. 

11. Now the place where Joshua pitched his 
cam^ was called Gilgal, which denotes liberty ;X 
for since now they had passed over Jordan, they 
looked on themselves as fireed from the miseries 
which they had undergone firomthe Egyptians, and 
ui the wilderness. 

12. Now, a few days after the calamity that befel 
Jericho, Joshua sent three thousand armed men to 
take Ai, a city situate above Jericho ; but, upon 
the sight of the people of Ai, with them they were 
driven back, and lost thirty-six of their men. 
When this was told the Israelites, it made them 
very sad, and exceedingly diaoonsolate, not so much 
beouise of the relation the men that were destroyed 
bare to them, though those that were destroyed 
were all good men, and deserved their esteem, as 
by the deispair it occa0ioned ; for while they be- 
lieved that they were already, in effect^ in posses- 
sion of the land, and should bring back the army 
out of the battles without loss, as God had promised 
beforehand, they now saw unexpectedly llieir ene- 
mies bold with success ; so they put sackcloth on 
their garments, and continued in tears and liunenta- 
tion Sn the day, without the least inquiry after 
food, but hud what had happened greatly to heart 

13. When Joshua saw the army so much afflict- 
ed, and possessed with forebodings of evil as to 
their whole expedition, he used freedom with God, 
and said, ** We are not oome thus Ur out of any 
rashness of our own, as though we thought ourselves 
able to subdue this land with our own weapons, but 
at the instigation of Moses thy servant for this pur- 
pose, because thou hast promised us, by many 
signsy that thou wouldst give us this land for a pos- 
session, and that thou wouldst make our army al- 
ways superior in war to our enemies, and accord- 
ingly some success has already attended upon us 
agreeably to thy promises ; but because we have 
now unexpectedly been foiled, and have lost some 
men out of our army, we are grieved at it, as fear- 
ing what thou has promised us ; and what Moses 
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foretold us, cannot be depended on by us ; and our 
future expectation troubles us the more, because 
we have met with such a disaster in this our first 
attempt ; but do thou, Lord, free us from these 
suspicions, for thou art able to find a cure for these 
disorders, by giving us victory, which wiU both 
take away the grief we are in at present, and pre- 
vent our distrust as to what is to come." 

14. These intercessions Joshua put up to God, 
as he lay prostrate on his face : whereupon God 
answered him. That he should rise up, and purify 
his host from the pollution that had got into it ; 
that ^ things consecrated to me have been impu- 
dently stolen from me," and that *' this has been 
the occasion why this defeat had happened to 
them ;" and that when they should search out and 
punish the offender, he would ever take care they 
should have the victory over their enemies. This 
Joshua told the peopIiB : and calling for Eleazar 
the high-priest and the men in authority, he cast 
lots, tribe by tribe ; and when the lot showed that 
this wicked action was done by one of the tribe of 
Judah, he then again proposed the lot to the seve- 
ral families thereto belongmg ; so the truth of this 
wicked action was found to belong to the family of 
Zadiar ; and when the inquiry was made man by 
man, they took Achar, who, upon God's reducing 
him to a terrible extremity, could not deny the 
&ct : so he confessed the theft, and produced what 
he had taken in the midst of them, whereupon he 
was inunediately put to death ; and attained no 
more than to be buried in the night in a disgraceful 
manner, and such as was suitaUe to a condemned 
malefactor. 

15. When Joshua had thus purified the host, he 
led them against Ai : and havmg by night laid an 
ambush round about the city, he attacked the ene- 
mies as soon as it was day ; but as they advanced 
boldly against the Israelites, because of their for- 
mer victory, he made them believe he retired, and 
by that means drew them a great way from the 
city, they still supposinff that they were pursuing 
their enemies, and despised them, as though the 
case had been the same with that in the former 
batUe ; after which Joriiua ordered his forces to 
turn about, and placed them against their front : 
he then made the signals agreed upon to those that 
lay in ambush, and so excited them to fight ; so 
they ran suddenly into the city, the inhabitants 
beinff upon the waUs, nay, others of them bemg in 
perplexity, and coming to see those that were with- 
out the gates. Accordingly, tliese men took the 
city, and slew all that they met with ; but Joshua 
forced those that came against him to oome to a 
close fight, and discomfited them, and made them 
run away ; and when they were driven towards 
the city, and thought it had not been touched, as 
soon as they saw it was taken, and perceived it was 
burnt, with their wives and children, they wandered 
about the fidds in a scattered condition, and were 
no way able to defend themselves, because tiiey 
had none to support them. Now when this cala- 
mity was oome upon the men of Ai, there were a 
great number of children, and women, and servants, 
and an imir"**"'" quantity of other fiiniitore. The 
Hebrews also took herds of oattie, and a great deal 
of money, for this was a rich country. So when 
Joshua came to Gilgal, he divided all these spoils 
among the soldiers. 

16. But the Gibeonites, who inhabited very near 
to Jerusalem, when they saw what miseriee liad 
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happeoDd to the inhabitants of Jericho, and to those 
of Ai, and suspected that the like sore calanutv 
would oome as fiur as themselves, they did not think 
fit to ask for m«ney of Joshua ; for they supposed 
tbey shoidd find little mercy from him, who made 
war tlnit he might entirely destroy the nation of the 
Canaanitea ; but they invited the people of Cephirah 
and Kiriathjearim, who were their neighbours, to 
join in league with them ; and told them, that nei- 
ther oould they themselves avoid the danger they 
were all in, if the Israelites should prevent them, 
and seize upon them ; so when they had persuaded 
them, they leaol ved to endeavour toescape the forces 
of the Israelites. Accordingly, upon their agree- 
ment to what they proposed, they sent ambassadors 
to Joshua to make a league of fnendship with him, 
and those such of the dtizens as were best approved 
of, and most capable of doing what was most ad- 
vantageous to the multitude. Now these ambassa- 
dors though it dangerous to confess themselves to be 
Canaanitesy but thought they might, by this contri- 
▼anee, avoid the djmger, namely, by sayine that 
they bare no relation to the Canaanites at aU^ but 
dwelt at a very great distance from them : and 
they said further, that they came a long way, on 
aceount of the reputation he had gained for his vir- 
tue ; and as a mark of the truth of what they said, 
they showed him the habit they were in, for that 
their clothes were new when they came out, but 
were greatiy worn by the length of time they had 
been on their journey ; for indeed they took torn 
sarments, on purpose that they might make him 
believe so. So they stood in the midst of the people, 
and said that they were sent by the people of 6i- 
beon, and of the dreumjaoent eities, which were 
very remote from the buid where they now were, 
to make such a league of friendslup witn them, and 
this on such conditions as were customary among 
their forefathers : for when they understood tha^ 
by the favour of (3od, and his gift to tiiem, tiiey 
were to have the possession of the land of Canaan 
bestowed upon them, they said that they were veiy 
glad to hear it, and desired to be admitted into the 
number of their citizens. Thus did these ambas- 
sadors speak ; and showing them the marks of their 
long journey, they entreated the Hebrews to make 
a league of fnendship with them. Accordingly 
Joshua, believing what they said, that they were 
not of tiie nation of the Canaanites, entered into 
fnendship with them ; and Eleazar the high-priest, 
with the senate, sware to them that they would es- 
teem them their friends and associates, and would 
attempt nothing that should be unfair against them, 
the multitude also assenting to the oatlis that were 
made to them. So these men having obtained what 
they desired, by deceiving the Israelites, went home : 
but when Joshua led his army to the country at the 
bottom of the mountains of this part of Canaan, he 
understood that the Gibeonites dwelt not &r from 
Jerusalem, and that they were of the stock of the 
Canaanites ; so he sent for their governors, and re- 

Cichcd them with the cheat they had put upon 
; but they alleged, on their own behalf, that 
they had no other way to save themselves but that, 
and were therefore forced to have recourse to it 
So he called for Eleazar the high- priest, and for the 
senate, who thou^t it right to make them public 
servants, that they might not break the oath they 
had made to them ; and they ordained them to be 
•0 :— and this was the method by which these men 
found safety and security under the calamity tiiat 
was ready to overtake thcni. 



17. But the king of Jerusalem took it to heart 
that the Gibeonites had gone over to Joshua ; so he 
called upon the kings of the neighbouring nations 
to join together, and make war against them. Now 
when the Gibeonites saw tiiese Ungs, which were 
four, besides the king of Jerusalem, and perceived 
that they had pitched their camp at a certain foun- 
tain not far from their city, and were getting ready 
for the siege of it, tiiey odled upon Joshua to assist 
them ; for sudi was their case, as to expect to be 
destroyed by these Canaanites, but to suppose they 
should besaved by those that came IbrthedestructioQ 
of the Canaanites, because of the lea^e of friend- 
ship that was between them. Accordingly, Joshua 
made haste with his whole army to assist them, and 
marching day and night, in the momirg he fell upon 
the enemies as they were eoing up to the sieffe ; and 
when he had discomfited them he followed them, 
and pursued them down the descent of the hiUs. 
The place is called Beth-horon ; where he also un- 
derstood that God assisted him, which he declared 
by thunder and thunder-bolts, as also by the falling 
of hail larger than usual. Moreover, it happened 
that the day was lengthened,* that the ni^ht might 
not oome on too soon, and be an obstruction to the 
zeal of the Hebrews in pursuing their enemies ; 
insomuch, that Joshua took tiie kings, who were 
hidden in a certain cave at Makkedah, and put 
them to death. Now, that the day was lengthened 
at this time, and was longer than ordinary, is ex- 
pressed in tiie books laid up in the temple.f 

18. These kings which made war with, and were 
ready to fightthe Gibeonites, being thus overthrown, 
Joshua returned again to the mountainous parts of 
Qmaan ; and when he had made a great slaughter 
of tiie people there, and took their prey, he came 
to the camp at Gilg^. And now there went a great 
fame abroad among the neighbouring people, of the 
courage of the Hebrews; and those that heard 
what a number of men were destroyed, were greatiy 
affrighted at it : so the kings that Uved about mount 
Libanus, who were Canaanites, and those Canaan- 
ites that dwelt in the plain country, with auxiliaries 
out of the hmd of the Philistines, pitehed their camp 
at Beioth, a city of the Upper Galilee, not far from 
Qidesh, which is itself also a place in Galilee. Now 
the number of the whole army was three hundred 
thousand armed footmen, and ten thousand horse- 
men, and twenty tiiousand chariuu ; so that the 
multitude of the enemies affrighted both Joshua 
himself and the Israelites ; and they, instead of 
being full of hopes of good success, were supersti- 
tiously timorous, with the great terror with whicli 
they were stricken. Whereupon Grod upbraided 
them wiUi the fear they were in, and asked them, 
whether they desired a greater help than he could 
afford them ; and promised them that they should 
overcome their enemies ; and withal cliarged them 
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to make their enemies* hones useless, and to bum 
their chariots. So Joshua became full of courage 
upon these promises of God, and went out suddenly 
against the enemies ; and after five days' march he 
came upon them, and joined battle witli them, and 
there was a terrible fight, and such a number were 
slain as could not be believed by those that heard 
it. He also went on in the pursuit a great way, 
and destroyed the entire army of the enemies, few 
only excepted, and all the kings fell in the battle ; 
insomuch, that when there wanted men to be killed, 
Joshua slew their horses, and burnt their chariots, 
and passed all over their country i^nthout opposition, 
no one daring to meet him in battle ; but he still 
went on, taking their cities by siege, and again kill- 
ing whatever he took. 

19. The fifth year was now past, and there was 
not one of the Canaanites remained any longer, ex- 
cepting some that had retired to places of great 
strength. So Joshua removed his camp to the 
mountainous country, and placed the tabernacle in 
the city of Shiloh, for that seemed a fit phioe for it, 
because of the beauty of its situation, until such 
time as their affairs would permit them to build a 
temple ; and from thence he went to Sbechem, to- 

Sther with all the people, and raised an altar where 
oees had beforehand directed ; then did he divide 
the army, and placed one half of them on mount 
Gerizzim, and the other half on mount Ebal, on 
which mountain the altar was;* he also placed 
there the tribe of Levi, and the priests. And when 
they had sacrificed, and denounced the [blessings 
and the] curses, and had left them engraven upon 
the altar, they returned to Shiloh. 

20. And now Joshua was old, and saw that tlie 
cities of the Canaanites were not easily to be taken, 
not only because they were situate in such strong 
pUces, but because of tlie strength of the walls 
themselves, which being built round about, the na- 
tural strength of the pUu;es on which the cities 
stood, seemed capable of repelling their enemies 
from besiegine them, and of making those enemies 
despair of takmg them ; for when the Canaanites 
had learned that the Israelites came out of Egypt 
in order to destroy them, they were busy all Uiat 
time in making their cities strong. So he gathered 
the people together to a congregation at Shiloh ; 
and when they, with great zoaX and liaste, were 
come thither, he observed to them what prosperous 
successes they had already had, and what glorious 
things had been done, and those such as were wor- 
thy of that God who enabled them to do those 
things, and worthy of the virtue of those laws which 
they followed. He took notice also, that thirty-one 
of those kings that ventured to give them battle 
were overcome, and every army, how great soever 
it were, that confided in their own power, and 
fought with them, was utterly destroyed ; so that 
not so much as any of their posterity remained ; 
and as for the cities, since some of them were taken, 
but the others must be taken in length of time, by 
lone sieges, both on account of the strength Of the 
walls, and of the confidence the inhabitants had in 
them thereby, he thought it reasonable that those 
tribes that came along with them from beyond 
Jordan, and had partaken of ^e daneers they had 
undergone, being their own kmdred, snould now be 
dismissed and sent home, and should have thanks 
for the pains they had taken together with them. 
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As also, he thought it reasonable that they should 
send one man out of every tribe, and he such as 
had the testunonv of extraordinary virtue, who 
should measure tiie land faithfully, and without 
any fiUlacy or deceit should inform them of its real 
magnitude. 

21. Now Joshua, when he had thus spoken to 
them, found that the multitude approved of his pro- 
posal. So he sent men to measure their country, 
and sent witli them some geometricians, who could 
not easily fail of knowine the truth, on account of 
their skill in that art He also gave them a charge 
to estimate the measure of that part of the land 
that was most fruitful, and what was not so good ; 
for such is the nature of the land of Canaan, that 
one may see large plains, and such as are exceed- 
ing fit to produce fruit, which yet, if the^ were 
compared to other parts of the country, might be 
reckoned exceedingly fruitful ; yet if it be compared 
with tlie fields about Jericho, and to those that be- 
long to Jerusalem, will appear to be of no account 
at all ; and although it so falls out that these peo- 
ple have but a very little of this sort of land, and 
that it is, for the main, mountainous also, yet does 
it not come behind other parts, on account of its 
exceeding goodness and beauty ; for which reason 
Joshua thought the land for the tribes should be 
divided by estimation of its goodness, rather than 
the largeness of its measure, it often happening, 
that one acre of some sort of land was equivalent 
to a thousand other acres. Now the men that were 
sent, which were in number ten, travelled all about, 
and made an estimation of the land, and in the 
seventli month came to him to the city of Shiloh, 
where they had set up the tabernacle. 

22. So Joshua took both Eleazar and the senate, 
and with them the heads of the tribes, and distri- 
buted the land to the nine tribes, and to the half- 
tribe of Manasseh, appointing the dimensions to be 
according to the largeness of each tribe. So when 
he had cast lots, Judah had assigned him by lot the 
upper part of Judea, reaching as far as Jerusalem, 
and its breadth extended to the Lake of Sodom. 
Now in the lot of this tribe there were the cities of 
Askelon and Gaza. The lot of Simeon, which was 
the second, included that part of Idumea which 
bordered upon Egypt and Arabia. As to the Ben- 
jamites, tlieir lot fell so, tliat its length reached from 
the river Jordan to the sea ; but in breadtli it was 
bounded by Jerusalem and Bethel ; and this lot 
was the narrowest of all, by reason of the goodness 
of Uie hmd ; for it included Jericho and the city of 
Jerusalem. The tribe of Ephraim had by lot the 
land that extended in length from the river Jordan 
to Gezer ; but in breadth as far as from Bethel, till 
it ended at the Great PUiin. The half-tribe of 
Manasseh had the land from Jordan to the city 
Dora ; but its breadth was at Bethshan, which is 
now called Scythopolis ; and after these was Issa- 
char, which had its limits in length. Mount Carmel 
and the river, but its limit in breadth was Mount 
Tabor. The tribe of Zebulon's lot included the land 
which lay as far as the Lake of Genesareth, and 
that which belonsted to Carmel and the sea. The 
tribe of Aser had ^t part which was called the 
Valley, for such it was, and all that part which lay 
over-against Sidon. The city Arce belonged to their 
share, which is also named Actipus. The Naph- 
thalites received the eastern parts, as far as the city 
of Damascus and the Upper Galilee, unto Mount 
Libanns, and tiie Fountains of Jordan, which rise 
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oat of that mountain ; that is, ont of that port of it 
whose UmitB belong to the neighbouring city of Aroo. 
The Danites' lot included all that part of the Talley 
which respeetB the sun-aettiag, and were bounded 
hy Azotus and Dora ; as also they had all Jamnia 
and Gath, from Ekron to that mountain where the 
tribe of Jndah begins. 

23. After this manner did Joshua divide the six 
nalions that bear the name of the Sons of Canaan, 
with their land, to be noesessed by the nine tribes 
and a half ; for Moaes had prevented him, and had 
already distributed the hmd of the Amorites, which 
itself was so called also from one of the sons of Ca- 
naan, to the two tribes and a half, as we have shown 
already. But the parts about Sidon, as also those 
that bebnged to the Arkites, and the Amathttes, 
and the Aradians, were not yet regularly disposed 
o£> 

24. But now was Joshua hindered by his age 
firom executing what he intended to do (as did those 
that succeeded him in the government, take little 
care of what was for the advantage of the public) : 
so he gave it in charge to every tribe to leave no 
remainder of the race of the Canaanites in the knd 
that had been divided to them by lot ; that Moses 
had assured them beforehand, and they might rest 
foUy satisfied about it, that their own security and 
their observation of their own laws depended wholly 
ttpon it. Moreover, he enjoined them to give thirty- 
«f^ cities to the Levites, for they had already re- 
ceived ten in the country of the Amorites ; and 
three of these he assigned to those that fled from 
the man-fllavers, who were to inhabit there ; for he 
was very solicitous that nothing should be neglected 
which Moses had ordained. These cities were of 
the tribe of Judah, Hebron ; of that of Ephraim, 
Sbechem ; and of that of Naphthali, Cadesh, which 
is a phwse of the Upper Galilee. He also distributed 
among them the rest of the prey not yet distributed, 
which was very mat ; whereby they had an afflu- 
ence of gnuU riches, both all in general, and every 
one in particuhtr : and this of gold and of vestments, 
and of other furniture, besides a multitudeof cattle, 
whose number could not be told. 

25. After this was over, he gathered the army 
together to a congregation, and spake thus to those 
tribes that had tlieir settlement in the Umd of the 
Amorites, beyond Jordan^— for fifty thousand of 
them had armed themselves, and had gone to the 
war along with them :— "Since that God, who is 
the Father and Lord of the Hebrew nation, has now 
given ns this land for a possession, and promised to 
preeerve us in the enjoyment of it as our own for 
ever; and since you have with ahicrity offered 
yourselves to assist us when we wanted that assist- 
ance on all occasions, according to his command, it 
is but just, now all our difficulties are over, that you 
should be permitted to enjoy rest, and that we 
should trespass on your alacrity to help us no longer ; 
that so, if we should again stand in need of it, we 
may readily have it on any future emergency, and 
not tire yon ont so much now as may make yon 
slower in assisting us another tune. We, therefore, 
return yon our thanks for the dangers you have 
undergone with us, and we do it not at this time 
only, but we shall always be thus disposed ; and be 
■0 good as to remember our friends, and to preserve 
m mind what advantages we have had from them ; 
and how ^ou have put off the enjoyments of your 
own hapnmess for our sakes, and have Uboured for 
what we have now, by the good- will of God obtained, 



and resolved not to enjoy your own nrosperity till 
yon had afforded us that assistance. However, you 
have, by joining your labour with ours, gotten great 
plenty of riches, and will cany home wi& yoa much 
prey, with gold and silver, and, what is more than 
all these, our good-will towards you, and a mind 
willingly dispoMd to make a requital of your kind- 
ness to us, in what case soever vou shall desire it, 
for you have not omitted any thing which Moses 
beforehand required of you, nor have you despised 
him because he was d^wl and ^ne from you, so 
that there is nothing to diminish that gratitude 
which we owe to you. We therefore dismiss yon 
joyful to your own inheritances ; and we entreat 
you to suppose, that there is no limit to be set to 
the intimate relation that is between us ; and Uiat 
you will not imagine, because this river is interposed 
between ns, that you are of a different race from us, 
and not Hebrews ; for we are all the posterity of 
Abraham, both we that inhabit here, and you that 
inhabit there ; and it is the same God that brought 
our forefathers and yours into the world, whose 
worship and form of government we are to take 
care o( which he has ordained, and are most care- 
fully to observe ; because, while you continue in 
those laws, God will also ^ow himself mercif ol and 
assisting to yon ; but if you imitate the other nations, 
and forsake those laws, he will reject your nation." 
When Joshua had spoken thus, and saluted them 
all, both those in authority one by one, and the 
whole multitude in common, he himself staid where 
he was ; but the people conducted those tribes on 
their journey, and that not without tears in their 
eyes ; and indeed they hardly knew how to part 
one from the other. 

26. Now when the tribe of Renben, and that of 
Gad, and as many of the Manassites as followed 
them, were passed over the river, they built an al- 
tar on the banks of Jordan, as a monument to pos- 
terity, and a sign of their reUtion to those that 
shoidd inhabit on the other side. But when 
those on the other side heard that those who had 
been dismissed had built an altar, but did not 
hear with what intention they built it, but sup- 
posed it to be by way of innovation, and for the in- 
troduction of stranse gods, they did not incline to 
disbelieve it ; but uiinking this defamatory report^ 
as if it were built for divine worship, was creoible, 
they appeared in aims, as thiragh they would avenge 
themselves on those that built the altar ; and thev 
were about to pass over the river, and to punish 
them for their subversion of the laws of their coun- 
try ; for they did not think it fit to regard them on 
aooonnt of their kindred, or the dignity of those that 
had given the occasion, but to regm the will of 
Grod, and the wMt""^** wherein he desired to be 
worshipped ; so these men put themselves in array 
for war. But Joshua, and JSleazar the high-priest, 
and the senate^ restrained them ; and persuaded 
them first to make trial by words of theurintentioii, 
and afterwards, if they found that their intention 
was evil, then only to proceed to make war upon 
them. Accordingly, they sent as ambassadors to 
them Phineas the son of Eleazar, and ten more 
persons that were in esteem among the Hebrews, 
to leam of them what was in their mind when, upon 
passing over the river, they had built an altar upon 
its banks ; and as soon as these ambassadors were 
passed over, and were come to them, and a congre- 
gation was assembled, Phineas stood up and said, 
That the offence they had been guilty of was of too 
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heinoQS a nature to be pani»hed by words alone, or 
by them only to be amended for the fntore, yet that 
they did not so look at the heinonsneeB of their 
transgression as to have reeoune to arms, and to a 
battle for their punishment immediately ; but that, 
on account of their kindred, and the pvobability 
there was that they might be reclaimed, they took 
this method of sending an ambassage to them : 
" That when we have teamed the true reasons by 
which yon have been moved to build this altar, we 
may neither seem to have been too rash in assault- 
ing you by our weapons of war, if it prove that von 
made the altar for justifiable reasons, and may then 
justly punish you if the accusation prove true ; for 
we can hardly suppose that you, who have been ac- 
quainted with the will of God, and have been 
hearers of those laws which he bim8elf hath given 
ns, now you axe separated from us, and gone to 
that patdmony of yours, which you, through the 
grace of God, and that providence which he exer- 
cises over you, have obtained by lot, can forget 
him, and can leave that ark and that altar which is 
peculiar to us, and can introduce strange gods and 
imitate the wicked practices of tlie Canaanites. Now 
this will appear to have been a small crime if you 
repent now, and proceed no farther in your madness, 
but pay a due reverence to, and keep in mind tlie 
laws of your country ; but if you persist in your 
sins, we will not ^idge our pains to preserve our 
laws ; but we will pass over Jordan and defend 
them, and defend God also, and i^hall esteem of you 
as of men no way differing from the Canaanites, 
but shall destroy yon in the like manner as we des- 
troyed them ; for do not you imagine (hat, because 
you are got over the river, you are got out of the 
reach of God's power ; yon are everywhere in places 
that belong to him, and impossible it is to over-run 
his power, and the punishment he will bring on 
men thereby ; but if yon think that your settlement 
here will be any obstruction to your conversion to 
what is good, nothing need hinder us from dividing 
the land anew, and leaving this old land to be for 
the feeding of sheep ; but you will do well to return 
to your duty, and to leave off these new crimes ; 
and we beseech you, by your children and wives, 
not to force us to punish you. Take thereforesuch 
measures in thin assembly, as supposing tlmt your 
own safety, and the safety of tho^e that are dearest 
to you, is therein concerned, and believe that it is 
better for yon to be conquered by words, than to 
continue in your purpose, and to experience deeds 
and war therefore." 

27. When Phinean had discoursed thus, the go- 
vemnrs of the aKf«mb1y, and tlie whole multitude, 
l)o«^n to make an apology for AemRelves, concern- 
ing what they were accused of; and Uiey said, 
That they neither would depart from the relation 
they bare to them, nor had they built the altar by 
way of innovation ; that they owned one and the 
same common God with all the Hebrews, and that 
brazen altar which was before the tabernacle, on 
which they would offer their saerificeB ; that as to 
the altar diey had raised, on account of which they 
were thus suspected, it was not buflt for worship, 
" but that it miffht be a sign and a monumentof onr 
reUtion to you for ever, and a n ecessa ry cautbn to 
ns to act wisely, and to continue in the laws of our 
country, but not a handle for trangressing them, as 
yon suspect : and let God be our authentic witness, 
that this was the occasion of our building this altar ; 
whence we beg you will Iiave a l^etter opinion of us, 



and do not impute such a thing to us as would ren- 
der any of the posterity of Abraham well worthy 
of perdition, in case they attempt to bring in new 
rites, and such as are different from our usual 
practices." 

28. When they had made this answer, and 
Phineaa had commended them for it, he came to 
Joshua and explained before the people what an- 
swer they had received. Now Joshua was ^lad that 
he was under no necessity of setting them in array, 
or of leading them to shed blood, and make war 
against men of their own kindred : and accordingly 
he offered sacrifices of thanksgiving to God for uie 
same. So Joshua after that dis^lved this great 
assembly of the people, and sent them to their own 
inheritances, while he himself lived in Shecliem. 
But in the twentieth year after this, when he was 
very old, he sent for those of the greatest dignity 
in the several dtiea, with those in authority, and 
the senate, and as many of the common people as 
could be prssent ; and when they were come he put 
them in mind of all the benefits God had bestowed 
on them, which could not but be a great many, 
since from a low estate tliey were advanced to so 
great a degree of glory and plenty ; and exhorted 
them to tuce notice of the intentions of God, which 
had been so gracious towards them ; and told them 
tliat the Deity would continue tiieir friend by nothing 
else but their piety ; and that it was proper for him, 
now that he was about to depart out of this life^ to 
leave such an adnv>nition to them ; and he desbed 
that they would keep in memory this his exhorta- 
tion to them. 

29. So Joshua, when he had thus discoursed to 
them, died, having lived a hundred and ten years ; 
forty of whijeh he fived with Moses, in order to learn 
what might be for his advantage afterwards. He 
also becune their commander after his death for 
twenty-five years. He was a man that wanted not 
wisdom nor eloquence to declare his intentions to 
the people, but very eminent on both accounts. He 
was of great courage and magnanimity in action and 
in dangers, and very sancious in procuring the 
peace of the people, and of great virtue at all proper 
seasons. He was buried in the dty of Timnah, of 
the tribe of Ephnum.* About the same time died 
Eleazar the high-priest, leaving the high- priesthood 
to his son Phineas. His monument also, and se- 
pulchre, are in the city of Gabatha. 



CHAPTER II. 

HOW, AFTER THE DEATH OP JOSHUA THEIR OOM- 
MANDRR, THE ISRAELITKS TRANSGRESSED THE 
LAWS OP THEIR COUNTRY, AND EXPERIENCED 
GREAT AFFLICTIONS ; AND WHEN THERE WAS A 
SEDITION ARISEN, THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN WAS 
DESTROYED, EXCEPTING ONLY SIX HUNDRED MEM. 

§ 1 . After the death of Joshua and Eleazer, Phi- 

» sine* not an\j Praenplw and Snldaa, tat mi mAim muihtw. Moms 
ChermcfiBls (p. (tt, 68), cad pmttupt from bteorigtnal Mithor Marlfaa On. 
ttnm, om> M old art Almunder th* Qraat, nt* down th« fkmoiu ln«Ti|i. 
tlon At TaiwkT eoneanlnff Um old OuMaaitm dilven oat of PkltMlno 
bj IcMbuik, Ulw It ben in tbat Mtbot^ own wonlm ** We ar* UioM 
eslKw tiMii WKTB f owtman of th«Obnaaait«<*, bat bave been driven awmy 
by Joehna tbe robber, and are coom to InhabU hare." See tbe not* 
thrrw. Nor b It unwortbjr of our nntlee wbat IffoMe Choraneoeis adda 
(p. 6S), and tbla upon a dlllsent esamination, els. that ** one «f thuHO 
eminent men among the Ouiaanltee eane at the eame time into Arm*. 
n»o. and Ibunded the Gethunlan liunlly or tribe : nnd that thto waa oo»i. 
finn>d by the maanen of tha ame fkmily or tribe, a« bein« like thone 
oftheC - 
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nijiis pxvpheaed,* th«t Aiooording to God's will tliey 
should oommit the goveimnent to the tribe of Judah, 
and that this tribe should destroy the race of the 
Canaanites ; for then the people were oonoerned to 
learn what was the will of God. They also took to 
their assistanee the tribe of Simeon : but upon this 
oondilaon, that when those that had been tributary 
to die tribe of Judah should be slain, they should 
do die like for the tribe of Simeon. 

2. But the affiun of the Canaanites were at this 
time in a flourishiqg condition, and they expected 
the Israelites with a great army at the city Bezek, 
having put the goTemment into the hands of 
Adonibezek, which name denotes the Lord ofBetek^ 
i<ot Adomi in the Hebrew tongue signifies Lord, 
Now they hoped to have been too hard for the Is- 
raelites because Joshua was dead ; but when the 
Israelites had joined battle with them, I mean the 
two tribes before mentioned, they fought gloriously, 
and slew above ten thousand of them, and put the 
rest to flight ; and in the pursuit they took Adoni- 
bezek, who, when his finsers and toes were cut off 
by them, said, ^ Nay, indeed, I was not always to 
lie ooneealed from God, as I find by what I now 
endure, while I have not been ashamed to do the 
same to seventy- two kings.''t So they carried him 
alive as far as Jerusalem ; and when he was dead, 
the^ buried him in the eurth, and went on still in 
takmg the cities ; and when they had taken the 
lower dty, which was not under a considerable time, 
they dew all the inhabitants ; but the upper citv 
was not to be taken withoutgreat difficulty, throueh 
the strength of its wallsy and the nature of the 
ptace. 

3w For which reason they removed their camp to 
Hebron ; and when they had taken it, they slew all 
the inhabitants. There were till then left the race 
of giants, who had bodies so Urge, and countenances 
so entirely different from other men, that they were 
surprising to the sight, and terrible to the hearing. 
The bones of these men are still shown to this very 
day, onlike to any credible relations of other men. 
Now they gave tliia dty to the Levites as an ex- 
traordinary reward, with the suburbs of two thou- 
sand cities ; but the land therato belonging they 
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gave as a fr«e gift to Gsleb, aooording to the in« 
junctions of Moses. This QUeb was one of the 
spies which Moses sent into the land of Oanaan. 
They also gave land for habitation to the posterity 
of Jethro, the Biidianite, who was the father-in-law 
to Moses ; for they had left their own country, and 
followed them, and accompanied them in the wU- 
~demess. 
^ 4. Now the tribes of Judah and Simeon took the 
cities which were in the mountainous part of Ga- 
naan, as also Aakelon and Ashdod, of those that lay 
near the sea ; but Gaza and Ekron escaped them, 
for they. Wing in a flat country, and having a great 
number of chariots, sorely galled those that attacked 
them : so these tribes, when they were grown very 
rich by this war, retired to their own cities, and 
laid aside theur weapons of war. 

5. But the Benjamites, to whom belonged Jeru- 
salem, permitted its inhabitants to pay tribute. So 
they all left off, the one to kill, and the other to ex- 
pose themselves to danger, and had time to cultivate 
the ^und. The rest of the tribes imitated that of 
Benjamin, and did the same ; and, contenting 
themselves with the tributes that were paid them, 
permitted the Canaanites to live in peace. 

6. However, tlie tribe of Ephnum, when they 
besieged Bethel, made no advance, nor performed 
any thing worthy of the time they spent, and of the 
pains they took about that sieee ; yet did thev per- 
sist in it, still sitting down before the ci^, tnough 
they endured great trouble thereby : but, after 
some time, they caught one of the dtiaens that came 
to them to get necessaries, and they gave him some 
assurances, that, if he would deliver up the city to 
them, they would preserve him and lus kindred ; 
so he sware that, upon those terms, he would nut 
the dty into their hands. Accordingly, he tnat 
thus betrayed the dty was preserved with his fa- 
mily ; and the Israentes slew all the inhabitants, 
and retained tlie dty for themselves. 

7. After this, the Israelites p;rew effeminate as to 
fighting any more against theur enemies, but ap- 
pued themselves to the cultivation of the land, 
which producing them great plenty and riches, they 
neglected the regular dispodtion of their settlement, 
and indulged themselves in luxury and pleasures ; 
nor were thev an v longer careful to hear the laws 
that belonged to their political government : where- 
upon God was provoked to an^, and put them in 
mind, first, how, contrary to his directions, they had 
spared the Canaanites : and, after that, how those 
flanaanitftfl, as opportunity served, used them very 
barbarously. But the Israelites, though they were 
in heaviness at these admonitions from God, yet 
were they still very unwilling to go to war ; and 
since they got large tributes from the Canaanites, 
and were in^sposed for taking pains by their luxury, 
tiiey suffered their aristocracy to be corrupted also, 
and did not ordain themselves a senate, nor any 
other such magistrates as their htws had formerly 
required, but they were Tery mudi given to culti- 
vatine their fields, in order to get wealth ; which 
great indoknoe of theirs brought a terrible sedition 
upon them, and they proceeded so &r as to fight 
one aninst another, from the following occasion : 

.There 
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Levite,^ a man of a vulgar £a- 
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niily, that belonged to the tribe of Ephraim, and 
dwelt therein : this man married a wife from 
Bethlehemy which is a place belonging to the tribe 
of Judah. Now he was very fond of his wife, and 
overcome with her beauty ; but he was unhappy in 
this, that he did not meet with the like return of 
affection from her, for she was averse to him, which 
did more inflame his passion for her, so that they 
quarrelled one with another perpetually ; and at 
last the woman was so dtsgusted at these quarrels, 
that she left her husband, and went to her parents 
in the fourth month. The husband beinff very un- 
easy at this her departure, and that out of his fond- 
ness for her, came to his father and mother-in-law, 
and made up their quarrels, and was reconciled to 
her, and lived with them there four days, as being 
kindly treated by her parents. On the fifth day he 
resolved to go home, and went away in the evening ; 
for his wife's parents were loth to port with their 
daughter, and dehiyed the time tiU the day was 
gone. Now they had one servant that followed 
them, and an ass on which the woman rode ; and 
when they were near Jerusalem, having gone already 
thirtv furlongs, the servant advised them to take 
op their lodgings somewhere, lest some misfortune 
should befal them if they travelled in the night, es- 
pecially since they were not far off enemies, tliat 
season often giving reason for suspicion of dangers 
from even such as are friends ; but the husband 
was not pleased with this advice, nor was he willing 
to take up his lodging among strangers, for the city 
belonged to the Canaanites, but desired rather to 
go twentjT furlongs further, and so to take their 
lodgings in some Israelite city. Accordingly, he 
obtained his purpose, and came to Gibeah, a city of 
the tribe of Benjamin, when it was just dark ; and 
while no one that lived in the market-place invited 
him to lodse with him, there came an old man out 
of the field, one that was indeed of the tribe of 
Ephraim, but resided in Gibeah, abd met him, and 
asked him who he was, and for what reason he came 
thither so late, and why he was looking out for 
provisions for supper when it was dark ! To whidi 
he replied, that he was a Levite, and was bringing 
his wife from her parents, and was going home ; 
but he told him his habitation was in the tribe of 
Ephraim : so the old man, as well because of their 
kindred as because they lived in the same tribe, 
and also because they liad thus accidentally met 
together, took him in to lodge with him. Now 
certain young men of the inhabitants of Gibeah, 
having seen the woman in the market-pUce, and 
adminng her beauty, when they understood that 
she lodged with the old man, came to the doors, as 
contemning the weakness and fewness of the old 
man's family ; and when the old man desired them 
to go away, and not to offer any violence or abuse 
there, they desired him tMield them up the strange 
woman, and then he should have no harm done to 
him : and when the old man alleged that the Levite 
was of his kindred, and that they would be guilty 
of horrid wickedness if they suffered themselves to 
beoTercome by their pleasoresy and so offend against 
their laws, they despised his righteous admonition, 
and laoffhed him to soom. They also Uireatened 
to kill lum if he became an obstacle to tlieur incli- 
nations ; whereupon, when he found himself in great 
distress, and yet was not willing to overlook his 
ffoests, and see them abused, he produced his own 
daufditer to them ; and told them that it was a 
imaUer breach of the law to satisfy their lust upon 



her« than to abuse his guests, supposing that he 
himself should by this means prevent any injury to 
be done to those guests. When they no way abated 
of their earnestness for the strange woman, but in- 
sisted absolutely on their desires to have her, he 
entreated them not to perpetrate any such act of 
injustice ; but they proceeded to take her away by 
force, and indulging still more the violence of their 
inclinations, they took the woman away to their 
house, and when they had satisfied their lust upon 
her the whole night, they let her go about oay- 
break. So she came to the pUce where she had 
been entertained, under great affliction at what had 
happened ; and was very sorrowful upon occasion 
of what she had suffered, and durst not look her 
husband in the face for shame, for she concluded 
that he would never forgive her for what she had 
done ; so she fell down, and gave up the ghost : 
but her husband supposed that his wife was only 
fast asleep, and, thinking nothing of a more melan- 
choly nature had happened, endeavoured to raise 
her up, resolving to speak comfortably to her, since 
she did not voluntarily expose herself to these men's 
lost, but was forced away to their house ; but as 
soon as he perceived she was dead, he acted as pru- 
dently as the greatness of his misfortunes would 
admit, and laid his dead wife upon the beast, and 
carried her home ; and cutting her, limb by limb, 
into twelve pieces, he sent them to every tribe, and 
gave it in charge to those that carried them, to inform 
the tribes of those that were the causes of his wife's 
death, and of the violence they had offered to her. 
9. Upon this the people were greatly disturbed 
at what they saw, and at what they heard, as never 
having had the experience of such a thing before ; 
80 they gathered themselves to Shiloh, out of a pro- 
digious and a just anger, and assembling in a great 
eongregation before the tabernacle, they immediately 
resolved to take arms, and to treat the inhabitants 
of Gibeah as enemies ; but the senate restrained 
them from doing so, and persuaded them, that they 
ought not so hastily to make war upon people of the 
same nation with them, before they discoursed with 
them by words concerning the accusation laid agamst 
them ; it being part of Sieir law, that they should 
not bring an army against foreip;ner8 themselves, 
when they appear to have been mjurious, without 
sending an ambassage first, and trying whereby 
whether they will repent or not : and accordingly 
they exliorted them to do what they ought to do in 
obedience to their laws, that is, to send to the in- 
habitants of Gibeah, to know whether they would 
deliver up Uie offenders to them, and, if they deliver 
them up, to rest satisfied with the punishment of 
those offenders ; but if they despised the message 
tliat was sent them, to punish them, by taking up 
arms against them. Accordingly they sent to tM 
inhabitants of Gibeah, and acciued the young men 
of the crimes committed in the affair of the Levite's 
wife, and required of them those that had done 
what was contrary to the law, that they might be 
punished, as having justly deserved to die for what 
they had done ; but the inhabitants of Gibeah would 
not deUver up the young men, and thought it too 
reproachful to them, out of fear of war, to submit 
to other men's demands upon them ; vaunting 
themselves to be no way inferior to any in war, 
neither in their number nor in courage. The rest 
of their tribe were also making sreat preparation 
for war, for they were so insolently mad as also to 
resolve to repel force by force. 
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10. When it was related to the Israelites what 
the inhabitants of Gibeah had resolved upon, they 
took their oath that no one of them would give his 
daughter in marriage to a Benjamito, but make war 
with greater fuiy against them than we have learned 
our forefathers made war against the Canaanites ; 
and sent out presently an army of four hundred 
thousand against them, while the Ben jamites' army 
was twen^-five thousand and six hundred ; five 
hundred of whom were excellent at slinging stones 
with their left hands, insomuch that when the battle 
was joined at Gibeah tlie Benjamites beat the Is- 
nkelites, and of them there fell two thousand men ; 
and probably more had been destroyed had not tlie 
niffhfc come on and prevented it, and broken off the 
fi^t ; so the Benjamites returned to the city with 
joy, and the Israelites returned to their camp in a 
great fright at what had happened. On the next 
day, when they fought agam, the Benjamites beat 
them ; and eighteen thousand of the Israelites were 
slain, and the rest deserted their camp out of fear 
of a greater slaughter. So they came to Betliel,* 
a city that was near their camp, and fasted on the 
next day ; and besought God, by Phineas the high- 
priest, that his wrath against them might cease, and 
that he would be satisfied with these two defeats, 
and give them the victory and power over their 
enemies. Accordingly God promised them so to do, 
by the prophesying of Phineas. 

11. When therefore they had divided the army 
into two parte, the^ laid the one half of them in 
ambush about the city Gibeah, by night, while the 
other half attacked the Benjamites, who retiring 
upon the assault, the Benjamites pursued ihem> 
while the Hebrews retired by slow deeroes, as very 
desirous to draw them entirely from Sie city ; and 
the other followed them as they retired, till both 
the old men and the youne men that were left in 
the dtj, as too weak to fignt, came running out to- 
gether with them, as willing to bring their enemies 
under. However, when they were a great way from 
the dty, the Hebrews ran away no longer, but 
turned back to fight them, and lifted up the signal 
they had agreed on to those that lay in ambush, 
who rose up, and with a great noise fell upon tlie 
enemy. Now, as soon as ever they perceived tliem- 
■elves te be deceived, they knew not what to do ; 
and when they were driven into a certain hollow 
place which was in a valley, they were shot at by 
those that encompassed them, till they were all de- 
stroyed, excepting six hundred, which formed 
themselves into a close body of men, and forced 
their passage through the midst of their enemies, 
and fled to the neighbouring mountoins, and, seizing 
upon them, renuuned there ; but the rest of them, 
beins about twenty-five thousand, were slain. Then 
did the Israelites bum Gibeah, and slew the women, 
and the nudes that were under age ; and did the 
same also to the other cities of the Benjamites ; — 
and, indeed, they were enraged to that degree, that 
tbev sent twelve thousand men out of the army, 
and gave them orders to destroy Jabesh Gilead, 
because it did not join with them in fighting against 
the Benjamites. Accordingly, Aose that wero sent 
■lew the men of war, with weir childron and wives, 
excepting four hundred vir^ns. To such a degree 
bad they proceeded in theur anger, because they not 
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only had the suffering of the Levite's wife to avenge, 
but tlie slaughter of their own soldiers. 

12. However, thev afterward were sorry for the 
calamity they had brought upon the Benjamites, 
and appointed a fast on Uiat account, although they 
supposed those men had suffered justly for their 
offence against the laws ; so tliey recalled by their 
ambassadors those six hundred which had escaped. 
These had seated themselves on a certain rock 
called Rimimon, which was in the wilderness. So 
the ambassadors lamented not only the disaster that 
had befallen the Benjamites, but themselves also, 
by tliis destruction of their kindred ; and persuaded 
tliem to take it patiently, and to come and unite 
with tliem, and not, so far as in them lay, to give 
their suffrage to the utter destruction of the tribe 
of Benjamin ; and said to them, " We give you leave 
to take the whole land of Benjamin to yourselves, 
and as much prey as you aro able to carry away 
witli you." So these men with sorrow confessea, 
tliat what had been done was according to the de- 
cree of God, and liad happened for their own 
wickedness ; and assented to those that invited them, 
and came down to their own tribe. The Israelites 
also gave them the four huudi-ed virgins of Jabesh 
Gilead for wives ; but as to tlie remaining two hun- 
dred, they deliberated about it how they might 
compass wives enough for them, and that they might 
have children by tliem ; and whereas they had, 
before the war began, taken an oath, that no one 
would give his daughter to wife to a Benjamites 
some advised them to liave no regard to what they 
had sworn, because the oath had not been taken 
advisedly and judiciously, but in a passion, and 
thought that they should do nothing against God, ii 
tliey were able to save a whole tribe which was in 
danger of perishing ; and tliat perjury was then a 
sad and dangerous thinz, not when it is done tfut oi 
necessity, but when it is done with a wicked inten- 
tion. But when the senate were affrighted at the 
very name of perjury, a certain person told them 
tliat he could show them a way whereby they might 
procure the Benjamites wives enough, and yet keep 
tlieir oath . They asked him what his proposal was. 
He said, ** That three times in a year, when we 
meet in Shiloh, our wives and our daughters ac- 
company us : let then the Benjamites be allowed to 
steal away, and marry such women as they can 
catch, while we will neitlier incite them nor forbid 
them ; and when their parents take it ill, and desire 
us to inflict punishment upon them, we will tell 
them, that they wero themselves the cause of what 
had happened, by neglecting to guard their daugh- 
tere, and that thev ought not to be over angry at 
the Benjamites, since that anger was permitted to 
rise too hiffh already." So the Israelites were per- 
suaded to follow this advice, and decreed. That the 
Benjamites should be allowed tlius to steal them- 
selves wives. So when the festival was coming on, 
these two hundred Benjamites lay in ambush before 
the city, by two and three together, and waited foj 
the coming of the virgins, in the vineyards am 
other places where tliey could lie concealed. Ac- 
cordingly the virgins <Same along playing, and sus- 
pected nothing of what was coming upon Aem, and 
walked after an unguarded manner, so those that 
lay scattered in the road, rose up, and caught hold 
of them : by tliis means these Benjamites got them 
wives, and fell to agriculture, and took ffood caze tc 
recover tlieir former happy stete. And thus was 
tliis tribe of the Benjamites, after they had been in 
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danger of entirely perishing, saved in the manner 
fore-mentioned, by the wisdom of the Israelites : 
and accordingly it presently flourished, and soon 
increased to be a multitude, and came to enjoy all 
other degrees of happiness. And such was the 
conclusion of this war. 



CHAPTER III. 

Bdw THB kSHAELITES APTBRTHIS KlS^OBtfJNB, GREW 
WICKED, AND SERVED THE ASSYRIANS ; AND HOW 
GOD DELIVERED THEM BY OTHNIEL, WHO aULBD 
OVER THEM FORXT YEARS. 

I 1. Now it happened (hat the tribe of Dan suf- 
fered in like manner with the tribe of Benjamin ; 
and it came to do so on the occasion foUowmg : — 
When the Israelites had already left off the exer- 
cise of their arms for war, and were intent upon 
their husbandry, the Canaanites despised them, 
and brought together an army, not because they 
expected to suffer by them, but because they had a 
mind to have a sure prospect of treating the He- 
brews ill when they pleased, and might Uiereby for 
the time to come dwell in tlieir own cities the more 
securely ; they prepared therefore their chariots, 
and gathered their soldiery together, their cities 
also combined together, and drew over to them As- 
kelon and Ekron, which were within Uie tribe of 
Judahy and many more of those tliat lay in the 
plaui. They also forced the Danites to fly into tlie 
mountunous country, and left them not the least 
portion of the plain country to set their foot on. 
Since then these Danites were not able to flght 
them, and had not land enough to sustain them, 
tliey sent five of their tnen into the midland coun- 
try, to see for a land to which they might remove 
their habitation. So tllese men went as far as the 
neighbourhood of mount Libanus, and the foun- 
tains of the Lesser Jordan, at the great plain of 
Sidon, a day's journey from the city ; and when 
they had taken a view of Uie hind, and found it to 
be good and exceeding fruitful, they acquainted 
their tribe with it, whereupon tiiey made an expe- 
dition with the army, and built there the city Dan, 
of the same name with the son of Jacob, and of 
the same name with tlieir own tribe. 

2. The Israelites grew so indolent, and unready 
of taking pains, that misfortunes came heavier 
upon them, which also proceeded in part from tlieir 
contempt of the divine worship ; for when they had 
once fuUen off from the regularity of their political 
government, they indulged themselves fartlier in 
living according to their own pleasure, and accord- 
ing to their own will, till they were full of the evil 
doings that were common among the Canaanites. 
God therefore was angry with them, and they lost 
that their happy state which they had obtained by 
innumerable labours, by their luxury ; for when 
Chusan, king of the Assyrians, had made war 
against them, they lost many of their soldiers in the 
battle, and when they were besieged, Uiey were 
taken by foree ; nay, there were some, who, out of 
fear,Voluntarily submitted to him, and though the 
tribute laid upon them was more tlian they could 
bejir, yet did they pay it, and underwent all sort of 
oppression for eigiit years ; after which time they 
were freed from them in the following manner : — 

3, There waa one whose name was Otliuiel, the 



son of Kenaz, of the tribe of Judah, an active man 
and of great courage. He had an admonition from 
God, not to overlook the Israelites in such a dis- 
tress as they were now in, but to endeavour boldly 
to gain them their liberty ; so when he had pro- 
cured some to assist him in tiiis dangerous under- 
taking (and few they were, who, eitlier out of shame 
at their present cireumstances, or out of a desire 
of changing them, could be prevailed on to assist 
him), he first of all destroyed tiiat garrison which 
Chusan had set over them ; but when it was per- . 
oeived that he had not failed in his first attempt, 
more of the people came to his assistance ; so they 
joined battle with the Assyrians, and drove them 
entirely before them, and compelled them to pass 
over Euphrates. Hereupon Othniel, who had given 
such proofs of his valour, received from the multi- 
tude authority to judge tlie people : and when he 
had ruled over them forty years, he died. 



CHAPTER IV. 

BOW OUR PEOPLE SERVED THE HOABITES EIGHTEEN 
TEARS, AND WERE THEN DELIVERED FROM SLAVERY 
BY ONE EHUD, WHO RETAINED THE DOMINION EIGH- 
TY YEARS. 

§ 1. When Othniel waa dead, the affairs of the 
Israelites fell again into disorder ; and while they 
neitlier paid to God the honour due to him, nor 
were obedient to the laws, their afilrctions increased, 
till Eglon, king of the Moabites, did so greatly des- 

Eise them on account of the disorders of their po- 
dcal government, that he made war upon them, 
and overcame them in several battles, and made 
the most courageous to submit, and entirely sub- 
dued their army, and ordered them to pay him tri- 
bute. And when he had built him a royal palace 
at Jericho,* he omitted no method whereby he 
might distress them ; and indeed he reduced them 
to poverty for eighteen years. But when God had 
once taken pity of tlie Israelites, on account of their 
afflictions, and was moved to compassion by their 
supplications put up to him, he freed them from the 
hai'd usage they had met with under the Moabites. 
This liberty he procured for them in the following 
manner : — 

2. There was a young roan of the tribe of Benja- 
min, whose name was Ehud, the son of Gera, a 
man of very great courage in bold undertakings, 
and of a very strong body, fit for hard hibour, but 
best skilled in using his left hand, in which was his 
whole strength ; and he also dwelt at J«richo. Now 
this man became familiar witli Eglon, and tliat by 
means of presents, witli which he obtained his fa- 
vour, and insinuated himself into his good opinion ; 
whereby he was also beloved of those that were about 
the king. Now, when on a time, he was bringing 
presents to the king, and had two servants witli him, 
he put a dagger on his right thigh secretly, and 
went in to him : it was then summer time, and the 
middle of the day, when the guards were not 
strictly on their watch, both because of the heat, 

» It nppttn br th« nertd hltfemy U^Ag. L 16; ilL H), thai Evkm'a 

Rvtllon or palac* wu at the city of Pb1iii.Ti«c«, aa the place when 
rtcbo had vtood Is oalled after iu dcsUuction by Joshua, toat la, at or 
near tha deiiiotltbed city. Aceordtngljr Jo«pbu« My* It wu at Jwicho, 
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name Jericho, and eaU it the Oltgr of Pahn-Tkeeaonly, sftek hara 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



ANTIQUITIES Of THE JEWS. 



115 



and because they were gone to dinner. So the 
yonng man, when he had offered his presents to the 
kiiig, who then resided in a small parlour tliat stood 
conveniently to avoid tlie heat, fell into discourse 
vith him, for they were now alone, the king having 
bid his servants that attended him, to go their ways, 
beeanse he had a mind to talk with Ehud. He was 
now sitting on his throne ; and fear seized upon 
£hod lest he should miss his stroke, and not give 
him a deadly wound ; so he raised himself up, and 
fiaid he had a dream to impart to him by the com- 
mand of God ; upon which the king leaped out of 
his throne for joy of the dream ; so Ehud smote 
him to the heart, and, leaving liis dagger in his 
body, he went out and slmt the door after him. 
Now the king's servants were very still, as suppos- 
ing that the kinff had composed himself to sleep. 

Z. Hereupon Ehud informed the people of Jeri- 
cho privately of what he had done, and exhorted 
them to recover their liberfy ; who heard him 
gladly, and went to their arms, and sent messen- 
gers over the country, that should sound trumpets 
of rams' horns ; for it was our custom to call the 
people together by them. Now the attendants of 
Eglon were ignorantof what misfortune had befallen 
him for a great while ; but, towards the evening, 
fearing some uncommon accident had happened, 
they entered into his parlour, and when they found 
him dead, they were in great disorder, and knew 
not what to do ; and before the guards could begot 
together, the multitude of the Israelites came upon 
them, so that some of them were slain immediately, 
and some of them were put to flight, and ran away 
toward the coontr)' of Moab, in order to save them- 
selves. Their number was above ten thousand. 
The Israelites seized upon the foi-d of Jordan, and 
pursued them, and slew them, and many of them 
they killed at the ford, nor did one of them escape 
out of their hands ; and by tliis means it was 
that the Hebrews freed themselves fi*om slavery 
under the Moabites. Ehud was also on this ac- 
count dignified with tlie government over all the 
multitude, 'and died after he had held the govern- 
ment eighty years.* He was a man worthy of com- 
mendation, even besides what he deserved for the 
forementioned act of his. After him Shamgar, the 
son of Anath, was elected for their governor, but 

died in the first year of his government 



CHAPTER V. 

Bow THB CANAAN1TB8 BROUGHT THB ISRAELITES 
USDEa SLAVERY FOR TWENTT TEARS ; AFTER 
WHICH THET WERE DELIVERED BY BARAK AND 
BEBORAH^ WHO RULED OVER THEM FOR FORTY 
YEARS. 

§ 1. And now it was that the Israelites, taking 
i» warning by the former misfortunes to amend 
their manners, and neither worshipped God nor 
submittmg to the laws, were brought under slavery 

ittmtytoJo. 
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by Jabin the king of the Canaanites, and tliat before 
they had a short breathing time after the slavery 
under the Moabites ; for tliis Jabin came out ol 
Hazor, a city that was situate over the Uke Seme- 
chonitis, and had in pay three hundred thousand 
footmen, and ten thousand horsemen, with no fewer 
than three thousand chariots. Sisera was the com- 
mander of all his army, and was the principal per- 
son in the king's favour. He so sorely bent the 
Israelites when they fought with him, that he or- 
dered them to pay tribute. 

2. So they continued to undergo that hardship 
for twenty years, as not good enough of themselves 
to grow wise by their misfortunes. God was willing 
also hereby the more to subdue their obstinacy ana 
ingratitude towards himself: so when at length 
they were become penitent, and were so wise as to 
learn that their calamities arose from tlieir contempt 
of the Uws, they besought Deborali, a certain pro- 
phetess among tliem (which name in the Hebrew 
tongue signifies a Bet), to pray to God to take pity 
on them, and not to overlook Uiem, now they were 
mined by the Canaanites. So God granted them 
deliverance, and chose them a general, Barak, one 
tliat was of the tribe of Naphtali. Now Banik, in 
the Hebrew tongue, signifies Lightning. 

3. So Deborah sent for Barak, and bade him 
choose out ten thousand young men to go against 
tho enemy, because God had said that number was 
sufficient, and promised them victory. But when 
Barak said tliat he would not be the general unless 
she would also eo as a general with him, she had 
indignation at what he said, and replied, ** Thou, 
Barak, deliverest up meanly tliat authority which 
God hath given thee into the hand of a woman, and 
I do not reject it \" So they collected ten thousand 
men, and pitched their camp at Mount Tabor, where, 
at the king*8 Command, Sisei'amet tliem, and pitch- 
ed his camp not far from tlie enemy ; whereupon 
the Israelites, and Barak himself, were so affrighted 
nt the multitude of those enemies, tliat they wero 
resolved to march off, had not Deborah rctauied 
them, and commanded thein to fight the enemy tliat 
very day, for that they should conquer them, and 
God would be their assistance. 

4. So tlie battle began ; and when they were 
come to close fight, thera came down from heaven 
a great storm, with avast quantity of rain and hail, 
and the wind blew the rain in the face of tlie Ca- 
naanites, and so darkened tlieir eyes, tliat their 
arrows and slings were of no advantage to them, nor 
would the coldness of tlie air permit tlie soldiers to 
make use of their swords ; while tliis storm did not 
so much incommode the Israelites, because it came 
in their backs. Tliey also took such courage, upon 
the apprehension that God was assisting tliem, that 
they fell upon the very midst of tlieir enemies, and 
slew a great number of tliem ; so that some of 
them fell by the Isimelites, some fell by their own 
horses, which were put into disorder, and not a few 
were killed by their own chariots. At last Sisera, 
as soon as he saw himself beaten, fled away, and 
came to a woman whose name was Jael, a Kenite, 
who received him, when he desired to be concealed ; 
and when he asked for somewhat to drink, she gave 
him sour milk, of which he drank so unmeasurably 
that he fell asleep ; but when he was asleep, JasI 
took an iron nail, and with a hammer drove it 
through his temples into the floor ; and when Barak 
came a little afterward, she showed Sisera nailed to 
the ground : and thus was this Tictory gained by 
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a woman, as Deborah had fpretold. Barak also 
fought with Jabin at Hazor ; and when he met 
with him, he slew him : and when tlie general was 
fallen, Barak' oyerthrew the city to tlie foundation, 
and was the commander of the Israelites for forty 
years. 



chapteh VI. 

HOW THB MIDIANITBS AND OTHBR NATIONS FOUGHT 
AGAINST THE ISRAELITES, AND BEAT THEM, AND 
AFFLICTED THEIR COUNTRY FOR SEYBN YEARS. 
HOW THEY WERE DELIYERED BY GIDEON, WHO 
RULRO OTBR THB MULTITITDB FOR FORTY YEARS. 

§ 1. Now when Barak and Deborah were dead, 
whose deaths happened about the same time, after- 
wards the Midianites called the Amalekites and 
Arabians to their assistance, and made war against 
the Israelites, and were too hard for those that 
fought against them ; and when they had burnt the 
fruits of the earth, they carried off Uie prey. Now 
when they had done this for three years, the mul- 
titude of the Israelites retired to the mountains, 
and forsook the plain country. They also made 
diemselves hollows under ground, and caverns, and 
preserved therein whatever had escaped their ene- 
mies ; for the Midianites made expeditions in har- 
vest-time, but permitted them to plough the land 
in winter, that so, when the others had taken the 
pains, they might have fruits for them to carry 
away. Indeed, there ensued a famine and a scar- 
city of food ; upon which they betook tljiemselves 
to their suppUcatious to God, and besought him to 
save them. 

2. GKdeon also, the son of Joash, one of the prin- 
cipal persons of the tribe of Manasseh, brought his 
sheaves of com privately, and thrashed them at the 
wine-press ; for he was too fearful of their enemies 
to thrash them openly in the thrashing-floor. At 
tlJs time somewhat appeared to him in the shape 
of a young man, and told him that he was a happy 
man, and beloved of God. To which he imme- 
diately replied, << A mighty indication of God's fa- 
vour to me, that I am forced to use this wine-press 
^ibiead of a thrashing-floor !" But the appearance 
exhorted him to be of good courage, and to make 
an attempt for the recovery of their liberty. He 
answered, that it was impossible for him to recover 
it, because the tribe to which he belonged was by 
no means numerous ; and because he was but 
young himself, and too inconsiderable to think of 
Buch gi^^t actions ; but the other promised him, 
that God would supply what he was defective in, 
and would afford the Israelites victory under his 
eonduct 

S. Now, therefore, as Gideon was relating this 
to some young men, they believed him, and imme- 
diately there was an army of ten thousand men got 
ready for fighting. But God stood by Gideon in 
his sleep, and told him, that mankind were too fond 
of themselves, and were enemies to such as excelled 
in virtue. Now that they mlgnt not pass God over, 
but ascribe the victory to him, and might not fancy 
H obtained by their own power, because they were 
a great army, and ablo of themselves to fight their 
enemiee, but might confess that it was owing to his 
assistance, he advised him to bring hie array about 
noon, in the violence of the heat, to the river, and 
and to esteem those that bent down on their knees 



and so drank, to be men of courage ; but for all 
those that drank tumultuously, that he should es- 
teem them to do it out of fear, and as in dread of 
their enemies. And when Gideon had done as God 
had suggested to him, there were found three hun- 
dred men that took water with their hands tumul- 
tuously ; so God bid faim take these men, and at- 
tack the enemy. Accordingly they pitched theur 
camp at the river Jordan, as ready the next day to 
pass over it. 

4. But Gideon was in great fear, for God had 
told him beforehand that he should set upon his 
enemies in the night-time ; but God, being willing 
to free him from his fear, bid him take one of his 
soldiers, and go near to the Midianites' tents, for 
that he should from that very place have his cou- 
rage raised, and grow bold. So he obeyed, and 
went and took his servant Phurah with hun ; and 
as he came near to one of the tents, he discovered 
that those that were in it were awake, and that 
one of ihem was telling to his fellow-soldier a 
dream of his own, and that so plainly, that Gi- 
deon could hear him. The dream was this :— 
He thought he saw a barley-cake, such a one as 
could hardly be eaten by men, it was so vile, rolling 
through the camp, and overthrowmg the royal tent, 
and the tents of all the soldiers. Now the other 
soldier explained this vision to mean the destruc- 
tion of the army ; and told hun what his reason 
was which made him so conjecture, viz. That the 
seed called barley was all of it aUowed to be of the 
vilest sort of seed, and that the Israelites were 
known to be the vilest of all the people of Asia, 
agreeablv to the seed of barley, and that what 
seemed to look big among the Israelites was this 
Gideon and the army that was with him ; "and 
since thou sayest thou didst see the cake over- 
turning our tents, I am afraid lest God hath granted 
the victory over us to Gideon." 

5. When Gideon had heard this dream, good 
hope and courage came upon him ; and he com- 
manded his soldiers to arm themselves, and told 
them of this vision of theur enemies. They also 
took courage at what was told them, and were 
ready to perform what he should enjoin them ; so 
Gideon divided his army into three parts, and 
brought it out about the fourth watch of the night, 
each watch containing a hundred men : they tXL 
bare empty pitchere and lighted lamps in their 
hands, that their onset might not be discovered by 
their enemies. They had also each of them a ram's 
horn in his right hand, which he used instead of a 
trumpet. The enemy's camp took up a large space 
of ground, for it happened that they had a ^reat 
many camels ; and as they were divided into differ- 
ent nations, so they were all oontMued in one drele. 
Now when the Hebrews did as they were ordered 
beforehand, upon their approach to their enemies, 
an^ on the signal given, sounded with their rams' 
horns, and brake theur pitchers, and set upon tlieir 
enemies with their Uunps, and a great shout, andcried, 
« Victory to Gideon, by God's assistance," a dis- 
order and a fright seized upon the other men while 
they were half asleep, for it was night-time, as God 
would have it ; so that a few of them were slain by 
by their enemies, but the greatest part by their 
own soldiera, on accoimt of the diversity of their 
language ; and when they were once put into dis- 
order, they killed all that they met with, as think- 
ing them to be enemies also. Thus there was a 
great slaughter made ; and as the report of Gideon's 
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Tietorj came to the Israelites, they took tfaeir 
pans and pnrsaed their enemies, and overtook them 
m a eertam Talley enoompassed with torrents, in a 
plaee which these ooold not get over ; so they en- 
compassed them, and slew them all, with their 
kin^ Oreb and Zeeb ; buttheiemainini^ captains 
led thoee soldiers that were left, which were 
tbont eighteen thousand, and pitohed their camp a 
gnat way off the Israslites. However, Grideon did 
not grudge his pams, but porsned tiiem with all his 
irmy, and joining battle with them, cut off the 
whole enemies' army, and took the other leaders, 
Zebah and Zalmuna, and made them captives. 
Now there were slain in this battle of the Midian- 
ites, and of their auxiliaries the Arabians, about a 
hundred and twenty thousand ; and the Hebrews 
took a great prey^ gold, and silver, and garments, 
and camels, and asses ; and when Gideon was come 
to his own country of Ophrah, he slew the kings of 
the Midianitea. 

6. However, the tribe of Ephraim was so dis- 
pleased at the eood success of Gideon, that they 
resolved to msie war against him, accusing him 
because he did not tell them of his exp^tion 
against their enemies : but Gideon, as a man of 
temper, and that excelled in every virtue, pleaded, 
that it was not the result of his own authority or 
msouing, that made him attack the enemy without 
them, but that it was the command of God, and 
Btill die victory belonged to them as well as those 
in the army ; — and by this method of cooUng their 
passions, be brought more advantage to the He- 
brews, than by the success he had gained against 
these enemies, for he thereby delivered them from a 
sedition which was arising amons them ; yet did this 
tribe afterwards suffer the punishment of this theiy 
iojorious treatment of Gideon, of which we will 
give an acooont in due time. 

7. Hereupon Gideon would have laid down the 
government but was over-persuaded to take it, 
which he enjoyed forty years, and distributed jus- 
tice to them, as the people came to him in their dif- 
ferences ; and what he determined was esteemed 
^d by all ; and when he died, he was buried in 
his oim country of Ophrah. 



CHAPTER VII 

THAT THB JUDOIS WHO 8U0CBBDED GIDEON, MADB 
WAK WITB TBK ADJOIIIING NATIONS FOR A LONG 
TIMS. 

§ 1. Now Gideon had seventy sons that were legi- 
timate, for he had many wives ; but he had also one 
tbat was spurious, by his concubine Drumah, whose 
name was Abimelech, who, after his father's death, 
Rtired to Shechem, to his mother's relations, for 
they were of that pkce ; and when he had got 
nioDejr of such of them as were eminent for many 
Instances of injustice, he came with them to his far 
tber'a boose, and slew all his brethren, except Jo- 
| g^ f or he had the good fortune to escape and be 
P'^^ored ; but Abimelech made the government 
tyraimieal, and constituted hunself a k>rd, to do 
^taX he pleased, instead of obevmg the kws ; and 
be acted more rigidly against those that were the 
patroDs of justice. 

2. Now when, on a certain time, there was a 
publie festival at Shechem, and aU the multitude 



was there gathered together, Jotham his brother, 
whose escape we before related, went up to Mount 
Gerizzim, which banes over the city Shechem, and 
cried out so as to be heard by the multitude, who 
were attentive to him. He desired they M'ould 
consider what he was going to say to them ; so 
when silence was made, he said. That when the 
trees had a human voice, and there was an assem- 
bly of them gathered together, they desired that 
the fig-tree would rule over them ; but when that 
tree refused so to do, because he was contented to 
enjoy diat honour which belonged peculiarly to the 
fruit it bare, and not that whi^ should be derived 
to it from abroad, the trees did not leave off their 
intentions to have a ruler, so they thought proper 
to make the offer of that honour to the vine ; W 
when the vine was chosen, it made use of the same 
words which the fig-tree had used before, and ex- 
cused itself from accepting the government ; and 
when the olive-tree had done the same, the brier, 
whom the trees had desired to take the kingdom (it 
is a sort of wood good for firing), it promised to 
take the government, and to be zealous in the ex- 
ercise of it; but that then they must sit down 
under its shadow, and if they should plot against it 
to destroy it, the principle of fire that was in it, 
should destroy them. He told them that what he 
had said was no hiughing matter ; for that when 
they had experienced many blessings from Gideon, 
they overlooked Abimelech, when he over-ruled all, 
and had joined with him in slaying his brethren ; 
and that he was no better than a fire himself. So 
when he had said this, he went away, and lived pri- 
vately in the mountains for three years, out of fear 
of Abiirelech. 

S. A Uttle whUe after this festival, the Shechem- 
ites, who had now repented themselves of having 
shun the sons of Gideon, drove Abimelech away 
both from theur city and their tribe ; whereupon he 
contrived how he might distress their dty. Now 
at the season of vinta^, the people were afraid to 
go out and gather their fruits, for fear Abimelech 
should do them some mischief. Now it happened 
that there had come to them a man of autnority, 
one Gaal, that sojourned with them, having his 
armed men and his kinsmen with him ; so the Sh#- 
chemites desued that he would allow liiem aguard 
during their vintage ; whereupon he aeoeptod of 
their desires, and so the people went out, and Gaal 
with them at the head of his soldiery ; so they ga- 
thered their fruit with safety ; and when they were 
at supper in several companies, they then ventured 
to curse Abimelech openly ; and Uie madstratee 
Uid ambushes in places about the dty, ana caught 
many of Abimeieoh's followers, and destroyed 
them. 

4. Now there was one Zebul, a ma^trate of the 
Shechemites, that had entertained Abimelech. He 
sent messengers, and informed him how much Gaal 
had irritoted the people agamst him, and excited 
him to lay ambushes before the dty, for that he 
would persuade Gaal to go out against him, which 
would leave it in his power to be revenged on him ; 
and when that was onoe done, he would bring him 
to be reconciled to the city. So Abimelech laid 
ambushes, and himself lav with them. Now Gaal 
abode in Uie suburbs, taking little care of himself ; 
and Zebul was with him. Now as Gaal saw the 
armed men ooming on, ne said to Zebul, That soma 
armed men were coining ; but the other replied, 
They were only shadows of huge stones : and when 
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they were oome nearer, Gaal perceived what was 
the reality, and said, They were not shadows, but 
men lying in ambush. Then said Zebul, '* Didst 
not thou reproach Abimelech for cowardice ! why 
dost thou not then show how very courageous thou 
art tiiyself, and go and fight him ?" So Gaal, being 
in disorder, joined battle with Abimelech, and some 
of his men fell ; whereupon he fled into the city, 
and took his men with him. But Zebul managed 
his matters so in the city, that he procured them to 
expel Gaal out of the city, and this by accusing him 
of cowardice in this action with the soldiers of Abi- 
melech. But Abimelech, when hehad learned that 
the Shechemites were again coming out to gatlier 
their grapes, placed ambushes b«'tbre the city, and 
when they were coming out, the third part of his 
army took possession of the gates, to hinder tlie 
citizens from returning in again, while the rest 
pursued those that were scattered abroad, and so 
there was slaughter everywhere ; and when he had 
overthrown the city to the very foundations, for it 
was not able to bear a siege, and had sown its ruins 
with salt, he proceeded on witli his army till all the 
Shechemites were skiin. As for those that were 
scattered about the country, and so escaped the 
danger, they were gathered together unto a certain 
strong rock, and settled themselves upon it, and 
prepared to build a wall about it : and when Abi- 
melech knew their intentions, he prevented them, 
and came upon them with liis forces, and laid fag- 
{Tots of di'y wood round the place, he himself bring- 
mg some of them, and by his example encouraging 
the soldiers to do the same. And when the rock 
was encompassed round about with these faggots, 
they set them on fire, and threw in whatsoever by 
nature caught fire the most easily : so a mighty 
flame was raised, and nobody could fly away tcom 
the rock, but every man perished, with their wives 
and children, in all about fifteen hundred men, and 
$he rest were a great number also. And such was 
the calamity which fell upon the Shechemites ; 
and men's grief on their account had been greater 
than it was, had they not brought so much mischief 
on a person who had so well deserved of them, and 
had th^y not themselves esteemed this as a punish- 
ment for the some. 

5. Now Abimelech, when he had affrighted the 
Israelites with the miseries he had brought upon 
the Shechemites, seemed openly to affect greater 
authority than he now had, and appeared to set no 
bounds to his violence, unless it were with the de- 

' struction of all. AccoixUngly he marched to Thebes, 
und took the city on the sudden ; and there being 
a great tower therem, whereunto tlie whole multi- 
tude fled, he made preparation to besiege it Now 
as he was rushing with violence through the gates, 
a woman threw a piece of a mill-stone upon his 
head, upon which Abimelech fell down, and de- 
sired his armour-bearer to kiU him, lest liis death 
should be thought to be the work of a woman ; — 
who did what he was bid to do. So he underwent 
this death as a puniibment for the wickedness he 
had perpetrated against his brethren, and his inso- 
lent barbarity to ue Shechemites. Now the cala- 
mity tl^tt happened to these Shechemites was ac- 
cording tc the prediction of Jotham. However, 
the aimy that was with Abimelech, upon his fall, 
was scattered abroad, an4 went to their own 
homes. 

6. Koiir it was tbftt Jajr the Gileadite,* of the 

• Our p f M w t flqplpi cT Jvwplrat aS oroit Tab among Qt» |ndflei» 



tribe of Manassch, took the government He wa« 
a man happy in other respects also, but particularly 
in his diildren, who were of a good character^ 
They were tliirty in number, and very skilful in 
riding on horses, and were intrusted with the gov 
verament of the cities of Giload. He kept tlie go- 
vernment twenty-two years, and died an old-man ; 
and he was buried in Camon, a city of Gilead. 

7. And now all the affairs of the Hebrews were 
managed uncertainly, and tended to disorder, and 
to the contempt of God and of the laws. So tlie 
Ammonites and Philistines had them in contempt, 
and laid waste the counti-y with a great army ; and 
when they had taken all Perea, they vrere so inso- 
lent as to attempt to gain the possession of all the 

rest : but the Hebrew^s, being now amended by the A 

calamities they had undergone, betook themselves 4^ 

to supplications to God ; and brought sacrifices to 
him, beseeching him not to be too severe upon 
them, but Ut be moved by their prayers to leave off 
his anger against them. So God became more 
merciful to tiiem, and was ready to assist them. 

8. When tlie Ammonites haid made an expedi- 
tion into tiie land of Gilead, the inliabitants of the 
country met them at a certain mountain, but want- 
ed a commander. Now there was one whose name 
was Jephtha, who, both on account of his father's 
virtue, and on account of that army which he main- 
tained at his own expenses, was a potent man : the 
Israelites therefore sent to him, and entreated him 
to come to their assistance, and promised him the 
dominion over them all his life-time. But he did 
not admit of their entreaty ; and accused them, 
that tiiey did not come to his assistance when he 
was unjustiy treated, and this in an open manner 
by his brethren ; for they cast liim off, as not hav- 
ing the same mother with the I'est, but bom of a 
strange mother, that was introduced among them 
by his father's fondness ; and this they did out of 
a contempt of his inability [to vindicate himself^. 
So he dwelt in the country of Gilead, as it is called, 
and received all that came to him, let them come 
from what place soever, and paid them wages. 
However, when tiiey pressed him to accept i\^e do- 
minion, and sware they would grant him the go- 
vernment over them all his life, he led them to ttie 
war. 

9. And when Jephtha had taken immediate care 
of their affairs, he placed his army at the city Mi- 
seph, and sent a message to the Ammonite [king], 
complaining of his unjust possession of their land. 
But that king sent a contraxy message ; and com- 
plained of the exodus of the Israelites out of Egypt, 
and desired him to go out of the land of the Amor- 
ites, and yield it up to him, as at first his paternal 
inheritance. But Jephtha returned this answer: 
That he did not justly complain of his ancestors 
about the land of the Amorites, and ought rather 
to thank them that they left the hmd of the Am- 
monites to them, since Moses could have taken it 
also ; and tiiat neither would he recede from that 
land of their own, which God had obtained for 
them, and they had now inhabited [above] three 
hundred years, but wou)d fight with them about it 

10. And when he haid given them this answer, 
he sent the ambassadors away. And when he had 
prayed for victory and had vowed to perform sacred 

thooiEh ib« other eoplet have him next after AUmakeh, aad altot twantj- 
titree yean to hU adtnlnlslratton (Judge* x. 1, fl) i J9% do all Joeephus'e 
omnmentater* cooclade, that In Joeephae'e min of Uie yoan of th« 
judMp hie twenty.Uiree yean are loeladod i~4Mnoe ire ave to aanAtee, 
thai eemewhat haa been hera loet o«t of hie ooyleaw 
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offices, and if he came home in safety, to offer in 
sacrifice what living creature soever shoald ' fiivt 
meet him :* he joined battle with the enemy, and 
gained a great victory, and in his pursuit slew the 
enemies all along as ikr as the dty Minnith. He 
then passed over to the land of the Ammonites, 
and overthrew many of their cities, and took their 
prey, and freed his owp people from that slavery 
which they had undergone for eighteen years. But 
as he came back, he fell into a calamity no way 
correspondent to the great actions he had done i 
for it was his daughter that came to meet him ; 
she was also an only child and a virgin : upon this 
Jephtha heavily -lamented the greatness of his 
affliction, and blamed his daughter for being so for- 
ward in meetins him, for he had vowed to sacrifice 
her to God. However, this action that was to be- 
fal her was not ungrateful to her, since she should 
die apon occasion of her father's victory, and the 
liberty of her fellow citizens : she only desired her 
father to give her leave, for two months, to bewail 
her yonth with her fellow-citizens ; and then she 
agreed, that at the fore-mentioned time he might 
do with her according to his vow. Accordingly, 
when that time was over, he sacrificed his daughter 
■s a bamt-offerinff, offering such an oblation as was 
neither conformable to the law, nor acceptable to 
God, not weighing with himself what opmion the 
hearers would have of such a practice. 

11. Now the tribe of Ephraim fought asainst 
him, becaose he did not take them along with him 
in his expedition against the Ammonites, but be- 
cause he alone had the prey, and the glory of what 
was done, to himself. As to which he said, first, 
that they were not ignorant how his kindred had 
fought against hin\, and that when they were in- 
vited, they did not come to his assistance, whereas 
they ought to have come quickly, even before they 
were invited. And in the next place, that they 
were going to act unjustly ; for while they had not 
courage enough to fight their enemies, they came 
hastily against their own kindred : and he threat- 
ened them that, with God^s assistance, he would 
inflict a pnniahm^nt upon them, unless they would 
grow wiaer. But when he could not persuade them, 
he fought with them with those forces which he sent 
for out of Gilead, and he made a great slaughter 
among them ; and when they were beaten, he pur- 
sued them, and seized on the passages of Jordan by 
a part of his army which he had sent before, and 
slew about forty-two thousand of them. 

12. So when Jephtha had ruled six years, he died, 
and was buried in his own country, Sebee, which is 
» pUee in the hmd of Gilead. 

13. Now, when Jephtha was dead, Ibzan took the 
Sovemment, beix^ of the tribe of Judah, and of the 
city of Bethlehem. He had sixty children, thirty 
^them BOBS, and the rest daughters ; all whom he 
left alive behind him, giving the daughters in raar^ 
riage to husbands, and takmg wives for his sons. 
He did nothing in the seven years of his adminis- 
^JWtion that was worth recording, or deserved a 
ffleinoriaL So he died an old man, and was burie4 
u his o«ii country. 

U. When Ibzan was dead after this manner, 

^*J<yphM laadj oondMBoa Jephtha. m 4o th« Apoatelleal Oonttita- 
?J"^ n. vtt. oik uxTli. for his mh row, whMber it w«i« for Mcrldclng 
»i.T?f^* ••JoMphnthoufht, orfordedmUnffher, «ko«M bto 
, V«lU, |» pvpctoal vligialty, at tha tabeniacla or eiMwh«n, %> hloh 
i-'^—'^PPow. If ha hud vowml h«r for a wcriflM, Bhe (Might to bav« 
?|2*M*WMr|itV.XJCtiL;US| Imtor tha MOMOT wer. », 39, atraUtinf 
^*2j^nip tMad taOad, but davoMd to dcatruetioa, wa tha nolo o« 



neither did Helen, who succeeded him in the go< 
vemment, and kept it ten years, do any thing re- 
markable : he was of the tribe of Zebulon. 

15. Abdon also, the son of Hilel, of tlie tribe of 
Ephraim, and bom at the city Pyrathon, was or 
dained their supreme governor after Helen. He is 
only recorded to have oeen happy in his children ; 
for the public affairs were then so peaceable, and 
in such security, that neither did he perform any 
glorious action. He had forty sons, and by them 
left thirty grand-children ; and he marched in state 
with these seventy, who were all very skilful in 
riding hprses ; and he left them all alive after him. 
He died an old. man, and obtained a magnificent 
burial in Pyratlnm.. 



CHAFTER VIII. 

OONCRaNlNO THE FO^ITU^E OT SAKSOlf, AND WHAT 
MISCHIEFS R& BRofcemUPON THE PHILISTINES. 

I 1. AFT^Sk Abdon was dead, the Philistines over- 
came the Israelites, f^d received tribute of them 
for forty years ; from which distress they were de- 
livered after this manner : — 

2. There was one Manoah, a person of such great 
virtue, that he had few men his equals, and with- 
out dispute the prindpal person of his country. He 
had a wife celeturated for her beauty, and excellinff 
her contemporaries. He had no children ; an<^ 
being uneasy at his want of posterity, he entreated 
God to give them seed of their own bodies to suc- 
ceed them ; and with that intent he came constantly 
into the 8uburbs,t together with his wife ; which 
suburbs were in the Great Plain. Now, he was 
fond of his wife to a degree of madness, and on that 
account was unmeasurably jealous of her. Now, 
when his wife was once alone, an apparition was 
seen by her : it was an angel of God, and resembled 
a young man, beautiful and tall, and brousht her 
the good ne>v8, that she should have a son, bom by 
God*s providence, that should be a goodly child, of 
great strength ; by whom, when he was grown up 
to man's estate, the Philistines should be afflicted. 
He exhorted her also not to poll his hair, and that 
he should avoid all other kinds of drink (for so had 
God commanded), and be entirely contcoited with 
water. So the angel, when he had delivered that 
message, went his way> his coming having been by 
the will of God. 

3. Now the wife informed her husband when he 
came home, of what the angel had said, who ^owed 
so great an admiration of the beauty and tallneesof 
the Young man that had appeared to her, that her 
husband was astonished, and out of himself for 
jealousy, and such suspicions as are excited by that 
passion ; but she was desirous of having her hus- 
band's uiireasonable sorrow taken away ; accord- 
ingly she entreated God to send the angel again, 
that he might be seen by her husband. So the 
angel came again by the favour of God, while they 
were in the suburbs, and appeared to her when she 
was alone without her husband. She desired the 
angel to stay so long till she might bring her hus- 
band ; and that request being granted, she goes to 
call Manoah. When he saw the angel he was not 

r Bo taaioa whj Manoah and hla wUh «nma aaeo^ 
• Mhatta toprajteehildNB, h«t baoaM* thantMa^ 
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yet free from sospieion, and he deeired him to in- 
form him of all that he had told hia wife ; but when 
he said it was suffieieiit that she alone knew what 
he had aaid, he then requested of him to tell who 
Ae was, that when the child was bora, they might 
return him thanks, and give him a present He 
replied that he did not want any present, for that 
he did not bring them the sood news of the birth 
of a son out of the want of any thing ; and when 
Manoah had entreated him to stay, and partake of 
his hospitality, he did not giye his consent How- 
ever, he was persuaded, at the earnest request of 
Manoah, to stay so lon{r as while he brought him 
one mark of his hos^tuity ; — so he slew a kid of 
the goats, and bid his wife boil it When all was 
ready, the angel enjoined him to set the loaves and 
the flesh, but without the vessels, upon the rock ; 
which when they had done, he touched the flesh 
with the rod which he had in his hand, which, upon 
the breaking out of a flame, was consumed, togetner 
with the loaves ; and the angel ascended openly, in 
their sight, up to heaven, by means of the smoke, 
as by a vehicle. Now Manoah was afraid that 
some danser would come to them from this sig^t 
of God ; but his wife bade him be of good courage, 
for that Grod appeared to them for their benefit, 

4. So the woman proved with child, and was 
careful to observe the injunctions that were given 
her ; and they called the child, when he was bom, 
Samson, whidi name signifies one that is Urong. 
So the child grew apaoe ; and it appeared evidently 
that he would be a nrophet,* both by the modera- 
tion of his diet, and the permission of his hair to 
grow. 

' 5. Now when he once came with his parents te 
Timnath, a oity of the Philistines, when there was 
a great festival, he fell in love with a maid of that 
country, and he desired of his parents that they 
would procure him the damsel for his wife ; but 
they refused so to do, because she was not of the 
stock of Israel ; yet because this marriage was 
of Gk>d, who intended to convert it to the benefit of 
the Hebrews, he over-persuaded them to procure 
her to be espoused to him ; and as he was continu- 
ally ccHning to her parents, he met a lion, and, 
though he was naked, he received his onset, and 
strangled him with his bands, and cast the wild 
beast into a woody piece of ground on the inside of 
tlie road. 

. 5. And when he was going another time to the 
damsel, he lit upon a swarm of bees making their 
oombe in the breast of that lion ; and taking three 
honey-oombs away, he gave them, together with 
the rest of his presents, to the damsel. Now the 
people of Timnath, out of a dread of the young 
Dian*s strength, gave him during the time of the 
wedding-frast (for he then feasted them all) thirty 
of the most stout of their youtii, in pretence to he 
his companions, but in reality to be a guard upon 
him, that he might not attempt to give them any 
distorbance. Now as they were drinkins merrilv 
and playing, Samson said, as was usual at such 
times, ** Come, if I propose you a riddle, and you 
can expound it in these seven days* time, I will 

S've you every one a linen shirt and a garment, as 
e reward of yoiur wisdom." So they being very 
ambitious to obtain the glory of wisdom, together 

• H«ra, by a rrMMfJoanlras nana ODly to BMWioiMthaft WMbora 
bj • pwtlealar ptmrldMsa, fitvd after tiM muia«r oTa Naxarito aaretad 
•o a«d,aad«Mtob«HaD •atnordliiai7«oaiiDlHloo and »ti«agtli ftooi 
OndfcrUM jndflngand avMglnghta pMptolanMl, wIUmhu any pio- 
f httte rtvahttau at all. 



with the gains, desired him to propose his riddle • 
he said, *< That a devourer produced sweet food 
out of itself, though itself were very disagreeable :** 
— ^and when they were not able, in three days' 
time, to find out the meaning of the riddle, they 
desired the damsel to discover it by the means of her 
husband, and tell it them ; and they threatened to 
bum her if she did not tell it them. So when the 
damsel entreated Samson to toll it her, he at first 
refused to do it ; but when she lay hard at him, and 
feu into tears, and made his refusal to tell it a sign 
of his unkindness to her, he informed her of his 
sUoghter ot a lion, and how he found bees in his 
breast, and carried awav three honey-combs, and 
brought them to her. Thus he, suspecting nothing 
of deceit, informed her of all, and she revealed it 
to those that desired to know it Then on the 
seventh day, whereon they were to expound the 
riddle proposed to them, they met together before 
sun-setting, and said, *< Nothing is more disagree- 
able than a lion to those that light on it ; and no- 
thing is sweeter than honey to those that make use 
of it" To which Samson made this rejoinder : 
** Nothing is more deceitful than a woman, for such 
was the person that discovered my interpretation 
to vou." Accordingly he gave them the presents 
he had promised them, malun^ such Askebnites 
as met him upon the road his proy, who were 
themselves Philistines also. But he divorced this 
his wife' ; and the girl despised his anger, and was 
married to his companion, who had made the for- 
mer match between them. 

7. At this iniurious treatment Samson was so 
provoked, that be resolved to punish all the Phi* 
ustines, as well as her : so it being then summer- 
time, and the friiits of the land bSng almost ripe 
enough for reaping, he caught three hundred foxes, 
and joining lighted torches to their tails, he sent 
them into the fields of the Philistines, by which 
means the fruits of the fields perished. Now when 
the Philistines knew that this was Samson's doing, 
and knew also for what cause he did it, they sent 
their rulers to Timnath, and burnt his former wife, 
and her relations, who had been the occasion of 
their mifortunes. 

8. Now when Samson had slain many of the 
Philistines in the plain country, he dwelt at Etam, 
which is a strong rock of the tribe of Judah ; for 
the Philistines at that time made an expedition 
against that tribe : but the people of Judah said 
that they did not act justly with them, in inflicting 
punishments upon them while they paid their tri- 
bute, and this only on account of Samson's ofienoes. 
They answered, that in case they would not be 
blamed themselves, they must deliver up Samson, 
and put him into their power. So they beinff desir- 
ous not to be blamed themselves, came to the rock 
with three thousand armed men, and complained 
to Samson of the bold insults he had made upon the 
Philistines, who were men able to bring calami^ 
upon the whole nation of the Hebrews ; and the^ 
told him they were come to take him, and to deh- 
ver him up to them, and put him into their power ; 
so they desired hhn to bear this willingly. Accord- 
ingly, when he had received assurance from them 
upon oath, that they would do him no other harm 
than only to deliver hun into his enemies* hands, 
he came down from the rock, and put himself into 
the power of his countrymen. Then did they bind 
him with two cords, and lead him on, in onler to 
deliver him to the Philistines ; and when thoy 
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came to a eertain place, which is now called the 
Jaw-^xme, on aooount of the sreat action there 
performed by Samson, though of old it had no par- 
ticiihur mane at all, the Philistines, who had pitched 
their cam^ not far oif, came to meet tiiem with jojr 
and shoutmg, as haWng done a great thing, and 
gained what they desired ; but Samson broke his 
bonds asunder, and catching up the jaw-bone of an 
tm that lay down at his feet, fell upon his enemies, 
and smiting them with his jaw-bone, slew a thou- 
sand of them, and put the rest to flight, and into 
great disorder. 

9. Upon this slaughter, Samson was too proud of 
what he had performed, and said that this did not 
come to pass by the assistance of God, but that his 
BQcoess was to be ascribed to his own courage ; and 
Taunted himself, that it was out of a dread of him 
that some of his enemies fell, and the rest ran 
away upon his use of the jaw-bone ; but when a 
great thust came upon him, he considered that hu- 
man courage is nothinff, and bare his testimony 
that all is to be ascribed to God, and besought him 
that he would not be angry at any thing he had, 
said, nor give him up into the hands of his enemies, 
but aiTord him help under his affliction, and deUver 
him from the misfortune he was under. Accord- 
ingly God was moved with his entreaties, and raised 
him up a plentiful fountain of sweet water at a 
eertain rock ; whence it was that Sunson called 
the pboo the Jaw-bane,* and so it is called to this 
daj. 

10. After this fig^t Samson held the- Philistmee 
in contempt, and came to Gaza, and took up his 
lodgings in a certain inn. When the rulers of Gaza 
were informed of lus coming thither, tiiey seized 
upon the gates, and placed men in ambush about 
them, that he might not escape without being per- 
eeived ; bat Samson, who was acquainted with their 
eontriyances against him, arose about mid-night, 
ud ran by force upon the gates, with their posts 
uid beams, and the rest of their wooden furniture, 
and carried them away on his shoulders, and bare 
them to the mountain that is over Hebron, and 
there laid them down. 

11. However, he at lengthf transgressed the 
laws of his eonntry, and altered his own regular 
way of living, and imitated the strange customs of 
foreignerB, which thing was the beginning of his 
niaeries ; for he fell in love with a woman that 
*M a harlot among the PhiUstines : her name was 
DeliUh, and he lived with her. So those that ad- 
miniBtered the public affairs of the Philistines came 
to her, and, wiui promises, induced her to get out 
^ Samson, what was the cause of that his strength, 
by which he became unconquerable to his enemies. 
Aooordingly, when they were drinking, and had 
the Uke eonversations together, she pretended to 
idmire the actions he had done, and contrived to 
get oat of him by subtlety, by what means he so 
moeh excelled others in strength. Samson, in 
<^»W to delude Delikh, for he had not yet lost his 
"^OMSy replied, that if he were bound with seven 
*Kh green withs of a vine as might still be wreathed, 
■>e should be weaker than any other man. The 
^^tauk said no more then, but told this to the rulers 
of the Philistmes, and hid certain of the soldiers in 




ambush within the house ; and when he was dis- 
ordered in drink aud asleep, she bound him as fast 
as possible with the withs ; and then upon her 
awakening him, she told him some of the ^>eople 
were upon him ; but he broke the withs, and en- 
deavoured to defend himself, as though some of the 
people were upon him. Now this woman, in tlie 
constant conversation Samson had with her, pro- 
tended that she took it very ill that he had such 
little confidence in her affections to him, that he 
would not toll her what she had desured, as if she 
would not conceal what she knew it was for his in- 
terest to have concealed. However, he deluded 
her again, and told her, that if they bound him 
with seven cords, he should lose his strength. And 
when upon doing this, she gained nothing, he told 
her the third time, that his hair should be woven 
into a web ; but when, upon doing this, the truth 
was not yet discovered, at length Samson, upon 
Delilah's prayer (for he was doomed to fall into 
some affliction), was desirous to please her, and 
told her that God took care of him, and that 
he was bom by his providence, and that *^ thence 
it is that 1 suffer my hair to grow, God having 
charged me never to poll my head, and thence my 
strength is according to the increase and continu- 
ance cf my hair." When she had learned thus 
much, and had deprived him of his hair, she deli- 
vered him up to his enemies, when he was not 
strong enough to defend himself from their attempts 
upon him ; so they putout his eves, and bound hun, 
and had hhn led about among them. 

12. But in process of time Samson's hair grew 
Rcain. And there was a public festival among the 
Aiilistmee, when the rulers and those of ihe most 
eminent character were feasting together (now the 
room wherein thev were, had ito roof supported by 
two piUars ;) so they sent for Samson, and he was 
brought to their feast, that they mig^t insult him 
in their cups. Hereupon he, thinkiuff it one of the 
greatest misfortunes, if he should not be able to re- 
venge himself when he was thus insulted, persuaded 
the boy that led him by the hand, that he was ' 
weary and wanted to rest himself, and desired he 
would bring him near the pillars ; and as soon as 
he came to them, he rushed with force against 
them, and overthrew the house, by overthrowing 
its piUars, with three tiiousand men in it, who were 
all slain, and Samson with them. And such was 
the end of tlus man, when he had ruled over the 
Israelites twenty years. And indeed this man de- 
serves to be admired for his courage and strength, 
and magnanimity at his death, and that his wrath 
against his enemies went so far as to die himself 
with them. But as for his being ensnared by a 
woman, that is to be ascribed to human nature, 
which is too weak to resist the temptations to that 
sin ; but we oueht to bear him witness, that in all 
other respecto, he was one of extraordinary virtue. 
But his kindred took away his body, and buried it 
in Sarasat, his own country, with the rest of his 
fiimily. 



CHAPTER IX. 

HOW UNDER SLl'S OOVERIfHENT OF THE ISRASLim, 
BOOZ MAERIBD BI7TU, FROM WHOH CAMS OBBO9 
THE OBANDFATHEa OF DAVID. 

§ I. Now after the deatii of Samson, Eli tiie hi^- 
I priest was governor of the Israelites. Under bimi 
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when the country was afflicted with a famine, Eli- 
melech of Bethlehem, which is a city of the tribe 
of Judah, being not able to support his family 
under so sore a distress, took with him Naomi his 
wife, and the children that were bom to him by 
her, Chilion and Mahlon, and removed his habita- 
tion into the land of Moab ; and upon the happy 
prosperity of his afTaii'S there, he took for his sons, 
wives of the Moabites, Orpah for Chilion, and Ruth 
for Mahlon. But in the compass of ten years both 
Elimelech, and a little while after him, tlie sons 
died ; and Naomi being very uneasy at these acoi- 
dents, and not being able to bear her lonesome con- 
dition, now those that were dearest to her were 
dead, on whose account it was that she had gone 
away from her own country, she returned to it 
again, for she had been informed it was now in a 
flourishing condition. However, her daughters-in- 
law, were not able to think of parting witli her ; 
and when they had a mind to go out of the country 
with her, she could not dissuade them from it ; but 
when they insisted upon it, she wished them a more 
happy wedlock than they had with her sons, and 
that tliey might have prosperity in other respects 
also ; and seeing her own affairs were so low, she 
exhorted them to stay where they were, and not to 
think of leaving their own country, and partaking 
with her of that uncertainty under which she must 
return. Accordingly Orpah staid behind ; but she 
took Ruth along with her, as not to be persuaded 
to stay behind her, but would take her fortune with 
her, whatsoever it should prove. 

2. When Ruth was come with her mother-in-law 
to Bethlehem, Booz, who was near of kin to EUme- 
lech, entertained her ; and when Naomi was so 
called by her fellow-citizens, aooording to her true 
name, she said, " You might more truly call me 
Mara.** Now Naomi signifies in the Hebrew 
tongue, happinett, and Mara, $orrow. It was now 
reaping time ; and Ruth, by the leave of her mo- 
ther- in-hiw, went out to glean, that they might get 
a stock of com for their food. Now it happened 
that she came into Booz'b .ield ; and after some 
time Booz came thither, and when he saw the dam- 
sel he enquired of his servant that was set over the 
reapers, concerning the girl The servant had a 
little before enquired about all her circumstances, 
and told them to his master, who kindly embraced 
her, both on account of her affection to her mother- 
in-law, and her remembrance of that son of hers to 
whom she had been married, and wished that she 
might experience a prosperous condition ; so he 
desired her not to glean, but to reap what she was 
able, and gave her leave to carry it home. He 
also gave it in charge to that servant who was over 
the reapers, not to hinder her when she took it 
away, and bade him give her her dinner, and make 
her drink when he did the like to the reapers. Now 
what com Ruth received of him, she kept for her 
mother-in-law, and came to her in the evening, and 
brought the ears of com with her ; and Naomi had 
kept for her a part of such food as her neighbours 
had plentifully bestowed upon her. Ruth also told 
her mother-in-law what Boot had said to her ; and 
when the other had informed her that he was near 
of kin to them, and perhaps was so pious a man as 
to make some provision for them, she went out again 
on the days following, to gather the gleanings with 
Booz's maid-servants. 

3. It was not many days before Booz, after the 
barley was winnowed, slept in his thrashing floor. 



When Naomi was informed of this circumstance, 
she contrived it so that Ruth should lie down by 
him, for she thought it might be for their advan- 
tage tliat he should discourse with the girl. Ac- 
cordingly, she sent the damsel to sleep at his feet ; 
who went as she bade her, for she did not think it 
consistent with her duty to contradict any command 
of her mother-in-law. And at first she lay con- 
cealed from Booz, as he was fast asleep ; but when 
he awaked about midnight, and perceived a woman 
lying by him, he asked who slie was ; — and when 
she told him her name, and desired that he whom 
she owned for her lord would excuse her, he then 
said no more ; but in the morning, before the ser- 
vants beean to set about their work, he awaked her, 
and bid her take as much barley as she was able to 
carry, and go to her mother-in-law before any body 
tliere should see that she had lain down by him, 
because it was but prudent to avoid any reproach 
that might arise on that account, especially when 
there had been nothing done that was ill. But as 
to the main point she aimed at, the matter should 
rest here, — « He that is nearer of km than I am, 
shall be asked whether he wants to take thee to 
wife : if he says he does, thou shalt follow him ; 
but if he refuse it, I will macry thee, accordmg to 
the law.« 

4. When she had informed her mother-in-law of 
this, they were very glad of it, out of the hope they 
had that Booz would make provision for them. 
Now about noon Booz went down into the city, and 
gathered the senate together, and when he had sent 
for Ruth, he called for her kinsman also ; and when 
he was come, he said, '* Dost thou not retain the in- 
heritance of EUmeledi and his sons V* He confes- 
sed that he did retain it, and that he did as he waa 
permitted to do by the laws, because he was their 
nearest kinsman. Then said Booz, '* Thou must 
not remember the laws by halves, but do every 
thing according to them ; for the vdfe of Mahlon is 
come hither, whom thou must marry, according to 
the law, in case thou wilt retain their fields." So 
the man yielded up both the field and the wife to 
Booz, who was himself of kin to those that were 
dead, as alleging that he had a wife already, and 
children also ; so Booz called the senate to witness^ 
and bid the woman to loose his shoe and spit ip his 
face, according to the law ; and when this was done 
Booz married Ruth, and they had a son within a 
year's time. Naomi was herself a nurse to this 
child ; and by the advice of the women called hixQ 
Obfdf as being to be brought up in order to be sub- 
servient to her in her old age, for Obed in tlie He- 
brew dialect signifies a Merrant. The son of Obed 
was Jesse, and David was his son, who was king, 
and left his dominions to his sons for one-and-twenty 
generations. I was therefore obliged to relate this 
history of Ruth, because I had a mind to demon- 
strate the power of God, who, without difficulty, 
can raise those that are of ordinary parentage to 
dignity and splendour, to which he advanced David, 
though he were bom of such mean parents. 

CHAPTER X. 

CONCERNING THE BIRTH OF SAMUEL ; AND HOW Bft 
FORETOLP THE CALAMITY THAT BEFEL THE SOMS 
OF ELI. 

§ 1 . And now upon the ill state of the affairs of the 
Hebrews, they nuuie war again upon the Philist^ies. 
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The occasion was this : Eli, the high-priest had two 
sons, Hophni and Phineas. These sons of £]i were 
gnilt/ of injustice towards men> and of impiety to- 
wards Gody and abstained from no sort of wricked- 
ness. Some of their gifts they carried off, as be- 
longing to the honourable employment tliey had ; 
others of them they took away by violence. They 
also were guilty of impurity with the women that 
came to worship God [at the tabernacle], obliging 
some to submit to their lust by force, and enticing 
others by bribes ; nay, the whole course of their 
lives was no better than tyranny. Their father 
therefore was angry at them for such their wicked- 
ness, and expected that God would suddenly inflict 
his punishments upon them for what they had done. 
The multitude took it heinously also : and as soon 
as God had foretold what calamity would befall 
£li*8 sons, which he did both to Eli himself, and to 
Samuel the prophet, who was yet but a child, he 
openly showed his sorrow for his sons' destruction. 
2. I will first dispatch what I have to say about 
the prophet Samuel, and after that will proceed to 
speak of the sons of £U, and the miseries they 
brought on the whole people of the Hebrews. £1- 
canah, a Levite, one of a middle condition among 
his^ fellow-citizens, and one that dwelt at Rama- 
thaim, a city of the tribe of Ephraim, married two 
wives, Hannah and Peninnan. He had children 
by the latter ; but he loved the other best, al- 
though she was barren. Now Elcanah came with 
his wives to the city Shiloh to sacrifice, for there it 
was that the tabernacle of God was fixed, as we 
have formerly said. Now when, after he had sa- 
crificed, he distributed at that festival portions of 
the flesh to his wives and children, and when Han- 
nah saw the other wife's children sitting round 
about their mother, she fell into tears, and lamented 
herself on account of her barrenness and lonesome- 
ness ; and suffering her erief to prevail over her 
husband's consolations to ner, she went to the ta- 
bernacle to beseech God to give her seed, and to 
make her a mother ; and to vow to coxisecrate the 
first son she should bear to the service of God, and 
this in sach a way, that his manner of living should 
Dot be like that of ordinary men. And as she con- 
tinned at her prayers a long time, Eli, the high- 
Uriest, for he sat there before the tabernacle, bid 
her go away, thinking she had been disordered with 
^ne ; but when she said she had drank water, but 
^ in sorrow for want of children, and was beseech- 
ing God for them, he bid her be of sood cheer, and 
told her that God would send her children. 

3. So she came to her husband full of hope, and 
<^ her meal with gladness. And when they had 
returned to theur own country, she found herself 
^th child, and they had a son bom to them, to 
*bom they gave tl)e name of Samuel, which may 
be styled one that was a$ked of God, They there- 
fore came to the tabernacle to offer sacrifice for the 
Mrth of the child, and brought their tithes with 
^hom ; but tlie woman remembered the vow she 
had made concerning her son, and delivered him to 
£li, dedicating him to God, that he might become 
Apiophet. Accordingly his hair waa suffered to 
grow long, and his drink was water. So Samuel 
^welt and was brought up in the temple. But 
Eicanah had other sons by Hannah, and three 
^oghters. 

4. Now when Samuel was twelve years old, he 
^^ to prophesy : and once when he was asleep, 
^ estted to him by his name ; and he, supposing 



ho had been called by the hi j^h-priest, came to hira ; 
but when the high-priest said he did not call him, 
God did so thrice. Eli was then so far illuminated, 
that he said to him, <* Indeed, Samuel, 1 was silent 
now as well as before : it is God that calls thee ; 
do thou therefore signify it to him, and say, I am 
here i-eady." So when he heard God speak again, 
he desired him to speak, and to deliver wliat oracles 
he pleased to him, for he would not fail to perform 
any ministration whatsoever he should make use of 
him in ; — to which God replied, " Since tliou art 
here ready, learn what miseries are coming upon 
the Israelites, — such indeed as words cannot declare, 
nor faith believe ; for the sons of Eli shall die on 
one day, and tlie priesthood shall be transferred 
into the family of Eleazar ; for Eli hath loved his 
sons more than he hath loved my worship, and to 
such a degree as is not for their advantage." 
Which message Eli obliged the prophet by oa£ to 
tell him, for omerwise he had no inclination to afflict 
him by telling it. And now Eli had a far mora 
sure expectation of the perdition of his sons ; but 
the glory of Samuel increased more and more, it 
being found by experience that whatsoever he pro- 
phesied came to pass accordingly.* 



CHAPTER XI. 

HEREIN 18 DECLARED WHAT BBFEI. THE SONS OP BLI, 
THE ARK, AND THE PEOPLE ; AND HOW ELI HIM- 
SELF DIED MI8SBABLT. 

§ I. About this time it was that the Philistines 
made war against the Israelites, and pitched their 
camp at the city Apbek. Now when the Israelites 
had existed them a little while, the very next day 
they jomed battle, and the Philistines were con- 
querors, and slew alx>ve four thousand of the He- 
brews, and pursued the rest of their multitude to 
their camp. 

2. So tlie Hebrews being afraid of the worst, 
sent to the senate, and to the high-priest, and de- 
sired that they would bring ^e ark of God, that by 
putting themselves in array, when it was present 
with them, they might be too hard for their ene- 
mies, as not reflecting that he who had condemned 
them to endure these calamities was mater than 
the ark, and for whose sake it was mat this ark 
came to be honoured. So the ark came, and the 
sons of the high-priest with it, haiing received a 
chaise from their father, that if they pretended to 
survive the taking of the ark, they should come no 
more into his presence ; for Phineas officiated al- 
ready as high* priest, his father having resigned his 
office to him, by reason of his great age. So the 
Hebrews were full of courafe, as supposing that, 
by the coming of the ark, they should be too hard 
for their enemies : their enemies also were greatly 
concerned, and were afraid of the ark's coming to 
the Israelites ; however, the upshot did not prove 
aereeable to tlie expectation of lx>th sides, but 
when the battle was joined, that victory which tlie 
Hebrews expected, was gained by the Philistines, 
and that defeat the Philistines were afraid of, fell 
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to the lot of the Isnelitee, and thereby they found 
that they had put their trust in the ark in vain, for 
they were presently beaten as soon as they came to 
a dose fight with their enemies, and lost about 
thirty thousand men, among whom were the sons 
of the high-priest ; but the ark was cairied away 
by the enemies. 

8. When the news of this defeat came to Shiloh, 
with that of the captivity of the ark, (for a certain 
ynung man, a Beiljamite, who was in the action, 
csime as a messenger thither^, the whole dty was 
full of lamentations. And Eu, the high-priest, who 
sat upon a hieh throne at one of the gates, heard 
their moumfuTcrie8,and supposed tiiat some strange 
thiug had befallen his family. So he sent for tne 
>'Oung man ; and when he understood what had 
happened in the battle, he was not much uneasy as 
to his sons, or what was told him withal about the 
yrmy, as having before-hand known by divine reve- 
lation that those tilings would happen, and having 
himself declared them before-hand, — for what sad 
things come unexpectedly, they distress men the 
most ; but as soon as [he heard] the adc was car- 
ried captive by their enemies, he was very much 



erievedatit, because it fell out quite differentiy 
from what he expected ; so he fell down from his 
throne and died, having in all lived ninety-eight 
years, and of them retamed the government forty. 

4. On the same day his son Pmneas's wife died 
also, as not able to survive the misfortune of her 
husband ; for they told her of her husband's death 
as she was in labour. However, slie bare a son at 
seven months, who lived, and to whom they gave 
the name of Icabod, which signifies ditgroM, — 
and this because the army received a disgrace at 
this time. 

5. Now EU was the first of the family of Itha- 
mar, the other son of Aaron that had the govern- 
ment ; for the family of Eleazar officiated as high- 
priest at first, the son still receiving that honour 
from the &ther which Eleazar bequeathed to his 
son Phineas ; after whom Abiezer his son took the 
honour, and delivered it to his son, whose name 
was BuJdd, from whom his son Ozi, received it ; 
after whom, Eli, of whom we have been speaking, 
had the priesthood, and so he and his posteri^ 
until the time of Solomon's reign ; but then the 
posterity of Eleaxar reassumed it. 
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BOOK VI. 

OORTAIIIINO THS IlfTSaVAL OV THXRTT-TWO TSARS. 

FROM THE DEATH OP ELI TO THE DEATH OP SAUL. 



CHAPTER I. 

tut DI8TRUCTI0N THAT CAMB UPON THB PHILISTINES, 
AND UPON THEIE LAND, BT THB WBATH OF OOD, 
ON ACCOUNT OP THEIR HAVING CARRIBD THB ARK 
AWAT CAPTIVE ; AND AFTER WHAT MANNBR THEY 
BENT IT BACK TO THB HEBREWS. 

§ 1. Whbn the PhUistinee had taken the ark of tiie 
Hebrews captive, as I said a litUe before, they car- 
ried it to the city of Ashdod, and put it by their 
own god, who was called Dagon,* as one of their 
spoils ; but when they went mto his temple the 
next morning to worship their god, they found him 
paying the same worship to Uie ark, for he lay 
ak>ng, as having fallen down from the basis whereon 
he had stood : so they took him up and set him on 
his basis again, and were muiih troubled at what 
had happened ; and as they frequentiy came to 
Dagon and found him still lying alone, in a posture 
of adoration to the ark, they were m very great 
distress and oonfusion. At lensth (jod sent a very 
destructive disease upon the aty and country of 
Ashdod, for they died of the dysentery and flux, a 
sore distemper, that brought death upon them very 
suddenly ; for before the soul could, as usual in 
easy deaths, be well loosed from the body, tiiey 
brought up their entrails, and vomited up what they 
had eaten, and what was entirely corrupted by the 
And as to the fruits of their caantry, a 
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sreat multitude of mice arose out of the earth, and 
hurt them, and spared neither the plants nor the 
fruits. Now while the people of Ashdod were 
under these misfortunes, and were not able to sup- 
port themselves mider tiieir calamities, they per- 
ceived that tiiey suffered thus because of the ark, 
and that the victory they had gotten, and their hav- 
ing taken the ark captive, had not happened for their 
good ; they therefore sent to the people of Askelon, 
and desircMi that they would receive the ark among 
them. This desire of the people of Ashdod was not 
disagreeable to those of Ajskelon, so they granted 
them that favour. But when they had gotten the 
ark, they were in the same miserable condition ; 
for the ark carried along with it the disasters that 
the people of Ashdod had suffered, to those who 
received it firom them. Those of Askelon also sent 
it away from themselves to others ; nor did it stay 
among those others neither ; for since they were 
pursued by the same disasters, they still sent it to 
the neighbouring cities ; so that the ark went 
round, i^Tter this manner, to the five cities of the 
Philistines, as though it exacted these disasters as 
a tribute to be paid it for its coining among them. 

2. When those that had experienced thoe mise- 
ries were tired out with them, and when those that 
heard of them were taught thereby not to admit 
the ark among them, since they paid so dear a tri- 
bute for it, at length they sought for some contri- 
vance and method how they might get free firait 
it : so the governors of the five cities, Gath, and 
Ekron, and Aikelon, as also of Gasa, and Ashdod. 
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met togetlmr, and oonndered what was fit to be 
fione ; and at first they thought proper to seod the 
tii baek to its own people^ as allowing that God 
had sTenged its canse ; that the miseriea they had 
undergone eame along with it, and that these were 
sent <m their dties upon its aeoonnt, and toaether 
with it. HowsTer, there were those that sai<^ they 
■honid not do so, nor suffer themselres to be de- 
loded, as ascribing the eanse of their miseries to it, 
beeanse it ooold not have such power and force 
upon them ; for, had God had such a regard to it, 
it would not have been delivered into the hands of 
men : so they 'exhorted them to be quiet, and to 
take patiently what had befallen them, and to sup- 
pose there was no other eause of it but nature, 
which, at certain revolutions of time, produces such 
mutations in the bodies of men, in the earth, in 
^antB, and in all things that grew out of the earth. 
But the oonnsel that prevailed over those already 
described, was that of certain men, who were be- 
lieved to have distinguished themselves in former 
times for their undustanding and prudence, and 
who, in their present dreumstances, seemed above 
all the rest to speak properly. These men said, it 
was not right either to send the ark away, or to 
retain it, but to dedicate five golden images, one 
for every city, asm thank-offenng to God, on ae- 
oount of his ha vine taken care of their preservation, 
and having kept uem alive when their lives were 
likely to be taken away by such distempers as they 
were not able to bear up against They also would 
have them make five golden mioe like to those that 
devoured and destroved their country,* to put 
them in a bag, and lay them upon the ark ; to 
make them a new cart also for it, and to voke 
milch kine to it 7^ but to shut up their calves, 
and keep them from them, lest, by following after 
them, they should prove a hinderance to their 
dams, and that the dams might return the foster 
out of a desire of those calves; then to drive 
theae milch kine that carried the ark, and leave it 
at a place where three ways met, and to leave it to 
the kine to go along wluch of those ways they 
pleased ; that in case thev went the way to the He- 
brews, and ascended to their country, they should 
■oppose that the ark was the cause of their misfor- 
tunes ; but if they turned into another road, the^ 
■aid, ** We will pursue after it, and conclude that it 
has no such force in if 

3. So they determined that these men spake well; 
and they immediately confirmed their opinion by 
doing aceordinffly. And when they had done as 
bas been slready described, they brought the cart 
to a {dace where three ways met, and left it there, 
■nd went their ways ; but the kine went the right 
^y, and as if scnne persons had driven them, wmle 
the rulers of the Philistines followed after them, an 
<le8irous to know where thev would stand still, and 
to whom they would go. Now there was a certain 
^laM of the tribe of Judah, the name of which 
^as Bethshemesh, and to that village did the kine 
go ; and though there was a great and good phun 
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toefors them to proceed in, th^ went no forther, 
bat stopped the cart there. This was a sicht to 
those of that village, and they were very riaa ; for 
it being then summer-time, and all the inLabitants 
being tiien in the fields gathering in their fruits, 
they left off the labours of their hands for joy, as 
soon as they saw the ark, and ran to the cart, and 
taking the ark down, and the veseel that had the 
images in it, and the mice, they set them upon a 
certain rock which was in the plain ; and when 
they had offered a splendid sacrifice to God, and 
feasted, they offered the cart and the kine as a 
burnt-offering : and when the lords of the Philis- 
tines saw this, they returned back. 

4. But now it was that the wrath of God over- 
took them, and struck eeventv penonst of the vil- 
lage of Bethshemesh dead, who, not being priesta, 
and so not worthy to touch the ark, had approached 
to it Those of that village wept for these that had 
thus suffered, and made such a lamentation as was 
naturally to be expected on so great a misfortune 
that was sent from God ; and every one mourned 
for his own relations. And since they acknow- 
ledged themselves unworthy of the ark's abode with 
them, ^ey sent to the public senate of the Israel- 
ites, and informed them that the ark was restored 
by the Philistines ; which when they knew, they 
breught it away to Kirjaihjearim, a city in tlw 
neighbourhood of Bethshemesh. In this city lived 
one Abinadab, by birth a Levite, and who wac 
greatly commended for his righteous and religious 
course of life ; so thev brought the ark to his house, 
as to a place fit for God himeelf to abide m, since 
therein did inhabit a righteous man. His sons also 
ministered to the divine service at the ark, and were 
the principal ouratocs of it for twenty years ; for so 
many years it continued in Kirjath^earim, having 
been but four months with the Philistines. 



CHAPTER II. 

THB KXPBDITION OF THE PHILUTIirBB AOAIITST TBI 
HBBRBWS, AND THE HBBRBW8* VICIORT UNDKB 
THB OORDVCT OV BAMUBL TUX PXOPHBT, WHO WAS 
THBIR OBNXBAL. 

$ 1. Now while the city of Kirjathjearim had the 
ark with them, the whole body of the people betoo' 
themselves all that time to offer prayers and sac* 
fices to God, and appeared peatly concerned and 
zealous about his worship. So Samuel the prophet, 
seeing how ready they were to do their duty, thought 
this a proper time to speak to them, while they 
were in this good disposition, about the recovery of 
their liberty, and of tiie blessings that accompanied 
the same. Accordingly he usedsuch words to them 
as he thouffht were most likely to excite that incli- 
nation, and to persuade them to attempt it : ** O 
you Israelites," said he, ** to whom the Philistines 
are still grievous enemies, but to whom God begins 
to be gracious, it behoves you not only to be desi- 
rous of liberty, but to take the proper methods to 
obtain it. Nor are you to be contented with an in* 
dination to ^t dear of ^our lords and masters, 
while you still do what will procure your continu- 

|Th«M M««Btj OMa, Mac Mt w mach at UrltM, towaod tho arii 
hi a laah or faaaaa maaaw, aad "«w» thda hy tho haad or Ood fcr WMh 
thair iMhaoM aad pnanooMi, aeoortlac to tht dlvlaa thnalMilncii 
Vamb.iT. ia,90: but howouroClMrooptasaMMto ' 
dINo aumbor m fifty thootaad la thia oao towa or 
aot eMDr. WairiiCMtl«dbatMaBl8am.Tl.M. 



1 eliy. I ka<n 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



J26 



ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 



BOOK ru 



anee under them.* Be righteous then, and cast 
wickedness out of your souls, and by vour worship 
supplicate the Divine Majesty with all your hearts, 
and persevere in the honour you pay to him ; for if 
you act thus, you will enjoy prosperity ; you will be 
freed from your slavery, and will get the victoiy 
over your enemies : which blessings it is not possi- 
ble you should attain, either by weapons of war, or 
by the strength of your bodies, or by the multitude 
of your assistants ; for God has not promised to 
grant these blessings by those means, but by beine 
good and righteous men ; and if you will be such, I 
will be security to you for the performance of 
God's promises." When Samuel had said thus, 
tlie multitude applauded his discourse, and were 
pleased with his exhortation to them, and gave their 
eonseut to resign themselves up to do what was 
pleasing to God. So Samuel gathered them toge- 
ther to a certain city called Mizpeh, which, in Sie 
Hebrew tongu^, signifies a leatch-tower ; there tliey 
drew water, and poured it out to God, and fasted 
an day, and betook themselves to tlieir prayers. 

2. This their assembly did not escape the notice 
of tlie Philistines : so when they had lear.ied that 
BO large a company had met togetlier, they fell upon 
the Hebrews with a great army and might} forces, 
as hoping to assault tliem when they did not expect 
it, nor were prepared for it. This thing affrighted 
the Hebrews, and put them into disorder and ter> 
ror ; so they came running to Samuel, and said 
that their souls were sunk by tlieir fears, and by 
the former defeat thby had received, and <' that 
thence it was that we lay still, lest we should excite 
the power of our enemies against us. Now while 
thou hast brought us hither to offer up our prayers 
and sacrifices, and take oaths [to be obedient] our 
enemies are making an expedition against us, while 
we are naked and unarmed ; wherefore we have no 
other hope of deliverance but that by tliy means, 
and by tlie assistance Grod shall afford us upon thy 
prayers to him, we shall obtain deliverance from 
the Philistines." Hereupon Samuel bade them be 
of good cheer, and promised tliem that God would 
assist them ; and taking a sucking lamb, he sacri- 
ficed it for the multitude, and besought God to hold 
hb protecting hand over tliem when Uiey should 
fight with the Philistines, and not to overlook them, 
nor suffer tliem to come under a second misfortune. 
Accordingly God hearkened to his prayers, and ac- 
cepting their sacrifice with a gracious intention, 
and such as was disposed to assist them, he granted 
them victory and power over tlieir enemies. Now 
while the altar had the sacrifice of God upon it, and 
had not yet consumed it wholly by its saci'cd fire, 
the enemy's army marched out of their camp, and 
was put in order of battle, and this in hope that diey 
■hould be conquerors, since the Jews* were caught 
in distressed circumstances, as neither having their 
weapons with them, nor being assembled there in 
order to fight. But things so fell out, that they 
would hardly have been (^edited though tliey had 
been foretold by any body : for, in the first place, 
God disturbed their enemies with an eai'thquake, 
and moved the ground under them to such a degree, 
tliat he caused it to tremble, and made them to 
shake, insomuch that by its trembling, he made 
some unable to keep their feet, and made tliem fall 
down, and, by opemng its chasms, he caused that 
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Others should be hurried down into them ; after 
which he caused such a noise of thunder to com« 
among them, and made fiery lightning shine so ter- 
ribly round about them, that it was i-eady to bum 
tlieir faces ; and he so suddenly shook their wea« 
pons out of their hands, that he made them fly 
and return home naked. So Samuel with the mul- 
titude pursued them to Bethcar, a place so called ; 
and there he set up a stone as a boundary of their 
victory and their enemies' flight, and calle ' It the 
StoM of Pov^y as a signal of that power God had 
given them against tlieir enemies. 

8. So the Philistines, after this stroke, made no 
more expeditions against the Israelites, but lay still 
out of fear, and out of remembrance of what had 
befallen them : and what courage the Philistines 
had formerly against the Hebrews, that, after this 
victory, was transferred to the Hebrews. Samuel 
also made an expedition against the Philistines, 
and slew many of them, and entirely humbled their 
proud hearts, and took from them that country, 
which, when they were formerly conquerors in bat- 
tle, they had cut off from the Jews, which was the 
country that extended from the borders of Gath to 
the city of Ekron : but the remainsof tlie Canaanitee 
were at this time in friendshin wiUi the Israelites. 



CHAPTER III. 

BOW SAMUELy WHEN HB WAS SO IlfPIBM WITH OLD 
AGS THAT HB COULD NOT TAKE CARE OF THB PUB- 
LIC AFFAIRS, INTRUSTED THEH TO BIS SONS ; AND 
HOW, UPON THE EVIL ADMINISTRATION OF THB 
OOVBRNMBNT BY THEH, THB MULTITUDE WERB SO 
ANGRY, THAT THEY REQUIRED TO HAVE A KING TO 
GOVERN THEH, ALTHOUGH SAMUEL WAS MUCH DIS- 
PLEASED THEREAT. 

$ 1 . But Samuel the prophet, when he had ordered 
the affairs of the people after a convenient manner, 
and had appointed a city for every district of tliem, 
he commanded them to come to such cities, to have 
the controversies that they had one with anothei 
determined in them, he himself going over those 
cities twice in a year, and doing them justice ; and 
by that means he kept them in very good order foi 
a long time. 

2. But afterwards he found himself oppressed 
with old age, and not able to do what he used to 
do, so he committed the government and the care 
of the multitude to his sons, — the elder of whom 
was called Joel, and the name of the younger was 
Abiah. He also enjoined tliem to reside and judge 
tlie people, the one at the city of Bethel, and the 
other at Beerslieba, and divided the people into dis- 
tricts tliat should be under the jurisdiction of each 
of them. Now these men afford us an evident 
example and demonstration how some children are 
not of tlie Uke dispositions with their parents ; but 
sometimes perhaps good and moderate, though bom 
of wicked parents ; and sometimes showing tliem- 
selves to be wicked, though bom of good parents : 
for theso men, turning aside from their father's 
good courses, and taking a course tliat was contrary 
to them, prverted jusUce for the filthy lucre of 
gifts and bribes, and made their determinations not 
according to trutli, but according to bribery, and 
turned aside to luxury, and a costly way of Uving ; 
BO that asy in the first x)laoe, they practised wliat 
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was oontrmry to tlie will of God, so did they, in the 
eeoond place, what was contrary to the tviU of the 
prophet their fitther, who had taken a great deal of 
care, and made a very careful provision that the 
multitude should be righteous. 

3. But the people, upon these injuries offered to 
their former constitution and government by the 
prophet's eons, were very uneasy at their actions, 
and came running to the prophet, who then lived 
at the city Ramah, and informed him of the trans- 
gressions of his sons ; and aaid, That as he was 
himself old already, and too infirm by that age of 
his to oversee their affairs in the manner he used 
to do, BO they begged of him, and entreated him to 
appoint some person to be king over them, who 
might role over the nation, and avenge them of the 
Philistines, who ought to be punished for their for- 
mer oppressions. These words greatly afflicted 
Samuel, on account of his innate love of justice, 
and hb hatred to kingly government, for he was 
very fond of an aristocracy, as what made the men 
tiiat used it of a divine and happy disposition ; nor 
eould he either think of eating or sleeping, out of 
his concern and torment of mind at what they had 
said, but all the night long did he continue awake, 
and revolved these notions in his mind. 

4. While he was thus disposed, God appeared to 
him, and comforted him, saying. That he ought not 
to be uneasy at what the miUtitude desired, because 
it Was not he, but Himself whom they so insolently 
despised, and would not have to be alone their 
king : that they had been contriving these things 
from the very day that they came out of Egypt ; 
that however in no long time they would sorely re- 
pent of what they did, which repentance yet could 
not undo what was thus done for futurity : that 
they would be sufficiently rebuked for their con- 
tempt, and the ungrateful conduct they have used 
towards me, and towards thy prophetic office. << So 
I command thee to ordain them such a one as I 
diali name beforehand to be their king, when thou 
hast first described what mischiefs kingly govern- 
ment will bring upon them, and openly testified be- 
fore them into what a great change of affairs they 
are hasting." 

5. When Samuel had heard this, he called the 
Jews early in the morning, and confessed to them 
that he was to ordain them a king ; but he said that 
he was first to describe to them what would follow, 
what*treatment they would receive from their kings, 
and with how many misdiiefs they must struffgle. 
" For know ye," said he, " that, in the first place, 
they will take your sons away from you, and they 
will command some of them to be drivers of their 
^uuiots, and some to be their horsemen, and the 
guards of their body, and others of them to be 
runners liefore tliem, and captains of thousands, 
and captains of hundreds ; they will also make tliem 
their artificers, makers of armour, and of chariots, 
and of instruments ; they will make tliem theur 
husbandmen also, and the curators of their own 
^Ids, and the diggers of their own vineyards ; nor 
will there be any Uiing which they will not do at 
^^Mir commands, as if tliey were slaves bought witli 
money. They will also appoint your daughters to 
be confectioners, and cooks, and bakers ; and these 
^U be obliged to do all sorts of work which women 
■laves that are in fear of stripes and toi-ments sub- 
^ to. They will, besides this, take away your 
f<iMSB8ions, and bestow them upon their eunuchs, 
and the guards of their bodies, and will give the 



herds of your cattle to their own servants : and tc 
say briefly all at onoe, you, and all that is yours, will 
be servants to your king, and will become no way 
superior to his slaves ; and when you suffer thus, 
you will thereby be put in mind of what I now say ; 
and when you repent of what you have dene, yon 
will beseech God to have mercy upon you, and to 
grant you a quick deliverance from your kings ; but 
he will not accept your prayers, but will neglect 
you, and permit you to suffer the punishment you» 
evil conduct has deserved." 

6. But the multitude was still so foolish as to be 
deaf to these predictions of what would be&l them ; 
and too peevish to suffer a determination which the> 
had injudiciously once made, to be taken out of their 
mind ; for they could not be turned from their pm> 
pose, nor did &ey regard the words of Samuel, but 
peremptorily insisted on their resolution, and de- 
sired lum to ordain them a king immediately, and 
not to trouble himself with fears of what would 
happen hereafter, for that it was necessary they 
should have with them one to fight their battles^ 
and to avenge them of their enemies, and tlmt it 
was no way absurd, when their neighbours wera 
under kingly government, that they should have 
the same form of government also. So when Sanmel 
saw that what he nad said had not diverted them 
from their purpose, but that they continued reso- 
lute, he said, << Go you every one home for the 
present ; when it is fit I will send for you, as soon 
as I shall have learned firom God who it is that he 
will give you for your king." 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE APPOINTMENT OP A KINO OVER THE ISRAELITES, 
WHOSE NAME WAS 8AUL ; AND THIS BY THE COM- 
MAND OP QOD. 

§ 1. There was one of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
man of a good family, and of a virtuous disposition : 
his name was Kish. He had a son, a young man of 
a comely countenance, and of a tall body, but his 
understanding and his mind were preferable to what 
was visible in him : tliey called him Saul. Now 
this Kish had some fine she-asses that were wan- 
dered out of the pasture wherein they fed, for he 
was more delighted with these than with any other 
cattle he had, so he sent out his son, and one ser- 
vant with him, to search for the beasts ; but when 
he had gone over his own tribe in search after the 
asses, he went to other tribes ; and when he found 
them not there neither, he determined to go his 
way home, lest he should occasion any concern to 
his father about himself ; but when his servant 
that followed him told him as they were near the 
city Ramah, that there was a true prophet in that 
city, and advised him to so to him, for that by him 
they should know the upshot of the affair of their 
asses, he replied. That if they should go to him, 
they had noiliing to give him as a reward for his 
prophecy, for their subsistence-money was spent 
The servant answered, that he had still the fourth 
part of a shekel, and he would present him with 
that ; for they were mistaken out of ignorance, as 
not knowing tliat the prophet received no such re- 
ward.* So they went to him ; and when they were 

• Of tiiU gn»t mUUkc nf SmI and hto wrvaa*, u If a tru* pcvplMC a£ 
Ood would acofpt of a gift or pRMOt, for fbntoUltif what wa» dMind 
of hlaa, MM Uw wtttt un b. i*. eb. f u Met. A 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



J28 



ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 



BOOK TX. 



before the gates, they lit upon cortam maidens that 
were going to fetch water ; and they asked them 
which was the prophet's house. They showed them 
which it was ; and bid them make haste before he 
sat down to supper, for he had invited many guests 
to a feast, and that he used to sit down before those 
that were invited. Now Samuel had then gathered 
many together to feast with him on this very ac- 
count ; lor while he every day prayed to God to 
tell him beforehand whom he would make king, he 
had informed him of this man the day before, for 
that he would send him a certain young man out of 
the tribe of Benjamin about this hour of the ^y ; 
and he sat on the top of the house in expectation of 
that time's being come. And when the time was 
completed, he came down and went to supper ; so 
he met with Saul, and God discovered to him that 
this was he who should rule over them. Then Saul 
went up to Samuel and saluted him, and desired 
him to inform him which was the prophet's house ; 
for he said he was a stranger and did not know it. 
When Samuel had told him that he himself was the 
person, he led him in to supper, and assured him 
that the asses were found which he had been to 
seek, and that the greatest of good things were 
assured to him : he replied, <* I am too inconsider- 
able to hope for any such thing, and of a tribe too 
small to have kings made out of it, and of a family 
smaller than several other families ; but thou tell- 
est me this in jest, and makest me an object of 
laughter, when thou discourseet with me of greater 
matters than what I stand m need of." However, 
the prophet led him in to the feast, and made bun 
sit down, him and Iiis servant that followed him, 
above the other guests that were invited, which 
were seventy in number ;• and he gave oilers to 
the servants to set the royal portion before SftuL 
And when the time of going to bed was come, the 
rest rose up, and every one of them went home ; 
but Saul staid with the prophet, he and his servant, 
and slept with him. 

2. Now as soon as it was day, Samuel raised up 
Saul out of his bed, and conducted him homeward ; 
and when he was out of the city, he desired him to 
cause his servant to to before, but to stay behind 
himself, for that he had somewhat to say to him, 
when nobody else was present. Accordingly, Saul 
sent away his servant tiiat followed him ; then did 
the prophet take a vessel of oil, and poured it upon 
the head of the young man, and kissed him, and 
said, ** Be thou a king, by the ordination of God, 
against the Philistines, and for avenging the He- 
brews for what they have suffered by mem ; of this 
thou shalt have a sign, which I would have thee 
take notice of: — As soon as thou art departed hence, 
thou wilt find three men upon the road, going to 
worship God at Bethel ; the first of whom Uiou wilt 
see carrying three loaves of bread, the second car- 

2ing a kid of the goats, and the third will follow 
em carrying a bottle of wine. These three men 
will salute thee, and speak kindly to thee, and will 
give thee two of their loaves, which th6u shalt ac- 
cept of. And thence thou shalt come to a place 
called RacM's Monument, where thou shalt meet 
with those that will tell thee thy asses are found ; 
after this, when tliou comest to Gabatlu^ thou shalt 
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overtake a company of prophets, and thou shalt be 
seized with the divme spirit,f and prophesy along 
with them, till every one that sees thee shail be as- 
tonished, and wonder, and say. Whence is it that 
the son of Ki^ has arrived at this degree of hap- 
piness 1 And when these siens have happened to 
thee, know that God is with thee ; then do thoa 
salute thy father and thy kindred. Thou shalt also 
come when I send for thee to Gilgal, that we mav 
offer thank-offerings to God for these blessings.'' 
When Samuel had said this, and foretold these 
things, he sent the young man away. Now all 
things fell out to Saul according to the prophecy of 
Samuel. 

8. But as soon as Saul came into the house of his 
kinsman Abner, whom indeed he loved better than 
the rest of his relations, he was asked by him oon- 
oeming his journey, and what accidents happened 
to him therein ; and he concealed none of the other 
things from him, no, not his coming to Samuel the 
prophet, nor how he told him the asses were found, 
but he said nothing" to him about the kingdom, and 
what belonged thereto, which he thought would 
procure him envv, and when such things are heard, 
they are not easily believed ; nor did he think it 
prudent to tell those things to him, although he 
appeared very friendly to mm, and one whom he 
loved above the rest of his relations, considering, I 
suppose, what human nature really is, that no one 
is a firm friend, neither among our intimates nor of 
our kindred ; nor do they preserve that kind dis- 
position when Grod advances men to great prosper- 
ity, but they are still ill-natured and envious at 
those that are in eminent stations. 

4. Then Samuel called the people together to the 
city Mizpeh, and spake to them in the words follow- 
ing, which he said ne was to speak by the command 
of God : — That when he had granted them a state 
of liberty, and brought their enemies into subjec- 
tion, they were become unmindful of his benefits, 
and rejected God that he should not be their kin^, 
as not considering that it would be most for their 
advantage to be presided over by the best of beings, 
for God is the best of beings, and they chose to have 
a man for their king, while kings wiU use their sub- 
jects as beasts, according to the violence' of their 
own wills and inclinations, and other passions, a^ 
wholly carried away with the lust of power, but 
will not endeavour so to preserve the race of man- 
kind, as his own workmanship and creation, which, 
for that very reason, God would take care of. 
*' But since you have come to a fixed resolution^ 
and this injurious treatment of God has quite pre- 
vailed over you, dispose yourselves by yourstribes 
and sceptres, and cast lots." 

5. When the Hebrews had so done, the lot fell 
upon the tribe of Benjamin ; and when the lot was 
cast for the families of this tribe, that which was 
called Matri was taken ; and when the lot was cast 
for the smgle persons of the family, Saul, the son 
of Kish, was tiULen for their king. When the young 
man knew this he prevented [their sending for 
him], and immediately went away and hid himself. 
1 suppose that it was because he would not have it 
thougnt that he willinely took the government upon 
him ; nay, he showed such a degree of command 
over himself, and of modesty, that while the great- 
est part are not able to contain their joy, even in 
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the gaimngof small advaatageft, but preaendy show 
themselves publiely to all men, this man did not 
onljr show nothinff of that nature, when he was ap- 
iMnnted to be the brd of so many and so great tribes, 
but erept away and concealed himself out of the 
sight of those he was to reign over, and made them 
seek him, and that with a good deal of trouble. So 
when the people were at a loss, and solicitous, be- 
cause Saul disappeared, the prophet besought God 
to show where the young man was, and to produce 
him before them. S» when they had learned of 
God the place where Saul was hidden, they sent a 
man to bring liim ; and when he was come, they 
set him in the midst of the multitude. Now be was 
taller than any of them, and his stature was very 
majestic. 

6. Then said the prophet, " Grod gives you this 
man to be your king : see how he is higher than 
any of the people, and worthy of this dominion." 
So as soon as the people had made acclamation, 
Ood MM tks Kiuffy the prophet wrote down what 
would come to pass, in a book, and read it in the 
hearing of the king, and laid up the book in the ta- 
bernacle of God, to be a witness to future genera- 
tions of what he had foretold. So when Samuel 
had finished this matter, he dismissed the multi- 
tude, and came himBelf to the city Ramah, for it 
was his own country. Saul also went away to 
Gibeaby where he was bom ; and many good men 
there were who paid him the respect that was due 
to him ; but the greater part were ill men, who 
desjNsed him and derided the others, who neither 
did brin^ him presents, nor did they in affection, 
or even m words, regard to please him. ^ 
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CHAPTER V. b --. ' id 
Saul's expbimtion aoaLnst tHc natiok ^p-^hb 

▲MJiOHlTBS, A.NO VICTORT OVBK TBBM, AND TUB 
SroiLS HB TOOK FBOM THB9C 

§ 1. Aftba one month, the war which Saul had 
with Nahaah, the king of the Ammonites, obtained 
him respect from all the people ; for this NiUiash 
had done a great deal of mischief to the Jews that 
lived beyond Jordan by the expedition he had made 
aeainst them with a great and warlike army. He 
aao reduced their cities into slavery, and that not 
only by subduing them for the present, which he 
did by force and violence, but by weakening them 
by subtilty and cunning, that Ihey might not be 
able afterward to get clear of the slavery they were 
mider to him : for he put out the right eyes* of 
those that either delivered themselves to him upon 
terms, or were taken by him in war ; and this he 
did, that when their left eyes were covered by their 
shields, the^ might be wholly useless in war. Now 
when the kmg of the Ammonites had served those 
beyond Jordan in this manner, he led his army 
against those that were called OU§adiUs ; and hav- 
ing pitched his camp at the metropolis of his ene- 
mies, whioh was the oity of Jabesh, he sent ambas- 
sadors to them, commanding them either to deliver 
themselves up, on condition to have their right eyes 
plucked oat» or to undergo a siege, and to have 
their cities overthrown. He gave them their choice, 
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Whether they would cut off a small member of their 
body, or universally perish. — However, the Gilead- 
ites were so affrighted at these offers, that they had 
not courage to say any thing to either of them, nei- 
ther that they would deliver themselves up, nor 
that they would fight him ; but they desired that 
he would give them seven days respite, that they 
might send ambassadors to their countiymen, and 
entreat their assistance ; and if they came to assist 
them they would fight ; but if that assistance were 
impossible to be obtained from them, they said they 
would deliver themselves up to suffer whatever he 
pleased to inflict upon them. 

2. So Nahash, contemning the multitude of the 
Gileadites, and the answer they gave, allowed them 
a respite, and gave them leave to send to whomso- 
ever they pleased for assistance. So they immedi- 
ately sent to the Israelites, city by city, and in- 
(termed them what Nahash had threatened to do to 
them, and what great distress they were in. Now 
the people fell into tears and grief at the hearing of 
what the ambassadors from Jabesh said ; and the 
terror they were in permitted them to do nothing 
more ; but when the messengers were come to the 
city of king Saul, and decUred the danger in which 
tlie inhabitants of Jabesh were, the people were in 
the same afBiction as those in the other cities, for 
they lamented the calamity of those related to them ; 
and when Saul was returned from his husbandry 
into the city, he found his fellow-citizens weeping ; 
and when, upon inquiry, he had learned the cause 
of the confusion and sadness they were in, he was 
seized with a divine fury, and sent away the am* 
ba<»adors from the inhabitants of Jabesh, and pro- ' 
mised them to come to their assistance on the third 
day, and to beat their enemies before sun- risings 
that the sun upon its rising might see that they had 
already conquered, and were freed from the fears 
they were under ; but he bid some of them stay to 
conduct them the right way to Jabesh. 

3. So being desirous to turn the people to thin 
war against the Ammonites by fear of the losses 
they should otherwise undergo, and that they might 
the more suddenly be gathered together, he cut the 
sinews of his oxen, and tlireatened to do the same 
to all such as did not come with their armour to 
Jordan the next day, and follow him and Samuel 
the prophet whithersoever they should lead them. 
So they came together, out of fear of the losses 
they were threatened with, at the appointed time ; 
and the multitude were numbered at Uie city Bezek ; 
and he found the number of those that were gather- 
ed together, besides that of the tribe of Judah, to 
be seven hundred thousand, while those of that 
tribe were seventy thousand. So he passed over 
Jordan, and proceeded in marching all that night, 
thirty furlongs, and came to Jabesh before sun- 
rising. So he divided the army into three compa- 
nies ; and fell upon their enemies on every side on 
the sudden, and when they expected no such thing ; 
and joining battle witli them, they slew a great 
many of the Ammonites, as also their king Nahash. 
This glorious action was done by Saul, and was 
related with great commendation of him to all th* 
Hebrews : and he thence gained a wonderful repik- 
tation for his valour ; for although there were somit 
of them that contemned him before, they now 
changed their minds, and honoured him, and es- 
teemed him as the best of men : for he did not 
content himself with having saved the inhabitants 
of Jabesh only, but he made an expedition into the 
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oountry of the Ammonites, and kid it all waste, 
and took a large prey, and so returned to his own 
oountry most gloriously : so the people were greatly 
pleased at these excellent performances of Saul, and 
reioiced that they had constituted him their king. 
They also made a clamour against those that pre- 
tended he would be of no advantage to their affairs ; 
and they said. Where now are these ment — let 
them be brought to punishmenti, with all the like 
things that multitudes usually say when they are 
elevated with prosperity, agjainst ihoee that lately 
had despised the authors of it ; but Saul, although 
he took the good-will and the affection of these men 
very kindly, yet did he swear that he would not see 
any of his oountiTmen slain that day, since it was 
absurd to mix this victory, which God had given 
them, with the blood and slaughter of those that 
were of the same lineage with themselves ; and that 
it was more agreeable to be men of a friendly dis- 
position, and 80 to betake themselves to feasting. 

4. And inrhen Samuel had told them that he 
ought to confirm the kingdom to Saul by a second 
ordination of him, they all came together to the 
city of Gilgal, for thither did he command them to 
eome. So the prophet anointed Saul with ^e holy 
oil in the sight of the multitude, and declared him 
to be kinff the second time ; and so the government 
of the Hebrews was clianged into a regal govern- 
ment ; for in the days of Moses and his disciple 
Joshua, who was tlieir general, they continued 
under an aristocracy ; but after tlie death of Joshua, 
for eighteen years in all, the multitude had no set- 
tled form of ffoveniment, but were in an anarchy ; 
after which they returned to their former govern- 
ment, they then permitting themselves to be judged 
by him who appeared to be the best warrior, and 
most courageous, whence it was that they called this 
iuterval of their government, the Judges. 

5. Then did Samuel the prophet call another 
assembly also, and said to them, << I solemnly ad- 
jure you, by God Almighty, who brought those ex- 
cellent brethren, I mean Moses and Aaron, into the 
world, and delivered our iatliers from the Egyp- 
tians, and from the slavery they endured under 
them, that you will not speak what you say to gra- 
tify me, nor suppress any thing out of fear of me, 
nor be overborne by any other passion, but say. 
What have I ever done that was cruel or unjust 1 
or what have I done out of lucre or covetousness, 
or to gratify others ! Bear witness against me, if 
I have taken an ox or a sheep, or any such thing, 
which yet when they are taken to support men itu 
esteemed blameless ; or have I taken an ass for 
mine own use of any one to his grief ? — lay some 
one such crime to my charge, now we are in your 
king's presence." But they cried out, that no such 
thing had been done by him, but that he had pre- 
sided over the nation after a holy and righteous 
manner. 

6. Hereupon Samuel, when such a testimony had 
been given him by tliem at all, said, ^ Since you 
grant that you are not able to lay any ill thing to 
ray charge hitherto, come on now, and do you hear- 
ken while I speak with great freedom to you. You 
have been gmlty of great impiety against God, in 
asking you a king. It behoves you to remember, 
that our grandfather Jacob came down into Egypt, 
by reason of a famine, with seventy souls on^ of 
our family, and that tlieir posteri^ multiplied there 
to many ten thousands, whom the Egyptians brought 
into slavery and hard oppression ; tnat God him- 



self, upon the prayers of our fathers, sent Moses 
and AJsron, who were brethren, and ffave them 
power to deliver the multitude out of their distress, 
and this without a king. These brought us into 
this very land which you now possess ; and when 
you enjoyed these advantages from God, yoa be- 
trayed his worship and religion ; nay, moreover, 
when you were brought under the hands of your 
enemies, he deliver^ you, first by rendering you 
superior to the AsByrians and their forces, he then 
made yon to overcome the Ammonites, and the 
Moabites, and last of all the Philistines ; and these 
things have been achieved under the conduct of 
Jephtha and Gideon. What madness therefore 
possessed you to fly from God, and to desire to be 
under a kmg \ — ^yet have I ord-yned him for king 
whom he chose for you. However, that I may 
make it plain to yon that God is angry and dis- 
pleased at your choioe of kingly government, I will 
so dispose him that he shall declaro this very plainly 
to you by strange signals ; for wliat none of yoa 
ever saw here before, I mean a winter storm in'the 
midst of harvest,* I will entreat of God, and will 
make it visible to you." Now, as soon as he had 
said this, God gave such great signals by thunder 
and lightning, and the descent of hail, as attested 
the truth of all that the prophet had said, insomuch 
that they were amazed and terrified, and confessed 
they had sinned, and had fallen into tliat sin through 
ignorance ; and besought the prophet, as one that 
was a tender and gentle father to them, to render 
God so merciful as to forgive this their sin, which 
they luid added to those other offences whereby 
they had affronted him and transgressed against 
him. So he promised them that he would breech 
God, and persuade him to forgive them tliese their 
sins. However, he advised Uiem to be righteous, 
and to be good, and ever to remember tlie miseries 
that had befallen them on account of their depar- 
ture from virtue : as also to remember the strange 
signs Grod had shown them, and the body of laws 
tliat Moses had given them, if they had any desire 
of being preserved and made happy with their 
king ; but he said, that if they should now careless 
of ibese things, great judgments would come from 
God upon them, and upon theur kinff : and when 
Samuel had thus prophesied to the Hebrews, he 
dismissed them to their own homes, having con- 
firmed the kingdom to Saul the second time. 



CHAPTER VI. 

ifOW rHB f-HILISTINBS MADE ANOTHER EXPEDITION 
AGAINST THE HEBREWS, AND WERE BEATEN. 

§ 1. Now Saul chose out of the multitude about 
three thousand men, and he took two thousand of 
them to be the guards of his own body, and abode 
in the city Bethel, but he gave the rest of them to 
Jonathan his son, to be the guards of his body ; 
and sent him to Gibeah, where he besieged and 
took a certain garrison of the Philistines, not far 
from Gilgal ; for the Philistines of Gibeah had 
beaten the Jews, and taken their weapons away, 
and had put garrisons into the strongest places of 



* Mr. Btland obM r rw htn, »nd pravM etewhera In hit note on 
b. HI. eh. L Met. e, UiM •Ithougti tiiiindw aiid ttRhOilnff with 
hapiMO la aamntr. yet In Pntaetlne nmt Ayri* they are chteftr eoal 
to winter. JoMphne tnfcee notlea of the aune thlnf acala. War, h. U 
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the cu ua lr y, imd bad forbidden them to carry any 
Instrament of iron, or at all to make use of any iron 
in any ease whatsoever ; and on account of this pro- 
hibition it was that the husbandmen, if thev had 
oecssion to sharpen any of their tools, whether it 
were the coulter or the spade, or any instrument of 
husbandly, they came to the Philistines to do it. 
Now as soon as the Philistines heard of this slaugh- 
ter of their garrison, they were in a rage about it, 
tod, looldng on this contempt as a terrible affront 
ofiered them, they made war against the Jews, with 
three hundred thousand footmen, and thirty thou- 
aaod chariots, and six thousand horses ; and they 
pitched their camp at. the city Michmasb. When 
Ssnl, the king of the Hebrews, was informed of 
tfaii^ he went down to the city Gilgal, and made 
prodamatioii over all the country, that they should 
try to regain their liberty ; and called them to the 
war against the Philistines, diminishing their forces, 
and despising them as not very considerable, and 
as not so great but they might haaard a battle with 
them. But when the people abont Saul observed 
how numerous the Philistines were, they were 
Qoder a great consternation ; and some of them 
hid themselves in caves, and in dens under grrmnd ; 
but the greater part fled into the land beyond Jor- 
dan, which belonged to Gad and Reuben, 

2. Bat Saol sent to the prophet, and called him 
to eonsnlt with him about the war and the public 
affairs ; so he commanded him to stay there for 
him, and to prepare sacrifices, for he would come 
to him within seven days, that they might offer sa* 
erifices on the seventh day, and might then join | 
hattle with their enemies. So he waited,* as tlie I 
prophet sent to him to do ; yet did not he, however, | 
observe the command that was given him, but when | 
he saw that the prophet tarried longer tlvtn he ex- ' 
pected, and that he was deserted by the soldiers, 
he took the sacrifices and offered them ; and when 
he heard that Samuel was come, he went out to 
meet him. But the prophet said he had not done 
well in disobeying tlie injunctions he had sent to 
him, and had not staid till his coming, which being 
tppointed according to the will of G<xl, he had pre- 
vented him in offering up those prayers and those 
sacrifices that he should have made for the multi- 
tude, and that he therefore had performed divine 
offices in an ill manner, and had been rash in per- 
forming them. Hereupon Saul made an apology 
for himself, and said that he had waited as many 
(lays as Samuel had appointed him ; that he had 

* SMd ttmnm to have staid till Drar tbf tlm* of the tveninf merlfle«, 
«« t)M MvcDth iUt, which Hamuai th« prophet or Owl had appuinbd 
Um, bat BC* till tM end ot that day, a* he mtf ht to bore dune ; and 
funnel appears, by dela)rln( to ooroe till th«' full time at the cvvtiitif 
MCKflee on that eerentk day, to h* ve tried him (who ■erm* to have l>e«a 
einady far smna ttme det^'llains tram hie itiict and boun<ten •abordina- 
iloo lo Oud and bis prupheii to have talwn lire-fuanl^ fur hiinaplf and 
his Mm, wbieh was enUraly a new thing In liiael, nnd savuurpd of a 
<liVtta or God's provlfieiies , and to have affected mora than he ouRbt, 
ust IndeprDdeot authority whloh the pagan kinss toolc t<> thcmselvca) ; 
Sunod, I aay, seems to have hers tried Saul, whether he wtnild slay 
ttll ths priest esme. who aluoe oould lawfully aHer the Mrr>llecs, nor 
wmld boidly and proCsnely usurp the prie»t's oOlee, which he ventwrinf 

rB, wsajiutiy rtitemX for hi* proTsDrQess. S>e Ape»U CoastiL b. h. 
xiriL And, faMlesd, since Saul had secepled kingly power, which 
"•many beeenwa ungovernable and tyrsnniesi, as Outi fiivpiold, and 
the espvinoe otmll agM hss shown, the divine settlement by Moecs had 
me been laid asUa under the kings, bad not Ood. by keeping strteUy 
ts his laws, and s vereiy execaUng the ihrsatmings th^tvin conialne«l, 
issliaiaed Baal aad othrr kings in »om« dv^rt^ at oliediMice to himstlT; 
*>r »as woo tbis severity saffldcnt to lestiain most of the futuiv kings 
•f IwssI and Jndah from the grva-'Stt idolatry and Impteiy. Of the 
■dvmntaM or which sirictncM, in the ofaeervlng divine bwa, end inllict. 
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been so quick in offering his sacrifices, upon ac- 
count of the necessity he was in, and because his 
soldiers were departing from him, out of tlieir fear 
of the enemy's camp at Michmafth, the re[K>rt being 
gone abroad tlwt they were coming down upon him 
to Gilgal. To which Samnel replied, ** Nay, cer- 
tainly, if thou hadst been a righteous man,+ and 
hadst not disobeyed me, nor slighted tlie commands 
which God sup^gested to me concerning the present 
state of affairs, and hadst not acted more hastily 
than the present circumstances required, thou 
wouldst have been permitted to reign a long time, 
and thy posterity after thee." So Samuel being 
grieved at what happened, returned home; but 
Saul came to tlie city Gibeah, with his son Jona- 
tlian, having only six hundred men with him ; and 
of these the greater part had no weapons, because 
of the scarcity of iron in that country, as well as of 
those that could make such weapons ; for, as we 
tthowed a little before, the Philistines liad not suf- 
fered them to have such iron or such workmen. 
Now tlie Philistines divided their army into tliree 
companies, and took as many roads, and laid waste 
tlie country of the Hebrews, while king Saul, and 
bin son Jonathan saw what was done, but were not 
able to defend the land, having no more than six 
hundred men with tliem ; but as he, and his son, 
and Abiah the high-pries^ who was of the posterity 
of EH tlie high- priest, were sitting upon a pret^ 
hi^h bill, and seeing the huid laid waste, they were 
mightily disturbed at it Now Saul*** son agreed 
wiUi his armour-bearer, that they would go pri- 
vately to the enemy's camp, and make a tummtand 
a disturbance among them ; and when the armour- 
bearer had readily promiiied to follow him whither- 
soever he should lead him, though he should be 
obliged to die in the attempt, Jonathan made use of 
the young man's assistance, and descended from 
tlie hill, and went to their enemies. Now the ene- 
my's camp was upon a precipice which had three 
tope, that ended in a small, but sliarp and long ex- 
tremity, while there was a rock that surrounded 
ttiem, like lines made to prevent tlie attacks of an 
enemy. There it so happened, Uiat tlie out-guards 
of the camp were neglected, because of the security 
that here arose from the situation of Uie place, and 
because they thought it altogether inipoasible, not 
only to ascend up to the camp on tliat quarter, 
but so much as to come near it. As soon, there- 
fore, as they came to the camp, Jonatlian encou- 
raged his armour-bearer, and said to him, ** Let us 
attack our enemies ; and if, when they see us, tliey 
bid us come up to them, take that for a signal of 
victory ; but if they say notliing, as not intending 
to invite us to come up, let us return back again. 
So when they were approaching to the enemy's 
camp, just after break of day, and the Philistines 
saw them, they said one to another, " The Hebrews 
come out of tlieir dens and caves ;*' and they said 
to Jonathan and to his armour-bearer, '* Come on, 

1 Dy this ansvferorSamnsI, and that flrom adIvlaaeainmlnioB, whldl 
b ftiiler in 1 .<jam. xilL 14 : snd by that parallel Dole in the ApesteUcal 
ConftituUoos Ju«t now quoted. eoneeRiiii« the great wlchedoees of Sanl 
in ventHring, even undt-r a aeeming ncvee*lty of aflhlrs, lo ttsinp tha 
prl«st*e ofllee, aad offer aacriflee without the priest, w* are in some de- 
gree able to an«wrr that quratlon wbieh 1 have ever thoiwht a very haal 
aas, vis. Whether, if there wera a city or euuntry of lay CbrisUaas with, 
out any dergj-man, it were lawful for the htitr alone to baptise, or 
celebrate the euebari>t, &e. or indeed whether they ahme eouM onlata 
themselves either bishops, priests, or deacons, for the due pcribnaanoa 
of such taeerdotal ministiations ; or whether they ought not rather, tUI 
they procure elergymen to eome among them, to oonflne Ihemaelveg 
within thoee hounds of pWty aad Christianity which bekmg alooe to tba 
btity ; Mich oartlculariy as ai« recommended in the flist book of tha 
A p ostolical Coostltutioaa, which neeullarly eaaeera the laity, and are 
Intimated in Olemeafs uadoabCod epistle, sset. 40. To which lattor 
opinluu I inelliie. 
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ascend up to us, that we may inflict a just punish- 
ment upon you, for your rash attempt upon us/' 
So SauPs son accept^ of that invitation, as what 
signified to him victory, and he immediately came 
out of the place whence they were seen by their 
enemies : so he changed his place, and came to the 
rock which had none to euard it, because of its own 
strength ; from thence they crept up with great la- 
bour and difficulty, and so far overcame by force 
the nature of the place till they were able to fight 
with their enemies. So they fell upon them as they 
were asleep, and slew about twenty of them, and 
thereby filled them with disorder and surprise, in- 
somuch that some of them threw away their entire 
armour and fled ; but the greatest purt, not know- 
ing one another, because they were of different na- 
tions, suspected one another to be enemies (for they 
did not imagine there were only two of the Hebrews 
that came up), and so they fought one against ano- 
ther ; and some of them died in the battle, and 
some, as they were flying away, were thrown down 
from the rock headlong. 

3. Now Saul's watemnen told the king that the 
camp of the Phihstines was in confusion ; then he 
inquired whether any body was gone away from 
the army ; and when he heard that his son, and 
with him his armour-bearer, were absent, he bade 
tlie high-priest take the garments of his high-priest- 
hood, and prophesy to him what success they should 
have ; who said Uiat they should get the victory, 
and prevail against their enemies. So he went out 
after the Philistines, and set upon them as they 
were slaying one another. Those also who had 
fled to dens and caves, upon hearing that Saul was 
gaining a victory, came running to him. When, 
therefore, the number of tlie Hebrews that came 
to Saul amounted to about ten thousand, he pur- 
sued the enemy, who were scattered all over the 
country ; but then he fell into an action, which was 
a very unhappy one, and liable to be very much 
blamed ; for, whether out of ignorance, or whether 
out of joy for a victory gained so strangely (for it 
frequently happens that persons so fortunate are 
not then able to use their reason consistently), as 
he was desirous to avenge himself, and to exact a 
due punishment of the Philistines, he denounced a 
eui'se* upon the Hebrews : That if any one put a 
btop to his slaughter of the enemy, and fell on 
eating, and left off the slaughter or the pursuit be- 
foi*e the night came on, and obliged them so to do, 
he should be accursed. Now after Saul had de- 
nounced tliis curse, since they were now in a wood 
belonging to the tribe of Ephraim, which was thick 
and full of bees, Saul's son, who did not hear his 
father denounce that curse, nor hear of the appro- 
bation the multitude gave to it, broke off a piece 
of a honey-comb, and ate part of iL But, in the 
meantime, he was informed with what a curse his 
father had forbidden tliem to taste any thing be- 
fore sun- setting : so he left off eating, and said his 
father had not done well in this prohibition, be- 
cause, had they taken some food, they had pursued 
the enemy with greater vigour and alacrity, and 
had both taken and slain many more of their 
enemies. 

• This iwb row or eurw of Saul, whteh Joatpbns Mr* «aa oonflnnod 
br Um people, and yet doc oxMutod, I ■uppono principally beoauM Jo. 
Mitbao did not know of it, la 90ry Nmarkabto ; It being of the esMooe 
of the obligation of aO law , that tboT be lufllciontljr known and pro. 
mulgaled, otberwiae the oonduot of Providcnee, a« to the Meredneai ot 
■okma oatlM and vowa, in Uod a rafbaing to aoawcr by TJrlm till IU« 
bnaeh of Saul'a row or euno wm underttood and aet right, and Ood 
propitiated b/ publio prayer, 1% here very remarkable, aa indeed it la 
trarywhereeUelatheoidn! 



4. When therefore they had slain many ten 
thousands of the Philistines, they fell upon spoiling 
the camp of the Philistines, but not till late in the 
evening. They also took a great deal of prey and 
cattle, and killed them, and ate them with their 
blood. This was told to the king by the scribes, 
that the multitude were sinning against God as 
they sacrificed, and were eating before the blood 
was well washed away, and the flesh was made 
clean. Then did Saul give order that a great 
stone should be rolled into the midst of them, and 
he made proclamation that they should kill theix 
sacrifices upon it, and not feed upon the flesh with 
the blood, for that was not acceptable to God. And 
when all the people did as the long commanded 
them, Saul erected an altar there, and offered 
burnt-offerings upon it to God.t This was the flrst 
altar that Saul built 

5. So when Saul was desirous of leading his men 
to the enemy's camp before it was day, in order to 
plunder it, and when the soldiers were not unwill- 
mg to follow him, but indeed showed great readi- 
ness to do as he commanded them, the king called 
Ahitub the high-priest, and enjouied him to know 
of God whether he would grant them tlie favour and 
permission to go against the enemy's camp, in order 
to destroy tlioee that were in it ; and when the 
priest said that God did not give any answer, Saul 
replied, ** And not without some cause does God 
refuse to answer wliat we inquire of him, while yet 
a little while ago he declared to us all that we de- 
sired before-hand, and even prevented us in his 
answer. To be sure, there is some sin against him 
that is concealed from us, which is the occasion of 
his silence. Now I swear by him himself, that 
though he that hath committed this sin should prove 
to be my own son Jonathan, I will sUy him, and 
by that means will appease Uie anger of God against 
us, and that in the very same manner as if I were 
to punish a stranger, and one not at all related t6 
me, for the same offence." So when the multitude 
cried out to him so to do, he presently set all the 
rest on one side, and he and his son stood on the 
other side, and he sought to discover the offender 
by lot Now the lot appeared to fidl upon Jona- 
than himself. So when he was asked bv his father 
what sin he had been guilty of, and what he was 
conscious of in the course of his life that might be 
esteemed instances ot guilt or profaneness, his 
answer was this : '' O faUier, I have done nothing 
more tlian tliat yesterday, without knowing of the 
curse and oath thou hadst denounced, while I was 
in pursuit of the enemy, I tasted of a honey- comb." 
But Saul sware that he would slay him, and prefer 
the observation of his oath, before all the ties ot 
birtli and nature ; and Jonathan was not dismayed 
at tliis threatenmg of death, but, offering himself to 
it generously and undauntedly, he said, ^ Nor do I 
desire you, father, to spare me : death will be to me 
very acceptable, when it proceeds from thy piety, 
and after a glorious victory ; for it is the greatest 
consolation to me that I leave the Hebrews vic- 
torious over the Philistines." — Hereupon all the 
people were very sorry, and greatly afflicted for 
Jonathan ; and they sware that they would not 
overlook Jonathan, and see him die, who was the 

f HaNw«bBf«alinnMf«lndkatloiia of Saul-a affliotntlon of tfeapoU^. 
power, and of hit entrenching opon the prieathood, and makina and 
•Bdcavouring to eaecute a taah vow or cone, without eonaulting Samvd 
or the eanhedrlm. In this view ii la aLo that I look upon thla erection 
of a new altar by Saul, and hka offvring of bunii.vfl«riiiga hiowelf uimni 
it, nn<l not as wiy prwper inatanveuf detotiun or rellgwn, with etnci 
eoDinienialwck 
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author of their yictory. By which means they 
Boatehed him out of the danger he was in from his 
lather's curse, while they made their prayers to 
God also for the young man, that he would remit 
his sin. 

6. So Saul, having slain about sixty thousand of 
the enem^', returned home to his own city, and 
reigned happily : and he also fouzht against the 
neighbouring nations, and subdued me Ammonites, 
snd Moabites, and Philistines, and Edomites, and 
Amalekites, as also the king of Zobah. He had 
three male children, Jonathan, and Isui, and Mel- 
chbhua ; with Merab and Michal his daughters. 
He had also Abner, his uncle's son, for the captain 
cf his host : that uncle's name was Ner. Now Ner 
and Kish, the father of Saul, were brothers. Saul 
had also a great many chariots and horsemen, and 
against whomsoever he made war he returned con- 
queror, and advanced Uie affairs of the Hebrews to 
a great degree of success and prosperity, and made 
them superior to other nations ; and he made such 
of the young men as were remarkable for tallness 
and comeliness, the guards of his body. 



CHAPTER VII. 
Saul's waa with the amalekites, akd conquest 

OF THEM. 

\ I. Now Samuel came unto Saul, and said to him, 
Ikat he was sent by Grod to put him in mind that 
-aod had preferred him before all others, and or- 
dained him king ; that he therefore ousht to be 
obe<Uent to him, and to submit to his authority, as 
considering, that though he had the dominion over 
the other tribes, yet tiiat God had the dominion 
over him, and over all tilings ; that accordingly 
God said to him, that ** because die Amalekites did 
the Hebrows a great deal of mischief while they 
were in the wilderness, and when, upqn their oom- 
mg out of Egypt, they were making their way to 
that oonntry which is now their own, I enjoin thee 
to punish the Amalekites, by making war upon 
them, and when thou hast subdued them, to leave 
none of them alive, but to pursue them through 
every age, and to slay them, beginning with the 
women and the infants, and to require this as a 
punishment to be inflicted upon them for the mis- 
chief they did to our forefathers : to spare nothing, 
neither aases nor other beasts ; nor to reserve any 
of them for your own advantage and possession, but 
lo devote them nniversallv to God, and, in obedi- 
ence to the commands of MoseSy to blot out the 
name of Amalek entirely."* 

2. So Saul promised to do what he was com- 
manded ; and supposing that his obedience to God 
would be shown, not only in making war against 
the Amaleldtes, but mora fuUv in the readiness and 
c^uicknesB of his proceedings, he made no delay, but 
immediately gathered together all hia forces ; and 
when he had numbered them in Gilgal, he found 
them to be about four hundred thousand of the Is- 
taelitesy besides the tribe of Judah, for that tribe 
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contained by itself thirty thousand. Accordinffly 
Saul made an irruption into the country of Uie 
Amalekites, and set many men in several parties in 
ambush at the river, that so he might not only do 
them a mischief by open fighting, but mieht fall 
upon them unexpectedly in the ways, and might 
thereby compass them round kbout, and kill them. 
And when he had joined battle with the enemy, he 
beat them ; and pursuing them as they fled, he de- 
stroyed them all. And when that undertaking had 
succeeded, according as God had foretold, he set 
upon the cities of Uie Amalekites ; he besieged 
them, and took them by force, partly by warhke 
machines, partly by mines dug under ground, and 
partly by buildin^^ walls on the outsides. Some 
they starved out with famine, and some they gained 
by other methods ; and after all, he betook himseh 
to slay the women and the children, and thought 
he did not act therein either barbarously or inhu- 
manly ; first, because they were enemies whom he 
thus treated, and, in the next place, because it was 
done by the command of God, whom it wasdan^r- 
ous not to obey. He also took Agaff, the enemies' 
king, captive ; — the beauty and tallness of whose 
body he admired so much, that he thought him 
worthy of preservation : yet was not this done how- 
ever, according to the will of God, but by giving 
way to human passions, and suffering himself to be 
moved with an unseasonable commiseration, in a 
point where it was not safe for him to indulge it ; 
for God hated the nation of the Amalekites to such 
a degree, that he commanded Saul to have no pity 
on even those infants which we by nature chiefly 
compassionate ; but Saul preserved their king and 
governor from the miseries which the Hebrews 
brought on the people, as if he preferred the flue 
appearance of the enemy to the memory of what 
God had sent him about The multitude were also 

fuilty, together with Saul ; for they spared the 
erds, and the flocks, and took them for a prey, 
when God had commanded the^ should not spare 
them. They also carried off with them the rest of 
their wealth and ri^es ; but ifthero were any thing 
that was not worUiy of regard, that they destroyed. 

3. But when Saul had conquered all these Ama- 
lekites that reached from Pelusium of Egypt to the 
Red Sea, he laid waste all the rest of the enemy's 
country : but for the nation of the Shecfaemites, he 
did not touch them, although they dwelt in the very 
middle of Uie country of Midian ; for, before the 
battle, Saul had sent to them, and charged them to 
depart thence, lest they should be partakers of Uie 
miseries of the Amalekites ; for he had a just occa- 
sion for saving them, since Uiey were of the kindred 
of Ragiiel, Moses's father-in-law. 

4. Hereupon Saul returned home with ioy, for 
the glorious things he had done, and for the con- 
quest of his enemies, as though he had not neg- 
lected any thing which the prophet had enjoined 
him to do when he was going to make war with the 
Amalekites, and as though he had exaeUy observed 
aU that he ought to have done. But God was 
grieved tliat the king of the Amalekites was pre- 
served alive, and that Uie muhitnde had seized on 
the catUe for a prey, because these things were 
done without lus permission ; for he thought it an 
intolerable thing that they should conquer and 
overcome their enemies bv that power which be 
gave them, and then that he himself should be so 
grossly despised and disobeyed by them, that a 
mere man that was a king would uot U»ar it. U« 
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therefore told Samuel the prophet, that he repented 
that he had made Saul king, while he did nothing 
that he had commanded him, but indulged his own 
inclinations. When Samuel heard that, he was in 
confusion ; and began to beseech God all that ni^ht 
to be reconciled to Saul, and not to be angry with 
him ; but he did not grant that forgiveness to Saul 
which tlie prophet asked for, as not deeming it a fit 
thing to grant forgiveness of [such] sins at his en- 
treaties, since injuries do not otherwise grow so 
^at as by the easy tempers of those that are in- 
jured ; for while they hunt after the glory of being 
thought gentle and good-natured, before they ai'e 
aware, tliey produce other sins. As soon, &ere- 
fore, as God had rejected the intercession of the 
prophet, and it phiinly appeared he would not 
change his mind, at break of day Samuel came to 
Saul at Gilffal. When the kmg saw him, he ran 
to him, and embraced him, and said, *' I return 
thanks to God, who hath given me the victory, for 
I have performed every tiling that he hath com- 
manded me." To which Samuel replied, ^ How is 
it then that I hear the bleating of tne sheep, and 
the lowing of the greater cattle in the camp V* 
Saul made answer that the people had reserved 
them for sacrifices ; but that, as to the nation of 
the Amalekites, it was entirely destroyed, as he 
had received it in command to see done, and that 
no man was left ; but that he had saved alive the 
king alone, and brought him to him, concerning 
whom, he said they would advise together what 
should be done wiui him. But the prophet said, 
** God is not delighted with sacrifices, but witli good 
and with righteous men, who are such as follow his 
will and his laws, and never tiiink that any tiling is 
well done by them but when they do it as God had 
commanded them : that he then looks upon himself 
as affronted, not when any one does not sacrifice, 
but when any one appears to be disobedient to him. 
But that from tliose who do not obey him, nor pay 
him that duty which is the alone true and accepta- 
ble worship, he will not kindly accept their obla- 
tions, be those they offer ever so many and so fat, 
and be the presents tliey make him ever so orna- 
mental, nay, though they were made of gold and 
diver themselves, but he will reject them, and es- 
teem them instances of wickedness, and not of piety. 
And that he is delighted with those that still bear 
in mind this one thing, and this only, how to do that, 
whatsoever it be, which God pronounces or com- 
mands for them to do, and to choose rather to die 
than to transgress any of those commands ; nor 
does he require so much as a sacrifice from them. 
And when these do sacrifice, though it be a mean 
oblation, he better accepts of it as the honour of 
poverty, than such oblations as come from the rich- 
est men that offer them to him. Wherefore, take 
notice, that thou art under the wrath of God, for 
thou hast despised and neglected what he command- 
ed thee. How dost thou then suppose that he will 
respect a sacrifice out of such things as he hath 
doomed to destruction t unless perhaps thou dost 
imagine tliat it is almost all one to offer it in sacri- 
fice to God as to destroy it Do thou thei*efore 
expect that thy kingdom will be taken from tliee, 
and that authority which thou hast abused by such 
insolent behaviour, as to neslect that God who be- 
stow it upon thee." Then did Saul confess that he 
had acted unjustly, and did not deny that he had 
sinned, because be had transgressed the injunctions 
of tlie prophet ; but he said that it was out of a 



dread and fear of the soldiers, that he did not pro- 
hibit and restrain them when they seized on the 
prey. '' But forgive me," said he, '' and be merci- 
ful to me, for I will be cautious how I offend for 
the time to come." He also entreated the prophet 
to go back with him, tliat he might offer his 
thank-offerings to God ; but Samuel went home, 
because he saw that God would not be reconciled 
to him. 

5. But then Saul was so desirous to retain Sam- 
uel, that he took hold of his cloak, and because the 
vehemence of SamuePs departure made the motion 
to be violent, the cloak was rent Upon which the 
prophet said, that after the same manner should 
the kingdom be rent from him, and that a good and 
a fust man should take it ; tliat God persevered in 
what he had decreed about him ; that to be muta- 
ble and changeable in what is determined, is agree- 
able to human passions only, but is not agreeable 
to the Divine Power. Hereupon Saul said that he 
had been wicked ; but that what was done, could 
not be undone : he therefore desired him to honour 
him so far, that the multitude might see that he 
would accompany him in worshipping God. So 
Samuel granted him that favour, and went with him 
and worriiipped God. Agag also, the kine of tlie 
Amalekites, was brought to him ; and when the 
king asked. How bitter death >vas 1 Samuel said, 
^ /^ thou liast made many of the Hebrew mothers 
to lament and bewail tlie loss of their children, so 
shalt thou, by thy death, cause thy mother to lament 
thee also." Accordingly he gave order to slay him 
immediately at Gilgal, and dien went away to the 
city Ramah. 



CHAPTER VIII. 
HOW, UPON Saul's transgression of the prophet*^ 

COMMANDS, SAMUEL ORDAINED ANOTHER PERSON TO 
BE KING PRIVATELY, WHOSE NAME WAS DATID, AM 
GOD COMMANDED HIM. 

§ 1. Now Saul being sensible of the miserable con- 
dition he had brought himself into, and that he had 
made God to be his enemy, he went up to his royal 
palace at Gibeah, which name denotes a hUl, and 
after that day he came no more into the presence 
of the prophet And when Samuel mourned for 
him, God bid him leave off his concern for him, and 
to take the holy oil, and go to Bethlehem to Jesse 
the son of Obed, and to anoint such of his sons as 
he should show him for their future king. But 
Samuel said, he was afraid lest Saul, when he came 
to know of it, should kill him, either by some private 
method, or evea openly. But upon God's suggest- 
ing to him a safe way of going thitlier, he came to 
the forementioned city ; and when they all saluted 
him, and asked what was the occasion of his oom- 
inff, he told them, he came to sacrifioe to God. 
When, therefore, he had gotten the sacrifice ready, 
he called Jesse and his sons to partake of those 
sacrifices ; and when he saw his eldest son to be a 
tall and handsome man, he guessed by his comeli- 
ness that he was the person who was to be their 
future king. But he was mistaken in judging 
about God's providence ; for when Samuel inquired 
of God whether he should anoint this youth whom 
he so admired, and esteemed worthy of the king- 
dom, God said, " Men do not see as God seeth. 
Thou indeed hast respect to the fine appearance of 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



aNTU^UITIES of the JEW&. 



135 



Hub youth, and thenoe esteemest him worthy of the 
kingdom, while I propose the kingdom as a reward, 
not of the beauty of bodies, but of the yirtue of 
Bonis, and I inqnire after one that is perfeotlpr 
eomely in that respect ; I mean one who is beauti- 
fol in piety, and nehteousness, and fortitude, and 
obedience ; for in mem oonsists the comeliness of 
the soul." When God had said this, Samuel bade 
Jesse to show him all his sons. So he made fi7e 
others of his sons to come to him : of all of whom, 
Eliab was the eldest, Aminadab the second. Sham- 
mah the third, Nathaniel the fourth, Rael the fifth, 
and Asam tiie sixth. And when the prophet saw 
that these were no way inferior to ^e eldest in 
their countenances, he inquired of God which of 
them it was that he chose for their king ; and when 
God said it was none of them, he askcS Jesse whe- 
ther he had not some other sons besides these ; and 
when he said that he had one more, named David, 
bnt that he was a shepherd, and took care of the 
flocks, Samuel bade them call him immediately, for 
that till he was come they ooald not possibly sit 
down to the feast Now, as soon his father had sent 
for Dayid, and he was come, he appeared to be of 
a yellow complexion, of a sharp sieht, and a comely 
person in other respects also. Tiiis is he, said 
aamnel priTately to himself, whom it pleases God 
to make our king. So he sat down to the feast, and 
placed the youth under him, and Jesse also, with 
his other sons ; after which he took oil in the pre- 
sence of David, and anointed him, and whispered 
him in the ear, and acquainted him that God chose 
him to be their king ; and exhorted him to be righ- 
teous, and obedient to his commands, for that by 
this means his kingdom would continue for a long 
time, and that his house should be of great splen- 
dour, and celebrated in the world ; that he should 
overthrow the Philistines ; and tiiat against what 
nations soever he should make war, he should be 
the conqueror, and survive the flght ; and that 
while he lived he should enjoy a glonous name, and 
leave such a name to his posterity also. 

2. So Samuel, when he had given him these ad- 
monitions, went away. But the Divine Power de- 
parted from Saul, and removed to David, who, 
upon this removal of the Divine Spirit to him, be- 
gan to prophesy ; but as for SaiU, some strange 
and demoniacal disorders came upon him, and 
brought upon him such saffocations as were ready 
to choke him ; for which the physicians could find 
no other remedy but this, That if any person could 
ebann those passions by singing, and playing upon 
the harp, they advised them to inquire for such a 
ope, and to observe when these demons came upon 
him and disturbed him, and to take care that such 
a person might stand over him, and play upon the 
harp, and recite hymns to him.* Accordingly 
Saul did not deky, but commanded them to seek 
oat nch a man ; and when a certain stander-by 
■aid he had seen in the dty of Bethlehem a son of 
Jesse, who was yet no more than a child in age, 
but comely and beautiful, and in other respects one 
that was deserving of great regard, who was skilful 
in playing on the harp, and in singing of h}Tnns 
[and an excellent soldier in war], he sent to Jesse, 
And desired him to take David away from the 
flodis, and send him to him, for he had a mind to 
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see him, as having heard an advantaffeona cfaarao* 
ter of his comeliness and his valour. So Jesse sent 
his son, and gave him presents to carry to Saul ; 
and when he was come, Saul was pleased with him, 
and made him his armour-bearer, and had him in 
very great esteem ; for he charmed his passion, 
and was the only physician against the trouble he 
had from the demons, whensoever it was that it 
came upon him, and this by reciting of hymns, and 
playing upon the harp, and bringing Siaul to his 
right mind again. However, he sent to Jesse, the 
father of the child, and desired him to permit Da- 
vid to stay with him, for that he was delighted with 
his sight and company, which stay, that he might 
not contradict Saul, he granted. 



CHAPTER IX. 

HOW THE PHILISTINES M4DB ANOTHER EXPEDITION 
AGAINST THE HEBREWS, UNDER THE REION OF 
SAUL ; AND HOW THET WERE OVBROOMB BT DA- 
VIO'S SLATING GOLIATH IN SINGLE COMBAT. 

§^1. Now the Philistines gatnered themselves to- 

Cther again, no very long time afterward ; and 
ving gotten together a great army, tliey made 
war against the Israelites ; and havine seized a 
place between Shochfth and Azekah, uey there 
pitched their camp. Saul also drew out his army 
to oppose them ; and by pitching his own camp on 
a certain hill, he forced the Philistines to leave 
their former camp, and to encamp themselves upon 
such another hill, over-against that on which Siml'a 
army lay, so tliat a valley, which was between the 
two hills on which they lay, divided their camps 
asunder. Now there came down a man out of the 
camp of the Pliilistines, whose name was Goliath, 
of the city of Oath, a man of vast bulk, for he was 
of four cubits and a span in tallness, and had about 
him weapons suitable to the largeness of his body, 
for he had a breast-phite on that weighed five thou- 
sand shekels : he had also a helmet and greaves of 
brass, as Urge as yon would naturally suppose might 
cover the limbs of so vast a body. His spear was 
also such as was not carried like a light thmg in his 
right hand, but he carried it as lying on his shoul- 
ders. He had also a lance of six hundred shekels ; 
and many followed him to carry his armour. 
Wherefore this Goliath stood between the two ar- 
mies, as they were in battle-array, and sent out a 
loud voice, and said to Saul and the Hebrews, << I 
will free you from fighting and from dangers ; for 
what necessity is there that your army should fall 
and be afOicted t Give me a man of you that will 
fight with me, and he that conquers shall have the 
reward of the conqueror, and determine the war ; 
for these shall serve those others to whom the con- 
queror shall belong ; and certainly it is much bet- 
ter and more prudent to gam what yon desire by 
the hazard of one man than of all.** When he had 
said this, he retired to his own camp ; but the next 
day he came again, and used the same words, and 
did not leave off for forty days together, to challengpe . 
the enemy in the same words, till Saul and ms 
army were therewith terrified, while they put them* 
selves in array as if they would fight, but did not 
come to a dose battle. 

2. Now while this war between the Hebrews and 
the Philistines was going on, Saul sent away David 
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to his fiither Jesse, and contented himself with those 
three sons of his whom he had sent to his assistance, 
and to be partners in the dangers of the war : and 
at first David returned to feed his ^eep and his 
flocks ; but after no long time he came to the camp 
of the Hebrews, as sent by his father, to carry pro- 
Tisions to his brethren, and to know what they were 
doing ; while Goliath came asain, and challenged 
them and reproached them, that they had no man 
of valour among them that durst come down to 
fight him ; and as David was talking with his bre- 
thren about the business for which his father had 
sent him, he heard the Philistine reproaching and 
abusing the army, and had indignation at it, 
and said to his brethren, << I am ready to fight a 
single combat with this adversary." Whereupon 
Eliab, his eldest brother, reproved him, and said 
that he spake too rashly and improperly for one of 
his age, an^ bid him go to his flocks and to his fa- 
ther. So he was abashed at his brother's words, 
and went away, but still he spake to some of the 
soldiers that he was willing to fight with him that 
challenged them. And when they had informed 
Saul what was the resolution of the young man, the 
king sent for him to come to him : and when the 
king asked what he had to say, he replied, « king, 
be not cast down, nor afraid, for I will depress the 
insolence of this adversary, and will go down and 
fight with hun, and will bring him under me as tall 
and as great as he is, till he shall be sufficiently 
laughed at, and thy army shall get great glory when 
he shall be slain by one that is not yet of man's es- 
tate, neither fit for fighting, nor capable of being 
mtrusted with tlie marshalling an army, or ordering 
a batUe, but by one that looks like a child, and is 
really no older in age than a child." 

3. Now Saul wondered at the boldness and ala- 
crity of David, but durst not presume on his ability, 
by reason of his age ; but said, he must on that 
account be too weak to fight with one that was 
skilled in the art of war. ^' I undertake this enter- 
prise, ' said David, « in dependence on God's being 
with me, for I have had experience already of his 
assistance ; for I once pursued after and caught a 
Uou that assaulted my flocks, and took away a lamb 
from them, and I snatehed the lamb from out of 
the wild beast's mouth, and when he leaped upon 
me with violence, I took him by the tail, and dash- 
ed him against the gix)UBd. In the same manner 
did 1 avenge myself on a bear also ; and let this 
adversary of ours be esteemed like one of these 
wild beaste, since he has a long while reproached 
our army and blasphemed our God, who yet will 
reduce him under my power." 

4. However, Said prayed that the end might be, 
by God s assistance, not disagreeable to the alacrity 
and boldness of the child ; and said, *' Go thy way 
to the fight" So he put about him his breast- 
plate, and girded on his sword, and fitted the hel- 
met to his head, and sent him away. But David 
was burdened with his armour, for he had not been 
exercised to it, nor had he learned to walk with it ; 
so he said, « Let this armour be thine, O king, who 
art able to bear it ; but eive me leave to fight as 
thy servant, and as I myself desire." Accordingly 
be laid by the armour, and taking his staff with 
him, and putting five stones out of the brook into a 
8he;phei:d's bag, and having a sling in Yds right 
band, he went towards Goliath. But the adversary 
■eeing him come in such a manner, disdained him, 
^d jested upon him* as if he had not such weapons 



with him as are nsoal when one man fighte against 
another, bat such as are used in driving away and 
avoiding of dogs ; and said, *' Dost thou take me 
not for a man, but a dog t" To which he replied, 
*' No, not for a dog, but for a creature worse than 
a dog." This provoked Groliath to anger, who 
thereupon cursed him by the name of God, and 
threatened to give his flesh to the beaste of the 
earth, and to the fowls of the air, to be torn in 
pieces by them. To whom David answered, ^ Thou 
comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and 
with a breast-plate ; but I have God for my armonr 
in coming against thee, who will destroy thee and 
all thy army by my hands ; for I will this day cut 
off thy head, and cast tlie other parte of thy body 
to the dogs ; and all men shall learn that God is 
the protector of the Hebrews, and that our armour 
and our strength is in his providence ; and that 
without God's assistance, all other warlike prepa- 
rations and power are useless." So the Philistme 
being retarded by the weight of his armour, when 
he attempted to meet David in haste, came on but 
slowly, as despisinff him, and depending upon it 
that he should slay him who was both unarmed and 
a child also, without any trouble at alL 

5. But the youth met his antagonist being ac- 
companied with an invisible assistant, who was no 
other than God himself. And taking one of the 
stones that he had out of the brook, and had put 
into his shepherd's bag, and fitting it to his sling, 
he shing it against the Philistine. This stone fell 
upon his forehead, and sank into his brain, inso- 
much that Goliath was stunned, and fell upon his 
face. So David ran, and stood upon his adversary 
as he lay down, and cut off his head with his own 
sword ; for he had no sword himself. And upon 
the fall of Goliath, the Philistines were beaten, and 
fled ; for when they saw their champion prostrate 
on the ground, they were afraid of the entire issue 
of their affairs, and resolved not to stey any longer, 
but committed themselves to an ignominious and 
indecent flight, and thereby endeavoured to save 
themselves from the dangers they were in. But 
Saul and the entire army of the Hebrews made a 
shout and rushed upon them, and slew a great 
number of them, and pursued the rest to the bor- 
ders of Gath, and to the gatos of Ekron ; so that 
there were slain of the Philistines thirty thousand, 
and twice as many wounded. But Saul returned 
to their camp, and pulled their fortifications to 
pieces, and burnt it ; but David carried the bead 
of Goliath into his own tent, but dedicated his 
sword to God [at the tebemacle]. 



CHAPTER X. 

SAUL ENVIflS DAVID FOR HIS OL0RI008 BDOCSJy 
AND TAKES AN OCCASION OP ENTRAPPTNO HIM, 
FROM THE PROMISE HE HADE HIM OF aiTINQ 
HIM BIS DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE ; BOT THIS 
UPON CONDITION OF BRINGING HIM SIX HUNDRED 
HEADS OF THE PHILISTINES. 

§ 1. Now the women were an occasion of Saul's 
envy and hatred to David ; for they came to meet 
their victorious army with cymbals and drums, and 
ail demonstrations of joy, and sang thus ; the wives 
said, that << Saul had ijbin his many thousands of 
I tlie Philistines i** the virgins replied, that '* David 
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has slain his ten thousands." Now, when the king 
heaid them singing thus, and that he had himself 
the smallest share in their commendations, and the 
greater number, the ten thousands, were ascribed 
to the young man ; and when he considered with 
himself that there was notliing more wanting to 
David, after such a mighty appkuse, but the king- 
dom, be began to be afraid and suspicious of David. 
Accordingly he renkored him from the station he 
was in bcSbre, for he was his armour-bearer, which, 
out of fear, seemed to him much too near a station 
for hun ; and so he made him captain over a thou- 
sand, and bestowed on him a post better indeed in 
itself but, as he thought, more for his own securi- 
ty ; for he had a mind to send him against the 
eoemy, and into battles, as hoping he woiUd be slain 
in sudi dangerous conflicts. 

2. But I&vid had God going along with him 
whithersoever he went, and accordingly he greatly 
prospered in his undertakings, and it was visible 
that he had mighty success, insomuch that Saul's 
daogfater, who was still a virgin, fell in love with 
him ; and her affection so far prevailed over her, 
that it could not be concealed, and her father be- 
came acquainted with it Now Saul heard this 
gladly, as intending to make use of it for a snare 
Against David, and he hoped that it would prove 
the cause of destruction and of hazard to him ; so 
he told those that informed him of his daughter's 
affection, that he would willingly give David the 
virgin in maniage, and said, ** 1 engase myself to 
marry my daughter to him if he will bring me six 
hundred heads of my enemies,* supposing tliat when 
a reward so ample was proposed to him, and when 
he should aim to get him great glory, by underta- 
king a thing so dangerous and incredible, he would 
immediately set about it, and so perish by the Phi- 
listines ; and my designs about hun will succeed 
finely to my mind, for I shall be freed from him, 
snd get him slain, not by myself, but by another 
maa.*^ So he gave order to his servants, to try 
how David would relish Uiis proposal of marrying 
the damseL Acoordinely, they began to speak thus 
to him : That kiog Saul bved him, as well as did all 
the people, and that he was desirous of his affinity 
by the marriage of this damsel. To which he gave 
this answer : — ^' Seemeth it to you a light thing to 
be made the king's son-in-law ! It does not seem 
so to me, espedidly when I am one of a family that 
is low, and without any glory or honour." Now 
when Saul was informed by his servants what 
answer David had made, he said,—" Tell him that 
I do not want any money or dowry from him, which 
would be rather to set my daughter to sale than to 
give her in marriage ; but I desire only such a son- 
in-law as hath in him fortitude, and all other kinds 
of virtae>" of which he saw D^vid was possessed, 
tad that his desire was to receive of him, on ac- 
^unt of marrying his daughter, neither gold nor 
■ilver, nor that he should bring such wealSi out of 
his fiuher's house, but only some revenge on the 
Philistines, and indeed six hundred of their heads, 
than which a more desirable or a more glorious 
present could not be brought him ; and that he had 
much ratiier obtain this than any of the accustomed 
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dowries for his daughter, viz. that she should be 
married to a man of that character, and to one who 
had a testimony as having conquered his enemies. 
8. When these words of Saul were brought to 
David, he was pleased with them, and supposed 
that Saul was really desirous of this affinity with 
him ; so that without bearing to deliberate any 
longer, or casting about in hin mind whether what 
was proposed was possible, or was difficult or not, 
he and his companions immediately set upon the 
enemy, and went about doing what was proposed 
as the condition of the marriage. Accordingly, 
because it was God who made afi things easy and 
possible to David, he slew many [of the Philis- 
tines], and out off the heads of six hundred of them, 
and came to the kin^, and by showing him these 
heads of the Philistines, required that he might 
have his daughter in marriage. Accordingly Saul, 
having no way of getting off his engagements, as 
tliinkmg it a base wing either to seem a liar when 
he promised him this marriage, or to appear to 
have acted treacherously by him, in puttmg hira 
upon what was in a manner impossible, in order to 
liave him slain, he gave him his daughter in mar- 
riage : her name was Michal. 



CHAPTER XI. 

HOW DAVID, UPON SAUL'B LAYING BNAEBS FOB BIN, 
DID YBT B8CAPE THE DANGERBHB WAS IN, DT THE 
AFFECTION AND CARE OP JONATHAN, AND THE CON- 
TRIVANCES OF HIS WIFE mCHAL ; AND HOW HR 
CAME TO SAMUEL THE PROPHET. 

§ 1. However, Saul was not disposed to persevere 
long in the state wherein he was ; for when he saw 
that David was in great esteem both with God and 
with the multitude, he was afraid ; and being not 
able to conceal his fear as concerning great things, 
his kingdom and his life, to be deprived of either of 
which was a very great calamity, he resolved to 
have David slain ; and commanded his son Jona- 
than and his most faithful servants to kill him : but 
Jonathan wondered at his father's change with re- 
lation to David, that it should be made to so great 
a degree, from showing him no snmll good-will, to 
contrive how to have him killed. Now, because he 
loved the young man, and reverenced him for his 
virtue, he informed him of the secret charge his 
father had given him, and what his intentions wei-e 
concerning nim. However, he advised him to take 
care and be absent the next day, for that he would 
salute his father, and, if he met with a favourable 
opportunity, he would discourse witli him about 
him, and learn the cause of his disgust, and show 
how little ground there was for it, and Uiatfor it he 
ought not to kill a man that had done so many good 
things to the multitude, and had been a benefactor 
to himself, on account of which he ousht in reason 
to obtam pardon, had he been guilty of the greatest 
crimes : and *' I will then inform thee of my father's 
resolution." Accordiuffly David complied with 
such an advantageous advice, and kept himself then 
out of the king's sight 

2. On the next day Jonathan came to Sanl, as 
soon as he saw him in a cheerful and joyful dispo- 
sition, and began to introduce a discourse about 
David : << What unjust action, father, either Uttle 
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or great, hast thon found so exceptionable in David, 
as to induce thee to order us to slay a man who 
hath been of great advantage to thy own preserva- 
tion, and of still greater to the punishment of the 
Philistines t A man who hath delivered the peo- 
ple of the Hebrews from reproach and derision, 
which they underwent for forty days together, when 
he alone had courage enoueh to sustain the chal- 
lenge of the adversary, and after that brought as 
many heads of our enemies as he was appointed to 
bring, and had, as a reward for the same, my sister 
in marriage : insomuch that his death would be 
very sorrowful to us, not only on account of his 
virtue, but on account of the nearness of our rela- 
tion ; for thy daughter must be injured at the same 
time that he is slain, and must be obliged to expe- 
rience widowhood before she can come to enjoy any 
advantage from their mutual conversation. Consi- 
der these things, and change your mind to a more 
merciful temper, and do no mischief to a man who, 
in the first place, hath done us the greatest kindness 
ol preserving thee ; for when an evil spirit and de- 
mons had seized upon thee, he cast them out, and 
procured rest to thy soul from their incursions : 
and, in tlie second place, hath avenged us of our 
enemies ; for it is a base thing to forget such bene- 
fits." So Saul was pacified with these words ; and 
Bware to his son that he would do David no harm ; 
for a righteous discourse proved too hard for the 
king's anger and fear. So Jonathan sent for David, 
and brought him good news from his father, that he 
was to be preserved. He also brought him to his 
father ; and David continued with the king, as 
formerly. 

3. About thb tune it was that, upon the Philis- 
tinee nmking a new expedition against the Hebrews, 
Saul sent David with an army to fight witli them ; 
and joining battle with them he slew many of them, 
and after his victory he returned to the king. But 
his reception by Saul was not as he expected upon 
such success, for he was grieved at his prosperity, 
because* he thought he would be more dangerous to 
him by having acted so gloriously : but when the 
demoniacal spirit came upon him, and put him into 
disorder, and disturbed him, he called for David 
mto his bed-chamber wherein he lay, and bavins a 
spear in his hand, he ordered him to charm him 
with playing on his harp, and with singing hymns ; 
which when David did at his command, he with great 
force threw the spear at him ; but David was aware 
of it before it came, and avoided it, and fled to his 
house, and abode there all that day. 

4. But at night the king sent officers, and com- 
manded that he should be watdied till the morning, 
lest he should get quite away, that he might come 
into the judgment-hall, and so might be delivered 
up, and condemned and slain. But when Michal, 
IHkvid's wife, the king*s daughter, understood what 
her father designed, she came to her husband, as 
having small hopes of his deliverance, and as greatly 
concerned about her own life also, for she could not 
bear to live in case she were deprived of him ; and 
she said, — *' Let not the sun find thee here when it 
rises, for if it do, that will be the last time it will 
Bee thee : fly away then while the night may afford 
the opportunity, and may God lengthen it for thy 
sake 1 for know this, that if my father find thee, 
thou art a dead man.'* So she let him down by a 
fsord out of the window, and saved him : and after 
Hiie had done so, she fittod up a bed for him as if 
ne were sick, and put under the bed-clothes a goat's 



liver ;* and when her father, as soon as it was day, 
sent to seize David, she said to those that were 
there, That he had not been well that night, and 
showed them the bed covered, and made them be- 
lieve, by the leaping of the liver, which caused die 
bed-clothes to move also, that David breathed like 
one that was asthmatic. So when those that were 
sent toid Saul that David had not been well in ^e 
night, he ordered him to be brought in that condi- 
tion, for he intended to kill him. Now when tliey 
came, and uncovered the bed, and found out the 
woman's contrivance, they told it to the kins ; and 
when her father complained of her that she had 
saved his enemy, and had put a trick upon himself, 
she invented tliis plausible defence for herself, and 
said. That when he threatened to kill her, she lent 
him her assistance for his preservation, out of fear ; 
for which her assistance she ought to be forgiven, 
because it was not done of her own free choice, but 
out of necessity : "For," said she, " I do not sup- 
pose that thou wast so zealous to kill thy enemy/ as 
thou wast that I should be saved." Accordingly 
Saul forgave the damsel ; but David, when he had 
escaped this danger, came to the prophet Samuel 
to lUmah, and told him what snare the king had 
laid for him, and how he was rery near to death by 
Saul's throwing a spear at him, although he had 
been no way guilty with relation to him, nor had 
he been cowardly in his battles with his enemies, 
but had succeeded well in them all, by God's as- 
sistance ; which thing was indeed the cause of Saul's 
hatred to David. 

5. When the prophet was made acquainted' with 
the unjust proceedings of the king, he left the city 
Ramah, and took David with him, to a certain 
place called Naioth, and there he abode with him. 
But when it was told Saul that David was witli the 
prophet, he sent soldiers to him, and ordered them 
to take him and bring him to him ; and when they 
came to Samuel, and found tliere a congregation of 
prophets, they became partakers of the Divine Spi- 
rit, and began to prophesy, which when Saul heard 
of, he sent others to David, who prophesying iu 
like manner as did the first, he again sent others ; 
which third sort prophesying also, at last he was 
angry, and went thitlier in great haste himself ; 
and when he was just by the place, Samuel, before 
he saw him, made him prophesy also. And when 
Saul came to him, he was disordered in mind,t and 
under the vehement agitation of a spirit ; and, 
putting off his garments^: he fell down, and lay on 
the ground all that day and night, in the presence 
of Samuel and David. 

6. And David went thence, and came to Jonathan, 
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the son of Saul, and lamented to him what snares 
were laid for him by his father ; and said, that 
Ihoagh he had been guilty of no evil, nor had 
offended against him, yet he was very zealous to 
get him killed. Hereupon Jonathan exhorted him 
not to give credit to such his own suspicions, nor 
to the odumnies of those that raised those reports, 
if there were any that did so, but to depend on him, 
and take courage ; for that his father had no such 
intentions, since he would have acquainted him 
with that matter, and liave taken his advice, had it 
been so, as he used to consult with him in common 
when he acted in other affairs. But Dnvid sware 
to him that so it was ; and he desired him rather 
to believe him, and to provide for his safety, than 
to despise what he, with great sincerity, told him : 
that he would believe what he said, when he should 
either see him killed himself, or le&m it upon in- 
quiry from others : and tliat the reason why his 
fiither did not tell him of tliese things, was this, 
that he knew of the friendsliip and affection tliat 
he bore towards him. 

7. Hereupon, when Jonathan found tliat tills in- 
tention of Saul was so well attested, he asked him 
what he would have him do for him t To which 
David replied, << I am sensible that thou art willing 
to gratify me in every tiling, and procure me what 
I desire. Now, to-morrow b the new moon, and 
1 was aoeustomed to sit down then with tlie king at 
sapper : now, if it seem good to thee, I will go out 
of the city, and conceal myself privately there ; and 
if Saul inquire why I am absent, tell him that I am 
gone to my own city Bethlehem, to keep a festival 
with my own tribe ; and add this also, tliat thou 
gavest me leave so to do. And if he say, as is 
usuallv said in the case of friends that are gone 
abroad. It is well that he went, then assure thyself 
that to latent mischief or enmity may be feared at 
his hand ; but if he answer otherwise, that will be 
a sure sign that he has some designs against me. 
Accordingly thou shalt inform me of tliy father's 
inclinations ; and that, out of pity to my case and 
out of thy friendship for me, as instances of whicli 
friendship thou hast vouchsafed to accept of the 
assuranees oi my love to thee, and to give tlie like 
asBuranoee to me, that is, tliose of a master to his 
servant ; but if thou discoverest anv mckeduess in 
me, do thou prevent Uiy father, and kill me thyself." 

8. But Jonathan lieard these Ust words with in> 
dignation, and promised to do what he desired of 
him, and to inform him if his fatlier's answers im- 
plied any thing of a melancholy nature, and any 
enmity against him. And that he might the more 
firmly depend upon him, he took him out into the 
open field, into the pure air, and sware tliat lie 
would neglect nothing that might tend to the pre- 
servation of David ; and he said, ** 1 appeal to that 
God, who, as thou seest, is diffused everywhere, 
and knoweth this intention of mine, before I explain 
it in words, as the witness of this my covenant with 
thee, that I will not leave off to make frequent trials 
of the purpose of my father till I Icam whether 
there be any lurking distemper in the most secret 
parts of his saul ; ajad when 1 have leamt it, I will 
not eonceal it from thee, but will discover it to 
thee, whether he he gently or peevishly disposed ; 
for this God himself knows, that I pray he may 
always be with thee, for he is with thee now, and 
^^ not forsake thee, and will make thee superior 
to thine enemies, whether my fatlicr be one of 
than, or whether I myself be such. Do thou only 



remember what we now do ; and if it fall out that 
I die, preserve my children alive, and requite what 
kindness thou hast now received, to them. When 
he had thus sworn, he dismisser David, bidding 
him go to a certain place of that plain wherein he 
used to perform his exercises ; for that, as soon as 
he knew the mind of his father, he would come thi* 
ther to him with one servant only ; ^ and if," says 
he, '* I shoot tliree darts at the maik, and then bid 
my servant to carry these three dai*ts away, for 
they are before him, — know tliou that there is no 
mischief to be feared from my father ; but if thoa 
hearest me say the contrary, expect the contrary 
from the king. However, thou slmlt gain security 
by my means, and shalt by no means suffer any 
harm ; but see tiiou dost not forget what I have 
desired of thee in the time of thy prosperity, and 
be serviceable to my children." Now IHivid, when 
he had received tliese assurances from Jonathan, 
went his way to the pUce appointed. 

9. But on the next day, which was the new moon, 
the king, when he had purified himself, as the cus- 
tom was, came to supper ; and when there sat by 
him his son Jonathan on his right hand, and Abner, 
the captain of his host, on tiie otlier hand, lie saw 
David's seat was empty, but said nothing, supposing 
that he had not purified himself since he had ae* 
companied with his wife, and so could not be present ; 
but when he saw that he was not there the second 
day of the month neither, he inquired of his son Jo- 
natlian why the son of Jesse did not come to the sup- 
per and the feast, neither the day before nor that day. 
So Jonathan said that he was gone, according to the 
agreement between them, to his own city, where 
his tribe kept a festival, and tliat by his permission : 
that he also invited him to come to their sacrifice ; 
'* and," says Jonathan, ^ if tliou wilt give me leave, 
I will go thither, for tliou knowest the good- will 
tiiat 1 bear him ;" and then it was tliat Jonatlian 
understood his father's hatred to David, and plainly 
saw his entire disposition ; for Saul could not re- 
strain his anger, but reproached Jonathan, and 
called him the son of a runagate, and an enemy ; 
and said he was a partner with David, and his as- 
sistant, and that by his behaviour he shewed he 
had no regard to himself, or to his mother, and 
would not be persuaded of this — that while David 
is alive, their kingdom was not secure to them ; 
yet did he bid him send for him, tliat he might be 
punished : and when Jonatlian said, in answer, 
** What hath he done that thou wilt punish him t" 
Saul no longer contented himself to express his 
anger in bare words, but snatched up his spear, and 
leaped upon him, and was desirous to kill him. 
He did not indeed do what he intended, because he 
was hindered by his friends ; but it appeared plainly 
to his son that he hated David, and gi^eatly desired 
to despatch him, insomuch that be iiad almost slam 
his son with his own bands on his account. 

10. And then it wss that the king's son rose 
hastily from supper ; and being unable to admit 
any thing into his mouth for grie^ he wept all nighty 
both because he had himself been near destruction, 
and because tlie death of David was determined ; 
but as soon as it was day, he went out into the 
plain that was before the city, as going to perform 
his exercises, but in reality to inform his friend 
what disposition his father was in towards him, as 
he had agreed witli him to do ; and when JonaUian 
had done what had been thus agreed, he dismissed 
his servant that followed him, to return to the city } 
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but he himself went hito the desert, and came into 
his presenoe, and oommuned with him. So Darid 
appeared and fell at Jonathan's feet, and bowed 
down to him, and called him the presenrer of his 
sool ; but he lifted him up from the earth, and they 
mutixally embraced one another, and made a long 
peetmg, and that not without tears. They also 
mmented their age, and that fiimiliarity which envy 
would deprive them of, and that separation which 
must now be expected, which seemed to them no 
better than death itself. So recollecting Uiemselves 
at length from their lamentation, and exhorting 
one another to be mindful of the oaths they had 
sworn to each other, they parted asunder. 



CHAPTER XII. 

BOW DATin PLED TO AHIMBLBCH, AND AFTBRWARDS 
TO THK KINGS OF THE PHILISTINES, AND OV THE 
MOABITES ; AND HOW SAUL SLEW AHIMSLXCU AND 
HIS FAMILY. 

§ 1. But Darid fled from the king, and that death 
he was in danger of by him, and came to the city 
Nob, to Ahimelech the priest, who, when he saw 
him coming all alone, and neidier friend nor a ser- 
vant with him, he wondered at it, and desired to 
learn of him the cause why there was nobody with 
him. To which David answered. That the king 
had commanded him to do a certain thing that was 
to be kept secret, to which, if he had a mind to 
know so much, he had no occasion for any one to 
accompany him; "however, I have ordered my 
servants to meet me at such and such a place." 
So he desired him to let him have somewhat to eat ; 
and that in case he would supply him, he would 
act the part of a friend, and be assisting to the bu- 
siness he was now about : and when he had obtain- 
ed what he desired, he also asked him whether he 
had any weapons with him, either sword or spear. 
Now there was at Nob a servant of Saul, by birth 
a Syrian, whose name was Doeg, one that kept the 
kinff*s mules. Tlie high-priest said that he had no 
such weapons ; but he added, « Here is the sword 
of Goliath, which, when thou hadst shun the Phi- 
listine, thou didst dedicate to God." 

2. When David had received the sword, he fled 
out of the country of the Hebrews into that of the 
Philistmes, over which Achish reigned ; and when 
the king's servants knew him, and he was njide 
known to the king himself, the servants informing 
him that he was that David who had killed many 
ten thousands of the Philistines, David was afraid 
lest the kmg should put him to death, and that he 
should experience that daneer from him which he 
had escaped from Saul ; so he pretended to be dis- 
tracted and mad, so that his spittle ran out of his 
mouth ; and he did other the like actions before the 
king of Gath, which might make him believe that 
they proceeded from such a distemper. Accordingly 
the kmg was very angry at his servants that they 
had brought him a nuidman, and he gave orders 
that they should eject David immediately [out of 
the city]. 

3. So when David had escaped in this manner 
oat of Gath, he came to the tribe of Judah, and 
abode in a cave by the city of Adullam. Then it 
was that he sent to his brethren, and informed 
ihem where he was, who then came to him with all 



their kmdred, and as many others as were either 
in want or in fear of king Saul, came and made a 
body together, and told him they were ready to obey 
his orders ; they were in all about four hundred. 
Whereupon he took courage, now such a force and 
assistance was come to him ; so he removed thence, 
and came to the king of die Moabites, and desired 
him to entertain his parents in his country while 
the issue of his affairs were in such an uncertain 
condition. The king granted him this favour, and 
paid great respect to David's parents aU the time 
they were with him. 

4. As for himself, upon the prophet's eommand- 
ing him to leave the desert, and to go into the por- 
tion of the tribe of Judah, and abide there, he 
complied therewith ; and coming to the city Ha- 
reth, which was in that tribe, he remained there. 
Now when Saul heard that David had been seen 
with a multitude about him, he fell into no small 
disturbance and trouble ; but as he knew that David 
was a bold and courageous man, he suspected that^ 
somewhat extraordinary would appear from him, 
and that openly also, which would make him weep 
and put him into distress ; so he called together to 
him his friends, and his commanders, and the tribe 
frt>m which he was himself derived, to the hill 
where his palace was ; and sitting upon a place 
called Aroura, his coorties that were in dirties, 
and the guards of his body, being with him, he 
spake thus to them : — ** You that are men of my 
own tiibe, I conclude tliat you remember tlie bene- 
fits that I have betowed upon you, and that I have 
made some of you owners of land, and made you 
commanders, and bestowed posts of honour upon 
you, and set some of you over tlie common people, 
and others over the soldiers ; I ask you, therefore. 
Whether you expect greater and more donations 
from the son of Jesse ? for I know that you are all 
inclinable to him (even my own son Jonathan him- 
self is of that opinion, and persuades you to be of 
the same) ; for 1 am not unacquiunted with the 
oaths and the covenants that are between him and 
David, and that Jonathan is a counsellor, and an 
assistant to those that conspire against me, and 
none of you. are concerned about these things, but 
you keep silence and watch, to see what will be tlie 
upshot of these things." When the king had made 
this speech, not one of the rest of those that were 
present made any answer ; but Doeg the Syrian, 
who fed his mules, said, that he saw David when 
he came to the city Nob to Ahimelech the hizh- 
priest, and that he learned future events by his 
prophesying ; diat he received food from him, and 
the sword of Goliath, and was conducted by him 
with security to such as he desired to go to. 

5. Saul, therefore, sent for the high-priest, and 
for all his kindred, and said to them, '' What ter- 
rible or ungrateful thmg hast thou suffered from 
me, that thou hast received the son of Jesse, and 
hast bestowed on him both food and weapons, when 
he was contriving to get tlie kingdom !— and farther. 
Why didst thou deliver oracles to him concerning 
futurities! for thou couldst not be unacquainted 
that he was fled away from me, and that he hated 
my family." But the high-priest did not betake 
himself to deny what he had done, but confessed 
boldly that he had supplied him with these things 
not to gratify David, but Saul himself: and he 
said, '< I did not know that he was thy adversary, 
but a servant of thine, who was very faithful to 
thee, and a captain over a tliousand of thy soldiers. 
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and, what is man than these, thy son-in-law, and 
kinsman. Men do not choose to confer sudi fa- 
▼oim on their adversaries, but on those who are 
esteemed to bear the highest good-will and respect 
to them. Nor is this the first time that I prophesied 
liar him, but I have done it often, and at other 
times, as well as now. And when he told me that 
he was sent by thee in great haste to do somewhat, 
if I had furnished him with nothing that he desired, 
I should have thought that it was rather in contra- 
diction to thee than to him ; wherefore do not thou 
entertain any ill opinion of me, nor ^ thou have a 
suspicion of what I then thought an act of humanity, 
from what is now told thee of David's attempts 
against thee, for 1 did then to him as to thy friend 
and son-in-law, and captain of a thousand, and not 
as to thine adversary.'^ 

& When the high-priest had spoken thus, he did 
not persuade Saul, his fear was so prevalent, that 
he could not give credit to an apology that was very 
just. So he commanded his armecfinen that stood 
about him to kill him, and all his kindred ; but as 
they dmnt not touch the high-priest, but were more 
afraid of disobeying; God than the king, he ordered 
Doeg the Syrian to kill them. Accordingly, he took 
to hu assistance such wicked men as were like him- 
self, and slew Ahimelech and all his family, who 
were in all three hundred and eighty- five. Saul 
3dso sent to Nob,* the city of the priests, and slew 
all that were there, without sparing either women 
«r children, or any other age, and burnt it ; only 
tbere was one son of Ahimelech, whose name was 
Abiathar, who escaped. However, these things 
eame to pass as God had foretold to Eli the high- 
priesty when he said that his posterity should be 
destroyed^ on account of the transgressions of his 
two sons. 

7. f Now this king Saul, by perpetratinff so bar- 
barons a crime, and murdering the whole Sunily of 
the htgh-priestly dignity, by havine no pity of the 
iniantB, nor reverence for the aged, and by over^ 
throwing the dty which God had chosen for the 
property, and for the support of the priests and 
prophets which were there, and had ordained as the 
only city allotted for the education of such men, 
gives all to understand and consider the disposition 
of men, that while tliey are private persons, and in 
a low condition, because it is not in their power to 
indulge nature, nor to^venture upon what they wish 
for, they are equitable and moderate, and pursue 
nothing but what is just, and bend their whole 
minds and labours that way ; then it is that they 
have this belief about Grod, thnt he is present to all 
the actions of their lives, and that he does not only 
see the actions that are done, but clearly knows 
those their thoughts also, whenob those actions do 

• Thto d^ Wob WM not ft dtjr allottMl to the prlwl*, nor had Um 
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tliflw Bnadiad aad alchiy-ava, and bataicbt7.fi** in our Habraw oopMa; 
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arise ; but when once they are advanced into powe> 
and authority, then they put off all such notions, 
and, as if they were no other than actors upon a 
theatre, their dissuised parts and manners, and take 
up boldness, insolence, and' a contempt of both hu- 
man and divine laws, and this at a time when they 
especially stand in need of piety and righteousness, 
because they are then most of all exposed to envy, 
and all they think and all they say are in the view 
of all men ; then it is that they become so insolent 
in their actions, as though God saw them no longer 
or were afraid of them because of their power : imd 
whatsoever it is that thev either are afraid of by the 
rumours they hear, or they hate by indinataon, or 
they love without reason, uiese seem to them to be 
authentic, and firm, and true, and pleasing both to 
men and to God ; but as to what will come here- 
after, they have not the least regard to it They 
raise thoee to honour indeed who have been at a 
great deal of pains for them, and after that honour 
they envy them ; and when they have brought them 
into high dignity, they do not only deprive them of 
what they Md obtained, but also on that very ao- 
oount of their lives also, and that on wicked accu- 
sations, and such as on account of their extravagant 
nature are incredible. They also punish men for 
their actions, not such as deserve condemnation, 
but from calumnies and a4«usations without exami- 
nation ; and this extends not only to such as de- 
serve to be punished, but to as many as they are 
able to kill. This reflection is openly confinned to 
us from the example of Saul, the son of Kish, who 
was the fint long who reigned after our aristocracy 
and government under the judges were over ; and 
that by his slaughter of three hundred priests and 
prophets, on occasion of his suspicion about Ahime- 
lech, and by the additional wickedness of the over- 
throw of their dty, and this as if he were endea- 
vouring in some sort to render the temple [taber- 
nacle] destitute both of i»riests and prophets ; which 
endeavour he showed by slaying so many of them, 
and not suffering the very dty belonging to them 
to remain, that so othera might succeed them. 

8. But Abiathar, the son of Ahimelech, who 
alone could be saved out of the family of priests 
slain by Saul, fled to David, and infonned him of 
the calamity that had befallen their £Eunily, and of 
the slaughter o( his father : who hereupon said, 
He was not unapprized of what would foUow with 
relation to them when he saw Doeg there ; for he 
had then a suspidon that the high-priest would be 
falsely accused by him to the king ; and he blamed 
himself as having been the cause of this misfortune. 
But he desired him to stay there, and abide with 
him, as in a phice where he might be better con- 
cealed than anywhere else. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

HOW DAVID, WHEN HE H4D TWICB THB OPPORTU- 
NITY OF KILLING SAUL, DID NOT KILL HIX. 
ALSO, CONCEIUflNa THB DEATH OP SAMUEL AND 
NABAL. 

$ 1. About this time it was that David Ivoard how 
the Philistines had made an inroad into the country 
of Keilah, and robbed it ; so he offered himself to 
fight against them, if God, when he should be con- 
sulted by the prophet, would grant him the victory. 
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And when the prophet said that God gave a signal 
of Tietoiyi he made a sndden onset upon the Phi- 
listines with his companions, and he shed a great 
deal of their blood, and carried off their prey, and 
staid with the inhabitants of Keilah till they had 
securely gathered in their com and their fruits. 
However, it was told Soul the king that David was 
with the men of Keilah ; for what had been done, 
and the great success that had attended him, were 
not confined among the people where the things 
were done, but the fame of it went all abroad, and 
came to the hearing of others, and both the fact as 
it stood and the author of the fact, were carried to 
the king's ears. Then was Saul glad when he 
heard David was in Keihih : and he said, *< God 
liath now put him into my hands, since he hatli 
obliged him to come into a city that hath walls, and 
gates, and bars ;" so he commanded all the people 
suddenly, aad, when they had besieged and taken 
it, to kiU David. But when David perceived this, 
and learned of God that if he staid there the men 
of Keilah would deliver him up to Saul, he took his 
four hundred men and retired into a desert that 
was over-apinst a city called Engedi. So that 
when the kmg| heard that he was fled away from 
the men of Keilah, he left off his expedition against 
him. 

2. Then David removed thence, and came to a 
certain place called the New Phuse, belonging to 
Ziph ; where Jonathan, the son of Saul, came to 
him, and saluted him, and exhorted him to be of 
eood courage, and to hope well as to his condition 
hereafter, and not to despond at his present cir- 
cumstances, for that he should be king, and have 
aU the forees of the Hebrews under him : he told 
him that such happiness uses to come with great 
kbour and pains : they also took oaths, that they 
would, all theur lives long, continue in good-will and 
fidelity one to another ; and he called God to wit- 
ness as to what execrations he had made upon 
himself if he should transgress his covenant, and 
should change to a contrary behaviour. So Jona- 
than left him there, having rendered his cares and 
fears somewhat lighter, and returned home. Now 
the men of Ziph, to gratify Saul, informed him that 
David abode with tliem, and [assured him] tliat if 
he would come to them, they would deliver him up, 
for that if the king would seize on the straits of 
Ziph, David would not escape to any other people. 
So the king commended them, and confessed tliat 
he had reason to thank them, because tliey had 
given him information of his enemy ; and he pro- 
mised them, that it should not be long ere he would 
requite tlieir kindness. He also sent men to seek 
for David, and to search the wilderness wherein he 
was ; and he promised that he himself would follow 
them. AcooDdingly they went before the king, to 
hunt for and to catch David, and used endeavours 
not only to show their good-will to Saul, by inform- 
ing him where his enemy was, but to evidence the 
same more plainly by delivering him up into his 
power, liut these men failed of those their unjust 
and wicked desires, who, while they underwent no 
hazard by not disooverinc such an ambition of re- 
vealing this to Saul, yet did they falsely accuse and 
promise to deliver up a man beloved of God, and 
one that was unjustly sought after to be put to death, 
and one that might otherwise have lain concealed, 
and this out of flattery, and expectation of gain 
from the long ; for when David was apprized of the 
mahgnant intentions of the men of Ziph, and the 



approach of Saul, he left tlie Straits of that country 
and fled to the great rock that was in the wildemesa 
of Maon. 

3. Hereupon Saul made haste to pursue him 
thither ; for, as he was marching, he learned that 
David was gone away from the Straits of Ziph, and 
Saul removed to the other side of the rock. But 
the report that the PhiUstices had again made an 
incursion into the country of the Hebrews, called 
Saul another way from the pursuit of David, when 
he was ready to be causht ; for he returned back 
again to oppose those Philistines, who were natur- 
ally their enemies, as judging it more necessary to 
avenge himself of them tlian to take a mat deal of 
pains to catch an enemy of his own, and to overlook 
the ravaee that was made in the land. 

4. And by tliis means David unexpectedly es- 
caped out of the danger he was in, and came to the 
Straits of Engedi ; and when Saul had driven the 
Philistines out of the land, there came some mea- 
pengers, who told him that David abode within the 
bounds of Engedi ; so he took three thousand cho- 
sen men tliat were armed, and made haste to him ; 
and when he was not far from those places, he saw 
a deep and hollow cave by the way-side ; it was 
o)X}ii to a great length and breadth, and there it 
was that David with his four hundred men were 
concealed. When therofore he had occasion to 
ease nature, he enterod into it by himself alone ; 
and being seen by one of David's companions, and 
he tliat saw him saying to him that he had now, by 
God's providence, an opportunity of avengmg him- 
self of his adversary ; and advismg him to cut off 
his head, and so deliver himself out of that tedious 
wandering condition, and the distress he was in, he 
rose up and only cut off the skirt of that gai-ment 
which Saul had on ; but he soon repented of what 
he had done ; and said it was not right to kill him 
that was his master, and one whom God had 
thought worthy of tlie kingdom : <* ibr that although 
he were wickedly disposed towards us, yet does it 
not behove me to be so disposed towards him.'' 
But when Saul had left the cave, David came near 
and cried out aloud, and desired Saul to hear him ; 
whereupon tlie king turned his face back, and Da- 
vid, according to custom, fell down on his face be- 
fore tlie king, and bowed to him ; and said, ** O 
king, thou oughtest not to hearken to wieked men, 
nor to such as forge calumnies, nor to gratify them 
so far as to believe what they say, nor to entertain 
suspicions of such as are your best friends, but to 
judge of the dispositions of all men by their aetions ; 
for calunmy deludes m^i, but men's own actions 
are a clear demonstration of their kindness. Words 
indeed, in their own nature, may be either true or 
false, but men's actions expose Uieir intentions na- 
kedly to our view. By these, tlierefore, it will be 
well for thee to believe me, as to my regard to thee 
and to thy house, and not to believe those that 
frame such accusations against me as never came 
into my mind, nor are possible to be executed, and 
do this farther by pursuing after mv life, and have 
no concern either day or mght, but now to compass 
my life and to murder me, which thing I think 
tl)ou dost unjustly prosecute ; for how comes it 
about that thou hast embraced this false opinion 
about me, as if 1 bad a desire to kill thee 1 — or 
how canst thou escape tlie crime of impiety towards 
God, when thou wishest thou couldst kill, and 
deemest thine adversary a man who had it in his 
power tills day to avenge himself, and to punish 
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thee, but would not do it ! — nor make use of Buch 
an opportunity, which, if it had fallen out to thee 
against me, thou hadst not let it slip, for when I 
cat off the skirt of thy garment, I could have done 
the same to thy head." So he showed him the 
piece of his sarment, and thereby made him agree 
to what he bad said to be true ; and added, ** I, 
for certain, have abstained from taking a just re- 
Tenge upon thee, yet art thou not ashamed to pro- 
secute me with unjust hatred.* May God do jus- 
tice and determine about each of our dispositions I" 
— But Saul was amazed at the strange delivery he 
had reoeired ; and, being greatly affected with the 
moderation and the dispo^ution of the young man, 
he groaned ; and when David had done the same, 
the king answered that he had the justest occasion 
to groan, ** for thou hast been the author of good 
to me, as I have been the author of calamity to 
thee ; and thou hast demonstrated this day, that 
thou possessest the righteousness of the ancients, 
who determined that men ought to save their ene- 
mies, though they caught them in a desert place. 
I am now persuaded that God reserves the kine> 
dom for thee, and that thou wilt obtain the domi- 
nion over all the Hebrews. Give me then assur- 
ances upon oath, Tluit thou wilt not root out my 
family, nor, out of remembrance of what evil I 
have done thee, destroy my posterity, but save and 
pr e ser ve my house." So David sware as he de- 
■ured, and sent back Saul to his own kingdom ; but 
he, and those that were with him, went up the 
Straits of Mastheroth. 

5. About this time Samuel the prophet died. 
He was a man whom the Hebrews honoured in an 
extraordinary degree ; for that lamentation which 
the people made for him, and this during a lonr 
time, manifested his virtue, and the affection which 
the people bore f^r him ; as also did the solemnity 
and concem that appeared about his funeral, and 
about the complete observation of all his funeral 
rites. They buried him in his own city of Ramah ; 
and wept for him a very great number of days, not 
looking on it as a sorrow for the death of another 
man, but as that in which they were every one 
themaelves eoncemed. He was a righteofis man, 
and gentle in his nature ; and on that account he 
was very dear to God. Now he governed and pre- 
sided over the people alone, after the death ox Eli 
the high-priest, twelve years, and eighteen years 
together with Sanl the king. And uus we have 
finished the history of SamueL 

6. There was a man that was a Ziphite, of the 
city of Maon, who was rich, and had a vast number 
of eatde ; for he fed a flock of three thousand sheep, 
and another flock of a thousand goats. Now David 
had charged his associates to keep these flocks 
without hurt and without damage, and to do them 
no mischief, neither out of covetousness, nor be- 
cause they were in want, nor because they were in 
the wilderness, and so could not easily be disoo- 
vered, but to esteem freedom from injustice above 
all other motives, and to look upon the touching of 
what belonged to another man as a horrible crime, 
and contrary to the will of God. These were the 
instructions he gave, thinking that the favours he 
granted this man were granted to a good man, and 
one that deserved to have such care taken of his 
aflairs. This man was Nabal, for that was his 
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name~a harsh man, and of a very wicked life ; 
being like a cynic in the course of Ids b ehaviour, 
but still had obtained for his wife a woman of a 
good character, wise and handsome. To this Nabal, 
therefore, Darid sent ten men of his attendants at 
the time when he sheared his sheep, and by them 
saluted him ; and also wished he might do what he 
now did for many years to come, but desired him 
to make him a present of what he was able to give 
him, since he had, to be sure, learned from his 
shepherds that we had done them no injury, but 
had been their giuudians a long time together, 
while we continued in the wilderness ; and he as- 
sured him he should never repent of giving any 
thing to David. When the messengers had carried , 
this message to Nabal, he accosted tiiem after an 
inhuman and rough manner ; for he asked them 
who David was t and when he heard that he was 
the son of Jesse, he said, ** Now is the time that 
fugitives grow insolent, and make a figure} and leave 
their masters." When they told David this, he 
was wroth, and commanded four hundred armed 
men to follow him, and left two hundred to take 
care of the stuff (for he had already six hundredf), 
and went against Nabal : he also swore that he 
would tiiat night utterly destroy the whole house 
and possessions of Nabal ; for that he was grieved^ 
not only that he had proved ungrateful to them, 
without making any return for ue humanity they 
had shown him, but that he had also reproached 
them, and used ill language to them, when he had 
received no cause of disgust from them. 

7. Hereupon one of tnoee that kept the flocks of 
Nabal, said to his mistress, NabaPs wife, that when 
David sent to her husband he had received no dvil 
answer at all from him ; but that her husband had 
moreover added very reproachful language, while 
yet David had taken extraordinary care to keep his 
flocks from harm, and that what had passed would 
prove very pernicious to his master. When the 
servant had said this, Abigail, for that was his 
wife's name, saddled her asses, and loaded them 
with all sorts of presents ; and, without telling her 
husband any thing of what she was about (for he 
was not sensible on account of his drunkenness), 
she went to David. She was then met by David as 
she was descending a hill, who was coming against 
Nabal with four hundred men. When the woman 
saw David, she leaped down from her ass, and fell 
on her face, and bowed down to the ground ; and 
entreated him not to bear in mind tne words of 
Nabal, since he knew that he resembled his name. 
Now Nabal, in the Hebrew tongue, signifies /oZ/y. 
So she made her apology, that &e did not see the 
messengers whom he sent ** Forgive me, there- 
fore," said she, <^and thank God, who hath hindered 
thee from shedding human blood ; for so long as 
thou keepest thyself innocent, he will avenge thee 
of wicked men^: for what miseries await Nabal, 
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they will fall upon the heads of thine enemies. Be 
tliou gracious to me, and think me so far worthy as 
to accept of these {presents from me ; and, out of 
regard to me, remit that wrath and that anger 
which then hast against my husband and his house, 
for mildness and humanity become thee, especially 
as thou art to be our king.*' Accordingly David 
accepted her presents, and said, " Nay, but, 
woman, it was no other tlian God's mercy which 
brought diee to us to-day ; for, otherwise, thon 
hadst never seen another day, I having sworn to 
destroy Nabal's house this very night,* and to leave 
alive not one of yon who belong to a man that 
was wicked and ungrateful to me and my compa- 
nions ; but now hast thou prevented me, and sea- 
sonably mollified my anger, as being thyself under 
the care of God's providence : but as for Nabal, al- 
though for thy sake he now escape punishment, he 
will not always avoid justice ; for his evil conduct, 
on some other occasion, will be his ruin." 

8. When David had said this, he dismissed tlie 
woman. But when she came home and found her 
husband feasting with a ^at company, and op- 
pressed with wine, she said nothing to him then 
about what had happened ; but on the next day, 
when he was sober, she told him all the particulars, 
and made his whole body to appear like that of a 
dead man bv her words, and by that grief which 
arose from them ; so Nabal survived ten days, and 
no more, and then died. And when David heard 
of liis death, he said that God had justly avenged 
him of this man, for tliat Nabal had died by his own 
wickedness, and had suffered punishment on his ac- 
count, while he had kept his own hands clean. At 
which time he understood that the wicked are pro- 
secuted by God ; that he does not overlook any 
man, but bestows on the good what is suitable to 
them, and inflicts a deserved punishment on tlie 
wicked. So he sent to Nabal's wife, and invited 
her to come to him, to live with him, and to be his 
wife. Whereupon she replied to those that came, 
that she was not worthy to touch his feet ; however, 
she came, with all her servants, and became his 
wife, having received that honour on account of her 
wise and righteous course of life. She also obtained 
the same honour partly on account of her beauty. 
Now David had a wife before, whom he married 
from the city Abesar ; for as to Michal, the daugh- 
ter of king Saul, who had been David's wife, her 
father had ffiven her in marriage to Phalti, the son 
of Laish, who was of the city of Gallim. 

9. After this came certain of the Ziphites, and 
told Saul that David was come azaiu into their 
country, and, if he would afford them his assist- 
ance, they could catch him. So he came to them 
with three thousand armed men ; and upon the 
approach of night, he pitched his camp at a certain 
place called Hachilah. But when David heard that 
Saul was coming against him, he sent spies, and 
bid them let him know to what place of the country 
Saul was already come ; and when they told him 
that he was at Hachilah, he concealed his going 
away from his companions, and came to Sinl's 
camp, having taken with him Abishai, his sister 
Zeruiah's son, and Ahimelech the Hittite. Now 
Saul was asleep, and the armed men, with Abner 
their commander, lay round about him in a circle. 




Hereupon David entered the king's tent ; but he 
did neither kill Saul, though he knew where he 
lay, by the spear that was stack down bv bun, nor 
did he give leave to Abishai, who would have killed 
him, and was earnestly bent upon it so to do ; for 
he said it was a horrid crime to kill one that was 
ordained king by God, although he was a wicked 
man ; for that he who ^ve him the dominion 
would in time inflict punishment upon him. So 
he restrained his eagerness : but that it might ap- 
pear to have been in his power to have killed him 
when he refrained from it, he took his spear, and 
tlie cruse of water which stood by Saul as he lay 
asleep, without being perceived by any in the eamp^ 
who were all asleep, and went securely away, hav- 
ing performed every thing among the king's at- 
tendants that the opportunity afforded, and his 
boldness encouraged him to do. So when be had 
passed over a brook, and was gotten up to the top 
of a hill, whence he might be sufficiently hei^, he 
cried aloud to Saul*s soldiers, and to Abner their 
commander, and awaked them out of tiieir sleep, 
and called both to him and to the people. Hereapon 
the commander heard him, and asked who it wa» 
tliat called him. To whom David replied, — '^ It is 
I , Uie son of Jesse, whom you make a vagabond. 
But what is the matter I Dost thou, that art a man 
of so great dignity, and of the first rank in the king** 
court, take so little care of thy master's body t and 
is sleep of more consequence to thee than his pre- 
servation and thy care of him 1 This negligezioe 
of yours deserves death, and punishment to be in- 
flicted on you, who never perceived when, a little 
while ago, some of us entered into your camp, nay, 
as far as to tlie king himself, and to all the rest of 
you. If thou look for the king's spear and his cruse 
of water, thou wilt learn what a mighty misfortune 
was ready to overtake you in your very camp with- 
out your knowing it" Now when Saul knew Da 
vid's voice, and understood that when he had hiia 
in his power while he was asleep, and his guards 
took no case of him, yet did not he kill him, but 
spared him, when he might have cut him off, he 
said that he owed him thanks for his preservation ; 
and exhorted him to be of good courage, and not 
be afraid of suffering any misdiief from him any 
more, and to return to his own home, for he was 
now persuaded that he did not love himself so well as 
he was loved by him : that he had driven away him 
that could guard him, and had given many demon- 
strations of his good- will to him : that he had forced 
him to live so long in a state of banishment, and in 
gi-eat fears of his life, destitute of his friends and 
his kindred, while stUl he was often saved b^ him, 
and frequently received his life again when it was 
evidently in danger of perisliing. So David bade 
them send for the spear and the cruse of water, arid 
take them back ; adding this withal. That God 
would be the judge of both their dispositions, and 
of the actions tluit flowed from the same, '< who 
knows that when it was this day in my power to 
have killed thee, I abstained from it." 

10. Thus Saul having escaped the hands of David 
twice, he went his way to his royal palace, and his 
own city : but David was afraid, that if he staid 
there he should be caught by Saul ; so he thought 
it better to go up into the hind of the Philistines 
and abide there. Accordingly he came with the 
six hundred men that were with him to Achish, 
the king of Gadi, which was one of their five dties. 
Now the king received both him and his men, and 
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gave them a pUoe to inhabit in. He had with him 
also his two mre^, Ahinoam and Abigail ; and he 
dwelt in Gath. But when Saul heard thisj he took 
no fiurther cire abont sending to him, or going after 
him, because he had been twice in a manner caught 
b^ him, while he was himself endeavouring to catch 
him. However, David had no mind to continue in 
the aiy of Gath, but desired the king, that since he 
had received him with such humanity, that he 
wonld grant him another favour, and bestow upon 
him some place of that country for his habitation, 
for he was ashamed, by living in the city, to be 
grievous and burdensome to him. So Acnlsh gave 
him a certain village called Ziklag ; which place 
David and his sons were fond of when he was king, 
Had reckoned it to be their peculiar inheritance. 
But about those matters we shall give the reader 
luiher information elsewhere. Now the time that 
David dwelt in Zikkig, in the land of the Phiiis- 
tinea, was four months and twenty days. And now 
he privately attacked those Geshurites and Amale- 
kltea that were neighbours to the Philistines, and 
laid waste their country, and took much' prey of 
their beasts and camels, and then returned home ; 
bot David abstained from the men, as fearing they 
should discover him to king Acbish ; yet did he 
send part of the prey to him as a free ffift And 
when the king inquired whom they had attacked 
when they brought away the prey, he said, those 
that lay to the south of the Jews, and inhabited in 
the pbun ; whereby he persuaded Achiah to ap- 

Gve of what he had done, for he hoped that David 
i fought against his own nation, and that now 
he should have him for his servant all his life long, 
and that he would stay in his countr}'. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

■ OW RAUL, UPON god's NOT ANSWERING HIM CON- 
CBR2CIN0 THE FIGHT WITH THE PlflLISTINES, 
DESIRED A NECROMANTIC WOMAN TO RAISE UP 
THE SOUL OF SAMUEL TO HIM ; AND HOW HE 
DIED, WITH RI8 SONS, UPON THE OVERTHROW OP 
THE HEBREWS IN BATTLE. 

I 1. About the same time the Philistines resolved 
to make war against the Israelites, and sent to all 
their confederates that they would go along with 
them to the war to Reggan^ [near the city Shunem j, 
whence they might gather themselves together and 
suddenly attack the Hebrews. Then did Achish, 
the king of Gath, desire David to assist them with 
his armed men agamst the Hebrews. This he 
readily promised ; and said that the time was now 
come wherein he miffht requite him for his kuidness 
and hospitali^ ; so ute king promised to make him 
the keeper of his body after the victory, supposing 
thai the battle with the enemy succeeded to tlieir 
mind ; which promise of honour and confidence he 
made on purpose to increase his zeal for his service. 
2. Now Saoly the king of the Hebrews, had east 
oat of the country the fortune-tellers, and tlie 
necromancers, and all such as exercised the like 
arts, excepting the prophets ; but when he heard 
that the Philistines were already come, and had 
pitched their camp near the city Shunem, situate in 
the plain, he made haste to oppose them with his 
forces ; and when he was come to a eertam moun- 
tain called Gilboa, he pitched his camp over-against 



tlie enemy ; but when he saw tlie enemy's army 
he was greatly troubled, because it appeared to him 
to be numeruiis, and superior to his own ; and hd 
inquired of God by the prophets concerning the 
battle, that he might know beforehand what would 
be the event of it ; and when God did not answer 
him, Saul was under a still greater dread, and his 
courage fell, foreseeing, as was but reasonable to 
suppose, that mischief would befal him, now God 
was not there to assist him ; yet did he bid his ser- 
vants to inquire out for him some woman that was 
a necromancer, and called up the souls of the dead, 
that so he might know whether his affairs would 
succeed to his mind ; for this sort of necromantie 
women that bring up the souls of the dead, do by 
them foretell future events to such as desire them« 
And one of his servants told him that there was 
such a woman in the city Endor, but was known to 
nobody in the camp ; hereupon Saul put off his 
royal apparel, and took two of those his servants 
with him, whom he knew to be most faithful to him, 
and came to Endor to the woman, and entreated 
her to act the part of a fortune-teller, and to bring 
up such a soul to him as he should name to her. 
But when the woman opposed his motion, and said. 
She did not despise the king who had banished this 
sort of fortune-tellers, and that he did not do well 
himself, when she had done him no harm, to endea- 
vour to lay a snare for lier, and to discover that she 
exercised a forbidden art, in order to procure her 
to be punished, — he sware that nobody should know 
what she did ; and that he would not tell any one 
else what she foretold, but that she should incur no 
danger. As soon as he had induced her by this 
oath to fear no harm, he bade her bring up to him 
the soul of Samuel. She not knowing who Samuel 
was, called him out of Hades. When he appeared, 
and the woman saw one that was venerable, and of 
a divine form, she was in disorder, and, being as- 
tonished at the sight, she said,—** Art not thou 
king Saul V* for Samuel had informed her who he 
was. When he had owned that to be true, and had 
asked her whence her disorder arose, she said, that 
she saw a certain person ascend, who in his form 
was like to a god. And when he bid her tell him 
what he resembled, in what habit he appeared, and 
of what age he was, she told him he was an old man 
already, and of a glorious personage, and had on a 
sacerdotal mantle. So the king discovered by these 
signs that he was Samuel ; and he^ fell down upon 
the ground and saluted and worshipped him. And 
when the soul of Samuel asked him why he had dis- 
turbed him, and caused him to be brought up, he 
lamented the necessity he was under ; for he said^ 
tliat his enemies pressed heavily upon him ; that 
he was in distress what to do in his present cir- 
cumstances ; that he was forsaken of God, and 
could obtain no prediction of what was coming, 
neither by prophets nor by dreams : and that 
** these were the reasons why I have recourse to 
thee, who always tookest care of me." But* Samuel, 
seeing that the end of Saul's life was come, said,— 
'* It is m vain for thee to desire to leaxn of me any 
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thing farther, when God has forsaken thee : how- 
ever, hear what I say, that David is to be king, 
and to finish this war with eood success : and thoa 
art to lose thy dominion and thy life, because thou 
didst not obey God in the war with the Amalekites, 
and hast not kept his commandments, as I foretold 
thee while I was alive. Know, therefore, that the 
people shall be made subject to their enemies, and 
tliat thou, with thy sons, shall fall in the battle to- 
morrow, and thou shalt then be with me [in Hades] ." 

3. When Saul heard this, he could not speak for 
crief, and fell down on the floor, whether it were 
from the sorrow that arose upon what Samuel had 
said, or from his emptiness, for he had taken no 
food the foregoing day nor night, he easily fell quite 
down : and when wiw difficidty he had recovered 
himself, the woman would force him to eat, begging 
this of him as a favour on account of her concern 
in that dangerous instance of fortune* telling, which 
it was not kwful for her to have done, because of 
tiie fear she was under of the king, while she knew 
not who he was, yet did she undertake it, and go 
through with it ; on which account she entreated 
him to admit that a table and food might be set 
before him, that he mifrht recover his strength, and 
«o get safe to his own camp. And when he opposed 
her motion, and entirely rejected it, by reason of 
his anxiety, she forced him, and at last persuaded 
him to it. Now she had one calf that she was very 
fond of, and one that she took a great deal of cai'e 
of, and fed it herself, for she was a woman that got 
her living by tlie labour of her own hands, and had 
no other possession but that one calf ; this she 
killed, and made ready its flesh, and set it before 
his servants and hiniLelf. So Saul came to the 
camp while it was yet night 

4. Now it is but just to recommend the genero- 
nty of this woman,* because when the king had 
forbidden her to use that art whence her circum- 
stauees were bettered and improved, and when she 
had never seen the king before, she still did not 
remember to his disadvantage tiiat he had con- 
demned her sort of learning, and did not refuse him 
as a stranger, and one that she had had no acquaint- 
ance with ; but she had compassion upon him, and 
comforted him, and exhorted him to do what he 
was greatlv averse to, and offered him the only 
ereature she had, as a poor woman, and that ear- 
nestly, and with great humanity, while she had no 
requital made her for her kindness, nor hunted after 
any future favour from him, for she knew he was 
Co die ; whereas men are naturally either ambitious 
to please those that bestow benefits upon them, or 
are very ready to serve those from whom they may 
receive some advantage. It would be well there- 
fore to imitate the example of this woman, and to 
do kindnesses to all such as are in want ; and to 
think that nothing is better, nor more becoming 
mankind, than such a general beneficence, nor 
wliat sooner will render God favourable, and ready 
to bestow good things upon us. And so &r may 
suffice to have spoken concerning tiiis woman. But 
I shall speak fiurther upon another subject, which 
will afford me an opportunity of discoursing on what 
is for the advantage of cities, and people, and na- 
tions, and suited to tlie taste of good men, and will 
encourage them all in the prosecution of virtue, and 
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is capable of showing them the method of acquiring 
^lory, and an everlasting fame ; and of imprinting 
m tiie kings of nations, and the rulers of cities, 
great inclination and diligence of doing well \ sa 
also of encouraging them to undergo dangers, and 
to die for their countries, and of instructmg them 
how to despise all the most terrible adversities ; 
and 1 have a Uix occasion offered me to enter tm 
such a discourse by Saul king of the Hebrews ; for 
although he knew what was coming upon him, and 
that he was to die inunediately by the prediction of 
the prophet, he did not resolve to fly from death, 
nor so far to indulge the love of life as to betray 
his own people to tne enemy, or to bring a disgrace 
on his royal dignity ; but, exposing himself, as well 
as all hiB family and children to dangers, he thought 
it a brave tiling to fall together with them, as he 
was fightmg for his subjects, and that it was better 
his sons should die thus, diowing their courage, 
than to leave them to their uncertain conduct after- 
ward, while, instead of succession and posterity^ 
they gained commendation and a lasting name. 
Such a one alone seems to me to be a just, a cou- 
rageous, and a prudent man ; and when any one 
has arrived at tliese dispositions, or shall hereafter 
arrive at them, he is the man that ought to be by 
all honoured with the testimony of a virtuous or 
courageous man ; for as to those that go out to war 
with hopes of success, and that they shall return 
safe, supposing they should have performed some 
glorious action, I think those do not do well who 
call diose valiant men, as so many historians, and 
other writers who treat of them are wont to do, al- 
though I confess those do justly deserve some com- 
mendation also ; but those only may be styled cou- 
rageous and bold in great undertakings, and dee- 
pisers of adversities, who imitate Saul ; for as for 
those that do not know what die event of war will 
be as to themselves, and tiiough they do not faint 
in it, but deliver themselves up to uncertain futu- 
rity, and are tossed this way and that way, this id 
not so very eminent an instance of a generous mind, 
although tiiey happen to perform many great ex- 
ploits : but when men's minds expect no good event, 
but they know beforehand they must die, and that 
they must undergo tiiat death in the battle also, after 
this, neither to be affrighted nor to be astonished at 
the terrible fiite that is coming, but to go directiy 
upon it when they know it beforehand^ — this it ia 
that I esteem the character of a man truly courage- 
ous. Accordingly this Saul did, and thereby de- 
monstrated, that all men who desire fame after 
they are dead, are so to act as they may obtain the 
same : this especially ooncems Kings, who ought 
not to think it enough in their high stations that 
tfaey are not wicked in the government of their sub- 
jects, but to be no more than moderately good to 
them. I could say more than this about Saul and 
his counwe, the subject affording matter sufficient; 
but that 1 may not appear to ruu out improperly in 
his commendation, 1 return again to that history 
from which I made this digression. 

5. Now when the Philistines, as I said before, 
had pitched their camp, and had taken an account 
of their forces, according to their nations, and king- 
doms, and governments, king Achish came last of 
all with his own army ; after whom came David 
with his six hundred armed men. And when Che 
commanders of the Philistines saw him, they asked 
the king whence these Hebrews came, and at whose 
invitation. He answered, That it was David, wno 
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iTM fled KW%y from hU master Ssol, and that he 
had entertained him when he came to him, and that 
now he was vnlling to make him this requital for 
his isTours, and to avense himself upon Saul, and 
so was beoome his confederate. The commanders 
eomphuned of this, that he had taken him for a 
eonfederate who was an enemy ; and gave him 
coonsel to send him away, lest he should unawares 
do his friends a great deal of mischief, by enter- 
laininff him, for wat he afforded him an opportu- 
nity of being reconciled to his master, by doing a 
mischief to our army. They thereupon desired 
him, out of a prudent foresight of this, to send him 
away with his six hundred armed men, to the place 
he had given him for Ms habitation ; for that tliis 
was that David whom the virgins celebrated in their 
k^^mns, as having destroyed many ten thousands of 
the PhUistines. When the kingof Gath heard this, 
he thought they spake well ; so he called David, 
and said to him, *' As for myself, I can bear witness 
that thou bast shown great diligence and kindness 
about me, and on that account it was that I took 
thee for my confederate ; however, what 1 have 
done does not please the commanders of the Fhilis- 
tioes, go therefore within a day's time to the place 
I have given thee, without suspecting any harm, 
and there keep my country, lest any of our enemies 
should make an incursion upon it, which will be one 
part of that assistance which I expect from thee." 
ao David came to Ziklag, as the kmg of Gath bade 
him ; but it happened, that while he was gone to 
the asustance of the Philistines, the Amalekites 
had made an incursion, and taken Ziklag before, 
and had burnt it ; and when they had taken a great 
deal of oAer prey out of that place, and out of the 
other parts of Uie Philistines' country, they de- 
parted. 

6. Now when David found that Ziklag was laid 
waste, and that it was all spoiled, and that as well 
as his own wives, who were two, as the wives of his 
companions, with tlieir children, were made cap- 
tives, he presently rent his clothes, weeping and la- 
menting, together with his frieuds ; and indeed he 
was so cast down with these misfortunes, that at 
leoffth tears themselves failed him. He was also 
in danger of being stoned to death by his compa- 
nions, who were greatly afflicted at the captivity of 
their wives and children, for they laid the blame 
upon him of what had happened ; but when he had 
recovered himself out of his grief, and had raised 
up his mind to God, he desired the high-priest 
Abiathar to put on his sacerdotal garments, and to 
inquire off God, and to proohecy to him. Whether 
God would grant, that if he pursued after the 
Amalekites, he should overtake them, and save their 
wives and their children, and avenge himself on 
the enemies t— and when the high-priest bade him 
to pursue after them, he marched apace, with his 
four hundred men, after the enemy ; and when he 
was come to a certain brook called Besor, and had 
lighted upon one tliat was wandering about, an 
Egyptian by birth, who was almost dead with want 
and (amine (for he bad continued wanderine about 
without food in the wilderness three days,) he first 
of all gave him sustenance, both meat and drink, 
snd thereby refreshed him. He then asked him to 
^*hom he beUmged, and whence he came. Where- 
upon the man told him he was an Egvptian by birth, 
^ was left behind by his master, because he was 
BO sick and weak that he could not follow him. He 
*lao mfoimed him that he was onv of those who had 
L 2 



burnt iiid plundered, not only otlier parte of Jndea, 
but Ziklag itself also. So I>avid made use of him 
as a guide tt> find out the Amalekites ; and when 
he had overtaken them, as they hiy scattered about 
on the ground, some at dinner, some disordered, 
and entirely drunk with wine, and in the fruition of 
their spoils and their prey, he fell upon them on 
the sudden, and made a great slaughter among themi 
fur they were naked, and expected no such things 
but had betaken themselves to drinking and feast- 
ing, and so they were all easily destroyed^ Now 
some of them that were overtaken as they lay at the 
table, were shun in that posture ; and thev bkod 
brought up with it tlieir meat and their drink, ^ey 
slew others of them as they were drinking to one 
anoUier in their cups { and some of them when their 
full bellies had made them fall asleep ; and for so 
many as had time to put on their annour, they slew 
them with the sword, with no less ease than they 
did those that were naked ; and for the partisans of 
David, they continued also the slaughter from the 
first hour of the day to the evenmg, so that ther« 
were not above four hundred of the Amalekites 
left ; and tliey only escaped by getting upon their 
dromedaries and camels. Acconiingly David re- 
covered not only all the other spoils whidi the enemy 
had carried away, but his wives also, and the wives 
of his companions ; but when they were come to 
the pbkce where they had left the two hundred men, 
which were not able to follow them, but were left 
to take care of the stuff, the four hundred men did 
not think fit to divide among them any other parts 
of what they had gotten, or of the prey, since they 
did not accompany them, butpretended to be feeble, 
and did not follow them in the pursuit of the enemy, 
but said they should be contented to have safely 
recovered their wives ; yet did David pronounce 
that this opinion of theirs was evil and unjust, and 
that when God had granted them such a favour, 
that they had avenged themselves on their enemies, 
and Iwd recovered all that belonged to themselves, 
they should make an equal distribution of what they 
had gotten to all, because the rest had tarried be- 
hind to guard their stuff ; and from that time this 
law obtained among them, that those who guarded 
the stuff should receive an equal share with those 
that had fought in the batUe. Now when David 
was come to Ziklag, he sent portions of the spoils 
to all that had been fiuniliar with him, and to his 
friends in the tribe of Judah ; and thus ended the 
affairs of the plundering of Ziklag, and of the 
shkughter of the Amalekites. 

7. Now upon the Philistines joining battle, there 
followed a sharp engagement, and the Phihstines 
became the conquerors, and slew a great number of 
their enemies ; but Saul the king of Israel, and his 
sons, fought courageously, and with the utmost , 
alacrity, as knowing that tlieir entire gloiy lay in 
nothing else but dying honourably, and exposing 
themselves to the utmost danger from the enemy 
(for they had nothing else to hope for ;) so they 
brought upon themselves the whole power of the 
enemy, till they were encompassed round and slain, 
but not before they had killed manv of the Philis- 
tines. Now the sons of Saul were Jonathan, Abin- 
adab, and Malchisua ; and when these were shun, 
the multitude of the Hebrews were put to flight, 
and all was disorder and confusion, and slaughter, 
upon the Philistines pressing in upon them. But 
Saul himself fled, having a strong body off eoldicrt 
about him ; and upon the PhilJstinM settdlng ait^ 
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him those that threw jaTellns and shot arrows, he 
lost all his company except a few. As for himself 
he fought with great bravery ; and when he had 
received so many wounds that he was not able to 
bear up, nor to oppose any longer, and yet was not 
able to kill himself, he bid his armour-bearer to 
draw his sword and run him through, before the 
enemy should take him alive. But his armour- 
bearer not daring to kill his master, he drew his 
own sword, and placing himself over-against its 
point, he threw himself upon it ; and when he could 
neither run it through him, nor, by leaning against 
it, make the sword pass through him, he turned him 
round, and asked a certain young man that stood 
by, who he was ; and when he understood that he 
was an Amalekite, he desired him to force the sword 
through him, because he was not able to do it with 
his own hands, and thereby to procure him such a 
death as he desired. This the young man did ac- 
cordingly ; and he took the golden bracelet that 
was on SauPs arm, and his royal crown that was on 
his head, and ran away. And when Saul's armour- 
bearer saw that he was slain, he kiUed himself ; 
nor did any of the kind's guards escape, but they 
all fell upon the mountam called Gilboa. But when 
those UebrewB that dwelt in the valley beyond 
Jordan, and those who had their cities in the plain, 
heard that Saul and his sons were (alien, and that 
the multitude about them were destroyed, they left 
thmr own cities, and fled to such as were the best 
fortified and fenced ; and the Philistines finding 
those cities deserted, came and dwelt in them. 

8. On the next day, when the Philistines came to 
strip iheir enemies that were shun, they got the 
bodies of Saul and of his sons and stripped them. 



and cut off their heads. And they sent messengers 
all about their country, to acquaint them that their 
enemies were fallen ; and they dedicated their ar* 
mour in the temple of Astarte, but hung their bo- 
dies on crosses at the walls of the city Bethshan, 
which is now called Scythopolis. But when the in'^ 
habitants of Jabesh-Gilead heard that they had dis- 
membered the dead bodies of Saul and of his sons, 
they deemed it so horrid a thing to overlook this 
barbarity, and to sufier them to be without f^eral 
rites, that the most courageous and hardy among 
them (and indeed that city had in it men that were 
very stout both in body and mind) journeyed all 
night, and came to Bethshan, and approached to 
the enemy's wall, and taking down the bodies of 
Saul and of his sons, they carried them to Jabesh, 
while the enemy were not able enough, nor bold 
enough, to liinder them, because of their great cou- 
rage ; so the people of Jabesh wept all in general, 
and buried their bodies in tlie best place of their 
country, wliich was called Aroura ; and they ob- 
served a public mourning for them seven days, 
with tlieir wives and children, beating their breasts, 
and lamenting the king and his sons, without tast-* 
ing eitlier meat or drink* [till tlie evening]. 

9. To this his sad end (Ud Saul come, according 
to Uie prophecy of Samuel, because he disobeyed 
the commands of God about the Amalekites, and 
on the account of his destroying the family of 
Ahimelech, the high-priest, with Ammelech himself, 
and the city of tlie lugh-priests. Now Saul, when 
he had reigned eighteen years while funnel was 
alive, and after his death two [and twenty,] ended 
his life in this manner. 
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BOOK VII. 

CONTAlNIirQ THE INTERVAL OF PORTT YKABS. 

FROM THE DEATH OF SAUL TO THE DEATH OF DAVID. 



CHAPTER 1. 

BOW DAVID BBIGNED OVER ONE TRIBE AT HSBRON, 
WHILE THE 801V OF 8AUL REIOITED OVER THE REST 
OP THE MULTITUDE ; AND HOW, IN THE CIVIL WAR 
WblCB THEN AROSE, ASAHEL AND ABNER WERE 
SLAIN. 

§ 1. This fight proved to be on the same day 
whereon David was come back to Ziklag, after he 
bad overcome the Amalekites. Now when he had 
been akeady two days at Ziklag, there came to him 
the man who slew Saul, which was the third day 
after the fi^ht He had escaped out of the battle 
which the Israelites had with the Philistines, ana 
had his clothes rent, and ashes upon his head. And 
when he had made his obeisance to David, he in- 
qnirpd of him whence he came. He replied, from 
tJie battle of tlie Israelites : and he informed him 
that the end of it was unfortunate, many ten thou- 
■ands of the IsraeUtea having been cut ofi*, and 



Sanl, together with his sons, slain. He also said 
that he could well give him this information, be- 
cause he was present at the victorv gained over the 
Hebrews, and was with Vhe king when he fled. Nor 
did he deny that he had himself shun the king, 
when he was ready to be taken by the enemy, and 
he himself exhorted him to do it, because, when he 
was fallen on his sword, his great wounds had made 
him so weak that he was not able to kill himself. 
He also produced demonstrations that the king was 

• This way of ntMOdng in Jowphiu. of " flttUng wvan d«]w withont 
tnaat or drliili,'* h almost Uk* that oi St. Paul, Acta uviL S3: '* This 
daj is the fourteenth dAjr that y have tarried and oonilnaed ihetinih 
having taken nothing;** and as the nature of the thing, and the impue- 
tibilitr of sirletly ftutlng so long, requtra tu hers (o understand hoth 
Joeephtts and the saored authur of this history, 1 Sam. xxz. 18, from 
whence he took it, of only Abating till the evening ; eo must we uuder. 
■land St. Paul, either that this was really the fourteenth day of their 
tempeetuous weather in the Adnatie Bea, as ver. 87. aiid that on this 
fourteenth day alone they had oontinu«d testing, and bad taken nothing 
befoi« the evening. Ttie mention of their long a)>»ilncnof, vei. £1. in- 
ellnes me to believe the former explication to be the Uutli, and that the 
ease was than for a fortnight what it wai here for a week, that they 
, kept all thoee days ontlnly as fiuts till the evening, but not longer. £e« 
I Jodg. XX. S8 , ssi. S; I Sain. tir. ft i 8am. 1. 18 ; AnUq. b. viL chaiK 
eU.Bacu4h 
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■lain, which were the golden bracelets that had been 
on the king's arms, and his crown, which he had 
taken away from Saul's dead body, and had brought 
them to lum. So David having no longer room to 
call in question the truth of what he said, but seeing 
most evident marks that Saul was dead, he rent his 
garments, and continued all that day, with his com- 
panions, in weeping and Uunentation. This grief 
was augmented by the consideration of Jonaman, 
the son of Saul, who had been hin most faithful 
friend, and the occasion of his own deliverance. 
He also demonstrated himself to have such great 
▼irtae, and such great kindness for Saul, as not 
only to take his death to heart, thoueh he had been 
frequently in danger of losme his lift by his means, 
but to punish him that slew him : for when David 
had said to him, that he was become his own ac- 
euaer, as the very man who had slain the king, and 
vhen he understood that he was the son of an 
Amalekite, he commanded him to be shun. He 
also committed to writing some lamentations and 
foneral commendations of Saul and Jonathan, which 
have continued to my own age. 

% Now when David had paid these honours to 
the king, he left off his mourning, and inquired of 
God, by the prophet, which of the cities of the tribe 
of Judah he would bestow upon him to dwell in ; 
who answered that he bestowed upon him Hebron. 
So he left 2SUag and came to Hebron, and took 
with him his wives, who were in number two, and 
his armed men ; whereupon all the people of the 
forementioned tribe came to him, and ordained him 
their king. But when he heard that tlie inhabi- 
tants of Jabesh-Gilead had buried Saul and his 
■ons [honourably,] he sent to them and commended 
them, and took what they had done kindly, and 
promised to make them amends for their care of 
those that were dead ; and at the same time he in- 
formed them that Uie tribe of Judah had chosen 
him for their king. 

3. But as soon as Abner, the son of Ner, who 
was general of Saul's army, and a very active man, 
and goodnatored, knew that the king and Jona- 
than, and his two other sons, were fallen in the 
battle, he made haste into the camp ; and, talcing 
away with him the remaining son of Saul, whose 
name was Ishbosheth, he passed over to the Und 
beyond Jordan, and ordained him the king of the 
whole multitude, excepting the tribe of Judah ; 
and made his royal seat in a place called in our 
language Mahanaim, but in the hinguage of the 
Urecians, The Camps ; from whence Abner made 
haste with a select body of soldiers, to fight with 
wich of the tribe of Judah as were disp^d to it, 
for he was angry that this tribe had set up David 
for their king ; but Joab, whose father was Suri, 
and his mother Zeruiah, David's sister, who was 

Kneral of David's army, met him, according to 
ivid's appointment. He had with him his bre- 
thren, Abisbai and Asahel, as also all David's armed 
men. Now when he met Abner at a certain foun- 
tain, in the dtyof Gibeon, he prepared to fight ; and 
when Abner said to him that he had i^ mind to 
Imow which of them had the more valiant soldiers. 
It was agreed between them that twelve soldiers of 
each side should fight together. So those that 
were chosen out by both the generals for this fight, 
came between the two armies, and throwing their 
lances one against the other, they drew their swords, 
•nd catching one another by the head, they held 
DM another iaMt, and ran each other's swords into 



their sides and groins, until they all, as it were by 
mutual agreement, perished together. When these 
were fallen down dead, tlie rest of the army came 
to a sore battle, and Abner's men were beaten ; 
and when they were beaten, Joab did not leave off 
pursuing them, but he pressed upon them, and 
excited the soldiers to follow them close, and not 
to grow weary of killing them. His brethren also 
pursued them with great alacrity, especially the 
younger Asahel, who was the most eminent of 
them. He was very &mous for his swiftness of 
foot, for he could not only be too hard for men, but 
is reported to have over-run a horse, when they 
had a race together. This Asahel ran violently 
after Abner, and would not turn in the least out of 
the straight way, either to the one side or to the 
other. Hereupon Abner turned back, and attempt- 
ed artfully to avoid his violence. Sometimes ne 
bade him leave off the pursuit, and take the armour 
of one of h)s soldiers ; and sometunes, when he 
could not persuade him so to do, he exhorted him 
to restrain himself, and not to pursue him any lon- 
ger, lest he should force him to kill him, and he 
should then not be able to look his brother in the 
face ; but when Asahel would not adnut of any 
persuasions, but still contined to pursue him, Abner 
smote him with his spear, as he held it in his flight, 
and that by a back-stroke, and gave him a dewly 
wound, so that he died immediately ; but those that 
were with him pursuing Abner, when they came to 
the place where Asahel ky, they stood round about 
the dead body, and left off the pursuit of the enemy. 
However, both Joab* himself, and his brother Abi- 
shai, ran past the dead conse, and making their 
anger at the death of Asahel an occasion of greater 
zeal against Abner, they went on with incredible 
haste and alacrity, and pursued Abner to a certain 
plaoe called Ammah : it was about sun-set Theii 
did Joab ascend a certain hill, as he stood at that 
phice, having the tribe of Benjamin with him, 
whence he took a view of them, and of Abner also. 
Hereupon Abner cried aloud, and said that it was 
not fit that they should irritate men of the same 
nation to fight so bitterly one against another ; that 
as for Asahel his brother, he was hiniself in the 
wrong, when he would not be adyised by him not 
to pursue him any farther, which was the occasioii 
of his wounding and death. So Joab consented to 
what he said, and accepted these words as an excuse 
[about Asahel,] and called the soldiers back with 
the sound of the trumpet, as a signal for their re- 
treat, and thereby put a stop to any farther pursuit. 
After which Joab pitched his camp there that night ; 
but Abner marched all that night, and passed over 
the river Jordan, and came to Ishbosheth, Saul's 
son, to Mahanaim. On the next day Joab counted 
the dead men, and took care of all their funerals. 
Now there were slain of Abner's soldiers about 
three hundred and sixty ; but those of David nine- 
teen, and Asahel, whose body Joab and Abxshai 
carried to Bethlehem ; and when they had buried 
him in the Sepulchre of their fathers, they came to 
David to Hebron. From this time, thereforei they 
begto an intestine war, which lasted a great while 
in which the followers of David grew stronger ia 
the dangers they underwent ; and the servants and 
subjects of Saul's soqs did almost every day become 
weaker. 

* It ought to b* hen ^oted that Jmh, AhUhal, and A«hal, ««i« att 
tliTM David'! iwphcws. tba fooa of hU uauir Z«ralah, as i Chnm. M. !«• 
aad that Anum waiabo Us nephew by hto oUmt sirttr AblgBU, v«r. 19 
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4. About this time David was become the father 
^f six sons, bom of as many mothers. The eldest 
was by Ahinoam, and he was called Ammon ; the 
.:econd was Daniel, by his wife Abigail ; the name 
^f the third was Absalom, by Maacali, the daughter 
4 Talmai, king of Geshur ; the fourth he named 
Adonijah, by nis wife Hagdth ; the fifth was 
Sliepfaiatiah, by Abitail ; the sixth he called 
Ithream, by Eglah. Now while tliis intestine war 
went on, and the subjects of the two kings came 
frequently to action and to fighting, it was Abner, 
the genend of the host of Saul's son, who, by his 
prudence, and the great interest he had among the 
multitude, made them all continue with Ishbosheth ; 
^d indeed it was a considerable time that they 
continued of his party ; but afterwards Abner was 
blamed, and an aocusation was hud against him, 
that he went in unto Saul's concubine : her name 
was Rispah, the daughter of Aiah. So when be 
wi|s complained of by Ishbosheth, he was very un- 
easy and angrv at it, because he had not justice 
done him by IshbpehiBth, to whom he had shown 
^e greatest kindness ; whei^upon he threatened to 
transfer the kingdom to David, and demonstrate 
that he did not ru)e over the people beyond Jordan 
by his own abilities and wisdom, but by his warlike 
conduct and fideli^ in leading his army. So he 
sent ambassadors to Hebrop to David, and desired 
that he would give him sec^rity upon oath that he 
would esteem Sis compmiion and his friend, upon 
condition thi^t he should persuade the people to 
lei^ve Saul's son, and choose him king of the whole 
country ; and when David W made that league 
^ith Abner^^ for he was pleased with bis message to 
him, he desired that be would give this as the first 
zpark of performance of the present league, that he 
ipight have his wife Michal restored to him, as her 
whom he had purchased with great hazards, and 
with those six Imndred heads of tiie JPhilistines 
which he bad brought to Saul her father. So Ab- 
ner took Michal from Plialtiel, who was then her 
husband, and sent her to David, Ishboshetli himself 
affordinff him his assistance ; for Di^vid had written 
tp him tliat of right he ought to have this his wife 
restored to him. Abner also called together the 
elders of the multitude, the conumanders and cap- 
tains of thousands, and spake thus to them : That 
he had formerl^y dissuaded them from their ov^-n 
resolution, when they were ready to forsake Ish^x)- 
sheth, and to join tliemselves to David [ tibat, how*- 
ever, he now gave them leave so to do, if they had 
a mind to it, jor they knew that God bad appointed 
Pavid to be king of all the Hebrews, by Samuel the 
prophet ; and liad foretold that he should punish 
the JPhilistines, and overcome themj and bring theip 
under. NoW when the elders and rulersheard this, 
and understood that Abner was come over to jthose 
sentiments about the public affairs whid) they were 
of before, they changed their measures^ and came 
into David. Wlien these men had agreed to Ab- 
ner's proposal, he called together the tribe of Ben- 
jamin, for all of that tribe were the guards of Ish- 
Dosheth's body, and he spake to them to the same 

!)urpo6e ; an4 ^hen he saw that they did not in the 
east oppose what he said, but resigned themselves 
up to his opinion, he took about twenty of his friends 
and came to David, in order to receive himself se- 
curity upon oath from him ; for we may justly es- 
teem those things to be firmer which evexy one of 
lis do by ou^qelvesj, than those which we do by ano- 
ther. He aiso gave him an aooount of what he had 



said to the rulers, and to the whole tribp of Benja* 
min ; and when David had received him in a cour- 
teous manner, and had treated him with great hoe* 
pitaUty for many days, Abner, when ne was die* 
missed, desired him to permit him to bring tlie 
multitude with him, that he might deliver up th« 
government to him when David himself was present, 
and a spectator of what was done. 

5. When David had sent Abner away, Joab, the 
general of his army, came immediately to Hebron | 
and when he had understood tliat Abner bad been 
with David, and had parted vdtbhim a little before 
undor leagues ai)d agreements that the government 
should be delivered up to David, he feared lest 
David should plaoe Abner, who had assisted hini 
to gain the kingdom, in the first rank of dignity, 
especially since he was a shrewd man in other re- 
spects, in understanding afiairs, and in managing 
them artfully, as proper seasons should require, 
and that he should himself be put lower, and de- 
prived of the command of the army ; so he took a 
knavish and a wicked course. In the first place, he 
endeavoured to calumniate Abner to the xing, ex- 
horting him to have a care of him, and not to give 
attention to what he had engaged to do for £im, 
because all he did tended to confirm the govern- 
ment to Saul's son : that he came to him deceit- 
fully, and with guile, and was gone away in hopes 
of gaining his purpose by this management ; but 
when he oould not thus persuade David, Qor saw 
him at all exasperated, he betook himself to a pro- 
ject bolder than the former : — he determined to 
kill Abner ; and in order thereto, he sent some 
messengers after him, to whom he gave in charge, 
that when they should overtake him they 8hoi34 
recall him in David's name, and tell liim that he 
had somewhat to say to him about his affairs, whicl^ 
he had not remembered to speak of when he waci 
with him. Now when Abner heard what the mea- 
sengers said (for they overtook him in a certain 
place called Bmra, which was distant from Hebron 
twenty furlongs), be suspected none of the mischief 
which was befalling him, and came back. Here- 
upon Joab met him in the gate, and received him 
in the kindest manner, as if he were Abner's most 
benevolent acquaintanpe and friend ; for such as 
undertake the vilest actions, in order to pi-event the 
suspicion of ai\y private mischief intended, do fre- 
quently make Uie greatest pretences to what really 
good men sincerely do. So he took him aside from 
his own followers, as if he would speak with him iq 
private, and brought him into a void place of the 
gate, having himself nobody with him but his bro- 
ther Abishai ; then he drew his sword, and smote 
him in the groin ; upon which A^^^ ^^ ^y ^is 
tnei^ihery of Joab, which, as he said himself, was in 
the way of punishment for his brother Asahel, 
whom Abner smote and slew a^ h<d was pursuing 
after him in the battle of Hebron, but as the truth 
was, out of his fear of losing his command of the 
army, and his dignity with the king, and lest he 
should be deprived of those advantages, and Abnei 
should obtain the first rank in David's oonrt. By 
these examples any one may leam how many and 
how great instances of wickedness men will venture 
upon for the sake of getting money and authority, 
and that they may not fail of either of them ; for 
as when they are desirous of obtaining the same, 
tliey acquire them by ten thousand evil praetiees || 
so when they are alraid of losing ihem, they get 
them confirmed to them by priM^Uces muoh wofs^ 
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than the fonqer, as if [no] other calamity so terri* 
bl0 could be£ftl them as the failure of acquiring; so 
exalted an authority ; and when liiey have acquired 
it, and by long custom found the sweetness of it, 
the losing it again : and since this last would be the 
heaWest of all afflictions, they all of them contrive 
and venture upon the moet difficult actions, out of 
the fear of losing the same. But let it suffice, that I 
have made these short reflections upon that subject 
6. When David heard that Abner was slain, it 
grieved his soul : and he called all men to witness, 
with stretching out his hands to God, and crying 
out that he was not a partaker in the murder of 
Abner, and that his death was not procured by his 
command or approbation. He also wished the 
heaviest curses might light upon him that slew him, 
and upon his whole house ; and he devoted those that 
had assisted him in this murder to the same penal- 
ties on its account ; for he took care not to appear 
to have had anv hand in this murder, contrary to 
the aasurances he had given, and the oaths he had 



I 



CHAPTER II. 



taken to Abner. However, he commanded all the 
people to weep and lament this man, and to honour 
his dead body with the usual solemnities ; that is, 
by rending theur garments, and putting on sack- 
cloth, and that this should be the habit in which 
the/ should go before the bier ; after which he fol- 
lowed it himself, with the elden and those that 
were rulers, lamenting Abner, and by his tears de- 
monstrating his good-will towards him while he waa 
alive, and &b sqitow for him now he was dead, and 
that he was not taken off with his consent So he 
buried him at Hebron in a magnificent manner, and 
indited funeral elegies for him ; he also stood first 
over the monument weeping, and caused others to 
do the san^e ; nay, so deeply did the death of Abner 
disorder him, that his companions could by no means 
force him to take any food, for he affirmed with an 
oath that he would taste nothing till Uie sun was set 
This procedure gained him the good-will of the mul- 
titude ; for such as had an affection for Abner were 
mightily satisfied with the respect he paid him when 
he was dead, and the observation of that faith he 
had plighted to him, which was shown in his vouch- 
safiiig him all the usual ceremonies, as if he had 
been his kinsman and his friend, and not suffering 
him to be neglected and injured with a dishonour- 
able burial, as if he had been hUi enemy ; insomuch 
that tl^e entire nation rejoiced at the king's gentle- 
ness and mildness of disposition, every -one being 
ready to suppose that the king would have taken 
the same care of them in the like circumstances, 
which they saw he showed in the burial of the dead 
bodv of Abner. And indeed David principally in- 
tended to gain a good reputation, and tiierefore he 
took care to do what was proper in this case, whence 
none had any suspicion that he was the author of 
Aboer's death. He alM> said this to the multitude. 
That he was greatly troubled at the death of so 
cood a man ; and that the affairs of the Hebrews 
had suffered great detriment by being deprived of 
him, who was of so ^reat abilities to preserve them 
by his excellent advice, and by the strength of his 
hands is war. But he added, that ** God, who hath 
a regard to all men's actions, will not suffer tliis 
man [ Joab] to go off unrevenged ; but know ye, 
that I am not able to do any tmng to these sons of 
Zeroiah, Joab, and Abishai, who have more power 
than I have ; but Grod will requite their insolent 
attempts upon their own heads.** And tliis ^^ *^'^ 
CMal ooneluaion of the Ufe of Abner. 
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THAT UPOH THB SLAUOHTBR OF ISHBOflBBTH, BY 
TUBTaBACHERT OP HIS PBIB1«X>S, AAVID BBCBITBT* 
TUB WHOLB KINGDOM. 

g 1. When Ishbosheih, the son of Saul, had heard 
of the death of Abner, he took it to heart to be de- 
prived of a man that was of his kindred, and had 
mdeed given him the kingdom, but was greatly 
afflicted, and Abner*s deam very much troubled 
him ; nor did he himself outlive any kmgtii&e, Mt 
was treacherously set upon by the sons of Rimmcii 
(Baanah and Rechab were their names), and waa 
slain by them ; for these being of a fiunily of the 
Benjamite<«, and of the first rank among them, 
thought that if they should slay Ishboshetii, they 
should obtain large presents from David, and be 
madecommandersby him, or, however, should have 
some other trust committed to them. So when 
they once found him alone, and asleep at noon, in 
an upper room, when none of his guards were there, 
and when the woman that kept the door was not 
watching, but was fallen asleep also, partly on ao- 
oouiit of the labour she had undergone, and partly 
on account of the heat of the day, these men went 
into the room in which Ishbosheth, Saul's son, lay 
asleep, and slew him ; they also cut off his hea^ 
and took their journey all that nighty and the next 
day, as supposiuff themselves flyingaway fipom those 
the^ had mjured, to one that wornd accept of this 
action as a favour, and would afford them security, 
So they came to Hebron, and showed David the 
head of Ishbosheth, Bnd presented themselves to 
him as his well-wishers, and such as had killed one 
that waa his enemy and antagonist Yet David did 
not relish what they had done as they expected^ 
but said to them, ** You vile wretches, you shall 
immediately receive the punishment you deserve. 
Did not you know what vengeance I executed on 
him that murdered Saul, and brought me his crown 
of gold, and this while he who made this slaughter 
did it as a favour to him, that he might not be 
caught by his enemies t Or do yon imagine that I 
am altered in my disposition, and suppose that T 
am not the same man I then was, but am pleased 
with men that are wicked doers, and esteem your 
vUe actions, when you are become murderers of 
your master, as gratef^ to me, when you haye 
slain a righteous man upon his bed, who never did 
evil to any body, and treated you with great good- 
will and respect t Wherefore you shall suffer the 
punishment due on his account, and the vengeance 
I ought to inflict upon yon for killing Ishbosheth, 
and for supposing that I should take his death 
kindly at your hands ; for you could not lay a 
greater blot on my honour tlum by making sudi a 
supposal." When David had said this, he tormented 
tliem with all sorts of torments, and then put them 
to death : and he bestowed all accustomed rites on 
the burial of the head of Ishboshetli, and kid it in 
the grave of Abner. 

2. When these things were brought to a conclu- 
sion, all the principal men of the Hebrew people 
came to David to Hebron, with the heads of thou- 
sands, and other rulers, and delivered theroselvee 
up to him, putting hipi in mind of the good* will they 
had borne to him in Saul's lifetime, and the respeot 
they then had not ceased to pay him when he waa 
captain of a thousaad, as also that he was chosen o( 
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Grod b^ Samuel the prophet, he and his sons :* and 
declarmg besides, how God had given him power 
to saTe ue land of the Hebrews, and overcome the 
Philistines. Wherenpon he received kindly this 
their alacrity on his aocount ; and exhorted them 
to continue in it, for that they should have no rea- 
son to repent of being thus disposed to him. So 
when he had feasted them, and treated tiiem kindly, 
he sent them out to bring all the people to him ; 
ppon which there came to him about six thousand 
and eight hundred armed men of the tribe of Judah, 
who bare shields and spears for their weapons, for 
^ese had [till now] continued with SauFs son, 
when tlM9 rest of the tribe of Judah had ordained 
David for their king. There came also seven 
thousand and one hundred out of the tribe of 
Simeon. Out of the tribe of Levi came four thou- 
sand and seven hundred, having Jehoiada for 
their leader. After these came ^idok tlie high- 
priest, with twenty-two captains of his kindred. 
Out of the tribe of Benjamin the armed men were 
four thousand ; but the rest of the tribe continued, 
still expecting that some one of the house of Saul 
should reign over them. Those of the tribe of 
Ephraim were twenty thousand and eight hundred ; 
and these mighty of valour, and eminent for llieir 
strength. Out of the half- tribe of Manasseh came 
eighteen thousand of the most potent men. Out of 
the tribe of Issachar came two hundred, who fore- 
knew what was to come hereafter,t but of armed 
men twenty thousand. Of the tribe of Zebulon fifty 
thousand chosen men. This was the only tribe 
that came universally in to David ; and all these 
had the same weapons with the tribe of Gad. Out 
of the tribe of Nappthali the eminent men and rulers 
were one thousand, whose weapons were shields 
^d spears ; and the ti*ibe itself followed after, 
being (in a manner) innumerable [thirty-seven 
thousand]. Out of the tribe of Dan there were of 
chosen men twenty-seven thousand and six hundred. 
Out of the tribe of Asher were forty thousand. Out 
of the two tribes that were beyond Jordan, and the 
rest of the tribe of Manasseh, such as used shields, 
and spears, and head-pieces, and swords, were an 
hundred and twenty thousand. The rest of the 
tribes also made use of swords. This multitude 
came together to Hebron to David, with a great 
quantity of com and wine, and all other sorts of 
food, and established David in his kingdom with 
one consenf; ; and when the people had rejoiced 
for three days in Hebron, David and all the peo- 
pie removed and c^n^e to Jerusalem. 



CHAPTER III. 

HOW DAVID LAID SIEQB TO JERUSALEM ; AND WHEN 
HE BAD TAKEN THE CITY, HE CAST THE CANAAN- 
ITE8 OUT OF IT, AND BROUGHT IN THE JEWS TO 
INHABIT THEREIN. 

§ 1 . Now the Jebusites, w|io were the inhabitants 
«f Jerusalem, and were by extraction Canaanites, 
tfhnt their gates, and placed the blind, and the 

« This nu» b« a trn* obMrFStton of Jowphta, Ua»t SuniMl bj com. 
jnMid firum God, oitailcd tbo crown on David and his pofttority i for no 
Ikrthcr did that «DiaU •▼«• rmeh,.-.doloaion hinuelfbavlng never had any 



lame, and all their maimed persons, upon the wall, 
in way of derision of the kmg ; and said, that t^e 
very lame themselves would hinder his entrance 
into it. This they did out of contempt of his power, 
and as depending on the strength of their walls. 
David was hereby enraged, and began the siege of 
Jerusalem, and employed his utmost diligence and 
alacrity therein, as intending, by tlie taking of this 
place, to demonstrate his power, and to intimidate 
all others that might be of the like [evil] dispositioD 
towards him : so he took the lower city by force, 
but the citadel held out still *^ whence it was that 
the king, knowing that the proposal of dignities and 
rewards would encourage the soldiers to greater 
actions, promised tliat he who should ftrst go over 
the ditches that were beneath the citadel, and should 
ascend to the citadel itself and take it, should have 
the command of the entire people conferred upon 
him. So the^ all were ambitious to ascend, and 
thought no pams too great in order to ascend thither, 
out of their desire of tlie chief command. However, 
Joab, the son of Zeruiah, prevented the rest, and 
as soon as he was ^ot up to tlie citadel, cried out 
to the king, and claimed the chief command. 

2. When David had cast the Jebusites out of the 
citadel, he also rebuilt Jerusalem, and named i^ 
The City of David, and abode there all the time or 
his reign : but for the time that he reigned over 
the tribe of Judah only in Hebron, it was seven 
years and six months. Now when he had chosen 
Jerusalem to be his royal dty, his affairs did morp 
and more prosper, by the providence of Grod, who 
took care that they should improve and be aug« 
mented. Hiram also, the king of the Tynans, sent 
ambassadors to him, and made a league of mutual 
friendship and assistance ^lith him. He also sent 
him presents, cedar- trees, and mechanics, and mei| 
skilfiil in building and architecture, that they might 
build him a royal paUce at Jerusalem. Now David 
made buildings round about the lower dty : he also 
joined the citadel to it, and made it one body ; and 
when he had encompassed all with walls, he ap- 
pointed Joab to take care of them. It was David, 
tlierefore, who first cast the Jebusites out of Jeru- 
salem, and called it by its own name. The City of 
David ; for under our forefather Abraluun it waa 
called (Salem or) Solypia ;§ but after tliat time» 

4 What oar oUier ropMa Mjr <A Mount Sum, a* alooa pcopcrljr eall«4 
th« Olty of David (S Smu. v. «.0), and of thia iU ■lagv and eonqaMt 



by David, Joaephiw applie* to th« whole olty Jenualem. though Inelod. 
Ing the citadvl alto ; by what authority we do not now kaow~.|Mrfaapa. 
after David had united them together, or Joined the citadel to tlie lower 
city, aa sect, a, Joeephua catei^ned them aa one eity. However, thi« 
notion acema to be conllnned by what the aame Joaephiu laya ooocemlnf 
David'a, and many other kings of Judah'a, aepoloBfea, which, aa th* 
author, of the booka of Kings and Chroniclea eay, were in the city of 
David, »o doea Joeephua ktiU aay they were in Jeruaalem. The aepalchre 
of David accma to have been al*o a known place in the several days ot 
ilyrcanus, of Herod, and of St. Peter— Antlq. b. xlii. oh. viii. seoL 4 1 
b. avi. ch. vii. sect. 1 ; Acta 11. S8. Now no sueh royal i>epulehree hav* 
been found about Mount Bion, but are found cioee by the north wall of 
Jprawlem, which I suspect, tnervlbre, to be thew very Mpulchres. Sea 
the nou on ch. a v. sect. a. In the nt«antlme, Joaephus's explicmtioa of 
tiic lame, and the blind, and the maimed, aa ret to keep thU dty or 
cltadnl, »cema to be tlie truth, and gives the best light to that history ia 
our Bible. Mr. Utuus truly observes (app. liavtreamp, p. Wft), that 
Jo«epbu8 never mentlone Mount Sion by toat name, as/uUiing it for an 

"• — • • >er name j he still either 

lo I eee any rsasoo for Mr 
f Joaephus. 



lepbus ne 



mand fIrum God, entailed the crown on David and his posterity i for no 
Suther did thateoiall ever rsaeh,.-.doh)aion himself having never had any 
promise made him that hU posterity should always have the right to iu 
t These wwds of Joeephos, conoemlng the tribe of Issachar, " who 
fcvsknew what w«s to come herntfler,'* are beat paraphnued by the 
parallel Uxt (1 Chron. zil. 8S){ *' Who had understanding of the tlmee, 
CO know what Israel mwht to do:- that Is, Who had so much knowledge 
la astrooomy as to make oalendtis for the Israelites, that they might 
keep their foaUvaU, and plough and eow, and gather in UmIt harvceta 
•Bd trloUf* la dae wason. 



t agree to what Joesphag 
ills dty waa eallsd Solyma 
t waa by him called Hiero. 
o have been so called after 
•s*; "the Lord wiU sec, a* 
ns/k, with a little altenuioa* 

be Jerusalem; and sinee 
*• Ocd wiU provide himsell 
lere said to have been tto- 
me the meet probable dsvl- 

ThatOod would provid* 
take away the slas of t|)« 
Mket«, can hardly ba w^ 
ladsaoweUjadfM. 
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tome sftj that Homer mentions it by that name of 
Solyma, [for he named the temple Solyma, acoord- 
mg to the Hebrew language, which denotes ueu- 
rity,'] Now the whole time from the warfare 
nnder Joshua our general against the Canaanites, 
and ftt>m that war in which he overcame them, and 
distributed the land among the Hebrews (nor could 
the Israelites ever cast the Canaanites out of Jeru- 
salem until this time, when David took it by siege,) 
this whole time was five hundred and fifteen years. 
3. I shall now make mention of Araunah, who 
was a wealthy man among the Jebusites, but was 
not slain by David in the siege of Jeruaslem, be- 
cause of the good-will he bore to the Hebrews, and 
a particular benignity and affection which he had 
to the king himself ; which I shall take a more 
seasonable opportunity to speak of a little after- 
wards. Now David married other wives over and 
above those which he had before : he had also con- 
cubines. The sons whom he had were in number 
eleven, whose names were Ammon, Emnos, Eban, 
Nathan, Solomon, Jeban, Elien, Phalna, Ennaphen, 
Jenae, Eliphale ; and a daughter, Tamar. Nine 
of these were bom of legitimate wives, but the two 
last-named of concubines ; and Tamar had the same 
mother with Absalom. 



CHAPTER IV. 

THAT WHEN DAVID HAD CONQUERED THE PHILIS- 
ZIlfES, WHO MADE WAR AGAINST Hf K AT JERUSA- 
LEM, HE REMOVED THE ARK TO JERUSALEM, AND 
HAJD A MIND TO BUILD A TEMPLE. 

§ 1. When the Philistines understood that David 
was made king of the Hebrews, they made war 
a^&inst him at Jerusalem ; and when they had 
seized upon that valley which is called The Valley 
»/ the OiantM, and is a place not far from the city, 
they pitched their camp therein : but the king of 
the Jews, who never permitted himself to do any 
thing without prophecy,* and the command of God, 
and without depending on him as a security for the 
time to come, bade the high-priest to foretell to 
him what was the will of God, and what would 
be the event of this battle. And when he foretold 
Aat he should gain the victory and the dominion, 
he led out his arm^ against the Philistines ; and 
when the battle was joined, he came himself behind, 
and fell upon die enemy on the sudden, and slew 
some of them, and put the rest to flight. And let 
no ofie suppose that it was a small army of the Phi- 
listines that came against the Hebrews, as guessing 
so from the suddenness of their defeat, and from 
their having performed no great action, or that 
was worth recording, from Uie slowness of their 
march and want of courage ; but let him know that 
all Svria 4Uid Phoenicia, with maay other nations 
besides them, and those warlike nations also, came 
to their assistance, and had a share in this war : — 
which thing was the only cause why, when they 
bad been so often conquered, and had lost so many 

• Tt SwiMM h«i« to \m rcmailud, that Smil trv ranlj, and D»Tld 
«M9 AvqacBtly, eooMltod God by Urim i and that David alimd tHwm,y% 
«• dcpnd MM ott Ui own pnidanea or sMlltlM, bat on the divfaia diiM. 
HoBaOOatiaiy to SmI** praetlee. Sro Mot. », and th« not* on Antiq. b. 
HL ah. via M8I. 9 1 and wkan Saatli dansbtrr (but Davbll wlfc) Mlchal 
'MBkad at DiavU^ daneln« btlbf* ttac ark, tSam. vi. 18. fte. ; and bei«, 
MM. 1, 1; 1^ U to ftrobabla aba dtd m. broauae her tkiher daul did aoi 
aa» to nay andk a itgud to tba i rk, to tb* Urim there loqutrvd bj, or 
to 0««%««nklp bafea It i and becaoM tba tho«;«bt tt bvMatb tha dig. 
any afa kiBf to ba sa nUgfaNu. 



ten thousands of their men, they still came upon 
the Hebrews with ereater armies ; nay, indeed^ 
when they had so often failed of their purpose ui 
these battles, they came upon David with an army 
three times as numerous as before, and pitched 
their camp on the same spot of ground as before* 
The king of Israel therefore inquired of God a^n 
concerning the event of the battle ; and the high- 
prtest prophesied to him, that he should keep his 
army in the groves, called the Oroves of Weeping^ 
which were not far from the enemy's camp, and 
that he should not move, nor begin to fight, till the 
trees of the grove should be in motion without the 
wind's blowing ; but as soon as these trees moved, 
and the time foretold to him by God was oome, he 
should, without delay, go out to gain what was an 
already prepared and evident victory ; for the se- 
veral ranks of the enemy's army did not sustain 
him, but retreated at tiie first onset, whom he 
closely followed, and slew them as he went along, 
and pursued them to the city of Gaza (which is the 
limit of their country) : after this he spoiled their 
camp, in which he found great riches ; and he de- 
stroyed their gods. 

2. When this had proved the event of the battle, 
David thought it proper, upon a consultation with 
tlie elders and rulers, and captains of thousands, to 
send for those that were in the flower of their age 
out of all his countrymen, and out of the whme 
land, and withal for the priests and the Levites, in 
order to tlieir going to Kirjathjearim, to bring up 
the ark of God out of that city, and to carry it to 
Jerusalem, and there to keep it, and offer before it 
those sacrifices and those honours with which God 
used to be well pleased ; for had they done thus in 
the reign of Saul, they had not undergone any great 
misfortunes at all. So when the whole body of the 
people were oome togetlier, as they had resolved to 
do, the king came to the ark, which the priests 
brought out of the house of Aminadab, and laid it 
upon a new cart, and permitted their brethren and 
tlietr children to draw it, together with the oxen. 
Before it went the king, and the whole multitude 
of the people with him, singing hymns to God, and 
making use of all sorts of songs usual among them, 
wiUi variety of the sounds of musical instruments, 
and with dancing and singing of psalms, as also 
with the sounds of trumpets and of eymbals, and 
so brought the ark to Jerusalem. But as they 
were come to the threshing-floor of Chidon, a 
place so o&lled, Uz74ih was slain by the anger of 
aod i for as the oxen shook the ark, he stretched 
out his hand, and would needs take hold of it. Now 
because he was not a priest,t and yet touched tha 
ark, God struck him dead. Hereupon both the 
king and the people were displeased at the death of 
Uzzah ; and the place where he died is still called 
the Breach of Uiotak unto this day. So David was 
afraid ; and supposing that if he received the ark 
to himself into the city, he might suffer in the like 
manner as Uzzah had suffered, who, upon his bare 
putting out his hand to the ark, died in the maimer 
already mentioned, he did not receive it to himself 
into the city, but he took it aside unto a certain 

1 Jowphoi Mcms to ba partly in tha richt, whan ha obaerwn hart 
that Uaah wac no prtwt (uiough parhapaba might ba a Levitel, and 
waa tbcrcfoK ttriiek dead Itar touching the ark, oontrarjr to tha tow, and 
for which profkna raahnrM death was the penalty by that tow. Nuanb. 
iv. 15, SO. Sec the like beAira, Antlq. b. vL ah. C eeet. «. It la not tm. 
prnbabl* that the putting this ark tn a oart, when it ooght to have bean 
carried by the prletti or Lavitai, aa it was preeently here in Joeepbus ea 

carried from Obededon't bouee to DaTid'e, might be alao ar ' ' 

the anger of God on that brcaoh of hie tow. Sea If umb. It. . 
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plnee belonging to a righteous man, whoee name 
wae Obededom, who was by his &mily a Levitei and 
deposited the ark with him ; and it remained there 
three entire months. This augmented the house of 
Obededom, and conferred many blessings upon it ; 
and when the king heard what had bemllen Obe- 
dedom, how he was become, of a poor man, in a 
law estate, exceedingly happy, and the object of 
envy to all those thai^ saw or inquired after hUi 
liouse, he took courage, and hoping that he should 
meet with no misfortune thereby, he transferred 
tlie ark to his own house, the priests carrying it, 
while seven companies of singers, who were set in 
that order by the king, went before it, and while 
he himself played upon the harp, and joined in the 
music, insomuch that whoi his wife Michal, the 
daughter of Saul, who was our first king, saw him 
so <£»ing, she laughed at him ; but when they had 
brought in the ark, they placed it under^the taber- 
nacle which David had pitched for it, and he offered 
costly sacrifices and peace-offerings, and treated the 
whole multitude, and dealt both to the women, and 
the men, and ihie infants, a loaf of bread and a 
cake, and anotlier cake baked in a pan, with a por- 
tion of the sacrifice. So when he had thus feasted 
the people, he sent them away, and he himself re- 
turned to his own house. 

3. But when Michal his wife, the daughter of 
Saul, came and stood by him, she wished him all 
other happiness ; and entreated that whatsoever he 
should farther desure, to the utmost possibility, 
might be given him by God, and that he might be 
fiivourable to him ; yet did she blame him, ttiat so 
great a king as he was should dance after an un- 
seemly manner, and in his dancing uncover himself 
among the servi^its and the hand- maidens : but he 
repUM, that he was not ashamed to do what was 
acceptable to God, who had preferred him before 
her father, and before all others ; that he would 
play fireqnently, and dance,, without any regard to 
what the hand-maidens and she herself thought of 
it So this Michal had no children ; however, 
when she was afterward married to him to whom 
Saul her father had given her (for at this time 
David had taken her away from him, and had her 
himself), she bare five children. But concerning 
those matters I shall discourse in a proper place. 

4. Now when the king saw that his affairs grew 
better almost every day, by the will of God, he 
thought he should offend him, if, while he himself 
continued in houses made of cedar, such as were of 
a great height, and had the most curious works of 
arohitecture in them, he should overlook the ark 
while it waa laid in a tabemade, and was desirous 
to build a temple to God, as Moses had predicted 
such a temple should be built.* And when he had 
discoursed with Nathan the prophet about these 
things, and had been eneouraged by him to do 
whatsoever he had a mind to do, as having God 
with him and hia helper in all things, he was there- 
upon the more ready to set about tliat building. 
But God appeared to Nathan that very night, and 
eommanded hmi to say to David,t that he took his 

• Jonphu b«i« InCrmns a% Uiat, aooofding to his imdcrstandtng of 
tiis MDM of hia oopy of Um Pentateach, Mows bad htatsalf foretold the 
bnildiDg of the tempi*, which jrot to nowhwa, that I kiiow oT, in our 
pcMMt eoplaa. And that thla u not a mutaka wt down bjr him ui wa- 
rUy. appaan by what ho obwrvad boforo, on Andq. b. i«. oh. vili; wet. 
40, how Moiw ftmtoM, that upon th* Jaws' ftatars dlaob«llon««, Uiclr 
tampla shoukl bt bunt aiMl rsbuilt, and that not onco only. b«t wveral 
•boas aftarwmrd. Sao also JoMpbiu's mantlon of Ood's foraicf com. 
■xji4a ta build sooh a tanpla pMnraUy (eh. xiv. taet. 8), eonttary to 
M» ochar eoptaiL or at Isaat to oar tiansiatliai of the Hebrew, 9 sjani. 
fii. 6. r I 1 Chron. ztH. a, 9. 

* JoM^ni seems, la this pfaMS, with our modern mtcrptvirrs, \o 



purpose and his desires kindly, since nobody ha4 
before now taken it into their head to build him a 
temple, although upon his having such a notion he 
would not permit him to build him that temple, 
because he had made many wars, and was defiled 
with the slaughter of his enemies ; that, however, 
after his death, in his old age, and when he had 
lived a long life, there should be a temple built by 
a son of his, who should take the kingdom after him, 
and should be called Solomon, whom he promised 
to provide for, as a father provides for his son, by 
preserving the kingdom for his son*s posterity, and 
delivering it to Stem ; but that he would still 
punish him if he sinned, with diseases and barren- 
ness of land. When David understood tliis from 
the prophet, and was overjoyful at tliis knowledge 
of the sure continuance of the dominion to his pos- 
terity, and that his house should be splendid, and 
very famous, he came to the ark, and fell down on 
his face, and began to adore God, and to return 
thanks to him for all his benefits, as well for those 
that he had already bestowed upon him, in raising 
him from a low state, and from the employment of 
a shepherd, to so great dignity of dominion and 
glory, as for those also whidi he had promised to 
his posterity ; and, besides, for tliat providence 
which he haid exercised over the Hebrews,«in pro- 
curing them the liberty they enjoyed. And when 
he had said thus, and had sung an hymn of praise 
to God, he went his way. 



CHAPTER V. 

HOW DAVID BROUGHT UNDER THE PHILISTINES, AND 
THE MOABI^ES, AND THE KINGS OF SOPHENE, AND 
OF DAMASCUS, AND OP THE SYRIANS, AS ALSO TUB 
IDUMEANS, IN WAR ; AND HOW HE MADE 4 
{.EAQUE WITH THE KING OF BAMATH ; AND WAS 
MINDFUL OF THE FRIENDSHIP THAT JONAT|fAljf, 
THE SON OF SAUL, HAD BORNE TO HIM. 

§ 1. A LITTLE while after this, he considered that 
he ought to make war against the Philistines, and 
not to see any idleness or Uziness permitted in hia 
management, that so it might prove, as God had 
foretold to him, that, when he had overthrown hia 
enemies, he should leave his posterity to reign in 
peace afterward : so he called together his army 
again, and when he had chai^d uem to be ready 
and prepared for war, and when he thought that all 
things in his army were in a good state, he removed 
from Jerusalem, and came against the Philistines ; 
and when he had overcome them in battle, and had 
cut off a great part of their country, and adjoined 
it to the country of the Hebrews, he transferred the 
war to the Moabites ; and when he had overcome 
two parts of their army in battle, he took the re- 
nuiining part captive, and imposed tribute upon 
them, to be paid annually. He then made war 
aeainst Hadadezer, the son of Rehob, kins of So- 
phene ; and when he had joined battle with him at 
tlie river Euphrates, he destroyed twenty thousand 
of his footmen, and about seven thousand of his 
horsemen ; he also took a thousand of his chariots, 
and destroyed the greatest part of them, and or- 

oottfound the two distlnet pradtetlont which God m«de to Davi^ and to 
KaUuiii, ooncemlng the building him a temple by one oTDaTid'i poet*. 
rity : the one beionceth to Holomon, the other to the Moseiah ; Ute dis. 
UiicUoii between whleh is of the jreatast ooiMaqaence to the Chrletlaq 

relifion. 
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dered that no mpn t}ian one hundred should be 
kept.* 

2. Now when Hadad,t king of Damascus and of 
Syria, beard that David fought against Hadadezer, 
who was his friend, he came to his assistance with 
a powerful army, in hopes to respue him ; and when 
he had joined battle with David at the river Eu- 
phrates, he failed of his purpose, and lost in tlie 
oatUe a great number of his soldiers ; for there 
were slain of the army of Hadad twenty thousand, 
and all tlie rest fled. Nicolaus [of Damascus] also 
makes mention of this king in the fourth book of his 
histories ; where he speaks thus : *' A great while 
after these things had happened, there was one of 
that country whose name was Hadad, who was be- 
come very potent : he reigned over Damascus and the 
other parts of Syria, excepting Phoanicia. He made 
war against David, the kmg of Judea, and tried his 
fortune in many battles, and particularly in the last 
battle at Euphrates, wherein he was beaten. He 
seemed to be the most excellent of all their kines 
in strength and manhood." Nay, besides tliis, he 
aaysof liis posteritv, that ^They succeeded one 
another in his kingdom, and in liis name ;" where 
he thus speaks : ** When Hadad was dead, his pos- 
terity reigned for ten generations, each of his suo- 
cessors receiving from his father thfU his dominion, 
and thia his name : as did the Ptolemies in Egypt. 
Bat the third was the most powerful of tlieni all, 
and was willing to avenge the defeat his forefather 
liad received : so he made an expedition against 
the Jews, and laid waste the city which is now 
called Samaria." Nor did he err from the truth ; 
for this is that Hadad who made the expedition 
against Samaria, in the reign of Ahab, king of Is- 
rael ; concerning whom we shall speak in due 
place hereafter. 

3. Now when Dayid had made an expedition 
(t^nst Damascus and the other parts of Syria, and 
had broughtit all into subjection, and had placed gar- 
risons in the country, and appointed that Uiey should 
pay tribute, he retumjed home. He also dedicated 
to God at Jerusalem the golden quivers, the entire 
armour which the guards of Hadad used to wear : 
irhich Shishak, the lung of Egypt, took away when 
}ie fought with David's grand-son, Rehoboam, wit|i 
a great deal of other wealth which he carried out of 
Jerusalem. However, these things will come to be 
explained in their proper places hereafter. Now 
as for the king of the Hebrews, he was assisted by 
God who gave him sreat success in his wai-s ; and 
be made an expedition against tlie best cities of 
Hadadezer, Betah and Machon ; so he took them 
by force, and hiid them waste. Therein was found 
a veiy ineat quantity pf ^Id and silver, besides that 
9ort of orass which is said to be more valuable thai^ 
gold ; of which brass Solomon made that large ves- 
sel which was called The IBroMcn] iSea, and thoee 
roost carious lavers, when he built the temple for 
God. 

4. But when the king of Hamath was infonned 

* HbtU^ tvMrrlnf only on* hundred eharioti tn hlmwlf, out of mw 
Ihuiiiiail b« had uOmi from lUdMtaMr, wm owMt wotaaUy done In 
wwallwif with iht tow of Modto, which fcrtad* a kinf of JarMi " to 
skl&rtr horvM to hlniMir,- I>ctit. xvll. 1« ; one of th« princlpiU um* 
«rk4H« tit JadM •» that ttaM being for tfnwUig Um^t ehulotc da* 
Ja«h. xii. e } •ad Antlq. b. v. efaap. i. Met. 18. 
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of the ill success of H^dadeser, and had heard of 
the ruin of his army, he was afraid on his own ac- 
count, and resolved to make a leaffue of friendship 
and fidelity with David, before ne should come 
against him ; so he sent to him his son Joram, and 
professed that he owed him thanks for fighting 
against Hadadezer, who was his enemy, and made 
a league with him of mutual assistance and friend- 
ship. He also sent him presents, vessels of ancient 
workmanship, both of gold, of silver, and of brass. 
So when David had made this league of mutual as- 
sistance with Toi (for that was the name of the king 
of Hamath), and had received the presents he sent 
him, he dismissed his son with that respect which 
was due on both sides ; but then David brought 
those presents that were sent him, as also the rest 
of the gold and silver which he had taken of the 
cities whom he had conquered, and dedicated tliem 
to God. Nor did God give victory and success to 
him only when he went to the battle himself, and 
led his own army, but he gave victory to Abishai, 
the brother of Joab, eenefal of his forces, over the 
Idumeans,^^ and by him to David, when he sent 
him with an army into Idumea ; for Abishai de- 
stroyed eighteen thousand of them in the battle ; 
whereupon the king [of Israel] placed garrisons 
through all Idumea, and received the tribute of the 
country, and of every head among them. Now 
Darid was in his nature just, and made his deter- 
mination with regard to trpth. He had for the 
general of his whole army Joab ; and he made Je- 
hoshaphat, the son of Ahilud, recorder : he also 
appomted Zadok, of the family of Phineas, to be 
high-priest, together with Abiathar, for he was hit 
friend : he also made Seisan the seribe ; and com- 
mitted the command over the guards of his body tQ 
Benaiah, the 0on of Jehoiada. His elder sons were 
near his body, and had the care of it also. 

5. He also called to mind the covenants and the 
oaths he had made with Jonathan, the son of Saul, 
and the friendship and afifection Jonathan had for 
him ; for besides all the rest of the excellent quali- 
ties with which he was endowed, he was also ex-» 
ceeding mindful of such as had at other times be- 
stowed benefits upon him. He therefore gave order 
that inquiry should be made, whether any of Jona« 
than's uneage were living, to whom he might maka 
return of that <'i\ini|iM' acquaintance which Jonathan 
had had with him, and for which he was still debtor. 
And when one of Saul's freed men was broujp[ht to 
him, who was acquainted with thoee of his family 
that were still Uving, he asked him whether he 
could tell him of any one belonging to Jonathaii 
that was now alive, and capable of a requital of the 
benefits which he had leo^ved from Jonathan. 
And when he said that a son of his was remaining, 
whose name was Mephibosheth, but tliat he was 
lame of his feet ; for when his nurse heard that the 
father and grand-father of the child were fallen ui 
the battle, iSie snatched him up, and fied away, and 
let him fall from her shoulders, and his feet were 
lamed. So when he had learned where and by 
whom he was brought up, he sent messengers to 
Machir, to the city of Lodebar, for with him waa 
the son of Jonathtfi brought up, and sent for him 
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to come to him. So when Mephtbosheth came to 
the king, he fell on his face and worshipped him, 
but David encouraged him, and hade him be of 
ffood cheer, and expect better times. So he gave 
him his father's house, and all the estate which his 
grand- father Saul was in possession of, and bade 
him come and diet with him at his own table, and 
never to be absent one day from that table. And 
when the youth had worshipped him, on account of 
his words and gifts eiven to him, he called for Ziba, 
and told him that he nad given the youth his father's 
house, and all Saul's estate. He also ordered that 
Ziba should cultivate his land, and take care of it, 
and bring him the profits of all to Jerusalem. Ac- 
cordingly David brought him to his table every 
day ; and bestowed upon the youth, Ziba and his 
sons, who were in number fifteen, and his servants, 
who were in number twenty. When the king had 
made these appointments, and Ziba had worshipped 
him, and promised to do all that he had bidden him, 
he went his way ; so that this son of Jonathan dwelt 
at Jerusalem, and dieted at the king's table, and 
had the same care that a son could claim taken of 
him. He also had himself a son, whom he named 
Micha. 



CHAPTER VI. 

BOW THE WAR WAS WAORD AGAINST TUB AMMONITES, 
AND HAPPILY CONCLUDED. 

§ 1. These were the honours that such as were 
left of Saul's and Jonathan's lineage received from 
David. About this time died Naliash, the king of 
tlie Ammonites, who was a friend of David's ; and 
when his son had succeeded his father in the king- 
dom, David sent ambassadors to him to comfort 
him ; and exhorted him to take his father's death 
patiently, and to expect that he would continue 
the same kindness to himself which he had shown 
to his father. But the princes of the Ammonites 
took this message in evil part, and not as David's 
kind dispositions gave reason to take it ; and they 
excited the king to resent it ; and said that David 
had sent men to spy out the country, and what 
stren^ it had, under the pretence of humanity 
uid kmdness. They farther advised him to have 
« care, and not to give heed to David's words, lest 
he should be deluded by him, and so fall into an 
inconsoUble calamity. Aooordinglyy Nahash's 
[son], the king of the Ammonites, bought these 
princes spake what was more probable than the 
truth would admit, and so abused the ambassadors 
after a very harsh manner ; for he shaved the one 
half of their beards, and cut off one half of their 
gannents, and sent his answer not in words but in 
deeds. When the kme of Israel saw this, he had 
indignation at it, and showed openly that he would 
not overlook thb injurious and contumelious treat* 
ment, but would make war with the Amiiionitesy 
and would avenge this wicked treatment of his 
ambassadors on their king. So that the king's in* 
timate friends and commanders, understanding that 
they had vioUted their league, and were liable to 
be punished for the same, made preparations for 
war ; they also sent a thousand talents to the Syrian 
king of Mesopotamia, and endeavoured to prevail 
with him to assist them for that pay, and Shobaeh. 
Now these kings had twenty thousand footmen. 



They also hired the king of the country called Maa- 
cah, and a fourth king, by name Ishtob ; which Ust 
had twelve thousand armed men. 

2. But David was under no consternation at this 
confederacy, nor at the forces of the Ammonites ; 
and putting his trust in God, because he was going 
to war in a just cause, on account of the injurious 
treatment he had met with, he immediately sent 
Joab, the captain of his host, against them, and 
gave him the flower of his army, who pitched his 
camp by Rabbath, the metropolis of the Ammon- 
ites ; whereupon the enemy came out, and set 
themselves in array, not all of them together, but 
in two bodies ; for the auxiliaries were set in array 
in the plain by themselves, but the army of the 
Ammonites at the gate over>against tlie Hebrews. 
When Joab saw Uiis, he opposed one stratagem 
against another, and chose out the mdst hardy part 
of his men, and set them in opposition to the icing 
of Syria, and the kings that were witli him, and 

S^e the other part to his brother Abishiu, and bid 
m set them in opposition to the Ammonites ; and 
said to him, That m case he should see that the 
Syrians distressed him, and were too hard for him, 
he should order his troops to turn about, and assist 
him : and he said. That he himself would do the 
same to him, if he saw him in the like distress from 
the Ammonites. So he sent his brother before, 
and encouraged him to do every thing courageously 
and with alacrity, which would teach them to he 
afraid of disgrace, and to fight manfully ; and so he 
dismissed hmi to fight with the Ammonites, while 
he fell upon the Syrians. And though they made 
a strong opposition for a while, Joab slew many of 
them, but compelled the rest to betake themselves 
to flight ; which, when tlie Ammonites saw, and 
were withal afraid of Abishai and his array, they 
staid no longer, but imitated their auxiliaries, and 
fled to the city. So Joab, who had thus overcome 
the enemy, returned with great joy to Jerusalem to 
the king. 

3. This defeat did not still induce the Ammon* 
ites to be quiet, nor to own those that were supe- 
rior to them to be so, and be still, but they sent to 
Chalaman, the king of tlie Syriax^ beyond Eu- 
phrates, and hired him for an auxiliary. He had Sho- 
baeh for the captain of his host, with eighty thou- 
sand footmen, and ten thousand horsemen. Now 
when the king of the Hebrews understood that the 
Ammonites mid again gathered so great an army 
together, he determined to make war with them no 
longer by his generals, but he passed over the river 
Jordan himsetf with all his army ; and when he me> 
them he joined battle with them, and overcame 
tliem, and slew forty thousand of tiieir footmen, 
and seven thousand of their horsemen. He also 
wounded Shobaeh, the general of Chalaman's forces, 
who died of that stroke ; but the people of Meso- 
potamia, upon such a conclusion of the battle, deli«< 
vered themselves up to David, and seat him pre- 
sents, who at winter-time returned to Jerusalem. 
But at the beginning of the spring, he sent Joab, 
the captain of his host, to fight against the Ammon-^ 
ites, who overran all their country, and laid i| 
waste, and shut them up in their metxopolis, Rab« 
hah, and besieged them therein. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

BOW DATID FBLL IN LOTS WITH BATHStlEBA, AND 
SLKW HBR HUSBAND URIAH, FOR WHICH HB IS 
RBPROVBD BT NATHAN. 

f ] . But David fell now into a very grieTons sin, 
though he were otherwise natorally a righteous and 
a religions man, and one that firmly observed the 
laws of oar fathers ; for when late in an evening 
he took a view round him from the roof of his royiS 
pakoe, where he used to walk at that hour, he saw 
a woman washing herself in her own house : she 
was one of extraordinary beauty, and therein sur- 
passed all other women ; her name was Bathsheba. 
So he was overcome by that woman's beauty, and 
was not able to restrain his desires, but sent for her, 
and lay with her. Hereupon she conceived with 
child, and sent to the king, that he should contrive 
some way for concealing her sin (for, according to 
the laws of their fathers, she who had been guilty 
of adulteiy ought to be put to death). So the king 
■eut for Joab*s armour-bearer from the siege, who 
was the woman's husband ; and his name was 
Uriah ; and when he was come, die king inquired 
oC him about the army, and about the siege ; and 
when he had made answer, that all their affairs 
went according to their wishes, the king took some 
portions of meat from his supper, and gave them 
to him, and bade him go home to his wife, and take 
his rest with her. Uriah did not do so, but slept 
near the king with the rest of his armour-bearers. 
When the king was informed of this, he asked him 
why he did not go home to his house, and to his 
wife, after so long an absence ; which is the 
DAtural custom of all men, when they come from 
a long ioumey. He replied, that it was not right, 
while his fellow-soldiers, and the general of the 
army, slept upon the ground, in the camp, and 
in an enemy's country, that he should go and 
take his rest, and sohioe himself with his wife. So 
when he had thus replied, the king ordered htiu to 
stay there that night, that he might dismiss him 
the next day to the generaL So the king invited 
Uriah to supper, and after a cunning and dexterous 
manner plied him with drink at supper till he was 
thereby disordered ; yet did he nevertheless sleep 
at the king's gates, without any inclination to go to 
his wife. Upon this the king was very ann'y at 
him ; and wrote to Joab, and commanded him to 
vunish Uriah, for he told him that he had offended 
him ; and he suggested to him the manner in which 
he would have him punished, that it might not be 
diaoovered that he was himself the author of this 
his punishment ; for he charged him to set him 
over against that part of the enemy's army where 
the attack would be most hazardous, and where he 
might be deserted, and be in the greatest jeopiurdy ; 
lor he bade him order his fellow'-soldiers to retire 
oat of the fisht. When he had written thus to him, 
and sealed the letter with his own seal, he gave it 
to Uriah to carry to Joab. When Joab had re- 
ceived it, and upon readine it understood the king's 
purpose, he set Uriah in that phtce where he knew 
the enemv would be most troublesome to ihei^ 
and gave him for his partners some of the best ^1- 
diers in the army ; and said that he would also 
come to their assistance with the whole army, that 
if possible they might break down some part of the 
wall, and enter the city. And he desired him to 



be glad of the opportuftity of exposing himself to 
such great pains, and not to be displeased at it, 
since he was a valiant soldier, and had a great re- 
putation for his valour, both with the king and vrith 
his countrymen. And when Uriah undertook Uie 
work he was set upon with alacrity, he gave private 
orders to those who were to he his companions, tliat 
when they saw the enemy make a sally, they should 
leave him4 When, therefore, the Hebrews made 
an attack upon the city, the Ammonites were afraid 
that the enemy might prevent them, and get up into 
the city, and this at the very place whiuer Uriah 
was ordered ; so they exposed tlieir best soldiers to 
be in the fore- front, and opened their gates suddenly, 
and fell upon the enemy with great vehemence, and 
ran violently upon them. When those that were 
with Uriah saw this, they all retreated backward, 
as Joab had directed them beforehand ; but Uriah, 
as ashamed to run away and leave his post, sus- 
tained the enemy, and receiving the violence of 
their onset, he slew many of them ; hut beinff en- 
compassed round, and caught in the midst of them, 
he was slain, and some other of his companions 
were slain with him. 

2. When this was done, Joab sent messengers to 
the king, and ordered them to tell him that he did 
what he could to take the dty soon ; but that as 
they made an assault on the wall, they had been 
forced to retire with great loss ; and bade them, if 
they saw the king was anery at it, to add this, that 
Urudi was slain also. When the Idnf had heard 
this of the messengers, he took it hemously, and 
said that they did wrong when they assaulted the 
wall, whereas they ought, by undermining and other 
stratagems of war> to endeavour the taking of the 
city, especially when they had before their eyes the 
example of Abimelech, the son of Gideon, who 
would needs take the tower in Thebes b^ force, and 
was killed by a large stone thrown at him by an old 
woman ; and, although he was a man of great 
prowess, he ^ed-ignominiously by the dangerous 
manner of his assault. ' That they should remember 
this accident, and not come near the enemy's wall, 
for that the best method of making war with success 
was to call to mind tlie accidente of former wars, 
and what good or bad success had attended them in 
the like dangerous cases, that so they might imitate 
the one, and avoid the other. But when the king 
was in this disposition, the messengers told him that 
Uriidi wns slam also ; whereupon he was pacified. 
So he bade the messengers go back to Joab and tell 
him, that this misfortune is no other than what is 
common among mankind ; and that such is the na- 
ture, and such the accidente of war, insomuch that 
sometimes tiie enemy will have success therein, 
and sometimes others ; but tliat he ordered him to 
go on still in his care about the siege, that no ill 
accident might befall him in it hereafter : that they 
should raise bulwarks and use machmes in besieg- 
ing the city ; and when they have gotten it, to 
overturn ite very foundations, and to destroy all 
those that are in it Accordingly the messengers 
carried the king's message with which tliey were 
charged, and made haste to Joab. But Bathsheba, 
the wife of Uriah, when slie was informed of the 
death of her husband, mourned for his death many 
days ; and when her mourning was over, and the 
tears which she shed for Uriah were dried up, the 
I king took her to wife presently ; and a son was bom 
to him by her. 

3. With this marriage God was not well pleased. 
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but WIS thereupon angry ati>aTid ; and he appeared 
to Nathan the prophet m his sleep, and complained 
of the king. Now Nathan was a fair and prudent 
man ; and considering that kings* when they fall 
into a passion, are guided more by that passion than 
they are by justice, he resolved to conceal the 
threatenings that proceeded from God, and made a 
l^ood-natored discourse to him, and this after the 
manner following : — He desired that the king would 
five him his opimon in the following case : — " There 
were,*' said he, << two men inhabiting the same city, 
the one of them was rich and [tlie other poor]. 
The rich man had a great many flocks of cattle, of 
sheep, and of kine ; but the poor man had but one 
^we-lamb. This he brought up with his children, 
and let her eat her food with them ; and he had the 
same natural affection for her which any one might 
liave for a daughter. Now upon the coming of a 
stranm to the rich man, he would not vouchsafe 
to kill any of his own flocks, and thence feast his 
friend ; but he sent for the poor man's Iamb, and 
took her away firom him, and made her ready for 
food, and thence feasted the stranger.*' This dis- 
course troubled tlie king exceedingly ; and he de> 
nounced to Nathan, that " this man was a wicked 
man, who could dare to do such a thing ; and that 
it was but just that he sliould restore tlie lamb four* 
fold, and be punished with death for it also." Upon 
this, Nathan immediately said, that he was himself 
the man who ought to suffer those punishments, 
and that by his own sentence ; and that it was he 
who had perpetrated this great and horrid crime. 
He also reveJaled to him, and laid before him, the 
anger of God against him, who had made him king 
over the army of the Hebrews, and lord of all the 
nations, and those many and gx*eat nations round 
about bdm ; who had formerly delivered him out of 
the hands of Saul, and had given him sudi wives 
as he had justly and legally married ; and now tliis 
God was despised by him, and affronted by his im- 
piety, when he had married, and now had anotli^r 
man's wife ; and by exposing her husband to tlio 
enemy, had really slain him ; that God would inflict 
punishments upon him on account of those instances 
of wickedness ; that his own wives should be forced 
by one of his sons ; and that he should be treacher- 
ously supplanted by the same son ; and that al- 
thottsh he had perpetrated his wickedness secretly, 
vet would that punishment which he was to undergo 
be inflicted publicly upon him ; *^ that, moreover,"' 
aaid he, << the child who was bom to thee of her, 
shall soon die." When the king was troubled at 
these messages, and sufficiently confounded, and 
aaid| with tears and sorrow, ihht he had sinned, 
(for he was without controversy a pious man, and 

guilty of no sin at all in his whole life, excepting 
lose in the matter of Uriah), God had compassion 
on him, and was reconciled to him, and promised 
that he would preserve to him both his life and his 
kingdom ; for he said, tliat seeing he repented of 
the things he had done, he was no longer displeased 
with him. So Nathan, when he had detivered this 
prophecy to the king, returned home. 

4. However, God sent a dangerous distemper 
upon the child that was bom to David of the wife of 
Uriah ; at which the king was troubled, and did not 
take any food for seven days, although his servants 
almost forced him to take it ; but he dotlied him- 
self in a black garment, and fell down, and lay upon 
the ground in sackcloth, entreating God for the re- 
eovery of the child, for he vehemently loved the 



child's mother ; but when, on the seventh day, th* 
child was dead, the king*s servants durst not tell 
him of it, as supposing that when he knew it, he 
would still less admit of food and other eare of 
himself, by reason of his erief at the death of his 
son, since when the child was only sick, he so 
greatly afflicted himself, and grieved for him ; but 
when the king perceived that hid sefvantB were iH 
disorder, and seemed to be afibcted as those are 
who are very desirous to ^nceal something, heun-> 
derstood that the child was dead ; and when he ha^ 
Called one of his servants to him, and discovered 
that so it was, he arose up and washed himself, and 
took a white garment, and came into the tabetnade 
of God. He also commanded them to set supper 
before him, and thereby greatly surprised his kin- 
dred and servants, while he did nothing of this 
when the child was dek, but did it all when he was 
dead. Whereupon, havmg first begged leave to 
ask him a question, they besought him to tell them 
the i-«ason of this his conduct ; he then called them 
unskilful people, and instructed them how he had 
hopes of the recovery of the child while it was alive, 
and accordingly did all that was proper for him to 
do, as thinking by such means to render God propi- 
tious to him ; but that when the child was dead, 
tliere was no longer any occadon for grief,^ which 
was then to no purpose. When he had said this, 
they commended the king's wisdom and under- 
standing. He then went in unto Bathsheba hifl 
wife, and she conceived and bare a son ; and by 
the command of Nathan the prophet, called his 
name Solomon. 

5. But Joab sorely distressed the Ammonites in 
the dege, by cutting off their waters, and depriving 
ihem of other means of subdstence, till they were 
in the greatest want of meat and drink, for they 
depended only on one small well of water, and this 
they durst not drink of too freely, lest the fountain 
should entirely fail them. So he wrote to the king, 
and informed him thereof ; and persuaded him to 
come himself to take the city, that he might have 
the honour of the victory. Upon this letter of 
Joab's, the king accented of his good-will and fide- 
lity, and took with him his army, and came to th6 
destruction of Kabbah ; and when he had taken it 
by force, he gave it to his soldiers to plunder it ; 
but he himself took the kmg of Uie Ammonites* 
crown, the weight of which was a talent of gold ;* 
and it had in its middle a precious stone odled a 
sardonyx ; which crown Darid ever after wore on 
his own head. He also found many other vessels 
in tiie city, and those both splendid and of great 
price ; but as for the men, he tormented them,t 
and then destroyed them : and when he had taken 
the oUier cities of the Ammonites by force, he 
treated them after the same manner. 

» That a tatent of goM was aboat wven poandt wclflit, wm Um devlp. 
tlon of the tnnplei>, ihap. aiii. Nor oould JoMphiu wvll wclniata <l 
hiahrr. ■Inoe be hrra My* tlwt David won It on hit b«ad pCTpetually. 

4 Wh«tb«r JoM-pbM nw tb« wofds of our ooplea, 8 Satn. all. 11, and 
1 Chron. XX. 8. ibat David put tha lobaUtanM, or at hart Um (anrtMm 
of Babbah, and of Uia other Aimnonlte dUm whieb h« bMl«8ed and 
took, ttnder, or cot thvm with taws, and nnder, or with barrow* of Iron, 
and under, or with axei of iron, aod mad* them paw thnraah the brick 
ktln. It not her* dtreetlr caprnwad. If ba law them, at it b mort pro. 
bable ha did, ho rerUinfy cxpoundad tham of tormentlnc tbaxa Ammoa. 
itf« to death, who weia none of thow k««i naUoos of Cenaan, vhoM 
wickedneu bad rendered them Incapable of merej ; othcrwt«e I ah<M>d 
be Inclinable to think that the mcanins, at lea^t ae ib« words an la 
Bamoel, might only be this : That they were made tha ky^eet daeef, to 
work In Umber or itona, In harrowing the fleMi, In hewing Umber, hi 
making and burning brfeks. and the like hard Mrrtoea, but wlthoat 
Ukliia awar their Urea, we never ebewbeia, that I t«meml»r, meal 
with nioh meUiodt of erttalty In Mttdng men to deatfr la all tba BlMe, 
ar In any other aaolent hietory whateoevar i nor do tka woada la Samml 
leHB aalonUy tenCer to aay eMeh thlas. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

HOW ABSA.LOM MURDB&BD AMMON, WHO BAD FORCED 
HIS OWN 8ISTBR ; AND HOW HB WAS BANlSHXDy 
AND AFTBBWABDS &BCALLBD BT DAYID. 

f 1. Whbn the king was retomed to Jerusalein, a 
sad misfortime befel his house, on the occasion 
foUowing : He had a daughter who was yet a rirgin, 
and very handsome, insomuch that she surpassed 
all the most beautiful women ; her name was Ta- 
mar ; she had the same moUier with Absalom. 
Now Amnon, David's eldest son, fell in love with 
her, and being not able to obtain his desires, on ac- 
eount of her vireinity, and the custody she was 
nnder, was so mucn out of order, nay, his grief so 
eat up his body, that he grew lean, and his colour 
was changed. Now there was one Jonadab, a 
kinsman and friend of his, who discovered this his 
pofision, for he was an extraordinary wise man, 
and of great sagacity of mind. When, therefore, 
he saw mat every morning Amnon was not in body 
as he ought to be, he came to him, and desired 
him to tell him what was the cause of it : however, 
he said that he guessed that it arose from the pas- 
sion of love. Amnon confessed his passion, that 
he was in love with a mster of his, who had the 
same father with himself. So Jonadab suggested 
to him by what method and contrivance he might 
obtain his desires ; for he persuaded him to pre- 
tend sickness, and bade him, when his father should 
come to him, to beg of him that his sister might 
eome and minister to him ; for, if that were done, 
he should be better, and should quickly recover 
fix>m his distemper. So Amnon lay down on his 
bed, and pretended to be sick, as Jonadab had sug- 
gested. When his father came, and inquired how 
he did, he begged of him to send his sister to him. 
Accordingly, he presently ordered her to be brought 
to him ; and when she was come, Amnon bade her 
make cakes for him, and fry them in a pan, and do 
it all with her own hands, because he should take 
them better from her hand [than from any one's 
elsej. So she kneaded the flour in tlie sight of her 
bromer, and made him cakes, and baked them in a 
pan, and brought them to him ; but at that time 
he would not taste them, but gave order to his ser- 
vants to send all that were there out of his cham- 
ber, because he had a mind to repose himself free 
from tumult and disturbance. As soon as what he 
had oommanded was done, he desired his sister to 
bring Iiis supper to him into the inner parlour ; 
whi<3i, when the damsel had done, he took hold of 
her, and endeavoured to persuade her to lie with 
him. Whereupon the damsel cried out, and said, 
** Nay, brother, do not force me, nor be so wicked 
as to transgress the laws, and bring upon thyself 
the utmost confusion. Curb this thy unrighteous 
and impure lust» from which our house will get 
nothing but reproach and disgrace." She also 
advised him to speak to his father about this affair ; 
ibr he would pennit him [to marry her]. This she 
aatd, as desirous to avoid her bro&er's violent pas- 
sion at present. But he would not yield to her ; 
but, inflamed with love and blinded with the vehe- 
meney of his passion, he forced his sister : but as 
soon SB Amnon had satisfied hb lust, he hated her 
immediately, and giving her reproachful words, 
bade bdr rise up and be gone. And when she said 
lluit this was a more injurious treatment than the 



former, if, now he had forced her, he would not let 
her stay with him till the evening, but bid her go 
away in the day-time, and while it was light, that 
she might meet with people that would 1m witness 
of her shame, — ^he oommanded his servant to turn 
her out of his house* Whereupon she was sorely 
grieved at the injury and violence that had been 
offered to her, and rent her loose coat (fof the vir- 
gins of old time wore such loose coats tied at the 
hands, and let down to the ankles, that the inner 
coats might not be seen), and sprinkled ashes on 
her head ; and went up the middle of the dty, cry- 
ing out and lamenting for the violenoe that had 
bc^n offered her. Now Absalom, her brother, 
happened to meet her, and asked her what sad 
thuig liad befallen her, that she was in that plight | 
and when she had told bun what injury had been 
offiered her, he comforted her, and desired her to be 
quiet, and take all patiently, and not to esteem her 
being corrupted by her brother as an injury. So 
she yielded to his advice, and left off her crying 
out, and discovering the force offered her to the 
multitude : and she continued as a widow with her 
brotlier Absalom a long time. 

2. When David his laUier knew this, he was 
grieved at the actions of Amnon ; but because ho 
had an extraordinary affection for him, for he was 
his eldest son, he was compelled not to afllict him ; 
but Absalom watohed for a fit opportunity of re- 
venging this crime upon him, for he thoroughly 
hated him. Now the second year after this wicked 
affair about his sister was over, tmd Absalom was 
about to go to sheer his own sheep at Baalhasor, 
which is a city in the portion of Ephraim, he be- 
sought his father, as well as his brethren, to come 
and feast with him : but when David excused him- 
self, as not being willing to be burdensome to him, 
Absalom desired he would however send his bre- 
thren ; whom he did send acoordmgly. Then Ab- 
salom charged his own servants, that when they 
should see Amnon disordered and drowsy with 
wine, and he should eive them a signal, they should 
fear nobody, but kill nim. ' 

3. When they had done as they were oom- 
manded, the rest of his bretliren were astonished 
and disturbed, and were afraid for themselves, so 
they immediately got on horseback, and rode away 
to their father : but somebody there was who pre- 
vented them, and told their father they were all 
slain by Absalom ; whereupon he was overcome 
with sorrow, as for so many of his sons that were 
destroyed at once, and that by their brother also ; 
and by this oonsideFation, that it was their brother 
that appeued to have slain them, he aggravated 
his sorrow for them. So he neither inquired what 
was the cause of this slaughter, nor staid to hear any 
thing else, which yet it was but reasonable to have 
done, when so very great, and by that greatness so 
incredible a misfortune was related to him, he rent 
his clothes, and threw himself upon the ground, and 
there lay lamenting the loss of all his sons, both 
those who, as he was informed, were slam, and of 
him who ^ew them. But Jonadab, the son of his 
brother Shemeah, entreated him not to indulge his 
sorrow so far, for as to the rest of his sons he did 
not believe that they were sUiin, for he found no 
cause for such a suspicion ; but he said it might 
deserve inquiry as to Amnon, for it was not unlikely 
that Absalom might venture to kill him on acoouut 
of the injury he had offered to Tamar. In the 
meantime, a great noise of horses, and a tumult of 
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dome p^ple that were coming, turned their atten- 
tion to them ; they were the king's sons, who were 
fled away from the feast So their father met them 
as they were in their grief, and he himself grieved 
with them ; but it was more than he expected to 
see those his sons again, whom he had a little before 
heard to have perished. However, there were 
tears on both sides ; they lamenting their brother 
who was killed, and the king lamenting his son, 
who was killed also ; but Absalom fled to Geshnr, 
to his grandfather by his mother's side, who was 
king of that country, and he remained with him 
three whole years. 

4. Now David had a design to send to Absalom, 
not to come that he should to be punished, but that 
he might be with him, for the effects of his anger 
were abated by lenzth of time. It was Joab the 
captain of his host, that chiefly persuaded him so to 
do ; for he suborned an ordinary woman, that was 
stricken in a^, to go to the kine in mourning ap- 
parel, who said thus to him : — That two of her sons 
m a coarse wav, had some difference between them, 
and that in. the progress of that difference they 
came to an open quarrel, and that one was smitten 
by the other, and was dead ; and she desired him 
to interpose in this case, and to do her the favour 
to save this her son from her kindred, who were 
Tcry zealous to have him that had slain his brother 
put to death, that so she might not be farther de- 
prived of the hopes slie had of being taken care of 
m her old age by him ; and that if he would hinder 
this slaughter of her son by those that wished for 
it, he would do her a great favour, because the kin- 
dred would not be restrained from their purpose 
by any thing else than by the fear of him : — and 
when the king had given his consent to wliat the 
woman had begged of him, she made this reply to 
him : — " I owe Uiee thanks for thy benignity to me 
in pitying my old age, and preventing tlie loss of 
my only remaining child ; but in order to assure 
me of this thy kindness, be first reconciled to thine 
own son, and cease to be angry with him ; for how 
shall I persuade myself tfiat thou hast really be- 
stowed th^B favour upon me, while thou thyself con- 
tinuest after the like manner in thy wrath to tliine 
own son 1 for it is a foolish thing to add wilfully 
another to thy dead son, while u\e death of the 
other was brought about without thy consent :" — 
and now the kmg perceived that this pretended 
story was a subordination derived from Joab, and 
was of his contrivance ; and when, upon inquiry of 
the old woman, he understood it to be so in reality, 
be called for Joab, and told him he bad obtained 
what he requested according to his own mind ; and 
be bid him bring Absalom back, for he was now 
displeased, but had already ceased to be an^ with 
him. So Joab bowed himself down to the kmg, and 
took his words kindly, and went immediately to 
Geshur, and took Absalom with him, and came to 
Jerusalem. 

5. Howeveri the kmg sent a message to his son 
beforehand, as he was coming, and commanded him 
to retire to his own house, for he was not yet in 
such a disposition as to think fit at present to see 
him. Accordingly, upon the father's command, he 
avoided coming into his presence, and contented 
himself with the respects paid him by bis own fa- 
mily only. Now his beauty was not impaired, 
either by the grief he had been underj or by the 
want of such care as was proper to be taken of a 
kin^s son, for he still Burpaased and excelled all 



men in the talluess of his bodv, and was more emi- 
nent [in a fine appearance] uan those that dieted 
the most luxuriously ; and indeed such waa the 
thickness of the hair of his head, that it was vrith 
difficulty he was polled every eighti^ day ; and faia 
hair weighed two hundred shekels,* which are five 
pounds. However, he dwelt in Jerusalem twe 
years, and became the father of three sons, and one 
daughter ; which daughter was of very great beanty, 
and which Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, took to 
wife afterward, and had by her a son named Abi- 
jah ; but Absalom sent to Joab, and desired him to 
pacify his father entirely towaids him ; and to be- 
seech him to give him leave to come to him to see 
him, and speak with him ; but when Joab neglected 
so to do, he sent some of his own servants, and set 
fire to the field adjoining to him ; Whidi, when 
Joab understood, he came to Absalom, and accused 
him of what he had done ; and asked him the rear 
son why he did so 1 To which Absalom replied, 
that ^ I have found out this stratagem that might 
bring thee to us, while thou hast taken no care to 
peiform the injunction I laid upon thee, which was 
this, to reconcile my father to me ; and I really 
beg it of thee, now thou art here, to pacify my fa- 
tlier as to me, since I esteem mv coining hither to 
be more grievous than my banishment, while my 
fatlier*s wratli against me continues." Hereby Joab 
was persuaded, and pitied the distress that Absalom 
was in, and became an intercessor with the king for 
him ; and when he had discoursed with his fauier, 
he soon brought him to that amicable disposition 
towards Absalom, that he presently sent for him 
to come to him ; and when he had cast himself 
down upon the ground, and had begged for the for- 
giveness of his offences, the Idng raised him up, 
and promised him to forget what he had formerly 
done. 



CHAPTER IX. 

CONCERMNO THE INSURRECTION OF ABSALOK AOAlNSt 
DAVID ; AND CONCERNING AHITBOPHEL AND UV- 
SHAl ; AND CONCERNING ZIBA AND 8HI1IEI ; AND 
HOW AHITHOPHtiL HANGED BIXSELF. 

§ I. Now Absalom, upon this his success with the 
king, procured to himself a great many horses, and 
many chariots, and that in a little time also. He 
had moreover fifty armour-bearers that were about 
him, and he came early every day to the king's pa- 
lace, and spake what was agreeable to such as came 
for justice and lost their causes, as if that happened 
for want of good counsellors about the king, or per- 
haps because the judges mistook in that unjust sen- 
tence' they gave ; whereby he gained the sood-will 
of them all. He told them, that had he but such 
authority committed to him, he would distribute 
justice to them in a most equitable manner. When 
he had made himself so popular among the multi- 
tude, he thought he had already the good-will ol 
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the people Beeored to him ; hot when four yean* 
had passed sinoe his father's xeooncUiation to him, 
be eune to him, and besought him to give him leave 
to go to Hebron, and pay a sacrifice to Grod, be- 
eaose he Towed it to him when he fled out of the 
country. So when David had granted his request, 
be went Uiither, and great multitudes came running 
together to him, for he had sent to a great number 
so to do. 

2. Among them came Ahithophel the Grilonite, a 
oounsellor of David's, and two hundred men out of 
Jerusalem itself, who knew not his intentions, but 
were sent for as to a sacrifice. So he was appointed 
king by all of them, which he obtained by this 
stratagem. As soon as this news was broueht to 
David, and he was informed of what he did not 
expect from his son, he was a£FHffhted at this his 
Impious and bold undertaking, and wondered that 
he was so hr from remembering how his offence 
had been so lately forgiven him, that he undertook 
much worse and more wicked enterprises ; first, 
fo deprive him of that kingdom which was given 
bim of God ; and, secondly, to take away his own 
fiMher's life. He therefore resolved to fly to the 
ports beyond Jordan ; so he called his most inti- 
mate friends together, and communicated to them 
all that he had heard of his son's madness. He 
committed himself to God, to judge between them 
about all their actions ; and left the care of his 
royal palace to his ten concubines, and went away 
from Jerusalem, being willingly accompanied by 
the rest of the multitude, who went hastily 
away with him, and particularly by those six 
hundred armed men, who had been with him 
grom his first flight in the days of Saul. But he 
persuaded Abiatharand Zadok, the high-priests, 
who had determined to go away with him, as also 
all the Levites, who were with Uie ark, to stay be- 
hind, as hoping that God would deliver htm without 
its removal ; but he charged them to let him know 
privatdy how all things went on ; and he had their 
sons, Ahimaaz the son of Zadok, and Jonathan tiie 
son of Abiathar, for faithful ministers in all thlnn ; 
but Ittai the Gittite went out with him wheuer 
David would let him or not, for he would have per- 
suaded him to stay, and on that account he i^peared 
the more firiendiy to him ; but as he was ascending 
the mount of Olives barefooted, and all his company 
were in tears, it was told him that Ahithophel was 
with Absalom, and was of his side. This hearing 
angmented his grief ; and he besought Grod ear* 
nestly to alienate the mind of Absalom from Ahi- 
thophel, for he was afraid that he should persuade 
?iim to follow his pernicious counsel, for he was a 
prudent man, and very sharp in seeing what was 
advantageous. When David was gotten upon the 
top of ue mountain, he took a view of the city ; 
and prayed to God with abundance of tears, as hav- 
ing already lost his kingdom ; and here it was that 
a uithful friend of his, whose name was Hushai, 
met him. When David saw him vrith his clothes 
rent, and having ashes all over his hmd, and in U- 
mentation for the great change of aflairs, he com- 
forted him, and exhorted him to leave off grieving ; 
nay, at length he besought him to go back to Ab- 
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salom, and appear as one of his party, and to fish 
out the secretest counsels of his mind, and to con- 
tradict the counsels of Ahithophel, for that he could 
not do him so much good by being with him as he 
might by being with Absalom. So he was prevailed 
on by IHtvid, and left him, and came to Jerusalem^ 
whither Absalom himself came ako a little while 
afterward. 

3. When David was gone a little farther, there 
met him Ziba, the servant of Mephibosheth (whom 
he had sent to take care of the possessions which 
had been given him, as the son of Jonathan, the son 
of Saul) with a couple of asses, loaden with provi- 
sions, and desired him to take as much of them as 
he and his followers stood in need of. And when 
the king asked him where he had left Mephibosheth, 
he said he had left him in Jerusalem, expecting to 
be chosen king in the present confusions, in remem* 
brance of the benefits Saul had conferxed upon 
them. At this the king had sreat indignation, and 

S^ve to Ziba all that he had formerly bestowed on 
ephibosheth, for he determined that it was much 
fitter that he should have them than the other ; at 
which Ziba greatly rejoiced. 

4. When David was at Bahurim, a place so 
called, there came out a kinsman of Sanl's, whose 
name was Shimei, and threw stones at lum, and 
gave him reproachful words ; and as bis friends 
stood about tne king and protected him, he perse- 
vered still more in his reproaches, and callea him 
a bloody man, and the autiior of all sorts of mis- 
chief. He bade him also go out of the land as an 
impure and accursed wretch ; and he thanked God 
for depriving him of his kingdom, and causing him 
to be punished for what injuries he had done to his 
master [Saul], and this by the means of his own 
son. Now when they were all provoked aoainst 
him, and angry at him, and partieuUrly Abishai, 
who had a mind to kill Shimei, David restrained 
his anger. *< Let us not," said he, " bring upon 
ourselves another fresh nusfortune to those we have 
abeady, for truly 1 have not the least regaxd nor 
concern for this doc that ravest at me : I submit 
myself to God, by whose permission this man treats 
me in such a wUd manner ; nor is it any wonder 
that I am obliged to undergo these abuses from him, 
while I experience the like from an impious son of 
my own ; but perhaps Giod will have some com- 
miseration upon us ; if it be his will we shall over- 
come them.'* So he went on his way without trou- 
bling himself with Shimei, who ran along the other 
side of the mountain, and threw out Us aJjusive 
languaffe plentifrdly. But when David was come 
to Jonun, he allowed those that were with him to 
refresh themselves ; for they were weary. 

5. But when Absalom, and Ahithophel his coun- 
sellor, were come to Jerusalem, with all the people, 
David's friend, Hushai, came to them ; and when 
he had worshipped Absalom, he withal wished that 
his kingdom might last a long time, and continne 
for all ages. But when Absalom said to him, ** How 
comes this, that he who was so intimate a friend of 
my father's, and appeared faithful to him in all 
things, is not with him now, but hath left him, and 
is come over to me t" Hushai's answer was very 
pertinent and prudent ; for he said, ** We ought to 
follow God and the multitude of the people ; while 
these, therefore, my lord and master, are with thee, 
it is fit that I should follow them, for thon hasi re- 
ceived the kingdom from God. I will therefore, if 
thou believest me to be thy friend, show the same 
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fidtUQr aad JdndnesB to tbee, which thou knowoet I 
have shown to thy lather : nor is there any reason 
to be in the least dissatisfied with the present state 
of affurs, 4oT the kingdom is not transferred into 
another, hnt remains still in the same family, by 
the son's reeeiving itafter his father.'* This speeeli 
persuaded AbsakHn, who before sospected Hushai. 
And now he called Ahithophel, and consulted with 
him what he oa^it to do ; he persuaded him to go 
in unto his father's concubines ; for he said, tiutt 
^ by this action the people would believe tliat thy 
difference with tliy £wier is irreconcileable, and 
will thence fight with great alacrity agamst thy fa- 
ther, for hitherto they are afraid of taking up open 
enmity against liim, out of an expectation ihat you 
will be reconciled again.** Accordingly, Absalom 
was prevailed on by tliis advice, and ooimnanded 
his senrants to pitch him a tent upon the top of the 
royal palace, in the si^ht of the multitude ; and he 
went in and lay with his father's concubines. Now 
this came to pass according to the prediction of 
Nathan, when he prophesied and signified to him 
that his son would rise up in rebellion against him. 
6. And when Absalom had done wliat he was 
advised to by Ahithophel, he desired his advice, in 
the second place, about tlie war against his lather. 
Now Ahithophel only asked him to let him have ten 
thonsand chosen men, and he promised he would 
sU^ his father, and bring the soktiersback again in 
safety ; and he said, that then the kingdom would 
be firm to him when David was d^ [but not 
otherwise], Absak>m was pleased with this advice, 
and called for Huahai, David's friend (for so did he 
style him), and informed him of the opinion of Ahi- 
thophel : he asked, farther, what was his opinion 
eonceming that matter. Now he was sensible that 
if Afaithophel's counsel were followed, David would 
be in danger of being seized on, and slain ; so he 
attempted to introduce a contrary opinion, and said, 
** Thou art not unacquainted, king, with the va- 
lour of thy fiither, and of those that are now with 
him ; that he hath made many wars, and hath al- 
waprs come off with victoxy, though probably he now 
abides in the camp, for he is very skilful in strata- 
gems, and in foreseeing the deceitful tricks of his 
enemies ; yet will he not leave his own soldiers in 
the evening, and will either hide himself in some 
valley, or will place an ambush at some rock ; so 
that, when eur army ioias battle with him, his sol- 
dSen will retire for a little while, but will come upon 
vs again, as enoooraged by the king^s being near 
them ; and in the meantime yoor fisther will show 
hiasoelf suddenly in the time of the battle, and will 
infaae courage into his own people when Ihey are in 
danger, but bring consteniation to thine. Consider 
therefore, my s4viee, and reason upon it, and if 
4hou«aast not but acknowledge it to be tlie best, 
tejeet the opinioo of Ahithophel. Send to the en- 
iiM country of die Hebrews, and order them to 
'MOM and fight with thy fotfaer ; and do thou tliy- 
•elf take the army, and be thine own general in tins 
war, and do not trust its management to another ; 
then expect to conquer him with ease, when thou 
overtakest him openly with his few partisans, but 
hast thyeelf many ten thousands, who will be desi- 
roos to demonstrate to thee their diligence and 
alacrity. And if thy father shall shut himself up 
in some eit^, and besr a siege, we will overthrow 
that oity with machines of war, and by undermin- 
faig it" When Hushai had said this, he obtained 
his point against Ahithophel, for his opinion wss 



prefotred by Absalom before the other's : however, 
it was no other than God* who made the counselol 
Husliai appear best to the mind of Absalom. 

7. So Uusliai made haste to the high-priests, 
Zadok and Abiathar, and told them the opinion of 
Ahithophel, and his own, and that the resolution 
was taken to follow this latter advice. He there- 
fore bade them send to David, and tell him of it, 
and to inform him of tlie counsels tliat had been 
taken ; and to desire him farther to pass quickly 
over Jordan, lest his son should change bis mind, 
and make haste to pursue him, and so prevent him, 
and seize upon him before he be in safety. Now 
the high-priests had tlteir sons concealed in a proper 
pkioe out of the city, that they might carry news to 
David of what was transacted. Accordingly, they 
sent a maid-servan^ whom they could trust, to them, 
to carry the news of Absalom's counsels, and or- 
dered them to ngnify tlie same to David with all 
speed. So they made no excuse nor delay, but 
taking along with tliem their fathers' injunctions, 
because pious and faitliful ministers ; and, judging 
tliat quickness and suddenness was the best mark 
of faitliful service, tliey made haste to meet with 
David. But certain horsemen saw them when they 
were two furlongs from the city, and informed Ab- 
salom of them, who immediately sent some to take 
them ; but when tlie sons of the high-priests per- 
ceived tliis, they went out of the road, and betook 
tliemselves to a certain village (diat village was 
called Bahorim) ; there they desired a certain 
woman to hide Uiem, and afford tliem security. 
Accordingly she let the young men down by a rope 
into a well, and hud fleeces of wool over tliem ; and 
when those that pursued tliem came to her, and 
asked her whether she saw them, she did not denv 
that she had s^n them, fbr that they staid with 
her some time, but she said they then went their 
ways ; and she foretold, that, however, if they 
would follow them directly, they would catch them ; 
but when, after a long pursuit, they could not catch 
them, they came back again ; and when the woman 
saw those men were returned, and that there was 
no longer any fear of the young men's being caught 
by them, she drew them up by the rope, and bade 
them go on their journey. Accordingly they used 
great diligence in the prosecution of that journey, 
and came to David and informed him accurately of 
all the counsels of Absalom. So he commanded 
those that were with him to pass over Jordan while 
it was night, and not to deUy at all on tliatacoount. 

8. But Ahithophel, on rejection of his advice, 
got upon his ass and rode away to his own country, 
Gilon ; and calling his family together, he told 
them distinctly what advice he had given Absalom ; 
and since he had not been persuaded by it, he said 
he would evidently perish, and this in no long time, 
and that David would overcome hira, and return 
to his kingdom again ; so he said it was better that 

• This nOMtioa of JoMphui^i, that Ood bnwgiit to noaght Um iUo. 
gerout oounMl of Ahithophel, and directly InfhtuatcU wielMd Aboilotn 
to Inject It (whieh InfhtMtioD la whot tha Seriptiu* »tjrlea th« Judtolal 
hardening tha haarta. aad blinding tha cyoa of man, who by th«ir former 
voluntary wickedncaa, havo ju tly dceervtd to ba daatruyed, and ata 
tharkt^ teooght to daalrueUoii), hi a vary Juat ona, and in him not un- 
ftaqueut. h' or do«-a J oaaphu* ever paule hitnkctr. or perplex h !• raedt ra, 
with ■ubcila hypothcaca aa lo rba manner of tiwii Judletel inlhtuatlona 
hy God . while the JukUce oT them it generally to obvious. That pacuiiMf 
manner of the di«iua operation^, or permlwUms, or tha meant Ood 
makae uaa nf in euch eawa, u often Impenatmble by ua. ** Sceral thinga 
baloog to tha Lord our Oud ( but thoaa ibiiiga that nia ivvcalad hatong 
to tt», and to our ehlldnm Ajr ever, that w« may do all tha woida af thti 
Uw " DttUt. xalx. as. Vor hava all Um •ubtllUaa of tha modama, aa fhr 
aa I aae, givan any aoMidembIa light m thia, and mwiy othar tha liha 
pobitt or dtfllevlty ralattog atthar fta dlvlna or himuuB avamttooa. Baa 
Um notta on AaUq. b. v. eh. I. aaot. t{ aad Antlq. h. f«. ah. If. aaet. a. 
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be should take his own life away with freedom and 
magnanimity, than expose himself to be punished 
by David, in opposition to whom he had acted en- 
tirely for Absalom. When he had discoursed thus 
to them, be went into the inmost room of his house, 
and hanged himself ; and thus was the death oi 
Ahithophel, who was self-condemned ; and when 
his relations had taken him down from the halter, 
they took care of his funeral. Now, as for David, 
he passed over Jordan, as we have said already, 
and came to Mahanaim, a very fine and very strong 
city ; and all the chief men of the country received 
him with great pleasure, both out of the siiame they 
had that be should be forced to flee away [from 
Jemsalem], and out of the respect they bare him 
while he was in his former prosperity. These were 
BarxiUai the Gileadite, and Siphsr the ruler among 
the Ammonites, and Machir the principal man of 
GilMbd ; and these furnished him with plentiful 
provisions for himself and his followers, insomuch 
that they wanted no beds nor blankets for them, 
nor loaves of bread, nor wine ; nay, they brought 
them a great many cattlefor slaughter, and afforded 
them what fnmilore they wanted for their refresh- 
ment when they were weary, and for food, with 
plenty of other 



CHAPTER X. 

BOW, WHEN ABSALOK WAS BBATBK, HE WAS CAUOHT 
IM A TBEB BY HIS HAIR, AND WAS SLAIM. 

§ 1. Akd this was the state of David and his fol- 
lowen : but Absalom got together a vast army of 
the Hebrews to oppose his father, and passed there- 
with over the river Jordan, and sat down not far 
off Mahanaim, in the country of Gilead. He ap- 
pointed Amasa to be captain of all his host, instead 
of Joab his kinsman : his fatlier was Ithra, and 
hia mother Abigail : now she and Zeruiah, the mo- 
ther of Joab, were David's sisters ; but when Da- 
vid had numbered his followers, and found them to 
be about four thousand, he resolved not to tarry till 
Absalom attacked him, but set over his men cap- 
tains of thousands, and captains of hundreds, and 
divided his army into three parts ; the one part he 
eommitted to Joab,^ the next to Abbhai, Joab's 
brotlier, and the third to Ittai, David's companion 
and fri^d, but one tliat came from the city Gath ; 
and when he was desirous of fighting himself 
among them, his friends would not let him : 
and this refusal of theirs was founded upon very 
wise reasons : — ** For," said they, ** if we be con- 
qoered when he is with us, we have lost all good 
hopes of recovering ourselves; but if we should 
be beaten in one part of our army, the other parts 
may retire to him, and may thereby prepare a 
greater force, while the enemy will naturally sup- 
pose thai he hath another army with him." So 
David was pleased with tliis their advice, and re- 
solved himself to tarry at Mahanaim ; and as he 
sent his friends and commanders to the battle, he 
dmired them to show all possible alacrity and fide- 
lity, and to bear in mind what advantages they had 
received from him, which, though they had not 
been very greftt, yet had they not been quite meon- 
•iderable ; and be begged of them to spare the 
young man Absalom, lest some mis<diief should 
be&u bimael^ if he should be killed ; and thus did 
2 M 



he send out his army to the battle, and wished theni 
victory therein. 

2. Then did Joab put his army in battle array 
over-agaiust the enemy in the Great Plain, wher» 
he had a wood behind him. Absalom also brought 
his army into tlie field to oppose him. Upon the 
joining of tlie battle, both sides showed great ac- 
tions with their hands and their boldness ; the one 
side exposing themselves to the greatest hazards, 
and using their utmost alacrity, that David might 
recover his kingdom ; and the other being no way 
deficient, either in doing or suffering, that Absalom 
might not be deprived of that kmgdom, and be 
brought to punishment by his father, for his impu- 
dent attempt against him. Those also that were the 
most numerous were solicitous that they might not 
be conquered by those few that were with Joab, and 
with the other commanders, because that would be 
the greatest disgrace to them ; while David's sol- 
diers strove greatly to overcome so many ten thou- 
sands as the enemy had with them. Now David's 
men were conquertMrs, as superior in strength and 
skill in war ; so they followed the others as they 
fled away through the forests and valleys ; some 
they took prisoners, and many they slew, and mora 
in the fiisht than in the battle, for there fell about 
twenty thousand that day. But all David's men 
ran violently upon Absalom, for he was easily 
known by his beauty and tallness. He was himseUF 
also afraid lest his enemies should seize on him, so 
he got upon the king's mule and fled ; but as he 
was carried with violence, and noise, and a great 
motion, as being himself Ught, he entangled his hair 
greatly in the large boughs of a knotty tree, that 
spread a great way, and there he hung after a sur- 
prising manner ; and as for the beast, it went on far* 
ther, and that swiftly, as if his master had been stiU 
upon his back ; but he hanging in the air upon the 
boughs, was taken by his enemies. Now when one 
of David's soldiers saw this, he informed Joab of 
it ; and when the general said, That if he had shot 
at and killed Absuom, he would have given him 
fifty shekels,— he replied, << I would not have killed 
my master's son if thou wouldst have given me a 
thousand shekels, especially when he desired thaA 
the young man might be spared, in the hearing of 
us all." But Joab bade nun liiow him where it 
was that he saw Absalom hang ', whereupon he shet 
him to the heart, and slew him, and Joab's armour 
bearers stood round the tree, and pulled down his 
dead body, and cast it into a great chasm that wa« 
out of sight, and hud a heap of stones upon him» 
till the cavity was filled up, and had both the ap- 
pearance and the bigness of a grave. Then Joab 
sounded a retreat, and recalled his own soldiers 
from pursuing the enemy's army, m order to spare 
their countrymen. 

3. Now Absalom had erected for himself a mar- 
ble pillar in the king's dale, two furlongs distant 
from Jerusalem, which he named Absalom's Hand, 
saying, that if his children were killed, his name 
would remain by that pillar ; for he had three sons 
and one daughter, named Tamar, as we said before, 
who, when she was married to David's grandson, 
Rehoboam, bare a son, Abijah by name, who suc- 
ceeded his father in the kingdom ; but of these we 
shall speak in a part of our history which will be 
more proper. After the d^th of Absalom, they 
returned every one to their own homes respee- 
tively. 

4. Bat now Ahimaas, the son of Zadok thehi|^- 
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piest, went to Joab, and desired he would permit 
Dim to go and toll David of this vietory, and to bring 
him the good news that God had afforded his as- 
sistance and his providence to him. However, he 
did not grant his request, but said to him, ** Wilt 
thou, who hast always been the messenger of good 
news, now go and acquaint the king that his son is 
deadV So he desirad him to desist He then 
called Cushi, and committed the business to him, 
that he should tell the king what he had seen. But 
when Ahimaaz agun desired him to let him go as 
a messenger, and assured htm that he would only 
relate what concerned the victory, but not concern- 
ing the death of Absalom, he gave him leave to go 
to David. Now he took A nearer road than the 
former did, for nobody knew it but himself, and he 
eame before Cushi. Now as David was sitting be- 
tween the gates,* and waiting to see when some- 
body would come to him from the battle, and tell 
him how it went, one of the watehmen saw Ahi- 

X\z running, and before he could discern who he 
, he told David that he saw somebody comine 
to him, who said, he was a good messenger. A 
little while after, he informed him, that another 
messenger followed him ; whereupon the king said, 
that he also was a ^ood messenser : but when the 
watchman saw Ahimaaz, and £at he was already 
very near, he Mve the king notice, that it was the 
son of Zadok ttie bieh-priest, who came mnning. 
So David was very glad, and said he was a messen- 
ger of good tidings, and brought him some such 
news from the battle as he desired to hear. 

5. While the king was saying thus, Ahimaaz ap- 
peared, and worshipped the king. And when the 
king inquired of him about the battle, he said he 
brought him the good news of victory and domi- 
nion. And when he inquired what he had to say 
concerning his son, he said that he came away on 
the sudden as soon as the enemy was defeated, but 
that he heard a great noise of those that pursued 
Absalom, and that he could learn no more, because 
of the haste he made when Joab sent him to ii^orm 
him of the victory. But when Cushi was come, 
and had worshipped him, and informed him of the 
victory, he asked him about his son, who replied, 
** May the like misfortune befal thine enemies as 
hath be&llen Absalom." That word did not per- 
mit either himself or his soldiers to rejoice at the 
victory, though it was a very peat one ; but David 
went up to the highest part of the city,t and wept 
for his son, and Mat his breast, tearing [the luur 
of] his head, tormenting himself all manner of ways, 
and crying out, << O my son 1 I wish that I had died 
myself, and ended my days with thee 1" for he was 
of a tender natural affection, and had extraordinary 
oompaasion for this son in particular. But when 
the army and Joab heard that the king mourned 
for his son, they were ashamed to enter the city in 
the haUt of conquerors, but they all came in as cast 
down, and in tears, as if they had been beaten. 
Now while the king covered himself^ and grievously 

• n« vMdw BMd B04 bt Mnrrlnd a* thk Moonnt of DftTidl throiM, 
both hm Mid t Sun. zf lU. M, that It wm betwwD two gatM, or por- 
taki gatM baliiK la dtUi, m w«n m ai tlM tampU, luf* opca pbioM, 
with a portal at tho ootnaoo, aad aaothor ai tho oxit, botwoen whteh 
JMUdal oanoMwan bmrA, aad pubbo eonmiltatloiu takan. at b w«U 
KBowa Aon Mvatal plaeaof Borlptan, tOhivii. zuL t; FMtL Is. 14; 
•utU. ft{ Prov. i. tl I tUI. B. M; zszl. » ; aad often obowhon. 

t Sinea David was bow la Mahaaalm, aad la tho opoa pbea of that 
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thawall) andfltaMo onrothorooploi aagrho woai up to tho dtambor 
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NadlBf la Jooophi^ aad tir d^, ihoold toad fialt. I. «. buteod oT tho 
h|ghodportoriliodS^.ohoaldM7thohlghootpartortho«tB«h Accord, 
higl/ wo Sad SavM nmwitljvta Jooophno, aa woU aa la oar othw 
•apA^ t Sub. zlz. i^ AteS ao^olbro, hi tho fo«f of tho elty. 



hunented his son, Joab went in to him, and saidy 
** O my lord the king, thou art not aware that thou 
layest a blot on thyself bv what thou now doest ; 
for thou now aeemest to hato those that love thee, 
and undergo dangers for thee ; nay to hate thyself 
and thy family, and to love those that are thy bitter 
enemies, and to desire the company of those that 
are no more, and who have been justly slain ; for 
had Absalom gotten the victory, and firmly settled 
himself in the kingdom, there had been none of us 
left alive, but all of us, beginning with thyself and 
thv children, had miserably perished, while our ene- 
mies had not wept for us, but rejoiced over us, and 
punished even those that pitied us in our misfor- 
tunes ; and thou art not ashamed to do this in the 
case of one that has been thv bitter enemy, who, 
while he was thine own son, hath proved so wicked 
to thee. Leave off, tiierefore, Uiy unreasoaablo 
ffrief, and come abroad, and be seen by thy sol- 
diers, and return them thanks for the alacrity they 
showed in the fight ; for I myself will this day per- 
suade the people to leave thee, and to eive the king- 
dom to another, if thou continuest to do thus ; and 
then I shall make thee to grieve bitteriy and in 
earnest" Upon Joab's speaking thus to him, he 
made the king leave off his sorrow, and brought 
him to the consideration of his afikirs. So David 
changed his habit, and exposed himself in a manner 
fit to be Been by the multitude, and sat in the gates ; 
whereupon all the people heard of it, and ran toge- 
ther to him, and saluted him. And this was the 
present stato of David's affairs. 



CHAPTER XI. 

HOW DAVID, WHEN HE HAD BBCOVBBBD HIS RllfO- 
DOM, WAS RECONCILED TO SHIHEI, AND TO ZIBA ; 
AND SHOWED A ORBAT AFFECTION TO BARZILLAI ; 
AND HOW, UPON THE RISE OF A SEDITION, HE MAD E 
AMA8A CAPTAIN OF HIS HOST, IN ORDER TO PURSUE 
SHEBA ; WHICH AMASA WAS SLAIN BT JOAB. 

§ I. Now those Hebrews that had been with Ab- 
salom, and had retired out of the battle, when they 
were all returned home, sent messengers to every 
city to put them in mind of what b^efito David 
had bestowed upon them, and of that liberty which 
he had procured them, by delivering them from 
many and great wars. But they complained, that 
whereas they had ejected him out of his kingdom, 
and committed it to another governor, which other 
governor, whom they had set up, was already dead ; 
thev did now beseech David to leave off his anger 
at them, and to become friends with them, and, as 
he used to do, to resume the care of their affairs^ 
and to take the kingdom again. This was often told 
to David. And, this notwithstanding, David sent 
to Zadok and Abiathar the hirii-priests, that thev 
should speak to the rulers of the tribe of Judah 
after the manner following : — That it would be a 
reproach upon them to permit the other tribes to 
choose David for their king, before their tribe, and 
this said he, while you are akin to him, and of the 
same common blood. He commended them also to 
say the same to Amasa the captain of their forces, 
That whereas he was his sister's son, he had not 
persuaded the multitude to restore the kingdom of 
David ; that he might expect finom him not only a 
reooneUiation, for that was already granted, but 
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that supreme oomnuuid of the army also which 
Absalom had bestowed upon him. Accordingly, 
the high-prieele, when they had discoursed with 
Ibe mlerB of the tribe, and said what the king had 
ordeied them, persuaded Amasa to undertake the 
eaane of his affairs. So he persuaded that tribe to 
send immediatoly ambassadors to him, to beseech 
him to return to his ovm kingdom. The same did 
all the Israelites, at the like persuasion of Amasa. 

2. When the ambassadors came to him, he came 
to Jerusalem ; and the tribe of Judah was the first 
that came to meet the king at the river Jordan ; 
and Shimei, the son of Gera, came with a thousand 
men, which he brought with him out of the tribe of 
Benjamin ; and Ziba, the freedman of Saul, with 
his sons, fifteen in number, and with his twenty 
servants. AU these, as well as the tribe of Judah, 
hud a bridge [of boats] over the river, that the 
king, and those that were with him, might with ease 
pass OTer it Now as soon as he was come to Jor- 
dan, the tribe of Judah saluted him. Shimei also 
came npon the bridge, took bold of his feet, and 
prayed nim to forgive him what he had offended, 
and not to be too bitter against him, nor to think 
fit to make him the first example of severity under 
his new authority ; but to consider that he had re- 
pented of his failure of duty, and had taken care to 
eome first of all to him. While he was thus en- 
treating the king, and moving him to compassion, 
Alriflhai, Joab's brother, said. And shall not this 
man die for this, that he hath cursed that king whom 
Cfod hath appointed to reim over us t But David 
turned himself to him, and said, ** Will you never 
leave off, ye sons of 2^ruiah t Do not you, I pray, 
raise new troubles and seditions among us, now the 
former are over ; for I would not have you igno- 
rant, that I this day begin my reign, and therefore 
swear to remit to all offenders their pumshments, 
and not to animadvert on any one that has simied. 
Be thou, therefore," said he, " O Shimei, of good 
eoonge, and do not at all fear being put to death." 
So he worshipped him, and went on before him. 

3. Mephibosheth also, Saul's grandson, met Da- 
vid, clothed in a sordid garment, and having his 
hair thick and neglected ; for after DaVid was fled 
awBV, he was in such grief that he had not polled 
his head, nor had he washed his clothes, as doom- 
ing himself to undeno such hardships upon occa- 
sion of the change of the king's affairs. Now he 
had been unjustly calumniated to the king by Ziba, 
his steward. When he liad saluted the king, and 
worshipped him, the kinff began to ask him why he 
did not go out of Jerusalem with him, and accom- 
pany him during his flight t He replied, that this 
piece of injustice was owing to Ziba; because, 
when he was ordered to get things ready for his 
going oot with him, he took no care of it, but 
regarded him no more than if be had been a 
slave ; ** and, indeed, had I had my feet sound and 
strong, I had not deserted thee, for I could then 
have made use of them in my flight ; but this is 
not all the iniury that Ziba has done to me, as to 
my duty to thee, my lord and master, but he hath 
ealomniated me besides, and told lies about me of 
his own invention ; but I know thy mind will not 
admit of such calumnies, but is righteously disposed, 
and a tover of truth, which it is also the will of God 
should prevail. For when thou wast in the great- 
est danger of suffering by my grandfather, and 
idien, on that account, our wb3e family might 
justly have been destroyed, thou wast moderate 



and merciful, and didst then especially forget afi 
those injuries, when, if thou hadst remembered 
them, thou hadst the power of punishing us for 
them ; but thou hast judged me to be thy friend, 
and hast set me every day at thine own table ; nor 
have I wanted any thing which one of thine own 
kinsmen, of greatest esteem with thee, could have 
expected." When he had said this, David resolved 
neither to punish Mephibosheth, nor to condemn . 
Ziba, as having belied his master ; but said to him, 
that as he h^ [before] granted all his estate to 
Ziba, because he did not come along with him, so 
he [now] promised to forgive him, and ordered that 
the one half of lus estate would be restored to him.* 
Whereupon Mephibosheth, said, *'^ay, let Ziba 
take all ; it suffices me that thou hast recovered 
thy kingdouL" 

4. But David desired BarziUai the GUeadite,. 
that ^reat and ^ood man, and one that had made a 
plentiful provision for him at Mahanaim, and had 
conducted him as fiur as Jordan, toaccompanpr him 
to Jerusalem, for he promised to treat him m his 
old age with all manner of respect — ^to take care of 
him, and provide for him. But Barzillai was so 
desirous to live at home, that he entreated him to 
excuse him from attenduice on him ; and said, that 
lus age was too great to enjoy the pleasures [of a 
court], since he was fourscore years old, and was 
therefore making provision for lus death and burial ; 
so he desired bun to gratify him in this request, 
and dismiss him ; for he had no relish of his meat 
or his drink, by reason of his age ; and that his ears 
were too much shut up to hear the sound of pipes, 
or the melody of other musical instruments, such 
as all those that live with kings delight in. When 
he entreated for this so earnestly, the king said, ^ I 
dismiss thee ; but thou shalt grant me thy son 
Chimham, and upon him will I bestow all sorts of 
good things." So Barzillai left his son with him, 
and worsmpped the king, and wished him a pros- 
perous conclusion of all his affairs according to his 
own mind, and then returned home : but David 
came to Gilgal, having about him half the people 
[of Israel,] and the [whole] tribe of Judah. 

6. Now the principal men of the country came 
to Gilgal to him with a great multitude, and com- 
plained of the tribe of Judah, that they had come 
to him in a private manner, whereas they ought all 
conjointly, and with one and the same intention, to 
have given him the meeting. But the rulers of the 
tribe of Judah desired them not to be displeased if 
thev had been prevented by them : for, said they, 
** We are David's kinsmen, and on that account we 
the rather took care of him, and loved him, and so 
came first to him ;" yet had they not, by their early 
coming, received any gifts from him, which might 
give them who came last any uneasiness. When 
the rulers of the tribe of Judah had said this, the 
rulers of the other tribe were not quiet, but said 
farther, ** O brethren, we cannot but wonder at you 
when you call the king your kinsman alone, whereas 
he that haUi received from God the power over all 
of us in common, ought to be esteemed a kinsman 
to us all ; for which reason the whole people have 

iBMenw UMrt ha ^»M a food 6mi ifiwiHrtiil MiddMMfU wlMtterl 
pUbodMthlitetywaraMtiTClyenMornoCt nordoM David now In* 
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eleren parts in him, and jou bat one part :* we are 
also elder than you ; wherefore yon hare not done 
lustly in oominff to ihe king in this private and oon- 
eealed manner/' 

6. While tliese mlera were thus disputing one 
with another, a certain wicked man, who took a 
pleasure in seditious practices (his name wasSheba, 
the son of Bichri, of the tribe of Benjamin) stood 
ap in the midst of the muldtude, and cried aloud, 
and spake thus to them : — ^ We hare no part in 
David, nor inheritance in the son of Jesse." And 
when he had used those words, he blew with a 
trumpet, and declared war against the king ; and 
ihey all left David, and followed him ; the tribe of 
Judah alone staid with him, and settled him at his 
royal palace at Jerusalem. But as for his concu- 
bines, with whom Absalom his son had accompani- 
ed, truly he removed them to another house ; and 
ordered those that had the care of them to make a 
plentiful provision for them ; but he came not near 
them any more. He also appointed Amasa for the 
<!aptain of his forces, and gave him the same high 
office which Joab before had ; and he commanded 
him to gather together, out of the tribe of Judah, 
as mat an army as he could, and come to him 
wiuin three days, that he might deliver to him his 
entire army, and might send him to fight against 
[Sheba] the son of Bichri. Now while Amasa was 
gone out, and made some delay in gathering the 
army together, and so was not yet returned, on the 
third day the king said to Joab, — ^ It is not fit 
we should mtike any delay in this affair of Sheba, 
lest he should get a numerous army about him, and 
be th® occasion of greater mischief, and hurt our 
aiTairs more than did Absalom himself ; do not thou 
therefore wait any longer, but take such forces as 
thou hast at hand, and that [old] body of six hun- 
dred men and thy brother Abishai with thee, and 
pirsue after our enemy, and endeavour to fight 
him wheresoever thou canst overtake him. Make 
haste to prevent him, lest he seize upon some fenced 
cities, and cause us great labour and pains. before 
we take him." 

7. So Joab resolved to make no delay, but tak- 
fag with him his brother, and tliose six hundred 
men, and giving orders that the rest of tiie army 
which was at Jerusalem should . follow him, he 
tnarched with great speed against Sheba ; and when 
he was come to Gibeon, which is a village forty 
furlongs distant from Jerusalem, Amasa brought a 
great army with him, and met Joab. Now Joab 
was girded with a sWord, and his breast-plate on ; 
and when Amasa came near him to salute him, he 
took particular care that his sword should fall out, 
as it were, of its own accord ; so he took it up from 
the ground, and while he approached Amasa, who 
was then near him, as though he would kiss him, 
he took hold of Amasa's be<u^ with his other hand, 
and he smote him in his belly when he did not 
foresee it, and slew him. This impious and altoge- 
ther profane action, Joab did to a young man, and 
his kinsman, and one that had done him no injury, 
Und tills out of jealousy that he would obtain the 
diief command of the army, and be in equal dignity 
with himself about tiie king : and for the same 
cause it was that he killed Abner ; but as to that 
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former wicked action, the death of his brother Asa- 
hel, which he seemed to revenge, afibrded him a 
decent pretence, and made that crime a pardonable 
one ; but in this murder of Amasa tiiere was no 
such covering for it. Now when Joab had killed 
this general, he pursued after Sheba, having left a 
man with the dead body, who was ordered to pro- 
claim aloud to the army that Amasa was justiy slain, 
and deservedly punished. ** But," said he, ** if you 
be for the king, follow Joab his general, and Abi- 
shai, Joab's brother :" but because the body lay en 
the road, and all the multitude came running to it, 
and, as is usual with the multitude, stood wonder- 
ing a gpreat while at it, he that guarded it removed 
it thence, and carried it to a certain place tiiat was 
very remote from the road, and there laid it, and 
covered it with his garment. When this was done, 
all tiie people followed Joab. Now as he pursued 
Sheba through all tiie country of Israel, one told 
him that he was in a strong city, called Abelbeth- 
maacliah. Hereupon Joab went thither, and set 
about it with his army, and cast up a bank round 
it, and ordered his soldiers to undermine the walls, 
and to overthrow them ; and since the people in the 
city did not admit him, he was greatiy displeased 
at them. 

8. Now there was a woman of small account, and 
yet both wise and intelligent, who seeing her native 
city lying at the Ust extremity, ascended upon the 
wail, and, by means of the armed men, called for 
Joab ; and when he came to her, she began to say. 
That *' God ordained kings and generals of armies, 
that they might cut off tiie enemies of the Hebrews, 
and introduce a universal peace among them ; but 
thou art endeavouring to overthrow and depopulate 
a metropolis of the Israelites, which hath been 
guilty of no offence." But he replied, ^ God con- 
tinue to be merciful unto me : I am disposed to 
avoid killing any one of the people, much less would 
I destroy such a city as this ; and if they will deli- 
ver me up Sheba, the son of Bichri, who hath re- 
belled against the king, I will leave off the siege, 
and withdraw the army from tiie place." Now as 
soon as the woman heard what Joab said, she de- 
sired him to intermit the siegeforalittie while, for 
that he should have the head of bis enemy thrown 
out to him presently. So she wdir^down to the 
citizens, and said to them, << Will you be so wicked 
as to perish miserably, with >our children and 
wives, for the sake of a vile fellow, and one whom 
nobody knows who he is ! And will von have him 
for your king instead of David, who hath been so 
great a benefactor to you, and oppose your city 
alone to such a mighty and strong army V* So she 
prevailed with them, and they cut-off tiie head of 
Sheba, and throw it Into Joab*8 army. When this 
was done, the king's general sounded a retreat, and 
raised the siege. And when he was come to Jeru- 
salem, he was affain appointed to be general of all 
the people. The king also constituted Benaiah 
captain of tiie guards, and of the six hundrod men. 
He also set Adoram over the tribute, and Sabathos 
and Achilaus over the records. He made Sheva 
the scribe ; and appointed 2^dok and AbiaUiar the 
high* priests. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

BOW THB HKFUSWS WERE DELITERED PBOU A FA- 
MIITB WHB^ THE 6IBE0NITES HAD CAUSED PUNISH* 
XEIfT TO BE INPLICTBD FOR THOSE OF THEM THAT 
HAD BEEN SLAIN : AS ALSO, WHAT GREAT ACTIONS 
WERE PERFORMED AGAINST THB PHILISTINES BY 
DATID, AND THB MEN OF VALOUR ABOUT HIH. 

f 1. After this, when the coantry was greatly 
ftfflieted with & famine, David besought God to have 
mercy on the people, and to discover to him what 
WB8 the cause of it, and how a remedy might be 
ioimd for that distemper. And when the prophets 
answered, that God would have the Gibeonites 
ftrenged, whom Saul the king was so wicked as to 
beteay to sUnghter, and had not observed the oath 
which Joshua the general and tlie senate had sworn 
to them. If, therefore, said God, the king would 
permit such vengeance to be taken for those that 
were slain as the Gibeonites should desire, he pro- 
mised that he would be reconciled to them, and free 
the multitude from their miseries. As soon there- 
fore as the king understood that this it was which 
God sought, he sent for the Gibeonites, and asked 
them what it was they would have ; — ^and when 
they desired to have seven sons of Saul delivered 
to them to be punished, he delivered them up, 
hat spared Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan. 
So when the Gibeonites had received tlie men, they 
punished them as they pleased ; upon which God 
hepan to send rain, and to recover tlie earth to 
bnne fbrfh its fruits as usual, and to free it from 
the foregoing drought ; so that the country of the 
Hebrews flourished again. A little afterward tlie 
king made war against the Philistines ; and when 
he had joined battle with them, and put them to 
flight, he was left alone, as he was in pursuit of 
them ; and when he was quite tired down, he was 
seen by one of tlie enemy, whose name was Ach- 
mon, die son of Araph ; he was one of the sons of 
the giants. He had a spear, the handle of which 
weighed three hundred shekels, and a breast- pUte 
of chain-work, and a sword. He turned back, and 
ran violently to slay [David] their enemy's king, 
for he was quite tired out with labour ; but Abi- 
ahai, Joab*s brother, appeared on the sudden, and 
vroteeted the king with his shield, as he Uy down, 
and slew the enemy. Now the multitude were very 
uneasy at these dangers of the king, and that he 
was very near to be slain ; and the rulers made him 
swear that he would no more go out with them ta 
battle, lest he should come to some mat misfor- 
tune by his courage «nd boldness, and thereby de- 
pive the people of tlie benefits tliey now enjoyed 
by his means, and of those that they might hereaf- 
ter enjoy by his living a long time among them. 

2. When the king heard that the Philistines 
were gathered together at the city Gazara, he sent 
an ^u^ioy against them, when Sibbechai the Hittite, 
one of David's most courageous men, behaved him- 
self so as to deserve great commendation, for he 
slew many of those that bragged Uiey were of the 
posterity of the giants, and vaunted themselves 
highly on that account, and thereby was the occa- 
sion of victory to the Hebrews. After which de- 
featy the Philistines made war again ; and when 
l^vid had sent an army against them* Nephan his 
kinsman fouzht in a single combat with the stoutest 
af all the Philistines, and slew him, and put the 



rest to flight Many of them also were slain in the 
fight Now a little while after this, the Philistines 
pitched their camp at a city which lay not far off 
the bounds of tlie country of the Hebrews. They 
had a man who was six cubits tall, and had. on each 
of his feet and hands one more toe and finger than 
men naturally liave. Now the person who was 
sent against them by David out of his army was 
Jonathan, the son of Shimea, who fought this man 
in a single combat, and slew him ; and as he waa 
the person who gave the turn to the battle, he 

funed the greatest reputation for courage therein, 
his man sSao vaunted himself to be of Uie sons of 
the giants. But after this fight, tlie Philistines 
made war no more against the Israelites. 

3. And now David being freed from wars and 
dangers, and enjoying for the future a profound 
peace,* composed songs and hymns to God, oi 
several sorts of metre ; some of those which he 
made were trimetersy and some were pMtameUn. 
He also made instruments of music, and tauffht 
the Levites to sing hymns to Giod, both on that 
called the SabbaUi-Day, and on otlier festivals. 
Now the construction of the instruments was thus : 
The viol was an instrument of ten strings, it was 
played upon with a bow ; the psaltery had twelve 
musical notes, and was played upon by the fingers ; 
the cymbab were broad and large instruments, and 
were made of brass. And so much shall suffice to 
be spoken by us about these instruments, tliat the 
readers may not be wholly unacquainted with their 
nature. 

4. Now all the men that were about David, wert 
men of courage. Those that were most illustrious 
and famous of tliem for their actions, were thirty- 
eight ; of five of whom I will only relate the per- 
formances, for these will suffice to make manifest 
the virtues of the others also ; for these were pow- 
erful enough to subdue countries, and conquer 
great nations. First, therefore, was Jessai, the 
son of Achimaas, who frequently leaped upon the 
troops of the enemy, and did not leave off fighting 
till he overthrew nine hundred of them. After him 
was Eleazar, the son of Dodo, who was with the 
king at Arasam. This man, when oncQ the Israel- 

* Tbb KolioB ii a very mn«rt(abl« om, and •how* tlat, 1« th« gpl. 
aton of Joaephiu, David ooaipo-«d th* Book of PmUiim, not at MT«aI 
tlmoi bclbra. M Uielr proMot inKiipUom Anqntntly impljr* tnt fm*. 
rally at tha laitcr «nd or hit lib. or after his wan wbm over. Nor doM 
Josephne, nor the aothort of tiw known books of Um Old and K«w 1W 
tamcnt, nor th« Apostolleal Ooastltatioos, seem to have aearibad tmj 
of Uwm to any other author than to David hlmtelf. See Easy oo tho 
Old Tieetament, p^es 174, 17&. Of tb»« metres of the Psalma, SM the 
note on Antiq. b. 11. tit. xvl. seet. i. However, we must observe hm, 
that as Joeephns sajs, Antiq. b. 11. eh. svi. sect. 4, that the long at the 
Bed Sea, Exod. xvl. LSI, was eotnpoesd by Moees la tho kiatmntrr lum. 
or mttn : as abo, Antiq. b. iv. chap. vlli. sect^ 44, that the Song ol 
Moee*. Deut. xxxll. 1.4S, was an heicmntttr momn ; so doee lie say that 
the PMlma^fLavU were of MriMa Idndt t^msfr*. and partloularty that 
they oontained (Hmt^fTf and MM/eimforfl, AnUq. h. IL oh. xll. seeCS; 
all which hnplles, that be thought theee Hebrew povme might be beet 
dceerlbcd to the Greeks and Bomans undrr thoie names and eharaeters 
QlHexmrntUn, THwuUn^ and PttttmmtHtn. Now, It appears that the 
tastrumcntt of music that were orlgtnnlly used, by the command of klitg 
Oavld and Sokimon, and wen earned to Babylon at the «^v*^[«' the 

^backwlth 



two trtbce, were brought back after that captivity { as abot, tibal the 
siaym and musldanst who out-lived that eaptlvlty, earoe back with 
thoM IniitruroenU, Esm II. 41; vli. M; Neh. vll. 44 1 Aatlq. b. xl. eh. 
- - - - at thie musie, aMi theee Inatra- 



111. sect. 8: and ch. Iv. sect. •; and that t1 . . — 

meats at the temple, could not but U well knowo to Josephos, a wleet 
belonging to that trmplc; who accordingly gives us a short deeeriptlea 
of three of the Instrument*. Antiq. b. vlL eh. xll. seet. 8 \ and glrss us a 
distinct account, that such p»a]ms and hymns were sung In his days 
at that temple, AnUq. b. xx. ch. Ix. seoU « t so that Jeeephusis authority 
b beyond exception In these mattpr*. Nor ean any hypotheato of the 
moderns tbut does not Sfrree w.th Joeephn»'s charutera, be Justly stt|K 
posed the true metoeof the aneient Hebrewsi nor Indeed Is there, I 
think, any other original authority now extant, hereto relaUng. to be 
oppoccd to these testimonies befttf* ua. That the aaolrat mueic of the 
HebiwwB was very complste alao, aad had la It grsat variety of tunes. 
Is erident by the nnmhcr of their musical Inetmments, and by the teatt. 
mony of another meet auihentlc witness, Jeens, the son of SIrach, 
w^i... I ta -k« —-^ that, at the temple, In his days, *« The >ln|Mrs 
voleei with great variety of sounds was there 



1. 18. who saTs that, at the temple. In his days, ' 

sang praises with their n'' -"*■ '-"^ "' '' 

made swvet melntly.* 
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Hee were nnder a oonsternation at the multitade of 
the Philistines, and were mnnlngaway, stood alone, 
and fell upon the enemy, and slew many of them, 
till his sword clnng to his hand by the blood he had 
ahed, and till the Israelites^ seeing the Philistines 
retire by his means, came down from the mountains 
and pursued them, and at that time won a surpris- 
ing and a famous victory, while Eleazar slew the 
men, and the multitude followed and spoiled their 
dead bodies. The third was Sheba, the son of Ilus. 
Now this man, when, in the wars against the Phi- 
listines, they pitched their camp at a place called 
Lehi, and when the Hebrews were again afraid of 
theur army, and did not stay, he stood still alone, 
as an army and a body of men ; and some of them 
he overthrew, and some who were notable to abide 
his strength and foree, he pursued. These are the 
works of the hands, and of fighting, which these 
three performed. Now at the time when the king 
waa once at Jerusalem, and the anny of the Philis- 
tines eame npon him to fight him, David went up 
to the top of the citadel, as we have already said, 
to inquire of God concerning the battle, while the 
epemv's camp lay in the vaUey that extends to the 
city Bethlehem, which is twenty furlongs distant 
from Jerusalem. Now David said to his compani- 
ons, — ** We have excellent water in my own city, 
especially that vdiich is in the pit near the gate," 
wondering if any one would bring him some of it to 
drink ; but he said that he would rather have it 
than a great deal of money. When these tiiree men 
heard what he said, they ran away immediately, and 
Imrst through the midst of their enemy's camp, and 
eame to Bethlehem ; and when they had drawn the 
water, they returned again through the enemy's 
camp to the king, insomuch that the Philistines 
were so surprised at their boldness and alacrity, 
that they were quiet, and did nothing i^nst them, 
as if they despised their small number. But when 
die water was brought to the king, he would not 
drink it, saying, that it was brought by the danger 
tjid the blood of men, and that it was not proper on 
that account to drink it. But he poured it out to 
God, and gave him thanks for the salvation of ihe 
men. Next to these was Abishai, Joab's brother ; 
for he in one day slew six hundred. The fifth of 
these was Benaiah, by Imeage a priest ; for being 
challenged by [two] eminent men in the country of 
Moab, he overcame them by his valour. Moreover, 
tiiere was a man, by nation an Egyptian, who was 
of a vast bulk, and diallenged him, yet did he, when 
he was nnanned, kill him with his own spear, which 
be threw at him, for he caught him by force, uid 
took awAy his weapons while he was alive and fight- 
ing, and slew him with his own weapons. One may 
also add this to the forementioned actions of the 
flame man, either as the principal of them in ala- 
crity, or as resembling the rest. When God sent a 
flBOw, there was a lion who slipped and fell into a 
certain pit, andlieeanse the pit's mouth was narrow, 
it was evident he wo«ld perish, being enclosed with 
the snow ; so when he saw no way to get out and 
save hioiself, he roared. When Benaiah heard the 
wild beast, he went towards him, and coming at the 
noise he made, he went down into tlie mouth of the 
pit, and SBoto him, as he struggled, with a stake 
that lay these, and immediately slew him. The 
other thirty-three were liice these in valour ako. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

THAT WHBN DAVID HAD NVMBBBED THB PEOPLB, 
THEY WBRB PUNISHED ; AND HOW THE DIVINE 
COMPASSION RESTRAINED THAT PUNISHMENT. 

$1. Now king David was • desirous to know how 
many ten thousands there were of the people, but 
foraot the commands of Moses,* who told them 
beforehand, that if the multitade were numbered, 
they should pay half a shekel to God for evexyhead. 
Accordingly the king commanded Joab, the captain 
of his hos^ to go and number the whole multi- 
tude ; but when he said there was no necessity for 
such a numeration, he was not persuaded [to coun- 
termand it], but he enjoined him to make no delay, 
but to go about the numbering of the Hebrews 
immediately. So Joab took with him the heads of 
the tribes, and the scribes, and went over the coun- 
try of the Israelites, and took notioe how numerous 
the multitade were, and retamed to Jerusalem to 
the king, after nine months and twenty days ; and 
he gave in to the kine the number of the people, 
without the tribe of Benjamin, for he had not yet 
numbered that tribe, no more than the tribe of 
Levi, for the king repented of his having sinned 
against God. Now the number of the rest of the 
Israelites was nine hundred thousand men, who 
were able to bear arms and go to war ; but the tribe 
of Judah, by itself, was fpur hundred thousand 
men. 

2. Now when the prophets had signified to David 
that Grod was angry at him, he began to entreat 
him, and to desire he would be merciful to him, 
and forgive him his sin. But Grod sent Nathan the 
prophet to him, to propose to him the election of 
three things, that he might choose which he liked 
best : Whether he would have a famine come upon 
the country for seven years, or would have a war« 
and be subdued three months by his enemies ! or, 
whether God should send a pestilence and a distem- 
per upon the Hebrews for liiree days t But as he 
was fallen to a fatal choice of great miseries, he was 
in trouble, and sorely confounded ; and when tlie 
prophet had said that he must of necessity make 
his choice, and had ordered him to answer quickly, 
that he might declare what he had chosen to God, 
the king reasoned with himself, that in case he 
diould Mk for famine, he would appear to do it for 
others, and without danger to himself, since he had 

mflMMUy jurtify th« 
n« moitloiicd In this 
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' The mwdfl of God bj Moms (Kxod. nz. IS), mfll 
mann hartftvcB bjr JoMphna IbrtlMgrHU piMiM 
MBleri-..*' WhoB thou Ukmt ih» mm of tha dbild 
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nuinbarp Umb ■hall tlwy gin •vnynan • fWMom fitr hk wnil 

tht Lord, whan Uum mimbMfwt them, that then ba no plagv* unonot 
them when thou numbereet them." Vor indeed could Dnvld'e or the 
Snnhedrlm'e nesleei of eieenting thb law at thie nomeiBtlon. eseuat 
the people, who ovght eUll to hav bronchi their bonnden oUatloo of 
hiOfa iliekel apteee with them, when ther came to be nomberad. The 
great rHwon why nations are ao oonebuitfar fnmiahcd bf and with their 
widked kinn and lOTemon la thla, that thejr atanort conataniljr eampiy 
wHh them j[n thefar ne^oet of or dleobedienee to the divine law*, and 
•uflkr thoaa divine lawa to go into dianae or eontonpt. In order to pleaae 
thoee wldced Idnn and fovemora, and that thejr aubmit to eeTcral 
wicked political lawe and eoounanda of thoee king* and aovenora. 
Inatcod of the rtghteona law* of God, which all manUnd ought ever to 
obey, let their kinga and govemort aay what th^y pleaae to the contrary t 
thli pnCerenee of human before divine lawa aeemlng to me the nrlaci|«l 
eharaoter of IdoIatrouB or aotl-chriaUan nationa. Aeoordingly Jueepliua 



nXi 



. of laroel to take oarr that their kinga, when they ahouid have 
I, did not excMd their proper limlta of power, and pR>vo ongoveni. 
mom by the lawa of God, which would certainly be a moat peraldoaa 
thing to their divine aattlement. Nor do I think that ncf^lgenee peon. 
Uar to the Jewa i thoee naUona which are oalled CkrMUmtt are acmo. 
timeti Indeed very eolioltoaa to neixain their ktraa and govoraon from 
breaking the human lawa of their aavaral Ungdoma, but without the 
like au« far leatfulntng them from breakkM the hiwa of God. ** Who. 
thar It be right in the eight of God, to heaiken unto men more than la 
God, Judge ye,-* AcU v. I9l " We ought to oh«y God isther than 
mm." V. fH. 
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a great deal of corn hoarded up, but to the harm of 
otfaerB ; that in ease he should chooee to be oyer- 
come [by his enemies] for three months, he would 
i^vpesr to have chosen war, because he had valiant 
men about him, and strong^holds, and that there- 
lore he feared nothing therefrom : so he chose that 
aifliction which is conmion to kings and to their 
sabjeets, and in which the fear was equal on all 
sdM ; and said this beforehand, that it was much 
6etter to fall mto the hands of God, than into those 
OK his enemies. 

3. When the prophet had heard this, he declared 
it to God ; who thereupon sent a pestilence and a 
mortality upon the Hebrews ; nor did they die after 
one and the same manner, nor so that it was easy 
to know what the distemper was. Now, the mise- 
rable disease was one in deed, but it carried them 
off by ten thousand causes and occasions, which 
thoae that were afBicted could not imderstand ; for 
one died upon the neck of another, and the terrible 
malady seized them before they were aware, and 
biDoght them to their end suddenly, some giving up 
the ghost immediately with very great pains and 
Utter grief ; and some were worn away by their 
distempers, and had nothing remaining to be buried, 
bat as soon as ever they fell, were entirely mace- 
rated ; some were choked, and greatly lamented 
tfadr case, as being also stricken with a sudden 
darimeas ; some thm were who, as they were bury- 
ing a relation, fell down dead,* without finishing 
the rites of the fimeral. Now there perished of 
tins disease, which began with the morning, and 
lasted till the hour of dinner, seventy thousand. 
Nay, the angel stretched out his hand over Jerusa- 
lem, as sen<Sng this terrible judgment upon it ; but 
David had put on sackclotli,and'hiy upon the ground, 
entreating God, and begging that the distemper 
might now cease, and thi^ he would be satisfied 
wiSi those that had already perished ; and when 
the king looked up into the ur, and saw the angel 
carried atong thereby into Jerusalem, with his sword 
drawn, he said to God, that he might justly be pun- 
ished, who was their shepherd ; but that the sneep 
oo^t to be preserved, as not having sinned at all ; 
and he implored God that he would send his wrath 
upon him, and upon all his family, but to spare the 
people. 

4. When God heard his supplication, he caused 
the |»estilenoe to cease ; and sent Gad the prophet 
to hun, and commanded him to go up immediately 
to the thrashing-floor of Araunah the Jebusite, and 
build an altar there to God, and offer sacrifices. 
When David heard that, he did not neglect his 
daty, but made haste to the place appointed him. 
Now Arannah was thrashing wheat ; and when he 
■aw the king and all his servants coming to him, he 
nm before, and came to him, and worshipped him : 
he was by his lineage a Jebusite, but a -particuhu* 
friend of David's ; and for that cause it was that, 
when he overthrew the city, he did him no harm, 
as we informed the reader a little before. Now 
Araunah inquired, wherefore is my lord oome to 
his servant t He answered, to buy of him the 
thrashing-floor, that he might therein build an altar 
to God, and offer a sacrifice. He replied, that he 
freely gave him both the thrashing-floor, and the 
ploughs and the oxen for a bumt^offering ; and he 
besonght God graciously to accept his sacrifice. 



But the king made answer, that he took his gene- 
rosity and magnanimity kindly, and accepted his 
good- will ; but he desired him to take the price of 
them all, for that it was not iuat to offer a sacrifice 
tliat cost nothing. And when Auranah said he 
would do as he pleased, he bought the thrashing- 
floor of him for fifty shekels ; and when he had 
built an altar, he perfonned divine service, and 
brought a burnt-offering, and offered peace- offer- 
ings also. With tibese God was pacified, and be- 
came gracious to them again. Now it happened 
that Abrahami* came and offered his son Isaac for 
a burnt-offering at that very place ; and when the 
youth was ready to have his throat cut, a ram ap- 
peared on a sudden, standing by the altar, which 
Abraham sacrificed in the stead of his son, as we 
have before related. Now when king David saw 
that God had heard his prayer, and had graciously 
accepted of his sacrifice, he resolved to call that 
entire pUce The Altar of Uie People, and to build 
a temple to God there ; which words he uttered 
very appositely to what was to be done afterward ; 
for God sent the prophet to him, and told him that 
there should his son build him an altar, — that son 
who was to take the kingdom after him. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

THAT DAVID MADE GBBAT PRBPARATIONS FOB THB 
HOUSE OP GOD ; AND THAT UPON ADONIJAH'S AT- 
TEMPT TO GAIN THE KINGDOM, HE APPOINTED SOLO- 
MON TO &BION. 

§ 1. Aftbb the delivery of this prophecy, the king 
commanded the strangers to be numbered, and they 
were found to be one hundred and eighty thousand ; 
of these he appointed fourscore to be hewers of stone, 
and the rest of the multitode to carry the stones, 
and of them he set over the workmen three thou- 
sand and five hundred. He also prepared a great 
quantity of iron and brass for the woric, with many 
(and those exceedingly Uurge) cedar-trees, the Ty- 
rians and Sidonians sending them to him, for he 
had sent to ihem for a supply of those .trees ; and 
he told his friends that these things were now pre- 
pared, that he might leave materials ready for the 
building of the temple to his son, who was to reign 
after him, and that he might not have them to seek 
then, when he was very young, and by reason of his 
age, unskilful in such matters, butmig^t have them 
lying by him, and so might the more readily oom- 
pleto the work. 

2. So David called his son Solomon, and charged 
him, when he had received the kingdom, to build a 
temple to God ; and said, ** 1 am willing to build 
God a temple myself, but he prohibited me, because 
I was polluted with blood and wars ; but he hath 
foretold that Solomon, mv youngest son, should 
build him a temple, and should m called bv that 
name ; over whom he hath promised to take the 
like care as a father takes over his son ; and that 
he would make tlie country of the Hebrews happy 
under him, and that not only in other respecto, but 
by giving it peace, and freedom from wars, and 
from internal seditions, which are the greatest of 
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all^ blessings. Since, tltercfore," says he, " tliou 
wast ordained king by God himself before thou wast 
born, endeavour to render tliyself wortliy of tliis 
his providence, as in other instances, so particularly 
in being relidous, and righteous, and courageous. 
Keep thou also his coininaiids, and his hiws, which 
he hath given us by Moses, and do not permit 
others to break them. Be zealous also to dedicate 
to God a temple whidi he hath chosen to be built 
under thy reign ; nor be tliou affrighted by the 
vastness of the work, nor set about it timorously, 
for I will make all things ready before I die : and 
take notice, that there are already ten thousand ta- 
lents of gold, and a hundred thousand talents of 
silver* collected together. I have also laid toge- 
ther brass and iron witliout number, and an im> 
mense quantity of timber, and of stones. Moreover, 
thou hast manpr ten thousand stone-cutters, and car- 
penters ; and if thou shalt want any tiling fartlier, 
do thou add somewhat of thine own. Wlierefore, 
if thou performest this work, thou wilt be accepta- 
ble to God, and liave him for Ihy patron.** David 
also farther exliorted tlie rulers of the people to as- 
sist his son in this building, and to attend to the 
divine service, when they sliould be free from all 
their misfortunes, for that they by this meansshould 
enjoy, instead of them, peace and a happy settle- 
ment ; with which blessings God rewards such men 
as are religious and righteous. He also gave orders, 
that when tlie temple sliould be once built, tliey 
should put the ark therein, with the holy vessels ; 
and he assured them, that tliey ought to have had 
a temple long aeo, if their fathers had not been 
negligent of God's commands, who liad given it in 
charge, tliat when tliey had got the possession of 
thid land tliey should build him a temple. Thus 
did David discourse to the governors, and to his 
son. 

8. David was now in years, and his body, by 
lengtli of time, was become cold and benumbed, 
insomuch that he could get no heat by covering 
himself with many clothes ; and when the physi- 
cians came togetlier, they agreed to tills advice, 
that a beautiful virgin, chosen out of the whole 
country, should sleep by the king's side, and that 
this damsel would communicate heat to him, and 
be a remedy against his numbness. Now tliere 
waa found in the city one woman, of a superior 
beauty to all otlier women ^hername was Abisliag), 
who, sleeping with tlie king, did no more than 
communicate warmth to him, for he was so old 
that he could not know her as a husband knows 
his wife ; but of this woman we shall know more 
presently. 

4. Now tiie fourth son of David was a beautiful 
young man, and tall, bom to him of Haggitli his 
wife. He was named Adonijah, and was in his 
disposition like to Absalom : and exalted himself, 
as hoping to bo king, and told his friends that he 
ought to take tlie government upon him. He also 
prepared manv diariots and horses, and fifty men 
to run before him. When hb father saw this, he 
did not reprove him, nor restrain him from his pur- 
pose, nor did he go so far as to ask wherefore he 
did so. Now Adonijali had for his assistants, Joab, 
the captain of the army, and Abiutliar the high- 
priest ; and the only persons tliat opposed him were 
SSadok the high-priest, and the prophet Natliau, and 

• OrUl* quiktitlty of ftM «im1 ■liver expended In the building oT Soto, 
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Benaiah, who was captain of tlie guards, and Shimci, 
David's friend, and all tlie other most mighty men. 
Now Adonijah had prepared a supper out of the 
city, near the fountain tliat waa in the king's para- 
dise, and had invited all his brethren except Solo- 
mon, and had taken witli him Joab, the captain of 
the army, and Abiatliar, and the rulers of die tribe 
of Judah ; but had not invited to tliis feast either 
Zadok the high- priest, or Natlian tlie prophet, or 
Benaiah, tlie captain of the guards, nor any of tliose 
of Uie contrary party. This nmtter was told by 
Nathan the prophet to Bathsheba, Solomon's mo- 
ther, that Adonijah was king, and that David knew 
nothing of it ; and he advised her to save herself 
and her son Solomon, and to ^ by herself to David, 
and say to him, that he had mdeed sworn that So- 
lomon should reign after him ; but that, in tlie mean- 
time, Adonijah had already taken the kingdom. 
He said that he, the prophet himself, would oom« 
after her, and when slie had spoken thus to the 
king, would confirm what slie had said. Accord- 
ingly Bathsheba agreed with Nathan, and went ir 
to the king, and worshipped liim ; and when she 
had desired leave to speak witli him, she told hiro 
all things in the manner that Natlian had suggested 
to her ; and related what a supper Adonijah had 
made, and who they were whom he had mvited ', 
Abiathar the high- priest, and Joab the general, and 
David s sons, excepting Solomon and his intimate 
friends. She also said that all the people had their 
eyes upon him, to know whom he would choose for 
tlieir king. She desired him also to consider, how, 
after his departure, Adonijah, if he were king, 
would slay her and her son Solomon. 

5. Now, as Bathsheba was speaking, tlie kee^r 
of tlie king's chambers told him that Nathan desired 
to see him ; and when the king had commanded 
that he should be admitted, he came in, and asked 
him whether he had ordained Adonijah to be king, 
and deUvered Uie government to him, or not ; for 
that he had made a splendid supper and imited all 
his sons, except Solomon ; as also that he liad in- 
vited Joab, the captain of his host, [and Abiathar 
tlie high-priest], who are feasting with applauses, 
and many joyful sounds of instruments, and wish 
tliat his kingdom may last for ever ; but bo hath 
not invited me, nor Zadok tlie high- priest, nor Be- 
naiali tlie captain of the euards ; and it is but fit 
that all should know whether this be done by thy 
approbation or not When Nathan liad said thus, 
the king commanded that they should call Batlishe- 
ba to liim, for she had gone out of tlie room when 
the prophet came ; and when Bathslieba was come, 
David said, ** 1 swear by Alniichty God, tliat thy 
son Solomon sliall certainly be king, as I formerly 
swore ; and that he diall sit upon my tlirone, and that 
this ver}' day also." So Bathsheba worshipped him, 
and wislied him a long life ; and the king sent for 
Zadok the high-priest, and Bcnaiali tlie captain of 
the guards ; and when they were come, he or4ered 
them to take with them Nathan tlie prophet, and 
all tlie armed men about tlie palace, and to set his 
son Solomon upon the king's mule, and to carry 
him out of the city to tlie fountain called Gihon, 
and to anoint him diere with the holy oil, and to 
make him king. This he cliarged Zadok the high« 
priest, and Nathan the prophet, to do ; and com- 
manded them to follow Solomon through tlie midst 
of the city, and to sound tlie trumpets, and to wish 
aloud that Solomon the king may sit upon the ro}*al 
throne for evor, tliat so all the people may know 
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that lie is ordained king by his father. He also 
gaTe Solomon a charge concerning his government, 
to mle the %vhoIe nation of the Hebre\v8, and parti- 
cularly the tribe of Jndah, religiously and righteous- 
ly. And trhen Benaiah had prayed to God to be 
&TtranbIe to Salomon, — without any delay they set 
Solomon open the male, and brought him out of the 
city to the fountain, and anointed him with oil, and 
brought him into the city again, with acclamations 
and wishes that his kingdom might continue a long 
time : and when they had introduced him into the 
king's house, they set him upon the throne : — 
whereupon all tlie people betook themselves to make 
merry, and to celebrate a festival, dancing and de- 
lighting themselves with musical pipes, till both the 
eartli and the air echoed with the multitude of the 
instruments of music. 

6. Now when Adonijah and his guests perceived 
this noise, they were in disorder ; and J oab, the 
captain of the host said he was not pleased with 
these echoes, and the sound of these trumpets. And 
when sapper was set before them, nobody tasted of 
it, but tliey were all very thoughtful what would be 
the matter. Then Jonathan the eon of Abiathar 
the high-priest, came running to them ; and when 
Adonijah saw die young man gladly, and said to 
bim Uiat he was a good messenger, he declared to 
them the whole matter about Solomon, and the de- 
termination of king David ; hereupon botli Adoni- 
iah and all his guests rose hastily from the feast, 
and every one fled to their own homes. Adonijali 
also, as afraid of the king for what he had done, 
beeame a supplicant to God, and took hold of tlie 
horns of the altar, which were prominent. It was 
also told Solomon that he had so done ; and that he 
desired to receive assurances from him that he 
woald not remember the injury he had done, and 
not inflict any severe punishment for it. Solomon 
answered very mildly and prudenUy that he forgave 
him this his offence ; but said withal, that if he 
were found out in any attempt for new innovations, 
that he would be the author of his own punishment. 
So he sent to him, and raised him up from the place 
of his supplication. And when he was come to the 
king, and had worshipped him, the king bid him go 
away to his own house, and liave no 'suspicion of 
any harm ; and desired him to show himself a wor- 
thy man, as what would tend to his own advan^ 
tage. 

7. But David being desirous of ordaining his son 
king of all the people, called together tiieir rulers 
to Jerusalem, with the priests and the Levites ; and 
having first numbered tiie Levites, he found them 
to be thirty-eight thousand, fromtiiirty years old to 
fifty ; out of which he appointed twenty- three thou- 
sand to take care of the building of the temple, and 
0«it of the same, six tiiousand to be judges of the 
people and scribes ; four thousand for porters to the 
DOuse of God, and as many for singers to sing to 
the instruments which David had prepared, as we 
have said already. He divided them also into 
courses ; and when he had separated the priests 
from them, he found of these priests twenty-four 
courses, sixteen of the house of Eleazar, and eight 
of that of Ithamar ; and he ordained that one course 
abonld minister to God eight days, from Sabbath to 
Sabbath. And thus were the courses distributed 
by lot, in the presence of David, and Zadok and 
Abiathar the high-priests, and of all the rulers : 
and that course which came up first, was written 
I own as first, and accordingly tlie second, and so 



on to tlie twenty-fourth ; and this partition hath 
remained to this day. He also made twenty-four 
parts of the tribe of Levi ; and xvlien tbey east lots, 
they came up in the same manner for their courses 
of eight days i he also hoHoared the posterity of 
Moses, and made them tiie keepers of tlie treasures 
of God, and of the donations which the king dedi- 
cated : he also ordained, that all the tribe dP Levi, 
as well as the priests, should serve God night and 
day, as Moses had enjoined tiiem. 

8. After this he parted the entire army into twelve 
parts, with their leaders [and captains of hundreds] 
and commanders. Now every part liad twenty-four 
thousand, which were ordered to wait on Solomon, 
by thirty days at a time, from the first day to the 
last, with the captains of thousands and captains of 
hundreds : he also set rulers over every part, such 
as he knew to be good and courageous men ; he set 
others also to take charge of the treasures, and of 
the villages, and of Uie fields, and of the beasts, 
whose names I do not think it necessary to mention. 
When David had ordered all these ofiSces after the 
manner before mentioned, he called the rulers of 
Uie Hebrews, and their heads of tribes, and the 
officers over the several divisionsi and tliose that 
were appointed over every work and every posses- 
sion ; and standing upon a high pulpit, he said to 
the multitude as follows : — ^'^ My bretiiren and my 
people, I would have you know that I intended 
to build a house for God, and prepared a large 
quantity of gold, and a hundred tiiousand talents of 
silver ; but God prohibited me by the prophet Na- 
than, because of tiie wars I had on your account, 
and because my right hand was polluted with the 
slaughter of our enemies ; but he commanded that 
my son, who was to succeed me in the kingdom, 
should build a temple for him. Now, therefore, 
since you know that of the twelve sons whom Jacob 
our forefiitiier had, Judah wasappomtedto be king, 
and that I was preferred before my six brethren, 
and received the government from God, and that 
none of them were uneasy at it, so do I also desire 
that my sons be not seditious one against another, 
now Solomon has received tiie kingdom, but to bear 
him cheerfully for their lord, as knowing tiiat God 
hath chosen him ; for it is not a grievous tiling to 
obey even a foreigner as a ruler if it be God's will, 
but it is fit to rejoice when a brother ha tii obtained 
that dignity, since the rest partake of it with him. 
And I pray that the promises of God may be ful- 
filled ; and tiiat tiiis happiness which he hath pro- 
mised to bestow upon king Solomon, over all tiie 
country, may continue therein for all time to come. 
And these promises, O son, will be firm, and come 
to a happy end, if thou showest thyself to be a reli- 
gious and a rigliteous man, and an observer of tiie 
laws of tiiy country ; but if not, expect adversity 
upon thy disobedience to tiiem.*' 

9. Now wben tiie king had said this, he left off ; 
but gave the description and pattern of the build- 
ing of tiie temple in the sight of tiiem all, to Solo- 
mon ; of tiie foundations and of the chambera, in- 
ferior and superior ; how many they were to be, 
and how larpe in height and in breadth ; as also he 
determined tiie weight of the golden and silver ves- 
sels ; moreover he eamestiy excited them with liis 
words, to use the utmost alacrity about the work : 
he exhorted the rulers also, and particularly the 
tribe of Levi, to assist him, both because of his 
youth, and because God had chosen him to take 
care of the building of the temple, and of the go- 
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Temment of the Idngdom. He also declared to 
them that the work would be easy, and not Tery 
laborious to them, because he had prepared for it 
many talents of gold, and more of silver, with tim- 
ber, and a gpreat many carpenters andstone-cutters, 
and a large quantity of emeralds, and all sorts of 
precious stones : — and he said, that even now he 
woiUd give of the proper goods of his own domi^ 
nion, two hundred talents, and three hundred other 
talents of pure gold, for the most holy place ; and 
for Uie chariot of Grod, the cherubim, which are to 
stand over and cover the ark. Now, when David 
had done speaking, there appeared great ahuarity 
among the rulers, and the priests, and the Levites, 
who now contributed and pwde great and splendid 
promises for a future contribution ; for they under- 
took to bring of gold five thousand talents, and ten 
thousand diachms, and of silver ten thousand ta- 
lents, and many ten thousand talents of iron : and 
if any one had a precious stone he brought it, and 
bequeathed it to be put among the treasures ; of 
which Jachiel, one of the posterity of Moses, had 
the care. 

10. Upon this occasion all the people rejoiced, 
as in particular did David, when he saw the zeal 
and forward ambition of the rulers, and the priests, 
and of all the rest ; and he began to bless God with 
a loud voice, calling him the Father and Parent of 
the universe, and the Author of human and divine 
tilings, widi which he had adorned Solomon, the 
patron and guardian of the Hebrew nation, and of 
Its happiness, and of that Idnffdom which he hath 
given his Son. Besides this, he prayed for happi- 
ness to all the people ; and to Solomon his son, a 
sound and a righteous mind, and confirmed in aU 
sorts of virtue ; and then he commanded the mul- 
titude to bless God. Upon which they all fell down 
upon the cround and worshipped him. They also 
gave thanks to David, on account of all the blessings 
which they had received ever since he had taken 
the kingdom. On the next day he presented sacri- 
fices to God, a thousand bullocks, and as many 
lambs, which ih.ey offered for burnt-offerings. They 
also offered peace-offerings ; and slew many ten 
thousand sacrifices ; and the king feasted all day, 
together with all the people ; and they anointed 
Swomon a second time with the oil, and appointed 
him to be king ; and Zadok to be the high-priest of 
the whole multitude. And when they had brought 
Solomon to the royal palaee, and had set him upon 
his father's throne, they were obedient to him firom 
that da/ 



CHAPTER XV. 

WHAT CHAROB DAVID GAVB TO HIS SON SOLOMON AT 
TBB APPROACn OP HIS DEATH; AVt HOW MANY 
THINGS HB LEFT HIM VOR THE BUILDING OF THB 
TBMPLB. 

§ 1. A LiTiLB afterward, David also fell into a 
distemper, by reason of his age ; and perceiving 
that he was near to death, he odled his son Solo* 
mon, and discoursed to him thus : — ** I am now, O 
my son, going to my grave, and to my fathers, 
which is the common way which all men that 
BOW are, or shall be hereafter, must go ; from which 
way it is no longer possible to return, and to know 
any thing that is done in this world. On which ac- 



oount I exhort thee, while I am still alive, though 
already very near to death, in the same manner as- 
I have formerly said in my advioe to thee, to be 
righteous towards thy subjects, and religious to- 
wards God, that hath given thee thy kingdom ; to 
observe his commands, and his laws, which he hath 
sent us by Moses ; and neither do thou, out of 
favour nor flattery, allow any lust or other passion 
to weigh with thee to disregard them ; for if thou 
transgressest his laws, thou wilt lose the favour of 
God, and thou wilt turn away his providence firom 
thee in all things ; but if thou behave thyself so as 
it behoves thee, and as I exhort thee, thou wilt 
preserve our kingdom to our family, and no other 
house will bear rule over the Hebrews, but we our- 
selves for all ages. Be thou also mindful of the 
transgressions of Joab,* the captain of the host, 
who hath shun two generals out of envy, and those 
righteous and good men, Abner the son of Ner, uid 
Amasa the son of Jether ; whose deadi do thou 
avenge as shall seem good to thee, since Joab hath 
been too hard for me, and more potent than myself, 
and so hath escaped punishment hitherto. 1 also 
commit to thee the son of Barzilhd, the Gileadite, 
whom, in order to gratify me, thou shalt have in 
great honour, and titke great care of ; for we have 
not done good to him first, but we only repay that 
debt whi<m we owe to his fatiber, lor what he did 
to me in my flight There is also Shimei, Ihe son 
of Gera, of the tribe of Benjamin, who, after he had 
cast many reproaches upon me, when, in my flight, 
I was going to Mahanaim, met me at Jordan, and 
reoeiveid assurances that he should then suffer no- 
thing. Do thou now seek out for some just occa- 
sion, and punish him." 

2. When David had given these admonitions to 
his son about public affairs, and about his friends, 
and about those whom he knew to deserve puniflh' 
ment, he died, having lived seventy years, and 
reigned seven years and six months in Hebron, 
over the tribe of Judah, and thirty-three years in 
Jerusalem, over all the country. This man was 
of an excellent character, and was endowed with all 
the virtues that were desirable in a king, and in one 
that had the preservation of so many tribes oom- 
mitted to him ; for he was a man of valour in a 
very extraordinary degree, and went readily and 
first of all into daugers, when he was to fi^ht for 
his subjects, as exciting the soldiers to action by 
his own labours, and fighting for them, and not by 
commanding them in a despotic way. He was also 
of very great abilities in understanding, and appre- 
hension of present and futnre circumstances, when 
he was to manage any affurs. He was prudimt and 
moderate, and und to such as were under anv ca- 
lamities ; he was righteous and humane, which are 
good qualities pecuharly fit for kings ; nor was be 
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guilty of any offence in the ezereifle of m great an 
anthority, bat in the liusinesB of the wife of Uriah. 
He also left behind him sreater wealth than any 
other king, either of the Hebrews or of other na- 
tiona, ever did. 

S. He waa buried by his son Solomon, in Jenua- 
lem, with great magnifieenoe, and with all the other 
loneral pomp which kings use to be bnried with ; 
moreover, he had great and immense wealth bnried 
with him, the vastness of which may be easily 
oonjeotored at by what I shall now say ; for a thon- 
■and and three hnndred years afterwards, Hyrcanus 
the high-priest, when he was besieged by Antiochos, 
that was called the Pioos, the son of Demetrius, 
jnd was desirous of giving him money to get him 



to raise the siege, and draw off his army ; and hav- 
ing no other method of compassing the money, 
opened one room of David's sepulchre, and took out 
three thousand talents, and gave part of that sum 
to Antiochos, and by this means caused the siege to 
be raised, as we have informed the reader elsewhere. 
Nay, after him, and that many years, Herod the 
king opened another room, and took away a great 
deal of money, and yet neither of them came at the 
coffins of the kings themselves, for their bodies were 
buried under the earth so artfully, that they did not 
appear even to those that entered into their monu- 
ments ; — ^bnt so much shall suffice us to have said 
concerning these matters. 



BOOK VIII. 

OONTATiriNO THE INTBBVAL OF ONE HUIfDEED AND SIXTY-THREE TEARS. 

PROM THE DEATH OP DAVID TO THE DEATH OP AHAB. 



CHAPTER I. 

HOW SOLOMOIf, WHEN HE HAD RECEIVED THE KINO- 
DOM, TOOK OFF HIS ENEMIES. 

f 1. We have already treated of David and his 
▼irtae, and of the benefits he was the anthor of to 
his eoontrymen ; of his wars also and battles, which 
he managed with success, and then died an old man, 
in the foregoing book. And when Solomon his son, 
who was but a youth in age, had taken the kingdom, 
and whom David had declared, while he was alive, 
the lord of that people, according to God's will ; 
when he sat upon the throne, the whole body of the 
people made joyful acclamation to him, as is usual 
at the bej;inmng of a reien ; and wished that alllus 
ajfiursnught come to a bfessed conclusion ; and that 
he might arrive at a great age, and at the mosthappy 
state of afiairs possible. 

2. But Adonijah, who, while his father was living, 
attempted to gain possession of the government^ 
eame to the king's mother Bathsheba, and saluted 
her with great civility ; and when she asked him, 
whether he came to her as desiring her assistance 
in any thing or not ; and bade him tell her if that 
were the ease, for that she would cheerfully afford 
it him ; he began to say, that she knew herself 
tiiat the kingdom was his, both on account of his 
elder age, and of the disposition of the multitude ; 
and that yet it was transferred to Solomon her son, 
aeoording to the will of God. He also said that he 
waa oontented to be a servant under him, and was 
pleased with the present settlement ; but he desired 
her to be a means of obtaininff a fkvour from his 
brother to him, and to persuade him to bestow on 
him in marriage Abishag, who had indeed slept by 
his father, bn^ because his father was too old, he 
did not lie with her, and she was still a virgin. So 
JQathaheba promised hhn to afford him her assist- 



eamestlv, and to bring this marriage 
aboat, becanae the kiiig would be willing to gratify 



hun in such a thing, and because she would prees It 
to him vezy earnestly. Accordingly he went away, 
in hopes of succeeding in this matcui. So Solomon's 
mother went presently to her son, to speak to him 
about what she had promised, upon Adonijah's 
supplication to her. And when her son came for> 
wara to meet her, and embraced her, and when ha 
had brought her into the house where his royal 
throne was set, he sat thereon, and bid them set 
another tibrone on the right iiand for his mother 
When Bathsheba waa sat down, she said, ** O my 
son, grant me one request that I make of thee, and 
do not any thing to me that is disagreeable or un- 
grateful, which thou wilt do if thou deniest me." 
And when Solomon bid her to lay her commands 
upon him, because it was Agreeable to his duty to 
grant her every thing she should ask, and com^ 
plained that she did not b^in her discourse with a 
£am expectation of obtaining what she denred, but 
had some suspicion of a denud,—- she entreated him 
to ipant, that his brother Adonijah might many 
Abishag. 

3. But the king was peatly offended at these 
words, and sent away his mother, and said that 
Adonijah aimed at great things ; and that he won- 
dered that she did not desire hhn to yield up the 
kingdom to him, as to his elder brother, since she 
desnned that he might many Abishi^ ; and that he 
had potent friends, Joab the captain of the host, 
and Abiathar the priest So he called for Benaiah, 
the captain of the guards, and ordered him to slay 
his brother Adoniiah ; he also called for Abiathar, 
the priest, and eaid to him, ^ I will not put thee to 
deatn, because of those other hardships which thou 
hast endured vnik my father, and because of the 
ark which thou hast borne along with him ; but I 
inflict this following punishment upon thee, because 
thou wast among Adonijah's followers, and wast ot 
his party. Do not thou continue here, nor come 
any more into my sight, but go to thine own town, 
and live on thine own fields, and there abide all thy 
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life ; for tlioa hast offended ao greatly, that it is not 
just that thou shouldest retain thy dignity any 
longer." For tlie forementioned cause, tlierefore, 
that the house of Ithamar vfns deprived of the sa- 
cerdotal dignity, as God had foretold to Eli, the 
grandfather of Abiadiar. So it tvas transferred to 
me family of Phineas, to Zadok. Now those that 
were of the family of Phineas, but lived privately 
daring the time that the high- priestliood was trans- 
ferred to the house of Ithamar (of which family Eli 
was the first that received it) were these that fol> 
low : Bukki, the son of Abishna tlie high- priest ; 
his son was Joatham ; Joatbam's son was Meraioth ; 
Meraioth'sson was Arophieas ; Arophieus's son was 
Ahitub ; and Ahitub*s son was Zadok, who was first 
made high- priest in the reign of David. 

4. Now when Joab tlie captain of tlie host heard 
of the slaughter of Adonijah, he was greatly afraid, 
for he was a greater friend to him than to Solomon ; 
and suspecting, not witiiout reason, that he was in 
danger, on account of his favour to Adonijah, he 
fled to the altar, and supposed he might procure 
safety thereby to himself, because of the king's 
piety towards God. But when some told the king 
what Joab*s supposal was, he sent Benaiah, and 
commanded him to raise him up from the altai-, 
and bring him to the judgment-seat, in order to 
make his defence. However, Joab said he would 
not leave the altar, but would die tliere rather than 
in another pUoe. And when Benaiah had reported 
his answer to the king, Solomon commanded him to 
eat off his head there*, and let him take that as a 
punishment for those two captains of the host whom 
he had wickedly slain, and to bury his body, that 
his sins might never leave his family, but tliat him- 
self and his father, by Joab's death, might be guilt- 
less ; and when Benaiah had done wliat he was 
commanded to do, he was himself appointed to be 
captain of the whole army. The king also made 
Zadok to be alone the high- priest, in the room of 
Abiathar, whom he had removed. 

5. But as to Shimei, Solomon commanded that 
he should build him a house, and stay at Jerusa- 
lem, and attend upon him, and should not have 
authority to go over the brook Cedron : and that if 
he disobeyed that command, death sliould be his 
punishment. He also threatened him so terribly 
that he compelled him to take an oatli tliat he 
would obey. Accordingly Shimei said that he had 
reason to thank Solomon for giving him such an 
injunction ; and added an oath, that he would do as 
he bade^ him ; and, leaving his own country, he 
made his abode in Jerusalem : but three years 
afterwards, when he heard tliat two of his servants 
were run away from him, and were in Gath, he 
went for liis servants in haste ; and when he was 
oome back with them, the king perceived it, and 
was much displeased tliat he had contemned his 
commands, and, wliat was more, had no regard to 
the oaths he had sworn to God ; so he called him, 
and said to him, ^ Didst not thou swear never to 
leave me, nor to go out of this city to another 1 
Thou slialt not therefore escape punishment for thy 
perjury ; but I will punish thee, tliou wicked wretch, 
l)oth for this crime, and for those wherewitli tliou 
didst abuse my father when he was m his flight, 
that thou mayest know that wicked men gain no- 

• Thii OTccvtloii apoa tmit, •» m mufdNvr. hf abirl^ him, cvm 
vhcm h* hwl ukM Mnctiiarjr at G«d'« alur, to perfectly ■srecable to 
llw law of Unam, « hieh enjoin*, thnt, ** If a man onm« i>t««ufnptiiMi«l7 



■fNin his Migbbanr to alar hkni with' g«lto, 
»." K»od. xxi. !«. 



oita* altar, tSai b* dln.- 



thing at last although they be not punished imma* 
diately upon their unjust practices ; but that in all 
the time wherein tliey think themselves securei 
because they have yet suffered nothing, tlieir punr 
ishment increases, and is heavier upon tliem, an4 
that to a greater degree than if they had been pun- 
ished immediately upon the commisbion of their 
crimes." So Benaiah, on tlie king's command, 
slew Shimei. 



CHAPTER a. 

OONCBIUIirtO TBB WIPK Of SOLOMOlf ; COWCBftNIKQ 
BIS WISDOM AND RICHES ; AND CONCERMKO WHAT 
KB OBTAINED OP HIRAM FOR THB BUILDING OF THB 
TEMPLE. 

§ 1. Solomon liaving already settled himself firmly 
in his kingdom, and liaving brought his enemies tu 
punishment, he married tlie daughter of Pliaraoh, 
king of Egypt, and built the walls of Jerusalem 
much larger and stronger than those tliat had been 
before,f and thenceforward he managed public af- 
fairs very peaceably : nor was his youth any hin- 
deranco in tlie exercise of justice, or in the obser- 
vation of the laws, or in tlie remembrance of what 
charges his fatlier had given him at his death ; but 
he discharged every duty witli great accuracy, tliat 
might have been expected from such as are aged, 
and of the greatest prudence. He now resolved to 
go to Hebron, and sacrifice to God upon the brazen 
altar that was built by Moses. Accordingly he 
offered tliere burnt-offerings, in numbera tliou«and ; 
and when he had done this, he tliought he liad paid 
great honour to God ; for, as he was asleep that 
very night, God appeared to him, and oommanded 
bun to ask of him some gifts which he was ready to 
give him as a reward for his piety. So Solomon 
asked of God what was most excellent, and of thft 
greatest worth in itself^ what God would bestow 
with tlie greatest joy, and what it was most profit- 
able for man to reoeive ; for he did not desire to 
havis bestowed upon him eiUier gold or silver, or 
any other riches, as a man and a youth might na- 
turally have done, for tliese are tlie things tliat 
genenlly are esteemed by most men, as alone of the 
greatest worth, and tlie best gifts of God ; but, said 
he, '< Give me, O Lord, a sound mind and a good 
understanding, whereby I may speak and judge the 
people according to truth and rigfateoasuess." With 
these petitions God was well pleased ; and promised 
to give him all tliose tilings that he had not men- 
tkMied in his option, riches, gbry, victory over his 
enemies ; and, in tlie first phuse, uadaratanding and 
wisdom, and this in such a degree, as no otfier 
mortal man, neither kings nor ordinary persoas, 
ever had. He also promised to preserve tlie king- 
dom .to his posterity for a very long time, if he joon- 
tinued righteous and obedient to liim, and imitated 
his fatlier in those things wherein he excelled. 
When Solomon heard Uiis from God, he presently 
leaped out of his bed ; and when he had worahipped 
him, he returned to Jerusalem ; and after he had 
offered great sacrifices before the tabecnaole, he 
feasted all his own family. 

t TUa bolldia* of tka walk of JanMilm, aoo* Alter DavMi 4m.Vh, 
inuatratea the eonclualea «f tha SU( Paafan, whara David pian, '* Dulld 
thou th« wa^ «r JanMakm ;"— thay lwta«, it aaana, unSnlJbad ar im. 
Bartect at that Uaaa. Saa ehi^ vL acet. 1 ; «a4 ebas. vll. aaoC. 7 1 aIm 
I Xiafla la. 14. ^^ 
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2. In these days a hard caiue came before him 
in judgment, which it was very difficult to find any 
end of ; and I tkinic it necessary to explain the fact 
about which the contest was, that such as light upon 
my writings may know what a difficult cause Solo- 
mon was to deteimine ; and those that are oon- 
oemed in such matters may take tliis sagacity of 
the kin^ for a pattern, tliat they may the more 
easily give sentence about such questions. There 
were two women, who were harlots in the course of 
their lives, that came to him, of whom she that 
seemed to be injured began to speak first, and said, 
** O king, I and this oth^ woman dwell together in 
one room. Now it came to pass that we both bore 
a son at the same hour of the day ; and on tlie third 
day this woman overlaid her son, and killed it, and 
Chen took my son out of my bosom, and removed 
him to herself ; and as I was asleep she hiid her 
dead son m my arms. Now, when in the morning, 
I was desirous to give the breast to the child, I did 
not find my own, but saw the woman's dead child 
lying by me ; for I considered it exactly, and found 
*t so to be. Hence it was that I demanded my son, 
and when I eoold not obtain him, I have reoourse, 
my lord, to thy assistance ; for since we were alone, 
ukI there was nobody there that could eonviet her, 
she cares for nothing, but perseveres in the stout 
denial of the iact." When this woman had told 
this her story, the king asked the other woman what 
die had to say in contradiction to that story. But 
when she denied that she had done what was 
charged upon her, and said that it was her child 
that was living, and that it was her antagonist's 
child that was dead, and when no one could devise 
what judgment could be given, and the whole court 
were blind in their understanding, and could not 
tell how to find out this riddle, the king alone in- 
vented the foUowmg \^y how to discover it : He 
bade them bring in both the dead child and the liv- 
ing child ; and sent one of his ffuards, and com- 
manded him to fetch a sword, and draw it, and to 
cut both the children into two pieces, that each of 
the women might have half the living and half the 
dead child. Hereupon all the people privately 
laughed at the king, as no more than a youth. But, 
in the meantime, she that was the real mother of 
the living child cried ont, that he should not do so, 
but deliver that child to the other woman, as her 
own, for she would be satisfied with the life of the 
child, and with the sight of it, although it were es- 
teemed the other's child ; but the other wonuui 
was ready to see the child divided, and was desi- 
rous, moreover, that the ftr^ t woman should be tor- 
mented. When the king understood that both their 
words proceeded from the truth of their passions, 
he adjudged the child to her tliat cried out to save 
it, for t]»t she was tlie real mottier of it ; and he 
condemned the other as a wicked woman, who had 
not only killed her own child, but was endeavouring 
to see her friend's child destroyed also. Now the 
multitude looked on this determination as a great 
ai^ and demonstration of the king's sagacity and 
wisdom ; and, after that day, attended to him as to 
one that had a divine mind. 

8. Now the captains of his armies, and officers 
appointed over the whole country, were these : — 
Over the lot of Eplirsim was Ures ; over tlie top- 
aschy of Bethlehem was Dioclerus ; Abinadab, 
who mairied Solomon's daughter, had the region of 
Dora and the sea-ooastnnderhim ; the Great Plain 
was under Beaaiah, the son of Acbilus ; he also 



governed all the country as far as Jordan ; Gabaris 
ruled over Gilead and Gaulantis, and had under him 
Uie sixty great and fenced cities [of Og] ; Adiina* 
dab managed tlie affairs of all Galilee, as far as 
Sidon, and had himself also married a daughter of 
Solomon's, whose name was Basima ; Banacates 
had the sea-coast about Arce ; as had Shaphot 
Mount Tabor, and Carmel, and [the lower] Galilee 
as far as the river Jordan ; one man was appointed 
over all this country ; Shimei was intrusted with 
the lot of Benjamin ; and Gabares had the country 
beyond Jordan, over whom there was again one 
governor appointed. Now the people of tlie He- 
brews, and particularly the tribe of Judah, received 
a wonderful increase when tliey betook themselves 
to hnsbandry and the cultivation of tlieir grounds ; 
for AS iliey enjoyed peace, and were not distracted 
with wars and troubles, and having besides an 
abundant frcntion of the most desirable libertyi 
every one was busy in augmenting the product of 
their own lands, and making them worlli more than 
they had formerly been. 

4. The king had also other nilers, who were over 
tiie land of Syrw, and the Philistines, whidi reached 
from the river Euphrates to Egypt, and these col* 
lected his tributi^ of die nations. Now these con- 
tributed to the kins's table, and to his supper ever}* 
day,* thirty oori of fine flour, and rixty of meal ; 
as also ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out of the 
pastures, and a hundred fat lambs ; all tliese were 
besides what were taken by hunting harts and buf- 
faloes, and birds and fishes, whtdi were brought to 
the king by foreigners day by day. Solomon had 
also so great a number of chariots, that tSie stalls of 
his horses for those chariots were forty thousand ; 
and besides these, he had twelve thousand horse- 
men, the one half of whom waited upon tlie king in 
Jerusalem, and the rest were dispersed abroad, and 
dwelt in the royal villages ; but the same officer 
who provided for the king's expenses, supplied also 
the fodder for tlie horses, and still carried it to the 
place where the king abode at that time. 

5. Now the sagacity and wisdom which God had 
bestowed upon Solomon was so great, that he ex- 
ceeded the ancients, insomuch that he was no way 
inferior to the Egyptians, who are said to have been 
beyond all men in understanding ; nay, indeed, it 
is evident that their sagacity was very much infe- 
rior to that of the king's. He also excelled and 
distinguished himself in wisdom above those who 
were most eminent among the Hebrews at that time 
for shrewdness : those I mean were Ethan, and 
Heman, and Chaleol, and Darda, the sons of Ma- 
hol. He also composed books of odes and songs, a 
thousand and five ; of parables and similitudes, 
three thousand ; for he spake a parable upon every 
sort of tree, from tlie hyssop to the cedar ; and in 
like manner also about beasts, about all sorts of 
living creatures, whether upon the earth, or in the 



Vch. T. 18. dw the wboi« oontezt, v«r. 14.1ti. Kor did Um g 
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« It may not be amiH to eompare the dally fttmlture of king Solo* 
inoo-e tahW, here wtt down, nnd 1 Klngt It. oL tS, with the like dally 
ftunltureor Nehemiah the governor^ table, after the Jewa wire come 
back tram Babylon : and lo r emember withal, that Nehtmlah waa now 
bulMlngtha wmlbof Jeruealem, and maintained, more than u«iial, above 
190 eooelderable men every day ; and that, becauee the natlmi wiu Umd 
very poor, at hU own chntigM alo, without kiylng any bunlen upon the 
people at all. ** Vow that which wae prepared A>r me dally was an ox 
and >lx choice ehcep , alw fuwie were prepared far me ( and onoe In ten 
days, store of all tortn of wine; and yet fcr all ihle I required not the 
bread of the governor, because the bondaoge was heavy upon thU people.** 
„. ... _. .^_.^^. Ter. 14-J • 
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seas, or in the «ir ; for he was not unacquainted 
with any of their natures, nor omitted inquiries 
about them, but described, them all like a philoso- 
pher, and demonstrated his exquisite knowledge of 
their several properties. Grod also enabled bun to 
learn that skul which expels demons,* which is a 
science useful and sanative to men. He composed 
such incantations also by which distempers are al- 
leviated. And he left behind him the manner of 
using exorcisms, by which they drive away demons, 
so that they never return, and this method of cure 
is of peat force unto *this day ; for I have seen a 
certam man of my own oounlay whose name was 
Eleazar, releasiuK people that were demoniacal in 
the presence of Vespasian, and his sons, and his 
captains, and the whole multitude of his soldiers. 
The manner of the cure was this : — He put a ring 
that had a root of one of those sorts mentioned by 
Solomon to the nostrils of the demoniac, after whid^ 
he drew out the demon through his nostrils ; and 
when the man fell down immediately, he abjured 
him to return into him no more, making still men- 
tion of Solomon, and redtii^ the incantations which 
he composed. And when Eleazar would persuade 
and demonstrate to the spectators that he had such 
a power, he set a little way off a cup or basin full of 
water, and commanded the demon as he went out 
of the man, to overturn it, and thereby to let the 
spectatoife know that he had left the man ; and 
when this was done, the skill and wisdom of Solo- 
mon was shovm very manifestly : for which reason 
it is, that all men may know the vastness of Solo- 
mon's abilities, and how he was beloved of God, 
and that the extraordinary virtues of every kind 
with which this king was endowed, may not be 
unknown to any people under the sun ; for this 
reason, I sav, it is that we have proceeded to speak 
so laively of these matters. 

6. Moreover Hiram, kins of Tyre, when he had 
heard that Solomon succeeded to Jiis father's king- 
dom, was very glad of it, for he was a friend of 
David's. So he sent ambassadors to him, and sa- 
luted him, and congratulated him on the present 
happy state of his aflkirs. Upon which »)lomon 
sent him an epistle, the oont^ts of which here 
foUow :— 

SOLOMON TO KINO HIRiM. 

** i* Know thou that my father would have built 
a temple to Grod, but was hindered by wars, and 
continual expeditions ; for he did not leave off to 
overthrow his enemies till he made them all subject 
to tribute. But I give thanks to Grod for the peace 
I at present enjoy, and on that account T am at 
leisure, and design to build a house to God, for God 
foretold to my father that such a house should be 
built by me ; wherefore I desire thee to send some 
of thy subjects with mine to Mount Lebanon, to cut 
down timber ; for the Sidonians are more skilful 

fragmaiiti of t h aw books of ooaJmmtlon of Solomon 
ntbrUnu'aOod. Pwudepigr. Vet. Tort, pago lOM, 
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than our people in cutting of wood. As for wages to 
the hewers of wood, I will pay whatscevar price 
thou shalt determine." 

7. When Hiram had read this epbtle, he was 
pleased with it, and wrote back this answer to So« 
lomon : — 

HIBAM TO KINO SOLOMON. 

'< It is fit to bless God tliat he hath committed 
thy father's government to thee, who art a wise 
man, and en<£)wed with all virtues. As for myself, 
I rejoice at the condition thou art in, and will be 
subservient to thee in all that thou sendest to me 
about ; for when by my subjects I have cut down 
many and large trees of cedar and cypress wood, I 
will send tliem to sea, and will order my subjects 
to make floats of them, and to sail to what place 
soever of thy country thou shalt desire, and leave 
them there, after which thy subjects may earry 
them to Jerusalem : but do thou take care to pro- 
cure us com for this timber, which we stand in need 
of, because we inhabit in an island."^: 

8. The copies of these epistles remain at this day, 
and are preserved not only in our books, but among 
the Tyrians also ; insomuch that if any one would 
know the certainty about them, he may desire of the 
keepers of the public records of Tyre to show him 
them, and he will find what is tliere set down, to 
agree with what we have said. I have said so much 
out of a desire that my readers nuiy know that we 
speak nothing but the truth, and do not compose a 
history out of some plausible relations, which de- 
ceive men and please them at the same time, nor 
attempt to avoid examumtion, nor desire men to 
believe us immediately ; nor are we at Uberty to 
depart from speaking truth, which ia the proper 
commendation of a historian, and yet to be blame- 
less. But we insist upon no admission of what we 
say, unless we be able to manifest its truth, by de- 
monstration and the strongest vouchers. 

9. Now king Solomon, as soon as this epistie of 
the king of Tyre was brought him, commended the 
readiness and good-will he dedared therein, and 

% What Josaphns here puts Into his copy of Hiram's epistk to Solo- 
mon, and repeats aftsrwards (eh. ▼. sMst. 3), that Tjrrn was now an 
Ulmmd, is not in any of the three other coplea, vit. that ef the KIngi, 
Chronicles, or Eusebius ; nor Is it any other, I suppoee, than his own 
eoqjeotnnl paraphrase ; for when I, many yean ago, inquired Into this 
m«tt«r, I ftmnd the state of this fsmous city, and of the island where- 
upon it stood, to have been veiy dlfhrent at diflbrent times. The result 
ot my in<]nirlcs into this nmtter, with tha addition of N»e toter tm- 

K>vementi, stands thus:— That the beet testimoniet hento relating, 
ply, that PaUetyms, or Oldest Tyre, was no other than that most 
aneient smaller fort or oi^ Tm, sitnntad on tha oootlnent, and men- 
tidned in Jodh. xix. 89, out of which tha Canaaaita or Phasnlcian inha- 
bitants ware driven Into a laige Island, that biy not Our off in the eea, 
by Joehua: that this island was then Joined to the oontinent, at tha 
present rsnuUns of Pataatyms, by a nedc of land, over against Sidomon'B 
cisterns, still so called ; and the city's fresh water, probably, was carried 
along in plpea by that neck of land ; and that thia Uand was tbeivfore, 
in btrletoees, no other than a peninsula, having vUlmftt tm Ma JIM» 
(Zsdb xxvi. 0), and a matt about it (Amos 1. 10) ; and tha eity was nut 
of so gmit reputation ae Sidon for tome ages ,* that it was a tt adt a d both 
bv sea and land by Salmanassor, aa Joaaphus Infonns us (Antiq. h. ix, 
eh. xlv. sect. 8), and afterwards came to be the metropoli* of Phosnlcia; 
and was afrarwaxds taken and d«»lroyed by Nebuehadnenar, aoeotding 
to the numerous Scripture propheeias themio relating. laa. xxlU ; Jer. 
XXV. aSt xxvll. 8; xlvli. 4; jEsek. xavl. xxvii. xxvlil. That seventy 
years after that det'tnutkMi by Vebochadnessar. this dty was In soma 
measure revived and rebaUt (Isa. xxiii. 17, 18), but that as tha prophet 
Xiekiel had foretold (xxvL 8, 4, A, U; xxvii. 84). the sea aroaa higher 
than bifors. till at test it oversowed, not only the nvok of land, but the 
main ishwd or peninsula itself, and destroyed that old and flumm* eltar 
for ever i that, nowe ver. there atlll remalnod an ac^oining smaller Ishuid, 
once connected to Old Tyn itself by Hlran£ which was afterwards Inha. 
bited ; to which Alexander tha Oreat, with Inercdihia pains, miead a 
new bank or caoseway i and that It plainly appears fhim MaandrsIL m 
most authentic eye-wltaass, that the oU, large, and ftunons city, on Om 
original lane lahmd. Is now laid so generally nnder water, that aoarao 
more than forty acres of it, or ifttherof that adjotaiing small ishuad, re- 
main at this day i sothat, perhaps, notaboveahandmdthpartoftbeflnt 
island and dty Is now above water. Thla was foretold hi the anma pro- 
of £aeklel{ and, aocordittg io them, as Mr. Maaadrdl distinctly 



acrves, theee poor remains of Old Tyre are now 
arookt aplMefarthesprsadliigcf natslatha 
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lepaid hhn in what he desired, and sent him jesrly 
twenty thousand cori of whea^ and as many baihs 
of oil : now the bath is able to contain serenty-two 
sextaries. He also sent him the same measure of 
wine. So the friendship between Hiram and Solo- 
mon hereby increased more and more ; and they 
swore to continue it. for ever. And the kins ap- 
pointed a tribute to be laid on all the people, of 
thirty thousand Ubourers, whose work he rendered 
easy to them, by prudently dividing it among them ; 
for he made ten thousand cut timber in mount Le- 
banon for one month, and then to come home ; and 
the rest two months, until the time when the other 
twenty thousand had finished their task at the ap- 
pointed time ; and so afterward it came to pass, 
that the first ten thousand returned to their work 
cTcry fourth month : and it was Adoram who was 
over this tribute. There were also of the strangers 
who were left by David, who were to cany the 
stones and other materials, seventy thousand ; and 
of those that cut the stones, eighty thousand. Of 
diese three thousand and three hundred were rulers 
over the rest. He also enjoined them to cut out 
large stones for the foundations of the temple, and 
thai they should fit them and unite them together 
in the mountain, and so bring them to the eity. 
This was done, not only by our own country work- 
men^ Iratby those worlmen whom Hiram sent also. 



CHAPTER III. 



or THB BVILDINQ OF THB TBMPLE. 

I 1. SoLOMOif began to build the temple in the 
fourth year of his reign, on tlie second month, which 
the Macedonians call Artemitiui, and the Hebrews 
Jmr; fire hundred and ninety- two years after the 
exodus out of Egypt, but one thousand and twenty 
years from Abraham's coming out of Mesopotamia 
into Canaan ; and after the Deluse one thousand 
four hundred and forty yean ; and from Adam, the 
first man who was created, until Solomon built the 
temple, there had passed in all three thousand one 
hundred and two years. Now that year on which 
the iemptebeganto be built, wasalreaidy the eleventh 
year of the reign of Hiram ; but from the building 
of l^jrre to the building of the temple, there had 
passed two hundred and forty years. 

2. Now, therefore, the king laid the foundations 
of the temple very deep in me ground,* and the 
materials were strong stones, and such as would 
resist the force of time : these were to unite them- 
selves with the earth, and become a basis and a 
•ore foundatk>n for that superstructure which was 
to be erected over it : they were to be so strong, 
in order to sustain with ease those vast superstnic- 
turee, and precious ornaments, whose own weight 
was to be not less than the weight of those other 
high and heavy buildings which the king designed 
to be very ornamental and magnificent. They 
erected its entire body, quite up to the roof, of 
white stone : its height was sixty cubits, and its 
length was the same, and its breadth twenty. 
There was another building erected over it, equal 
to it in its measures ; so tlu^t the entire altitude of 
the temple was a hundred and twenty cubits. Its 
front was to the east As to the porch they built 

• OrUw tanpla of S^ l o m w i . ban d«MrilMd by JaMphm, in thU and 
tkt Mtewtav McUoM of thladiapMr. m* my d«Mriptkm of Om tamplM 
ManglM to thia wivk, cb. stti. 



it before the temple : its length was twenty oubits, 
and it was so ordered that it might agree with the 
breadth of the house ; and it had twMve cubits in 
latitude, and its height was raised as high as a hun- 
dred and twenty cubits. He also built round about 
the temple, thirty small rooms, which might include 
the whole temple, by their closeness one to another, 
and by their number and outward position round it 
He also made passages through them, that they 
might come into one through another. Every 
one of these rooms had five cubits in breadth,f and 
the same in length, but in height twenty. Above 
these were other rooms, and others above them, 
equal, both in their measures and number ; so that 
tliese reached to a heij^t equal to the lower part of 
the house ; for the upper part had no buildings 
about it The roof that was over the house was of 
cedar ; and truly every one of these rooms had a 
roof of their own, that was connected with the other 
rooms ; but for the other parts, there was a covered 
roof common to them all, and built with very long 
beams, that passed through the rest, and tmongh 
the whole buildine, that so the middle walls, being 
strengthened by the same beams of timber, might 
be thereby made firmer ; but as for that part of the 
roof that was under the beams, it was made of the 
same materials, and was all made smooth, and had 
ornaments proper for roofs, and had plates of gold 
nailed upon them ; and as he enclosed the walla 
with boards of cedar, so he fixed on them plates of 
gold, which had sculptures upon them ; so that the 
whole temple shined, and dazzled the ^es of such 
as entered, by the splendour of the gold that was 
on every side of them. Now the whole struetore 
of the temple was made, with great skill, of poliriied 
stones, and those laid together so very harmoni- 
ously and smoothly, that there appeared to the 
spectators no signs of any hammer, or other in- 
strument of architecture, but as if, without any use 
of them, the entire materials had naturally united 
themselves together, that the agreement of one 
part with anomer seemed rather to have been na- 
tural, than to have arisen from the force of tools 
upon them. The king also had a fine contrivance 
for an ascent to the upper room over the temple, 
and that was by steps in the thickness of its wall ; 
for it had no lu^ door on the east end, as the lower 
house had, but the entrances were by the sides, 
through very small doors. He ako overlaid the 
temple, both within and without, with boards of 
cedar, that were kept close together by thick chains, 
so that this contrivance was m the nature of a sup- 
port and a strength to die building. 

3. Now when the king had divided the temple 
into two parts, he made the inner house of twenty 
cubits [every wav], to be the most secret chamber, 
but he appointed that of forty cubits to be the 
sanctuary ; and when he had cut a door-place out 
of the wall, he put therein doors of cedar, and over- 
laid them with a great deal of gold, and had sculp- 
tures upon it He also had veils of blue, and pm> 
pie, and scarlet, and the brightest and softest of 
linen, with the most curious nowers wrought upon 
them, which were to be drawn before those doors. 
He also dedicated for the most secret place, whose 
breadth was twenty cubits, and the lehgth the same, 
two cherubims of solid gold ; the height of each of 

4 Then nnan room*, or rid* ehambOTt, mmm to lMf« bMB, bf Jm». 
phw* ri««^ptkNi, no ka thui » onUta high a ptoM, othOTW*- '*- — 
most hATo been a Imm latfervnl ba t wton on* and ttte oUior t 
ovor It : and this with douMo Soon, the ont of ris oohtto dlstot 
tho floor bonoMh it. M I Klnfl ▼!. A. 
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iiMm was five oubitB* : they had eaeh of them two 
wings Btretofaedoataafiff as fire cubita ; wheiefore 
Solonum eet them op not far from each other, that 
with one wing thej misht touch the aonthem wall 
ci the secret place, and with another the northern ; 
their other wmgs, which joined to each other, were 
« oorerinc to the ark, which was set between them : 
bnt nobody can tell, or even oonjeetore, what was 
the ahape of these chembims. He also laid the 
floor of the temple with pUtee of gold ; and he 
added doors to the gate of the temple, agreeable to 
tiie measore of the height of the wall, but in breadth 
twenty enbits, and on them he glued gold plates ; 
and, to say aU in one word, he left no part of the 
temple, neither internal nor external, but what was 
covered with gold. He also had curtains drawn 
over these doors, in like manner as they were drawn 
over the inner doors of the most holy place ; but 
the porch of the temple had nothing of that sort 

4. Now Solomon sent for an artificer out of Tyre, 
whose name was .Hiram : he was by birth of the 
tribe of Naphtali, on the mother's side (for she was 
of that tribe) ; but his father was Ur, of the stock 
of the Israehtes. This man was skilful in all sorts 
of work ; but his chief skill lay in working in gold, 
in silTer, and brass ; by which were made all the 
mechanical works abont the temple, according to the 
will of Solomon. Moreover, this Hiram made two 
[hollow] pillars, whose outsides were of brass ; and 
the thickness of the brass was four fingers' breadth, 
and the height of the piUars was eighteen cubits,i- 
and their circumference twelve cubits ; but there 
was cast with each of their chapiters lily -work, that 
stood upon the pillar, and it was elevated five cu- 
bits, round about which there was net-work inter- 
woven with small palms, made of brass, and covered 
the lily-work. To this also were hung two hundred 
pomegranates, in two rows. The one of theee pil- 
lars he set at the entrance of the porch on the right 
hand and called it Jackin ; and the other on the 
left lian<^ and oilled it Boom. 

6. Sobmcm also cast a brazen sea, the figure of 
which was of i^i hemisphere. This brazen vessel 
was called a aa for its largeness, for the laver was 
ten feet in diameter, and cast of the thickness of a 
pahn : its middle part rested on a short pillar, that 
had ten spnals round it, and that pillar was ten 
enbits in diameter. There stood round about it 
twelve oxen, that looked to the four winds of hea- 
ven, three to each wind, having their hinder jMrts 
depressed, that so the hemiq>herical vessel might 
rest upon them, which itself was also depressed 
round about inwardly. Now this sea contained 
three thousand baths. 

6. He also made ten brazen bases for so many 
quadrangular lavers : the length of every one of 
usse bases was five cubits, and the breadth four 
eubits, and the height six cubits. This veaael was 
partly turned, and was thus contrived : There were 
four small <|uadrangular pillars, that stood one at 
each comer, these bad the sides df the base fitted 
to them on eadi quarter ; thev were parted into 
three parts ; every interval had a border fitted to 
support [the laver] ; upon which was engraven, in 

' JoMphM HVi bm tiiM tiM OMrabhiM wm of Nlldrdd . and on^ 
S**«atatoUgbi wliilioa'H«bf«weo|il«(l Klact tL a, ttf mj ilwy 
wu» •# the •Itv^.tiM t And tb« lall. of Om « ij|H wi Im . ami <mly OT«r. 
kU with goMt •»« boUi agrM tbf-r i««i« tn eubit* blch. I ntpiMM 
•iM Bomkw ham to ItMtj tmiueribcd, and thiU JoHphiu wioi* tm 



one place a Hem, and hi another place ahull, and an 
eagle. The small pillars had the same amiwia en- 
graven that were engraven on the sides. The whole 
work was elevated, and stood upon four wheels, 
which were also cast, which had also naves and 
felloes, and were a foot and a half in diameter. 
Any one who saw the spokes of the wheels, how 
exactly they were turned, and united to the sides 
of the bases, and with what harmony they agreed 
to the felloes, would wonder at them. However, 
their structure was this: Certain shoulders of hands 
stretched out, held the comers above, upon which 
rested a short spiral pillar, that by under the hoi- 
low part of the laver, resting upon the fore part of 
the eagle and the lion, which were adapted to them, 
insomuch, that those who viewed them would think 
they were of one piece : between these were en- 
gravings of palm trees. This was the constraction 
of the ten bases : he also made ten large round 
brass vessels, which were the Uvers themselves, 
each of which contained forty baths it ^or it had 
its height four cubits, and its edges were as much 
distant from eaeh other : he also placed these la* 
vers upon the ten bases that were called Mechon- 
oth : and he set five of the lavers on the left side 
of the temple,§ which was on that side towards the 
north wind, and as many on the right side, towards 
the south, but looking towards the east ; ^e same 
[eastern] way he also set the sea. Now, he ap- 
pointed Uie sea to be for washing the hands and the 
feet of the priests when they entered into the temple 
and were to ascend the altar ; but the lavers to 
cleanse the entrails of the beasts that were to be 
burnt- offerings, with their feet also. 

7. He also made a brazen altar, whose length 
was twenty cubits, and its breadth the same, and 
its height ten, for the bumt-offerings ; he also made 
all its vessels of brass ; the pots, and the shovels, 
and the basons, and besides these, the snuifers and 
the tonss, and allots other vessels he made of bnuas, 
and sudi brass as was in splendour and beauty like 
gold. The king also dedicated a great number of 
tables, but one that was large and made of gold, 
upon which they set the loaves of God ; and he 
nutde ten thousand more that resembled them, but 
were done after another manner, upon which lay 
the vials and the cups ; those of gold were twenty 
thousand, those of silver were forty thousand. He 
also made ten thousand candlesticks, according to 
the command of Moses, one of which he dedicated 
for the temple, that it might bum in the day-time, 
according to Uie law ; and one table with loave^ 
upon it, on the north side of the temple, over against 
the candlestick ; for this he set on the south side, 
but the golden altar stood between theou All theee 
vessels were contained in that part of the holy house 
which was forty cubits long, and were before the 
vail of that most secret plMO wherein the aric was 
to be set 

i Th* noBd or cyilndiieal Urcn at torn euMto in dlMMtar. and four 
In lialflil, both In our eoplM, 1 Kln^. ▼!!. ae, M, and hun In Joar-*— 
■wat haTaeontalaad afiaBt d«al mon than thoM tarty kaftha. 



wurn Mw»y» Bign^n win. Whsf* the trroT li«a !■ hard to lajT I porhaps 
Joatpbn* hooartly IbUowad hto aopte hert, theogh th«7 had bMD ear- 
ruptad, and ha wm not abia to rattore tba tnia read 
ttme» ttia lorty bath* ara |— •-"- -*- *'- 



._,. In tha t 

^ contained in aaeh 

> drawn bT tha Latti« 

idaalsnad fbri 



_ ., probably tha troa qiiantltj 

mwmr. vumm thajr want npon wbaafa, and waia to b» dh.^.. «^ .«. — 
about tha eoarU of tha prkatii, fbr tha wa^blnft they ware dealgnad 
and had thay held moah mora, tbay would have baM too heavy to 1 

• HeraJoMphoa gtreaasaliey to hia own tongnafa, of rl|ht nd left 
tend In tha tabavvaeto and tampla) that ky tha rt^t hand ha m ea n a 
what to avdaat our left, when we auppoae onyaalves lolng up fron the 
aiM aata* of tha aonrta towardt tha tabernaato ev taa^pto thcmnlTea, aad 
ao vie* wtm ; wboiea It followa, that tha pillar Jaobin, on tha rffht 
haadofthatonipWpWaaenthaeontb^aiainatoavlaahafndi a^ Beat 
I on tha north, a^ahMt oar right band. 
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8. The king also made pouring ireflsele, in num- 
ber eighty thousand, and a hundred thoueand gol- 
den Tuisy and twice as many silrer Tiab : of golden 
dtshesy in order therein to offer kneaded fine flour 
at the altar, there were eighty thousand, and twice 
as man^ of silver. Of large basons also, wherein 
they mixed fine flour with oil, sixty thousand of 
sold, and twice as many of silver. Of the measures 
like thoee wluch Moses called thd Hi», and the 
A$9arop (a tenth deal), there were twen^ thousand 
of gold, and twice as many of silver. The golden 
oensera, in which they carried the Incense to the 
altar, wure twenty thousand : the other censers, in 
which they carried fire fifom the great altar to the 
little altar, within the temple, were fifty thousand. 
The sacerdotal garments which belong to the high- 
priest, with the long robes, and the oracle, and the 
precious stones, were a thousand ; but Uie crown 
upon which Moses wrote [the name of God],* was 
only one, and hatli remained to this very day. He 
also made ten thousand sacei^otal garments of fine 
linen, with purple girdles, for bvery priest ; and 
two hundred thousand trumpets, according to the 
command of Moses ; also two hundred mousand 
garments of fine linen for the singers that were 
Levites ; and he made musical instruments, and 
raeh as were invented for singing of hymns, called 
Nahlm and CxnyrcB, [psalteries and harps], which 
were made of electrum [the finest brass], forty 
thousand, 

9. Solomon made all these things for tiie honour 
of God, with great variety and magnificence, spar- 
ing no cost, but usiuff all possible Uberality in adorn- 
ing the temple ; and these things he dedicated to 
the treasures of God. He also placed a partition 
round about the temple, which, m our tongue, we 
call (7tfait, but it is called Thriatoi by the Greeks, 
and he raised it up to the height of three cubits ; 
and it was for the exdusion of the multitude tcom 
coming into the temple, and showing that it was a 
place that was free and open only S)r the priests. 
He also built beyond this court a temple, the figure 
of which was that of a quadrangle, and erected for 
it great and broad cloisters ; this was entered into 
by very high gates, each of which had its fh>nt 
exposed to one of the [four] winds, and were shut 
by goldeA doors. Into this temple all the people 
entered that were distinguished ftx>m the rest by 
being pure, and observant of the laws ; but he 
made that temple which was beyond this a wonder- 
ful one indeed, and such as exceeds all description 
In words ; ni^, if I may so say, is hardly believed 
upon sight ; for when he had filled up great valleys 
with e^th, which, on account of tneir immense 
depth, could not be looked on when you bended 
down to see them, without pain, and had elevated 
the ground four hundred cubits, he made It to be 
on a level with the top of the mountain on which 
the temple was built, and by this means the out- 
most temple #hich was exposed to the air, was even 
with the temple itself.f He encompassed this also 
with a building of a double row of cloisters, which 
stood on high upon pillars of native stone, while the 

•oraM«oldca|>M»Mth«b%h.priMek fcrctaU ChM t»M ta Mtaf 
bi fb*<ta|n of JowMiHi, aa4 aamtvy or iwo at test later, mo Uw Doto 
«a AsUf. k. ni. efi. «11. Mot. e. 

\ Wb«B /owpfeoa hflfe Myi Uwt tho floor of tho outnoit temple or 
OBot of tfaoOoatiki^ ««• with raitlabovr nilMd to boovon, or of oqual 
fcd^t «l«h tho Snor of tho loner, or ooorc of tho prkola. homut in««a 
IfafotoafiaM ostlouttlon onlji fcr ho and all othon tfim that tho 
hmor tanple, or oeiut of the pvloiti, was a frw eublto moM akvatMl 
Oaa tho mhiilleoraflL thoeoart of UMoi, aad that tnudi man wai tho 
ooott of tto pcioiti oiBvalad lot ar«l oubits aboro tho outmoet eoiurt, 
ilDoothoaoartef iMMlfraalowor than tho oeo and.hithor than tho 
othor. 

H 2 



re polished 

proper for such hig^ rooft ; but he made all the 
Qttm of this temple of silver. 



CHAPTER IV. 

HOW SOLOMON &BH0VBD TSK ARK INTO THS miPLK ; 
HOW HE MADE SUPPLICATIOH 10 OOD, AND OFrXBBD 
PUBLIC SACEIFICS8 TO HIM. 

§ 1. When kina Solomon had finished these works, 
these large and beautiful buildings, and had hud up 
his donations in the temple, and all this in the in- 
terval of seven years,^ uid had civen a demonstra- 
tion of his riches and alacrity therein ; msomuch, 
that any one who saw it woula have thought It must 
have been an immense time ere it could nave been 
finished, and [would be surprised] that so much 
should be finished in so short a time ; — short, I 
mean, if compared with the greatness of the work : 
he also wrote to the rulers and elders of the He- 
brews, and ordered all the people to gather them- 
selves together to Jerusalem, both to see the temple 
which he had built, and to remove the ark of God 
Into it ; and when this invitation of the whofo body 
of the people to come to Jerusalem was evetywhera 
carried abroad, it was the seventh month before 
they came together ; which month is, b v our ooun- 
tirmen, call^ Tkiiri ; but by the Maoedoniam 
Hyf€rientcni9, The Feast of Tabernacles Ymp' 
pened to fall at the same time, which was kept by 
the Hebrews as a most holy and most eminent feast 
So they carried the ark and the tabernacle which 
Moses had pitched, and all the vessels that were foi 
ministration to the sacrifices of God, and removed 
them to the temple.§ The king himself, and all 
the people and the Levites, wen^ before, rendering 
the ground moist with sacrifices, and drink-offerings^ 
and the blood of a great number of oblations, and 
burning an immense quantitv of incense ; and this 
till the very air itself everywhere around was so full 
of these odours, that it met, in a most agr ee able . 
manner, persons at a great distance, and was an 
indication of God's presence, and, as men^ opinion 
was, of his habitation with them in this newly- bulH 
and consecrated place, for they did not grow w«ary, 
either of smging hymns, or of dancing, until they 
came to the temple, and in this manner did they 
carry the ark : but when they should transfer it 
into the most secret places, the rest of the multi- 
tude went away, and only those priests that carried 
it set it between the two cherubims, which embrac- 
ing it with their wings (for so they were franied by 
the artificer), they covered it, as under a tent or a 
cupola. Now the ark contained nothing else but 
those two tables of stone that preserv^ the ten 
commandments, which God spake to Moees in 
mount Sinai, and which were engraved upon them ; 
but they set the candlestick, and the table, and the 
golden altar, in the temple, before the most seeret 




tboroAiro, to alter tho BeptaaflatH nninber ; bat wo are to Mppeoo 
thrM yean to have beta tho Jiiet tfano of tho pfoparatba, as I haw 
done fax my oomputation of tho expeoM la bolkUnf tho tenpic 

I Thia •domn ranoval of tho ark fton ntount flian to mount Motfah« 
at tho dtotaooe of ahnoot thno qoartON of a mllo. eoohitto that aetioa 
of tho modem Jowi, aad followod by many Chrbiiane aSm. •» 
two weio, aflor a lort, one and tho name mountain : Ibr whfeh t 
I think, Toiy UtUo fiyuBdatlon. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



i80 



ANTIi^UITlES OP THE JEWS. 



placey in the rery same places wherein they stood 
till that time in the tabernacle. So they offered up 
the daily saerifiees ; but for the brazen altar, So- 
lomon set it before the temple, oyer-against the 
door, that when the door was opened, it might be 
exposed to sight, and the sacred solemnities, and 
the richness of the sacrifices, might be thence seen ; 
and all the rest of the vessels they gathered toge- 
ther, and put them within the temple. 

2. Now, as soon as the priests had put all things 
in order about the ark, and were gone out, there 
came down a thick cloud, and stood there, and 
spread itself, after a gentle nuumer, into the temple : 
such a cloud it was as was diffused and temperate, 
— not such a rouch one as we see full of rain in the 
winter season. This cloud so darkened the place, 
that one priest could not discern another ; but it 
afforded to the minds of idl a visible image and 
glorious appearance of God's having descended into 
this temple, and of his having gladly pitched his 
tabernacle therein. So these men were intent upon 
tliis thought ; but Solomon rose up (for he was 
stttine b^ore), and used such words to God as he 
thoufffat agreeable to the divine nature to receive, 
and fit for him to give ;— for be said, ^ Thou hast 
an eternal house, O Lord, and such as thou hast 
created for thvse£r out of thine own works ; — we 
know it to be the heaven, and the air, and the earth, 
and the sea, which thou pervades^ nor art thou 
contained within their limits. I have indeed built 
this temple to thee, and thy name, that from thence, 
when we sacrifice, and perform sacred operations, 
we may send our prayers up into the air, and may 
eonstantly believe that thou art present, and art 
not remote from what is thine own ; for neither 
when thou seest all things, and hearest all things, 
nor ttow, when it pleases thee to dwell here, dost 
thou leave off the care of all men, but rather thou 
art very near to them all, but especially thou art 
prtsent to those that address themselves to thee, 
whether by night or by day." When he had thus 
solemnly addressed himseUT to God, he converted 
his discourse to the multitude, and strongly repre- 
sented the power and providence of God to them ; — 
how he had shown all things that were to come to 
nass to David his father, as many of those things 
nad already come to pass, and the rest would cer- 
tainly come to pass hereafter ; and how he had 
given him his name, and told to David what he 
sliould be called before he was bom ; and foretold, 
that when he should be kmg after his father's 
death, be should build him*a temple, which since 
they saw accomplished, according to his prediction, 
he required them to bless God, and by believing 
him, fiom the sight of what they had seen accom- 
pUshed, never to despair of any thing that he had 
promised for the future, in order to their happiness, 
or suspect that it would not come to pass. 

3. When the king had thus discoursed to the 
multitude, he looked again towards the temple, and 
lifting up his ri^ht hand to the multitude, he said, 
^ It IS not possible by what men can do to return 
sufficient tnanks to Grod for his benefits bestowed 
upon them, for the Deity stands in need of nothing, 
and is above any such requital ; but so far as we 
liave been made superior, O Lord, to other animals 
by thee, it becomes us to bless thy Majesty, and 
it is neoessaiy for ns to return thee thanks for what 
thou hast bestowed upon our house, and on the 
Hebrew people ; for with what other instrument 
ean we better appease thee, when thou art angiy at 



us, or mcfm properly preserve thy favour, than with 
our voice ; which, as we have it from the air, so do 
we know that by that air it ascends upwards [to- 
wards thee]. I therefore ought myself to return 
thee thanks thereby, in the first place, concerning 
my father, whom thou hast raised from obscurity 
unto so great joy ; and, in the next place, concern- 
ing myself, since thou hast performed all that thou 
hiwt promised unto this very day ; and I beseech 
thee, for the time to come, to afford us whatsoever 
thou, God, hast power to bestow on such as thou 
dost esteem ; and to augment our house for all ages, 
as tiiou hast promised to David my father to do, 
both in his life-time and at his death, that our king- 
dom shall continue, and that his posterity should 
successively receive it to ten thousand generations. 
Do not thou therefore fail to give ua these blessings, 
and to bestow on my children that irirtue in which 
thou delightest I and besides all this, I humblv be- 
seech thee, that thou wilt let some portion of thy 
Spirit come down and inhabit in this temple, that 
thou mayest appear to be with us upon earth. As 
to thyself, the entire heavens, and the immensity of 
the things that are therein, are but a small habita- 
tion for thee, much more is this poor temple so ; 
but I entreat thee to keep it as thine own house, 
from being destroyed by our enemies for ever, and 
to take care of it as thine own possession ; but if 
this people be found to have sinned, and be there- 
upon affiicted by thee with any plague, because of 
their sin, as with dearth, or pestilence, or any other 
affliction which thou usest to inflict on those that 
transgress any of thy holy laws, and if they fly all 
of them to this temple, beseeching thee, and beg- 
ging of thee to deliver them, then do thou hear 
their prayers, as being witliin thine own house, and 
have mercy upon them, and deliver them from their 
afflictions 1 nay, moreover, this help is what I im- 
plore of thee, not for die Hebrews only, when they 
are in distress, but when any shall come hither 
from any ends of the world whatsoever, and shall 
return from their sins and implore thy pardon, do 
thou then pardon them, and hear their prayer I for 
hereby all shall learn that thou thyself wast pleased 
with the building of this house for thee ; and that 
we are not ourselves of an unsociable nature, nor 
behave ourselves like enemies to such as are not of 
our o^n people, but are willing that thy assistance 
should be communicated by thee to all men in com- 
mon, and that they may have the enjoyment of thy 
beneifits bestowed upon them." 

4. When Solomon had said this, and had cast 
himself upon the ground, and worshipped a long 
time, he rose up and brought sacrifices to tho 
altar ; and when he had filled it with unblemished 
victims, he most evidently discovered that God had 
with pleasure accepted of all that he had sacrificed 
to him, for there came a fire running out of the 
air, and rushed with violence upon the altar, in the 
sight of all, and caught hold of and consumed the 
sacrifices. Now, when this divine appearance was 
seen, the people supposed it to be a demonstration 
of God's abode in the temple, and were pleased with 
it, and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped. 
Upon which the king began to bless Crod, and ex- 
horted the multitude to do the same, as now having 
sufficient indications of God^s favourable disposition 
to them ; and to pray that they might always have 
the like indications from him, and that he would 
preserve in them a mind pure from all wickedness, 
m ri^teoosness and religious worship, and that they 
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mi^ht eontinae in the olnenratioii of those precepts 
which God had given them by Moses, because by 
that means the Hebrew nation would be happy, 
and indeed the most blessed of all nations among 
all mankind. He exhorted them also to be mind- 
ful, that by what methods they had attained their 
preaent good things, by the same they must pre- 
•nre Chem sure to themselves, and make them 
greater, and more than they were at present ; for 
that it was not sufficient for them to suppose they 
had received them on account of their piety and 
righteousnesi^, but that they had no other way of 
preserving them for the time to come ; for that it 
n not so great a thing for men to acquire somewhat 
which they want, as to preserve what they have 
aoquiredy and to be guilty of no sin, whereby it may 
be hurt 

^ 5. So when the king had spoken thus to the mul- 
titude, he dissolved the congregation, but not till he 
had completed his oblations, both for himself and 
for the Hebrews, insomuch that he sacriiieed twenty 
and two thousand oxen, and a hundred and twenty 
thousand sheep ; for then it was that the temple 
did first of all taste of the victims ; and all the He- 
brews, with their wives and children feasted there- 
in : nay, besides this, the king then observed splen- 
didly and magnificently the feast which is called the 
Fetut of TabemaeUt, before the temple, for twice 
seven days, and he then feasted together with all 
Ihe people. 

6. When all these solemnities were abundantly 
satisfied, and nothing was omitted that concerned 
the divine worship, the king dismissed them ; and 
every one went to their own homes, giving thanks 
to the king for tlie care he had taken of them, and 
the works he had done for them ; and praying to 
<Jod to preserve Solomon to be their king for a 
long time. They also took their journey home 
with rejoicing and making merry, and singing 
hymns to God: and indeed the pleasure they 
enjoyed took away the sense of the pains they all 
underwent in their journey home. So when tliey 
hsd brought the axk into the temple, and had seen 
its greatness, and how fine it was, and had been 
partakers of the many sacrifices that had been 
ofiered, and of the festivals that had been solemni- 
Md, they every one returned to thehr own cities. 
But a draam that appeared to the king in his sleep, 
inibimed him, that God had heurd his prayers ; 
sod that he would not only preserve the temple, 
bat would always abide in it ; that is, in case his 
posterity and the whole multitude would be righte- 
ous. And for himself, it said, that if he continued 
sceordins to the admonitions of his f^er, he would 
adraDoe him to an immense degree of dignity and 
happiness, and that then his posterity should be 
kings of that country, of the tribe of Judah, for 
ever ; bat that still, if he should be found a betrayer 
of the ordinances of the law, and forget them, and 
torn away to the worship of strange gods, he would 
eat him off by the roots, and would neither suffer 
•ny remainder of his funily to continue, nor would 
overlook the people of Israel, or preserve them any 
kmger from afflictions, but would utterly destroy 
them with ten thousand wars and misfortunes ; 
would east them out of the land which he had given 
thetf &ther8) and make them sojourners in strange 
and deliver that temple which was now 



built, to A burnt and spoiled by their enemies ; 
and that tity to be utterly overthrown by the hands 
oC their enemiea ; and make tfaeur miseries deserve 



to be a proverb, and such as should very hardly be 
credited for their stupendous magnitude, till their 
neighbours, when they should hear of them, should 
wonder at their calamities, and very earnestly in- 
quire for the occasion, why the Hebrews, who had 
been so far advanced by God to such glory and 
wealth, should be then so hated by him ! And that 
the answer that should be made by the remainder 
of the people should be, by confessing their sins, 
and the transgression of the laws of their country. 
Accordingly, we have it transmitted to us in writing, 
that thus did Grod speak to Solomon in his sleep. 



CHAPTER V. 

HOW SOLOMOir BUILT HIMSBLP A ROTAL PALACK, 
VBBT C09TLT AND SPLENDID ; AND HOW HB SOLVED 
THE RIDDLBS WHICH WERE SENT HIM BT HIRAM. 

§ 1 . After the building of the temple, which, as 
we have before said, was finished in seven vears, 
the king laid the foundation of his palace, which he 
did not finish under thirteen years i for he was not 
equally zealous in the building of Uiis palace as he 
had been about the temple ; for as to that, though 
it was a great work, and required wonderfiod and 
surprising application, yet God, for whom it was 
made, so far co-operated therewith, that it was 
finished in the forementioned number of years ; 
but the palace, which was a building much inferior 
in dignity to the temple, both on account that its 
materials had not been so long beforehand gotten 
ready, nor had been so zealously prepared, and on 
account that this was only a habitation for kings, 
and not for God, it was longer in finishing. How- 
ever, this building was raiMd so magnificentlv, as 
suited the happy state of the Hebrews, and of the 
king thereof ; but it is necessary that I describe Ihe 
entire structure and disposition of Uie parts, that 
so those that light upon this book may thereby make 
a conjecture, and, as it were, have a prospect of its 
magnitude. 

2. This house was a large and curious buildmg, 
and was supported by many pillars, which Solomon 
built to contain a multitude for hearing causes, and 
taking cognizance of suits. It was sufficiently ca- 
pacious to contain a great body of men, who would 
come together to have their causes determined. It 
was a hundred cubits long, and fifty broad, and 
thirty high, supported by quadrangular pillars, 
which were all of cedar ; but its roof was accord- 
ing to the Corinthian order,* with folding doors^ 
and their adjoining pillars of equal magnitude, 
each fluted with three cavities : which builmngwaa 
at once firm and very ornamental. There was also 
another house so ordered, that its entire breadth 
was phMcd in the middle : it was quadrangular, 
and its breadth was thirty cubits, havmg a temple 
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•TVTitgaiiist it, niaed upon maasy pUlan ; in which 
temple there was a lax^ge and very glorious room, 
wherein the king sat in judgment. To this waa 
joined another house, that was built for his queen. 
There were other smaller edifioea for diet, and for 
sleep, after publio matters were over ; and these 
were all floored with boards of cedar. Some of 
these Solomon built with stones of ten cubits, and 
Fainsooated the waUs with other stones that were 
sawed, and were of great value, such as are due 
out of the earth for the ornaments of temples, and 
to make fine prospects in royal palaces, and which 
make the mines whence they are dug famous. Now 
the contexture of the curious workmanship of these 
stones was in three rows, but the fourth row would 
make one admire ite sculptures, whereby were re- 
presented trees, and all sorts of plants, with the 
shades that arose from their branches, and leaves 
that hong down from them. Those trees and phmts 
covered the stone that was beneath them, and their 
leaves were wroueht so prodigious thin and subtile 
that yon would thmk they were in motion ; but the 
other part, up to the roof, was plastered oyer, and, 
as it were, embroidered with colours and pictures. 
He, moreover, built other edifices for pleasure ; as 
also very long doisters, and those situate in an 
agreeable place of the pahhce ; and among them a 
most glorious dining-room, for feastinn and oom- 
potations, and full of gold, and such other furniture 
as so fine a room ouffht to have for the conveniency 
of the guests, and where all the vessels were made 
of gdlo. Now it is very hard to reckon up the 
magnitude and the variety of the wf$X apartments ; 
how many rooms there were of the largest sort, how 
many of a bigness inferior to those, and how many 
that were subterraneous and invisible ; the curio- 
sity of those that enjoyed the fresh air ; and the 
groves for the most delightful prospect, for the 
avoiding the heat, and covering of their bodies. 
And to say all in brief, Solomon made the whole 
building entirely of white stone, and cedar- wood, 
and gold, and silver. He also adorned the roofs 
and walla with stones set in gold, and beautified 
them thereby in the same manner as he had beau- 
tified the temple of God with the like stones. He 
also made liinuelf a throne of prodigious bigness, 
of ivory, constructed as a seat of justice, and hav^ 
iug six steps to it ; on every one of which stood, 
on esch end of the step, two lions, two other lions 
Standing above also ; but at the sitting place of the 
throne, hands came out, and reeeiv^ the king ; 
and when he set backward, he rested on half a 
buUook, that looked towards his back ; but still all 
waa fislsBed together with gold. 

3b When Soloraon had completed all this in twen- 
ty ywrs' time, because Hiram king of Tyre had 
eontribnted a great deal of gold, and more silver to 
theaa buildings, as also cedar-wood and pine-wood, 
ha also xewaAed Hiram with rich presents : com 
he sent him also year by year, and wine and oil, 
which were the prindpal things that he stood in 
need of, because he inhabited an islaud, as we have 
already said. And besides these, he granted him 
oertain dties of Gralilee, twenty in number, that lay 
not far from ^re ; which when Hiram went to, 
and viewed, and did not like the gift, he sent word 
to Solomon that he did not want such cities as tliey 
were ; and after that time those cities were called 
the land of Cabul ; which name, if it be interpreted 
according to the language of the Phoenicians, de- 
notes wMt doe$ not pUau. Moreover, the king of 



Tyre sent sophisms and enigmatical sayings to So- 
lomon, and desired he would solve them, and free 
them from the ambiguity that was in them. Now 
so sagacious and understanding was Solomon, thai 
none of these problems were too hard for him ; 
but he conquered them all by his reasonings, and 
discovered their hidden meaning, and brought it to 
light, Menander also, one who translated the 
Tyrian archives out of the dialect of the Phoeni- 
cians into the (xreek language, makes mention of 
these two kings, where he says thus: — ''When 
Abibalus was dead, his son Hiram received the 
kingdom from him, who, when he had lived fifty- 
three years, reigned thirty-four. He raised a bank 
in the huge place, and dedicated the golden pillar 
which is in Jupiter's temple. He also went and cut 
down materials of timber out of the mountain called 
Libanus, for the roof of templM ; and when he had 
pulled down the ancient tempjes, he both built the 
temple of Hercules and that of Astarte ; and he 
first set up the temple o| Hercules in the month 
Peritius ; he also made an expedition against the 
Euchii [or Titii], who did not pay their tribute ; 
and when he had subdued them to himself, he re- 
turned. Under this king there was Abdemon, a 
very youth in age, who always conquered the diffi- 
cult problems which Solomoq, king of Jenisalem, 
conmianded him to explain." IHus also makes 
mention of him, where he aaya thus : — ^ When 
Abibalus was dead, his son Hiram reigned. He 
raised th^ eastern parts of the city higher, and 
made the dty itself larger. He also joined the 
temple of Jupiter, which before stood bv itself, to 
the dty, by raismg a bank in the middle between 
them ; and he ord&ined it with donations of gold. 
Moreover, he went up to mount Libanus, and cut 
down materials of wood for the building of the 
temples." He says also, that '' Solomon, who was 
then king of Jerusalem, sent riddles to Hiiam, and 
desired to recdve the like from him ; but that he 
who could not solve them should pay money to them 
that did solve them ; and that Hiram accepted the 
conditions ; and when he was not able to solve the 
riddles [proposed by Solomon], he paid a great deal 
of money for his fine ; but that he aftenvard did 
solve the proposed riddles by means of Abdemon, a 
man of Tyre ; and that Hiram pvopooed other rid- 
dles, which, nfhen Solomon could not solve, he paid 
back a sreat deal of money to Hinun." This it is 
whiph Dius wi^te. 



CHAPTER • VI. 

HOW S0I.0M0N FO&TIFIEO' TUB CITY OF JBAUSALBM, 
AND BUILT OBBAT CITIBS ; AND HOW HB BROUOUT 
SOMB OF THB CANAANITBS INTO SUBJBCTION, AND 
BNTBBTAIMB9 TQB ttUBBN OP BGTPT, AN|> OF 
ETHIOPIA. 

§ 1. Now whe« the king saw that the walls of 
Jerusalem stood in need of being better secured, 
and made stronger (for he tliought the walls that 
encompaaaed Jerusalem ought to correspond to tlie 
dignity of the city) he both repaired them and made 
them hi^Iier, with great towers upon them ; he alao 
built dties which might be counted among the 
atrongeat, Hazor and Megiddo, and the^ird Geiw, 
which had indeed belonged to the Philistinea ; but 
Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, had made an expedi- 
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tiooigBiiMt it, and bamged it, and taken it bj foree ; 
and when he had alain all its inhabitanti, he ntterljr 
overthrew it, and gave it aa a maent to hia dangh- 
tor, who had been married to Soloinon ; for whleh 
HM B on the king reboilt it, aa a dty that waa natn- 
nlljr strong, and might be neefol in ware, and the 
imtatione of alBun that flometimea happen. More- 
ofer, he boilt two other eitiea not fur from it ; 
Bedi'horon waa the name of one of them, and Be- 
hath of the other. He also built other oitiae that 
hj eonrenientlj for theae, in order to the enjoy* 
meat of pleaanies and delicacies in them, such aa 
were naturally of a good temperature of ti^e air, 
and agreeable for frmta ripe in their proper aea- 
MDs, and well watered with springs. Nay, Solomon 
went as far aa the desert above Syria, and pos- 
BMsed himeelf of it, and built there a very great 
city, whieb was distant two daya' journey from the. 
Upper Syria, and one day's journey irom Euphra- 
tes, and aix long daya' joon^y from Babylon the 
Great Now the reason why this ei^ lay so re- 
mote from the parts of Syria that are inhabited, is 
this: That below there ia no water to be had, and 
that it is in that ph^e only that there are afnings 
aadintaof water. When he had therefore bnflt 
tins citjr, and enoompaased it with veiy atrong walls, 
he gave it the name of Tadmor ; and that is the 
name it ia atill called by at this day among the 
STriana ; but the Greeks name it Palmyra. 

2. Now Solomon the king waa at thia time en- 
gaged in building these dtiea. But if any inquire 
vhy all the lunga of Egypt from Menea, who built 
Memphis, and waa many yean eariier than our 
fereiather Abraham, until Solomon, where the in* 
temd was more than one thouaand three hundred 
yean, were called Phainohs, and took it from one 
Pharaoh that lived after the kings of that interval, 
I think it neoeasary to inform them of it, and this 
in order to cure theur ignorance, and to make ^e 
oeeasbn of that name manifest, Pharaoh, in tlie 
Egyptian tongue, aignifiea a ktii^,* but I auppose 
they made use of other names from their childhood ; 
but when they were made kings, they changed them 
into the name whidi, in their own tongue, denoted 
their authority ; for thus it was also that the kinga 
of Alexander, who were called formerly by other 
names, when they took the kingdom, were named 
Ptolemies, from weir iiret king. The Roman em- 
' perors also were, from their nativity, called by 
other namM, butare styled Geeears, their empire 
and their dignity imposing that name upon them, 
And not suffering them to continue in those names 
which their fathen gave them. I suppose also 
^t Herodotus of Ualicamaaaus, when he said 
there were three hundred and thirty kings of Egypt 
•fter Menes, who built Memphis, did therefore not 
tell 09 their names, because they were in eommon 
«Il«i Pharaohs ; for when after their death there 
^M a queen reigned, he calls her by her name Ni- 
evile, as thereby deckmng, that while the kings 
^9n of the nude lin^, and so admitted of tiie 




y wy.yK— of Egypt oDd Ethiopia, whomlM mfuum to haw mom to 
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aame name^ while a woman did not admit the same, 
be did therefore set down that her name, which she 
could not naturally have. As for myself, I have 
disoovered from my own books, that after Pharaoh, 
the frther-in-law of Solomon, no other king of 
Egypt did any longer uae that name ; and that it 
waa after that time when the fore-named queen of 
E^ypt and Ethiopia came to Sokmion, concerning 
whom we shall inform the reader praaently ; but I 
have now made mention of these thinn, that I may 
prove that our books and those of the Egyptiana 
agree together in many things. 

8. But king Solomon aubdued to himself the 
remnant of the Canaanitea that had not before sub- 
mitted to him ;— those I mean that dwelt in mount 
Lebanon, and aa Car aa the ciW Hamath ; and or- 
dered them to pay tribute. He also chose out of 
them every year aoeh aa were to serve him in the 
raeaneat offioea, and to do hia domeetic worka, and 
to follow huabaadry ; for none of the Uebrewa 
were servants [in such tow employments] ; nor 
waa it reaaonable that, when God had brouriit ao 
many nationa under theur power, they ahonld de- 
press thehr own people to such mean offices ef life» 
rather than those nationa ; but all the laraeiitoa 
were eonoemed in warlike aflhin, and were In ar- 
mour, and were aet over the chariots andtba homea, 
rather than leading the life of skvea. He appoint- 
ed also five hunued and fifty rulen over thoae 
Canaanitea who were rednoed to anch domeetie 
slavery, who received the entire care of them from 
the king, and instructed them in those labours and 
operationa wherein he wanted their aasistance. 

4. Moreover, the king built many ahipa in the 
tian Bay of the Red Sea, in a certain place 

led Eiion-geber : it ia now ^led Berenice, and 
ia not far from the dty Eloth. Thia country be^ 
longed formerly to the Jewa, and became uaefnlfor 
ahipping, from the donatbna of Hiram, king of 
Tyre ; for he aent a auffident number of men thi- 
ther for pilota, and such as were akilM in o*^i|P* 
tion ; to whom Sok>mon gave thia command : That 
they ahould go along with hia own atowarda to the 
land that was of old called Ophir, but now the 
Aurea Cheraoneaua, which belongs to India, to fetch 
him gold. And when they had gathered four 
hundred talento together, they returmd to the king 
again. 

5. Then was then a woman, ^neen of Egypt 
and Ethiopia rh she waa inquiattive mto philoaopny, 
and one that on other accounts also waa to be ad- 
mired. When thia queen heard of the virtue and 
prudence of Solomon, ahe had a great mind to aee 
him ; and the reporta that went every day abroad 
induced her to come to him, she bei^g desiroua to 
be aatisfied by her own experience, and not by a 
bar^ hearing (for reports thua heard, are likely 
enoush to comply with a false opinion, while they 
wholfy depend on the credit of the reUtore) ; m 
she resolved to come to him, and that espedal^, in 
order to have a trial of his wisdom, while she pn>- 
poeed questiona of very great difficulty, and an* 
treated that he would solve tlieir hidden meaning. 
Accordingly ahe came to Jerusalem with great 
splendour and rich furniture : for ahe brought with 
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her camels laden with gold, with several sorts of 
sweet spices, and with precious stones. Now, upon 
the king's kind reception of her, he hoth showed a 
peat desire to please her, and easily comprehending 
m his mind the meaning of the curious questions she 
propounded to him, he resolved them sooner than 
any body could have expected. So slie was amazed 
at the wisdom of Solomon, and discovered that it 
was more excellent upon trial than what she had 
heard by report beforehand ; and especially she 
was surprised at the fineness and largeness of his 
royal palace, and not less so at the good order of 
the apartments, for she observed that the king had 
therein shown great wisdom ; but she was beyond 
measure astonished at the house which was called 
the Forest of Lebanon, as also at &e magnificence 
of his daily table, and the circumstances of its pre- 
paration and ministration, with the apparel of his 
servants that waited, and the skilful and decent 
management of their attendance : nor was she less 
affected with those daily sacrifices which were 
offered to Grod, and the careful manaffement which 
the priests and Levites used about Siem. When 
she saw this done every day, she was in the great- 
est admiration imaginable, insomuch that she was 
not able to contain the surprise she was in, but 
openly confessed how wonderi'ully she was affected ; 
for she proceeded to discourse witli the king, and 
thereby owned that she was overcome with admira- 
tion at the things before related ; and said, ^ All 
things, indeed, king, that came to our knowledge 
by report, came with uncertainty as to our belief of 
them ; but as to those good things that to thee ap- 
pertain, both such as thou tliyself possessest, I 
mean wisdom and prudence, and the happiness 
thou hast from thy kingdom, certainly the same 
that came to us was no falsity ; it was not only a 
true report, but it related dby happiness after a 
much lower manner than I now see it to be before 
my eyes. For as for the report, it only attempted 
to persuade our hearing, but did not so make known 
the dignity of the tilings themselves as does tlie 
sight of them, and bejng present among them. I, 
indeed, who did not believe what was reported, by 
mason of the multitude and grandeur of the things 
I inquired about, do see them to be much more 
numerous than thoy were reported to be. Accord- 
ingly, 1 esteem tlie Hebrew people, as well a& thy 
servants and friends, to be happy, who enjoy Uiy 
presence and hear thy wisdom every day continu- 
ally. One would therefore bless God, who hath so 
loved this country, and those that inherit therein, 
as to make thee kmg over them." 

6. Now when the queen had thus demonstrated 
m words how deeply the king had affected her, her 
disposition was known by certain presents, for she 
gave him twenty talents of gold, and an immense 
qnantity of spices and precious stones. (They sav 
also' that we possess the root of that balsam which 
mu country still bears by this woman's gift).* 

* SoiM bfauB* JoMplias Ibr ■appoalng OuA tbe IwIiam-tTM mUht be 
■nttawultivator lImbil^ or Korpt* «r Bthi•pil^ into Jadw. br this 
qnaen of ababa, aloae w* end bave f«kl. tbat of old no oaaavrj ban tbls 
pncioua balaun bat Jnde* ; rat It la not ontar fUw that thU balwtm wae 
MCuilar to ittlea, but both Ksjrpt apd Arabia, aad parUoularly Baban, 
Md tti wfeiteb laat was that vary oountry vtaeooe Joavphus. ir unde r- 
•tood not of BthkmU but of Arabia, indmatea thit queen mlfbt bring It 
ant Into Jndca. Nor are we to aQ|»ioi« that the queen of SabeM could 
wvll omit Boeh a pwot» at thle babam-trce would be aeteamed by So. 
lemon, in aaee l#-wcra than alntoat peoaltar to bar <nm eoonlr j : aur 1> 
the mention of balm or balaam, aa aamed by merehanta, and aent aa a 
preae n t out of Judw bj Jaoob, to the governor of Egypt (Qan. xzxvil. 
is, and xlUl. II), to be alleged to the oontrary, elnoe what we Ihare 



)p denotaa rather that turpentlna which w« now eall 
Tmrpeniimt qf CUo or Cjfpnu, the J«laa of the turpeatina*tree, than thla 
preeioiia bafaam. Tbla laat la abo th» Kama word that wa elaewhev* 
'rc-Bdar, by the mua» mlatake, Brnhm xd" OUmd t H ahoold be randcrad the 
TurpttMm^GUtad, Jar. vUl. a. 



Solomon also repaid her with many good thinffs, 
and principally b^ bestowing upon her what me 
chose of her own mclination, for there waa nothing 
that she desired which he denied her ; and as he 
was very generous and liberal in his own temper, 
so did he show the greatness of his soul in bestow- 
ing on her what she herself desired of him. So 
when this queen of Ethiopia had obtained what we 
have already given an account of, and had again 
communicated to the king what she brought with 
her, she returned to her own kingdom. 



CHAPTER VII. 

HOW SOLOMON GaSW RICH, AMD FELL DBSPBRATBLT 
IN LOVE WITH WOMEN, AND HOW GOD, BEING IN- 
CENSED AT IT, KAISED UP ADEB AND JEAOBOAM 
AGAINST HIM. CONCERNING THE DEATH OF SOLO- 
MON. • 

§ 1. About the same time there were brought to the 
king from the Aurea Chersonesus, a country so 
called, precious stones and pine-trees, and these 
trees he made use of for supportmg the temple and 
the pakce, as also for the materials of musical in- 
struments, the harps and the psalteries, that the 
Levites might make use of them in their hymns to 
God. The wood which was brought to him at 
this time was larger and finer than any tbat had 
ever been brought before ; but 1st no one imagine 
that these pine-trees were like those which are now 
so named, and which take tbat their determination 
from the merchants, who so call them, that they 
may procure them to be admired by those tliat pur- 
chase them ; for those we speak of were to the sight 
like the wood of the fig-tree, but were whiter and 
more shining. Now we have said thus much, that 
nobody may be ignorant of the difference between 
these sorts of wood, nor unacquainted with the na- 
ture of the genuine pine-tree ; and we thought it 
both a seasonable and humane ifaing when we men- 
tioned it, and the uses the king made of it, to ex- 
plain this difference so far as we have done. 

2. Now tlie weight of gold tbat was brought him 
was six hundred and sixty-six talents, not includ- 
ing in that sum what was brought by the mer- 
chants, nor what the toparchs and kings of Arabia 
gave him in presents. He also cast two hundred 
targets of gold, ea^h of them weighing six hundred 
shekels : he also made three hundred shields, every 
one weighing three pounds of gold, and he had them 
carried and put into that house which was called the 
Forest of Lebanon. He also made cups of gold, 
and of [precious] stones, for the entertainment of 
his ffuests, and had them adorned in the most ar- 
tificial manner ; and he contrived that all his other 
furniture of vessels should be of gold, for Uiere was 
nothing then to be sold or bought for silver ; for 
the king had many ships which lay upon the Sea of 
Tarsus, these he commanded to carry out all sorts 
of merchandise into the remotest nations, by the 
sale of which, silver and gold were brought to the 
king, and a great quantity of ivory, and Ethiopians, 
and apes ; and they finished their voyage, going 
and returning, in tliree years' time. 

3. Accordingly there went a great fame all 
around the neighbouring countries, which pro- 
claimed the virtue and wisdom of Solomon, inso- 
much that all the kings everywhere were desirous 
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to see him, w not giving credit to what wan le- 
ported, on aeeonot of its being almost incredible : 
ti^j abo demonstrated the regard they had for him 
bj the presents they made to him ; for they sent 
hua Teasels of gold and silver, and purple garments, 
and many sorts of spices, and horses, and chariots, 
and as many mules for his carriages as they oonld 
fiod proper to please the king's eyes, by their 
strength and beauty. This addition that he made 
to those chariots and horses which he had before 
from those that were sent him, augmented the 
number of his chariots by above four hundred, for 
be had a thousand before, and augmented the num' 
berof his horses by two thouHaud, for he had twentv 
tfaoueand before. These horses also were so much 
exerdaed, in order to their making a fine appear- 
ance, and running swiftly, that no others could, 
upon the comparison, appear either finer or swifter ; 
but they were at once the most beautiful of all 
others, and tliehr swiftness was incomparable also. 
Their riders also were a further ornament to them, 
bebg, in the first plara, young men in the most de- 
lightful flower of their ase, and being eminent for 
their harness, and far taller than other men. They 
had iho very long heads of hair hanging down, and 
were clothed in garments of Tyrian purple. They 
had also dust of gold every day sprinkled on their 
hair, so that their heads sparkled with the reflection 
of the sun-beams from the gold. The king himself 
rode upon a chariot in the midst of these men, who 
were still in armour, and had their bows fitted to 
them. He had on a white garment, and used to 
take his progress out of the city in the morning. 
There was a certain place, about fifty furlongs dis- 
tant firom Jerusalem, which is called Etham, verv 
pleasant ; it is in fine gardens, and abounding in n- 
vnletB of water ^ thither did he use to go out in the 
nwniing, sitting on high [in his chariot]. 

4. Now Solomon had a divine sajptcity in all 
things, and was very diligent and studious to have 
things done after an elegant manner ; so he did not 
neelect the care of the ways, bu^ he laid a causeway 
of phtfk stone along the roads that led to Jerusalem, 
which was the royal city, both to render them easy 
for travellers, and to manifest the grandeur of his 
riches and government He also parted his chari- 
ots, and set them in a regular order, that a certain 
number of them should be in every dty, still keep- 
mg a few about him ; and those cities he called the. 
ekiet ofhU ekarioti ; and the king made silver as 
plentiftii in Jerusalem as the stones in the street ; 
and so multiplied cedar-trees in the pUins of Judea, 
^hich did not grow there before, that they were 
like to the multitude of the common sycamore-trees. 
He also ordained the Egyptian merchants that 
hrooght him their merchandise, to sell him a chariot, 
^th a pair of horses, for six hundred drachmm of 
lilver, and he sent them to the kings of Syria, and 
to thoee kinss that were beyond Euplirates. 

5.^ But almough Solomon was become the most 
glorious of kings, and the best beloved by God, and 
exceeded in wisdom and riches those that had been 
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rulers of the Hebrews before him, yet did not he 
persevere in this happy state till he died. Nay, he 
forsook the observation of the laws of his father, 
and came to an end no way suitable to our forego- 
ing history of him. He grew mad in his k>ve of 
women, and bud no restraint on himself in his 
lusts ; nor was he satisfied with the women of his 
country alone, but he married many wives out of 
foreign nations : Sidouians, and Tyrians, and Am- 
monites, and Edomitcs ; and he transgressed the 
laws of Moses, which forbade Jews to many any 
but those that were of their own people. He also 
began to worship their gods, which he did in order 
to the gratification of his wives, and out of his 
affection for them. This very thing our legislator 
suspected, and so admonished us Morehand, that 
we should not marry women of other eountries, lest 
we sliould be entangled with foreign customs, and 
apostatize from our own ; lest we should leave off 
to honour our own God, and should worship their 
gods. But Solomon was fallen headlong into un- 
reasonable pleasures, and regarded not those ad- 
monitions ; fur when he had married seven hundred 
wives,t the daughters of princes, and of eminent 
persons, and three hundred concubines, and these 
besides tlie king of £gypt*s daughter, he soon was 
governed by them, till he came to imitate their prac- 
tices. He was forced to give them this demonstra- 
tion of Ids kindness and affection to them, to live 
according to the laws of their countries. And as 
he grew mto years, and his reason became weaker 
bv length of time, it was not sufficient to recal to 
his mind the institutions of his own country ; so he 
still more and more contemned his own Uod, and 
continued to regard the gods that his marriages had 
introduced : nay, before this happened, he sinned, 
and fell into an error about the observation of the 
laws, when he made the images of bimsen oxen that 
supported the brazen sea,$ and the images of lions 
about his own throne : for these he made, although 
it was not agreeable to piety so to do ; and this he 
did, notwithstanding that he had his father as a most 
excellent and domestic pattern of virtue, and knew 
what a glorious character he had left behind him, 
because of his piety towards God ; nor did he imi- 
tate David, although God had twice appeared to 
him in his sleep, and exhorted him to imitate his 
father : so he died ingloriously. There came 
therefore a prophet to him, who was sent by God, 
and told him that his wicked actions were not con- 
cealed from God : and threatened him that he 
should not long rejoice in what he had done : that 
indeed tlie kingdom should not be taken from him 
while he was alive, because God had promised to 
his father David that he would make him his suc- 
cessor, but that he would take care that this should 
befal his son when he was dead ; not that he would 
withdraw all the people from him, but that he would 
give ten tribes to a servant of his, and leave onlj 

f.TboieTOOwlveo, or the dangliton of S««Bt men, aadlho BOO eoMn. 
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two tribes to David's ffnmdson for his sake, because 
he loved God, and for the sake of the city of 
Jerusalem, wherein he should have a temple. 

6. When Solomon heard this, he was grieved, 
and greatly confounded, upon this change of almost 
all that happiness which had made him to be ad- 
mired, into so bad a state } nor had there much 
time passed after tlie prophet bad foretold what 
was coming, before God raised up an enemy against 
him, whose name was Ader, who took the following 
occasion of his enmity to liim : — He was a child of 
the stock of the Edomites, and of the blood royal ; 
and when Joab, the captain of David's host, hud 
waste the land of Edom, and destroyed all tliat 
were men grown, and able to bear arms, for six 
months time, this Hadad fled away, and came to 
Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, who received him 
kindly, and assigned him a house to dwell in, and 
a country to supply him with food ; and when he 
was grown up he loved liim exceedingly, insomuch 
that he gave him his wife's sister, whose name was 
Taphenes, to wife, by whom he had a son, who was 
brought up with the king's children. When Hadad 
heard in Egypt that both David and Joab were 
dead, he came to Pharaoh, and desired that he 
would permit him to go to his own country : upon 
which the king asked what it was that he wanted, 
and what hardship he had met with, that he was so 
desirous to leave him ; and when he was often 
troublesome to him, and entreated him to dismiss 
him, he did not then do it But at the time when 
Solomon's affairs began to grow worse, on account 
of his forementioned transgressions,* and God's 
anger against him for the same, Hadad, by Pha- 
nu>h's permission, came to Edom ; and when he 
was not able to make the people forsake Solomon, 
for it was kept under by many ^laxTisons, and an 
innovation waa not to be made with safety, he re- 
moved thence, and came into Syria ; there he 
Ughted upon one Rezon, who had run away from 
Hadadezer, king of Zobah, his master, and was 
become a robber in that country, and joined friend- 
ship with him, who had already a band of robbers 
about him. So he went up, and seized upon that 
part of Syria, and was made king thereof. He also 
made incursions into the land of Israel, and did it 
no small mischief, and spoiled it, and that in the 
lifo'time of Solomon. And tliis was the calamity 
which the Hebrews suffered by Hadad. 

7. There was also one of Solomon's own nation 
that made an attempt minst him, Jeroboam, the 
«ou of Nebat, who had an expectation of rising, 
from a prophecy that had been made to him Ions 
before. He was left a child by his father, and 
brought up by his mother ; and when Solomon saw 
that he was of an active and bold disposition, he 
made him the curator of the walls which he built 
round about Jerusalem ; and he took such core of 
those works, and the king approved of his behavi- 
our, and gave him, as a reward for the same, the 
charge of the tribe of Joseph. And when about 
that time, Jeroboam was once goinff out of Jerusa- 
lem, a prophet of the city Shilo, whose name was 
Ahijah, met him and saluted him ; and when he 
had taken him a little aside, to a place out of the 
way, where there was not one other person present, 
ho rent the garment he had on into twelve pieces, 

• SiMt th* butaabw of Sokmonli ctH life m4 aafmlty «M Um tliM 
wtan Uafdad or AOcr, who waa bom at Immi WorSOyMn tafore Solo. 
»ioo eania to tba ovwn, la tba tejra of BavU, began to five him di*. 
tafltwue, thia impUaa that Soloinoii'a evil hh began rarte, and oontinued 
' vety long, whleh the mulUlutle of bia wtvea and emeuMiiea doee Imply 
•boi I eappoaa, wbn ha waa not flftjr jwn ofag*. 



and bid Jeroboam take ten of them ; and told him 
beforehand, that " this is the will of God ; he will 
part the dominion of Solomon, and give one tribe, 
with that which is next it, to his son, because of the 
promise made to David for his succession, and will 
give ten tribes to thee, because Solomon hath sin- 
ned against him, and delivered up himself to wo- 
men, and to their gods. Seemg, therefore, thoa 
knowest the cause for which God hath chanj^ his 
mind, and is alienated from Solomon, be thoa 
righteous and keep the laws, because he hath pro- 
posed to thee the greatest of all rewards for thv 
piety, and the honour thou shalt pay to God, 
namely, to be as greatly exalted as thou knowest 
David to have been." 

8. So Jeroboam was elevated by these words of 
the prophet ; and being a young man,t of a warm 
temper, and ambitious of greatness, he could not be 
quiet ; and when he had so ^reat a charge in the 
government, and called to mmd what had been re- 
vealed to him by Ahijah, he endeavovgced to per- 
suade the people to forsake Solomon, to make a 
disturbance, and to bring the government over to 
himself ; but when Solomon understood his inten- 
tion and treachery, he sought to catch him and kill 
him ; but Jeroboam was informed of it beforehand, 
and fled to Shishak, the king of Egypt, and there 
abode till the death of Solomon* ; by which means 
he gained these two advantages, — to suffer no harm 
from Solomon, and to be preserved for the king- 
dom. So Solomon died when he was already an ola 
man, having reigned eighty years, and lived ninety- 
four. ^ He was buried in Jerusalem, having been 
superior to all other kings in happiness, and riches, 
and wisdom, excepting that when he was growing 
into years he was deluded by women, ana trans* 
gres&ed the law ; concerning which transgressions, 
and the miseries which befel the Hebrews thereby, 
I think proper to discourse at another opportunity. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

HOW, UPON THS DEATH OP SOLOMON, THB PBOPLB 
FOSSOOK BIS SON RSHOBOAM, AND OBBAINKD JB- 
BOBQAH KINQ OVER THB TEN T&IBBS. 

§ 1. Now when Solomon was dead, and his son 
Rehoboam (who was bom of an Ammonite «ife, 
whose name was Naamah) had succeeded him in 
the kingdom, the rulers of the multitude sent im- 
mediately into Egypt, and called back Jeroboam ; 
and when he was come to them to the city Shechem, 
Rehoboam came to it also> for he had resolved to 
declare himself king to the Israelites, while they 
were there gathered together. So the rulers of the 
people, as well as Jeroboam, came to him, and be- 
sought him, and said that he ought to relax, and to 
be gentler than his father, in the servitude he had 
imposed on them, because they had borne a heavy 
yoke, and that tlien they should be better affected 
to him, and be well contented to serve him under 
his moderate government, and should do it more 
out of love than fear ; but Rehoboam told them 
they should come to him again in three daya' time^ 

f Thia jruaUi of Jaroboam. whan Solomoa bollt tba wmllsoT Jeniaakaa, 
notTery long after he had flniahad hie twenty yean baildiiu| of Ilia 
temple and hia own palace, or not vanr long after the tMwnly-lburth of 
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Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



CHAP. Till. 



ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 



187 



when he would gire ao answer to their request. This 
delay gave oeeasion to a present suspioion, sinee he 
had not given them a favourable answer to their 
mind immediately, for they thought diat he should 
have given them a humane answer off-hand, eepe- 
eially since he was but young. However, they 
thought that this consultation i^ut it, and that he 
did not presently give them a denial, afforded them 
some Jpod hope of sueceas. 

2. Behoboam now called his father's Irieads, 
and advised ^th them what sort of answer he ought 
to give to the multitude : upon which they gave 
him, the advice which became friends, and ^ose 
that knew the temper of such a multitude. They 
advised him to speak in a way more popular than 
suited the mndeur of a king, because he would 
thereby oblige them to submit to him with good- 
will, it heing most agreeable to subjects that their 
kings should be almost upon the level with them ; 
— but Rehoboam rejected this so good, and in gene- 
ral BO profitable advice (it was such at least, at thai 
time when he was to be made king), Grod himself, 
I suppose, causing what was most advantageous to 
be condemned by him. So he called for the young 
men who were brought up with him, and told them 
what advice the elders had given him, and bade 
them speak what they thought he ought to do. 
They advised him to give the foUowmg answer to 
the people (for neither their youth nor God himself 
suffered them to discern whi^ was best) :-«-Thathis 
little finger should be thicker than his father's loins ; 
and if they had met with hard usage from his fa* 
ther, they should experience much rougher treat- 
ment from him ; and if his father had chastised 
them with whips, they must expect that he would 
do it with scorpions.* The king was pleased with 
this advice, and thought it agreeable to the dignity 
of his government to give them such an answer. 
Aooordmgly, when the multitude was come toge- 
ther to hear his answer on the third day, all Sie 
people were in great expectation, and very intent 
to hear what the king would say to them, and 
supposed they should hear somewhat of a kind na- 
ture ; but he passed by his friends, and answered 
as the young men had given him counsel. Now 
this was done accordioe to the will of God, that 
what Ahijah had foretold might oome to pass. 

3. By these words the people were struek, as it 
were, by an iron hammer, and were so grieved at 
the words, as if they had already felt the effbots of 
them ; and they had great indignation at the king ; 
and all cried out ak>ud, and said, ^ We will have 
no longer any relation to David or hia posterity 
after this day ;*' and they said fiurther, ** We only 
leave to Rdioboam the temple which his lather 
built ;" and they threatened to forsake him. Nay, 
they were so bitter, and retamed their wrath so long, 
thai when he sent Adoram, who was over the tri- 
bute, tfiat he might pacify them, and render them 
milder, and persiuMle them to forgive him, if he had 
said any thing thfit was rash or grievous to them, 
m his youth, they would not hear it, but threw 
stones at him and killed him. When Rehoboam 
saw this, he thought himself aimed at by those 
•tsnes with whieh they had killed his servant, and 
feared lest he should undergo the last of punish- 
ments in earnest ; so he got immediately into his 
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chariot, and fled to Jerusalem, where the tribe of 
Judah and that of Benjamin ordained him king ; 
but the rest of the multitude forsook the sons of 
David from that day, and appointed Jeroboam to 
be the ruler of their public affairs. Upon thb Re- 
hoboam, Solomon's son, assembled a great congre- 
gation of those two tribes that submitted to Um, 
and was ready to take a hundred and eighty thou- 
sand chosen men out of the army, to make an ex- 
pedition against Jeroboam and his people, that he 
might force them by war to be his servants ; but 
he was forbidden of God by the prophet [Shemaiah] 
to go to war ; for that it was not just that brethren 
of the same country should fight one against ano- 
ther. He also said, that this defection of the mul- 
titude was according to the purpose of God. So 
he did not proceed in this expedition : — and now I 
will relate first the actions of Jeroboam, the king 
of Israel, after which we will rekte what are there- 
with connected, the actions of Rehoboam, the king 
of the two tribes ; by this means we shall preserve 
the good order of the history entire. 

4. When therefore Jeroboam had built a paUce 
in the city Shechem, he dwelt there. He also 
built him another at Penuel, a city so called ; and 
now the feast of Tabernacles was approadiing in a 
little time, Jeroboam considered, if he should per- 
mit the multitude to go to worship^ God at Jerusa- 
lem, and there to celebrate the festival, they would 
probably repent of what they had done, and be en- 
ticed by the temple, and by the worriiip of God 
there performed, and would leave him, and return 
to their first king ; and if so, he should run the risk 
of losing his own life : so he invented this contriv- 
ance : He made two golden heifers, and built two 
little temples for them, the one in the dty Bethel, 
and the other in Dan, which last was at the foun- 
tains of the Lesser Jordan,t and he put the heifers 
into both the little temples, in the forementioned 
dties. And when he had called those ten tribes 
together, over whom he ruled, he made a speech to 
the people in these words. ** I suppose my coun- 
trymen, that you know this, that every place hath 
God in it ; nor is there any one determinate place 
in which he is, but he everywhere hears and sees 
those that worship him ; on which account I do not 
think it right for you to go so long a journey to Je- 
rusalem, which is an enemy's city, to worship him. 
It was a man that built the temple : I have also 
made two golden heifers, dedicated to the same God ; 
and one of them I have eonseorated in the city 
Bethel, and the other in Dan, to tlie end that those 
of you that dwell nearest those cities, may go to 
ihem, and worship Grod there : and I will ordam 
for you certain priests and Levites from among 
yourselves, that you may have no want of the tribe 
of Levi, or of the sons of Aaron ; but let him tha^ 
is desirous among you of being a priest, bring tc 
God a bullock and a ram, which they say Aaroc 
the first priest brought also." When Jeroboam 
had said this, he deluded the people, and made them 
to revolt from the worship of their forefathers, and 
to transgress tlieur laws. This was the beginning 
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of miseries to the Hebrews, and tbe cause why they 
were orercome in war by foreigners, and so fell 
into captivity. But we shall relate those things in 
their raoper places hereafter. 

5. When the Feast fnf Tabernacles] was just 
approachinf^, Jeroboam \va<« desirous to celebrate it 
himself in Bethel, as did the two tribes celebrate it 
in Jerusalem. Accordingly he built an altar before 
the heifer, and undertook to be high-priest himself. 
So he went up to the altar, with his own priests 
about him ; but when he was going to offer tlie 
sacrifices, and the burnt-offerings in the sight of all 
the people, a prophet, whose name was Jadon, was 
sent by Grod, and came to him from Jerusalem, who 
stood in the midst of the multitude, and in the hear- 
ing of the king, and directing his discourse to the 
altar, said thus :—" God foretels that there shall 
be a certain man of the family of David, Josiah by 
name, who shall slay upon thee tliose false priests 
that diall live at that time, and upon thee shiJl bum 
tlie bones of tiiose deceivers of the people, those 
impostors and wicked wretches. However, that 
this people may believe that these things shall so 
oome to pass, I foreffel a sien to them that shallalso 
come to pass ! This altar snail be broken to pieces 
immediately, and all the fat of the sacrifices that is 
upon it shall be poured upon the ground." When 
the prophet had said this, Jeroboam fell into a pas- 
sion, and stretched out his hand, and bid them lay 
hold of hun : but the hand whidi he stretched out 
was enfeebled, and he was not able to pull it in 
again to him, for it was become withered, and hung 
down as if it were a dead hand. The altar also 
was broken to pieces, and all that was upon it was 
poured out, as the prophet had foretold should come 
to pass. So the king understood that he was a man 
of veracity, and had a divine fore-knowledse ; and 
entreated him to pray to Ood that he would restore 
his right hand. Accordingly the prophet did pray 
to God to grant him tliat request So the king 
having his hand recovered to its natural state, re- 
joiced at it, and invited the prophet to sup with 
him ; but Jadon said, that he could not endure to 
come into his house, nor to taste of bread or water 
ui this city, for that was a thing God had forbidden 
him to do : as also to go back by the same way 
which he came ; but he said he was to return by 
another way. So tlie king wondered at the absti- 
nence of the man ; but was himself in fear, as sus- 
pecting a change of his affairs, for the worse, from 
what had been said to him. 



CHAPTER IX. 

BOW JADOir THE PBOPHBT WAS PEBSUADKD BT ANO- 
THER LTINO PEOPHET, AND RETUENED [TO BE- 
THEL], AND WAS AFTERWARDS SLAIN BY A LION. 
AS ALSO, WHAT WORDS THE WICSED PROPHET 
MADE USE OF TO PERSUADE THE KINO, AND THERB- 
BT ALIENATED HIS MIND FROM OOD. 

9 1. Now there was a certain wicked man in that 
city, who was a false prophet, whom Jeroboam had 
in great esteem, but was deceived bv him and his 
flattering words. This man was bed- rid by reason 
of the infinnities of old age : however, he was in- 
formed by his sons concerning the prophet that 
was come from Jerusalem, and concerning the 
signs done by him ; and how, when JerolManf » 



right band had been enfeebled, at the prophefii 
prayer he had revived it again. Whereupon he 
was afraid that this stranger and prophet should 
be in better esteem with the king than himself, and 
obtain greater honour from hun ; and he gave 
order to his sons to saddle his ass presently, and 
make all ready that he might go out AcconUngly 
they made haste to do what they were commanded, 
and he got upon the ass, and followed after the 
prophet ; and when he had OYejrtaken him, as he 
was resting himself under a very large oak-tree 
that was thick and shady, he at first saluted him, 
but presently he complained of him, because he bad 
not come into his house, and partaken of his hospi- 
tality. And when the other said, that God had 
forbidden him to taste of any one's provision in 
that dty,— he replied, that * for certain God had 
not forbidden that I should set food before thee, 
for I am a prophet as thou art, and worship God 
in the same manner that thou dost ; and I am now 
come as sent by him, in order to bring thee into 
my house, and make thee my guest' Now Jadon 
gave credit to this lying prophet, and returned back 
with him. But when they were at dinner, and 
merry together, God appea^red to Jadon, and said, 
that he should suffer punishment for transgressing 
his commands, — and he told him what that punish- 
ment should be ; for he said that he diould meet 
with a lion as he was goin^ on hb way, by whicdi 
lion he should be torn in pieces, and be deprived of 
burial in the sepulchres of his father's : — ^which 
things came to pass, as I suppose, according to the 
will of God, that so Jeroboun mirht not give heed 
to the words of Jadon, as of one that had been con- 
victed of lying. However, as Jadon was again go- 
ing to Jerusalem, a lion assaulted him, and pulled 
him off the beast he rode on, and slew him ; yet did 
he not at all hurt the ass, but sat by him, and kept 
Kim, as also the prophet's body. This continued 
till some travellers that saw it, came and told it in 
the city to the false prophe^ who sent his sons and 
brought the body into the city, and made a funeral 
for him at great expense. He also charxed his 
sons to bury himself with him ; and said, uiat all 
which he had foretold against that city, and the al- 
tar, and priests, and fuse prophets, would prove 
true ; and that if he were buried with him, he 
should receive no injurious treatment after his 
death, the bones not being then to be distinguished 
asunder. But now, when he had performed those 
funeral rites to the prophet, and had given that 
charge to his sons, as he was a wicked and impious 
man, he goes to Jeroboam, and says to him, ** And 
wherefore is it now that thou art disturbed at the 
words of this silly fellow 1" And when the king 
had related to him what had happened about the 
altar, and about his own hand, and gave him the 
names of divine man, and an excellent pr^kei, he 
endeavoured, by a wicked trick, to weaken that his 
opinion ; and by using plausible words oouceming 
what had happened, he aimed to injure the truth that 
was in them ; for he attempted to persuade him, 
that his hand was enfeebled by the Ubour it had 
undergone in supporting the sacrifices, and that 
upon its resting a while it returned to its former 
nature again : and that as to the altar, it was but 
new, and had borne abundance of sacrifices, and 
those large ones too, and was accordingly broken 
to pieces, and fallen down by the weight of wliat 
had been laid upon it He also informed him of 
the death of him that had foretold those things^ 
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and how he pexished ; [whence he eondaded that] 
be had not any thmg in hun of a prophet, nor 
aspmke any thing like one. When he had thus 
spoken, he peraoaded the kins, and entirely alien- 
ated his mind from God, and mm doing works that 
were rip^teooa and holy, and encouraged him to so 
on in his impious practices ;* and accordingly, he 
was to that deszee injurious to God, and so greata 
transgressor, that he sought for nothing every day 
, bat how he might be guilty of some new instances 
of wickedness, and such as would be more detesta- 
ble than what he had been so insolent as to do be- 
fore. And so much shall at present suffice to have 
said concerning Jeroboam. 



CHAPTER X. 

OONCBBHINO RBHODOAIf, AlfO HOW OOD INFLICTXD 
PimUHMKfT UPON HIM FOR HIS mPIBir, BT SHI- 
SHAK [KJMa OF KOTPT]. 

§ 1. Now Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, who, as 
we said before, was king of the two tribes, built 
strong and large cities, Bethlehem, and Etam, and 
Tekoa, and Bethzur, and Shoco, and Adollam, and 
Ipan, and Maresha, and Ziph, and Adoriam, and 
Lac hi s h, and Azekah, and Zorah, and Aijalon, and 
Hebron ; these he built first of all in the tribe of 
Judah. He also built other large cities in the tribe 
of Benjamin, and walled them about, and put ear- 
risoos m them all, and obtains, and a neat deal 
of eozo, and wine, and oil ; and he furnished every 
one of them plentifully with other provisions that 
were necessary for sustenance : moreover, he put 
therein shields and spears for many ten uiousand 
men. The priests also that were in all Israel, and 
the Levites, and if there were any of the multitude 
that were good and righteous men, they gathered 
themselves t<^ther to him, havine left their own 
citiee, that they might worriiip God in Jerusalem ; 
for they were not filing to be forced to worship 
the heifers which Jeroboam had made ; and they 
augmented the kingdom of Rehoboam for three 
vears. And after he had married a woman of his 
own kindred, and had by her three children bom 
to him, he married also another of his own kindred, 
who was daughter of Absalom by Tamar, whose 
name was Maachah ; and by her he had a son, 
whom he named Abijah. He had moreover manv 
other diildren by other wives, but he loved Maachah 
above them all. Now he had eighteen legitimate 
wives, and thirty concubines, and he had bom to 
him twenty-eight sons and threescore daughters ; 
but be appointed Abnah, whom he had by Maachah, 
to be his successor m the kingdom, and intrusted 
him already with the treasures and the strongest 
cities. 

2. Now I cannot but think that the greatness of 
a kingdom, and its change into prosperity, often 
become the occasion of mischief and of transgression 
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to men ; for when Rehoboam saw that his kingdom 
was so much increased, he went out of the right 
way, unto nnrishteous and irreligious practices, and 
he despised the worship of God, till the people 
themselves imitated his wicked actions ; for so it 
usually happens, that the manners of subjects are 
corrupted at the same time with those of their go- 
vernors ; which subjects then lay aside their own 
sober way of living, as a reproof of their governors' 
intemperate courses, and follow their wickedness 
as if it were virtue ; for it is not possible to show 
that men approve of the actions of their kings, 
unless Ihey do the same actions with them. Agree- 
able whereto it now happened to the subjects of 
Rehoboam ; for when he was grown impious, and 
a transgressor himself, they tjudeavoured not to 
offend Mm by resolving still to be righteous ; but 
God sent Shishak, king of Egypt, to punish them 
for their unjust behaviour towards him ; concern- 
ing whom Herodotus was mistaken, and applied 
his actions to Sesostris ; for this Shishak,* in the 
fifth year of the reign of Rehoboam, made an ex- 
pedition [into Judea] with many ten thousand men ; 
for he had one thousand two hundred chariots in 
number that followed him, and threescore thousand 
horsemen, and four hundred thousand footmen. 
These he brought with him, aud tliey were the 
greatest ' part of them Libyans and Ethiopians. 
Now, therefore, when he fell upon the country of 
the Hebrews, he took the strongest cities of Reho- 
boam's kingdom without fighting; and when he 
had put garrisons in them, he came last of all to 
Jerusalem. 

3. Now when Rehoboam, and the multitndo with 
him, were sliut up in Jemsalem by the means of 
the army of Shishak, ond when they besought God 
to give them the victory and deliverance, they 
could not persuade God to be on their side ; but 
Shemaiah the prophet told them, that God threat- 
ened to forsake them, as they had forsaken his 
worship. When they heard this, they were imme- 
diately in a consternation of mind, and seeing no 
way of de^veranoe, they all eamestly set thems^ves 
to confess that God might justlv overlook them, 
since they had been guilty of impiety towards him, 
and had let his laws he in confusion. So when God 
saw them in that disposition, and that they acknow- 
ledged their sins, he told the prophet that he would 
not destroy them, but that he would, however, make 
them servants to the Egyptians, that the^ may learn 
whether they will suffer less by servmg men or 
God. So when Shishak had taken the city without 
fighting, because Rehoboam was afraid, and re- 
ceived him into it, yet did not Shishak stand to the 
covenants he had made, but spoiled the temple, and 
emptied the treasures of God aiid Uiose of t^ king, 
and carried off innumerable ten thousands of gold 
and silver, and left nothing at all behind him. He 
also took away the budders of gold, and the shields, 
which Solomon the king had made ; nay, he did not 
leave the golden quivers which David had takenfirom 
tlie king of Zoban, and had dedicated to Giod ; and 
when he had thus done, he returned to his own king- 
dom. Now Herodotus of Halicamassus mentions this 
expedition, having only mistaken the king's name ; 
and [in saying that] he made war upon many other 
nations alio, and brought Syria and Palestine into 
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■nbjeetioiiy and took the mea that were tbcrein 
priaonen without fighting. Now it is meiiifevt that 
he intended to declare tiuU our nation wasaabdned 
by him ; for he aaith, that he left behhid him pil- 
Ura in the land of thaee that deliTered themaeWea 
up to him without fighting, and engraved upon them 
the aeeret parts of women. Now our king Reho- 
boamdeliTeredupourcitpr without fighting. He says 
withaly* that the Ethiopiaoa learned to ctroumeiBe 
their privy parts from the Egyptiana; with thia 
addition, that the Phoaniciana aiud fiyriana that live 
in Palestine eoaiBaa that they learned it of the 
Egyptians ; yet Kf is evident that no other of the 
Syrians that live in Paleatin^, besidea us alone, are 
eiroumoiaed. But aa to aneh mattera, let every one 
apeak what ia agreeable to his own opinion. 

4. When Shiahak was gone away, king Rehoboam 
Bsade bucklers and shield of Iwaaa, instead of thoee 
of goM, and delivered the same number of them to 
the keepers of the king's palace : so, instead'of 
warlike eiipedhioas, and tl»t glory which results 
from those public actions, he reigned in great quiet- 
ness, thougn not without fear, as being always an 
enemy to Jeroboam ; and he died when he had 
lived fifty-seven yeara, and reigned seventeen* He 
waa in Ids disposition a proud and a foolish man, 
and lost [part of his] dominions by not hearkening 
to hia father's friends. He was buried in Jerusa- 
lem, in the sepulchres of the kings ; and his son 
Abijah succeeded him in the kinf^m, and this in 
the ei^teenth year of Jeroboam's rei^ over the 
ten tnbes ; and this waa the cooduaion of these 
affairs. It must be now our business to relate the 
affaire of Jeroboam> and how h6 ended his life ; for 
he ceased not, nor rested to be injurioua to God, 
but every day raised up altare upon high moimtains, 
and went on making priests out of the multitude. 



CHAPTER XI. 

CONCKBmRG THB DBATH OF ▲ SON OF JKBOBOAM* 
HOW JKBOBOaM was BKATBN BT ABlJAtf, WHO 
hlMD A UTTLB AtTERVTARDS, AND WAS SUO- 
CBBDBA IN Hia HINODOH BT ASA. ANO ALSO 
HOlf, AFTER tHB DEATH OF JEBOBOAH, BAASHA 
DBSTEOntll BIS SON NaI>AB, AND ALL THB HOUSE 
OF JEROBOAM. 

§ 1. HowEVEB, God was in no Icng time ready to 
vetnm Jeroboam's wicked actiona, and the pumah- 
ment they deserved, upon his own head, and upon 
the heada of all hia house : and whereaa a son of 
his lay aick at that time, who was called Abijah, 
he enjoined hia wife to lay aside her robes, and to 
the garments belonging to a private person. 
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been he who told me thait I should be king. H« 
alee ei^oined hef , when she came to him, to uiqoin» 
concerning the child, aa if ahe were a atranger^ 
whether he should eeeape thia distemper So she 
did aa her huaband bade her, and changed her 
habit, and came to the city Shitoh, for there did 
Ahijah live : and as she waa going into his house, 
his eyes being then dim with age, God appeal^ to 
him, and informed him of twd thlliga ; that the 
wife of Jeroboam waa come to him, and what an- 
swer he should make to her inquiry. Accordingly, 
as the woman waa coming into the house like a pri- 
vate person and a stranger, he cried out, ^ Gome 
in, O thou wife of Jeroboam 1 Why ooncealeet 
thou thyself! Thou art not concealed from God, 
who hath appeared to me, and informed me that tliou 
wast coming, and hath given me in command what 
I shall say to thee." So he said that ahe should 
go away to her husband, and speak to him thus : — 
** Since I made thee a great man when thda wast 
little, or rather waat nothing, and rent the kingdom 
from the house of David, and gave it to thee, and 
thou hasi been unmindful of tliese benefits, hast 
left off my worship, hast made thee molten gods, 
and honoured them, I will in like manner cast thee 
down again, and destroy aJl thy house, and make 
them food for the dogs and the fowls ; for a certain 
king is rising up, by i^pointment, over all this peo- 
ple, who shall leave none of the family of Jeroboam 
remaining* The multitude also shall themselvea 
partake of the same punishment, and ahall be cast 
out of this good land, and shall be scattered Into 
the pUces b^ond Euphrates, because they have 
followed the wicked pntctioea of their king, and 
have worshipped the gods that he made, and for- 
saken my sacrifices. But do thou, woman, make 
haste back to thy husband, and tell him this mes- 
sage ; but thou Shalt then find thy son dead, for as 
then entereet the city he shall depart this life ; yet 
ahall he be buried with the lamentation of all the 
multitude, and honoured with a general mourning, 
for he is the only person of goodness of JerolxMmr a 
family." When the prophet had foretold these 
events^ the woman went haatily away with a disor- 
dered mind, and greatly grieved at the death of the 
forenamed child : so she was in lamentation aa she 
wmit alone the road, and mourned for the death of 
her son, that was just at hand. She was indeed iii 
a miserable condition, at the miavoidable miscfy of 
his death, and went apace, but in drcumstancee 
very unfortunate, because of her son ; for the 
greater haate ahe made, she would the sooner see 
her son dead, yet was she forced to make audi 
haste, on account of her husband. Accordingly, 
when ahe waa come back, she found that the child 
had given up the ghoat, as the prophet had said ; 
and she rehUed all the drcumstancee to the king. 

2. Yet did not Jeroboam lay any of theae things 
to heart, but he brought together a very numerous 
army, and made a warlike expedition against Abi- 
jah, the aon of Rehoboam, who had sueoeeded his 
father in the kingdom of the two tribes ; for he 
despised him because of liis age. But when he 
heard of the expedition of Jeroboam, he waa not 
affrighted at it, but proved of a courageous temper 
of mind, superior both to his youth and to the hopea 
of his enemy ; so he chose bun an army out of the 
two tribes, and met Jeroboam at a place called 
Mount Zemaraim, and pitched hia camp near the 
other, and prepared every thing necessary for the 
fight. His army consisted of four hundred thousand^ 
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but the army of Jeroboam wee double to it Now, 
aa the armies atood in amy, ready for action and 
dangers, and were jost going to fight, Abijah stood 
apon an eloTated place, and, beekoning with his 
lund, be desired the multitade and Jeroboam him- 
self to hear first with silenee what he had to say. 
And when sileboe was made, he began to speak, 
and told them^— ^ God had oonsented that David and 
his posterity should be their rulers for all time to 
eome, and this you yourselves are not unacquainted 
with ; but 1 cannot bat wonder how you should for- 
sake my father, and join yourselyes to his servant 
Jeroboam, and axe now here with him to fight 
against those who, by God's own determination, 
are to reign, and to deprive them of that dominion 
which they have still retained ; for as to the greater 
part of it, Jeroboam is unjustly in possession of it 
However, I do not suppose he will enjoy it any 
kmger ; bnt when he hath suffered that punishment 
which God thinks due to him lor what is past, he 
will leave off the trans g r esni ons he halh been guilty 
of, and the injuries he hath offered to him, and 
which he hath still continued to offer, and hath 
peraoaded you to do the same ; yet when you were 
not any fsxther unjustly treated by my father, than 
thai he did not speak to yon so as to please you, 
and this only in compliance with the advice of 
wicked men, yon in anger forsook him, as you pre- 
tended, but, in reali^, you withdrew yourselves 
from God, and from his laws, although it had been 
right for yott to have forgiven a man that was young 
in age» and not used to govern people, not only some 
disagreeable words, but if his youth and unskillul* 
nesa in affairs had led him into some unfortunate 
setionB, and that for the sake of his fhHibm Solomon, 
and the benefits yon received from him ; for men 
ought to excuse the sins of posterity on aooount of 
the benefiMtion of parents : but you considered 
nothing of all this then, neither do you consider it 
now, bnt come with so great an army against us. 
And what is it you depend upon for victory ! Is it 
upon these golden heifers and the altars that you 
have on high places, which are demonstrations of 
^oor impie^, and not of religious worship ! Or is 
It the exceeding multitude of your army wnich gives 
y(Mi such goodhopes I Yet certainly there is no 
strength at all in an army of many ten thousands, 
when the war is unjust ; for we ought to place our 
sorest hope of success against our enemies in 
righteousness alone, «nd m piety towards God ; 
which hope we justly liave^ since we have kept the 
laws from the beginning, and have worshipped our 
own God, who was not made by hands out of cor- 
roptible matter ; nor was he formed by a wicked 
king, in order to deceive the multitude ; but who is 
his own workmanship,* and the beginning and end 
of all things. I therefore give you counsel even 
now to repent, and to take better advice, and to 
leave off the prosecution of the war ; to call to mind 
the laws of your country, and to reflect what it hath 
been that hath advanced you to so happy a state as 
yon are now in." 

3^ This was the speech which Abijah made to the 
multitude. But, while he was still speaking, Jero- 
boam sent some of his soldiers privately to encom- 
pass Abijah round about, on certain parts of the 
camp that were not taken notice of ; and when he 
was thna within the compass of the enemy, his army 

• TUi b • itMns* MpiMrioB In JoMpbiu, thai 0«d It hli own woik- 

■MUp^W IbM Imp mad* hinMlf. ooattmry ^ Mounon wnw and to 

pa ho Muy IBMM that ho waa not mad* by 



was affrighted, and thehr courage fuled them. But 
Abijah encouraged them, and exhorted them to 
phMse their hopes on God, for that he was not en- 
compassed by the enemy. So thev all at once iin* 
plored the divine assistance, while the priests 
sounded with the trumpet, and they made a shout^ 
and fell upon their enemies, and God brake the 
courage, and cast down the force of their enemies, 
and made Abijah's army superior to them, for God 
vouchsafed to grant them a wonderful and very fa> 
mous victory ; and such a slaughter was now made 
of Jeroboam's armyf as is never recorded to have 
happened in any other war, whether it were of the 
Greeks or of the Barbarians, for they overthrew 
[and slew] five hundred thousand of their enemies 
and they took their strongest cities by force, and 
spoiled them ; and besides those, they did the same 
to Bethel and her towns, and 'Jeshanah and her 
towns. And after this defeat, Jeroboam never re* 
covered himself during the life of Abijah, who yet 
did not long survive, for he reigned but three yearsy 
and was buried in Jerusalem in the sepulchres of 
his forefathers. He left behind him twenty-twa 
sons and sixteen daughters, and he had also those 
children by fourteen wives ; and Asa his son sue* 
ceeded in the kingdom ; and the young man\i mo- 
ther was Michaian. Under his reign the country 
of the Israelites enjoyed peace for ten years. 

4. And so far concerning Abijah, the son of Re- 
hoboam, the son of Solomon, as his history hath 
come down to us ; but Jeroboam, the king of the 
ten tribes, died when he had governed them two- 
and-twenty years ; whose son Nadab succeeded 
him, in the second year of the reign of Asa. Now 
Jeroboam's eon governed two years, and resembled 
his fkther in impiety and wickedness. In these 
two years he made an expedition against Gibbethoui 
a city of the Philistines, and continued the siege in 
order to take it ; but he was conspired against 
while he was there, by a friend of his, whose name 
was Baasha, the son of Abijah, and was slain ; 
which Baasha took the kingdom after the other's 
death, and destroyed the whole house of Jeroboam* 
It also came to pass, according as God had foretold^ 
that some of Jeroboam's kin£ed that died in the 
dty were torn to pieces and devoured by dogs ; and 
that othera of them that died in the fields, were torn 
and devoured by the fowls. So the house of Jero- 
boam suffered the just punishment of his impiety 
and of his wicked actions. \ 



CHAPTER XII. 

BOW ZB&AH, RINO OP THS ETHIOPlAlfS, WAS BEATKll 
BT ASA ; ANX> ROW ASA, UPON BAASRa'S MAKINO 
WAB AGAINST BIM, INVITED TRB KINO OF THB 
BAMASCENS TO ASSIST HtM ; AND BOW, ON TBB 
DBSTBUCTION OF TBS BOUSB OF BAASBA, ZIUBl 
OOT TB£ KINGDOM, AS DID BIS SON ABAB AFTER 
BIH. 

S 1 . Now Asa, the king of Jerusalem, was of an 
excellent character, and had a regard to God, and 
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neiifaer did nor designed any thing but what had 
reUtion to the obeervation of the laws. He made 
a reformation of his iiingdom, and cut off whatsoever 
was wicked therein, and purified it from every im- 
purity. Now he had an army of chosen men, that 
were armed with targets and spears ; out of the 
tribe of Judah three hundred thousand ; and out of 
the tribe of Benjamin, that bore shields and drew 
bows, two hundred and fifty thousand ; but when 
he had already reigned ten years, Zerah, king of 
Ethiopia,* made an expedition against him, wiUi a 
great army of nine hundred thousand foot-men, and 
one hundred thousand horsemen, and three hundred 
chariots, and came as far as Mareshah, a city that 
belonged to the tribe of Judah. Now when Zerah 
had passed so far with his own army, Asa met him 
and put his army in array over^against him, in a 
▼alley called Zephathah, not far from the city ; and 
when he saw the multitude of the Ethiopians, he 
cried out, and besought God to give him the victory, 
and that he misbt kill many ten thousands of the 
enemy : " For,' said he, ** I depend on nothing else 
but that assistance which I expect from thee, which 
is able to make the fewer superior to the more nu- 
merous, and the weaker to the stronger ; and 
thence it is alone that I venture to meet Zerah and 
fight him." 

2. While Asa was sayinp^ this, God gave him a 
signal of victory, and joinmg battle cheerfully on 
account of what God had foretold about it, he slew 
a great many of the EUiiopians ; and when he had 
put them to flight, he pursued them to the country 
of Gerar ; and when tiiey left off killing their ene- 
mies, they betook themselves to spoiling them (for 
the city Gerar was already taken;, and to spoiling 
tlieir camp, so that they carried off much gold, and 
much silver, and a great deal of [other] prey, and 
camels, and great cattle, and flocks of ^eep. Ac- 
oordingly, when Asa and his army had obtained 
such a victory, and such wealth from Grod, they re- 
turned to Jerusalem. Now, as they were coming, 
a prophet, whose name was Azariah, met them on 
the road, and bade them stop their journey a little, 
and began to say to them thus : — That the reason 
why they had obtained this victory from God was 
this, that they had showed themselves righteous 
and religious men, and had done every thing ac- 
cording to the will of God ; that tiierefore, he said, 
if they persevered therein, €rod would grant that 
they should always overoome their enemies, and 
live happily ; but that if they left off his worship, 
all things shall fidl out on the contrary ; and a time 
should oome,t wherein no true prophet shall be left 
in your whole multitude, nor a priest who shall de- 
liver you a true answer from the oracle ; but your 
cities shall be overthrown, and your nation scattered 
over the whole earth, and live the life of strangers 
and wanderers. So he advised them, while Siey 
had time, to be good, and not to deprive themselves 
of the favour of God. When the king and the peo- 
ple heard this, they rejoiced ; and all in common, 
and every one in particular, took groat care to be- 
have themselves righteously. The king also sent 
some to take care tliat those in the country should 
observe the laws also. 

3. And this was the state of Asa, king of the two 
tribes. I now return to Baasha, the king of the 

* The mdtt If to i«ni«mbcr, that Cnth to net XUiiopia, but Ambla. 
8m Boduut, b. It. eh. U. 

t Hen to a rm gn»t error Ib oar Hebrew eopy In thto ptaae (9 Chrati . 
vL B^, aa appljing what foUowi m timee past, and not to tlmee ftttare i 
jrnencw that toxt to quite mtaappUed bjr Sir laaao Newton. 



multitude of the Israelites who slew Nadab, thn 
son of Jeroboam, and retained the government He 
dwelt in the city Tirzah, having made that his ha- 
bitation, and reigned twenty-four years. He be- 
came more wick^ and impious than Jeroboam or 
his son. He did a great deal of mischief to the 
multitude, and was injurious to God, who sent the 
prophet Jehu, and told him beforehand, that his 
whole family dionld be destroyed, and that he woidd 
bring the same miseries on his house which had 
brought that of Jeroboam to ruin ; because when 
he had been made king by him, he had not requited 
his kindness, by governing tlie multitude righteously 
and religiously ; which things, in tlie first place, 
tended to their own happiness ; and, in the next 
place, were pleasing to God : that he had imitated 
this very wicked king Jeroboam ; and although 
that man's soul had perished, yet did he express to 
the life his wickedness ; and he said that he should 
therefore justly experience the like caUmity with 
him, since he had been guilty of the like wickedness. 
But Baasha, though he heard beforehand what mi- 
series would befal him and his whole family for their 
insolent behaviour, yet did not he leave off his 
wicked practices for the time to come, nor did he 
care to appear to be other than worse and worse 
till he died ; nor did he then repent of his past ac- 
tions, nor endeavour to obtain pardon of God for 
them, but did as those do who have rewards pro- 
posed to them, when they have once in earnest set 
about their work, they do not leave off their labours ; 
for thus did Baasha, when the prophet foretold to 
him what would come to pass, grow worse, as if 
what were threatened, the perdition of his family 
and the destruction of his house (which are really 
among the greatest of evils), were good things ; 
and, as if he were a combatant for wickedness, he 
every day took more and more pains for it ; and at 
last he took his army, and assaulted a certain con- 
siderable city called Ramah, which was forty fur- 
longs distant from Jerusalem ; and when he had 
taken it, he fortified it, having determined before- 
hand to leave a garrison in it, that they might 
thence make excursions, and do mischi^ to the 
kmgdom of Asa. 

4. Whereupon Asa was afraid of the attempts 
the enemy might make upon him ; and considering 
with himself what mischiefs this army that was left 
in Ramah might do to the country over which he 
reigned, he sent ambassadors to the king of the 
Damasoens, with gold and sUver, desiring his as- 
sistance, and putting him in mind that we have had 
a friendship together from the times of our forefa- 
thers. So he gladly received that sum of money, 
and made a league with him, and broke the friend- 
ship he had wi£ Baasha, and sent the commanders 
of his own forces unto tiie cities that were under 
Baasha's dominion, and ordered them to do them 
mischief. So they went and burnt some of them, 
and spoiledothers : Tjon, and Dan, and Abelmain,:^ 
and many others. Now when the king of Israel 
heard tiiis, he left off building and fortifying Ramali, 
and returned presentiy to assbt his own people 

t Thto Abelmain, or. In Joeephut^ eopy, Abeltone, that hekMBfed to 
the bad of Icrairi, and botdered on the ooontry of Domaacae, to euppo a ed, 
both by HadBon and Spaaheim, to be the aaaie with Abel, or Ablla, 
whence came Abilene. Thto nay be that dtj ao denominated from A bel 
the righteous, then barled ; eonoemlng the eheddtng of whoae blood 
within the oomiMua of the land of Itrarl, I onderetand o«r Savkmr^ 
worde, about the Iktal war and overthrow of Judrn liyTltui and hto 
Boinan amy, " That upon you may come all the rbehtcoua blood ihed 
upon the land, flrnn the blood of rlghl«Mis Abel to the blood of Zaeha* 
rlae, eon at Bamchtoe, whom ye elew betwee n the tempte and the a)ta% 
Verily, I cay unto you, all tbeae thlnga •liall oobm upon thli gvoer* 
tloo." Matt. XJtlU. 85, 88 ■ Luke zL 51. 
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under the diBtreases they were in ; but Aaa made 
me of the materiak that were prepared for building 
thai dtyy for building in the same place two strong 
citiea^ the one of which was called Geba, and tiie 
other Mizpah ; so that alter this, Baasha had no 
leisore to make expeditions aeainst Asa, for he was 
prevented by death, and was buried in the city Tir- 
xah ; and £Uh, his son, took the kingdom, Who, 
when he had reigned two years, died, beine trncher- 
ooaly slain by £mri, the captain of half his army ; 
for when he was at Arza, his steward's house, he 
persoaded some of thehorsemen that were under him 
to aasaiilt Blah, and by that means he slew him 
when he was without his armed men, and his cap- 
tains, for they were all busied in the siege of Gib- 
betfaon, a dty of the Philistines. 

5. When Zimri, the captam of the army, had 
killed Elah, he took the kmgdom himself, and ac- 
eording to Jehu's prophecy, slew all the house of 
Baaaha ; for it came to pass that Baasha's house 
utterly perished, on account of his impiety, in the 
aame manner as we have already described the 
deetmetion of the house of Jeroboam ; but the army 
that was besieging Gibbethon, when they heard 
what had be&llen the kins, and that when Zimri 
had killed him he had gamed the kingdom, they 
made Omri their general king, who £ew off his 
army from Gibbethon, and came to Tirzah, where 
-die royal palace was, and assaulted the city, and 
took it by force. But when Zimri saw that the city 
liad none to defend it, he fled into the inmost part 
ef the palace, and set it on Are, and burnt hixnself 
with ity when he had reigned only seven days. 
Upon which the people of Israel were presently 
divided, and part of them would have Tibni to be 
king, and part Omri ; but when those that were for 
Omri's ruUng had b«hten Tibni, Onuri reigned over 
all the multitude. Now it was in the thirtieth year 
of the reign of Asa that Omri reigned for twelve 
years ; six of these years he reigned in the city of 
Tirxah, and the rest in the city called Semareon, 
but named by the Greeks Samaria ; but he himself 
called it Seniareon, from Semer, who sold him the 
moontaia whereon he built it. Now Omri was no 
way different from those kings that reigned before 
him, bat that he grew worse than they, for thev all 
soo^t bow they might turn the people away from 
God, by their daily wicked practices ; and on that 
aeoount it was that Grod made one of them to be 
slain by another, and that no one person of ^eir 
funiliea should remain. This Onui also died at 
Samaria, and Ahab his son sucoeeded him. 

6. Now by these events we may learn what con- 
cern God hath for the affairs of mankind, and how 
ho loves good men, and hates the wicked, and des- 
troys than root and branch: for many of these 
kii^ of Israel, they and their families, were miser- 
ably destroyed, and taken away one by another, in 
a short time, for their transgression and wicked- 
ness ; Imt Asa, who was king of Jerusalem, and of 
the two tribes, attained, bv God's blessmg, a long 
and a bletved old age, for his piety and righteous- 
ness, and died happily, when he liad reigned forty 
and one years ; and when he was dead, ms son Je- 
hoshaphat socceeded him in the government. He 
was bom of Asa's wife Azubah. And all men al- 
lowed that he followed the works of David his fore- 
fiOher, and this both in courage and piety ; but we 
are not obliged now to speak any more of the af- 
fsirs of this king. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

HOW AHAB, WHEH BB HAD TAKBN JBZ£BBL TO WIFK, 
BBCAMB MORB WICKBD THAR ALL THB KINOS 
THAT HAD BBBN BBFOBB HIM. OF THB ACTIOXF 
OP THB PBOPHBT BLUAH ; AMD WHAT BBPBL 
NABOTH. 

S 1. Now Ahab, the king of Israel, dwelt in Sa- 
maria, and held the government for twenty-two 
years ; and made no alteration in the conduct of 
the kixiKS that were his predecessors, but only in 
such thmgs as were of his own invention for the 
worse, and in his most gross wickedness. He imi- 
tated them in their wicked courses, and in their in- 
iurioua behaviour towards God ; and more especially 
he imitated the trangression of Jeroboam ; for 
he worshipped the heifers that he had made ; and 
he contrived other absurd objectsof worship beside 
those heifers ; he also took to wife the daughter of 
Ethbaal, king of the Tyrians and Sidonians, whose 
name was Jezebel, of whom he learned to worship 
her own gods. This woman was active and bola, 
and fell mto so great a degree of impurity and 
wickedness, that die built a temple to the god of 
the Tyrians, which they called Belus, and planted 
a grove of all sorts of trees ; she also appointed 
priests and false prophets to this god. The king 
also himself had many such about mm ; and so ex- 
ceeded in madness and wickedness all [the kings] 
that went before him. 

2. There was now a prophet of God Almighty, 
of Thesbon, a country in Gilead, that came to Ahab, 
and said to him, that God foretold he would not 
send rain nor dew in those years upon the country 
but when he should appear. And when he had 
confirmed this by an oath, he departed into the 
southern parts, and made his abode by a brook, out 
of which he had water to drink ; for as for his food, 
ravens brought it to him every day ; but when that 
river was dried up for wsnt of ram, he came to 
Zarephath, a city not far from Sidon and T}Te, for 
it lay between diem, and this at the command of 
God, for IGod told him] that he should there find 
a woman, who was a widow, that ^ould give him 
sustenance : so when he was not far off the dty, 
he saw a woman that htboured with her own hands, 
gathering of sticks : so Gk>d informed him that this 
was the woman who was to give him sustenance ; so 
he came and saluted her, and desured her to bring 
him some water to drink ; but as she was gomg so 
to do, he called to her, and would have herto bring 
him a loaf of bread also ; whereupon she affirmed 
upon oath, that she had at home nothmg more than 
one handful of meal and a little oil, and that she 
was going to gather some sticks, that she might 
knead it, and make bread for herself and her son ; 
after which, she said, thev must perish, and be oon- 
sumed by the fiunine, for they had nothing for 
themselves any longer. — Hereupon he said, *• Go 
on with good ooursge, and hope for better things ; 
and first of all make me a little cake, and bring it 
to me, for I foretel to thee that this vessel of meat 
and this cruise of oil shall not fail until God send 
When the prophet had said this, she came 



to him, and made him the before-named cake : ol 
which she had part for herself, and gave the rest to 
her son, and to the prophet also ; nur did any thing 
of this MX until the drought ceased. Now Menan- 
der mentions this drought in his aceonntof theaeti 
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of Ethbaal, king of the Tyriftns ; where he eajrs 
thoB : ''Under Sm, there was a want of rain from 
the month HyperberetsBus till the month Hyper- 
beretnue of the year following ; but when he made 
supplications, there oame great thunders. This 
Ethbaal boilt the eity Botrys, in PhoBnieia, and the 
city Auaay in Libya.^'— By these words he designed 
the want of rain uiat was in the days of Ahab ; for 
at that time it was that Ethbaal also reigned oyer 
the TTriansy as Meoander informs us. 

S. Now this woman, of whom we spake*before, 
that sustained the prophet, when her son was fallen 
into a distemper tUl he gave up the ghost, and ap- 
peared to be dead, oame to the prophet weepinff, 
and beatinff her breasts with her hands, and send- 
ing out sudi expressions as her passions dictated to 
her, and compUuned to him that he had oome to 
her to reproach her for her sins, and that on this 
account it was that her son was dead. But he bid 
her be of good cheer, and deliver her son to him, 
for that he would deliver him again to her alive. 
So when she had delivered her son up to him, he 
canned him into an upper room, where he himself 
lodged, and laid him down on the bed, and cried 
unto God, and said, that God had not done well in 
rewarding the womm who had entertained him and 
■ustainea him, by taking away her son ; and he 
prayed that he would send again the soul of the 
child into Imn, and bring him to life again. Accord- 
ingly God took pity on tiie mother, and was willing 
to gratify the prophet, that he might not seem to 
have come to do her a mischief ; and the child, be- 
yond all expectation, came to life again. So the 
mother returned the prophet thanks, and said she 
was then clearly satisfied that God did converse 
with him. 

4. After a little while Elijah came to king Ahab, 
according to God's will, to inform him tlukt rain 
wasconung.* Now the famine had seized upon 
the whole country, and there was a great want of 
what was necessary for sustenance, msomudi that 
it was notonl;^men that wanted it, but the earth 
itself also, wmeh did not produce enough for the 
horses and the other beasts, of what was useful for 
them to feed on, by reason of the drou^t So the 
king called for Obadiah, who was steward over his 
cattle, and said to Imn, that he would have him go 
to the fountains of water and to the brooks, that if 
any herbs could be found for them, they might 
mow it down, and reserve it for the beasts, ibid 
when he had sent persons over all the habitable 
earth,t to discover the prophet Elijah, and they 
could not find him, he bade Obadiah accompany 
him : so it was resolved they should make a pro- 
mss, and divide the ways between them ; and 
Obadiah took one road, and the king another. Now 
it happened, that the same time when queen Jeze- 
bel slew the prophets, this Obadiah had hidden a 
hundred prophets, and had fed them with nothing 
but bread and water. But when Obadiah was 
aione^ and absent from the king, the prophet Elijah 
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met him ; and Obadiah asked him who he was ; 
and when he had learned it from him, he worship- 
ped him. Elijah then bid him go to the king, and 
tell him that I am here ready to wait on him. But 
Obadiah replied, " What evil have I done to thee, 
that thou sendest me to one who seeketh to IdU 
thee, and hath sought over all the earth for thee t 
Or was he so ignorant as not to know that the king 
had left no place untouched unto which he had not 
sent persons to brine him back, in order, if they 
could take him, to nave him put to death!" For 
he told him he was afraid lest God should appear to 
him again, and he should go away into anoUier 
place ; and that when the king should send him for 
Elijah, and he should miss of him, and not be able 
to find him anywhere upon earth, he should be put 
to death. He desired him therefore to take care of 
his preservation ; and told him how diligently he 
had provided for those of his own profession, and 
had saved a hundred prophets, when Jezebel slew 
the rest of them, and had kept them concealed, and 
that they had been sustained by him. But Elijah 
bade him fear nothing, but go to the king ; and he 
assured him upon oath, thathe woul^ certainly show 
himself to Ahab that very day. 

5. So when Obadiah had informed the ln«g that 
Elijah was there, Ahab met him, and asked him in 
anger, if he were the man that afflicted the people 
of the Hebrews, and was the occasion of the drought 
they Uy under ! But Elijah, witliout any flattery, 
said that he washimself the man ; he and his house, 
which brought such afflictions upon them ; and 
that by introducing strange gods into their oountiy, 
and worshipping them, and by leaving their own, 
who was the only true God, and having no manner 
of regard to him. However, he bade him go his 
way, and gather together all the people to him, to 
mount Gaimel, with his own prophets, and those of 
his wife, telling him how many there were of them, 
as also the prophets of the groves, about four hun- 
dred in number. And as all the men whom Ahab 
sent for, ran away to the forenamed mountain, the 
prophet Elijah stood in the midst of them, and 
said, " How lon^ will vou live thus in uncertainty 
of mind and opinion 1" He also exhorted them, 
that in case tliey esteemed their own country God 
to be the true and only Grod, they would follow him 
and his commandments ; but in case they esteemed 
him to be nothing, but had an opinion of die strange 
gods, and that mev ought to worship them, his 
counsel was, that they should follow them. And 
when the multitude made no answer to what he 
said, Elijah desired, that, for a trial of the power 
of the strange gods and of their own God, he, who 
was his only prophet, while they had four hundred, 
might take a heifer and kill it as a sacrifice, and hty 
it upon pieces of wood, and not Idndle any fire, and 
that they should do the same things, and call upon 
their own gods to set the wood on fire, for if that 
were done, they would thence learn the nature of 
the true God. This proposal pleased the people. 
So Elijah bade the prophets to choose out a heifer 
first, and kill it, and to call on their gods ; but 
when there appeared no effect of the prayer or in- 
vocation, of the prophets upon their samfice, Elijah 
derided them, and bade tiiem call upon their gods 
with a loud voice, for they might either be on a 
journey or asleep ; and when these prophetshaddona 
so from morning till noon, and cut themselves with 
swords and lances^: according to the customaol 
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_ and be was about to ofler hia aaeri* 
^oe, be b&d [tbe propbets] go away ; but bade [tbe 
people] oome near and observe wbatbedid, lest be 
ahoiUd privately bide fire among tbe pieoee of wood. 
80^ upon tbe approaeb of the maltitade, be took 
twelve efames, one of eaeh tribe of tbe pestle 
of tbe HebrewB) and built an altar witb tbem, 
and dog avery deep treneh; and ndien be bad 
bud tbe pieces of wood upon tbe altar, and npon 
tbem bad bud tbe pieces of tbe aacrifiees^ be ordeied 
tbem to fill four barrels, with water of tbe ibantain, 
and to poor it upon die altar, till it ran over it, and 
till the treneh was filled with tbe water poored mto 
it. Wben be had done this, be began to pray to God, 
and to invocate him to make manifest bis power to 
a peo^ thai bad aheady been in an error a k>ng 
tima ; npon wbioh words a fire came on a sudden 
from heaven, in tbe sight of tbe multitude, and fell 
npon the altar, and oonsumed tbe sacrifiee, till tbe 
-very water was set on fire, and tbe pbMse was be- 
eomediy. 

6. New when tbe IsraelStss saw this, they fell 
doiwn upon the nound, and worflhipped one God, 
and ealled him 7^ <fr$ai amd HU widy true God ; 
bat they ealled tbe others mere names, framed by 
tbe evil and wild opinions of men. So they caught 
their pr^eiB,and, at the oomraand of Elijah, slew 
them. £lijab also said to the king, that be should 
p to dinner without any fbrther oonoern, for that 
in a little time be would see God send them rain. 
Aeeordingly, Ahab went bis way ; but Elijah went 
up to the highest top of Mount Garmel, and sat 
down upon the ground, and leaned bis head upon 
bis knees, and bade bis eemnt go up toa certain 
elevated phwe, and kwk towards tbe sea, and when 
he shonld see a ckmd rising anywhere, be should 
grvenotioe of it, for till that time the air had been 
elear. When the servant bad sons up, and had 
said many times that he saw noChmg, at the seventh 
tine of his going up, be said he saw a small bbiek 
thing in tbe sky, not Urger than a man's foot. 
When Elijah beard that, he sent to Ahab, and de- 
aired him to go away to the city before the rain 
came down. So be came to tbe city Jeaeel ; and 
ia a fitlle time tbe abrwasaUobseured, and covered 
with eloods, and a vehement smm of wind came 
upon tbe earth, and with it a great deal of rain ; 
and the prophet was under a divine fiuy, and nn 
ahmg with the king's ebariot unto Jesreel, a oitvof 
Isar* [Isaebar.] 

7. When Jexebel, the wife of Ahab, indentood 
what signs Elijah bad wrought, toad how be bad 
alain her pvophets, Ae was angry, and sent mes- 
■engsrs tohim, and bv them tiueatened to kill him, 
as be bad destroyed her prophets. At this Elijah 
was affrighted, and lied to the city caUed Beenbeba, 
which is sitaate at tbe utmost limits of the countxy 
beloagiagtothetribeof Judab, towards tbe bmd 
ofEdom; and there he left his servant, and went 
away into Ihedesert Heprayedako thatbe mi^^t 
die, for that be was not better tl^ bis fathers, nor 
need be be venr desiMWs to live, when they were 
dead ; and he Isy and slept uader a eertain tree ; 
and when s o mebod y anvakened him, and be was 
risen np^ he found food set by him and water ; so 

I he had eatsn, and reoovered his strength by 




that bis food, he came to that mountain which is 
ealled Sinai, where it is related that Moses reeeived 
bis laws fit)m God ; and finding there a eortafai 
boUaw cave, be entmd into it, and ofintimisd to 
make his abode in it But when a oerlain voice 
eame to him, but from whence he knew not, and 
asked him, why be was oome thither, and bad left 
the city I he said, that becaaae be bad afadn tbe 
pK^bets of the foreign nods, and bad persuaded tbe 
people that he alone whom they bad worabipped 
from the beginning was God, be was sought for by 
the king's wife to be punished for so doug. And 
when he had beard another voice, telling bim that 
he ahould come out tbe next day into the open air, 
and should thereby know what be was to do, be 
came out of the cave the next day aecordinff ly, when 
be both beard an earthquake, and saw the bright 
splendour of a firs ; and after a silenee made, a 
divine voice exhorted lum not to be disturbed with 
the ciroumstanoes he was in, for that none of his 
enemies shoukl have power over him. Tbe voice 
also oommandffd him to return home, and to ordain 
Jehu, the son of Nirasbi, to be king over their own 
multitude ; and Haaei, of DamaMus, to be over 
tbeSyriaiis; and Elidia, of theeity Abel, tobea 
prophet in his stead : and that of the impioos mul- 
titude, some should be slam by Haael, and others 
by Jehu. So Elijah, upon bearing tlila charge, re- 
turned into the land of the Hebrews. And when 
he found Elisba, the son of Sbaphat, ploughing, and 
certain others with him, driving twelve yoke of 
oxen, he came to him, and cast his own garment 
upon bim ; upon which Elisba began to prophesy 
presently, and leaving bis oxen, be followed Elijah. 
And when he desir^ leave to salute bis parents, 
Elijah ^ve him leave so to do : and when be bad 
taken bis leave of them, be followed bim, and be- 
came tlie disciple and tbe servant of Elijah all the 
days of bis life. And thus have I dispatdied the 
affairs in which this prophet was concerned. 

8. Now there was one Naboth, of the city Jru 
[Jeacel], who had a field adjoining to that of tbe 
king : the king would have persuaded bim to sell 
him that his field, which lay so near his own lands, 
at what priee he pleased, that be might join them 
together, and make them one fonn ; andif he would 
not aeoeptof money for it, he gavehiin leave tocbooee 
any of bis other fields an ate stead. But Naboth 
said he would not do so, but wouM keep the pos- 
session of that land of bis own, which be bad by 
ittberitanee from his fother. Upon this tbe king 
was grieved, as if he bad reeeived an injuiy, when 
he cmild not get another man's possession, and be 
would neither wash himself, nor take any food : 
and when Jensbel naked bim w^ it was that trou- 
bled him, and wl^ he would neither wash himself, 
nor eat either dinner or supper, he related to her 
the pervetaenessof Naboth ; and how when be bad 
made use of gentle words to him, and such as were 
beneath the ro^ authority, he had been affronted, 
and had not obtained what be desired. However, 
she persuaded hon not to be east down at this acci- 
dent but to leave off bis grief, snd return to tbe 
usual care of lus body, for that she would take care 
to have Naboth poniabed : and she immediately 
sent letters to the rulers of tbe Israelites [ Jezreel' 
ites] in Abab's name, and oommanded thsm to fast, 
and to assemble a congregation, and to set Naboth 
at the bead of them, because be was of an illustri- 
ous family, and to have three bold men ready to 
bear witness that he bad bb»pbemed God and tho 
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king; and then to stone him, and slay him in that 
nuumer. Aooordingly, when Naboth had been 
thus testified against^ as the queen had written 
to them, that he had bhuphemed against God and 
Ahab the king, she desired him to take possession 
of Naboth's vineyard on free cost. So Ahab was 
gUd at what had been done, and rose ap immedi- 
ately from the bed wherein he Uy, to go to see 
Naboth's vineyard ; bat Grod had great indignation 
at it, and sent Elijah the prophet to the field of 
Naboth, to speak to Ahab, and to say to him, that 
he had slain the true owner of that field unjustly. 
And as soon as he came to him, and the king had 
said that he might do with him what he pleased 
(for he thought it a reproach to him to be thus 
caught in his sin), Elijah said, that in that very 
plam in which the dead bodv of Naboth was eaten 
by doffs, both his own blood and that of his wife's 
should be shed ; and that all his fiunily should pe- 
rish, because he had been so insolently wicked, and 
had slain a citizen unjustly and oontraiy to the 
laws of his country. Hereupon Ahab began to be 
sorry for the things he had done, and to repent of 
them ; and he put on sackcloth, and went baMfoot,* 
and would not touch any food : he also confessed 
his sins, and endeavounsd thus to appease God. 
But God said to the prophet, that while Ahab was 
living he would put off the punishment of his fii- 
mily, because he repented of those insolent crimes 
he had been guilty of, but that still he would fulfil 
his threatening under Ahab's son. Which message 
the prophet ddivered to the king. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

HOW VADAD, VINO OF DAMASCUS AND OP 9TUA, 
MADE TWO SXPEDITIONS AGAINST AHAB, AND WAS 
BEATKN. 

1 1. When the affairs of Ahab were thus, at that 
very time the son of Hadad, [Benhadad], who was 
king of the Syrians and of Damascus, got together 
an army out of all his country, and procured Uiirty- 
two kings beyond Euphrates, to be his auxiliaries : 
so he made an expedition against Ahab ; but be- 
cause Ahab*s arm^ was not like that of Benhadad, 
he did not set it m array to fight him, but having 
shut up every thins that was in the country, in the 
strouflest cities he had, he abode in Samaria him- 
self, for the walls about it were very strong, and it 
appeared to be not easily to be taken in other re- 
Kpeeto also. So the king of Syria took his army 
with him, and came to Samaria, and placed his 
army round about the city, and besieged it. He 
also sent a herald to Ahab, and desired he would 
admit the ambassadors he would send him, by 
whom he would let him know his pleasure. So 
apon the king of l8rael*s permission for him to send, 
those ambassadors came, and by their king's com- 
■umd spake thus : — That Ahab's riches, and his 
«hikiien, and his wives, were Benhadad's, and if 
iie would make an agreement, and give him leave 
to take as much of what he had as he pleased, he 
would withdraw his army, and leave off the siege. 
Upon this Ahab bade the ambassadors to go back, 
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and tell their king that both he himself, and ail 
that he hath, were his possessions. And when 
these ambassadors had told this to Benhadad, he 
sent to him again, and desired, since he confessed 
that all he had was his, that he would admit thoee 
servants of his which he should send the next day ; 
and he conmianded him to deliver to those whom 
he should send, whatsoever, upon their searching 
his palace and the houses of his friends and kindred, 
they should find to be excellent in its kind ; but 
that what did not please them they should leave to 
him. At this second embassage of the king of 
Syria, Ahab was surprised, and gathered together 
the multitude to a oongresation, and told them, 
that for himself he was ready, for their safety and 
peace, to give up his own wives and children to the 
enemy, and to vield to him all his possessions, for 
that was what the Sjrrian king required at his first 
embassage ; but that now he desires to send his 
servants to search all their houaee, and in them to 
leave nothing that is excellent in its kind, seeking 
an occasion of fighting against him, ** as knowing 
that I would not spare what is mine own for your 
sakes, but taking a handle from the disagreeable 
terms he offers concerning you to bring a war upon 
us ; however, I will do w£itt you shall resolve is fit 
to be done." But the multitude advised him to 
hearken to none of his proposals, but to despise 
him, and be in readiness to fight him. Accordingly, 
when he had given the ambassadors this answer to 
be reported, that he still continued in the mind to 
comply with what terms he at first desired, for the 
safety of the citizens ; but as for his second desires^ 
he cannot submit to tiiem, — he dismissed them. 

2. Now when Benhadad heard this, he had in- 
dignation, and sent ambassadors to Ahab the third 
time, and threatened that his army would raise a 
bank higher than those walls, in confidence of 
whose strength he despised him, and that by only 
each man of his army taking a handful of earth ; 
hereby making a show of the great number of his 
army, and aiming to affright him. Ahab answered, 
that he ought not to vaunt himself when he had only 
put on his armour, but when he should have con- 
quered his enemies in the batUe. So the ambassa- 
dors came back, and found the kin? at supper with 
his thirty-two kings, and infonned him of Ahab's 
answer ; who then immediately gave orders for 
proceeding thus : — To make lines round the city, 
and raise a bulwark, and to prosecute the siege all 
manner of ways. Now, as this was doin^, Ahab 
was in a great agony, and all his people witii him ; 
but he took courage, and was freed from his fears, 
upon a certain prophet coming to him, and wying 
to him, that God had promis^ to subdue so many 
ten thousands of his enemies under him ; and when 
he inquired by whose means the victory was to be 
obtained, he said, *' By the sons of the princes ; 
but under thy conduct as their leader, by reason of 
their unskilfolness [in war]." Upon which he 
called for the sons of the princes, and found them 
to be two hundred and thirty-two persons. So 
when he was informed that the king of Syria had 
betidcen himself to feastiuff and repose, he opened 
the gates, and sent out the princes* sons. Now 
when the sentinels told Benhadad of it, he sent 
some to meet them, and commanded them, that if 
these men were come out for fighting, they should 
bind tiiem, and bring them to him ; and that if 
they came out peaceably they should do the same. 
Now Ahab had another army ready within the 
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walis, but the 9on8 of the prinoee fell upon the out- 
guard, and slew many of them, and pursued tlie 
rest of them to the camp ; and when the king of 
Israel saw that these had the upper hand, he sent 
out all the rest of his anny, which, falling suddenly 
upon the Syrians, beat them, for they did not think 
they would have oome out ; on which account it 
waa that they sasaulted them when they were 
naked* and dmnk, insomuch that they left all their 
armour behind them when they fled out of the 
camp, and the king himself escaped with difficulty, 
by flying away on horseback. But Ahab went a 
great way in pursuit of the Syrians ; and when he 
had spoiled their camp, which contained a great 
deal of wealth, and moreover a large quantity of 

Sold and silver, he took Benhadad's chariots and 
orses, and returned to the city : but as the pro- 
phet told him he ought to have his army ready, 
because the Syrian kmg would make another expe- 
dition against him the next year, Ahab was busy 
in making provision for it accordingly. 

3. Now Benhadad when he had saved himself, 
and as much of his anny as he could, ouUof the 
battle, he consulted with his friends how he might 
make another expedition aeainst the Israelites. 
Now those friends advised him not to fight with 
them on the bills, because their God was potent in 
each places, and thence it had come to pass that 
thoy had veiy lately been beaten ; but they said, 
that if they joined battle with them in the plain 
they should beat them. They also gave him this 
iarther advice, to send home Uiose kmgs whom he 
had brought as his auxiliaries, but to retain their 
army, and to set captains over it instead of kings, 
and to raise an army out of their country, and let 
them be in the pUce of the former who perished in 
the battle, together with horses and chariots. So 
he judged their counsel to be good, and acted oe- 
cording to it in the management of the army. 

4. At the beginning of the spring, Benbadad took 
faia army with him, and led it against the Hebrews ; 
and when he was come to a certain city which was 
called Aphek, he pitched lus camp in the Great 
Plain. Ahab also went to meet him with his army, 
and pitched his camp over against him, although 
his army was a very small one, if it were compaied 
with the enemy's ; but the prophet came again to 
him, and told him, that God would give him the 
victory, that he might demonstrate his own power 
to be not only on the mountains, but on the pUins 
also ; which it seems was quite contrary to the 
opinion of the Syrians. So thev lay quiet in tlieir 
camp seven days ; but on the last of those days, 
when the enemies came out of their camp, and put 
themselves in array in order to light, Ahab ^so 
brought out his own army ; and when the battle 
was joined, and they fought valiantly, he put the 

• X r. BalMd nolM ho* vwy trvly, ttiat Um mnd mJM doM not 
alwajs tImitUf mffrrfy adM ; but MUDctlmM without bmb'b luoal ar> 
m«mr, wttkout thalr anwl robai or apiwr gannrat* } u whoa Vltcll 
Mdo Um bnbttodvHHi plovgh nalwd, and ww naked ; when JoMphua 
n}« (Antlq. h. W. eh. 111. M«t. S). that God had (Iven tho Jows tho 
at^mus o( mrmcm wh«n thoy won naked ; and whoo ho hore aaya, that 
Ahah Ml OB tho Sfrlam when thoj won twth naked and drunk ; wh«n 
lAati^ bw sL oh. V. aoet. 8) ho tajr*. that Vohmlah oommandod thooo 
Jowa that wtro bolldlsc tho wallt of Jonoalcni to take care to have their 
■naovr on upon ooaaelou, thai tho ononiy might not au upon them aaked. 
I nugp add, that tho caM eeona to Lo the Muno in tho ^crintare, when H 
w»e that Saul lay down naked among tho nrophete (1 Sam. xlx. M) ; 
*lion it eays that lenih walkcil naked and baralbot (lea. zx. fl. 8) ; and 
whan H aleo mn that Potcr, heftiro bo drt hie flehoi^ ooot to him. was 
nak«l, John xxU 7. What to mid of David abo givea Ught to thU, who 
«aa KjuwiMhed Iqr If lahal far ** danolng hofbm tho ark, and uncovering 
hhnmiria tho ma of bto bandmaldi, aa oso of the vain fellowi ehamc. 
"^Oy MMV^ertth hlmaalT" (88am. vi. M, ») ; yet it there oxpreokly mid 
|*er. U)» Oat •< Sarid <wae gitdod with a llnoa cphod," <. «. Eo had laid 
toltehlsnto«« elate, ami p«t OB taameenleial, LoritleBl. or mend 



enemy to flight, and pursed them, and pressed upon 
them, and slew them ; nay, they were destroyed by 
their own chariots, and by one another ; nor could 
any more than a few of iLem escape to their own 
city Aphek, who were also killed by the walls fiilling 
upon them, being in number twenty-seven thou- 
sand.f Now there were slain in this battle a hun- 
dred thousand more ; but Benhadad, the king of 
the Syrians, fled away, with certain otliers of his 
most faithful servants, and hid himself in a cellar 
under ground ; and when these told him that the 
kings of Israel were humane and merciful men, and 
that they might make use of the usual manner of 
supplication, and obtain deliverance from Ahab, in 
case he would give them leave to go to him : he save 
them leave accordingly. So they came to Ahab, 
clothed in sackcloth, with ropes about their heads 
(for this was the ancient manner of supplication 
among the Syrians)^: and said that Benhadad de- 
sired he would save him ; and that he would ever 
be a servant to him for that favour. Ahab replied 
he was glad that he was alive, and not hurt in the 
battle ; and he further promised him the same 
honour and kindness that a man would show to his 
brother. So they received assurances upon oatli 
from him, that when he came to him he should 
receive no harm from him, and then went and 
brought him out of the cellar wherein he was hid, 
and brought him to Ahab as he sat in his chariot. 
So Benhiuiad worshipped him ; and Ahab gave him 
his hand, and made him come up to him into his 
chariot, and kissed him, and bid him be of good 
cheer, and not to expect that any mischief should 
be done to him. So Benhadad returned him thanks, 
and professed that he would remember his kindness 
to him all the days of his life ; and promised he 
would restore those cities of the Israelites which the 
former kings had taken from them, and grant that 
he should have leave to oome to IHunascus, as his 
forefathers had to come to Samaria. So they con- 
firmed their covenant by oaths ; and Ahab made 
him many presents, and sent him back to lus own 
kingdom. And this was the conclusion of the war 
tliat Benhadad made against Ahab and the Israelites. 
5. But a certain prophet, whose name was Mi- 
caiah,§ came to one of the Israelites, and bade him 
smite him on the head, for by so doing he would 
please Grod ; but when he would not do so, he fore- 
told to him, that since he disobeyed the commands 
of God, he should meet with alien and be destroyed 
by him. When this sad accident had befiidlen the 
man, the prophet came agun to another, and gave 
him the same injunction ; so he smote him, and 
wounded his skull : upon which he bound up his 
head, and came to the king, and told him that he 
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had been ii soldier of hii, and had the custody of 
one of the prisoners conunitted to him bj an offieeri 
«nd that the prisoner beine nm away, he was in 
danger of losing his own Hie by the means of that 
officer, who had threatened him, that if the prisoner 
escaped he wonld kill him ; and when Ahab had 
said that he would justly die, he took off the binding 
that was about his head, and was known by the king 
to be Micaiah the prophet, who made use of this 
artifice as a prelude to the following words ; for he 
said that GKra would punish him who had suffered 
Benhadad, a blasphemer against him, to escape 
punishment ; and that he would so bring it about, 
that he should die by the other's means,* and his 
people by the other's army. Upon which Ahab was 
very angry at the prophet, and gave commandment 
that he should be put in prison, and there kept ; but 
for himself, he was in oonliision at the words of 
Micaiah, and returned to his own house. 



CHAPTER XV. 

CONCZRNING JBHOSHAPIIAT, THE KINO OF JERUSA- 
LEM ; AND BOW AHAB MADE AN EXPEDITION 
AGAINST THE SYRIANS, AND WAS ASSISTED THEREIN 
BT JEH08HAPHAT, BUT WAS HIMSELF OVERCOME 
IN BATTLEy AND PERISHED THEREIN. 

§ 1. And these were the circumstances in which 
Ahab was. But I now return to Jehoshaphat, the 
king of Jerusalem, who, when he had augmented 
his Icingdopo, and had set garrisons in the cities of 
the countries belonging to his subjects, and had put 
such garrisons no less mto these cities which were 
taken out of the tribe of Ephraim, by his grandfa- 
ther Abijah, when Jeroboun reigned over the ten 
tribes [than he did into the other]. But then he 
had God favourable and assisting to him, as being 
both righteous and religious, and seeking to do 
somewlubt every. day that should be agreeAle and 
acceptable to God. The kinss also that were round 
about him honoured him with the presents they 
made him, till the riches he had acquired were im- 
mensely great, and the glory he had gained was of 
a most exalted nature. 

2. Now, in the third year of his reisn, he called 
together the rulers of the country, and the priests, 
and oonunanded them to go round the land, and 
teach all the peonle that were under him, city by 
city, the laws of Jdoees, and to keep them, and to 
be diligent in the worship of God. With this the 
whole multitude was so pleased, thai they were not so 
eageriy set upon or affected with any thing so much 
18 the obaervation of the laws. The neighbouring 
nations also continued to love Jehoshaphat, and to 
be at peace with him. The Philistines paid their 
appointed tribate, and the Arabians supplied him 
every year with three hundred and sixty lambs, and 
as mukf kids of the goata. He also fortified the 
great cities, which were many in number, and of 
great ooosequence. He prepared also a mighty 
army of soldiers and weapons against their enemies. 
Mow the army of men that wore their armour, was 
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three hundred thousand of the tribe of Judah, of 
whom Adnah was the chief ; but John was chief of 
two hundred thousand. The same man was chief 
of the tribe of Benjamin, and had two hundred 
thousand archers under hhn. There was another 
chief, whose name was Jdiozahad, who had a hun- 
dred and fourscore thousand armed men. This 
multitude was distributed to be ready for the king's 
service, besides those whom he sent to the best for- 
tified cities. 

3. Jehoshaphat took for his son Jehonun to wif<e^ 
the daughter of Ahab, the king of the ten tribee, 
whoee name was AthaJiah. And when, alter some 
time, he went to Samaria, Ahab received him cour- 
teously, and treated the army that followed him in 
a splendid manner, with great plenty of com and 
wine, and of dain beasts ; and desired that he 
would join with him in his war against the king of 
Syria, tlmt he miffht recover from him the city 
Ramoth, in Gilead ; for thoneh it had belonged to 
his father, yet had the king of Syria's ikther taken 
it away from him ; and upon Jehoehaphat's promise 
to afford him his assistance (for indeed his anny ^ 
was not inferior to the other), and his sending for 
his army from Jerusalem to Samaria, the two kings 
went out of the city, and each of them sat on his 
own throne, and neh save their orders to thenr 
several armies. Now Jehoshaphat bade them call 
some of the prophets, if there were any there, and 
inquire of them oonoeming this expedition against 
the king of Syria, whether they would give them 
eounsel to make that expedition at this time, for 
there was peace at that time between Ahab and the 
king of Syria, which had bated three years, firom 
the time he had taken him captive till that day. 

i. So Ahab called his own prophets, being in 
number about four hundred, and bade them inquire 
of God whether he would grant him the victory, if 
he made an expedition against Benhadad, and en- 
able him to overthrow that city, for whose sake it 
was that he was going to war. Now these prophets 
gave their counsel for makinff this expedition ; and 
said, that he would beat the king of Syria, and, as 
formeriy, would reduce him under his power. But 
Jehoshaphat, understanding by their words that 
they were fijiae prophets, asked Ahab whether there 
were not some other prophet, and he belonging to the 
true God, that we may nave surer information oon- 
ceming futurities. Hereupon Ahab said, there was 
indeed such a one, but that he hated him, as having 
prophesied evil to him, and havine foretold that he 
should be overcome and slain by 2ie king of Spia, 
and that for thia cause he had him now in prison, 
and that his name was Micaiah, the son of Imlah. 
But upon Jehoshaphat's desire that he might be 
produced, Ahab sent a eunuch, who brought Mi- 
caiah to him. Now the eunuch had iniformed 
him by the way, that all the other prophets liad 
foretold that the king should gain the victory ; but 
he said, that it was not Uwful for him to lie against 
God ; but that he must speak what he should say 
to him about the king, whatsoever it were. When 
he came to Ahab, and he had adjured him upon 
oath to speak the truth to him, he said that God 
had shown to him tlie Israelites running away, aiid 
pursued by the Syrians, and dispersed upon the 
mountains by them, as flocks of sheep are dispersed 
when their iSiephexd is slain. He said farther, that 
God signified to him that those Israelites should 
return in peace to their own home, and that he only 
should fail ill the battle. When Micaiah had thu 
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■pokeiiy Ahab said to Jehoshaphat,— <' I told thee a 
litUe while ago the disposition of the man with re- 
gard to me, and that he uses to prophesy evil to 
me." Upon which Micaiah replied, that he ought 
to hear all^ whatsoever it be, that God foretels ; and 
that in particolar, they were false prophets that en- 
oonraged him to make this war in hope of victory, 
whereas he most fight and be killed. Whereupon 
the kmg was in suspense with himself : but Zede- 
kiah, one of those false prophets, came near, and 
exhorted him not to hearken to Micaiah, for he did 
not at all speak truth ; as a demonstration of which 
he instanced in what Elijah had said, who was a 
better prophet in foretelhng futurities than Mi- 
caiah ;* for he foretold that Sie dogs should lick his 
blood in the city of Jezreel, in the field of Naboth, 
as they licked the blood of Naboth, who by his 
means was there stoned to death bv the multitude ; 
that therefore it was plain that thus Miciuah was a 
liar, as contradicting a greater prophet than him- 
self, and saying that he should be shun at three 
days' journey (ustance : ''and [said he] you shall 
soon Imow whether he be a true prophet, and hath 
the power of the Divine Spirit ; for I will smite 
him, and let him then hurt my hand, as Jadon 
caused the hand of Jeroboam the king to wither 
when he would have caught him ; for I suppose 
thou hast certainly heard of that accident'' So 
when, upon his smiting Micaiah, no harm happened 
to him, Ahab took couraee, and readily led his army 
against the king of Syria ; for, as I suppose, fate 
was too hard for him, and made him believe that 
the false prophets s^mke truer than the true one, 
that it nusAii take an occasion of bringing him to 
his end. However, Zedekiah made horns of iron, 
andaaid to Ahab, that Grod made those horns signals, 
that by them he riiould overthrow all Syria. But 
Micaiah replied, that Zedekiah, in a few days 
should go fin>m one secret chamber to another, to 
hide himself, that he might escape the punishment 
of his lying. Then did the king give orders that 
they should take Micaiah away, and guard him to 
Amon, the governor of the city, and to give him 
nothing but bread and water. 

5. 'Hien did Ahab and Jehoshaphat the king of 
Jemsalem, take their forces, and marched to Ka- 
moth, a «iiy of Gilead ; and when the king of Syria 
heard of this expedition, he brought out his army 
to oppose them, and pitched his camp not far from 
Ramoth. Now Ahab and Jehoshaphat had agreed 
that Ahab should lay aside his royal robes, but that 
the kine of Jemsalem should put on his [Ahab's] 
pro^ habit, and stand before the army, in order 
to disprove, by this artifice, what Micaiah had fore- 
«Dld.t But Ahab's fate found him out without his 
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robes; for Benhadad the king of Assyria had 
charged his army, by means of their commanders 
to kill nobody else but only the king of Israel. So 
when the Syrians, upon their joining battle with 
the Israelites, saw Jehoshaphat stand before the 
army, and conjectured that he was Ahab, they fell 
violently upon him, and encompassed him rdund ; but 
when they were near, and knew that it was not he, 
they all returned back ; and while the fight lasted 
from the morning light till late m the evening, and 
the Syrians were conquerors, they killed nobody, 
as their king had commanded them ; and when 
they sought to kill Ahab alone, but could not find 
him, there was a young nobleman belonging to king 
Benhadad, whose name was Naaman ; he drew his 
bow against the enemy, and wounded the king 
tlirough his breastplate, in his lungs. Upon this 
Ahab resolved not to make his mischance known to 
hU army, lest they should run away ; but he bid 
the driver of his chariot to turn it baick, and carry 
him out of the battle, because he was sorely and 
mortally wounded. However, he sat in his diariot 
and endured the pain till sun-set, and then he 
fainted away and died. 

6. And now the- Syrian army, upon the coming 
on of the night, retired to their camp ; and when 
the herald belonging to the camp gave notice that 
Ahab was dead, wey returned home ; and the^ took 
the dead bodv of Ahab to Samaria, and buried it 
there ; but when they had washed his cnariot in 
the fountain of Jezreel, which was bloody with the 
dead body of the king, they acknowledged that the 
prophecy of Elijah was true, for the dogs licked hia 
blood, and the harlots continued afterwards to wash 
tiiemselves in that fountain ; but still he died at 
Ramoth, as Micaiah had foretold. And as what 
things were foretold should happen to Ahab by ^ 
two prophets came to pass^ we ought thence to have 
high notions of God, and everywhere to honour and 
worship him, and never to suppose that what is 
pleasant and agreeable is worthv of belief before 
what is true ; and to esteem nothing more advan- 
tageous than the gift of prophecy^, and that fore- 
knowledge of future events which is derived froih, 
it, since Grod shows men thereby what we ought to 
avoid. We may also guess, ficom wl^t happened to 
this king, and have reason to conmder the power of 
fate, that there is no way of avoiding it, even when 
we know it. It creeps upon human souls, and flat- 
ters them with pleasing Hopes, tiU it leads them 
about to the place where it will be too hard for 
them. Accordingly Ahab appears to have been 
decdved thereby, till he disbelieved those that fore- 
told his defeat ; but by giving credit to such as fore- 
told what was gratefid to him, was slain ; and his 
son Ahaziah succeeded him. 



Ahol^relwi^ tn ocdw to amMor (o b« Ahah, whilo Abah waa without 
Mf Mbao M aU, Md a«vad ihtnhv to OMi.?* hla own «Ttt fhio, and dla- 
n^ MtaUoh** pn|die«r antaut htm, la axoMdlng orofaabk. It sWaa 
piMMrt aiaoto t&wliSahbtMy. andihowa^ tfiat aHhoagh Ahab 
KipadlohedMvhal wmOA bo niatahan fer him, and nia ttaa oalr liak 



«WM iM Mitaafar dlMBpolntad, wblo iMU 
loahaphat, and tha daaihtar of tha bad 
tho gnat dtattootloa that niTlno ProTldaiMo 



oTbal^ahdafaitiMhattb, j 
tha aaoapo of the food man J 
man Ahab, demooatimtMl tha f 
mada botwlxt thoma 

± Wo havo ban a ray wiaa laflaotloB of Joaq>htia aboat DItIiio Provl. 
danoa. and wha»todaflf«d from Itp OToplkMw, and iholMvHablacHtokiiy 
ofltaaeaompUahraaBti aud Uiat whan wlohad man think IhM tako pn». 

Cmethoda to alodo what U danounoad against tham, and to awsapai 
dIviM indgmcnto thanby thi a a t a n ad tbam, wltha«t lapaai — »» 
thay ara arwr Iw PioTldanoa Inlhtaalad to Mag about their own daalnia^ 
tioa, and thataby withal todamooetiata the parlkat faM«llyartbik«k» 
whaaa fndlotloM ihv Ih v«^ MidMvoar ta aladok 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



?(iO 



ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 



Booxrx. 



BOOK IX. 

OOMTAININO THB INTBRTAL OF OlfB HUMDBBD AND FIFTT-8BTEN TBARS. 

PROM THE DEATH OP AHAB TO THE CAPTIVITY OP THE TEN TRIBES. 



CHAPTER I. 

OOMCBBNINO JBHOSOPHAT AGAIN ; HOW HE CONSTI- 
TUTBD JUDGES, AND, BT GOD*S ASSISTANCE, OVER- 
CAME HIS ENEMIES. 

§ 1. When Jehosophat the king was come to Je- 
rusalem, from the assistanoe he had afforded Ahab, 
the king of Israel, when he fought with Benbadad, 
king of Syria, the prophet Jehu met him, and ac- 
cused him for aiy«i»ting Ahab, a man both impious 
and wicked ; and ndd to him, that God was dis- 
pleased with him for so doing, but that he deliver- 
ed him from the enemy, notwithstanding he had 
sinned, because of his own proper disposition, which 
was ffood. Whereupon the king betook himself to 
thanEsgivings and sacrifices to God ; after which 
he presently went over all that country which he 
ruled round about, and taught the people, as well 
the Uws which God gave them by Moses, as that 
religious worship was due to him. ^ He also consti- 
tuted judses in every one of the cities of his king- 
dom ; and chai^d them to have regard to nothing 
ao much in judging the multitude as to do justice, 
and not to be moved by bribes, nor by the dignity 
of men eminent for either their riches or their high 
burth, but to distribute justice equally to all, as 
knowing that God is conscious of every secret ac- 
tion of theirs. When he had himself instructed 
them thus» and gone over every dty of the two 
tribes, he returned to Jerusalem. He there also 
constituted judges out of the priests and Levites, 
and principid persons of the multitude, and admo- 
nished them to pass all their sentences with care 
and justice.* And that if any of the people of his 
country had difierences of great consequence, they 
should send them out of ue other cities to these 
judges, who would be obliged to give righteous sen- 
tences concerning such causes ; and this with the 
greater care, becMise it is proper that the sentences 
which are given in that city wherein the temple of 
God is, and wherein the king dwells, be given with 
great care and the utmost justice. Now he set over 
Siem Amariah the priest, and Zebediah, [both] of 
the tribe of Judah : and after this manner it was 
that the king ordered these aflbirs. 

2. About ue same time the Moabites and Ammon- 
ites made an expedition against Jehoshaphat, and 
took with them a great body of Arabians, and pitched 
their camp at Engedi, a city that is situate at the 
lake Asphaltitis, and distant three hundred furlongs 
from Jerusalem. In that place grows the best kind 
of pahn-trees, and the opobalsamnm.f Now Je- 
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hosphat heard that the enemies had passed over the 
lake, and had made an irruption into that country 
which belonged to his kingdom ; at which news he 
was ai&ight^, and called the people of Jerusalem 
to a congregation in the temple, and standmg over- 
against me temple itself, he called upon God to af- 
ford him power and strength, so as to inflict punish- 
ment on those that made this expedition against 
them rfor that those who built this his temple had / 
prayed that he would protect that city, and take 
vengeance on those that were so bold as to come 
against it) ; for they are come to take ficom us that 
land which thou hast given us for a possession. 
When he had prayed thus, he fell into tears ; and 
the whole multitude, together with their wives and 
children, made their supplications also : upon which 
a certain prophet, Jahaziel b^ name, came into the 
midst of the assembly, and cned out, and spake both 
to the multitade and to the king, that God heard 
their prayers, and pronused to fight against their 
enemies. He also gave order that the king should 
draw his forces out the next day, for that he should 
find tiiem between Jerusalem and the ascent of 
Engedi, at a pkoe called The Eminence, and that 
he should not fight against them, but only stand still 
and see how Gr^ would fight against them. When 
the prophet had said this, both the king and the 
multitude fell on their faces, and gave thanks to 
God, and worshipped him : and the Levites oonti- 
nued singing hynms to God with their instruments 
of music 

S. As soon as it was day, and the king was come 
into that wilderness which is under the city of Te- 
koa, he said to the multitude, ** that they ought to 
give credit to what the prophet had said, and not to 
set themselves in array for fighting ; but to set the 
priesto with their trumpeto, and the Levites with 
the singers of hymns, to give thanks to God, as 
having already delivered our country from our ene- 
mies." This opinion of the king pleased [the peo- 
ple], and they did what he advised them to do. So 
God caused a terror and a commotion to arise 
among the Ammonites, who thought one another to 
be enemies, and slew one another, insomuch that 
not one man out of so great an army escaped ; and 
when Jehoshaphat looked upon that valley wherein 
their enemies had been encamped, and saw it full 
of dead men, he rejoiced at so surprising an event 
I as was this assistance of Grod, whUe he himself by 
his own power, and without their labour, had given 
them the victory. He also cave his army leave to 
take the prey of the enemy^s camp, and to spoil 
their dead bodies ; and indeed so they did for three 
days together, till they were weary, so great was 
tiie number of the slain ; and on the fourth day, 
all the people were gathered together, unto a certain 
hollow phioe or valley, and bleued God for his power 
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lod Mgiatance ; fipom which place had this name 
prtn it, the VaUey of [BeraehaKy or] Blessing. 

4. And when the kmg had brought his army back 
to Jerusalem, he betook himself to celebrate festi- 
Tals, and offer sacrifices, and this for many days ; 
and indeed, after this destruction of their enemies, 
and when it came &e ears of the foreign nations, 
they were all greatly affrighted, as supposing that 
God would openly fight for him hereafter. So Je- 
hosfaaphat from that time liyed in great glory and 
splendour, on account of his righteousness and his 
pietf towards God. He was also in friendship with 
Ahab's son, who was king of Israel ; and he joined 
with him in the building of ships that were to sail 
to Pontus and the traffic cities of Thrace ;* but he 
failed of his gains, for the ships were destroyed by 
being so great [and unwieldy] on which account he 
was no longer concerned about shipping. — And this 
is the history of Jehoshaphat, the king of Jerusalem. 



CHAPTER II. 

OONCBRKINO AHAZIAR, THB KING OF I8IUEL ; AND 
▲GAIN OONCBBNINO THE PSOPHET ELIJAH. 

§ 1. And now Ahaziah, the son of Ahab, reigned 
over Israel, and made lus abode in Samaria. He 
was a wicked man, and in all respects like to both 
his parents, and to Jeroboam, who first of all trans- 
gressed, and began to deceive the people. In the 
second year of his reign, the king of Moab fell off 
from his obedience, and left off paying those tributes 
which he before paid to his father Ahab. Now it 
happened that Anaziah, as he was coming down 
from the top of his house, fell down from it, and in 
his sidmess sent to the Fly, which was the god of 
Ekron, for that was this god's name, to inquire about 
his xeoorery :t but the God of tiie Hebrews ap- 
peared to Elijah the prophet, and commanded him 
to go and meet the messengers that were sent, and 
to ask them, whether the people of Israel had not 
a god of their own, that the king sent to a foreign 
gc^ to mquire about his recovery t and to bid them 
return and tell the king that he would not escape 
this disease. And when Elijah had performed 
what God had commanded him, and the messen- 
gers had heard what he said, they returned to the 
king immediately ; and when the king wondered 
how they oould retom so soon, and asked them the 
reason of it, they said, that a certain man met them, 
and forbade them to go on any farther ; but to re- 
tarn and tell thee, fh>m the command of the God of 
' Israel, that this disease will have a bad end. And 
' when the king bade them describe the man that said 
this to them, they replied that he was a hairy man, 
• and was girt about with a girdle of leather. So the 
king nnderstood by this tlut the man who was des- 
criM by the messengers was Elijah ; whereupon he 
■ent a captain to him, with fifty soldiers, and com- 



' W1iata»h«« Poatw and TIimm, m Um ptaeai whither JA<Mh*> 
phairvflMCiAilsd, wvlaowoUMroopfaHOphlr aiMlTwshlah, aad Uw 
pteo* whtam U naiad, to Id than Biloogabw, which teyontha Red B«k, 
whaoMtt wM tmpowlhto fur uy ihlps to Mil to Fontui or ThnM»i 
■»UuU Josephos^ copy dUhred from 0ttr other eoptes, Mtsninhor pUa 
from hla' own words, which mdor what w« r«d, thkt ' iho ihips wart 
brokMi at ZilongolMr, from thdr luwioldy areatacM.' But oo flir wa 
VMy ooodnd*, thai Jootphoa thought ona Ouhir to ba •omowhcn In tha 
MaditaranaaB, and Ba« hi tha Soath 8oa» thoayh Mrhnpa thora might 
U aM>th« Ophlr In th«t South Saa aho, and that Bh-U mlaht than mO 
holh from Phonlcia aad from UioBwl Baa, to Ihteh tha gold oTOphir. 

fThiaeotfqf fHwaaanatohavebaan m oalled. a* was tha likased 
MsauK tha Qftifca. ftwn his aappoaad powarovar fUai) In driving ihim 
awarttom tha Sa* of thairaaariAos^ which otharwiss woBld hava ba» 
« aqr iroatlHOBM to tharn 



manded them to bring Elijah to him ; and when the 
captain that was sent found Elijah sitting upon the 
top of a hill, he commanded him to come down, and 
to come to the king, for so had he enjoined ; but 
that in case he refused, he would carry him by 
force. Elijah said to him, '' That you may have a 
trial whether I be a true prophet, I will pray that 
fire may fall from heaven, and destroy both the 
soldiers and yourself.":!: So he prayed, and a whirl- 
wind of fire fell [from heaven], and destroyed the 
captain and those that were with him. And when 
the king was informed of the destruction of these 
men, he was very angry, and sent another captain 
with the like number of armed men that were sent 
before. And when this captain also threatened the 

grophet, that unless he came down of his own accord 
e would take him and carry him away ; upon his 
prayer against him, the fire [from heaven J slew this 
captain as well as the other. And when upon in- 
quirer, the king was informed of what had happened 
to him, he sent out a third captain. But when this 
captain, who was a wise man, and of a mild dispo- 
sition, came to the place where Elijah happened to 
be, and spake civilly to him, and said, that ne knew 
that it was without his own consent, and only in 
submission to the king's command tluit he came to 
him ; and that those mat came before did not come 
willingly, but on the same account, — he thcrofore 
desired him to have pity on those armed men that 
were with him ; and that he would come down and 
follow him to the king. So Elijah accepted of his 
discreet words and courteous behaviour, and came 
down and followed him. And when he came to tlie 
king he prophesied to him, and told him, that God 
said, — " Since thou hast despised him as not being 
Grod, and so unable to foretel the truth about thy 
distemper, but hast sent to the God of Ekrou to in- 
quire of him what will be the end of this thy dis- 
temper, know this, that thou shalt die." 

2. Accordingly the king in a very little time died, 
as Elijah had foretold ; but Jehoram his brother 
succeeded him in the kingdom, for he died without 
children : but for this Jehoram, he was like his fa- 
ther Ahab in wickedness, and reigned twelve years, 
indulging himself in all sorts of wickedness and im- 
piety towards God, for, leaving off his worship, he 
worshipped foreign gods ; but m other respecto he 
was an active man. Now at this time it was tliat 
Elijah disappeared from among men, and no one 
knows of his death to this very day ; but he left 
behind him his disciple Elisha, as we have formerly 
declared. And indeed, as to Elijah, and as to 
Enoch, who was before the Deluge, it is written in 
the sacred books that they disappeared ; but so tliat 
nobody knew that they died. 

Jit Is emnmoaly aslaamad a very cruel action of Elijah, when ha 
sd ibr flrs from haavan, aad oonsamsd no fcwtr than two oaptalns 
and a hundred aoldlen, and this for no other erima than obeyliig tha 
orders of their klag, la attempting to setea htra ; and It b owned by oar 
Saviour, that It wait an Instance of greaUr severity than the spirit of tha 
New Testamant allows, Luke Iz. M. But then we must eonsldar, that 
It b not unlikely that these eapiains and lohtlMs beUeved that they wars 
pent to fetch the prophet, that he might be put to death for ftnatelllnc 
tha death of tha king, and thU while they knew him to he tha prophet 
of the true Ood, the dupiame King of Israst (for they were sUll under 
tha thaoeracy)> which was no less than Impiety, rebeUton, and treoMn, 
In the highest degree i nor would tha eomnuuM of a suhaltem or Intaior 
capUln, oontradlotlng tha eonunands of the geneial, whan tha oapiala 
aad the soldiers both knew It to ba so, as I «upposa, Justliy or ezeusa 
a In soldiers at Uiis (T 



the soldiers boti 
annh gross rebellion and dlaobedleaoa 



I day. Aaoord. 



lngly~when Saul eommandfd his guards to slay Ahlmelech aad th*. 
- " - *^^al eommand, and wonhl r 



Ingly, 

prisaw at Kob, they know tt to ba an unlawful eommand, and wonhl not 
ob^r It. 1 Sam. xxU. 17. From which cases, both oOerrs and soldiers 
may l«am that the commands ofthslr leaders or kings cannot Justify or 
aaeose them In doing what Is wldMd In the eight of dad, or in flghUnfi 
in mi unjuet cau^, when they know It so to ba. 
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CHAPTER III. 

aOW JORAM AND JBHOSHAPHAT MADB AN XZPBDl' 
TIOM AOAINST THE MOABITSS ; AB ALSO CONCEBIT- 
IMO THB WOMDBBS OF BUSflA ; AND THB DBATH 
OF JBHOSHAPHAT. 

§ 1. When Joram had taken upon him the king- 
dom, he determined to make an expedition against 
the king of Moab, whose name was Mesha ; lor, as 
we told you before, he was departed from his obe- 
dience to his brother [Ahaziah], while he paid to 
his father Ahab two hundred thousand sheep, with 
their fleeces of wool. When therefore he had ga- 
thered his own army together, he sent also to Jeho- 
shaphat, and entreated him, that since he had from 
the beg^ng been a friend to his father, he would 
assist him in the war that he was entering into agaiuiit 
the Moabites, who had departed from their obedi- 
ence, who not only himself promised to assist him, 
but would also oblige the kmg of Edom, who was 
under his authority, to make the same expedition 
also. When Joram had received these assurances 
of assistance from Jehoshapbat, he took his army 
with him, and came to Jerusalem ; and when he 
had been sumptuously entertained by the king of 
Jerusalem, it was resolved upon by them to take 
their march against their enemies throush the wil- 
derness of Edom : and when they had tucen a oom- 
pass of seven days* journey, they were in distress 
for want of water for the cattle and for the army, 
from the mis ta ke of their roads by the guides that 
eonducted them, insomuch that they were all in an 
•gony, especially Joram ; and cried to God, by 
reason of their sorrow, and [desired to know] what 
wickedness had been committed by them that in*^ 
duoed him to deliver three kings together, without 

rng, unto the king of Moab. But Jehoshapbat, 
was a righteous man, enoouraged him, and 
bade him send to the camp and know whether any 
prophet of God was come along with them, that we 
might by him learn from God what we should do. 
And when one of the servants of Joram said that 
he had seen there Elisha, the son of Shaphat, the 
disciple of Elijah, the three kings went to him at 
tlie entreaty of Jehoshaphat : and when they were 
come at the prophet*s tent, which tent was pitched 
out of the camp, they asked him what would become 
of the arm^ I and Joram was particularly very pres- 
sing with him about iL And when he replied to him, 
that he should not trouble him, but go to his father's 
and his mother's prophets, for they [to be sure] 
were true prophets,— he still desired him to pro- 
phesy, and to save them. So he swore by God that 
he would not answer him, unless it were on account 
of Jehoshaphat, who was a holy and righteous man : 
and when, at his desire, they brought him a man 
that eoold phiy on die psaltery, the divine spirit 
came upon him as the music phi,yed, and he com- 
manded them to dig many txenohee in the valley ; 
lor, said he, ** thoi^ there appear neither cloud, 
nor wind, nor storm of rain, ye shall see this river 
full of water, till the army and the cattle be saved 
for you by drinkmg of it ; nor wiU this be aU the 
favour that you shaU receive from God, but you 
shall also overcome your enemies, and take the best 
And strongest cities of the Moabites, and you »l*i^il 
eut down their fruit-trees,* and lay waste their 
country, and stop up their fountains and rivers." 

. -'.y^-gy**!? y CtttMn, <lowB, or plucUna'ap I7 Um foo«a. Um fhUV I 
Uma, WM fcffkUtfm, of mi Ui ordluuqr wwsj^f Um law of IImm, Dwm I 



3. When the prophet had said this, the next day, 
before the sun-rising, a great torrent ran %tiongly ; 
for God had caused it to rain very plentifully at the 
distance of three days' journey into Edom, so that 
the army and the cattle found water to drink in 
abundance. But when the Moabites heard that the 
three kings were coming upon them, and made their 
approach through the wilderness, the king of Moab 
gathered his arm^ together presentiy, and com- 
manded them to pitch their camp upon t^ moun- 
tains, that when the enemy should attempt to enter 
their country, they might not be concealed from 
them. But when, at the rising of the sun, they saw 
the water in the torrent, for it was not far from the 
Und of Moab, and that it was of the colour of blood, 
for at such a time the water especially looks red, 
by the shining of the sun upon it, they formed a 
false notion of the state of their enemies, as if thej 
had slain one another for thirst ; and that the river 
ran with their blood. However, supposing that this 
was the case, they desired their king would send 
them out to spoil their enemies ; whereupon they 
all went in haste, as to an advantage ahready gained, 
and came to the enemy's camp, as supposing them 
destroyed afready ; but dieir hope deceived them, 
for as their enemies stood round about them, some 
of them were cut to pieces, and others of tiiem were 
dispersed, and fled to their own country ; and when 
the kings fell into tiie land of Moab, they overthrew 
the cities that were in it, and spoiled thev fields, 
and marred them, filling them with stones out of 
tiie brooks, and cut down the best of their trees, 
and stopped up their fountains of water, and over- 
threw their walls to their foundations ; but the king 
of Moab, when he was pursued, endured a siege, 
and seeing his dty in danger of being overthrown 
by a force, made a sally, and went out with seven 
hundred men, in order to break through the ene- 
my's camp with his horsemen, on that side where 
the watch seemed to be kept most negligentiy ; and 
when, upon trial, he could not get away, for he 
Ughted upon a pUce tiiat was carefully watched, he 
returned into the city, and did a thing tiiat showed 
despair, and the utmost distress ; for he took his 
eldest son, who was to reign after him, and lifting 
him up upon the wall, that he might be visible to 
sll the enemies, he offered him as a whole burnt- 
offering to God, whom, when the kings saw, they 
commiserated the distress that was the occasion of 
it, and were so affected, in the way of humanity 
and pity, that they raised the siece, end every one 
leturned to his own house. So Jehoshaphat came 
to Jerusalem, and continued in peace there, and 
outlived this expedition but a littie time, and then 
died, having bved in all nxty years, and of them 
reigned twenty- five. He was buried in a magnifi- 
cent manner in Jerusalem, for he had imitated the 
actions of David. 

MtwUtM «m to to pwUdMd aBdoitoff Id M tttnnSir mwHT 
far tb«ir wIekadBtM. Om Jar. sItHL H. liL U. ■>« mavrdMl Hla dm- 

• Mrtio^lwMnmlMlon fttnOod 
whleh WM «*cr • mfleiaot wan 
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CHAPTER IV. 

JIHORAH 8170CBEI>»JBH08HAPBAT: HOW JOIUH, RT8 
milBSAKE, KIHG OP I8RAKL, POUOnT WITH THK 
STElAirS ; AND WHAT WO.XDKBS WCftE DONB BT 
THE PBOPHBT BU8HA. 

S 1. Jbroahaphat had a good number of ehfldren ; 
bot he appointed his eldest son, Jebonun, to be his 
tocceasor, who had the tame name with his mother's 
brother, that was kine of Israel, and the son of 
Ahab. Now when the long of Israel was oome out 
of the land of Moab to Saniaria, he had with him 
Eliaha the prophet, whose acts 1 have a mind to go 
orer particularly, for they were iUnstrioos, and 
VQrthjr to be related, as we have them set down in 
the sacred books. 

2. For they say that the widow of Obadiah,* 
Ahab's steward, came to him, and said, that he was 
not ignorant how her husband had preserved the 
prophets that were to be slain by Jezebel, the wife 
of Ahab ; for she said that he hid a handled <tf 
them, and had borrowed money for tiieir mainte- 
ittnce, and that, ailer her husband's death, she and 
her children were earned away to be made slaves 
^y the creditors ; and she desired of him to have 
Dierey upon her on aoeonnt of what her husband 
<fid, and afford her some assistance. And when he 
•tked her what she had in the house, she said, 
" Nothing but a very small quantity of oil in a 
ooite." So the prophet bid her go away, and bor- 
row Bgreat many empty vessels of her neighbours, 
ttd when she had shut her cfaamber*door, to pour 
the oil into them all ; for that God would fill them 
fvlL And when the woman had done what she was 
coonQsnded to do, and bade her children bring 
every one of the vessels, and all were filled, and 
not one left empty, she came to the prophet, and 
toM him that tiiey were all full ; npon whidi he 
•dvised her to go away, and sell the oil, and pay 
the eroditors what was owing to them, for that there 
would be some surplus of the price of ihe oil, whieh 
■he might make use of for the maintenance of her 
^dren:— and thus did Elishadischarffe the woman's 
debts, and free her from the vexation of her creditors. 

3. Eliaha also sent a hasty message to Joram,t 

'ThMiUtivanMiirti*flriedloBltolM,andwb«laMrBlbl«iiit]rM 
Jh«»*«roiieoCtlH«MMortlMpn>ph«t«.>SKIiigi It. 1. wMiioo4b«r 
(MBilHwM«worOkwilab,tfaiCMtf MaiMnlof AlMb, b MBfliimd bgr 
tte Chaldw pMiplintol, aod bf tba BiU>bliM and othm. Nor U thai 
•ufcly which JoMpfaoi han adda, ttiat thcM debts ww» eoatnusud bgr 
ftvbiHtaad IbrUMMpportorthoOT'biwdndorUMlMnl't praohala. 



MctfMd hn aoa« tnm Um Iter oT that ^imy whiofa luoiTant dabton 
r«« UOI* to by tkalMT ar MoMa» Lavlt. ut. m i Matt, xviil. fls i whkh 
^,^<Mndiiigiy, «Uh Oodl hdp» at tha aspciiaa oTa miracle. 



hiupteta, that there Is no ■ 




Fwni^oreatertM lato heljr staMsa Md Implsa.'' Bat whM 

^*J^ to iHMt Ilia want of that hktosy hi our ptescBt soatsa 

rn. k Uu^ that we havs hen, as Is aoouBonly uDdantoed. one of tha 
g y*"* ttneBklse in an tha BIMo, that la 9 Xlncs v. Ul. 19. where 
'<*;n^aAarha had been mlnanlonslj onred bj a prophet of the true 




and exhorted him to take care of HhU place, Ibr 
that thetein were some Syriaas lying in ambosh to 
kill him. So the king did as the prophet exhorted 
him, and avoided his going a-hunting ; and when 
Benhadad missed of the success of his lying in am* 
bush, he was wroth with hie own servants, as if 
they had betrayed his amboshment to Joram ; and 
he sent for them, and said they were the betrayers 
of hn secret connsels ; and he threatened that he 
would put them to death, since snch their praetiee 
was evident, becaose he had entrasted this secret 
to none but them, and yet it was made known to 
his enemy : and when one that was present said, 
that he should not mistake himself, nor suspect that 
they had d i sco v ered to his enemy his sending men 
to kill him, but that he ought to know that it was 
Elisha the prophet who discovered all to him, and 
laid open afl his counsels. So he gave order that 
they sbonld send some to learn in what dty Eliaha 
dwelt. Accordingly, those that were sent brought 
word that he was m Dothan ; whersfoie BenhadiMl 
sent to that city a ^reat army, with horses and 
chariotB, to take T" 
dty round about 
confined ; bat when the propbe 
morning perceived this, and that hiseaemies sought 
to take Klisha, he came mnning, and crying oill 
alter a disordmied manner to him, and told hmi of 
it ; but he enoouraged him, and bade him not be 
afraid, and to despise the enemy, and toast in the 
aasutanoe of God, and was himself witboat fear ; 
and he besought God to make raaolfeet to his ser* 
vant his power and presence, so ftur as was possible. 



Slisha ; so thev eneempassed the 
by night, and kept htm thefein 
m the prophet's servant in the 



and horses eneorapassing Elisha, till he Uid aside 
his fear, and his eoonge revived at the sight of 
what he sumMMed was come to their assistance. 
After this Elisha did Ihrther entnat God, that he 
would dim the eyes of their enemies, and east a 
mist before them, whereby they might not dlsoem 
hhn. When this was done, he went into the midst 
of hiB enemies, and asked them who it was that 
they came to seek ; and when they replied, ** The 
prophet Elisha," he promiaed he would deliver him 
to them, if fhev would foUow him to the city where 
he was. So these men were so darkened by God 
hi their sight and hi thehr ndnd, that they followed 
him very diligently ; and when Elisha had brought 
them to Sanuuia, he ordered Joram the king to 
shut the gates, uid to place his own armv round 
about tihem ; and prayed to God to dear toe eves 
of these their enemies, and take the mist from be* 
foro them. Accordingly, when they wen freed 
ficom the obscurity they had been in, they saw 
themselves in the midst of their enemies ; and as 
the Syrians were strangely amaxed and distressed, 
as was but reasonable, at an action so divine and 
surprising ; and as king Joram asked the prophet 
if he woiSd give him leave to shoot at them, Elisha 
forbade him so to do ; and said, that *' it is just to 
kill those that are taken in batUe ; but that these 
men had done the country no harm, but, without 
knowing it, were come thither by the Divine Pow- 
er ;" — so that his oounsd was to treat them in an 
hospitable manner at his table, and then send 
them away witboat hurting them4 Wherefore 

I Upon oevdoB of this stoatHn or BUM, IB Josniiw, we may taka 
notice, that althou^ JoMphas was OM of the greatm loven oftnith In 
the world t rat, Inajiut war, haseemstahaTehadDeinaiuMrorMniplo 
apon hlni. by all sneh itrslainiis pMriMa, to deoslve pubUe eneniac. 
See UiU JdMrphitt't accottot oT JevMilah's uapositkw au the ^wH flM3 
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Joram obeyed the prophet ; and when he had 
feasted the Syrians in a splendid and magnificent 
manner, he let them go to Benhadad their king. 

4. Now when these men were come back, and 
had showed Benhadad how strange an accident had 
befallen them, and what an appearance and power 
they had experienced of the God of Israel, he 
wondered at it, as also at that prophet with whom 
God was so evidently present ; so he determined to 
make no more secret attempts upon the king of 
Israel, out of fear of Elisha, but resolved to make 
open war with them, as supposin|; he could be too 
hard for his enemies by the multitude of his army 
and power. So he made an expedition with a great 
army against Joram, who, not thinking himself a 
match for him, shut himself up in Samaria, and 
depended on the strength of its walls ; but Benha- 
dad supposed he should take the city, if not by his 
engines of war, yet that he should overcome the 
Samaritans by famine, and the want of necessaries, 
and brought his army upon them, and besieged the 
city ; and the plenty of necessaries was brought so 
low with Joram, that from the extremity of want, 
an ass's head was sold in Samaria for fourscore 
pieces of sUver ; and the Hebrews bought a sextary 
of dove's dung, instead of salt, for five pieces of 
silver. Now Joram was in fear lest somebody 
should betray the city to the enemy, by reason of 
the famine, and went eveiy day round the walls 
and the guards, to see whether any such were ooD" 
eealed among them ; and by being thus seen, and 
taking such care, he deprived them of the oppor- 
tunity of contriving any such thing ; and if they 
had a mind to do it, he by this means prevented 
them ; but upon a certain woman's crying out, 
*< Have pity on me, my Lord," while he thought 
that she was about to ask for somewhat to eat, he 
imprecated God's curse upon her, and said, he had 
neither thrashing-floor nor wine-press, whence he 
mi^ht give her any thing at her petition. Upon 
which she said, she did not desire his aid in any 
such thing, nor trouble him about food, but desired 
that he would do her justice as to another woman ; 
and when he bade her say on, and let him know 
vhat she desired, she said, she had made an agree- 
ment with the other woman, who was her neighbour 
•nd her friend, tliat because the famine and the 
want was intolerable, they should kill their children, 
each of them having a son of their own, ^ and we 
will live upon them ourselves for two days — the 
one day upon one son, and the other day upon the 
otlier ; and," said she, ** I have killed my son the 
first day, and we lived upon my son yesterday ; 
but this other woman will not do the same thing, 
but liath broken her agreement, and hath hid her 
son." This story mightily grieved Joram when he 
heard it ; so he rent his ^rment, and cried out 
with a loud voice, and conceived great wrath against 
Elisha the prophet, and set himMlf eagerly to have 
him slain, beouiae he did not pray to God to pro- 
vide them some exit and way of escape out of the 
miseries with which they were surrounded ; and 
sent one away immediately to eut off his head, who 
made haste to kill the prophet ; but Elisha was not 
unacquainted with the ^vrath of the king against 
him ; for as he sat in his house by himself, with 
none but his disciples about him, he told them that 
Joram,* who was the son of a murderer, had sent 
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one to take away his head ; " but," said he, ^ when 
he that is commanded to do this comes, take care 
that you do not let him come in, but press the door 
affainst him, and hold him fast there, for the king 
himself will follow him, and come to me, having 
altered his mind." Accordingly, they did as they 
were bidden, when he that was sent by the king to 
kill Elisha came ; but Joram repented of his wrath 
against the prophet ; and for fear he that was com- 
manded to kill him should have done it before he 
came, he made haste to hinder his slaughter, and 
to save the prophet : and when he came to him, he 
accused him that he did not pray to God for their 
deliverance from the miseries they lay under, but 
saw them so sadly destroyed by them. Hereupon 
Elisha promised, that the very next day, at the 
very same hour in which the king came to him, 
they should have great plenty of food, and fliat two 
se^ of bariey should be sold in the market for a 
shekel, and a seah of fine flour should be sold for a 
shekel. This prediction made Joram, and those 
that were present, verv joyful, for they did not 
scruple believing what the prophet said, on account 
of the experience they had of the truth of his for- 
mer predictions ; and the expectation of plenty 
made the want they were in that day, with the 
uneasiness that accompanied it, appear a light 
thing to them ; but the captain of the third band, 
who was a friend of the king, and on whose hand 
the king leaned, said, ** Thou talkest of incredible 
things, prophet ! for as it is impossible for God 
to pour down torrents of barley, or fine flour, oat 
of Heaven, so is it impossible that what thou sayest 
should come to pass." To which the prophet made 
this reply : — ' Thou shalt see these things come to 
pass, but thou shalt not be in the least a partaker 
of them.' 

5. Now what Elisha had thus foretold came to 
pass in the manner following : — There was a law 
at Samaria,t that those that had the leprosy, and 
whose bodies were not cleansed from it, should 
abide without the city. And there were four men 
that on this account abode before the gates, while 
nobody gave th«n any food, bv reason of ihe ex- 
tremity of the famine ; and as they were prohibited 
from entering into the city by the law, and they 
considered that if they were permitted to enter, 
they would miserably perish by the famine; as 
also, that if they staid where they were, they should 
suffer in the same manner, — ^they resolved to deli- 
ver themselves up to the enemy, that in case they 
should spare them, they should live ; but if they 
should be killed, that would be an easy death. So 
when they had confirmed this their resolution, they 
came by night to the enemy's camp. Now Giod 
had begun to affright and disturb the Syrians, and 
to bring the noise of chariots and armour to their 
ears, as though an army were coming upon them, 
and had made them suspect that it was coming 
nearer and nearer to them. In short, they were 
in such a dread of this army, that they left their 
tents, and ran together to Benhadad, and said, that 
Joram, the king of Israel, had hired for auxiliaries 
both the king of Ep-pt and the king of the Islands^ 
and led them against Uiem ; for they heard the 
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noise of them u thc^r were coming ; and Benhadad 
believed what they said (for there came the same 
noise to his ears as weU as it did to theirs) ; so they 
fell into a mighty disorder and tumul^ and left 
&eir horses and beasts in their camp, with immense 
riches also, and betook themselves to flight And 
those lepers who had departed from Samaria, and 
were gone to the camp of the Syrians, of whom we 
made mention a little before, when they were in 
J the camp, saw nothing bnt great quietness and 
sQence ; acoordinsly they entered into it, and went 
hastily into one of their tents ; and when they saw 
nobody there, they eat and drank, and carried gar- 
ments, and a great quantity of gold, and hid it out 
of the camp ; after which they went into another 
tent, and carried off what was in it, as they did at the 
former, and this did they for several times, without 
the least interruption firom any body ; so they ga- 
thered thereby that the enemies were departed ; 
whereupon they reproached themselves that they 
did not inform Joram and the citicens of it. So 
they came to the walls of Samaria, and called aloud 
to the watchmen, and told them in what state the 
enemies were, as did these tell the king's guards, 
hy whose means Joram came to know of it ; who 
tiien sent for his friends, and the captains of his 
host, and said to them, that he suspected that this 
departure of the king of Syria was by way of am- 
bush and treachery ; '* and that out of d^pair of 
ruining you by fainine, when you imagine them to 
be fled away, you may come out of the city to spoil 
their camp, and he may then fall upon you on a 
sudden, and may both kill you, and take the city 
without fighting ; — whence it is that I exhort you 
to guard 5ie city carefully, and by no means to go 
Qvti of it, or proudly to despise your enemies, as 
though they were really gone away." And when 
a certain person said, that he did very well and 
wisely to admit such a suspicion, but that he still 
advised him to send a couple of horsemen to search 
all tiie oountiy as far as Jordan, that '^ if they were 
seized by an ambush of the enemy, they might be 
a security to your army, that they may not go out 
as if they suspected nothing, nor undergo the like 
misibrtune ; and," said he, '^ those horsemen may 
be numbered among those that have died by the 
{amine, supposing they be caught and destroyed 
by the enemy.'' So the king was pleased with tliis 
opinion, and sent such as might search out the 
truUi, who performed their journey over a road 
that was without any enemies ; but found it full of 
provisions, and of weapons, that they had therefore 
thrown away, and left behind them, in order to 
their being Ught and expeditious in their flight 
When the king heard this, he sent out the multi- 
tude to take the spoils of the camp ; which gains 
of theirs were not of things of smaU value; but 
they took a great quantity of gold, and a great 
quantity of siTver, and flocks of all kinds of cattle. 
They also possessed themselves of [so many] ten 
tiionsand measures of wheat and barley, as they 
neverinthe least dreamed of ; and were not only freed 
from their former miseries, but had such plenty, 
that two seahs of barley were bought for a shekel, 
and a seah of fine flour for a shekel, according to 
the prophecy of EUsha. Now a seah is equal to an 
Ita^m modius and a half. The captain of the 
third band was the only man that received no be- 
nefit by this plenty ; for as he was appointed by 
the Idng to oversee the gate, that he might prevent 
tlw too great crowd of the multitude, aud they 



might not endanger one another to perish, by tread- 
ing on one another in the press, he suffered himsell 
in that very way, and died in that very manner, as 
Elisha had foretold this his death, when he alone 
of them all disbelieved what he said concerning 
that plenty of provisions which they should soon 
have. „ . 

6. Hereupon, when Benhadad, the king of Syria, 
had escaped to Damascus, and understood that it 
was God himself that cast all his army into this fear 
and disorder, and that it did not arise from the in- 
vasion of enemies, he was mightily cast down at his 
having God so ereatly for his enemy, and fell into 
a distemper. Now it happened that Elisha the 
prophet, at that time, was gone out of his own 
country to Damascus, of which Benhadad was in- 
formed ; he sent Hazael, the most faithful of all 
his servants, to meet him, and to carry him pre- 
sents ; and bade him inquire of him about his dis- 
temper, and whether he should escape the danger 
that it threatened. So Hazael came to EUaha with, 
forty camels, thatcarriedthe best and most preciouQ 
fruits that the country of Damascus afforded, as 
well as those which the king's pahice supplied. He 
saluted him kindly, and said, that he was sent to 
him by king Benhadad, and brought presents with 
him, m order to inquire concerning his distemper, 
whether he should recover from it or not Where- 
upon the prophet bade him tell the king no melan- 
choly news ; but still he said he would die. So 
the king's servant was troubled to hear it ; and 
Elisha wept also, and his tears ran down plenteously 
at his foresight at what miseries his people would 
undergo after tfa». death of Benhadad ; and when 
Hazael asked him what was the occasion of thia 
confusion he was in, he said, that he wept out of 
commiseration for Uie multitude of the Israelites^ 
and what terrible miseries they will suffer by thee ; 
^for thou wilt slay the strongest of them, and 
wilt bum their strongest cities, and wilt destroy 
their children, and daSi them aj[ainst the stones, 
and wilt rip up ti^eir women with child." And 
when Hazael said, " How can it be that I should 
have power enough to do such things 1" the prophet 
replied, that God had informed him that he should 
be king of Syria. So when Hazael was come to 
Benhadad, he told him good news concerning his 
distemper ;* but on the next day he spread a wet 
dotii, in the nature of a net, over him, and stran- 
gled him, and took his dominion. He was an ac- 
tive man, and had the good- will of the Syrians, and 
of the people of Damascus, to a great degree ; by 
whom both Benhadad himself, aud Hazael, who 
ruled after him, are honoured to this day as gods, 
by reason of their benefactions, and their building 
them temples, by which they adorned the city of 
the Damascene. They also every day do with great 
pomp pay their worship to these kings,t and value 
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tfaemselTee upon ibme antiquity ; nordo Aey know 
that these kings aare much bter than thej imagine, 
and that tiiey are not yet eleven hundred yean okL 
Now when Joram, tiie king of larael, heard tiiat 
Benhadad was dead, he reeorered out of the tarror 
and dread he had been in en his account, and was 
very gUul to live in peace. 



CHAPTER V. 

CONCBBMTNO THB WICKCnifSaS OF JBHO&AM, KINO 
OF JBRUSALBM : HIS DBFBAT, AND 0BATH. 

LI. Now Jehoram, the king of Jerusalem, for we 
^ve sidd before that he had the same name with 
the king of Israel, as soon as he had taken the go- 
▼emment upon him, betook himself to the skiughter 
of his brethren and his father's friends, who were 
goTemors under him, and thence made a beginning 
and a demonstration of his wickedness ; nor was he 
at ail better than these kings of Israel who at first 
transgressed against the laws of their country, and 
of the Hebrews, and aeainst God's worship : and it 
was Aihalia, the danmer of Ahab, whom he had 
married, who taught him to be a bad man m other 
respects, and also to worship foreign sods. Now 
God would not quite root out this family, because 
of the promise he had made to Darid. Howerer, 
Jehoram did not leave off the introduction of new 
sorts of customs to the propagation of impiety, and 
to the ruin of the customs of his own country. And 
when the Edoraites about that tiinf^iad reToltedfrom 
him, and slain their former king, who was in sub- 
jection to his father, and had Bet up one of their 
own choosing, Jehoram fell upon the land of Edom, 
with the horsemen that were about him, and the 
chariots, by nieht, and destroyed thoie that lay 
near to his own kingdom ; but did not proceed far^ 
ther. However, this expedition did him no service, 
for they all revolted from him, with those that 
dwelt in the country of Libnah. He was indeed so 
mad as to compel the people to go up to the high 
places of the mountains, and woxshio foreign gods. 
2. As he was doing this, and had entirely cast 
his own country btws out of his mind, there was 
brought him an epistle from Elijah the prophet,* 
which declared, that Grod would execute judgments 
upon him, because he had not imitated his own 
fathers, but had foUowed the wicked courses of tlie 
kines of Israel ; and had compelled the tribe of 
JuiUdi and the citizens of Jerusalem to leave the 
holy worship of thmr own God, and to worship 
idols, as Ahab had compelled the Israelites to do, 
and because he had slain his brethren, and the 
men that were good and righteous. And the pro- 
phet gave him notice in tlus epistle what pumsh- 
ment ne should undergo for these crimes, namely, 
the destmetion of his peofde, with the corruption 
of the king's own wives and children ; and that he 
i^ould himself die of a distemper in his bowels, 
with long torments, those his bowels &lling out by 
the violence of the inward rottenness of the parts, 
insomuch that, though he see his own misery, he 
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BhaU not be able at all to help himself, but shaU 
die in that manner. This it was whioh Elijah de- 
nounced to him in that epistle. 

8. It was not long after lius that an army ol 
those Arabtana that hved near to Ethiopia, and ol 
the Phiiislines, fell npon the kinsdom of Jehoram* 
and spoiled the eonniFy and the king^s house ; 
moreover, they slew his sons and his wives ; one 
only of his sons was left him, who escaped the 
enemy ; his name was Ahaziah ; after which cala- 
mity, he himadf fell into that disease which waa 
forotold by the prophet, and lasted a g^t while 
{for God inflided this pnnkhment upon iiim an his 
belly, out of his wxath against him), and so be died 
miserably, and saw his own bowels fall out. The 
people also abused his dead body ; lauppoae it waa 
because they thought that such his death came upon 
him by the wrath of God, and that ther^rehe was 
not worthy to partake ef such a funeral as became 
kings. Accordingly, they neither hnried him in 
the sepulchres of his f atfaeis, nor voaehsafed him 
any honours, but buried him like a private man, 
and this when he had lived forty years, and reigned 
eight ; and the people of Jerusaiaai dfllivered the 
government to his son Ahaiaah. 



CHAPTER VI. 

BOW JBHU WAS AirOlNTBI) KINO, AND BLBW BOTH 
JOBAM AKn AHAZIAH ; AS ALSO WHAT BB I>ID 
FOB XKB PUNISHMBMT OP THB WICKBD. 

§ 1. Now Joram, the kug of Ianel,aillarihe death 
of Benhadad, hoped that he might now take Ba- 
moth, a city of Gilead, frt>m the Syrians. Accord- 
ingly, he made an expedition against it, with a g^wat 
army ; but as he was besieging it, an arrow was 
shot at hun by one of the Syrians, but the wound 
was not mortal : so he returned to have his 
wound healed in Jezreel, but left his whole army in 
Ramoth,— and Jehu, the son of Nimshi, for their 
general ; for he had already taken the city by force ; 
and he proposed, after he was healed, to make war 
with the Syixaas ; but Elisha the prophei sent one 
of his disciples to Ramoth, and gave him holy oil 
to anoint Jehu, and to tell him that God had cboeeii 
hun to be their king. He also sent him to say other 
things to him, and bade him to take his journey as 
if he fled, that when he came away he m^t escape 
the loiowledge of all men. So when he was come 
to the city, he found Jehu sitting in the midst of the 
captains of the army, as Elisha had loretold he 
should find him. So he came up to him, and said 
that he desired to speak with him about oectain 
matters ; and when he was arisen, and hadfdJowed 
him into an inward chamher, the yeung man took 
the oil, and poured it on his head, and said that 
God ordained him to be king, in order to his des- 
troying the house of Ahab, and that he might re- 
venge the bkx>d of the prophets that were unjustly 
slain by Jezebel, that so their house miffht utteriy 
perish, as those of Jeroboam the eon of Nebat and 
of Baasha had perished for their wwkedness, and 
no seed might remain of Ahab's fiunily. So when 
he had aaid this, he went away hastily out of the 
chamber, and endeavoured not to be seen by any ol 
the army. 

2. But Jehn came out, and went to the phuM 
where he before sat with the ciptains ; aud when 
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they asked hill^ And dasired him to teU them wImto- 
fbre U WIS thai this yomig man oame to him, and 
added widial that he was mad,-^e replied, <^ Yoa 
gneaa light; for the words he spoke were the 
words of a madman :" — and when taev were eager 
about the matter, and desired he would tell thepiy 
he answered, that God had said he had chosen him 
to be king over the multitude. When he had said 
this, erery one of them put off his garment,* and 
> strewed it under him, and blew with trumpets, and 
gave notice that Jehu was king. So when he had 
gotten the army together, he was preparing to set 
out immediately against Joramy at the city of Jez- 
reel, in which city, as we said before, he was heal- 
ing of the wound which he had reeeived in the siege 
of Ramoth. It happened also that Ahaziah, king 
of Jerosalem, was now come to Joram, for he was 
his sister's son, as we have said already, to see how 
he did after his wound, and this upon account of 
their kindred : but as Jehu was desirous to fall upon 
Joramaad those with him on the sudden, he desired 
that none of the soldiers might run away and toll 
to Jonm what had happened, for that this would 
be an evident demonstration of their kindness to 
him, and would show that their real inclinations 
were to make him king. 

3. So they were pleased with what he did, and 
goarded the roads, lest somebody should privately 
tell the thin^ to those that were at Jezrwl. Now 
Jehu took his choice horsemen, and sat upon his 
ehaciot, and went on for Jezreel ; and when he was 
oome near, the watchman whom Joram had set 
there to spy out such as came to the city, saw Jehu 
marehing on, and told Joram that he saw atroopof 
horsemen marehing on. Upon which he immedi- 
ately gave orders, tiiat one of his horsemen should 
be sent out to meet them, and to know who it was 
that was coming. So when the horseman came up 
to Jehu, he asked him in what condition the army 
was, for that the king wanted to know it ; but Jehu 
bade him not at all to meddle with such matters, 
but to follow him. When the watchman saw this, 
he told Jorun that the horseman had mingled him- 
self among the company, and came along with them. 
And when the ktn^ had seat a second messenger, 
Jehu oommanded lum to do as the former did : and 
as soon as the watchman told this also to Joram, he 
afrbst got upon his chariot himself, together with 
Ahawan, the king of Jerusalara ; for, as we said 
before^ he was there to see how Joram did, afterhe 
had been wounded, as being his relation. So he 
veot out to meet Jehu, who marched alowly.f and 
in good order ; and when Joram met him m the 
field of Naboth, he asked him if all things were 
wflJl in the camp ; but Jehureproaehed him bitterly, 
and ventured to call his mother a witch and a har- 
lot Upon this the king fearing what he intended, 
and snspeoting he had no goodmeaning, turned his 
chariot about as soon as he could, and said to Aha^ 
joah, <^We are fought against by deceit and 
treaeheiy." But Jehu drew his bow, and smote 
him, the arrow going through his heart : so Joram 
fell down immediately on ha knee, and gave up the 
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ghost Jehu also gave orders to Bidkar, the captain 
of the third part S his army, to cast the dead body 
of Joram into the field of Naboth, putting him in 
mind of the prophecy which Elijah prophesied to 
Ahab his father, when he had sUin Naboth, that 
both he and his family should perish in that place j 
for that as they sat behind Afaab's chariot, they 
heard the prophet say so, and that it was now come 
to pass according to his prophecy. Upon the fall 
of Joram, Ahamah was uraid of his own life, and 
turned his chariot into another road, supposing he 
should not be seen by Jehu ; but he followed after 
him, and overtook him at a certain acclivity, and 
drew his bow, and" wounded him ; so he left his 
chariot, and got upon his horse, and fled from Jehu 
to Me^ddo ; and though he was under care, in a 
little tune he died of that wound, and was carried 
to Jerusalem, and buried there, after he had reigned 
one year, and had proved a wicked man, and worse 
than his father. 

4. Now when Jehu was oome to Jeaed, Jeaebel 
adorned herself and stood upon a tower, and said, 
he was a fine servant that had killed his master ! 
And when be looked up to her, he asked who she 
was, and oommanded her to come down to him. 
At last he ordered the eunudis to throw her down 
from the tower ; and -being thrown down, she be- 
crinkled the wall with her blood, and was trodden 
upon hy the horses, and so died. When this was 
done, Jehu oame to the pahuse with his friends, and 
took some refreshment sifter his journey, both with 
other things, and by eating a meaL Ue also bade 
his servanto to take up Jezebel and bury her, be- 
cause of the nobil^ <xf her blood, -for she was de- 
scended from kings ; but those that were appointed 
to bury her foo^ nothing else remaining but the 
extreme parte of her body, for all the rest were 
eaten by dogs. When Jehu heard this, he admired 
the prophecy of Elijah, for he foretold that she 
should perish in this manner at JesreeL 

£. Now Ahab had seventy sons brought up in 
Samaria. So Jehu sent two epistles, tne one to 
them that brought up the chiidran, the other to the 
rulers of Samaria, which said, that they should set 
up the most valiant of Ahab*s sons for king, for 
that they had abundance of chariots, and horses, 
and armour, and a great armv, and fenced cities, 
and that by so doing they might avenge the murder 
of Ahab. This he wrote to tiv the intentions ol 
those of Samaria. Now when the rulers, and those 
that had brought up the children, had read the let* 
tes, they were aftaid ; and considerinff that they 
were not at all able to oppose him, who had already 
subdued two very great kings, they returned him 
this answer : — That they owned him for their lord, 
and would do whatMever Jie bade them. So he 
wroto back to them such a reply as enjoined them 
to obey what he gave order for, and to cut off the 
heads of Ahab's sons, and send them to bun. Ac- 
cordingly the rulers sent for those that brought up 
the sons of Ahab, and conunanded them to slay 
them, to cut off their heads, and send them to Jehu. 
So they did whatsoever they were commanded, 
without nmiiUng any thing at all, and put them up 
in wicker baskets^ and sent them to Jesreel. And 
when Jehu, as he was at supper with his friends, 
was informed that the heads of Ahab's sons were 
brought, he ordered them to make two heaps ol 
them, one before each of the gates ; and in the 
UKHming he went out to take a view of them, and 
when he saw them, he began to say to the people 
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that were praBent, that he did himself make an eX' 
pedition against his master [ Joram], and slew him ; 
but that it was not he that slew all these : and he 
desired them to take notice, that as to Ahab*s fa- 
mily, an thines had come to pass according to God's 
prophecy, and his house was perished, according as 
iUijah had foretold. And when he had farther de- 
stroyed all the kindred of Ahab that were found in 
Jezreel, he went to Samaria ; and as he was upon 
the road, he met the relations of Ahaziah, king of 
Jemsalem, and asked them, whither they were 
going 1 thev replied, that they came to salute Jo- 
ram, and their own king AhAziah, for they knew 
not that he had slain them both. So Jehu gave 
orders that they should catch these, and kill them, 
being in number forty-two persons. 

6. After these, there met him a good and a righ- 
teous man, whose name was Jehonadab, and who 
had been his friend of old. He saluted Jehu, and 
began to commend him, because he had done every 
thmr according to the will of God, in extirpating 
the house of Ahab. So Jehu desfared him to come 
up into his chariot, and make his entrv with him 
into Samaria ; and told him that he would not sparo 
one wicked man, but would punish the false pro- 
phets and fidse priests, and those that deceived the 
multitude, and persuaded them to leave the worship 
of God Almighty, and to worship foreign gods ; and 
that it was a most excellent and a most pleasing 
sight to a good and a righteous man to see the 
wicked punished. So Jehonadab was persuaded by 
these arguments, and came up into Jehu's chariot, 
and came to Samaria. And Jehu sought out for all 
Ahab's kindred, and slew them. And being desirous 
that none of the fidse prophets, nor the priests of 
Ahab's god, might escape punishment, he caught 
them deceitfully by this wile : ibi-he gatibered all 
the people together, and said, that he would worship 
twice as many gods as Ahab worshipped, and de- 
sired that his priests, and prophets, and servants, 
might be present, because he would offer costly and 
great sacrifices to Ahab's god ; and that if any of 
his priests were wanting, &ey should be punished 
with death. Now Ahab's god was called Baal : and 
when he had ^pointed a day on which he would 
offer these sacrifices, he sent messengers through 
ill! the country of the Israelites, that thev might 
bring the priests of Baal to him. So Jehu com- 
manded to give all the priests vestments ; and when 
they had received them, he went into the house 
[of Baal], with his friend Jehonadab, and gave or- 
ders to make search whetlier there were not any 
foreigner or stranger among them, for he would 
lukve no one of a different religion to mix among 
their sacred offices. And when they said that there 
was no stranger there, and they were beginning 
their sacrifices, he set four-score men without, they 
being such of his soldiers as he knew to be most 
faithful to him, and bade them slay the prophets, 
and now vindicate the laws of their country, which 
had been a long time in disesteem. He also 
threatened, that if any one of them escaped, their 
own lives should go for them. So they slew them 
all with the sword ; and burnt the house of Baal, 
and by that means purged Samaria of foreign cus- 
toms [idolatrous worship]. Now this Baal was the 
sod of the Tyrians ; and Ahab, in order to gratify 
his father-m-law, Ethbaal, who was the king of Tyie 
and Sidon, built a temple for him in Samaria, and 
aufiointed him projkhets, and worshipped him with 
all sorts of worship, although, when this god was 



demolished, Jehu permitted the Israelites to wor- 
ship the golden heifers. However, because he had 
done thus, and taken care to punish the wicked, 
God foretold by his prophet, that his sons should 
reign over Israel for four generations : and in this 
condition was Jehu at this time. 



CHAPTER VII. 

ROW ATHALIAH &K10NBD OVER JEEUSALSM FOB VIVB 
[six] tears, WHEN JEHOIADA THE HIQH-PRIEST 
SLEW HER, AND MADE JBH0A8H, THE 80M OP 
AHAZIAH, KIMO. 

§ 1. Now when Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab, 
heard of the death of her brother Joram, and of 
her son Ahaziah, and of the royal family, she en- 
deavoured that none of the house of David might 
be left alive, but that the whole family mi^t be 
exterminated, that no king might arise out of it af- 
terward; and, as she thought, she had actually 
done it ; but one of Ahaziah's sons was preserved, 
who escaped death after the manner following : — 
Ai^ft Tii^t^ had a sister by the same father, whose 
name was Jehosheba, and she was married to the 
high-priest Jehoiada. She went mto the kmg*s 
palace, and found Jehosah, for that was the little 
child's name, who was not above a year old, among 
those that were slain, but concealed with his nurse ; 
so she took him with her into a secret bed-chamber, 
and shut him up there ; and she and her husband 
Jehoiada brought him up privately in the temple 
six years, during which time Athaliah reigned over 
Jerusalem and &e two tribes. 

2. Now, on the seventh year, Jehoiada commu- 
nicated the matter to certain of the captains of 
hundreds, five in number, and persuaded them to 
be assisting to what attempts he were making 
against AtluJiah, and to join with him in asserting 
the kingdom to tlie child. He also received such 
oaths from them as are proper to secure those that 
assist one another from the fear of discovery ; and 
he was then of good hope that they should depose 
Athaliah. Now those men whom Jehoiada the 
priest had taken to be his partners, went into all the 
country, and gathered together the priests and the 
Levites, and the heads of the tribes out of it, and 
came and brought them to Jerusalem, to the high- 
priest So he demanded the security of an oath 
of them, to keep private whatsoever he should dis- 
cover to them, which required both their silence 
and their assistance. So when they had taken the 
oath, and had thereby made it safe for him to speak, 
he produced the child that he had brought up, of tiie 
family of David, and said to them, << This is your 
king, of that house of which you know God hath 
foretold should reign over you for all time to come : 
I exhort you, therefore, that one-third part of yon 
guard him in the temple, and that a fourth part 
keep watch at all the gates of the temple, and that 
the next part of you keep guard at the gate which 
opens and leads to the king's palace, and let the 
rest of the multitude be unarmed in the temple, 
and let no armed person go into the temple, but the 
priest only." He also gave them this order besides, 
^ That a part of the priests and the Levites should 
be about the king himself, and be a ffuard to 
him, with their drawn swords, and to kill that 
man immediately, whoever he be, that should be 
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to bold as to enter armed into the temple ; and 
bade them be afraid of nobody, but persevere in 
guarding the king." So these men obeyed what 
the high-prieet advised them to, and declared the 
reality of their resolution by their actions. Jehoi- 
ada also opened that armoury which David had 
made in the temple, and distributed to the captains 
of hundreds, as also to the priests and Levites, all 
the speurs and quivers, and what kind of weapons 
soever it oontamed, and set them armed round 
about the temple, so as to touch one another's hands, 
and by that means excluding those from entering 
that ought not to enter. So they brought the child 
into the midst of them, and put on him the royal 
crown, and Jehoiada anointed him with the oil, and 
made him king ; and the multitude rejoiced, and 
made a noise, and cried, ^ God save the king !" 

3. When Athaliahunezpectedly heard the tumult 
and the acclamations, she was greatly disturbed in 
her mind, and suddenly issued out of the royal pa- 
Jace with her own army : and when she was come 
to the temple, the priests received her, but as for 
those that stoodround about the temple, as they were 
ordered by the high-priest to do, they hindered the 
armed men that followed her from going in. But 
when Athaliah saw the child standing upon a pillar 
wiUi the royal crown upon his head, she rent her 
idothes, and cried out vehemently, and commanded 
[her guards] to kill him that had laid snares for 
her, and endeavoured to deprive her of the govern- 
ment : but Jehoiada called for the captains of hun- 
dreds, and commanded them to bring Athaliah to 
the valley of Cedron, and slay her there, for he 
would not have the temple defiled with the punish- 
ments of this pernicious woman ; and he gave 
order, that if any one came near to help her, he 
should be sUin also ; wherefore those th^ had the 
diarge of her shughter took hold of her> and led 
her to the gate of the king's mules, and slew her 
there. 

4. Now as soon as what concerned Athaliah was, 
by this stratagem, after this manner, dispatched, 
Jehoiada called together the people and armed men 
into the temple, and made them take an oath that they 
would be obedient to the king, and take care of his 
safety, and of the safety of his government ; after 
which he obliged the king to give security [upon 
oath J that he would worship God, and not transgress 
thelawsofMoses. They then ran to the house of Baal, 
which Athaliah and her husband Jehoram had built, 
to the dishonour of the God of their faUiers, and to 
the honour of Ahab, and demolished it, and slew 
Mattan, that had his priesthood. But Jehoiada 
intrusted the care and custody of the temple to the 
priests and Levites, according to the appointment 
of Idn^ David, and enjoined them to bring their re* 
gular burnt- offerings twice a-day, and to offer in- 
cense according to the law. He also ordained some 
of the Levites, with the porters, to be a guard to 
the temple, that no one that was defiled mi^t come 
diere. 

5. And when Jehoiada had set these things in 
order, he, with the captains of hundreds, and the 
rulers, and all the people, took Jehoash out of the 
temple into the king's pakce, and when he had set 
him upon the king's throne, the people shouted for 
joy, and betook themselves to feasting, and kept 
a festival for manv days : but the dty was quiet 
upon the death of Athaliah. Now Jehoash was 
■even years old when he took the kingdom : his 
mother's name was Zibiah, of the city Beersheba. 



And all the time that Jehoiada lived, Jehoash was 
careful that the laws should be kept, and very 
zealous in the worship of God ; and when he was 
of age, he married two wives, who were given to 
him by the high-priest, by whom were bom to him 
both sons and daughters. And thus much shall 
suffice to have related oonceming king Jehoash, 
how he escaped the treachery of Athaliui, and how 
he received the kingdom. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

HAZABL MAK£S AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THE PEOPLE 
OF ISEABL AND THE INHABITANTS OF JEBUSALEU. 
JEHU DIES, AND JEBOAHAZ SUCCEEDS IN THE 
OOVBRNMENT. JEHOASH, THE KING OF JERUSA- 
LEM, AT FIBST IS CA&EFUL ABOUT THE W0B8UIP 
OF GOD, BUT AFTERWARDS BBCOMBB IMPIOUS, 
AND COMMANDS ZECHAEIAH TO BE STONED. WHEN 
JEHOASH [king OF JUDAH,] WAS DEAD, AHA- 
ZIAH SUCCEEDS HIM IN THE KINGDOM. 

$ 1. Now Hazael, kmg of Syria, fought agahist the 
Israelites and their king Jehu, and spoiled the 
eastern parts of the country beyond Jordan, which 
belonged to the Reubenites and Gadites, and to 
[the half tribe of] Manassites ; as also Gilead and 
Bashan, burning and spoiling, and offering violence 
to all that he laid his hands on, and this without 
impeachment from Jehu, who made no haste to 
defend the country when it was under this duBtress : 
nay, he was become a contemner of religion, and a 
despiser of holiness, and of the laws, and died when 
he had reigned over the Israelites twenty-seven 
Years. He was buried in Samaria, and left Jehoa- 
haz his son his successor in the government. 

2. Now Jehoash, king of Jerusalem, had an m- 
dination to repair the temple of God ; so he called 
Jehoiada, and bade him send the Levites and priests 
through all the country, to require half a shekel of 
silver for every head, towards the rebuilding and 
repairing of the temple, which was brought to decay 
by Jehoram, and Athaliah and her sons. But the 
high-priest did not do this, as concluding that no 
one would wiUingly pay that money ; but in the 
twenty-third year of Jehoash's reign, when the 
king sent for him and the Levites, and complained 
that they had not obeyed what he enjoined them, 
and still commanded them to take care of the re- 
building the temple, he used this stratagem for col- 
lecting the money, with which the multitude was 
pleased. He made a wooden chest, and closed it 
up fast on all sides, but opened one hole in it ; he 
then set it in the temple beside the altar, and de- 
sired every one to cast into it, through the hole, 
what he pleased, for the repair of the temple. This 
contrivance was acceptable to the people ; and they 
strove one with another, and brought in jointly 
large quantities of silver and gold ; and when the 
scribe and the priest that were over the treasuries 
liad emptied the chest, and counted the money in 
the king's presoice, Uiey then set it in its ftaraier 
pbuse, and thus did thev every day. But when the 
multitude appeared to have cast in as much as was 
wanted, the nigh-priest Jehoiada, and king Joaah, 
sent to hire masons and carpenters, and to buy large 
pieces of timber, and of the most curious sort ; and 
when they had repaired the temple, they made use 
of the remaining gold and silver, which was not a 
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litde, for bowlBi and bMons, and cups, and other 
YMseb, and they went on to make the altar every 
day fat with eaerifioes of great value. And these 
things were taken suitable care of as long as Jehoi- 
ada uved. 

3. But as soon as he was dead (which was when 
he had lived one hundred and thirty years, having 
been a righteouB, and in every respect a very good 
man, and was buried in the king's sepulchres at 
Jenuaalem, because he luul recovered the kingdom 
to tlie family of David), kins Joash betrayed his 
[want of] care about God. The principal men of 
the people were corrupted also together with him, 
and offended against their duty, and what their 
constittttion determined to be most for their good. 
Hereupon God was displeased with the change that 
was made on the king, and on the rest of the people, 
and sent prophets to testify to them what their 
actions were, and to bring them to leave off their 
wickedness : but they £ul gotten such a strong 
affection, and so violent an inclination to it, that 
neither could the examples of those that had offered 
affronts to the laws, and had been so severely pu- 
nished, they and tlieir entire families ; nor could 
the fear of what the prophets now foretold bring 
them to repentance, and turn them back from their 
course of tranegreseion to their former duty. But 
the king commanded that Zechariah, the son of 
the high-priest Jchoiada, should be stoned to death 
in the temple, and forgot the kindnesses he had 
noeived from his father ; for when God had ap- 
pointed him to prophesy, he stood in tlie midst of 
the multitude, and gave tliis counsel to them and 
to the king : That they should act righteously ; and 
foretold to thenr, that if they would not hearken to 
his admonitions, they should suffer a heavy punish- 
OMttt : but as Zechariah was ready to die, he ap- 
pealed to God as a witness of what he suffered for 
the good counsel he had given diem, and how he 
perished, after a most severe and violent manner, 
tor the g^M>d deeds his father had done to Joash. 

4. However, it was not long before tlie king suf- 
fered punishment for his transgressions ; for when 
Haaael, kins of Syria, made an irruption into his 
country, and when he had overthrown Grath, and 
spoiled it, he made an expedition against Jerusa- 
lem ; upon which Jehoash was afraid, and emptied 
all the treasures of God, and of tlie king [before 
him], and took down the gifts that had been dedi- 
cated [in the temple], and sent them to the king 
of Syria, and procured so much by them, that he 
was not besieged, nor his kingdom quite endanger- 
ed ; but Hazael waa induced, by the greatness of 
the sum of money, not to bring his army against 
Jerusalem ; yet Jehoash fell into a severe distem- 
per, and was set upon by his friends, in order to 
revenge the death of Zechariah, Uie son of Jehoiada. 
These laid snares for the king, and slew him. He 
was indeed buried \fk JeruMlem, but not in the 
royal sepuldires of his forefathers, because of his 
impiety. He lived forty-seven years ; and Ama- 
liflii his son 0uceecded him in the kingdom. 

5. In the one-and-twentieth year of the reign of 
Jehoash, Jelioabaz, the son of Jehu, took the go- 
vernment of the Israelites in Samaria, and held it 
■eventeen years. He did not [properiy] imitate his 
father, bnt was guilty of as wicked practices as 
those that first had God in contempt But the 
Idnff of Syria brought him low, and, by expeditions 
against him, did so greatly reduce his forces, tliat 
there femained no more it so great an army tlian 



ten thousaad armed men, and fiffy horsemen. He 
also took away froiQ him his great cities^ and many 
of them also, and destroyed his army. And these 
were tlie'Uiinss that the people of Israel suffered, 
according to UM prophecy of Elisha, when he fore- 
told that Hasael should kill his master, and reign 
over the Syrians and Damasoens. But when Je- 
hoahazwas under such unavoidable miseries, he had 
recourse to prayer and supplication to God, and 
besought him to deliver him out of the hands of 
Hazael, and not overiook him, and give him up 
into his hands. Accordingly, God accepted of his 
repentance instead of virtue : and, being desirous 
rather to admonish those that might repent, and 
not to determine that they should be utterly de- 
stroyed, he granted him deliverance from war and 
dangers. So tlie country having obtained peace, 
retiuned again to its former condition, and flourish- 
ed as before. 

6. Now after the death of Jehoahaz, his son 
Joash took tlie kingdom, in the thirty-seventh year 
of Jehoash, tlie king of the tribe of Judah. This 
Joash then took the kingdom of Israel in Samaria, 
for he had the same name with the king of Jerusa- 
lem, and he retained tlie kingdom sixteen years. 
He was a good man,* and in his disposition was not 
at nil hke bis father. Now at this time it was that 
when Elisha the prophet, who was already very 
old, and was now fallen into a disease, the king of 
Isiftel came to visit him ; and when he found him 
very near death, he began to weep in his sight, and 
lament, to call him his father, and liis weapons, 
because it was by his means tliat he never made 
use of his weapons against his enemies, but that lie 
overcame his own tulversaries by his prophecies, 
without fighting ; and that he was now departing 
this life, and leaving him to tlie Syrians, that were 
already armed, and to other enemies of his that 
were under tlieir powor ; so he said it was not safe 
for him to live any longer, but that it would be well 
for him to liasten to his end, and depart out of this 
life with him. As the king was thus bemoaning 
himself, Elisha comforted him» and bade tlie king 
bend a bow that was brought him ; and when tlie 
king had fitted the bow for ^hooting, Elieha took 
hold of his hands and bade him shoot ; and whcu 
he had shot three arrows, and then left off, Elisha 
said, ** If thou hadst shot more arrows, thou hadst 
cut the kingdom of Syria up by the roots ; but 
since thou hast been satisfied with shooting three 
times only, thou shalt fight and beat the Syrians no 
more times than three, that thou may est recover that 
country which they cut off from thy kingdom in tho 
the reign of tliy father." So when the king had 
heard that, he departed ; and a little while after, 
tlie prophet died. He was a man celebrated for 
righteousness, and in eminent favour wi^ God. 
He also performed wonderful and surprising works 

• This chanetor of Jouh, (h« aon of Jchoahaif Uwt "lie wm « sood 
man, and in hit dUposIUon not at all like to hia tiither, " wcma a dlrvct 
oontradlcUon to our ordinary copim, wbtch m/ (I Kingi xiil. 11), that 
*'b«dld evil in the^iybtof tin Lord; and that badvoartcd not Brain 
aH the rina af Jeroboam, the eon at Nehat, who made I- reel to tin : he 
«-Klk«l thenrln." W hicfi coipice are here the tnteet. It ia hardly poaelMe 
to determine. If Joeephua'a he true, thia Joxih U the idugle inatanoc of 
a fsiid kinf over the ten Irihn t if the other be true, we have not one 
■uch example. The aooount that follows. In all copiet, of Kliaha the 
prophet » co ncern for him, and hie oonoum for Eltalta, graAtty bvoun 
Joeephua'a eopice, and ^uppoac thIa king to have bean then a good muii 
and no Idolatt-r, with whom God'a propheta uacd not to be ao IhmlUar. 
Upon the whole, sliwe it «pp«ar«, even Vy Joaephua's own aeoount, thai 
Amaxiah, the good king of Jodah, whH* he wu a geod Un^ waa fbr^ 
hidden to make uae of the 100,000 auxillartea he had hired of^la Joajh, 
the Mng of laMeL aa If he and they ware then Idobteia (9 Chron. xxv. 
«.»), it It moat likely that thaae different efaamoten of Joaah Hiitad 
the dUforant part* of hla Nlsn. and that, aeeordlog to our eaamon 
ooyte^ he waa at flnt awleked king, and aflarenHdt waa raelalRiad, A94 
lieeame a good one, aooordlng to Jt«ephua. 
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by prophecy, and nieh <8 vere 
in memory by the Hebrews. He also obtained a 
magnifieent funeral, each a one indeed as it vns fit 
a person so beloved of God should hare. It also 
happened, that at that time certain robbers cast a 
man, whom they had slain, into £lisha*8 grave, and 
upon his dead lK>dy oomSag close to Elisha's body, 
it revived again. And thos far have we enlarged 
about the acfeiena of Elisha the prophet, both such 
as he did while he was alive, and how he hod a 
divine power^after his death also. 

7. Now upon the death of Hazael, the king of 
Syria, that kingdem came to Adad, his son, with 
4fhom Joaeh, king of Israel, made war ; and when 
he had beaten hmi in -tfiree battles, he took from 
htm all that country, and all those cities and vilhi- 
ges, which his father Hazael had taken from the 
kingdom of Israel, which came to pass, however, 
aecordiBg to the prophecy of Elisha. But when 
Joash hi^^ened to die, he was buried in Samaria ; 
and the government devolredttpon his son Jeroboam. 



CHAPTER IX. 

HOW AVAIIAH UAtm AH BXPEDITTON AGAINST TBB 
EDOMTTIS AVD AMALBKITES, AND CONqUEIfBD 
THBM ; BUT WHBN RB AFTBRWABD9 VADE WAR 
AOAINBT JOASH, HB WAS BBATEN, AND NOT LONG 
AFTKB, WAS SLAIN ; ANB- UZZIAH SUCCBBDBB IN 
THB OOVBRNMBIfT. 

§ 1. New, in the second year of the reign of Joash 
over Israel, Amaziah reigned over the tribe of 
Judah in Jerusalem. iSs mother's name was 
Jehoaddan, who was bom at Jerusalem. He was 
exeeeding careful of doing what was right, and this 
when he was very young ; but when he came to the 
management of affairs, and to the government he 
resolved that he ought first of all to avenge his 
father Jehoash, and to punish those his friends that 
had laid violent hands upon him ; so he seized 
upon them all, and put them to death ; yet did he 
execute no severity on their children, but acted 
therein according to the laws of Moses, who did 
Bot think it just to punish children for the sins of 
their lathersw After this he chose him an array 
oat of the tribe of Judah and Benjamin, of such as 
were in the flower of their age, and about twenty 
yean old ; and when he had collected about three 
iMBdred thousand of them together, he set captains 
of himdreds over them. He also sent to the king 
of Israel, and hired a hundred thousand of his sol- 
ifiers for a hundred talents of silver, for he had 
resolved to make an expedition against the nations 
of the Amalekites, and Edomites, and GebaUtes : 
. but as he was preparing for his expedition, and 
' ready to go out to the war, a prophet gave him 
eounsel to dismiss the army of the Israelites, be- 
cause they were bad men, and because God foretold 
that he shoold be beaten, if he made use of them 
as aaxiliaries ; but that he should overcowe his 
enemies, though he had but a few soldiers, when it 
so i^eased Gwi. And when the kins grudged at 
fats having already paid the hire of the Israelites, 
the prophet exhorted him to do what (jod would 
have him, because he should thereby obtain much 
wealth from God. So he dismissed them, and said, 
that he still freely gave them their pay, and went 
himself with his own army, and made war with the 
p 2 



nations before mentioned ; and when he had beateo 
them in battle, he slew of them ten thousand, and 
took as many prisoners alive, whom he brought to 
the great rock which is in Arabia, and threw them 
down from it headlong. He also brought away a 
great deal of prey and vast riches from those na- 
tions ; but while Amaziah was eogaffed in this ex- 
pedition, those Israelites whom he had hired and 
then dismissed, were very uneasy at it, and taking 
their dismission for an adfront (as supposing that 
this would not have Imen done to them but out of 
contempt), they fell upon his kingdom, and pro- 
ceeded to spoil the country as far as Beth-horon, 
and took mudi cattle, and slew three tiiousand men. 

2. Now upon the victory which Amaziah had 
gotten, and the great acts he had done, he was 
puffed up, and l^gan to overlook God, who had 
given him the victory, and proceeded to worship 
the gods he had brought out of the country of thd 
Amalekites. So a prophet came to him, and said, 
that he wondered how he could esteem these to be 
gods, who had been of no advantage to their own 
people who paid them honours, nor had delivered 
them from his hands, but had overlooked the des- 
truction of many of them, and had suffered them- 
selves to be carried captive, for that they had been 
carried to Jerusalem in the same manner as any 
one might have taken some of the enemy aUve, 
and led them thither. This reproof provoxed the 
king to anger, and he commanded the prophet to 
hold his peace, and threatened to punish him if he 
meddled with his conduct So he replied, that he 
should indeed hold his peace ; but foretold withal, 
that God would not overlook his attempts for inno- 
vation ; but Amaziah was not able to contain him- 
self under that prosperity which God had given him^ 
although he had affronted God thereupon ; but in a 
vein of insolence he wrote to Joash, the king of Is- 
rael, and commanded that he and all his people 
should be obedient to him, as they had formerly 
been obedient to his progenitors, David and Solo- 
mon ; and he let him know, that if he would not 
be so wise as to do what he commanded him, he 
must fight for his dominion. To which message 
Joa^ returned this answer in writing: — **Kin2 
Joash to king Amaziah, There was a vastly tail 
cypress-tree m mount Lebanon, as also a thistle ; 
this thistle sent to the cypress-tree to give the cy- 
press-tree's daughter in marriage to me thistle's 
son ; but as the thistle was saying this, there came 
a wild beast, and trode down the thistle : and this 
msY be a lesson to thee, not to be so ambitious, and 
to nave a care, lest upon thy good sncoess in the 
fight against the Amalekites, thou growest so proud, 
as to bring dangers upon thyseS, and upon thy 
kingdom." 

S. When Amaziah had read this letter, he was 
more eager upon this expedition : which, I suppose, 
was by the impulse of God, that he might be pu- 
nished for his offence agunst him. But as soon as 
he led out his army against Joash, and they were 
somg to join battie with him, there came such a 
fear and consternation upon the army of Am a ziah , 
as God, when he is displeased, sends upon men, 
and discomfited them, even before they came to a 
close fight. Now it happened, that as they were 
scattered about by the terror that was upon them, 
Amaziah was left alone, and was taken prisoner by 
the enemy : whereupon Joash threatened to IdU 
him, unless he would persuade the children of Je- 
rusalem to open tfieir gates to him, and receive him 
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and his army into the city. Accordingly Amaziah 
was so distressed, and in such fear of his life, that 
he made his enemy to be received into the city. So 
Joash overthrew a part of the wall, of the lengtli of 
four hundred cubits; and drove his chariot through 
the breach into Jerusalem, and led Amaziah cap- 
tive along with him ; by which means he became 
naster oi Jerusalem, and took away the treasures 
pf Gk)d, and carried off all the sold and silver that 
was in the king's palace, and then freed the king 
from captivity, and returned to Samaria. Now 
these things happened to the people of Jerusalem 
in the fourteenth year of the reign of Amaziah, 
who after this had a conspiracy made against him 
by his friends, and fled to the city Lachish, and was 
there shiin by the conspirators, who sent men thi- 
ther to Idll him. So they took up his dead body, 
and carried it to Jerusalem, and made a royal fu- 
neral for him. This was the end of the life of 
Amaziah, because of his innovations in religion, 
and his contempt of God, when he had lived fifty- 
four yean, and had reigned twenty-nine. He was 
succeeded by his son, whose name was Uzziah. 



CHAPTER X. 

CONCIBMINO JBBOBOAM, KINO OF ISRAEL, AND JONAH, 
THB PROPHET ; AND HOW, AFTER THE DEATH OF 
JEROBOAM, HIS SON ZBCHARIAH TOOK THE OO- 
VBRNMENT. BOW UZZIAH, KINO OF JERUSALEM, 
SUBDUED THB NATIONS THAT WERE ROUND ABOUT 
HIM ; AND WHAT BEFEL HIM WHEN HE ATTEMPTED 
TO OFFER INCENSE TO GOD. 

§ 1. In the fifteenth year of the reign of Amaziah, 
Jeroboam the son of Joash reigned over Israel in 
Samaria forty years. This king was guilty of con- 
tumely agamst God,* and became very wicked in 
irorshippms of idols, and in many undertakings that 
were abeura and foreign. He was also the cause of 
ten thousand misfortunes to the people of Israel. 
Now one Jonah, a prophet, foretold to him that he 
should make war with the Syrians, and conquer 
their army, and enlai^ the bounds of his kingdom 
on the northern parts, to the city Hamath, and on 
the southern, to the lake Asphaltitis ; for the bounds 
of the Canaanites originally were these, as Joshua 
their general had determined them. So Jeroboam 
made an expedition against the Syrians, and over- 
ran all their country, as Jonah had foretold. 

2. Now I cannot but think it necessary for me, 
who have promised to give an accurate account of 
our affairs, to describe the actions of this prophet, 
ao lar as I have found them written down in the 
Hebrew books. Jonah had been commanded by 
God to go to the kingdom of Nineveh ; and, when 
he was tiiere, to publish it in that city, how it should 
lose the dominion it had over the nations. But 
he went not, out of fear : nay, he ran away from 
God to the city of Joppa, and finding a ship there, 
he went into it, and sailed to Tarsus, to Cilicia rh 

* What I haw above aolad eMMWiulBf Jthoaili. Menu to ma to hava 
Amo lni« al«o «oBoemtng hia aoa Jnoboam ii., vis. that alUumgh ha 
tegaa ulakaillj, aa JoMpbaa agraaa with other ooplaa, and, aa ha adds, 
" waa tha oaiba of a vaat avaator of mlafortttoa* to the I.maUtaa" In 
thoM hli flnt yean (tha partleahua of whteh are uiihappllj wanting 
br.thla Jeaaphaaaadln aUouraofrfaa); to doaa it aaam to nia that ha 
waa aftvwarda faelalmad, aod baeama a good king, aad ao waa cnoo«. 
ngad \i§ tha pi^bet Jooah, aad had gnat ■nceea u aa aflarwanla, when 
"Ood had laTad tha Iaia*Utaa by tha hand af Jeroboam, tte aonoT 
Joaab," t Klaga air. tl\ whieh anooungamaot by Jooab, aod great 
ff iBa m ia , an equally obaarvaMa in Joaaphua, and la tha other aoplea. 

iWhanJonaJi iaaddlnoor BlUafllohara gona to XanhUh (Jonah 



and upon the rise of a most terrible storm, which 
was BO great that the ship was in danger of sinking, 
the mariners, the master, and the pilot himself, 
made prayers and vows, in case they escaped the 
sea. But Jonah lay still and covered [in the ship], 
without imitating any thing that the others did ; 
but as the waves grew greater, and tlie sea became 
more violent by 5ie winds, they suspected, as is 
usual in such cases, that some one of the persons 
that Bailed with them was the occasion of this storm, 
and agreed to disoover by lot which of them it was. 
When they had cast lots^: the lot fell upon the pro- 
phet ; anil when they asked him whence he came, 
and what he had done ! he replied, that he was an 
Hebrew by nation, and a prophet of Almighty God ; 
and he persuaded them to cast him into me sea, if 
they would escape the danger they were in, for that 
he was the occasion of Ihe storm which was upon 
them. Now at the first they durst not do so, aa 
esteeming it a wicked thing to cast a man, who was 
a stranger, and who had committed his life to them, 
into such manifest perdition ; but at last, when 
their misfortunes overbore them, and the ship >»'as 
just going to be drowned, and when they were ani- 
mated to do it by the prophet himself, and by the 
fear conceming their own safety, they cast him into 
the sea ; upon which the sea became calm. It is 
also related that Jonah was swallowed down by a 
whale, and that when he had been there three days, 
and as many nights, he was vomited out upon Uie 
Euxine Sea, and this alive, and without any hurt 
upon hb body ; and there, on his prayer to God, 
he obtained pardon for his sins, and went to the 
city Nineveh, where he stood so as to be heard ; 
and preached, that in a very little time they should 
lose the dominion of Asia ; and when he had pub- 
lished this, he returned. Now, I have given this 
account about him, as I found it written [in our 
books]. .- . 

3. When Jeroboam die king had paslted his life 
in great happiness, and had ruled fortv years, he 
died, and was buried in Samaria, and his son Ze- 
chanah took the kingdom. After the same manner 
did Uzziah, the son of Amaziah, begin to reign over 
the two tribes in Jerusalem, in the fourteenth year 
of the reign of Jeroboam. He was bom of Jeco- 
liah, his mother, who was a citizen of Jerusalem. 
He was a good man, and by nature righteous and 
magnanimous, and very laborious in taking care of 
the affairs of his king^dom. He made an expedition 
also against the PhiBstines, and overcame them in 
battle, and took the cities of Gath and Jabneh, and 
brake down their walls ; after whieh expedition, 
he assaulted those Arabs that adjoined to Egypt. 
He also built a city upon the Bed Sea, and put a 
garrison into it He after this overthrew the Am- 
monites, and appointed that they shoidd pay tri- 

L S), Joaephoa nndaratood It, that ha want to Tamu in OUIda, or to (he 
MadlterTanean Sea, upon which Tanua Uy ; ao that he doea not appear 
to have read the teat, 1 Klnga xxli. «, aa our eoplea do, that dbSpa of 
Tanhiah should lie at £iion Oeber, upon the Bed aaai but m to Joaa- 
phu-.** aanrtlon, that Jonah's flab waa eatrled by the atreagth of the 
eun«nt, upon a atom, aa ter aa the Buaine Sea, It ia no way ImpoarfbU s 
aad alnoe the atorm might have driren the ship, while Jonah waa in it, 
near to that Rnsine Sea, and tinae in three mon daya, while he waa la 
the flah'a belly, that current might bring htan to the Aa^yrlaa eoaat, and 
ainoe withal that eoaat eouM bdng him nearer to NInevA than eould 
any eoaat of the Medlfeerranean, It la by no meaaa an Improbable detar- 
mInatioB In Joaephua. 

t Thb aadant pleee of religion, of auppoalng then waa gnat ain when 
then waa great mlaerr, and of caatiag lota to diaeorer great alnaare, not 
only among the laneUtea, but among then heathen marlnera, Mema a 
ramarinble remain of the anoient taadlUoo irtUeh prevailed or old o««r 
all mankind, that Pnvldenoe used to Interpoee vlelbly ta> all human 
allUn, aad never to bring, or at least aoilonf to oontinne, notorlooa 
Judgmenta but Aw noturloue alaa. whioh the moat ancient book of Job 
ahowa to have been the atala of mankind Ibr about the C 
n oTthe wnrid, tffl the daya or Job and Mtwee. 
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bate. He also overcame all countries as far as the 
bounds of Egypt, and then began to take care of 
Jerusalem itself for the rest of his life ; for he re- 
built and repaired all those parts of the wall which 
had either fallen down by length of time, or by the 
earelessness of the kinra his predecessors, as well 
as all that part which had been thrown down by 
the king of Israel, wjhen he took bis father Ama- 
ziah prisoner, and entered witli him into the city. 
Moreover, he built a great many towers, of one 
hundred and fifty cubits high^ and built walled 
towna in desert places, and put garrisons into 
them, and dug many channels for conveyance of 
water. He had also many beasts for labour^ and 
an immense number of cattle ; for his country was 
fit for pasturage. He was also given to husbandry, 
and took care to cultivate the ground, and planted 
it with all sorts of plants, and sowed it with all 
sorts of seeds. He had also about him an army 
eompoeed of chosen men, in number three hundred 
and seventy thousand, who were governed by ge- 
neral officers and captains of thousands, who were 
men of valour and of unconquerable strength, in 
number two thousand. He also divided his whole 
army into bands, and armed them, giving every 
one a sword, with brazen bucklers and breast- plates, 
with bows and slings ; and besides these, he made 
for them many engines of war for besieging of cities, 
BudL as cast stones and darts, with grapplers, and 
other instruments of that sort. 

4. While Uzziah was in this state, and making 
preparations [for futurity], he was corrupted in his 
mind by pride, and beoune insolent^ and this on 
loeoiint of that abundance which he had of things 
that will soon perish, and despised that power which 
is of eternal duration (which consisted in piety to- 
wards God, and in the observation of his laws) ; 
so he fell by the occasion of the good success of his 
affairs, and was carried headlong into those sins of 
his father, which the splendour of that prosperity 
he enjoyed, and the glorious actions he had done, 
led hun into, while he was not able to govern him- 
self well about them. Accordingly, when a re- 
markable day was come, and a eeneial festival was 
to be celebrated, he put on the holy garment, and 
went into the temple to offer incense to Grod upon 
the golden altar, which he was prohibited to do by 
Azariah the high-priest, who had fourscore priests 
with him, and who told him that it was not lawful 
for him to offer sacrifice, and tiiat ''none besides the 
posterity of Aaron were permitted so to do." And 
when they cried out, that he must go out of the 
temple, and not transgress against God, he was 
wroth at them, and thi^tened to kill them, unless 
they would hold their peace. In the meantime, a 
great earthquake shook the ground,* and a rent was 
made in the temple, and the bright rays of tlie sun 
shone through it, and fell upon the kine's face, in- 
somuch that the leprosy seized upon him immedi- 
ately ; and before the city, at a place called Eroge, 
half the mountain broke off from the rest on ue 
west, and rolled itself four furlongs, and stood still 
at the east mountain, till the roads, as well as the 
king*B g&rdens, were spoiled by the obstruction. 
Now, as soon as the priests saw that the king's face 

'TUsaeeovatof MiMrtlH|iialE«aeJaiifldem, at tiw vary mim tlm* 
«b«B Volali a wu pad tha prim** oOea, and went Into the Huietuarjr to 
Wm laaanaa, aai «f tha eaB^vaneea of the aarthqoAka, la anttraly 

auk* to a "^ - 



klac at JuAah ;" lo that 
aaniblatiae batweaa tbaaa 



to have been 
hiatorioal and prophetical 



was infected with the leprosy, they told him of the 
calamity he was under, and commanded that he 
should go out of the city as a polluted person. 
Hereupon he was so confounded at the sad distem* 
per, and sensible that he was not at liberty to eon 
tradiet, that he did as he was commanded, and un- 
derwent this miserable and terrible punishment for 
an intention beyond what befitted a man to have, 
and for that impiety against God which was implied 
therein. So he abode out of the city for some time, 
and lived a private life, while his son Jotham took 
the government ; after which he died with grief 
and anxiety at what Ytfid happened to him, when he 
had lived sixty-eight years, and reigned of them 
fifty-two ; and was buried by himself in his own 
gardens. 



CHAPTER XI. 

HOW ZBCBARIAH, SHALLUM, MENAHBM, PBKAHTAH, 
AND PEKAH, TOOK THE GOVERNMENT OVER THE 
ISRAELITES; AND HOW PUL AND TI6LATH-P1LE- 
8ER MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THE ISRAEL- 
ITES. HOW JOTHAM, THE SON OF UZZIAH, REIGNED 
OVER THE TRIBE OF JUDAH ; AND WHAT THINGS 
NAHUM PROPHECIED AGAINST THE ASSYRIANS. 

§ 1. Now when Zechaiiah, the son of Jeroboam, 
had reigned six months over Israel, he was slain 
by the treachery of a certain friend of his, whose 
name was Shallum, the son of Jabesh, who took the 
kingdom afterward, but kept it no longer than 
thirty days ; for Menahem, the general of his army 
who waft at that time in the city of Tirzah, and 
heard of what had befallen Zechariah, removed 
thereupon with all his forces to Samaria, and join- 
ing battle with Shallum, slew him : and when he 
had made himself king, he went thence, and came 
to the city Tiphsah ; out the citizens tliat were in 
it shut their gates, and barred them against the 
king, and would not admit him ; but in order to be 
avenged on them, he burnt the country round about 
it, and took the city by force, upon a siege ; and 
being very much displeased at what the inhabitants 
of Tiphsah had done, he slew them all, and spared 
not so much as the infants, without omitting the 
utmost instances of cruelty and barbarity ; for he 
used such severity upon his own countrymen, as 
would not be pardonable with regard to strangen 
who had been conquered by him. And after this 
manner it was that this Menahem continued to reign 
with cruelty and barbarity for ten years : but when 
Pul, king of Assyria, had made an expedition against 
him, he did not think meet to fight or engage in 
battle with Uie Assyrians, but he persuaded him to 
accept of a thousand talents of mlver, and to go 
away, and so put an end to the war. This sum the 
multitude collected for Menahem, by exacting fifty 
drachmiB as poll-money for every head ^^ after 
which he died, and was buried in Samaria, and left 
his son Pekahiah his successor in the kingdom, who 
followed the barbarity of his father, and so ruled 

f Dr. Wall, In hia Orittaal Notaa on fl Klnga xt. SO, ofaaarvaa, ** that 
whan this Menaheaa i> raid to have exacted the money of Ismal of all th« 
mlghtj men of wealth, of eaoh man flftjr ehehab of allver, to clva Pal, 
theUMof Ajsnia, a thonaand talanta, thia la thaibat pabUa menear 
nl*ed by anjr finaeUUI king I7 a tax oo the peoplei that thay oaad 
balbffa to miw It out of the tt«naam of the hotti* of tha Lord, or of thakr 
own hooae ; that it waa a poU.nKmejr on tha rich man [and them only], 
to ralM jB86S,000, or, aa othcra eeoat a talent, je«W,000, at the rata eC £t 
mjnVKt head i and that Ood oanmandMl, by Saddal (ch. alv. 6^ a^d 
xWI. 18), thitt no aueh thing ahouM be done [at the Jewa* roatoratlon) 
but the king ahonld hnTe buH ofhla own." 
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but two yean <mly, after which be wu flUin with 
his £rieod0 at a feast, by the treachezy of one Pekah, 
the general of his horse, and the eon of Remaliah, 
who had kid snares for him. Now tlus Pekah 
held the government twenty years, and proved a 
wicked man and a transgressor. But the king of 
Assyria, whose name was Tiglath-Pilesery when he 
bad made an expedition against the Israelites, and 
had oyerinin all the land of Gilead, and the region 
beyond Jordan, and the adioining country, which 
is called Galilee, and Kadesh, and Hazor, he mad& 
the inhabitants prisoners, and transplanted them 
into his own kingdom. And so much shall suffice 
to have related here conceining the king of AB8}Tia. 

2. Now JothAm, the son of Uzziah^ reigned over 
the tribe of Judah in Jerusalem, being a citizen 
thereof by his mother, whose name was Jerusha. 
This king was not defective in any virtue, but was 
religious towards God, and righteous towards men, 
and careful of the good of the city (for what part so- 
ever wanted to be repaired or adorned, he magnifi- 
oently repaired and adorned them). He also took 
oare of the foundations of the cloisters in the temple, 
and repaired the walls that were fallen down, aud 
built very great towers, and such as were almost 
impregnable ; and if any thing else in his kingdom 
had been neglected, he took great care of it. He 
also made an expedition against the Ammonites, 
and overcame them in battle, and ordered them to 
pay tribute, a hundred talents, and ten thousand 
oori of wheat, and as many of barley, every year, 
and so augmented hi^ kingdom that his enemies 
could not despise it; and his own people lived 
happily. 

3. Now there was at that time a prophet, whoae 
name was Nahum, who spake after this manner 
concerning the overthrow of the Assyrians and of 
Nineveh : — ** Nineveh shall be a pool of water in 
motion ;* so shall all her people be troubled, and 
tossed, and go away by flight, while they say one to 
another, Stand, stand still, seize their gold and sil- 
ver, for there shall be no one to wish Ihem well, 
for they will rather save their lives than their money ; 
ibr a terrible contention shall possess them one 
with another, and lamentation, and loosing of the 
members, aud their comitenances shall be perfectly 
black with fear. And there will be the den of the 
iiotis, and the mother of the young lions I God 
jays to thee, Nineveh, that they shall deCace thee, 
and tlte lion shiiU no longer go out from thee to give 
Jaws to the world." And indeed this prophet pro- 
phesied many other things besides tbese oonoemuig 
iNineveh, which I do not think necessary to repeat, 
and I here omit them, that I mav not appear 
troublesome to my readers ; all which things hap- 
fentdd about Nineveh a hundred and fifteen years 
afterward : — so this may suffice to have spoken of 
them matters. 

• Thb ptUMfe Is iaJutn oat of the prophet ITahaiii, eh. IL 8.U, aad b 
«ht pilBd|»l, ar tather the mIj om that b given in Blmoet MrteMm, 
bat a little abrM|ed, la aU Jcwephon'e known writing! : by which quota- 
tten we kern what he^hhrnelf alwaya aeeerte, vis. that he atade nic of 
!^.'^;i^.*'^>'*^ [aa4 noter the Onek Tenlon] ; a* ehe we learn. 
that hie Hebrew copy oonaklenbly dUbvea frem oun. See aff tb<>ee 
mtjmSSSUmiv!^ M4 ««pa.a« together ta the B-ajroo the 



CHAPTER XII. 

HOW, UPON THB DKATH OF JOTHAH, AHAZ RBIOXED 
IN HIS STBAO ; AGAINST WHOM &BZIN, KINO OF 
STRIA, AND PBKAH, KINO OF ISBAEL, MADE WAR ; 
AND HOW TIQLATH-PILESBB, KINO OF A88TRIA, 
CAME TO THB ASSISTANCE OF AHAL, AND LAID 
STRIA WASTE, AND REMOVING THE DAMASCENS 
INTO MEDIA, PLACED OTHER NATIONS IN THEIR 
ROOM. 

§ 1. Now Jotham died when he had lived forty-one 
years, and of them reigned sixteen, and was buried 
in the sepulchres of Uie kings ; and the kingdom 
came to his son Ahaz, who proved most impious 
towards God, and a transgressor of the la^vs of his 
country. He imitated the kings of Israel, and 
reared altars in Jerusalem, and offered sacrifices 
upon them to idols ; to which also he offered hia 
own son as a burnt- offering, according to the prac- 
tices of the Canaanites. His other actions were 
also of the same sort Now as he was going on in ' 
this mad course, Rezin, the king of Syria and Da- 
mascus, and Pekah, the king of Israel, who were 
now at amity one with another, made war with him ; 
and when they had driven him into Jerusalem, they 
besieged that city a Ions while, making but a«nall 
progress, on account of tlie strength of its walls ; 
and when the king of Syria had taken the city 
Elath, upon the Eed Sea, and had slain the inhabi- 
tants, he peopled it with Syrians : and when he had 
slain those in the [other] garrisons, and the Jews 
in their neighbourhood, and had driven away much 
prey, he returned with his army back to Damascus. 
Now when the king of Jerusidem knew that the 
Syrians were returned home, he, snpposmg himself 
a match for the king of Israel, drew out his army 
against him, and joining battle with him was beaten ; 
and this happened because God was angry with him 
on account of his many and great enormities. Ac- 
cordingly, there were slain by the Israelites one 
hundred aud twenty thousand of his men that day, 
whose general, Amaziah by name, slew Zechariah 
die kmg's son in his conflict with Ahaz, as well as 
the governor of the kingdom, whose name was Az- 
ricam. He also carried Elkanah, the general of 
the troops of the tribe of Judah, into captivity. 
They also carried the women and children of the 
tribe of Benjamin captives ; and when they had 
gotten a ^eat deal of prey, they returned to Sama- 
ria. 

2. Now there was one Obed, who was a prophet 
at that time in Samaria ; he met the army befoi« 
the city walls, and with a loud voice told Uiem that 
they had gotten the victory not by their own strength, 
but by reason of the anger God had against king 
Ahaz. And he complairod that they were not sa- 
tisfied with the good success they had had against 
him, but were so bold as to make captives out of 
their kinsmen the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, 
lie also gave them counsel to let them go home 
without doing them any harm, for that if they did 
not obey God herein, they should be punished. So 
the people of Israel came together to their assem- 
bly, and considered of these matters, when a man 
whose name was Berechiah, aod who was one ot 
chief reputation in the government, stood up, and 
three others with him, and said,— << We will not 
suffer the citizens to bring these prisoners into the 
city, lest we be all destroyed by God : we have una 
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enough of our own that we have committed against 
him^ as the prophets aasure ns ; nor ought we 
therefore to introdoce the practice of new crimes. 
When the soldiers heard that, they permitted them 
to do what they thought hest So the forenamed 
men toolL the captives and let them go, and took 
care of them, and gave them provisions, and sent 
them to their own country, without doing them any 
harm. However, these four went along with them, 
and conducted them as far as Jericho, which is not 
&r from Jerusalem, and returned to Samaria. 

S. Hereupon king Ahaz, haying been so tho- 
itmghl/ beaten by the Israelites, sent to TigUtli- 
Pileser, king of the Assyrians, and sued for assists 
anoe £rpm him in tliis war against the Israelites, 
and Syrians, and Damaseens, with a promise to send 
him much money ; he sent him also great presents 
at the same time. Now tliis king, upon the recep- 
tion of those ambassadors, came to assist Aluz, and 
made war upon the Syrians, and hud their country 
waste, and took Damascus by force, and slew Rezin 
their kinz, and tran^lanted Uie people of Damascus 
mto the Upper Media, and brought a colony of As- 
syrians, and phinted tliem in Damsscus. He also 
afflicted the land of Israel, and took many captives 
out of it. While he was doing thus witli the Sy- 
rians, king Ahaz took all tlie gold that was in the 
king's treasures, and the silver, and wliat was in 
the temple of God, and what precious gifts were 
there, and he carried them with him, and came to 
Damascus, and gave it to the king of Assyria, ac- 
corduig to his agreement. So he confessed tliat he 
•wed him thanks for all that he had done for him, 
and returned to Jerusalem. Now tins king was so 
sottish and thoughtless of what was for his own 
good, that be would not leave off worshipping tlie 
Syrian gods when he was beaten by them, but he 
went on in worshippmgthem, as though they would 
proeare him the victory ; and when he was beaten 
again be began to honour tlie gods of the Assyrians ; 
snd he seemed more desirous to honour any other 
gods than his own paternal and tree God, whose 
anger was the cause of his defeat : nay, he pro- 
ceeded to such a degree of despite and contempt 
[of God's worship], tiiat he shut up the temple en- 
tirely, sad forbade them to brine in the appointed 
sacrifices^ and took away the gifts that had been 
given to it And when he had offered these indig- 
nilaes to God, he died, having lived thirty-six yean, 
and out of them reigned sixteen ; and he left his 
son Hazekiah for his successor. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

vow PSKAH OIED BT THE TRBACHRBT OF BOSRSA, 
WHO WAS A LITTLB AFTBB SUBOUBD BT iHAL- 
MAKBMB ; AND HOW HBSBKrAH BEIONSD IN8TBAD 
OP AHAZ ; AND WHAT ACTIONS OF PIBTT AND 
RUSTICS BE DID. 

% 1. About the same time Pekah the king of Is- 
rael died, by the treachery of a friend of his, whose 
name was Hoshea, who retained the kingdom nine 
years* time ; but was a wicked man, and a despiser 
of the divine worship : and Shalmaneser, the king 
of Assyria, made an expedition against him, and 
overcame him (which must have l^n because he 
had not God iavourable nor assistant to him), and 
brought him to submission, and ordered him to pay 



an appointed tribute. Now in the fourth year of 
the reign of Hoshea, Hezekiah, tlie sou of Ahaz, 
began to rei^n in Jerusalem ; and his motlier's 
name was Abijali, a citizen of Jerusalem. His na« 
ture was good, and righteous, and religious ; for 
when he come to the kingdom, he thought that no- 
tiling was prior, or more necessary, or more advan- 
tageous, to himself and to his subjects, tlian to 
worship God. Aoeordingly, he called the people 
together, and the priests, and the Levites, and made 
a speech to them, and said, — ** You are not ignorant 
how, by the sins of my father, who tram^ressed 
that sacred honour which was due to God, you have 
had experience of many and great miseries, while 
you were corrupted in your mind by him, and were 
induced to worship those which he supposed to be 
gods : I exhort you, therefore, who have learned 
by sad experience how dangerous a tiling impiety 
is, to put that immediately out of your memory, and 
to purify yourselves from your former pollutions, 
and to open the temple to these priests and Levites 
who are here convened, and to cleanse it with the 
accustomed sacrifices, and to recover all to the an- 
cient honour which our iathere paid to it : for by 
this means we may render God favourable, and he 
will remit the anger he haUi had to us." 

2. When the king had said tills, the priests 
opened the temple ; and when they had set in or- 
der the vessels of God, and cast out what was im- 
pure, they laid tlie accustomed sacrifices upon the 
altar. The king also sent to the country that was 
under him, and called the peo]^e to Jerusalem to 
oelebrate the fe^t of unleavened bread, for it had 
been intermitted a long time, on account of the 
wickedness of tlie forementioned kings. He also 
sent to the Israelites, and exhorted them to leave 
off their present way of living, and to return to 
their ancient practices, and to worship God, for 
that he gave them leave to come to Jerusalem, and 
to celebrate, all in one body, the feast of unleavened 
bread ; and tliis he said was by way of invitation 
only, and to be done of their own good- will, and for 
their own advantage, and not out of obedience to 
him, because it would make Uiem happy. But the 
Israelites, upon the coming of tlie ambassadors, 
and upon tlieir laying before them what they had 
in charge from their own king, were so far from 
complying tiierewith, that they laughed the ambas- 
sadon to scorn, and mocked them as fools : as also 
they affronted the prophets who gave them the same 
exhortations, and foretold what they would suffer if 
they did not return to the worship of God, insomuch 
that at length they caught them, and slew them ; 
nor did this degree of transgressing suffice them, 
but they had more wicked eontrivances than what 
have been described : nor did they leave off, before 
God, af a punishment for their impiety, brought 
them under their enemies : — but of that more here- 
after. However, many there were of the tribe of 
Manasseh, and of Zebulon, and of Issachar, who 
were obedient to what the prophets exhorted them 
to do, and returned to the worship of God. Now 
all these came runnmg to Jerusalem, to Hezekiah, 
that they might worsliip God [there]. 

3. When these men were eome, king Hezekiah 
went up into tlie temple, with the rulers and all the 
people, and offered for himself seven bulls, and as 
many rams, with seven lambs, and as many kids of 
the goats. The king also himself, and the rulers, 
laid theur hands on the heads of the eacrifioes, and 
permitted the priests to complete the laersd offiees 
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About them. So they both slew the flaerifioeB and 
burnt the burnt-offerings while the Levites stood 
round about them, with their musical instruments, 
and sang hymns to God, and played on their psal- 
teries, as they were instructed by David to do, and 
this while the rest of the priests rotumed the music, 
and sounded the trumpets which they had in their 
hands : and when this was done, the king and the 
multitude threw themselves down upon their faces, 
and worshipped God. He also sacrificed seventy 
bulls, one hundred rams, and two hundred lambs. 
He also granted the multitude sacrifices to feast 
upon six hundred oxen, and three thousand other 
cattle ; and the priests performed all things ac- 
cording to the law. Now the king was so pleased 
therewith, that he feasted with the people, and re- 
turned thanks to God : but as the feast of unlea- 
vened bread was now come, when they had offered 
that sacrifice which is called the Passover, they 
after that offei'ed other sacrifices for seven days. 
When the king had bestowed on the multitude, be- 
sides what they sanctified of themselves, two thou- 
sand bulls, and seven thousand other cattle, the 
same was done by the rulers ; for they gave them a 
thousand bulls, and a thousand and forty other cat- 
tle. Nor had this festival been so well observed 
from the days of king Solomon, as it was now first 
observed with great splendour and magnificence ; 
and when the festival was ended, they went out into 
the country, and purged it ; and cleansed the city 
of all the pollution of the idols. The king also eave 
order thai the daily sacrifices should be offered, at 
his own charges, and according to the law ; and 
appointed that the tithes and first-fruits should be 
given by the multitude to the priests and LeviteSy 
that they might constantly attend upon divine ser- 
vice, and never be taken off from the worship of 
God. Accordingly, the multitude brought together 
all sorts of their fi*uits to the priests and the Le- 
vites. The king also made gamers and receptacles 
for these fruits, and distributed them to every one 
of the priests and Levites, and to their children and 
wives ; and Xhus did they return to their old form 
of divine worship. Now when the king had settled 
.these matters alter die manner already described, 
he made war upon the Philistines, and beat them, 
and possessed himself of all the enemy's cities, from 
Gaza to Gatb : but the king of Assyria sent to him, 
and threatened to overturn all his dominions, unless 
he would pay him the tribute which his lather paid 
him formerly ; but king Hezekiah was not concern- 
ed at his threatenings, but depended on his piety 
towards God, and upon Isaiah the prophet, by 
whom he inquired, and aocomtely knew all future 
events : — and thud much shall suffice for the pre- 
sent eonoeming tliis king Hessekiah. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

■OW SHALMANKHBR TOOK SAMARIA BY FORCE, AND 
HOW HE TRANSPLANTED THB TEN TRIBES INTO 
MEDIA, AND BRODQHT THE NATION OP THE CU- 
THEAN8 INTO THEIR COUNTRY [iN THEIR ROOM]. 

§ 1. When Shahnaneser, the King of Assyria, had 
it told him, that [Hoshea] the king of Israel had 
sent privately to So, the king of Egypt, desiring his 
assistance against him, he was very angry, and 
made an expedition against Samaria, in the seventh 



year of the reign of Hoshea ; but when he was not 
admitted [into the city] by the king,* he besieged 
Samaria three years, and took it by force in the 
ninth year of the rei^ of Hoshea, and in the se- 
venth year of Hezekiah, king of Jerusalem, and 
quite demolished the government of the Israelites, 
and transplanted all the people into Media and 
Persia, among whom he took king Hoshea aUve ; 
and when he had removed these people out of Uiih 
their laud, he transplanted other nations out of 
Cuthah, a place so called (for there is [still] a river 
of that name in Persia), into Samaria, and into the 
country of the Israelites. . So the ten tribes of the 
Israelites were removed out of Judea, nine hundred 
and forty-seven years after their forefathers were 
come out of the land of Egypt, and possessed them- 
selves of this countr}', but eight hundred years after 
Joeliua had been their leader, and, as I have already 
observed, two hundred and forty years, seven 
months, and seven days, after they had revolted 
from Rehoboam, the grandson of David, and hud 
given the kingdom to Jeroboam. And such a con- 
clusion overtook the Israelites, when they had ' 
tran^l^ressed the laws, and would not hearken to 
the prophets, who foretold that this calamity would 
come upon them, if they would not leave off their 
evil doings. What pve birth to these evil doings, 
was ^t sedition which they raised against Reho- 
boam, the grandson of David, when they set up 
Jeroboam, his servant, to be their king, who, by 
sinning against God, and bringing them to imitate 
his bad example, made God to be their enemy, 
while Jeroboam underwent that punishment which 
he justly deserved. 

2. And now the king of Assyria invaded all Syria 
and PhcBuida in a hostile manner. The name ot 
this king is also set down in the archives of Tyre, 
for he made an expedition against Tyra in the reign 
of Eluleus ; and Menander attests to it, who, when 
he wrote Ins Chronology, and translated the Ar- 
chives of Tvre into the Greek hmguage, gives us the 
following history : — ** One whose name was Eluleus, 
reigned thurty-six yeuv : this king, upon the revolt 
of the Citteans, sailed to them, and reduced them 
again to a submission. Against these did the king 
of Assyria send an army, and in a hostile manner 
overrun idl Phoenicia, but soon made peace with 
them all, and returned back ; but Sidon, and Ace, 
and Palastyrus, revolted ; and many other cities 
there were which delivered themselves up to the 
king of Assyria. Accordingly, when the Tyrians 
would not submit to him, the lung returned, and fell 
upon them again, while the Phoenicians had fur- 
nished him with threescore ships, and eight hundred 
men to row them ; and when the Tyrians had come 
upon them in twelve sliips, and the enemy's ships 
were dupexsed, they took five hundred men pri- 
soners ; and the reputation of all the citizens of 
Tyre was thereby increased ; but the king of As- 
syria returned, and placed guards at their rivers 
and aqueducts, who should hmder the Tyrians frc;^ 
drawing water. This continued for five years' ; and 
still the Tyrians bore the siese, and dnmk of the 
water they had out of the wells they dug." And 

• This dflg« of Saauute, though noe pnb * pardeidar moecmat oC 
•IUmt Id oar Hebrew or Oraek BlblM, or In Jo— yiloa, waaaoTory loiif, 
no lea thaa thna laan, that It was no wnj Improbabto bat that pa- 
rmt*. and paftienlarty mothafip ml^t tharctn b^ nduMd to eat thair 
own childm, a* tha law of KoMt had thraataned npon thair dlaobadi- 
anea (Lerlt xzrl. fl8| Dcvt. xxvUL as.«7); and was accompliahad to 
the othar ihoitor alflfM of both tha o^itol eHitw, Janu^ilem and Snma. 
ria ; tha tarmvr manUontd Jer. six. 9 ; Antiq. b. Is, fAi. ir. aral t j and 
tha latter, t Klaga tL 98-901 
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lliis is what IB written in the Tynan archiyes con- 
«eniing Shalmaneser, the king of Aflsyiia. 

3. But now the Gutheans, who removed into Sa- 
nuum (for that is the name they have been called 
by to uila time, becanae they were brought out of 
the country called Cuthah, which is a country of 
Persia, and there is a river of the same name in it), 
each of them, according to their nations, which were 
in number five, brought their own gods into Sama- 
ria, and by worshipping them, as was the custom of 
their own countries, they provoked Ali|[iighty Gk)d 
to be angry and displeased at them, for a plague 
seised upon them, by which they were destroy^ ; 
and when they found no cure for their miseries, 
they learned, by the orade that they ought to wor- 
ship Almighty €iod, as the method for their deli- 
Teranoe. So they sent ambassadors to the king of 
Assyria, and desired him to send them some of tliose 
priests of the Israelites whom he had taken captive. 



And when he thereupon sent them, and the people 
were by them taught the laws, and the holy worship 
of God, they worshipped him in a respectful man- 
ner, and the plague ceased inmiediatply ; and indeed 
they continue to make use of the very same customs 
to this very time, and are called in the Hebrew , 
tongue Cittkeafu ; but in the Greek Samaritant, 
And when they see the Jews in prosperity, they 
pretend that they are changed, and allied to them, 
and call them kinsmen, as though they were derived 
from Joseph, and had by that means an original 
alliance with them : but when they see them fiJling 
into a low condition, they say they are no way re- 
lated to them, and that the Jews have no right to 
expect any kindness or marks of kindred from them, 
but tliey declare that they are sojourners, that 
come from other countries. But of these we shall 
have a more seasonable opportunity to discourse 
hereafter. 



BOOK X. 

CONTAINING TUB INTERVAL OF ONE HUNDRED AND ElOHTT-XWO VBARS AND A HALF. 

FROM THE CAPTIVITY OP THE TEN TRIBES TO THE PXRST OP CYRUS.' 



CHAPTER I. 

■OW SENNACHERIB MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST 
HBZBKIAIi ; WHAT THIUSATENTNGS BABSHAKEH 
MADE TO HEZEKIAH WHEN SENNACHERIB WAS GONE 
AGAINST THE EGYPTIANS ; HOW ISAIAH THE PRO- 
PHET ENCOURAGED HIM ; HOW SENNACHERIB, HAV- 
ING FAILED OP SUCCESS IN EOTPT, RETURNED 
THENCE TO JERUSALEM ; AND HOW, UPON HIS 
7INDINO HIS ARMT DESTROYED, HE RETURNED 
HOKB ; AND WHAT BEFEL HIM A LITTLE AFTER- 
VAU>. 

I I. It was now the fourteenth year of the govern- 
ment of Hezekiah, king of the two tribes, when the 
king of Assyria, whose name was Sennacherib, 
maoe an expedition against him with a great army, 
and took all the cities of the tribes of Judah and 
Benjamin by force ; and whe« he was ready to 
bring his army against Jerusalem, Hezekiah sent 
ambassadors to him beforehand, and promised to 
submit, and pay what tribute he shoidd appoint. 
Hereupon Sennacherib, when he heard of what of- 
fers the ambassadors made, resolved not to proceed 
in the war, but to accept of the proposaLs that were 
made Mm : and if he might receive three hundred 
telents of silver, and thirty talents of gold, he pro- 
mised that he would depart in a friendly manner ; 
and he gave security upon oath to the ambassadors 
that he would then do him no harm, but go away 
as he came. So Hezekiah submitted, and emptied 
his treasures, and sent the money, as supposing he 
■honld be f^«ed from his enemy, and from any far- 
ther distress about his kingdom. Accordingly, the 
Assyrian king took it, and yet had no regard to 
what he had promised ; but while he himself went 
Id the war against the Egyptians and Ethiopians, 



he left his general Rabshakeh, and two other of his 

Srincipal commanders, with great forces, to destroy 
erusalem. The names of the two other com- 
manders were Tartan and Kabsaris. 

2. Now as soon as they were come before the 
walls, they pitched their camp, and sent messen- 
gers to Hezekiah, and desired that they might 
speak with him ; but he did not himself come out 
to them for fear, but he sent three of his most inti- 
mate friends ; the name of the one was Eliakim, 
who was over the kingdom, and Shebna, and Joah 
the recorder. So these men came out, and stood 
over against the commanders of the Assyrian army ; 
and when Babshakeh saw them, he bade them go 
and speak to Hezekiah in the manner following : 
— That Sennacherib, the great king,* desures to 
know of him, on whom it is that he relies and de- 
pends, in flying from his lord, and will not hear 
him, nor admit his army into the city ! Is it on 
account of the Egyptians, and in hopes that his 
army would be beaten by them ! Whereupon he 
lets nim know, that if this be what he expects, he 
is a foolish man, and like one who leans on a bro- 
ken reed ; while such a one will not only fall down, 
but will have his hand pierced and hurt by it 
That he ought to know he makes this expedition 
against him by the will of God, who hath granted 
this favour to him, that he shall overthrow the 
kingdom of Israel, and that in the very same man- 
ner he shall destroy those that are his subjects also. 
When Rabshakeh had made this speech in the 
Hebrew tongue, for he was skilful in that language, 
Eliakim was afraid lest the multitude that hefurd 
him should be disturbed ; so he desired him to 

« Ttato Utl« oTOnat King. boOi In ovr BlblM (fl KhiB stIIL 1B| I«. 
nxvi. 4), and here in JoMphas, U tha vwrj vme that HMwIntiu clvtt 
thU SMUMMtanib ; M SpMilMtin MkM BPtUw on thia dIimw. 
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■peak in the Syrian tongue. But the general un- 
derstanding what he meant, and peroeiring the fear 
that he was in, he made his answer with a greater 
and a louder voice, but in the Hebrew tongue ; and 
•aid, that << since they all heard what wero Uie king's 
eopmands, they would consult their own advantage 
in delivering up themselves to us ; for it is phtin 
that both you and your king dissuade tlie people 
from submitting by vain hopes, and so induce them 
to r^t ; but if you be courageous, and think to 
drive our forces away, I am ready to deliver to yon 
two thousand of these horses that are with me for 
your use, if you can set as many horsemen on their 
backs, and shew your streneth ; but what you have 
not, you cannot produce. Why, therefore, do you 
deUiy to deliver up yourselves to a superior force, 
who can take you without your consent t although 
it will be safer for you to deliver yourselves up vo- 
luntarily, while a forcible capture, when you are 
beaten, must appear more dangerous, and will bring 
further calamities upon you." 

3. When the people, as well as the ambassadors, 
heard what tiie Assyrian commander said, they re- 
lated it to Hezekiah, who thereupon put off his 
royal apparel, and clothed himself witli sackcloth, 
and took the habit of a mourner, and, after the 
manner of his country, he fell upon his face, and 
besought God, and entreated him to assist them, 
now they had no other hope of relief. He also 
■ent some of his friends, and some of the priests, 
to the prophet Isaiah, and desired that he would 
pray to God, and offer sacrifices for their common 
deliverance, and so put up supplications to him, 
that he would have indignation at the expectations 
of their enemies, and have mercy upon his people. 
And when the prophet had done acoorduigly, an 
oracle came from God to him, and encouraged the 
king and his friends that were about him ; and 
foretold, that tlieir enemies sliould be beaten with- 
out fighting, and should go away in an ignominious 
manner, and not with Uiat insolence which they 
now show, for that God would take care that they 
sliould be destroyed. He also foretold tluit Sen- 
nacherib, the king of Assyria, should fail of his 

Eurpose against Egypt, and that when he came 
ome, he should perish by the sword. 

4. About the same time also the king of Assyria 
wrote an epistle to Hesekiah, in which he said he 
was a foolish man in supposing that he should es- 
cape from being his servant, since he had ah-eady 
brought under many and great nations ; and he 
threatened, that, when he took him, he would ut- 
terly ^estrov him, unless he now opened the gates, 
and willingly received his army into Jerusalem. 
When he had read this epistle, he despised it, on 
account of the trust that he liad in God ; but he 
rolled up the epistle, and laid it up within the tem- 
ple ; as he made his farther prayers to God for the 
city, and for the preservation of all the people, the 
prophet Isaiah said, that God had heard his prayer, 
and that he should not at this time be besieged by 
the king of Assyria ;• that, for the future, he might 

SS fl-TJlL tS^ii* ■^^.IJ"*' ** b-I«g«rby th. king of A«yrta 

mwidrnilon. The womu an th*m —" ThiTdball be a lin nato Uwe • 
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be secure of not being at all disturbed by him ; 
and that the people might go on peaceably, and 
without fear, with their husbandry and other af- 
fairs ; but after a little while, the king of Assyria, 
when he had failed of lus treadierous designs 
against the Egjrptians, returned home without suc- 
cess on the following occasion : — ^He spent a long 
time in tlie siege of Pelusium ; and when the banlcs 
that he had raised over against the walls were of a 
^reat height, and when ihe was ready to make an 
immediate assault upon tliem, but heard that Tir- 
haka, king of the Ethiopians, was coming, and 
bringing great forces to aid the Egyptians, aud was 
resolved to inarch through the desert, and ao to &U 
directly upon the Assyrians, this king Sennacherib 
was disturbed of the news ; and, as I said before, 
left Pelusium, and returned back without success. 
Now concerning this Sennadierib, Herodotus also 
says, in the second book of liis histories how *' this 
king came agamst tlie Egyptian king, who was the 
priest of Vulcan ; and that as he was besieging 
relusium, he broke up the siege on the following 
occasion : — This Egyptian priest prayed to God, 
and God heard his prayer, and sent a judgment 
upon the Arabian king." But in this Herodotus 
was mistaken when he called this king not king of 
tlie Assyrians, but of the Arabians ; for he saith, 
that *' a multitude of mice g^wed to pieces in one 
night both the bows and the rest of the armour of 
the Assyriaus ; and tliat it was on tliat aeoount that 
tlie king, when he had no bows left, drew off liia 
army from Pelusium." And Herodotus does in- 
deed give us this history ; nay, and Beroeus, who 
wrote of the affairs of Chaldea, makes mention of 
tliis king Sennacherib, and that he ruled over the 
Assyriaus, and tliat he made an expedition against 
all Asia and Egypt ; and says thus : — f 

5. <<Now when Sennacherib was returning from 
his Egyptian war to Jerusalem, he found his army 
under Kabshakeh his general in danger [by a 
plague], for God had sent a pestilential distemper 
upon his army ; and on the very first night of the 
siege, a hundred fourscore and live thousand, with 
their captains and generals^ were destroyed. So the 
kmff was m a great dread, and in a terrible agony 
at this caUmity ; and being in great fear lor his 
whole arm^, he fled witli the rest of his forces to 
his own kingdom, and to his city Nineveh ; and 
when he had abode there a little while, he was 
treachery assaulted, and died by the hands of his 
elder sons^ Adrammeleoh and Seraser, and wm 
skin m his own temple, which was called Anake. 
Now these sons of his were driven away, on ao- 
oount of the murder of their father, by the dtiseos, 
and went into Armenia, while Asnnehoddas took 
the kingdom of Sennacherib." And this proved 
to be the conclusion of this Assyrian eKpeditioB 
against the people of Jerusalem. 

t That tUt terrible ealamltj «r the elanahter et UM ISS^ AmitaM 
«• heradeUveNd In the «aMi of Beronu the OhiiMeaBt aSthMttma 
eertatnly and IVoqumtljr foretold by the Jewish nropheli; and ttat tt 
wae eertaialjrand aadeoiably aeoempUihed, eee iatCot. Bm. PwtS, 

^^We are here to take notice, that tln<e two eons of SeonBCherib thai 
ran away Into Armenia, beeane the heads or twe <bn«iie amlUM thCNk 
tha ▲rwrunll aitd OmobUj «t whlah sm the partkMtor htotariM la 
- ' 00. 
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CHAPTER II. 

■OW HSZBKIAH WAS SICK, AND READY TO ME, AND 
BOW OOD BESTOWED UPON BIM FIFTEEN TEARS 
XOHOER LIFE [anD SECURED THAT PEOlASEJ, BY 
THE GOING BACK OP THE SHADOW TEN DBOBBES. 

§ 1. Now Hezeknh being thus deliTBrod, after a 
BnrprifliBg maaiMr, from the dread he was in, of- 
Ikifed thaok-offeriiigB to (Sod, with all his people ; 
beqwe nothing else had destroyed some of tiieir 
enemies, and made the rest so fearfol of nndergo- 
iDg the same fate, that they departed from Jerusa- 
Issn, hat that divine asststanoe : yet, while he was 
Fcvy lealoas and diligent about the worship of God, 
dad he soon afterwards fall into a severe distem- 
per,* insooiuch that the physicians despaired of 
him, and expected no good issoe of his si<^ness, as 
neither did his friends : and besides the distemper 
itself, there was a very mehmcholy eircumstanoe 
that disordered the king, which was the considera- 
tion that he was childless, and was going to die, and 
leaTo his house and his government without a suc- 
eessor of his own body : so he was troubled at the 
tiioagbte of tliis his condition, and hmented him- 
■elf, and entreated of God that he would prolong 
kis life for a little while till he had some children, 
and not suffer him to depart this life before he was 
become a father. Hereupon God had mercy upon 
bim, and accepted of his supplication, because the 
tenable he was under atliis supposed death was not 
because he was soon to leave the advantages he en- 
joyed in the kingdom ; nor did he on that account 
pay that he miglit have a longer life afforded him, 
but in order to have sons, that might receive the 
govexnniemt after him. And God sent Isaiah the 
prophet, and oommanied him to inform Hezekiidi, 
tbat within three da^-s' time he should get clear of 
bis distemper, and should survive it fifteen years, 
ind that he should have children also. Now upon 
the pri^hef s sayuig this, as God had commanded 
him, he could hardly believe it, both on aeoount of 
the distemper he was under, which was very sors, 
and by reason of the surprising nature of what was 
told hhn ; so'he desired that Isaiah would give him 
some sign or wonder, that he might believe him m 
what he had said, and be sensible Uiat he came 
from God : for things that are beyond expectation, 
aad greater than our hopes, are made credible by 
actions of the Uke nature. And when Isaiah had 
asked him what sign he desired to be exhibited, he 
dcMred that he would make tfie shadow of the sun, 
which he had already made to go down ten steps [or 
degrees] in his house, to return again to the same 
phMe,t and to make it as it was before. And when 

• JoMnhu. and an o«r eopl«, ptaoa Uw siekiMMorHtMklah after the 
tw liuauim ors«iaaeb«ribii army, bceaoM It KppMrt to hav* bwn after 
" ~ t a«aaU, ae be waa golag iaio Arabia and IBtJpt, where he 

wi » « »t._l^ would go, and in order to dispatch 

f bat thle of Joaephae eay It wae af. 



mm ans aHaaii, ae ne waa going la 
paabed hie eonqoeeU as fkr as thejr « 
lAsakeqrakogsiWt ntdoceBoaoM 
i»t>a*dasiiiii>liin, bat cnlr that U: 



_ . bappeoed In those dajrs, or about 

Hor win the Sfteen jrean' prehwgatlon of 

Ms la after Us aWmea«, allow Uiat skknaas ta bate been Inter than the 
fefOMf Mftcf the flfteenth jsar of hli idgn, elnoe ehroooicfj doee not 
•How hon In ail altore twcBty>iilae nan and a fcw months t whereae 
«fee ■fataaeattitof Beonaaherlb was la tbofborteenth yearofHewldAhi 
bvt tbe destraetlon of Senaaehenbls army was not till bis eighteenth 
fanr. 

f As to thla ragrsei of the shadow, either upon a sundial, or the steps 
af tbe royal palaae bnlH by Abas, whether it were physically done bf 
the laal mieaanloaa levolniion of the earth la Its diurnal motion bach* 
wards fines eaa» loweet Ibr a while, and its retam again to it« old nata. 
nltevointioaltam weettoeaeit or whether It were not apparent only, 
aad aeiimnail by an aerial phoaphoma, which imitated tbe eon's mo< 
OoQ bnebwaidi, whfla a ekmd hkl the nal son, cannot now be deter- 
•Snad. PhUMophses and artreaoBaaas win nataially ineBna to the lat- 
&m hj|iQ<fcssls. However, it must be noted, that Jeeepbos seems to 
%Bf« iMlWilsfifl tt M«b"rwl«e than we generally do; that the ahiidow 



the prophet prayed to (Sod to exhibit tliis sign to 
the king, he saw what he desired to ase, and was 
freed from his distemper, and went up to the tem- 
ple, where he worshipped Grod and made vows to 
him. 

2. At this time it was that the dsminion of the 
Ass>Tians was overthrown by the Modes ^ but of 
these tilings I shall treat elsewhere. But the king 
of Babylon, whose name was Baladan, sent ambas- 
sadors to Hezekiah with presents, and desired he 
would be his ally and his friend. So he received 
the ambassadors gladly, and made them a feast, and 
showed them his treasures, and his armoury, and 
the other wealtli he was possessed of, in precious 
stones, and in gold, and gave them presento to be 
carried to Baladan, and sent them back to him. 
Upon which the prophet Isaiah came to htm, and 
inquired of him whence those ambassadors came : 
to which he replied, that they came from Babylon, 
from the king ; and that he had showed them all 
he had, that by the sight of his riches and forces ha 
might thereby guess at [the plenty he was in], and 
be able to inform the king of it. But the prophet 
rejoined, and said, — ^<< Know thou, ^at, after a little 
while, these ridies of thine shall be carried away to 
Babylon, and thy posterity sliall be made eunuchs 
there, and lose their manhood, and be servanto to 
the king of Babylon ; for that God foretold such 
things would come to pass." Upon wliieh words 
Hezekiah was troubled, and said, that he was him- 
self unwilling tliat his nation should fall into such 
calamities ; yet, since it is not possible to alter 
what God had determined, be poayed that tiiere 
might be peaee while he lived. Berosusalso makes 
mention of this Baladan, king of Babylon. Now as 
to this prophet [Isaiah], he was, by tlie eonfes- 
sion of all, a divine and wonderful man in speaking 
truth ; and out of the assurance that he had never 
written what was fidse, he wrote down all his pro- 
phecies, and left them behind him in books, that 
their accomplishment might be judged of from the 
evento by posterity. Nor did this prophet do so 
alone ; but theothers, which were twelve in number 
did the same. And whatsoover is done among ns, 
whether it be good, or whether it be bad, comes to 
pass according to their prophecies ; but of every 
one of these we shall sp^ hereafter. 



CHAPTER III. . 

HOW MANASSVH BBIQNED AFTBR HEZEKIAH ; ARD 
HOW, WHEN HE WAS IN CAPTIVITT, HE HBTUaMBD 
TO OOD, AND WAS RBSTOEBD TO HIS KIMODOH, 
AND LEFT IT TO [HIS SOlf] AMON. 

§ 1. When king Hezekiah had sorvired tile inter- 
val of time aheady mentioned, and had dwelt all 
that time in peace, he died, having completed fifty 

waa aoeelsratcd aa mneh at Snrt ferwatrd M U was Bade to fo faaebw«rd 
afterwards, and ao the day was aeitbcr toafcr or shortsr than osaal; 
which. It must be eonf toa ed, agrese best «^ all to astronomy, wboae 
uelipew, oMer than that tine, were observed at the aama tf ma* & 
day a-i if this mlrnele had never happened. After all, this wond 
signal was not, itisems, psoullar to Jadsa, bat either eeen, or at 
heard of, at Babvion also, as appears by sChron. xxxU. Sit where we 
learn tbat the Babylonian anifiasssdon were sent to HeeeUah, among 
other things, to laqolre of the wander thai wasdane In the huKl. 
1 This exprewion of Joeepha*, that the Medet, upon their destruction 
" '*- the Aasyrian empire, seams to be 



of the Aeayrian s -.., 

too ktrong : Ibr although thry immediately eaat off the Assyrian yoke, 
and wtapDeloese,aklng<if their own, yet It waa seme dme before the 
Medes and Babylonians OTcrthmr Nineveh i and aome generatioaa be- 
fore the Medes and farsians. under Cyaxares and Qyrua, orerthrvw the 
Assyrian or Babylonian empire aad Wok Babylon. 
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fSonr yean of his life, and reigaed twenty-nine. 
Bat when his son Manasfleh, whose mother's name 
was Hephzibah, of Jenisalem, had taken the king- 
dom, he departed from the conduct of his father, 
and fell into a oonrse of life quite contrary 
thereto, and showed himself in his manners moat 
widced in all respects, and omitted no sort of im- 
piety, but imitated those transgressions of the Is- 
raelites, by the commission of which against God, 
they bad been destroyed ; for he was so hardy as 
to defile the temple of Grod, and the dty, and the 
whole country ; tor by setting out from a contempt 
of God, he barbarously slew ail the righteous men 
that were among the Hebrews; nor would he spare 
the prophets, for he every day slew some of them, 
till Jerusalem was overflown with blood. So God 
was angnr at these proceedings, and sent propbots 
to the kmg, and to tlie roaldtade, by whom he 
threatened tiie very same calamities to tliem which 
ihmr brethren the Israelites upon the like affironts 
offered to God, were now under. But these men 
would not believe their words, by which belief they 
might have reaped the advantage of escaping ail 
those miseries ; yet did they in earnest learn that 
what the prophets had told them was true. 

2. And when they persevered in the same course 
of life, God raised up war against them from the 
king of Babylon and Ghaldeay who sent an army 
against Judea, and laid waste the country ; and 
caught king Manasseh by treachery, and ordered 
him to be brought to him, and had him under 
his power to inflict what punishment he pleased 
upon him. But then it was that Manasseh per- 
ceived what a miserable condition he was in, and 
esteeming himself thrt cause of all, he beeojight God 
to render his enemy humane and merciful to him. 
Accordingly, God heard his prayer, and granted 
him what he prayed for. So Manasseh was re- 
leased by the king of Babylon, and escaped the 
danger he was in ; and when he was come to Jeru- 
salem, be endeavoured, if it were possible, to cast 
out of his memory those his former sins agunst 
God, of which he now repented, and to apply him- 
■elf to a very religious life. He sanctified the tem- 
ple, and puiged the dty, and for the remainder of 
Lis days he was intent on nothing but to return his 
thanks to God for his deliverance, and to preserve 
him propitious to him all his life long. He also in- 
structed the multitude to do the same, as having 
very nearly experienced what a cahunity he was 
fallen into by a contrary oonduct He also rebuilt 
the altar, and offered the legal sacrifices, as Moses 
eommanded ; and when he had re-established what 
ooncemed the divine worship, as it ought to be, he 
look care of the security of Jerusalem : he did not 
only repair the old walls with great diligence, but 
added another wall to the former. He also built 
very lofty towers, and the garrisoned places before 
the dty he strengthened, not only in other respects, 
but with provisions of all sorts that they wanted ; 
and indeed, when he had changed hisformer course, 
he so led his life for the time to come, that from 
the time of his return to piety towards Grod, he was 
deemed a happy man, and a pattern for imitation. 
When theren>r8 he had lived sixty-seven years, he 
departed this life, having rdgned fifty-five yem, 
and was buried in his own giffden ; and the king- 
dom came to his son Amon, whose mother's name 
was Meahulemeth, of the dty of Jotbath. 



CHAPTER IV. 

HOW AMON RBIONBD INSTEAD OF MANA88BH ; AND 
AFTER AMON, REIGNED J08IAH ; HE WAS BOTH 
RIGHTEOUS AND RELIGIOUS. AS ALSO CONCERNING 
HULDAH THE PROPHETESS. 

S 1. This Amon imitated those works of his father 
whidi he so insolently did when he was voung : so 
he had a oonspirftcy made against him by his own 
servants, and was slain in his own house, when he 
had lived twenty-four years, and of them had reigned 
two ; but the multitude punished those that slew 
Amon, and buried him with his father, and gave the 
kingdom to his son Josiah, who was eight years (4d. 
His mother was of the city of Boscath, and her 
name was Jedidah. He was of a most excellent 
dispodtion, and naturally virtuous, and followed the 
actions of king David, as a pattern and a rule to 
him in the whole conduct of his life ; and when ho 
was twelve years old he gave demonstrations of his 
religions and righteous ^haviour ; for he brought 
the people to a sober way of living, and exhorted 
them to leave off the opinion they had of thdr idols, 
because they were not gods, but to worship their 
own God ; and by reflecting on the actions of his 
progenitors, he prudently corrected what they did 
wrong, like a very elderly man, and like one abun- 
dantly able to understand what was fit to be done ; 
and what he found they had well done, he observed 
all the conntiy over, and imitated Uie same ; and 
thus he acted in following the wisdom and sagadty 
of his own nature, and in compliance with the ad- 
vice and instruction of the elders ; for by following 
the laws it was that he succeeded so well in the or- 
der of his government, and in piety with regard to 
the divine worship ; and this happened because the 
transgresdons of the former kings were seen no 
more, but ^uite vanished away ; for the king went 
about the city, and the whole country, and out down 
the groves, which were devoted to strange gods, 
and overthrew their altars ; and if there were any 
gifts dedicated to them by his forefathers, he made 
them ignominious, and plucked them down ; and 
by this means he brought the people back from 
their opinion about them to the worship of Crod. 
He also offered his accustomed sacrifices and burnt- 
offerings upon the altar. Moreover, he ordained 
certain judges and overseers, that they might order 
the matters to them severally belonging, and have 
regard to justice above all things, and distribute it 
with the same concern they would have about their 
own souL He also sent over all the country, and 
desired such as pleased to bring gold and silver for 
the repairs of the temple, according to every one's 
inclinations and abilities ; and when tlie money was 
brouzht in, he made one Maaseiah the governor of 
the city, and Shaphan the scribe, and Joah the re- 
corder, and Elialam the high-priest, curators of the 
temple, and of Hbe charges contributed thereto ; who 
made no delay, nor put the work off at all, but pre- 
pared architects, and whatsoever was proper for 
those repairs, and set closely about the work. So 
tlie temple was repaired by tnis means, and became 
a public demonstTation of the king's piety. 

2. But when he was now in the eighteenth year 
of his reign, he sent to Eliakim tlie high-priest, and 
gave order, that out of what money was overplus, 
he should cast cups, and dishes, and vials, for mi* 
nistration [in the temple] ; aud beddes, that they 
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should bring all the gold or silver which was among 
the treasuree, and expend that alao in making 
caps and the like yessels : but as the high-priest 
was bringing out the gold, he lighted upon the holy 
books of Moees that were laid up in the temple ; 
and when he had brought them out, he gave them 
to Sliaphan the scribe, who, when he had read them, 
came to the king, and informed him that all was 
finished which he had ordered to be done. He also 
' read over the books to him, who, when he had beard 
them read, rent his garment, and called for Eliakim, 
the high-priest, and for [Shaphan] the scribe, and 
for certain [other] of his most particular friends, 
and sent them to Huldah the prophetess, the wife 
of Shallum (which Shallum was a man of dignity, 
and of an eminent family), and bade them go to her 
and say that [he desired] she would appease God, 
and endeavour to render him propitious to them, for 
that there was cause to fear lest, upon the trans- 
gression of the laws of Moses by their forefathers, 
they should be in peril of going into captivity, and 
of being cast out of their own country ; lest they 
should be in want of all things, and so end their 
days miserably. When the prophetess had heard 
this from the messen^rs that were sent to her by 
the king, she bade him go back to the king, and 
say, that God had already given sentence against 
them, to destroy the people, and cast them out 8f 
their country, and deprive them of all the happiness 
they enjoyed ; which sentence none could set aside 
by any prayers of theirs, since it was passed on ac- 
oaunt of their transgressions of the laws, and of 
tlieir not having repented in so long a time, while 
tlie prophets had exhorted them to amend, and had 
foretold the punishments that would ensue on their 
iiupious practices ; which threatening God would 
certainly execute upon them, that they might be 
persuaded that he is God, and had not deceived 
diem in any respect as to what he had denounced 
by his prophets ; that yet, because Josiah was a 
righteous man, he would at present delay diose ca- 
lamities, but that, after his death, he would send on 
the multitude what miseries he had determined for 



S. So these messengers, upon this prophecy of 
the woman, came and told it to the king ; where- 
upon he sent to the people evervwhere, and order- 
ed that the priests and the Levites should come to- 
gether to Jerusalem ; and commanded that those 
of evtry age should be present also ; and when they 
were gathered together, he first read to them the 
holy books ; after which he stood upon a pulpit, in 
the midst of the multitude, and obliged them tomake 
a covenant, with an oath, that they would worship 
God and keep the laws of Moses. Accordingly, 
they gave their assent willingly, and undertook to 
do what the king had recommended to them. So 
they immediately offered sacrifices, and that after 
an acceptable manner, and besought God to be 
gradous and merciful to them. He also enjoined 
the high-priest, that if there remained in the tem- 
ple any vessel that was dedicated to idols, or to fo- 
reign gods, they should cast it out ; so when a great 
^ number of such vessels were sot together, he burnt 
them, and scattered their ashes abroad, and slew 
the priests of the idols that were not of the fiunily 
of Aaron. 

4. And when he had done thus in Jerusalem, he 
came mto the country, and utterly destroyed what 
buildings had been made therein by king Jeroboam, 
iu honour of strange gods ; and he burnt the bones 



of the fiUse prophets upon that altar which Jero- 
boam first built ; and, as the prophet [ Jadon], who 
came to Jeroboam when he was offering sacrificsi 
and when all the people heard him, foretold what 
would come to pass, viz. that a certain man of the 
house of David, Jonah by name, should do what is 
here mentioned. And it happened that those pre- 
dictions took effect after three hundred and sixty- 
one years. 

5. After these thinss, Josiah went also to such 
other Israelites as had escaped captivity and Bla* 
very under the Assyrians, and persuaded them to 
desist from their imj^ous practices, and to leave off 
the honours they pud to strange gods, but to wor- 
ship rightly thehr own Almighty Grod, and adhere 
to him. He also searched the houses, and the vil- 
lages, and the cities, out of a suspicion that some- 
body might have one idol or other in private ; nay, 
indeed, he took away the diariots [of the Sun] that 
were set up in his royal palace,* which Ids prede- 
oessors had framed, and what thing soever there 
was besides which they worshipped as a god. And 
when he had thus purged all the eountiy, he called 
the people to Jerusalem, and there celebrated the 
feast of unleavoied bread, and that called the Pas- 
sover. He also gave the people for paschal sacri- 
fices, young kids of the goats, and lambs, thirty 
thousand, and three thousand oxen for bumt-offer> 
in^. The principal of the priests also gave to the 
pnests against the passover two thousand and six 
hundred lambs ; the principal of the Levites also 

Save to the Levites five thoussnd lambs, and five 
undred oxen, by which means there was great 
plenty of sacrifices ; and they offered these sacri- 
fices according to the laws of Moses, while every 
priest explained the matter, and ministered to the 
multitude. And indeed there had been no other 
festival thus celebrated by the Hebrews from the 
times of Samuel the prophet ; and the plenty of sa- 
crifices now was the occasion that all things were 
performed according to the laws, and according to 
the custom of their forefathers. So when Josiah 
hod after this lived in peace, nay, in riches and re- 
putation also, among all men, he ended his life in 
the manner following. 



CHAPTER V. 

HOW JOSIAH FOUGHT WITH NBOO [KING OF BOTFT], 
AND WAS WOUNDRD, AND DIED IN A LITTLE TIME 
AFTERWARDS : AS ALSO HOW NEOO CARRIED JB- 
HOAHAZ, WHO HAD BEEN MADE KING, INTO EGYPT, 
AND DELIVERED TllE KINGDOM TO JLHOIAKIH : 
AND [LASTLY], CONCERNING JEREMIAH AND EZE- 
KIEL. 

§ 1. Now Neco, king of Efl^^ raised an army, 
and marched to the river Euphrates, in order to 
fight with the Modes and Babylonians, who had 
overthrown the dominions of the Assyrians,t for 

• I(UhiudloraeoiMllathaMeoiiiitlntiMMeoDdbookorKta«i (oh. 
xzttl. II.) wtthttitoMeaaDtln JoMphw, and totraatlato the ptHae* 
truly in Jowphoa, whOM oepiM u* aappoMd to be here fanpeifMli, 
Howerer, the cenerml mbm of both Home to be thia t~.That then were 
ocTtain chariots, with the hone*, dedicated to the Mol of the Sun, or la 

Holeehi which Idol might be cairled ahoat In p ^ 

ped by the people ; which eharlota wne now «* talMn atnur," 
■aysjor, a« the book of Klnga aars '* burnt with Are, by Jod 

t Thia la a ramarlcable paaiMe of chronolo|y la JoMpbu, 1 

the latter end of the raign of /oalahp the Medea and Babylort 

throw the empira of the Aaayrlana ; or. In the worda of ToUfa eoatii<u. 
ator, thai •* beftafo Toblaa died, he heard of the deatnMlloD of NInevvIv 
which waa takMi by Mebaehodoooaer the BalqrIoaliui, and Aaaaatiui ilie 
Hade,'* Teb. xiv. IX See Daan Pridaaoz-a Oonneslon, at the year tta. 
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he faid a dBtin to vmgn over Asift« Now whea he 
vns oome to the citjr Mendes, which belonged to 
the kfaisdoai of Josiah, he brought an army to hin- 
der hiia tram paadng thvougfa his own coantry, in 
his eapeditien aninst the l^es. Now Neoo sent 
«hei«d to^ Jesiah, and told him, that he had not 
made his expedition against him, but was making 
hasto to Eupfaimtes; aikd desired thai he would not 
proToke him to fight against him, because he ob- 
straetsd<his maroh to the pbuse whither h» bad re- 
selTed< to go. But iosiah did not admit of this 
adviee of Neoo^ but pat hianetf into -a posAure to 
hbder him from his intended nnrefa* I suppose 
it was ftito that pushed him on totliis conduct, that 
it might take an eeeasion agaiaat him ; for as he 
was setting his army in anay»* and rode about in 
hie chariot, from one wing of liis army to another, 
one of the SSgjrptians shot an arrow at iiim^ and 
psit an end to nia eagerness for fighting ; for, being 
sorely wounded, he commanded a retreat to be 
sounded for his army, and returned to Jerusalem, 
and died of that wound ; and was magnificently 
buried in the sepakhre of his fatliers, wImu he had 
Hved thirty-nine years, and of them had reigned 
tiiirty«one. But all the people mourned greatly for 
hsm, lamenting and grieving on his account many 
da}^ ; and Jeremiah £e prophet oomposed an elegy 
to himeat hinv|- wliich is extant till this time aim. 
Moreover, this prophet denounced beforehand the 
sad calamities that were coming upon the city. He 
also left behind him in writing a description of that 
destruction of our nation which has lately happened 
ia our days, and the taking of Babylon ; nor was 
he tiie only prophet who delivered such predictions 
beforehand to the multitude ; but so did Ezekiel 
also, who was the first person that wrote, and left 
behind him in writing two books, concerning tliese 
events. Now these two prophets were priests by 
birth, but of them Jeremiah dwelt in Jerusalem, 
flrom the thirteenth year of the reign of Josiah, 
until the city and temple were utterly destroyed. 
However, as to what befel this prophe^ we will re- 
late it in itB proper pUce. 

2. Upon the death of Josiah, which we have al- 
ready mentioned, his son, Jehoahaz by name, took 
the kingdom, being about twenty-three years old. 
He reigned in Jerusalem; and his motlier was 
Hamutal, of the city Libnah. He was an impious 
man, and impure in his course of life ; but as the 
king of Egypt returned from the battle, he sent for 
Jehoahaz to come to him to the city calleth Ha- 
matfa^: which belongs to Syria ; and when he was 
come, he put him in bands, and delivered the king- 
dom to a brotlier of his bv the father's side, whose 
name was Eliakim, and changed his name to Jeho- 
iakim, and laid a tribute upon tJie land of a hun- 
dred talento of silver, and a talent of gold ; and 
this sum of money Jehoiakim paid by way of tri- 
bute; but Neco carried away Jehoahaz into Egypt, 
where he died, when he had reigned three months 
. and ten days. Now Jehoiakim's mother was called 
Zebadah, of the city Rumali. He was of a wicked 
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dispoeitioB, and ready to do mischief : nor was be 
either religious towards God, or good-natured to- 
wards men. 



CHAPTER VI. 
HOW nbbugbahnbzzab, wbjsiv hb had oonqdbrbd 

THB KIITQ OV BOf PI, MADB AN BZPBDITIOM AOAINST 
THB JBW8, AND 8LBW JBUOiAKIX, AMD MADB JB- 
HOlACHlJr, HIS BON, KINO. 

§ Now in the fourth year of the reign of Jehoia- 
kim, one whose name was Nebuchj^ezzar took 
the government over the Babylonians, who at the 
same time went up with a great anny to the city 
Carchemish, which was at Euphrates, upon a reso- 
lution he had taken to fight with Neco, king of 
Egypt, under whom all Syria tlien was. And 
when Neco understood the intention of the kin^ of 
Babylon, and that this expedition was made agamst 
him, he did not despise his attempt, but made haste 
witli a great band of men to Euphrates to defend 
himself from Nebuchadnezzar; and when they had 
joined battle, he was beaten, and lost many ten 
thousands [of his soldiers] in the battle. So the 
king of Babylon passed over Euphrates, and took 
all Syria, as far as Pelusium, excepting Judea. 
But when Nebuchadnezzar had already reigned 
four years, which was the eighth of Jelieiakim's 
government over the Hebrews, the king of Baby- 
Ion made an expedition with mighty forces against 
tlie Jews, and required tribute of Jehoiakim, and 
threatened, on his refusal, to make war against 
him. He was affrighted at his threatening, and 
bought his peace wiUi money, and brought tlie tri- 
bute he was ordered to bring for tliree years. 

2. But on the tliird year, upon hearing that the 
king of the Babyk>nians made an expedition against 
the Egyptians, he did not pay his tribute ; yet was 
he disappointed of his hope, for the Egyptians durst 
not fight at tliis time. And indeed the prophet 
Jeremiah foretold every day how vainly they relied 
on their hopes from Egypt, and how the city would 
be overthrown by the king of Babylon, and Jehoia- 
kim the king would be subdued by liim. But what 
he time spake proved to be of no advantage to them, 
because tliere were none that should escape ; for 
both the multitude, and the rulers, when they heard 
htm, had no concern about what tliey heard ; but 
being displeased at what was said, as if tlie prophet 
were a diviner against the king, they accused Jere- 
miah ; and bringing him before tlie court, they re- 
quired that a sentence and a punishment might be 
given against him. Now all the rest gave their 
votes for his condemnation, but the elders refused, 
who prudently sent away the prophet from the court 
[of the prison], and persuaded the rest to do Jere- 
miah no harm ; for they said that he was not the 
only person who foretold what would come to the 
city, but that Micah signified the same before him, 
as well as many otlters, none of wliom suffered any 
tiling of tlie kings tliat then reigned, but were ho-^C 
noured as the prophets of God. So they mollified 
the multitude with these words, and delivered Je- 
remiah from the punishment to which he was con- 
demned. Now when tliis prophet had written all 
his propheries, and the people were fasting, and 
assembled at the temple, on the ninth month of the 
fifth year of Jehoiakim, he read the book he had 
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eomposed of hiB predietioiis of vhat was to befal 
the dty, and the temple, and the multitude ; and 
when the rulers heard of it, they took the book 
from him, and bade him and Baruch the scribe to 
go their ways, lest they should be disoovered by 
one or other ; but they carried the book, and gave 
it to the king ; so he gave order in the presence of 
his friends, that his scribe should take it and read 
it When the king heard what it contained, he 
was angry and tore it, and cast it into the fire, 
where it was eonsumed. He also commanded thai 
they should seek for Jeremiah and Baruch the 
scribe, and bring them to him, that they might be 
punished* However, they escaped his anger. 

S. Now a litMe time afterwards, the king of Ba- 
bylon made an expedition against Jehoiakim, whom 
he reeeiTed [into the eity], and this out of fear of 
the foregoing predictions of this prophet, as suppo- 
sing that he should suffer nothing that was terrible, 
because he neither shut the gates, nor fought against 
him ; yet when he was come into the city, he did 
not observe the covenants he had made ; but he 
slew such ns were in the flower of their age, and 
sueh as were of the greatest dignity, together with 
their king Jehoiakim, whom he commanded to be 
thrown iMfore the walls, without any burial ; and 
made his son Jehoiachin king of the country and 
of the tity : he also took the principal persons in 
dignity for captives, three thousand in number, and 
led them away to Babylon ; among whom was the 
prophet Ezekiel, who was then but young. And 
this was the end of king Jehoiakim, when he had 
lived thoty-six years, and of them reigned eleven. 
But Jehoiachin succeeded him in the kingdom, 
whose mother's name was Nehushta; she was a 
eitiaeii of Jerusalem. He reigned three months 
and ten days. 



CHAPTER VII. 

VBAT THB KINO OF BABTLOK REPBIITBO OF MAKTMO 
JBHOIACHIN KINO, AND TOOK HIM AWAY TO BABY- 
LON, AND DBLIVBBEOTHS KINGDOM TO ZBDBKIAH. 
THIS KINO WOULD NOT BBL1BVB WHAT WAS PUB- 
DICTKD BY JBRBH1AH AND BKEK1BL, BUT JOINED 
HIMSELF TO THE EOYPTIANS ; WHO, WHEN THEY 
CAME INTO JUDBA, WERE VANQUISHED BY THE 
XINO OF BABYLON ; AS ALSO WHAT BEFEL JERB- 
KIAH. 

f 1. But a terror seized on the king of Babylon, 
who had given the kingdom to Jehoiachin, and that 
immediately ; he was afraid that he should bear 
him a grudge^ because of his killing his lather, and 
thereupon Aould make the country revolt from him ; 
whenfore he seat an army, and besieged Jehoia- 
eiun in Jerasalem ; but because he was of a gen- 
tle and just dispositwn, he did not desire to see the 
dty endangered on his account, but he took his rao- 
thor and lUndred, and delivered them to the eom- 
mandan sent by the kins of Babyk>n, and aeeepted 
of their oaths, tliat neimer should they suffer any 
harm, n(nr the eity ; whieh agreement they did not 
uh ss inj lor a single year, for the king of Babylon 
did not keep it, Ixit gave orders to his generaJs to 
take all that were in the city captives, both the 
voath and the handicraftsmen, and bring them 
iwaBd to hias ; ^ntke nomber was ten thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-two ; as also Jehoiachin, 



and his ^nother and friends ; and when these were 
brought to him, he kept them in custody, and ap- 
pointed Jehoiachin^s undo, Zedekiah, to be king ; 
and made him take an oath, that he would certainly 
keep the kingdom for him, and make no innovation, 
nor nave any league of friendship with the Egjrptians: 

2. Now Zedekiah was twenty-and-one years old 
when he took the government ; and had the same 
mother with his brother Jehoiakim, but was a des- 
piser of justice and of his duty, for truly those of 
the same age with him were wicked about him, and 
(he whole multitude did what unjust and insolent 
things they pleased ; for which reason the prophet . 
Jeremiah came often to him, and protested to him, 
and insisted that he must leave off his impieties 
and transgressions, and take care of what was right, 
and neither give ear to the rulers (among whom 
were wicked men) nor give credit to their iaJap 
prophets who deluded ihem, as if the king of Ba- 
bylun would make no more vrar against liim, and 
as if the Egyptians would make war against him, 
and conquer him, since what they said was not true ; 
and tlie events would not prove such [as they ex- 
pected]. Now as to Zedekiah himself, whUe he 
heard the prophet speak, he believed him, and 
agreed to every thing as true, and supposed it was 
for his advantage ; but then his friends perverted 
him, and dissuaded him from what the prophet ad* 
vised, and obliged him to do what they pleased. 
Ezekiel also foretold in Babylon what caJamities 
were coming upon the people, which when he heard, 
he sent accounts of them unto Jerusalem ; but Ze- 
dekiah did not believe their prophecies, for tlie tea* 
son following : — It happened that the two prophets 
agreed with one another in what they said as in all 
oilier things, that the city should be taken, and Ze- 
dekiah himself should be taken captive ; but Eze- 
kiel disagreed with him, and said, that Zedekiah 
should not see Babylon ; while Jeremiah said to 
him, that tlie king of Babylon should carry him 
away thither in bonds ; and because they did not 
both say the same thing as to this circumstance, he 
disbelieved what they both appeared to agree in, 
and condemned them as not speaking truth therein, 
although all the tilings foretold did come to pass 
accordmg to their prophecies, as we shall show 
upon a fitter opportunity. 

3. Now when Zedekiah had preserved the league 
of mutual assistance he had made with the Baby- 
lonians for eight years, he brake it, and revolted to 
the Egyptians, in hopes, by their assistance, of 
overcoming the Babylonians. When the king of 
Babylon Imew this he made war against him : he 
laid his country waste, and took his fortified towns, 
and came to the city Jerusalem itself to besiege it : 
but when the king of Egypt heard what circum- 
stances Zedekiah his ally was in, he took a great 
army with him, and came into Judea, as if he would 
raise the siege ; upon which the king of Babylon 
departed from Jerusalem, and met the Egyptians, 
and joined battle with them, and beat them ; and 
when he had put them to flight, he pursued them, 
and drove them out of all Syria. Now as soon as 
the king of Babylon was departed fW)m Jerusalem, 
the false prophets deceived Zedekiah, and said, that 
the king of Babylon would not any more make war 
against him or his people, nor remove them out of 
their own country into Babylon ; and that those 
then in captivity would return, wi& all those ves- 
sels of the temple, of whieh the king of Babylon 
had despoiled th%t temple. But Jeremiah oanw 
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among them, and prophesied what contradicted 
tiiose predictions, and what proved to be true, that 
they Old ill, and deluded the king ; that the Egyp- 
tians would be of no advantage to them, but that 
the king of Babylon would renew the war against 
Jerusalem, and besiege it again, and would destroy 
the i)6ople by £unine, and carry away those that 
remained into captivity, and would take away what 
they had as spoils, and would cany off those riches 
that were in the temple ; nay, that, besides this, he 
would bum it, and utterly overthrow the city, and 
that they should serve him and his posterity seventy 
years ; and then the Persians and the Modes should 
* put an end to their servitude, and overthrow the 
Babylonians ; ** and that we shall be dismissed, and 
return to this hmd, and rebuild the temple, and re- 
store Jerusalem."* — When Jeremiah said this, the 
greater part believed him ; but the rulers, and 
those that were wicked, despised him, as one dis- 
ordered in his senses. Now he had resolved to go 
elsewhere, to his own country, which was called 
Anathotli, and was twenty furlongs distant from 
Jerusalem ; and as he was going, one of the rulers 
met him, and seized upon him, and accused him 
falsely, as though he were going as a deserter to 
the Babylonians ; but Jeremiah said that he ac- 
cused him falsely, and added, that he was only 
going to his own country ; but the other would not 
believe him, but seized upon him, and led him away 
to the rulers, and laid an accusation against him, 
under whom he endured all sorts of torments and 
tortures, and was reserved to be punished ; and 
this was the condition he was in for some time, 
while he suffered what I have already described 
unjustly. 

4. Now, in the ninth year of the reign of Zede- 
kiah, on the tenth day of the tenth month, the king 
of Babylon made a second expedition against Je- 
rusalem, and lay before it eighteen months, and be- 
sieged it with the utmost application. There came 
upon them also two of the gi*eatest calamities, at 
the same time that Jerusalem was besieged, a fa- 
mine and a pestilential distemper, and made great 
havoc of them : and though the prophet Jeremiah 
was in prison, he did not rest, but cried out, and 
proclaimed aloud, and exhorted the multitude to 
open their gates, and admit the king of Babylon, 
for that, if they did so, they should be preserved, 
and their whole families ; but if they did not so, 
they should be destroyed ; and he foretold, that if 
any one staid in the city, he should certainly perish 
by one of tliese ways, — either be consumed by the 
famine, or slain by the enemy's sword ; but tiiat if he 
would fly to the enemy he should escape death : yet 
did not these rulers who heard believe him, even 
when they were in the midst of their sore calamities; 
but thev came to the king, and, in theur anger, in- 
formed him what Jeremiah said, and accused him, 
and complained of the prophet as of a madman, 
and one that disheartened their minds, and, by the 
denunciation of miseries, weakened the alacrity of 
the multitude, who were otherwise ready to expose 
themselves to dangers for him, and for their coun- 
try, while he, in a way of threatening, warned them 
to fly to the enemy, and told them that tiie city 
should certainly be taken, and be utterly destroyed. 

5. But for the king himself, he was not at all 

' Jompnxu Mf* h«iw. that Jeremlith prophMled not oalyoTth* ratum 
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and even toe aty Jenuiilein, Which doee not appear in oar eopta under 
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irritated against Jeremiah, such was his gentle and 
righteous disposition ; yet, that he might not be en« 
gaged in a quarrel with those rulers at such a time, 
by opposing what they intended, he let them do 
with the prophet whatBoever they would : where- 
upon, when the long had granted them such a per- 
mission, they presently came into the prison and 
took him, and let him down with a cord into a pit 
full of mire, that he might be suffocated, and die 
of himself. So he stood up to the neck in the mire^ 
which was all about him, and so continued : but 
there was one of the king's servants, who was in es- 
teem with him, an Ethiopian by descent, who told 
the king what a state the prophet was in, and said 
that bis friends and his rulers had done evil in put- 
ting the prophet into the mire, and by that means 
contriving against him that he should suffer a death 
more bitter than that by his bonds only. When 
the king heard this, he repented of his having de- 
livered up the prophet to the rulers, and bade the 
Ethiopian take thirty men of the king's guards, and 
cords with them, and whatsoever else mey under- 
stood to be necessary for the prophet's preservation, 
and to draw him up immediately. So the Ethiopi- 
an took the men that he was ordered to take, and 
drew up the prophet out of the mire, and left him 
at liberty in the prison. 

6. Butwhenthe king had sent tocallhimprivately, 
and inquired what he could say to him from God, 
which might be suitable to his present circumstan- 
ces, and desired him to inform him of it, Jeremiah 
replied, that he had somewhat to say ; but he said 
withal, be should not be believed, nor, if he admo- 
nished them, should he be hearkened to ; *< for," 
said he, " Thy friends have determined to destroy 
me, as though I had been guilty of some widtedness: 
and where are now those men who deceived us, and 
said that the king of Babylon would not come and 
fight against us any more ! but I am afraid now to 
speak the truth, lest thou shouldest condemn me to 
die." And when the kine had assured him upon 
oath that he would neither himself put him to death, 
nor deliver him up to the rulers, he became bold 
upon that assurance that was given him, and gave 
him this advioe : — That he should deliver the city 
up to the Babylonians ; and he said, that it was 
God who prophesied tins by him, that [he must do 
so] if he would be preserved, and escape out of the 
dajiger he was in, and that then neither should the 
city fall to the ground, nor should the temple be 
burned ; but that [if he disobeyed], he would be 
the cause of these miseries coming upon the citizens, 
and of the calamity that would befal his whole 
house. When the long heard this, he said, that ho 
would willingly do what he persuaded him to, and 
what he declared would be to his advantage, but 
that he was afraid of those of his own country that 
had fallen away to the Babylonians, lest he should 
be accused by them to the king of Babylon, and be 
punished. But the prophet encouraged him, and 
said he had no cause to fear such punishment, for 
that he should not have the experience of any mis- 
fortune, if he would deliver all up to the Babyloni- 
ans ; neither himself, nor his children, nor his 
wives, and that the temple should then continue 
unhurt. So when Jeremiah had said tins, the king 
let him go, and charged him to betray what they 
had resolved on to none of the citixens, nor to teU 
any of these matters to any of the rulers, if they 
should have learned that he had been sent for, and 
Hhould inquire of him what it was that he was sent 
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ior, and what he had said to him ; but to pretend 
to them that he besought him that he might not be 
kept in bonds and in prison. And indeed he said 
ao to them, for they came to the prophet, and asked 
him what adyice it was that he came to give the 
king rehiting to them : and thus I have finished 
what oonoems this matter. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

HOW THB KINQ OP BABTLON TOOK JBRUSALBM AND 
BURNT THE TBXPLB, AND RBMOTED TBI PBOPLB OP 

, JERUSALEM AND ZEDEKIAB TO BABTLON. AS ALSO, 
WHO THKT WBRB THAT HAD SUOCBEDBD IN THB 

' HIOa-PBIBSTHOOD UNDER THB KINGS. 

I 1. Now the kin^ of Babylon was very intent and 
earnest upon the siege of Jerusalem ; and he erect • 
ed towers upon great banks of earth, and fi-om them 
repelled those that stood upon the walls : he also 
made a great number of such banks round about 
the whole city, the height of which was equal to 
those waUs. However, those that were within bore 
the siege with courage and alacrity, for they were 
not diBoonraged, either by famine or by the pesti- 
lentlai distemper, but were of cheerful minds in the 
prosecution of the war, although those miseries 
within oppressed them also ; and they did not suffer 
themselves to be terrified, either by the contrivances 
of the enemy, or by their engines of war^ but con- 
trived still different engines to oppose all the other 
withal, till indeed there seemed to be an entire 
struggle between the Babylonians and the people 
of Jerusalem, who had the greater sagacity and 
skill ; the former party supposing they should be 
thereby too hard for tbe other, for the destruction 
of the city ; the latter placing their hopes of deli- 
veimnce in nothing else but iu persevenng in such 
inventions, in opposition to the other, as might de- 
monstrate the enemy's engines were useless to them; 
and this siege they endured for eighteen months, 
until they were destroyed by the famine, and by 
tlie darts which the enemy threw at them from the 
towers. 

2. Now the city was taken on the ninth day of 
the fourth month, in the eleventh year of tlie reign 
of Zedekiah. They were indeed only generals of 
the king of Babylon, to whom Nebuchadnezzar 
committed the care of the siege, for he abode him- 
self in the city of Riblah. The names of these ge- 
nerals who ravaged and subdued Jerusalem, if any 
one desire to know them, were these : Nergal Sha- 
rezer, Samgar Nebo, Rabearis, Sarsechim, and 
Rabmag ; and when the city was taken about mid- 
night, and the enemy's generals were entered into 
the temple, and when Zedekiah was sensible of it, 
he took nis wives and his diildren, and his captains 
and friends, and with them fled out of the city, 
through tbe fortified ditch, and through the desert ; 
and when certain of the deserters had informed the 
Babylonians of this, at break of day, they made 
haste to pursue after 2jedekiah, and overtook him 
not fSsr from Jericho, and encompassed him about 
But for those friends and captains of Zedekiah who 
had fled out of the city with him, when they saw 
their enemies near them, they left him and dispersed 
themselves, some one Mray and soiite another, and 
every one resolved to save himself ; so the enemy 
took Zedekiah alive, when he was deserted by all , 
Q 



but a few, with his children and his wives, and 
brought him to the king. When he was come, Ne- 
buchadnezzar began to call him a wicked wretch^ 
and a covenant-bi*eaker, and one that had forgottea 
his former words, when he promised to keep the 
country for him. He also reproached him for his 
ingratitude, that when he had received the kingdom 
from him, who had taken it from Jehoiachin, and 
given it him, he had made use of the power he nive 
him against him that gave it : " but," said he, << God 
great, who hateth that conduct of thine, and hath 
brought thee under us.*' And when he bad used 
these words to Zedekiah, he commanded his sons 
and his friends to be slain, while Zedekiah and the 
rest of the captains looked on ; after which he put 
out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him, and car- 
ried him to Babylon. And these thines happened 
to him,* as Jeremiah and Ezekiel had foretold to 
him, that he should be caught, and brought before 
tbe king of Babylon, and should speak to him face 
to face, and should see his eyes with his own eyes ; 
and thus far did Jeremiah prophesy. But he was 
also made blind, and brougnt to Babylon, bnt did 
not see it, according to the prediction of Ezekiel. 

3. We have said thus much, because it was suf- 
ficient to show the nature of God to such as are ig- 
norant of it, that it is various, and acts many dif- 
ferent ways, and that all events happen after a re- 
gular manner, in their proper season, and that it 
foretels what must come to pass. It is also suffi- 
cient to show the ignorance and incredulity of men, 
whereby they are not permitted to foresee any thing 
that is future, and are, without any guard, exposed 
to cahmiities, so that it is impossible for them to 
avoid the experience of those calamities. 

^ 4. And after this manner have the kings of Da- 
vid's race ended their lives, being in number twen- 
ty-one, until the hist king, who aU together reigned 
five hundred and fourteen years, and six months, 
and ten days : of whom Saul, who was their fimt 
king, retained the government twenty years, though 
he vras not of the same tribe with the rest. 

5. And now it was that the king of Babylon aent 
Nebuzaradan, the general of his army, to Jerusa- 
lem, to pillage the temple ; who had it also in com- 
mand to bum it and toe royal paUce, and to lay 
the city even witli the ground, and to transplant 
the people into Babylon. Accordingly he came to 
Jerusalem, in the eleventh year of king Zedekiah, 
pillaged the temple, and carried out the vessels of 
God, both gold and silver, and particularly that 
large laver which Solomon dedicated, as also the 
pilUrs of brass, and their chapiters, with the golden 
tables and the candlesticks : and when he lu^ car- 
ried these off, he set fire to the temple in tlie fifth 
month, the first day of the month, m the eleventh 
year of the reign of 2^dekiah, and in the eighteenth 
year of Nebuchadnezzar ; he also burnt the pahwie, 
and overthrew the city. Now the temple was burnt 
four hundred and seventy years, six months, and 
ten days, after it was built. It was then one thou- 
sand and sixty- two years, six months, and ten days, 
from the departure out of Egypt ; and from the 
Deluge to the destruction of the temple, the whole 
interval was one thousand nine hundred and fifty- 
seven years, six months, and ten days ; but from the 

' This obMrvmtkMi of JoMpbu aboat Um MMwlBg fllittwmil ol 
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gonanitioii of Adam, until thin heteL the temple, 
there were three thoonod five hundred end thirteen 
years, six months, end ten days ; so great was the 
number of vears hereto belonging ; and what ae- 
tioirii were done during these years, we have parti- 
cularly related. Bat ue general of the Babylonian* 
king now overthrew the oity to the very foundations, 
and remoYed all the people, and took for prisoners 
the high-priest Seraiah, and 2jephaniah the priest 
that was next to him, and the rulers that guarded 
the temple, who were three in number and the 
eunuch who was over the armed men, and seven 
firiends of Zedekiah, and his scribe, and sixty other 
rulers ; all whom, ti^ther with the vessels they 
had pillaged, he earned to the kin^ of Babylon to 
Riblah, a city of Syria. So the kmg commanded 
the heads of the hiKb-priest and of the rulers to be 
cut off there ; but ne himself led all the captives 
and Zekekiah to Babylon. He also led Josedek 
the hicfa-priest away bound. He was the son of 
Seraiah the hi^h-pnest, whom the king of Babylon 
lud shun in Riblah, a dty of Syiia^ as we just now 
reUted. 

S. And BOW, because we have enumerated the 
sttcoeasioB of the kings, and who they were, and 
bow k>Bg they reigned, I think it necessarv to set 
down the names of the high-priests, and who they 
were that succeeded one another in the hi^-priest- 
hood under the kinn. The first high-prieet then 
at the temple which Solomon built was Zadok ; 
after him his son Achimas received that dignity ; 
after Achimas was Azarias ; his son waa Joram, 
and Joram's son was Isus ; after him was Ax- 
ioramus ; hie son was Phideas, and Phideas* son 
was Sudeas, and Sudeaa' son was Juelus, and Jue- 
lus' son was Jotham, and Jotbam's son was Nerias, 
and Nerias' son was Odeas, and his son was Sallu- 
mus, and Sallumus' son was Elcias, and his son [was 
Azarias, and his son] was Saieas,* and his son was 
Josedec, who was carried captive to Babylon. All 
these received the high-priesthood by succession, 
the sons from their father. 

7. When the king was come to Babylon, he kept 
Zedekiah in prison until he died, and buried him 
magnificently, and dedicated the vessels he had pil- 
laged out of the temple of Jerusalem to his own 
CMS, and planted the people in the country of Ba- 
bykm> but freed the high-priest firom his bonds. 



CHAPTER IX. 

_:.1I0W MBDCZAlUDAjr SKT GBDALIAH OVER THS JBWS 
TEAT WBAB LEFT IN JUDBA, WHICH QWDAL1AS. WAS 
A UITLB AFTB&WABOS SLAIN BT ISHMAEL ; AND 
HOW JOHANAN, AFTBB ISHMAEL WAS DRIVEN AWAY, 
WENT DOWN INTO BOYPT WITH THB PEOPLE ; 
WHICH PEOPLE NEBUCHADNEZZAB, WHEN HE HADB 
AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THB EGYPTIANS, TOOK 
■ CAPT1VB AND BBOUOHT THEM AWAY TO BABYLON. 

I 1. Now the general of the anny, Nebuzaradan, 
when he had carried the people of the Jews into 
captivity, left the poor, and thoae that had deserted, 
in the country ; and made one, whose name was 



Gedaiiah, the son of Ahikam, m person ol 
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of a noblo 
family, Iheir governor ; which Gedaiiah was of a 
gentle and righteous dispoeition. He also com- 
manded them that they should cultivate the nound, 
and pay an appointed tribute to the king. He also 
took Jeremiah the prophet out of prison, and would 
have persuaded him to go along with him to Baby- 
lon, for that he had been enioined by the kins to 
supply him with whatsoever he wanted ; and if he 
did not like to do so, he desired him to inform him 
whero he resolved to dwell, that he might signify 
the same to the king. But the prophet hi^ no 
mind to follow him, nor to dwell anywhere else, but 
would gladly live in the ruins of his country, and 
in the miserable remains of it When the genial 
understood what his purpose was, he enjoincnl 
Gedaiiah, whom he left behind, to take all possible 
caro of him, and to supply him with whatsoever ho 
wanted ; so when he had given him rich preeentSy 
he dismissed him. Accordingly, Jeremiah abode 
in a city of that country, which was called Mispah ; 
and desired of Nebnzaiadan that he would set al 
liberty his disdple Baruch,t the son of Neriah, one 
of a very eminent fiunily, and exceeding akilfiil in 
the language of his country. 

2. When Nebuzaradan had done thus, he made 
haste to Babylon ; but as to those that fled away 
during the siege of Jerusalem, and had been scat- 
tered over the country, when they heard that the 
Babytonians were goneaway, and had lefta remnant 
in the knd of JenaBalem, and those such as were to 
cultivate tiie same, they came together from all 
parts to Gedaiiah to MispUi. Now the rulers that 
were over them were Johanan, the son of Kareah, 
and Jezaniah, and SeraiiUi, and others beside them. 
Now there was of the royal fcunily one Ishmael, 
a wicked man, and very crafty, who, during the 
siege of Jerusalem, fied to BaaUs, king of the Am- 
monites, apd abode with him during that time ; 
and Gedaiiah persuaded them, now they were 
there, to stay with him, and to have no fear of the 
Babylonians, for that if they would cultivate the 
country, they should suffer no harm. This he as- 
sured them of by oath ; and said that they should 
have him for their patron, and that if any disturb- 
ance should arise, they should find him ready to 
defend them. He also advised them to dwell in 
any dty, as every one of them pleased ; and that 
they would send men along with his own servants, 
and rebuild their houses upon the old foundations, 
and dwell there ; and he admonished them before- 
hand, that they should make preparation, while the 
SMson lasted, of com, and wine, and oil, that they 
miffht have whereon to feed during the winter. 
When he had thus disooursed to them, he diamia- 
sed them, that every one might dwell in what part 
of the country he pleased. 

3. Now when this report was spread abroad as 
far as the nations that bordered on Judea, that 
Gedaiiah kindly entertained those that came to 
him, after diey had fled away, upon this [only] 
condition, that they should pay tribute to the king 
of Babylon, they also came readily to Gedaiiah, 
and inhabited the country. And when Johanaoi 
and the rulere that were with him, obeerved the 
country, and the humanity of Gedaiiah, they were 
exceedingly in love with him, and told him that 
Baalis, the king of the Ammonites, had sent Inh- 
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1 to kill him bjr irmebiay, and aecretly that he 
might have the dominion over the Israelites, u 
being of the royal family ; and they said that he 
might deliyer hlmeelf from this treacherous design, 
if he would give them leave to elay Ishmael, and 
nobody should know it, ibr they told him they were 
afraid thai when he was killed by the other, the en* 
tire ruin of the remaining strength of the Isnelites 
would ensue. But he professed that he did not be* 
lieve what they said, when they told him of soeh a 
treacherous design, in a man that had been wdl 
treated by him ; because it was not probable that 
one who, under such a want of all things, had £uled 
of Dothhig that was necessary for him, should be 
found so wicked and ungrateful towards his bene- 
factor, that when it would be an instance of wicked- 
ness in him not to save him had he been treachei^ 
ooaly assaulted by others, to endeavour, and that 
earnestly, to kill him with his own hand : that» 
however, if he ought to suppose this information 
to be tme, it was better for himself to be slain by 
the other, than destroy a man who fled to him for 
refuge, and entrusted his own safety to him, and 
oonmiitted himself to his disposaL 

4 . So Johanan, and the rulers that were with him, 
not being able to penuade Gedaliah, went away : 
but after the interval of thirty days waa over, Ish- 
mael came again to Gedaliah, to the city oi Mispah, 
and ten men came with him : and when he had 
feasted Ishmael, and those that were with him, in 
a splendid manner at his table, and had given tliem 
present^ he became disordered in drink, while he 
endeavoured to be very merry with them : and when 
Ishmael saw him in that case, and that he was 
drowned in his cups to the degree of insensibility, 
and iailen asleep, he rose up on a sudden, with his 
ten friends, and slew Gedahah and those that were 
with him at the feast ; and when he had slain them, 
he went ont by night, and slew aU the Jews that 
were in the city, and those soldiers also which were 
left therein by the Babylonians ; but the next day 
fimrsoore men came out of the country with pre- 
sents to Gedaliah, none of them knowing what Aad 
be&Uen him ; when Ishmael saw them, he invited 
them in to Gedaliah, and when they were come in, 
he shot up the court and slew them, and cast their 
dead bodies down into a certain deep pit, that they 
might not be seen ; but of these foursoore men Ish^ 
mael spared those that entreated him not to kill 
them, till they had delivered up to him what riches 
they had concealed in the fields, consisting of theur 
fvmitare, and garments, and com : but he took 
captive the people that were in Mispah, with their 
wives and children ; among whom were the daogh- 
tats of kuig Zedekiah, whom Nebumradan, the ge- 
neral of the army of Babvlen, had left with Geda- 
liah ; and when he had done this, he came to the 
king of the Ammonites. 

5. But when Johanan and the mlers with him 
heard of what was done at Mispah by Ishmael, aad 
«f the death of Gedaliah, they had indignation at it, 
and every one of them took his own armed men, 
and came suddenly to fight widi Ishmael, and over- 
took bin at the fountain in Hebron : and when 
theee that were carried away captives by Ishmael, 
saw Johanan and the rulers, they were very glad, 
and looked upon them as oomine to thdr assistanee ; 
so they left hmi that had carried them captives, and 
eame over to Johanan : then Ishmael, with eiffht 
men, fled to the king of the Ammonites ; but Jo- 
hanan took those whom he had rescued out of the 



hands of Ishmael, and the eunuchs, and their wivet 
and children, and came to a certain plaoe called 
Mandara, and theie they abode tiiat day, for they 
had determined to remove from thence and go into 
£^ypty out of fear, lest the Babvlonians shoiud sky 
them, in case they continued m the eoontrvy and 
that out of anger at the slaughter of Gedaliah^ who 
had been by them set over it for governor. 

6. Now while they were under this dehberationy 
Johanan, the son of Kareah, and the rulen that 
were with hi&, came to Jeremiah the prophet, and 
desired that he would pray to God, mat because 
they were at an utter loss what they are to do, he 
would discover it to them, and they sware that Uiey 
would do whatsoever Jeremiah should sav to them : 
and when the prophet said that he would be theur 
intercessor with God, it came to pass, that after tea 
days God appeared to him, and said, that he should 
inform Johanan and the other rulers aad all the 
people, that he would be with them while they con^ 
tinned in that country, and take care of them, and 
keep them from being hurt by the Babylonians, ol 
whom they were afraid ; but that he would desert 
them if they went into ^ff^i ; and, out of his wrath 
against them, would inflict the same pnnishmenta 
upon them which they knew theur brethren had al- 
ready endured. So when the jprophet had informed 
Johanan and the people that God had foretold these 
things, he was not believed, when he said that God 
commanded them to continue in that country ; but 
they iinaf[ined that he said so to gratify Baruch, his 
own disciple, and belied God, and that he per- 
suaded them to stay there^ that they mig^ be de- 
stroyed by the Babylonians. Acoordingly, both the 
people and Johanan disobeyed the oounael of God^ 
which he gave them by the prophet, and removed 
into Egypt^ and earned Jeremiah and Bamcb 
along with them. 

7. And when they were there, God agnified ta 
the prophet that the king of Babyhm was about 
makmg an expedition against the Egyptians, and 
commanded him to Ibretol to the people that Egypt 
should be taken, and the king of Bitbylon should 
slay some of them, and should take othen e^>tive, 
and bring them to Babybn ; which things came te 
psss accordingly ; for on the fifth year after the 
destruction of Jerusalem, which was the twenty- 
third of the reign of Nebuchadneamr, he made an 
expedition agamst Celesvria ; and when he had 
possessed hunself of it, he made war against the 
Ammonites and Moabites ; and when hehad bmn^t 
all those nations under subjection, he fell upon 
^.SyP^ ^ order to overthrow it ; and he dew tlie 
king that then reigned,* and set up another : and 
he took those Je«s that were there a^itives, and 
led them away to Babybm ; and suoh was the end 
of the nation of the Hebrews, as it hath been de- 
livered down to us, it having twioe gone beyond 
Euphrates ; for the people of the ten tribea were 
carried out of Samaria by the Asqrriana in thedays 
of king Hoshea ; after which the people of the two 
tribes that remained after Jerusalem was taken 
[were carried away] by Nebuchadnezzar, the king 
of Babylon and Chaldea. Now as to Shalmanezer, 
he removed the Israelites out of their country, and 
placed therein the nation ot the Cutheans, who had 
formerly belonged to the inner parte of Persia and 
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Media, bat were then called 8amarUan$, by taking 
the name of the country to which they were re- 
moved ; but the king of Babylon, who brought out 
the two tribes,* placed no other nation in their 
oonntry, by which means all Judea and Jerusalem, 
and the temple, contiuaed to be a desert for seventy 
years ; but the entire interval of time which passed 
from the owtivity of the Israelites, to the car- 
rying away of the two tribes, proved to be a hun- 
dred and thirty years, six months, aiyl ten days. 



CHAPTER X. 

CONCIBNINO DAHIKL, AND WHIT BBFBL HIK AT 
BABTLON. 

I I. But now Nebuchadneazar, kin^ of Babylon, 
took some of the most noble of tiie Jews that were 
cliildren, and the kinsmen of Zedekiah their kin^, 
such as were remarkable for the beauty of their 
bodies and the comeliness of their countenances, 
and delivered them into the hands of tutors, and to 
the improvement to be made by them. He also 
made some of them to be eunuchs ; which course 
he took also with those of other nations whom he 
had taken in the flower of their age, and afforded 
them their diet from his own table, and had them 
instructed in the institutes of the country, and 
taught the learning of the Chaldeans ; and they had 
now exercised themselves sufficiently in that wis- 
dom which he had ordered thev shoura apply them- 
selves to. Now among these there were four of tlie 
family of Zedekiah, of most excellent dispositions ; 
the one of whom was called Daniel, another Ana- 
nias, another Misael, and the fourth Azarias : and 
the king of Babylon changed tlieir names, and com- 
manded that they should make use of other names. 
Daniel he called Baltasar ; Ananias, Shadrach ; 
Misael, Meshach ; and Azarias, Abednego. These 
the king had in esteem, and continued to love, be* 
cause of the very excellent temper they were of, 
and because of their application to learning, and 
the progress they had made in wisdom. 

2. Now Daniel and his kinsmen had resolved to 
use a severe diet, and to abstain from those kinds 
of food which came from the king's table, and en^ 
tarsly to forbear to eat of all living creatures : so 
he came to Ashpenaz, who was that eunuch to whom 
the care of them was oommitted,t and desired him 
to take and spend what was brought for them from 
the king ; but to give them pulse and dates for 
their fMd, and any thing else, besides the flesh 
of living ereatnres, that hb pleased, for that tbe^ in- 
elinations were to that sort of food, and that they 
4espi8ed the other. He replied, tliat he was ready 
to serve them in what they desired, but he suspected 
that they would be disoovered by the king, from 
their meagre bodies, and the alteration of their 
oounteoanees ; because it could not be avoided but 
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their bodies and colours most be changed with their 
diet, especially while they would be clearly disco- 
vered by the finer appearance of the other childrony 
who would fare better, and thus they should bring 
him into danger, and occasion him to be punished : 
yet did they persuade Arioch, who was thus fesrful 
to give them what food they desired for ten days, 
by way of trial ; and in case the habit of thev bo- 
dies were not altered, to go on in the same way, aa 
expecting that thev should not be hurt thereby af- 
terwards ; but if he saw them look meagre, and 
worse than the rest, he should reduce them to their 
former diet. Now when it appeared that they were 
so far from becoming worse by the use of this food, 
that they grew plumper and fuller in body than the 
rest, insomuch, that he thought those who fed on 
what came from the king's table seemed less 

{>lump and full, while those that were with Daniel 
ooked as if they had lived in plen^, and in all 
sorts of luxury, Arioch, from that time, securely 
took himself what the king sent every day from 
his supper, according to custom, to the children, 
but cave them the forementioned diet, while 
tliey had their souls in some measure more pure, 
and less burdened, and so fitter for learning, and 
had tlicir bodies in better tune for liard labour ; for 
thev neither had the former oppressed and heavy 
with variety of meats, nor were Uie other effeminate 
on tlie same account ; so they readily understood 
all tlie learning that was among the Hebrews, and 
among the Chaldeans, as especially did Daniel, who, 
being already skilled in wisdom, was very busy 
about the interpretation of dreams : and God ma- 
nifested himself to him. 

3. Now two vears after the destruction of Egypt, 
king Nebuchadnezzar saw a wonderful dream, the 
accomplishment of which God showed him in his 
sleep ; but when he arose out of his bed, he forgot 
the accomplisliment : so he sent for the Chaldeans 
and madcians, and the prophets, and told them 
that lie had seen a dream, and informed them that 
he had forgotten the acoomplishment of what he 
had seen, and he enjoined them to tell him both 
what the dream was, and wliat was its signification ; 
and they said that tliis was a thing impossible to 
be discovered by men ; but they promised him, 
that if he would explain to them what dream he 
had seen, they would tell him its signification. 
Hereupon he threatened to put them to death, un- 
less they told him his dream : and he gave com- 
mand to have them all put to death, since they 
confessed they could not do what they were com- 
manded to do. Now when Daniel heard that the 
king had given a command that all the wise men 
should be put to death, and that among them him- 
self and his three kinsmen were in danger, he went 
to Arioch, who was captain of the king's guards, 
and desired to know of him what was the reason 
why the king had given command that all the wise 
men, and Chaldeans, and magicians, should be 
slain. So when he had learned that tiie king had 
had a dream, and he had forgotten it, and that 
when they were enjoined to inform the king of it» 
they had said they could not do it, and had thereby 
provoked him to anger, he desirsd of Arioch that 
he would go in to the lung, and desire respite for the 
magicians for one night, and to put off their 
slaughter so long, for that he hoped within that 
time to obtain, by prayer to God, me knowledse ol 
the dream. Aocoraingly Arioch informed the king 
of what Daniel desirod : so the king bid them 
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delay the slaaghter of the magicians till he knew 
what Daniel*8 promise would come to ; but the 
yotrng man retired to his own house, with his kins- 
men, and besought God that whole night to disco- 
ver the dream, and thereby deliver the magicians 
and Clialdeans, with whom they were themselves 
to perish, from the king's anger, by enabling him 
to declare his vision, and to make manifest what 
the king had seen the night before in his sleep, but 
had forgotten it Accordingly, God, out of pity to 
those ihsii were in danger, and out of regard to the 
wisdom of Daniel, made known to him the dream 
and its interpretation, that so the king might un- 
derstand by him its signification also. When 
Daniel had obtained this knowledge from God, he 
arose Tery joyful, and told it his brethren, and 
made them glad, and to hope well that they diould 
now preserve their lives, of which they despaired 
before, and had their minds full of nothing but tlie 
thoughts of dying. So when he had witli them 
returned thanks to God, who had commiserated 
their youth, when it was day he came to Arioch, 
and desired him to bring him to the king, because 
he would discover to him that dream which he had 
seen the night before. 

4. When Daniel was come in to the king, he ex- 
cused himself first, that he did not pretend to be 
wiser than the other Chaldeans and magicians, 
when, upon their entire inability to discover his 
dream, he was undertaking to inform him of it ; 
for tLis was not by his own skill, or on account of 
his having better cultivated his understanding than 
the rest ; but he said, *< God hath had pity upon 
us, when we were in clanger of death, and when 1 
prated for the life of myself, and of those of my 
own nation, hatli made midfeet to me both tlie 
dream and tlie interpretation thereof ; for I was 
not less concerned for thy glory than for the sorrow 
that we were by thee condemned to die, while thou 
didst so unjustly command men, both good and 
excellent in themselves, to be put to death, when 
thou enjoinedst them to do what was entirely above 
the reach of human wisdom, and requiredst of tliem 
what was only the work of God. Wherefore, as 
thou in thy sleep was solicitous concerning those 
that should succeed thee in the government of the 
whole world, God was desirous to show thee all 
those that should reign after thee, and to that end 
exliibited to thee tlie following dream : — Thou 
seeroedst to see a great image standing before thee, 
the head of which proved to be of gold, the shoulders 
and arms of silver, and the belly and the thighs of 
braasy but the legs and the feet of iron ; after which 
thou sawest a stone broken off from a mountain, 
which fell upon the image and threw it down, and 
brake it to pieces, and did not permit any part of 
it to remain whole ; but the gold, the silver, the 
brass, and the iron, became smaller than meal, 
whidi, upon, the blast of a violent wind, was by 
force carried away, and scattered abroad ; but the 
stone did increase to such a degree, that the whole 
earth beneath it seemed to be filled therewith. 
This is the dream which thou sawest, and its in- 
terpretation is as follows : — The head of gold de- 
notes thee, and the kings of Babylon that have 
been before thee ; but the two hands and arms 
signify this, that your government shall be dis- 
solved by two kings ; but another king that shall 
some from the west, armed with brass, shall de- 
stroy that government ; and another government, 
that sliall be like unto iron, shall put an end to the 



power of the former, and shall have dominion over 
all the earth, on account of the nature of iron, 
which is stronger tlian that of gold, of silver, and 
of brass." Daniel did also declare the meaning of 
the stone to the king ;* but I do not think proper 
to relate it, since I have only undertaken to de- 
scribe things past or present, but not things that 
are future ; yet if any one be so very desirous of 
knowing truth, as not to wave such points of curi* 
osity, and cannot curb his inclination for under- 
standing the uncertainties of futurity, and whether 
they win happen or not, let him be diligent in read- 
ing the book of Daniel, which he will find among 
tlie sacred writings. 

5. When Nebuchadnezzar heard this, and recol- 
lected his dream, he was astonished at the nature 
of Daniel, and fell upon his face, and saluted Da- 
niel in the manner that men worship God, and 
gave command that he should be sacrificed to 
as a god. And this was not all, for he also 
imposed the name of his own god upon him [Bal- 
tasar], and made him and his kinsmen rulers of 
his whole kingdom ; which kinsmen of his hap- 
pened to fall into great danger by tlie envy and 
malice [of their enemies] ; for they offended the 
king upon the occasion following : — He made an 
ima^e of gold, the height of which was sixt^ cubits, 
and its breadth six cubits, and set it in the great 
plain of Babylon ; and when he was going to dedi- 
cate the image, he invited the principal men out of 
all the earth that were under his dominions, and 
commanded them, in the first pUce, that when 
they should hear the sound of the trumpet, they 
should then fall down and worship the image ; and 
he threatened, that those who did not do so, should 
be cast into a fiery furnace. When, therefore, all 
the rest, upon the hearing of the sound of the 
trumpet, worshipped the image, they relate that 
Daniel's kinsmen did not do it, because they would 
not transgress tlie laws of their country : so these 
men were convicted, and east immediately into the 
fire, but were saved by Divine Providence, and 
after a siurpiising manner escaped death ; for the 
fire did not toudi them : and I suppose that it 
touched them not, as if it reasoned with itself that 
they were cast into it without any fault of thdrs, 
and that, therefore, it was too weak to bum the 
young men when they were in it This was done 
by the power of God, who made their bodies so far 
superior to the fire that it could not consume them. 
This it was which recommended them to the king 
as righteous men, and men beloved of God ; on 
which account they continued in great esteem with 
him. 

6. A little after this the kinc saw in his sleep 
again another vision ; how he should fall from his 
dominion, and feed among the wild beasts ; and 
that, when he had lived in this manner in the de- 
sert for seven years,f he sliould recover his domi- 
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ysMa, but mther days for yeniai by which icchcniiy, and by ubtuii 
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nicMt again. When ha had seen this dreamy he 
called the magicians together again, and inquired 
of them about it, and desired them to tell him what 
it signified ; but when none of them could find out 
the meaning of the dream, nor discover it to the 
king, Daniel was the only person that explained it ; 
and as he foretold, so it came to pass ; for after he 
had continued in the wilderness the forementioned 
interval of time, while no one durst attempt to 
seize his kingdom during those seven years, he 
prayed to God that he might recover his kingdom, 
and be returned to it. But let no one blame me 
for writing down every thing of this nature, as I 
find it in our ancient books ; for as to that matter, 
I have plainly assured those that think me defec- 
tive in any such point, or complain of my manage- 
ment, and have told them, in the beginning of this 
history, that I intended to do no more than trans- 
late the Hebrew books into the Greek language, 
and promised them to explain those facts, without 
adding any thing to them of my own, or taking 
any thing away &om them. 



CHAPTER XL 

OONCBBiriNO NKBUCHADNBZZAK AND HIS BUCCB8S0BS, 
AND BOW TBBIB QOVSBNMEMT WAS DISSOLVED BY 
THB PBB8IAN8 ; AND WHAT THINGS BEFBL DANIBL 
IN MBDIA ; AND WHAT PBOPHECIBS HB DBLIVE&ED 



I 1. Now when king Nebuehadnezaff had reigned 
forty-three years,* he ended his life. He was an 
active man, and more fortunate than the kings 
that were before him. Now Berosus makes men- 
tion of his actions in the third book of his Chal- 
daic History, where he says thus : — ** When his 
father Nebuchodonosor [Nabopollasaar] heard that 
the governor whom he had set over Egypt, and tlie 
places about Celesyria and Phosnicia, had revolted 
from him, while he was not himself able any longer 
to undergo the hardships [of war], he committed 
to his son Nebuchadnezzar, who was still but a 
youth, some parts of his army, and sent them 
against him. So when Nebuchadnezzar had given 
battle, and fought with the rebel, he beat him, and 
reduced the country from under his subjection, and 
made it a branch of bis own kingdom ; but about 
(hat time it happened that his father Nebuchodono- 
sor [Nabopollaaear] fell ill, and ended his life in the 
eity of Babylon, when he had reigned twenty-one 
years ;t and when he was made sensible, as he was 

•iMM, «Mld MWlflr W M h i , or ftmr hSDAgid and olMty dajm, rMoh to 
III* an «f Jowphiu. But u to Um tniUi of tbos* w? en yean' teoieh- 
■Milt «r M^badMdMBar tnmtam, aad htollviv eolong amenfftha 
bearti^ the vaiy onaU rmaliis we have aiiTwhere elia of thle Naimehad- 
ntaar, pterent our expeetalloa of any other ftill aeeonnt of It. 9o tu 
mm fcaoir by Ptolemy's eaiun, • ooatampomy xeoord, aa waD as by 
Jeaephoa jmaently, that he relffoed In aU finty-three yean, that ie. 
eiaht yean aftar we meet with any aeoonat of his actions; one of the 
kirt ofwhteh «w the thirteen yeus* siege vtTjn ( Aatlq. b. si. qh. xi.) ; 
^ilMn jet the OM Ladn hae bat three yean and ten otonthet yet were 
Ms srtioni beftn so reoaarhnble, both In saoied and prolSuie authon, 
thateneh * vamlly of eight yean at the hast, at the latur end of his 
reign, Bwit be allowed to Mf«e iwy well with Daniel's aeeonnu, that 
after naeven years' bratal lUb, he might retatm to hie reafon, and t-> 
• of his royal anthoritgr, ftir one whole yeer at loeet baftira hi . 

hose fbrty-thne yean tut the daration of the reign of Neboehad- 
r an, as I havejost now oboorvcd, the very same Dumber in Pto. 
lamyM eanon. Moon Chonpansia doee alao eonflrm this oaptivity of 
the Jewe under Mebuehadnonari and adds, what Is vciy remaifcable, 
that one of thoec Jews that wen oanied by him into captivity, got 

Linio Armanto. and raised the great fiimtly ofthe Bagrathte tbOTw. 
e twanty-ono yean haaa ascribed to on* Naboulaeear. la the 
k agalnet Apion, or to VabopoUaMar, the fioher of the grcnt 
_iiliiiiiar, an also tbm vary wm with those given In Ptolemy-s 
Aad BOM heri^ that what Dr. Pridenos ouys» ta the year 818, 



in a little time, that his father, Nebuchodonosor 
[NabopoUassar], was dead, and having settled the 
affairs of Egyp^ and the other countries, as also 
tliose that concerned the captive Jews, and Phce- 
nicians, and Syrians, 9iid those of the Egyptian 
nations, and having committed the conveyance of 
them to Babylon to certain of his friends, together 
with the^ gross of his army, and the rest of their 
ammunition and provisions, he went himself hastily, 
accompanied with a few others, over the desert, 
and came to Babylon. So he took upon him the 
management of public affairs, and of the kingdom 
which had been Kept for him by one that was the 
principal of the Chaldeans, and he received the en- 
tire dominions of his father, and appointed, that 
when the captives came, they should be placed as 
colonies, in the most proper places of Babylonia ; 
but then he adomed the temple of Belus, and the 
rest of the temples, in a magnificent maimer, with 
the spoils he had taken in the war. He also added 
another city to that which was there of old, and re- 
built it, that such as would besiege it hereafter 
might no more turn the course of the river, and ' 
thereby attack the city itself: he therefore built 
three walls round about the inner city, and three 
others about that which was the outer, and this he 
did with burnt brick. And after he had, after a 
becoming manner, walled the city, and adomed its 
gates gloriously, he built another palace before his 
father's palace, but so that they jomed to it ; to de- 
scribe the vast height and immense riches of which, 
it would perhaps be too much for me to attempt ; yet, 
as large and lofty as they were, they were completed 
in fifteen day&j: He also erected elevated places 
for walloDg, of stone, and made it resemble moun- 
tains, and built it so that it might be planted with 
all sorts of trees. He also erected what was called 
a pensile paradise, because his wife was desirous to 
have things like her own country, she having heeaa, 
bred up in the palaces of Media." Megasthenes 
also, in his fourth book of his aocounte of India, 
makes mention of these things, and thereby endea- 
vours to show that this king [Nebuchadnezzar] ex- 
ceeded Hercules in fortitude, and in the greatness of 
his actions ; for he saith, that he conquered a great 
part of Libya. Diocles also, in the second book of 
his Accounts of Persia, mentions this king ; as does 
Philostratus, in lus Accounts both of India and 
Phcsnicia, say, that this king besieged Tyie thirteen 
years, while at the same time Ethbaal reigned at 
Tyre. These are aU the histories that I have met 
with concerning this king. 

2. But now, after the death of Nebuchadnezzar, 
Evil-Merodach his eon succeeded in the kingdom, 
who immediately set Jeconiah at liberty, and es- 
teemed him amongst his most intimate friends. 
He also gave him many presentSi^ and made him 
honourable above the rest of the kings that 
were in Babylon ; for his father had not kept 
hb faith with Jeconiah, when he voluntarily deli- 
vered up himself to him, with his wives and chil- 



, lat have been a ooaamon name of other kings 

of Babylon, beeidee the great Nebuehadnessar htannir. IsagMundten 
mistake of some modem ohnnokgen only, and deeUtuto of aU propor 
oriKlnjil authority. 

t Them flfteen dam far flalshing sueh vaat buildings at Babylon, In 
Josephtts's copy of Berusus. would seem too abeurd to be supposed to 
be the tme number, were It not fbr the same tntlmooy extant also In 
the ftnt book agalatt Aploa (leet. 1»). with the same number, it 
thenoe Indeed appoan, that Joaephos's oopy of ficroeus had this tfnail 
number ; Imt that It is the tme number I etUl doubt. Joeqdiaa acaums 
us, that the walls of so mueh a smaller dty as Jerusalem wen two yean 
and four months hi building hy 21 ehemiah, who yet haetencd the work 
all that he eould, Antiq. b. xi. eh. v. soot. 8. I aliottld think one hnn. 
drMi and flflren days, or a year and fifteen day% much meea prowv. 
thmahletosognntawarfc. r-"*"— 
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dren, and hk whole kfndred, fcr liw sake of his 
e umitry , that it might not be taken by siege, and 
mtterly destroyed, as we said before. When Evil- 
Merodach was dead, after a reign of eighteen years, 
Neglissar his son took the gOTemmen^ and retain- 
ed it forty years, and then ended his life ; and after 
him the succession in the kingdom came to his son 
Labosordacns, who continued in it in all but nine 
months ; and when he was dead, it came to Balta- 
aar,* who by tiie Babylonians was called Naboan- 
delus : against him did Gyms, the king of Persia, 
and Darius, the kine of Media, make war ; and 
when he was beflieged in Babylon, there happened 
a wonderful and prodigious vision. He was sat 
down at sapper in a large room, and there were a 
gieat many vessels of silver, such as were made for 
royal entertainments, and he had with him his con- 
cDbines and his friends ; whereupon he came to a 
resolution, and commanded that those yessels of 
God which Nebuchadnezzar had plundered out oi 
Jerusalem, and had not made use of, but had put 
tliem into his own temple, should be brought out 
of that temple. He also grew so haughty as to 
proceed to use them in the midst of his cups, 
drinking out of them, and blaspheming against God. 
In the meantime, he saw a hand prooiaed out of 
the wall, and writing upon the waJl certain sylla- 
Ues ; at which sight, being disturbed, he called the 
magicians and Guldeans together, and all that sort 
of men that are among these barbarians, and were 
able to interpret signs and dreams, that they might 
explan the writing to him. But when the magi- 
cians said they coiud diBCover nothing, nor did un- 
derstand it, the king was in great disorder ef mind, 
and under great trouble, at this surprising accident ; 
so be cauMd it to be proclaimed through all the 
eountry, and promised, that to him who could ex- 
plain tLe writing, and give the signification condied 
therein, he would give him a golden chain for his 
neck, and leave to wear a purple garment, as did 
the idngs of Chaldea, and would bwtow on him the 
third part of his own dominions. When this pro- 
clamation was made, the magicians ran together 
more earnestly, and were very ambitions to fmdout 
the importance of the writmc ; but still hesitated 
aboat it as much as before. Now when the king's 
gtandmother saw him cast down at this aocident,t 
she began to encoumge him, and to say, that there 
was a eertain captive who came from Judea, a Jew 
by birth, but brought away thence by Nebuchad- 
nezzar when he had destroyed Jerusalem, whose 
name was Daniel, a wiae man, and one of great saga- 
city in finding out what was impossible for others to 
diseover, and what was kiiown to God alone ; who 
brought to light and answered such questions to 
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Nebubhadneziar as ne one else was able to answer 
when they were consulted. She therefon desired 
tint he would send for him, and inquiro of him 
concerning the writing, and to condemn the unskil* 
fulness of those that could not find their meaning, 
and this, although what God signified theroby should 
be of a mekndioly nature. 

3. When Baltasar heard this, he called for Da* 
niel : and when he had discoursed to him what he 
had learned concerning him and his wisdom, and 
how a divine spirit was with him, and that he alone 
was fully capable of finding out what others would 
never have thought of, he desuvd him to declare to 
him what this writing meant : that if he did to, he 
would give him leave to wear purple, and to put a 
chain of gold about his neck, and would bestow on 
him the third part of his dominion, as an honorary 
reward for his wisdom, that thereby he might be- 
come illustrious to those who saw him, and who in- 
quired upon what occasion he obtained tuoh ho- 
nours. But Daniel desired that he would keep his 
gifts to himself ; for what is the effect of wiadom 
and of divine revelation admits of no gifts, and be- 
stows ito advantages on petitionen freely ; but th%t 
still he would explain the writing to him ; which 
denoted that he i^ould soon die, and this because 
he had not learnt to honour God, and not to admit 
things above human nature, by what punishmenta 
his progenitor had undergone for the injuries he 
had offered to God ; and because he had quite for- 
gotten how Nebuchadnezzar waa removed to feed 
among wild beasta for his impieties, and did net re- 
cover his former life among men and his kingdom, 
but upon God's merey to him, after many supplica- 
tions and prayen ; who did thereupon praise God 
all the days of his life, as one of almighty power, 
and who takes care of mankind. [Ho also put him 
in mind] how he had greafly blasphemed against 
God, and made use of his vessels amongst his conca- 
bines : that therefore God saw this, and was angry 
with him, and dechoed by his writing beforehand 
what a sad conclusion of his life he should oome to. 
And heexpUined the writingthus :— « Manbh. This, 
if it be expounded in the Greek language, may sig- 
nify a Number, because God hath numbered so kmg 
a tune for thy life, and for thy government, and 
that there remains but a small pmon. — ^Tbbkbl. 
This signifies a Weigkt, and means that God hath 
weighed thy kmgdom in a balanoe, and finds it 
going down already.— Phabbs, This also, in the 
GreA tongue, denotes a ^o^sMfit; God will there- 
fore brsak thy kingdom in pieces, and divide it 
among the Medes and Persians.*' 

4. When Daniel had told the king tinUllie wri- 
ting upon the wall signified these events, Baltasar 
was in great sorrow and affliction, as waa to be es- 
pected, when the interpretetion was so heavy upon 
him. However, he did not refiise what he had pro- 
mised Daniel, althou^ hewere beeomeafovsteller 
of misfortunes to him, but bestowed it all upon him : 
as reasoning thus, ^t what he was to reward was 
peculiar to himself, and to fate, and did not bekng 
to the prophet, but that it was the part of a good 
and a just man to give what he had promised, al- 
though the evento were of a melancholy nature. 
Accordingly, the king determined so to do. Now, 
after a little while, both hunself and the city were 
taken by Gyrus, the king of Persia, who fouriit 
against him ; for it was Baltasar, under whom Ba- 
bylon was taken, when he had reigned seventeen 
years. And this is the end of the posterity of king 
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Nebuchadnezzar, as history informs as ; but when 
Dabylon was taken bj Darius, and when he, with 
his kinsman Cyrus, had put an end to the dominion 
of the Babylonians, he was sixty- two years old. 
He was the son of Astyages, and had another name 
among the Greeks. MoreoTer, he took Daniel the 
prophet, and carried him with him into Media, and 
Jionoured him very greatly, and kept him with him ; 
for he was one of the three presidents whom he set 
over his three hundred and sixty provinces ; for 
into BO many did Darius part tliem. 

5. Howeyer, while Daniel was in so great dignity, 
and in so great favour with Darius, and was alone 
intrusted with every thing by him, as having some- 
jwhat divine in him, he was envied by the rest : for 
those that see others in greater honour than them- 
selves with kings, envy them: and when those 
that were grieved at the great fitvour Daniel was 
in with Darius, sought for an occasion asainst him, 
he afforded them no occasion at all, for he was 
above all the temptations of money, and despised 
bribery, and esteemed it a very bMe thin^ to take 
any thing by way of reward, even when it might 
be justly given him, he afforded those that envied 
him not ttie least handle for an accusation. So 
when they could find nothing for which they might 
calnmniatfr him to the king, nothing that was 
shameful or reproachful, and thereby deprive him 
of the honour he was in with him, they sought for 
some other method whereby they might destroy 
him. When therefore they saw that Daniel prayed 
to God three tinies a day, they thought they had 
gotten an occasion by which they might ruin him ; 
so they came to Darius, and told him, that *^ the 
princes and governors had thought proper to allow 
the multitude a relaxation for thirty days, that no 
one might offer a petition or prayer either to him- 
self, or to the gods, but that he who shall transgress 
this decree shall be cast into a den of lions, and 
there perish." 

6. WhereuDon the king, not being acquainted 
with tlieir wicked design, nor suspecting that it was 
a contrivance of theirs against Daniel, said he was 
pleased with this decree of theirs, and he promised 
to eonfirm what they desired ; he also publidied 
an edict to promulgate to the people that decree 
which tLe princes had made. Accordingly, all the 
rest took care not to transgress those injunctions, 
and rested in q.uiet ; but Daniel had no regani to 
(hem, but, as he was wont, he stood and prayed to 
God in the sight of them all : but the princes hav- 

. ing met with the occasion they so earnestly sought 
to find against Daniel, came presenUy to the king, 
and accused him, that Daniel was the only person 
that transgressed the decree, whilst not one of the 
rest durst pray to their gods. This discovery they 
made, not be(»use of his impiety, but because they 
had watched him, and observed him out of envy ; 
for supposins that Darius did thus out of a greater 
kindness to nim than they expected, and that he 
was ready to grant him a pardon for this contempt 
of his injunctions, and envying this very pardon to 

. Daniel, they did not become more favourable to 
him, but desired he might be cast into the den of 
lions, according to the kw. So Darius, hoping 
that God would deliver him, and tliat he would 
ondeigo nothing that was terrible by the wild beasts, 
bode him bear this accident cheerfully ; and when 
he was cast into the den, he put his seal to the 
stone that lay upon the mouth of the den, and went 
bis way, but he passed all the night wif 
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and without sleep, being in great distress for Da- 
niel ; but when it was (Uty, he got up, and came to 
the den, and found the seal entire, which he had 
left the stone sealed withal ; he also opened tlio 
seal, and cried out, and called to Daniel, and asked 
him if he were alive ; and as soon as he heard the. 
king's voice, and said that he had suffered no 
harm, the king gave order that he sliould be drawn 
up out of tlie den. Now when lus enemies saw- 
that Daniel had suffered nothing which was terri- 
ble, they would not own that he was preserved by 
God, and by his providence ; bnt they said, tliat 
the Uons had been filled full with food, and on that 
account it was, as they supposed, that the hoiis 
would not touch Daniel, nor come to him ; and this 
they alleged to the kizig ; but the king, out of an 
abhorrence of their wickedness, gave order that 
they should throw in a great deal of flesh to the 
lions ; and when they had filled themselves, he 
gave fartlier order that Daniers enemies should bo 
cast into the den, that he might learn whether tlie 
lions, now they were full, woiud touch them or not ; 
and it oppearod plain to Darius, after the princes ' 
had been cast to the wild beasts, that it was God 
who preserved Daniel,* for the lions spared none 
of them, but tore them all to pieces, as if they had 
been veiy hungry, and wanted food. 1 suppose, 
tlierefore, it was not their hunger, which had been 
a little before satisfied with abundance of flesh, but 
tlie wickedness of these men that provoked them 
[to destroy tlie princes] : for if it so please God, 
that wickedness might, by even those irrational 
creatures, be esteemed a phdn foundation for their 
punishment. 

7. When, therefore, those that had intended thus 
to destroy Daniel by treachery were themselves 
destroyed, king Darius sent [letters] over all the 
counti7, and praised that Grod whom Daniel wor- 
shipped, and said that he was the only true God, 
and had all power. He had also Daniid in very great 
esteem, and made him the principal of his friends. 
Now when Daniel was become so iUustrioss and 
famous, on account of the opinion men had that ho 
was beloved of Grod, he built a tower at Ecbatana, 
in Media : it was a most elegant building, and won- 
derfully made, and it is still remaining, and pre- 
served to this day ; and to such as see i^ it appears 
to have been lately built, and to have been no older 
than that very dav when any one looks upon it, it u 
so fresh,t fioorishing, and beautiful, and no way 
grown old in so long a time ; for buildings suffer the 
same as men do, they grow old as well as they, and 
by numbers of years their strength is dissolved, and 
their beauty withered. Now they bury the kings 
of Media, of Persia, and Parthia, in this tower, to 
this day ; and he who was intrusted wiUi the cai« 
of it, was a Jewish priest ; which thing is also ob- 
served to this day. But it is fit to give an account 
of what this man did, which is most admirable to 
hear ; for he was so happy as to have strange re- 

« It U no way Improbabto tiuU DwiMl racmlw ml^t nMnst Uib 
rwMB to tlM king, why the Ikm did not BMddto wltii Um, ud thnt 
tli^ micht wimet Um king*! Undn«H to Dwnial bad broeimd hcM 
IUhm to bo m filled bofimband, and that thmioa It waa that ho cnooa- 
raced ]>aulel to submit to thia asiwiiaMat, In hopoa of eoming off aJb s 
and thai this waa tha trua rwaon of nutking ao terrible an axparimcnt 
npoQ thooe his anomies, and all their bmiliaa (Dnn. vL MJ, though our 
other ooples do not dlreetlj take ooUoe of ik ' 

1 What Joeephos heraaajv, thatUio stooea of the sepulBhrM of the 
kings of Persia at this tower, or those pcHiana of tha sanasort that an 
now oommonlT oaUnd the Jgarfai tf iVrmoli*, eontlnued so entin and 
vnaltered In his days, as If th«y wers lately put then, " I (saya BahdMl) 
hcneaoahow to bo trao, as to those aton<« of tho Pifrdan klugr i 
soleum. whleh Oom. Bninlas brake off and gave mo." He i 
thU ID the hardnesa of thaslooaa, whldi aeamelyyliM* fo 
aodproT», ftvquently too hard for eatting by the eblsel, but 
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relations made to him, and thoee as to one of the I 
greatest of the prophets, insomuch, that while he | 
was alive he had the esteem and applause hoth of | 
the kings and of the multitude : and now he is | 
dead, he retains a remembrance that will never 
fail, for the several books Uiat he wrote and left 
behind him are still read by us till this time ; and 
from them we believe that Daniel conversed with 
God ; for he did not only prophecy of future events, 
as did the other prophets, but he also determined 
the time of their accomplishment ; and while die 
prophets used to foretel misfortunes, and on that 
account were disureeable both to the kings and 
to the multitude, Daniel was to them a prophet of 
good things, and this to such a degree, tluit, by the 
agreeable nature of his predictions, he procured 
the good-will of all men ; and by the acoompliflli- 
ment of them, he procured the belief of their truth, 
and the opinion of [a sort of] divinity for himself, 
amone the multitude. He also wrote and left be- 
hind him wliat made manifest tlie accuracy and 
undeniable veracity of his predictions ; for he 
saitb, that when he was in Susa, the metropolis of 
Persia, and went out into the field with his compa- 
nions, there was, on tlie sudden, a motion and con- 
cussion of the earth, and that he was left alone by 
himself his friends flying away from him, and that 
he was disturbed, and fell on liis iaoe, and on his 
two hands, and that a certain person touched him, 
and at the same time, bade him rise, and see what 
would belal his countrymen after many genera- 
tiona. He also reUted, that when he stood up, he 
was shown a great mm, with many horns growing 
out of his head, and that the last was higher than 
the rest : tliat after this he looked to the west, and 
saw a he-goat carried through the air from that 
quarter ; that he rushed upon the ram with vio- 
lence, and smote him twice with his horns, and 
overthrew him to the ground, and trampled upon 
him : that afterwards he saw a very great horn 
growing out of the head of the he-goat ; and that 
when it was broken off, four horns erew up that 
were exposed to each of the four wmds, and he 
wrote that out of them arose another lesser horn, 
which, as he said, waxed great; and that God 
•bowed to him, that it should fight agamst his na- 
tion, and take their city by force, and bring the 
temple-worship to confusion, and forbid the sacri- 
fices to be offered for one tiiousand two hundred 
and ninety-six days. Daniel wrote that he saw 
these visions in the plain of Susa ; and he hath 
informed us that God interpreted the appearance 
of this vision after the following manner : — He said 
that the ram signified the kingdoms of the Modes 
and Persians, and the horns those kings that were 
to reign in them ; and that the kat horn signified 



the last king, and that he should exceed all the 
kings in riches and glory ; that the he-goat signified 
that one should come and reign from the Greeks, 
who should twice fight with the Persian, and over- 
come him in battle, and ehould receive liis entire 
dominion ; that by the great horn which sprang 
out of the forehead of the he-^oat was meant the 
first king ; and that the springing up of four bonis 
upon its falling off, and the conversion of every one 
of them to tlie four quarters of the earth, signified 
the successors that should arise after the death of 
the first king, and the partition of the kingdom 
among them, and that they should be neither his 
children nor of his kindred that should reign over 
the habitable earth for many years ; and that from 
among them there should arise a certain king that 
should overcome our nation and their laws, and 
should take away our political government, and 
should spoil the temple, and forbid the sacrifices 
to be offered for tliree years' time." And indeed 
it so came to pass, tliat our nation suffered these 
things under Antiochus Epiplmnes, according to 
Daniers vision, and what he wrote many years be- 
fore they came to pass. In the very same manner 
Daniel also wrote concerning the Roman govern^ 
meut, and that our country should be made deso* 
late by them. All these things did Uiis man leave 
in writing, as God had sliowed them to him, inso- 
much, tlukt such as read his prophecies, and see 
how they have been fulfilled, would wonder at the 
honour wherewith God honoured Daniel ; and may 
thence discover how the Epicureans are in an 
error, who cast providence out of human life, and 
do not believe that God takes care of the affairs of 
the world, nor that the universe is governed and 
continued in being by that blessed and immortal 
nature, but say Uiat Uie world is carried along of 
its own accord, without a ruler and a curator ; 
which, were it destitute of a guide to conduct, as 
they imagine, it would be like ships without pilots, 
which we see drowned by the winds, or like cha- 
riots without drivers, which are overturned ; so 
would the world be dashed to pieces by its beins 
carried without a Providence, and so perish and 
oome to nought. So that, by the forementioned 
predictions of Daniel, those men seem to me very 
much to eiT from the truth, who determine that 
God exercises no providence over human affiurs ; 
for if that were the case, that the world went on 
by mechanical necessity, we should not see that all 
things would oome to pass according to his pro- 
phecy. Now, as to myself, I have so described 
these matters as I have found them and read 
thom ; but if any one is inclined to another opinion 
about them, let him enjoy his different sentimentfl 
without any blame from me. 
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COHTAIRtXO THB nVTBRYAL OF TWO HUNDRED AND FITTT-THRBB TXARS FITS llOlfTHS. 

?EOM THE FIRST OF CYRUS TO THE DEATH OF ALEXANDER THE GREAT. 



CHAPTER I. 

HOW CrRITS, KTNO OF THE PERSIANS, DBLfVERED THB 
JBWS OUT OF BABTLON, AND SUFFERED THEM TO 
RETURN TO THEIR OWN COUNTRY, AND TO BUILD 
THEIR TBMPLB; FOR WHICH WORK HE GAVE THEM 
HONEY. 

§ 1. In the first year of the reisn of Cyms,* which 
was tiie seYentieth from the day that our people 
were remored out of their own land into Babylon, 
God commiserated the captiYity and calamity of 
these poor people, according as he had foretold to 
them by Jeremiah the prophet, before the destmo- 
tion of the city, that after they had serYed Nebu- 
chadnezzar and his posterity, and after they had 
nndei^ne that serYitnde scYenty Years, he would 
restore them a^n to the land of their fathers, and 
they should build thdr temple, and enjoy their an- 
cient prosperity ; and these things God did aiford 
them ; for he stirred up the mind of Cyrus, and 
made him write this throughout all Asia :—^ Thus 
Baith Cyrus the King :— Since God Almighty hath 
appointed me to be king of the habitable earth, I 
belieYe tiiat he is that God which the nation of the 
Israelites worship ; for indeed he foretold my name 
by the prophets, and that I should build him a 
house at Jerusalem, in the oountry of Judea." 

2. This was known to Cyrus by his reading the 
book which Isaiah left behind him of his prophe- 
«e8 ; for tliis propliet said that God had spoken 
thus to him in a secret Yision i—** My will is, that 
Cyrus, whom I haYe appointed to be lung oYcr many 
and great nations, send back my people to thdr 
own land, and build my temple." This was fore- 
told by Isaiah one hundred and forty years before 
the temple was demolished. Accordingly, when 
Cyrus read this, and admired the diYine power, an 
earnest desire and ambition seized upon him to fulfil 
what was so written ; so he called for the most 
eminent Jews that were in Babylon, and said to 
them, that he gaYe them leaYe to so back to their 
own country, and to rebuild their city Jerusalem,t 
and the temple of God, for that he would be their 
assistant, and that he would write to the rulers and 
gOYernors that were in the neighbourhood of their 
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oountryof Judea, that they should eontribntetothenh 
sold and silYer for the building of tlie temple, and,, 
besides that, beasts for their sacrifices. 

3. When Cyrus had said this to the Israelites, 
the rulers of the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin^, 
with the LeYites and priests, went in haste to Jeru- 
salem, yet did many of them stay at Babyhm, aa 
not willing to leaYc their possessions ; and whea 
they were come thither, all Uie king^ friends assist- 
ed them, and brought in, for the building of the- 
temple, some gold, and some silver, and some a 
great many eaUle and horses. So they performed 
uieir Yows to God, and offered the sacrifices that 
had been accustomed of old time ; I mean this 
upon the rebuilding of their dty, and the reriYal of 
the ancient practices relatmg to their worriiip. Cy- 
rus also sent back to them £e yosb^ of God which 
king Nebuchadnezzar had pillaged out of the tem* 
pie, and carried to Babylon. So he committed 
these things to Mithridates, the tressurer, to be- 
sent away, with an order to give them to Sanabas- 
Bar, that he might keep them till the temple wa» 
built ; and when it was finished, he might deliYer 
them to the priests and rulers of the multitude, in 
order to tbeur bemg restored to the temple. Cyrus 
also sent an epistle to the goYemors that were in 
Syria, the contents whereof here foUow : — 

*<KINO CTRV8 TO 8I8INNB8 AND BATHRABUZANES, 
SBNDETH ORBBTINO." 

** I haYe giYen leaYe to as many of the Jews that 
dwell in my conntry as please to letom to thew 
own ooontry, and to rebuild their city, and to build 
the temple of God at Jerusalem, on the same place 
where it was before. I haYe abo sent my treasurer, 
Biithridates, and Zorobabel, the goYemor of tlie 
Jews, that they may lajr the foundations of the tem- 
ple, and may build it sixty cubits high, and of the 
same latitude, making three edifioes of polished 
stones, and one of the wood of the country, and the 
same order extends to the altar whereon they offer 
sacrifices to God. I require also, that the expen- 
ses for these things may be given out of my reve- 
nues. Moreover, I have also sent the vessels which 
king Nebuchadnezzar pillaged out of the temple, 
and haYe given them to Biithridates the treasurer, 
and to Zorobabel the governor of the Jews, that 
they may have them carried to Jerusalem, and 
nuty restore them to the temple of God. Now 
their number is as follows :t — Fifty chargers of 
gold and five hundred of silver ; forty Theridean 
cups of gold, and five hundred of silver ; fifty ba- 
sons of gold, and fiYC hundred of silver ; thurty yos- 
sels for pouring [the 'drink-offerings], and three 
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hundred <rf silver, thii^y vials of gold, and two thon- 
fluid four hundred of silver ; wim a thousand other 
laige vessels. I permit them to have the same 
bofnomr which the/ were used to have from their 
Ibrofiathers, as also for their small cattle, and for 
wine and oil, two hundred and five thousand and 
Ay^ hundred draehmoe ; and for wheat-flour twenty 
tiioasand and five hundred artabie : aod I give 
ovder that these expenses shall he given them out 
of the tributes due from Samaria. The priests 
shall also offer these sacrifices according to the laws 
of Moses in Jerusalem ; and when thejr offer them, 
they shall pray to God for the preservation of the 
king and of his family, that the kingdom of Persia 
may continue. But my will is, that those who dis- 
obey these injunctions, and make them void, shall 
be hung apon a cross, and their substance brought 
into the king's treasury." And such was the im- 
port of this epistle. Now the number of those that 
came out of captivity to Jerusalem, were forty- two 
tlioiisaiid four hundred and sixty-two. 



CHAPTER II. 

HOW, UPOK THE DBATH OF CTRUS, THE JEWS WJERB 
HINDERED IN BUILDING OP THB TEMPLE BT THB 
CUTHEANS, AND THE NEIGHBOURING GOVERNORS ; 
AND BOW CAMBTSBS ENTIRELY FORBADE THE JEWS 
TO DO ANT SUCH THING. 

§ 1. When the foundationB of the temple were 
bi,yiD^, and when the Jews were very zealous about 
bnilding it, the neighbouring nations, and especially 
the CuSieans, whom Shalmanezer, king of Assyria, 
had brought out of Persia and Media, and had plant- 
ed in Samaria, when he carried the people of Is- 
rael captive^ besought the governors, and those that 
had the care of such aflhirs, that they would inter- 
rupt the Jews, both in the rebuilding of their city, 
nnd in the building of their temple. Now as these 
men were corrupt^ by them with money, they sold 
the Gntheans their interest for rendering this build- 
ing a slow and a careless work, for Cyrus who was 
husy about other wars, knew nothing of all this ; 
and it so happened, that when he had led his army 
against the Massagets, he coded his life.* But 
wlieu Cambyses, the son of Cyrus, had taken the 
kiugdom, tlie governors in Syria, and Phoenicia, 
and in the countries of Ammon, and Moab, and Sa- 
maria, wrote an epistle to Cambyses ; whose con- 
tents were as follow : — ^ To our Loid Cambyses. 
We thy servants, Rathumus the historiographer, 
and Semellius the scribe, and the rest that are thy 
judges in Syria and Phcsnicia, send greeting : It is 
lit, O king, that thou shouldest know that those 
Jews who were carried to Babylon, are come into 
our country, and are building that rebellious and 
"Wicked city, and its market-places, and setting up 



* loMpbM bflN fclhma HmdAtoa. and 111 
mteww wllhtiM 8qrthlM»an«]lM«r 
«ad pcrldMd In H ; whOt Xmoobmt accoi 



thoM that rahtad Imw Gym 



H; whOt Renopbenl accoant, which anpeus never to 
■ ■ » nisown 



„ii'I^JaMpiiai,th«tCynu died In pesos in 

B riwjile Is ntteelMl to fay the writcn of the aAln of Alexander the 
inat, when thej afrea that he fimnd CfrW aapnlehra at PB«arsKda, 
t «r Zenephon U alio eonflmed by the 



itaneea ef <^unhyiet, apon his suocesaion to Cyrus, who, instead 
«ra war ta a««na» his flUhci^ death upon the Seythlaas and Maraeetcs. 
■ad to psavant those nations ftwn overrunning his northern inorinces, 
«hich woald have been the natural oonspqneuee of Ms athcfs ill tnc 
M»4id death thcta, went innnedlaieijr to an Egyptian war, long ago 
B by Cyras, acordlng to Xeaophon, page 644. and oonquered that 
._.Jun| nor ia th re, that lever heard of, thaleaet mention In the 
•a^ af Cbmbyaca of aay war Mainst the S^thlaaa and M aii g itea that 
ha was ever engaged ln« la alt Us Ulb. 



its walls, and raising up the temple : know, there- 
fore, that when these things are finished, ^ey will 
not be willing to pay tribute, nor will they submit 
to thy commands, but will resist kings, and will 
choose rather to rule over others, tiuui be ruled 
over themselves. We therefore thought it proper 
to write to thee, O king, while the works about the 
temple are going on so fust, and not to overlook this 
matter, that thou mayest search into the books of 
thy fathers, for thou wilt find in them that the Jews 
have been rebels, and enemies to kings, as hath 
their city been also, which, for that reason, hath 
been till now laid waste. We diought proper also 
to iufonn thee of this matter, because thou mayest 
otherwise perhaps be ignorant of it, that if this city 
be once inhabited, and be entirely encompassed 
with walls, thou wilt be excluded from the passage 
to Celesyria and Phoenicia." 

2. When Cambyses had read the epistle, being 
naturally wicked, he was irritated at what they told 
him ; and wrote back to them as follows : ** Cam- 
byses, the king, to Rathumus, the historiographer, 
to Beeltethemus, to Semellius the scribe, and the 
rest that are in commission, and dwelling in Samaria 
and Phoanicia, after this manner : I have read the 
epistle that was sent from you ; and I gave order 
that the books of my forefa&ers should be search- 
ed into ; and it is there found, that this city hath 
always been an enemy to kings, and its inhabitants 
have raised seditions and wars. We also are sen- 
sible that their kings have been powerful and ty- 
rannical, and have exacted tribute of Celesyria and 
Phoenicia : wherefore I give order, tlmt the Jews 
shidl not be permitted to build that city, lest such 
misdiief as they used to bring upon kings be greatly 
augmented." When this episUe was read, Kathu* 
mus, and Semellius the scril>e, and their associates, 
got suddenly on horseback, and made haste to Je- 
rusalem ; they also brought a great company with 
them, and forbade the Jews to build the city and 
the temple. Accordingly, these works were hin- 
dered from going on till the second year of the 
reign of Darius, for nine years more ; for Cambyses 
reigned six years, and within that time overthrew 
Egypt, and when he was come back, he died at 
Damascus. 



CHAPTER in. 

how, AFTER THB DEATH OF CAMBTSBS, AND THE 
SLAUGHTER OP THB MAGI, BUT UNDER THB REIGN 
OF DARIUS, ZOROBABBL WAS SUPERIOR TO THE 
REST IN THE SOLUTION OF PROBLEMS, AND THERE- 
BY OBTAINED THIS FAVOUR OF THE KINO, THAT 
THE TEMFLB SHOULD BE BUILT. 

§ 1. After the shtughter of the magi, who, upon 
the death of Cambyses, attained the government of 
tlie Persians for a year, those families who were 
called the seven families of the Persians, a^pomted 
Darius, the son of Hystaspes, to be their kmg. 
Now he, while he was a private man, had made a 
vow to God, that if he came to be king, he would 
send nil the vessels of God that were m Babylon 
to the temple at Jerusalem. Now it so fell out, 
that about tliis time Zorobabel, who had been made 
governor of the Jews that had been in capLivity, 
came to Darius, from Jerusalem : for there had 
been an old friendship between him and tlie king. 
He was also, with two others, tliuught worthy to 
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be guard of the king's body ; and obtained that 
honour which he hoped for. 

2. Now, m the first year of the king's reign, 
Darius feasted those that were about him, and those 
bom in his house, with the rulers of the Medes, and 
princes of the Persians, and the toparchs of India 
and Ethiopia, and the generals of the armies of his 
hundred and twenty-seven provinces; but when 
ihey had eaten and drunken to satiety and abund- 
antly, they every one departed to go to bed at 
iheir own houses, and Darius the king went to 
bed ; but after he had rested a little [Hirt of the 
night, he awaked, and not being able to sleep any 
more, he fell into conversation with the three 
guards of his body, and promised, that to bun who 
should make an oiation about points Uiat he should 
inquire of, such as should be most agreeable to 
truth, and to the dictates of wisdom, he would 
grant it as a reward for his victory, to pot on a 
purple garment, and to drink in cups of gold, and 
to sleep upon gold, and to have a chariot with 
bridles of gold, and a head-tire of fine linen, and a 
chain of gold about his neck, and to sit next to 
himself, on account of his wisdom : — " And," sa^-s 
he, '^he shall be called my Cousin." Now when 
he had promised to give them these' gifts, he asked 
the first of them, *< Whetlier wme was not the 
strongest!" — ^the second, ^Whether kings were 
not such t" — and the third, << Whether women were 
not such ! or whether truth was not the strongest 
of all V* When he had proposed that they should 
make their inquiries about these problems, he went 
to rest ; but in the morning he sent for his great 
men, his princes, and toparchs of Persia and Media, 
and set himself down m the place where he used 
to ffive audience, and bid each of the guards of his 
body to declare what they thought proper concern- 
ing the proposed questions, in the hearing of them 

8. Accordingly, the first of them began to speak 
of the strength of wine ; and demonstrated it thus : 
** When," said he, « 1 am to give my opinion of 
wine, O you men, I find that it exceeds every tiling, 
by the foUowin^ indications : it deceives the mind 
of those that dnnk it, and reduces that of the king 
to the same state with that of the orphan, and he 
who stands in need of a tutor ; and erects that of 
the skve to the boldness of him that is free ; and 
that of the needy becomes like that of the rich man, 
for it changes and renews the souls of men when 
it gets into tliem ; and it quenches the sorrow of 
those that are under calamities, and makes men 
forget the debts they owe to others, and makes 
ihem think themselves to be of all men the richest ; 
it makes them talk of no small things, but of talents, 
and such other things as become wealthy men only ; 
nay more, it makes them insensible of their com- 
manders and of their kings, and takes away the 
remembrance of their friends and companions, for 
it arms men even against those that are dearest to 
them, and makes them appear the greatest stran- 
gers to them ; and when the^ are become sober, 
and they have slept out then: wine in the night, 
they arise without knowing any thing they nave 
done in their cups. I take uiese for siens of power, 
and by them duoover that wine is mo strongest 
and most insuperable of all things. 

4. As soon as the first had given the foremen- 
tioned demonstrations of the strength of wine, he 
left off ; and the next to him began to speak about 
the strength of a king, and demonstrated that it 



was the strongest of all, and more powerful than 
any thing else that appears to have any foroe or 
wisdom. He began his demonstration after the 
following manner ; and said, ** They are men who 
govern all tilings : they force the earth and the 
sea to become profitable to them in wliat they de« 
sire, and over these men do kings rule, and over 
them they have authority. Now those who rule 
over that animal which is of all the strongest and 
most powerful, must needs deserve to be esteemed 
insuperable in power and force. For example, 
when theso kings command their subjects to make 
wars, and undergo dancers, they are hearkened to ; 
and when they send them against tlieir enemies, 
their power is so great that tliey are obeyed. They 
command men to level mountains, and to pull down 
walls and towers ; nay, when tliey are commanded 
to be killed and to kill, they submit to it, that they 
may not appear to transgress tlie king's commands ; 
and when they have conquered, they bring what 
they have gained in war to the king. Those also 
who are not soldiers, but cultivate the ground, and 
plough it, after they have endured the Ubour, and 
all the inconveniences of sudi works of husbandry, 
when they liave reaped and gathered in their 
fruits, they bring tributes to the king ; and what- 
soever it is which the king says or commands, it 
is done of necessity, and that without any deky, 
while he in the meantime is satiated with all sorts 
of food and pleasures, and sleeps in quiet. He is 
guarded by such as watch, and such as are, as it 
were, fixed down to the place through fear ; for no 
one dares leave him, even when he is asleep, nor 
does any one go away and take care of his own 
affairs, but he esteems this one tiling the only work 
of necessity, to guard the king ; and accordingly 
to this he wholly addicts himself. How then can 
it be otherwise, but that it must appear that the 
king exceeds all in strength, while so great a mul- 
titude obeys his injunctions 1" 

5. Now when this man had held his pea«e, the 
third of them, who was Zorobabel, began to instruct 
them about women, and about truth, who said thus : 
" Wine is strong, as is the king also, whom all men 
obey, but women are superior to them in power ; 
for it was a woman that brought the king into the 
world ; and for those that pUnt the vines and 
make the wine, they are women who bear them, 
and bring them up ; nor indeed is there any thing 
which we do not receive from them ; for these 
women weave garments for us, and our household 
affairs are by their means taken care of, and pre- 
served in safetv ; nor can we live separate from 
women ; and when we have gotten a great deal of 
gold, and silver, and any other thing that is of 
great value, and deserving regard, and see a beau- 
tiful woman, we leave aU these things, and with 
open mouth fix our eyes upon her countenance, 
and are willing to forsake what we have, that we 
may enjoy her beauty, and procure it to ourselves. 
We also leave father, and mother, and the earth 
tliat nourishes us, and frequently forget our dear- 
est friends, for the sake of women ; nay, we are' so 
hardy as to lay down our lives for Uiem ; but what 
will chiefly make you take notice of the strength 
of women is this that follows : Do not we take 
pains, and endure a great deal of trouble, and that 
both by land and sea, and when we have procured 
somewhat as the fruit of our labours, do not we 
brinff them to the women, as to our mistresses, 
and bestow them upon them I Nay, I once saw 
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tlie king, who is lord of so nuuiy people, smitten 
011 the fiMie by Apame, the daughter of Rabases 
Themasius his concubine, and ms diadem taken 
from him, and put upon her own head, while he 
bore it patiently ; and when she smiled he smiled, 
md when she was angry he was sad ; and accord- 
ing to the change of her passions, he flattered his 
wife, and drew her to reconciliation by the great 
faumoliation of hims^ to her, if at any time he saw 
her displeased Jit him." 

6. Ajid when the princes and rulem looked one 
spon anoiher, he be^ to speak about truth ; and 
he said, ^ I have ainady demonstrated how pow- 
erful women are ; but both these women themselves, 
and the king himself, are weaker than truth : for 
although the earth be large, and the heaven high, 
and the course of the sun swift, yet are all these 
moved according to the will of God, who is true 
and righteous, for which cause we also ought to 
esteem truth to be the strongest of all things, and 
that what is unrighteous is of no force against it 
Moreover, all things else that liave any strength 
are mortal, and short-lived, but truth is a Uiing 
tiiat is immortal and eternal. It affords us not 
indeed such a beauty as will wither away by time, 
nor such riches as may be taken away by fortune, but 
righteous rules and kws. It distinguishes them from 
iajustioe, and puts what is unrighteous to rebuke."* 

7. So when Zorobabel had left off his discourse 
about truth, and the multitude had cried out aloud 
that he had spoken the most wisely, and that it 
was truth alone that had immutable strength, and 
such as never would wax old, the king commanded 
tiiat he should ask for somewhat over and above 
what he had promised, for that he would give it 
him because of his wisdom, and that prudence 
wherein he exceeded the rest ; ** and thou shalt sit 
with me," said the king, *< and shalt be called my 
Cousin.'* When he hM said this, Zorobabel put 
him in mind of the vow he had made in case he 
should ever have the kingdom. Now this vow was, 
^to rebuild Jerusalem, and to build therein the 
temple of God, as also to restore the vessels which 
Nebuchadnezzar had pillaged, and carried to Ba- 
bylon. And this," said he, '* is that request which 
thou now permittest me to make, on account that 
1 have been judged to be wise and understanding.'" 

8. So the long was pleased with what he had eaid, 
and arose and kissed him ; and wrote to the to- 
parchs, and governors, and enjoined them to con- 
duct Zorobabel and those that were going with him 
to build the temple. He also sent letters to those 
rulers that were in Syria and Phoenicia to cut down 
and carry cedar-trees from Lebanon to Jerusalem, 
and to assist him in building the dty. He also 
wrote to them, that all the captives who should go 
to Judea should be free ; and he prohibited his de- 

ApenoT thflM 



• Tb* ivttter la to not*, that although tha ■paecfaa* or papen o 
«hna of thaklngligvanl an moehthamna, Inoorthlxd tKwkaf 
eUp. UL and !▼. aa Uiajan bcra la JoMphiu, yat that tha intnduotVon 
U uiem ia antlval/ <Uflte«Dt, whila in our EMiraa tha whole la rektad aa 
the aoBtrlvaaaa of tha thraa of tha klag^ guaida thamiclTca { and avan 
tha mighty raward* an apolwD of an propoaad by tbanualvaa, and tha 
'INVchaa an nlatad to hava bMn datlT«t«d bj thamMlraa to tha king ia 
wiling, whilaall Ueoatnry In Joaaphua. I naad not ny whoaa aoooont 
li >lw iiio^t pnbahla, tha tnattan apaak far thanuaWea j and then can 
heaodoahft bat Joaephuel hlatory u hen to be vary much prafemd 
hefta« tha oUwr. Dior ladaad doea It aeain to ma at aU aaliluly that 
tba whole waa a eoaurivanoaof king Darloa'a own, in otdar to be dceaoCty 
and laoifcnvivaly pot tai mind by Zorobabel oT ftalfiUing hiaold vow far 
the rabaihUqg of Jeniaalem and the tampla, and the n«to(atkMi of the 
wonhlp or the * One true Oi'd' than, llor dee* tha ftill mmalng ot 
ZonbaWl, whan haarloa oat(SEad. It.40). ''Blaaaad betlie God or 
tniUi ,*- aad hen, " God la true and righteoua," or even of all tha peo. 
fb ta ZmI. It. 4U, " Onat la traib, and mighty above all thlnga," aeem 
<• me maeii dmumi tram thia. " Then la but one true Ood, the God 
ar lanaL" To which doetrine, 9oA aa Cyni« aad Dartna, &«. tha J«Mr«' 
inat patmn*. aaaoi sot to have bean very avam, thoigh the antin 
Uatoy aC UHkr klaS«OTM nude tkam gaaaralty oonoaal It. 



pnties and governors to lay any king's taxes upon 
the Jews : he also permitted that they should have 
all the Und which they could possess themselves of 
without tributes. He also enjoined the Idumeana 
and Samaritans, and the inhabitants of Celesyria, 
to restore those villages which they had taken from 
the Jews ; and that, besides all this, fifty talents 
should be given them for the building of the temple. 
He also permitted them to offer weir appointed 
sacrifices, and that whatsoever the high-pnest and 
the priests wanted, and those saci^d garments 
wherein they used to worship God, should be made 
at his own charges ; and that the musical instru- 
ments which the Levites used in singing hymns to 
God should be eiven them. Moreover, he charged 
them, that portions of land should be given to those 
that guarded the dty and the temple, as also a de- 
terminate sum of money every year for their main- 
tainance : and withal he sent the vessels. And all 
that Cyrus intended to do before him, relating to 
the restoration of Jerusalem, Darius also ordained 
should be done accordingly. 

9. Now when Zorobabel had obtained these 
grants from the king, he went out of the palace, 
and looking up to heaven, he began to return thanks 
to God for the wisdom he had given him, and the 
victory he had gained thereby, even in the presence 
of Darius himself : for, said he, <^ I had not been 
thought worthy of these advantages, Lord, unless 
thou had been favourable to me." When, there- 
fore, he had returned these thanks to God for the 
present circumstances he was in, and had prayed 
to him to afford iiim the like favour for the time to 
come, he came to Babylon, and brought the good 
news to Ins countrymen of what grants be IumI pro- 
cured for them from tlie king ; who, when they 
heard the same, gave thanks also to God that he 
restored the land of their forefathers to them again. 
So they betook themselves to drinking and eating, 
and for seven days tliey continued feasting, and 
kept a festival, for the rebuilding and restoration 
of tiieir country : after this they chose tliemselves 
rulers, who sliould go up to Jerusalem, out of the 
tribes of their forefathers, with their wives, and 
children, and cattle, who travelled to Jerusalem 
with joy and pleasure, under the conduct of those 
whom Darius sent along witli them, and making a 
noise with songs, and pipes, and cabals. The 
rest of the Jewish multitude also besides accompa- 
nied them with rejoicing. 

10. And thus did these men go, a certain and 
determinate number out of every family, though I 
do not think it proper to recite particularly the 
names of those families, that I may not take off the 
minds of my readers from the connexion of the 
historical facts, and make it hard for tliem to follow 
the coherence of my narration : but the sum of 
those that went up, above the age of twelve years, 
of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, was four 
hundred and sixty-twomyriadsand eight thousand ;t 

t Thla Btraaga reading in Joaaphua^ pmant eoptea, rf fcur mllUona 
faicteod of tMta theuMind, la one of the gmeMat cnon thai la In tham. 
and ought to lia eorracted from Xira II. 04, I Bad. j. 40, and Neh. vIL 
««, who aU agna Uiegancnl aum waa but about forty-lwo thouaand 
thne huadnd Mid aUty, It ia alao very pUIn tiiat J oecphua thought. 



. insaftarwaids brought up another oompany eat of Baby- 

Ion and Penia, la tha daya oT Xarata, th«r wan abo. aa weU aa theaa^ 
out or tha two tribaa, and oat of tham only, and wen In "^^ jnfff 
than ** a leed" aad " a remnant," while an ** Immenae number* af tha 
tan tribaa aaver ntumad, bu^ aa he believed, aontinued than beyond 
Euphratn. ^. T.^-fhJi A.P^^T.lJif^-^.'i'l^Jfc *^ 



«-, ^ —. ^t. t, a. or which maiuioda. tae jewa oeyomi 

Euphmtaa, ha epeaka frequanUy abawhan, though, by the way, ha 
navar takaa Uiaaa to be Idobtan, bat looka on tham itUl aa obaarvan ol 
the law* of Moaea. Tha " eertan pait" of tha people that now Mae up 
fhim Babyloa. at tita end of thia obaplar. Imply the »»• "S^fUf* "lif": 
borof JawaOiatiMmeaiBanp; and wUl noway agree wUh Ox faux 
mil Sena. 
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tiia Levites wen sevmity-four ; the number of the 
women and children mixed together was forty thon- 
eand seTen huidxed and forty-two ; and beaidea 
these, there were singers of the Levites one hun- 
dred and twenty-eight» and porters one hundred 
and ten, and of the saored ministers three hundred 
and ninety-two ; there were also others besides 
these, who said they were Israelites, but were not 
able to show their genealogies, six hundred and six- 
ty-two : some there were also who were expelled 
out of the number and honour of the priests, as 
having married wives whose genealogies they could 
not produce, nor where they found m the genealo- 
gies of the Levites and priests ; they were about 
five hundred and twenty-five ; tiie multitude also 
of servants who followed these that went up to Je- 
rusalem seven thousand three bundled and thirty- 
seven ; singing men and singing women were two 
hundred and forty-five ; the camels were four hun- 
dred and thirty-five ; the beasts used to the yoke 
were five thousand five hundred and twenty-five ; 
and the governors of all this multitude thus num- 
bered were Zorobabel, the son of Salathiel, of the 
posterity of David, and of the tribe of Judah ; and 
Jeshua, the son (^ Josedek the high-priest ; and be- 
sides these there were Mordecai and Serebeus, who 
were distinguished from the multitude, and were 
rulers, who also contributed a hundred pounds of 

Slid and five thousand of silver. By this means, 
erefore, the priests and the Levites, and a certain 
part of the entire people of the Jews that were in 
Babylon, came and dwelt in Jerusalem ; but die 
rest of ^e multitude returned every one to their 
own countries. 



CHAPTER IV. 

MOW TBB TBMPLB WAS BUILT, WHILB THB CUTHBAlIB 
KNDEAVOn&ED IN VAIN TO OBSTRUCT THB WORK. 

} 1. Now in the seventh month after they were 
departed out of Babylon, both Jeshua the high- 
pnest, and Zorobabel the governor, sentmessen- 

Srs every way round about, and gathered those 
bt were in tiie country together to Jerusalem 
universally, who came very gladlv thither. He 
then built the altar on the same place it had for- 
merly been built, that they might ofi^er the appoint- 
ed sacrifices upon it to God, according to the laws 
of Moses. But while they did this, they did not 

C* ne the neighbouring nations, who all of them 
an ill-will to them. They also celebrated the 
Feast of Tabernacles at that time, as the legislator 
had ordained conoemins it ; and after that they 
offered sacrifices, and what were called the daily 
sacrifices, and the obUtions proper for the Sabbaths, 
and for all the holy festivals. Those also that had 
made vows performed them, and offered their sa- 
crifices from the first day of the seventh month. 
They also began to build the temple, and gave a 
great deal of money to the masons and to the cai^ 
pouters, and what was necessary for the mainten- 
ance of the workmen. The Sidonians also were 
' very willing and ready to bring the cedar^trees from 
liibanus, to bind them together, and to make a 
united float of them, and to bring them to tlie port 
of Joppa, for that was what Cyrus had commanded 
at firsty and what was now done at the conmiand of 
Dsrius. 
2. In the second year of their coming to Jerusa- 



lem, as the Jews were tbers, in the seeood numthf 
the building of the temple went on apace ; and wheas 
they had liud its foundations on the first day of the 
second month of that second year, they set, as over • 
seers of the work, such Levites as were fiill twenty 
years old ; and Jeshua and his sons and brethren, 
and Codmiel, the brother of Judas, the son of Amt- 
nadab, with his sons ; and the temple, by the great 
diligence of those that had the care of it, wasfiiniab- 
ed sooner than any one would have expeeted. And 
when the temple was finished, the priests, adorned 
with their accustomed garmente, atood with theiv 
trumpets, while the Levites, and the sons of Asaph^ 
stood and sung hymns to God, according as David 
first of all appointed them to bless God. Now the 
priests and Invites, and the elder part of the fiuni- 
lies, recollecting with themselves how much greater 
and more sumptuous the old temple had been,sedng 
that now made how much inferior it was^ on account 
of their poverty, to that which had been built of 
old, considered with themselves how much their 
happy state was sunk below what it had been of old, 
as well as their temple. Hereupon they were dis- 
consolate, and not able to contain their grief^ and 
proceeded so far as to lament and shed tears on 
those accounts ; but the people in general were 
contented with their present condition ; and because 
they were allowed to build them a temple, they de- 
sired no more, and neither regarded nor remem- 
bered, nor indeed at all tormented themselves with 
the comparison of that and the former temple, as 
if this were below their expectations. But the 
wailing of the old men, and of the priests, on ao 
count of the deficiency of this temple, in their opi- 
nion, if compared with that which had been demo- 
lished, overcame the sounds of the trumpets and 
the rejoicing of tlie people. 

3. But when the Samaritans, who were stiU ene- 
mies to the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, besfd 
the sound of the trumpets, they came running to- 
gether, and desired to know what was the occasion 
of this tumult ; and when they perceived that it 
was from the Jews who had been carried captive 
to Babylon, and were rebuilding their temple, they 
came to Zorobabel and to Jeshua, and to the heads 
of the.fomilies, and desired tliat they would give 
them leave to build the temple with them, and to 
be partners vrith them in building it ; for they said, 
'* We worship their God, and especially pray to kdm, 
and are desirous of their religious setttement, and 
this ever since Shalmanezer, the kiug of Assyria* 
transpknted us out of Cutbali and Media to this 
place." When they said thus, Zorobabel, and Je- 
shua the high-priest, and the heads of the fionilies 
of the Israelites, replied to them, that it was im- 
possible for them to permit them to be tlieir part- 
ners, whilst they [only] had been appointed to build 
that temple at first by Cyrus, and now by Darius, 
although it was indeed lawful for them' to come and 
worship there if they pleased, and that they could 
allow them nothing, but in common with them, 
which was common to them with all other men^ to 
come to their temple and worship God tliere. 

4. When the Cutheans heard this, for the Sama- 
ritans have that appelUtion, tliey had indignation 
at it, and persuaded the nations of Syria to deur^ 
of the governors, in tlie same manner as they had 
done formerly in the days of Cyrus, and agam in 
the days of Cambyses afterwarda, to put a stop to 
the temple, and to endeavour to delay and protract 
the Jews in their zeal about it. Now at this time 
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Sinmesy the g a ^yuor of Syria and Phoeiiicia» and 
SathrabnsuMB, with certain othen^ came np to Jo- 
n»aieoi, and aakod the mien of the Jews, by whose 
grant it was that they built the temple in this man- 
meTf smce it was more like a citadel than a temple 1 
and lor what reason it was that they built cloisters 
and walls, and those strong ones too, about the city ! 
To which Zoffobabd and Jeahua the high-priest re- 
plied, that they were the servants of God Almi|^ty : 
' that this temple was built for him by a kmg of 
theirs that Hired in great prosperity, and one that 
'exceeded all men in Tirtne ; and that it contmned a 
long time, but that because of their fitthers^ impiety 
towards God, Nebuchadneisar, king of the Baby- 
loniana and of the Chaldeans, took their city by 
Ibrce^ and destroyed it, and pillaced the temple, and 
burnt it down, and transplanted the people whom 
he had made captiyes, and renloved them to Baby- 
ion ; that Cyrus, who, after him, was king of Baby- 
lonia and Persia, i»Tote to them to build the tem- 
ple, and conmiitted the gifts and Teasels, and what- 
soever Nebuchadnezzar had carried out of it, to Zo- 
robahel, and Mithridates the U^easurer ; and gave 
order to ha,ve them carried to Jerusalem, and to 
harTo them restored to their own temple when it 
was built ; for he had sent to them to have it done 
apeedily, and commanded Sanabassar to go up to 
Jerusalem, and to take care of the building of the 
temple ; who, upon receiving that epistle from Cy- 
rus, came and immediately laid its foundations : — 
^ and although it hath been in building from that 
time to this, it hath not yet been finished, by rea- 
son of the malignity of our enemies. If therefore 
yott have a mimi, and think it proper, write this 
aceooBt to Darias, that when he hath consulted the 
records of the kings, he may find that we have told 
jon nothing that is falae about this matter." 

5. When Zorebabel and the high-priest had made 
this answer, Sisinoes, and thoee that were with him, 
did not resolve to hinder the building, until they 
htui informed king Darius of all this. So they im- 
mediately wrote to him about these affairs ; but as 
the Jewa were new under terror, and afraid lest 
^e king sliould change his resolution as to the 
Iwilding of Jerusalem and of the temple, there were 
two prophets at that time amongst them, Haggai 
and Zeehariah, who encouraged them, and bade 
4hem be of good cheer, and to snspeet no discou- 
ragement from the Persians, for that God foretold 
4h]a to them. So, in dependence on those prophets, 
4ibmy a|^Ued themselves eainestly to building, and 
4id not mtermit one day. 

€. Mow Darius, when the Samaritans had written 
to him, and in their ^istle had accused the Jews 
how they lertifled the eity, and built the temple 
more like to a citadel than a temple ; and said, tnat 
their things were not expedient for the king's af- 
fium ; and besides^ the v showed the epistle of Cam- 
bysesy whereia he ferbade them to build the tem- 
ple : and when Darius thereby understood that the 
restoratioa of Jerusalem waa not expedient for his 
afEurs, and when ho had read the ^istle that was 
brought him from Sisinnes and those that were with 
him, he gave order that what oonoemed these mat- 
ters shoidd be sought for among the royal records. 
— Whereupon a book was firand at Ecbatana, in the 
tower that was in Media, wherein waa written as 
follows : — ^ Cjrros the king, in the first year of 
hu reigB, eommanded that the temple should be 
built in Jerusalem ; and the altar in height three- 
eoors enhits^ and ito breadth of the same, with three 



edifices of polished stone^ and one ediflee of stone 
of their own oonntry ; and he ordained that the 
expenses of it should be paid out of the king's re- 
venue. He also commanded that the "vesssli which 
Nebuchadnezzar had pillaged [out of the temple], 
and had carried to Babylon, should be restored to 
the people of Jerusalem ; and that tiie eareof these 
things should belong to Saaabaasar, the governor 
and president of Syria and Phoenicia, and to his a»> 
sociates, that they may not meddle with- thai j^aoe, 
bnt may permit the servanto of God, the Jews and 
their rulers, to build the tem^e. He also ordained 
that they should assist them m the work ; and that 
they should pay to the Jews, out of the tribute of 
the country where they were governors, on account 
of the sacrifices, bulls, and rams, and lambs, and 
kids of the goats, and fine flour, and oil, and wine, 
and all other things that the prieeto should suggest 
to them ; and that they should way for the preeer- 
vation of the king, and of the Persians : and that 
for such as tran^ressed any of these orders thus 
sent to them, he commanded that they riiouU be 
caught, and hung upon a cross, and their substance 
coi&cated to the king's use. He also prayed to 
God against them, that if any one attempted to hin- 
der the building of the temple, God would strike 
him dea^, and toereby restrain his wickedness.'' 

7. When Darius had found tiiis book among the 
records of Cyrus, he wrote an answer to Siemnes 
and his associates, whose contente were these : — 
** King Darius to Sisinnes the governor, and to Sa- 
tfarabnzanes, sendeth greeting. Havinr found a 
copy of this epistle among the records of Cirrus, I 
have sent it to you ; and I will that all thmgs be 
done as therein written. — Farewell." So when Si- 
sinnes, and those that were with him, understood 
the intention of the king, they resolved to follow 
his directions entirely for the time to come. So 
they forwarded the sacred works, and assisted the 
elders of the Jews, and the prinoes of the sanhedrim ; 
and the structure of the temple was with great di- 
ligence brought to a conclusion, by the propheoies 
of Haggai and Zechariah, according to God's oom- 
mands, and by the injunctions of Cyrus and Darius 
the kings. Now the temple was buiit in seven 
years' tune : and in the ninth year of the reign of 
IHuius, on the twenty-third day of the twelfth month, 
which is by us called Adar, but by the Macedoni- 
ans Dyttrus, the prieste and the Levites, and the 
other multitude of the Israelites, offered saerifioes, 
as the renovation of their former prosperity after 
their captivity, and because they had now the tem- 
ple rebuilt, a hundred bulls, two hundred rams, 
four hundred lambs, and twelve kids of the goats, 
accordinr to the number of their tribes (for so ma- 
ny are the tribes of the Israelites) ; and this kst 
for the sins of every tribe. The prieste also, and 
the Levites, set the porters at every gate aeeording 
to the hiws of Moses. The Jews also built the 
cloisters of the inner temple that were round about 
the temple itself. 

8. And as the feast of unleavened bread was at 
hand, in the first month, which according to the Ma- 
cedonians, is called Xantkieut, but aeoordin^ to us 
iV'ifaa, all the people ran together out of the villages 
to tiie city, and celebrated the festival, having puri- 
fied themselves, with their wives and childrui, ac- 
cording to the law of their country ; and they offered 
the sacrifice which was called the Pauovery on tlie 
fourteenth day of the same month, and feasted seven 
days, and spared for no cost, but offered whole 
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bumt-oflTeringB to God, and perfonned norifioea of 
thanksgiving, because God nad led them again to 
the land of their fathers, and to the laws thereto 
belonging, and had rendered the mind of the kine 
of Persia &Tonrable to them . So these men offered 
the lai^gest saerifioea on these accounts, and need 
p;reat magnificence in the worship of God, and dwelt 
m Jerusalem, and made use of a form of govern- 
ment that was aristocratical, but mixed with an 
oligarchy, for the high-priests were at the head of 
their affairs, until the posterity of the Asamoneans 
set up kingly government ; for before their capti- 
vity, and the dissolution of their polity, they at first 
had kinjrly government from Saul and David for 
five hundred and thirty-two years, six montiis, and 
ten days : but before those kings, such rulers go- 
verned them as were called Judges and Monarchs. 
Under this form of government, tiiey continued for 
more than five hundred years, after the death of 
Moses, and of Joshua their commander. — And this 
is the account I had to give of the Jews who had 
been carried into captivity, but were delivered from 
it in the times of Cyrus and Darius. 

9. * But the Samaritans, being evil and enviously 
disposed to the Jews, wrought them many mis- 
chiefs, by reliance on their riches, and by their 
pretence that they wero allied to the Persians, on 
account that thence the^ came ; and whatsoever it 
was that they were enjomed to pay the Jews by the 
king's order out of their tributes for the sacrifices, 
they would not pay it. They had also the governors 
favourable to ttiem, and assistiDg them for that 
purpose ; nor did they spare to hurt them, either 
by themselves or by oUiers, as far as they wero 
able. So the Jews determined to send an embas- 
sage to king Darius, in favour of the people of Je- 
rusalem, and in order to accuse the Samaritans. 
The ambassadors wero Zorobabel, and four others 
of the rulen ; and as soon as tiie king knew from 
the ambassadors the accusations and complaiuts 
they brought against the Samaritans, he gave tiiem 
an epistie to be carried to the governors and ooun- 
eil of Samaria ; the contents of which epistle wero 
these : '' King Darius to Tanganas and Sainbabas, 
the governors of the Samaritans ; to Sadnioes and 
Bobelo, and the rest of tiieir fellow-servants that 
are in Samaria : Zorobabel, Ananias, and Morde- 
cai, the ambassadors of tiie Jews, complain of you, 
that you obstruct them in the building of the tem- 
ple, and do not supply them with the expenses 
which I commanded you to do for the offering of 
their sacrifices. My will tiiereforo is this : liiat 
upon the reading of this epistie, you supply them 
with whatsoever they want for their sacnfioes, and 
that out of the ro^-al troasury, of tiie tributes of 
Samaria, as the priest sliall desiro, that they may 
not leave off their offering daily sacrifices, nor 
praying to God for me and the Persians :" — and 
these wero the contents of that epistie. 



CHAPTER V. 

UOW XBRXta, THB SON OF DARIUS, WAS WBLL-DIS- 
POSED TO THB JBW8 ; AS ALSO OONCBENXRO E8DRA8 
AND NBHEMIAH. 

§ I. Upon the death of Darius, Xerxes his son took 
tiie kingdom ; who, as he inherited his father's 

• Tht htatory eontatiwd In tbia Motion b mUnIj wanUng la all our 



kingdom, so did he inherit his piety towavds God, 
and honour of him ; for he did all things suitebliy 
to his father rotating to divine worship, and he was 
exceeding friendly to the Jews. Now about thia 
time a son of Jeshua, whose name was Joacim, was 
the high-priest. Moreover, thero was now in Ba- 
bylon a righteous man, and one that enjoyed a 
great roputation among tiie multitude ; he was the 
principal priest of the people, and his name was 
Esdras. He was very skilful in the laws of Moses, 
and was well acquainted with king Xerxes. He 
had determined to go up to Jerusalem, and to take 
with him some of tiiose Jews that wero in Babylon ; 
and he desired that the king would give him au 
epistie to the governors of Syria, by which they 
might know who he was. Accordingly, the king 
wrote tiie following epistie to those govemofs : — 
'< Xerxes, king of kings, to Esdras the priest, and 
roader of the divine law, greeting. I tiiiuk it 
agreeable to that love which I bear to maiUund, to 
permit those of the Jewish nation who aro so dis- 
posed, as well as those of tiie priests and Levites 
that aro in our kingdom, to go together to Jeru- 
salem. Accordingly, I have given command for 
that purpose ; and let every one that hath a mind 
go, according as it hath seemed good to me, and 
to my seven counsellors, and this in order to 
their roview of the affairs of Judea, to see whe- 
ther they be agreeable 'to the Uw of God. Let 
them also take with tiiem those prosenta which I 
and my friends have vowed, with all that silver 
and gold which is found in the country of the 
Babybnians, as dedicated to God, and let aU thia 
be carried to Jerusalem, to God for sacrifices. 
Let it also be lawful for thee and thy brothron 
to make as many vessels of silver and gold as 
thou pleascst Thou slialt also dedicate those 
holy vessels which have been given thee, and as 
many moro as thou hast a mind to make, and shall 
take the expenses out of the king's treasury. I 
have moreover written to the treasurors of Syria 
and Phcenicia, that they take caro of tiiose affairs 
that Esdras tiie priest, and roader of the kws of 
God, is sent about ; and that God may not be at 
all angry with me, or with my childron, I grant all 
that is necessary for sacrifices to God, according to 
the law as far as a hundred oori of wheat ; and I 
enjoin you not to lay any treacherous imposition, 
or anv tributes, upon their priests or Levites, or 
sacrod singers, or porters, or sacred servants, or 
scribes of tiie temple ; and do thou, O Esdras, ap- 
point judges according to the wisdom [given thee] of 
God, and those such as understand the Uw, that 
tiiey may judge in all Syria and Phcenicia ; and 
do thou instruct those also which aro ignorant of it, 
that if any one of thy countrymen transgress the 
Uw of God, or that of the king, he may be punished, 
as not transgressing it out of ignorance, but as one 
tiuit knows it indeed, but boldly despises and com- 
temns it ; and such may be punished by death, or 
by paying fines. FarowelL" 

2. When Esdras had received this epistle, he 
was very joyful, and began to worship God, and 
confessed that he had been the cause of the king's 
sroat favour to him, and that ibr the same reason 
he gave all the thanks to God. So he read the 
epistie at Babylon to those Jews that wero thero ; 
but he kept the epistie itself, and sent a copy of it 
to all those of his own nation that wero m MedU ; 
and when these Jews had undentood what piety 
the kiug had towards God, and what kindness ha 
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had for Eedras, they were all greatly pleased ; nay 
many of them took their effects with them^ and 
came to Babylon, as very desirous of going down to 
Jerosalem ; but then the entire body of the people 
of Israel remained in that country ; wherefore there 
are but two tribes in Asia and Europe subject to 
the Romans, while the ten tribes are beyond Eu- 
phrates till now, and are an immense multitude, 
and not to be estimated by numbers. Now there 
came a great number of priests, and Levites, and 
porters, and sacred singers, and sacred serrants, to 
Esdzas. So he gatherod those that were in the 
captivity together beyond Euphrates, and staid 
there three days, and ordained a fast for them, that 
they might maJce their prayers to God for their pre- 
•erration, that they might suffer no misfortunes by 
the way, either from their enemies, or from any 
other ill accident ; for Esdras had said beforehand, 
that he had told the king how God would preserve 
them, and bo he had not thought fit to request that 
he would send horsemen to conduct them* So when 
they had finished their prayers, they removed from 
Euphrates, on the twelfth day of the first month of 
the seventh year of the reign of Xerxes, and they 
came to Jerusalem on the fifth month of the same 
year. Now Esdras presented the sacred money to 
the tzeasorers, who were of tlie family of the priests, 
of silver six hundred and fifty talents, vessels of 
gold twenty talents, vessels of brass, that was more 
precious gold,* twelve talents by weight ; for these 
presents liad been made by the king and his coun- 
sellors, and by all the Israelites that staid at Baby- 
lon. So when Esdras had delivered these things 
to the priests, he gave to God, as the appointed sa- 
crifices of whole burnt-offerings, twelve bulls onao- 
eount of the common preservation of the people, 
ninety rams, seventy- two lambs, and twelve kids 
of the goats, for the remission of sins. He also de- 
livered the king's epbtle to the kinz's ofiioers, and 
to the governors of Celesyria and Fhcenicia ; and 
as they were under the necessity of doing what was 
enjoined by him, they honoured our nation, and 
were assistant to them in all their necessities. 

3. Now these things were truly done under the 
conduct of Esdras ; and he succeeded in them, be- 
cause God esteemed him worthy of the success of 
his conduct, on account of his goodness and 
righteousness. But some time afterward there 
came some persops to him, and brought an ac- 
CQsataon against certain of the multitude, and of 
the priests and Levites, who had transeressed their 
settlement, and dissolved the laws of their country, 
by marrying strange wives, and had brought the 
Dunily of the priests into confusion. These persons 
desired him to support the laws, lest God should 
take up a general an^er against them all, and re- 
duce tliem to a calamitous condition again. Here- 
upon he rent his garment immediately, out of grief, 
and pulled off the hair of his head and beai-d, and 
cast himself upon the ground, because this crime 
had reached the principal men among the people ; 
and considering that if he should enjom them to 
cast out their wives, and the children they had by 
them, he should not be hearkened to, he continued 
l)-ing upon the ground. However, all the better 
sort came running to him, who also themselves 
wept, and partook of the grief he was under for 
what had been done. So Edras rose up from the 
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ground, and stretched out his hands towards Hea* 
ven, and said that he was ashamed to look towards 
it, because of the sins which the people had com- 
mitted whUe they had cast out of their memories 
what their fathers. had undergone on account of 
their wickedness ; and he besought God, who had 
saved a seed and a remnant out of the calamity 
and captivity they had been in, and had restored 
tliem asain to Jerusalem, and to their own land, 
and had obliged the King of Persia to have com- 
passion on them, that he would also forgive them 
their sins they had now committed, which, though 
they deserved death, yet, was it agreeable to the 
mercy of Grod, to remit even to these the punish- 
ment due to them. 

. 4. After Esdras had said this, he left off pray- 
ing ; and when all those that came to him with 
their wives and children were under lamentatioDy 
one, whose name was Jechonias, a principal man in 
Jerusalem, came to him, and said, that they had 
sinned in marrying strange wives ; and he persua- 
ded him to adjure them all to cast those wives out, 
and the children bom of them ; and that those 
should be punished who would not obey the law. 
So Esdras hearkened to this advice, and made Uie 
heads of the priests, and of the Levites, and of the 
Israelites, swear that they would put away those 
wives and children, according to the advice of Je- 
chonias ; and when he had received their oaths, he 
went in haste out of the temple into the chamber 
of Johanan, the son of Eliasib, and as he had hi- 
therto tasted nothing at all for grief, so he abode 
there that day ; and when procliunation was made^ 
that all tliose of the captivity should gather them- 
selves togetlier to Jerusalem, and those that did not 
meet there iu two or three days should be banished 
from the multitude, and that their substance should 
be appropriated to the uses of the temple, according 
to the sentence of the elders, those that were of the 
tribes of Judah and Benjamin came tocether in 
three days, viz. on the twentieth day of 3ie ninth 
month, which, according to the Hebrews, is called 
Ttbetkf and according to the Macedonians, Apel- 
Uitu. Now, as they were sitting in the upper room 
of the temple, where the elders also were present, 
but were uneasy because of the cold, Esdras stood 
up and accused them, and told them that they had 
sinned in marrying wives that were not of their own 
nation ; but that now tliey would do a thing both 
pleasing to God and advantageous to themselves, if 
they would put those wives away. Accordiuffly, 
they all cried out that they would do so. Tha^ 
however, the multitude was great, and that the 
season of the year was winter, and that this work 
would require more than one or two days. ** Let 
their mlers, therefore [said they], and those that 
have married stranee wives, oome hither at a proper 
time, while the elders 'of every place, that are in 
common, to estimate the number of those that have 
tlius married, are to be tliere also." Accordingly, 
this was resolved on by them ; and they began the 
inquiry after those that had married strange wives 
on the first day of the tenth month, and oodtinued 
the inquiry to the first day of the next month, and 
found a great many of the posteri^ of Jeshna the 
high-priest, and of the priests and Levites, and Is- 
raelites, who had a greater regard to the observa- 
tion of the law than to their natural affection,t and 

t This pitwMliu* of XidrM, asd of th« b«i put ofth* Jewbh nation, 
■fUr tbeir ratom ttxm Um Babylonlah capUviiy, of nduelng tii« J«wL»h 
maiTlaffw, onoo Ibr all, to the •triotacw of th« law of Moaoa, •'<•«'—•» 
anjr ra^ni to the grm/Uum at thorn who had tirolian lt» and \ 
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immediately cast out their wiTea, aoid the eliildren 
whidi were horn of tliem ; and i» order to appease 
God| they offered sacrifices, and slew rams, as obla- 
tions to him ; but it does not seem to me to be ne- 
cessary to set down the names of these men. So 
when Esdras had reformed this sin abovt the mar- 
riages of the forementioned persons, he reduced 
that practaoe to purity, so that it continued in that 
state in the time to come. 

5v Now when they kc^ the feast of tabemades 
ia the seventh month,* and ^dmost all the people 
wera come together to it, they went up to the open 
part of th» tMftple, to the gate which looked east- 
ward, and desired Esdras thatt the Uws of Moses 
might be read to them. Accordingly, he stood in the 
midst €i the multitude and read Uiem ; and this he 
did from moniiag to noon. Now, by hearing the 
laws read to them,, they were instructed to be righ- 
teona men for the present and for the f atnre ; but 
as for theur past offences, they were displeased at 
thensttl^eB and poceeded to shed tears on their 
aeeount, as considering with themselves, that if 
they had kept the Uw, they had endured none of 
these miseries whidi they had experienced ; but 
when Esdias saw them in that dimposition, he bade 
them go home and not weep, for that it was a festi- 
▼al» and they ought not to weep thereon, liar that it 
was not lawful so to do.t He exhorted them ra- 
ther to proceed immediately to feasting, and to do 
what was suitable to a feast, and what was agree- 
able te a day of joy ; but to let their repentance 
and sorrow for their former sans be a security and 
a guard to them, that they fell no more into the 
like effenflss. So upon Esdras* exhortation they 

»ya to- feast : and when they bad so done for 
t days» in their tabernacles, they departed to 
their own homes, singing hymns to Grod, and re- 
turning thanks to Eadna for his reformation of 
what oocruptioas had been introduced into their 
setdcBMBt. So it came to pass, that after he liad 
obtained this reputation among the people, he died 
an old mai^ and was buried in a magnificent man- 
ner at Jerusalem. About the same time it hap- 
peaad also that Joacin^ high-priest, died ; and his 
son Eliasih suooeeded in the high-priesthood. 

<(. Now there was one of those Jews who had 
been carried oaptive, who wss cup-bearer to king 
Xerxee ; his name was Nehemiah. As this man 
waa walking before Susa, the metropolis of the Per- 
aiansy he hoard some strangers that were entering 
the city, after a long journey, speaking to one ano- 
ther in the Hebrew tonnie ; so he went to them 
and asked from whence they came ; and when their 
answer was, that they came from Judea, he began 
to inquire of them again in what state the multitude 
was, and in what condition Jerusalem was : and 
when they replied that tliey were in a bad state^: 
for that their walls were thrown down to the ground, 

N9*rd to (hat anftanl tatoOm «r eomMMloii fbr Uialr hmOun wItm, 
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and that the neighbowing natiooB did a great deal 
of mischief to the Jows, while in the day-time they 
over^ran the country sad pilUged it, and in the 
night did them mischief, insomuch that not a few 
were led away captive out of the country, and out 
of JenwBlem itself, and that the roads were ia the 
day-time found full of dead men. Hereupon Ne- 
hemiah shed tears, oat of commiBeration of the ca- 
lamities of his countrymen ; and, looking up to 
Heaven, he said, << How long, Lord, wilt thou 
OTcrkwk eur nation, while it suffers so great mise* 
ries, and while we are made the prey and the spoil 
of all men !" And while he staid at the gate, and 
lamented thus, one told him that the king was going 
to sit down to sapper ; so he made haste, and went 
as he was, without washing himself, to minister to 
tha king ia his ofiice of cup-bearer : but as the king 
was very pleasant after supper, and more cheerfiu 
than usual,, he cast liis eyes on Nehemiah, and see- 
ing him look sad, he asked him why he was sad. 
Whereupon he prayed to God to give him favour, 
and afford the power of ptfsuadiog by his words ; 
and said, " How can I, O king, appear otherwise 
than thus, and not be in trouble, wliile I hear that 
the waUfl of Jerusalem, the city where are the se- 
pulchres of my fathers, ace thrown down to the 
ground, and that its gates are consumed by fire t 
But do thou grant me the favour to go and build 
ite wall, and to finish the building of the temple." 
Accordingly the king gave him a signal, that he 
freely granted him what he asked ; and told him, 
that he should carry an epistle to the governors, 
that they might pay liim due honour, and afford 
him whatsoever assistance he wanted, and as he 
pleased. << Leave off thy sorrow then," said the 
king, ''and be cheeiful in the performance of thy 
ofBce hereafter." So Kehemiah worshipped God, 
and ^ve the king thanks for his promise, and cleared 
up his sad and cloudy countenance, by the pleasure 
he had from the king's promises. Accordingly, the 
king called fbr him the next day, and gave him an 
cjpistle to be carried to Adeus, the governor of Sy- 
ria, and Phoenicia, and Samaria ; wherein he sent 
to him to pay due honour to Nehemiah, and to sup- 
ply him witih what he wanted for his building. 

7* Now when he was oome to Babylon, and had 
taken with him many of bis oountr^'men, who vo- 
luntarily followed him, he came to Jerusalem in the 
twenty and fifth year of the reign of Xerxes ; and 
when he had shown the epistle to God,§ he gave 
them to Adeus, and to the other governors. He 
also called together all the people to Jerusalem, and 
stood in the midst of the temple, and made the fol- 
lowing speech to them : — ^ You know, Jews, that 
God hath kept our fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, in mind oontinuaUy ; and for the sake of 
their righteousness hath not left off the care of you. 
Indeed, he hath assisted me ia gaining this authority^ 
of the king to raise up our wall, and finish what is 
wanting of the temple. I desire you, therefore, 
who well know the ill-will our neighbouring nations 
bear to us^ and that when once they are made sen- 
sible that we are in eamedt about building, they 
will come upon us, and contrive many ways of ob- 
structing our work», that you will, in the fust place 
put your trust in God, as in him that will assist ua 
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•gainst their hatred and to intenoit building nei- 
ther night nor day, but to use all diligence> and to 
hasten on the work, now ve have this especial op* 
portonity for it," When he had said this, he gave 
order that the rulers should measure the wall, and 
part the work of it among the people, according to 
their villages and cities, ^s^ every one*s ability should 
require. ^ And when he had added this proquse, 
that he himself, with his servants, wo^ldasaist them, 
he dissolved the assembly « So the Jews prepared for 
the work : that is the name they are called by from 
the day that they came up fpom Babylon, which is 
taken from the tribe of 4udah, whieh came first to 
these places, and tlience both they ^d the country 
gained that appellation, 

8. But now when the Ammonites, and Moabites, 
and Samaritans, and all that iohalnted Celesyria, 
heard that the buikUng went on i^p*ce, they took it 
heinpusl^, foid procet^ed to l^y snares for them, 
and to hmder their intentions. They aUo slew ma- 
nv of the Jewa^ and sought how they might destroy 
Nehemiah himself, bv hiring some ef the fofeignera 
to kill him. They alsjo put the Jews in iear, and 
disturbed them, and spread abroad rumouis, as if 
many nations were ready to make an expedition 
•gainst them, by whieh means they were harassed, 
and h4d almost left o^ tha binlding. But none of 
these tbings coMld deter Nehemi^ from being di- 
ligent about the work ; he only set a number cl 
men about him as a guard to his body, and so unr 
woariedly persevered theiwin, and was ins^visible ol 
any trouble, ovt of his desire to perfect this work. 
And thus did k» attentively, and with great Idre- 
outj take care of his Qvn si^ety ; not that he learr 
ed death* but ol this persttasion, that if he were 
dead, iiM walls, for bis eitiaena, would never be 
raised. He also gave orders that the buildecB 
should hpep their ranks, and have their armour on 
while tk»y were building. Accordingly, the ma* 
son had hu sword on, as well as he that brought the 
matierialH for building. He a^o appoint^ that 
their shields should lie very near them ; and he 
placed trumpeters at every five hundred fioet, and 
charged then^ that if their enemies appeared, they 
should dve notiee of it to the people, that they 
might fight in their armour, and their enemies might 
not laU upon them naked. Ue also went about the 
compass of the city by night, being never discou- 
raged, neither about the work itself, nor about his 
own diet and sleep, lEbr he made no use of those 
thing* for his pleasure, but of necessity. And this 
Irenble he nntevent for two years and four 
SBontbs ;* for in so long a time was the waU built, 
in the twenty-eighth year of the reign of Xentes, in 
the ninth month. Now when the waUs were finish- 
ed, Nehemiah and the multitude oiEeied sacrifices 
to God for tike building of them ; and they oonti- 
naed in feaokinff eiffht day& However, when the 
nationa whidi dweU in Syria heard that the build- 
ing of the wall was finished, they had indignation 
at it ; but when Nehemiah saw that the city was 
thin of people, he exhorted the priests and the Le- 

nuur not b* vtir Impropw to n«MA here, with what an ononwl 



*n 



fetfae 

a It 

ttM«« 

althe 



iisrsi 



MM! of X«xee, in .whIeh the walla 
Jem wvre hoUt, vis. thftt Vebemiah came with thie eommlwion 



tSth oT Xcnee; that the watte were two j9»n and tonx nonths 
{ and (ha» they were llniahad on the Wth of Xwxes, eeot. 7. 
abo bf reptartwd brthcr, that Joeepbus hardly ever men- 
dMD one teSilUble Mdonomioal ehameter, Z loeaB aa eeUpee 
a, and this a Uttto beCon the death of Herod the Gratf, AaUq. 
ek. ft eeot. 4. Kov on theee two ehionologteal ohaiaetm la 
dsand VVM eTIhe meet Inportaat polote belonglaff cr 
utRaeKpikaltoB of I>aalel-< eexeniy wteke, aod aha du. 




of Paalel'f eexeniv wteke, aod 
and iha time of hto death, te 



vites, that they would leave the country, and re* 
move themselves to the city, and theve continue ^ 
and he built them houses at hia own ^s^pepses i and 
he commanded that part of the people who were 
employed in cultivatiBg the land, to bring the tithes 
of their fruits to Jerusalem, that the priests and 
Le vites having whereof they might live perpetually, 
might not leave the divine worship ; whp willingly 
hearkened to the constittttions cSf NdiemiAh, hj 
which means the city Jerusalem came to be fuller 
of people than it was before. So when Nehemiak 
had done many other excellent thingi^ and thinga 
worthy of oommendatkm, in a glorious manner, be 
cam^ toa greatage, and then died. He waaaman 
of a good and a righteous disposition, and very am- 
bitioua to make his own nation happy ; and he hath 
left the waUa of Jerusalem as an eteomal moninnent 
for himself, Nqw this wasdoneinthedaya of Xe 



CHAPTER VI. 

CONCBAHIKO BflTRBS, A9» MiA^ICar, AH9 HAMAM ; 
▲Nn HOW, IN «1I8 BBIQN Off! AETAZBBXl^ XHB 
WHOLB NATION OF VHX JSVS WAS IN nANSBK OF 
FEBISHINO. 

§ 1. Aftbb the death of Xerxes, the kingdom cftme 
to be tranrfened to his son Cyrus, whom the Qiaeka 
called Artaxerxes. When this man had obtained 
the government over the Persians, the whole na- 
tbn of the Jews,t with their wives and children, 
were in ^oer d perishing ; the ooeasbn wheiieof 
we ahall de^aie in aHtUe time ; for it is proper, in 
the first place, to exphun somewhat reUtiag to this 
long, and how he came to marr^ a Jevneh wife, 
who wss herself of the royal family also, and who 
is reUted to have saved our nation ; for when Ar* 
taxerxes had taken the kingdom, and had set go- 
vernors over the hundred twenty and seven mro« 
vinoes, from India even unto Ethiopia, in the third 
year of his reign be made a costly feast for his 
friends, and for the nations of Persia, and for their 
governors, such a one as was proper for a king to 
make, when he had a mind to miakera public de- 
monstration of his riches, and this for a hundred 
and fourscore days ; after which he made a foaat 
for other nations, snd for their ambassadors, at 
Shui^uui, for seven days. Now this feaat was or- 
dered after the manner following : — He caused a 
tent to be pitched, whieh was supported by pillars 
of gold and silver, with eurtams of linen and pur- 
ple spread over them, ^t it might aflord room for 

j SiaoeeoiMeeeptlealpMiieiwawwlllliittodiMMdtiiUho^ 
a/no true hUtory (and even our knmed andiudloloiu Dr. Wall, in hk 
UU poethumoua Oritlcal Notee upon att tha other Hebeew boohaoT tUe 
Old Tcatanwnt, glrea ue none upon tho Oaatle|e«. or upon BMher* md 
eeeroa thoKbv to give up thia boSc. n* weU ae hegivei np the «MitleM, 
ae indefrnelhte), 1 ehaLTTentan to «v. th»t«l«MMft all «ha obfeetMe 
anlDtt thie book ofEetlMr are «me at oiiee. If, M we certainly ougbMp 
do, Mtd ae Dean Prideaus has Juetly done, we plaee «iU %\Mirj lander 



^ i ^M jiwftnv* , ae do both Uie 

JoMphun. TheTeamcdDr. Lee, in hie poc— — t--i - — - --^-. i vi^ 
SeeoSd Book of E«lfae, page M. aleo aanTtibU •• Sm toott oT thJehb. 
tory !• deononetrated by the fcait of Purlm. kept np ftwn that thne to 
thievery day t and thie gvnwialnc pro*identlar reroluiiqn In fhTOurof 
a oaptlTo people, thereby eooetanir/eommcnonted. 



oaptlTe people, thereby eooetantTy^eommcnionted, etandeth fven apon 
_ aHmr butothan that there erer wae raeh a man ae Ung AJexander 
[the Oieat) in the world, of whoee ntga thrn U 00 sneh abiding mo. 
nnment at »hie dw to bo Ibund anywhere. Nor wUI they. I dare say, 
who quami at W* or any other ol the Mcred hietoriee, Snd U a very 



ea0 roattw to reconeOe'the diffcrent aceounte which were gLvm by 
bletoriane of the aflUn of thU klna, or to oonffam any one ket of. hie 
whatever with the ^ame evidenee whleh la here given Inr tJ 



fbet in the mend book, or even ao mneh aa to 
eaeh a pcraoo, of whom BO great thing! r 
thia book of Eether. or dxth of Bnlxae (1 



be principal 
the aJsianoeei 



book, or even ao mneh aa to prove the exlstanoe ei 
whom eo great things axa lela^d, but vpon grMtlag 

jr. or d«th of Bnlxaa (ae it bpaeed in iwiy .of jg 

moBtandentoopicyofUieVHlgato) tobea m«ifBUeand oertolB hto. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



244 



ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 



BOOK xr^ 



nrnnj ten thouiuidi to tit down. The caps with 
whidi the waiten ministered were of gold, and 
adorned with predons stooes, for pleasure and for 
sight. He also gave order to the senrants, that 
they should not force them to drink, by brinnng 
them wine continually, as is the practice of the Per- 
sians, but to permit every one of the guests to en- 
joy himself according to his own inclination. More- 
over, he sent messengers throngh the country, and 
gave order that they should luve a remission of 
tiieir labours, and should keep a festival many days, 
on account (^ his kingdom. In like manner did 
Vashti the queen gather her guests together, and 
made them a feast in the palace. Now the king 
was desirous to show her, who exceeded all other 
women in beauty, to those that feasted with him, 
and he sent some to command her to come to his 
feast But she, out of regard to the laws of the 
Persians, which forbid the wives to be seen by 
strangers, did not go to the king ;* 'and tliough he 
oftentimes sent the eunuchs to her, she did never- 
theless stay away, and refused to come, till the 
king was so much irritated, that he brake up the 
entertainment, and rose up, and called for those se- 
ven who had the interpretation of the laws committed 
to them, and accused his wife, and said, that he liad 
been affironted by her, because that when she was 
frequently called by him to his feast, she did not 
obey him once. He therefore gave order that tliey 
■hoold inform him what could be done by the law 
•gainst her. So one of them, whose name was Me- 
mucan, said that this affront was offered not to liim 
alone, but to all the Persians, who were in danger 
of leading their livss very ill with their wives, if 
they must be thus dmised by them ; for that none 
of their wives would nave any reverence for their 
husbands, if they had ''such an example of arro- 
gance in the ^ueen towards thee, who raleet over 
all." Accordingly, he exhorted him to punidi her, 
who had been guilty of so great an affh>nt to him, 
after a severe manner ; and when he had so done, 
to publish to the nations what had been decreed 
about tlie queen. So the resolution was to put 
Vashti away, and to give her dignity to another 
woman. 

3. But the king havmg been fond of her, he did 
not well bear a separation, and yet by the law he 
eould not admit of a reconciliation, so he was under 
trouble, as not having it in his power to do what 
he desired to do : but when his friends saw him so 
nneaspr, they advised him to cast the memory of 
his wife, and his love for her, out of his mind, but 
to send abroad over all the habitable earUi, and to 
search out for comely virgins, and to take her 
whom he should best like for his wife, because his 
pasnon for his former wife would be quenched by 
the introduction of another, and the kindness he 
had for Vashti would be withdrawn from her, and 
be pUced on her that was with him. Accordmgly, 
he was persuaded to follow this advice, and gave 
order to certain persons to chose out of the virgins 
that were in his kingdom those that were esteemed 
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(he most comely. So when a great number of 
these virsins were gathered together, there was 
found a damsel in Babylon, whose parents were 
both dead, and she was brought up with her uncle 
Mordecai, for that was her uncle's name. This 
uncle was of the tribe of Benjamin, and was one of 
the principal persons among the Jews. Now it 
proved that this damsel, whose name was Esther, 
was the most beautiful of all the rest, and that the 
grace of her countenance drew the eyes of the 9peo- 
tators principally upon her : so she was committed 
to one of the eunuchs to take the care of her ; and 
she was very exactly provided with sweet odonrs, 
in great plenty, and wfth costly ointments, such as 
her body required to be anointed withal ; and this 
was used for six months by the virgins, who were 
in number four hundred ; and when the eunuch 
thought they had been sufficiently purified, in the 
forementioned time, and were now fit to go to the 
king's bed, he sent one to be with the king every 
day. So when he had accompanied with her, he 
sent her back to the eunuch ; and when Esther 
had come to him, he was pleased with her, and fell 
in love with the damsel, and married her, and made 
her his lawful wife, and kept a wedding-feast for 
her on the twelfth month of the seventh year of hie 
reign, which was called Adar. He also sent angaria 
as uey are called, or messensers, unto every nation, 
and gave orders that they should keep a feast for 
his marriage, while he himself treated the Persians 
and the Medee, and the principal men of the nations, 
for a whole month, on account of this his marriage. 
Accordingly, Esther came to his royal palace, and 
he set a diadem on her head ; and thus was Esther 
married, without making mention to the kins what 
nation she was derived from. Her uncle also re- 
moved from Babylon to Shushan, and dwelt there, 
being every day about the palace, and inquiring 
how the damsel did, for he k>ved her as though she 
had been his own daughter. 

8. Now the king had made a ]aw,t that none of 
his own people sliould approach him unless they 
were called, when he sat upon his throne ; and 
men, with axes in their hands, stood round about 
his tlirone, in order to punish such as approached 
to liim without being odled. However, the Idng 
sat with a golden sceptre in his hand, which he 
held out when he liad a mind to save any one of 
those that approached to him without being called ; 
and he who touched it was free from danger. But 
of this matter we have discoursed sufficiently. 

4. Some time after this [two eunuchs] Bigthan 
and Teresb, plotted against the king ; and Bama- 
bazus, the servant of one of tlie eunuchs, being by 
birth a Jew, was acquainted with tlieir conspiracy^ 
and discovered it to the queen's uncle ; and Mor- 
decai, by means of Esther, made the conspirators 
known to the king. This troubled the king ; but 
he discovered the truth, and hanged the eunuchs 
upon a cross, while at that time he gave no reward 
to Mordecai, who had been tlie occasion oi his pre- 
servation. He only bade the scribe to set down 
his name in the records, and bade him stay in the 
palace, as an intimate friend of the king. 

5. Now there was one Haman, the son of Ame- 
datha, by birth an Amelekite, that used to go in to 
the king ; and the foreigners and Persians wor- 
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ahipped him, as Artaxerxes had commanded Uiat 
SQch honour should be paid to him ; but Mordecai 
was so wise, and so observant of his own country's 
laws, that he would not worship tlie man.* When 
Haman obsenred this, he inquired whence he came ; 
and when he understood that he was a Jew, he had 
indignation at him, and said within himself, that 
whereas the Persians, who were free men, wor- 
■hipped him, this man, who was no better than a 
slave, does not vouchsafe to do so. And when he 
desired to punish Mordecai, he thought it too small 
a thing to request of the king that ne alone might 
be punished ; he rather determined to abolish the 
whole nation, for he was naturally an enemy to the 
Jews, because the nation of the Amalelutes, of 
which he was, had been destroyed by them. Ac- 
cordingly he came to tlie king, and accused them, 
saying, *^ There is a certam wicked nation, and it 
is dispersed over all the habitable earth that was 
under his dominion ; a nation separace from others, 
unsociable, neither admitting the same sort of di- 
vine worship that others do, nor usmg laws like to 
die laws of others, at enmity with thy people, and 
with all men, both in their manners and practices. 
Now, if thoa wilt be a benefactor to thy subjects, 
thoo wilt give order to destroy them utterly, and 
not leave the least remains of them, nor pi'eserve 
any of them, either for slaves or for captives." 
Bat that the king might not be damnified by the 
loss of the tributes which the Jews paid him, 
Haman promised to give him out of his own estate 
forty thousand talents whensoever he pleased ; and 
he said he would pay this money very willingly, 
ttiat the kingdom might be freed from such a 
Auafortune. 

6. When Haman had made this petition, the 
king both forgave him the money, and granted him 
the men, to do what he would with them. So Ha- 
num, having gained what he desired, sent out im- 
mediately a decree, as from the king, to all nations, 
the contents whereof were these : — ** Artaxerxes, 
the great long, to the rulers of the hundred and 
^*«nty-seven provinces, from India to Ethiopia, 
■ends this writing. Whereas I have governed 
muy nations, and obtained the dominions of all 
the habitable earth, according to my desire, and 
^▼e not been obliged to do any tiling that is inso- 
^t or cruel to my subjects by such my power, but 
nave showed myself mild and gentle, by taking 
^re of their peace and good order, and have sought 
how they might enjoy Uiose blessings for all time 
te come ; and whereas I have been kindly hiformed 
by Haman, who, on account of his prudence and 
justice, is the first in my esteem, and in dignity, 
vid only second to myself, for his fidelity and con- 
stant good-will to me, that there is an ill-natured 
oation intermixed with all mankind, that is averse 
to our hiws, and not subject to kings, and of a dif- 
ferent conduct of life from others, that hateth mo- 
'^^'^yt and of a disposition that is pernicious to 
^ affiurs ; I give order that these men, of whom 
T^^'^ our second father, hath informed us, be 
^'^stioyed, with their wires and children, and that 
^^ of them be spared, and that none prefer pity 
to them before obedience to this decree ; and this 
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I will to be executed on the fourteenth day of the 
twelfth month of this present year, that so whei 
all who have enmity to us are destroyed, and this 
in one day, we may be allowed to lead the rest of 
our lives in peace hereafter." Now when this de 
cree was brought to the cities, and to tlie country 
all were ready for the destruction and entire abo 
lishment of the Jews, against the day before-men 
tioned ; and they were very hasty about it at Shu- 
shan, in particular. Accordingly, the king and 
Haman spent theur time in feasting together with 
good cheer and wine ; but the city was m disorder* 
7. Now when Mordecai was informed of what 
was done, he rent his clothes, and put on sackcloth, 
and sprinkled ashes upon his head, and went 
about the city, crying out, that ** a nation that had 
been injurious to no man, was to be destroyed.** 
And he went on saying thus as far as to tlie king's 
palace, and there he stood, for it was not lawful for 
him to go into it in that habit The same thing was 
done by all the Jews that were in the several cities 
wherein this decree was published, with lamentation 
and mourning, on account of the calamities de- 
nounced against tliem. But as soon as certain 
persons hjul told tlie queen that Mordecai stood 
before the court in a mourning habit, she was dis- 
turbed at this report, and sent out such as should 
cliauge his garments ; but when he could not be 
induced to put off his sackcloth, because the sad 
occasion that forced him to put it on was not yet 
ceased, she called the eunuch Acratheus, for he 
was then present, and sent him to Mordecai, in 
order to know of him what sad accident hud befallen 
him, for which he was in mourning, and would not 

?ut off the habit he had put on, at her desire, 
'hen did Mordecai inform ttie eunuch of the occa- 
sion of his mourning, and of the decree which was 
sent by the king into all the country, and of the 
promise of money whereby Haman bought the 
destruction of their nation. He also save him a 
copy of what was proclaimed at Shuuian, to be 
carried to Esther ; snd he charged her to petition 
the king about this matter, and not to think it a 
dishonourable thing in her to put on a humble habit, 
for the safety of her nation, wherein she might de- 
precate the ruin of the Jews, who were in dan^ 
of it; for that Haman, whose dignity was only m- 
ferior to that of the king, had accused the Jews, and 
had irritated the king against theuL When she was 
informed of this, she sent to Mordecai again, and 
told him that she was not called by the kine, and 
tliat he who goes in to him without being caUed, Is 
to be slain, unless when he is willing to save anj 
one, he holds out his golden sceptre to him ; but 
that to whomsoever he does so, although he go in 
without beinff called, that person is so far from 
being shun, that he obtains pardon, and is entunely 
preserved. Now when the eunudi carried this 
message from Esther to Mordecai, he bade him 
also tell her that she must not only provide for her 
own preservation, but for the common preservation 
of her nation, for that if she now neglected this 
opportunity, there would certainly anse help to 
them from God some otlier way ; but she and her 
father's house would be destroyed by those whom 
she now despised. But Esther sent the very same 
eunuch back to Mordecai [to desire him], to go to 
Shushan, and to gather the Jews that were Uiere 
together to a congregation, and to fSast, and abstain 
from all sorts of fo<kl, on her account and [to let 
him know that] she with her maidens would do the 
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tein^ ; tod then Bhe promised tluit she would go to 
ihe long, thotfgh it were against the law, and ilial 
If she most die folr it, die would not refuse ii. 

8. Accordingly, M'ordecai did as Esther lAd en- 
joined him, and made the people fast ; and be be- 
sought God, together with them, not to overlook 
his nation, particuhiriy at this time, when it was 
^ing to be desti^oyed ; but that, as he had often 
nefore provided for them, and forgiven when they 
liad sinned, sb he would now deliver them from that 
'destruction ^hieh was denounced against them ; 
Tor although it was not all the nation that had of- 
fended, yet must they so ingloriously be slain, and 
that he was himself the occasion of the wrath of 
Haman, ** Because," said he, ^ I did not worship 
him, nor could I endure to pay honour to him which 
I used to pay to thee, O Lord ; for upon that his 
anger hatii he contrived this present mischief 
Iu;ain6t those that have not transgressed liiy laws." 
Ae iBame supplioitions did tbe multitude put up ; 
and entreated that Grod would provide for their de- 
liverance, atad free the Israelites that were in all 
the earth from this calamity which was now coming 
upon them, for they had it before their eyes, and 
expected its coming. Accordingly, EslJier mnde 
supplication to God aiter the manner of her country, 
by cittting herself down upon the earth, and putting 
Qin her mourning garments, and bidding farewell to 
meat and drink, and all deticacies, for three days' 
time ; and she entreated Grod to have mercy upon 
her, and make her words appear persuasive to the 
King, and tender het countenance more bdautiful 
than it wae before, that both by her words and 
beauty she might succeed, for the averting of the 
ling's anger, in case he were at all irritated against 
her, and for the consolation of those of her own 
tountry, now they ^ere in the utmost danger of 
jperishin^ : as also that he would excite a hatred 
m the kmff against the enemies of the Jews, and 
those that had contrived thei^ future destruction, if 
'they proved to be contemned by him. 

9. When Esther had used this supplication for 
three days, she put off those garments, and chan- 
iped her habit, and adorned herself as became a 
^ueen, and took two of het handmaids with her, the 
one of which supported her, sA she gently leaned 
upon her, and the other followed aftet, and lifted 
up her large train (which 8W£$pt along the ground) 
with tlie extremities of her fingers : and thus she 
came to fhe king, having a blushing redness in her 
coutftenanoe, with a pleasant ac^reeableness in her 
Mhaviour, yet did ihe go in to him with feajt ; and 
'as soon as she was come oVer-against him, as he 
was sitting on his throne, in his royal apparel, 
which was a garment intefwoven wi& gold and 
predouB stones, which made him 'seem to her more 
terrible, especially when he looked at her some- 
what severely, and widi a countenance on 'fire with 
anger, her joints failed her 'immediiitety, out of the 
droftd she was in, and she fell down sideways In a 
swoon : btit the lung chaneed his mind, which hap- 
j)6ned, as I suppose, by the will of God, and <vas 
oohcemed for his wife, lest her fear shotfld hring 
^some veriy evil thing upon her, and he leaped fixtm 
'his throne, and took her in his arms, and recoveiHad 
her, by embracing her, and speaking oomfortahly 
to her, knd eadiorting her to b« of good 6heer, and 
not to suspect anything that was sad on account of 
her coming to him without being called, beeaose 
that law was made for subjecto, but that she, who 
was a queen, as well as he a king, might be entirely 



secure : and as he end tfaia^ he put the sCeptre into 
her hand, sod laid his rod upon her neck, on account 
of the law ; and so freed her from fear. And after 
she had recovered herself by these encouragemente, 
she said, ** My Lord, it is not easy for me, on the 
sudden^ to say what Iiath happened, for so soon as 
I saw ttiee to be greats and eomely, and toirible, 
my sj»rii departed from me, and I had no soul left 
In new" And while it was with difficulty, and in a 
low voi<ee> that she could say thus much, the king 
was in great agony and disorder, and enooumged 
Eether to be of good cheer, and to eiqpect better 
fortune, since he was ready, if occasion should re- 
quire ft, to grant to her the half of his kingdom. 
Accordingly, Esther desired that he and his friend 
Haman woidd eome to her to a banquet, for she 
said she had prepared a supper for him. He coa- 
eeiited to it ; aiKl when they were there, as they 
were driiikiiig, he bade Esther to let him know 
i^at she had desired ; for that she should not be 
diEappomted, though she sfaouM desire the half of 
his kmgdom. But she put off the disoovecy of h«r 
petition till the next day> if he would come agaaa^ ' 
together with Haman, to her banquet 

10. Now when the king had promised so to do, 
Haman went away very gud, because he atone htfd 
the honour of sapping with the king at Esther's 
banquet, and because no one else paitook of the 
same honour with kings but himself ; yet when he 
saw Mordecai in thfe court he was very mueh dis- 
pletaed, for he paid hiaft no mamier of respect when 
he saw him. So he went home and called for his 
wife 2eresh, and his friends, and when they were 
come, he showed them what honour he enjoyed* 
not only from ihe king, but from the queen alao^ 
for «8 he alone had that day supped with her, to- 
gefther with the king, so was be idao invited again 
for the next day ; '* Yet," said he, <^ am I not plea- 
sed to see Mordecai the Jew in the court." Here- 
upon his wife Zeresh advised him to give order that 
a gallows should he made fifty cubits high, and that 
in the moniing he should ask it of the king tiiat 
Mordecai might«be hanged thereon. So he com- 
mended her fulvice, and gave order to his servanto 
to prepare ihe gallows, and to plaee it tn the court, 
for the punishment of Mordecai thereon, wWioh was 
accordingly prepared. But God laughed to scorn 
the wicked expectations of Haman ; and as he 
knew what the event Would be, he was delighted at 
it» for that night he took away the kmg's sleep : 
and as the king was not wiUxQg to lose the time of 
his lying awake, but to spend it in something that 
might be of 'sdvamtage to lus kingdom, he command- 
ed the scribe to bring him the ^ronides of the for- 
tner kings, and the ireeords of his own actions ; and 
when he had brought them, and was reading them, 
one was found to have received a country on account 
of his excellent management on a •certain occasion, 
and the name of the country was set down ; auo- 
th«r was found to have had a present made hha on 
account «f his i^dehty : then the scribe came to 
Bigtlian and Teresh, the eunuchs that had made a 
cousphacy against the Icing, whieh Mordecai had 
discovered ; and wlien the scribe -said no more but 
that, and was gomgon to asiother history, the king 
stopped him, and inquired, ^whether it was not 
added that Mordecai had a reward given him 1" and 
when he sind there was no such addition, be bade 
him^ leave off ; and he inquired of those tliat were 
appointed for that purpose, what hour of the night 
it was ; and when he was informed that it was al- 
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ready day, he gave order tiiat, if they 4eund any 
one of hw friencis already come, and standing be- 
fore the oourt, they should tell htni. Now it hap- 
pened that I^nuui was found tliere, for he was 
eome sooaer than ordinary, to petition the king to 
have Mordeod put to death : and when the ser- 
vants said, that Uaman was befoie the eourt, he 
hade them call him in ; and when he was eome in, 
he saidy ** Beosnse I know that thoa art my only 
fast friend, I desire thee to give me adviee how I 
may honenr one tiiat I gveatly iove, and that alter 
a manner sokafale to my magaifioeace." Now Ha- 
man reasoned with himself, that what opinion he 
should give it woald be for himself, sinoe it was 
he alone who was bebved by the kinff ; so he gave 
that advice which he thougl^ of all others the l^t ; 
for he said, ** If thon wouklst truly honoor a man 
whom thorn sayeat tiieo dost love, give order tiiat 
he may ride «n ho r seback, with the sama garment 
wlueh tiiev wearest, aad wHh a gold chain about his 
Boek, and Jet one of thy intimate friends go before 
him, asod proclaim through the whole oity, that who- 
aoe%-er the 'kiag honourath, obtaineth this mark of 
his banonc" This was the adviee which Haman 
gave, out of a supposal that such reward would 
eome to bimacUL Hereupon the king was pleased 
with tlie advice, and said, ^ Go thou, Sierefore, for 
thon bast the horse, the garment, and the chain, 
a>k lor M oi d oea i the Jew, and give him those tSitngs, 
and 'go i>efoi« his horse and jwodaira accordingly ; 
for tfaouart,** said he, <<my intimate friend, and 
hast ^ven me sood advice ; be thou then the mi- 
nister "tif what thou hast advised me to. This shall 
he his peward from ws, fw preservmg my life.'' 
When he heard this order, which was entirely un- 
expected, he was oonfrunded in his mind, and knew 
not what to do. However, he went out and led tlie 
horse, find took the purple garment, and the golden 
ehaia for the neek, and findins Mordecai before the 
esorty olothed in aack-doth, %e bade him put that 
ganaent off, and put the purple gatment on -: but 
Sf ordeaai not knowing the truth of the matter, but 
shanking that it was done in mockery, said, '< O thou 
wveteh, the viloBt of all mankind, dost thou thw 
hmgjliatoarcahkmitiesr' But when he was satisfied 
that the lung bestowed this honour upon him, for 
the deifveranoe he had proeured him when he con- 
'vieted the eannohs who had conspired against him, 
hfB pot on tliat purple garment which the king al- 
waya wore, and put the chain about his neek, and 
.flot on horseback, and went round the dty, while 
Haman went before, and procfanmed, << This shall 
be the reward wfaieh the kmg will bestow on eveiv 
ime whom he loves, and esteems worthpr of honour.'* 
And when they had gone round the city, Mordecai 
vent in to the king ; but Haman went home, ont of 
ahame, and inlenned his wife and friends of what 
had happened, and this with tears : who said tint 
he woold never be able to be revenged of Mordecai, 
for that God was with him. 

1 1« Now while these men were thus talking one 
loasiothec^ Esther's ennuohs hsstened Haman away 
Is eome to supper : but one of the eunuchs named 
fiabnchadsB, saw the galkms that was fixed in Ha- 
nan'a house, and inquired of one of his servants for 
whit ipBrposs they had prepared it. So he knew 
that k wsa for the queen's uncle, beeanse Haman 
was abont to petitioa the kinc that he might be vu- 
ttiihed ; but at preaent he held his peace. Now 
when the kiqg, with Haman, were at the banquet, 
ha deaured ti» queen to tell him what gift she de- 



aired to obtain, and assured her that she should 
tuive whatsoever she had a mind to. She then 1»- 
inented the danger her people a'ere in ; and, that 
^ slie and her nation were given i^ to be destroyed, 
and tliat she on tliat account, made this her petl- 
tion : that she would not have tronUed him If he 
had 01^ given order that they should be sold hitD 
bitter servitude, for snoh a misfoitane would not 
luve been intolerable ; hut she desired that they 
might be deUvered from soeh destnietion.^ And 
wlren the king inquired of her who was the sntfaer 
of this misery to them, she then speoly aoeused 
Haman, and coavicted him, that he had been the 
wicked instrument of this, and had formed tiusplo^ 
a^iainst them. When the king was hereupon in 
disorder, and was gone hastily out of the banquet 
into the gardens, Haman began to iuteroede with 
Esther, and to beseech her to forgive him, as to whtft 
he had offended,, for he peroeiv^ that he wis in a 
rery bad esse. And ss he had fallen upon the 

3ueen's bed, and was making m^pHeation to her, 
ie king came in, and being still more provided «t 
what he saw, «0 then wretch," said he, <*thou tQ- 
est of mankind, dost tiiou aim to force my wifoT' 
And when Haman was astonished at this, and not 
able to speak one word more, Sabuehadas the eu- 
nuch came in, and accused Haman, and said, ^ He 
found a gaifows at his house, prepared for Morde- 
cai ; for that the servant told him so mudi, upon 
his inquiry, when he was sent to him to call him to 
supper :*' he said farther, that the gaUows was fifty 
eubits high : which, when the king heard, he de- 
temxined that Haman should be punished after no 
other manner than that which luul been devised bv 
him against Mordecai ; so he gave order immedi* 
ately uat he should be hung upon those gallowB| 
and be put to death after the same manner. And 
from hence I cannot forbear to admire God, and to 
learn hence Ins wisdom and justice, not on^ in pu- 
nishing the wickedness of Haman, but in so ois- 
posing it, that he shouM undergo the veiy same pu- 
nishment which he had contrived for another ; as 
also, because thereby he teaches others this lesson, 
that what mischiefs any one preparss against ano- 
ther, he without knowing of it, first contrives it 
against himself. 

12. Wherefore Haman, who had immoderately 
abused the honour he had from the king, was de* 
stroyed after this manner ; and the king sranted 
his estate to the queen. He also celled for Morde- 
cai (for Esther had informed him that she was akin 
to him), and gave that ring to Mordecai v^eh he 
had before given to Uaman. The queen also gave 
Haman's estate to Mordecai ; and prsyed the kinff 
to deliver the nation of the Jews from the fear 3, 
death, and showed him what had been written over 
all the oountry by Haman the son of Ammedatha ; 
for tiiat if her oountry were destroyed, and her 
oountrymeu were to perish, she could not bear to 
live herself any longer. So the king promised her 
that he would not do any thing that was disagree- 
able to her, nor oontradiot what slie desured ; but 
he bade her write what she pleased about the Jews, 
in tho king's name, and seal it with his seal, and 
send it to all his kingdom, for that those who read 
epistles whose authority is secured by having the 
king's seal to them, would no way oontnuliet what 
was >yritten therein. So he commanded the king's 
scribes to be sent for, and to writo to the nations^ 
on the Jew's behaU; and to his lieutenants aadrfo- 
vemon, that were overhui hundred and twaaty- 
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■even pxoyinoes, from India to Ethiopia. Now the 
oontents of this epistle were these : — ^^ The great 
king Artaxerxes to our rulers, and those that are 
oar fSsithful sabjeets, sendeth greeting.* Many 
men there are who, on acooont of the greatness of 
the benefits bestowed on them, and because of the 
honour which they have obtained from the wonder- 
ful kind treatment of those that bestowed it, are 
not only injurious to their inferiors, but do not 
scruple to do evil to those that have been their be- 
nefactoos, as if they would take away gratitude from 
among men, and by their insolent abuse of such bene- 
fits as they never expected, they turn the abundance 
Ihey have against those that are the authors of it, 
and suppose that they shall lie concealed from God 
in that case, and avoid that vengeance which comes 
from him. Some of these men, when they have 
had the management of affairs committed to them 
by their frien£, and bearing private malice of their 
own asainst some others, by deceiving those that 
have the power, persuade them to be angry at 
such as have done them no harm, till they are in 
danger of perishing, and this by laying accusations 
and calumnies : nor is this state of things to be 
discovered by ancient examples, or such as we have 
learned by report only, but by some examples of 
such impudent attempts under our own eyes, so 
that it is not fit to attend any longer to calumnies 
and accusations, nor to the persuasion of others, 
but to determine what any one knows of himself to 
have been really done, and to punish what justly 
deserves it, and to grant favours to such as are in- 
nucenL This hath been the case of Haman, the 
son of Ammedatha, by birth an Amalekite, and 
alien from the blood of the Persians, who, when he 
was hospitably entertained by us, and partook of 
that kindness which we bear to all men to so great 
a degree, as to be called my lather, and to be all 
along worshipped, and to have honour paid him by 
all in the second rank after the royal honour due to 
ourselves, he could not bear his good fortune, nor 
govern the magnitude of his prosperity with sound 
reason ; nay, he made a conspiracy against me and 
my life, who gave him his authority, by endeavouring 
to take away Mordecai, my benefactor, and my sa- 
viour, and basely and treacherously requiring to 
have Esther, the partner of my life, and of my do- 
minion, brought to destructioa ; for he contrived 
by this means to deprive me of my faithful friends, 
and transfer the government to others :f — but since 
I perceive that Uiese Jews, that were by this per^ 
nicious fellow devoted to destruction, were not 
wicked men, but conducted their lives after the 
best manner, and were men dedicated to the worship 
of that God who hath preserved the kingdom to 
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me and to my ancestors, T do not only free them 
from the punishment wliich tlie former epistle, 
which was sent by Haman, ordered to be inflicted 
on them, — to which if you refuse obedience you 
shall do well ; but I will tliat they have all honour 
paid them. Accordingly, I have hanged np the 
man that contrived such things against them, with 
liis family, before the gates of Shushan ; that pu* 
nishment being sent upon him by God, who seeth 
all things. And I give you in charge, that you 
publicly propose a copy of this epistle through all 
my kingdom, that the Jews may be permitted 
peaceably to use their own Uws, and that you as- 
sist them, that at the same season whereto their 
miserable estate did belong, they may defend them- 
selves the very same day from uniust violence, the 
thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is Adsr, 
— for God hath made that day a day of salvation, 
instead of a day of destruction to them ; and msy 
it be a good day to those that wish us well, and a 
memoriiu of the punishment of the conspirators 
against us : and I will that you take notice, that 
every city, and every nation, that shall disobey any ' 
thing that is contained in this epistle, shall be de- 
stroyed by fire and' sword. However, let this epistle 
be published through all the country that is under 
our obedience, and let all the Jews, by all means 
be ready against the day before mentioned, that 
they may avenge themselves upon their enemies." 
13. Accordingly, the horsemen who cazried the 
epistles, proceeded on the ways which they were to 
go with speed ; but as for Mordecai, as soon as he 
had assumed the royal garment, and the crown of 
ICold, Mid had put the chain about his nedi, he went 
forth in a public procession ; and when the Jews 
who were at Shushan saw him in so great honour 
with the kinff, they thought his good fortune was 
common to uemselves ako ; and joy and a beam 
of salvation encompassed the Jews, both those that 
were in the cities and those that were in the eoon- 
tries, upon the publication of the king's letters, in- 
somuch that many of other nations cireumcised 
their foreskin for fear of the Jews, that they might 
procure safety to themselves thereby ; for on the 
thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which aooord- 
ing to the Hebrew, is called Adar, but according 
to the Macedonians, Djfstruif those that carried the 
king's epistle gave them notice, that the same day 
wherein their danger was to have been, on that very 
day should they destroy tlieir enemies. Bot now 
the rulers of the provinces, and the tyrants, and 
the kings, and the scribes, had the Jews in esteem ; 
for the fear they were in of Mordecai forced them 
to act with discretion. Now when the royal decree 
was come to all the country that was subject to the 
king, it fell out that the Jews at Shushan slew five 
hundred of their enemies : and when the king had 
told Estlier the number of those that were aUin m 
that city, but did not well know what had been done 
in the provinces, he asked her whether she »ouia 
have any thing farther done against them, for that 
it sliould be done accordingly : upon wliich she de* 
sired that the Jews might be permitted to treat 
their remaining enemies in the same manner the 
next day ; as also, that they might hang the ten 
sons of Haman upon the gallows. So the king f^ 
mitted the Jews so to do, as desirous not to oonoar 
diet Esther. So they gathered themselves together 
again on the fourteenth day of the month ^/"^?^ 
and slew about three hundred of their enemieStP^ 
touched nothing of what riches they had. ^^'^ 
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there were slain by the Jews that were in the couii' 
try, and in the other cities, seTenty-five thousand 
of their enemies, and tliese were slain on tlie thir- 
teenth day of the month, and the next day they 
kept as a festival. In like manner tlie Jews tliat 
were in Shoshan gathered themselves together, and 
feasted on the fourteenth day, and that which fol- 
lowed it ; whence it is, that even now all the Jews 
that are in the liabitable earth keep these days fes- 
tivals, and send portions to one another. Morde- 
cai also wrote to the Jews that lived in the kingdom 
of Artaxerxes to observe these days, and to cele- 
brate them as festivals, and to deliver them down 
to posteri^, that this festival might continue for 
all time to come, and that it might never be buried 
in oblivion ; for since they were about to be de- 
stroyed on these days by Haman, tliey would do a 
right thing, upon escaping the danger in them, and 
on them inflictuig punishment on their enemies, to 
observe those days, and give thanks to God on them ; 
for which cause the Jews still keep the foremen- 
tiooed days, and call them days of Phurim [or Pu- 
rimj.* And Mordecai became a ^reat and illus- 
trious person with the king, and assisted him in the 
government of the people. He also lived with tlie 
queen ; so that the afifairs of the Jews were, by 
their means, better than they could ever have ho- 
ped for. And this was the state of the Jews under 
the reign of Artaxerxes.f 



CHAPTER VII. 

HOW JOHN SLEW HIS BROTHER JR8US IN THE TEM- 
PLE ; AND HOW BA008ES OFFERED MANY INJURIES 
TO THB JEWS ; AND WHAT 8ANBALLAT DID. 

§ 1. When Eliadb the high-priest was dead, his 
eon Judas succeeded in the high-priesthood : and 
when he was dead, his son John took that dignity ; 
on whose aceount it was also that Bagoses, tlie ge- 
neral of another Artaxerxes' army^: polluted Uie 
temple, and imposed tributes on tlie Jews, that out 
of the public stock, before they offered the daily 
saerifiees, they should pay for every lamb fifty 
shekels. Now Jesus was die brother of John, and 
was a friend of Bagoses, who had promised to pro- 

InJ<M 
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cure him the high-priestliood. In confidence of 
whose support, Jesus quarrelled witli John in tlie 
temple, and so provoked his brother, tliat in his an 
ger his brother slew him. Now it was a horriblo 
thuig for John, when he was high-priest, to perpe- 
trate so gi-eat a crime, and so mucli tlie more hor- 
rible, that there never was so cruel and impious a 
thing done, neither by the Greeks nor Barbarians* 
HowoTcr, Giod did not neglect its punishment ; but 
the people were on that very account enslaved, and 
the temple was polluted by the Persijms. Now 
when Bagoses, the general of Artaxerxes' army» 
knew that John, the high-priest of the Jews, had 
slain his ovm brother Jesus in the temple, he came 
upon the Jews immediately, and began in anger to 
say to them, " Have you had the impudence to per- 
petrate a murder in your temple t" And as he 
was aiming to go into the temple, they forbade him 
so to do ; but he said to them, ^ Am not I purer 
than he that was slain in the temple !" And when 
he had said these words, he went into the temple. 
Accordingly, Bagoses made use of this pretence, 
and punished the Jews seven years for the murder 
of Jesus. 

2. Now when John had departed this life, his son 
Jaddua succeeded in the high- priesthood. He had 
a brother, whose name was Manasseh. Now there 
was one Sanballat, who was sent by Darius, the 
last king [of Persia], into Samaria. He was a Cn- 
thean by birth ; of which stock were the Samari- 
tans also. This man knew that the city Jerusalem 
was a famous city, and that their kings had given a 
great deal of trouble to the Assyrians, and die peo* 
pie of Celesyria ; so that he willingly gave his 
daughter, whose name was Nicaso, in marriage to 
Manasseh, as thinking this alliance by marriage 
would be a pledge and security that the nation of 
the Jews should continue their good-will to him. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

CONCBHNIIIO SANBALLAT AMD MANA8SBH, AND THS 
TEMPLE WHICH THET BUILT ON MOUNT GBRIZZIM ; 
AS ALSO HOW ALEXANDEK MADE HIS BNTBT INTO 
THE CITY JERUSALEM ; AND WHAT BENEFITS HE 
BESTOWED ON THE JEWS. 

§ 1. About this tune it was that Philip, king of 
Macedon, was treacherously assaulted and slam at 
£g80 by Pausanias, the son of Cerastes, who was 
derived from the family of Orests, and his son 
Alexander succeeded him in the kingdom ; who, 
passing over the Hellespont, overcame the generals 
of Darius's army in a battle fought at Granicum. 
So he marched over Lydia, and subdued Ionia, and 
overran Caria, and fell upon the places of Pamphy- 
lia, as lias been related elsewhere. 

2. But the elders of Jerusalem beins very un- 
easy that the brother of Jaddua the high-priest, 
though married to a foreigner, should be a partner 
with him in the high-priesthood, quarrelled with 
him ; for they esteemed this man's marriage a step 
to such as would be desirous of transgressing about 
the mariiage of [strange] wives, and that tliis 
would be the beginning of a mutual society with fo- 
reigners, altliough the offence of some about mar- 
riages, and their having married wives that were 
not of their own country, has been an occasion of 
their former captivity, and of the miseries they then 
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underwent ; so they oommanded Manuseh to di- 
vorce his wife, or not to approach the altar, the 
hifth-f nest himself joining with the people in their 
faMUgnation against his brother, and diiving him 
away from the altar. Wfaereapon Manawsph came 
to kis iatheiMn-btw, Saabiaiat, and told hi^^ that 
although he loiwd his daughter Nioaso, yet was he 
not wiuing to be deprived of his saoerdotal dignity 
OB hter acooimt, which was the principal dignity in 
their nation, and always continued in the same fa- 
mily. And then Sanballat promised him not only 
4o prsserre to him the honour of his priesthood, but 
lo procure for him the power and dignity of a high- 
priest, and wouM make him fforemor of all the 
plaoes he hiraaelf now ruled, if he would keep his 
dai^gjliter for his wtfs. He also told him farther, 
that ho would build trim a temple like that at Jeru- 
salem, upon Mount Grerizzim, which is the high- 
est of all the mountuBB tiwtt are in Samaria ; and 
he promised lint he would do this with the appro- 
bation of Darius the king. Manasseh was elevated 
with these promises, and staid with Sanballat, upon 
% suppesal thsit he should gain a high-priesthood, 
as bestowed on him by Darius, for it happened 
Sanballat was then in years. But there was now 
k great disturbance amon^ the people of Jerusalem, 
t>Mau8e many of those pnests and Lerites were en- 
tangled in Budi matches ; for they all pevolted to 
Manaas^, and SaabaMat afforded them money, and 
drrided among tliem land for tillage, and habitations 
ilso ; and all this in order eveiy way to gratify his 
fton-in-iaw. 

S. About this time it was that Darius heard how 
Alexander had passed over the HelleqKmt, and had 
beaten his lieutenants in the battle of Granicum, 
»Bd was proceedingfarther ; whereupon he gathered 
togeAer an aimy of horse vai. foot, and determined 
tfaait he wotdd meet the Maoedonians before they 
Aould assault and conquer all Asia. So he passed 
over the river Euphrates wid came over Taurus, 
the Cilician mountain ; and at Issus of Cilicia he 
waited for the enemy, as ready there to give him 
battle. Upon which Sanbalbtt was gh^l that Da- 
tius wiBB oome down ; and told lianasseh that he 
would suddenly perform his promises to him, and 
this as soon as ever Darius ehonld come back, alter 
He had beaten his enemies ; for not he only, but 
all those that were in Asia also, were perraaded 
that the Maoedonians would not so much as oome 
to a battle with the Persians, on account of thehr 
mnhitnde ; but the event proved otherwise than 
they erpeeted, for the king joined battle with 
the Macedonians, and was beaten, and lost a 
mat part of his array. His mother also, and 
his wife and children, were taken captives, and 
he iled into Persia. So Alexander came into Sy- 
ria, and took Damaoeue ; and when he had obtained 
Sidon, he besieged Tyre, when he cent an epistle to 
tiie Jewish high-priest, to send him some auxiliaries, 
and to supply his army with provisions ; and that 
^\aA pr e se n t s he formerly sent to Darius, he would 
now send to him, and choose the friendship of the 
Macedonians, and that he should never repent of 
•0 doing ; but the high-priest answered the mes- 
sengers, that he had given his oath to Darius not 
to bear arms against him ; and he said that he 
would not tranSgress this while Darius was in 
the land of the living. Upon hearing this answer, 
Alexander -was very angry ; and though he deter- 
mined not to leave Tyre, which was just ready to 
Im taken, yet, as soon as he had taken it, he thmat- 



ened that he would make an expedition against the 
Jewish high-priest, and through him teach all men 
to whom Uiey must keep their oaths. So when he 
had, with a good deal of pains during the sic^e^ 
taken Tyre, and had settled its affairs, he came to 
the city of Gaza, and besieged both the city and 
him that was governor of the garrison, whose name 
was Babemeses. 

4. But SanbaUat tiiought he had now gotten a 
proper opportanity to make his attempt* so be re- 
nounced ikrins, and taking with him seven thou- 
sand of his own subjects, he came to Alexander ; 
and finding him beginning the siece of Tyre, he 
■aid to him, that he delivered up to him these men, 
who came out of plaoes under his dominion, and 
did ghuily aeoept of him for their lord instead oi 
Darius. So when Alexander had received him 
kindly, Sanballat thereupon took courage, and spake 
to him about his present affair. He told him tluU 
he had a son-in-law, Manasseh, who was brother to 
the high-priest Jad<hia ; and that there were ma^y 
others of his own nation bow with him^ that were 
desirous to have a temple in the places subject to 
him ; that at would be for the king's advantage to 
have the atrength of tlie Jews divided into two 
parts, lest when the natron is of one mind and unit- 
ed, upon aiyy attempt for innovation, it prove trou- 
blesome to kings, as it had formerly proved to the 
kings of Assyria. Whereupon Alexander gave 
Sanballat leave so to do ; who used the utmost di- 
ligence, and built the temple, and made Manasseh 
the priest, and deemed it a great reward that his 
daughter's children should have that diniity ; but 
when the seven months of the siege of Tyre were 
over, and the two months of the siege of Gaza, San- 
ballat died. Now Alexander, when he had taken 
Gaza, made haste to go up to Jerusalem ; and Jad- 
dua the high-priest, when he heard that, was in an 
agonv, and under terror, as not knowing how he 
should meet the Macedonians, since the king wan 
displeased at his foregoing disobedience. He there- 
fore ordained that the people should make suppli- 
cations, and diould join with him in offering sacri- 
fices to God, whom he sought to protect that nation, 
and to deUver them from the pcuils that were com- 
ing upon them ; whereupon God warned him in a 
dnam, which came upon him after he had offered 
sacrifice, that he should take courage, and adorn 
the city, and open the gates ; that the rest should 
appear in white garments, but that he and the 
priests should meet the king in the habits proper to 
their order, without the dread of any ill consequen- 
ces, which the providence of Qod would prevent. 
Upon which, when he rose from his sleeps he greatly 
rejoiced ; and declared to all the warning he had 
received from God. According to which dream he 
acted entirely, and so waited for the ooming of the 
king. 

5. And when he understood that he was not far 
from the city, he went out in procession, with the 
priests and tiie multitude of citizens. The proces- 
sion was venerable, and the manner of it different 
from that of other nations. It reached to a place 
called Sapha ; which name, translated into Greek, 
signifies a protpectf for you have thence a prospect 
both of Jerusalem and of the temple ; and wnen 
the Phoanicians and the Chaldeans thatfoUowed him, 
thought they should have liberty to plunder the 
city, and torment the high -priest to death, which 
the kiug's displeasure fiurly promised them, the 
very reverse of it happened ; for Alexander, when he 
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afcw the moltitade at a distance, in white garmentB, 
while the priests stood clothed with fine linen, and 
the hiffh -priest in purple and scarlet clothing, with 
his mitre on his head, having tlie golden plate 
whereon the name of God was engraved, fae ap- 
proached by himself, and adored that name, and 
first saluted the high-priest Tke Jews ako ^Ud 
sU together, with one voice, salute Alexander, and 
encompass kim abe«t ; wiiereupoD the kings ef Sy- 
ria and the rest were surprised at what Alelander 
had done, and supposed him disordered in his mind. 
However, Parmenio alone went up to him, and 
asked him how it came to pass that, when all others 
adored him, he should adore the high priest of the 
Jews t To whom he replied, " I did not adore him, 
but that God who hath honoured him with liis high- 
priesthood ; for I saw this vai;y person in a dream, 
ta this veiy habit, when I was at Bios in Macedo- 
aisy whe^ when I was considering with uiyself how 
I might obtain the dominion of Asia, exhorted me 
to nuJce no delay, but boldly to pass over the sea 
thiUiMV for that be would conduct m^ army, and 
wocdd give ne the dominion over the Persians ; 
wheaoe it i8> that having seen no other in tliat ha- 
1^ and -now seeing this person in it, and remem- 
Wrii^ that vision, and the exhortation which I had 
in n^ dream, I believe that I briAg this army un- 
der the divine conduct, and shall therewith conquer 
Darius, and destroy the power of the Persians, and 
that all ihings will succeed aeoordin^ to what is in 
way own mind. And when he had said this to Par- 
•aeoio, and had given the high-priest his right hand* 
the priests ran idong by him, and he came into the 
city ; and when he went up into the temple, he of- 
4Bted sacrifice to God, according to the liigh-prieet's 
direction, and msgnificently treated both the high- 
priest and the priests. And when the book of Da- 
niel was showed him,* wherein Daniel declared 
that one of the G^veks should destroy the empire 
of the Peisians, he supposed that himself was the 
person intended ; and as he was then gUtd, he dis- 
miased the multitude for the present, but the next 
day -lie called them to him, and bade them ask what 
ikwwxn they pleased of him ; Whereupon the high- 
priest desired that they might enjqy the laws of 
their forefathers, and might pay no tribute on the 
seventh year. He granted all they desired ; and 
when they entreated him that he would permit the 
Jews m Bak^lon and MeAia to ei^oy their own 
hmrs also, he willingly prdmised to do hereafter 
what they desired : and when he Baid to the multi- 
tude, tliat if any of them would enlist themselves in 
his army on tins oonditiop, that they should oonti- 
mia under the laws of the^ forefathers, and live ac- 
cording to them, he was willing to take them with 
hiasy many were rea^y to accompany him in his wars. 

iho«P9d AtoattMlfl' might to 1>mi. HL «i tIII. S^ «>, n, 
• «rBli«r<tom««7pl«lo«MiiietidM«ri ' 



6. So when Alexander had thus settled matters 
at Jerusalem, he led his army into the neighbour- 
ing cities ; and when all the inhabitants, to whom 
he came, received him with great kindness, the 
Samaritans, who had then Shechem for their me- 
tropolis (a city situate at Mount Gerizzim, and in- 
habited by apostates of the Jewish nation), seeing 
that Alexander had so greatly honoured the Jews, 
determined to profess themselves Jews ; for such 
is the disposition of Ac Samaritans, as we have al- 
ready elsewhere declared, that when the Jews are 
in adversity they deny that they are of kin to them, 
and then they confess the truth ; but when they 
perceive that some good fortune hath befallen them, 
they immediately pretend to have communion with 
them, sayinff, that they belong to them, and derive 
their geneuogy from the posterity of Joseph, 
Ephraim, and Maaasseh. Accordingly, tb^ made 
their address to the king with splendour, and ahow- 
^ grsat alacrity ia neeting him at a little distance 
from Jerusalem ; and when Alexander had com- 
mended them, the Shechemites approached to him, 
taking with them the troops that Sanballat had sent 
him, and they desired that he woald come to their 
city, and do honeor to their temple also ; to whom 
hs promised, that when he returned he would come 
to them ; and ^diea they petitioned that he would 
remit the-tribute of the aeventfa year te them, be- 
cause they did not now sow thereon, he asked who 
Hiey were that Bade vaoh a petition; and when 
they said that they were Hebrews^ hut had the 
name of Sidonians, living at Shechem, he asked 
th«n aeain whether they were Jews ; and when 
they said they were not Jews^ ** It was to the JewS)" 
said he, ^that I granted that privile^; however, 
when I retora, and am thoroughly uformed by 
yon of this tnatter, I will do what I shall think pro- 
per." And in this manner he took leave of the 
Shechemites ; hat ordered that the troqps of San- 
ballat should lolk>w him into Egypt, beoune there 
he designed to give them huids* which he did a 
tittle afier in Thebais, when he ordered them to 
guard that country. 

7. Now when Alexander was dead, the govern- 
ment was parted among his successors ; but the 
temple upon Mount Gerizzim remained ; and if 
any one were accused by those of Jerusalem of 
having eaten things commen,f or of having broken 
the Sabbath, or vt any other crime of the like na- 
ture, fae fled away to the Shechemites, and said 
that be was accused unjustly. About this time it 
was that Jaddaa the high priest died, and Onias 
his sen took tlie high-priesthood. This was tbo 
state of the affain of the people of Jerusalem at 
this time. 

f ftcn JoMDhiM nam Um word Kotmtphagia, -taOngo 
tbr***ting thtanHfietaiar m &omouHUmWtmta 
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BOOK XII. 

OOflTAllVIlfO THS INTBBTAL OF ▲ HUNDRED AXO SSTENTT TBASS. 

FROM THE DEATH OF ALEXANDER THR GREAT TO THE DEATH OP 
JUDAS MACCABEUS. 



CHAPTER I. 

BOW PTOLBMT, THE SON OP LAOU8, TOOK JBRUSALEH 
AND JUDEA BT DECEIT AND TREACHERY, AND CAR- 
RIED MANY OF THE JEWS THENCE, AND PLANTED 
THEM IN EGYPT. 

( I. Now when Alexander, king of Macedon, had 
put an end to the dominion of the Persians, and 
bad settled the affairs of Judea after the fore -men- 
tioned manner, he ended his life ; and as his go- 
vernment fell among many, Antigonus obtained 
Asia ; Seleuoos, Babylon ; and of the other na- 
tions whidi were there, Lysimachos governed the 
Hellespont, and Clssander poeseased Macedonia; 
as did Ftolemy, the son of Lagos, seize upon Egypt : 
and while these princes ambitiously strove one 
against another, every one for his own principality, 
it came to pass that there were continual wars, and 
those lasting wars too ; and the cities were suffer- 
ers, and lost a great many of their inhabitants in 
these times of distress, insomuch that all Syria, by 
the means of Ptolemy, the son of Lagus, under- 
went the reverse of that denomination of Saviour, 
whi<^ he then had. He also seized upon Jerusa- 
lem, and for that end made use of deceit and 
treacheiy ; for as he came into the city on a Sab- 
bath-day, as if he would offer sacrifice, he, without 
any trouble, gained the city, while the Jews did 
not oppose him, for they did not suspect him to be 
theur enemy ; and he rained it thus, because they 
were free from suspicion of him, and because on 
that day they were at rest and quietness ; and when 
he had nined it, he reigned over it in a cruel man- 
ner. Nay, Agatharehides of Cnidus, who wrote 
the acts of Alexander's successors, reproaches us 
with superstition, as if we, bv it, had lost our liber- 
ty ; where he says thus : " There is a nation called 
the nation of the Jews, who inhabit a city strong 
and great, named Jerusalem. These men took no 
care, but let it come into the hands of Ptolemy, as 
not willing to take arms, and thereby they submit- 
ted to be under a hard master, by reason of tlieir 
unseasonable superstition." This is what Agathar- 
ehides rektes of our nation. But when Ptolemy 
had taken a great many captives, both from the 
mountainous parts of Judea and from the pUcee 
about Jerusalem and Samaria, and the places near 
Mount Gerizzim, he led them all into Egypt,* and 

• Tb* pMit Banter of ttMMJMra Mid SmiBrltaiw tiiat wa« fcrmMrly 
MfTted Into Xnrpc by AluMder, and now bj Ptotemj. Um nn of Lngns, 
«MMr MfMrwaiOs, In Um *Mt roultttad* wbo, M w« shAll »ce prtrcutly, 
««ro MWB nmomed Iqr Phtladclphui, kod bj him mad* five, befoi* h« 
•eat fbr Um Mv«nty-two Intarpvvtcni In th* nuuij Arrlaonw. and other 
0oUl0n of that nation In Snrpti In Um fkmoiu wttlrmaatof J«w«, and 
tha nnmbar of UmIt »nia|;ogttM at Alexaadrla \oog an«rward : and In 
ntlon tetwaen th* Jaws ao4 Hamarltani under PhU 



lamelar, abovt the plaee appointad for pnbUe wonhlp in th* law of 
MamK whether at the Jewiah lampl* of 4«ruaai*m, or at the Samarlu.i 



settled them there. And as he knew that the peo« 
pie of Jerusalem were most faithful in the obser- 
vation of oaths and covenanto ;t and this from the 
answer they made to Alexander, when he sent an 
embassage to them, after he Iiad beaten Darius in 
battle ; so he distributed many of them into garri- 
sons, and at Alexandria gave them equal privile- 
ges of citizens with the Macedonians themselves ; 
and required of them to take tlieir oaths that they 
would keep tlieir fidelity to the posterity of those 
who committed 'these places to their care. Nay, 
thero were not a few other Jews who, of their own 
accord, went into Egypt, as invited by the goodness 
of the soil, and by the liberality of Ptolemy. How- 
ever thero wero disorders among tlieir posterity, 
with roUtion to the Samaritans, on account of their 
resolution to preserve that conduct of life which 
was delivered to them by their forefathers, and 
they theroupon contended one with another, while 
thoae of Jerusalem said tliat their temple was holy, 
and resolved to send their sacrifices thither; but 
the Samaritans wero rosolved that they should be 
sent to Mount Grerizzim. 



CHAPTER IL 

BOW PTOLBMT PHTLADELPHUS PROCURED THE LAWB 
OF THE JEWS TO BE TRANSLATED INTO THE eREXK 
TONGUE ; AND SET MANY CAPTIVES FREE ; AND 
DEDICATED MANY GIFTS TO OOO. 

§ 1. When Alexander had reigned twelve yeaiSy 
and after him Ptolemy Soter forty years, PhiUdel- 
phus then took the kingdom of Egypt, and held it 
forty years witliin one. He procured the law to be 
interpreted^: And set free those tliat wero come 
from Jerusalem into Egypt, and wero in slaveiy 
thero, who wero a hundred and twenty thousand. 
The occasion was this : — Demetrius Phalerius, 
who was library-keeper to the king, was now en- 
deavouring, if it wero possible, to gather together 
all the books that wero in the habitable earth, and 
buying whatsoever was anywhere valuable, or 
agreeable to tlie king's inclination (who was very 
earnestly set upon collectiDg of books) ; to which 

templa of Qwinlan t of all which oor anthor tiaak heiaaftw . AataUia 
Saaiaritant earrlad Into Egypt vader the una priaoak SeaUgcr ■iifuwieM, 
that thoM who have a grmt ajroMogue at Oalra, aa abo thoae whom tho 

. ^ . WandtaUiaEed 



that thoaa who have a gie nt aynMogae at Oalro, aa abo 
Arable gaoBraphcr •peaJw of, a* harla« aelsad on an li 
Sea, are remains of them at thia veiy day, as the notae _ , 

t Of the aacradneai of oaUu amoof the Jaws hi the OM Teatamenr. 
are Sertpture Politioe, p. S4.«&. 

4 or th« trantiatlon of the other parte of the Old Teatamvit bjraevanty 
Xayptian Jews. In the reigns of Ptolemy, the son of Lagua and Pblhu 
delphus ; as also of the tranala Jon of the Pentatauoh by aerenty-two 
Jerusalam Jews, In the seranth year of Phlladalphua, at Alexandria, aa 
givaa us an account of by ArlsU'ua ; and thaaoa by Phllo aad JoaephuiL 
with a vlndloaUon of AristsuaH hi8»ury,~.aae the i 
Aeeomp. ofPiopta. at iMtgb, p. 117-lMi 
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ineliiifttion of his, Demetrius wm naloody tabeer- 
▼ient. Aod when once Ptolemy uked him how 
many ten thouBands of books he had ooUeeted, he 
replied, that he had already about twenty times ten 
thousand ; but that, in a little time, he should haTe 
fifty times ten thousand. But he said he had been 
informed that there were many books of laws 
mmong the Jews worthy of inquiring after, and 
worthy of the king's library, but which, being writ- 
ten in cfaaraeteis and in a dialect of their own, will 
CMise no small pains in getting them translated in- 
to the Greek tongue : tibat the character in which 
they axe written seems to be like to that which is 
the proper character of the Syrians, and that ite 
floond, when pronounced, is like to theirs also ; 
and that tliis sound appears to be peculiar to ^em* 
selres. Wherefore he said, that nodiing hindered 
why they might not get those books to be transU- 
ted also ; for while nothing is wantmg that is ne- 
cessaiy for that purpose, we may hare their books 
also in this libruy. So the king thought that De- 
metrius was very zealous to procure him abun- 
daooe of books, and that he suggested what was 
exceeding proper for him to do ; and therefore he 
wrote to the Jewish high-priest that he should act 
accordingly. 

2. Now there was one Aristens, who was among 
the king's most intimate friends, and, on account 
of his modesty, very acceptable to him. This Aris- 
teufl resolved' frequently, and that before now, to 

Setition the king that he would set all the captive 
ewa in his kingdom free ; and he thought this to 
be * convenient opportunity for the making that 
petition. So he discoursed, in the first pUoe, with 
the captains of the king's guards, Sosibius of Tar 
rentum, and Andreas, and persuaded them to as- 
sist him in what he was gomg to intercede with the 
king for. Accordingly, Aiisteus embraced the 
tame opinion with those that have been before 
mentioned, and went to the king and made the fol- 
lowing speech to him ; << It is not fit for us, 
king, to overlook things hastily, or to deceive our- 
selves, but to Uy the truth open : for since we have 
determined not only to get the ktws of the Jews 
transcribed, but interpreted also, for thy satisfac- 
tion, by what means can we do this, while so many 
of the Jews are now slaves in thy kingdom t Do 
thou then what will be agreeable to thy magnani- 
mity, and to th^ good-uature : free them from the 
miserable condition they are in, because that God, 
who snpporteth thy kingdom, was the author of 
their laws, as I have learned by particular inquiry ; 
for both these pteple and we also worship the same 
God, the framer of all things. We call him, and 
that truly, by the name of Zriva [or life, or Jupiter], 
because he breathes life into all men. Whetefoie, 
do thou restore these men to their own country ; 
and this to do the honour of God, because these men 

Ey a peculiarly excellent worship to him. And 
low this fiuther, that though 1 be not of kin to 
them by birth, nor one of the same country with 
them, yet do I desire these favours to be done 
them, since all men are the workmanship of God ; 
and I am sensible that he is well pleased with those 
that do good. 1 do tlierefore put up this petition 
to thee, to do good to tliem." 

3. When Aristeus was saying thus, the king 
kicked upon him with a che«aful and joyful coun- 
tenance, and said, ** How many ten thousands dost 
tboa ■appose there are of such as want to be made 
freer To which Andreas replied, as he stood by. 



and said, *A few more than ten times ten tho» 
sand.' The king made answer, ''And is this a 
small gift that thou askest, Aristeus t" But Sosi- 
bius, and the rest that stood by, said, that he oneht 
to offer such a thank-offering as was worthy of his 
ereatness of soul, to that God who had given him 
his kingdom. With this answer he was much 
pleased ; and gave order, that when they paid the 
soldiers their wages, they should lay down [a hun- 
dred andj twenty drachmae for every one of the 
shtves.* And he promised to publish a magnifi- 
cent degree, about what they requested, which 
should confirm what Aristeus had proposed, and 
especially what God willed should be done ; where- 
by, he said, he would not only set those free who 
had been led away captive bv his father and his 
army, but those who were in ms kingdom before, 
and those also, if any such there were, who had 
been brought away since. And when they said 
that their redemptk>n-money would amount to above 
four hundred talents, he granted it. A copy of 
which decree I have determined to preserve, that 
the magnanimity of this king may be made known. 
Its contents were as follows : <*Let all those who 
were soldiers under our father, and who, when they 
overran Svria and PhcBuida, and laid waste Judea, 
took the Jews captives, and made them slaves, and 
broueht them into our dties, and into this country, 
and uen sold them ; as also all those that were in 
my kingdom before them, and if there be any that 
have lately been brought thitho', be made tne by 
those that possess tlSem ; and let them accept ot 
[a hundred and] twenty drachmm for every slave. 
And let the soldiers receive this redemption-money 
with their pay, but the rest out of the king's troa- 
Buiy : for 1 suppose that they were made captives 
without our frkther's consent, and aflainst equity ; 
and that their country was hanssed by the inso- 
lence of the soldiers, and that, by removing them 
into Egypt, the soldiers have made a great profit 
by them. Out of regard, therefore, to justice, and 
out of pity to tliose that have been tyrannized over, 
contrary to equity, I enjoin those that have such 
Jews in their service to set them at liberty, upon 
the receipt of the before-mentioned sum ; and that 
no one use any deceit about them, but obey what is 
here commanded. And I will, that they give in 
their names within three days after the pubucation 
of this edict, to such as are appointed to execute 
the same, and to produce the slaves before them 
also, for I t^k it will be for the advantage of my 
affairs : and let every one that will, inform against 
those tiiat do not obey this decree ; and I will, that 
their estates be confiscated into the king's treasury." 
When this decree was read to the king, it at first 
contained the rest that is here inserted, and only 
omitted those Jews that had formerly been brought, 
and those brought afterwards, which had not been 
distinctly mentioned ; so he added these dauses out 
of his hmnanity, and with great generosity. He 
also gave order that the pavment, which was likely 
to be done in a huny, should be divided among the 

* AltiMMgh Uite nonber om handnd and ttmktr diMhroa [of ▲!•«. 
-'- TiUHy J«wtali dMtoh) b> thr— tlnm r t i y wd , and UuMm tM 



, -- .. QiMk MMl lAtla, y»i, riwM aU Um 9opm of A^Mmm, 

whMMM JoM|>biu took hia nlmtioa, havo tklt mm sewiml Uma^ aad 
•tUlMBomoNtlMBiimitydraehaH^ortHi JowtahtbolMlii and rioM 
the mm of tho tatanta, to bo Mt down praMntljr, which b Uttlo abofo 
Amr hnodrod and alzty far Mmawhal mora than on* handnd thott»aiid 
■lavoa, and b amriy tho mmo la Jooofihua and ArlMaiu, doat boMo* 
acraa to twontj than to ooo hoadrod and twan(y dmduna i and rinoa 
Iho valao of nilaro of old waa, ai the vtoMct* bat iUttj khahal^ m 
aUij dfaehm*, 8«o Kaod. nl. ai; whlla la tho pnMoi rirrmmrtanirta 
of thaaa Jowuh atovaa, and thooa ao ?«i7 nomarroa, PhUadalphaa wooM 
fa«h«r ladaam than aft a ahaapwr than a daanr ntto,— thaM la iptal 
laaaoB to ptate hMo Arialawl ooidaa b^tea iuaaithu^ 
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king's iBiiiwtw^ and wa»ng th(»ofBeexB of his traa^ 
itury^, When tliis wm oYer» what the king had de« 
ONed was qiuckl^r brought to a oonehiaioai ; and this 
in no more thaa seven days' time, the number of the 
talents paid for the captives being above fear hun« 
dffcid and sixty, and tins, because their masters re* 
quired the [hundred and] twenty drachnue for the 
children also, the king having-, in effect, commanded 
that these should be paid for, when he said, in his 
decree, that they should receive the forepMnlioDed 
snni for every slave. 

4. Now when tbie had been done after so nmgni- 
fioent a manner, accordin|; to the king's mcBnations, 
he gave order to Demetnus to give him in writing 
his sentiaents eenoeming the transcribing of the 
Jewish boohs ; for no part of the administration is 
done rashly by theee kings, but all things are mar 
naged with great circumspection. On which ae 
oeant I have subjoined a copy of these epistles, 
•ad set down U&e multitude of tiie vessels sent as 
gifts [to JeruBalem}^ and the construction of every 
Qne» that the exactness ci the artificers' workman- 
ahip, aa it appeared to those that saw them, and 
which workmen made every vesael, may be made 
aaanilest, and this on account of the exeelleacy of 
the veesela themselves. Now the copy of the epie* 
tie was to this purpose i^^ Bemetriue to the great 
king> When then, O king, gaveet me a charge con- 
cerning the coUectieB of Books that were wanting 
to fill your library, and eonceining the eaire that 
ought to be taken about sudi as are imperfect, I 
have used the utmost diHgenoe about those matters. 
And I let yon know, that we want the boeka of the 
Jewish legislatiott, with seme others i for tliey are 
written in the Hebrew eharaeteis, and being in the 
language of that nation, are to us unknown. It 
hm a£o happened to ihen^ that they have been 
transcribed more carelessly than tiiey should have 
been, because they have not had hitherto royal 
care taken about ti^em. Now it is neoesBary that 
thou ahonldst have aceirato copies of them. And 
indeed this legislatton is fiill of hidden wisdom, aiid 
entirely blamaLeas, as being the legislation of God t 
for which eanse it is, as Hecatous of Abdera says, 
that the poets and historians make no mention of 
it, nor of those men who lead their lives accerding 
to i*, since it is a holy law, and ought not to be 
pnblished by profane months. If then it please 
thee, O king, thou mayest wiito to the high^iest 
of the Jews, to send six of the eUen out of every 
tribe, and those sneh asave most skilfiil of the laws, 
that by their means we asay learn the clear and 
agreeing sense of those books, and may obtain an 
aocurato iaterpretsftioB ef their contents, and so 
may have anoli a collection of these samay be 
VuitaMs to thy desire." 

6. When this opistle was sent to the king, he 
Mnmaadsd that an epistle shoold be drawn up for 
EAeaaar, the Jewish high -priest, oonoeming these 
mattera ; and that they should inform him of the 
fieleaseof the Jewa that had been in sUvery among 
them. He also sent fifty talents of gold for the 
making of large basons, and vials^ and cups, and an 
immense quantity of precious atones. He also 

Sve order to those who had the custody of the 
ests that contained those stones, to give the ar- 
tificers leave to choose out what sorts of them they 
pleased. He witiial appointed, that a hundred ta- 
lents in money should be sent to the temple for sa- 
orificesj and for other nses. Now I wjU give a de- 
scription of these ▼eesela, and the manner of their 



eonatomotion, but not tiH altor I have set down a 
copy of the epistln which was written to Eleaaar 
i^Md high-prieit, in4ie had obtMned that dienity on 
the occasion foUowing :-<-When Onhts the high- 
priest was dead, hia son Simon beesme hie sueoee- 
son, He was called Simon the Jnet,* because of 
both his mety towamfe Qod, and his kind dispoei- 
tion to tnose of his ewn nation. Wlien be wan 
dead, and had left a young son, whe was oaNed 
Onias, Simon's brothev Elnzar, ef whom we are 
speaking, took the high-priesthood ; and he it was 
to whom Ptoleosy wvoto, and that in the manner 
iolk>wing :^<<King Ptolemy to Eleaaar the high- 
priest, sendeth greeting. There are many Jewa 
who now dwelt in my kingdom, whom the Persians, 
when they were in power, carried captives. Thee^ 
were honoured by my &ther ; some ef whom lie 
^aced in the army, and gave them greater pay 
than ordinary ; to o^ers of them, when they came 
with him into Egypt, he cenunittod his garrieonsy 
and the guarding of them, that they might be a ter- 
ror to the Egyptians ; and when I had taken the 
government, T treated all men with humanity, and 
especially those that ars thy fellow-citizens, of 
whom I havn set fVee above a hundred thousand that 
were slaves, and paid the price of their redemption 
to their masters out of my own rev«nues ; and those 
that are of a fit age, I have admitted into the num- 
ber of my soldiers ; and for such as are capable of 
being fiiithful to me, and proper for my court, I 
have put them in such a post, as thinking this [kind* 
ness done to' them} to be a very great and an ao- 
ceptable gift, which I devoto to God for his piovi- 
dence over me ; and as I am desirous to do what 
wOl be grateful to these, and to aU the otlier Jews 
in the habitabia earth, I have determined to pro- 
cure an interpretation of your law, and to have it 
transited out of Hebrew into Greek, and to be de- 
posited in my library. Thou wilt therefore do well 
to choose out and send to me men of a good cha- 
racter, who are now elders in age, and six in num- 
ber out of every tribe. These, by their age, must 
be skilful in the laws, and of abilities to make an 
accurato interpretation of them ; and when this 
sliaU be finished, I shaU think that I have done a 
work s^orious to mvself ; and I have sent to thee 
Andreas, the captam of my guard, and Aristeus^ 
men iduim i have in very great esteem ; by whom 
I have sent theee first-iniiss which I have dedka- 
tod tothe temple, and to the sacrifices, and to other 
iiees, to the value of ahundred talents ; ap4 if thon 
wilt send to us, to let us know what thou wouldst 
have farther, thou wilt do a thing acceptable to me." 
6. When this epistle of the kmg was brought to 
Eleazar, he wrote an answer to it with aO the re- 
spect possible s-*-^ Eleaaar the high-priest to king 
Ptolemy, sendeth greeting. If thou and thy queen 
Ax8inoe,t nod thy children, be weU» we are entirely 
aatisfied. When we received thy episUe, we greatly 
rejoiced at thy intentions ; and when the multitude 
were gathered together, we read it to them, and 
thereby, made them senaible of the piety thou hast 
towarda God. We also showed tliem the twenty 

• W«l»aT« a vtty ma enoomlvm ol tU» Simon Uw Juat. ^m i4 
OnlM I. In Um flfUMh eha|>ier of the EookalMUeoa, thfoiich Ihm whol* 
chapter. Nor U It ImpropOT to oouult MmU aliBplar iMlf upoa tbH 
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Tiaboff gold, and thirty of silver, mnd the five hrge 
banns, and the table for the sfaew-bread ; as also 
the hundred taleata for the aacrifioes, and for the 
■mking what shall be needful at the temple : which 
things AndreM and Ansteas, those most honour- 
ed friends of thine, have brought us ; and truly 
thej are persons of an excellent ehazaoter, and of 
great learning, and worthj of thy virtue. Know 
then that we wtU giatify thee in what is for thy ad- 
▼antage, though we do what we used not to do be> 
fore ; for we onsht to make a return for the no- 
raeroaa aets of kindness which thou hast done to 
our countiymen. We immsdiately, therefore of- 
fered saerifloes for thee and thy sister, with thy 
children and friends ; and the multitude made 
pirayers, that thy aflbirs may be to thy mind ; and 
that thy kingdom may be pre^nred in peace, and 
that the trsnshitioB of our law may come to the 
eoncfawiiMi thou deairest, and be for thy advantage. 
We hare also chosen six elders out of every tribe, 
whom we have sent, and ih» law with them. It 
will be thy part, out of thy piety and justiee, to 
send back the law when it hath been trsnahted ; 
and to return those-to us that bring it in safety^— 
FarvwelL" 

7. This was the reply which the high-priest 
made ; but it does not seem to me to be necessary 
to set down the names of the seventy [two] elders 
who were sent by Eieazar, and carried the law, 
which yet were subjoined at the end of the epistle. 
However, I thought it not improper to give an ao- 
eount of those vezy valuable and arti&iallv con- 
trived vessels which the king sent to God, that all 
may see how great a regard the king had lor God, 
for the king allowed a vast deal of expenses for 
these vessels, and came often to the workmen, and 
viewed their work, and suffered nothing of careless- 
ness or negligence to be any damac e to their oper- 
ations ; and I will reUte how ri<£ they were as 
well as I am able, although, perhaps, the nature of 
this history may not require such a description ; 
but I imagine I shall thereby recommend the ele- 
gant taste and magnanimity of this king to those 
that read this history. 

a. And first I will describe what bekngs to the 
table. It was indeed in the king's mind to make 
this table vastly laige in its dimensions ; but then 
he gave orders that they should learn what was the 
magnitude of the table which was already at Jeru- 
salem, and how large it was, and whether there 
were a possibility of making one larger than it : 
and when he was informed how lar^ that was 
which was already there, and that nothing hindered 
bat a laroer might be made, he said tlutt he was 
willing to nave one made that should be five times 
as lar^ as the present table ; but his fear was that 
it might be then useless in their sasred ministra- 
tkma by its too great largeness ; for he desired 
that the gifts he presented them should not only be 
there for show, but should be useful also in their 



sacred ministrations. According to which 
ing, that the former table was made of so moderate 
a size for use, and not for want of gold, he resolved 
that be would not exceed the former table in large- 
ness, but would make it exceed it in the variety 
and elegancy of its materials ; and as he was saga- 
cious in obeerving the nataro of all things, and in 
having a just notion of what was new and surpris- 
ing, and where there were no sculptures, he would 
invent sooh as were proper by hSs own skill, and 
wnuld show them to the workmen* he commanded 



that sudi seulptnies should now be made ; and tbait 
those which were delineated should be most B/oeft- 
lately formed, by a constant regard to their deli- 
neation. 

9, When therefore the workmen bad mdertaken 
to make the table, they framed it in length two 
cubits [and a half J, in breadth one cubit, and in 
be%fat one cubk and a half ; and the entire s4x«^ 
tuTB of the work was of gokl. They witbal made a 
crown of a hand-breadth round it, with waT»-work 
wreathed about it, and with an engraving whiek 
imitated a cord, and was admirably tum^ on its 
three parts ; for as they were of a triangular figure, 
every angle had the same disposition of its sculp- 
tures^ that when you turned them about, the very 
same form of them was turned about without any 
variation. Now thai part of the crown-work that 
was enclosed mider the table had its seulpturse very 
beautiful ; but that part which went round on the 
outside was more elaborately adorned with most 
beautiful ornaments, because it was exposed te 
sight, and to the view of the spectators ; for which 
reason it was that both those sides whidi were ex- 
tant above the rest were aoute^ and none of the 
angles, which we before told yon were Ihroe^ ap- 
peared less than another when the table was turned 
about. Now into the oord-work thus turned were 
precious stones inserted, in rows parallel one to the 
other, enclosed in golden buttons, which had oudies 
in them ; but the parts which were on the side of 
the crown, and were exposed to the sight, were 
adorned with a row of oval figures obliquely placed, 
of the most excellent sort of precious stones, which 
imitated rods laid close, and enoompassed tiie table 
round about ; but under these oval figures thus en- 
graven, the workmen had put a crown all round it, 
where the nature of all sorts of fruit was represent- 
ed, insomuch that the bunches of grapes hung up ; 
and when they had made the stones to represent all 
the kinds of fruit before mentioned, and that each 
in iti proper colour, they made them fast with gold 
round the whole table. The like disposition of the 
oval figures, and of the engraved rods, was framed 
under the crown, that the table might on each side 
show the same appearance of variety and elegancy 
of its ornaments, so that neither Uie positiofi of the 
wave-woik nor of the crown might be different^ 
although the table were turned on the other side, 
but that the prospect of the same artificial oontri^ 
vances migh be extended as far as the feet ; for 
there was made a plate of gold four fingers broad, 
throoffh the entire breadth of the table, into which 
they mserted the feet, anu then fastened them to 
the table by buttons and button-holes, at the place 
where the crown was situate, that so on what side 
soever of the taUe one should stand, it might ex- 
hibit the very same' view of the exquisite work- 
manship, and of the vast expenses bestowed upon 
it ; but upon the table itself they engraved a mean- 
der, inscrtung into it very valuable stones in the 
middle like stars, of various eofours ; the carbuncle 
and the emerald, each of which seat out agreeable 
rays of light to the spectators ; with such stones of 
other sorts also as were most curious and best es- 
teemed, as being most precious in their kind. Hard 
by this meander a texture of net-work ran round it, 
the middle of which appeared likw a rhombus, into 
which were inserted rock-crystal and amber, which, 
by the great resembhmce of the appearance they 
made, gave wonderful delij^t to those that saw 
The chapitefB of the feet imitated the fint 
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budding of lilies, while their leares were bent and 
laid under the table, bat so that the chiyes were 
seen standing upright within them. Their bases 
were made of a carbunele ; and the pUoe at the bot- 
tom, which rested on that carbuncle, was one palm 
deep, and eight fingers in breadth. Now they had 
engraven upon it, with a very fine tool, and with 
a great deal of pains, a branch of ivy, and tendnls 
of the vine, sending forth dusters of grapes, that 
70a would guess they were nowise differeut from 
real tendrils ; for they were so very thin, and so 
very fiur extended at their extremities, that they 
were moved with the wind, and made one beUeve 
that they were the product of nature, and not the 
representation of art They also made the entire 
workmanship of the table appear to be threefold, 
while the joints of the sevend parts were so united 
together as to be invisible, and the places where 
they joined could not be distinguished. Now the 
thickness of the table was not less than half a cubit 
So that this gift by the king's great generosity, by 
the great value of the materials, and the variety of 
its exquisite structure, and the artificer's skill in 
imitating nature with graving tools, was at length 
brought to perfection, while uie king was very de- 
sirous, that though in largeness it were not to be 
different £rom that which was alr^y dedicated to 
God, yet that in exquisite workmanship, and the 
novelQr of the contrivances, and in the splendour 
of its construction, it should far exceed it, and be 
more illustrious than that was. 

10. Now of the cisterns of gold there were two, 
whose sculpture was of scale-work, from its basis 
to its beltiike circle, with various sorts of stones 
inchased in the spiral circles. Next to which there 
was upon it a meander of a cubit in height : it was 
composed of stones of all sorts of colours ; and next 
to this was the rod-work engraven ; and next to 
that was a rhombus in a texture of net-work, drawn 
out to the brim of the basin, while small shields, 
made of stones, beautiful in Uieir kind, and of four 
fingers' depth, filled up the middle puis. About 
the top of the basin were wreathed the leaves of 
lilies, and of the convolvulus, and the tendrils of 
Tines in a circuUr manner ; and this was the con- 
struction of the two cisterns of gold, each contain- 
ing two firkins ;— but those which were of silver 
were much more bright and splendid than looking- 

! [hisses ; and you might in them see images that 
ell upon them more phunly than in the other. The 
king also ordered thirty vials ; those of whidi the 
parts that were of gold, and filled up with ptecious 
stones, were shadowed over with the leaves of ivy 
and vines, artificially engraven ; and these were 
the vessels that were, after an extraordinary man- 
ner, brought to this perfection, partly by the skill 
of the workmen, who were admirable in such fine 
work, but much more by the diligence and gene- 
rosity of the king, who not only supplied the artifi- 
oers abundantly, and with great generosity, with 
what they wanted, but he forbade public audiences 
for the time, and came and stood by the workmen, 
and saw the whole operation ; and this was Uie 
cause why the workmen were so accurate in their 
performance, because they had regard to the king, 
and to his great concern about the vessels, and so 
the more indefatigably kept close to the work. 

11. And these were what gifts were sent by 
Ptolemy to Jerusalem, and dedicated to God there. 
But when Eleazar the high-priest had devoted Ihem 
to God, and had paid due respect to tiiooe that 



brought them, and had given them preeente to be 
carried to the king, he dismissed them. And when 
they were come to Alexandria, and Ptolemy heard 
that they were some, and tliat the seventy elders 
were come also, he presently sent for Andreas and 
Aristeus, his ambassadors, who came to him, and 
delivered him the epistle which they brought him 
fh>m the high -priest, and made answer to all the 
questions he put to them by word of mouth. He 
tlien made haste to meet the elders that came from 
Jerusalem for the interpretation of the laws ; and 
he gave command, that every body who came on 
otlier occasions should be sent away, which was a 
thing surprising, and what he did not use to do ; 
for tliose that were drawn thither upon such occa^ 
sions used to come to him on the fifth day, but am- 
bassadors at the month's end. Bat when he had sent 
those away, he waited for these that were sent by 
Eleazar ; but as the old men came in with the pi>a- 
sents, which the high-priest had given them to 
bring to tlie king, and witli the membranes, upon 
which they had their Uws written in golden letters,* 
he put questions to them concerning those books ; 
and when tliey had taken off the covers wherein 
they were wrapt up, they showed him the mem- 
branes. So the king stood admiring tlie thinness 
of those membranes, and tlie exactness of the junc- 
tures, which could not be perceived (so exactly 
were they connected one with another) ; and this 
he did for a considerable time. He then said that 
he returned tliem thanks for coming to him, and 
still greater thanks to him that sent them ; and 
above all, to that God whose laws tliey appeared to 
be. Then did the elders, and those that were pre- 
sent with them, cry out with one voice, and wished 
all happiness to the king. Upon which he fell into 
tears by the violence of the pleasure he had, it be- 
ing natural to men to afford tlie same indications 
in ffreat joy that they do under sorrow. And when 
he had bidden tliem deliver the books to those tliat 
were appointed to receive them, he saluted the men, 
and said tliat it was but just to discourse, in the 
first place, of the errand they were sent about, and 
then to address himself to themselves. He pro- 
mised, however, that he would make this day on 
which they came to him remarkable and eminent 
every year through the whole course of his life ; 
for their coming to him, and the victory which he 
gained over Antigonus by sea, proved to be on the 
very same day. He also gave orders that thejr 
should sup with him ; and gave it in charge that 
they should have excellent lodgings provided for 
them in the upper part of the city. 

12. Now he that was appointed to take care of the 
reception of strangers, Nicanor by name, called for 
DorotheuB, whose duty it was to make provision 
for them, and bade him prepare for every one of 
them what should be requisite for their diet and 
way of hving ; which thing was ordered by the 
king after tliis manner: he took care tliat those 
that belonged to every city, which did not use the 
same way of living, that all things should be pre- 
pared for them according to the custom of those 
that came to him, that being feasted according to 
the usual method of their own way of living, Siey 
might be the better pleased, and might not be un- 
easy at any thing done to them from which they 
were naturally averse. And this was now done in 
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the cue of these men by Dorotheas, who was put 
into this office because of his great skill in such 
matters belonging to common life : for he took care 
of all such matters as oonoemed the reception of 
steanger^ and appointed them double seats for 
them to sit on, according as the king had command- 
ed him to do ; for he had commanded that half 
of their seats should be set at his right hand, and 
the other half behind his table, and took care that 
no re^Mct should be omitted that could be shown 
them. And when they were thus set down, he bid 
DorotheuB to minister to all those that were come 
to him from Judea, after the manner they used to 
be ministered to ; for which cause he sent awa^ 
tlieir sacred heralds, and those that slew the sacn- 
ficee, and the rest that used to say grace : but cal- 
led to one of those that were come to him, whose 
name was Eleazar, who was a priest, and desired 
him to say grace :* who then stood in the midst of 
of them, and prayed, that all prosperity might at- 
tend the king, and those that were ms subjects. 
Upon which an accbunation was made by the whole 
eompany, with joy and a great noise ; and when 
that was over, they fell to eating their supper, and 
to the enjoyment of what was set before them. And 
at a little interval afterward, when the king thought 
a BufEdent time had been interposed, he began to 
talk philosophically to them, and he asked every 
one of them a philosophical question,t and such a 
one as might giye light in those inquiries ; and 
when they had explained all the problems that had 
been proposed by the king about eveiy point, he 
was well pleased with their answers. This took up 
the twelve days in which they were treated ; and 
he that pleases may learn the particular questions 
in that book of Ansteus, which he wrote on this 
very occasion. 

•13. And while not the long only, but the philo- 
sopher Menedus also, admired them, and said, that 
all things were goremed by Providence, and that 
it was probable that thence it was that such force 
or beauty was discovered in these men's words, — 
they then left off asking any more questions. But 
the king said that he had gained rery great advan- 
tages by their coming, for that he had received this 
profit nam them, that he had learned how he ought 
to rule his subjects. And he gave order that they 
■faonld have every one three talents given them ; 
and that those that were to conduct them to their 
lodging should do it Accordingly, when three 
days were over, Demetrius took them, and went 
over the eanseway seven furlongs long : it was a 
hank in the sea to an island. And when they had 
gone over the bridge, he proeeeded to the northern 
parts, and showed them where they should meet, 
which was in a house which was built near the 
shore, and was a quiet place, and fit for their dis- 
coursing together about their work. When he had 
faroii^t them thither, he entreated them (now they 
had all things about them which they wanted for 
the interpretation of their law), that they would 
suffer nothing to interrupt them in tlieir work. 
Accordingly, they made an accurate interpretation, 
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with great zeal and great pains ; and this they ood- 
tinued to do till the ninth hour of the day ; after 
which time they relaxed and took care of ^eix 
body, while their food was provided for them in 
great plenty: besides, Dorotheus, at the king's 
command, brought them a gre&t deal of what was 
provided for the king himself. But in the momins 
they came to the court, and saluted Ptolemy, and 
then went away to their former place, where, when 
they had washed their hands^: and purified them- 
selves, they betook tliemselves to the interpretation 
of the laws. Now when the law was transcribed, 
and the labour of interpretation was over, which 
came to its conclusion in seventy-two days, Deme- 
trius gathered all the Jews together to the place 
where the laws were translated, and where the in- 
terpreters were, and read them over. The multi- 
tude did also approve of thbse elders that were the 
interpreters of the law. They withal commended 
Demetrius for his prdposaVas the inventor of what 
was greatly for their happiness ; and they desired 
that he would give leave to their rulers also to read 
the law. Moreover they all, both the priests and 
the andentest of the elders, and the principal men 
of their commonwealth, made it their request, that 
since the interi«etation was happily finished, it 
might continue in the state it now was, and might 
not be altered. And when they all commended 
that detennination of theirs, they enjoined, that if 
any one observed either any thing superfluous, or 
any thing omitted, that he would take a view of it 
again, and have it laid before them, and corrected ;- 
which was a wise action of theirs, that when the 
thing was judged to have been well done, it might 
continue for ever. 

14. So the king rejoiced when he saw that his 
design of this nature was brought to perfection, to 
so great advantaee : and he was chiefly delighted 
wi£ hearing the laws read to him ; and was asto- 
nished at me deep meaning and wisdom of tlie 
legisUtor. And he began to discourse with Deme- 
trius, ** How it came to pass that, when this legis- 
lation was so wonderful, no one, either of the poets 
or of the historians had made mention of it" De- 
metrius made answer, <'tliat no one durst be so 
bold as to touch upon the description of these laws, 
because they were divine and venerable, and because 
some that had attempted it were afilicted by God." 
— He idso told him, that " Theopompus was desir- 
ous of writing somewhat about them, but was there- 
upon disturbed in his mind for above thirty days' 
time ; and upon some intermission of his distemper, 
he appeased God [by prayer], as suspecting that 
his madness proceeded from that cause." Nay, 
indeed, he farther saw in a dream, that his distem- 
per befel him while he indulged too great a curi- 
osity about divine matters, and was desirous of 
publishing them among common men ; but when 
he left off that attempt, he recovered liis wider- 
standing again. Moreover, he informed him of 
Theodectes, the tragic poe^ concerning whom it 
was reported, that when in a certain dramatic re- 
presentation, he was desirous to make mention of 
things that were contained in the sacred books, he 
was afflicted with a darkness m his eyes ; and that 
upon his being conscious of the occasion of his dis- 

f ThU pariflnatkm of tha Intorpctttrf, hj waahlng In tha ica. tefcra 
they prayed to Ooil avcry morntng, and bclbre th«jr act about tfwusbitliirt 
may & compaml with tha Ilka pnattoa of Peter tha Apostla, In tha 
BMumitkMia of acment, b. It. ch. III. and b. v. ch. xxxvl. ; and with 
the placn of the Proeeuclue, or of prayer, which wera minetimee built 
n«ar the ««• or riven aleo. Of which matter, tea Antl«|. b. xlv. eh. a. 
■ect. 9i; niid Aeusvl. l^. Id. 
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temper, end appeeaag God [by pimyer], he was 
ined from that aflBiction. 

15. And when the king had received theee books 
Irom Demetrins, as we have said already, he adored 
them ; and gare order, that great care should be 
taken of them, that thev might remain onoomipted. 
He also desized that the interpreters would come 
often to him out of Judee, and that both on account 
of the respect which he would pay them^ and on 
account of the presents he would make them ; for 
he said, it was now hut just to send them away, 
although if, of their own accord, they would come 
to him hereafter, they should ohtaia all that their 
own wisdom might justly require, and what his 
generosity was ahle to give them. So he sent them 
away, and gare to every one of them three garments 
of the best sort, and two talents of gold, and a cup 
of the value of one talent^ and the furniture of the 
room wherein they were feasted. And these 
were the things he presented to them. But by 
them he sent to Eleazar the high-priest ten beds, 
with feet of silver, and the furniture to them be- 
longing, and a cup of the value of thirty talents ; 
and bettdes these, ten garments, and puiple^ and a 
veiy beautiful crown, and a hundred pieces of the 
finest woven linen ; as also vials and dishes, and 
vessels for pouring, and two golden cisterns, to be 
dedicated to God. He also desired him, by an 
epistle, that he would give these interpreters leave, 
if any of them were desirous, of coming to him ; 
because he highly valued a conversation with men 
of such learning, and should be very willing to lay 
out his wealth upon such men. — And this was what 
came to the Jews, and was nmch to their glory and 
honour, from Ptolemy and Philadelphus. 



CHAPTER III. 

HOW TBM KUfOS OF ASIA HOffOUBSO THB HATlOfI 
OF XBB JBW8, AMD MADE XHBM CIVIZBN8 OF 
THOAB CIZIES WHICH THBT BUILT. 

( 1. Thb Jews also obtained honours from the 
kings of Asia when they became their auxiliaries ; 
for Sdeuens Nicator made them citizens of those 
cities which he built in Asia, and in the Lower Sy- 
ria, and in the metropolis itself, Antioch ; and 
gave them privileges equal to those of the Macedo- 
nians and Greeks, who were the inhabitants, inso- 
much that those privileges continue to this very 
day : an argument for wmch you have in this, that 
whereas the Jews do make use of oil prepared by 
foreigners,* they receive a certain sum of money 
from the proper officers belonging to their exer- 
cises as the value of that oil ; whidi money, when 
the people of Antioch would have deprived them 
of, in the last war, Mudanus, who was then presi- 
dent of Syria, preserved it to them. And when 
tiie people of Alexandria and of Antioch did after 
thal^ at the time that Vespasian and Titus his son, 
goremed the habitable earth, pray that these pri- 
vileges of citizens might be taken away, they did 
not obtain their request In which behaviour any 
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one may discern the equity and generoeity of the 
RomanSjt especially of Vespasian and Titus, who, 
although they had been at a great deal of pains in 
the war against the Jews, and were exasperated 
against them, because they did not delirer up 
their weapons to them, but continued the war to 
the very last, yet did not they take away any of 
their forementioned privileges belonging to them 
■s citizens, but restrained their anger, and over- 
came the prayers of the Alexandriuis and Antio- 
chians, who were a very powerfol people, insomuch 
that they did not yield to them, neither out of thdr 
favour to theee people, nor out of their old grudge 
at those whose wicked opposition they had subdued 
in the war ; nor would they alter any of the an- 
cient &VOHIB granted to the Jews, but said, that 
those who had borne arms against them, and 
fought them, had suffered puoishment already, and 
that it was not just to deprive those that had not 
offended of the privileges they enjoyed. 

2. We also know £at Marcus Agrippa was of 
the like disposition towards the Jews : ibr when 
the people of Ionia were very angry at them, and 
besought Agrippa, that they, and they only, might 
have Uiose privileges of dtiaens whidb Antiochus, 
the grandson of Seleucus (who by the Greeks waa 
call^ Tk€ God), had bestowed on them ; and de- 
sired that, if the Jews were to be joint-partakers 
with them, they might be obliged to worship the 
gods they themselves worshipped : but when theee 
matters were brought to trial, the Jews prevailed, 
and obtained leave to make use of their own cus- 
toms, and this under the patronage of Nicobms of 
Damascus ; for Agrippa gave sentence, that he could 
not innovate. And if any one hath a mind to know 
this matter accurately, let him peruse the hundred 
and twentv-third and hundred and twenty-fourth 
books of the history of this Nicdaus. Now, as to 
this determmation of Agrippa, it is not bo much to be 
admired ; for at that time our nation had not made 
war against tl^e Homans. But one may well be 
astoniwed at the generosity of Vespasiari and Titos, 
that after so great wars and contests which they 
had from us, they should use such moderation. 
But X will now return to that part of my history 
whence I made the present digression. 

3. Now it happened that in the reign of Antio- 
chus the Greats who ruled over all Asia, that the 
Jews, as well as the inhabitants of Celesyria, suf- 
fored greatly, and their land was sorely haraiwed ; 
for while he was at war with Ptolemy Philopater, 
and with lus son, who was called Epiphanes, it fell 
out that these nations were equally sufferers, both 
when he was beaten and when he beat the others : 
so that they were very like to a ship in a storm, 
which is tossed by the waves on both sides : and 
just thus were they in their situation in the middle 
between Antiochus's prosperity and its change to 
adversity. But atlmgth, when AntkMdras had 
beaten Ptolomy, he seized upon Jodea : and when 
Philopater was dead, his son sent out a great army 
under Scopes, the general cf his forces, against the 
inhabitants of Celesyria, who took many of their 
cities, and in particular our nation ; which, when 
he fell upon them, went over to him. Yet was it 
not long afterward when Antiochos overcame Sco- 

« VU^ aad thaHkagiMtaad Jiiit«ihanM!lai4.i>rihaJwli«,Hid««^ty, 
«Bd tnaroaitjr dTtha old Bomaat, both to tha Jawaand athar eaMiiai wi 
nation*, Mllbnia iu A vaiygood foaaon why Ataniihtr Ood, «poii tka n. 
jaotlonerthaJawKfcrthalrwIakBdnaai, ohoaa th«n Ibr Ua pa«pH and 
flnt aatabilihad Ohriatianl^ in that ompifa. Of iridah —atta^ aaa 
JoaephiuhM«{, aMt.flj aaataoAndq. h.slv.ali. s. fl«,«i k Kvteh. 
it. Met. 4. 
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pis, in a bUtle foaght at the foimtaiiis of Jordui, 
ind destroyed a ptaX part of hie army. Bat after- 
ward, whea Antioohus subdaed those cities of Ce- 
lesyria which Seopas had ffotten into his poaseeeioQ, 
and Samaria with them, the Jews, of their own ac- 
cord, went oyer to him, and received him into the 
eity [ Jemaalem], and gave plentiful provision to all 
his army, and to his elephants, and readily assisted 
him when he besieged the garrison which was in 
the citadel of Jerosalem. Wherefore Antiochus 
thought it bat jost to requite the Jews' diligence 
and seal in his service : so he wrote to the generals 
of his armies, and to his friends, and gave testimony 
to the good behaviour of the Jews towards him^ 
sod informed them what rewards he had resolved 
to bestow on them for that their behaviour. I will 
eet down presently the epistles themselves which 
he wrote to the generals concerning them, but will 
first produce the testimony of Polybius of Megalo- 
polis ; for thus does he speak, in the sixteenth 
book of his history :-^ Now Scopes, the general of 
Ptolemy's anny, went in haste to the superior parts 
of the coontry, and in the winter-time overthrew 
the nation of the Jews." He also eaith, in the same 
book, thai " when ScopM was conquered by Antio- 
ebus, Antioehus received Batanea and Samaria, 
and Abila and Gadara ; and that, a while after- 
wards, there came in to him those Jews that 
inhabited near the temple which was called Jem- 
talem ; coneeriog which, although I have more to 
^^i and particmarly concerning the presence" of 
God about that temple, yet do I put off that history 
till another opportunitv.*' This it is which Polv- 
bios relates ; but ve wiU return to the series of the 
history, when we have first prodnoed the epistles of 
hiog Antioehus. 

*^ KIVO AMTIOCHIJS TO PTOUDITy SUf DBTH GaBBHlf O. 

^ Since the Jews, upon our first entrance on 
their eoontry, demonstrated their friendship to- 
wards 08 ; and ^en we came to their city [ Jem- 
nlsitf], received us in a splendid manner, and came 
to meet us with their senate, and gave abundance 
of provisionB to our soldiers, and to the elephants, 
ud joined with us in ejecting the gaxrison of the 
Egyptians that were in the citadd, we have thought 
fit to reward them, and to retrieve the condition of 
their city, which hath been greatly depopulated by 
■neh accidents as have befallen its inhabitants, and 
to bring those that have been seattered abroad 
hsek to the city ; and, in the first place, we have 
dotermined, on account of their piety towards God, 
to bestow cm them, as a pension, for their saoifices 
of anhnals that are fit for sacrifice, for wine and 
oU, and iraakincenee, the value ef twenty thousand 
pieces of sUver, and [six] sacred artabrm of fine 
floor, with one thousand four hundred and sixty 
Xtodinmi of wheat, and three hundred and seventy- 
five medimni of salt ; and these payments I would 
have f sUy paid them, as I have sent orders to yon. 
I would also have the work about the temple finish- 
ed, and the cbisters, and if there be any thmg else 
<hat ooghtto be reboilt ; and for the materials of 
^"^^d, let it be brought them out of Judea itself, 
•od out of (he other countries, and out of Libanus, 
tax-fipse ; and the same I would have obeenred as 
to those other materials which will be neeessaiT,in 
*idcr to render the temple more glorious ; and let 
all of that nation live according to the kws of their 
own country ; and let the seoale and the priests, 
s 2 



and the scribes of the temple, and the sacred sh)g* 
ers, be dischsrged from poll-money and the crown- 
tax, and other taxes also ; and that the city may 
the sooner recover its inhabitants, T grant a dki* 
charge from taxes for three years to its present in- 
habitants, and to such as shall come to it, until tho 
month Hyperberetus. We also discharge them 
for the future fh>m a third part of thenr taxes, thai 
the losses the^ have sustamed may be repaired ; 
and all those citizens that have been carried away, 
and are become slaves, we grant them and their 
ciiildren their freedom ; and give order that their 
substance be restored to them. 

4. And these were the contents of this epistle. 
He also published a decree, through all his kingdom, 
in honour of the temple, which contained what fol- 
lows ; — " It shall be lawful for no foreiffner to come 
within the limits of the temple round about ; which 
thing is forbidden also to the Jews, unless to those 
who, accordiue to their own custom, have purified 
themselves. Nor let any flesh of horses, or of 
mules, or of asses, be brought into the city, whe- 
ther they be wild or tame ; nor that of leopards, 
or foxes, or harss ; and, in general, that of any 
animal which is forbidden for the Jews to eat Nor 
let their skins be brought into it ; nor let any such 
animal be bred up in the city. Let them only be 
permitted to use the sacrifices derived from their 
forefjathers, with which they have been obliged to 
make acceptable atonements to God. And he that 
transgresseth any of these orders, let him fay to 
the priests three thousand drachmse of silver." 
Moreover, this Antiochus bare testimony to our 
piety and fidelity, in an epistle of his, written when 
he was informed of a sedition in Phrygia and Ly- 
dia, at which time he was in the superior provinces, 
wherein he commanded Zeuxis, the general of his 
fi>rces, and his most intuasate friend, to send some 
of our nation out of Babylon into Phrygia. The 
epistle was this i— 

** KINO ANTIOCHUS TO ZKUXIB, HIS rATHBB, 6BRDRH 
GEBETINQ. 

<<If you are hi health, itis well. I also am in 
health. Having been informed that a sedition la 
arisen in Lydia end Phrygia, I thought the matter 
required great care ; anid upon advising with my 
friends w£it was fit to be done, it hath been thought 
proper to remove two thousand families of Jews, 
with their effects, out of Mesopotamia and Babvlon, 
unto the castles and places that lie roost conveuent ; 
for I am persnaded that they will be well-di^<Med 
guaxdiaiiB of our poesessions, because of their piety 
towards God, and because I know that my prede- 
cessors have bom witness to them that they are 
faithful, and with aUcrity do what they are desired 
to do. I will, therefore, though it be a laborioos 
work, that thou remove these Jews ; under a pro* 
mise, that they diall be permitted to use thehr owh 
hiws : and when thou shalt have brought them te 
the places forementioned, thou shalt give every one 
of ttieir fkmilies a phioe for building their hou s ss , 
and a portion of land for their hushuidiy, and for 
the phmtation of their vines ; and thou shalt dis- 
charge them from paying^ taxes of the fruits of the 
earth for ten yesrs ; and let them have a proper 
quantity of wheat for the maintenanee of their ser- 
vants, until they receive bread-corn out of the earth ; 
also let a sufficient share be given to such as minis- 
ter to them in the necesBaries of life, that by 
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•njoTing the effsete of our humanity, they maj 
•how themaelTeB the more willing and ready about 
our affairs. Take care Ukewiee of that nation, as 
£yr as thou art able, that they may not have any 
distorbanoe given them by any one." Now these 
testimonials, which I have produced, are sufficient 
to dechure the friendship that Antiochus the Great 
bare to the Jews. 



CHAPTER IV. 

HOW AimOCHUS MADE A LKAOUB WITH PTOLBMT ; 
AND HOW OVIAS PROTOKBD FTOLBMT BUHBOBTJSS 
TO AlfOER ; AMD HOW JOSEPH BBOUGHT ALL THIRGS 
BIOHT AGAIN, AND ENTERED INTO FRIENDSHIP 
WITH HIH ; AND WHAT OTHER THINGS WERE DONE 
BT JOSEPH, AND HIS SON HTRCANU8. 

$ 1. After this Antiochus made a friendship 
and a league with Ptolemy, and gaye him his daugh- 
ter Cleopatra to wife, and yielded up to him Cele- 
syria, and Samaria, and Judea, and PhcBiiicia, by 
way of dowry ; and upon the division of the taxes 
between the two kings, all the principal men Iramed 
the taxes of their several countries, and collecting 
the sum that was settled for them, paid the same 
to the [two] kings. Now at this time the Samari- 
tans were in a flourishing condition, and much dis- 
tressed the Jews, cutting off parts of their huid, 
end eanrmg off slaves. This happened when Onias 
was hieli-piiest ; for after Eleazar's death, his 
uncle Manasseh took the priest-hood, and after he 
had ended his life, Onias received that dignity. 
He was son of Simon, who was called The Jutt; 
which Simon was the brother of Eleazar, as I said 
before. This Onias was one of a little soul, and a 
great lover of money ; and for that reason, because 
be did not pay that tax of twentv talents of silver, 
which his forefathers paid to these kincs, out of 
their own estates, he provoked king Ptolemy £u- 
ergetes to anger, who was the father of PhUopaler. 
Euersetes sent an ambassador to Jerusalem, and 
oompEained that Onias did not pay his taxes, and 
threatened, that if he did not receive them, he 
would seiae upon their land, and send soldiers to 
live upon it When the Jews heard this message 
of the Icing, they were confounded ; but so sordidly 
covetous was Onias, that nothing of this nature 
made him ashamed. 

2. There was now one Joseph, young in age, but 
of great reputation among the people of Jerusalem, 
for gravity, prudence, and justice. His father's 
name was Tobias ; and his mother was the sister 
of Onias the high-priest, who informed him of the 
eoming of the ambassador ; for he was then so- 
iouminff at a viUase named Phicol,* where he was 
bom. Hereupon he came to the city [Jerusalem], 
and reproved Onias for not taking care of the pre- 
■ervation of lus countrymen, but bringing the na- 
tion into dangers, by not paying this money. For 
' which preservation of them, he told him he had re- 
ceived the authority over them, and had been made 
high-piiest ; but that, in case he was so great a lover 
of money, as to endure to see his oountzy in dan- 
ger on that account, and his countrymen suffer the 
greatest damages, he advised him to go to the king, 

• Th*BHM«r thto ^iMt. Phlool, k tlM Twy tame wtth ttaatoT the 
•Mtraaptatai of AMbmImIi'b kort, la tha 4un of Abnhwn (Geo. xxL 
fl9,Mi4 Bfgkt MiriUjr b* Ua ptam of thai PIiIooI'b natlvlur or abud* j 
fv li t«MBs 10 bava bMB IB tha Mutii part of PiriMtlaa. at Utat waa 



and petition him to remit either the whole or a part 
of the sum demanded. Onias's answer wis this :— 
That he did not care for his authority, and that he 
was ready, if the thing were practicable, to lay 
down his high-priesthood ; and that he would not 
go to the king, because he troubled not himself st 
all about such matters. Joseph then asked him if 
he would not give him leave to go ambassador on 
behalf of the nation ; he replied, that he would 
give him leave. Upon which Joseph went up into 
the temple, and called the multitude together to a 
congregation, and exhorted them not to be disturb- 
ed nor affrighted, because of his uncle Onias's care- 
lessness, but desired them to be at rest, and not 
terrify themselves with fear about it ; for he pro- 
mised them that he would be thev ambassador to 
the king, and persuade him that they had done him 
no wrong ; and when the multitude heard this, they 
returned thanks to Joseph. So he went down from 
the temple, and treated Ptolemy's ambassador in an 
hospitable manner. He also presented him with 
rich gifts, and feasted him magnificently for many 
days, and then sent him to the kinff before bim, 
and told him that he would soon foUow him ; for 
he was now more willing to go to the king, by the 
encouragement of the ambauador, who earnestly 
pesoaded him to come into Egypl^ sad promised 
him that he would take care that he should obtain 
everv thing that he desired of Ptolemy ; for he was 
highly pleased with lus frank and libcoral temper, 
and with the gravity of lus deportment. 

8. When Ptolemy's ambassador was come into 
Egypt, he told the kine of the thoughtkss temper 
of Onias ; and informed him of the goodness of the 
disposition of Joseph ; and that he was coming to 
him, to excuse the multitude, as not having done 
him any harm, for that he was their patron. In 
shorty he was so very large in his encomiums upoa 
the young man, that he Sspoeed both the king and 
his wife Cleopatra to have a kindness for him be- 
fore he came. So Joseph sent to his friends at 
Samaria, and borrowed money of them ; and got 
ready what was necessary for his journey, gar- 
ments and cups, and beasts for burden, which 
amounted to about twenty thousand drachnue, and 
went to Alexandria. Now it happened that at this 
time aU the principal men and rulers went up out 
of the cities of Syria and Phoenicia, to bid for their 
taxes ; for every year the king sold them to the 
men of the greatest power in every city. So these 
men saw Joseph journeying on the way, and laugh- 
ed at him for his poverty and meanness ; but when 
he came to Alexandria, and heard that kmg Ptole- 
my was at Memphis, he went up thither to meet 
with bun ; which happened as the kins was sttaag 
in his chariot, with his wife, and with his friend 
Athenion, who was the very person who had be^ 
ambassador at Jerusalem, and had been entertained 
bv Joseph. As soon therefore as Athenion »»' 
bun, he presently made him known to the king, how 
good and generous a young man he was. SoPtole- 
my saluted him first, and desired him to come up 
into his chariot ; and as Joseph sat there he b^ 
to complain of the management of Onias : to whiea 
he answered, ** Forgive him, on account of his sf^e ; 
for thou canst not certamly be nnscqnainted with 
this, that old men and infants have their minds et- 
aoUy alike; but thou shalt have from us, ^^oare 
young men, every thmg thou desirest, and shaK 
have no cause to oompUm." With this good ha- 
mour and pleasantly of the young man, the kiug 
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was 80 delighted, that he began already, as though 
he had had long experience of him, to have a still 
ereater affection for him, insomuch that he bade 
bim take his diet in the king's palace, and be a 
guest at his own table every day ; but when the 
kinf was come to Alexandria, the principal men of 
Syria saw him sitting with the king, and were much 
oflTended at it. 

4. And when the day came on which the king 
was to let the taxes of the cities to farm, and those 
that were the principal men of digni^ in tibeir 
seTeral countries were to bid for them, the sum of 
the taxes together, of Celesyria and Phcsnida, and 
Judea, with Samaria [as they were bidden for], 
came to eight thousand talents. Hereupon Joseph 
accused the bidders, as having agreed together to 
estimate the value of the taxes at too low a rate ; 
and he promised tlut he would himself give twice 
as much for them ; but for those who did not pay, 
he would send the kin^home their whole substance ; 
for tliis privilege was sold together with the taxes 
themselves. The king was pleased to hear that of- 
fer ; and, because it augmented his revenues, he 
said he would confirm the sale of the taxes to him ; 
but when he asked him this question, whether he had 
any sureties that would be bound for the payment 
of the money, he answered very pleasantly, ^ I will 
give such security, and those of persons good and 
responsible, and which you shall have no reason to 
distrust :" and when he bade him name them, who 
thuy were, he replied, ** I give thee no other por- 
tions, king, for my sureties, than thyself, and this 
thy wife ; and you shall be security for both par- 
ties." So^ Ptolemy laughed at the proposal, and 
granted him the fanning of the taxes without any 
sureties. This procedure was a sore grief to those 
that came from the cities into Egypt, who were ut- 
terly disappointed ; and they returned every one 
to their own country with shame. 

6. But Joseph took with him two thousand foot- 
soldiers from the king, for he deured he might 
have some assistance, iu order to force such as were 
refractory in the cities to pay. And borrowing of 
the king's friends at Alexandria five hundred ta- 
lents, 1m made haste back into Syria. And when 
be was at Askelon, and demanded the taxes of the 
people of Askelon, 'they refused to pay any thing, 
and allhmted him also : upon which ne seized upon 
about twenty of the principal men, and slew them, 
and gathered wh^ they had together, and sent it 
all to the king ; and informed him what he had 
done. Ptolemy admired the prudent conduct of 
the man, and commended him for what he had 
done ; and gave him leave to do as he pleased. 
When the Syrians heard of this, they were asto- 
nished ; and having before them a sad example in 
the men of Askelon that were shun, they opened 
their gates, and willinely admitted Joseph, and 
paid their taxes. And when the inhabitants of 
Seythopolis attempted to aflbont him, and would not 
pay him those taxes which thev formerly used to 
pay, without diqmting about tnem, he slew also 
the prineipal men of that dty, and sent their effeots 
to the king. By this means he gathered grMt wealth 
together, and made vast gains by this Cuming of the 
taxes ; and he made use of what estate he had thus 
gotten, in order to support his authority, as think- 
ttig it a piece of prudence to keep what had been 
the occasion and foundation of his present good for- 
tone ; and this he did by the assistance of what he 
was aheady poss es s e d of, for he privately sent ma- 



ny presents to the king, and to Cleopatra, and to 
their friends, and to all that were powerful about 
the court, and thereby purchased their good-will to 
himself. 

6. This good fortune he enjoyed for twenty-two 
years ; and was become the fitther of seven sons by 
one wife ; he had also another son, whose name 
was Hyrcanus, by his brother Solymius's daughter, 
whom he married on the following occasion. He 
once came to Alexandria with his brother, who had 
along with him a daughter already marriageable, in 
order to give her in wedlock to some of the Jews 
of chief dignity there. He then supped with the 
king, and fidling in love with an aotress that was 
of great beauty, and came into the room where they 
feasted, he told his brother of it, and entreated him, 
because a Jew is forbidden bv their law to come 
near to a foreigner, to concesl his offence, and to 
be kind and su&urvient to him, and to give him an 
opportunity of fulfilling his desires. Upon which 
his brother willingly entertained the proposal of 
serving him, and adorned his own daughter, and 
brought her to him by night, and put her into his 
bed. And Joseph being disordexvd with drink, 
knew not who she was, and so lay with his brother's 
daughter ; and this did he many times, and loved 
her exceedingly ; and said to his brother, that he 
loved this actress so well, that he should run the 
hazard of his life [if he must part with her,] and 
yet probably the king would not give him leave [to 
take her with him]. But his brother bade him be 
in no concern about that matter, and told him he 
might enjoy her whom he k>ved without any dan- 
ger, and might have her for his wife ; and opened 
the truth of the matter to him, and assured him 
that he chose rather to have his own daughter 
abused, than to overlook him, and see him come to 
[public] dismce. So Joseph commended him for 
this his brouerly love, and married his daughter ; 
and by her begat a son whose name was Hyrcanus, 
as we said before. And when this his youngest 
son showed, at thirteen years old, a mind that was 
both courageous and wise, and was greatly envied 
by his bre^ren, as being of a ^nius much above 
them, and such a one as they might well envy, Jo- 
seph had once a mind to know which of his sons 
had the best disposition to virtue ; and when he 
sent them severally to those that had then the best 
reputation for instructing youth, the rest of his 
children, by reason of their sloth, and unwillingness 
to take pains, returned to him fooUsh and unlearn- 
ed. After them he sent out the younffeet, Hyrca- 
nus, and save him three hundred yoke of oxen» 
and bid him go two days' journey into the wilder- 
and sow the land there, and yet kept back 



private^ the yokes of the oxen that coupled them 
together. When Hyrcanus came to the phwe, and 
found he had no yokea with him, he oontemned the 
drivers of the oxen, who advised him to send some 
to his fiskther, to luring them some yokes ; but he 
thinking that he ought not to lose his time while 
they should be sent to bring him the yokes, he in- 
Tented a kind of stratagem, and what suited an acs 
elder than his own ; for he slew ten yoke of the 
oxen, and distributed theur flesh among the labour- 
ers, and out their hides into several pieces, and 
made him yokes, and yoked the oxen together with 
them ; by which means he sowed as much land as 
his father had appointed him to sow, and returned 
to him. And when he was come back, his lather 
was mightily pleased with his aagacityy and corn- 
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mended the shmnesB of his undentanding, and 
his boldnees in what he did. And he still loTed 
him ^e more, as if he were his only senoine eon, 
while his brethren were much troubled at it 

7. But when one told him that Ptolemy had a 
ton jnat born, and that all the principal men of Sy- 
ria» and the other ootintries subjeot to him, were 
to keep a festival on account of the ehild*8 birth- 
dky, and went away in haste with groit retinues to 
Alezandriay he was himself indeed hindered from 
going by old m ; but he made trial of his sons, 
whether any of them would be willing to go to the 
king. And when the elder sons excused themselves 
from going, Bfkd said they were not courtiers good 
enough for such conversation, and advised him to 
send their brother Hyrcanus, he gladly hearkened 
to that advice, and called Hyrcanus, and asked him, 
whether he would go to the king ; and whether it 
was ag r ee a ble to him to go or not And upon his pro- 
mise that he would go, and his saying that he should 
not want much money for his journey.^, because he 
would live moderately, and that ten thousand 
draehmsB would be sufficient, he was pleased with 
his son's prudenee. After a little while, the son 
adviaed his fiither not to send his presents to the 
king from thenoe, but to give him a letter to his 
•toward at Alexandria, that he might furnish him 
with money, for purchashig what should be most 
excellent and most precious. So he thinking that 
tlie expense of ton talents would be enough for pre- 
•enta to be made to the king, and commending his 
•on, as giving him good advice, wrote to Arion his 
•toward, that managed all his money matters at 
Alexandria ; which money was not less than three 
thousand talente on his account, for Joseph sent 
the money he reoeived in Syria to Alexandria. And 
when the day appointed for the payment of the 
taxes to the king eame, he wrote to Arion to pay 
them. So when the son had asked his father for a 
letter to this stoward, and had received it, he made 
liasto to Alexandria. And when he was gone, his 
brethren wrote to all tiie king's friends, that they 
■hould destroy him. 

8. But when he was come to Alexandria, he de- 
livered his letter to Arion, who asked him how ma- 
ny talents he would have (hoping he would ask for 
no more than ton, or a little more) ; he said, he 
wanted a thousatid talents. At which the stoward 
was angry, and rebuked him, as one that intended 
to live extravagantly ; and he let him know how 
Ilia ftither had gathered together his estate by 
painstakinj^ and resisting his inclinations, and wish* 
ed him to imitate the example of his father : he as- 
aored him withal, that he would give hun but ten 
talents, and that for a present to the kmg also. The 
•on was irritated at this, and threw Arion into pri- 
son. But when Arion 's wife had informed Cleopa- 
tra of this, with her intreaty, that she would rebuke 
the child for what he had done (for Arion was in 
sreat esteem with her), Cleopatra informed the 
king of it And Ptolemy sent for Hyrcanus, and 
told him that he wondered, when he was sent to 
him by his father, that he had not yet come into 
his presence, but had laid the steward in prison. 
And he gave order, therefore, that he should come 
to him, and give an aooount of the reason of what 
he had done. And they report, that the answer he 
made to the king's messenger was this : That *< there 
was a law of liis that forbade a child that was bom 
to taste of the sacrifice, before he had been at the 
temple and sacaificed to Ood. According to which 



way of reasoning, he did not himself come to him 
in expectation of the present he was to make to him, 
as to one who had been his father's benefactor ; 
and that he had punished the shive for disobeying 
his commands, for that it mattered not whether a 
master was little or great : so that unless we punish 
such as these, thou Siyself mayest also expect to be 
despised by thy subjecto." Upon hearing this hia 
answer, he fell a-laughing, ami wondered at the 
great soul of the diild. 

9. Wh«i Arion was apprised that this was the 
king's disposition, and that he had no way to help 
himself, he gave the child a thousand talents, and 
was let out of prison. So alter three da^s were 
over, Hyrcanus came and salntod the kmg and 
queen. They saw him with pleasure, and feasted 
him in an obliging manner, out of the respect they 
bare to his father. So he came to the merchanta 

{)rivately, and bought a hundred boys, that had 
earning, and were m the flower 'of their ages, each 
at a t^ent apiece ; as also he bought a hundred 
maidens, each at the same price as Uie other. And 
when he was invited to feast with the king among ' 
the principal men of the country, he sat down the 
lowest of them all, because he was little regarded, 
as a child in age s^ ; and this by those who placed 
every one according to their dignity. Now when 
all those that sat with him had laid the bones of the 
several parte in a heap before Hyrcanus (for they 
had themselves taken away the flesh belonging to 
them), till the table where he sat was filled full 
with them, Trypho, who was the king'f jester, and 
was appointed for jokes and htughter at festivals, 
was now asked by the guesto that sat at the table 
[to expose hun to laughter]. So he stood by the 
king, and said, " Dost thou not see, mv lord, the 
bones that lie by Hyrcanus t by this similitade thou 
mayest conjecture that his fSather made all Syria as 
bare as he hath made these bones." And the king 
laughing at what Trypho said, and asking of Hyrca- 
nus, How he came to have so many bones before 
him ! he replied, ** Very rightfully, my lord ; for 
they are dogs that eat the flesh and bones together, 
as diese thy gueste have done (looking in the mean- 
time at those gueste), for there is nothing before 
them ; but they are men that eat the flesh, and cast 
away the bones, as I, who am also a Qian, have now 
done." Upon which the king admired at his an- 
swer, which was so wisely made ; and bade them all 
make an acclamation, as a mask of their approba- 
tion of his jest, which was truly a facetious one. On 
the next day Hyrcanus went to every one of the 
king's friends, and of the men powerful at oour^ 
and saluted them ; but still inquired of the servanto 
what present they would make the king on his son's 
birth-day ; and when some said that they would give 
twelve talents, and that others of greater dignity 
would every one give according to the quantity of 
their riches, he pretended to every one of them to 
be grieved that he was not able to bring so large a 
present ; for that he had no more than five talents. 
And when the servanto heard what he said, they 
told their masters ; and they rejoiced in the pros- 
pect that Joseph would be disapproved, and would 
make the king angry, by the amallnesa of his pre- 
sent When the day came, the others, even those 
that brought the most, offered the long not above 
twenty talente ; but Hvrcanus gave to every one ol 
the hundred boys and hundred maidens that he had 
I bought, a tal«it apiece, for them to cany, and in- 
I troduced them, the boys to the king, and the mai- 
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dens to Qeopatn : ererjr bodj wondering at the 
imexpeeted nehness of the presents, OTen the king 
and queen themseWes. He also presented those 
that attended about the kbg with gifis to the ralue 
of a great nomber of talents, that he might escape 
the (Uuiger he was in from them ; for to those it 
was that Hyreanns's brethren had written to destroy 
him. Now Ptolemy admired at the young man's 
magnanimity, and commanded him to ask what gift 
he pleased. But he desired nothing else to be done 
for him by the king than to write to his &ther and 
brethren about him. So when the king had paid 
him very great respects, and had given him veirj 
laige gifts, and had written to his father and his 
hrethren, and all his commanders and officers, 
about him, he sent him away. But when his. breth- 
ren heard that Hyrcanus had received such favours 
from the king, and was returning home with great 
honour, they went out to meet him, and to destroy 
him, and that with the privity of their father : for 
he was angfy at him for the [large] sum of money 
that he b^towed for presents, and so had no con- 
cern for his preservation. However, Joseph con- 
cealed the anger he had at his son, out of fear of 
the king. And when Hyrcanns*B brethren came to 
fight him, he slew many others of those that were 
with them, as abo two of his brethren themselves ; 
but tiie rest of them escaped to Jerusalem to their 
&ther. But when Hyrcanus came to the city, 
where nobody would receive him, he was afraid for 
himself, and retired beyond the river Jordan, and 
there abode ; but obliging the Barbarians to pay 
their taxes. 

10. At this time Seleucus, who was called Soter, 
reigned over Asia, being the son of Antiochus the 
Great And [now] Hyrcanus's father, Joseph, died. 
He was a good man, and of great magnanimity ; 
and brought the Jews out of a state of poverty and 
meanness, to one that was more splendid. He re- 
tained the farm of the taxes of Syria, and Phoenicia, 
and Samaria, twenty-two years. His uncle also, 
Onias, died [about this time], and left the high- 
priesthood to his son Simon. And when he was 
dead, Onias his son succeeded him in that dignity. 
To him it was that Areus, king of the Lacedemoni- 
ans, sent an embassage, with an epistle ; the copy 
whereof here follows : — 

"ABSUS, KUrO OF THE LACEDSMONTAim, TO OlflAB, 
SBNDETB QBBBnNQ. 

** We have met with a certain writing, whereby 
we have discovered that both the Jews and the La- 
cedemonians are of one stock, and are derived from 
the kindred of Abraham.* It is but just, therefore, 
that yon, who are our brothren, should send to us 
about any of your concerns as you please. We will 
also do the same thing, and esteem your concerns 
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as our own, and will look upon our ooncems as in 
common with yours. Demotoles, who brings you 
this letter, will bring your answer back to us. This 
letter is four-square ; and the seal is an eagle, with 
a dragon in his daws." 

11. And these were the contents of the epMa 
which was sent from the king of the Laoedemoniana 
But upon the death of Joseph, the people grew se- 
ditious, on account of his sons ; for whereas tfan 
elders made war against Hyrcanus, who was the 
youngest of Joseph^ sons, the multitude was divid- 
ed, but the greater part joined with the elders ia 
this war : as did Simon the high-priest, by reason 
he was of kin to them. However, Hyrcanus de« 
termined not to return to Jerusalem any more, but 
seated himself beyond Jordan, and was at perpetual 
war with the Anbians, and slew many of them, 
and took many of them captives. He idso erected 
a strong castle, and built it entirely of white stone 
to the very roof, and had animals of a prodigious 
magnitude engraven upon it. He also drew around 
it a great and deep canal of water. He also made 
caves of many furlongs in length, by hollowinff a 
rock that was ever-against him ; and then ne 
made lai^ rooms hi it, some for feasting, and some 
for sleeping, and living in. He introduced also a 
vast quanti^ of waters whidi ran along it, and 
whiph were very delightful and ornamental in the 
court. But still he made the entrances at the 
mouth of the caves so nairow, that no more than 
one person could enter by them at once. And the 
reason why he built them after that manner was a 
good one ; it was for his own preservation, lest he 
should be beseiged by his brethem, and run thd 
hazard of being caught by them. Moreover, he 
built courts of greater magnitude than ordinaiy, 
which he adorned with vastfy large gardens. And 
when he had brought the place to this state, he 
named it Tyre. This place is between Arabia and 
Judea, beyond Jordan, not far from the country of 
Heshbon. And he ruled over those parts for seven 
years, even all the time that Seleucus was king of 
Syria. But when he was dead, his brother Antio- 
chus, who was called Epiphanes, took the Idngdom. 
Ptolemy also, the king of Egypt, died, who was be^ 
sides called Epiphanes. He 1^ two sons, aadboUi 
young in age ; the elder whom was called PhUo- 
meter, and the younger Physcon. As for B^rrca- 
nus, when he saw that Antiochus had a great army, 
and feared lest he should be caught by him, and 
brou|^ht to punishment for what he had done to the 
Arabians, he ended his life, and slew himself with 
his own hand ; while Antiochus seized upon all hia 
substance. 



CHAPTER V. 

HOW, UFON TBI QUAaRBLS OF THB JBW8 01f> ▲GAimt 
AROTBEa ABOUT THB HIOH-PRII8TH0OD, AKTIO- 
CHUS MADE Air XXPSmTIOIf AOAIIIST JBEUSALBMy 
TOOK THB CITT, AMD PILLAOBD THB TBMPLB, AMD 
DISTRESSED THB JEWS : AS ALSO, HOW KAIIT OF 
THE JEWS F0B800K THB LAWS OF THEIB OOUlfTHT ; 
AND BOW THE SAMARIlAIfS FOLLOWED THE CUS- 
TOIIS OF THE GHEEKS, AN9 NAMED THEIB TEMPLE 
AT MOUNT GEEIZZIM, THH TEMPLE OF JVPITBE 
HELLEN1U8. 

S 1. About this time, i^x>n the death of Onias 
the high-priest, they gave the high-priesthood to 
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JesoB his brother ; for that son which Onias left 
[or Onias it.] was yet but an infant : and, in its 
proper place, we will inform the reader of all the 
circumstances that befel this child. But this Jesus, 
who was the brother of Onias, was deprived of the 
high-priesthood by the king, who was angry with 
him, and gave it to his younger brother, whose name 
also was Onias ; for Simon had these three sons, to 
each of whom the priesthood came, as we have al- 
ready informed the reader.* This Jesus changed 
his name to Jason ; but Onias was called Menelaus. 
Now as the former high-priest, Jesus, raised a se- 
dition against Menelaus, who was orduned after 
him, the multitude were divided between them both. 
And the sons of Tobias took the part of MeneUus, 
but the greater part of the people assisted Jason : 
and by that means Menelaus and the sons of Tobias 
were distressed, and retired to Antioehus, and in- 
formed him, that they were desirous to leave the 
laws of their country, and the Jewish way of living 
accordiAg to them, and to follow the king's laws, 
and the Grecian way of living : wherefore they de- 
sired his permission to build them a Gymnasium at 
Jerusalem.f And when he had given them leave, 
fliey also hid the circumcision of their genitals, that 
even when they were naked they might appear to 
be Greeks. Accordingly, they left off all the cus- 
toms that belonged to their own country, and imi- 
tated the practices of the other nations. 

2. Now Antioehus, upon the agreeable situation 
of the affairs of his kingdom, resolved to make an 
expedition against Egypt, both because he had a de- 
sire to gain it, and because he contemned the son 
of Ptolemy, as now weak, and not yet of abilities to 
manage affkirs of such consequence ; so he came 
witli great forces to Pelusium, and circumvented 
Ptolemy Philometer by treachery, and seized upon 
Egypt. He then came to the places about Mem- 
phis ; and when he had taken them, he made haste 
lo Alexandria, in hopes of taking it by siege, and 
of subduing Ptolemy, who reigned there. But he 
was driven not only from Alexandria, but out of all 
JSgypt, b^ the declaration of the Romans, who 
diarged him to let that country alone. Accordingly, 
as I have elsewhero formerly declared, I will now 

{iye a particular account of what concerns this 
ing, — ^now he subdued Judea and the temple ; for 
in my former work I mentioned those things very 
briefly, and have therefore now thought it neces- 
my to go over that history again, and that with 
great accuracy. 

3. King Antioehus rotuming out of Egypt,:]: for 

• W« hftf* Uthwto had bat a fcw of tho« many oilatiooa wbara Jo. 
Mpha^ mj* that h* had •Iwwhan fbrmerljr tnated of many things of 
whioh yet hU pTMmt booka hare not a lylUble. Our oonimcnUUon 
ha** hitharto baon able to gl?a bo tolerable aocoant of these dtations, 
evhich are fiu- too numsroiu, and that uanally in aU his eoplae, both 
Oimtk and LaUn, to ba ■appoaed later interpolations : which b afanoet 
all that has been hitharto said npoo thia oceaalon. What I have to say 
hrthcr la thia, that wa have but vary few of these referanoea Hf^n. and 
very many in and ^fhr the history of Antioehus Kpiphaaaa : and that 
^«M|ditta» $nit book, the He%raar or Chaldee, aa weD as iha Gfcak Hl«- 
turyoTthe^pwUh war, longelnoa lost, began with that vary history, 
ao that the nlarvncee are nuiat prObid>ly made to that edition of the 
ae«a« books c/ the Wax. Sea .aovend other exaa^ple , be ld«B thoae. in 
iht two aecUoos belure ul in Antiq. b. aiil. cii. ti. «eet. 1, 4; and oh. 
^. aaei. d, 8: eh. v. seat, dl ll ; ah. vOl. noC 4j and eh. xlll. aack 4. «: 
«od Antiq. K vtIU. ch. li. Mot. f. 

t That thia word, *' Gymnaalaai," nraparly danotee a place where the 
#ae r« i e e e wvrs jierftvroed naked ; arhiciu baeaiiaa it .would Jtatunlly 
disdngaish oireumei'ad Jaws ftom unolreamQlMd Oentiles, tfitwe Jewish 
a|>Oi«i>ia s endeavouiwl to appear unelrvumolsed, by means of a ehirur. 
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VllsuK, b. vii. eh. XXV. as Dr. Hadaon here infiirms as. 
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*^uat so much utanr to tha iioa cf JoatBhns thao tha rea wen. 



fear of the Romans, made an expedition against 
the city Jerusalem ; and when he was thero, in the 
hundred and forty-third year of the kingdom of the 
Seleucidse, he took the city without fighting, those 
of his own party opening the gates to him. And 
when he had gotten possession of Jerusalem, he 
slew many of the opposite party ; and when he had 
plundered it of a great deal of money, he returned 
to Autioch. 

4. Now it came to pass, after two years, in the 
hundred and forty-fifth year, on the twenty-fifth day 
of that monUi which is by us called Chasleu, and 
by the Macedonians Appelus, in the hundred and 
fifty-third olympiad, that the king came up to Je- 
rusalem, and, pretending peace, he ^t possessioii 
of the city by treacheiy : at wluch tune he spared 
not so much as those that admitted him into it, on 
account of the riches that lay in the temple ; but, 
led by his covetous inclination (for he saw there 
was in it a great deal of gold, and many ornaments 
that had been dedicated to it of very great value), 
and in order to plunder its wealth, he ventured to 
break the league he had made. So he left the tem- ^ 
pie bare, and took away the golden candlesticks, 
and the golden altar [of incense], and table [of 
shew-bread], and the altar [of burnt-offering] ; and 
did not abstain from even the veils, whidi wera 
made of fine linen and scarlet He also emptied it 
of its secret treasures, and left nothing at all re- 
maining ; and by this means cast the Jews into 
great lamentation, for he forbade them to offer 
those daily sacrifices which they used to offer to 
God, according to the law. And when he had pil- 
laged the vhSe city, some of the inhabitants he 
slew, and some he carried captive, together with 
their wives and children, so that the multitude ol 
those captives that were taken alive amounted to 
about ten thousand. He also burnt down the finest 
buildings ; and when he had overthrown the city 
walls, 1^ built a citadel in the lower part of the city^ 
for the place was high, and overlooked the temple, 
on whidi account he fortified it with high walls and 
towers, and put into it a garrison of Macedonians. 
However, in that citadel dwelt the impious and 
wicked part of the [Jewish] multitude, from whom 
it proved that the citizens suffered numy and sore 
calamities. And when the king had built an idol 
altar upon God's altar, he slew swine upon it, and 
so offered a sacrifice neither according to the law, 
nor the Jewish religious worship in uiat country. 
He also compelled them to foreake the worship 
which they paid their own God, and to adore those 
whom he took to be gods ; and made them build 
temples, and raise idolaltaa, in every city and vil- 
lage, and offer swine upon them every day. He 
also commanded them not to dreumcise their sons, 
and tiireatened to punish any that should be found 
to have transgressed his injunction. He also ap- 
pointed overseers, who should compel them to do 
what he commanded. And indeed many Jews 
there were who complied with the king's commands, 
either voluntarily, or out of fear of the penalty that 
was denounced : but the best men, and those of the 
noblest souls, did not regard him, but did pay a 

I This «lta4el, of which wa have sucth ftaquant nanthw la tha follow, 
lag hirtonr, both in tha Maooabeas and JoaaphuL saama to hava been a 
eastle built on a hill, fewer than Mount Elen, though upon Ita aUrts. 
and higher than Mount Moriah, but batwaea than both; which hUl 
tha aocmica of tha Jawa now got poa roi i o n of. and built on this citadel, 
and brtiflad It, till agood whlla afterwaids the Jawa BMainml it. d 
liahad it, and laveUod the hiU ilaelf with the oonunoB gioand. that 
enemies might no more raeovar it, and might thanoa oacrlook tha 
nia Itiielf, and do them audi mUehfef aa thay had k 
It. Antiq, b. alii. eh. vl.aaokfi. 
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fcnatsr respect to the customs of their oountry than 
ooDoeni as to the pimishment which he threatened 
to the disobedient ; on which account they every 
day underwent ^reat miseries and bitter torments ; 
far they were whipt with rods, and their bodies were 
torn to pieces, and were crucified while they were 
still alive and breathed : they also strangled those 
women and their sons whom they had circumcised, 
as the king had appointed, hanging their sons about 
tlieir necks as they were upon the crosses. And if 
there were any sacred book of the law found, it was 
destroyed ; and those with whom they were found, 
miserably perished also. 

5. When the Samaritans saw the Jews under 
these sufferings, they no longer confessed they were 
of their kindred, nor that the temple on Mount Ge- 
rizaslm belonged to Almighty God. This was ac- 
cording to their nature, as we have already shown. 
And they now said that they were a oolpny of 
Medes and Persians : and indeed they were a co- 
lony of theirs. So they sent ambassadors to Anti- 
ochus, and an epistle, whose contents are these : — 
'^ To king Antiochus the god, Epiphanes, a memo- 
rial from the Sidonians, who live at Shechem. Our 
forefathers, upon certain frequent plagues, and as 
following a certain ancient superstition, had a cus- 
tom of observing that day which by the Jews is 
called the Sabbath.* And when the^ had erected 
a temple at the mountain called Genzzim, though 
without a name, they offered upon it the proper sa- 
crifioes. Now, upon the just treatment of these 
wicked Jews, those that numage their affaurs, sup- 
posing that we were of kin to them, and practised 
as they do, make us liable to the same accusations, 
although we are originally Sidonians, as is evident 
from the public records. We therefore beseech 
thee, our benefactor and saviour, to give order to 
Apollonius, the governor of this part of the oountry, 
and to Nicanor, the procurator of thy affairs, te 
give us no disturbance, nor to lay to our charge 
what the Jews are accused for, since we are aliens 
from their nation and from their customs ; but let 
our temple, which at present hath no name at all, 
be named the Temple of Jupiter Hellenius. If this 
were once done, we should be no longer disturbed, 
but should be more intent on our own occupation 
with quietness, and so brin^ in a greater revenue 
to thee." When the Samaritans had petitioned for 
tliis, the king sent them back the following answer 
in an epistle: — *' King Antiochus to Nicanor. The 
Sidonians, who live at Shechem, have sent me die 
memorial inclosed. When therefore, we were ad- 
vising with our friends about it, the messengers 
sent by them represented tons that they are no 
way ooncemed with accusations which belong to the 
J^ws, but choose to live after the customs of the 
Greeks. Accordingly we declare them free from 
such accusations, and order that, agreeable to their 
petition, their temple be named the temple of Ju- 
piter Hellenius." He also sent the like epistle to 
Apollonius, the governor of that part of the coun- 
try, in the fortv -sixth year, and the eighteenth day 
of the month Uecatombeon. 

• ThtoaOafMloBor tlMSunarituntoraiiMteUe. tiwt thtMgfa Umv 
wm IMC J««i, yt dM Um7> tntn aMtent tlmea, obwrrc Um 9«bb*th- 
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CHAPTER VI. 

HOW, UPON ANTIOCHUS'S PROHIBITION TO THS JEWS 
TO MAKE USB OF THE LAWS OF THEIR COORTRT, 
MATTATHTAS, THE BON OF ABAMONEUS, ALONE DE- 
SPISED THE KING, AND OVERCAME THE GENERALS 
OF ANTIOCHUS'S ARMT : AS ALSO CONCERNING THE 
DEATH OF MATTATHIAS, AND THE SUCCESSION OF 
JUDAS. 

§ 1. Now at this time there was one whose name 
was Mattathias, who dwelt at Modin, the son of 
John, the son of Simeon, the son of Asamoneus, a 
priest of the order of Joarib, and a citizen of Jeru- 
salem. He had five sons ; John, who was called 
Gaddis, and Simeon, who was called Matthes, and 
Judas, who was called Maccabeus,t and Eleazar, 
who was called Auran, and Jonathan, who was called 
Apphus. Now this Mattathias lamented to his 
children the sad state of their affairs, and the ra- 
vage made in the city, aad the plundering of the 
temple, and the calamities the multitude were un- 
der ; and he told Uiem that it was better for them 
to die for the laws of their country, than live so in- 
gloriously as they then did. 

2. But when tiiose that were appointed by the 
king were come to Modin, that they might compel 
the Jews to do what they were commanded, and to 
enjoin those that were there to offer sacrifice, as the 
king had commanded, they desired that Mattathias, 
a person of the greatest character among them, 
both on other accounts, and particularly on account 
of such a numerous and so deserving a family of chil- 
dren, would begin the sacrifice, because his fellow- 
citizens would follow his example, and because 
such a procedure would make him honoured by the 
king. But Mattathias said tliat he would not do 
it ; and that if all the other nations would obey the 
commands of Antiochus, either out of fear, or to 
please him, yet would not he nor his sons leave the 
reliffious worship of their country ; but as soon as 
he had ended his speech, there came one of the 
Jews into the midst of them, and sacrificed as An- 
tiochus had commanded. At which Mattathias had 
great indignation, and ran upon him violently with 
his sons, who had swords with them, and slew both 
the man himself that sacrificed, and Apelles the 
king's general, who compelled them to sacrifice, 
with a few of his soldiers. He also overthrew the 
idol altar, and cried out, << If," said he, " any one 
be zealous for the Uiws of his countzy, and for the 
worship of God, let him follow me ; and when he 
had said this, he made haste into the desert with 
his sons, and left aU his substance in the village. 
Many others did the same also, and fled with their 
children and wives into the desert and dwelt in 
caves ; but when the king's generals heard this, 
they took all the forces they then had in the citadel 
at JeruMalem, and pursued Uie Jews into the desert ; 
and when they had overtaken them, they in the 
first place endeavoured to persuade them to repent, 
and to chose what was most for their advantage, 
and not put them to the necessity of using them ac- 
cording to the law of war ; but when they would 
not comply with their persuasions, but continued to 

t Ttel thte appdktion of MMoabM ma not flnt of aU rivan to Jodaa 
MaoobiM, DOT wM derived from any Initial lattanoT tba Habraw wocda 
on hia bannar, •* Ml Kamoka Ba Ellm. Jahovah ?" (*' Who la Uka unta 
tbaa unong tha (oda, O Jahorah f ) Exod. sv. II, aa tha modarn Ihkb. 
bins vainly pratond, lea Authent. Bae. part I. p. m. SOS. Osl; we inay 
note, by the wajr, that tlM orlgiual name of theae Maecabeea, aad llM»lr 
poewriiy, >taa AtamonewM; wbkhwaa derlvitl from Aaauioueua. tte 
f nat^iaadlkther of Uattatbiaa, aa Joacphua bero lolbnna u*. 
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be of ft diffeivntviind, they fought agaioBt tbem on 
the Sabbath-day, and they bnmt them as they were 
hi the caves, without reidstance, and without so 
inncli as stopping up the entrances of the caves. 
And they avoided to defend themselves on that day, 
because they were not willing to break in upon the 
konoor they owed the Siibbatfa, even in such dis- 
tresses ; for our law requires that we rest upon that 
day. There were about a thousand, with their 
wives aud children, who were smothered and died 
in these caves : but many of those that escaped 
joined themselves to Mattathtas, and appointed him 
to be their ruler, who taught them to fight even on 
the Sabbath-day ; and told them that unless they 
would do so, they would become their own enemies, 
by observing the law [bo rigorously], while their 
adversaries would still assault them on this day, md 
thev would not then defend themselves ; and that 
nothing oould then hinder but they must all perish 
without fighting. This speech persuaded them ; 
and this rule continues among us to this day, that 
if there be a necessity, we may fight on Sabbath- 
days. So Mattathias got a great army about him, 
and overthrew their idol altars, and slew those that 
broke the laws, even all that he could get under his 
power ; for many of them were dispersed among 
the nations round about them for fear of him. He 
also commanded that those boys who were not yet 
circumcised should be circumcised now ; and he 
drove those away that wero appointed to hinder 
snch their cireumosion. 

S. But when he had ruled one year, and was fal- 
len into a distemper, he called for his sons, and set 
them round about him, and said, <* O my sons, f am 
going tlie way of all the earth ; and I recommend 
to you my resolution, and beseech you not to be 
negligent in keeping it, bat to be mindful of the de- 
sires of him who begat you, and brought you up, 
and to preserve the eostoms of your country, and 
to recover your ancient form of government, which 
is in danger of beingovertnmed, and not to be carried 
away with those that, either by their own inclina- 
tion, or out of necessity, betray it, but to become 
such sons as are* worthy of me ; to be above all 
force and necessity, and so to dispose your souls, as 
to be ready, when it shall be necesnry, to die for 
your laws ; as sensible of this, by just reasoning, 
that if God see that vou are so disposed he will not 
overlook you, but will have a great value for your 
Turtue, and will rsstore to you again what vou have 
lost, and will return to you that freedom in which 
you shall live quietly, and enjoy your own eostoms. 
Your bodies are mortal, and subject to fate ; but 
they receive a sort of immortality, by the remem- 
brance of what actions they have done ; and I 
would have you so in love with this immortality, 
that you may pursue after gk>ry, and that, when 
you have undergone the greatest difficulties, you 
nay not scruple, for such things, to lose your lives. 
1 exhort you especially to agree one with another ; 
and in what exeelleney any one of yon exceeds 
another, to yield to him so far, and by that means 
u> reap the advantage of every one's own virtues. 
Do you then esteem Simon as your father, because 
he is a man of extraordinary prudence, and be go- 
verned by him in what counsels he gives you. Take 
Maccabeus for the general of your army, because 
of his courage and strength, for he will avenge your 
nation, and will bring vengeance on your enemies. 
Admit among you the righteous and religious, and 
augment tlieir puwer." 



4. When Mattathias had thus disooorsed to hia 
sons, and had prayed to God to be their assistant, 
and to recover to the people their former constitu- 
tion, he died a little afterward, and was buried at 
Modin ; all the people making great lamentation 
for him. Whereupon his son Judas took upon him 
the administration of public affiurs, in the hundred 
and forty-sixth year ; and thus, by the ready assist* 
ance of his brethren, and of others, Judas cast their 
enemies out of the country, and put those of their 
own eouitiy to death who had transgressed iig 
laws, and purified the land of all the pollutions diaf 
were in it. 



CHAPTER VII. 

HOW JVniS OVBBTBREW TBK FOBCBS OF APOLLOlfltm 
Alfn 8BBON, AND KILLED TBB GBlf EKALS OF THEIR 
ARMIES THBM8ELVBS ; AND HOW WHEN, A LITTLE 
WHILE AFTSRWARD, LT8IA8 AND 0OBO1AS WERE 
BEATEN, HE WENT UP TO JERUSALEM, AND FURI- 
FIED THE TEMPLE. 

f 1. When Apollonius, the general of the Samari- 
tan forces, heud this, he took his army, and made 
haste to go against Judas, who met him, and joined 
battle with him, and beat him, and slew many of 
his roen^ and among them Apollonius himself, ^eir 
general, whose sword, being that which he happen- 
ed tbei^to wear, he seiaed upon and kept for him- 
sdf ; but he wounded more thsii he slew, and took 
a great deal of prey from the enemy's camp, and 
went his way ; but when Seron, who was general 
of the army of Celesyria, heard that many had 
joined themselves to Judas, and that he had 
about him an army suiBcient for fighting and for 
makiBg war, he determined to make an expedition 
against him, as thinking it became him to endea* 
vour to punish those that transgressed the king'a 
injanctioas. He then got together an army, as 
largo as he was able, and joined to it the runa- 
gate and wicked Jews, and came against Judas. 
He then came asJar as Bethoron, a village of Ju- 
dea, and there pitched his camp ; upon which Ju- 
das met him, and when he intended to give him 
battle, he saw that his soldiers were ba^ward to 
fight, because their number was small, and becauso 
tMy wanted food, for they were fsating, he encou- 
raged them, and said to them, that victory and oon- 
quest of enemies are not derived from the multitude 
in armies, but in the exercise of piety towards 
Grod ; and that thev had the plainest instances In 
their forefathers, who, by their righteousness, and 
exerting themselves on behalf of their own laws, 
and their own children, bad frequently conquered 
many ten thousands, — ^for innocence is the stzong- 
est army. By this qieech he induced his men to 
contemn the multitude of the enemy, and to fall 
upon Seron ; and upon ioining battle with him, ho 
beat the Syrians ; and when their general fell among 
the rest, they all ran away with speed, as thinking 
that to be their best way of escsping. So he ^r- 
sued them unto the pUin, and slew about eight 
hundred of the enemy ; but the rest escaped to the 
region which lay near to the sea, 

2. When king Antiochus heard of these things, 
he was very angry at what had happened ; so he got 
together all his own army, with many mercenaries, 
whom he had hired from the islands, and took them 
with him, and prepared to break into Judea about 
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tlie be|pniiiiig of the spring ; but when, upon his 
mostenng his soldiers, he perceived that his trea- 
sures were deficient, and there was a want of mo- 
ney in them, for all the taxes were not paid, by 
reason of the seditions there had been among the 
nations, he having been so magnanimoos and so li- 
beral that what he had was not suflScient for him, 
he therefore resolved first to go into Persia, and 
eollect the taxes of that country. Hereupon he 
left one whose name was Lysias, who was in great 
repute with him, governor of the kingdom, as far 
as the bounds of Egypt, and of the Lower Asia, and 
reaching from the river Euphrates, and committed 
to him a certain part of his forces, and of his ele- 
phants, and charged him to bring up his son Anti- 
ochus with all possible care, unSl he 'came back ; 
and that he should conquer Judea, and take its in- 
faabitants for sUves, and utterly destroy Jerusalem, 
and abolish the whole nation ; and when king An- 
tioehus had given Uiese things in charge to Lysias, 
he went into Persia ; and in the hundred and forty- 
seventh year, he passed over Euphrates, and went 
to the superior provinces. 

3. Upon this Lysias chose Ptolemy, the son of 
Doiymenes, and Nicanor, and Goivias, very potent 
men among the king's friends, and Silvered to them 
forty thousand foot-soldiers and seven thousand 
horsemen, and sent them against Judea, who came 
aa far as the city Emmaus, and pitched their camp 
in the ^hun country. There came also to them 
auxiliaries out of Syria, and the country round 
about ; as also many of the runagate Jews ; and 
besides these came some merchants to buy those 
that should be carried captives (having bonds with 
them to bind those that should be made prisoners), 
with that silver and gold which they were to pay 
for their price ; and when Judas saw their camp, 
and how numerous their enemies were, he persua- 
ded his own soldiers to be of good courage ; and 
exhorted them to place their hopes of victory in 
God, and to make supplication to him, according to 
the custom of their countiy, clothed in sackcloth ; 
%nd to show what was tlieir usual habit of suppli- 
cation in the greatest dangers, and thereby to pre- 
vail with God to grant them ^e victory over tJieir 
enemies. So he set them in their ancient order of 
battle used by their fore&thers, under their ci^ 
tains of thousands, and other officers, and dismis- 
sed such as were newly married, as well as those 
that had newly gained poasesiionsy that they might 
not fight in a cowardly manner, out of an inonii- 
nate love of life, in order to enjoy those blessings. 
'When he had thus disposed his soldiers, he enoou- 
nged them to fight by the following speech, which 
he made to them:— ^O my fellow-eoldieis, no 
ether tune remains more opportune than the pre- 
sent for ooorage and contempt of dangers ; for if 
von now fight manfully, you may recover your li- 
berty, whidi, as it is a thing of itself agreeable to 
all men, so it proves to be to us much more desir- 
iMe^ by its aifording us the liberty of worshipping 
Ctod. Sinoe, therefore, you are in such clreum- 
•tances at present, you must either recover that li- 
berty, and so regain a happy and blessed way of 
living, which is that according to our Uiws, and the 
customs of our eountry, or to submit to the most 
opprobrious sufferings ; nor will any seed of your 
nation remain if you be beat in this battle, i ight 
therefore manfully ; and suppose that you must die, 
though you do not fight ; but believe, that besides 
sofih glorious rewards as those of the Uberty of your 



eountry, of your laws, of your religion, you shali 
then obtain everlasting glory. Prepare yoiuselves 
therefore, and put yourseives into such an agree- 
able posture, that you may be ready to fight with 
the enemy as soon as it is day to-morrow morning.'' 

4. And this was the speech which Judas nuMie 
to encourage them. But when the enemy sent 
Gorgias, with five thousand foot and one thousand 
horse, that he might fall upon Judas by night, and 
had for that purpose certain of the runagate Jews 
as guides, the son of Mattathias perceived it, and 
resolved to &11 upon those enemies that were in 
their camp, now their forces were divided. When 
they had therefore supped in good time, and had 
left many fires in their camp, he mArched all niffht 
to tliose enemies that were at Emmaus ; so tnat 
when Gorgias found no enemy in their camp, but 
suspected that they were retired and hidden them- 
selves among the mountains, he resolved to go and 
seek them wheresoever they were. But, about 
break of day, Judas appeared to those enemies that 
were at Emmaus, with only three thousand men, 
and those ill armed, by reason of their poverty ; 
and when he saw the enemy very well and skilfully 
fortified in their camp, he encouraged the Jews, 
and told them, that they ought to fight, though it 
were with their naked bodies, for that God had some- 
times of old given such men strength, and that 
against such as were more in numto, and were 
armed also, out of regard to their great cciuxage. 
So he commanded the trumpeters to sound for we 
battle : and by thus falling upon the enemy when 
they did not expect it, and thereby astonislung and 
disturbing their minds, he slew many of those that 
resisted mm, and w^nt on pursuing the rest as &r 
as Gadara, and the plains of Idnmea, and Ashdod, 
and Jamnia ; and of these there fell about three 
thousand. Yet did Judas exhort his soldiers not 
to be too desirous of the spoils, for that still they 
must have a contest and battle with Gorgias, and 
the forces that were with him : but that when they 
had once overcome them, then they might securely 
plunder the camp because they were the only ene- 
mies remaining, and they expected no others. And 
just as he was speaking to his soldiers, Groxgias's 
men looked down into that army which they left in 
their camp, and saw that it was overthrown, and 
the camp burnt ; for the smoke that arose from it 
showed them, even when they were a great way off, 
what had happened. When, therefore, those thai 
were with Gorgias understood that things were in 
this posture, and perceived that those that were 
with Judas were ready to fight them, they also 
were affinghted> and put to flight ; but then Judas, 
as though he had already beaten Gorgias's soldiers 
without fightmg, returned and seised on the spoils. 
He took a great quantity of gold and silver, and 
purple, and blue, and then returned home with joy, 
and singing hynms to God for their good success ; 
for this victory greatly contributed to the recovery 
of their liberty. 

5. Hereupon Lysias was confounded at the de- 
feat of the army which he had sent, and the next 

Sar he got together sixty thousand chosen men. 
e also took five thousand horsemen, and fell upon 
Judea ; and he went up to the hill country of Beth- 
sur, a village of Judea, and pitched his camp there» 
where Judas met him with ten thousand men ; and 
when he saw the great number of his enemies, he 
prayed to Crod that he would assist him, and joined 
battle with the first of the enemy that appeared. 
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And bemt tfaeniy and akw aboot five thousaDd of them, 
and thereby became terrible to the rest of them. 
Nay, indeed, Lysias obaerring the great spirit of 
the Jews, how they were prepared to die rather 
than lose their liberty, and being a£raid of their 
desperate way of flshting, as if it were real strength, 
he took the rest of the army back with him, and 
retomed to Antioch, where he listed foreigners into 
the service, and prepared to fall upon Judea with 
a greater anny. 

6. When, tiierefore, the generals of Antiochns's 
armies had been beaten so often, Judas assembled 
the peo{»le toji^ther, and told them, that after these 
many yictories which God had given them, they 
ought to go up to Jerusalem, and purify the temple, 
and offer the appointed sacrifices. But as soon 
as he, with the whole multitude, was come to Jeru- 
salem, and found the temple deserted, and its gates 
burnt down, and plants growing in the temple of 
their own accord, on account of its desertion, he 
and those that were with him began to lament, and 
were quite confounded at the sight of the temple ; 
■o he chose out some of his soldiers, and gave 
them order to fight against those guards that were 
in the citadel, until he should have purified the 
temple. When therefore he had caremlly purged 
it, and had brought in new vessels, the candle- 
stick, the table [of shew-bread], and tlie altar 
[of incense], which were made of gold, he hung 
up the veils at the gates,- and added doors to 
them. He also took down the altar [of burnt of- 
fering], and built a new one of stones that he ga- 
thered together, and not of such as were hewn with 
iron tools. So on the five and twentieth day of the 
month Casleu, which the Macedonians call Appel- 
leus, they lishted the lamps that were on the can- 
dlestick, and offered incense upon the altar [of in- 
cense], and laid the loaves upon the table [of shew- 
bread], and offered burnt-offerings upon the new 
altar [of burnt offering]. Now it so fell out, that 
these things were done on the very same day on 
which their divine worship had fallen off, and was 
reduced to a proiane and common use, after three 
years' time ; for so it was, that the temple was made 
desolate by Antiochus, and so continued for three 
years. This desolation happened to the temple in 
the hundred forty and fifth year, on the twenty- 
fifth day of the month Appelleus, and on the hun- 
dred and fifty third olympiad : but it was dedicated 
anew, on the same day, the twenty-fifth of the month 
Apelleus, in the hundred and forty-eighth year, and 
on the hundred and ^y-fourdi olympiad. And 
this desolation came to pass according to the pro- 
phecy of Daniel, which was given four hundred and 
eight yean before ; for he £dared that the Mace- 
donians would dissolve that wor8hip[for some time] . 

7. Now Judas celebrated the festival of the re- 
storation of the sacrifices of the temple for eight 
days ; and omitted no sort of pleasures thereon : 
but he feasted them upon very rich and splendid 
sacrifices ; and he honoured God, and delighted 
them, by hymns and psalms. Nay, they were so 
very glad at the revival of their customs, when af- 
ter a long time of intermission, they unexpectedly 
had regained the freedom of their worship, that they 
made it kw for their posterity, that Ihey jihould 
keep a festival, on account of tlie restoration of their 
temple worship, for eight days. And from Uiat 
time to this we celebrate this festival, and call it 
LighU. I suppose the reason was, because this li- 
berty beyond our hopes appeared tu kia ; and that 



thence was the name given to that festivaL Judas 
also rebuilt the walls round about the city, and 
reared towers of great height against the incursionB 
of enemies, and set guards therein. He also forti- 
fied the city Bethsura, that it might serve as a ci- 
tadel against any distresses that might come from 
our enemies. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

HOW JUDAS SUBDUED THE NATIONS BOUND ABOUT ; 
AND HOW SIMON BEAT THE PEOPLE OP TTBE AND 
PTOLBMAIS ; AND HOW JUDAS OVEBTHKBW TIMO- 
THBU8, AND PORCRD HIM TO FLT AWAT, AND DID 
MANT OTHER THINGS AFTER JOSEPH AND AZAEIAS 
HAD BEEN BEATEN. 



§ 1. When these things were over, the nations 
round about the Jews were very uneasy at the re- 
vival of their power, and rose up together, and de- 
stroyed many of them, as gucing lulvantage over 
them by laying snares for £em, and making secret 
conspiracies against them. Judas made perpetual 
expeditions agunst these men, and endeavoured 
to restrain them from those incursions, and to pre- 
vent the mischiefB they did to the Jews. So he 
fell upon the Idumeans, the posterity of Esau, at 
Acrabattene, and slew a great many of them, and 
took their spoils. He also shut up the sons of Bean, 
that laid wait for the Jews ; and he sat down about 
them, and besieged them, and burnt their towera» 
and destroyed the men [that were in them]. Af- 
ter this he went thence in haste against the Am- 
monites, who had a great and a numerous army, of 
which Timotheus was the commander. And when 
he had subdued them, he seized on the city Jazer, 
and took their wives and iheur children captives^ 
and burnt the city, and then returned into Judea. 
But when the neighbouring nations understood that 
he was returned, they got together in great num- 
bers in the Und of Gilead, and came against those 
Jews that were at their borders, who then fled to 
the garrison of Dathema ; and sent to Judas, to in- 
form him that Timotheus was endeavouring to take 
the phu9e whither they were fled. And as these 
epistles were reading, there came other messeo- 
eers out of Galilee, who informed him that the in« 
habitanti of Ptolemais, and of Tyre and Sidon, and 
strangers of Galilee, were gotten together. 

2. Accordingly Judas, upon considering what 
was flt to be done with relation to the necessity both 
these cases required, gave order that Simon his 
brother should take three thousand chosen men, 
and go to the assistance of the Jews in Galilee^, 
while he and another of lus brothers, Jonathan, 
made haste into the Und of Gilead with eight thoa- 
sand soldiers. And he left Joseph, the son of Za- 
charias, and Azarias, to be over the rest of the 
forces ; and charged them to keep Judea very ear»- 
fully, and to fight no battles with any persons 
whomsoever until his return. Accordingly, Simon 
went into Galilee, and fouf ht the enemy, and put 
them to flight, and pursued them to the very gates 
of Ptolemais, and slew about three thousand of 
them, and took the spoils of those that were slain, 
and those Jews whom they had made captives, with 
their baggage, and then returned home. 

8. Now as for Judas Maccabeus, and his brother 
Jonathan, they passed over the river Jordan ; and 
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when they had gone three daye' joniney, they 
K^ted upon the Nabeteensy who came to meet 
them peaceably, and who told them how the affiun 
of tiiioee in the bmd of Gralilee stood, and how many 
of them were in distreas, and driren intogaxruone, 
and into the citiee of Grahlee ; and exhorted him to 
make haste to go against the foreigners, and to en- 
deavour to saTe his ooontEpnmen oat of dieir hands. 
To this exhortation Jndas hearkened, and letomed 
into ttie wilderness ; and in the first place fell upon 
the inhabitants of Boeor, and took thedty, and 
beat the inhabitants, and destroyed all the males, 
and all that were able to fight, and burnt the city. 
Nor did he stop even when night came«n, but he 
ioomeyed in it to the garrison where the Jews hap- 
pened to be then shut up, and where Timotheus 
ky round the pbu)e with his army : and Judas 
came upon the dty in the morning ; and when he 
found that the enemy were making an assault upon 
the walla, and that some of them broueht ladders, 
on which thev might get upon those wafls, and that 
others brougpbt ensinee [to batter them], he bid the 
trumpeter to sound his trumpet, and he encouraged 
his soldiers cheerfully to undergo dangers for the 
sake of their brethren and kindred ; he also parted 
his army into three bodies, and fell upon the backs 
of their enemies. But when Timotheus's men per- 
ceired that it was Maccabeus that was upon them, 
of both whose courage and good success in war they 
had formerly had sufficient experience, they were 
put to fliffht ; but Judas followed them with his 
army, ana slew about ei^t thousand of them. He 
then turned aside to a city of the foreigners called 
Midle, and took it, and slew all the males, and burnt 
tiie city itself. He then remoYcd from thence, and 
overtiirew Gasphom and Bosor, and many other 
citieB of the Und of Gilead. 

4. But not long after this, Timotheus prepued 
a great army, and took many others as auxiliaries | 
and induced some of the Arabians, by the promise 
of rewards, to go with him in tins expedition, and 
came with his army beyond the brook, over against 
the city Raphon : and he encouraged his soldiers, if 
it came to a battle with the Jews, to fight coursee- 
onsly, and to hinder their passing over the brook ; 
for he said to them beforehand, that, ** if they come 
over it, we shall be beaten.'* And when Judas 
heard that Timotheus prepared himself to fight, he 
took all his own army, and went in haste against 
Timotheus lus enemy ; and when he had passed 
over the brook, he fell upon his enemies, and some 
of them met him, whom he slew, and others of them 
he so terrified, that he compelled them to throw 
down their arms and fly ; and some of them esoiped, 
bat some of tiiem fled to what was called the Tem- 
ple of Camaim, and hoped thereby to preserre 
themselves ; but Judas took the city, and slew 
them, and burnt the temple, and so used several 
ways of destroying his enemies. 

5. When he had done this, he gathered the Jews 
together, with their children, and wives, and the 
subetanoe that belonged to them, and was going to 
bring them back into Judea. But as soon as he 
was come to a certain city, the name of which was 
Ephron, diat lay upon the road (and as it was not 
possibie for him to go any other way, so he was not 
willing to go back again), he then sent to the inha- 
bitants, uid desired that they would open their 
gates, and permit them to go on their way through 
the city ; for they had stopped up the gates with 
btunea, atnd cut off thdur passage tnrough it And 



when the inhabitants of Ephron would not agree to 
this proposal, he encouraged those that were with 
him, and encompassed the dty round, and besieged 
it, and lying round it, by day and night, took the 
city, and slew every mide in it, and burnt it all 
down, and so obtained a way through it ; and the 
multitude of those that were slain was so great, 
that they went over the dead bodies. So they 
came over Jordan, and arrived at the great plain, 
over apinst which is situate the city Bethshan, 
which IS called by the Grreeks Scythopolis.* And 
going away hastUv from thence, they came into 
Jud«i, smging psalms and hymns as they went, and 
induljpng such tokens of mirth as are usual in 
triumphs upon victory. They also offered thank- 
offerings, both for their good success, and fm ib» 
preservation of their army, for not one of the JewB 
was slain in these battles.f 

6. But as to Joseph, the son of 74icharias, and 
Azarias, whom Judas left generals [of the rest ol 
his forces] at the same time when Simon was in 
Galilee, flshting against tiie people of Ptolemais, 
and Judas himself, and his brother Jonathan, were 
in the land of Gilead, did these men also affect the 
glory of being courageous generals in war, in order 
whereto they took the army that was under their 
oonmiand, and came to Janmia. There Gh>rgias, 
the general of the forces of Jamnia, met them ; 
and upon joining battle with him, they lost two 
thousand of their army4i end fled away, and 
were pursued to the very borders of Judea. And 
this nusfortune befel them by their disobedience to 
what injunctions Judas had given tiiem, not to fisht 
with any one before bis return. For besidea the 
rest of Judaa's sagacious counsels, one may well 
wonder at this conoemine the misfortune that be- 
fel the forces commanded by Joseph and Aaarias, 
which he understood would happen if they broke 
any of the injunctions he had given them. But 
Judas and his brethren did not leave off fightinir 
with the Idumeans, but pressed upon tiiem on aU 
sides, and took from them the city of Hebron, and 
demolished all its fortifications, and set all its tow- 
ers on fire, and burnt the country of the foreicners, 
and the dtjr Marissa. They came also to Ashdod, 
and took it, and laid it waste, and took away a 
great deal of the spoils and prey that were in it, 
and returned to Judea. 



CHAPTER IX. 

OOICCIBNIlfO THB DEATH OF AllTIOGRUS SPIPHANBS : 
HOW ANTI0CHU8 BUPATOB FOUGHT AGAINST JUDAS, 
AND BBSUGBD HIM IN THE XBMPLB, AND AFTBB- 
WABDS MADB PBACB WITH HIM, AND DBPABTBD. 
OP ALCIMU8 AND ONIAl. 

§ 1. About this time it was that king Antiochus, 
as he was going over the upper countries, heard 
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that there was a rery rioh city in Penia, called 
ElymaiB ; and therein a rery rich temple of 
Diana, and that it was full of all eorts of donations 
dedicated to it ; as also weapons and breast -plates, 
which, upon inquiry, he found had been left there 
by Alexander, the son of Philip, king of Maoedo- 
Bia ; and being incited by these motives, he went 
in haste to Elymais, and assaulted it, and besieged 
it. But as those that were in it were not terrified 
At his assnult, nor at his siege, but opposed him 
▼ery coumgeonsly, he was bei^n off his hopes ; for 
they drove him away from the city, and w«nt out 
and pursued after him, inaoamoh that he fled away 
as far as Babylon, and lost a gvsat many of his ar- 
my ; and nhin ha was grienng for this disappoini- 
nent, soase penons told him of the defeat of his 
oommanders whom he had Isft behind him to fight 
against Judea, and what strength the Jews had al- 
ready gotten. When this ooneem about these af- 
furs was added to the fonner, he was confounded, 
and, by the anxiety he was in, fell into a distemper, 
which, as it lasted a great while, and as liis pains 
inereased upon him, so he at length peroeired he 
ahould die in a little time ; so he called his friends 
to him, and told them that his distemper was 
aevere upon him, and confessed withal, that this 
calamity waa sent upon him for the miseries he 
had brought upon the Jewish nation, while he 
plundsrod their temple and contemned their 
God ; and when he had said this, he gare up 
the ghost. Whence one may wonder at Poly- 
bios of Megalopolis, who, though otherwise a good 
man, yet saith that << Antiochus died, because he 
had a purpose to phuder the temple of Diana in 
Penia;" for the purposing to do a thine,* but 
not actually doing it, is not worthy of puniwment. 
But if Polybius could think that Antioehus thus 
lost his life on that account, it is much more pro- 
bable that this kinff died on account of his sacrile- 
gious plundering of the temple at Jerusalem. But 
we will not contend about this matter with those 
who may think that the cause assigned by this Po- 
lybius of Megalopolis is nearer the tnith than that 
assigned by U8. 

2. However, Antioehus, before he died, called 
for Philip, who was one of his companions, and 
made him the guardian of hia kingdom,. and gave 
him his diadem, and his gaiment, and his ring, and 
ehaiged him to carry them, and deliver them to his 
son Antioehus ; and desired him to take care of his 
education, and to preserve the kingdom for him.f 
This Antioehus died in the hundred forty and ninth 
year : but it waa Lysias that declared his death to 
the multitude, and appointed his son Antioehus to 
be kine (of whom at present he had the care), and 
called him Enpator. 

S. At this tmie it was that the garrison in the 
citadel at Jerusalem, with the Jewish runagates, 
did a great deal of harm to the Jews : for the sol- 
diers that were in that garrison rushed out upon 
the sadden, and destroyed such as were going up 
to the temple in order to offer their sacrilces, for 
thb citadel adjoined to and overlooked the temple. 
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When these misfortunes bad often happened to 
them, Judas resolved to destroy that garrison ; 
whereupon he got all the people together, and vi- 
fforooBly besieged those that were in the oita- 
deL lliis was in the hundred and fiftieth year of 
the dominion of the Seleucidse. So he made en- 
gines of war, and erected bulwarks, and very sea- 
lously pressed on to take the citadel. But there 
were not a fow of the runagates who were in the 
place, that went out by night into the countzy, and 
got togetiier some other wicked men like themselves^ 
and went to Antioehus the king, and desired of him 
that he would not suffer them to be neglected, un- 
der the great hardships that lay upon them from 
those of their own natk>n ; and this because their 
sufferings were occasioned on his lather's account^ 
while m&y left the relieioas worship of their lathers^ . 
and preferred that which he had commanded tiiem 
to follow : that there was danger lest the cLtadel, 
and those appointed to garrison it by the kins, 
should be taken by Judas and those that were witti 
him, unless he would send them succours. When 
Antioehus, who was but a child, heard this, he was 
anny, and sent for his captains and his friends, 
and gave order that they should get an army of 
mereensries together, with such men also of his own 
kingdom as were of an age fit for war. Accordingly 
an army was collected of about a hundred thousand 
footmen, and twenty thousand horsemen, and thir^ 
ty-two elephants. 

4. So the king took this army, and marched has* 
tily out of Antioch, with Lysias, who had the com- 
mand of the whole, and came to Idumea, and thenoe 
went up to the city Bethsuia, a city that was strongs 
and not to be taken without great difficultjr* m 
set about this city, and besieged it ; and while the 
inhabitants of Betlisura courageously opposed him, 
and sallied out upon him, and burnt his engines of 
war, a great deal of time was spent in the siege ; 
but when Judas heard of the king's comioff, ha 
raised the siese of the citadel, and met the idng, 
and pitched his campiin certain straits, at a place 
called Bethzachariah, at the distance of seventy fur- 
longs from the enemy ; but the king soon drew hia 
farces from Bethsura, and brou^t them to those 
straits ; and as soon as it was day, he put his men 
in battle-array, and made his elephants follow one 
another through the narrow passes, because they 
could not be set sideways by one another. Now 
round about every elephant there were a thousand 
footmen and five hundred horsemen. The ele* 
phants also had high towers [upon their backs], 
and archers [in them] ; and he also made tlie rest 
of his army to go up the mountains, and put hia 
friends before the rest ; and gave orders for the 
army to shout aloud, and so he attacked the enemy. 
He also exposed to sight their golden and braxea 
shields, so that a gk>rious splendour was sent from 
them ; and when they shouted, the mountaina 
echoed again. When Jndas saw this, he was not 
terrified, but received the enemy with jpM^ cou- 
rage, and slew about six hundred of the first ranka. 
But when his brother Eleazar, whom they called 
Auran, saw the tallest of all the elephants armed 
with royal breast-pUtes, and supposed that the king 
was «pon him, he attacked him with great quick- 
ness and bravery. He also slew many of those that 
were about the elephant, and scattered the rest, and 
then went under the belly of the elephant, and smota 
him, and slew him ; so the elephant fell upon Elea- 
zar, and by his weight omahed him to death. And 
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i did ihii mia eonM to his end, when he had 
first eoozaceoady destroyed many of his enemies. 

5. But Judas, seeing the strength of the enemy* 
retired to Jerusalem^ and prepiured to endure a 
■iasBu As for Antiochus, he sent part of his army 
to ^ethsuns to besiege it, and with the rest of his 
tarmy he came sgainst Jerusalem ; but the inhabi- 
tssati of Bethsura were terrified at his strength ; 
and seeing that their proYisiuns grew soaroe, they 
deliTered themselves up on the security of oaths 
that thmr should suffer no hard treatment from the 
lung. And when Antiochus had thus taken the 
dty* he did them no other harm than sending them 
out naked. He also placed a garrison of his own 
in the city : but as for the temple of Jerusalem, he 
lajr at its siege a long time, wliile they within 
bntvely defended it ; for what engines sooTer the 
king set against them, they set other engines to op- 
pose them. But then their provisbns £iled them ; 
whmt fruits of the ground they had laid up were 
spent, and the land being not ploughed that year, 
continued unsowed, because it was the seventh 
^ear, on which, by our lawi^ we are obliged to let 
It lie uncultivaAed. And withal, so many of the 
besieged ran away for want of necessaries, that but 
a few only were left in the temple. 

6. And these happened to be the eirenmstancesof 
■uch as were beneged in the temple. But then, 
because Lysias, the general of the army, and Anti- 
ochus, the king^ were informed that Philip was 
coming upon them out of Persia, and was endea- 
Touxiiw to get the management of public affairs to 
himself, they came into these sentiments, to leave 
the siege, and to make haste to go against Phihn ; 
yet did they resolve not to let thu be Imown to &e 
soldiers or the oflfioers ; but the king commanded 
Lyrias to speak openly to the soldiers and the offi- 
cers, without saying a word about the business of 
Philip ; and to intimate to tibem that the siege 
would be very long ; that the phioe was very strong ; 
that they were ali^uuiy in want of provisions ; that 
many affairs of the kingdom wanted regulation ; 
and that it was much bettor to make a loMue with 
the besieged, and to become friends to theur whole 
natioD, by permitting them to observe the laws of 
their Esthers, while they broke out into this war 
only because thov were deprived of them, and so to 
depart home. When Lysiss had diBcouxsed Ana 
with them, both the auqy and the officers wen 
pleaaed with thisresolutioti. 

7. Aeoordingly the king sent to Judas, and to 
those that were besieged with him, and promised 
to give them peace, and permit them to make use 
of and live according to the laws of their lathers ; 
and they ghuUy received his proposals ; and Vhen 
Ifaey had gained security upon oath for theur por- 
linmance, they went out of the temple : but when 
AntioQhns came into it, and saw how strong the 
phuse was, he broke his oaths, and ordered hu ar- 
my that was there to pluck down the walls to the 
ground ; and when he hed so done, he rotnmed to 
Antioch. He also carried with him Onias the hich- 
priest, who was also called Menelaus ; for Lyuas 
advised the king to slay Menelaus, if he would have 
the Jews be quiet, and cause him no fsrther dis- 
turbance, for that this man was the origin of all the 
mis c h i ef the Jews had doue them, by persuading 
his Ikther to compel the Jews to leave tne religion 
of their fathers ; so the king sent Menelans to Btfea, 
a eity of Syria, and had him put to death, when he 
bad been high-priest tea veaiv. He had been a 



wicked and an impious man ; and, in order to get 
the government to himself, had compelled his na- 
tion to tranagress theur own laws. After the death 
of Menelaus, Aldmus, who was also called Jartimns, 
was 'made high-priesL But when king Antiochus 
found that Philip had already possessed himself d 
the government, he made war aounst him, and 
subdued him, and took him, and uew him. Now, 
as to Onias, the son of the high-priest, who^ as we 
before infonned you, was left a child when his la- 
ther died, when he saw that the king had slain his 
uncle Menelaus, and given the high-priesthood to 
Alcimns, who was not of the high- priest stock, but 
was induced by Lysuus to translate that d^nity 
from his family to another house, he fled to ^le- 
my, king of Egypt ; and when he found he was in 
groat esteem witti him, and with his mfe Cleopa- 
tra, he desired and obtsined a place in the Nomns 
of HeliopoUs, wherein he built a temple like to that 
at Jerusalem $ of which, tfaereforB^ we shall here- 
after give an aoooynt, ina place nunc proper for it 



CHAPTER X. 

HOW BAOCHIDM, TBB GBmERAL OF DSXXniTITB'S Aft* 
MT, MAVm AN SXPBDITIOR AOAINST «C7DBA, AND 
anUBNBD WITHOUT SUOGSSB ; AND HOW NICANOR 
WAS 8BNT A LITTLB AFTBRWARO AQA1N8T JUDAS, 
AND PBaniBBD, TOOBTHBR WITH HIS ABHT ; Ai 
ALSO CX>NCBBNINO THB DBATH OF ALC1MU8, AND 
THB SUeCBBSIOR OF JUDAS. 

§ 1. About the same time Demetrius, the son ot 
Seleocns, fled away from Rome, and took Tripoli, a 
dty of Syria, and set the diadem on his own head. 
He also gathered certain mercenary soldien toge- 
ther, and enterod into his kingdom, and was joy- 
full v reoeived by all, who delivered themselves up 
to him ; and when they had taken Antiochus, the 
king, and Lysus, they brong^t them to him aUve ; 
both whom wero immediately put to deatii by the 
command of Demetrius, when Antiochus had reign- 
ed two years, as we have ahready elsewhero rokted ; 
but thero wero now many of the wicked Jewish ru- 
nagates that came toother to him, and with them 
Alcimus the high-pnest, who accused the whole 
nation, and particubrly Judas and his brothren ; 
and said that they had slain all his friends ; and 
that those in his kingdom that wero of his party, 
and waited for his rotum, wero by them put to 
death ; that these men had ejected them out of 
their own country, and caused them to be sojoum- 
en in a foreign hmd ; and they desirod that he 
would Bsnd some one of his own friends, and know 
from him what mischief Jndas's party bui done. 

2. At this Demetrius was very angry, and sent 
Bsechides, a friend of Antiochus Epiphanes,* a 
good man, and one that had been intrusted with all 
Mesopotamia, and gave him an army, and commit- 
ted Alcimns the hiffh-priest to his caro ; and gave 
him charge to slay Judas, and those that wero with 
liim. So Baochides made haste, and went out of 
Antioch with his army ; and when he was come 
into Judea, he sent to Judas and his brothren, to 
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diaeoiine with him aboat a league of friendship and 
peace, for he had a mind to take him by treachery ; 
Dot Judas did not give credit to him, for he saw 
that he came with so great an army as men do not 
bring when they come to make peace, bat to make 
war. However, some of the people acquiesced in 
what Bacchides caused to be proclaimed ; and sup- 
posing they should undergo no considerable harm 
uom Alcimus, who was their countrymen, they 
went over to them ; and when they had received 
oaths from both of them, that neither they them- 
selves nor those of the same sentiments should come 
to any harm, they intrusted themselves with them ; 
but Bacchides troubled not himself about the oaths 
he had taken, but slew three-score of them, although, 
by not keeping his faith with those that first went 
over, he detomd all the rest, who had intentions 
to go over to him, from doing it ; but as he was 
gone out of Jerusalem, and was at the village called 
Bethzetfao, he sent ou^ and caught many of the de- 
serters, and some of the people also, and slew them 
all : and enjoined all that lived in the country to 
submit to Alcimus. So he left them there, with 
some part of the army, that he might have where- 
with to keep the countiy in obedience, and returned 
to Antiooh to king Demetrius. 

S. But Alcimus was desirous to have the domi- 
nion more firmly assured to him ; and underatand- 
inff that, if he could bring it about that the multi- 
tude should be his friends, he should govern with 
greater security, he spake kind words to them all, 
and discoursed to each of them after an agreeable 
and pleasant manner ; by which means he quickly 
had a great body of men and an army about him, 
althoum the greater part of them were of the wick- 
ed, and the deserters. With these, whom he used 
as his servanto and soldiers, he went all over the 
countzy, and slew all that he could find of Judas's 
party ; but when Judas saw that Alcimus was al- 
ready become great, and had destroyed many of 
the good and holy men of the country, he also went 
aU over the country and destroyed those that were 
of the other party ; but when Alcimus saw that he 
was not able to oppose Judas, nor was equal to him 
in strength, he resolved to apply himself to king 
Demetrius for his assistance ; so he came to Anti- 
och, and irritated him acainst Judas, and accused 
him, alleging that he had undergone a great many 
miseries by this means, and that he wo^d do more 
mischief unless he were prevented, and brought to 
punishment, which must be done by sending a pow- 
erful force against him. 

4. So Demetrius, being already of opmion that 
it would be a thing pernicious to his own affkirs to 
overlook Judas, now he wss becoming so great, sent 
against him Nicanor, the most kind and most faith- 
fol of all his friends ; for he it was who 'fled away 
with him from the city of Rome. He also gave 
him as many forces as he thought sufficient for him 
CO conquer Judas withal, and iMtde him not to spare 
the nation at alL When Nicanor was come to Je- 
rusalem, he did not resolve to fight Judas imme- 
diately, but judged it better to get him into his 
power by treachery ; so he sent him a message of 
peace, and said there was no manner of necessity 
for them to fight and hazard tliemselves ; and that 
he would give him his oath that he would do him 
no harm, for that he only came with some friends, 
in order to let him know what king Demetrius's in- 
tentions were, and what opinion he had of their na- 
tion. When Nicanor had delivered this message. 



Judas and his brethren complied with him, and 
suspecting no deceit, they gave him assurances of 
friendship, and received Nicanor and his army ; 
but while he was saluting Judas, and thev were 
talking together, he gave a certain signal to his own 
soldiers, upon which they were to seize upon Judas ; 
but he perceived the treachery, and ran back to 
his own soldiers, and fled away with tiiem. So upon 
this discovery of his purpose, and of the snares 
laid for Judas, Nicanor determined to make open 
war with him, and gathered his army toother, 
and prepared for fighting him ; and upon joining 
battle with him at a certain vilUge called Caphar- 
salama, he beat Judas,+ and forced him to fly to 
that citadel which wss at Jerusalem. 

5. And when Nicanor came down frt>m the cita- 
del into the temple, some of the priests and elders 
met him, and saluted him ; and showed him the 
sacrifices which they said they offered to God for 
the king : upon which he blasphemed, and threat- 
ened them, that unless the pieople would deliver 
up Judss to him, upon his return he would pull 
down their temple. And when he had thus threat- 
ened them, he departed from Jerusalem : but the 
priesto fell into tears out of grief at what he had 
said, and besought God to deliver them from their 
enemies. But now Nicanor, when he was gone out 
of Jerusalem, and was at a certsin vilhige called 
Bethoron, he there pitehed his camp, — another ar- 
my out of Syria having joined him. And Judas 
pitehed his camp at Adasa, another village, which 
was thirty furlongs distant from Bethoron, having, 
no more than one thousand soldiers. And when 
he had encouraged them not to be dismayed at the 
multitude of their enemies, nor to regard how ma- 
ny there were against whom they were going to 
fight, but to consider who they tiiemselves were, 
and for what great rewards they hazarded them- 
selves, and to attack the enemy courageously, he 
led them out to fight, and joining battle with Nica- 
nor, which proved to be a severe one, he overcame 
the enemy, and slew many of them ; and at last 
Nicanor himself, as he was fighting gloriously, fell : 
—upon whose fall the army did not stay ; but when 
they had lost their general, they were put to flight, 
and threw down their arms. Judas also pursued 
them and slew them ; and gave notice b^ the sound 
of his trumpeto to tiie neighbouring villages that 
he had conquered the enemy ; which when the in- 
habitante heard, they put on their armour hastily, 
and met their enemies m the face as they were run- 
ning away, and slew them, insomuch that not one 
of them escaped out of this battle ; who were in 
number nine thousand. This victory happened to 
fall on the thirteenth day of that month which by 
the Jews is called Adar, and by the Macedonians 
Dystrus : and the Jews therein celebrate this vic- 
tory every year, and esteem it as a festival day. 
After which the Jewish nation were, for a while, 
free from wars, and enjoyed peace ; but afterward 
they retamed into their former state of wars and 
haau^s. 

6. But now as the high- priest Alcimus was re- 
solving to pull down the wall of the sanctuary, 
which had been there of old time, and had been 
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built bj the holy prophets,* he was smittea sud- 
denly by God, and fell down. This stroke made 
liim fall down speechless upon the ground ; and un> 
dergoing tormenta for many days, he at length died, 
when he had been high-priest four years. And when 
he was dead, the peo^e bestowed the high -priesthood 
on Judas ; who hearingof the power of the Homan8,f 
and that fhey had conquered in war GiaUtia, and 
Iberia, and Carthage, and Lybia ; and that, besides 
these, they had subdued Greece, and their kings, 
Peraeos, and Philip, and Antioehus the Great also, 
he resolTed to enter into a league of friendship 
with them. He therefore sent to Rome some of 
his friends, Eupolemus the son of John, and Jason 
the son of Eleazar, and by them desired the Ro- 
mans that they would assist them, and be their 
friends, and would write to Demetrius that he would 
not fight against the Jews. So the senate received 
the ambassadors that came from Judas to Rome, 
and discoursed with them about the errand on which 
they came, and then'granted them a league of as- 
sistance. They also made a decree concerning it, 
and sent a copy of it into Judea. It was also laid 
up in the capital, and engraven in brass. The de- 
cree itwlf was this \—f* The decree of the senate 
eonoeming a league of assistance and friendship 
with the nation of the Jews. It shall not be law- 
ful for any ihat are subject to the Romans to make 
war with the natbn of the Jews, nor to assist those 
that do so, either by sending them com, or eAiips, 
or money. And if any attack be made upon the 
Jews, the Romans shall assist them, as far as tliey 
are able ; and again if any attack be made upon 
the Romans, the Jews shall assist them. And if 
the Jews have a mind to add to, or to take away 
any thing from, this league of assistance, that shall 
be done with the common consent of the Romans. 
And whatsoever addition shall thus be made, it 
shall be of force." This decree was written by Eu- 
polemus the son of John, and by Jason the son of 
Eleaaar,^ when Judas was high-priest of the nation, 
and Simon his brother was general of the army. 
And this was the first league that the Romans 
made with the Jews, and was managed after this 



CHAPTER XI. 

THAT BAOCHIDBS WAS AQAIN SBlfT OUT AGAINST JU- 
DAS ; AMD HOW JUDAi FELL AS HK WAS OGUaAOB- 
ODSLT FIGBTIHCI. 

I 1. But when Demetrius was informed of the 
death of Nicanor, and of the destruction of the ar- 
my that was with him, he sent Bacehides again 
with an army in Judea, who marched out of Anti- 
och, and came into Judea, and pitched his camp at 
Arbela, a city of Galilee ; and having besieged and 
taken those that were in caves (for many of the 
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people fled into such places), he removed, and made 
all the haste he could to Jerusalem. And when he. 
had learned that Judas had pitched his camp at a 
certain vilia^ whose name was Bethsetho, he led 
his army against him : they were twenty thousand 
footoaen, and two thousand horsemen. Now Judas 
had no more soldiers than one thousand.§ When 
these saw the multitude of Bacchides's men they 
were afraid, and left their camp, and fled all away^ 
exceptmg eight hundred. Now when Judas was 
deserted by his own soldiers, and the enemv pres- 
sed upon him, and gave him no time to gather, he 
was disposed to fight with Bacchides's army, though 
he had but eight hundred men with him ; so he ex- 
horted these men to undergo the danger courage- 
ously, and encouraged them to attack the enemy. 
And when thfey said they were not a body sufficient 
to fight so great an army, and advised that they 
should retire now and save themselves, and that 
when he had gathered his own men together, then he 
should fall upon the enemy afterwards, his answer 
was this i—^ Let not the sun ever see such a thing, 
that I should show my back to the enemy ; and 
although this be the time that will bring me to my 
end, and I must die in this battle, I will rather 
stand to it courageously, and bear whatsoever comes 
upon me, than by now mnning away, bring reproach 
upon my former great actions, or tarnish their glory." 
This was tlie speiech he made to those that remain- 
ed with him, and whereby he eneouraged them to 
attack the enemy. 

2. But Bacehides drew his anny out of their 
camp, and put them in array for the battle. He 
set the horsemen on both the wings, and light sol- 
diers and the archers he placed before the whole 
army, but was himself on the right wing. And 
when he had thus put his army in order of battle, 
and was going to join battle with the enemy, he 
commanded the trumpeter to give a signal of battle, 
and the army to make a diout, and to iall on the 
enemy. And when Judas had done the same, he 
joined battle with them ; and as both sides fought 
valiantly, and the battle continued till sun-set^ Ju- 
das saw that Bacehides and the strongest part of 
the army was in the right wing, and thereupon took 
the most courageous men with him, and ran upon 
that part of the army, and fell upon those that were 
tliere, and broke tlieir ranks, and drove them into 
the middle, and forced them to run away, and pur- 
sued them as far as to a mountain called Aia : but 
when those of the left wing saw that the right wing 
was put to flight, they encompassed Judas, and pur^ 
sued him, and came behind him, and took him into 
the middle of their army ; so not being able to fly, 
but encompassed round about with enemies, he 
stood still, and he and those that were with him 
fought ; and when he had slain a great many of 
those that came against him, he at last was him- 
self wounded, and fell, and gave up the ghost, and 
died in a way like to his former fiunous actions. 
When Judas was dead, those that were with him 
liad no one whom they could regard [as th«r com- 
mander] ; but when they saw themselves deprived 
of such a general, they fled. But Simon and Jona- 
than, Judas*s brethren, received his dead body by 
a treaty from the enemy, and carried it to the vil- 
lage Modin, where their father had been buried. 
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and there buried him ; while the mnltitade Uunent- 
6d hhn many daye, and performed ihe usual solemn 
vites of a funeral to him. And this was the end 
^t Judas eame to. He had been a man of ralonr 
and a great warrior, and mindful of all the oom- 
mands of their father Mattathias ; and liad under- 
gone all diffleolties, both in doing and suffering, for 



the liberty of his countrymen. And when his cha- 
racter was so excellent [while he was alive], he left 
behind him a glorious reputation and memorial, by 
gaining freedom for his nation, and delivering them 
from shivery under the Macedonians. And when 
he had retained the high-priesthood three yean, he 
died. 



BOOK XIII. 

OORTAnflNO THB INTERVAL OP EIGHTY-TWO YEABS. 

FROM THB DEATH OP JUDAS MACCABEUS TO QUEEN ALEXANDRA'S DEATH. 



CHAPTER 1. 

HOW JOHATHAir WOK THB OOVBRIfHEIfT AFTER HIS 
BROTHER JUDAS ; AND HOW HE, TOOBTHER WITH 
HIS BROTHER SIMON, WAGED WAR AGAINST BAO- 
CHIDIS. 

I 1. Bt what means the nation of the Jews reco- 
vered theur freedom when they had been brought 
hito sbvery by the Macedonians, and what strug- 
gles, and bow many great battles, Judas, the ge- 
nraal of their army, ran through till he was slain 
as he was fighting for them, hath been related in 
the foregoing book : but after he was dead, all the 
wicked, and those that transgressed the laws 6i 
their forefathers, sprang up again in Judea, and 
grew upon them, and distressed them on every side. 
A famine also assisted their wickedness, and afflict- 
ed the country, till not a few, who by reason of their 
want of necessaries, and because they were not able 
to bear up against the miseries that both the fk- 
mine and their enemies brought upon them, desert- 
ed their country, and went to tne Macedonians. 
And now Bacchides gathered those Jews together 
who had apostatized from the accustomed way of 
living of their forefathers, and chose, to live like 
their neighbours, and committed ihe care of the 
eouBliy to them ; who also caught the friends of Ju- 
das, and those of his partv, and delivered them up 
to Bacchides, who, when he had, in the first place, 
tortured and tormented them at his pleasure, he by 
that means, at length killed them. And when this 
caJamity of the Jews was become so great, as they 
had never had experience of the like since their 
return out of Babylon, those that remained of the 
companions of Judas, seeing that the nation was 
about to be destroyed after a miserable maimer, 
came to his brother Jonathan, and desired him 
that he would imitate his brother, and that care 
which he took of his countrvmen, for whose liberty 
in general he died also ; and that he would not per- 
mit the nation to be without a governor, especially 
in those destructive circumstances wherein it now 
was. And when Jonathan said he was ready to 
die for them, and was indeed esteemed no way in- 
ferior to his brother, he was appointed to be the 
geoADd of the Jewish army. 

S. When Bacchides heard this, and was afraid 
that Jonathan might be very troublesome to the 
king and the Macedonians^ as Jtidas had been be- 



fore him, he sought how he might slay him by 
treachery : but i&B intention of his was not un- 
known to Jonathan, nor his brother Simon ; bat 
when these two were apprised of it, 'they took all 
their companions, and presently fled into that wil- 
derness which was nearest to the city ; and when 
they were oome to a lake called Asphar, they abode 
there. But when Bacchides was sensible that they 
were in a low state, and were in that phioe, he 
hasted to fall upon them with all his forces, and 
pitching his camp beyond Jordan, he recruited his 
army : but when Jonathan knew that Bacchides 
was coming upon him, he sent his brother John, 
who was also called Gaddis, to the Nabatean Arabs, 
that he might lodge his baggage with them until 
the battle with BMchides should be over, for they 
were tiie Jews' friends. And the sons of Ambri 
laid an ambui^ for John, from the city Medaba, 
and seized upon him, and upon those that were 
with him, and plundered all that they had with 
them : they also slew John, and all his companions. 
However, they were sufficiently punished for what 
they now did by John's brethren, as we shall rehUe 
presently. 

3. But when Bacchides knew that Jonathan had 
pitched his camp among the lakes of Jordan, he 
observed when their Sabbath-day came, and then 
assaulted him, [as supposing that he would not fighfe 
because of the law for resting on that day] : but he 
exhorted his companions [to fight] ; and told them, 
that their lives were at stake, since they were en- 
compassed by the river, and by their enemies, and 
had no way to escape, for that their enemies Pi^ 
sed upon Uiem before, and the river was behind 
them. So, after he had prayed to God to give them 
the victory, he joined battle with the enemy; of 
whom he overthrew many : and as he saw Bac- 
chides coming up boldly to him, he stretched out 
his right hand to smite him ; but the other fore- 
seeing and avoiding the stroke, Jonathan with his 
companions leaped into the river, and swam over 
it, and by that means escaped beyond Jordan, 
while the enemy did not pass over that river ; but 
Bacchides returned presently to the citadel at Je- 
rusalem, having lost about two thousand of his 
army. He also fortified many cities of Judea, 
whose walls had been demolished ; Jericho, and 
Enmiaus, and Bethoron, and Bethel, and Timna, 
and Pharatho, and Tecoa, and Gazara, and built 
towers in every one of these cities, and encompassed 
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I with strong walk, that were very large also, 
and pat garrisons into them, that they might issue 
oat of them, and do mischief to the Jews. He also 
fortified the citadel at Jerusalem more than all the 
rest Moreover, he took the sons of the princinal 
Jews as pledges, and shut them up in the citadel, 
sod in that manner guarded it. 

4. About the same time, one came to Jonathan, 
and to his brother Simon, and told them that the 
SODS of Ambri were Celebrating a marriage, and 
bringing the bride from the city Gabatha, who was 
the danghter of one of the illustrious men among 
the Arabians, and that the damsel was to be con- 
ducted with pomp and splendour, and much riches : 
so Jonathan and Simon thinking this appeared to 
be the fittest time for them to avenge the death of 
their brotlier, and that they had forces sufficient 
for receiving satisfaction from them for his death, 
they made liaste to Medaba, and lay in wait among 
the mountains for the coming of their enemies ; 
and as soon as they saw them conducting the virgin 
and the bridegroom, and such a great company of 
their friends with them as was to be expected at 
this wedding, they sallied out of their ambush and 
slew them all,— and took their ornaments, and all 
the prey that tlien followed tli^m, and so returned, 
sod received this aatisfiustran for their brother John 
from the sons of Ambri ; for as well these sons 
themselves as their friends, and wives, and chil- 
dren, that foUowed them, penahed, being in number 
about four hundred. 

5. However, Simon and Jonathan returned to 
the UJuB of the rirer, and abode there ; but Bac- 
ohides, when he had secured all Judea with his 
gvrisoDs, returned to the king ; and then it was 
that the affairs of Judea were quiet for two years ; 
but when the deserters and the wicked saw that 
Jonathan and those that were with hun lived in the 
oonntry rery quietly, by reason of the peace, they 
^t to king Demetrius, and excited him to send 
Bacchides to seize upon Jonathan, which they said 
^ to be done without any trouble, and m one 
nighf s time ; and that if they feU upon them before 
they were aware, they might sky them all. So the 
l[ing sent Bacchides, who, when he was come into 
•poea, wrote to all his friends, both Jews and aux- 
paries, that they should seize upon Jmiathan, and 
bring him to him ; and when, upon thenr endea- 
▼ooia, they were not able to sMze upon Jonathan, 
for be was sensible of the snares they hdd for him, 
and very canf ally gnarded against them, Bacchides 
*^ i^^gry at these deserters, as having imposed 
iipon him, and upon the king, and slew fifty of their 
'^^^tn ; whereupon Jonathan, with his brother, 
^ those that were with him, retired to BethagU, 
hrjjitiigp that lay in the wilderness, out of his fear 
of Baoobides. He also built towers in it, and en- 
^paased it with walls, and took care that it 
•wwld be safely guarded. Upon the hearmg of 
which Bacchides l«i his own army along with him, 
^ besides took his Jewish auxiLaries, and came 
^gainst Jonathan, and made an assault upon his 
fortifications, and besieged him many days, but 
T^than did uotabate of his courage at the zeal 
BMsehklcg used in the siege, but courageously op- 
P|^ him ; and while he left his brother Simon m 
^ cHy te fight with Bacchides, he went privatdy 
oat himself into the country, and got a great body 
^nieii together of his own party, and fell upon 
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also of this his fitllmg upon them, because he pep> 
eeived that the enemies were slain by him, so he 
sallied out upon them, and burnt the engines which 
the Macedonians used, and made a great slaughter 
of them ; and when Bacchides saw himself encom- 
passed with enemies, and some of them befere, and 
some behind him, he fell into despair and trouble 
of mind, as confounded at the unexpected ill suc- 
cess of this siege. Howev^, he vented his dis- 
pleasure at these misfortunes upon those deserters 
who sent for him from the king, as having deluded 
him. So he had a mind to put an end to this siege 
after a decent manner, if it were possible for him 
so to do, and then to return home. 

6. When Jonathan understood these his inten- 
tions, he sent ambassadors to him about a lei^e 
of friendship and mutual assistance, and that they 
might restore those thev had taken captive on both 
sides. So Bacchides thought this a pretty decent 
way of retuiug home, and made a league of friend- 
ship with Jonathan, when they sware that they 
would not any more make war against one another. 
Accordingly, he restored the captives, and took his 
own men with him, and returned to the king at 
Antioch; and ailter this his departure, he never 
came into Judea again. Then did Jonathan take 
the opportunity of this ^uiet state of things, and 
went and lived in the city Michmash ; and there 
governed the multitude, and punished the wicked 
and ungodly, and by that means purged the nation 
of them. 



CHAPTER II. 

HOW ALBXANnUl [BALa], IN HIS WaB WIYH DKIU- 
TRIU8, OBANTBO JONATHAN MANY ADVANTAOHS, 
AND APPOINTKD HIM TO BE HIOH-PIUBST, AND 
PEBSUAI>BD HIM TO ASSIST HIM, ALTHOUGH DKMK- 
TRIU8 PBOMISBD HIM OKKATBa ADVANTAOBS ON 
THX OTHBA SIDB. OONCBaNINO THS DBAXH OV 
DBMHTIUUS. 

# 

§ 1. Now in the hundred and sixtieth y^ar, it fell 
out that Alexander, thesonof Antiochus Epiphanes,* 
came up into Syria^ and took Ptolemais, the soldiers 
having betrayeil it to him, for they were at enmity 
with Demetrius, on account of his insoknee and 
difficulty of aeoess : for he shut himself up in a 
palace of his that had Ibor towers, which he had 
built himself, not far from Antioch, and admitted 
nobody. He was withal slothful and negligent 
about the public afiairs, whereby the hatred of his 
subjects was the more kindled against him, as we 
have elsewhere already related. When, theielbre, 
Demetrius heard that Alexander was in Ptolemai% 
he took his whole army, and led it agamst him ; he 
also sent ambassadors to Jonathan, about a league 
of mutual assistance and friendship, for he resolved 
to be beforehand with Alexander, last the other 
should treat with him first, and gain 
from him ; and this he did out of the £ 
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kst Jonathan aboidd remember how ill Demetriiu 
bad formerly treated him, and should join with 
him in this war against him. He therefore gare 
orders that Jonathan should be allowed to raise an 
army, and should get armour made, and should re- 
ceive back those hostaees of the Jewish nation 
whbm Baochides had shut up in the citadel of 
Jerusalem. When this good fortune had befallen 
Jonathan, by the oonosssion of Demetrius, he came 
to Jerusalem, and read the king's letter in the 
audience of the people, and of those that kept the 
citadel. When these were read, these wicked men 
ind deserters, who were in the citadel, were greatly 
ifraid, upon the king's permission to Jonathan to 
raise an army, and to reoeire back the hostages : so 
he delivered every one of them to his own parents ; 
and thus did Jonathan make his abode at Jerusalem, 
renewing the city to a better state, and reforming 
jie buildings as be pleased ; for he gave orders 
iuit the walls ol the city should be rebuilt with 
square stones, that it miglit'be more secure from 
their enemies ; and when tlioee that kept the gar« 
risons that were in Judea saw this, they all left 
them, and fled to Antioch, excepting tliose that 
wtere in the city Bethsura, and those that were in 
tlie citadel of Jerusalem, for the greater part of 
these was of the wicked Jews and deserters, and 
on that account these did not deliver up their 
garrisons. 

2> When Alexander knew what promises Deme- 
trius had made Jonathan, and withal knew his 
courage, and what great tilings he had done when 
he foui^ht the Macedonians, and besides what hard- 
ships he had undergone by the means of Demetrius^ 
and of Bacchides, Sie general of Demetrius's army, 
he told his friends that he could not at present find 
any one else that might afford him better assistance 
than Jonathan, who was both courageous against 
his enemies, and had a particular hatred against 
Demetrius, as having both suffered many hard 
things from him, and acted many liard tlimgs 
against him. If, therefore, they were of opinion 
that they should make him their friend against 
Demetrius, it was more for their advantage to in- 
▼ite him to assist them now than at another time. 
It being therefore determined by him and his 
friends to send to Jonathan, he wrote to him this 
epistle : — ** King Alexander to his brother Jona- 
than, sendeth greeting. We have long ago heard 
of thy courage and thy fidelity, and for that reason 
have sent to thee, to make with tiftee a league of 
friendship and mutual assistance. We Uierefore 
do ordain thee this day the high-priest of the Jews, 
and that thou beest called my friend. I have also 
•ent tbea^ as presents, a purple robe and a golden 
crown, and desire that, now ^n art by us honour- 
ad, thou wilt in like manner respect ns also." 

8. When Jonathan had received this letter, he 
put on the pontifical robe at the time of the feast 
of tabemaeiea,* four years after the death of bis 
brother Judas, for at that time no high-priest had 
been made. So he raised great forces, and had 
> abundance of armour got ready. This greatly 
grieved Demetrius when he heard of it, and made 

» ShMt J«amUiHi nkliily dM not pal on Um pootiSeia rotat till mrm 
«r*lgkty«M«awtb«d«iiharhtoteo(hOTJadu, or not UU ite ftat 
•rikbwnMte*. In tlM 160 or tiM SalMolda (1 Umamb. ju SI), PMiUut 
. ^ . . ,wha,lMM«d«r 
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him blame himself for his slowness, that he had 
not prevented Alexander, and got the good-will of 
Jonathan, but had given him time so to do. How- 
ever, he also himself wrote a letter to Jonathan, 
and to the people, the contents whereof are these : 
— '* King Demetrius to Jonathan, and to the nation 
of the Jews, sendeth greeting. Since you have 
preserved jrour friendship for us, and when yon 
have been tempted by our enemies, you have not 
joined yourselves to them ; I both commend you 
for this your fidelitv, and exhort you to continue 
in the same disposition ; for whidi yon shall be 
repaid, and receive rewards from us : for I will 
free yon from the greatest part of the tributes and 
taxes which you formeriy paid to the kings my 
predecessors, and to myself ; and I do now set you 
free from those tributes which you have ever paid ; 
and besides, I forgive you the tax upon salt, and 
the value of the crowns which you used to offer to 
me :t and instead of the third part of the fniita 
[of tiie field], and the half of the fruits of the trees, 
I relinquish my part of them from this day : and 
as to tlie poll-money, which ought to be given mo 
for every head of the inhabitants of Judea, Sama- 
ria, and Galilee, and Perea, that I relinquish to 
you for this time, and for all time to come. I will 
also, that the city of Jerusalem be holy and invio- 
lable, and fr«e from the tithe, and from the taxes, 
unto its utmost bounds : and I so far recede from 
my titie to the citadel, as to permit Jonathan your 
high-priest to possess it, that he may pUoe such a 
garrison in it as he approves of for fidelity and 
good-will to himself, that they may keep it for us. 
I also make fr«e aill those Jews who have been 
made captives and sUves in my kingdom. I also 
give order that the beasts of tiie Jews be not pres- 
sed for our service : and let their Sabbaths, and 
all their festivals, and three days before each of 
them, be free from any imposition. In the same 
manner, I set free the Jews that are inhabitants in 
my kingdom, and order that no injury be done 
them. I also give leave to such of them as are 
willing to list themselves in my army, that they 
may do it, and those as far as thirty thousand ; 



which Jewish soldiers, wheresoever thev go, shall 
have the same pay that my own army hath ; and 
some of them 1 will place in my ganisons, and 



some as guards about mine own body, and as rulers 
over those that are in my court I give them leave 
also to use the laws of their forefrthers, and to ob- 
serve them ; and I will that they have power over 
the three toparchies that are added to Judea ; and 
it shall be in the power of the high-priest to toke 
caro that no one Jew shall have any other temple 
for worship but only that at Jerusalem. I bequeath 
also, out of my own revenues, yearly, for the ex- 
penses about tiie sacrifices, one hundred and fifty 
thousand [drachmsB] ; and what money is to spare, 
I will that it shall be your own. I also release to 
you those ten thousand drachma which the kings 
received from the temple, because they appertain 
to the priests that minister in that temple. And 
whosoever shall fly to the temple at Jerusalem, or 
to the pUces thereto belonging, or who owe the king 
money, or are there on any other account, let them 
be set free, and let their goods be in safety. I also 
give you leave to repair and rebuild your temple, 

t Taka OioUan nota harat *'Tlia Jawi,* mj» Im, •* wan ««■% to 
pnaant orawna to Um Udcs [oT Syria] i aflorwiuda tiiat goM whkdi waa 
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uid that all be done at my expenses. I also allow 
Tou to build the walls of your city, and to erect 
high towers, and that they be erected at my charge. 
And if there be any fortified to^vn that would be 
conrenient for the Jewish country to have rery 
vbmag, let it be so built at my expenses." 

4. This was what Demetrius promised and 
ipsnted to the Jews, by this letter. But king 
Alexander raised a great army of mercenary sol- 
diers, and of those that deserted to him out of Syria, 
and made an expedition against Demetrius. And 
when it was come to a battle, the left wing of De- 
metriuB put those who opposed them to flight, and 
porsned them a great way, and slew many of them, 
and spoiled their camp ; bat the right wing, where 
Demetrius happened to be, was beaten ; and as for 
all the rest, they ran away. But Demetrius fought 
oourageottsly, and slew a great many of the enemy ; 
bat as he was in pursuit of the rest, his horse car- 
ried him into a deep bog, wliere it was hard to get 
out, and there it happened, that upon his horse's 
falling down, he could not escape being killed ; for 
when his enemies saw what had befallen him, they 
returned back, and encompassed Demetrius round, 
and they all threw their darts at him ; but he, 
being now on foot, fought bravely. But at length 
be received so nmny wounds, tliat he was not able 
to bear up any longer, but fell. And this is the 
end that Demetrius came to, when he had reigned 
eleven years,* as we have elsewhere reUted. 



CHAPTER III. 

THB FBIBimSHIP THAT WAS BBTWBBN ONUS AND 
PTDLBMT PHILOMBTOB ; AND HOW ONTAS BUILT A 
TBMPLB IN EGYPT UKB TO THAT AT JBBUSALEM. 

§ I . Bdt then the son of Onias the high-priest, 
who was of the same name with his father, and who 
fled to king Ptolemy, who was called Philometor, 
lived now at Alexandria, as we have said already. 
When this Onias saw that Judea was oppressed by 
the Macedonians and their kings, out of a desire to 
purchase to himself a memorial aud eternal fame, he 
resolved to send to king Ptolemy and queen Cleo- 
patra, to ask leave of uiem that he might build a 
temple in Egypt like to that at Jerusalem, and 
might ordain Levites and priests out of their own 
Block. The chief reason why he was desirous so to 
do, was, that he relied upon the prophet Isaiah, 
who lived above six hnndred years before, and 
foretold that there certainly was to be a temple 
iMiiU to Almighty God in Egypt by a man that was 
» Jew. Onias was elevated with this prediction, 
and wrote the following epistle to Ptolemy and 
Cleopatra : — ^ Having done many and great tilings 
for you in the affairs of the war, by the assistence 
of God, and that in Celesyria and Phcanicia, I came 
at length with the Jews to Leontopolis, and to other 
places of your nation, where I found that the greatest 
part of your people had temples in an improper 
manner, and that on this account they bare ill will 
one agamst another, which happens to the Egyp- 
tians by reason of the multitude of their temples, 
and the difference of opinion about divine worship. 
Now I found a very fit pUoe in a castle tliat haUi 



its name from the country Diana ; this place is 
full of materials of several sorts, and replenished 
with sacred animals : I desire, tlierefore, tliat you 
will grant me leave to purge this holy place, which 
belongs to no master, and is fallen down, and to 
build there a temple to Almightv God, after the 
pattern of that in Jerusalem, ana of the same di- 
mensions, that may be for the benefit of thyself^ 
and thy wife and children, that those Jews who 
dwell in Egypt may have a place whither they may 
come and meet together in mutual harmony one 
with another, and be subservient to thy advantages ; 
for the prophet Isaiali foretold, that ' there should 
be lin altar in Egypt to tlie Lord God :t and many 
other such things did he prophesy relating to that 
place." 

2. And this was what Onias wrote to king Pto- 
lemy. Now any one may observe his piety, and 
that of his sister and wife Cleopatra, by that epbtle 
wliich they wrote in answer to it ; for they laid the 
blame aud the transgression of the law upon the 
head of Onias. And this was their reply : — " King 
Ptolemy and Queen Cleopatra to Onias, send greet- 
ing. We have read thy petition, wherein thou de- 
sirest leave to be given to thee to puige that tem- 
ple which is fallen down at Leontopolis, in the 
Nomus of Heliopolis, and which is named from the 
country Bubastis ; on which account we cannot 
but wonder that it should be pleasing to God to 
have a temple erected in a place so unclean, and 
so full of sacred animals. But since thou sayest 
that Isaiah the prophet foretold this long ago, we 
give thee leave to do it, if it may be done accord- 
ing to your law, and so tliat we may not appear to 
have at all offended God herein.*' 

3. So Onias took the place, and built a temple, 
and an altar to God, like indeed to that at Jeru- 
salem, but smaller and poorer. I do not think it 
proper for me now to describe its dimensiona, or 
ita vessels, which have been already described in 
my seventh book of tlie Wars of the Jews. How- 
ever, Onias found other Jews like himself, together 
witli priests and Levites, that there performed di- 
vine service. But we have said enough about this 
temple. 

4. Now it came to pass that the Alexandrian 
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Jews, and those Samaritans who paid thdr worship 
to the temple that was built in &ie days of Alex- 
ander at Mount Gerizzim, did now make a sedition 
one against another, and disputed about their tem- 
ples before Ptolemy himself, the Jews saying that, 
according to the law of Moses, the temple was to 
be built at Jerusalem ; and the Samaritans saying 
that it was to be built at Gerizzim. They desii-ed 
therefore the king to sit with his friends and hear 
the debates about these matters, and pumsh those 
with death who were baffled. Now Sabbeus and 
TheodosiuB managed the argument for the Samari- 
tans, and Andronicus, the son of Messalomus, for 
the people of Jerusalem ; and they took an oaUi by 
God and the king, to make their demonstrations 
according to the law ; and they desired of Ptolemy, 
that whomsoever he should find that transgressed 
what they had sworn to, he would put him to death. 
Accordingly, the king took sevenl of his friends 
into the council, and sat down, in order to hear 
what the pleaders said. Now the Jews that were 
at Alexandria were in great concern for those men, 
whose lot it was to contend for the temple at Jeru- 
salem ; for they took it veiy ill that any should 
take away the reputation of that temple, which was 
80 ancient and so celebrated all over the habitable 
earth. Now when Sabbeus and Theodosius had given 
leave to Andronicus to speak first, he began to de- 
monstrate out of the law, and out of the successions 
of the high-priests, how they every one in suooes- 
sion from his father had received that dignity, and 
ruled over the temple ; and how all the Idnga of 
Asia had honoured that temple with their donations, 
and with tlie most splendid gifts dedicated thereto : 
but as for that at Gerizzim, he made no account of 
it, and regarded it, as if it had never had a being. 
By this speech, and other arguments, Andronicus 

Sersuaded the kin^ to determine that the temple at 
erusalem was built according to the laws of Mo- 
ses,* and to put Sabbeus and Theodosius to death. 
And these were the events that befell the Jews at 
Alexandria m the days of Ptolemy Pbilometor. 



CHAPTER IV. 

BOW ALBXANDER HOHOUAEO JONATHAN APTBE AN 
XXTBAOKDIMAKT MANNER J AND HOW DBMETRTUS, 
THE SON OF DEMETRIUS, OVERCAME ALEXANDER, 
AND MADE A LEAGUE OP FRIENDSHIP WITH JO- 
NATHAN. 

I 1. Dbmbtbjub being thus slain in battle, as we 
have above related, Alexander took the kingdom of 
Syria ; and wrote to Ptolemy Philemetor, and de- 
Siired his daughter in mamage ; and said it was 
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but just that he should be joined in affinity to one 
that had now received the principality of his fore- 
fathers, and had been promoted to it by God's pro- 
vidence, and had conquered Demetrius ; and that 
was on other accounts not unworthy of being re^ 
lated to him. Ptolemy received this propottl of 
marriage gladly ; and wrote him an answer, salut- 
ing him on account of his having received the prin- 
cipality of his forefathers ; and promising him that 
he would ^ive him his daughter in marriage ; and 
assured him that he was coming to meet ham at 
Ptolemais, and desired that be would theremeet him^ 
for that he would accompany her from Egypt bo 
far, and would there marry his child to him. When 
Ptolemy had written thus, he came suddenly to 
Ptolemais, and brought his daughter Cleopatra 
along with him ; and as he found Alexander there 
before him^ as he desired hun to come, he gave him 
his child in marriage, and for her portion gave her ae 
much silver and gold as became such a kmg to give. 

2. When the wedding was over, Alexander wrote 
to Jonathan, the high-priest, and desired him to 
come to Ptolemais, So when he came to thesii ^ 
kings, and had made them magnificent presents, he 
was honoured by them both. Alexander compelled 
him also to put off his own garment, and to take a 
purple garment, and made him sit with him on his 
throne ; and commanded his captains that they 
should go with him into the middle of the city, and 
proclaim, that it was not permitted to any one to 
speak against him, or to give him any disturbance. 
And when the captains had thus done, those that 
were prepared to accuse Jonathan, and who bore 
him iU-will, when they saw the honour tliat wa? 
done him by prochunation, and that by the king's 
order, ran away, and were afraid lest some mis- 
chief should befall them. Nay, king Alexander 
was so very kind to Jonathan, that he set him down 
^ the principal of his friends. 

3. But then, upon the hundred and sixty -fifth year^ 
Demetrius, the son'of Demetrius, came from Crete^ 
with a great number of mercenary soldiers, which 
Lasthenes, the Cretan, brought him, and uiled to 
Cilicia. This thing cast Alexander into great eon- 
cem and disorder when he heard it ; so he made 
haste immediately out of Phoanioia and came to 
Antioch, that he might put matters in a safe pos- 
ture there before Demetrius should come. He also 
left Apollonius Dausf governor of Celesyria, who, 
coming to Jamuia with a great army, sent to Jona- 
than, the high-priest, and told him that it was not 
right that he alone should live at rest, and with aur 
thority, and not be subject to the king ; that this 
thing had made him a reproach among all men, 
that he had not yet made him subject to the king. 
" Do not thou therefore deceive thyself, and sit still 
among the mountains, and pretend to have forces 
with thee ; but if thou hast any dependence ou Uiy 
strength, come down into the pUin, and let our ar- 
mies be compared together, and the event of the 
battle will demonstrate which of us is the most cou- 
rageous. However, take notice, that the most va- 
liant men of every city are in my army, and that 
these are the very men who have always beaten thy 
progenitors ; but let us have the batde in such a 
place of the country where we may fight with \ 
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pons, aad not with stones, and where there may be 
no place whither those that are beaten may fly." 

4. With this Jonathan was irritated ; and choos- 
ing himself out ten thoosand of his soldiers, he 
went out of Jemsalem in haste, with his brother 
Simon, and came to Joppa, and pitched his camp 
on the outside of the city, because the people of 
Joppa had shut their gates against him, for they 
had a garrison in the city put there by Apollonins. 
Buf when Jonathan was preparing to besiege fhem, 
they were afraid he would take them by force, and 
•o they opened the gates to him. But ApoUonius, 
when he heard that Joppa was taken by Jonathan, 
took three thousand horsemen, and eight thousand 
footmen, and came to Ashdod ; and removing 
thence, he made his journey silently and slowly, 
and going up to Joppa, he made as if he was retir- 
ing from the place, and so drew Jonathan into the 
plain, as valuing himself highly upon his horsemen, 
and having his hopes of victory principi^y in them. 
However, Jonathan sallied out, and pursued Apol- 
lonins to Ashdod ; but as soon as ApoUonius per- 
eei-ved that his enemy was in the plain, he came 
hack and gave him battle. But ApoUonius had 
laid a thousand horsemen in ambush in a vaUey, 
that they might be seen by their enemies as behind 
them ; which when Jonathan perceived, he was un- 
der no eonstomation, but, ordering his army to 
stand in a square battle array, he gave them a 
ehaige to fitU on the enemy on both sides, and set 
tiiem to face those that attacked them both before 
and behind ; and whUe the fight lasted tiU the 
evening, he gave part of his forces to his brother 
Simon, and ordered him to attack the enemies ; but 
for himself he charged tiioee that were with him 
to cover themselves with their armour, and receive 
the darts of the horsemen, who did as tiiey were 
eommanded ; so that the enemy's horsemen, while 
they threw their darts tiU they had no more left, 
did them no hann, for the darts that were thrown 
did not enter into their bodies, being thrown upon 
the shields that were united and conjoined together, 
the doeeness of which easily overcame the force of 
the darts, and they flew about without any effect 
But when the enemy grew remiss in throwing ^eir 
darts from morning tiU hito at night, Simon per- 
ceived their weariness, and feU upon the body of 
men before him ; and because his soldiers showed 
great aUerity, he put the enemy to flight : and 
when. the horsemen saw the footmen ran away, 
neither did diey stay diemsdves ; but they being 
▼ery weary, by the duration of the fight till the 
evening, aad their hope from the footmen being 
quite gone, they basely ran away, and in mat oon- 
fusion also, till they were separated one from ano- 
ther, and scattered over all the plain. Upon which 
Jonathan pursued them as far as Ashdod, and slew 
a great many of them, and oompeUed the rest, in 
despair of escaping, to fly to the temple of Dagon, 
which was at Ashdod : but Jonathan took the city 
en the first onset, and burnt it, and the villages 
about it ; nor did he abstain from the temple. of 
Dagon itwlf, bat burnt it also, and destroyed those 
that had fled to it Now the entire multitude of 
the enemies that fell in the battle, and were con- 
sumed in the temple, were eight thousand. When 
Jonathan therefore had overoome so great an army, 
he removed from Ashdod, and oame to Askelon : 
and when he had pitched his camp without the 
etW, the people of Askelon came out and met him, 
bnn^mg him hospitable presents, and honouring 



him ; so he accepted of their kind intentions, and 
returned thence to Jerusalem with a great deal ot 
prey, which he brought thence when he conquered 
nis enemies. But when Alexander heard that 
ApoUonius, the general of his army, was beaten, he 
pretended to be glad of it, because he had fought 
with Jonathan his friend and aUy against his di* 
rections. Accordingly, he sent to ^nathan, and 
gave testimony to his worth ; and gave him hono- 
rary rewards, as a golden button,* which it is ths 
custom to give the lung's kinsmen, and allowed him 
Ekron and ite toparchy for his own inheritance. 

5. About this time it was that king Ptolemy; 
who was called Philometor, led an army, part by 
sea and part by land, and came to Syria, to the as- 
sistance of Alexander, who was his son-in-law ; and 
accordingly aU the cities received him wiUiuffly, as 
Alexander had oommanded them to do, and con- 
ducted him as far as Ashdod ; where they aU made 
loud complainte about the temple of Ba^^on, whidi 
was burnt, and accused Jonathan of havmg laid it 
waste, and destroyed the country adjoining with 
fire, and slain a great number of them. Ptolemy 
heard these accusations, but said nothing. Jona- 
than also went to meet Ptolemy as far as Joppa, 
and obtained from him hospitable presento, and 
those glorious in their kinds, with all the marks of 
honour ; and when he had conducted him as fiir as 
the river oaUed Eleuthems, he returned again to 
Jerusalem. 

6. But as Ptolemy was at Ptolemais, he waf 
very near to a most unexpected destruction ; for a 
treacherous design was laid for his life by Alexan^ 
der, by the means of Ammonius, who was his 
friend : and as the treachery was very plain, Ptole* 
my wrote to Alexander, and required of him that 
he should bring Ammonius to condign punishment, 
informing him what snares had be^ laid for him 
by Ammonias, and desired that he might be ae^ 
cordingly punished for it ; but when Alexander did 
not comply with his demands, he perceived that it 
WAS he himself who laid the design, and was rery 
angry at him. Alexander had also formerly been 
on very iU terms with the people of Antioch, fotf 
they had suffered very much by this means ; yet 
did Ammonius at lengdi undergo the pamshment 
his insolent crimes had deserved, for he was kiUed 
in an opprobrious mauner, Uke a woman, while he 
endeavoured to conceal himself in a feminfaie habit, 
as we have elsewhere related. 

7. Hereupon Ptolemy blamed himself for having 
ffiven his daughter ui inarria|[e to Alexander, and 
for the league he had made with him to assist him 
agamst Demetrius ; so he dissolved his relatioa to 
him, and took his daughter away from him, and 
immediately sent to Demetrius, and oflfared to make 
a league of mutual asaistanee and friendship with 
him, and agreed with him to give him his danghtet 
in marriage^ and to restore him to the principafitv 
of his iathers. Demetrius was weU pleased with 
this embassage, and accepted of his assistanoo, «nd 
of the marriage of hii daughter ; but Ptolemy had 
stiU one more hard task to do, and that was to fta^ 
suade Ihe people of Antioch to receive Demetnnii 
because they were greatly displeased at him, on 
account of the injuries his fatner Demetrius had 
done them ; yet did he bring this about ; for aa 
the people of Antioch hated Alexander on Ammo* 
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vius'taceoimt, as we have shown already, thej were 
easily prevailed with to cast him out of Antioch ; 
who, thus expelled out of Antioch, came into Cilicia. 
Ptolemy came then to Antioch, and was made king 
by its inhabitants, and by the army ; so that he 
v/as forced to put on his own two diadems, the one 
of Asia, the other of Egypt ; but being natorallv a 
ffood and zighteons man, and not desirous of what 
belonged to others, and besides these dispositions, 
being also a wise man in reasoning about futioities, 
he detei-mined to avoid the envy of the Romans, so 
he called the people of Antioch together to an as- 
sembly, and persuaded them to receive Demetrius ; 
and assured them that he would not be mindful of 
what tliey did to his father in case he should be now 
obliged by them ; and he undertook that he would 
himself he a good monitor and governor to him ; 
and promised that he would not pesmit him to at- 
tempt any bad actions ; but that, for bis own part, 
be was contented with the kingdom of Egypt By 
which discourse he persuaded the peqple of Anti- 
och to receive Demetrius. 

8. But now Alexander made haste, with a nu- 
merous and great army, and iaune out of Cilicia 
faito Syria, and burnt tbs country belonging to Au- 
tiooh, and nillaged it ; whereupon Ptolemy, and 
his son-in-law Demetrius, brought their army 
against him (for he had already riven him his 
daughter in marriage), and beat Alexander, and 
put him to flight ; and accordingly he fled into Ara- 
bia. Now, it happened in the time of the battle, 
that Ptolemy's horse, upon hearing the noise of an 
elephant, cast him off his back, and threw him on 
the ground ; upon the sight of which accident his 
enemies fell upon him, and gave him many wounds 
npon his head, and brousht him into danger of 
death, for when his giuuNU caught him iq> he was 
«> very ill, that for four days' tune he was not able 
•ither to understand or to speak. However, Zab- 
diel, a prince amon^ the Arabians, out off Alexan- 
der's head and sent it to Ptolemy, who recovering 
of his wounds, and Returning to his understanding, 
on the fifth day, heard at once a most agreeabU 
bearing, and ^saw a most agreeable sidbt, which 
were the death and the head of Alexander ; yet a 
little after this his joy for the death of Alexander, 
with which he was so greatly satisfied, he also de- 
parted this life. Now Alexander, who was called 
Balas, vMgoed over Asia five years, as we have 
olsewhere related. 

0. But when Demetrius, who was styled Nicator,* 
liad taken tiie jkingdom, he was so wicked as to 
.mat Ptolemv*s soldiers very hardly, neither re- 
jnembering the league of mutual assistance that 
was between them, nor that he was his son-in-law 
and kinsman, by Qeopatra's marriage to him ; so 
die soidlersfled from his wicked treatment to Alex- 
andria ; hut Demetrius kept his elephants. But 
Jonathan the high-priest levied an army out of all 
Judea, and attacked the citadel at Jerusalem, and 
besieged it It was held by a garrison of Macedo- 
nians, and by some of those men who had deserted 
the customs of their forefathers. These men at 
first deipised the attempts of Jonathan for taking 
Ihe nl«De, as depending on its strength ; but some 
of those wicked men went out by night, and came 
io Demetrius, and infoimed him that the citadel 
was besieged ; wiio was irritated with what he 
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heard, and took his army, and came from Antioch, 
against Jonathan. And when he was at Antioch, 
he wrote to him, and commanded him to come to 
him quickly to Ptolemais : upon which Jonathan 
did not intermit tfie siege of the citadel, but took 
with him the elders of the people, and the priests, 
and carried with him gold and silver, and garments, 
and a great number of presents of friendship, and 
came to Demetrius, and presented him with them, 
and thereby pacified the king's anger. So he was 
honoured bv him, and received from him the con- 
firmation of his high^priesthood, as he had possess- 
ed it by the grants of the kings his predecessors. 
And when the Jewish deserters accused him, De- 
metrius was so far from giving credit to them, that 
when he petitioned him that he would demand no 
more than tliree hundred talents for the tribute of 
all Judea, and the three toparehies of Samaria, and 
Perea, and Galilee, he complied with the proposal, 
and gave him a letter confirming those grants ; the 
contents of whidi were as follows : — " Ring Deme- 
trius to Jonathan his brother, and to the nation ot 
the Jews, sendeth greeting. We have sent yon a ' 
copy of that epistle which we have written to Las- 
thenes our kinsman, that you may know its contents. 
— * King Demetrius to Lasthenes our father, sendeth 
greeting. I have determined to return thanks, and 
to show favour to the nation of the Jews, who hath 
observed Uie rules of justice in our concerns. Ac- 
cordiugly, I remit to them the three prefectures, 
Aphenma, and Lydda, and Ramatha, which have 
been added to Judea out of Samaria, with their ap- 
purtenances ; as also what the kings my predeoea- 
Bors received fimm those that ofierod sacrifices in 
Jerusalem, and what are due from the fruits of the 
earth, and of the trees, uid what else belongs tons ; 
with the salt-pits, and the crowns that used to bo 
presented to us. Nor shall they be compelled to 
pay any of those taxes from this time to all fiitnrity. 
Take care, therefore, that a copy of this epistle be 
taken, and given to Jonathan, and be set up in an 
eminent place of their holy temple.' " And these 
were the contents of this writing. And now when 
Demetrius saw that there was peace everywhere, 
and that there was no danger, nor fear of war, he 
disbanded the greatest part of his army, and duni- 
nished their pay, and even retained in pay no others 
than such foreigners as came up wiin him from 
Crete, and from the other islands. However, this 
procured him ill-will and hatred from the soldiers, 
on whom he bestowed nothing from this time, while 
the kings before him used to pay them in time of 
peace, as they did before, that they might have 
their good-will, and that they might be very ready 
to undergo tlie difficulties of war, if any occasion 
should requii-e it 



CHAPTER V. 

ftOW jaiYPHO, AFTER HK HAD BXATEV OiUlSTEIUS, 
DKUVBBBO THE KINGDOM TO- AMTIOCHUS, THE SON 
OF JJLEX.AVDEA, AND GAINBD JONATHAN FOB HIS 
ASSISTANT ; AND CONCEJfcNINQ THE ACTIONS AND 
EMBASSIES OF JONATHAN. 

§ 1. Now there was a certain commander of. Alex- 
ander's forces, an Apanemian by birth, whoee 
name was Diodotus, and was also called Trypho, 
took notice of the ill-will the soldiers bare to De- 
metrius, and went to Makshus the Arabian, who 
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brought up Antioehus, the son of Alexander, and 
told Dim what ill will the army bare Demetrius, 
ftod penuaded him to |;ive him Antiochus, because 
be would make him kmg, and recorer to him the 
kingdom of his father. Malchus at first opposed 
him in this attempt, because he oould not believe 
him ; bat when Trypho lay hard at him for a long 
time, he overperniaded him to compiv with Try- 
Tfkko'B inteBtkms and entreaties. And this was the 
state Trjrpho was now in. 

2. But Jonathan the high -priest, being desirous 
to get dear of those that were in tlie citadel of Je- 
rootlem, and of the Jewish deserters and wicked 
men, as well as those in all the garrisons in the 
eonntiy, sent presents and ambasMdors to Deme- 
trius, and entreated him to take away his soldiers 
out of the strong holds of Judea. Demetrius made 
answer, that after the war, which he was now 
deeply engaged in, was over, he would not only 
grant him that, but greater things than that also : 
and he desired he would send him some assistance, 
and informed him that his army had deserted him. 
So Jonathan eboee out three thousand of his sol- 
diers, and sent them to Demetrius. 

3. Now the people of Antioch hated Demetrius, 
both on account of what mischief he had himself 
done them, and because they were his enemies also 
on aeeount of his father Demetrius, who had greatly 
abused them ; so they watched some opportunity 
which they might lay hold on, to &11 upon him. 
And when they were informed of the assistance 
tiiat was coming to Demetrius from Jonathan, and 
eonsidered at the same time that he would raise a 
numerous army, unless they prevented him and 
seized upon him, they took their weapons immedi- 
ately, and encompassed his palace in the way of a 
siege, and seizing upon all the ways of getting out, 
they sought to subdue their king. And when he 
taw that the people of Antioch were become his 
bitter enemies, and that they were thus in arms, he 
took the mercenary soldiers which he had with him, 
and those Jews who were sent by Jonathan, and 
assaulted the AnUochians ; but he was overpowered 
by them, for they were many ten .thousands, and 
was beaten. But when the Jews saw that the An- 
tiochians were superior, they went up to the top of 
the palace, and shot at them from thence ; and be- 
cause they were so remote from them bv their 
height, that thoy suffered nothing on their side, 
but did great execution on the others as fighting 
from suen an elevation, they drove them out of the 
adjoining houses, and immediately set them on fire, 
whereupon the flame spread itself over the whole 
city, and burnt it all down. This happened by rea- 
son of the ckiseness of the houses, and because they 
were generally built of wood : so the Antiochians, 
when they were not able to help themselves, nor to 
stop the fire, were put to flight And as the Jews 
leaped from the top of one house to another, and 
pnmed.tbem after that manner, it thence happen- 
•d that the pursuit was veiy surprising. But when 
tile king saw that the Antiochians were very busy 
In saving their children and their wives, and so did 
Dot fight any longer, he fell upon them in the nar- 
row passages, and fought them, and slew a great 
number of them, tiU at last they were forced to 
throw down their arms, and to deliver tliemselves 
vp to Demetrius. So he forgave them this their 
huolent behaviour, and put an end to the sedition : 
and when he had given rewards to the Jews out of 
the rich spoils he had gotten, and had returaed 



them thanks, as the cause of his victory, he sent 
them away to Jerusalem to Jonathan, with an am- 
ple testimony of the assistance they had afforded 
nim. Yet did he prove an ill man to Jonathan af- 
terward, and broke the promises he had made : 
and he threatened that he would make war upon 
him, unless he would pay all that tribute which the 
Jewish nation owed to the first kings [of Syria]. 
And this he had done, if Trypho had not hindered 
him, and diverted his preparations against Jona- 
than to a concern for his own preservation ; for he 
now returned out of Arabia into Syria, widi the 
child Antiochus, for he was yet in age but a youth, 
and put the diadem on his head ; and as the whole 
forces that had left Demetrius, because they had no 
pay, came to his assistance, he made war upon De- 
metrius, and joining battie with him, overcame him 
in the fight, and took from him both his elephants 
and the city of Antioch. 

^ 4. Demetrius, upon this defeat, retired into Cili- 
cia : but the child Antiochus sent ambassadors and 
an raistie to Jonathan, and made him his friend and 
confederate, and confirmed to him the high-priest- 
hood, and yielded up to him the four prefectures 
which had been added to Judea. Moreover, he 
sent him vessels and cups of gold, and a purple 
garment, and gave him leave to use them. lie aJso 
presented him with a golden button, and styled him 
one of his principal friends ; and appointed his 
brotiier Simon to be the general over the forces, 
from the Ladder of Tyre unto Eg}'pt So Jona- 
than was so pleased with these grants made him by 
Antiodius, that he sent Ambusadors to him and 
to Trypho, and professed himself to be their friend 
and confederate, and said he would join with him 
in a war against Demetrius, informing him that he 
had made no proper returns for the kindness he had 
done him ; for that when he had received many 
marks of kindness from him, when he stood in 
great need of them, he, for such good turns, had 
requited him with further mjuries. 

5. So Antiochus gave Jonathan leave to raise 
himself a numerous army out of Syria and Phoeni- 
cia, and to make war against Demetrius's generals ; 
whereupon he went in haste to the sevend cities, 
which received him splendidly indeed, but put no 
forces into his hands. And when he was come from 
thence to Askelon, the inhabitants of Askelon came 
and brought him presents, and met him in a splendid 
manner. He exhorted them, and every one of the 
cities of Celesyria, to forsake Demetrius, and to 
join with Antiodios, and in assisting him, to en- 
deavour to punish Demetrius for what offences he 
had been guilty of against themselves ; and told 
them there were many reasons for that their pro- 
cedure, if they had a mind so to do. And when he 
had persuaded those cities to promise their assist- 
ance to Antiochus, he came to Gaza, in order to in- 
duce them also to be friends to Antiochus ; but he 
found the inhabitants of Gaza much more alienated 
from him than he expected, for they had shut their 
gates against him ; and although they had deserted 
Demetrius, they had not resolved to join themselves 
to Antiochus. This provoked Jonathan to besiege 
them, and to harass tiieir country ; for as he set a 
part of his army round about Gaza itself, so with 
the rest he overran their land, and spoiled it, and 
burdened what was in it When the inhabitants 
of Gaza saw themselves in this state of affliction, 
and that no assistance came to them from Deme- 
trius, that what distressed them was at hsa^. but 
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what should profit them was still at a mat distance, 
and. it was uncertain whether it would come at all 
or not, they thought it would be prudent conduct 
to leave off any lon^r continuance with him, and 
to cultivate friendship with the other ; so they sent 
to Jonathan, and professed they would be his 
friends, and afford him assistance ; for such is the 
temper of men, that before they have had the trial 
of great afflictions, tliey do not understand what is 
for their advanta^ ; but when they find tiiemselves 
mider such afflictioniB, they then change their minds, 
and what had been better for them to have done 
before they had been at all damaged, they choose 
to do, but not till after they have suffered such 
damages. However, he made a league of friendship 
with uem, and toookfrom them hostages for their 
performance of it, and sent these hostages to Je- 
msalem, while he went himself over all the country, 
as far as Damascus. 

6. But when he heard that the f^enerals of De- 
metrius's forces were come to the city Cadesh with 
a numerous army (the place lies between the land 
of the Tyrians and Galilee), for they supposed they 
should hereby draw him out of Syria, in order to 
preserve Galilee, and that he would not overlook 
the Gralileans, who were his own people, when war 
was made upon them, he went to meet them, hav- 
ing left Simon in Judea, who raised as great an ar- 
my as he was able out of the country, and then sat 
down before Bethsuza, and besieged it, that being 
the strongest pUce in all Judea ; and a garrison of 
Demetrius*s kept it, as we have ahnady related. 
But as Simon was raising banks, and bringing his 
engines of war against Bethsura, and was very ear- 
nest about the siege of it, the garrison was afraid 
lest the place should be taken of Simon by force, 
and they put to the sword ; so they sent to Simon, 
and desuwd the security of his oath, that they should 
oome to no harm from him, and that they would 
leave the pUce, and go away to Demetrios. Accord- 
ingly, he gave them his'oath, and ejected them out 
of the city, and he put therein a garrison of his own. 

7. But Jonathan removed out of Galilee, and 
from the waters which are called Gennesar, for 
there he was before encamped, and came into the 
pUin that is called Asor, without knowing that the 
enemy was there. When therefore Demetrius's 
men knew a day beforehand that Jonathan waa 
coming against them, they lay in ambush in the 
mountain, who were to asHault him on the sudden, 
while thev themselves met him with an army in the 
plain ; which army when Jonathan saw ready to 
engage him, he also got ready his own soldiers for 
the battle as well as he was able. But those that 
were laid in ambush by Demetrius's generals being 
beliind them, the Jews were afraid lest they should 
be caught in the midst between two bodies, and pe- 
rish ; so they ran away in haste, and indeed all the 
rest, left Jonathan^ but a few that were in number 
about fifty, who staid with him, and with them 
Mattathias, the son of Absalom ; and Judas, the 
eon of Chapseus, who were comtftanders of the 
whole army. These marched boldly, and tike men 
desperate, against the enemy, and so pushed them, 
that by their courage they daunted them, and with 
Uieir weapons in their bands, they put them to 
flight And when those soldiers of Jonathan that 
bad retired^ saw the enemy giving way, they got 
together after their flight, and pursued them with 
great violence ; and this did they as far as Cadesh, 
where the camp of the enemy lay. 



8. Jonathan having thus gotten a gloriooa victory, 
and slain two thousand of the enemy, returned io 
Jerusalem. So when he saw that all his affairs 
prospered according to his mind, by the providence 
of God, he sent ambassadors to the Ronians, being 
desirous of renewing that friendship which their 
nation had with them formeriy. He enjoined the 
same ambasBadors, that, as they came back, they 
should go to the Spartans, and put them in mind 
of their friendshi p and kindred. So when the am- 
bassadors came to Rome, they went in to their se- 
nate, and said what they were commanded by Jo- 
nathan their high-priest to say, bow he had sent 
them to confirm their friendship. The senate then 
confirmed what had been formerly decreed con- 
cemiog their friendship with the Jews, and gave 
them letters to carry to all the kings of Asia and 
Europe, and to the governors of the cities, that they 
might safely conduct them to their own country. 
Accordingly, as they returned, they came to Sparta, 
and delivered the epistle which they had receiTed 
of Jonathan to them ; a copy of which here fol- 
lows : — " Jonathan the high-priest of the Jewish 
nation, and the senate, and body of the people of 
the Jews, to the ephori and senate, and body of the 
people of Uie Lacedemonians, send greeting. If 
you be well, and both your public and private af- 
fairs be agreeable to your mind, it is according to 
our wishes. We are well also. When in former 
times an epistle was brought to .Onias, who wss 
then our high-priest, from Areus, who at that time 
was your king, by Demoteles, concerning the kin- 
dred that was between us and you, a copy of which 
is here subjoined, we both joyfully received the 
epistle, and were well pleased with Demoteles and 
Arena, although we did not need such a demonstm- 
tion, because we were well satisfied about it from 
the sacred writings,* yet did not we think fit first 
to begin the claim of this relation to you, lest we 
should seem too early in taking to ourselves the 
glory which is now given us by you. It is a k>ng 
time since this relation of ours to you hath been 
renewed ; and when we, upon holy and festival 
days, offer sacrifices to* God, we pray to him for 
your preservation and victory. As to ourselves, 
although we have had many wars that have com- 
passed us around, by reason of the covetousness of 
our neighbours, yet did not we determine to be 
troublesome either to you or to others that were 
reUted to us ; but since we have now overoome 
our enemies, and have occasion to send Numenios, 
the son of Antiochus, and Antipater, the son of Ja- 
son, who are both honourable men belonging to oor 
senate, to the Romans, we gave them this epistle 
to you also, that they might renew that friendship 
which is between us. 'Vou will therefore do well 
yourselves to write to us, and send us an account 
of what you stand in need of from us, since we are 
in all things disposed to act according to your de- 
sures." So the Lacedemonians received the am* 
banaadom kindly, and made a decree for fnmMup 
and mutual assistance, and sent it to them. 
9. At this time there were thrse sects among the 

Jews, who had different opinions concerning hninsii 
actions ; the one was called the sect of the Pban- 
sees, another the sect of the Saddooees, and the other 
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the sect of the Essens. Now for the Pharisees,* 
Chey say that some actions, but not all, are the 
^vork of fate, and some of them are in onr own pow- 
er, and that they are liable to fate, bat are not 
caused by fate. But the sect of the Essens affirm, 
that late goirems all things, and that nothmg befals 
men but what is aeeording to its determination. 
And for the Sadducees, they take away fate, and 
oay there is no such thing, and that the events of 
Iraman afikirs are not at its disposal ; but they sup* 
pose that all our actions are in our power, so that 
we are ourselves the causes of what is good, and 
receive what is evil from oar own folly. However, 
I have given a more exact account of these opini- 
ons in the second book of the Jewish War. 

10. But now the generals of Demetrius being 
willing to recover the defeat they had had, gathered 
a greater army together than they had before, and 
came against Jonathan ; bat as soon as he was in- 
formed of their coming, be went suddenly to meet 
tiiem, to the country of Hamath, for he resolved to 
ffive them no opportunity of coming into Judea ; so 
he pitched his camp at fifty furlongs' distance from 
the enemy, and sent out spies to take a view of their 
camp, and after what manner they were encamped. 
When his spies had given him fuU information, and 
had seized upon some of them by night, who told 
him the enemy would soon attack him, he thus ap- 
prized beforehand, provided for his security, and 
placed watchmen beyond his camp, and kept sJl his 
forces armed all night ; and he gave them a charge 
to be of good courage, and to have their minds pre- 
pared to fight in the night-time, if they should be 
obliged so to do, lest their enemy's designs should 
seem concealed from them. But when Demetrius's 
commanders were informed that Jonathan knew 
what they intended, their counsels were disordered, 
and it alarmed them to find, that the enemy had 
discovered those their intentions ; nor did they ex- 
pect to overcome them any other way, now they 
had fiiiled in the snares they had laid for them ; 
for should they hazard an open battle, they did not 
think tiiey should be a match for Jonathan's army, 
so they resolved to fly : and having lighted many 
firefly that when the enemy saw them they might 
suppose they were there still, they retired. But 
when Jonathan came to give them battle in the 
morning in their camp, and found it deserted, and 
nnderRtood they were fled, he pursued them ; yet 
he could not overtake them, for they had already 
passed over the river Eleutherus, and were out of 
Ganger. So when Jonathan was returned thence, 
he went into Arabia, and fought against the Naba- 
teans, and drove away a great deal of their prey, 
and took [many] captives, and came to Damascus, 
and there sold off what he had taken. About the 



• Thew Unl npfpoM Jowphoa to eontradlet hhnMlflii hh Qam ■«*•. 
lal aeMania at ilw noitoMoT Um PhaiiMW, thb tun, and Uut cvlter 
««#>, which !• Um Iu|«*^ Of th« Wv, h. ^i oh. vlli. mcU 14 ; and that 
latar, Aaliq. h. xvlli. ch. L ant S; a* If ha HaBallnM nM thay Intn*. 
d«eaa an aUotaito fhtaUlj, and dcniad all bwdom of human action*, ti 
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Iraly ehaarve^ aamtiot that tha Pharlaaea wen bctwaan thalewniand 
■addneeae, and did eo Air ai>criU all to flUa or Dlvlna Provldenee, ae 
WM aenalaient wlihtha ftaednm of hnnaan aetioaa. Howtrar, thata- 
about Ihte or Provldanoe, aa oTer-ralinc all 
r thought thay were wtUing to exeuea their 



•■a !■ thia point might ba pnpagatad, aa i* vary i 
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tl yat atroaiAr baliaved tha powerfol latarpoaltloa of IMvina 

rtaridence. Sea ooDcemiog thla mattar a ramarkabia daaaa, Antki. h. 
Kelll.eh.sl.aaet.7. 



same time it was that Simon his brother went over' 
all Judea and Palestine, as far as Askelon, and for- 
tified the strong holds ; and when he had made 
them very strong, both in the edifices erected, and 
in the garrisons placed in them, he came to Joppa ; 
and when h^ had taken it, he brought a great gar* 
rison into it, for he heard that the people of Joppa 
were disposed to deliver up the city to Demetrius's 
generals. 

11. When Simon and Jonathan had finished 
these affairs, they returned to Jerasalem, where 
Jonathan gathered all the people together, and took 
counsel to restore the walls of Jerusalem, and to 
rebuild the wall that encompassed the temple, 
which had been thrown down, and to make the 
places adjoining stronger by very high towers ; and 
besides that, to build another wall in the midst of 
the city, in order to exclude the market-place from 
the garrison, which was in the citadel, and by that 
means to hinder them from any plenty of provisions ; 
and moreover, to make the fortresses that were in 
the country much stronger, and more defensible 
than they were before. And when these things 
were approved of by the multitude, as rightly pro* 
posed, Jonathan himself took care of the building 
that belonged to the dty, and sent Simon away to 
make the fortresses in the country more secure 
than formerly. But Demetrius passed over [£u» 
phnites], and came into Mesopotamia, as desirous 
to retain that country still, as well as Babylon ; 
and when he should have obtained the dominion of 
the upper provinces, to lay the foundation fot 
recovering of his entire kingdom ; for these Greeks 
and Macedonians that dwelt there, frequently sent 
ambassadors to him, and promised diat if he would 
come to them, they would deliver themselves up to 
him, and assist him in fighting against Arsaees.* 
the king of the Parthians. So he was elevated with 
these hopes, and came hastily to them, as having 
resolved that, if he had once overthrown the Par- 
thians, and gotten an army of his own, he would 
make war against Trypho, and eject him out of 
Syria ; and Sie people of that country received him 
with great alacrity. So he raised forces, with 
which he fought against Arsacee, and lost all his 
army ; and was himself taken alive, as we have 
elsewhere related. 



CHAPTER VI, 

HOW JOMATHAM WAS SLAIN BY TRKACHERY ; AND 
HOW THBRBUPON THB JEWS MADB SIMON THEIR 
GENERAL AND HIQH-PIIIBST : WHAT COURAOBOVS 
ACTIONS HE ALSO PBBFORMBD, BSPECIALLT AGAINST 
TBTPHO. 

$ 1. Now when Trypho knew what had befallen 
Demetrius, he was no longer firm to Antiochus, 
but contrived by subtilty to kill him, and then tako 
possession of his kingdom ; but the fear that he 
was in of Jonathan was an obstacle to this his de- 
sign, for Jonathan was a friend to Antiochus, for 
which cause he resolved first to take Jonathan out 
of the way, and then to set about his design relating 
to Antiochus ; but he judging it best to take him 

• The king, who WMof tha teinoaa laaa of Amaaa, la both here and I 
Jfac ziv. g, oallad t« tha flunlly-nanw Araaoeai but Appian aajr his 
proper name waa Pniaate*. He la here called by Joeepana the king of 
Uie ParUiianr, aa the Orecka need to call theni ; but by the elder author 
of the Firrt Maooabcea, the king of tha Pmian* and M«dea, according 
to the language of tha aaatennationa. 9aaAuth>nt.Bao.p«ftiL p. llOK. 
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off by deceit and treachenr, came Irom Antioch to 
Betbshan, which by the Ureeka is called Scympo* 
lis, at which place Jonathan met him with forty 
thousand choeen men, for he thought that he came 
to fight him ; but when he perceived that Jonathan 
was ready to fight, he attempted to ^n him by 
presents and kind treatment, and gare order to his 
otptains to obey him, and by these means was de- 
sirous to give assurance uf hi^ good-will, and to 
take away all suspicions out of his mind, that so he 
might make him careless and inconsiderate, and 
. might take him when he was unguarded. He also 
advised him to dismiss his army, because there was 
no occasion for bringing it with him, when there 
was no war, but all was in peace. However, he 
desired him to retain a few about him, and go with 
him to Ptolemais, for that he would deliver me city 
up to him, and would bring all the fortresses that 
were in the country under his dominion ; and he 
told him that he came with those very designs. 

2. Yet did not Jonathan suspect anything at all 
by this his management, but believed that Tiypho 
cave this advice out of kindness, and with a sincere 
desi^. Accordingly, he dismissed his army, and 
retamed no more than three thousand of them with 
him, and left two thousand in Galilee ; and he hun- 
self, with one thousand, came with Trypho to Pto- 
lemais ; but when the people of Ptolemais had shut 
their gates, as it had been commanded by Trypho 
to do, he took Jonathan alive, and dew all that 
were with him. He also sent soldiers against those 
two thousand that were left in Galilee, in order to 
destroy them : but those men havine h«u^ the re- 
port of what had happened to Jonathan, they pre- 
vented the execution, and before those that were 
lent by Trypho came, they covered themselves 
with their armour, and went away out of the coun- 
try. Now when those that were sent against them 
saw that they were ready to fight for their lives, 
they gave them no disturbance, but returned back 
to Trypho. 

3. But when the people of Jerusalem heard that 
Jonathan was taken, and that the soldiers who 
were with him were destroyed, they deplored his 
sad fate ; and there was earnest inquiry made 
about him by everybody, and a great and just fear 
fell upon them, and made them sad, lest now they 
were deprived of the courage and conduct of Jona- 
than, the nations about them should bear them ill- 
will ; and as they were before quiet on account of 
Joiiatlian, they should now rise up asainst them, 
and b V making war with them, should force them 
into the utmost dangers. And indeed what they 
suspected really befell them ; for when those na- 
tions heard of the death of Jonathan, they began to 
make war with tlie Jews as now destitute of a go- 
vernor ; Trypho himself got an army together, and 
had an intention to go np to Judea, and make war 
against its inhabitants. But when Simon saw that 
the people of Jerusalem were terrified at the cir- 
oumstances they were in, he desired to make a 
speech to them, and thereby to render them more 
reeoluto in opposing Trypho when he should come 
against them. He then called the people together 
into the temple, and thence began thus to encou- 
nge them : — ** O my countrymen, you are not ig- 
norant that our father, myself, and my brethren, 
have ventured to hazard our lives, and that wil- 
lingly, for the recovery of your liberty ; since I 
have therefore such plenty of examples before me, 
tad we of our family liave determmed with our- 



selves to die for our laws and our divine worship, 
there shall no terror be so great u to bamsh thu 
rssolntion irom our souls, nor to introduce in its 
place a love of life and a contempt of glory. Do 
you therefore follow me with alacrity whitherso- 
ever I shall lead you, as not destitute of such a 
captain as is willing to suffer, and to do the greatest 
thinsB for you ; for neither am I better than my 
brethren that I should be sparing of my own life, 
nor so far worse than they as to avoid and refuse 
what they thought the most honourable of all 
things, — I mean to undeigo death for your laws, 
and for that worship of God which is peculiar to 
you ; I will therefore give such proper demonstra- 
tions as will show that I am their own brother ; 
and I am so bold as to expect that I shall avenge 
their blood upon our enemies, and deliver you all, 
with your wives and children, from the injuries 
they intend against you, and, with God's assista n ce , 
to preserve your temple from destruction by them ; 
for I see that these nations have you in contempt 
as being without a governor, and that they thence 
are encouraged to make war against you." 

4. By this speech of Simon he inspired the mnl- 
titode with courage ; and as they had before been 
dispirited through fear, tliey were now raised to a 
good hope of better things, insomuch that the whole 
multitude of the people cried out all at once, that 
Simon should be leader ; and that instead of Judas 
and Jonathan his brethren, he should have govern- 
ment over them : and they promised that they 
would readily obey liim in whatsoever he should 
command them. So he got together immediately 
all his own soldiers that were fit for war, and made 
haste in rebuilding the walls of the city, and 
strengthening them by very high and strong towers, 
and sent a friend of his, one Jonathan, the son of 
Absalom, to Joppa, and gave him order to eject the 
inhabitanto out of the city, for he was afraid lest 
they should deliver up the city to Trypho ; but he 
himself staid to secure Jerusalem. 

5. But Trypho removed from Ptolemais with a 
great army, and came into Judea, and brought Jo- 
nathan with him in bonds. Simon also met him 
with his army at the city Adida, which is upon a 
hiU, and beneath it lie the plains of Judea. And 
when Trypho knew that Simon was by the Jews 
made their governor, he sent to him, and would 
have imposed upon him by deceit and treachery, 
and desired, if he would have his brother Jonathan 
released, that he would send him a hundred talento 
of silver, and two of Jonathan's sons as hostages, 
that when he shall be released, he may not make 
Judea revolt from the king ; for tliat at present he 
was kept in bonds on account of the money he had 
borrowed of the king, and now owed it to him. But 
Simon was aware of the craft of Trypho ; and al- 
though he knew that if he gave him the money be 
should lose it, and that Ti^pho would not set his 
brother free, and withal should deUver the sons of 
Jonathan to the enemy, yet because he was afraid 
that he should have a odumny raised against him 
among the multitude as the oause of his brother's 
death, if he neither save the money, nor sent Jona- 
than's sons, he gathered his army together, and 
told them what offers Trypho had ma& ; and ad- 
ded this, that the offers were ensnaring and trea- 
cherous, and yet that it was more eligible to send 
the money and Jonathan's sons, than to be liable 

I to the imputation of not complying with IVypho's 
offers, and thereby refusing to save his brother. 
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AeeordiDgly, Sinum sent the sodb of JooaUuui mnd 
the money ; but when Trypho had received them, 
he did not keep hk promise, nor set Jonathmn free, 
hat took hie army, and went about all the ooontry, 
veeolTed to go afterwards to Jenualem, by the way 
of Idnmea, while Simon went orer-against him 
with his army, and all along pitdied his camp orer- 
against his. 

6. Bat when those that were in the eitadel had 
■ent to Trypho, and beeooght him to make haste 
and eome to them, and to send them provisions, he 
prepared his cavaliy as though he would be at Je- 
msaiem that very night ; but so great a quantity 
of snow fell in thie ni^t, that it eoreied the roads, 
and made them so dwp, that there was no passing, 
especially for the cavalry. This hindeied him 
from ooming to Jerusalem ; whereupon Trypho re- 
moved thence, and came into Celesyria, and foiling 
▼ebemently upon the land of Gilead, he slew Jona- 
tiian tibere ; and when he had given order for his 
hurial, he returned himself to Antioch. However, 
Simon sent some to the city Basea to bring away 
his brother's bones, and buried them in their own 
«ty Modin ; and all the people made a great la- 
mentation over him. Simon also erected a very 
kr^ monnmeat for his father and bis brethren, of 
white and polished stone, and raised it a great 
height, and so as to be seen a long way off, and 
made cloisters about it, and set up pillars, which 
were of one stone apiece ; a work it was wonderful 
to sec Moreover, he built seven pyramids also 
for his parents and brethren, one for each of them, 
which were made vexy surprising, both for their 
largeness and beauty, and which have been pre* 
served to this day ; and we know that it was Simon 
who bestowed so much zeal about the burial of Jo- 
nathan, and the building of these monuments for 
his relations. Now Jonathan died when he had 
been high-priest four years,* and had been also the 
govemor of his nation. And these were the cir- 
eomstanoes that concerned lus death. 

7- But Simon, who was made high-priest by the 
mnltitude, on the very first year of his high-priest- 
hood, set his people free from their sUvery under 
the Macedonians, and permitted them to pay tri- 
bute to them no longer ; which liberty and freedom 
irom tribute they obtained, after a hundred and 
iOTeoty yearsf of the kingdom of the Assyrians, 
which was after Seleucus, who was called Nicator, 
got the dominion over Syria. Now the affection 
of the multitude towards Simon was so great, that 
hi their contracts one with another, and in their 
public records, they wrote, ** in the first year of 
Simon the bene&etor, and ethnarch of the Jews ;" 
for under him they were very happy, and overcame 

« Thar* to loaw error In Um oobIm hara, wh«i nn man thaa Ibw 

JMiB am aaorlkad to tha hicb.priM4hoed of JoMthaa. Wa kaow by 
OMphtufB UMt Jawith ehnnukity, AnUq. b. u. eh. x. ihM than wm 
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the enemies that were round about them ; for Si- 
mon overthrew the city Gaaara, and Joppa, and 
Jamnia. He also took the citadel of Jerusalem by 
siege, and cast it down to the ground, that it might 
not be any more a place of Vefuge to their enemies 
when they took it, to do them a mischief, as it had 
been till now. And when he had done this, ho 
thought it their best way, and most for their ad- 
vantage, to level the very mountain itself upon 
which Uie citadel happened to stand, that so the 
temple might be higher than it And indeed, when 
he had cafied the multitude to an assembly, he per- 
suaded them to have it so demolished, and this bv 
putting them in mind what miseries they had suf- 
fered by its garrison and the Jewish deserters ; and 
what miseries they might hereafter suffer in case 
any foreigner should obtain the kingdom, and put 
a garrison into that dtadel. This speech induced 
the multitude to a compliance, because he exhorted 
them to do nothing but what was for their own 
£ood : so they all set themselves to the work, and 
Mvelled the mountain, and in that work spent bodi 
day and night without intermission, which cost 
them three whole yesrs before it wss removed, and 
brought to an entire level with the plain of the rest 
of the city. After which the temple was the high- 
est of all the buildings, now the otadel, as well ss 
the mountain whereon it stood, were demolished. 
And these actions were thus peif onned under Simon. 



CHAPTER VII. 

HOW STMON OOIfFBDBRATBD HI1I8BLV WITH AlfTIO- 
CHUS PIUS, AND MADB WAE AGAINST TETPHO, AN0| 
A LITTLB APTBHWAEDS, AOAINBT 0BNDBDBD8, THB 
OBNBBAL OF ANTIOCUUS'S AUCT ; AS ALSO BOW 
SIMON WAS MURDBRBO BT BIB SOM-IN-LAW, PTOLB- 
MY, AND TBAT BT TEBACHBBT. 

§ 1. $Now a litUe while after Demetrius had been 
carried into captivity, Tirpho his governor destroy- 
ed Antiochus,^ the son of Alezanoer, who was also 
called The Chd^^ and this when he had reigned 
four years, though he gave it out that he died under 

« It moat here ba diUnntlj noted, thai Jaeenboa^ aopjoT tba Jnt 
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the hands of the surgeons. He thai sent his 
friends, and those that were most intimate with 
him, to the soldiersy and promised that he would 
give them a greftt deal of money if they wonld 
make him ki^. He intimated to them that De- 
metrins was made a captive by the Parthians ; and 
that Bemetrins's brother Antiochus, if he came to 
be kine, would do them a great deal of misdiief, in 
way of lerenge for revolting from his brother. So 
the soldierB, in expectation of the wealth they should 

Si by bestowing the kingdom upon Trypho, made 
m their ruler. However, when Trypho had 
gained the management of affairs, he demonstrated 
liisi disposition to be wicked ; for while he was a 
private person, he cultivated a familiarity, with the 
multitude, and pretended to great moderation, and 
BO drew them on artfully to whatsoever he pleased ; 
but when he had once taken the kingdom, he laid 
aside any further dissimulation, and was the true 
Trypho ; whieh behaviour made his enemies snpe- 
tiat to him ; for the soldiers hated him, and re- 
volted from him to Cleopatra, the wife of Deme- 
trius, who was then shut up in Seleueia with her 
ehikiren ; but as Antiochus, the brother of Deme- 
trius, who was called Soter, was not admitted by 
any of the dties, on account of Trypho, Cleopati-a 
tent to him, and invited him to marry her, and to 
take the kingdom. The reasons why she niade this 
invitatioD were these : That her friends persuaded 
her to it, and that she was afraid for herself, in 
ease some of the people of Seleueia should deliver 
up the city to Trypho. 

2. As Antiochus was now come to Seleueia, and 
his forces increased every day, he marched to fight 
Trypho ; and having beaten him in the battle, he 
ejected lum out of the Upper Syria into Phcenicia, 
«nd pursued him thither, and besieged him in Dora, 
whieh was a fortress hard to be taken, whither he 
had fled. He also sent ambassadors to Simon the 
Jewish high-priest, about a league of friendship and 
mutual assistance ; who readily accepted of the in- 
idtation, and sent to Antiochus great sums of money 
and provisions for thoee that besie^ Dora, and 
thereby supplied them very plentifully, so that for 
a little while he was looked upon as one of his most 
Intimate friends ; but still Trypho fled from Dora 
to Apamia, where he was taken during the siege, 
and put to death, when he had reigned three years. 

9. However, Antiochus forgot the kind assistance 
tiiat Simon had afforded him in his necessity, by 
reason of his covetous and wicked disposition, and 
committed an army of soldiers to his friend Cende- 
beus, and sent him at once to ravage Judea, and to 
seize Simon. When Simon heard of Antiochus's 
breaking his league with him, although he were 
now in years, yet, provoked with the unjust treat- 
ment he had met with from Antiochus, and taking 
a resolution brisker than his age could well bear, 
he went like a young man to act as general of his 
army. He also sent his sons before among the 
most hardy of his soldiers, and he himself marehed 
on with his army another way, and laid many of his 
men in ambushes in the narrow valleys between 
the mountains ; nor did he fail of success in any 
one of his attempts, but was too hard for his ene- 
mies in every one of them. So he led the rest of 
his life in peace, and did also himself make a league 
with the Romans. 

4. Now he was ruler of the Jews in all eight 
years ; but at a feast came to his end. It was 
caused by the treaoheiy of his soa-in-law Ptolemy, 



who caught also his wife, and two of his sons, and 
kept them in bonds. He also sent some to kill 
John the third son, whoee name was Hyrcanus : 
but the young man peroeiving them ooming, he 
avoided the ibnger he was in from them,* and 
made haste into the city [Jerusalem], as rely- 
ing on the good- will of the multitude, because of 
the benefits they had received from his father, and 
because of the hatred the same multitude bare to 
Ptolemy ; so that when Ptolemy was endeavouinig 
to enter the dty by another gate, they drove him 
away, as having already adiuitted Hyrcanus. 



CHAPTER VIIL 

HTRCARUS KECEIVBS THB HfOH-PRlXSTHCOD, A1I9 
BJBCn FTOLEMT OUY OF THB OOUNTRT. Aimo- 
CUU8 MAKXS WAK AGAINST HTBCANUS, AKD AF- 
TiBBWAEOS MAKES A LEAOmB WITH HIM. 

( 1. So Ptolemy retired to one of the fortressee 
that was above Jeridio, which was called Dagon.* 
But Hyrcanus having taken the high-priesthood 
thftt haid' been his father's before, and in the first 
pbkoe propitiated God by sacrifices, he then made 
an expedition against Ptolemy ; and when he made 
his attacks upon the pUoe, in other points he was 
too hard for him, but was rendered weaker than 
he, by the eommiseration he had for his mother 
and his brethren, and by that only ; for Ptolemy 
brought them upon the wall, and tormented them 
m sight of all, and threatened that he would throw 
them down heading, unless Hyrcanus would leave 
off the siege ; and as he thoueht that, so far as he 
relaxed to the siege and taking of the pUoe, so 
much favour did he show to those that were dear- 
est to him by preventing their misery, bis seal 
about it was cooled. However, his mother spread 
out her hands, and begged of him that he wonld 
not grow remiss on her account, but indulge his 
indignation bo much the more, and that he would 
do his utmost to take the phtoe quieklv, in order to 
get their enemy under his power, and then to avenge 
upon him what he had done to those tluU were 
dearest to himself ; for that death would be to her 
sweet, though with torment, if that enemy of tfaeiis 
might but be brought to punishment for his wieked 
dealings to them. Now when his mother said so, 
he resolved to take the fortress mnnediately ; but 
when he saw her beaten and torn to pieces, his 
courage failed him, and he could not but sympathise 
with what his mother suffered, and was thereby 
overcome ; and as the siege was drawn out into 
length by this means, that year on which the Jews 
use to rest, came on ; for the Jews observe this 
rest every seventh year, as they do every seventh 
day ; so that Ptolemy being for this cause released 
from Uie war,f he slew the bretliren of Hyrcanus 
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and Mb mother : and when he had so done, he fled 
to ZenOy who was called Gotylas, who was ^n the 
tyrant of the dty Philadelphia. 

2. Bat Antiodiiis being yeiy uneasy at the miae- 
lies that Simon had brought upon him, he invaded 
Jades in the fourth year of his reign, and the first 
year of the principality of Hyroanus, in the hmi- 
dred and sixty-eecond Olympiad.* And when he 
htkd burnt the eoantry, he shut up Hyreanus in the 
city, which he enoompaaeed round with seven en- 
campments ; but did nothing at the first, because 
of toe strength of the walls, and because of the 
valour of the besieged, although they were once in 
vant of water, which yet they were delivered from 
by a large shower of rain, which fell at the setting 
of the Preiades.t However, about the north part 
of the wall, where it happened the city was upon a 
level with the outward ground, the ^g raised a 
hundred towers of three stories high, and placed 
bodies of soldieffs upon them ; and as he made his 
attacks every day, he cut a double ditch, deep and 
hroad, and confined the inhabitants within it as 
within a wall ; but the beueged contrived to make 
frequent sallies out ; and if the enemy were not 
anywhere upon their guard, they fell upon them, 
and did them a great aetd of mischief ; and if they 
pereeived them, they then retired into the city with 
ease. But because Hyreanus discerned the ineon- 
venienoe of so ^reat a number of men in the city, 
while the provisions were the sooner spent by them, 
and yet, as is natsffal to suppose, those great num- 
bers did nothing, he separated the useless part, and 
exelnded them out of the city, and letained that 
part only who were in the flower of their age^ and 
fit for war. However, Antioehua would not let 
those that were excluded go away ; who, therefore, 
wandering about between the widls, and consuming 
away by famine, died miserably ; but when the 
feast of tabernacles was at hand, those that were 
within oommiseiated their condition, and received 
them in aoain. And when Hyreanus sent to Anti- 
ochns, ana desired there might be a truce for seven 
days, because of the festival, he gave way to this 
piety towards God, and made that truce accord- 
mgly ; and besides that, he sent in a magnificent 
sacnfice, balls with their horns gilded,]: with all 
sorts of sweet spices, and with cups of gold and 
silver. So those that were at tlie gates received 
the sacrifices from those that brought them and led 
them to the temple, Antioehus the meanwhile feast- 
ing his army, which was a quite different conduct 
from Antioehus Epiphanes, who, when he had taken 
the city, offered swine upon the altar, and sprinkled 
the temple with the brotnof their flesh, in order to 
violate the laws of the Jews, and the religion they 
derived from their forefathers ; for whicm reason 
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our nation made war with him, and would never 
be reconciled to him ; bat for this Antioehus, all 
men called him Antiockut tie Piout, for tiie great 
seal he had about religion. 

3. Accordingly, Hyreanus took this moderation 
of his kindly, and when he understood how religious 
he was towards the Deity, he sent an embassage to 
him, and deured that he wonld restore the settle- 
ments they received from their forefathers. So ho 
rejected the counsel of those that would have him 
utterly destroy the nation§ by reason of tiieir way 
of livmg, which was to others unsociable, and did 
not regard what they said. But being persuaded 
that aS they did was out of a reli^ous mind, he 
answered the ambassadors, that if the besieged 
would deliver up their arms, and pay tribute for 
Joppa, and the other cities which bordered upon 
Judea, and admit a garrison of his on these terms 
he would make ^war against them no longer. But 
the Jews, although uiey were content with the 
other conditions, did not agree to admit the garri- 
son, because they could not associate with other 
people, nor oonvetse with them ; vet were they 
wilhng, instead of the admissioa of the ganison, to 
give £m hostages, and five hundred takints of sil- 
ver ; of which they paid down three fanndred, and 
sent the hostages immediately, which king Antio- 
ehus aeoepted. One of those hostages was Hyrca^ 
nos's brother. But still he broke £)wn the fortifi- 
cations that encompassed the city. And upon 
these conditions Antioehus broke up the aiege, and 
departed. 

4. Bat Hyreanus opened the sepulchre of David, 
who exeelled all other kings in riches, and took out 
of it three thousand talents. He was also the first 
of the Jews that, relying on this wealth, maintained 
foreign troops. There was also a league of friend- 
ship and mataal assistance made between them , 
upon which Hyreanus admitted him into the city, 
and furnished him with whatsoever his army want- 
ed in great plenty, and with great generosity, and 
marched along with him when he made an expedi- 
tion against Uie Parthians, of which Nioolaus of 
Damascus is a witness for us ; who, in his history 
writes thus: — ^When Antioehus had erected a 
trophy at the river Lycuc, upon his conquest of 
Indates, the general of the Parthians, he staid there 
two days. It was the desire of Hyreanus the Jew, 
because it was such a festival derived to them from 
their forefathers, whereon the htw of the Jews did 
not allow them to travel.^ And truly he did not 
speak falsely in saying so ; for that festival, whidi 
we call PenUcottj did then fidl out to bo the next 
day to the Sabbath : nor is it lawful fior us to jour- 
ney, either on the Sabbath-day, or on a festival 
day.Q But when Antioehus jouied battle with Ar- 
sBoes, the kmg of Parthia, he lost a great part of 
hia army, and was himself slain ; and his brother 
Demetrius suooseded in the kingdom of Syria, by 
the permission of Arsaees, who freed him from his 
captivity at the same time that Aatiochas attacked 
Parthia, as we have formeriy related elBOwhere. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

HOW» APTKB THB DBATR OF ANTIOCHUB, HTRCANU8 
MADB AN BXPEDITION AGAINST STRIA, AND MADB 
A LBAOUB WITH THB ROMANS. CONCBRNINO TUB 
DBATH OF KINO DBMBTRIDS AND ALBXANDBR. 

I 1. But when Hyranus beard of the death of 
AntiochoBy he presently made an expedition against 
the cities of Syria, hoping to find them destitute of 
fighting men, and of audi as were able to defend 
them. Howerer, it was not till the sixth month 
tliat he took Medaba, and that not without the 
greatest distress of his army. Alter this he took 
SHmega, and the neighbouring plaoes, and, besides 
these, Shechem and Gerizzim, and the nation of 
tlie Cntheans, who dwelt at the temple which re- 
sembled that temple which was at Jerusalem, and 
which Alexander permitted Sanballat, the general 
of his army, to build for the sake of Manasseh, 
who was son-in-law to Jadua the high-priest, as we 
hare formerly related ; which temple was now de- 
serted two hundred years after it was built Hyr- 
eanua took also Dora and Mirissa, cities of Idumea, 
and snbdned all the Idumeans ; and permitted 
them to stay in that country, if ihey would eircum- 
dse their mnitals, and make use of the laws of the 
Jews ; and they were so desirous of living in the 
oountry of their forefathers, that they submitted to 
the use of cireumdsion,* and the rest of the Jewish 
ways of living ; at which time therefore this bef el 
them, that they were hereafter no other than Jews. 
2. But Hyrcanus the high-priest was desirous to 
renew the league of friendship they had with the 
Romans : accordingly he sent an embassage to 
them ; and when the senate had received their epis- 
tle, they made a league of friendship with them, 
after the manner following : — ** Fanius, the son of 
Marcus, the prntor, gathered the senate together 
on the eighth day before the Ides of February, in 
the senate-house, when Lucius Manlius, the son of 
Ludus, of the Mentine tribe, and Caius Sempronius, 
the son of Caius, of the Falemian tribe, were pre- 
sent. The occasion was, that the ambassadors sent 
bpr the people of the Jews,f Simon, the son of Do- 
ntheus, and Apollonius, the son of Alexander, and 
Diodorus the son of Jason, who were good and vir- 
tuous men, had somewhat to propose about thRt 
league of friendship and mutual assistance which 
snlMiated between tnem and the Rooians, and about 
other public a£Ekirs, who deaired that Joppa, and 
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the liavens, and Gazara, and the springs [of Jor- 
dan], and the several other dties sjid countries of 
theirs, which Antiochus had taken from them in 
the war, contrary to the decree of the senate, might 
be restored to them ; and that it might not be 
lawful for the king's troops to pass through their 
oountry, and the countries of those that are subteet 
to them : and that what attempts Antiochus hod 
made during that war, without the decree of the 
senate, might be made void : and that they would 
send ambaasadors, who should take care that resd- 
tution be made them of what Antiochus had taken 
firom them, and that they should make an estimate 
of the country that had been kiid waste in tlie war : 
and that thev would grant them letters of protec- 
tion to the kmgs and free people, in order to theur 
Suiet return home. It was therefore decreed as ti» ' 
lese points, to renew their league of friendship 
and mutual assistance with these good men, and 
who were sent by a good and friendly people." — 
But as to the letters desired, their answer wasi^ that 
the senate would consult about that matter when 
their own afikirs would give them leave, and that 
they would endeavour, for the time to come, that 
no like injury should be done them : and that their 
prsetor Fanius should give them money out of the 
public treasury to bear their expenses home. And 
thus did Fanius dismiss the Jewish ambassadon, 
and gave them money out of the public treasury ; 
and gave the decree of the senate to those that were 
to conduct them, and to take care that they should 
return home in safety. 

3. And thus stood the affairs of Hyrcanus the 
high-priest But as for king Demetrius, who had 
a mind to make war against Hyrcanus, there was 
no opportunitv nor room for it, while both the 
Syrians and the soldiers bare ill-will to him, be- 
cause he was an ill man. But when they had sent 
ambassadors to Ptolemy, who was called Physcon, 
tliat he would send them one of the family of Se- 
leucus, in order to take the kinsdom, and he sent 
them Alexander, who was called 2^bina, with an 
army, and there had been a battle between them, 
Demetrius was beaten in the fight, and fled to 
Cleopatra his wife, to Ptolemais; but his wife 
would not receive him. He went thence to Tyre, 
and was there caught ; and when he had suffered 
much from his enemies before his death, he was 
slain by them. So Alexander took the kingdom, 
and made a league with Hyrcanus. Yet, wImu he 
afterward fought with Antiochus the son of Deme- 
trius, who was called Grypus, he was also beaten in 
the fight, and slain. 



CHAPTER X. 

HOW, UPON THE QDAKBBL BBTWBBN ANTIOCHUS OET- 
PI7S AND ANTIOCHUS CYZICBNUS, ABOUT THB KINO- 
DOM, HYRCANUS TOOK SAMABIA, AND UTTBBLT 
DEMOLISHED IT ; AND HOW HTBCANVS JOINED 
HIMSELF TO THE SECT OP THB 8ADOVCBE8, AMD 
LEFT THAT OF THB PHABI8BES. 

$ 1. When Antiochus had taken the kingdom, he 
was afraid to make war against Judea, beeaose he 
heard that liis brother by the same mother, who 
was called Antiochus, was raising an army againsi 
him out of Cyzicum ; so he staid in his own land, 
and resolved to proparo himself for the attach he 
expected from his brother, who was eaUed Pysiee- 
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nuB, becauae he had been brought up in that city. 
He waa the aon of Antiochoa tluLt waa called Soter, 
who died in Parthia. He waa the brother of De- 
metrioa, the father of Grypua ; for it had ao hap- 
pened, that on4 and the same Cleopatra waa mar- 
ried to two who were brethren, aa we have related 
elsewhere. But Antioehua Cyzicenua coming into 
Sjiia, continued manj yeara at war with hia bro- 
ther. Now Hyreanna lived all thia while in peace ; 
for afler the death of Antioehua, he revolted from 
the Macedonians,* nor did he any longer pay 
them the leaat regard, either aa their subject or 
their friend, but his affairs were in a very improv- 
ing and flourishing eondition in the times of Alex- 
ander Zebina, and especially under these brethren, 
lor the war which they had with one another gave 
Hyrcanns the opportunity of enjoying himself in 
Judea quietly, insomuch that he got an immense 
quantity of money. However, when Antiochus Cy- 
zicenua distressed his land, he then openly showed 
what he meant And when he saw tlutt Antiochus 
waa destitute of Egyptian auxiliaries, and that both 
he and his brother were in an ill condition in the 
Rtruggles they had one with another, he despised 
them both. 

2. So be made an expedition againat Samaria, 
which waa a verv strong city ; of whose present 
name Sebaste, and its rebuilding by Herod, we shall 
^>eak at a proper time ; but he made his attack 
against it, and besieged it with a ^reat deal of pains ; 
for he was greatly displeased with the Samaritans 
for the injuries they had done to the people of Ma- 
riasa, a colony of &e Jews, and confederate wi^ 
them, and this in compliance to the kings of Syria. 
When he had therefore drawn a ditch, and built a 
double wall round the city, which was fourscore 
furlongs long, he set hia sons Antigonus and Aris- 
tohnlus over the siege ; which brought the Sama- 
ritans to that great distress by famine, that they 
were forced to eat what used not to be eaten, and 
to call for Antiochus Cyzioenus to help them, who 
came readily to their assistance, but was beaten by 
Ariatobnlna ; and when he was pursued aa far aa 
Seythopolia by the two brethren, he got away : so 
they returned to Samaria, and shut them again 
within the waU, till they were forced to send for 
the same Antiochus a second time to help them, 
who procared about six thousand men from Ptole- 
my Lathyrus, which were sent them without his 
mother's consent, who had then in a manner turned 
him out of his government With these Egyptians 
Antiochus did at first overrun and ravage the coun- 
try of Hyreanna after the manner of a robber, for 
he dnrat not meet him in the face to fight with him, 
as not having an army sufildent for that pur|x>8e, 
but onlv from thia suppoeal, that by thus haraiwing 
hia laud he should force Hyrcanus to raise the siege 
of Samaiia ; but because he fell into snares, and 
lost many of his soldiers therein, he went away to 
Tripoli, and committed the prosecution of the war 
againat the Jews to Callimander and Epicrates. 

3. But aa to Callimander, he attacked the enemy 
too raahly, and was put to flight, and destroyed im- 
mediately ; and as to Epicrates, he was such a lover 
of money, that he openly betrayed Scy thopolis, and 
other places near it, to the Jews ; but was not able 
to make them raise the siege of Samazia. And 



M wMm at tiM jmr im, that JB*tla, Id an ■§!«•. 
■Mat with Jotapbu*, Miya. *"th«pow«rof th* J«wt wm bow frown to 
pwt. ttec aAw tfil* Anttoehiu. Umj w<i«ld not btmr any MncMlunian 
nuf o«CT them ; and that ihajr Mrt ap a (oveimmvnt ot thcw tmn, and 
latei«d Sjrm wlu gimi wank " 



when Hyrcanus had taken the city, which waa not 
done till after a year's siege, he waa not contented 
with doing tliat only, but he demolished it entirely, 
and brought rivulets to it to drown it, for he dug 
such hollows as might let the waters run under it ; 
nay, he took away the very marks that there had 
ever been such a city there. Now a very surprising 
thing is related of tliis hish-priest Hyrcanus, hftw 
God came to diaconrse witti him : for they aay that 
on the very same day on which his sons fought with 
Antiochus Cyzicenus, he was alone in the temple, 
aa high -priest, offering incense, and heard a voice, 
that his sons had just then overcome Antiochus. 
And this he openly dechued before all the multitude 
on his coming out of the temple ; and it accord- 
ingly proved tnie ; and in this posture were the 
affairs of Hyrcanus. 

4. Now it liappened at tfiia time, that not only 
those Jews who were at Jerusalem and in Judea 
were in prosperity, but also those of them that were 
at Alexandria, and in Egypt, and Cvprus, for Cleo- 
patra the queen waa at variance withher son Ptole- 
my, who was called Lathyrua, and appointed for 
her generals, Chelcias and Ananiaa, the sons of that 
Onias who built the the temple in the prefecture of 
Heliopolis, like that at Jerusalem, as we have else- 
where related. Cleopatra intrusted these men with 
her army ; and did nothing without their advice, 
aa Strabo of Cappadocia attests, when he saitli thus : 
—*' Now the greater part, both those that came to 
Cyprus with ua, and those that were sent afterward 
thither, revolted to Ptolemy immediately ; only 
those that were called Onias's party, being Jews, 
continued faithful, because their countrymen Clicl- 
daa and Ananias were in chief favour witii the 
queen.*' These are the words of Strabo. 

5. However, this prosperous state of affairH moved 
the Jews to envy Hyreanna ; but they that wvi-e 
the worst disposed to him were the Pliari8i*es,t who 
are one of the sects of the Jews, as we have iiifuruied 
you already. These have ao great a [M>wer over 
the multitude, that when thev say any tiling against 
the king or aAatnat the higb-prieat, they are pre- 
sently believed. Now Hyrcanua was a disciple of 
theirs, and |p^eatlv beloved by them. And when 
he once invsted them to a feast, and entertained 
them very kindly, when he-gaw them in a good hu- 
mour, he b^gan to say to t)iem, that they knew he 
was desirous to be a righteous man, and to do all 
thinga wherebv he might pleaae God, which was the 
profession of the Pharisees alao. However, he de- 
sired, that if they observed him offending in any 
point, and going out of the right way, they would 
call him back and correct him. On which occaaiou 
they attested to hia being entirely virtuous ; with 
which commendation he waa well pleased ; but still 
there was one of his guests there, whose name waa 
Eleazar,:}; a man of an ill temper, and delighting in 

f Th« orifloal of th« Saddneaai, aa a oonsM«mbl« pnrtjr amana iha 
Je»s, being oontalacd In tbU aod tha two foUowi^ MOtloaa, laka Dtao 
rrldaaua'a not* upon thia their flnt public appaanuaao. whteh I aap- 
poM to hie tnia i-r* Hyraanaa," aan ha, " want ov«r to Um pan* of tM 
aadd itMw. that U, bj cmbnotna thdr doatrlM Malnal tha tnMtlttaaa ol 
th« eld«n, added to the wiittaa l*w, aod nada ot aqaal antharitywlth 
It, bat not their doetrlna afalnct tha rannaeUoa and a tatim alatai 
Ibr thia oanaoi ba iuppoaad asatnrt ao food and rtghtaeoa a nan aaiohn 
llTToanus U aaid to ba. It U moat probable, (hat at thta tlma tha SmW 
dooeaa bad gone no terther hi tha doottinaa of that aeet than to deny all 
their unKrlttan Iraditiona, whiah tha Phariaeca wv«« eo tmd otf for 
Jaaephua mautlOM no other diflbrenae at thbt tlma batwean Ihaan i aaU 
thar doaa ha my thai ilyrcanoa want ower to the dnddnaaaa te a«y othaa 
particular than In the abuUahing of all the traditionary *«-mt^itlimt a* 
tha Phartaiea, which our aaYlouraoodaaBaed aa wall aa tkmw," [At tha 
TMr loal 

t This ahuidcr, that aioaa frrni a Phartaae, ha-> limajmaMrnil bgr thatff 
aoeeeeMntha Babbiu to thaaa htlOT agaa ; far Dr. Hulaon aMuiaaua 
that Darid Gants. In htoChnmokor. S. Pr. p. 77. In Vontlual vciekw, 
relate* that Hyreaaui'i anoUMr was takan eapuve In Mount MadtnlK 
aM chap. xlli. mcU ^ 
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■editiouB practices. This man said, ** Since thou 
desirest to know the t^th, if thon wilt be righteous 
in earnest, lay down tlie high-priesthood, and con- 
tent thyself with the civil government of the peo- 
ple." And when he desired to know for what 
cause he ought to lay down tlie high-priesthood, 
tiie other replied, ''We have heard it from old 
men, that thy mother had been a captive under 
the reign of Antiochus Epiphanes.^' This story 
was faUe, and Hyrcanus was provoked against 
him ; and all the Pharisees had a very great in- 
dignation against him. 

6. Now there was one Jonathan, a very great 
friend of Hyrcanus, but of the sect of the Sadducees, 
whose notions are quite contrary to tlioee of tlie 
Pharisees. He told Hyrcanus that Eleazar had 
cast such a reproach upon him, according to the 
common sentiments of ail -the Pharisees, and that 
tliis would be made manifest if he would but ask 
him tlie question, Whataipunishment they tlionght 
this deserved 1 for thai^ he mieht depend npon it, 
that tlie reproach wa» net laid on him with their 
approbation, if they wero for punishing him as his 
crime deserved. So tlie- Pharisees made answer, 
that he deserved stripes and bonds ; but that it did 
not seem right to punish r^roaclies with deatli ; 
and indeed the Pharisees, even upon oUier occa- 
sionsy are not apt -to be severe in punishments. At 
this gentle sentence, Hyrcanus was very angry, 
and Uionght that this man reproached him by their 
approbation. It was tliis Jonathan who chiefly ir- 
ritated him, and influenced him so far, that he made 
himi leave the party of the Pharisees, and abolish 
the •deecees they liad imposed on the people, and 
punish >tbQse tliat observed tliem. From tliis souix»e 
arose, that hatred winch he and his sons met with 
from -the multitude : but of these matters we shall 
speak hereafter. What I wouki now explam is tiiis, 
tliat^tho Pharisees have delivered to the- people a 
ffreat many observances by succession from their 
latliers, which, aie not ivTitten in the law of Moses ; 
and for that reason it is that the Sadducees reject 
them, and say tliat we are to esteem those observ- 
ances to be obligatory which are in the written 
word, but are net.to observe what are derived from 
tlie tradition of .our forefatliers ; and conoeming 
these tilings it is that great disputes and differences 

' have arisen among them, while tlie Sadducees are 
able to persuade nonet kbut the rich, and have not 
tlie populace obsequious ito them, but tlie Pliarisees 
have tlie multitude of iheir side : but about these 
two sects, and that of tile Essens, I have treated 
accurately in the secondtbook of Jewish affairs. 

7. But when Hyrcatnfe had put an end to this 
■edition, he after that lived happily, and adminis- 
tered the government in the best manner for thir- 
ty-one years, and then died,* leaving behind liim 
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five sons. He was esteemed by God worthy ef the 
tliree privileges, — the government of his nation^ 
the dignity of the Irighr priesthood, ,and prophecy ; 
for God was wiih him, and enabled him to •know 
futurities-; and toforetel this in particular, that, 
as to his two eldest sons, he foretold that they 
would not long continue in the government oC pub- 
lic affairs ; whose unhappy catastrophe will be 
worth our descriptiooiy tliat we may thenoe* learn 
how very much they were inferior to theu«>lather*8 
happiness. 



CHAPTER XI. 

HOW ARTfiTOBULirS, WHEN HE HAD VAKEIf THE OO- 
' VSRNMBNT, FIRST OF ALL PUT ▲ DIADEITON HIS 
HEAD, AND WAS MOST BARBAROUSLT CRUEL TO HIS 
MOTHER AND HIS BRETHREN ; AND HOW, ^FTER 
HE HAD SLAIN ANTIQONUS, HE HIMSELF DIED. 

§ 1. Now'^hen their father Hyrcanus was dead, 
the eldest son Aristobulus, intending-to change the 
government into a kingdom, for so he resolved to 
do, first of all put a diadem on his head, four hun- 
dred and eighty one years and three months after 
the people had been delivered from the Babylonish 
slavery, and were returned to- theur own* country 
again. This Aristobulus loved his next brother 
Antigonus, and treated him as his equal ; but the 
others he held in bonds.' He also cast his mother 
into prison, because she disputed the government 
with him ; for Hyrcanus had left her to be mistress 
of all. He also proceeded to that degree of barbae 
rity, as to kilt her in prison with hwiger ;• nay, ho 
was alienated from his brother Antigonus by ca- 
lumnies, and added him to the rest whom he slew ; 
yet he seemed to have an affection for* htm, and 
made him above the rest.a partner with him in the 
kingdom. Those calumnies he at first did not give 
credit to, partly because he loved him, and so did 
not give heed to what was said against bim, and 
partly because he thought the reproaches were do- 
rived from the envy of the relators. But when 
Antigonus was once returned from the army, and 
that feast was then at hand when they m^ce taber- 
nacles to [the honour of] God, it liappened that 
Aristobulus was fallen sick, and that Antigonua 
went up most splendidly adorned, and .with his sol- 
diers about him in their armour to the temple to 
oeiebrate the feast, and to put upinaoy prayers for 
the recovery of his brother, when some wicked 
persons, who had a great mind to raise a differencs 
between tlie brethren, made use of this opportunity 
of the pompous appearance of Antigonus, and of 
the ereat actions which he had done, and went to 
aie king, and spitefully aggravated the pompous 
sliow of his at the fsasti and pretended that all tbese 
circumstances were not like those of a private per- 
son ; that these actions were indications of an affee- 
tation of royal authority ;- and that his oomme with 
a strong body of men must be with«n intentLn to 
kill htm ; and that his way of nasoning was this : 
That it was a silly thing in him, while it was in his 
power to reiffn himself, to look upon it as a great 
favour that he was honoured with a lowor dignity 
by his brother. 
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2. Aristobnhu yielded to these irapnUtions, but 
took owe both tlut hie brother should not suspect 
him, and th&t he himself might not run the haoard 
of his own safety ; so he ordered his guards to lie 
in % certain place that was underground^ and dark 
(he himself ehen lying sick in the tower which was 
called Antonia) ; and he commaBded them, that in 
case Antigonus came in to him unarmed, they 
should not touch any body, but if armed, they 
should kill him ; yet did he send to Antigonus, and 
desired that he would come unarmed: but the 
queen, and thoee that joined with her in the plot 
against Antigonus, persuaded the messenger to tell 
him the dbeet contrary: how his brother had 
heard that he had made himself a fine suit of ar- 
mour for war, and desired him to come to him in 
that armour, that he might see how fine it waa. So 
Antigonus, suspecting no treachery, but depending 
on the good-will of his brother, came to Aristobulus 
armed, as he used to be, with his entire armour, in 
mdertoahewitto lum; but ndwn he was come to a 
place which was called Strato*s Tower, where the 
pinntgwi happened to be exceeding dark, the guuds 
slew him ; which death demonstrates that nothing 
is stronger than envy and calumny, aad that no- 
thing does more certainly divide the good-will and 
natnral affections of men than those passions. But 
here one may take occaswn to wonder at one Ju- 
das, who was of the seet of the Essens, and who 
aever saissed the truth i|i his predietioaa ; for this 
man, when he saw Antigonus passing by the tem^ 
pie, cried to his oompanions and friends who -abode 
with him as his schoUrs, in order to ieam the art 
of fiwetelling things to eome,* ** That it was geed^ 
for him to die now, since be had spoken faMy 
aboat Aatigonus, who is still alive, mm! I see him 
passing by, althoagh he had foretold that he should 
die at the plaoe called Strato's Tower that very 
day, while yet the pbuse is six hundred furlongs 
off where lie had foretohl he shoold be slain ; and 
still this dav ia a great part of it already past, so 
thai he waa m danger of pMmng a lake prophet** 
As he was saying this, and that in a mehmcholy 
mood, the news came that Antigemas was slain in 
a pbMO un d ergr o nad, which itself was oaUed< also 
8tcato*s Tower, or of the same nsias with> that 
Gesaiea which is seated at the sea. This event 
put the pronhst into a fpisat diesrds B . 

3, Bat Aristobalas repented imnwdrntely of his 
shuigfater of his brother ; on which aoo e aa t his 



[ upon bim, aadhe was disturbed 
in his mind, upon the guilt of such wickedness, in- 
■omneh that ma entraiis were oocrupted by his in- 
toleraUe pain, and he Tomited Mood : at which 
time one of the sentaots that attsaded npea him, 
and waa carrying his blood away, did, by divine 
providence, as I caaaot hat su p pose, slip down and 
shed part of his blood at the very pUce whe^ there 
wets spots of Antigonus^s blood them slsln, still 
rrmahnsg ; and whoi there was a cry made by the 
spsotators, as if the servant had en parpoee shed 
the blood on that pbuse, Aristobalas heard it, aad 
uiquired what the mattsr was ; and as they did 
not answer him, he was the move earnest to know 
what it was, it being natural to men to sospect that 
what is thus concealed is very bad : so upon his 




threatening, and forcing them by terrors to speak, 
they at length told him the truth ; whereapoa hs 
shed many tears, ir. that dirarder of mind which 
arose from his conscionsnesb of what he had done^ 
and gave a deep groan, and said, *< I am not there- 
fore, I perceive, to be concealed from Giod, in the 
impious and horrid crimes I have been guilty of ; 
but a sudden punishment is ooming upon me for 
the shedding the blood of my relations. And aow 
O thou most impudent bodv of mine, how long wilt 
thou retain a soul that on^t to die, in order to ap» 
pease the ghost of my brother and my mother t 
Why doet thou not give it all up at once t And 
why do I deliver up my blood, drop by drop, to 
those whom I have so wickedly murdered 1" In 
saying which last words he died, havmg reigned a 
vear. He was called a lover of the Grecians ; and> 
bad conferred maa^ benefits on his own country, 
and made war sipaust Iturea, and added a great 
part of it to Jadea, and compiled the inhabitants, 
if they would continue in that country, to be eir* 
cumoised, and to live according to the J^wiifti lawSb 
He was naturally a man of* candour, aad of g^reat 
modesty, as Strabo bears witness in the name of 
Timagenee : who says thus : — *' This man was a 
persoaof candour, and very servioeable to the Jews, 
ter he added a countrv to them, and obtained a 
part of the nation of the Itureans fer them, and. 
bound them to them by the bond of the coeumci^- 
Bion.of.their.geaitala." 



CHAPTER XIL 
aaw Auoaioixa, wamn as bad laKSM thb «0'*- 

VBEMMBNT^ MADB AA BXPEMTISH AaAlNSmOLB- 

MAIS, Awn Tanv aAiasn the sisob, out of psabi 

OF PTOLEMY LATHTRUS ; AND HOW rrOtXHT HADB: 
WAB AOAINST Hllf, BBCAUSB HE HAD SBKT TO CLB^ 
OPaTRA TO PBBSUADB HBB TO KAKB WAS A«AlNSr 
PTOLBUT, AM> XBT PBBTBRDCD TO BE iM PRIBNO- 
SUIP WITH HIM, WHEN HB WBNl TO SEAT THE: 
JEWS 1.N UAZTLB. 

i h Whsn Aristebalus was dead, his wifoSaioms^ 
who, by the Greeks, was called Alexaadia, let his 
brethren out of pdsou (for AristobnlBS had kept 
them in bonds, as we have said already), and mads 
Alexander Jaanens king^ who was the superior ia 
age and in moderation. This child happened to be 
hated by his father«as soonas he was bom, and 
could never be petantted to esme into his fother^s 
sight till he died. The ocossioB of which hatred is 
thus reported : when Hyreaaas chiefly loved the 
two ^ • • - - - 

God ap 
quired 

Upon God's reprssenting to him the cesntenancs 
of Aiexahder, he was srieved that he was to bs 
the heir of all his goods, and safibred him to bs 
boought up in Gattlecf Howeveiv God did not4e- 
ceive Hyrcanus, for after ths^saOi of Aristoboltts, 
he sertainlv took the kinsdom ; aad oae of his 
brethren wnoaffeoted the kiagdom he skew ; snd 
the other who chose to live a private and quiet 
life^ he had in esteem. 



eldest of his sobs, Antigonus and Aristobuhis, 
appeared to hha in his sleep, of whom he in- 
ed which of his sons should be his soocessor. 
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2. When Alexander Janneus had settled the go- 
rernment in the manner that he judged best, he 
made an expedition against Ptolemais ; and having 
.overcome the men in hattle, he shut them up in 
the city, and sat roiud about it, and besieged it ; 
for of the maratime cities there remained only 
Ptolemais and Gaza to be conquered, besides Stra* 
to*8 Tower and Dora, which were held by the ty- 
rant Zoilus. Now while Antiochus Philometor, 
and Antiochus who was called Cyzicenns, were 
making war against one another, and destroying 
one another's armies, the people of Ptolemau could 
have no assistauce from them ; but when they were 
distressed with this seige, Zoilus, who possessed 
Strato's Tower and Dora, and mamtained a legion 
of soldiers, and, on occasion of the contest between 
the kingSy affected tyranny himself, came and 
brought some small assistance to the people of 
Ptolemais ; nor indeed had the king such a friend- 
ship for them as that they should hope for any advan- 
tage from them. But both those kings were in the 
ease of wrestling, who finding themselves deficient 
in strength, and yet bemg ashamed to yield, put 
off the fight by laziness, and by lying still as long 
as they can. The only hope they had remaining 
was from the kings of Egypt, and from Ptolemy 
Lathjrms, who now held Cyprus, and who came to 
Cyprus when he was driven from the government 
of Egypt by Cleopatra his mother : so the people 
of Ptolemais sent to this Ptolemy Lathyrus and 
desired him to come as as a confederate, to deliver 
them, now they were in such danger, out of the 
hands of Alexander. And ais the ambassador gave 
him hopes, that if he would pass over into Syria, 
be would have the people of Gaza on the side of 
those of Ptolemais ; as they also said that Zoilus, 
wd besides these the Sidonians and many others 
would assist them, so he was elevated at this, and 
got his fleet ready as soon as possible. 

3. But in this interval Demetrius, one that was 
of abilities to persuade men to do as he would have 
them, and a leader of tlie populace, made those of 
Ptolemais change their opinions ; and said to tliem, 
that it was better to run the hazard of being sub- 
ject to the Jews than to admit of evident slavery 
by delivering themselves up to a master ; and be- 
■ides that, to have not only a war at present, but to 
expect a much greater war from Egypt ; for that 
Cleopatra would not overlook an army raised by 
Ptolemy for himself out of the neighbourhood, but 
would come against them with a great army of her 
own, and this because she was labouring to eject 
her sou out of Cyprus also : that as for Ptolemy, if 
he fail of his hopes, he can still retire to Cyprus ; 
but that they will be left in the greatest danger 
possible. Now Ptolemy, although he had heard of 
the change that was msde in the people of Ptole- 
mais, yet did he still go on with his voyage, and 
came to the country called Sycamine, and there set 
his army on shore. This army of his, in the whole 
horse and foot together, were about thirty thousand, 
with which he marched near to Ptolemais, and 
there pitched his camp : but when the people of 
Ptolemais neither received his ambassadors nor 
would hear what they had to say, he was under a 
very great concern. 

4. But when Zoilus and the people of Gaza came 
to him, and desired his assistance, because their 
eoontry was laid waste by the Jews, and by Alex- 
ander — Alexander raised the siege, for fear of 
Ptolemy : and when he had drawn off his army 



into his own country, he used a stratagem after- 
wards, by privately inviting Cleopatra to come 
against Ptolemy, but publicly pretending to desire 
a league of friendship and mutual assistance with 
him ; and promising to give him four hundred ta- 
lents of silver, he desired that, by way of requital, 
he would take off Zoilus the tyrant, and give his 
country to the Jews. And then indeed Ptolemy, 
with nleasure made such a league of friendship widi 
Alexander aAd subdued Zoilus : but when he af- 
terwards heard that he had privily sent to Cleopa- 
tra his mother, he broke the league with him, which 
yet he had confirmed with an oath, and fell upon 
him, and besieged Ptolemais, because it would not 
receive him. However, leaving his generals, with 
some part of his forces, to go on witli the siege, he 
went himself immediately with the rest to lay Ju- 
dea waste : and when Alexander understood this 
to be Ptolemy's intention, he also got together 
about fifty thousand soldiers out of his own country ; 
nay, as some writers have said, eighty thousand.* 
He then took liis army, and went to meet Ptolemy ; 
but Ptolemy fell upon Asochis, a city of Galilee, 
and took it by force on the Sabbath-day, and there 
he took about ten thousand sbives, and a great deal 
of other prey. 

5. He then tried to take Sepphoris, whidi was a 
city not far from that which was destroyed, but 
lost many of his men ; yet did he then go to fight 
with Alexander. Alexander met him at the river 
Jordan, near a certain place called Saphoth [not far 
from the river Jordan], and pitched his camp near 
to the enemy. He had however eieht thousand in 
the first rank, which he styled Hecatontomachi, 
having shields of brass. — Those in the first rank of 
Ptolemy's soldiers also had shields covered with 
brass : but Ptolemy's soldiers in other respects 
were inferior to those of Alexander, and therefore 
were more fearful of running hazards ; but Philo- 
ste^lianus, the camp master, put great courage into 
them, and ordered them to pass the river, which 
was between their camps : nor did Alexander think 
fit to hinder their passage over it : for he thought 
that if the enemy liad once gotten tlie river on their 
back, that he should the easier take them prisoners, 
when they could not flee out of tlie battle : in the 
beginning of which, the acts on both sides with their 
hands, and with their alacrity, were aUke, and a 
great slaughter was made by both the armies ; but 
Alexander was superior, till Philosteplianus op- 
portunely brought up the auxiliaries, to help those 
tliat were giviug way ; but as tliere were no aux- 
iliaries to afford help to that part of the Jews that 
gave way, it fell out tluit they fled, and those near 
them did not assist them, but fled along with them. 
However, Ptolemy's soldiers acted quite otherwise ; 
for tliey followed the Jews, and killed them, till at 
at length those that slew them pursued after them 
when they had made them all run away, and slew 
them so long, tlmt tlieir weapons of uxm were blunt- 
ed, and their hands quite tired with the slaughter ; 
for the report was, that tldrty thousand men were 
tlien slain. Timagenes says, they were fifty thou- 
sand. As for tlie rest, they were part of them 
taken captives ; and the other part ran away to 
their own country, 

« From UieM, mmI other oeoMlonal •xpranloBS, dropiNd by JoMphtu* 
wtmay Icvn, that where the mend books of the Jews ware defletent, 
he had Mvenl other hir-torte* then extant (but now moat of them loet) 
which he falthAiUy folluwed In his own history; nur indeed havewvanj 
other noords o( those times rtlaUng to Judea, that can be oom|iand to 
thcae aeoDoots uT Josephus ; though, when we do meet with authentle 
fhitfnieDUof sueh orifinal records, tliey must aiwavseonflnn his history 
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6. After this victory, Ptolemy overran all the 
oonntry ; and when night came on, he abode in 
certain villages of Judea, which when he foand full 
of women and children, he commanded his soldiers 
to strangle them, and to cut them in pieces, and 
then to cast them into boiling caldrons, and then to 
devour their limbs as sacrifices. Tliis command- 
ment was given, that such as fled from the battle, 
and came to them, might suppose their enemies 
were cannibals, and eat men's flesh, and might on 
that account be still more terrified at them upon 
sach a sight And both Strabo and Nieholaus [of 
Damascus] afBrm, that they used tliese people after 
this manner, as I liave abwady related, rtolemy 
also took Ptolemus by force, as we have declared 
elsewhere. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

now ALKXANOER, UPON THE LEAGUE OP MUTUAL DE- 
FENCE WHICH CLEOPATRA HAD AGREED WITH HIM, 
MADE AN KXPEDITION AGAINST CELBSYRIA, AND 
UTTERLY OVERTHREW THE CITY OP GAZA ; AND 
BOW HE SLEW MANY TEN THOUSANDS OP JEWS 
THAT HAD REBELLED AGAINST HIM ; ALSO CON- 
CERNING ANTIOCHUS GRTPUS, SELKUCUS, ANTI0CHU8 
CTZ1CXNU8, AND ANTIOCHUS PIUS, AND OTHERS. 

S 1 . When Cleopatra saw that her son was grown 
great, and laid Judea waste without disturbance, 
and had gotten the city of Graza under his power, 
she resolved no longer to overlook what he did, 
when he was almost at her gates ; and she conclud- 
ed that, now he was so much stronger than before, 
lie would be very desirous of the dominion over the 
Egyptians; but she immediately marched against 
him, with a fleet at sea and an army of foot on land, 
and made Chelcias and Ananias, the Jews, generals 
of her whole anny, while she sent the greatest part 
of her riches, her grandchildren, and her testament, 
to the people of C^.* Cleopatra also ordered her 
son Alexander to sail with a great fleet to Phoeni- 
cia : and when that country had revolted, she came 
to Ptolemais ; and because the people of Ptolemais 
did not receive her, she besieged the city ; but 
Ptolemy went out of Syria, and made haste unto 
Egypt, supposing that he should find it destitute of 
an army, and toon take it, though he failed of 
his hopes. At this time Chelcias, one of Cleopa- 
tra's generals, happened to die in Celesyria, as he 
was in pursuit of Ptolemy. 

2. When Cleopatra heard of her son's attempt, 
and that his Egyptian expedition did not succeed 
according to his expectations, she sent thither part 
of her army, and drove him out of that country ; so 
when he was returned out of Egypt again, he abode 
during the winter at Gaza, in which time Cleopatra 
look the garrison that was in Ptolemais by siege, 
as well as the city ; and when Alexander came to 
her, he gave her presents, and such marks of re- 
spect as were but proper, since, under the miseries 
he endured bv Ptolemy, he had no other refuge but 
her. Now there were some of her friends who 
persuaded her to seize Alexander, and to overrun 
and take possession of the country, not to sit still 
and see such a multitude of brave Jews subject to 

•nk«ltf,orklMMl,Co«,toBetUia»mnotot«land In th« Efaui 8«, 

kaiOQi for Um Mrth oTUm gem* Uippi«ntM, but a city or Isluul of Om 

•a^ arnm* adMiilng tn T.gjp*^ mcuUoued both by Httpbatiaa and Pto. 

„m1>r. tfiMiMB luAiim* u*. Uf which Cm, awl tho trMnina then 

«p by Oiapaiwt ««d th« Jews, w* AnUq, b. jUv. ch. vii. m«u f. 



a^i 



one man ; but Ananias's counsel was oontrary to 
theirs, who said that she would do an unjust action if ' 
she deprived a man that was her ally of that au- 
thority which belonged to him, and this a man who 
is related to us ; ^ for (said he) I would not have 
thee ignorant of this, tliat wliat injustice thou dost 
to him will make all us that are Jews to be thine 
enemies." This desire of Ananias, Cleopatra com- 
plied with ; and did no injury to Alexander, but 
made a league of mutual assistance with him a» 
Scythopolis, a city of Celesyria. 

3. So when Alexander was delivered from tlie 
fear he was in of Ptolemy, he presently made an 
expedition against Celesyria. He also took Gadara, 
after a siege of ten months. He took also Ama- 
thus, a very strong fortress belonging to the inha- 
bitante above JorcUtn, where Theodoras, Uie son of 
Zeno, had his chief treasure, and what he esteemed 
most precious. This Zeno fell unexpectedly upon 
the Jews, and slew ten thousand of them, and seiz- 
ed upon Alexander's baggage : yet did not this 
misfortune terrify Alexander ; but he made an ex- 
pedition upon the maritime parte of tiie country, 
Raphia and Anthedon (the name of which kinr 
Heix>d afterwards changed to Agrippias,) and took 
even that by force. But when Alexander saw that 
Ptolemy was retired from Gaza to Cyprus, and his 
motlier Cleopatra was returned to £g}'pt, he srew 
angry at the people of Gaza, because they had in- 
vited Ptolemy to assist them, and besieged their 
city, and ravaged their country. But as Apollo- 
dotus, the general of the army of Gaza, fell upon 
the camp of the Jews by night, witli two thousand 
foreign, and ten tliousand of his own forces, while 
tlie night lasted, those of Gaza prevailed, because 
the enemy was made to believe that it was Ptolemy 
who attacked them ; but when day was come on, 
and that mistake was corrected, and the Jews knew 
the truth of the matter, they came back again and 
fell upon those of Gaza, and slew of them about a 
thousand. But as those of Gaza stoutly resisted 
them, and would not yield for either their want of any 
thing, nor for the great multitude that were slain 
(for they would rather sufier any hardship what- 
ever, than come under the power of their enemies), 
Aretas, king of the Arabians, a person then very 
illustrious, encouraged them to go on with ahicrity, 
and promised tliem tliat he would come to their as^ 
sistance ; but it liappened that, before he came, 
ApoUodotus was slain ; for his brother Lysimachusy 
envying him for the great reputation he had gained 
among the citizens, slew him, and got the army 
togetlier, and delivered up the city to Alexander ; 
wlio, when he came in at first, lay quiet, but after- 
wards set his army upon the inhabitanto of Gaza, 
and gave them leave to punish them ; so some went 
one way, and some went another, and slew the in- 
habitanto of Gaza ; yet were not they of cowardljr 
hearte, but opposed them that came to siay tliem, 
and slew as many of the Jews ; and some of them, 
when they saw themselves deserted, burnt their 
own houses, that the enemy might get none of their 
spoils : nay, some of them, with Uieir own hands, 
slew their children and their wives, having no other 
way but this of avoiding slavery for them ; but the 
senators, who were in all five hundred, fled to 
Apollo's temple (for this attack happened to be 
made as they were sitting), whom Alexander slew ; 
and when he had utterly overthrown their city he 
returned to Jerusalem, having spent a year in that 
siege. 
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4. AbouithiA very time Antioehvs, who wbb call- 
ed Giypw, died.* His death was caused by Her- 
aeleo&'s treachery, when he had lived forty-five 
veam» and had rei|pied tweBty-iiine.t His eon Se- 
Uuciis SQCoeeded him in the kingdom, and made 
war with Antioehiis, his father's toother, who was 
called Antiechus Cyzioenus, and beat him, and took 
him prisoner, and slew him ; bnt after a while An- 
tioehus,; the son of Cysicenns, who was eaUed Pins, 
oame to Axadus^ and pat the diadem on his own 
bead, and made war with Sefeoeas, and beat him, 
and drove him oat of all Syria. But when he fled 
oat ef Syria, he same to Mopsnestia again, and le- 
vied money npam them ; bnt the people of Mopsn- 
estia had mdignation at what he did, and burnt ^wn 
his palace, aiui slew him, toge^er with his friends. 
But when Antiochns, the son of Cyziosnas, waa 
king of Syria, Antioehas,| the brother of Sdeueos, 
made war upon him, and was overcosae, and des- 
troyed, he and his army. After him, his brother 
Philip put on the diadem, and reigned over some 
part of Syria ; but Ptolemy Lathyrus sent for his 
fourth brother Demetrius, who was called Eueer- 
ous, from Gnidns, and made him king of Damascus. 
Bodi these brothers did Antioehua vehemently op- 
pose, but presently died ; for when he was come 
as an anxiliary to Laodioe, queen of the Oileadites,0 
when she was making war against the Parthians, 
and he was fighting courageously, he fell, while De- 
metrius and Philip govenied Syria, as hath been 
elsewhere related. 

5. As to Alexander, his own people wen seditious 
against him ; for at a festival which was then oele- 
bxated, when he stood upon the altar, and was going 
to sacrifice, the nation rose upon him and pelted him 
with citrons [which they then had in their hands, 
because] the law of the Jews required, that at the 
least of tabernacles every one should have branches 
of palm-tree and citron-tree ; which thing we have 
elsewhere related. They also reviled him, as de- 
rived from a captive,^ and so unworthy of his dig- 
nity and of sacrificing. At this he was in a rase, 
and slew of them about six thousand. He alao 
built a partition-wall of wood round the altar and 
the temple, as ^n: as that partition within which it 
waa only lawful for the priests to enter ; and by 
this means he obstructed the multitude from coming 
at him. He also maintained foreigners of PisidisB 
and Cilieia ; for as to the Syrians, he was at war 
with them, and so made no use of them. He also 
overcame the Arabians ; sueh as the Moabites and 
Gil e adi t es , and made them bring tribute. More- 
over, he demolished Araathus, while Theodoras** 
durst not ficht with him ; but as he had joined 
battle with Obedas> king of the Arabians, and fell 

• This •oooont oT th* death of Antloohns Gryima la oanflnaad hr 
AK>taii,4]rflatt.ikiaa^b«««ltodby0panhH]B. ' 

1 Porphyry inra thai thU AatiMhaa Qiypoa TC%Md bv* tMatf .^s 
fnn. aa Dr. Hndaoo ob«ar*««. 

inaoooisaar JoatDhaa,bothOraakaiid |«cla, bavaharaaogrMalr 
fklM a ntdlng, AaUoch«a and Anloaloaa. or ▲ntoninius Ploi. fcr ▲■> 
tloahaa Plua^ that ftba •dhora art fereed to om ' ' ^ 
BthntthUUse^i 
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aOkarhlatortawi whoaU 
than AnUochua Plua. 

I Than t«* tarothan, AnHaehva and Phlllppw, art oalM Imhu by 
Pocphjrry I tha fimrth brothw waa klof of Daaaaaaiii. Both whUL aca 
tha obaarraiioiu of Spaohdm. 

I ThU LaMlfam waa a eity af Ollaad, barood Jofdaa. Howawr, Par. 
•hyiy My*, that Ihla Anilochna Plus did nut dia In thia batUe : bu^ 
tmmmiag away, wm» dfownad In iha river Ormi taa. A pplan aaya, that ha 
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erthaUagdamorSyrlabyTicnaaa; but Pocphynr makca 
quaan oT tha OkL.inanai all whkeh ta notad by S|MUihclm. 



a aaah aaa H wioa i4 tha latar hiatoitami, w« hava no raaaon to ptafcr 



any of tham beftira Jaaephua, who bad niora original oiwa bafora him. 

4' Thia fapraaeh upon Alaxao'Vr, tiiat ha waa spruoK ttmn a captive, 
Mrnw M*ly Iha rapatttien of thaoU Phariaaiod aahimny i«aa hii fathar, 
ahap. ». ieet. &. -^ -w , 

'* ThU Thaadarw wa» tha aaa af Zmo^ and waa bi pomalon of Ama. 
Ib(i% aa w« karti Ihn wat. «fef«r'>in|. 



into an ambush in the places that were rugged and 
difficult to be travelled over, he was thrown down 
into a deep valley, by the multitude of the camels 
at Gradara, a village of Gilead, and hardly escaped 
with his life. From thence he fled to Jerusalem, 
whwe, besides his other iU suoeess^ the nation in- 
sulted him, and he fought against them for six 
yean, and slew no fewer than fifty thousand of 
them ; and when he desired that they would desist 
from tiieir iU-will to him, they hated him so much 
the Bore> on account of wliat had aheady happen- 
ed ; and when he had asked them what he ought to 
de» they all cried out, that he ought to kill himself. 
They also sent to Demetrius Eucerus, and desired 
him to make a league of mutual de&oee with them. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

HOW DBMBTBIUS SUCBRUS OVEBCAKB ALBXANDSR, 
AND TBT, fN A LITTLB TIMB, BETIBBO OCTT OF THB 
COUNTRY FOa FBAA OP THB JBWS ; AS ALSO HOW ' 
ALBXANDEB SLBW MANT OF THB JBWS, AND THB&B- 
BT GOT CLBAB OF ALL HIS TBOUBLBS. CONCBBN- 
IXO THB DBATH OF DBMBTBIUS. 

§ 1. So Demetrius came with an army, and took 
those that invited him, and pitched his camp near 
the eity Shechem ; upon which Alexander with his 
six thousand two hundred mercenaries, and about 
twenty thousand Jews, who were of his party, went 
against Demetrius, who had three thousand horse- 
men, and forty thousand footmen. Now there were 
great end^vours used on both sides, — Demetrius 
trying to bring off the mercenaries that were with 
Alexander, because they were Greeks ; and Alex- 
ander tried to bring off the Jews that were with 
Demetrius. However, when neither of them could 
persuade them so to do, they came to a battle, and 
Demetrius was the conqueror ; in which all Alex- 
ander's mercenaries were killed, when they had 
given demonstration of their fidelity and coursffe. 
A great number of Demetrius's soldiers were sLo 
shun. 

2. Now as Alexander fled to the mountains, six 
thousand of the- Jews hereupon came together 
[from Demetrius] to him out of pity at the diange 
of his fortune ; upon which Demetrius was afraid, 
and retired out of the country ; after which the 
Jews fought against Alexander, and being beaten, 
were slain in great numbers in the several battles 
which they had ; and when he had shut up the 
most powerful of them in the dty Bethome, he be- 
sieged them therein ; and when he had taken Uie 
city, and gotten the men into his power, he brought 
them to Jerusalem, and did one of the most barba- 
rous aotions in the world to them ; for as he was 
feasting with his concubines, in the sight of idl the 
city, he ordered about eight hundred of them to be 
crucified ; and while they were living, he ordered 
the throats of their children and wives to be cut 
before their eyes. This was indeed by way of re- 
venge for the injuries they had done him ; which 
punishment yet was of an inhuman nature, though 
we suppose that he had been ever so much distress- 
ed, as mdeed he had been, by his wars with them, 
for he had by their means come to the last degree 
of hazard, both of his life and of his kingdom, while 
the^ were not satisfied by themselves only to fl^t 
against him, but introduced foreigners also for the 
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aune purpoee ; nay, at lenffth tliey reduced him to 
tiiat degree of .necessity, tliat lie was forced to de- 
liver bMk to iliA king of Arabia the land of Moab 
and Gilead, wl>ieh he had subdued, and the pUces 
that were in them, that they might not joiu with 
them in the war against him, as they liad done ten 
thousand other things that tended to affront and re- 
proach him. However, this barbarity seems to 
tiave been without any necessity, on which account 
lie bare the name of a Thracian among the Jews ;* 
whereupon the soldieiv Uiat Iiad fought against him, 
bein^ about eight thousand in numbei*, ran away 
oy night, and continued fugitives all the time tliat 
Alexander lived ; who being now freed from any 
further disturbance from tliem, reigned the rest of 
his time in tlie utmost ti*anquillity. 

3. But when Demetrius was departed out of Ju- 
dea, he went to Berea, and besieged Itis brotlier 
PhUip> having with him ten thousand footmen, 
and a thousand horsemen. However, Strato, the 
tyrant of Berea, the confederate of . Philip, called 
in Zizon the ruler of the Arabian tribes, and Mith- 
ridates Sinax, the ruler of the Parthians, who com- 
ing with a great number of forces, and besieging 
Demetriua in his encampment, into which they liad 
driven him with their arrows, they compelled tliose 
that were with him, by thirst, to. deliver up 
themselves. So tliey took a great many spoils out 
of that country, and JDemetrius himself, whom they 
sent to Mitliridates, who was tlien king of Parthia ; 
but as to tliose whom they took captives of the peo- 
ple of Antioch, they restored Uiem to the Autio- 
chians without anv reward. Now Mithridates, tlie 
king of Parthia, luid Demetrius in gi'eat honour, 
till Demetrius ended his life by sickness. So Phi- 
lip, presently after the fight was over, came to An- 
tiocby axkd took it, and reigned over Syria. 



CHAPTER XV. 
BOW ijrriocHus, wao was called diontsius, and 

AFTS& HIM.A&ETAS, MADE EXPEDITIONS INTO- JU- 
DEA ; AS ALSO HOW ALEXANDER TOOK MANY CI- 
TIBSy AND THEN RETURNED TO JERUSALEM, AND 
AFTER A SICKNESS OF THREE TEARS^ DIED ; AND 
WHAT COUNSEL BE GAVE TO ALEXANDRA. 

( 1. After this, Antiochus, who was called Diony- 
aioBtf and was Philip's brother, aspired to the do*, 
minion^ and came to Damascus, and got the power 
into his bands, and tliere he reigned ; but as he 
was nutking war against tlie Arabuuis, his brother 
Philip heard of it, and came to Damascus, where 
Milesitts, who had been left governor of tlie citadel, 
and the Damascens themselves, delivered up tlie 
city to him ; yet because Philip was become un- 
grateful to him, and had bestowed upon him no- 
thing of tliat in hopes whereof he liad received him 
into the dty, bat nad a mind to have it believed 
that it was rather delivered up out of fear than by 
the kindness of Milesius, and because he had not 
rewarded him as he ought to have done, he became 
suspected by him, and so he was obliged to leave 
Damascus again ; for Milesius caught him march- 

* Ikb iiMMTbrMMa,«klch tiM jMTfl t»v« Atnaadn-, miHl, by t1»« 
wtaPaK*, dMMM M kmrhmmu a$ m J% rmn a m , orMWMwbst UfccUt but 
mbml b pcojparij rigpHlad la not known. 
tSpMilMm |uIm7m»iIm, tlMt ikia Anttoehiu DkmTriiu [Om broibw 

i^aiMl of DeoMMiu Eoomu, and af two othMsJ wm the flftb 

• OiTiAUi ud ihM btk •UrM on Um eoiBi*«Aati». 
, DliMijsiw.'* 



ihi^. 



iiig out of the. Hippodrome, and shut liim up in it, 
and kept Damascus for Antiochus [Eucerus], who, 
hearing how Philip's affairs stood, came back out ot 
Arabia. He also came immediately, and made an 
expedition against Judea, witli eight thousand ann- 
ed footmen, and eight hundred horsemen. So 
Alexander, out of fear of his coming, dug a deep 
ditch, beginning at Chabarzaba, which is now call- 
ed AjQtipatris, to the Sea of Joppa, on which part 
only his army could be brought againqt him. He 
also raised a wall, and erected woc^en towers, and 
intermediate redoubts, for one hundred and fifty 
furlongs in length, and. there expected tha coming 
of Antiochus ; but he soon burnt them all, and 
made his army pass by that way into Arabia, The 
Arabian king [AretasJ at first retreated^ but after- 
ward appeared on the sudden with ten thousand 
horsemen. Antiochus gave them the meeting, and 
fought desperately ; and indeed when he had, got- 
ten the victory, and was bringing some auxiliaries to 
that part of his army that was in distress, h^.was 
slain. When Antiochus was fallen, hia army fled 
to the village Cana, where the greatest part of them 
perislied by famine. 

2« After him:^ Aretas reigned over Celesyriik 
being called to the government by tliose that held 
Damascus, by reason of the hatred they bare to 
Ptolemy Mennens. He also made thence an ex* 
pedition against Judea, and beat Alexander in bat* 
tie, near a place caUed Adida ; yet did he, updh. 
certain conditions agreed on between them» retire 
out of Judea. 

3. But Alexander marched agaiQ to th^ eity 
Dios, and took it, and. then made an expedition 
against Essa, where was the best part of Zeno's 
treasures, and there he encompassed the place with 
three walls ; and when he lutd taken the city by 
fighting, he marched to Gohur and Seleuda ; and 
when he had taken these cities, he, besides them» 
took that valley whidi is called The Valley o/Anr 
tiochus, as also the fortress of Gamala. He also 
aoeused Demetrius, who was governor of thoae 
places, of many crimes, and turned him out ; and 
after he had spent three years in this war, he re* 
turned to his own country ; when the Jews joyfuUly 
received him upon tliis his good success. 

4. Now at this time the Jews were in poflsessiom 
of the iSpllowing cities thfit had belonged to the Sy- 
rians, and Idumeans, and Phoenicians : At the sea- 
side, Strato's %ower, Appbllonia, Joppo, Jamnja, 
Ashdod^ Gaza, Anthedon, Haphia, and^jLhhioeolura; 
in the middle of the country, near to Idum^ Ado- 
ra, and Marissa; near the country of. Samfuria, 
Mount Carmel, and Mount Tabor, ScythppoUs, and 
Gadara ; of tlie country of the Gaulonites, Seleucia* 
and Gabfda ; in the country of Moab, HediboD, ana 
Medaba, Lemba, and Oronas, Gelithpn, Zara, the 
valley of the Cilices, and Pella ; which last they 
utterly destroyed, because its inhabitants would not 
bear to change their religious rites ^r those pecu- 
liar to the Jews.$ The Jews also possessed othen 

t Thto Arctu WM the isist k)ng of ib« ArnbiMu Kke took Dmimwm, 
and ralfnod tbon ; which nnnw beouM «f|«cwijnU oommoa to aiioli 
ArmUut UafB, both m Petmand •»]>Mna«einf m w* !■«» turn Joo*. 
phuiinnuuiirplaoHi nffdlkoinSt. FMiJ,aOor. si. at. SMthoaoCaoa 
ADtiq. b. XTI. eb. U. MOt. 4. 

I WemayhwenndolMwhtntalttBotiea, Utat whatertr oonntriM or 
citiM Uu Aaamonaaos oooqiwrad ftoni any of tho aolghbouiiBg nattona, 
or whatevar oountriaa or etUaa th«7 galnad firom tham that had not ba- 
longad to tham befora, thajr, aftrr tha da^a of lljToanui. oonpaUad tha 
inhabitanu to leavo thatr Idolatry, and antlraly to raealva taa law of 
Moaoa, as proaalytoa of Juitlea, or «iaa banished tham Into othar landa. 
That axoaUant pirfaiea, John U irroaoiu, did It to tha liJumoam, aa I hava 
Dotad on ah. Ix. arat. 1, alraady, who Uvad then in iha pnmlaad huid, 
and this I npiMMa jiutly ; but by what ri^t tha rait did It, aven to tha 
ci>antrt«4 or citlo* that wara no part of that kad, I do not at all iuiuw 
Thli look» too \lka uujutt parMCttUon te rdiglAo. 
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of the prineipal cities of S^rm, which had heen 
destroyed. 

5. After this, king Alexander, altfaoagh he fell 
into a distemper by liard drinking, and had a quar- 
tan ague which hold him three years, yet would 
not leare off ^ing out with his army, till he was 
quite spent with the labours he had undergone, 
and died in the bounds of Bagaba, a fortress beyond 
Jordan. But when his queen saw that he was 
ready to die, and had no longer any hopes of sur- 
▼iving, she came to him weeping and lamenting, 
and iMwailed herself and her sons on the desolate 
condition they should be left in ; and said to him, 
** To whom dost thou thus leave me and my chil- 
dren, who are destitute of all other supports, and 
this when thou knowest how much iU-wiU thy na- 
tion bean thee t" But he gave her the following 
advice : — That she need but follow what he would 
suggest to her in order to retain the kingdom se- 
curely, with her diildren : that she should conceal 
bis death from the soldiers till she should have 
taken that pUce ; after this, she should go in tri- 
umph, as upon a victozy, to Jerusalem, and put 
some of her authority into the hands of the Pliari- 
eees ; for that they would .commend her for the ho- 
nour she had done them, and would reconcile the 
nation to her ; for he told her tliey had great 
authority among the Jews, both to do hurt to such 
as they hated, and to bring advanUges to those to 
whom they were friendly disposed ; for that they 
are then believed best of all by the multitude when 
they speak any severe thing against others, though 
it be only out of envy at them. And he said, that 
it was by their means that he had incurred the dis- 
pleasure of the nation, whom indeed he had injured. 
* Do thou therefore,' said he, ' when thou art come 
to Jerusalem, send for the leading men among them, 
and show them my body, and with great appear- 
nnoe of sincerity, give them leave to use it as they 
themselves please, whether they will diidionour the 
dead body by refusing it burial, as having severely 
suffered by my means, or whether in their anger 
they will offer any otlier injury to that body. Pro- 
mise them also, that thou wilt do nothing without 
them in the affairs of the kingdom. If thou dost 
but say this to them, I shall £ive the honour of a 
more glorious funeral from them than thou oouldst 
have made for me : and when it is in their power 
to abuse my dead bpdy, thev will do it no injury at 
all, and thou wilt rule in safety.'* So when he had 
given his wife this .advice, he died, — after he had 
reigned twenty-seven years, and Uved fifty years, 
wiihin one. 

• It Mnn*. bj this ajniif iMivioa of AlexADdcr Janntiu to his wife, 
«h«t iM bad himMir pinuad Um mcMurM oT his Aithcr Hjrrauitu. and 
tahan imuI with tha SaddaoM^ who kf pteloat u> th« written hiwagalnat 
tha PhartoM-, who had iotoodueed «h«ir own traditions eh. svl. sect, a ; 
Bad that ba now taw a political ncoMaity of •ubmtttlng to tha Phari»«ea, 
•ad UMir iradlltooa bcrsaAsr, if hia widow and fluniljr minded to retain 
Ihdr oMMMrchtaal §or. ramant or tjrrannj over the Jewbh nation ; 
which a«ct jret, thus supported, ware at last in a gnmt mcasore the ruin 
ef the raliiriun. foremiiieiit, and nauon of tha Jew^., and brought tlwin 
tela M w>eiu!d a ktele. (hat the Teagcanee oT Uod eame upon them to 
Iheir utltr cxeislon. Juki thu* did caiaphjts polltlealtar advise the Jew. 
kb sanhedrim, Joho ai. 80, " that It was expedi< nt for them tliat one 
moo shunld die far the {<cuple, and tliat the whole nation perish not ;" 
and tbU ill imusqneDoe oT thair own political suppoaal, v«r. 48. that, 
** If they let Jesus alwne," with his mlmelts, " all men would believe oh 
him ; and iha Ramans would oome and islte awaj both tlielr placa nnd 
■atiOQ." Whioh poUtloal entaiflslon of Jesus of Masareth brought dowu 
the vengaaaee of 0«d upon iham, and occasioned tlwsa vciy Soman-, of 
whom th^y esomcd so much afnid, that lo prrvent it they put him to 
fctath, aetually to " oome and laha away both tlielr place and nation," 
withiii th rty.«lfht years afUdrwarda. 1 heartUy wish tba poliUciao* uf 
Chrisinidotn wuuld QOiisider thoae and the like esamples, and no longrr 
•acnfloe all tirtue and rellgioo to their per.iieioua M.-hemca nt gorern. 
flavot t>i ilM t>nngiQg down tlie Judgments of uod upon themwlv«*, and 
the satenU nations mtnuted to their care. But this Is a digrea<iton : 1 
wi»h It w , r«- an unseaaonable one also. Josephus hims If levenU times 
luaks* such dtgrssBioa«i and I here venture to follow him. Bee ouc of 
•iMB at tiM ounrJo Ion of tha vaiy next chapter. 



CHAPTER XVI, 

HOW ALEXANDRA, B7 GAINING TBI GOOD-WILL OP 
THB PHARISEES, RETAINED THE KINGDOM NINB ■ 
YEARS, AND THEN, HAVING DONE MANY GLORIOUS 
ACriONS, DIED. 

$ 1 . So Alexandra, when she had taken the fortress, 
acted MB her husband had suggested to her, and 
spoke to the Pharisees, and put all things into their 
power, both as to the dead body and as to the affairs 
of the kingdom, and thereby pacified their anger 
against Alexander, and made them bear good- will 
and friendship to him ; who then came among the 
multitude, and made speeches to them, and laid 
before them the actions of Alexander, and told 
them that they had lost a righteous king ; and by 
the commendation they gave him, they brought 
them to grieve, and to be in heaviness for him, so 
that he had a funeral more splendid than had any 
of the kings before him. Alexander left behind 
him two sons, Hyrcanus and Aristobulus, but com- ' 
mitted the kingdom to Alexandra. Now, as to 
these two sons, Hyrcanus was indeed unable to 
manage public affairs, and delighted rather in a 
quiet life ; but the younger, Aristobulus, was an 
active and a bold man ; and for this woman herself, 
Alexandra, she was loved by the multitude, because 
she seemed displeased at the offences her husband 
had been ffuilty of. 

2. So ue made Hyrcanus high-priest because 
he was the elder, but much more because he cared 
not to meddle with politics, and permitted the Pha- 
risees to do every thing ; to whom also she ordered 
the multitude to be obedient. She also restored 
again those practices which the Pharisees had in- 
troduced, according to the traditions of dieir fore- 
fathers, and which her father-in-law, Hyrcanus, 
had abrogated. So die had indeed Uie name of 
Regent ; but the Pharisees had the authority ; for 
it was they who restored such as had been banished, 
and set such as were prisoners at liberty, and, to 
say all at once, they differed in nothing from lords. 
However, the queen also took care of the affairs of 
tlie kingdom, and got together a great body of mer- 
cenary soldiers, and increased her own army to 
such a degree, that she became terrible to the 
neighbouring tyrants, and took hostages of them : 
and the country was entirely at peace, excepting 
tlie Pharisees ; for they disturbed the queen, and 
desired that she would kill those that persuaded 
Alexander to slay the eight hundred men ; after 
which they cut the throat of one of them, Diogenes : 
and after him they did the same to several, one 
after anotlier, till the men that were the most po- 
tent came into the palace, and Aristobulus with 
them, for he seemed to be displeased at what was 
done ; and it appeared openly that, if he had an 
opportunity, he would not permit his mother to go 
on so. These put the queen in mind what great 
dangers they had gone through, and great things 
they had done, whereby they had demonstrated thd 
firmness of their fidelity to their master, insomuch 
that they had received the greatest marks of favour 
from him ; and tliey begged of her, that she would 
not utterly bUst their hopes, as it now happened, 
that when they had esca|«d the hazards that arose 
from their [open] enemies, they were to be cut off 
at home, by their [private] enemies, hke brute 
beasts, without any help whatsoever. They said 
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«]8o, that if their adversaries would be satisfied 
with those tliat had been slain already, they would 
take what had been done patiently, on account of 
their natural love to their governors ; but if tliey 
moBt expect the same for the future also, they im- 
plored of her a dismission from her service ; for 
they could not think of attempting any method for 
tlieir deliverance without her, but would rather die 
willmgly before the paUce-gtte, in case she would 
not forgive them. And that it was a great shame, 
both for themselves and for the queen, that when 
th«y were neglected by her, they should come under 
the lash of her husband's enemies ; for that Aretas, 
the Arabian king, and the monarchs, would g^ve 
any reward, if they could get such men as foreig^n 
auxiliaries, to whom their very names, before their 
voices be heard, may perhaps be terrible ; but if 
thev could not obtain this their second request, and 
if we had determined to prefer the Pharisees before 
them, they still insisted that she would place them 
eveiy one in her fortresses ; for if some fatal demon 
hath a constant spite against Alexander's house, 
they would be willine to bear their part, and to live 
in a private station were. 

3. As these men said thus, and called upon 
Alexander's ghost for commiseration of those al- 
ready slain, and those in danger of it, all the by- 
standers brake out into tears : but Aristobulus 
diiefly made manifest what were his sentiments, 
and used many reproachful expressions to his mo- 
ther [saying], ^ Nay, indeed, the case is this, that 
tiiey have been themselves the authors of their own 
oUamities, who have permitted a woman who, 
ftgainst reason, was mad with ambition, to reign 
over them, when there were sons in the flower of 
tfaehr age fitter for it" So Alexandra, not know- 
ing wbAt to do with any decency, committed the 
fortresses to them, all but Hyrcania and Alexan- 
drium, and Macherus, where her principal treasures 
were. After a little while also, she sent her son 
Aristobulus with an army to Damascus against 
Ptolemy, who was called Menneus, who was such 
a bad neighbour to the city ; but he did nothing 
oonsiderable tliere, and so returned home. 

4. About this time news was brought that Ti- 
granes, the king of Armenia, had miule an imip- 
tion into Syria with five hundred thousand soldiers,* 
and was coming against Judea. This news, as may 
well be supposed, terrified the queen and the nation. 
Accordingly they sent him many and very valuable 
presents, as also ambassadors, and that as he was 
Msieging Ptolemais ; for Selene tlie queen, the 
name that was also called Cleopatra, ruled then 
«i;-*r Syria, who had persuaded the inhabitants to 
exclude Tigranes. So the Jewish ambassadors in- 
tereedM witli him, and entreated him that he would 
determine nothing that was severe about tlieir 
queen or nation. He commended them for the 
respects they paid him at so great a distance : and 
gave them good hopes of his favour. But as soon 
as Ptolemais was taken, news came to Tigranes, 
that LucalluB, in his pursuit of Mithridates, could 
not light upon him, who was fled into Iberia, but 
was laying waste Armenia and besieging its cities. 
NoWy when Tigranes knew this, he returned home. 

5. After this, when the queen was fallen into a 

* Th* Dombtr of Arc hundrrd thounnd, nr mtwn three hundred then* 
mumI, ■eooc OKckcopj, with Uw L.alo eopiea, have it, ft>r T1gr»nee*a 
•rmjr, that eune uat of Armvoia into Bjrrla and Judfia, tectna much too 
laifw. We have hmA alraadjr Mioh extovvasant numben in Joaephu '■ 
preeent eoptee, whleh are not to be at all a-eribrd u* him. Aceordltwiy, 
1 iBCilne to ]>r. Hudeoa'e emcDdoUoo h»tt, wliieh auppoaee them bui 
Ibrtj Ihoucind. 



dangerous distemper, Aristobulus resolved to at-^ 
tempt tlie seizing of the government ; so he stole 
away secretly by night, with only one of his ser* 
vants, and went to the fortresses, wherein his 
friends, that were such from the days of his father, 
were settled ; for as he had been a great while dis* 
pleased at his mother's conduct, so he was now 
much more afraid, lest, upon her death, tlieir wholtf 
family should be under the power of the Pharisees ; 
for he saw the inability of his brother, who was to 
succeed in the government : nor was any one con-* 
scions of what he was doing but only his wife, whom 
he left at Jerusalem with their children. He first 
of all came to Agaba, where was Gralestes, one of 
the potent men before mentioned, and was received 
by him. When it was day the queen perceived 
that Aristobulus was fled ; and for some time she 
supposed that his departure was not in order to 
make any innovation ; but when messengers came 
one after another with the news that he had secured 
the first place, the second place, and all the places, 
for as soon as one had begun, they all submitted to 
his disposal, then it was that the queen and the 
nation were in the greatest disorder, foRthey were 
aware that it would not be lung ere Aristobulue 
would be able to settle himself firmly in the govern- 
ment What they were principally lUfraid of was 
this, that he would inflict punishment upon them 
for the mad treatment his house &ad had from 
them : so they resolved to take his wife and chil- 
dren into custody, and keep them in the fortress 
that was over the temple.f Now there was a 
mighty conflux of people that came to Aristobulus 
from all parts, insomuch that he had a kind of 
royal attendants about him ; for in little more than 
fifteen days, he got twenty-two strong places, which 
gave him tlie opportunity of raising an army from 
Libenus and Trachonitis, and the monarchs ; for 
men are easily led by die greater number, and 
easily submit to them. And besides this, that by 
aflbrding him their assistance, when he could not 
expect it, they, as well as he, should have the ad- 
vantages that would come by his being king, be- 
cause they had been the occasion of bis gaining the 
kingdom. Now the elders of the Jews, and Hyr- 
canus with them, went in unto the queen, and de- 
sired that she would give them her sentiments 
about the present posture of affairs, for that Aris- 
tobulus was in effect lord of almost all the kingdom 
by possessing of so many strong holds, and that it 
was absurd for them to take any counsel by them- 
selves, how ill soever she were, whilst she was alive, 
and that the danger would be upon them in no long 
time. But she bade them do what they thought 
proper to be done : that they had many circum- 
stances in their favour still remaining ; a nation in 
good heart, an army, and money in their several 
treasuries ; for that she had small concern about 
public affairs now, when the strength of her body 
already failed her. 

6. Now a little while after she had said this t# 
them, she died, when she had reigned nine year% 
and had m all lived seventy-three. A woman sh* 
was who showed no signs of the weakness of ker 
sex, for she was sagacious to the greatest degree tA 
her ambition of governing, and demonstnled by 
her domgs at once, that her mind was fit for aotioa, 

\ ¥hli fcrtTMe, oMlle. ettadel. or tower, whither the wifr aMehlMrn) 
of Aristobulue were now aent, and which uvcrlwokod the t«n^, ei>iiM 
be no other than what Hyrtanna I. bulli ( \nllq. b. xvili. Mct. 9) ; nM 
Hrrod the flmit rebuilt, and called the " Tower of Antonla." Aiittai. K 
XV. ch. at eeet. 3. 
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md that sorattiiiMS men themaelyM diow the Uttie 
BDdentanding they have by the frequent mistakes 
they make in pomt of goT«mment ; for she always 
preferred the preaent to futurity, and preferred 
the power of an imperioos dominion above alt 
thinss, and in oomparuon of that, had no regard 
to wTiat was good or what was right. However, she 
brought the affliirs off her house to such an unfor- 
tunate eondition, that she was the eoeasion of the 
taking away that authority from it, and that in no 
long time literward, whidi she had obtained by a 
VMt number of hazards and misfortunes, and this 



out of a desire of what does net belong to a woman, 
and all by a complianee in her sentiJ^ientB witii 
those that bare ill-will to their &mi]y, and by leav- 
ing the admiiHStration destitute of a proper support 
of great men ; and indeed, her management durinr 
her administration, while she was alive, was such 
as filled the palaee after her death witli calimaties 
and disturbance. However, although this liad been 
her way of ffoveming^ she preserved the nation in 
peace : — and this is the eondnsioft of the afihhrs of 
Alexandra. 



^»i.'^^»^^^»>^»>»i^ ^»i^^<^ ^ 



BOOK XIV. 

OOlfTAimirO THB IMTBRVAL OP THIRTf-TWO TEARS. 

FROM THB DEATH OF UUEEN ALEXANDRA TO THE DEATH OF ARTIGORUS. 



CHAPTER I. 

IBR WAR BCrWSBN ARISTOBOLUS AVD HTRCAMUS 
AROUT THE RINODOM ; AND HOW THRY MADR AN 
A6RRBMBNT THAT ABISTOBOLUS SHOULD BB KINO, 
AND HTRCANUS LIVB A PRIVATE LIFE : AS ALSO, 
HOW HTRCANUS, A LITTLB AFTERWARDS, WAS FBR- 
SOADBO BY ANTIPATER TO FLY TO ARETA8. 

I 1. Wb have reUted the affairs of queen Alexan- 
dra, and her death, in the foregoing book, and will 
now speak of what followed, and was' connected with 
those nistories ; declaring, before we proceed, that 
we have nothing so much at heart as this, that we 
may omit no facts either tlirough ignorance or la- 
Biness ;* for we are upon the histo^ and explica- 
tion of such things as the greatest part are unac- 
quainted withal, because of tlieir disUnce from our 
times ; and we aim to do it with a proper beauty 
of style, so far as tliat is derived from proper words 
harmonically dispoasd, and from such ornaments 
oi speech also as may contribute to the pleasure of 
our readers, that they may entertain the knowledge 
of what we write with some agreeable satisfaction 
and pleasure. But the princi{Mj scope that authors 
ought to aim at, above aU the rest, is to speak ac- 
curately, and to speak truly, for the sa t isfacti o n of 
those that are otherwise unacquainted with such 
transactions^ and obliged to believe what these wri- 
ters inform them of. 

2. Hyroanns then began his high-priesthood on 
the third year of the hundred ana seventh Olym- 
piad, when Qnsntos Hortensius and Qnintus Me- 
teUas» who was called Metellus of Crete, were con- 
•nls at Rome ; when present^ Aristobulns began to 
make war againat him, and as it came to a battle 
with Hvroanus at Jericho, many of his soldiers de- 
serted him, and went over to his brother : upon 
which Hyreanus fled into the citadel, where Ajis- 

» Bdaad takM Mile* Imm, f«>y iwtijr, bow t w mfl h m f dMlanUloa, 
that H WM hU gnai ooowm notMUj to writs, ** an afP— Ma, an aoea* 
nta," and " a tnia* histonr, but atoo dlktiootljr ; ** not to anilt any thing" 
[ofooaaaiiiMaeal, eithor tkrangh " igiionuim or lasin**," inpllM thut 

' Id not, ooBtUteotly with that naolatien, omit the BMotloa of [bo 

■ a panon ma] " Jmiu Chrl*!." 



tobulus's wife and children were imprisoned by Iibi 
nether, as we liave said already, and attadMd and 
overcame those bis adversaries that had fled thither, 
and lay within the walls of the temple. So when 
he had sent a message to his brother about agree- 
ing the matters between them, he laid aside hia 
enmity to him on these eonditiona, that Ariste- 
bulos should be king, tliat he should live without 
intermeddling with- public afairs, and quietly en* 
joy the estate he liaid acquired. When they had 
agreed upon these terms in the temple, and had 
confirmed the agreement witli oaths, and the giv* 
ing one another their right hands, and embracing 
one another in the sight of the whole multitude, 
they departed ; the one, Aristobulus, to the palace^ 
and Hyreanus, as a private man, to the fonner 
house of Aristobulus. 

3. But there was a certain friend of Hyreanus, 
an Idumean, called Antipater, who was very rich, 
and in his nature an active and a seditious man ; 
who was at enmity with Aristobulus, and had dif- 
ferences with him on account of his good-will to 
Hyreanus. It is true, that Nicolaus of Pamaseua 
says, that Antipater was of the stock of tlie princi- 
pal Jews who came out of Babylon into Judea ; but 
tliat assertion of his was to gratify Herod, who was 
his son, and who, by certain revolutions of fortune 
came afterwards to be king of the Jews, whose his- 
tory we shall give you in its proper place herealier. 
However this Antipater was at first called Anti- 
paB,t and that was his father's name also ; of whom 
they relate this : That kins Alexander and his wife 
made him general of all Idumea, and that he made 
a league of friendship with those Arabiana, and Ga- 
zites, and Ascalonites, that were of his own party, 
and had, by many and large presents, made them 
his fast friends ; but now this younger Antipater 
was suspicious of the power of Aristobulus, and was 
afraid of some mischief he might do him, because 
i of his hatred to him ; so he stirred up the most 



t Thai tht ftunoos AntipatoTfe or Antf pa>t flithcr was atao Antipatw 
or AnUpaa (whloh two may Ju»tly bo onvomod one and tho •amo nam* t 
the Ibnnor with a Grcoh or OenUW, tho laitar with a Habrew or Jewish 
taminatloo), Joaiphas hart mumrn m, (hoagh BuMbiua indoed aafK U 
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powerful of the Jews, and talked against him to 
Ihem privately ; and said, that it was unjust to 
•verlook the conduct of Aristobolusy who had got> 
tea the goremment unrighteously, and ejected his 
Inolher out of it who was the elder, and ought to 
telain what belonged to him by prerogative of his 
birth ; and the same speeches he perpetually made 
to Hyreanoa ; and told him that lus own life would 
he in daQger unless he guarded himself, and got 
qui! of Aiistobolus ; for he said that the friends of 
Arietobuios omitted no opportunity of advising him 
to kill him, as being then, and not beibie, sure to 
Mtain his principality. Hyrcaiius gave no credit 
to these words of his, as beine of a gentle dispoai- 
tioD, and one that did not easily admit of calnmniee 
agaiUBt other men. This temper of his not dispos- 
ing him to meddle with public affiurs, and want of 
spirit, occasioned him to appear to spectators to be 
degenerated and unmanly ; while Aristobulus was 
of a contrary temper, an active man, and one of a 
great and generous soul. 

4. Since therefore Antipater saw that Hyrcanus 
did not attend to what he said, he never ceased, day 
by day, to charge feijgped ciimes upon Aristobulus, 
and to calumniate him before him, as if he bad a 
mind to kill him ; and so, by urging him pexpetu- 
ally, he advised lum, and persuaded him to fly to 
Amtas, the lung of Arabia ; and promised, that if 
1m would comply with his adrioe, he would also 
hlmeelf assist him, [and so with him]. When 
Hyrcanus heard this, he said that it was for his ad- 
Tsntage to fly away to Aretas. Now Arabia is a 
eount^ that borders upon Judea. However, Hyr- 
eaDus sent Antipater first to the king of Arabia, in 
order to receive assumncss Irom him, that when he 
■honld come in the manner of a supplicant to him, 
he would not deliver him up to his enemies. So 
Antipater having received such assurances, return- 
ed to Hyrcanus to Jerusalem. A while afterward 
he took Hyrcanus, and stole out of the city by night, 
and went a |;reat journey, and came and brought 
him to the city called Petra, where the palace of 
Aretas was ; and as he was a very fiimiliar friend 
of that kins, he persuaded him to bring back Hyr- 
canus into Judea ; and this persuasion he continued 
every day without any intormission. He also pro- 
nosed to make him presents on that account At 
length he prevailed with Aretas in his suit. More- 
over, Hyrcanus promised him, that when he had 
been brought thither, and had received his king- 
dom, he would restore that country, and those 
twelve cities which his &ther Alexander had taken 
from the Arabians ; which were these, Medaba, 
NabaUo, Libyas, Tharabasa, Agaht, Athene, Zoar, 
Orone, Msrissa, Rudda, Lussa, and Oruba. 



CHAPTER II. 

now ASCTAS AND BTRCANOS MADI AN BXPBDITION 
A0A1R8T AniSTOBULUS, AND BESIBQSD JBUUSALBM ; 
AMD HOW 8CAUBU8, THB SOMAN OBNEBAL, BAISBD 
THE SIEGE. CONCEBUfO TBB DEATH OF ORIAS. 

I 1. ArrBB these promises had been given to Are- 
tas, he made an expedition against Aristobulus, 
with an army of fifty thousand horse and foot, and 
beat him in the battle. And when after that vic- 
torv many went over to Hyrcanus as deserters, 
Arntobttlns was left desolate, and fled to Jerusa- 



lem ; upon which the king of Arabia took all his 
army and made an assault upon the temple, and 
besieged Arlfttobulus therein, the people still sup- 
porting Hyrcanus, and assisting him in the siege, 
while none but the priesta continusd with Aristobu- 
lus. So Aretas united the forces of the Arabians 
and of the Jews together, and pressed on the siege 
vigorously. As this happened at the time when 
the feast of unleavened bread was celebrated, which 
we call the PasMver, the principal men amoQff the 
Jews left the country, and fled into Egypt f^ow 
there waa one, whose name was Onias, a righte* 
ens man he was, and beloved of God, whe^ in a cer- 
tain drought, had prayed to God to put an sad to 
the intense heat, and whose pxayers God had heard, 
and had sent them rain. This man had hid him- 
self, because he saw that thia sedition would huit a 
great while. However, they brought him to the 
Jewish camp, and desired, that aft by his prayers 
he had ooce put an end to the drought, so he would 
in like manner make imprecations on Aristobulua 
and those of his faction. And when, upon his re- 
fusal, and the excuses that he made, he was still by 
the multitude compelled to speak, he stood up in 
the midst of them, and said, ** God, the King of 
the whole world 1 since those that stand now with 
me are thy people, and those that are besieged are 
also thy priests, 1 beseech thee, that thou wilt nei- 
ther hearken to the prayers of those against these, 
nor bring to effect what these pray against those." 
Whereupon such wicked Jews as stood about him, 
as soon as he had made this prayer, stoned him to 
death. 

2. But God punished them immediately for this 
their barbarity, and took vengeance of them for the 
murder of Onias, in the manner folkiwing : — While 
the priesta and Aristobulus were besieged, it hap- 
pened that the feast called the Passover waa come, 
at which it is our custom to offer a great number 
of sacrifices to God ; but those that were with 
Aristobulus wanted sacrifices, and desired that 
their countrymen without would furnish them with 
such sacrifices, and assured them they should have 
as much money for them as they should desire ; 
and when they required them to pay a thousand 
drachmm for each head of cattle, Aristobulus and 
the priesta willingly undertook to pay for them ae- 
cordingly ; and those within let down the money 
over the walls, and ^ve it them. But when the 
others had received u, they did not deliver the sar 
orifices, but arrived at that height of wickedness 
as to break the assurances they nad given, and to 
be guilty of impiety towards God, by not funushr 
ing those that wanted them with sacrifices. And 
when the priesta found they had been cheated, and 
that the agreementa they had made were violated, 
they prayed to God that he would avenge them on 
tb«r countrymen. Nor did he deUy that their 
punishment, but sent a strong and vehement storm 
of wind, that destroyed the miita of the whole coun- 
try, till a modius of wheat was then bought for 
eleven dracuMB; 

3. In the meantime Pompey sent Scanrua into 
Syria, while he was himself in Armenut, and mak- 
ing war with Tigranes ; but when Scaurus was come 
to Damascus, and found that Loliius and Metelius 
had newly token the city, he came himself hsstily 
into Judea. And when he waa come thither, am- 
bassadors came to him, both from Aristobulus and 
Hyrcanus, and both desired he would assist them ; 
aud when both of them promised to give hun mo- 
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Bey, Aristobuliu four hundred talents, and Hyrca- 
BUS no leae, he accepted of Aristobulys's promifle, 
for he was rich, and had a great soul, and desired 
to obtain nothinij; but what was moderate ; whereas 
the other was poor and tenacious, and made incre- 
dible promises in hope of greater advantages ; for 
it was not the same thing to take a city that was 
exceeding strong and powerful, as it was to eject 
out of the country some fugitives, with a great 
number of Nabateans, who were no very warlike 
people. He therefore made an agreement with 
Aiistobultts, for the reason before mentioned, and 
took his money, and raised the siege, and ordered 
Aretas to depart, or else he should be declared an 
enemy to the Romans. So Scaurus returned to 
Damascus again ; and Anstobulus, with a great 
army, made war with Aretas and Hyrcanus, and 
fought them at a pUee called Papyron, and beat 
them in the battle, and slew about six thousand of 
the enemy, with whom fell Phallon also, the bro- 
ther of Antipater. 



CHAPTER IIT. 

BOW A&I8TOBULU8 AND HYRCAIfUS CAME TO POM- 
P£T, IN O&DEB TO ARGUE WHO OUGHT TO HAVE 
THE KINGDOM ; AND HOW, UPON THE FLIGHT OF 
ARISTOBULUS TO THE FORTRESS ALEXANDRIUM, 
POMPBT LED HIS ARMT AGAINST HIM, AND OR- 
DBBBD HIM TO DELIVER UP THE FORTRESS 
WHKRtX)F HE WAS POSSESSED. 

I 1. A LITTLE afterward Porapey carae to Damascus, 
and marched over Celesyria ; at which time there 
came ambassadors to him from all Syria, and 
Egypt, and out of Judea also, for Aristobulus had 
• C.I.. ii.iji a great present, which was a golden vine,* 
of the value of five hundred talents. Now Strabo 
of Cappad^cia mentious this present in these words : 
-^'< There came also an embassage out of Egypt, 
and a crown of the value of four thousand pieces of 
gold ; and out of Judea there came another, whe- 
ther you call it a vine or a garden ; they called the 
thing Terpole, ike Delight. However, we ourselves 
saw the present repottited at Rome, in the temple 
of Jupiter Gapitolinus, with this inscription : * The 
Gift of Alexander, the King of the Jews.' It was 
valued at five hundred talents ; and the report is, 
that Aristobulus, the governor of the Jews, sent it" 
2. In a little time afterward came ambassadors 
again to him, Antipater from Hyrcanus, and Nioo- 
<iemu8 from Aristobulus ; which last also accused 
such as had taken bribes; first Gabinius, and 
then Scaurus, — the one three hundred tolents, and 
the other four hundred ; by which procedure he 
made these two his enemies, besides those he had 
before ; and when Poropey had ordered those that 
had controversies one with another to come to him 
in the beginning of the spring, he brought his army 
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•opjr, «r cIm, ** AriMobulw tha too of Alexaadar," m\\h the Latin eo- 
piMi which last Mcms lo m« Um moatpiobablo; for a* to Arebbtkhop 
UshOT't omiJeeturM, that Atexandar iriada it, and dadioatad tl to God in 
th« tampla, and tiiat thaooa Aristobuliu look it« and aunt it to Pompey, 
th«7 an both t«>7 improbabia, and no waj agreabla to JMaphua, who 
would hardly haT* aToUcd tba rMording both thoM uncenmon points 
.iT history, had ha known any thinK of tham; nor would either the 
Jewish nation, nor even Pompey hinual^ than have reUahed sueh a 



out of their winter quarters, and marched into the 
oountry of Damascus ; and as he went along he 
demolished the citadel that was at Apamea, which 
Antiochus Cyzioenus had built, and took cognizance 
of the country of Ptolemy Menneus, a wicked man^ 
and not leas so than Dionysius of Tripoli, who had 
been beheaded, who was also his relation by mar- 
riage ; yet did he buy off the punishment of hie 
erimes for a thousand talents, with which money 
Pompey paid the soldiers their wages. He also 
conquered the place called Lysias, of which Siias a 
Jew was tyrant ; and when he had passed over the 
cities of Heliopolis and Chalcis, and got over the 
mountain which is on the limit of Celesyria, he 
came from Pella to Damascus ; and there it was 
that he heard the causes of the Jews, and of their 
governors Hyrcanus and Aristobulus, who were at 
difference one with another, as also of the nation 
against them both, which did not desire to be under 
kingly government, because the form of government 
they received from their forefathers was that of 
subjection to the priests of that God whom they 
worshipped ; and [they complained], that though 
these two were the posterity of priests, yet did they 
seek to change the government of their nation to 
another form, in order to enslave them. Hyrcanus 
complained, that although he were the elder bro- 
ther, he was deprived of the prerogative of his 
birtli by Aristobulus, and that he hul but a small 
purt of the country under him, Aristobulus having 
taken away the rest from him by force. He also 
accused him, that the incursions which had been 
made in their neighbours' countries, and the pira- 
cies that had been at sea, were owing to him ; and 
that the nation would not have revolted, unless 
Aristobulus had been a man given to violence 
and di torder ' and there were no fewer than a 
thousand Jews, of the best esteem among tbera« 
whd confirmed this accusation ; which confirmatiuu 
waa piocured by Antipater ; but Aristobulus alle- 
ged against him, that it was Hyrcanus'sown temper, 
whidi was inactive, and on that account contempti- 
ble, which caused him to be deprived of the go- 
vernment ; and that for himself he was necessitated 
lo take it upon him, for fear lest it shtiuld be trans- 
ferred to otliers ; and that as to his title [of king], 
it was no other than what his father had taken 
[ before him]. He also called for witnesses of what 
he said, some persons who were both young and 
insolent ; whotio purple garments, fine heads of 
liair, and other ornaments, were detested [by the 
court], and which they appeared in, not as though 
Uiey were to plead their cause in a court of justioe, 
but as if they were marching in a pompous pro- 
cession. 

3. When Pomoey had heard the causes of these 
two, and had condemned Aristobulus for his violent 
procedure, he then spake civilly to them, and sent 
Uiem away ; and told them, that when he came 
again into their oountry he^ would settle all their 
aCEairs, after he had first taken a view of the affairs 
of the Nabateans. In the meantime, he ordered 
them to be quiet ; and treated Arbtobulus civilly, 
lest he should make the nation revolt, and hinder 
his return ; which yet Aristobulus did ; for with- 
out ex|}ecting any farther determination, which 
Pompey had promised them, he went to the city 
Delius, and thence marched into Judea. 

4. At tliis behaviour Pompey was angry ; and 
taking with him that army which he was leading 
against the Nabateans, and the auxiliaries that 
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came from DamaBeua, and the other parts of Syria» 
with the other Roman lemons which he had with 
him, he made an expediuon against Aristobulus ; 
hut as he passed by Pella and Scythopolis, he came 
to Coreea, which is the first entrance into Judea 
when one passes over the midland countries, where 
he came to a most beautiful fortress that was built 
on the top of a mountain called Alezandrium, 
whither Axistobulus had fled ; and thence Pompey 
sent his commands to him, that he should come to 
him. Accordingly, at the persuasion of many that 
he would not mSke war witn the Romans, he came 
down ; and when he had disputed with his brother 
about the right to the government, he went up 
again to the citadel, as Pompey gave him leave to 
do ; and this he did two or three times, as flatter- 
ing himself with the hopes of having the kingdom 
granted him ; so that he still pretended he would 
obey Pompey in whatsoever ne commanded, al- 
though at the same time he retired to the fortress, 
that he might not depress himself too low, and that 
he might be prepared for a war, in case it should 
prove as he feared, that Pompey would transfer 
the government to Hyrcanus : but when Pompey 
enjoined Aristobulus to deliver up the fortresses 
he held, and to send an injunction to their govern- 
ors under his own hand for that purpose, for they 
had been forbidden to deliver them up upon any 
other ieommands, he submitted indeed to do so ; 
but stUl he retired in displeasure to Jerusalem, 
and made preparations for war. A little after this, 
certain persons came out of Pontus, and informed 
Pompey, as he was on the way, and conducting his 
army against Aristobulus, that Mithridates was 
dead, and was sUin by his son Pharmaoes. 



CHAPTER IV. 

HOW POMPET, WPEN THE CITIZENS OP JERUSALEM 
SHUT THEIR GATES AGAINST HIM, BESIEGED THE 
CITT, AND TOOK IT BY FORCE ; AND ALSO WHAT 
OTHER THINGS HE DID IN JUD£A. 

S 1. Now when Pompey had pitched his camp at 
Jericho (where the palm-tree grows,* and that 
balsam which is an ointment of all the most pre- 
cious, which, upon any incision made in the wood 
with a sharp stone, distils out thenoe like a juice), 
he marched in the morning to Jerusalem. Here- 
upon Aristobulus repented of what he was doing, 
and came to Pompey, and [promised to] give him 
money, and received him into Jerusalem, and de- 
ajxed that he would leave off the war, and do what 
he pleased pNeaceably. So Pompey, upon his en- 
treaty, forgave him, and sent (Sabinius, and soldiers 
with him, to receive the money and the city : yet 
was no part of this performed ; but Grabinius came 
back, being both excluded out of the city, and re- 
ceiving none of the money promised, because Aris- 
tobulus's soldiers would not permit the agreements 

• TiMM mw— IwHmonto of Jomfhm Imn, mid Antlq. V. vUl. eh. 
vL MCI. 6, oad b. xt. eh. Iv. Met. 8, that the only balHua fudou, and 
th« bMt pafan-tiMs, wen, at Icaat In hii da3n^ near J«ri«ho and Kn- 
CMldl» abwitth* north part of Um D«d a«a (wheraaboat abe Atexander 
Um ttnat mw tha babam drop), show tha mtotak* of thoM that undar- 
■taad XuMUaa and Jarom, a* Irone of thsm surdana wava at tha aouth 
part of that aaa, at Soar or itaior, whacaaa thay moat altbar maan ano. 
thar Z«ar or Sagor, whteh waa batwean Jcrlebo and Knaaddi, acioeably 
ta Janaphtuj which yat they do not appoar to do, or alaa thay dlraeUy 
•utttmdict Joaaphua, and wen thataln gxaatly miatahrn : I maan this. 
•nlaa that hniaam, and th* bet pahn.tnw, grew much mora sonthward 
In Judaa In tha daya of BuMbtu* and Jarom than they did in tha days 
•r Joaapbna. 



to be executed. At this Pompey was very angiy, 
and put Aristobulus into prison, and came hinuelf 
to the city, which was strong on every side, except- 
ing the north, which was not so well fortified, for 
there was a broad and deep ditch, that encompassed 
the city,t and included within it the temple, which 
was itself encompassed about with a very strong 
stone wall. 

2. Now there was a sedition of the men that were 
within the city, who did not agree on what was to 
be done in their present circumstances, while some 
thought it best to deliver up the city to Pompey ; 
but Aristobulus's party exhorted them to shut the 
gates, because he was keot m pxison. Now these* 
prevented the others, and seized upon the temple, 
and cut off the bridge which reached from it to the 
city, and prepared themselves to abide a siege ; 
but the ouiers admitted Pompey's army in, and 
delivered up both the city and tbe king's palace to 
him. So Pompey sent his lieutenant Piso with an 
army, and placed garrisons both in the city and in 
the palace, to secure them, and fortified the houses 
that joined to the temple, and all those which were 
more distant and without it And in the first 
place, he offered terms of accommodation to those 
that were within ; but when they would not comply 
with what was desired, he encompassed aU the 
places thereabout with a wall, wherein Hyrcanus 
did gladly aasuit him on all occasions ; but Fompey 
pitched his camp within [the wall], on the north 
part of the temple, where it was most practicable ; 
but even on that aide there were great towers, and 
a ditch had been dug, and a deep valley begirt ir 
round about, for on the parts towards the city were 
precipices, and the bridge on which Pompev had 
gotten in was broken down. However, a bank waa 
raised, day by day, with a great deal of labour, 
while the Romans cut down materials for it from 
the places round about ; and when this bank was 
sufficiently raised, and the ditch filled up, thoueh 
but poorly, by reason of its immense depth, he 
brought his mechanical engines and battering-ramb 
from Tvre, and placing them on the bank, he bat- 
tered the temple with the stones that were thrown 
against it ; and had it not been our practice, from 
the days of our forefathers, to rest on the seventh 
day, this bank could never have been perfected, by 
reason of the opposition the Jews would have 
made ; for though our law gives us leave then to 
defend ourselves against those that begin to fight 
with us and assault us, yet does it not permit us to 
meddle with our enemies while they do any thing 



3. Which thing when the Romans understood, 
on those days wmch we call Sabbaths, they threw 
nothing at the Jews, nor came to any pitched bat- 
tle with them, but raised up their earthen banks, 
and brought their engines mto such forwardness, 
that they might do execution the next days ; and 
any one may hence learn how very great piety we 
exercise towards Grod, and the observance of his 
laws, since the priests were not at all hindered 
from iheir sacred minbtrations, by their fear during 
this siege, but did still twice each day, in the morn- 
ing and about the ninth hour, offer their sacrifices 

i Tha particnlat dtpth and breadth of this ditch, whan tlw atoiMa fir 
tika wall about tha tamplawara probably taken, aiaamlttod Inourei^tiaa 
oTJaaaphoa, but Mt down byBcrabo, b. xvt p. 783; ftvn whom wa 
learn, that thia dlteh was alxty (eat deep, and two hundrad aad AAgr 
liKt broad. Uowever, iu depth la. In the next aactf ----- —■^-- 
to be Immenae, whieh exaotly agnm to Strabo'a dc 
nuiabora In dtrabo an a alroog wwflnnatfcin 9t th* trath o 
dOfeOripilCB akow 
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on tlM whur ; nor did they omit Ihoee aacrilieee, if 
ftny nelanokoly •coideBt happened, by the etonee 
Attt wen tfarowtt amour them ; for although the 
«ity was taken on the third month, on the day of 
Ihe itmiL* upon the hundred and eeventy-ninth 
olympiad, when Gains Antonios and Marcus Tullius 
Cioero were cobmiIb, and the enemy then fell upon 
them, and cut the throats of those Uiat were in the 
temple, yet eooid not those that oflbred the saerifioes 
be eompeUed to run away, neither by the fear they 
were in of their own Mtos, nor by the number that 
were already shiin, as thinking it better to sufTer 
whatever came upon them at their veiy altars, than 
to omit aoY thing that their laws required of them ; 
and that this is not a mere brag, or an encomium 
to manifest a degree of our piety that was false, 
Ijut is the real truth, I appeal to those that have 
written of the acts of Pompey ; and among them, 
to StNkbo and Nioolaus [of Ihunaseus] ; and besides 
these, to Titos Livius, the writer of the Roman 
Hietory, who will bear witness of this thing.f 

4. But when the battering-engine was brought 
near, Ihe greatest of the towers was riiaken by it, 
and fell down, and broke down a part of the forti- 
HoatioBB, BO Uie enemy poured in apace ; and Cor- 
nelias Fattstas, the son of Sylla, with his soidierB, 
first «f all asesnded the wall, and next to him Fu- 
Tins the centurion, with those that followed, on the 
other part ; while Fabius, who was also a centu- 
rion, ascended it in the middle, mdth a great body 
of men after him ; but now all was full of sUughtor ; 
Bome of the Jews being slain by the Romans, and 
aooM by am another ; nay, some there were who 
threw ttiemselTes down the precipices, or put fire 
to their houses, and burnt them, as not able to bear 
the miseries they were under. Of the Jews there 
fell twelve thousand ; but of the Romans reiy few. 
Absalom, who was at once both uncle and father- 
in-law to Aristobulus, was taken captive ; and no 
tmall enormities were connnitted about Ihe temple 
itself, which, in former ages, had been inaccessible^ 
and seen by none ; for Pompey went into it, and 
not a few <^ tiiose that were with him also, and 
feaw all that which was unlawful for anv other men 
to 'See, but only for the high-priests. There were in 
tiiat temple the golden table, the holy candle-stick, 
ftnd the pouring vessels, and a great quantity of 
•piees ; and besides these there were among the 
treasures two Aousand talents of sacred money ; 
yet did Pompey touch liothing of all this,^ on ac- 
teount of his regard to religion ; and in this point 
also he acted in a manner that was worthy of his 
virtue. The next day he gave order to those that 
had the charge of the temple to cleanse it, and to 
bring what offisringB the Uw required to God ; and 
restored the hich-priesthood to Hyrcanus, both 
because he haid been useful to him in other respects, 
and because he liaii hindered the Jews in the 

*T1tfttliM4lMtiPntr.llik<il«rsi«M, ilmMWMl Ami ftirlh* date. 
1 Uaimtrj of Jen4mM«, " wbo niad* Ismal «a«Ui ;" or powibly 
Jior tut mtht tUl Ibto IhAt monUi, terun aiul In tb« days of 
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Umi, that aflboriv* 1l«haog wta wrinwful to J«wa, wen nnd«r th«lit- 

"ar, <wmwltoMin>h.dnjri ----- - -• 

ilwllr " 

alrawly quotad Lb Um note on Antiq. b. xlll. eh'.' «lll. Mot. 1 ; which 
jcrupuloui supantition, aa u> th« obaarration of auch a rlgorooa Nat 
-•pan the Sabbath-day, «ar iteflonr «lwaya oppeaad, wtoan tb« Pfaarkaa- 
laal i««n inalatod on ft, aa barMant in many pbMaa tai ttn Mew Ta«ta. 
mmat, chough ha atiU tnUOMMd bow pntildoaii that iupvr»tition might 
piora w tham In tbair flight fttmi the Ilonuuu. MntC xxv. SO. 

I Xhla U IMly oonSnnad bv tha toatinrany of Clcaro, who My*, In hi* 
WMton Ibr FUeeua, That *'€neiua Pompaioa, whaq he was conqaaror, 
•ikI harl Inhan ianMUam, dM not touch any thtaig batouginc to that ' 



oonntry from giving Aristobulus any assistance in 
his war with him. He aho cut off those that had 
been the authors of that war ; and b esto w ed pvo- 
per rewards on Faustns, and those others, that 
mounted the wall with such aUerity ; and he made 
Jerusalem tributary to the Romans; and took 
away those cities of Celesyria which the inhabitanto 
of Judea had subdued, and put them under the go- 
vernment of the Roman president, and confined 
the iHiole nation, which had elevateid itself so high 
before, within its own bounds. Moreover, he re- 
built Gadara, which had been demolished a little 
before,^ to gratify Demetrius of Gadara, who was 
his freed-man, and restored the rest of the cities. 
Hippos and SeythopoUs, and Pelh^ and Dios, and 
Samaria, as also Marissa and Ashdod, and Jamnia, 
and Arethusa, to their own inhabitants: these 
were in the inland parts. Besides those that had 
been demoltslied, and also of the maritime cities, 
Gaza, and Joppa, and Dora, and Strato's Tower : 
which last Herod rebuilt after a glorious manner, 
and adorned with havens and temples ; and chang- 
ed its name to Ceesarea. All these Pompey left in 
a Btato of freedom, and joined them to the province 
of Syria. 

6. Now the occasions of this misery which came 
upon Jerusalem were Hyrcanus and Aristobulus, 
by raising a sedition one against the other ; for 
now we lost our liberty, and became subject to the 
Romans, and were deprived of that country which 
we had gained by our arms from the Syrians, and 
were compelled to restore it to the Syrians. More- 
over, the Romans exacted of us, in a little time^ 
above ton Uiousand talents ; and the royal author- 
ity, which was a dignity formerly bestowed on diose 
that were high-priests, by the right of their family, 
became the property of private men ; but of these 
matters we snail treat in their proper places. Now 
Pompey committed Celesyria, as far as the river 
Euphrates and Egypt, to Scauros, with two Roman 
legions, and then went away to Cilicio, and made 
haste to Rome. He also carried bound along wiih 
him Aristobulus and his children ; for he had two 
daughters, and as many sons ; the one of whom 
ran ftway ; but the younger, Antigonius, was car- 
ried to Rome, together with his sisters. 



CHAPTER V. 

now BCAUBUS MASS A LXJLOm t>P KOVOAZ A8Sl8<r- 
▲?(CE WITH AKETA8 ; AND WHAT UABmiUS DI9 
IN J-UDBA, AFTE& BB HAD CONQVEBED aLBZ- 
ANDCB, THX BON OV ABISTOBOLUS. 

I 1. ScAVBiTS made now an expedition against 
Petrea, in Arabia, and set on fire all the places 
round about it, because of the great difficulty of 
access to it ; and as his army was pinched by fa- 
mine, Antipater furnished him with com out of 
Judea, and with whatever else he wanted, and this 
at the command of Hyrcanus ; and whan hm was 
sent to Aietas as an ambassador, by Seanros, be- 
cause he had lived .with him formerly, he .persuaded 
Aretas, to give Seaurus a sum of money, to prevent 
the burning of his country ; and undertook to be 
his surety for three hundred talento. So Scaumsi 
upon these terms, ceased to make war any louger : 

I OrthtadactraaUoB ofOadaim beta pnwttppoaad, and Ms MttoctU-^ 
by Poinpay, aM tha note on tha War, b. L oh. tU. aaau 9 
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wkioh was dona as mwh at Seaurna's deaire, aa at 
ihe desire of Aretas. 

2. Some time after this, when Alexander, the 
son of Aristobuliis, made an inoursion into Judea, 
Gabinius came from Rome to Syria, as commander 
<f£ the Eoraan forces. He did many considerable 
actions ; and particularly made war with Alexan- 
<der, since Hyreanus was not yet able to oppose his 
power, but was already attempting to rebuild the 
wall of Jerusalem, which Pompey had overthrown, 
Although the Romans who were there restrained 
him from his design. However, Alexander went 
over all the country round abou^ and armed many 
of the Jews, and suddenly got together ten thou- 
aandarmed footmen, and fifteen hundred horsemen, 
a,nd fortified Alezandrium, a fortress near to Co- 
rem, and Macherus, near the mountains of Arabia. 
Crabinius therefore came upon him, having sent 
Marcus Antonius, with oth^r commanders, before. 
These armed such Romans as followed them ; and, 
together with them, such Jews as were subject to 
them, whose leaders were Pitholaus and Maiichus ; 
aad they took with them also their friends that 
were with Antioater, and met Alexander, while 
Gabinius himself followed with his legions. Here- 
upon Alexander retired to the neighbourhood of 
Jerusalem, where they fell upon one another, and 
it came to a pitched battle ; in which the Romans 
alew of their enemies about three thousand, and 
took a like number alive. 

3. At which time Gabiniuscame to Alexandrium, 
and invited those that were in it to deliver it up on 
eartain eoaditione, and promised that then tneir 
former offences should be forgiven : but as a great 
nnmber of the enemy had pitched their camp be- 
fore the fortress, whom Uie Romans attacked, 
Marcus Antonius fought bravely, and slew a great 
number, and seemed to come off with the greatest 
honour. So Gabinius left part of his army there, 
in order to take the place, and he himself went 
into other parts of Judea, and ^ve order to re- 
build all the cities that he met with that had been 
•demolished ; at which time were rebuilt Samaria, 
Ashdod, ScythopoUs, Anthedon, Raphia,and Dora; 
Mazissa also, and Gaza, and not a few others be- 
sides ; and as the men a<;^ according to Gabi- 
nins'soommand, it came to pass, that at this time 
these cities were securely mhabitedj which had 
heen desoUte for a long time. 

4. When Gabinius liad done thus in the country 
he returned to Alexandrium ; and when he urged 
on the siegeof the place, Alexander sent an em£u- 
aage to him, desiring that he would pardon his 
former offences ; he also delivered up the for- 
tresses Uyrcania and Macherus, and at last Alex- 
andrium itseU^ which fortresses Gabinius demo- 
lished ; but when Alexander's mother, who was of 
the side of the Romans, as having her husband and 
other -children at Rome, came to him, he granted 
her whatsoever she asked ; and when he had set- 
tled matters with her, he brought Hyrcanus to 
Jerusalem, and committed the caze of the temple 
to hini ; and when he had ordained five councils, 
he distributed the nation into the same number of 



pavts : so these councils governed the people ; the 
first was at- Jerusalem, uie second at Gadara, the 
thiid at Amathus, the fourth at Jezicho, and the 
fifth at Seppboris, in Galilee. So the Jews were 
now -freed from monarchic authority, and were 
governed by an aristocracy.* 

• Dmi FridMU vtUobMKT*^ *'Tlwt aotwtthttMidIng Om «lamo«tf 



CHAPTER VI. 

HOW QABINIUS OAUOHT AaiSTOBULDS AFTU Bl 
HAD VLB]} FAOM BOMX, AlCD SBlfT BIM BACK TO 
BOMB AGAIN ; AND BOW THE SAME OAB1N1U8, AS 
BE BBTUBMBD OUT OF EOYPT, OVBBCAMB ALBX- 
AMDBB AND TBB NABATEANS IN BAXXLB. 

§ 1. Now Aifstobulus ran away from Rome to 
Judea, and set about the rebuilding of Alexandri- 
um, which had been newly demolished : hereupon 
Gabinius sent soldiers against him, and for their 
commanders Sisenna, and Antonius, andServillius, 
in order to hinder him from getting possession of 
the country, and to take him again ; and indeed 
many of the Jews ran to Aristobolus on account of 
his former glory, as also because they should be 
glad of an innovation. Now there was one Pitho- 
laus, a lieutenant at Jerusalem, who deserted to 
him with a thousand men, although a great number 
of those that came to him were unarmed ; and when 
Aristobulus had resolved to go to Macherus, he 
dismissed those people, because they were unarmed ; 
for they could not be useful to him in what actions 
he was going about ; but be took with him eight 
thousand that were armed, and marched on ; and 
as the Romans fell upon them severely, the Jews 
fought valiantly, but were beaten in the battle ; 
and when they had fought with alacrity, but were 
overborne by the enemy, they were put to flight ; 
of whom were slain about five thousand, and the 
rest being dispersed, triec^ as well as they were 
able, to save themselves. However, Aristobulus 
had with him still above a thousand, and with them 
he fled to Macherus, and fortified the place ; and 
though he had an ill sucosss, he still had good bopa 
of his afiairs ; but when he had struggled against 
the siege for two days' tune, and bad received many 
wounds, he was brought as a captive to Gabinius, 
with his son Antigonius, who also fled with hun 
from Rome ; and this was the fortune of Aristo- 
bulus, who was sent back again to Rome, and was 
there retained in bonds, having been both king and 
high-priest for three years and six months ; and 
was indeed an eminent person, and one of a great 
soul. However, the senate kt his ehiidnn go^ 
upon Gabmius's writing to them that he had pro- 
mised their mother so much when she daUverea up 
the fortresses to him ; aad aoeocdi^gly they then 
returned to Jerusalem. 

2. Now when Gabinius was making an expedi- 
tion Mainst the Parthians, and had already passed 
over Euphrates, he changed his mind, and r^ved 
to return into Egypt, in order to restore Ptolemy to 
bis kingdom^t This hath also been related else- 
where. However, Antipater supplied his army, 
whioh he sent against Arehelans, with com, and 
weapons, and money. He also made those Jews 
who were above Pelusium his friends and confede- 
ratesy and had been the guardians of the passes 
that led into Egypt. But when he came back out 
of Egypt, he found Syria in disorder with seditions 
aad troi^es ; for Alexander, the son of Aristobu- 
lus, having seized on the government a second 
time by foroe, made many of the Jews revolt to 
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him ; and ao he marched over the country with a 
great army, and slew all the Romans he could light 
upon, and proceeded to hesiege the mountain called 
Gerizzim, whither they had retreated. 

3. But when Grahinius found Syria in such a state, 
he sent Antipater, who was a prudent man, to those 
that were seditioiis, to try whether he could cure 
them of their madness, and persuade them to re- 
turn to a better mind ; and when he came to them, 
he brought many of them to a sound mind, and in- 
duced them to do what they ought to do. But he 
could not restrain Alexander, for he had an army 
of thirty thousand Jews, and met Gabinius, and, 
joioing battle with him, was beaten, and lost ten 
thousand of his men about Mount Tabor. 

4. So Gabinius settled the affairs which belonged 
to the city Jerusalem, as was agreeable to Antipa- 
ter's inclination, and went against the Nabateans, 
and overcame them in battle. He also sent away 
in a friendly manner, Mithridates and Orsanes, 
who were Parthian deserters, and came to him, 
though the report went abroad that they had run 
away from him. And when Gabinius had per- 
formed great and glorious actions, in his manage- 
ment of the affairs of the war, he returned to Rome, 
and delivered the government to Crassus. Now, 
Nicolaus of Damascus, and Strabo, of Cappadocia, 
both describe the expeditions of Poropey and Gabi- 
nius against the Jews, while neither of them say 
any thing new which is not in the other. 



CHAPTER VII. 

BOW CKA88US CAMS INTO JUDEA, AND PILLAGED 

THE temple; and then mabchbd against tub 

PARTHIANS, AND PERISHED, WITH HIS ARMT. 
ALSO HOW CA881U8 OBTAINED STRIA, AND PUT A 
STOP TO THE PARTHIANS, AND THEN WENT UP 
TO JUDEA. 

( 1. Now Crassus, as he was going upon his expe- 
dition against the Parthians, came into Judea, and 
carried off the money that was in the temple, which 
Pompey had left, being two thousand talents, and 
was disposed to spoil it of all the gold belonging to 
it) which was eight thousand talents. He also took 
a beam, which was made of solid beaten gold, of 
the weight of three hundred minse, each of which 
weighed two pounds and a half. It was the priest 
who was guardian of the sacred treasures, and 
whose name was Eleazar, that gave him this beam, 
not out of a wicked design, for he was a good and 
a righteous man ; but being intrusted with the 
custody of the veils belonging to the temple, which 
were of admirable beauty, and of very costly work- 
manship, and hung down from this beam, when he 
. saw that Crassus was busy in gathering money, 
and was in fear of the entire ornaments of the 
temple, he gave him this beam of gold as a ransom 
for the whole, but this not'tUl he had given his 
oath that he would remove nothing else out of the 
temple, but be satisfied with this only, which he 
should rive him, being worth ten thousand [she- 
kels]. Now, this beam was contained in a wooden 
beam that was hollow, but was known to no others ; 
but Eleazar alone knew it ; yet did Crassus take 
away this beam, upon the condition of touching no- 
thing else that belonged to the temple, — and then 



brake his oath, and carried away all the gold that 
was in the temple. 

2. And let no one wonder that there was so 
much wealth in our temple, since all the Jewa 
throughout the habitable earth, and those that 
worshipped God, nay, even those of Asia and Eu- 
rope, sent their contributions to it, and this from 
very ancient times. Nor is the largeness of these 
sums without its attestation ; nor is that greatness 
owing to our vanity, as raising it without ground to 
so great a height: but there are many witnesses to 
it, aud particularly Strabo of Cappadocia, who says 
thus : — ** Mithridates sent to Cos, and took the 
money which queen Cleopatra had deposited there ; 
as also eight hundred talents belonging to the 
Jews." Now we have no public money but only 
what appertains to God ; and it is evident that the 
Asinn Jews removed this money, out of fear of 
Mithridates ; for it is not probable that those of 
Judea, who had a strong city and temple, should 
send their money to Cos ; nor is it likely that the 
Jews who are inhabitants of Alexandria, should do 
ao neither, since they were in no fear of Mithridates. 
And Strabo himself bears witness to the same 
thing in another pUce ; that at the same time that 
Sylla passed over into Greece, in order to fight 
against Mithridates, he sent Lucullus to put an end 
to a sedition that our nation, of whom the habitable 
earth is full, had raised in Cyrene ; where he speaks 
thus : — " There were four classes of men among 
those of Cyrene ; that of citizens, that of husband- 
men, the third of strangers, and the fourth of 
Jews. Now these Jews are already gotten into all 
cities ; and it is hard to find a place m the habita- 
ble eartli tliat hath not admitted this tribe of men, 
apd is not po68e8«ed by them : aud it hath come to 
pass that Egypt and Cyrene, as having the same 
governors, and a great number of other nations, 
imitate their way of living, and maintain great 
bodies of these Jews in a peculiar manner, and 
grow up to greater prosperity with them, and make 
use of the same laws with that nation also. Ac- 
cordingly, the Jews have places assigned them in 
Egypt, wherehi they inhabit, besides what is pecu- 
liarly allotted to this nation at Alexandria, which 
b a large part of that city. There is also an eth- 
narch allowed them, who governs the nation, and 
distributes justice to them, and takes care of their 
contracts, and of the laws to them belonging, as if 
he were the ruler of a free republic. In Egypt, 
therefore, this nation is powerful, because the Jews 
were originally Egyptians, and because the land 
wherein they inhabit, since they went thence, is 
near to Egypt They also i*emuved into Cyrene, 
becfiuse that this land adjoined to the government 
of Egypt, as well as does Judea, or rather was 
formerly under the same government." And this 
is what Strabo says. 

3. So when Crassus had settled all things as he 
himself pleased, he marched into ParthSa, where 
both he iiimeelf and all his army perished, as hath 
been related elsewhere. But Cassius, as he fled 
from Rome to Syria, took p08session of it, and was 
an impediment to the Parthians, who, by reason of 
their victory over Crassus, made incursions upon 
it : and as he came back to Tyre, he went up into 
Judea also, and fell upon Tarichece, and presently 
took it, and carried about thirty thousand Jews 
captives ; and slew Pitholaus, who succeeded Aris- 
tobulus in his seditious practices, and that by the 
persuasion of Antipater, who proved to have great 
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interest in him, and was at that time in great re- 
pute with the Idomeans also : out of which nation 
he married a- wife, who was the daughter of one of 
their eminent men, and her name was Cypres,* hy 
whom he had four sons, Phasael, and Herod, whio 
was afterwards made Icing, and Joseph, and Phero- 
ras ; and a daughter, named Salome. This Anti- 
pater culdrated also a friendship and mutual kind- 
ness with other potentates, but especially with the 
king of Arabia, to whom he committed his children, 
whue he fought against Aristobulus. So Cassius 
removed his camp, and marched to Euphrates, to 
meet those that were coming to attack him, as hath 
been related by others. 

4. But some time afterwards, Caoear, when he 
bad taken Rome, and after Pompey and the senate 
were fled beyond the Ionian Sea, freed Aristobulus 
from his bonds, and resolved to send him into 
Syria, and delivered two legions to him, that he 
mfght set matters right, as being a potent man in 
that country : but Aristobulus had no enjoyment 
of what he hoped for from the power that was given 
him by Ceesar ; for those of Pompey's party pre- 
vented it, and destroyed him by poison ; and those 
of Casar's party buried him. His dead body also 
lay, for a good while, embalmed in honey, till An- 
tony afterwards sent it to Judea, and caused him 
to be buried in the royal sepulchre. But Scipio, 
upon Pompey's sending to him to slay Alexander, 
the son of Aristobulus, because the young man was 
accused of what offences he had been guilty of at 
first against the Romans, cutedt^his head ; and 
thus did he die at Antioch.^BKPtoIoroy, the son 
of Menneus, who was the ruler of Chalcis, under 
Mount Libanus, took his brethren to him, and sent 
bis son Philippion to Askelon to Aristobulus's wife, 
and desired her to send back with him her son 
Antigonus and her daughters : the one of whom, 
whose name was Alexandra, Philippion fell in love 
with, and married her ; though afterwards his fa- 
ther Ptolemy slew him, and married Alexandra, 
and continued to take care of her bretliren. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

THE JBWB BECOME CONFEDERATES WITH CJBSAS, 
WHEN BE FOUGHT AGAINST EGYPT. THE GLORI- 
OUS ACTIONS OF ANTIPATER, AND HIS FRIEND- 
SHIP WITH CiEBAR. THE HONOURS WHICH THE 
JEWS RECEIVED FROM THE ROMANS AND ATHE- 
NIANS. 

§ 1. Now after Pompey was dead, and after that 
victory Csssar had srained over him, Antipater, who 
managed the Jewidi affiurs, became very useful to 
CsBsar when he made war against Egypt, and Uut 
by the order of Hyreanns ; for when Mithridates 
ni Perglunns was bringing his auxiliaries, and was 
not able to eontinue his march through Pelusium, 
but obliged to stay at Askelon, Antipater came to 
him, conducting three thousand of the Jevrs, armed 
men : he had also taken care the principal men of 
the Arabians should oome to his assistance ; and 
on his account it was that all the Syrians assisted 
him also, as not willing to appear behindhand in 
their alacrity for Caesar, viz. Jamblicus the ruler, 

' Dr. UadNO AbMTTM, that lb* nam* of this wifc of Antipater, in 
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and Ptolemy his son, and Tholomy the son of So- 
hemus, who dwelt at Mount Libanus, and almost 
all the cities. So Mithridates marched out of Sy- 
ria, and came to Pelusium ; and when its^nhabit- 
ants would not admit him, he besieged the city. 
Now Antipater signalized himself here, and was 
the first who plucked down a part of the wall, and 
so opened a way to the rest, whereby they might 
enter the city, and by this means Pelusium was 
taken. But it happened that the Egyptian Jews, 
who dwelt in the country called Onion, would not 
let Antipater and Mithridates^ with their soldiers, 
pass to Cassar ; but Antipater persuaded them to 
come over to Uieir party, because he was of the 
same people with them, and that chiefly by show- 
ing them the epistles of Hyrcanus the high -priest, 
wherein he exhorted them to cultivate friendship 
with Qasar ; and to supply his army witli money, 
and all sorts of provisions which they wanted ; and 
accordingly, when they saw Antipater and the high- 
priest of the same sentiments, they did as ikey 
were desired. And when the Jews about Memphis 
heard that these Jews were oome over to Cimar, 
they also invited Mithridates to oome to them ; so 
he came and received them also into his army. 

2. And when Mithridates had gone over all 
Delta, as the place is called, he came to a pitched 
battle with the enemy, near the place called the 
Jewish Camp. Now Mithridates had the right 
wing, and Antipater the left ; and when it eame to 
fighty that wing where Mithridates was gave way, 
and was likely to suffer extremely, unless Antipater 
had come running to hip with his own soldiers 
along the shore, when he had already beaten the 
enemy that opposed him ; so he delivered Mithri- 
dates, and put those Egyptians who had been too 
hard for him to flight He also took theur camp, 
and continued in the pursuit of them. He also 
recalled Mithridates, who had been worsted, and 
was retired a great way off, of whose soldiers eight 
hundred fell ; but of Antipater's fifty. So Mithri- 
dates sent an account of this battle to Ceesar, and 
openljr declared that Antipater was the author of 
this victory, and of his own preservation ; inso- 
much that CiBsar commended Antipater then, and 
made use of him all the rest of that war in the most 
haaairdous undertakings : he also happened to be 
wounded in one of those engagements. 

3. However, when Casar, after some time, had 
finished that war, and was sailed awav for Syria, 
he honoured Antipater greatly, and confirmed Hyr- 
canus in the high-priesthood; and bestowed on 
AntiiMiter the privilege of a citizen of Rome, and a 
freedom from taxes everywhere ; and it is reported 
by many, that Hyrcanus went along with Antipater 
in this expedition, and came himself into Egypt. 
And Strabo of Cappadocia bears witness to this, 
when he says thus, in the name of Asinius : — 
" After Mithridates had invaded Egypt, and with 
him Hyrcanus the high-priest of the Jews." Nay, 
the same Strabo says thus again, in another plaoe^ 
in the name of Hypsicrates, that ** Mithridates at 
first went out alone ; but that Antipater, who had 
the care of the Jewish affairs, was called by him 
to Askelon, and that he had gotten ready three 
thousand soldiers to go along with him, and encou- 
raged otlier governors of the countiy to go along 
with him also { and that Hyrcanus the high-prie»t 
wasalsopresent in this expedition." This is what 
Strabo says* 

4. But AntigoouSy the son of Aristobulus, cama 
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at this time to GsBMr, and lameDted his fatherVi 
&te : and complained, that it was by Antipater's 
means that Aristobaliu was taken off by poison, 
and his brother wws beheaded by Scipio, and de- 
sired that he would take pity of him who had been 
ejected out of that principality which was due to 
mm. He also accused Hyrcanns and Antipater 
as gOTsniing the nation by yiolenoe, and offer- 
ing injuries to himself. Antipater was present, 
and inade his defence as to the accusations that 
were Uid against him. He demonstrated, that 
Antigonus and his party were given to innovation, 
and were seditious persons. He also put Caesar in 
mind what difficult services he had undergone when 
he assisted him in his wars, and discouraed about 
what he was a witness of himself. He added, that 
Aristobulus was justly carried away to Rome, as 
one that was an enemy to the Romans, and could 
never be brought to be a friend to them, and that 
his brother had no mere than he deserved from 
Scipio, as being seized in committing robberies ; 
and that this punishment was not inflicted on him 
in a way of violence or iniustioe by him that did it. 
5. When Antipater had made this speech, Ceesar 
appointed Hvroanns to be hieh-priest, and gave 
Antipater what principality lie himself should 
choose, leaving the determination to hiinself ; so 
he made him procurator of Judea. He also gave 
Hjrroanns leave to raise up the walls of his own 
city, upon his asking tha^ favour of him, for they 
had been demolished by Pompey. And this grant 
he sent to the consuls of Rome, to be engraven in 
the eapitol. The decree of the senate was this that 
follows :* ** Lucius Valerius, the son of Lucius the 
prtetor, referred this to the senate, upon the Ides 
of December, in the temple of Concord. There 
were present at the writing of this decree Lucius 
CoponiuSy the son of Lucius of the Colline tribe, 
and Papirius of the Quirine tribe, concerning the 
affairs which Alexander, the son of Jason, and 
Numenins the son of Antiocbus, and Alexander, 
the son of Dositheus, ambassadors of the Jews, 
good and worthy men, proposed, who came to renew 
that league of good-will and friendship with the 
Romans which w^ in being before. They also 
brought a shield of gold, as a mark of confederacy, 
valued at fifty thousand pieces of gold ; and desired 
that letters might be given them, directed both to 
the free cities and to the kings, that their country 
and their harens might be at peace, and that no 
one among them might receive any injury. It 
therefore pleased [the senate] to make a league of 
friendship and good-will with them, and to bestow 
on them whatsoever they stood in need of, and to 
accept of the shield which was brouzht by them. 
This was done in the ninth year of Hyrcanus the 
high-priest and ethnarch, in the month Panemus." 
Hyrcanns also received honours from the people 
of Athens, as having been useful to them on many 
occasions ; and when they wrote to him, they sent 
him this decree, as it here follows:— -*< Under the 
pmtaneia and priesthood of Dionysius, the son of 
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Esculapius, on the fifth day of the Utter part of 
the month Panemus, this decree of the Atheoiana 
was given to their commanders, when Agathocles 
was archon, and Eucles, the son of Menander of 
Alimusisy was the scribe. In the month Mony- 
chion, on the eleventh day of the Pmtaneia, a 
a council of the presidento was held in the theatre. 
Dorotheus the high-priest, and the fellow-presi- 
dento with him, put it to the vote of the people. 
Dionysius, the son of Dionysius, gave the sentence. 
Since Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, the high- 
priest and ethnuvh of the Jews, continues to bear 
good-will to our people in general, and to eveiy 
one of our citizens in particular, and tivate them 
with all sorto of kindness ; and when any of the 
Athenians come to him, either as ambassadors, or 
on any occasion of their own, he receives them in 
an obliging manner, and sees that they are con- 
ducted back in safety, of which we have had seve- 
ral former testimonies : it is now also deczeed, at 
the report of Theodosius, the son of Theodorusy 
and upon his putting the people in mind of the 
virtue of this man, and that his purpose is to do 
us all the good that is in his power, to honour him 
with a crown of gold, the usual reward according 
to the Uw, and to erect his statue in brass in the 
temple of Demos and of the Glraces; and that this 
present of a crown shall be prodaioAed publidy in 
the theatre, in the Dionysian shows, while the new 
tragedies are acting ; and in the Panathenean, and 
Eleusinian, and Gynmical shows also; and that 
the commanders shall take care, while he continues 
in his friendship, and preserves his good-will to us, 
to return all possible honour and favour to the 
man, for his aflfection and generosity ; that by this 
treatment it may appear how our people receive 
the good kindly, and rapay them a suitable reward ; 
and no may be induced to pixKseed In his affection 
towards us, by the honours we hare already paid 
him. That ambassadors be also chosen out of all 
the Athenians, who shall carry this decree to him, 
and desire him to accept the honours we do him, 
and to endeavour always to be doing some good to 
our city." — And this shall suffice us to have spoken 
as to the honours that were paid by the Romans 
and by the people of Athens to Hyrcanus. 



CHAPTER IX. 

BOW ANTIPATEB OOMMITIBD THB CA.&B OF QAf.lT.K^ 
TO HEBOD, AND THAT OF JERU8AIJBM TO PIIASA- 
BLUS ; AS ALSO, HOW HBBOD, UPON THB JBWS' 
BNVY AT ANTIFAZBB, WAS A0CI7SED BBFOBS UtB- 
CANU8. 

§ I. Now when Casar had settled the affiun of 
Syria, he sailed away ; and as seen aa Antipater had 
conducted CsBsar out of Syria, he retnmBd to Ju- 
dea. He then immediately raised up the waU 
which had been thrown down by Pompey ; and, by 
coming thither, he pacified that tumult which had 
been in the countiy, and this by both threatening 
and advising them to be quiet ; for that, if thsy 
would be of Hyroanus's side, they would live hap- 
pily, and lead thew lives without distorbanee/m 
the enjoyment of their own possessions ; but if they 
were addicted to the hopes of what might come by 
innovation, and auned to get wealth thereby, they 
should have him a severe master, instead of a gen- 
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tie governor, and Hyreanus a tyrant instead of a 
king, and the Bomanfi, together with GeBsar, their 
bitter enemies, instead of rulers, for that they would 
never bear him to be set aside whom they had ap- 
pointed to govern. And when Antipater had said 
this to them, he himself settled the affairs of this 
country. 

2, And seeing that Hyrcanus was of a slow and 
slothful temper, he made Phasaelus, his eldest son, 
governor of Jerusalem, and of the places that were 
about it, but cummitted Galilee to Herod, his next 
BOO, who was then a very young man, for he was 
but fifteen years of age ;* but that youth of his was 
no impediment to him ; but as he was a youth of 
great mind, he presently met with an opportunity 
of signalizing his courage ; for, finding there woa 
one Uezekias, a captain of a band of robbers, who 
overran the neighbouring ports of Syria with a gi*eat 
troop of* them, be seized him and slew him, as well 
as a great number of the other robbers that were 
with him ; for which action he was greatly beloved 
by the Syrians ; for when they were very desirous to 
have their countrv freed from this nest of robbery 
be purged it of uiem : so they sung songs in his 
commendation in their villages and cities, as hav- 
ing procured them peace and the secure enjoyment 
of their possessions ; and on this account it was 
that he became known to Sextus Caesar, who was 
a relation of the great Csesar, and was now presi- 
dent of Syria. Isow Phasaelus, Herod's brother, 
was moved with emulation at his actions, and en- 
vied the fame he had thereby gotten, and became 
ambitious not to be behind-hand with him in de- 
serving it : so he made the inhabitants of Jerusa- 
lem bear him the greatest |;ood-will while he held 
the city himself, but did neither manage its affairs 
improperly, nor abuse his authori^ therein. This 
conduct procured from the nation to Antipater 
sDch resjiect as is due to kings, and such honours 
as he might partake of if he were an absolute lord 
of the country. Yet did not this splendour of his, 
as frequently happens, in the least diminish in him 
Uiat kindness and fidelity which he owed to 
H>Tcanu8. 

3. But now the principal men among the Jews, 
when they saw Antipater and his sons to grow so 
uiuch in the good-will the nation bare to them, and 
in the revenues which they received out of Judea, 
and out of Hyrcanus's own wealth, they becams 
ill-disposed to him ; for indeed Antipater had con- 
tracted a friendship with the Koman emperors ; 
and when he had prevailed with Hyrcanus to send 
them money, he took it to himself, and purloined 
the present intended, and sent it as if it were his 
own, and not Hyrcanus's gift to them. Hyrcanus 
heard of this management, but took no care about 
it ; nay, he rather was glad of it : but the chief 
men of the Jews were tnereibre in fear, because 
they saw that Herod was a violent and bold man, 
and very desirous of acting tyrannically ; so they 
came to Hyrcanus, and now accused Antipater 
openly, and said to him, '^ How long wilt thou be 
quiet under such actions as are now done I Or dost 
thou not see that Antipater and his sons have 
already seized upon the government, and .that it is 

•ThOM wbo win oanAilly otaarr* the Nrcral ooeulonal iramban 
«a4 elwKiotala*] chmMtan ta ih* life and dwth of thli Hercd, mad of 
ht* chMdnn, h«naitor noud, will i>e«. that tw«oty-flv« ywy, Mid not 
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■■■orHcrod, «k«a he wm mada governor of GnlUr*. Sm cb. xxUL 
miH. 6; ud ah. xidir. Met. 7; and particular Ijr Antta. b. jtvii. oh. vUl. 
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only the name of a king which is given thee t But 
do not thou suffer these things to be hidden firom 
thee ; nor do thou tliink to escape danger by being 
so careless of thyself and of thy kingdom ; for 
Antipater and his sons are not now stewards ot 
thine affairs ; do not thou deceive thyself with snoh 
a notion ; they are evidently absolute lords ; for 
Herod, Antipat^r's son, hath shun Heaekiah and 
(hose that were with him, and hath thereby trans- 
gressed our Uw, which hath forbidden to slay any 
man, even though he were a wicked man, mless 
he had been first condeomed to suffer dea^ by the 
8anbedrim,+ yet hath he been so insolent as to do 
this, and that without ax^ authority from thee.** 

4. Upon Hyrcanus hearing this he complied with 
them. The mothers also of those who had been 
•slaia by Herod raised his indignsftion ; tot those 
women continued every day in the tempie, per^ 
fluading the king and the people that Herod ought 
undergo a trial before the sanhedrim for what he 
had done. Hyrcanus was so moved by these eom- 
plaints, that he summoned Hood to come to his 
trial for what was chai;ged upon him. Aceordiagly 
he came ; but his lather had persuaded him to 
come not like a private man, but with a guard, for 
the security of his person ; and that when he had 
settled the affain of Galilee in the best maaaer he 
could for his own advantage, he should eome to his 
trial, but still with a body dt men sufficient for his 
security on his journey, yet so that he ehoidd not 
ooms with ao great a force as might look like teni- 
fying HyroanuSy but still auch a one as might not 
expose him nakadaod ungnarded [to his eneniiee]. 
However^ Sextos Gnsar, president of Syria, wrote 
to HycoanuB, and desired him to clear Uerod, and 
dismiss him at his trial, and threatened bin bsfore- 
hand if be did not do it. Whioh epistle ef his was 
the occiwion of Hyrcanus delivering Herod from 
sulEBiiD^ any harm from the sanhedrim. Car he 
lov«d Jkwn as his omn mm ; but when Herod stood 
before tfie aanhfldrini, with his body 4>f men about 
him, he affrighteid them all, and no one of bis ler- 
raer accuaetB durst alter that bring any cbavge 
againBt him, but there was a deep sifenee, and wx- 
body knew tHiAt was to be done. When a&ira 
stood thus, one whose name ms fiameas^: a righte- 
.OttS nuin he w»a,and for that reason above all fear, 
rose up, and said, ^ O you that are assesson with 
me, and O thou that art our king, I neither have 
everniyself known auoh a. ease, nor do I suppose 
that any one of you can name its psralisl, that 
one who is called to take his trial by us ever stood 
in sueh a manner before us ; but every one, who- 
soever he be, that comes to be tried by this sanhe- 
drim, presents himself in a submissive manner, 
and like one that is in fear of hunself, and that en- 
deavours to move our eompaasien, mrith his hair 
dishevelled, and in a black and mourning garment : 
but this admirable man Herod, who is aeeused of 
murder, and called to answer so heavy an acooaa- 
tioUf stands here clothed in purple, and with the 
hair of his head finely trimmed, and with his armed 
men about him, that if we shall condemn him by 
our law, he may slay us, and by oTorbearing juaiiee 
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may himself escape death ; yet do not I make this 
oomplaiiit against Herod himself : he is to be sure 
more concerned for himself than for the laws ; but 
my compUint is against yourselves and your king, 
who give him a licence so to do. However, take 
you notice, that God is great, and that tliis very 
man, whom you are going to absolve and dismiss, 
for the sake of Hyrcanus, will one day punish both 
you and your king himself also." Nor did Sameas 
mistake ia any part of this prediction ; for when 
Herod had received the kingdom, he slew all the 
members of this sanhedrim, and Hyrcanus himself 
also, excepting Sameas, for he had a great honour 
for him on account of his righteousness, and be- 
cause, when the city was afterwards besieged by 
Herod and Sosius, he persuaded the people to ad« 
mit Herod into it ; and told them, that for their 
sins they would not be able to escape his hands : — 
which things will be related by us in their proper 
places. 

6. But when Hyrcanus saw that the members of 
the sanhedrim were ready to pronounce the sen- 
tence of death upon Hett>d, he put off the trial to 
another day, and sent privately to Herod, and ad- 
vised him to fly out of the city ; for that by this 
means he might escape. So he retired to Damas- 
eos, as though he fled from the king ; and when 
he had been with Sextus Csesar, and had put his 
own affiurs in a sure posture, he resolved to do 
thus : — That in case he were again summoned be- 
fore the sanhedrim to take his trial, he would not 
obey that summons. Hereupon the members of 
the sanhedrim had great indignation at this pos- 
ture of affairs, and endeavoured to persuade Hyr- 
canus that all these things were against him ; 
which state of matters he was not ignorant of ; but 
his temper was so unmanly and so foolish, that he 
was able to do nothing at all ; but when Sextus 
had made Herod general of the army of Celesyria, 
for he sold him tliat post for money, Hyrcanus was 
in fear lest Herod sliould make war upon him ; nor 
was the effect of what he feared long in coming 
upon him^ — for Herod came, and brought an army 
along with him to fight with .Hyrcanus, as being 
angry at the trial he had been summoned to under- 
go before the sanhedrim ; but his father Antipater, 
and his brother [Piiasaelus] met him, and hindered 
him from assaulting Jerusidem. They also paci- 
fied his vehement temper, and persuaded him to 
do no overt action, but only to affright them with 
threatenings, and to proceed no further against one 
who had given him. the dignity he had : they also 
deeired him not only to be augry that he was sum- 
moned, and obliged to come to his trial, but to 
remember withal how he was dismissed witliout 
condemnation, and how he ought to give Hyrcanus 
thanks for the same ; and that he was not to re- 
gard only what was disagreeable to him, and be 
unthankful for his dehverance. So they desired 
him to consider, that since it is God that turns the 
aealesof war, tliere is great uncertainty in the issue 
of battles, and tliat therefore he ought not to ex- 
' pect Uie victory when he should fight with his 
king, and him that had supported him, and be- 
stowed many benefits upon him, and had done no- 
thing of itself very severe to him ; for that his 
accusation, which was derived from evil counsellors, 
and not fjn>m .himself, had rather the suspicion of 
•ome severity, than any thing really severe in it 
Herod was {persuaded b^ tiiese arguxnents, and 
believed that it was sufficient for his fudire hopes 



to have made a show of his strength before the 
nation, and done no more to it ; — and in this state 
were the affairs of Judea at this time* 



CHAP'^ER X. 

THE HONOlfRS THAT WE&B PAID THE JEWS ; AND 
THE LEAGUES THAT WERE MADE Bt THE KOHANS, 
AND OTHER NATIONS, WITH THEM. 

$ 1. Now when Ciesar was come to Rome, he was 
ready to sail into Africa to fight against Scipio and 
Cato, when Hyrcanus sent ambassadors to him, 
and by tliem desired that he would ratify that 
league of friendship and mutual alliance which was 
between them ; and it seems to me to be necessary 
here to give an account of all the honours that the 
Romans and their emperors paid to our nation, 
and of the leagues of mutual assistance they have 
made with it, that all the rest of mankind may 
know what regard the kings of Asia and Europe 
have had to us, and tliat they have been abund- 
antly satisfied of our courage and fidelity ; for 
whereas many will not believe what hath been 
written about us by the Persians and Macedonians, 
because those writings are not everywhere to be 
met with, nor do lie in public places, but among 
us ourselves, and certain otlier barbarous nations, 
while there is no contradiction to be made against 
the decrees of the Romans, for they are laid up iu 
tlie public places of the cities, and are extant still 
in the capitol, and engraven upon pillars of brass ; 
nay, besides this, Julius Cocsar made a pillar of 
brass for the Jews at Alexandria, and declared 
publicly that they were citizens of Alexandria. 
Out of these evidences will I demonstrate what I 
say ; and will now set down the decrees made both 
by tlie senate and by Julius Cobsar, which relate to 
Hyrcanus and to our nation. 

2. *' Gains Julius Gucsar, imperator and high- 
priest, and dictator the second time, to the magis- 
trates, senate, and people of Sidon, sendeth greet- 
ing. If you be in health, it is well. I also and 
the army are well. I have sent you a copy of that 
decree, registered on the tables, which concerns 
Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, the high-priest 
and ethuarch of the Jews, that it may be laid up 
among the public records ; and I will that it be 
openly proposed in a table of brass, both in Greek 
and in Latin. It is as follows : — I Julius Geesar, 
imperator tlie second time, and high-priest, have 
made this decree, with the approbation of the 
senate : Whereas llyrcanus, the son of Alexander 
the Jew, hath demonstrated his fidelity and dili- 
gence about our affairs, and tliis botli now and in 
former times, both in peace and in war, as many of 
our generals have borne witness, and came to our 
assistance in tiie Alexandrian war,* with fifteen 
hundred soldiers ; and when he was sent up by me 
to Mithridates, showed himself superior in valour 
to all tlie rest of that army ; — for these reasons I 
will that Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, and his 
children be ethnarchs of the Jews, and have tlie 
liigh-priesthood of the Jews for ever, according to 
the customs of tlieir forefathers, and tliat he aud 

« That Ryrount «u hlmwlf In E^Tpt, along wiUi ADttpater, at thto 
time, to whom Ui« bold and prudent aetloiu of hit deputy Antifiata 
an hen awribad, ai this deeret oT JuUo* Omstr rappoMt, w«an brUMC 
a MU«d bj tba tMtimoay of Stisbo, alnady produoad bf jToMpbus cb. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 



3()J> 



his fion be oar confederateB ; and that besides this, 
•ver^ one of tliem be reckoned among our parti- 
cular friends. I also ordain, that he and his chil- 
dren retain whatsoever privileges belong to tlie 
office of high-priest, or wliatsoever favours have 
been bitlierto granted tliem ; and if at any time 
hereafter there arise any questions about the Jew- 
ish customs, I will that he determine the same ; 
and I think it not proper that they should be oblig- 
ed to find ns winter quarters, or that any money 
should be required of tliem.'* 

3. '< The decrees of Cains Ceesar, consul, con- 
taining wliat hath been granted and determined, 
are as follow : — That Hyrcanus and his children 
bear rule over the nation of the Jews, and have 
the profits of tlie places to them bequeatlied ; and 
that he, as himself the highf priest and ethnarch of 
the Jews, defend those that are injured ; and that 
anabaaaadors be sent to Hyroanus, tlie son of Alex- 
ander the high-priest of the Jews, that may dis^ 
oourse with him about a league of friendship and 
matual assistance ; and that a table of brass, con- 
taining tlie premises, be openly proposed in the 
capitoT, and at Sidon, and Tyre, and Askelon, and 
in the ttmple, engraven in Roman and Greek let- 
ters : that this decree may also be commuuicated 
to the questors and prtBtors of tlie several cities, 
and to the friends of the Jews : and that tlie am- 
bassadors may have presents made them, and that 
tliese decrees be sent everywhere." 

4. ** Cains Casar, imperator, dictator, consul, 
hath granted. That out of regard to the honour, and 
virtue, and kindness of tlie man, and for the ad- 
Tantage of the senate, and of tlie people of liome, 
Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, both he and his 
children, be high-priests and priests of Jerusalem, 
and of tbe Jewish nation, by the same right, and 
according to tlie same laws, by which their proge- 
nitors have held tlie priesthood." 

5. ^ Caius Cfiesar, consul the fifth time, hath de- 
creed, that the Jews shall possess Jerusalem, aud 
may encompass that city with walls ; aud tliat 
Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, the high-priest 
Kud ethnarch of tlie Jews, retain it, in the manner 
lie liimself pleases ; and the Jews be allowed to 
deduct out of their tribute, every second year the 
land is let [in tlie Sabbatic period], a corns of tliat 
tribute ; and that the tribute they pay be not let to 
fiurm, nor that they pay always the same tribute." 

6. '< Cains Csesar, imperator the second time, hath 
ordained. That all the country of the Jews, except- 
ing Joppa, do pay a tribute yearly for the city of 
Jerusalem, excepting the seventh, which tliey call 
the Sabbatical Year, because thereon they neither 
recttve the fruits of their trees, nor do they sow 
their land ; and that they pay tlieir tribute to Sidon 
on the second year [of that Sabbatic period], the 
fourth part of what was sown : and besides this, 
they are to pay the same titlies to Hyrcanus and 
his sons, which tliey paid to their forefathers. And 
that no one, neitlier president nor lieutenant, nor 
ambassador, raise auxiliaries within tlie bounds of 
Jadea, nor may soldiers exact money of them for 
winter quarters, or under any otlier pretence, but 
that they be free from all sorts of injuries : and 
that whatsoever they shall hereafter have, and are 
la possession of, or nave bought, they shall retain 
tbem all. It is also, our pleasure that the city 
Joppa, which the Jews had originally, when thev 
mactoa leasue of friendship wiOi the Romans, shall 
bebog tothem, as it fonnerly^did j and that Hyr- 



canus, the son of Alexander, and his sons, have as 
tribute of that city, from tliose that occupy the 
land, for the country, and for what tliey export 
every year to Sidon, twenty thousand six hundred 
and seventy-five modli every year, tlie seventh 
year, which tliey call tlie Sabbatic Year, excepted ; 
whereon they neither plough, nor receive tlie pro- 
duct of their trees. It is also tlie pleasure of the 
senate, that as to tlie villages which are in the 
great plain, which Hyrcanus and his forefatiiers 
fonneriy possessed, Hyrcanus and tlie Jews have 
them, with the same privileges with which they 
formerly had them also ; and Uiat the same original 
orduiances remain still in force which concern the 
Jews witli regard to their high-priests ; and that 
they enjoy the same benefits which they have had 
formerly by the concession of the people, and of tlie 
senate ; and let them enjoy the like privileges in 
Lydda. It is the pleasure also of the senate, that 
Hyrcanus the ethnarch, and tlie Jews, retain those 
places, countries, and villages, which belonged to 
the kings of Syria and Phcsnicia, the confederates 
of the Komans, and which tliey had bestowed on 
them as their free gifts. It is also granted to Hyr- 
canus, and to his sons, and to the ambassadors by 
them sent to us, tliat in the fights between single 
gladiators, and in those with beasts, they sliall sit 
among the senators to see those shiows ; and that 
when they desire an audience, they shall be intro- 
duced into tlie senate by the dictator, or b^ the 
general of the horse ; and when they have intro- 
uced them, their answers shall be returned them 
in ten days at the farthest, after the decree of tlie 
senate is made about their affairs." 

7. " Caius Ceesar, imperator, dictator the fourth 
time, and consul tlie fifth time, declared to be per- 
petual dictator, made tliis speech concerning tho 
rights aud privileges of Hyrcanus, tlie son of Alex- 
ander, the high-priest aud ethnarch of the Jews. 
Since tliose imperators* that have been in the pro- 
vinces before me have borne witness to Hyrcanus 
tho high-priest of the Jews, and to the Jews tliem- 
selves, and this before the senate and people of 
Rome, when the people and senate returned their 
thanks to them, it is good tliat we now also remem- 
ber the same, and provide tliat a requital be made 
to Hyrcanus, to the nation of tlie Jews, and to the 
sons of Hyrcanus, by the senate and people of 
Rome, and that suitably to what good-»will they 
have shown us, and to the benefits they have be* 
stowed upon us." 

8. << Julius Caius, praetor [consul] of Rome, to 
the magistrates, senate, aud people of the Parians, 
sendetli greeting. The Jews of Delos, and some 
other Jews that sojourn there, in the presence of 
yoor ambassadors, signified to us, that, by a decree 
of yours, you forbid them to make use of the eos- 
toms of their forefathers, and theur way of saored 
worship. Now it does not please mo that such de- 
crees raould be made against our friends and con- 
federates, whereby they are forbidden to Uve ac- 
cording to thev own customs, or to bring in con- 
tributions for common suppers and holy festivals, 
while they are not forbidden so to do even at Rome 
itself; for even Caios Ceesar, our imperator and 
consul, in that decree wherein he forbade the Bac- 
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riuinal rioters to meet in the eity, did yet permit 
tlieee Jews, «nd these oaly, botli to bring in their 
ormtributions, and to make their common suppers. 
Aooordingly, when I forbid other Bacchanal rioters, 
I permit these Jews to gather themselves together, 
according to the customs and laws of their forefa- 
thers, and to persist therein. It will be therefore 
good for yoo, that if you have made any decree 
against these our friends and confederates, to abro- 
gate the same, by reason of their virtue, and kind 
dlspositian towards us." 

9. Now after Cains was slain, when Marcus An- 
t»nius and Publius Dolabella were consuls, they 
both assembled the senate, and in trod need Hyrca- 
nus's ambassadors into it, and discoursed of what 
they desired, and made a league of friendship with 
them. The senate also decreed, to grant them ail 
they desired. I add the decree itself, that those 
who read the present work, may have ready by 
them a demonstration of the troth of what we say. 
The decree was this : — 

10. The decree of the senate, copied out of the 
treasury, from the public tables, belonging to the 
quaestors, when Quintus Rutilius and Caius Corne- 
lius were quaestors, and taken out of the second 
table of the first class, on the third day before the 
ides of April, in the temple of Concord. There 
were present at the writing of this decree, Lucius 
Calpumius Piso, of the Menenian tribe, Senrrus 
Papinias Potitus of the Lemonian tribe, Cains 
Caninins Bebilius of the Terentine tribe, Publius 
Tidetins, Lucius Apulinus, the son of Lucius, of 
the Sergian tribe, FUyius, the son of Lucius, of 
the Lemonian tribe, Publius Platius, the son of 
Publius, of the Papyrian tribe, Marcus Acilius, the 
son of Marcus, of the Mecian tribe, Lucius Eru- 
dus, the son of Lucius, of the StelUtine tribe, Mar- 
cus Quintus Plandllus, the son of Marcus, of the 
Pollian tribe, and Publius Serius. Publius Dola^ 
bella and Mjurcus Antonius, the consuls, made this 
reference to the senate, that as to those things 
which, by the decree of the senate, Caius Ciesar 
had adjudged about the Jews, and yet had not 
hitherto that decree been brought into the treasury, 
It is our will, as it is also the desire of Publius 
Dolabella and Marcus Antonius, our consuls, to 
liave these decrees put into the public tables, and 
brought to the city qusstors, that they may take 
ettre to have them put upon the double tables. 
This was done before the fifth of the ides of Febru- 
ary, in the temple of Concord. Now the ambaaaa* 
dors tnm Hyreanus the high-priest were these : — 
Lysimachns, the son of Pansanias, Alexander, the 
son of Theodoras, Patroclus, the son of Chereas, 
and Jotuftbaa, the son of Omns.** 

11. Hyreanus sent also one of these ambassadors 
tiy DobbelU, who was then the prefect of Asia, and 
desfrsNl him to dismiss the Jews from military ser- 
rleefl^ and to preserve to them the customs of their 
forefathers, and to permit them to Uve according 
*t» them. And when DoUbeUa had received Hyr^ 
eums's letter, without any farther deliberation, he 
sent an epistle to all the Asiatics, and partiouhurly 
to tiie eity of the Ef^esians, the metropolis of Asia, 
about the Jews ; a copy of whieh epistle here 

nriloWB J— 

12. '< When Artemon was prytanis, on the first 
day of the month Leneon, Polabella, imperator, to 
the senate and magistrates, and people of the Eplie- 
sians, sendeth greeting. Alexander, the son of 
TheodoruB, the ambassador of Hyreanus, tlie son 



of Alexander, the high-priest and ethnardi of the 
Jews, appeared before me, to show that his ooun* 
trymen could not go into Uieir armies, because they 
are not allowed to bear arms, or to trarel on the Sab- 
bath-days, nor there to procure themselves those 
sorts of food which they have been used to eat from 
the times of their forefathers, — I do therefore grant 
them a freedom from going into the army, as the 
former prefecto have (&ne, and permit them to use 
the customs of thehr forefatheiv, in assembling to* 
gether for sacred and religious purposes, as their 
hiw requires, and for oollecting oblations neoessarv 
for sacrifices ; and my will is, that you write this 
to the several cities under your jurisdiction." 

13. And these were the oonoessions that Dola- 
bella made to our nation when Hyreanus sent an 
embassage to him ; but Lucius the consul's decree 
ran thus : — ** I have at my tribunal set these JewK, 
who are citizens of Rome, and follow the Jewisli 
religious rites, and yet live at Ephesus, free from 
going into the army, on aceoont of the superstition 
tiiey are under. This was done before the twelfth 
of the calends of October, when Lndus Lentnlus ' 
and Caioa Maroellus were oonsuls, in the presence 
of Titus Appins Balgus, the son of Titus, aftd lieu- 
tenant of the Horatian tribe ; of Titus Tongius, 
the son of Titus, of the Crustumine tribe : of <£uin- 
tus Resius, the son of Quintus ; of Titus Pompeius 
Longinus, the son of Titus ; of Caius Servilins, the 
son of Caius, of the Terentine tribe ; of Braoehus 
the militanr tribune ; of Publius Lucius Gallus, 
the son of Publius, of the Yeturian tribe ; of Caius 
Sentius, the son of Cains, of tlie Sabbatine tribe ; 
of Titus Atihos Bnlbus, the son of Titus, lieutenant 
and vioe-pretor to the magistrates, senate, and peo- 
ple of the Ephesians, sendeth greeting. Lucius 
Lentulus the consul freed the Jews that are in Asia 
ttam going into the armies, at mv intercession for 
them ; and when I had made the same petition 
some time afterward to Phanius the imperator, and 
to Lucius Antonius the vice-qusestor, ( obtained 
the privilege of them also ; and my will is, that you 
UJne care mat no one give th«n any disturbance." 

14. The decree of the Delians. * The answer of 
the pretors, when Beotus was arehon, on the twen- 
tieth day of the month Thargeieon. While Marcus 
Piso tlie lieutenant lired in our city, who was also 
i4>pointed over tlie choice of the soldiers, he oaiied 
us, and many other of the citizens, an^ gare order, 
that if there be here any Jews who are Roman 
citizens, no one la to give them any disturbance 
about going into the army, beeause Comelins Len- 
tulus, the consul, freed the Jews frem going into 
the army, on account of the superstition tliey are 
under,— you are therefore obliged to submit to the 
pretor :" — and the like decree was made by the 
Sardians about us also. 

15. " Caius Phanius, the son of Caius, imperatot 
and consul, to the magistntea of Cos, sendeth 
greeting. I would have you knew that the ambas- 
sadors of the Jews have been with me, and desired 
they might have those decrees which the senate 
had made about them: which decrees are here 
subjoined. My will is, that you have a regard to 
and take care of these men, aoeording to the se- 
nate's decree, that they may be saifely ooaveyed 
home through vour country.'* 

1 6. The deciaratioa of Lucius Lentcdus the con- 
sul : — " I have dismissed those Jews who are Ro- 
man citizens, and who appear to me to liave their 
religious rites, and to observe the laws of the Jewrs 
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At EphesoB, on aecount of the superstition they are 
under. This sot was done before the thirteenth of 
the calends of October." 

17. '^ Lucius Antonius, the son of Marcus, viee* 
q[nn8tor, and viee-pretor, to the magistrates, se* 
nate, and people of the Sardians, sendeth greeting. 
Those Jews that are our fellow- citizens of Rome, 
came to me, and demonstrated that they had an 
assembly of their own, according to the laws of 
their forefathers, and this from the beginmng, as 
also a place of their own, wherein they determined 
their snits and controversies with one another. 
Upon their petition therefore to me, that these 
might be lawful for them, I give order that these 
their privileges be preserved, and they be permitted 
to do aooordingly." 

18. The declaration of Msrcus Publius, the son 
of Spurius, and of Marcus, the son of Marcus, and 
of Lueiusy the son of Publius : — ^ We went to tlie 
prooonsul, and informed him of what Dositheus, 
the son of Cleopatrida of Alexandria, desired, that, 
if he thouffht good, he would dismiss those Jews 
who were Koman citizens, and were wont to observe 
the rites of the Jewish religion, on aecount of the 
superstition they were under. Accordingly he did 
dismiss them. This was done before the thirteenth 
of the calends of October." 

19. ** In the month QuintiliB, when Lndus Len- 
tulus and Caius MarceHus were consuls ; and there 
were present Titus Appius Balbus, the son of Titus, 
lieutenant of the Uoratian tribe, Titus Tongius of 
the Crustumine tribe, Quintus Rcsius, the son of 
<^ttintus, Tiius Pompeius, the son of Titus, Come- 
lins Longinus, Cains Servillus Bracchus, the son of 
Caius, a military tribune, of the Terentine tribe, 
Publius Clusius Gallus, the son of Publius, of the 
Veturian tribe, Caius Tentius, the son of Caius, a 
military tribune, of the Emilian tribe, Sextus Ati- 
lius Serranus, the son of Sextus, of the Esquiline 
tribe. Gains Pompeius, the son of Caius, of the 
Sabbatine tribe, Titus Appius Menander, the son 
of Titus, Publius Serviiius Strabo, the son of Pub- 
lius, Lucius Paodus Capito, the son of Lucius of 
the Colline tribe, Aulus Furius Tertius, the son of 
Aulus, and Appius Menas. In the presence of these 
it was that Lentulus pronounced this decree : I liave 
before the tribunal dismissed those Jews that are 
Boman citizens, and are accustomed to observe the 
sacred rites of the Jews at Ephesus, on account of 
the superstition they are under." 

20. ** The magistrates of the Laodieeans to Caius 
Robilius^ the son of Caius, the consul, sendeth 
greeting. Sopater, the ambassador of Hyrcanus 
the high-priest, hath delivered us an epistle from 
thee, whereby he lets us know that certain ambas- 
MMiors were come from Hyrcanus, the high-priest 
of the Jews, and brought an epistle written couf 
coming their nation, wherein they desire that the 
Jews may be allowed to observe their Sabbaths and 
other sacred rites, according to the laws of tlieir 
Ctoefatheriy and that they may be under no com- 
mand, because they are our friends and confede- 
rates ; and that nobody may injure them in our 
province. Now although the Tralliana there pre- 
sent contradicted them, and were not pleased with 
these decrees, yet didst thou give order that they 
should be observed, and informed us that thou 
badst been desired to write this to us about them. 
We therefore, in obedience to the injunctions we 
have received from thee, have received the epistle 
which thou sentest us, and have laid it up by itself 



among our public records ; and as to the other 
things about which thou didst send to us, we will 
take care that no complaint be made against us." 

21. << Publius Serviiius, the son of Publius, ot 
the Galban tribe, the proconsul, to the magistrates^ 
senate, and people of the Milesians, sendeth greet- 
ing. Prytanes, the son of Hermes, a citizen of 
yours, came to me when I was at Tralles, and held 
a court there, and informed me that you used the 
Jews in a way different from my opinion, and for- 
bade them to celebrate their Sabbaths, and to per- 
form the sacred rites reeeived from their forefa- 
thers, and to manage the fruits of the earth accord- 
ing to their ancient custom ; and tUat he had him- 
self been the promulger of your decree, according 
as your laws require ; I would therefore have you 
know, that upon hearing the pleadings on both 
sides, I gave sentence that the Jews should not be 
prohibited to make use of their own customs." 

22. The decree of those of Pergamus :— -<< When 
Cratippus was prytanis, on the first day oi» the 
month Desius, the decree of the pretors was tiiis : 
Since the Romans, following the conduct of their 
ancestors, undertake dangers for the common safety 
of all mankind, and are ambitious to settle their 
confederates and their friends in happiness, and in 
firm peace, and since the nation of the Jews, and 
Uieir high'priest Hyrcanus, sent as ambassadors to 
them, Strato, the son of Theodatus, and Apollonius, 
the son of Alexander, and Eneas, the son of Anti- 
pater, and AristobuluB, the son of Amyntas, and 
Sosipater, the son of Philip, worthy and good men, 
who gave a particular account of their affairs, tlie 
senate thereupon made a decree about what they 
had desired of them, that Antiochus the king, the 
son of Antiochus, should do no injury to the Jewsy 
the confederates of the Romans ; and that the for- 
tresses and the havens, and the country, and what- 
soever else he had taken from them, should be re- 
stored to them ; and that it may be lawful for them 
to export their goods out of their own havens ; and 
that no king nor people may have leave to export 
any goods, either out of the country of Judea, or 
out of their havens, without paying customsy but 
only Ptolemy, the king of Alexan&a, because he 
is our confederate and friend : and that, according 
to their desire, the garrison that is in Joppa may 
be ejected. Now Lucius Pettius, one of our sena- 
tors, a worthy and good man, gave order that we 
should take care that these things should be done 
according to the senate's decroe ; and that we 
should t^e cue also that their ambassadors might 
return home in safety. Accordingly we admitted 
Theodoras into our senate and assembly, and took 
the epistle out of his hands, as well as the decree 
of the senate : and as he discoursed with great zeal 
about the Jews, and described Hyreanus's virtue 
and generosity, and how he was a benefactor to all 
men in common, and particularly to ever^ body 
that comes to him, we laid up the epistle m our 
public records ; and made a decree ourselves, that 
since we also are in confederacy with the Romans, 
we would do every thing we could for the Jews, 
according to the senators decree. Theodorua aUo, 
who brought the epistle, desired of our pretors, 
that they would send Hyrcanus a copy of that de- 
cree, as also ambassadors to signify to him the 
affection of our people to him, and to exhort them 
to preserve and augment their friendship for us, 
and be ready to bestow other benefits u|>on us, as 
justly expecting to receive proper requitals iraax 
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ns ; and deeiring them to remember that oor an- 
•eston* were friendly to the Jews, even in the 
days of Abraham, who was the father of all the 
Hebrews, as we have [also] found it set down in 
our public records." 

23. The decree of those of Halicamassus. '' When 
Memnon, the son of Orestidas by descent, but by 
adoption of Euon^-mus, was priest, on the *** day 
of the month Ansterion, tlie decree of the people, 
upon the representation of Marcus Alexander, was 
tills : Since we have ever a great regard to piety 
towards God, and to holiness ; and since we aim to 
follow the people of the Romans, who are the bene- 
factors of all men, and what they have written to 
us about a league of friendship and mutual assist- 
ance between the Jews and our city, and that their 
sacred offices and accustomed festivals and assem- 
blies may be observed by them ; we have decreed, 
that as many men and women of the Jews as are 
willing so to do, may celebrate Uieir Sabbatlis, and 
perform their holy offices, according to the Jewish 
Jaws ; and may make their proseuchse at tlie sea^ 
side, according to the customs of their forefathers ; 
and if any one, whether he be a magistrate or m 
private person, hindereth them fi*om so doing, he 
shall be liable to a fine, to be applied to the uses of 
the city." 

24. The decree of the Sardians. ^^ This decree 
was made by the senate and people, upon the re- 
presentation of the pretors : — Whereas those Jews 
who are our fellow-citizens, and live with us in tliis 
dty, have ever had great benefits heaped upon them 
by the people, and have come now into the senate, 
and desired of the people, that upon the restitution 
of their Uw and their liberty, by the senate and 
people of Rome, they may assemble together, ac- 
cording to their ancient legal custom, and that we 
will not bring any suit against ^them about it ; and 

' that a place may be given Uiem where they may 
have their congregations, with tlieir wives and 
children, and may offer, as did their forefathers, 
their prayers and sacrifices to God. Now the se- 
nate and people have decreed to permit them to 
assemble together on the days formerly appointed, 
and to act according to their own laws ; and tliat 
such a place be set a]^art for them by the pretors, 
for the building and mhabiting the same, as they 
shall esteem iit for that purpose : and that those 
that take care of the provisions for the city, shall 
take eare that such sorts of food as they esteem tit 
for their eating, may be imported into the city." 

25. The decree of the Ephesians. <'When 
Menophilas was prytanis, on the first day of the 
month Artemisius, this decree was noade by the 
people :— Nieanor, the son of Euphemus, pronounc- 
ed it, upon the representation of the pretors. Since 
Che Jews that dwell in this city have petitioned 
Hareos Julius Pompeias, the son of Brutus, the 
proconsul, that they might be allowed to observe 
their Sabbaths, and to act in all things according 

* We hav* h««» molt nmariaibb and aathcntk attmtKtioB of th* 
rHItana of Pcrsunua, that ^bmbMn waa Uw flkthar of all the Hebrawa j 
tluu tbair owaaoeMfton wara. in Um oldest timet, tha/rinidt of thoM 
llabrawt; mod that Utu pubUe aeu of their dty, then exUnt, eonflnned 
the anme i which erldeiiea to too ttfonf to be evaded by our pro eiit 
Ignoranaa of the particular oeaa«lon of mu&t vwiant ft1«nd»hip and alii- 
anee batwaen thoia people. Bee the UIm full evidence of the kindred of 
tka Laaaannonlaiu and the Jawi « and that beeaiun they wen both the 
peaterity uf ^bnham. by apubUo epbtle of ihoM peviplc to the Jewn. 
nraecrved In the flnt twok of the lla«eabf«#, all. li-n, and thenee by 
Joerphu^ Aaiiq. b. all. eh. Iv. aeeu 10 1 both wbieh authentio ncorda 
VMr hiphly valoabla. It U ako well wurtliy of <tbMrvatian, what Mows 
OborenanalB. the prlneipal AmicniaA hutcM-ian, Infunna ua of, p. 83, that 
4naep*, vbo ralaed the IHirthlan ampiiv, wa« of the Mvt of Abraham 
«*y Kaauiah J and that thnvby waa acoumpllahed that prediction which 
•U. " JLiufa«f aauooa thall pn^oeed fnan ihee," tiax. 



to the customs of their forefathers, without impe- 
diment from any body, the pretor hath granted 
their petition. Accordingly, it was decreed by the 
senate and people, that in this affair that concerned 
the Romans, no one of them should be hindered 
from keeping the Sabbatli-day, nor be fined for so 
doing ; but that they may be allowed to do all things 
according to their own laws." 

26. Now there are many such decrees of the 
senate and imperators of the Romans,f and those 
different from these before us, which have been 
made in favour of Hyrcanus, and of our nation ; 
as also, there have been more decrees of the cities, 
and rescripts of the pretors to such epistles as con- 
cerned our rights and privileges : and certainly 
such as are not ill-disposed to what we write, may 
believe that they are all to this purpose, and that 
by the specimens which we have inserted : for 
since we nave produced evident marks that may 
still be seen, of the friendship we have had with 
the Romans, and demonstrated that those markd 
are engraven upon columns and tables of brass iu 
the Capitol, that are still in being, and preserved ' 
to this day, we have omitted to set them all down, 
as needless and disagreeable ; for I cannot suppose 
any one so perverse as not to believe the friendship 
we have ha!d with the Romans, while they have de- 
monstrated the same by such a great number of 
their decrees relating to us ; nor will they doubc 
of our fidelity as to the rest of these decrees, since 
we have shown the same in those we have produced. 
And thus have we sufficiently explained that friend- 
ship and confederacy ve at those times had with 
the Romans. 



CHAPTER XI. 

HOW MARCD8:{: SUCCEEDED 8EXTU8 WHEN HE HAD 
BEEN SLAIN BY BASSUS'S TREACHEBT ; AMD HOW, 
AFTER THE DEATH OF CiBSAR, CASSIUS CAME INTO 
SYRIA, AND DISTRESSED JUDEA ; AS ALSO, HOW 
MALICauS SLEW ANTI PATER, AND WAS HIMSELF 
SLAIN BY HEROD. 

§ 1. Now it SO fell out, that about this very time 
the affiura of Syria were in great disorder, and this 
on the occasion following : Cecilius Bassua, one of 
Pompey*s party, laid a treacherous design against 
Sextus Caesar, and slew him, and then took his 
army, and got the management of public affairs 
into his own hand ; so Uiere arose a great war 
about Apamia, while CsBsar's generab came against 
him with an army of horsemen and footmen ; to 
these Antipater sent also succours, and his sons 
with thein, as calling to mind the kindnesses they 
had received from Oesar, and on that account he 
thought it but just to require punishment for him, 
and to take vengeance on the man that had mur- 
dered him. And as the war was drawn out into a 
great length, Marcus came from Rome to take 

j If a» aamnare Joaephna^ pronUaa In net 4, to ptndiMa all tha pab» 
lie decieea of the Bonaans In IhTour of the J ews, with hia excuaa hen; &«• 
amlttlna anany of them, we may obacrva, that when he came lo iraa> 
scribe all thoae dccreea be had collected, he found thoni ao nttnicn>ua 
that hr thought he thould tow much tire hl<« readen If he had attamptttl 
It, which h« ih(ni«ht a •uBIoient apolosy Ibr hia canlttlag tha nM of 
th*-ni ; yet do tho»« by biin prudoeed afford such a atrong conSnnatlon 
to hia history, and give mch great light to even the Bonian antiqaitka 
thcnaelve , that I behave the eurhraa are not a Utila taaj tor auch hto 
oini-slona. 

i Fur Mareua, thia praaident of Syria, seat aa aaepaaapr to Sestoa 
Omar, the Boman hlkturlaoa raquiie ua to read ' Murona* In Jo^uhnn. 
and thia p^-ri^tually, both In these Antlquluaa and in his llMoty of tba 
Wan, .-u the laanud tvaanOly agsae. 
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Sextns's f^oTemment upon him: bat Cmnr was 
alain by Caasius and Brutus in the senate-house, 
after he had retained the government three years 
mnd six months. This fact, however, is rekted 
elsewhere. 

2. As the war that arose upon the death of Csesar 
was now begun, and the principal men were all 
gone, some one way, and some another, to raise 
armies, Cassius came fi*om Rome into Syria, in 
order to receive the [army that lay in the] camp 
at Apamia ; and having raised tlie siege, he brought 
over both Bassus and Marcus to his party. He 
then went over the cities, and got together weapons 
and soldiers, and laid great taxes upon those cities ; 
and he chiefly oppressed Judea, and exacted of it 
•even hundred talents : but Antipater, when he 
saw the state to be in so great consternation and 
disorder, he divided the collection of Uiat sum, and 
appointed his sons to gather it ; and so that part of 
it was to be exacted by Malichus, who was ill-dis- 
posed to him, and part by others. And because 
Herod did exact wliat is required of him from Ga- 
lilee before otliers, he was iu the greatest favour 
with Cassius ; for he thought it a ])art of prudence 
to cultivate a friendship with th^ Romans, and to 
gain their good- will at the expense of othera ; 
whereas the curators of other cities, with their 
citizens, were sold for slaves ; and Cassius reduced 
four cities into a state of slavery, the two most po- 
tent of which were Gophna and Enimaus ; and, 
besides these, Lydda and Thamna. Nay, Cassius j 
was so very angry at Malichus, that he had killed 
him (for he assaulted him) had not H vrcanus, by 
the means of Antipater, sent him an hundred ta- 
lents of his own, and thereby pacified his anger 
agamst him. 

3. But after Cassius was gone out of Judea, 
Malichus laid snares for Antipater, as thinking 
that his deatli would be the preservation of Hyrca- 
nus's government ; but hb design was not unknown 
to Antipater, which, when he perceived, he retired 
beyond Jordan, and got together an army, partly of 
Arabs, and partly of his own countrymen. How- 
ever, Malichus heiug one of gi'eat cunning, denied 
that he had laid any snares for him, and made his 
defence with an oath, both to himself and his sons ; 
and said that while Phasaelus had a garrison in 
Jerusalem, and Herod had the weapons of war iu 
his custody, he could never have thought of any 
such thing. So Antipater, perceiving the distress 
tliat Malichus was in, was reconciled to him, and 
made an agreement with him : this was when 
Marcus was president of Syria ; who yet perceiving 
that this Malichus was making a disturbance in 
Judea, proceeded so far that he had almost killed 
him ; but still, at the intercession of Antipater, he 
saved him. 

4. However, Antipater little thought that by 
saving Malichus, he bad saved his own murderer : 
for now Cassius and Marcus had got togetlier an 
army, and intrusted the entire care of it with Ilerud, 
and made him general of the forces of Celesyria, 
and gave him a fleet of ships, and an army of horse- 
men and footmen ; and promised him, that alier 
the war was over they would make him king of 
Judea ; for a war was already begun between Anto- 
ny and tlie younger Ciesar ; but as Malichus was 
most afraid of Antip&ter, he took him out of tlie 
way ; and by the offer of money, persuaded the but- 
ler of Hyrcanus, with whom they were both to 
ftast, to kill him by poison. This bebg done, and 



he having armod men with him, settled the affairs 
of the city. But when Antipater's sons, Herod 
and Phasaelus, were accquainted with this conspi- 
racy against their father, and had indignation at 
it, Malichus denied all, and utterly renounced any 
knowledge of the murder. And thus died Antipa- 
ter, a man that had distinguished himself for piety 
and justice, and love to his country. And whereas 
one of his sons, Herod, resolved immediately to re- 
venge their father's death, and was coming upou 
Malichus with an army for that purpose, the elde* 
of his sons, Phasaelus, thought it best rather to gtt 
this man into their hands by policy, lest they should 
appear to begin a civil war in the country ; so he 
accepted of Malichub's defeuce for himself, and 
pretended to believe him, that he had had no hand 
in the violent death of Antipater his father but 
erected a fine monument for him. Herod also went 
to Samaria : and when he found them in great din- 
tress, he revived their spirits, and composed their 
differences. 

5. However, a little after this, Herod, upon the 
approach of a festival, came with his soldiers into 
the city ; whereupon Malichus was affrighted, and 
persuaded Hyrcanus not to permit him to come into 
the city. Hyrcanus complied ; and, fur a pretence 
of excluding him, alleged, that a rout of strangers 
ought not to be admitted while the multitude were 
purifying themselves. But Herod had little regard 
to the messengers that were sent to him, and en- 
tered the city iu the night-time, and affrighted Ma- 
lichus, yet did he remit nothing of his former dis- 
bimuUtion, but wept for Antipater, and bewailed 
him as a friend of his, with a loud voice ; but Herod 
and his friends thought it proper not openly to 
contradict Malichus's hypocrisy, but to give him 
tokens of mutual friendship, inordbr to prevent his 
suspicion of them. 

6. However, Herod sent to Cassius, and inform- 
ed him of the murder of his father ; who knowing 
what sort of man Malichus was as to his morals, 
sent him back word, that he should revenge his 
father's death ; and also sent privately to the com- 
manders of his army at Tyre, with orders to assist 
Herod in the execution of a very just design of his. 
Now when Cassius had taken Laodicea, they all 
went together to him, and carried him garUuids 
and money : and Herod thought that Malichus 
might be punished while he was there ; but he was 
somewhat apprehensive of the thing, and designed 
to make some great attempt, and because his son 
was then an hostage at Tyre, he went to that city, 
and resolved to steal him away privately, and to 
march thence mto Judea ; and as Cassius was in 
haste to march against Antony, he thought to bring 
the country to revolt, and to procure the govern- 
ment for himself. But providence oppcMed his 
counsels ; and Herod being a shrewd man, and 
perceiving. what his intention was, he sent thither 
beforeliaud a servant, in appearance indeed to set 
a supper ready, for he had said before, that ne 
would feast tliem all there, but in reality to the 
commanders of the ai*my, whom he persuaded to go 
out against Malichus with their daggers. So they 
went out and met the man near ihe city, upon the 
sea-shore, and thei-e stabbed him. Whereupon 
Hyrcanus was so abtuuibhed at what liad happened^ 
that his speech failed him ; and when, after some 
difficulty, he had recovered himself, he asked Herud 
what the matter could be, and who<it was that slew 
.MuiichU') : and when he buid that it was done i*j 
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the eommand of Cawias, ha coramendad the motion ; 
for that Malichoa was a very wicked man, and one 
that eonspired against his own country. And this 
was the punishment that was infliotad upon Mali- 
chtts for what he wickedly did to Antipaler. 

7. But when Cassius was marched out of Syria, 
disturbances arose in Judea : for Felix, who was 
left at Jerusalem with an army, made a sudden at- 
tempt against Phasaelus, aud the people themselves 
rose in arms ; but Herod went to Fabius, the pre- 
fect of Damascus, and was desirous to run to his 
brother's assistance, but was hindered by a dis- 
temper that seized upon him, till Phasaelus him- 
self had been too hard for Felix, and had shut him 
up in the tower, and there, on certain conditions, 
dismissed him. Phasaelus aUo complained of 
Hyrcanus, that although he had received a great 
many benefits from them, yet did he support their 
enemies ; for Malichus's brother had made many 
places to revolt, and kept garrisons in them, and 
particularly Masada, the strongest fortress of them 
alL In the meantime, Herod was recovered of his 
disease, and came and took from Felix all the 
places he had gotten ; and, upon certain conditions, 
dismissed him also, ^ 



CHAPTER XII. 

Ukaob UBCZS ANTIGONUS, TUB SON OP ABISTOBU- 
LUSf OUT OF JUDBA, AND QAIlfS THB FBIBlfDSHIP 
OV ANTONY, WHO WAS NOW COMB INTO STBJA, 
BY SBNDINO HIM MUCH MONBY ; ON WHICH AC* 
COUNT UB WOULD NOT ADMIT OF THOSB THAT 
WOULD UAVB A0CU8BD HBBOD : AND WHAT IT 
WAS THAT ANTONY WBOIB TO THB TYBIANS IN 
BBHALF OF THB JEWS. 

$ 1. Now* Ptolemy, the son of Mennens, brought 
back into Judea, Antigonus, the son of Aristobulus, 
who had already raisM an army, and had, by mo- 
ney, made Fabius to be his friend, and this because 
he was of kin to him. Marion also gave him as- 
sistance. He had been left by Cassius to tyrannize 
over Tyre ; for this Cassius was a man that seized 
on Syria, and then kept it under, in the way of a 
tyrant. Marion also marched into Galilee, which 
lay in his neighbourhood, and took three of its for- 
tresses, and put garrisons inu> them to keep them. 
But when Herod came, he took all from him ; but 
the Tynan garrison he dismissed in a very civil 
manner ; nay, to some of the soldiers he made pre- 
sents out of the good-will he bare to that ciiy. 
When he had dispatched these a&urs, and was 
gone to meet Antigonus, he joined battle with him, 
and beat him, and drove nira out of Judea pre- 
sently, when he was just come into its borders ; 
but when he was come to Jerusalem, Hyrcanus and 
the people put garlands about his bead ; for he had 
already contracted an affinity with the family of 
Hyrcanos by having espoused a descendant of his, 
aud for that reason Herod took the greater care oi 

• la this and the followint «lia»tHa Um iMular will cmU/ Ttmaric, 
bow trulj QtoDOTlai ottwrTsi, la nl* ootaa on Um Buouui a«oraM Is 
Uvour or Um J*«ra, that tlMir rifhu an J pfivilifM wn oomiiiooljr par. 
•hiiMd Qt tlM Bumana wiUi maoay. Maiqr •zampla* of Uils aort, both 
•a tatha Bomaaa and otbars m aathorlgr, will oeoar te oar Joi^phuf, 
both DOW aad har«a<Ur, and naad not ba taiiaa partlaubur notice of mi 
tha aararal oeeaakma ia thm» noU*. Aceordluifly, tha ehtaf captain 
oiiftiiaai to ttt. Paul, that. * with a great Mia had ha obtainwl ht. it*9- 
dom' (Aota xxlL 88)} aa iiad St. Paul's anessuirs vary probaUy, par. 
staaasd the lika frCfiiom f -r Uiair fiunity by moiwy, as tha sanM auihur 
aatl} esueludssaUo. 



him, as being to marry the daiighter of Alexander, 
the son of Aristobulus, and the grand-daughter of 
Hyrcanus ; by which wife he beotme the father of 
three male and two female children. He had also 
married! before this another wife, out of a lower 
iamilv of his own nation, whose name was Dorisy 
by whom he had his eldtet son Antipater. 

2. Now Antonius and Caesar had beaten Cassius 
near Philippi, as others have related ; but after 
tile victory, Ceesar went into Gaul [Italy], and An- 
tony marched into Asia, who when he was arrived 
at Bithynia, he had ambassadors that met him from 
all parts. The principal men also of the Jews 
came thither, to accuse Phasaelus and Herod, and 
they said that Hyrcanus had indeed the appearance 
of reigning, but that these men had all the power ; 
but Antony paid great respect to Herod, who was 
come to him to make his defence against his aocu*- 
sera, on which account his adversaries could not ao 
much as obtain a bearing ; which lavour Herod 
had gained of Antony by money ; but still, when 
Antony was come to Epbesus, Hyrcanus, the high- 
priest, and our nation, sent an embassage to him» 
which carried a crown of gold with them, and de- 
sired that he would write to the governors of pro- 
vinces, to set those Jews free who had been carried 
captive by Cassius, and this without their having 
fought against him, and to restore them that coun- 
try which, in the days of Caasins, had been taken 
from them. Antony thought the Jews' desires 
were just^ and wrote immediately to Hyrcanus, 
and to the Jews. He also sent at the same time, 
a decree to the Tyriana ; the contents of which 
were to the same purpose. 

3. <* Marcus Antonius, imperator, to Hyrcanus 
the high-priest and ethuarch of the Jews, sendeth 
greeting, if you be in health, it is well ; I am 
also in health, with the army. Lysimachus, the 
son of Pausanias, and Josephus, the son of Men- 
neus, and Alexander, the son of Theodoms, your 
ambassadors, met me at Ephesus, and have re- 
newed the embassage which they had formerly been 
upon at Rome, aud have diligently acquitted them- 
selves of the present embassage, which thou and 
thy nation have intrusted to them, and have fully 
declared the good-will thou liast for us. I am 
therefore satii^ed, both by your actions and your 
words, that you are well-disposed to us ; and I 
understand that your conduct of life is constant 
and religious ; so I reckon you as our own ; but 
when those tliat were adversaries to you, and to the 
Roman people, abstained neither from cities nor 
temples, and did not observe the agreement they 
had confirmed by oath, it was not otly on aoeouut 
of our contest with them, but on account of all 
mankind in common, that we have taken vengeance 
on those who have been the authors of great in* 
justice towards men, and of great wickedness to- 
wards the gods ; for the sake of which we suppose 
that it was that the sun turned away his light from 
us,f as unwilling to view the horrid crime they 
were guilty of in the case of Caesar. We have auo 
overcome their conspiracies, which threatened the 
gods tliemselves, which Macedonia received, aa it 
U a climaie peculiarly proper for impious and inso- 
lent attemptu ; aud we have overcome that confused 
rout of men, half mad with spite against us, which 
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Uiejr got togeth«r at PhiUppi, in Macedonia, wh« n 
tbey seized on the places that were proper for that 
pnrpoee, and, as it were, walled them roond with 
arountainw to the very sea, and where the passage 
was opeo only througli a single gate. This victoi-y 
we gained, because l^e gods had condemned thobe 
wicked enterprises. Now Brutos, when he had 
fted as iar as Philippi, was shut up by as, and be- 
came a partaker of the same perdition with Gassius ; 
and now these have received their punishment, we 
•uppoae that we may enjoy peace for the time ta 
•omei, and that Asia may be at rest from war. We 
therefore make that peace which God hath given 
ma common to oar confederates also, insomuch that 
the body of Asia is now recovered out of that dis- 
temper it was under by means of our victory. I, 
therefore, bearing in mind both thee and your na- 
tion, shall take care of what may be for ^or ad- 
wanta^B. I have also sent epistles in wiitmg to the 
several cities, that if any penons, whether freemen 
or bondmen, have been sold under the spear by 
Caius Cassias or his subordinate officers, they may 
be set free ; and I will that you kindly make use of 
the fsTonrs which I and DoUbelU have granted 
you. I also forbid the Tyrians to use any violence 
with you ; and for what places of the Jews they 
now poBBCss^ I order them to restore them. I have 
withal accepted of the crown which thou sentest 
me." 

4. '^ Marcus Antonius, imperator, to the magis- 
tntse, senate, and people of Tyre, sendeth greeting. 
The ambassadors of Hyrcanus, the high-priest and 
ethnarch [of the Jews], appeared before jne at 
. Ephesus, and told me that you are in possession of 
part of their country, which you entered upon under 
the government of our adversaries. Since, there- 
fore, we have undertaken a war for the obtaining 
the government, and have taken care to do what 
was agreeable to piety and justice, and have brought 
to punishment those that had neither any remem- 
brance of the kindness they had received, nor have 
kept their oaths, I will that you be at peace with 
those that are our confederates ; as also, that what 
you have taken by the means of yur adversaries 
shall not he reckoned yoifr own, but be returned to 
those from whom you took them ; for none of them 
took their provinces or their armies by the gift of 
the senate, but they seised them by force, and be- 
llowed them by violence upon such as became use- 
ful to them iu their unjust proceedings. Since, 
tbereibre, those men have received the punishment 
doe to them, we desire that our confederates may 
retain whatsoever it w^ that they formerly pos- 
sessed without duturbanoe, and that you restore all 
the places which belong to Hyrcanus, the ethnarch 
of the Jews, which you have had, tiiough it were 
but one day before Gains Gassius began an unjusti* 
fiable war against us, and entered into our pro- 
vince ; nor do you use any force against him, in 
erder to weaken him, that he may not be able to 
lUspose of that which is his own ; but if you have 
any eontest with him about your respective rights, 
it shall be lawful for you to plead your cause when 
we oome upon the places concerned, for we shall 
alike preserve the rights, and hear all the causes, 
ef our confederates." 

6. ** Marcus Antonius, imperator, to the maj^is- 
tratee, senate, and people of Tyre, sendeth greetmg. 
1 have sent you my deisree, of which I wili'that ye 
take care that it be engraven on the public tables, 
tn Roman and Greek letters, and that it stand en- 



mven in the most illustrious pUtces, that it may- 
be read by all. Marcus Antonius, imperator, one 
of the triumvirate over the public affairs, made 
this declaration : — Since Gaios Gassius, in this re- 
volt he hath made, hath pillaged that province 
which belonged not to him, and was held by garri- 
sons there encamped, while they were our confe- 
derates, and hath spoiled that nation of the Jews 
which was in friendwip with the Roman people, as 
in war ; and since we nave overcome his madness 
by arms, we now correct, by our decrees and judi- 
cial determinations, what he hath laid waste, that 
those things may be restored to our confederates s 
and as for what hath been sold of the Jewish pos- 
sessions, whether they be bodies or possessions, let 
them be released ; the bodies into that state of 
freedom they were originally in, and the possesBions 
to their former owners. I also will, that he who 
shall not comply with this decree of mine, shall be 
punislied for nis disobedience ; and if such a one 
be caught, I will take care that the offenders suffer 
condign punishment." 

6. The same thing did Antony write to the Si- 
douiaift, and the Antiochians, and the Arabians. 
We have produced these decrees, therefore, as 
marks for futurity of the truth of what we have 
said,' that the Romans had a great concern about 
our nation. 



»GH AFTER XIII. 

HOW ANTONT MADB HEROD AND PHASAELUS T£- 
TRA&CHS, AFTER tHKY HAD BEEN ACCUSED TO NO 
PURPOSE ; AND HOW THE PARTHIANS, WHEN THET 
BROUGHT ANTIGONUS INTO JUDSA, TOOK HTRCA- 
NUS AND PHASAELUS CAPTIVES. HEBOD'S FLIGHT ; 
AND WHAT AFFLICTIONS HTRCANU8 AND PHASAE- 
LUS ENDURED. 

§ 1. When after this, Antony came into Syria, 
Gleopatra met him in Gilicia, and brought him to 
fall in love with her. And there came now also a 
hundred of the most potent of the Jews to accuse 
Herod and those about him, and set the men of the 
greatest eloquence among them to speak. But 
MessaU contradicted them, on behalf of the young 
men, and all this in the presence of Hyrcauus, who 
was Herod's father-in-law* already. When An- 
tony had heard both sides at Daphne, he asked 
Hyrcanus who they were that governed tlie nation 
best t He replied, Herod and his friends. Here- 
upon Antony, by reason of the old hospitable 
friendship he had made with his lather [ Antipater J, 
at that time when he was with Gabinius, he made 
bo^ Herod and Phasaelus tetrarchs, and oonmiit- 
ted the public affours of the Jews to them, and wrote 
letters to that purpose. He also bound fifteen of 
their adversaries, and was going to kiU them, but 
that Herod obtained their iwrdon. 

2. Yet did not these men continue quiet when 
ihey were come back, but a thousand of the Jews 
came to Tyre to meet him there, whither the re- 
port was that he would come. But Antony was 
corrupted by the money which Herod and his bro- 
ther had given him ; and so he gave order to the 
governor of the place to punish the Jewish ambua- 

' W« magr hH« late iMttoe thftt Mpaonli »loM w«« «r eld MtNmc' 
• suAolant liMuidatloa tor aflloilj, Hyrouiu balag hast aJM/WWr-tw 
tof* to HmwL beaoM hU giand-Oaughtcr MariMniM wm bttruir ' 
htm. although Uw toarrlatt wu fto(«oinpl*(«U uU four ji " 
tfcc M»tt. I. 10. 
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Mdon, who were for making innoTations, and to 
settle the govemmeDt upon Herod : but Herod 
went out hastily to them, and Hyrcanus was with 
him (for tliey stood upon the shore before the city) ; 
and oe charged them to go their ways, because 
great mischiefs would befall them if they went on 
witli their accusation. But they did not acquiesce : 
whereupon the Romans ran upon them with their 
daggers, and slew some, and wounded more of 
them, and the i*est fled away, and went home, and 
lay still in great consternation : and when the peo- 
ple made a clamour against Herod, Antony was so 
provoked at it that he slew the prisoners. • 

3. Now, in the second year, Pacorus, the king of 
Partliia's son, and Barzapbames, a commander of 
the Parthians, possessed themselves of Syria. 
Ptolemy, the son of Menneus, also was now dead, 
and Lysanias his son took his government, and 
made a league of friendship with Antigonus, the 
son of Aristobulus : and in order to obtain it, made 
use of that commander, who had a great interest 
in him. Now Antigonus had promised to give the 
Parthians a thousand talents, and five hundred 
women, upon condition they would take Mie go- 
vernment away from Hyrcanus, and bestow it upon 
him, and withal kill Herod. And although he did 
not give them what he had promised, yet did the 
Parthians make an expedition into Judea on tliat 
account, and carried Antigonus with them. Paco- 
rus went along the maritime parts ; but the com- 
mander Barzaphames, through the pidland. Now 
the Tyrians excluded Pacorus ; but the Sidonians, 
and those of Ptolemais, received him. However, 
Pacorus sent a troop of horsemen into Judea, to 
take a view of the state of the country, and to as- 
sist Antigonus ; and sent also the king's butler, of 
the same name with himself. So when the Jews 
that dwelt about mount Carmel came to Antigonus, 
and were ready to march with him into Judea, An- 
tigonus hoped to get some part of the country by 
their asabtance. The place is called Dry mi ; aad 
when some others came and met them, the men 
privately fell upon Jerusalem ; and when some 
more were come to them, they got together in great 
numbers, and came against the king's palace, and 
besieged iL But as Phasaelus's and Herod's party 
came to the otlier's assistance, and a battle hap- 
pened between them in tlie market-place, the young 
men beat their enemies, and pursued tliem into the 
temple, ai>d sent some armed men into the adjoin- 
ing houses, to keep them in, who yet being destitute 
of such as should support them, were burnt, and 
the houses' with them, by the people who rose up 
against them. But Herod was revenged on these 
seditious adversaries of his a little afterward for this 
injury they had offered hun, when he fought with 
them, and slew a ereat number of them. 

4. But while were were daily skirmishes, the 
enemy waited for the coming of the multitude out 
of the country to Pentecost, a feast of ours so called ; 
and when that day was come, many ten Uiousands 
of the people were gathered together about the 
temple, some in armour, and some without. Now 
«iiose that came, guarded both tlie temple and the 
•nty, excepting what belonged to the palace, which 
Herod guarded with a few of his soldiers ; and 
i'hasaelus had the charge of the wall, while Herod 
with a body of his men, sallied out upon the enemy, 
who Uy in the suburbs, and fought courageously, 
and put many ten thousands to flight, some flying 
into the city, and some iiiio the tiMnpie, and some 



into the outer fortifications, for some such fortift 
cations there were in that place. Phasaelus came 
also to his assistance ; yet was Pacorus the general 
of the Parthians, at the desire of Antigonus, ad- 
mitted into ^the city, with a few of his horsemen, 
under j^retence indeed as if he would still the sedi- 
tion, but in reality to assist Antigonus in obtaining 
the government. And when Phasaelus met him, ' 
and received him kindly, Pacorus persuaded him 
to go himself as ambassador to Barzaphamee, 
which was done fraudulently. Accordingly, Pha^ 
saelus, Suspecting no harm, complied with his pro- 
posal, while Herod did not give his consent to what 
was done, because of the perfidiousness of those 
barbarians, but desired Phasaelus rather to fight 
those that were come into the city. 

6. So both Hyrcanus and Phasaelus went on the 
embassage ; but Pacorus left with Herod two bun* 
dred horsemen, and ten men, who were called the 
Jreemen ; and conducted the others on their jour- 
ney ; and when they were in Galilee, the governors 
of the cities there met them in their arms. Barza- 
pharnes also received them at tlie first with cheer- 
ftdness, and made tliem presents, though he after- 
ward conspired against them ; and Phasaelus, with 
his horsemen, were conducted to the sea side ; bat 
when they heard that Antigonus had promised to 
give the Parthians a thousand talents, and five 
hundred women, to assist him against them, the^ 
soon liad a suspicion of the barbarians. Moreover, 
there was one who informed tliem that snares were 
laid for them by night, while a guard came about 
them secretly ; and they had then been seized upon, 
had they not waited for the seizure of Herod by the . 
Parthians that were about Jerusalem, lest, upon tlie 
slaughter of Hyrcanus and Phasaelus, he should 
have an intimation of it, aivl escape out of their 
hands. And tlietie were tlie circumstances they 
were now in ; and they saw who tliey were tliat 
guarded tliem. Some persons indeed would have 
persuaded Phasaelus to fly away on horseback, and 
not to stay any longer ; and there was one Ophel- 
lius, who, above all the rest, was earnest with him 
to do so, for he^ had heard of this treachery from 
Saramalla, the richest of All the Syrians at that time, 
who also promised to provide him ships to carry 
him off ; for the sea was just by them : but he had 
no mind to desert Hyrcauus, nor bring his brother 
into danger ; but he went to Barzaphames, and 
told him he did not act justly wh6n be made such 
a contrivance against them, for tliat if he wanted 
money, he would ^ive him more than Antigonus ; 
and besides, that it was ^ horrible thing to slaj 
those that c^me to him upon the security of their 
oaths, and that when they had done them no injury. 
But the barbarian swore to him that there was no 
truth in any of his suspicions, but tliat he was trou- 
bled with nothing but fakw proposals, and then went 
away to Pacorus. 

6. But as soon as he was gone away some men 
came and bound Hyrcanns and Phasaelus ; while 
Phasaelus greatly reproached Uie Parthians for 
their pexjury. However^ that butler who was sent 
against Herod had it in command to get him with- 
out the walls of the* city, and seize upon him ; but 
messengers had been sent by Phasaelus to inform 
Herod of the perfidiousness of the Parthians ; and 
when he knew that the enemy had seized upon them, 
he went to Pacorus, and to the most potent of the 
Parthians, as to the loinisof the rest, who» although 
tliey knew the whole matter, dibsembled with hun 
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in a deceitful way ; and said that he oueht to eo 
ont with them before the walls, and meet Uiose who 
were bringing him his letters, for that the^r were 
not taken by his adversaries, but were coming to 
me him an account of the good success Phasaelns 
bad had. Herod did not give credit to what they 
•aid ; for he had heard that his brother was seized 
upon by others also ; and the daughter of Hyrea- 
nus, whose daughter he had espoused, was his mo« 
nitor also [not to credit them], which made him 
still more suspicious of the ParUiians ; for although 
other people did not giro heed to her, yet did he 
belieye her, as a woman of very great wisdom. 

7. Now while the Parthians were in consultation 
what was fit to be done ; for they did not think it 
proper to make an open attempt upon a person of 
his character ; and while they put off the deter- 
mination to the next day, Herod was under great 
disturbance of mind ; and rather inclining to be- 
lieve the reports he heard about his brother and 
the Parthians, than to gtve heed to what was said 
on the other side, he determined, that when the 
erening came on, he would make use of it for his 
flight, and not make any longer delay, as if the 
dangers from the e:.en\j were not yet certain. He 
therefore .removed with the armed men whom he 
had with him ; and set his wives upon the beasts, 
%B also his mother, and sister, and her whom he 
was about to marry [Mariamue], the daughter of 
Alexander, the eon of Aristobulus, with her mo- 
ther, the daughter of Hyrcanus, and his youngest 
brother, and all their servants, and the rest of the 
multitude that was with him, and without the ene- 
my's privity jiursued his way to Idumea : nor could 
any enemy of his who then saw him in this case, 
be so hard-hearted, but would liave commiserated 
bis fortune, while the women drew along their in- 
fant children, and left their own country, and their 
friends in prison, with tears in their eyes, and sad 
lamentations, and in expectation of nothing but 
what was of a melancholy nature. 

8. But for Herod himself, he raised his mind 
aboTo the miserable state he was in, and was of 
good courage in the midst of his misfortunes ; and, 
as he passed along, he bade them every one be of 
good cheer, and not to give themselves up to sorrow, 
because tliat would hmder them in their flight, 
which was now the only hope of safety that Uiey 
had. Accordingly they tried to bear with patience 
the caUmity they were under, as he exhorted them 
to do ; yet was he once almost going to kill him- 
self, upon the overthrow of a- waggon, and the dan- 
ger his mother was then in of being killed ; and 
this on two accounts, because of his great concern 
for her, and because he was afraid lest, by this de- 
lay, the enemy should overtake him in the pursuit ; 
but as he was drawing hiit sword, and going to kill 
himself therewith, tliose that were present restrained 
him, and being so many in number, were too hard 
for him ; and told him that he ought not to desert 
them, and leave tbeiu a prey to their enemies, for 
that it was not the part of a brave man to free 
himself from tlie distresses he was in, and to over- 
look his friends that were in the same distress also. 
So he was compelled to let that horrid attempt 
alone, partly out of shame at what they said to him, 
and partly out of regard to the great number of 
those that would not permit him to do what he in- 
tended. So he encouraged his mother, and took 
all the care of her the time would allow, and pro- 
ceeded on the way he proposed to go with the ut. 



most haste, and that was to the fortress of BCasada. 
And as he had many skirmishes with such of the 
Parthians as attacked him and pursued him, he 
was conqueror in them all. 

9. Nor indeed was he free from the Jews all 
along as he was in his flight : for by the time he 
was gotten sixty furlongs out of the city, and was . 
upon the road, they fell upon him, and fought hand 
to hand with him, whom he also put to flight, and 
overcame, not like one that was in distress and in 
necessity, but like one that was excellently prepared 
for*war, and had what he wanted in great plenty. 
And in this very place where he overcame the Jews, 
it wus that he some time afterwards built a most « 
excellent palace, and a city round about it, and 
called it Herodium. And when he was come to 
Idumea, at a place called Thressa, his brother Jo- 
seph met him, and he then held a council to take 
advice about his affairs, and what was fit to be 
done in his circumstances, since he had a great 
multiiude that followed him, besides his mercenary 
soldiers, and the place Masada, whither he pro- 
posed to fly, was too small to contain so great a 
multitude ; so he sent away the greater part of his 
company, being above nine thousand, and bade 
them go, some one way, and some another, and so 
save themselves in Idumea, and gave them what 
would buy them provisions in their journey. But 
he took with him those that were the least enoum* 
bei'od, and were most intimate with him, and came 
to the fortress, and placed there his wives and his 
It/liuwers, being eight hundred in number, there 
being in the place a sufficient quantity of com and 
water, and other necessaries, and went directly for 
Petra, in Arabia. But when it was day, the Par- 
thians plundered all Jerusalem, and the paUtee, and 
abstamed from nothing but Hyrcanus's money, 
which was three hundred talents. A great deal of 
Herod's money escaped, and principally all that 
the man had been so provident as to send into 
Idumea beforehand ; nor indeed did what was in 
the city suffice the Parthians ; but they went out 
into the country, and plundered it, and demolished 
the city Marissa. 

10. And thus was Antigonus brought back into 
Judea by the king of the Partliians, and received 
Hyrcanus and Pluuaelus for his prisoners ; but he 
was greatly cast down because the women had es- 
caped, whom he intended to have given the enemy, 
as having promised they should have tiiem, with 
the money, for theur reward : but bemg afraid that 
Hyrcanus, who was under the guard of the Parthi- 
ans, might have his kingdom restored to him by the 
multitude, he cut off his ears, and thereby took 
care that the high-piiesthood should never come 
to him any more, because he was maimed, while 
the law required that this dignity should belong to 
none but such as had all theur members entire.* 
But now one cannot but here admire the fortitude 
of Phasaelus, who, perceiving that he waste be put 
to death, did not think death any terrible thing at 
all ; but to die thus by the means of his enemy, 
this he thought a most pitiable and dishonourable 
thing, and therefore, since he had not his hands at 
liberty, for the bonds he was in prevented him 
from killing himself thereby, he dashed his head 
against a great stone, and therebv took away his 
own life, which he thought to be the best thing he 
could do in such a distress as he was in, and 
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therabjr pat It oat of the power of the enemy to 
bring huB to any death he pleased. It is also xe- 
ported, th«t vhen he had made a great wound in 
his head, Antigonus sent pbyaieians to core ity and, 
bjr ordering them to mf use poison into the wound, 
lulled huB. However, Phasaelus hearing, before 
he was quite dead, by a eertain woman, that hb 
brother Herod had eeeaped the enemy, underwent 
his death cheerfullyi since he now left behind him 
one who would revenge his death, luid who was 
able to lafliet punishment on his enemies. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

HOW MBROD OOT AWAT VMOU TH£ KING OF ARABIA, 
AMD MABB BASTJC TO GO INTO JEOTPT, AND THENCE 
WBNT IN HASXB ALSO TO BOME ; AND HOW, BY 
PBOMISINO A OBBAT DEAL OF MONEY TO ANTONY, 
HE OBTAINED OF THE SENATE AMD OF CfiSAB TO 
BE MADE KINO OF THE JEWS. 



§ 1. As for Herod, the great miseries he was in did 
not diseoarage him, but made him sharp in disco- 
vering surprising undertakings ; for he went to 
Malehus, king of Arabia, whom he had formerly 
been very kind to, in order to receive somewhat by 
way of requital, now he was in more than ordinary 
want of it, and desired he would let him have some 
money, either by way of loan, or as bis free gift, on 
aeeount of the many benefits he had received from 
him ; for not knowing what was become of his 
brother, he was in haste to redeem him out of the 
hand of his eneniies, as willing to give three hun- 
dired taJleots for the price of his redemption. He 
also took with him the son of Phasaelus, who was 
a child of but seven years of age ; for this very 
reason, that he might be an hostage for the repay- 
ment of the money. But there came messengers 
from Malchos to meet him, by whom he was de- 
aired to be gone, for that the Parthians had laid 
a charge upon him not to entertain Herod. Tliis 
was only a pretence which he made use of, that he 
osightnot be obliged to repay him what he owed 
kita ; and this he was farther induced to do, by 
the principal men among the Arabians, that they 
might cheat him of what sums they had received 
from {ius &ther] Antipater, and which be had 
«onmittsd to their fidelity. He made answer, that 
Jm did Bot intend to be troublesome to them by his 
coming thither, but that he desired only todiM»urse 
with them about eertain affairs that were to him of 
4he greatest importance. 

2. Hereupon be resolved- to go away, and did go 
^tery prudeirtly^the road to Egypt ; and then it was 
-tiiat he lodged m a certain temple ; for he had left 
a great many of his followers there. On the next 
^y be came to Rhinocokira, and there it was that 
he heard what had befallen his brother. Though 
Malchos soon repented of what he had done, and 
came running after Herod ; but with no manner of 
Boeoess, for he was gotten a very great way off, 
and made haste mto the road to Pelusium ; and 
when the sUtionary ships that lay there hindered 
liim from sailing to Aiexaadria, he went to their 
captains, by whose assistaBce, and that out of much 
i^vereaee^, and great regard to him, he was con- 
ducted into the city [Alexandria], and was retained 
there by Cleopatra, yet was she not able to prevail 
with him to stay there, because he was making haste 



to Rome, even thoii^h the weather was stormy, and 
he was informed that the affairs of Italy were very 
tumultuous, and in great disorder. 

3. So he set sail from thence to PamphylJa^ and 
falling into a violent stonn, he had much «do to 
escape to Rhodes, with the loss of the ship's bur- 
den ; and there it was that two of his friends, Sap- 
pinas and Ptolemeus, met with him ; and as he 
found that city rery much damaged in the war 
against Cassias, thot^h he were in necessity him- 
self, he neglected not to do it a kindness, hut did 
what he could to recover it to its former state. Hd 
also boJIt there a three-decked ship, and set sail 
thence, with his friends for Italy, and came to the 
port of Brundusiwn : and when he was come from 
thence to Rome, he first related to Antony what 
had beialLen him in Judea, and how Phasaeias his * 
brother was seized on by the Parthians, and put 
to death by them ; and 1m>w Hyrcanus was detained 
captive by them, and how they had made Antigo- 
nus king, who had promised them a sum of money, 
no lees than a thousand talents, with five bandied 
women, who were to be of the principal families^ 
and of the Jewish stock y and tiiat he had carried 
off the women by night ; and that, by undei]going 
a great many hardships, he had esesped,the utnda 
of his enemies ; as alao that his own relations were 
in danger of being besieged and taken, and that he 
had flailed through a storm, and contemned all 
thi»e terrible dangers, in order to come, as soon as • 
possible, to hia who was his hupe and onlyauooovr 
a£ this time. 

4. This aceoant made Antony oommisenate the 
ehaage that had happened in Herod's eondiiion ;* 
and reasoning with himself that this w&s acomaMB 
case aanBg thoee that are placed in sueb great 
dignities, «&d that tiiey are l^le to the BUfttations 
that come from fortune, he was very ready to give 
him the assistance that he desured ; and this be- 
cause he (OsJled to mind the friendship he had had 
with Antipater, because Herod offered him money 
to make him king, as he had formerly given it to 
him to make him tetrarch, and chiefly beaBause of 
his liatred to Antigonus, for he took him to be a 
seditious person, and an enemy to the Romans. 
Cffisar was also the forwarder to raise Herod's dig- 
nity, and to give him his assistance in what he de- 
sired, on account of the toils of war which he had 
himself undergone with Antipater his father in 
Egypt, and of the hospitality hje had treated him 
withal, and the kindness he had always shown him ; 
as also to gratify Antony, who was very zealous for 
Herod. So a senate was oonvocated ; and MesaaJa 
first, and then Atratinus, introdueed Herod into it, 
and enlarged upon the benefits they had received 
from his lather, and put them in mind of the good- 
vill he had borne to the Romans. At the same 
time, they aoensed Antigonus, and deeUured him an 
enemy, not only because of his former opposition ' 
to them, but that he had now overlooked the Ro- 
mans, and token the government from the Parthi- 
ans. Upon ihiB tlie senate was irritated ; and An- 
tony informed them farther that it was for their 
advantage in the Parthian war that Herod should 
be king. This seemed good to all the senators ; 
and eo they made a decree accordingly. 

5. And this was the principal instance of Antony's 
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affeetioo for He]X)d, that he not only procored him 
a kingdom which he did not expect (for he did not 
eome with an intention to aak the kingdom for 
himeelf, which he did not enppoee the Bomaos 
woold grant him, who used to bestow it on some of 
the royal family, but intended to desire it for his 
wife's brother, who was grandson by his father to 
Aristobttlus, and to Hyrcanos by his mother), bat 
that he procared it for him so suddenly, that he 
obtained what he did not expect, and departed out 
of Italy in so few days as soTen in all. This 
yooBg man [the grandson] Herod afterward took 
care to have slain, as we shall show in its proper 
place. But when the senate was dissolved, Antony 
and Cesar went out of the senate-house, with Herod 
between them, and with the consols and other ma- 
gistrates before them, in order to offer sacrifices, 
and to lay up their decrees in the capitol. Ant(Hiy 
also feasted Herod the first day of his reign. And 
thus did this man receive the kingdom, having 
obtained it on the hundred and eighty-fourth olym- 
piad, when Gaius Domitius Calvinus was consul the 
second time, and Caius Asinius PoUio [the first 
time.] 

6. All this while Antigonns besieged those that 
were in Masada, who had plenty of iSi other neces- 
sariesy but were only in want of water,* insomuch 
that on this occasion Joseph, Herod's brother, was 
contriving to run away from it, with two hundred 
of his dependants, to the Arabians ; for he had 
heard that Malchus repented of the offences he had 
been guiltjr of with regard to Herod ; but God, by 
aending rain in the nighttime, prevented his going 
away, for their cisterns were thereby filled, and so 
he was under no necessity of running away on that 
aceoont : but they were now of |[ood courage, an 
the more so, because the sending that plenty of 
water which they had been in want of, seemed a 
mark of divine providence ; so they made a sally 
Aod fought hand to hand with Antigonus's soldiers 
(with some openly, with some privately), and de- 
atroyed a great number of them. At the same 
time Ventidins, the general of the Romans, was 
sent out of Syria, to drive the Parthians out of it, 
and marched after them into Judea, on pretence 
indeed to succour Joseph ; but in reality, the whole 
affair was no more Uian a stratagem, in order to 
get money of Antigenus ; so they pitched their 
camp very near to Jerusalem, and stripped Anti- 
gonus of a great deal of money, and then be retired 
himself with the greater part of the army ; but, 
that the wickedness he had been gniltv of might 
not be fonnd out, he left Silo there, with a certain 
part of his soldiers, with whom also Antigonns 
cultivated an acquaintaoe, that he might cause him 
no distu rb ance, and was still in hopes that the 
Parthians would eoma again and defend hko. 



CHAPTER XV. 

HOW HEBOD SAILED OUT OF ITALY TO JUDEA, AND 
FOUGHT WITH AlfTIQONUS ; AMD WHAT OTHER 
THUfla HAPPEMBD IN JUDEA ABOUT THAT TIME. 

§1. Bt this tisM Herod had sailed out of Italy to 
Ptolemais, and had gotten together no small army. 
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both of strangers and of his own countEymeiiy and 
marched through Cralilee against Antigonns. Silo 
also, and Yentidius, came and assisted him, being 
persuaded by Dellius, who was sent by Antony tc 
assist in bringing back Herod. Now, for Yenti- 
dius^ he was employed in composing the disturbanoss 
that had been made in the cities by the means oi 
the Parthians ; and for Silo, he was indeed in Ju* 
daa, but corrupted by Antigonns. However, as 
Herod went along, his army inereaaed every day, 
and all Galilee, with some small exception, joined 
him ; but as he was inarching to those that were 
in Masada (for he was obliged to endeavour to save 
those that were in that fortress, now they were lie- 
sieged, because they were his relations), Joppa wa« 
a hinderance to him, for it was necessary for him 
to take that place first, it being a city at vaiianoa 
with him, that no strong-hold might be left in his 
enemies' hands behind him when he should go to 
Jerusalem. And when Silo made this a pretence 
for rising up from Jerusalem, and was thereupon 
pursued by the Jews, Herod fell upon them with a 
small body of men, and both put the Jews to flight 
and saved Silo, when he was very poorly able to de- 
fend himself; but when Herod had taken Joppa, he 
made haste to set free those of his family that were 
in Masada. Now of the people of the country, seme 
joined him because of the friendship they had had 
with his father, and some because of the splendid 
appearance he made, and others by way of roquital 
for the benefits they had received from both ot 
them ; but the greatest number came to him in 
hopes of getting somewhat from him afterward^ if 
he were once finnly settled in the kingdom. 

2. Herod had now a strong army ; and as he 
marched on, Antigonus Uid snares and ambushes 
in the passes and pUuses most proper for them ; 
but in truth he thereby did little or no damage to 
the enemy : so Herod received those of his fiunily 
out of Masada, and the fortress Ressa, and then 
went on for Jerusalem. The soldiery also that was 
with Silo accompanied him all along, as did many 
of the citiaens, being afraid of his power ; and as 
soon as he had pitched his camp on the west side 
of the city, the soldiers that were set to guard that 
part shot their airows, and threw their darts at him ; 
and when some sallied out in a crowd, and came to 
fight baud to hand with the first ranks of Herod's 
army, he gave orders that they •should, in the first 
place, make proclamation about the wall, that he 
came for the good of the people, and for the preser- 
vation of the city, and not to bear any old grudge at 
even his most open enemies, but xoMy to forget the 
offences which his gr^test adversary had done 
him ; but Antigonnsy by way of reply to what Herod 
had caused to be proclaUned, and this before the 
Romans, and before Silo also, said, that they would 
not do justly if they gave the kingdom to Herod, 
who was no more than a private man, and an Idn- 
mean, i. 0. a half Jew,t wheress they ousht to be- 
stow it on one of the royal family, as their eustom 
was ; for, that in case they at prcsent bare an ill 
will to him, and had lesolved to deprive him of the 
kingdom, as having received it firom the Parthians^ 
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yet were there many others of his family that 
might by their law take it, and these such as had no 
way oifended the Romans ; and being of the sacer- 
dotal family, it would be an unworthy thing to put 
them by. Now while they aaid thus one to another, 
and fell to reproaching one another on both sides, 
Antigonus permitted his own men that were upon 
the wall to defend themselves ; who, using their bows, 
and showing great alacrity against their enemies, 
easily drove them away from tlie towers. 

3. And now it was that Silo discovered that he 
had taken bribes : for he set a great number of his 
soldiers to complain aloud of the want of provisions 
they were in, and to require money to buy them 
food ; and that it was fit to let them go into places 
proper for winter quarters, since the places near 
the city were a desert, by reason that Antigonus's 
soldiers had carried all away ; so he set his army 
upon removing, and endeavoured to march away ; 
but Herod pressed Silo not to depart, and exhorted 
Silo's captains and soldiers not to desert him, when 
Caesar and Antony, and the senate, had sent him 
thither, for tliat he would provide them plenty of 
all the things they wanted, and easily procure 
them a great abundance of what they required ; 
after which entreaty, he immediately went into the 
country, and left not the least pretence to Silo for 
his departure, for he brought an unexpected quan- 
tity of provisions, and sent to those friends of his 
who inhabited about Samaria, to bring down com, 
and wine, and oil, and cattle, and all other provi- 
sions, to Jericho, that there might be no want of a 
supply for the soldiers for the time to come. Anti- 
gonus was sensible of this, and sent presently over 
the country such as might restrain and lie in am- 
bush for those tliat went out for provisions. So 
these men obeyed the orders of Antigonus, and 

fot together a great number of armed men about 
ericho, and sat upon the mountains, and watched 
those that brought the provisions. However, Herod 
was not idle in tlie meantime, for he took ten bands 
of soldiers, of whom five were of the Romans, and 
five of the Jews, with some mercenaries among 
them, and with some few horsemen, and came to 
Jericho ; and as they found the city deserted, but 
that five hundred of them had settled themselves 
on the tops of the hills, with their wives, and chil- 
dren, those he took and sent away ; but the Romans 
fell upon the city and plundered it, and found the 
houses full of all sorts of good things. So the king 
left a garrison at Jericho, and came back again, 
and sent the Roman army to take their winter 
quarters in the countries. that were come over to 
liim, Judea, and Galilee, and Samaria. And so 
much did Antigonus gain of Silo for the bribes he 
gave him, that part of tlie army should be quartered 
at Lydda, in oi*der to please Antony. So the Ro- 
mans laid their weapons aside, and lived in plenty 
of all things. 

4. But Herod was not pleased with lying still, 
but sent out his brother Joseph against Idumea 
with two tliousand armed footmen, and four hun- 
dred horsemen, while he himself came to Samaria, 
and left his mother and his other relations there, 
for they were already gone out of Masada, and 
went into Galilee, and took certain places which 
were held by the garrisons of Antigonus ; and he 
passed on to Seppiioris, as God sent a snow, while 
Antigonns's gai-risoDS withdrew themselves, and 
had great plenty of provisions. He also went 
thence, and resolved to destroy those robbers that 



dwelt in the caves, and did much mischief in the 
country ; so he sent a troop of horsemen, and thro'j 
companies of armed footmen against them. They 
were very near to a village called Arbela ; and oo 
the fortieth day after, he came himself with his 
whole army : and as the enemy sallied out boldly 
upon him, the left wing of his army gave way ; but 
he appearing with a body of men, put those to fligh 
who were already conquerors, and recalled his mei 
that ran away. He also pressed upon his enemiea 
and pursued them as far as the river Jordan 
though they ran away by different roads. So h 
brought over to him all Galilee, excepting thos 
that dwelt in the caves, and distributed money td 
every one of his soldiers, giving them a hundre 
and fifty drachmse apiece, and much more to their 
captains, and sent them into winter quarters ; at ' 
which time Silo came to him, and his commanders 
with him, because Antigonus would not give them 
provisions any longer ; for he supplied them for no 
more than one month ; nay, he had sent to all the 
country round about, and ordered them to carry 
off the provisions that were there, and retire to 
the mountains, that the Romans might have no 
provisions' to live upon, and so might perish by 
famine ; but Herod conmiitted the care of that 
matter to Pheroras, his youngest brother, and or- 
dered him to repair Alexandrium also. Accord- 
ingly, he quickly made the soldiers abound with 
great plenty of provisions, and rebuilt Alexandrium, 
which had been before desolate. 

5. About this time it was that Antony continued 
some time at Athens, and that Yeutidius, who was 
now in Syria, sent for Silo, and commanded him to 
assist Herod, in the first place, to finish the present 
war, and then to send for their confederates for 
the war they were themselves engaged in ; but as 
for Herod, he went in lioate against the robbers 
tliat were in the caves, and sent Silo away to Ven- 
tidius, while he marched against them. These 
caves were in mountains that were exceeding ab- 
rupt, and in their middle were no other than pre- 
cipices, with certain entrances into the caves, and 
those caves were encompassed with sharp rocks, 
and in these did the robbers lie concealed, with all 
their families about them ; but Uie king caused 
certain chests to be made, in order to destroy Uiem, 
and to be hung down, bound about with iron chains, 
by an engine, from the top of tlie mountain, it 
being not possible to get up to them, by reason of 
the sharp ascent of the mountains, nor to creep 
down to them from above. Now th^e chests were 
filled witli armed men, who had long hooks in their 
hands, by which they might pull out such as re- 
sisted tliem, and then tumble them down, and kill 
them by so doing ; but the letting the chests down 
proved to be a matter of great danger, because of 
the vast depth they were to be Iqt down, although 
they had their provisions in the chests themselves ; 
but when the chests were let down, and not one of 
those in tlie mouths of the caves durst come near 
them, but lay still out of fear, some of the armed 
men girt on their armour, and bv both their hands 
took hold of tlie chain by which the chests were 
let down, and went into the mouths of the caves, 
because they fretted that such delay was made by 
tlie robbers not daring to come out of the caves ; 
and when they were at any of those mouths, they 
first killed many of tliose tliat were in the mouths 
with their darts, and afterwards pulled those to 
them tliat resisted them with their hooks, and tuiu- 
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bled them down the precipices, and afterwards 
went into the cares, and killed nuuiy more, and 
then went into the chests again, and Uy still there ; 
bnt, upon this, terror seisad the rest, when they 
faesrd the lamentations that were made, and they 
despaired of escaping ; however, when the night 
came on, Uiat put an end to the whole work ; and 
as the king proclaimed pardon by an herald to such 
as delivered themselves up to him, many accepted 
of the offer. The same method of assault was made 
ime of the next day ; and they went farther, and 
got oat in baskets to fight them, and fought them 
at their doors, and sent fire among them, and set 
their cares on fire, for there was a great deal of 
eombnstible matter within them. Now there was 
one old man who was caught within one of these 
cares, with seren children and a wife ; these prayed 
him to give them leare to go out, and yield them- 
flelres up to the enemy ; but he stood at the care's 
mouth, and always slew that child of his who went 
ont, tlU he had destroyed them erery one, and after 
that he slew his wife, and cast their dead bodies 
down the precipice, and himself after them, and so 
underwent death rather than slarery : but before 
he did this, he greatly reproached Herod with the 
meanness of his family, although he was then king. 
Herod also saw what he was doing, and stretch^ 
out his hand, and offered him all manner of seen- 
ri^ for his life ; by which means all these caves 
were at length subdued entirely. 

6. And when the king had set Ptolemy orer 
these parts of the country as his general, he went 
to Samaria with six huniued horsemen and three 
thousand armed footmen, as intending to fight An> 
Ugonus ; but still this command of the army did 
Bot succeed well with Ptolemy, but those that had 
been troublesome to Galilee before attacked him ; 
and when they had done this, they fled among the 
lakeB and pUuces almost inaccessible, htying waste 
and plundering whatsoerer they could come at in 
those places ; but Herod soon returned, and punish- 
ed them for what they had done ; for some of those 
rebels he slew, and others of them, who had fled to 
the strone-holds, he besieged, and both slew them 
and demfSished their strong-holds ; and when he 
had thus put an end to their rebellion, he laid a 
fine upon the cities of a hundred talents. 

7. in the meantime Pacorus was hXLai in a bat- 
tle, and the Parthians were defeated, when Yenti- 
dius sent Macheras to the assistance of Herod, with 
two legions and a thousand horsemen, while Anto- 
ny encouraged him to make haste ; but Macheras, 
at the instigation of Antigonus, without the appro- 
bation of Herod, as being corrupted by mouej^, 

• went about to take a view of his afiairs ; but Anti- 
I gonna, suspecting this intention of his coming, did 
' not admit aim into the city, but kept him at a dis- 
l tance, with throwing stones at him, and plainly 
showed what he hinuelf meant ; but when Mache- 
ras was sensible that Herod had given him good 
advice, and that he had made a mistake hims& in 
not hearkening to that advice, he retired to the ci^ 
JEanmaus ; and what Jews he met with he slew them, 
whether the^ were enemies or friends, out of the 
rage he was m at what hardsh^ he had undeigone. 
The king was provoked at this conduct of his, and 
went to Samaria, and resolved to go to Antony 
about these affairs, and to inform him that he stood 
in no need of such helpers, who did him more mis- 
chief than he did his enemies ; and that he was 
able of himself to beat Antigonus. But Macheras 



followed him, and desired that he would not go to 
Antony ; or, if he was resolved to go, that he would 
join his brother Joseph with them, and let them 
fizht against Antigonus. So he was reconciled to 
Macheras, upon his earnest entreaties. Accord- 
ingly he left Joseph there with his army, but 
duurged him to run no hazards, nor toquarrel with 
Macheras. ' 

8. But for his own part, he made haste to An- 
tony (who was then at the siege of Samoeata, a 
place upon Euphrates) with his troops, both horse- 
men and footmen, to be auxiliaries to him ; and 
when he came to Antioch, and met there a great 
number of men gotten together that were very de- 
surous to go to Antony, but durst not venture to go, 
out of fear, because the barbarians fell upon men 
on the road, and slew many, so he encouraged 
them, and became their conductor upon the road. 
Now when they were within two days' march ol 
Samosata, the barbarians had laid an ambush there 
to disturb those that came to Antony, and where 
the woods made the passes narrow, as they led to 
the plains, there they laid not a few <^ their 
horsemen, who were to lie still until those nassen- 
gers were gone by into the wide pUce. Now as 
soon as the first ranks were eone by (for Herod 
brought on the rear^, those Siat lay in ambudi, 
who were about five nundred, fell upon them on 
the sudden, and when they had put the foremost 
to flight, the king came riding hard, with the forced 
that were about him, and immediately drove back 
the enemy ; by which means he made the muxds of 
his own men courageous, and emboldened them to 
go on, insomuch that those who ran away before, 
now returned back, and the barbarians were sUin 
on all sides. The king also went on killmg them, 
and recovered all the baggage, among which were 
a great number of bessts for burden, and of sUves, 
and proceeded on in his march ; and whereas 
there were a great number of those in the woods 
that attacked them, and were near the passage 
that led into the plain, he made a sally upon these 
also with a strong body o/ men ; and put them to 
flight, and slew many of them, and thereby ren- 
dered the way safe for those that came after ; and 
these called Herod their saviour and protector. 

9. And when he was near to Samosata, Antony 
sent out his army in all their proper habiliments 
to meet him, in order to pay Herod this respect, 
and because of the assistance he had given him ; 
•for he had heard what attacks the barbarians had 
made upon him [in Judea]. He also was very 
glad to see him there, as having been noade acquaint- 
ed with the great actions he had performed upon 
the road ; so he entertained him very kindly, and 
could not but admire his courage. Antony also 
embraced him as soon as he saw him, and saluted 
him after a most affectionate manner, and gave 
him the upper hand, as having himseff lately made 
him a king ; and in a little time Antiochus deli«> 
vered up the fortress, and on that account this war 
was at an end ; then Antony committed the rest 
to Sossius, and gave him orders to assist Herod, 
and went himself to Egypt Accordingly Sossius 
sent two legions before into Judea to the assistance 
of Herod, and he followed himself with the body of 
the army. 

10. ifow Joseph was already shun in Jndea, in 
the manner following : — He forgot what charge 
his brother Herod had given him when he went to 
Antony ; and when he had pitched his camp amo^g 
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the moanteios, for Machena had lent him five 
re^^enti, with these he went hastily to Jericho, 
hi order to i«ap the com thereto belonging ; and 
as the Boman reciments were bat newly raised, 
and were unskilfiu in war, for they were in great 
part collected out of Syria, he was attacked by the 
enemy, and caught in those places of difficulty, and 
was himself slain, as he was fiehting bravely, and 
the whole army was lost, for ttiere were six regi- 
ments slain. So when Antigonus had got possession 
of the dead bodies, he cnt off Joseph's head, al- 
though Pheroras his brother would hare redeemed 
it at the price of fifty talents. After which defeat, 
the Galileans revolted from their commanders, and 
took those of Herod's party,^d drowned them in 
the lake ; and a great part oi Judea was become 
seditious : but Macheraa fortified the phuae Gitta 
[m SamariaJ. 

U . At this time messengers came to Herod, and 
informed him of what had been done ; and when 
he was come to Daphne by Antioch, they told him 
of the ill fortune that had befallen his brother, 
whic^ yet he expected, from certain visions that 
appeared to him in his dreams, which clearly fore- 
showed his brother's death. So he hastensd his 
march ; and when he came to mount Libanus, he 
zeceived about eight hundred men of that place, 
having already with him one Roman legion, and 
with tnese he came to Ptolemais. He alM march- 
ed thence by night with his army, and proceeded 
Along Galilee. Hero it was that the enemy met 
him, and fbugfat him, and wen beaten, and shut up 
m the same place of strength whence they had sal- 
lied out the day before. So he attacked the plaoe 
in the morning ; but, by reason of a great storm 
that was then very violent, he was able to do no- 
thing, but drew off his army into the neighbouring 
TiUsges ; yet as soon as Uie otfier le^on that An- 
tony sent him was come to his assistance, those 
that were in garrison in the pUoe were afraid, and 
deserted it m the night-time. Then did the king 
march hastily to Jericho, intending to avenge him- 
self on the enemy for the slaughter of his brother; 
and when he had pitched his tents, he made a feast 
for the principal commandere, and after this colla- 
tion was over, and he had dismissed his guests, he 
retired to his own chamber : and here may one see 
what kmdness God had for the king, for the upper 
part of the house fell down when nobody was in it, 
and BO killed none, insomuch ' that all the people 
believed that Herod was betoved of God, sinoe he 
had escaped such a great and surprising danger. 

12. But the next day six thousand of the enemy 
came down from the tops of the mountans to fight 
the Romans, which greatly terrified them ; and the 
Boldiers that were in light armour came near, and 
peltod the king's guards that were come out with 
darts and stones, and one of them hit him on the 
Bide with a dart. Antigonns also sent a commander 
against Samaria, whose name was Pappus, with 
jome forces, being desirous to show the enemy how 
^ potent he was^ and that he had men to spare in his 
war with them : he sat down to oppose Macheras : 
but Herod, when he had taken five cities, took such 
as were left in them, being about two thousand, and 
alew them, and burnt the cities themselves, and 
then returned to go against Pappus, who was en- 
oamped at a viilagd odied Isanas : and there ran 
in to Jbim many out of Jericho and Judea, near to 
wliich pUu»s he was, and the enemy fell upon his 
meUf so stout were they at this time^ and joined 



battle with them, but he beat them m the fight ; 
and in order to be ^venged on them for the 
slaughter of his brother, he pursued them sharply, 
and killed them as they ran away ; and as the 
houses were full of armed men,* and many of them 
ran as far as the tope of the houses, he got them 
under his power, and pulled down the roofs of the 
houses, and saw the lower rooms full of soldien 
that were caught, and lay all on a heap ; so they 
threw stones down upon them as they lay piled 
one upon another, and thereby killed them : nor 
was there a more frightful spectacle in all the war 
than this, where, beyond tiie walls, an immense 
multitude of dead men lay heaped one upon ano- 
ther. This action it was which chiefly brake the 
spirits of the enemy, who expected now what would 
come ; for there appeared a mighty number of 
people that came from plaoes far distant, that were 
now about the village, but then ran away ; and 
had it not been for we depth of winter, which then 
restrained them, the king's army had presently 
gone to Jerusalem, as being very courageous at 
tliis good success, and the whole work luud been 
done immediately ; for Antigonus was already 
looking about Jiow he might fly away and leave the 
city. 

13. At thia tune the king gave order that thesol- 
dien should go to supper, for it was late at night, 
while he went into a duunber to use the bath, for be 
was rery weary ; and here it was that he was in 
the greatest danger, which yet, by God's prevideooe, 
he escaped ; for as he was naked, and had but one 
servant that followed him, to be with him while he 
was bathing in an inner room, certain of the enemy 
who were in their armour, and had fled thither out 
of fear, were then in the place ; and as he was 
bathing, the first of them came out with hia naked 
sword drawn, and went out at the doors, and after 
him a second, and a third, armed in like manner, 
and were under sudi a consternation, that they did 
no hurt to the king, and thought themselves to have 
come off very well in suffering no harm themselves 
in their getting out of the house. However, on the 
next day, he cut of the head of Pappus, for he was 
already sUin, and sent it to Pheroras, as a punish- 
ment of what then* brother had suffered by bis 
means, for he was the man that slew him with his 
own hand. 

14. When the rigour of winter was over, Herod 
removed his army, and came near to Jerusalem, 
and pitched his camp hard by the eity. Now this 
was the third year since he had been made king at 
Rome ; and as he removed his camp, and came 
near that part of the wall where it could be most 
easily assaulted, he pitched that camp before the 
temple, intending MT make his attacks in the same 
manner as did Pcttipey. So he encompassed the 
plaoe wtUi three bulwarks, and erected towers, and 
employed a great many hands about the work, and 
cut down the trees that were round about the city ; 
and when he had appointed proper^persons to over- 
see the works, even while the army lay before the 
city, he himself went to iSamaria, to complete his 
maniage, and to take to wife the daughter of Alex- 
ander, Uie son of Aristobulos ; for he had betrothed 
her already, as I have before related. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

HOW BEBODi WHSIV HB HAD MAK&TBD MARIAMNB, 
TOOK /EKITSALEU, WITH THB ASBI8TANCB OF 00- 
StVBj BT FOBCB ; AND HOW THB OOTEBIOCBNT OF 
THB ASAHOMBABS WAS PUT All BlID TO. 

{ 1. Aftbb the wedding; was ovw^ came Soaiiit 
thxoiigli PhGBmciJ^ haTing Bent out his army before 
him oyer the midland parts. He also, who was 
their commander, came himself, with a great nun* 
ber of horsemen and footmen. The king also eame 
himself from Samaria, and brought with him no 
small army, besides that whieh was there before, 
for they were about thirty thousand ; and they all 
met together at the walls of Jerusalem, and encamp- 
ed at &e north wall of the city, being now an army 
of eleven legions, armed men on foot, and six thou* 
Band horsemen, with other auxiliaries out of Syria. 
The generals were two : Sosius, sent by Antony to 
assist Herod, and Herod on his own account, in 
order to take the goverment from Antigonus, who 
was dechured an enemy to Rome, and that he might 
himself be king, according to the decree of the 
senate. 

2. Now the Jews that were inclosed within the 
walls of the city fought against Herod with great 
alacrity and zeal (for the whole nation was gather- 
ed together) ; they also gave out many prophecies 
about the temple, and many things agreeable to the 
people, as if God would delirer them out of the dan- 
gers they were in ; they had also earned off what 
was out of the city, that they might not leave any 
thing to afford sustenance eiUier for men or for 
beasts ; and, by private robberies, they made the 
want of necessaries greater. When Herod under- 
stood this, he opposed ambushes in the fittest places 
against their private robberie^ and he sent legions 
of armed men to bring in provisions, and that from 
remote places, so that in a little time they had great 
plenty of provisions. Now the three bulwarks were 
easilv erected, because so many hands were conU- 
nnally at work upon it ; for it was summer time, and 
there was nothing to hinder them in raising their 
works, neither from the air nor Irom the workmen : 
so they brought their, engines to bear, and shook the 
walb of the city, and tried all manner of ways to 

Set in : yet did not those within discover any fear, 
ut they also contrived not a few engines to oppose 
their engines withaL They also sallied out, and 
burnt not only those engines that were not yet per- 
fected, 1but those that were ; and when they came 
hand to hand, their attempts were not Jess bold than 
those of the Romans, though they were behind Uiem 
in ski]]. They also erected new works when the 
former were ruined, and malfing mines under 
ground, they met each other, and fought there ; and 
making use of brutish courage rather than of pru- 
dent valour, they persisted in this war to the very 
last ; and this mey did while a mighty army lay 
round about them, and while they were distressed 
by famine and the want of necessaries, for this hap- 
pened to be a Sabbatic Year. The first that scaled 
the walls were twenty chosen men ; the next were 
Sosius's centurions ; for the first wall was taken m 
forty days, and the second in fifteen more, when 
some of the cloisters that were about the temple 
were bumty whieh Herod gave outto have been burnt 
by AntuonoSy in order to expose him to the hatred 
of the Jews. And when the outer court of the tern- 
Y 2 



pie, and tho lowsr eity, wen taken^ the Jews fled 
uto the inner eourt of the temple, and into the up- 
per city ; but now fearing lest the Romans sbomd 
hinder them from offering their daily saerifiese to 
God, Ihey sent an embassage, and dsswed thatthdj 
would only permit them to bring in bessts for saosi- 
fices, which Herod granted, hoping they were going 
to yield ; but when he saw that they did nothing of 
what he sopposed, but bitterly opposed hiniy in oraer 
to preserve the kingdom to Aatigomisi, he mado an 
assault upon the city, and took it by atonn ; and 
now all parts were full of those that were sbin, by 
the rage of the Romans at the long duration of thsr 



siege, and by the seal of the Jews that wave on He- 
rocPs side, who were not willing to leave one of 
their adversaries alive ; so they were arardered 
oontinnally in the narrow streets and ui the houses 
by crowds, and as they were flying to the temple 
for shelter, and there was no pity taken of either 
infants or the aged, nor did they spare so much as 
the weaker sex ; nay, although the Jung sent about, 
and besought them to spare the people, yet nobody 
restrained their hands from slaughter, but, as u 
they were a company of madmen, they fell upon 
persons of all ages, without distinction ; and then 
Antigonus, without rsgard to either his past or pre- 
sent cireumstances, came down from the citadel, 
and fell down at the feet of Sosius, who took no pity 
of him, in the change of his fortune, but iuBulleA 
him beyond measure, and called him Antigone 
[t. s. a woman, and not a man] ; yet did he not 
treat him as if he were a woman, by letting him ifo 
at liberty, but put him into bonds, and kept him m 
close custody. 

3. And now Herod having overcome his enemies, 
his care was to govern those foreigners who had 
been his asaistanto, for the crowd of strangers rush- 
ed to see the temple, and Uie sacred things in the 
temple ; but the king thinking a victory to be a 
more severe affliction than a defeat, if any of those 
things which it was not lawful to see should be seen 
by them, used entreaties and threatenings, and even 
sometimes foroe itself, to restrain them. He also 
prohibited the nvage that was made in the city, 
and many times asked Sosius, whether the Romana 
would empt^ the city both of money and men, and 
leave him lung of a desert ; and told him, that he 
esteemed dommion over the whole habitable earth 
as by no means an equivalent satisfaction for such 
a murder of his citizens : and when he said that 
this plunder was justly to be permitted Uie soldien 
for the sei^ they had undei^gone, he replied, that 
he would give every one his reward out of his own 
money ; and by this means he redeemed what re- 
mained of the city from destruction : and he per^ 
formed what he had promised him, for he gave a 
noble present to every soldier, and a proportiona- 
ble present to their oommanden ; but a most roya. 
present to Sosius himself till they all went away 
full of money. 

4. ThU destmetion befel the eitjr of Jemalem 
when Marcus Agrippa and Gknimos Gallna were 
consuls at Rome,* on Uie hundred and eighty-fifth 
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olympiad, on the third month, en the solemnity ci 
the nst, as if a periodical revolution of calamities 
had returned since that which befel the Jews un- 
der Pompey ; for the Jews were taken by him on 
the same day, and this was after twenty-seven years' 
time. So when Sosius had dedicated a crown of 
gold to God, he marched away from Jerusalem, and 
carried Antigonns with him in bonds to Antony ; 
but Herod was afraid lest Antigonus should be kept 
in prison [only] by Antony, and that when he was 
carried to Rome by him, he misht get his cause to 
be heard by the senate, and might demonstrate, as 
he was himiBelf of the royal bloml, and Herod but a 

Krivate man, that therefore it belonged to his sons, 
owever, to have the kinsdom, on account of the fa- 
mily they were of, in case he had himself offended the 
Romans by what he had done. Oat of Herod's fear of 



this it was that he, by giving Antony a great deal of 
money, endeavoured to penuade him to have Anti- 
gonus slain, which, if it were once done, be should 
be free from that fear. And thus did the govern 
ment of the Asamoneans cease, a hundred and twen 
ty-six years after it was first set up. This fiunily 
was a splendid and an illustrious one, both on ac- 
count of the nobility of their stock, and of the dig- 
nity of the high-priesthood, as also for the glorious 
actions their ancestors had performed for our na- 
tion : but these men lost the government by their 
dissensions one with another, and it came to Herod, 
the son of Antipater, who was of no more than a 
vulgar family, and of no eminent extraction, but one 
that was subject to other kines. And this is what 
history tells us was the end of ue Asamonean £unily. 



BOOK XV. 

OONTAIlfZNO tHB INTERVAL OF EIGHTEEN TEAES. 

fROM THE DEATH OP ANTIGONUS TO THE FINISHING OF THE TEMPLE BY HEROD. 



CHAPTER L 

OONCBBNINO POLLIO AND SAUEAS. HEROD SLATS 
THE PRINCIPAL OP ANTIGONUS's FRIENDS, AND 
SPOILS THE CITT OF ITS WEALTH. ANTONT BE- 
HEADS ANTIGONCS. 

§ 1. How Sosius and Herod took Jerusalem by 
force ; and besides that, how they took Antigonus 
captive, has been related by us in the foregoing 
book. We will now proceed in the narration. And 
since Herod had now the government of all Judea 
put mto his hands, he promoted such of the private 
men of the city as had been of his party, but never 
left off avenging and punishing every day those 
that had chosen to be of the party of his enemies ; 
but Pollio the Pharisee, and Sameas, a disciple of 
his, were honoured by him above all the rest ; for 
when Jerusalem was besieged, they advised the 
citizens to receive Herod ; for which advice they 
were well requited. But this Pollio, at the time 
when Herod waa once upon his trial of life and 
death, foretold, in a way of reproach, to Hyrcanus 
and the other judges, how this Herod, whom they 
Buffered now to escape, would afterward inflict 
punishment on them aU ; which had its completion 
m time, while God fulfilled the words he had spoken. 
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2. At this time Herod, now he had got Jerusalem 
under his power, carried off>ll the royal ornaments, 
and spoiled the wealthy men of what they had got- 
ten ; and when, by these means, he had heaped to- 
gether a great quantity of silver and gold, he gave 
It all to Antony, and his friends that were about 
him. He also slew forty-five of the principal men 
of Antieonus's party, and set guards at the gates 
of the city, that nothing might be carried out toge- 
ther with their dead bodies. They also searched 
the dead, and whatsoever was found, either of silver 
or gold, or other treasure, it was carried to the 
king ; nor was there any end of the miseries he 
brought upon them ; and this distress was in part 
occasioned by the covetousness of the prince regent, 
who was still in want of more, and in part by the 
Sabbatic Year, which was still going on, and forced 
the country to lie still uncultivat^, since we are 
forbidden to sow the hmd in that year. Now when 
Antony had received Antigonus as his captive, he 
determined to keep him against his triumph ; but 
when he heard that the nation grew seditious, and 
that, out of their hatred to Herod, they continued 
to bear good-will to Antigonus, he resolved to be- 
head him at Antioch, for otherwise the Jews could 
no wav be brought to quiet And Strabo of Cap- 
padocia attests to what I have said, when he thua 
speaks : — ** Antony ordered Antigonus the Jew to 
be brought to Antioch, and there to be beheaded ; 
and this Antony seems to me to have been the very 
first man who beheaded a king, as supposiilg ho 
could no other way bend the mmds of the Jews so 
as to receive Herod, whom he had made king in 
his stead ; for by no torments could they be forced 
to call him king, so great a fondness they had for 
their former kmg ; so he thought that this disho- 
nourable death would diminish the value they had 
for Antigonus's memory, and at the same time 
would diminish the hatred they bare to Herod." 
Thus far Strabo. 
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CHAPTER II. 

HOW HTBCAJf V9 WAS 8KT At LIBBBTT BT THE PAB- 
TBIANS, AND BBTUBNBD TO BBBOD ; AND WHAT 
▲LBZANDBA DID WHBN 8HB HEARD THAT ANA- 
NBLUS WAS MADE HIOH-PBIBST. 

§ 1. Now after Herod was in posseflsion of the 
kingdom, H^rrcanus the hi^h-piiest, who was then 
» captive among the Parthians, came to him again, 
and was set free from his captivity in the manner 
followine : — Barzaphames and Pacorus, the gene- 
xmls of the Parthians, took Hyreanos, who was first 
made high-priest and af terwuxls king, and Herod's 
brother, Phasaelus, captives, and were carrying 
them away into Parthia. Phasaelus indeed could 
not bear the reproach of being in bonds; and 
thinking that death with glory wks better than any 
life whatsoever, he became his own executioner, as 
I have formerly related. 

2. But when Hyrcanns was brought into Parthia, 
the king of Phraates treated him i3'ter a very gen- 
tle manner, as having akeady learned of what an 
illustrious family he was ; on which account he set 
him free from his bonds, and gave him a habitation 
at Babylon,* where there were Jews in great num- 
bers. These Jews honoured Hyrcanns as their 
high-priest and king, as did all &e Jewish nation 
that dwelt as far as Euphrates, which respect was 
very much to his satisfaction. But when he was 
informed that Herod had received the kingdom, 
new hopes came upon him, as having been himself 
still of a kind disposition towards him ; and expect- 
ing that Herod would bear in mind what favour he 
had received from him, and when he was npon his 
trial, and when he was in danger that a capital sen- 
tence Would be pronounced against him, he deliver- 
ed him from that danger, and from all punishment. 
Accordiugly, he talked of that matter with the 
Jews that came often to him with great affection ; 
but they endeavoured to retain him among them, 
and desired that he would stay with them, putting 
him in mind of the kind offices and honours they 
did him, and that those honours they paid him were 
not at all inferior to what they could pay to either 
their high-priests or theur kines : and wiiat was a 
greater motive to determine him, they said, was 
this, that he could not have those dignities [in 
Judea] because of that maim in his b^y, which 
bad been inflicted on him by Antigonns ; and that 
kings do not use to requite men for those kindnesses 
which they received when they were private per- 
sons, the height of their fortune making usually no 
mall changes in them. 

8. Now, although they suggested these argu- 
ments to him for his own advantage, yet did Hyr- 
eanus still desire to depart Herod also wrote to 
him, and persuaded him to desire of Phraates, and 
the Jews that were there, that they should not 
grudge him the foyal authority, which he should 
have jotntiy with himself, for that now was the 
proper time for himself to make him amends for 
the favours he had received from him, as having 
been brought up by him, and saved by him also, 
as well as for Hyrcanns to receive it. And as he 
wrote thus to Hyrcanus, so did he send also Sara- 
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mallas his ambassador to Phraates, and many pre- 
sents with him, and desired him in tiie most obligin|p 
way, that he would be no hinderanee to his grati- 
tude towards his benefactor. But this zeal of He- 
rod's did not flow from that principle, but because 
he had been made ^vemor of that country without 
having any just claim to it, he was afraid, and that 
upon reasons good enoueh, of a change in his con- 
dition, and so made what haste he could to get 
Hyrcanus into his power, or indeed to put him 
quite out of the way ; which last thing he effected 
afterwards. 

4. Accordingly, when Hyrcanus came, full of 
assurance, by the permission of the king of Parthia, 
and at the expense of the Jews, who supplied him 
with money, Herod received him with all possible 
respect, and gave him the upper pUuse at public 
meetings, and set him above all the rest at feasts, 
and thereby deceived him. He called Imn his fa- 
ther, and endeavoured, by all the ways possible, 
that he might have no suspicion of any treacherous 
design against him. He also did other things, in 
order to secure his government, whidi yet occa- 
sbned a sedition in his own family ; for being 
cautious how he made any illustrious person the 
high-priest of 6od,t he sent for an obscure priest 
out of Babylon, whose name was Ananeliu^ and be- 
stowed the high-priesthood upon him. 

5. However, Alexandra, the daughter of Hyrea* 
nus, and wife of Alexander, the son of Aristobulus 
the king, who had also brought Alexander [two] 
children, could not bear this indignity. Now this 
son was one of the greatest comeliness, and was 
called Aristobulus ; and the daughter, Mariamne, 
was married to Herod, and eminent for her beauty 
also. This Alexandra was much disturbed, and 
took this indignity offered to her son exceeding ill, 
that while he was alive, any one else should be sent 
to have the dignity of the high-priesthood conferred 
npon him. Accordingly she wrote to Cleopatra (a 
musician assisting her in taking care to have her 
letters carried) to desire her intercession with An- 
tony, in order to gain the high-priesthood for her 
son. 

6. But as Antonv was slow in granting this 
request, his friend Dellius;]: came into Judea npon 
some affairs, and when he saw Aristobulus, he stood 
in admiration at the taUness and handsomeness of 
the child, and no less at Mariamne, the king's 
wife, and was open in his commendations of Alex- 
andra, as the mother of most beautiful children : 
and when she came to discourse with him, he per- 
suaded her to get pictures drawn of them both, and 
to send them to Antony, for that when he saw them, 
he would deny her nothing that she would ask. 
Accordingly, Alexandra was elevated with these 
words of his, and sent the pictures to Antony. 
Dellius also talked extravagantiy, and said that 
these children seemed not derived from men, but 
from some god or other. His design in doing so 
was to entice Antony into lewd pleasores with 
them, who was ashamed to send for the damsel, as 

I Hera «• ta«r« an •minaal •ninpto of Hctodii worMlj and proant 
pollUes, wli«n by th* abuM of hU unlawful and vaupod powar, to mako 
whom ho ploiooil h|gh.|irlaM, In tho ponon of Anaadoa, ho ooea4oiiod 
moh dUtarbaaoo* bi hi* klnifdani, and in ha own aotUj, ai miflkMd 
him to M^oy no lasting poaoo or intnqallUtgr ovor aflarwaida t and k«eh 
la ftaqoonUy the oSwi of praano couri-politiea aboot Bsattua of religion 
In other agH and nattona. Tho Old TitlamtBt Is hill of the nlai ftos of 
tho pt«ple of th« Jewi derived fhrni mch eowt^pollUes, eepeelally In 
and after the days of Jerobceun, the eon of MebM, ** who mad* lanuA 
to sin t" whogave the meet pemlokin* ejcample of it| who brought ua 
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Mag tiM wife of Herod, and aroided it, becanae of 
the repnybohea heahould hare from Cleopatra on 
that aooonnt ; but he sent in the most decent man* 
IMT he oould, for the young man ; bat added thia 
withal* unleaa he thonght it hard upon him ao to do. 
When thia letter was brought to Herod, he did not 
Ihink it aafe for him to send one so handaome aa 
waa Axiatobulua, in the prime of his life, for he waa 
aixteen jeara of age, and of ao noble a familj, 
and partionlarly not to Antonr, the prineipal man 
among the Romana, and one that would abnae him 
in his amoura, and beaides, one that openly indul^^ed 
himaetf in each pleaanrea aa hia power allowed him, 
without oontrooL He therefore wrote baek to him, 
that if thia boy ahould only go out of the country, 
all would be in a itete of war and uproar ; becanae 
the Jewa were in hopes of a change in the goTom- 
ment, and to faa^e another king orer them. 

7. When Herod bad thua expuaed himaelf to 
ibitony, he vaaolyed that he would not entirely per- 
mit the child of Alexandra to be treated diahonour^ 
ably : but hia wife Mariamne lay yehementlv at 
him to veetore the bigb-prieathood to her brother ; 
and he judged it waa for hia adyantage ao to do, 
beoanae, if be onoe had thai dignity, he could not 
go out <^ the country. So he ^led all hia frienda 
together^ and told them that Alexandra priyately 
oonspired againat hia royal authority, and endea- 
¥ouied, by the meana of Cleopatra, ao to bring it 
sbonly that be night be depriyed of the goyem- 
BMiity and that by Antony'a meana thia ^outh might 
haye tba management of public affaire mhia atead ; 
and that thia procedure of here waa unjuat, einoe 
ahe would at the same time depriye her daughter 
of the dignity ahe now had, and would bring dis- 
turbaneea upon the kingdom, for which he had 
taken a great deal of paiii% and had gotten it with 
extraortOnaiy haaarda : that yet, while he well re- 
membered her wielud praetioea, he would not leaye 
off doing what waa right himaelf, but would eyen now 
giye the youth the high-prieathood ; and that he 
Sirmerly aet up Anao^us, beeauae Ariatobuloa waa 
then so yery young a child. Now when he had 
aaid this, not at random, but as he thought with 
the beat diaeretion ha had, in order to deeeiye the 
women, and those Irienda whom he had taken to 
oooault withal, Alexandra, out of the peat joy she 
had at thia naexpected promise, and out of fear 
from the auapieioDa she Jay under, fell a weeping ; 
and made the foUowiog apology for herself, and 
said, that aa to the {high] prieaSood, ahe was yery 
maob conosned for the disgrace her son waa undejr, 
and ao did her niswat ondeayoura to procure it for 
him, but that ae to the kingdom, she had made no 
attempts, and that if it wereoffered her (for her son], 
ahe would not aeeept it ; and that now she would 
be tttisfied with her son's dignity, while he himself 
held the «yil goywnunenty and she had thereby the 
aecttrity that aroae from hia peculiar ability in 
governing* to all the rwnaiader of her lamUy : 
^hat ahe «•• now oyereome by hia benefits, and 
thankfully acoepted of this honour shown by him 
to her son^ and that ahe would hereafter be entirely 
obedient ; and she desired him to excuse her, U 
the nobility of her lamily, and that freedom of 
aetuig which ahe thought that allowed her, had 
nuade her act too preeipitately and imprudently iu 
this matter, 80 when they had spoken thus to one 
another, they came to an agreement ; and all sus- 
pimoua, so frMT as appeared, were yanished away. 



CHAPTER HI. 

HOW HXKOD, UVON HE8 MAKIIfO ABrSTOBULini HTOH- 
PRIBST, TOOK C1.XB THAT BB 8H0UU> BB MUH- 
DBBBD XM A LITXLB TIMX ; AND WHAT APOLOOT 
HE MADE TO ANTOlfT ABOUT ABISTOBULUS : AS 
ALSO CONCBENINO JOSEPH AND HABIAMNB. 

S !• So king Herod immediately took the high- 
priesthood away from Ananelna, who, as we aid 
before, waa not of thia country, but one of thoee 
Jewa that had been carried c^»tiye beyond En- 
phratea ; for there were not a few ten thousands of 
this people that bad been carried captives, and 
dwelt about Babylonia, whence Ananelus came. 
He waa one of the stock of the high -priests,* and 
had been of old a particular firiend of Herod ; and 
when he waa first made king, he conferred that 
dignity upon him, and now put him out of it again, 
in order to quiet the troubles in his femily, thongU 
what he did waa pbinly unlawful, for at no other 
time [of old] waa any one that had once been in ' 
that dignity depriyed of it It was Antiocbua 
Epiphanea who first broke that law, and depriyed 
Jeeua, and made his brother Oniaa high-pneat in. 
his stead. Ariatobuloa was the seoond that did so, 
and took that dignity from hia brother [Hyrcanus] ; 
and thia Herod waa the third who took that higli 
office away [firom Ananelua], and gaye' it to this 
young man, Ariatobuloa, in lUa atead. 

2. And now Herod seemed to haye healed the 
diyisions in hia family; yet waa he not without 
suspicion, as is frequently the case of people seem- 
ing to be reoondled to one another, but thought 
that, as Alexandra had already made attempts 
tendiing to innovations, so did he fear that ahe would 

E therein, if ahe found a fit opportunity for so 
; ao he gave a command tnat ahe ahould 
in the palaee, and meddle with no publio 
affiura : her guards alao were ao careful, that no- 
thing she did in private life every day waa con* 
eealed. All these hardships put her out of patienoe, 
by little and little, and she began to hate Herod ; 
for aa she had the pride of a woman to the utmost 
degree, she had great indignation at thia suspieiooa 
guard that was about her, aa deairoua ratner to 
undergo any thing that could befall her than to be 
deprived of her liberty of apeech, and, under the 
notion of an honorary guard, to live in a state ot 
aUveryand terror. She therefore aent to Cleopa- 
tra, and made a long oomphunt of the drcumatancea 
she waa m, and entreated her to do her utmoet for 
her assistance. Cleopatra hereupon advised her to 
take her son with her, and come away immediately 
to her into Ggypt. Thia advioe pleased her ; and 
ahe had this contrivance for getting away : She 
got two coffins made, as if they were to carry away 
two dead bodice, and put herself into one, and her 
son into the other, and gave orders to sudi of her 
servants aa knew of her intentions, to carry them 
away in the night-time. Now their road was to be 
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thenee to the aea-side ; »nd there was a ship ready 
to carry them into Egypt. Now .^sop, one of her 
aerranta, happened to fall upon Sabion, one of her 
friends, and spake of this matter to him, as think- 
ing he had known of it before. When Sabion 
knew this (who had formerly been an enemy of 
Herod, and had been esteemed one of those that 
Uud snares for and gave poison to [his fiither] An- 
tipater,) he expe<^ thai this discovery would 
change Herod's hatred into kindness ; so he told 
tiie king of this private stratagem of Alexandra : 
wliereapon he soffinred her to proceed to the eze- 
cntion of her project, and eanght her in the very 
fact ; but stiU he passed by her offence : and 
thoogh he had a grsat mind to do it, he durst not 
inflict any thing that was severe upon her, for he 
knew that Cleopatra would not bear that he should 
have her aecDsed, on account of her hatred to him ; 
but made a show as if it were rather the generosity 
of his soul, and his great moderation, ^tht made 
him forgive them. However, he fully proposed to 
himaelf to pot this young man out of the way, by 
one means or other ; but he thought he might in 
all probability be better concealed in doing it, if he 
did it not prssently noc inmiediately after what had 
lately happened. 

3. And now, upon the approach of the feast of 
tabemaeleBy which is a festival very much observed 
among us, he let those days pass over, and both he 
and the rsst of the people were therein very merry ; 
yet did the envy which at this time arose in him, 
caoae him to make haste to do what he was about, 
and provoke him to it ; for when this yooih, Aris- 
tobulus, who was now in the seventeenth year of 
his age, went up to the altar, according to the law, 
to offer the sacrifices, and this with the oniaments 
of his high-priesthood, and when he performed the 
sacred offices,* he seemed to be excee&ng comely, 
and taller than men usually were at that age, and 
to exhibit in his countenance a great deal of that 
high fiunily he was sprung from, — ^a warm seal and 
affeetioB towards him appeared among the people, 
and tiie memory of the actions of his grandfather 
Aristobulus was fresh in their minds ; and their 
affections got so far the mastwy of them, that they 
could not forbear to show their inclinations to him. 
They at once rejoiced and were confounded, and 
mingled with good wishes their joyful acclamations 
which they maide to him, till the good-will of the 
multitade was made too evident ; and they more 
rashly prodairoed the happiness they had received 
from his family than was ilt under a monarchy to 
havo doBOb Upon all this, Herod resolved to com- 
pete wiiat he had intended against this young man. 
when therefore the festival was over, and he was 
feasting at Jeiidiot with Alexandra, who enter- 
tahsed him there, he was then very pleasant with 
the young man, and drew him into a lonely place, 
and at the same thne played with him in a juvenile 
and ludicrous manner. Now the natore of that 
place was hotter than ordinaiy ; so they went out 
m a body, and of a sudden, and in a vein of mad- 
ness ; and as they stood by the fish ponds, of which 
there were large ones about the house, they went 
to cool themselves [by bathing], because it was 
m the midst of a hot day. At first they were only 
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spectators of Herod's servants and acouaintanoe as 
they were swimming ; but after a while, the young 
man, at the instigation of Herod, went into the 
water among them, while such of Herod's acquaint 
ance as he lutd appointed to do it, dipped him as he 
was swimming, and plunged him under water, in 
the dark of the evening, as if it had been done in 
sport only ; nor did they desist till be was entirely 
suffocated. And thus was Anstobulos murdered, 
having lived no more in all than eighteen years,:^ 
and kept the high-priesthood one year only ; which 
high-pnesthood Ananelus now recovered again. 

4. When this sad accident was told the women, 
their joy was soon changed into lamentation, at the 
sight of the dead body that lay before them, and 
their soirow was immoderate. The city also [of 
Jerusalem], upon the spreading of this news, was 
in very groat grief, every family looking on this 
calamity as if it had not belonged to anoHier, but 
that one of themselves was shun : but Alexandra 
was more deeply aff<ected, upon her knowledge that 
he had been destroyed [on purpose]. Her sorrow 
was greater than diat of others, by her knowing ' 
how the murder was committed ; but she was un- 
der the necessity of bearing up under it, out of her 
prospect of a greater mischief that might otherwise 
follow ; and me sometimes came to an inclination 
to destroy herself with her own hand, but still she 
restrained herself, in hopes she micht live long 
enough to revenge the unjust murder mus privately ' 
committed ; nay, she further resolved to endeavour 
to live longer, and to give no occasion to think she" 
suspected that her son was slain on purpoee, and ' 
supposed that she might thereby be in a capacity 
of revenging it at a proper opportunity. Thus did 
she restrain hereelf, that she might not be noted 
for entertaining any such suspicfon. However, 
Herod endeavoured that none abroad should believe 
that the child's death was caused by any design of 
his ; and for this purpose he did not only use the 
ordinary signs of sorrow, but fell into tears also, 
and exhibited a real confusion of soul ; and perhaps 
his aflfections were overcome on this occasion, when 
he saw the child*B countenance so young and so 
beautifid, although his death was supposed to tend 
to his own security. So far at least this rrief served 
as to make some apology for him ; and as for his 
funeral, that he took care diould be very magni- 
ficent, by makinr great preparation for a sepidchre 
to hiy his body ra, and providing a great quantity 
of spices, and burying many ornaments together 
with him, till the veiy women, who were in such 
deep sorrow, were astonished at it^ and received in 
this way some consdation. 

5. However, no ench things oonM overoome 
Alexandra's grief ; but the remembrance of this 
miserable case made her sorrow both deep and ob- 
stinate. Accordingly, she wrote an account of this 
treacherous scene te Cleopatra, and how her son 
was murdered ; but Cleopatra, as she had fbrmerly 
been deeirotts to give her what satiafactioQ she 
could, and commiserating Alexandra's misfortunesy 
made the case her own, and would not let Antony 
be quiet, but excited him to punish the child'k 
muider : for that it was an unworthy thing that 
Herod, who had by him been made a king of a 
kingdom that no way behmged to him, should be 
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goilt/ of Buch horrid crimes against those that were 
of the royal blood in reality. Antony was persuaded 
by these az^guments ; and when he came to Laodi- 
eea, he sent and commanded Herod to come and 
make his defence as to what he had done to Aris- 
tobolus, for that such a treacherous desien was not 
well done, if he had any hand in it Herod was 
now in fear, both of the accusation and of Cleopa- 
tra's ill-will to him, which was such that ^e was 
eyer endeavouring to make Antony hate him. He 
therefore determined to obey his summons, for he 
had no possible way to avoid it: so he left his nn 
de, Joseph, procurator for his government and for 
the public affairs, and gave him a private charge, 
that if Antony should lull him, he also should kill 
Mariamne immediately ; for that he had a tender 
affection for this his wife, and was afraid oi the 
injury that should be offered him, if, after his 
death, she, for her beauty, should be engaged to 
some other man : but his intimation was nothing 
but this at the bottom, that Antony had fidlen in 
love with her, when he formerly heard somewhat 
of her beauty. So when Herod had given Joseph 
this charse, and h«d indeed no sure hopes of esci^- 
ing with his life, he went away to Antony. 

6. But as Joseph was administering the public 
affairs of the kli\gdom, and for that reason was very 
frequently with Mariamne, both because his busi- 
ness required i^ and because of the respects he 
ought to pay to the queen, he fre|)uently let himself 
into discourses about Herod's kindness, and great 
affection towards her ; and when the women* espe- 
cially Alexandra, used to turn his discourses into 
feminine raillery, Joseph was so over-desirous to . 
demonstrate the king's inclinations, that he pro- 
ceeded so far as to mention the charge he had re- 
ceived, and thence drew his demonstratbn, that 
Herod was not able to live without her ; and that 
if he should come to any iU end» he could not en- 
dure a separation from her, even after he was dead. 
Thus spake Joseph. But the women, as was na- 
tural, did not take this to be an instance of Herod's 
strong afiisction for them, but of his severe usage 
of them, that they could not escape destruction, 
nor a tyrannical death, even when he was dead 
lumself : and this saying [of Joseph] was a founda- 
tion for the women's severe suspicions about him 
afterwards. 

7. At this time a report went about the city of 
Jerusalem, among Herod's enemies, that Antony 
had tortured Herod, and put him to death. This 
leport, as is natural, disturbed those that were 
about the palace, but chiefly the women: upon 
which Alexandra endeavoured to persuade Joseph 
to go put of the palace, and fly away with them to 
the ensigns of the Roman legions which then lay 
encamped about the city, as a guard to the king- 
dom, under the 4X>mmand of Julius ; for that by 
this means, if any disturbance should happen about 
the pahMBC, they should be in greater security, as 
having the Romans favourable to them ; and that 
besides, they hoped to obtain Uie highest authority, 
if Antony did but once see Mariamne, by whose 
means they should recover the kingdom, and want 
nothing which was reasonable for tnem to hope for, 
because of their royal extraction. 

8. But as they were in the midst of these deli- 
beratious, letters were brought from Herod about 
all his affairs, and proved contrary to the report, 
and of what they before expected ; for when he 
vas come to Antony, he soon recovered his interest 



with him, by the presents he made him, which he 
had brought with him from Jerusalem ; and he 
soon induced him, upon disooursinz with him, to 
leave off his indignation at him, so uat Cleopatra's 
persuasions had less force than the arguments and 
presents he brought to regain his friendship : for 
Antony said, that it was not good to requira an 
account of a king, as to the affairs of his govern* 
ment, for at this rate he could bono king at all, 
but that those who had given him that authority 
ought to permit him to make use of it He also 
said the same things to Qeopatra, that it would be 
best for her not busily to meddle with the acts of 
the king's government Herod wrote an account 
of these thiiigs ; and enlarged upon the other ho- 
nours which he had received from Antony : how 
he sat by him at his hearing causes, and took his 
diet with him every day, and that he enjoyed thoso 
favours from him, notwithstanding the reproaches 
that Cleopatra so severoly laid against him, who 
having a great desire of his counti^, and earnestly 
entreating Antony that the kingdom might be given 
to her, laboured with her utmost diligence to have ' 
him out of the way ; but that he still foipd Antony 
just to him, and had no longer any apprehensions 
of hard treatment from him ; and that he was soon 
upon his return, with a firmer additional assurance 
ox .his favour to him, in his reigning and managing 
public affkirs ; and tliat there was no longer any 
nope for Cleopatra's covetous temper, since Antony 
had given her Celesjrria instead of what she desired ; 
by which means he had at once pacified her, and 
got clear of the entreaties which she made him to 
have Judea bestowed upon her. 

9. When these letters wero brought, the women 
left off their attempt for flying to the Romans, 
which they thought off while Herod was supposed 
to be dead ; yet was not that purpose of theirs a . 
secret ; but when the king had conducted Antony 
on his way against the Parthians, he returned to 
Judea, when both his sister Salome, and his mother, 
informed him of Alexandra's intentions. Satome 
also added somewhat farther 'against Joeeph, though 
it was no more than a calumny, that he had often 
had criminal conversation with Mariamne. Tho 
reason of her saying so was this, that she for a . 
long time bare her ifi-wiil ; for when they had dif- 
ferences with one another, Mariamne took great 
freedoms, and reproached the rest for the mean- 
ness of their birth. But Herod, whose affection to 
Mariamne was always very warm, was presently 
disturbed at this, and could not bear the tormento 
of jealousy, but was still restrained from doing any 
rash thing to her by the love he had for her ; vet 
did his vehement affection and jealousy together 
make him ask Mariamne by herself about this 
matter of Joseph ; but she denied it upon her 
oath, and said all that an innocent woman could 
posfedbly say in her own defence ; so that by little 
and little the king was prevailed upon to drop the 
suspicion, and left off his anger at her ; and being 
overcome with his passion for his wife, he made an . 
apok)gy to her for having seemed to believe what 
he had heard about her, and returned her a mat 
many acknowledgments of her modest behaviour^ 
and professed the extraordinary affection and kind- 
ness he had for her, till at last, as is nsual between 
lovers, they both fell into tears, and embraced one 
another with a most tender affection. But as the' 
king gave more and more assurances of his belief 
of her fidelity, and endeavoured to draw her to a 
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like confidence in him, MAriamne said, ^ Yet was 
not that command thou gavest, that if any harm 
came to thee from Antony, I, who had been no 
occasion of it, should perish with tiiee, a sign of 
thy love to me I" When these words were fallen 
from her, the king was shocked at them, and pre- 
sently let her go out of his arms, and cried out, and 
tore his hair with his own hands, and said, that 
now he had an evident demonstration that Joseph 
had had criminal conversation with his wife ; for 
that he would never have uttered what he had told 
him alone by himself, unless there had been such 
a great familiarity and firm confidence between 
them. And while he was in this passion he had 
liked to have killed his wife ; but bemg still over- 
borne by his love to her, he restrained this his 
IMSsion, though not without a lasting grief and dis- 
quietness of mind. However, he gave order to 
alAy Joseph, without permittiDg him to come into 
his sight ; and as for Alexandra, he bound her, 
and kept her in custody, aa the cause of all this 
mischief. 



CHAPTER IV. 

HOW CLBOPITRA, WHEN 8HB HID OOTTBN VBOM 
ANTOlfT SOUS PARTS OF JUDSA AND ARABIA, CAMB 
INTO JUDBA ; AND HOW HEROD GAVB HER MANY 
PRBSBNTS, AND CONDUCTBD HBR ON HBR WAY 
BACK TO BOTPT. 

§ 1. Now at this tune the affaurs of Syria v/en in 
confusion by Cleopatra's constant persuasions to 
Antony to inake an attempt upon every body's do- 
minions ; for she persuaded him to take those do- 
minions awav from their several princes, and bestow 
them upon her ; and she had a mighty influence 
upon him, by reason of his being eiuUved to her 
by his affections. She was also by nature very 
covetous, and stuck at no wickedness. She had 
already poisoned her brother, because she knew 
^t he was to be king of Egypt, and this when he 
was but fifteen jrears old ; and she got her sister 
Aninoe to be slain, by the means of Antony, when 
she was a supplicant at Diana's temple at Ephesus ; 
fi>r if there were but aoy hopes of getting money, 
she would vk)late both temples and sepulchres. 
Nor was there any holy place that was esteemed 
the most invioUble, from which she would not fetch 
the ornaments it had in it ; nor any place so pro- 
fjMie, but was to suffer the most flagitious treatment 
possible from her, if it could but contribute some- 
what to the covetous humour of this wicked crea- 
ture ; yet did not all this suffice so extravagant a 
woman, who was a slave to her lusts, but she still 
imagined that she wanted every thing she could 
think of, and did her utmost to gain it ; for which 
reason she hurried Antony on perpetually to de- 
prive others of their dominions, and ffive them to 
her ; and as she went over Syria with him, she 
eontrived to get it into her possession ; so he slew 
Lysanias the son of Ptolemy, accusing him of his 
bringinip the Parthians upon those countries. She 
also peutioned Antony to give her Judea and Ara- 
bia ; and, in order thereto, desired him to take 
these countries away from their present governors. 
Aa for Antony, he was so entirely overcome by this 
woman, that one would not think her conversation 
only ooiild do it, but that he was some way or other 
bewitched to do whatsoever she would have him ; 



yet did the grossest parts of her injustice make him 
BO ashamed, that he would not always hearken to 
her to do those flagrant enormities she would have 
persuaded him to. That therefore he might not 
totally deny her, nor by doing every thing which 
she enjoined hin:i, appear openly to be an ill man, 
he took some parts of each of those countries away 
from their former governors, and gave them to her. 
Thus he gave her the cities •that were within the 
river Eleutherus, as far as Egypt, excepting Tyre 
and Sidon, which he knew to have been free cities- 
from their ancestors, although she pressed him very 
often to bestow those on her also. 

2. When Cleopatra had obtained thus much, and 
had accompanied Antony in his expedition to Ar- 
menia, as far as Euphrates, she returned back, 
and came to Apamia and Damascus, and passed on 
to Judea ; where Herod met her, and farmed of 
her her parts of Arabia, and those revenues that 
came to her from those regions about Jericho. 
This country bears that balsam, which is the most 
precious drug that is there, and grows there lUone.- 
The place bears also palm-trees, both many in 
number, and those excellent in their kind. When 
she was there, and was very often with Herod, she 
endeavoured to have criminal conversation with 
the king : nor did she affect secresy in the indul- 
gence of such sort of pleasures ; and perhaps she 
had in some measure a passion of love to him, or 
rather, what is most probable, she laid a treacher- 
ous snare for him, by aiming to obtain such adiU- 
terous conversation from him ; however, upon the 
whole, she seemed overcome with love to him. 
Now Herod had a great while borne no good-will 
to Cleopatra, as knowing that she was a woman 
irksome to all ; and at that time he thought her 
particularly worthy of his hatred, if this attempt 
proceeded out of lust : he had also thought of pre- 
venting her intrigues, by putting her to death, it 
such were her endeavours. However, he refused 
to comply with her proposals, and called a counsel 
of his friends to consult with them whether he 
should not kill her, now he had her in his power ; 
for that he should thereby deliver all those from a 
multitude of evils to whom she was already become 
irksome, and was expected to be still so for tlio 
time to come ; and that this very thing would be 
much for the advantage of Antony himself, since she 
would certainly not be faithful to him, in case any 
such season or necessity should come upon him aa 
that he should stand in need of her fidelity. But 
when he thought to follow this advice, his friends 
would not let him ; and told him, tha^ in the first 
place, it was not right to attempt so great a things 
and run himself thereby into the utmost danger ; 
and they laid hard at him, and begged him to un- 
dertake nothing rashly, for that Antony would 
never bear it, no, not though any one should evi- 
dently Uy before his eyes that it was for his own 
advantage ; and that the appearance of depriving 
him of her conversation, by this violent and treach* 
erous method, would probably set his affections 
more on a flame than before. Nor did it appear 
that he could offer any thing of tolerable weight in 
his defence, this attempt being agaiust such a woman 
as was of the highest dignity of any of her sex at 
that time in the world ; and as to any advantage to 
be expected from such an undertaking, if any such 
could be supposed in this case, it would appear to 
deserve condemnation on account of the insolence 
he must take upon him in doing it : which consi^ 
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dentioiis made it mj plain, that in ao doing he 
would find his government filled with misehiefs, 
both great and lifting, both to himself and his pos- 
terity, whereas it was still in his power to reject 
that wickedness she would persuade htm to, and 
to come off honourably at the same time. So by 
thus affrighting Herod, and representing to him 
the hazaitis he must, in all probabiii^, run by this 
undertaking, they restrHined him from it So he 
treated Cleopatra kindly, and made her presents, 
and conducted her on her way to Egypt 

S. But Antony subdued Armenia, and sent Arta- 
bazes, the son of Tigranes, in bonds, with his chil- 
dren and procurators, to Egypt, and made a present 
of them, and of all Uie royal ornaments which he 
had taken out of that kingdom, to Cleopatra ; and 
Artazias, the eldest of his sons, who had escaped 
at that time, took the kingdom of Armenia ; who 
yet was ejected by Aichelaus and Nero Caesar, when 
they restored Tigranes, his younger brother, to 
that kingdom : but this happened a good while 
afterward. 

4, But then, as to the tributes which Herod was 
to pay Cleopatra for that country which Antony 
had given her, he acted fairiy with her, as deeming 
it not safe for him to afford any cause for Cleopatra 
to hate hiuL As for the king of Arabia, whose 
tribute Herod had undertaken to pay her, for some 
time indeed he paid him as much as came to two 
hundred talents ; but he afterward became very 
niggardly and slow in his paymentB, and could 
hardly be brought to pay some parts of it, and was 
not willing to pay even them without some deduc- 



CHAPTER y. 

MOW mUOD MADE WAR WITH THB KINO OP ARABIA, 
AN1> AITBB THBT HA0 lOUGflT MANY BATTLBS, 
AT LEMOTH OOR^KBBO HIM, AND WAS CHOSBIC 
BT THB ARABS TO BB OOVBBlfOR OF THAT NATION ; 
AS ALSO OOMCBRNINO A GRBAT BARTHqUAKB. 

I 1. Hbrbupon Herod held himself ready to go 
against the king of Arabia, because of his ingrati- 
tnde to him, and because, aftfer all, he would do 
Mothing that was just to him, although Herod made 
the Roman war an occasion of delaying his own ; 
for the battle of Actinm was now expe^ed, which 
fell into the hundred and eigh^^seventh olympiad, 
where Gnsar and Antony were to fight for the 
gapreme power of the world ; but Herod having 
enjoyed a country that was very fruitful, and that 
now for a long time, and having received great 
taxes, and raised great armies therewith, got toge- 
ther a body of men, and carefuUv furnished them 
with all necesMuries, and designed them as auxili- 
aries for Antony ; but Antony said he had no want 
of his aasistanee ; but he commanded him to punish 
the king of Arabia, for he had heard, both from 
him and from Cleopatra, how perfidious he was ; 
for this was what Cleopatra derired, who thought 
it for her own advantage that these two kings 
should do one another as great mischief as poasible. 
Upon this message from Antony, Herod returned 
baiok, but kept ma army with him, in order to in- 
vade Arabia immediately. So when his army of 
horsemen and footmen was ready, he marched to 
Diospolis, whither the Arabians camo also to meet 
fhem^ for they were not unapprised of this war that 



was coming upon them ; and after a great battle 
had been fought, the Jews had the victory ; bat 
afterward there were gotten together another mt- 
znerouo army of the Arabians, at Cana, which is a 
place of Celesyri^ Herod was informed of this 
beforehand : so he marched against them with the 
greatest part of the forces he had ; and when he 
was come near Cana, he resolved to encamp him- 
self ; and he cast up a bulwark, that he might take 
a proper season for attacking the enemy ; but as 
he was giving those orders, the multitude of the 
Jews cried out that he should make no delay, but 
lead them against the Arabians. They went with 
great spirit, as believing they were in very good 
order ; and those especially were so that had been 
in the former battle and had been conquerors, and 
had not permitted their enemies so much as to 
come to a dose fight with them ; and when they 
were so tumultuous, and showed such great alacrity, 
the king resolved to make use of that seal the mul- 
titude then exhibited ; and when he had assured 
them he would not be behindhand with them in 
courage, he led them on, and stood before them in 
all his armour, all the regiments following him in 
their several ranks ; whereupon a consternation 
fell upon the Arabians ; for when they perceived 
that the Jews were not to be conquered, and i 



full of spirit, the greater part of them ran away, 
and avoided fighting ; and they had been quite 
destroyed, had not Athenio follen upon the Jews, 
and distressed them ; for this man was Cleopalra'a 
general over the soldiers she had there, and was at 
enmity with Herod, and very wistfully looked on to 
see what the event of the battle would be. He had 
also resolved, that in case the Arabians did any 
thing that was brave and suoeessfnl, he would lie 
still ; but in case they were beaten, as it really 
happened, he would attack the Jews with those 
forces he had of his own, and with those that the 
country had gotten together for him : so he fell 
upon the Jews unexpectedly, when they weve 
fatigued, and thought they had already vanquished 
the enemy, and n^de a great sUugfater of them ; 
for as the Jews had spent their courage upon their 
known enemies, and were about to eojoy themselves 
in quietness after their victory, they were easily 
beaten by these that attacked them afresh ; and in 
particular received a great loss in places where 
the horses eoold not be of any service, and which 
were very stony, and where those Ihat attacked 
them were better acquainted with the phMcs than 
themselves ; and when the Jews had suffered this 
loss, the Arabians raised their spirits after thefar 
defeat, and returning back again, slew those that 
were ahready put to flight ; and indeed all aorta of 
shtughter were now firaquent, and of thoee that 
escaped, a few only returned into the camp. So 
kmg Herod, when he despaired of the battle, rode 
up to them to bring them assistsnee, yet did he not 
oome time enough to do thsm any service^ thoQgh 
he laboured hanl to do it ; but the Jewish camp 
was taken, so that the Arabiana had unexpectedly 
a most glorious snceess, having gained that vietory 
which of themselves they were no way likely to 
have gained, and slaying a great part of the enemy's 
army ; whence afterwanl Usvod could only aet hkm 
a private robber, and make excursions i^pon many 
parts of Arabia, and distress them by sudden in- 
cursions, while he encamped among the meuntainsy 
and avoided by any means to oome to a pitched 
battle ; yet did he greatly harasa the enemy by Us 
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masidnity, and the hwrd labour he took in this mat- 
ter. He also took great care of his own forces, 
And used all the means he could to restore his 
affairs to thefar old state. 

2. At this time it was that the fight happened 
At Aetium, between Octavios Ceaear and Antony^ 
bi the seventh year of the reign of Herod ;* and 
then it was also that there was an earthquake in 
Jndea, such a one as had not hi^pened at any other 
time, and which earthquake brought a great de- 
struction upon the cattle in that country. About 
ten thousand men also perished by the fall of houses ; 
but the army, which lodged in the field, received 
no damage by this sad accident When the Ara- 
bians were informed of this, and when those that 
hated the Jews, and pleased themselves with ag- 
gravating the reports, told them of it, they raised 
their spirits, as if their enemy's country was quite 
overthrown, and the men were utterly destroyed, 
and thought there now remained nothing that 
could oppose them. Accordingly, they took the 
Jewish ambassadors, who came to them after all 
this had happened, to make peace with them, and 
slew them, and came with great alacrity against 
th^ army ; but the Jews durst not witlutand 
them, and were so cast down by the calamities they 
were under, that they took no care of their affairs, 
but gave up themselves to despair, for they had no 
hope that they should be so upon a level again with 
them in batties, nor obtain any assistance else- 
where, whUe their affhirs at home were in such 
great distress also. When matters were in this 
eondition, the king persuaded the commanders by 
his words, and tried to raise their spirits, which 
were quite sunk : and first he endeavoured to en- 
eourage and embolden some of the better sort be- 
forehand, and then ventured to make a speech to 
the multitude, which he had before avoided to do, 
lest he should find them uneasy thereat, because 
of the misfortunes which had happened : so he 
made a consolatory speech to the multitude, in the 
manner foUowing : — 

8. Yon are not unacquainted, my fellow-soldiers, 
that we have had, not long since, many accidents 
that have put a stop to what we are about ; and it 
is probable, that even those that are most distin- 
ffuished above others for their courage, can hardly 
keep up their spirits in such circumstances 3 but 
since we cannot avoid fighting, and nothing that 
bath happened is of such a nature but it may by 
ourselves be recovered into a good state, and this 
by one brave action only well performed, 1 have 
proposed to myself both to give you some eneou- 
vagementy and, at the same time, some information ; 
both which parts of my design will tend to this 
point, that you may still continue in your own pro- 
per fortitude. I will then, in the first pUce, de- 
inonstrate to you, that this war is a just one on our 
aide, and that on this account it is a war of neces- 
aity, and occasioned by the injustice of our adver- 
saries ; for, if you be once satisfied of this, it will 
be a real cause of alacrity to you ; after which I 
will forther demonstrate, that the misfortunes we 
an under are of no great consequence, and that we 
have tlie greatest reason to hope for victory. I 
shall begin with the first, and appeal to yourselves 
as witnesses to what I shall say. You are not 

• Tte iM4«r ta bHB to Mm noilMu tbM Uils wvmUi yMT of tlM Mien 
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ignorant certainly of the wickedness of the Arabi- 
ans, which is to tiiat degree as to appear incredible 
to all other men, and to include somewhat that 
shows the grossest barbarity and ignorance of God. 
The chief things wherein they have aff'ronted us 
have arisen from covetousness and envy ; and they 
have attacked us in an insidious manner, and on 
the sudden. And what occasion is there for me to 
mention many instances of such their procedure t 
When they were in danger of losing their own go- 
vernment of themselves, and of being slaves to 
Cleopatra^ what others were they that freed them 
from that fear 1 for it was the friendship I had 
with Antony, and the kind dispositiou he was in 
towards us, that hath been the occasion that even 
these Arabians have not been utterly undone ; An- 
tony being unwilling to undertake any thing which 
might be suspected by us of unkindness : but when 
he had a mind to bestow some parts of each of our 
dominions on Cleopatra, I also managed that mat- 
ter so, that by giving him presents of my own, I 
might obtain a security to both nations, while I 
undertook myself to answer for the money, and 
gave him two hundred talents, and became surety 
for those two hundred more which were imposed 
upon the land which was subject to this tribute : 
and this they have defrauded us of, although it was 
not reasonable that Jews should pay tribute to any 
man living, or allow part of theur land to be tax- 
able ; but although that was to be, yet ought we 
not to pay tribute for these Arabians, whom we 
have ourselves preserved ; nor is it fit that they 
who have professed (and that with great integrity 
and sense of our kindness) that it is by our means 
that they keep their principality, should injure us, 
and deprive us of what is our due, and this while 
we have been still not their enemies but their 
friends. And whereas observation of covenants 
takes place among the bitterest enemies, but among 
friends is absolutely necessary, — this is not observed 
among these men, who thmk gain to be the best ot 
all things, let it be by any means whatsoever, and 
that injustice is no harm, if they may but get mo- 
ney by it : is it therefore a question wiUi you, 
whether the unjust are to be punished or not 1 
when God himself hath decUured his mind Uiat so 
it ought to be, — ^and hath commanded that we ever 
should hate injuries and injustice, which is not only 
just but necessary in wars between several nations ; 
for these Arabians have done what both the Greeks 
and Barbarians own to be an instance of the gross- 
est wickedness, with regard to our a m bassadors, 
whom they have beheaded, while the Crreeks de- 
clare that such ambassadors are sacred and invio- 
lable.f And for ourselves, we have learned from 
God the most excellent of our doctrines, and the 
most holy part of our Uw, by angels or ambassa- 
dors I for this name brings God to the knowledge 
of mankind, and is sufScient to reconcile enemies 
one to another. What wickedness then can be 
greater than the shmghter of ambaasadorsy who 
come to treat about doing what is right 1 And 
when such have been their actions, how is it pos- 
sible they can either live securely in common life^ 
or be successful in war 1 In my opinion, this is 
impossible. But perliape some will say, that what 
is holy, and what is rifshteous, is indeed en our 
side, but that the Arabians are either more cou- 

f Horod myt iMco, that •• ambaMftlon woo Mcnd when thej carricil 
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rageoiu or more nnmeroiiB than we are. Now, as 
to this, in the first pUce, it is not fit for ns to say 
■o, for with whom is what is righteous, with them 
is (xod himself ; now, where G^ is, there is both 
multitude and courage. But to examine our own 
circumstaooes a little, we were conquerors in the 
first battle ; and when we fought again, they were 
not able to oppose us, but ran away, and could not 
endure our attacks or our courage ; but when we 
had conquered them, then came Atheoion, and 
made war against us without dedaring it ; and 
pray, is this an instance of their manhood, or is it 
not a second instance of their wickedness and 
treachery f Why are we therefore of less courage, 
on account of that which ought to inspire us with 
stronger hopes 1 and why are we terrified at these, 
who, when they fight upon a level, are continually 
beaten, and when they seem to be conquerors, they 
gain it by wickedness ! and if we suppose that any 
one should deem them to be men of real courage, 
will he not be excited by that very consideration 
to do his utmost against them f for true valour is 
not shown by fighting aeainst weak persons, but in 
being able to overcome Uie most hardy. But then, 
if the distre sses we ourselves axe under, and the 
miseries that have oome by the earthquake, have 
affrighted any one, let him consider, in the first 
place, that tms very thing will deceive the Arabi- 
ans, by their supposal tlutt what hath befallen ns 
is greater than it really is. Moreover, it is not 
right that the same thing that emboldens them 
should discourage us ; for these men, yon see, do 
not derive their alacrity from any advantageous 
virtue of their own, but from their hope, as to us, 
that we are quite cast down b^ our misfortunes ; 
but when we boldly march against them, we shall 
soon pull down their insolent conceit of themselves, 
and shall gain this by attacking them, that they 
will not be so insolent when we come to the battle ; 
for our distresses are not so great, nor is what hath 
happened an indication of the anger of God against 
ns, as some imagine ; for such thugs are accidental, 
and adversities that oome in the usual course of 
things ; and if we allow that this was done by the 
will of God, we iHnst allow that it is now over bv 
his will also, and that he is satisfied with what hath 
ahready happened ; for had he been willing to 
afflict us stiU more thereby, he had not changed 
his mind so soon. And as for the war we are en- 
gaged in, he hath himself demonstrated that he is 
willing it should go on, and that he knows it to be 
a just war ; for while some of the people in the 
country have perished, all you who were in arms 
have suffered nothing, but are all preserved alive ; 
whereby God makes it plain to us, that if you had 
nniversally, with your children and wives, been in 
in the army, it had come to pass that you had not 
nndeigone any thing that woul4 have much hurt 
you. Consider these things, and, what is more 
than all the rest, that yon have God at all times 
for your protector ; and prosecute these men with a 
just bravery, who^ in pomt of firiendship, are un- 
just, in their battles perfidious, towards ambassa- 
dors impious, and always inferior to you in valour." 
4. when the Jews heard this speech, they were 
much raised in their minds, and more disposed to 
fight than before. So Herod when he had offered 
tiie sacrifices appcunted by the law,* made haste, 

• TUaplMs tt (rilcloo, tlM nnpllaattiis Ood with MMrtftoM, bv Rarod. 
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and took them, and led them against the Arabians , 
and in order to that, passed over Jordan, and pitch- 
ed his camp near to that of the enemy. He also 
thought fit to seize upon a certain castle that Uy in 
the midst of them, as hoping it would be for his ad- 
vantage, and would the sooner produce a battle ; 
and that if there were occasion for delay, he should 
by it have his camp fortified ; and as the Arabians 
had the same intentions upon that place, a contest 
arose about it ; at first they were but skirmishes, 
after which there came more soldiers, and it proved 
a sort of fight, and some fell on both sides, till those 
of the Arabian side were beaten, and retreated. 
This was no small encouragement to the Jews im- 
mediately ; and when Herod observed that the ene< 
my's army were disposed to any thing rather than 
to come to an engagement, he ventured boldly to at- 
tempt the bulwark itself, and to pull it to pieces, 
and so to get nearer to their camp, in order to fight 
them ; for when they were forced out of their tren- 
ches, they went out in disorder, and had not the 
least aUcrity, or hope of victory ; yet did they fight 
hand to hand, because they were no more in num- 
ber than the Jews, and because they were in such 
a disposition of war that they were under a neces- 
sity of coming on boldly ; so they came on to a ter-. 
rible battle, while not a few fell on each side. How- 
ever, at length the Arabians fled ; and so great n 
slaughter was made upon their being rout^ that 
they were not only killed by their enemies, but be- 
came the authors of their own deaths also, and were 
trodden down by the multitude, and the great cur- 
rent of people in disorder, and were destroyed by 
their own armour ; so five thousand men lay dead 
upon the spot, while the rest of the multitude soon 
ran within the bulwark [for safety], but had na 
firm hope of safety, by reason of their want of ne- 
cessaries, and especially of water. The Jews pur- 
sued them, but could not get in with them, but 
sat round about the bulwark, and watched any as- 
sistance that would get into them, and prevented 
any there, that had a mind to it from running away. 
£. When the Arabians were in these circumstan- 
ces, they sent ambassadors to Herod, in the first 
place, to propose terms of accommodation, and after 
that to ofier him, so pressing was their thirst upon 
them, to undergo whatsoever he pleased, if he would 
free tiiem from their present distress ; but he would 
admit of no ambassadors, of no price of redemption, 
nor of any other moderate terms whatever, beins 
very desirous to revenge those unjust actions which 
they had been guilty of towards his nation. So 
they were necessitated by other motives, and parti- 
cularly by their thirst, to oome out, and deliver Uiem- 
selves up to him, to be carried away captives ; and 
in five days' time, the number of four thousand were 
taken prisoners, while all the rest resolved to make 
a sally upon their enemies, and to fight it out with 
them, choosing rather, if so it must be, to die 
therein, than to perish gradually and ingloriously. 
When they had taken this resolution, Uiey came 
out of their trenches^ but could no way sustain the 
fight, being too much disabled, both in mind and 
body, and having not room to exert themselTesy and 
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Ifaooght it an adTUitege to be killed, and a miBezy 
to snnrive ; so at the first onset there fell about 
•eren thousand of them, after vhieh stroke, they 
let all the courage they had put on before fall, and 
stood amased at Herod's warUke spirit under his 
own cakmities ; so for the future they yielded, and 
made him ruler of their nation ; whereupon he was 
greatly elevated at so seasonable a success, and re- 
turned home, taking great authority upon him, on 
account of so bold and gbrious an expedition as he 
had made. 



CHAPTER VI. 

BOW BBROD SLEW BTKCANU8, AND TBBN H48T13> 
AWAY TO C.SSAS, AND OBTAINID TBI KINGDOM 
FKOM BIM ALSO ; AND BOW, A LITTLI TllIB AF- 
TBRWABD, BB BNTERTAINBO CiBBAB IN A MOST 
UONOUBABLK MANNBR. 

I 1. Herod's other afiairs were now yery nrosper- 
ous, and he was not to be easily assaulted onany 
side. Yet did there oome upon him a danger that 
would hazard. his entire dominions, after Antony 
had been beaten at the battle of Actium by CcBsar 
[OctaTian] ; for at that time both Herod's enemies 
and friends despaired of his affairs, for it was not 
probable that he would remain without puuisfament, 
who had shown so much friendship for Antony. So 
it happened that lus friends despaired, and had^no 
hopes of his escape ; but for his enemies, they all 
outwardly appeared troubled at his case, but were 
prirately yery gkd of it, as hoping to obtain a change 
for the better. As for Herod huiself, he saw tlukt 
there was no one of royal dignity left but Hyrcanus, 
and therefore he thought it would be for his adyan- 
tage not to suffer him to be an obetacle in his way 
any longer ; for that in case he himself suryiyed, 
and escaped the danger he was in, he thoueht it 
was the safest way to put it out of the power ofsuch 
a man to make any attempt against him at such 
innctores of affiiirs, as was more worAy of thekin^ 
dom than himself ; and in case he should be slam 
bv Cssar, his enyy prompted him to desire to slay 
him that would otherwise be king after him. 

2. While Herod had these things in his mind, 
there was a certain occasion afforded him; forHyr- 
eanus was of so mild a temper, both then and at 
odier times, that he desired not to meddle with pub- 
lic affiurs, nor to eoncem himself with innoyations, 
but left all to fortune, and oontented himself with 
what that afforded him : but Alexandra [his daugh- 
ter] was a loyer of strife, and was exceeding desi- 
rous of a ehange of the goyemment ; and spoke to 
her father not to bear for oyer Herod's Injurious 
treatment of their fiunily, but to anticipate their fu- 
ture hopes, as he safely might ; and desired him to 
write about these matters to Malohus, who was then 
goyenor of Arabia, to reeeiye them, and to secure 
them [from Herod], for that if they went away, and 
Herod's ailkirs proved to be, as it was likely they 
' would be by reason of Csssar's enmity to him, they 
should then be the only persons that oould take the 
goyemment ; and this, both on account of the royal 
uanily they were of, and on account of the good dis- 
position of the multitude to them. While she used 
these persuasions, Hyrcanus put off her suit ; but 
as she showed that shis was a woman, and a conten- 
tioos woman too^ and would not desist either night 



or day, but would always be speaking to him about 
these matters, and about Herod's treacherous de 
signs, she at last proTaited with him to entrust Do- 
sitheus, one of his friends, with a letter, wherein 
his resolution was dedared ; and he desired the 
Arabian goyemor to send him some horsemen, who 
should reeeiye him, and conduct him to the lake 
Asphaltitee, which is from the bounds of Jerusalem 
three hundred furlongs : and he did therefore trust 
Dosithens with his letter, because he was a eaieful 
attendant on him, and on Alexandra, and had no 
small occasion to bear ill will to Herod ; for he was 
a kinsman of one Joseph, whom he had sUin, and 
a brother of those that were formerlpr shun at Tyre 
b^ Antony : yet could not these motiyes induce Do- 
sitheus to serye Hyrcanus in this affair ; for pre- 
ferring the hopes he had from the present king to 
those ne had from him, he gave Herod the letter. 
So he took his kindness in good part, and bade him 
besides do what he had alraady done, that is, go on 
in senring him, by rolling up the epistle and sMling 
it again, and deliyering xt to Malraus, and then to 
bring back the letter in answer to it ; for it would 
be much better if he eould know Malchus's inten- 
tions also. And when Dositheus was ready to serye 
him in this point also, the Arabian goyemor return- 
ed back for answer, that he would reeeiye Hyrca- 
nus, and all that should oome with him, and eyen 
all the Jews that were of his party : that he would* 
moreoyer, send forces sufficient to secure them in 
their journey ; and that he should be in no want ot 
any thing he should desire. Now as soon as He- 
rod had recieyed this letter, he immediately sent 
for Hyrcanus, and questioned him about the leaffue 
he had made with Malchus ; and when he deniod it, 
he showed the letter to the sanhedrim, and put the 
man to death immediately. 

3. And this account we giye the reader, as it is 
contained in the commentaries of kins Herod : but 
other historians do not agree with them, for they 
suppose that Herod did not find, but rather make, 
this an occasion for thus putting him to death, and 
that by treacherously laying a snare for him ; for 
thus do they write : — Thia Heiod and he were 
once at a treat, and that Herod had giyen no occa- 
sion to suspect [that he was diBpleased at him], but 
put this question to Hyrcanus, Whether he had re- 
ceiyed any letters from Malchus 1 and when he an- 
swered that he had received letters, but those of sa- 
lutation only ; and when he asked farther, whether . 
he had not receiyed any presents Irom him t and 
when he had replied, that ne had receiyed no more 
than four horses to ride on, which Malchus had 
sent him, they pretended that Herod charged these 
upon him as the crimes of bribery and treason, and 
gayc orders that he should be led away and slain. 
And in order to demonstrate that he had been guilw 
of no offence, when he was thus brought to his end, 
they allege how mild his temper had been ; and that 
even in his youth he had never giyen any demon- 
stration of boldness or rashness, and that the case 
was the same when he came to be king, but that he 
even then committed the management of the great- 
est part of public affairs to Antipater : and that 
he was now aboye fourscore years old, and knew 
that Herod's goTcrament was in a secure state. 
He also came over Euphrates, and left these who 
greatly honoured him beyond that riyer, though ho 
were to be entirely under Herod's goyemment ; and 
that it was a moot incredible thing that be should 
enterprise any thing by way of innoyatlon, and not 
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ftt all agreeable to hk temper, but that thia was a 
plot of Herod's own cootrivanoe. 

4. And this was the fate of Hyreanna; and thus 
did he end his life, after he had endured various 
and manifold turns of fortune in his lifetime ; for 
he was made high-priest of the Jewish nation in 
the beginning of his mother Alexandra's reign, 
who held the government nine years ; and when, 
after his mother's death, he took the kingdom him- 
self, and held it three months, he lost it, by the 
means of his brother Aristobulus. He was then 
restored by Pompey, and reeeived aU sorts of ho- 
nour from him, and enjoyed diem forty years ; but 
when he was again deprived by Antigonus, and was 
maimed in his body, he was made a captive by the 
Parthians, and thenoe returned home again after 
some time, on aeeount of the hopes that Herod had 
given him ; none of which' came to pass according 
to his expectation, but he still conflicted with many 
misfortnnes through the whole course of his life : 
and, what was the heaviest calamity of all, as we 
have related ahvady, he came to an end which was 
nadeserved by him. His character appeared to be 
that of a man of a mild and moderate disposition, 
who suffered the administration of affairs to be 
generally done by others under him. He was 
averse to much meddling with the pnblie, nor had 
shrewdness enough to govern a kingdom : and both 
Autipater and Herod came to their greatness by 
reason of his mildness ; and at last he met with 
such sn end from them as was not agreeable either 
to justice or piety. 

5. Now HcKM^ as soon as he had pat Hyroanus 
out of the wav, made haste to Ceesar ; and because 
he could not have any hopes of kindness from him, 
on acoonnt of the friendship he had for Antony, he 
had a suspicion of Alexandra, lest she should take 
this opportunity to bring the multitude to a revolt, 
and introduce a sedition into the affitirs of the 
kingdom ; so he committed the care of every thing 
to his brother Pheroras, and placed his mother 
Cypmsy and his sister [Salome], and the whole 
family, at Msssada, and gave him a charge, that if 

. be should hear any sad news about him, he should 
'• take care of the goveounent i but as to Mariamne 
his wife, because of the misonderstanding between 
her and his sister, and hb sister's mother, which 
made it impossible for them to live together, he 
placed her at AJexandiium, with Alexandra her 
mother, and left his treasurer Joseph and Sohemns 
of Iturea, to take care of that fortress. These two 
had been very faithful to him from the beginning, 
and were now left as a guard to the women. They 
also had it in charge, that if they should hear any 
mischief had befoUen him, they should kill them 
both ; a»d, as for aa they were able, to preserve 
the kingdom fov his aons^ and for his brother 
Pheroras^ 

6. When he had given them this charge, he 
. made haste to Rhodes, to meet Cmsar ; and when 
■ he had sailed to that city, he took off his diadem, 

but remitted nothing else of his usual dignity : and 
when, upon hia meeUng him, he desired that he 
would let him speak to him, be therein exhibited 
a much more noble specimen of a great soul, for 
he did not betake hunself to sopplications, as men 
usually do upon such occasions, nor offered him 
any petition, as if he were an offender ; but, after 
an undannted manner, gave an aocoont of what he 
had done; for he sp^ thus to Cnsar : — ^Tfaat he 
had tlie greatest iriendship for Antony, and did 



every thing that he could that he migfat attain the 
government: that he was not indeed in the army 
with him, because the Arabians had dtrerted him, 
but that he had sent him both money and com, 
which was but too little in cofuparisoo of what he 
oi^t to have done for him ; ** for, if a man owns 
himself to be another's friend and knows him to be 
a benefoetor, he is obliged to haxard every thing, 
to use every faculty of his soul, every member ot 
his body, and all the wealth he hath, for him ; in 
which I confess I have been too deficient. How- 
ever, I am conscious to myself, that so for I have 
done right, that I have not deserted him on his 
defeat at Actium : nor upon the evident change of 
his fortune have I transferred my hopes from him 
to another, but have preserved myself, thoQgh not 
as a valnable fellow-soldier, yet certainly as a* 
foithful counsellor to Antony, when I demonstrated 
to him that the only way he had to save himself 
and not lose all his authority, was to shty Cleopa- 
tra ; for when she was once dead, there would be 
room for him to retain his authority, and rather to 
bring thee to make a composition with him, than 
to contimie at enmity any longer. None of which 
advices would he attend to, but preferred his own 
imsh resolutions before them, which have happened 
nnprofitably for him, but profitably for thee. Now, 
therefore, in case thou determinest about me, and 
my alacrity in servmg Antony, aeeordmg to thy 
anger at bun, I own there is no room for me to 
deny what I have done, nor will I be asliamed to 
own, and that publicly too, that I had a great kmd- 
ness for him ; but if thou wilt put him out of the 
case, and only examine bow I behave nmelf to 
my benefoctors in general, and what sort of friend 
I am, thou wilt find by experience that we shall 
do and be the same to thyself, for it is but changing 
the names, and the firmness of friendship that we 
shall bear thee, will not be disapproved by thee.'* 

7. By this speech, and by his behaviour, which 
showed Cnsar the frankness of his mind, he greatly 
gained upon him, who was himself of a generous 
and magnifiNcent temper, insomuch that those very 
actions, whidi were the foundation of the accusation 
against him, procured him Cnsar's goodwilL Ac- 
cordingly, he restored hnn his diadem again ; and 
encouraged trim to exhibit himself as great a friend 
to himself as he had been to Antony, and then had 
him in great esteem. Moreover, he added this, that 
Quintus Didius had written to him that Horod had 
very readily assisted him in the aflkir of the gladia- 
tors. So when he had obtained such a kind reception, 
and had, beyond all his hopes, procured his crown 
to be more entirely and firmly settled^ upon him 
than ever, by Caesar's donation, as well as by that 
decree of the Romans, which Caesar took care to pro- 
cure for his greater security, he conducted Cmsar 
on his way to Egypt, and made him presents, even 
beyond his ability, to both him and his friends ; and 
and in general behaved himself with great magna- 
nimity. He also desired that Cnsar would not pnt 
to death one Alexander, who had been a companion 
of Antony ; but Csesar had sworn te put him to death, 
and so he could not obtain that his petition : and 
now he returned to Judea again with greater honour 
and asurance than ever, and affrighted those that 
had expectations to the contraiy, as still acquhring 
from his very dangers greater splendour dian before, 
by the favour of God to him. So he prepared for 
the reception of Gflesar as he was going out of Spria 
to invade Egypt ; and when he came ne entertained 
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him at Ptolenuus with all roval magnifiMDee. He 
also bwlowed preeento on the arraj, and farotiglit 
them pfonnoM in abundance. He alao proved to 
be one of Gmar'e most eordial irieDdBy and put the 
army in array, and rode along with Csnar, and had 
a hundred and fifty men, well appointed in all re- 
•peets, after a rieh and sumptooua manner, for the 
better roception of him and hia friends. He also 
provided them with what th^ should want, aa they 
passed over the dzy desert, insomuch that they 
lacked neither wine nor water, which last the sol- 
diem stood in the greatest need of, and besides, he 
presented Cmaar with eight hundred talents, and 
procured to himself the good-will of them all, be> 
cause he was assisting to them in a much mater 
and niore splendid degree than the Jdngdom he had 
obtained could afford ; by which he more and more 
demonstrated to Cnsar the firmness of his firiendship, 
and his readiness to assist him : and what was of 
the greatest advantage to him was this, that his Ub&- 
cality came at a seasonable time also ; and when 
they returned again out of Egypt, hb aasiatancea 
were no way inferior to the good offices he had for- 
merly done them. 



CHAPTER VII. 

HOW HBBOD 8UW SOBKMDS AMD MAUAMNB, AMD 
AFTXnWABDS ALBZANDRA AND COBIOBABUS, AVD 
HIS MOST INTIMAU JfUBHDS, AND, AX LAST, TBE 
SONS OF BABAa AUG, 

$ 1. HowavBK when he came into his kingdom 
again, he found his house in disorder, and hia wife 
M a riamne and her mother Alexandra vefy uneaay ; 
for, aa thev supposed, (what was ea^y to be suppo- 
sed) that they were not put into that fortress [ Aiez- 
adrium] for the security of their persons, but art into 
a gamaon for their imprisonment, and that they 
had no power over any thing, either of others or of 
their own affairs, they were very uneaay ; and Ma- 
riamne, Buppoaing that the king's love to her was 
hut hypocntieal, and rather pretended (as advanta- 
gBfMB to himself) than real, she looked upon it as 
teUadoua. She also was grieved that he would not 
allow her any hopes of surviving him, if he should 
come to any harm himseUl She also recollected 
what commands he had fonaerly given to Joseph, 
insomueh that she endeavoured to please her ke^- 
■«rs, and especially Sohemus, aa well appriaed how 
all was in his power ; and at the first Sotiemus was 
faithful to Herod, and neglected none of the things 
he had given him in charge, but when the women, 
by kind words, and liberal presents, had gained his 
affections over to them, he was by degrees overcome, 
and at length discovered to them all the king's in- 
' unctions, and this on that account principally, that 
10 did not so much as hope be would come back 
with the same authority he had before, so that he 
thoHght he should both escape any dancer from him, 
and supposed that he did hereby maai gratify the 
women, who were likely not to be overlooked in the 
settling of the ^vemraent, nay, that they would be 
able to make ium abundant reeompenoe, since they 
most either jretcn themselves, or be very near to 
him that should reign. He had a farther ground 
fd hope also^ that though Herod should have all the 
success he could wish for« and should return again, 
he could not oootradict his wife in what she desired. 



i' 



for he knew that the king's fondness for his wife 
was ineiq>ressihle. These were the motives that 
drew Sohemus to discover what injuBOtksis had 
been given him. So Mariamne was greatly displea- 
sed to hear that there waa no end of the dangers 
ahe waa under from Herod, and was grsatly uneasy 
at it, and wished that he mi^ht obtam no favoma 
[from Casar], and esteemed it almost an insupport- 
able task to live with bhn any longer ; and this she 
afterwards openly dedavsd, without concealing her 
resentment 

2. And now Herod sailed home with joy, at the 
unexpected good success he had had ; and went 
first of all, as was proper, to this his wile, and told 
her, and her only, the good newa, as preferring her 
before the rest, on acoount of his fondness for her, 
and the intimacy there had been between them, 
and sainted her ; but it so happened, that as h(i 
told her of the good success he had had, she was 
flo fiur from rejoicing at it, that she rather was 
aony for it ; nor waa ahe able to conceal her re- 
sentments, bat depending on her dignity, and the 
nobility of her birth, in return £ar hia salutations, 
she gave a groan, and deehured evidently that she 
rather grieved than rejoiced at his success,— and 
this till Herod was disturbed at her, aa affording 
him, not only marka of her suspicion, but evident 
signs of her dissatisfaction. ^ This much troubled 
him, to see that this sorprising hatred of his wife 
to him was not oonoealed, but open ; and he took 
this BO ill, and yet was so unable to bear it, on ac- 
oount of the fondness he had for her, that he could 
not continue long in any one mind, but t 



I angry at her, and sometimes reconciled himself 
to her ; but by always changing one passion for 
another^ he waa atill in great uncertainty, and thna 
waa entangled between hatred and love, and waa 
frequently disposed to inflict punishment on her 
for her insolence towards him ; but being deeply 
in love with her in his soul, he was not able to get 
quit of this woman. In short, as he would gbdly 
have her punished, so was he afraid lest, ere he 
were aware, he ahionld, by putting her to death, 
bring a heavier puniahment upon himself at the 
same time. 

3. When Herod's sister and mother pereeived 
that he was in this temper with regftrd to Mari- 
amne, they thought they had now got an excellent 
opportunity to exercise their hatred against hoTy 
and provoked Hemd to wrath by telling him such 
long stories and calumnies about her, as might at 
once excite his hatred and his jealousy. Now, 
though he wiUiBgly enough heard their words, yet 
had not he courage enough to do any thing to her 
as if he believed them, but still he became worse 
and worse disposed to her, and these ill passwns 
were more and mors inflamed on both sidss, while 
she did not hide her disposition towards him ; and 
he tnmsd his love to her into wiath agamst her ; 
but when he was just soing to put this matter past 
all remedy, he heard the news that Geasar was the 
victor in the war, and that Antony and Cleopatra 
were both dead, and that he had conquered Egypt; 
whereupon he made haste to go to meet Ca s sr, 
and left the affairs of his family in their present 
states However, Mariamne recom m ended Sohe- 
mus to him, as he was setting out on his journey, 
and professed that she owed him thanks for the 
care he had taken of her, and asked of the king for 
him a place in the government ; upon which an 
honourable employment was bestowed upon him ao* 
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Gordingly. Now, when Herod was oome into 
Egypt, he was introduoed to CsBsar with great free- 
dom, as already a friend of his, and received very 
ipreat isToiirs from him ; for he made him a present 
of those four hundred Galatians who had been Cle- 
opatra's guards, and restored that country to him 
again, wUch, by her means, had been taken away 
from him. He also added to his kingdom Gadara, 
Hippos, and Samaria ; and, besides Uiose, the ma^ 
ritune cities, Gaaa, Anthedon, Joppa, and Strato*s 
Tower. 

'1. Upon these new acquisitions, he grew more 
magnifioent, and eonducted Geeaar as far as Antioch ; 
but upon his return, as much as hb prosperity was 
augmented by the foreign additions that had been 
mfuie him, bo much the greater were the distresses 
that came upon him in his own family, and chiefly 
in the affiiir of his wife, wherein he formerly ap- 
peared to have been most of all fortunate ; for the 
affection he had for Mariamne was no way inferior 
to the affections of such as are on that account ce- 
lebrated in hj^ftory, and this very justly. As for 
her, she was in other respects a chaste woman, and 
faithful to him ; yet had she somewhat of a woman 
rough by nature, and treated her husband imperi- 
ously enough, because she saw he was so fond of 
her as to fcS enslaved to her. She did not also con- 
sider seasonably with herself that she lived under 
a monarchy, and that she was at another's disposal, 
and aceordlnglj would behave heiself after a saucy 
manner to him, which yet he usually put off in a 
iesting wi^, and bore with moderation ai^d good 
temper. She would also expose his mother and 
his sister openly, on account of the meanness of 
their birth, and would speak unkindly of them, in- 
somuch, that there was before this a disagreement 
and unpardonable hatred among the women, and 
it was now oome to greater reproaches of one ano- 
ther than formerly, which suspicions increased, and 
lasted a whole year after Herod returned from 
GoBsar. However, these misfortunes, which had 
been kept under some decency for a great while, 
.burst out all at once upon such an occasion as was 
now offered ; for as the king was one day about 
noon lain down on his bed to rest him, he called 
for Mariamne, out of the great affection he had 
always for her. She came in accordingly, but 
would not lie down by him ; and when he was very 
desirous of her company, she shewed her contempt 
of him ; and added, by way of reproach, that he 
had caused her father and her brother to be slain ;* 
and when he took this injury very unkindly, and 
was ready to use violence to her, in a precipitate 
manner, the king's sister, Salome, observing that 
he was more than ordinarily disturbed, sent in to 
the king his cup-bearer, who had been prepared 
long beforehand for such a design, and bade him 
tell the king how Mariamne had persuaded him to 
give his assistance in preparing a love-potion for 
him ; and if he appeared tu be greatly conceined, 
. and to ask what that love-potion was, to tell him 
that she had the potion, and that he was desired 
only to give it him ; but in case he did not appear 
to be much conoemed at this potion, to let the thing 
drop ; and that if he did so, no harm should 
theraby oome to him. When she had given him 

• WbOTM* XariaauM b h«i« Kpnimited m npnmdblng Herod with 
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these instructions, she sent him at this time to make 
such a speech. So he went in after a composed 
manner, to gain credit to what he should say, and 

St somewhat hastily ; and said, that Mariamne 
d given him presents, and persuaded him to give 
him a love-potion ; and when this moved the king, 
he said that this love-potion was a composition that 
she had given him, whose effects he did not know, 
which was the reason of his resolving to give him 
this information, as the safest course he could take, 
both for himself and for the king. When Herod 
heard what he said, and was in an ill disposition 
before, his indignation grew more violent ; and he 
ordered that eunuch of Mariamne, who was most ; 
faithful to her, to be brought to torture about this 
potion, as well knowing it was not possible tliat any 
thing small or great could be done without him ; y 
and when the man was under the utmost agonies^ 
he could say nothing concerning the thing he was 
tortured about, but so far he knew, that Mitf iamne's 
hatred against him was occasioned by somewhat 
that Sohemus had said to her. Now, as he was 
saving this, Herod cried out aloud, and said, that 
Sohemus, who had been at all other times the most 
faithful to him, and to his |povernment, would not 
have betrayed what injunctions he had given him, 
unless he had had a nearer conversation than ordi- 
nary with Mariamne. So he gave orders that So- 
hemus should be seized on and slain immediately ; 
but he allowed his wife to take her trial ; and got 
together those that were most faithful to him, and 
laid an elaborate accusation against her for this 
love-potion and composition, which had been charg* 
ed upon her by way of calumny only. However, 
he kept no temper in what he said, and was in too 
great a passion for judging well about this matter. 
Accordingly, when the court was at length satisfied 
that he was so resolved, they passed the sentence 
of death upon her ; but when the sentence was 
passed upon her, this temper was suggested by 
himself, and by some others of the court, that she 
should not be Uius hastily put to death, but be laid 
in prison in one of the fortresses belonging to Uie 
kii^dom ; but Salome and her party labourad hard 
to have the woman put to death ; and they pre- 
vailed with the king to do so, and advised this out 
of caution, lest the multitude should be tumultuous 
if she were suffered to live ; and thus was Mari- 
amne led to execution. 

6. When Alexandra observed how things went, 
and that there were small hopes that she herself 
should escape the like treatment from Herod, she 
changed her behaviour to quite the reverse of what 
might have been expected from her former bold- 
ness, and this after a very indecent manner ; for 
out of her desire to show how enUrely ignorant she 
was of the crimes Uid against Mariamne, she leap- 
ed out of her phu», and reproached her daughter, 
in the hearing of all the people ; and cried out, 
that she had been an ill woman, and ungrateful to 
her husband, and that her punishment came justly 
upon her for such her insolent behaviour, for that 
she had not made proper returns to him who had 
been their oonunon bene&ctor. And when she 
had for some time acted in this hypocritical man- 
ner, and had been so outrsgeous as to tear her 
hair, this ipdeoent dissembling behaviour, as was 
to be expected, was greatly condemned by the rest 
of the spectators, as it was principally by the poor 
woman who was to suffer ; for at the first she gave 
her not a word, nor was discomposed at her poevish- 
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Dess, and only looked at her, yet did she, out of a 
greatness of soul, discover her concern for her mo- 
ther's offence, and especially for her exposing her- 
self in a manner so unbecoming her : but as for 
herself, she went to her death with an unshaken 
firmness of mind, and without changing the colour 
of her face, and thereby eridently disoovered the 
nobility of her descent to the spectators, even in 
the last moments of her life. 

6. And thus died Mariamne, a woman of an 
excellent character, both for chastity and greatness 
of soul ; but she wanted moderation, and had too 
much of coDtention in her nature, yet had she all 
that can be said in the beauty of her body, and 
her majestic appearance in conversation ; and 
thence arose the greatest part of the occasions why 
she did not prove so agreeable to the king, nor live 
so pleasantly with him as she might otherwise have 
done ; for while she was most indulgently used by 
the king, out of his fondness for her, and did not 
expect that he could do any thing hard to her, she 
took too unbounded a liberty. Moreover, that 
which most afflicted her, was what he had done to 
her relations ; and she ventured to speak of all 
they had suffered by him, and at last greatly pro- 
voked both the king's mother and sister, till they 
became enemies to her ; and even he himself also 
did the same, on whom alone she depended for her 
expectations of escaping the last of punishments. 

7. But when she was once dead, the king's affec- 
tioDs for her were kindled in a more outrageous 
manner than before, whose old passion for her we 
have already described ; for his love to her was 
not of a calm nature, nor such as we usually meet 
with among other husbands ; for at its commence- 
ment it was of an enthusiastic kind ; nor was it, by 
their long cohabitation and free conversation toge- 
ther brought under his power to manage ; but at 
this time his love to Mariamne seemed to seize 
him in such a peculiar manner, as looked like di- 
Tine vengeance upon him for taJdng away her life ; 
for he would frequently call for her, and frequently 
lament for her, in a most indecent manner. More- 
over, he bethought him of every thing he coukl 
make use of to divert his mind from thinldng of 
her, and contrived feasts and assemblies for that 
purpose, but nothing would suffice : he therefore 
laid aside the administration of public affairs, and 
was so far conquered by his passion, that he would 
order his servants to call for Mariamne, as if she 
were still alive, and could still hear them ; and 
when he was in this way, there arose a pestilential 
disease, and carried on the greatest part of the 
multitude, and of his best and most esteemed 
friends, and made all men suspect that this was 
brought UDon them by the anger of God, for the 
injustice that had been done to Mariamne. This 
cureomstance affected the king still more, till at 
length he forced himself to go into desert places, 
and there, under pretence of going a htmting, bit- 
terly afflicted himself ; yet had he not borne his 
gridf there many days before he fell into a most 
dangerous distemper himself ; he had an inflam- 
mation upon him, and a pain in the hinder part of 
his head, joined with madness ; and for the reme- 
dies that were used, they did him no good at all, 
but proved contrary to lus case, and so .at length 
brought him to despair. All the phvsicians also 
that were about himi, partly because the medicines 
they brought for his recovery could not at all con- 
quer the disease, and partly because his diet ocmld 



be no other than what his disease inclined him to^ 
desired him to eat whatever he had a mind to, and 
so left the small hopes they had of his recovery in 
the power of that diet, and committed him to for- 
tune. And thus did his distemper go on, while he 
was at Samaria, now called Sebaste. 

8. Now Alexandra abode at this time at Jemsa- 
lem ; and being informed what condition Herod 
was in, she endeavoured to set poss es s io n of the 
fortified places that were about the city, which 
were two, the one belonging to the city itself, the 
other belonging to the temple ; and those that could 
get them into their hands had the whole nation 
under their power, for without the comand of them 
it was not possible to offer their sacrifices ; and to 
think of leaving off those sacrifices, is to every Jew 
plainly impossible, who are still more ready to lose 
their lives than to leave off that divine worship 
which they have been wont to pay to God. Alex- 
andra> therefore, discoursed with those that had 
the keeping of those strong4iold8, that it was pro- 

EiT for them to deliver the same to her, and to 
erod's sons, lest, upon his death, any other person 
should seize upon the government ; and that upon 
his recovery none could keep them-more safely fot 
him than those of his own family. These words 
were not by them at all taken in good part ; and, 
as they had been in former times faithful [to He- 
rod], they resolved to continue so more tlum ever, 
both because they hated Alexandra, and because 
they thought it a sort of impiety to despair of 
Herod's recovery while he was yet alive, for they 
had been his old fnends ; and one of them, whose 
name was Achiabus, was his eousin-german. ^They 
sent messengers, therefore, to acquaint him with 
Alexandra's design ; so he made no longer delay, 
but gave orders to have her slain ; yet was it with 
difficulty, and after he had endured great pain, that 
he got clear of his distemper. He was still sorely 
afflicted, both in mind and body, and made very 
uneasy, and readier than ever upon all occasions to 
mflict punishment upon those that fell under his 
hand. He also slew the most intimate of his 
friends, Costobarus, and Lysimachns, and Gadias, 
who was also called Antipater ; as also Dositheusi 
and that upon the following occasion. 

9. Costobarus was an Idumean by birth, and one 
of principal dignity among them, and one whose an- 
cestors had been priests to the Koze, whom the Idu- 
means had [formerly] esteemed as aged; but after 
Hyrcanus had made a change in their political gov- 
ernment, and made them receive the Jewish customs 
and law, Herod made Costobarus governor of Idu- 
mea and Gaza, and gave him his sister Salome to 
wife ; and this was upon his slaughter of [his uncle] 
Joseph, who had that government before, as we have 
related already. WImu Costobarus had gotten to 
be BO highly advanced, it pleased him, and was more 
than he hoped for, and he was more apd more puf- 
fed up by his good success, and in a little while he 
exceeded all ^unds, and did not think fit to obey 
what Herod, as their ruler, commanded hun, or that 
the Idumeans should make use of the Jewish cus- 
toms, or be subject to them. He therefore sent to 
Cleopatra, and mformed her that the Idumeans had 
been always under lus progenitors, and that for the 
same reason it was but just that she should desire 
that country for him of Antony, for that he was 
ready to transfer his friendship to her : and this he 
did, not because he was better pleased to be under 
Cleopatra's goremment, but because he thought 
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Ibftt, upon tiM difflinotion of Herod*s potrer, it ir^ald 
aol be diffieaU for him to obtain biinaelf the entire 
govemment over the Idumean8,and some what more 
aiso ; for he railed his hopes still higher, as having 
too small pretenoes, both bj his j^irtTi and by these 
riches which he had gotten by hfis constant atieution 
to filthy lucre ; and aooordingly it was not a small 
ttiatter that be aimed at 80 Cleopatra desired this 
eountry of Antony, bat failed of her purpose. An 
aceeantof this was bronght to Herod, who waa there* 
upon ready to kill Costobarus ; ye^ upon the en- 
trsaties of hie sister and mother, he forgave him, 
and vouchsafed to pardon hhn entirely, thongh he 
•till had a iMpieion of him afterwards for this 
hie attempt 

10. But some time afterward, when Salome hap- 
pened to quarrel with Coetobarusy Ae sent him a 
rill of divorce,* and dissolved her marrage with him, 
though this was not according to the Jewish laws ; 
for with us it is Uwful for a husband to do so; but 
a wife if she departs from her huHband, eannot of 
herself be married to another, unless her former 
husband put her away. However, Salome choee not 
to follow the law of her country, but the law of her 
authority, and so renounced her wedlock ; and told 
her brother Herod, that ahe left her husband out 
of her good-will to hun, because she perceived that 
he, witli Autipater, and Lysimaohus, and Dosttheus, 
were raising a sedition against him : as an evidenee 
whereof ahe alleged tlie ease of the sons of Babaa, 
that they had been by him preserved alive already 
for the hiterval of twelve years, which proved to be 
true. But when Herod thus usexpeetoily heard of 
ity he waa greatly surprised al it, and was tlie more 
surprised, because the rehition appeared mcredible 
to him. As for the fisct reUiing to these sons of 
Babaa, Herod had formerly taken great pains to 
bring them to pouishmeuty as being enemies to his 
government ; but they were now forgotten by bim, 
on account of the length of time [siuoe he had or- 
dered them to be shuu J. Now the cause of his itl- 
wiil and hatred to them arose hesoe : that while 
Antigoous was king, Herod, with his army, besieged 
the city of Jerusalem, where tlie distress and mise- 
rica which the besieged endured were so pressing, 
that tlie greater number of them invited Herod into 
the eity, and ahready pkoed their hopee on him. 
Now, tlie sons of Babaa were of great dignity, and 
had power among the multitode, and were faitliful 
to Atttigonue, and were always raising calumuies 
against Herod, and encouraged the people to pre- 
■erve the govenmient to that royal family which held 
it by inheritance. So these meu acted tlius politi- 
oally, and, as tliey thought, for tlieir own advantage ; 
but when the city was taken, and Herod lud gotten 
the govemnsent into his own hands, and Costobarus 
waa appointed to hinder men from passing out at 
the gatc% and to guard the city, that those eitixens 

• BtM U a plain •sampl* of a Jewlth ladj flvtng a dlvore* to Im» 
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that were gnilry, and of the party opposite to the 
king, might not get out of it^— Costobarus being 
sensible that the sons of Babas were liad in respect 
and htiUtiiur by tlie whole multitode, and supposing 
that tlieir preservation might be of gi^at advantage 
to him ill tne changes of government afterward, he 
set them by themselves, and concealed them in hia 
own farms, uid when tliis thing was suspected, he 
assured Herod upon oath that ne really knew no* 
thing of that matter, and so overcame the snspiciona 
that lay upon hun ; nay, after that, when the king 
had publicly proposed a reward for the diseovery, 
and had put in praotioe all sorts of methods for 
searching out this matter, he would not confess it ; 
but being persuaded that when he had first denied 
it, if the men were found, he should not escape un- 
punished, he was forced to keep them secret, not onl j 
out of his g|Ood-will to them, but out of a neo^ssary 
regard to his own preservatkm also. But when the 
king knew this thing, by his sistsr's information, he 
•eut men to the phiees where he had the intiraatioa 
they were concealed, and ordered both them and 
those that were accused as guilty with them, to be 
slain, insomuch that there were now none at all left 
of the kindred of Hyrcanus ; and the kingdom waa 
entirely in Herod's power, and tliere was nobodj 
remaining of such dignity aa could put a atop to 
what hfi,£d against the Jewish laws. 



V 



* CHAPTER YIIL 

V. / 

HOW^reif MEN OF THB cmZBNS [OF JB&ITBALSX} 
MADB A OONSPIRACY AOAINST HBBOD, FOB THB 
FOBBION FBACriCBS HB HAD INTBODUCBD, WHICH 
WAS A TBANSOBKSSIOlf OF THB LAWS OF THBIB 
COUNTRY. OOMCBRNIIIO THB BUILDIPia OB SBBASTB 
ABD CBSABBA, AMJ> OTHBR BDIFICES OF HBBOll. 

§ 1. Oh this aceount it was that Herod revolted 
from the kws of his country, and corrupted their 
ancient oonstitution, by the introduction of foreign 
practices, which constitution yet ought to have been 
preserved invioUU)le ; by which means we became 
guilty of great wickedness afterwards, while thoea 
religMUS observances which used to lead the mul- 
titude to piety, were bow neglected : for, in the first 
place, he appointed solemn games to be celebrated 
every fifth year, in honour of Ccssar, and built a 
theatre at Jerusalem, as also a very great amphl^ 
theatre in the pUin. Botli of them were indeed 
costly woriu, but opposite to tlie Jewish customs ; 
lor we huve had no such sliows delivered down to 
us as fit to be used or exliibited by us, yet did he 
celebrate tliese games every five years, iu tlie moat 
solemn and splendid manner. He also made pro- 
cUiuation to the neighbouring eountriee^and called 
men together out of every nation. The wrestlers, 
and the rest of those that strove for the priaes in 
such games, were invited out of every land, both bj 
the hopes of the rewards there to be bestowed, and 
by the glory of vietory to be there gained. So the 
principal pei-sons that were the most eminent in 
these sorta of exercises, were gotten together, for 
there were very great rewards for vietory pi^posed, 
not only to tlioee that performed their exereisea 
naked, but to those that played the muaicUna ahio^ 
and were called ThpHfCliei ; and he spared no puna 
to induce all persons, the most kunoua for such ex- 
sr wass^ to eome to this contest for victory. He aiao 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



CHAT. VIII. 



ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 



|»t»po0ed BO small rewards to those who ran for the 
prises in chariot races, when they were drawn by 
two, or three, or four pair of horses. Ke also imi- 
tated every thing, though ever so costly pr magni- 
ficent, in other nations, out of an unbition that he 
might give most public demonstration of his gran- 
deur. Inscriptions also of the great actions of Ce- 
sar, and trophies of those nations which he had 
conquered in his wars, and all made of the purest 
gold and silver, encompassed the theatre itself : nor 
was there any thing that eould be subservient to 
his design, whether it were precious garments, or 
precious stones set in order, which was not also ex- 
posed to sight in these games. He had also made 
a great preparation of wild beastsy and of lions them- 
selves in great abundance, and of such other beasts 
OS were either of uncommon strength, or of such a 
sort as were rarely seen. These were prepared either 
to fight one with an9ther, or that men who were 
condemned to death were to fight #ith them. And 
truly foreigners were greatly surprised and delighted 
at the vastness of the expenses here exhibited, and 
at tlM great dangers tliat were here seen ; but to 
natural Jews this was no better than a dissolution 
of these customs for which they had so great a ve- 
neratioo.* It appeared also no better than aii in- 
Btanee of barefsoed impiety, to throw men to the wild 
beasts, for the affording delight to the spectators, 
and it appeared an instance of no less impiety, to 
ehange their own laws for such foreign exereises, 
but, above alt the resty the trophies gave most dis- 
taste to the Jews ; for as they imagined them to be 
images, included within the armour that hung round 
about them, they were sorely displeased at them, 
because it waa not the custom of their country to 
pay honours to such images. 

2. War was Herod unacquainted with the disturb*- 
anoe they were under ; and, as he thought it un- 
seasonable to use violence with them, so he spake 
to some of them by way of oonsoUtlon ; and in (nder 
to free them from that superstitious fear they were 
under, y^et could not he satisfy them, but they cried 
oat with one accord, out of their great uneasiness 
at the offences they thought he had been guilty of, 
that although they should think of bearing all the 
rest, yet would they never bear images of men in 
their city, meaning the trophies, because this was 
disagreeable to tlw Uws m theur country. Now 
when Herod saw them in such a disorder, and that 
th^ would not easily change their fesolutin unless 

they ' ' ' * " * * 

liimi 
them 

phiea, and asked them, what sort ef things they took 
these trophies to be ; and when tliey cried out that 
they were the images of men, he gave order that 
they should be stripped of these outward ornaments 
which were about them, and showed them the n»- 
ked pieces of wood ; which pieces of wood, now 
without any emaments, became matter of great 
aport and laughter to them, because tliey had be- 
fors alwi^ hui the cmamonts of images themselves 
inderisioa. 
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3. When therefore Herod bad thus got clear o| 
the multitude, and had dissipated the vehemency 
of passion under which they had been, the greatest 
part of the people were disposed to change their eoilr 
duct, and not to be displeased at him an^ longer ; 
bnt BtUl some of them continued in theur displeasure 
against him, for his introduction of new customs^ 
and esteemed the viobition of the hkws of their coun* 
try as likely to be the origm ef rerjr great misohieCi 
to them, so that they deemed it an instsooe ef piety 
rather to haiard themselves [to be p«t to deathJi 
than to seem as if they took no notice of Hered 
who, upon the change he had made in their govern^ 
ment, introduced such customs, and that in a violent 
manner, which they had never been used to before, 
as indeed in pretence a king, but m reali^ one thai 
showed himself an enemy to their whole nation ; on 
which account ten men that were dtiiens [of Jen»- 
salem], conspired together against him, and aware 
to one another to undergo anv dangers in the at- 
tempt, and took daggers with them under their gar- 
ments [for the purpose of killing Herod]. Now 
there was a oertam blind man among tiioBe eenspi^ 
rators who had thus sworn to one another, on account 
of the indignation he had against what he heard to 
have been done ; he wa0 not indeed able to afford 
the rest any assistance in the undertaking, but was 
ready to undergo any suffering with them, if so be 
they should oome to any harm, iasotnueh that he 
became a veiy gteat encourager of the rest of tbo 
undertakers. 

4. When they had taken this resol«ti«n, and that 
by common consent, they went into the theatre, 
hopmg that, m the first pkce, Herod shonld not 
escape them, as they shoula fall on him so unexpect- 
edly ; and supposing, howevw, that if they missed 
him, they should kill a great many of those that 
were about him ; and this resolution tbey took, 
though they should die for it, in order to suggest to 
the lung what iojuries he had done to the multitude 
Theseconspirators therefore,«tandiDg thaa prepared 
beforehand, went about their design with great ak^ 
crity ; but there was one of those spies of Herod theft 
were appointed for sndi purposes, to fish out and 
inform htm of any cons pir acies that should be made 
against him, who found out the whole affahr, and 
told the king of it, as be waa about to* go into the 
theatre. So when he reflected on the hatred which 
he knew the greatest part of the people bore him, 
and on the disturbances that arose upon every occa- 
sion, he thought this plot against nim not to be 
improbable. Accordingly, he retired into his pa- 
lace, and called those tmit were accused of thia con- 
spiracy before him by their several names | and 
as, upon the guards fiUUng upon them, they were 
caught in the very fact, and knew they eould not 
escape, ihey prepared themselves for tiiefr ends 
with all the decency they could, and so as not at ah 
to recede from their resolute behavionr, for they 
showed no shame for what lliey were aboot, nor 
denied it ; but when they were seised, Ihey showea 
their dsggers, and pro fe ss e d, diat the eonspiracjr 
they had sworn to was a holy and a pious action ; 
that what they mtended to do was not for g«n, or 
out of any indulgence to their passions, but prinei 
pally for thoee common evstoms of ihxAt coontiy, 
which all the Jews were obliged to observe, or to 
die for Uiem. This was what these men said, out 
of their undaunted courage in this eonspuraey. So 
they were led awav to execution by the king's guards 
that stood about timn, and patiently underwent all 
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the tormenta inflieted on them till they died. Nor 
was it loDff before that spy who had diaeovered them, 
waa eeized on by aome of the people, oat of the hatred 
they bore to him ; and was not only slain by them, 
but pulled to pieces, limb from limb, and given to 
the dogs. This execution was seen by many of the 
citizens, yet would not one of them discover the doers 
of it, till upon Herod*B making a strict scrutiny after 
them, by bitter and severe tortures, certain women 
that were tortured confessed what they had seen 
don^ ; the authors of which fact were so terribly 
puniahed by the king, that their entire families were 
destroyed for this their rash attempt ; yet did not 
the obstinacy of the people, and the undaunted con- 
stancy they showed in the defence of their laws, make 
Herod any CMier to them, but he still strengthened 
himself after a more secure manner, and resolved 
to enoompass the multitude evexy way, lest such 
innovations should end in an open rebellion. 

5. Since, therefore, he had now the city fortified 
bv the palace in which he lived, and by the tem- 
ple which had a strong fortress by it, called Antonia, 
and was rebuilt by himself, he contrived to make 
Samaria a fortress for himself also against all tlie 
people, and called it Sebaste, supposing that this 
place would be a strong hold against the country, 
not inferior to the former. So he fortified that place, 
which was a day's journey distant from Jerusalem, 
and which would be useful to him in common, to 
keep both the country and the city in awe. He also 
built another fortress for the whole nation : it was 
OtM called Strato's Tower : but was by him named 
Cesarsa. Moreover, he chose out some select horse- 
men, and placed them in the great plain ; and built 
[for Uiom] a phkce in Galilee, called Gaba, with 
HeseboniUs, in Perea ; and these were the places 
which he particularly built, while he always was 
inventing somewhat £srther for his own security, 
and encompassing the whole nation with guards, that 
they might by no means get from under his power, 
nor £sU into tumults, which they did contmually 
upon any small oommotion ; and that if they did 
make any commotions, he might know of it, while 
some of his spies might be upon them from the 
neighbourhood, and might botn be able to know 
what they were attempting, and to prevent it ; and 
when he went about building the wall of Sainaria, 
he contrived to bring thither many of those that 
had been assisting him in his wars, and many of the 
people in that neighbourhood also, whom he made 
fellow citizens with the rest. This he did, out of 
an ambitious desire of building a temple, and out 
of a desire to make the citv more eminent than it 
had been before, but principally because he contri- 
Ted that it might at once be for his own security, 
and a monument of his magnificence. He also 
changed its name, and called it Sebaste. Moreover, 
he parted the adjoining country, which was excel- 
lent in its kind, among the inhabitants of Samaria, 
that they might be in a happy condition, upon their 
first coming to inhabit, Besides all which, he en- 
, oompaased the city with a wall of great strength, 
and made use of the acclivity of the place for making 
its fortifications stronger ; nor was the compass of 
the place made now so small as it had been before, 
bat was such as rendered it not inferior to the most 
lunous cities, for it was twenty furlongs in circum* 
ference. Now within, and about the middle of it, 
he built a sacred pUce, of a furlong and a half [in 
circuit] ,and adorned it with all sorts of decorations, 
and therein erected a temple, which was illustrious, 



on account of both its largeness and beanty ; and as 
to the several parts of the city, he adorned them with 
decorations of all sorts aluo ; and as to what war 
necessary to provide for his own security, he made 
the walls very strong for that purpose, and made it 
for the greatest part a citadel ; and as to the ele- 
gance of the building, it was taken care of aleo, that 
he might leave monuments of the fineness of his 
taste, and of his benefieienoe, to future ages. 



CHAPTER IX. 

OONCKBNINO THB FAMINB THAT HAD HAPPBIIKD IH 
JUDBA AND STBIA ; AND HOW HBBOD, AFTER HB 
HAD MARRIBD ANOTHBB WTFB, REBUILT CBSARKA, 
AND OTHER GRBCIAN CITIES. 

§ 1. Now on this very year, which was the thir- 
teenth year of the reign of Herod, very great cala- 
mities came upon the country ; whether they were 
derived from the anger of Giod, or whether this 
misery returns again naturally in certain periods of 
time ;* for, in the first pUce, there were perpetual 
droughts, and for that reason the ground was bar- 
ren, and did not bring forth the same quantity of 
fruits that it used to produce ; and after this bar- 
renness of the soil, that change of food which the 
want of com occasioned, produced distempers in 
the bodies of men, and a pestilential disease pre- 
vailed, one misery following upon the back of 
another ; and these circumstances, that they were 
destitute both of methods of cure and of food, mad^ 
the pestilential distemper, which began after a vio- 
lent manner, the more lasting. The destruction ai 
men also, after such a manner, deprived those that 
survived of all their courage, because they had no 
way to provide remedies simcient for the distresses 
they were in. When therefora the fruits of that 
year were spoiled, and whatsoever they had laid 
up beforehand was spent, there was no foundation 
of hope for relief remaining, but the misery, con- 
trary to what they expected, still increased upon 
them ; and this, not only on that year, while they 
had nothmg for themselves left [at the end of it j, 
but what weed they had sown perished also, by rea^ 
son of the ground not yielding its fruits on the 
second year.f This distress they were in made 
them also, out of necessity, to eat many things that 
did not use to be eaten : nor was the king himself 
free from this distress any more than other men, 
as being deprived of that tribute he used to have 
from the fruits of the ground ; and having already 
expended what money he had, in his liberality to 
those whose cities he had built ; nor had he any 
people that were worthy of his assistance, since 
this miserable state of thmgs had procured Mm the 

' Han w« hAT« an •mlnait namiil* of th« fangaaft of loMpihst la Ida 
writing to Oentilet, diflbrant from that wkm ho wrula to Jam; !■ hla 
wriiiiic to wboin ha stUl darlvai all meh Judgmanta ftom tha aagn-or 
GtMl ; bat bcoauaa ha knaw many of tiia OanUlaa UKmgSit Ihay mlgha 
njtturallr eoma In eeriain parioda, he oompUaa with tfaam la tha ftiUow* 
log aentanaa. Saa tha note on tha War, {A, xxtML aaet. 1). 

f Th» Cuiiiaa for two jmn that aflbctad Judaa and Syriai, Iha tbiiw 
taantb and fourtaanth y«iur» vt Harod, whleh ara tha twantjr>thlrd aad 
twauty>fuurth jr«an balort tha Ohnatiao mm, aaaana to hava baan mora 
tarribla during thU Uma than waa that in tha daya of Jaeob, 0«n. xfl. 
And what makaa tha eomparlton " 



That now, at wall aa then, 

than from Jaamh tha goramor ot £ 
and now from i'atr *■ '^" 



'atroiiiua the prafeet 

man am p aror . Saa almoat tha liha < 

It la aiao well worth <iur obMrrauen hara, that thaaa twa yean 



moca ranwilabla la thla }_ 
bad waa flram Kgypi 
luBdar Phaiaoh king «r B 
ndar Aacoataa, 
b. u. ebap. 11. 



nndar Aoeoataa, tlwBoL 



Babbatia Taar. aad a yaar of Jubllaa, ft* whiah Provldeaaa. durtos tha 
thaooraay, uaad u> provida a triple erop bafcwhand t bat whleh Itnami 
BOW. whan tha Jawa had forfMiad that UaMliHr. tiia 
fbmliM«othaniaff«rBlnoathadayaorAhab. iKlngi 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Cha: 



ANTIQUITIES OP THE JEWS. 



341 



liilcred of his snbjecta ; for it is a constant rule, 
that mie^ortanes are still laid to the acoonnt of 
those that goTem. 

2. In tliese drenmstances he considered with 
himself how to procure some seasonable help ; bat 
this was a hard thing to be done, while their neigh- 
bours had no food to sell them ; and their money 
also was gone, had it been possible to purchase a 
little food at a great price. However, he thought 
it his best way, by all means, not to leave off his 
endeavours to assbt his people ; so he cut off the 
vidi furniture that was in his palace, both of silver 
and gold, insomuch that he did not spare the finest 
vessels he had, or those that were made with the 
most elaborate skill of the artificers, but sent the 
money to Petronius, who had been nuule prefect 
of Egypt by CsBsar ; and as not a few had already 
fled to nim under their necessities, and as he was 
narticularly a friend to Herod, and desirous- to have 
nil subjects preserved, he gave leave to them, in 
the first place, to export com, and sssisted them 
every way, both in purchasing and exporting the 
same ; so that he was the principal, if not the on! v 
person, who afforded them what help they had. 
And Herod, taking care the people should under- 
stand that this help came from himself, did thereby 
not only remove the ill opinion of those that for- 
merly hated him, but gave them the greatest de- 
monstration possible of his good- will to them, and 
care of them : for, in the first place, as for those 
who were able to provide their own food, he dis- 
tribated to them their portion of com in the exact- 
est manner ; but for those many that were not able, 
either by reason of their old age, or any other in- 
firmity, to provide food for themselves, he made 
this provision for (hem, that the bakers should 
make their bread ready for them. He also took 
care that they might, nnt be hurt by the danger of 
winter, since they were in grcit want of clothing 
also, by reason of the uttei destraction and con- 
sumption of their sheep sua goats, till they had no 
wool to make use of, nor any thing else to cover 
themselves withaL And when he had procured 
these things for his own subjects, he went farther, 
in order to ^. -'Stride necessaries for their neighbours ; 
and gave seed to the Syrians ; which things turned 
greatly to his own advantage also, this charitable 
sssistance being afforded most seasonably to their 
fruitful soil, so that every one had now a plentiful 
provision of food. Upon the whole, when the har- 
vest of the land was approaching, he sent no* fewer 
ihan fifty ttonsand men, whom he had sustained, 
ink) the cooiio-y ; by which means he both repaired 
the afflicted condition of his own kingdom with 
great generosity and diligence, and lightened the 
afflictions of his neighbours, who were under the 
same calamities ; for there was nobody who had 
been in want, that was left destitute of a suitable 
assistance by him ; nay, farther, there were neither 
any people, nor any cities, nor any private men, who 
were to make provision for the multitudes ; and on 
that account were in want of support, and had re- 
course to him, but received what they stood in 
need of, insomuch that it appeared, upon a com- 
pntatk>n, that the number of cori of wheat, of ten 
Attic medimni a-piece, that were given to foreign- 
ttn, amounted to ten thousand ; and the number 
that was given in his own kingdom was fourscore 
thousand. Now it happened that this care of his, 
and this seasonable benefaction, had such influence 
on the Jewsy and was so cried up among other na- 



tions, as to wipe off that old hatred which his vio- 
lation of some of their customs, during his reign,, 
had procured him among all the nation, and that 
this liberality of his assistanoe in this their greatest 
necessity was full satisfaction for all that he had 
done of that nature, as also it procured him great 
fame among foreigners ; and it looked as if thesa 
cahunities that afflicted his land to a degree plainly 
incredible, came in order to raise his glory, and to 
be to his great advantage : for the greatness of his 
liberality in these distresses, which ne now demon- 
strated beyond all expectation, did so change the 
disposition of the multitude towards him, that they 
were ready to suppose he had been from the begin- 
ning not such a one as they had found him to be 
by experience, but such a one as the care he had 
taken of them in supplying their necessities proved 
him now to be. 

3. About this time it was that he sent five hnn- 
dred chosen men out of the guards of his body as 
auxiliaries to Caesar, whom .£Uus Gallus* led to 
the Red Sea, and who were of great service to him 
there. When therefore his affairs were thus im- 
proved, and were again in a flourishing conditbuy 
he built himself a palace in the upper oity, raising 
the rooms to a very great height, and adorning 
them with the most costly furniture of gold» and 
marble seats, and beds ; and these were so large 
that they could contain very many companies of 
men. These apartments were also of distmot mag- 
nitudes, and had particular names given them ; for 
one apartment was callen Csesar's, another Agrip- 
pa's. He also fell in love again, and married ano- 
ther wife, not suffering his reason to hinder him 
from living as he pleased. The occasion of this his 
marriage was as follows : — There was one Simon, a 
citizen of Jerusalem, the son of one Boethus, a 
citizen of Alexandria, and a priest of great note 
there : this man had a daughter, who was esteemed 
the most beautiful woman of that time ; and when 
the people of Jerusalem began to speak much in 
her commendation, it happened that Herod was 
much affected with what was said of her : and 
when he saw the damsel, he was smitten with her 
beauty, yet did he entirely reject the thoughts of 
using liis authority to abuse her ; as believing, what 
was the truth, that by so doing he should be stig- 
matized for violence and tyranny : so he thought 
it best to take the damsel to wife. And while Si- 
mon was of a dignity too inferior to be allied to 
him, but still too considerable to despised, he go- 
verned his inclinations after the most prudent man- 
ner, by augmenting the dignity of the family, and 
making them more honourable ; so he immediately 
deprived Jesus the son of Phabet of the high- 
priesthood, and conferred that dignity on Simon, 
and so joined in i^nity with him [by marrying his 
daughter]. 

4. When this wedding was over, he built another 
citadel in that pUce where he had conquered the 
Jews, when he was driven out of his government, 
and Antigonus enjoyed it This citadel is distant 
from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs. It was 
strong by nature, and fit for such a building. It is 
a sort of moderate hill, raised to a farther height 
by the hand of man, till it was of the shape of a 
woman's breast, It is encompassed with droolar 
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towen, and hatk » ilTaight sieenl up to it, which 
apoeot it oonpoied of steps of polisned stones, in 
namhw two hnndrod. Within it sre royal and 
v&ty rich spartmsntB, of a stnusturs that provided 
both for soeuritj and for bsMty. About the bot- 
tom there are habitations of such a stmetuxe as are 
well worth seeing, both on other aeoounts, and also 
on aeeoont of the water whieh is brooj^t thither 
from a great way off, and at vast expenses ; for the 
idaee itself is destitute of water. The pbin that is 
about this citadel is full of edifices^ not inferior to 
my city in Urgefiess, and having the hill above it 
is the nature of a eastle. 

5. And now, when all Herod's designs had soe- 
oeeded aooordmg to his hopes, he had not the least 
suspicion that any troubles could arise in his king- 
dom, because he kept his people obedient, as wdl 
by the fear they stood in of him, for he was impla- 
oaUe in the infliction of his puniahmenta, as by the 
provideat care he had shown towards them, after 
the most magnanimous manner, when they were 
under their distreases ; but still he took care to 
have extomal security for his government, as a 
Cortress against his subjects ; for the orations he 
made to the cities were very Ane, and full of kind* 
ness ; sad he cultivated a seasonable good under- 
standing with their governors, and bestowed pre- 
•ents on every one of them, inducing them thereby 
to be more friendly to him, and using his magnift- 
esnt disposition so as his kincdom might be better 
■Bcored to him, and this till all his afflurs were 
every way more and more augmented. But then, 
this m sg wifl o en t temper of his, and that submissive 
behaviour and liberality whioh he exercised to- 
wards Gnsar, and the most powerful men of 
Bomej obliged him to transgress the customs of 
his nation, and to set aside many of their laws, by 
building cities after an extravagant manner, and 
irectuig temples,~not m Judea indeed, for that 
would not have been borne, it being forbidden for 
•s to pay any honour to images, or representations 
of anmials, after the manner of the Greeks ; but 
■till he did this in the oountry [properly] out of 
our bounds, and m the cities thereof.* The apo- 
logy which he made to the Jews for these things 
Was this :— That all was done, not out of hk own 
inelinations, but by the commands and injunctions 
of others, in order to please Gnsar and the Romans; 
as though he had not the Jewish customs so much 
In his eye as he had the honour of those Romans, 
while yet be had himself enturely in view all the 
while, and indeed was very ambitious to leave 
great monamente of his government to posterity ; 
Whenee it was that he was so aealous in building 
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such fine cities, and spent such vast sums of money 
upon them. 

6. Now upon his observation of a place near the 
sea, which was very proper for containing a city, 
and was before called Strato's Tower, he set about 
getting a pUn for a maguifioent city there, and 
erected many edifices all over it, «nd this of white 
stone. He also adorned it with most sumptaous 
paUoes, and large edifices for containing the peo- 
ple ; and what was the greatest and most Uboriooa 
work of all, he adorned it with a haven, that was 
always free from the waves of tlie sea. I to large- 
ness was not less than the Pymum [at Athens] ; 
and had towards the city a double station for ships. 
It was of excellent workmanship ; and this was the 
more remarkable for ite being built in & place that 
of itself was not suitable to such noble structures, 
but was to be brought to perfection by materials 
from other places^ and at very great expenses. 
This city is situate in Phoenicia, in the pasttge by 
sea to Egypt, between Joppa and Pora, whi<« are 
lesser maritime cities, and not fit for havens, on 
account of the impetuous south winds that beat ' 
upon them, which, rolling the sands that come from 
the sea against the shores, do not admit of ships 
lying in ttieir station ; but the merchanto are ge- 
nerally there forced to ride at their anchors m the 
sea itself. So Herod endeavoured to rectify this 
inoonvenienoe, and laid out such a compass towards 
the land as might be sufiicient for a haven, wherein 
the great ships might lie in safety ; and thb he 
effected by letting down vast stones of above fifty 
feet in length, not less than eighteen in breadth, 
and nine m depth, mto twenty fathoms deep ; and 
OS some were lesser, so were others bigger, than 
those dimensions. This mole which he built by 
the seaside was two hundred feet wide, the half of 
which was opposed to the current of the waves, so 
as to keep off those waves which were to break 
upon them, and so was called Procymatia, or the 
first breaker of the waves ; but the other h^ had 
upon it a wall, with several towers, the Urgest oft 
which was named Drusns, and was a work of very 
great excellence, lyid had its name from Drusns, the 
son-in-law of Gnsar, who died young. There were 
also a great number of arches, where the marmen 
dwelt : tliere was also before them a quay [or 
landing-place], whieh ran round the entire haven, 
and was a most agreeable walk to such as had n 
mind to that exerdse ; but the entrance or mouth 
of the port was made on the north quarter, on 
which side was the stillest of the winds of all in 
this place : and the basis of the whole cumiit on 
the left hand, as yon enter the port, supported n 
round turret, which was made very strong, in order 
to resist the greatest waves ; whil^^ on the right 
hand, as you enter, stood two vast stones, and 
those each of them larger than the turret, which 
was over-against them : these stood upright, and 
were joined together. Now there were e£fices all 
ak>ng the circular haven, made of the most polished 
stone, with a certain elevation, whereon was erected 
a temple, that was seen a great way off by those 
that were sailing for that liaven, and had in it two 
statues, the one of Rome, the other of CiBsar. The 
city itself was called Cesarea, which was ako itself 
built of fine materials, and was of a fine structure ; 
nay, the very subterranean vaulto and cellars had 
no lose of areliiteetnre bestowed on them than had 
the buildings above ground. Some of these vaulte 
caiTied tbiugs at even distances to the haven and 
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to the sea ; bot one of them rtn obliquely, and 
bound all the rest together, tliat both tlie rain and 
the filth of tlie citizens were together carried off 
with esse, and the lea itself, upon tlie flux of the 
tide from without, came into tlie city, and waslied 
it all clean. Herod also built therein a theatre of 
•tone ; and on the south quarter, behind the port, 
an amphitlieatre also, capable of holding a vast 
number of men, and conveniently situated for a 
prospect to the sea. So tliis eity was thus finished 
m twelve years ;* during which time the king did 
not fail to go OB both with the work, and to pay 
the chai^ges that were necessary. 



CHAPTER X. 

BOW HBROD SSNT HIS SONS TO RONB ; BOW ALSO 
HI WAS ACCUSBO BY ZBN0D0RU8 AND THB OADA- 
REK8, BUT WAS CLBARBD OF WHAT TBBT A0CU8BD 
HIM OF, AND WITHAL GAINKO TO HIMSELF TUB 
GOOD- WILL OF CS9AB. CONCBBMINO THB PHABI- 
SBBS, THB BSSBBS, AND MAMAUBM. 

^ 1. Whbn Herod was engaged in sneh matters, 
and when he had already re-edified Sebaste [Sa- 
maria], he rssolved to send his sobs Alexander and 
AristobuJus to Borne, to enjoy tlie company of 
CiBsar ; who, when iliey came thither, lodged at 
the house of PolUo,t who was very fond of Herod's 
friendship : and they had leave to lodge in CoMar's 
own palaee, for he received these sons of Herod 
with all humanity, and gave Herod leave to give 
his kingdom to which of his sons he pleased ; and, 
besides all this, he bestowed on him Trachon, and 
Batanea, and Auranitis, which he gave him on the 
ooeasion fullowine: — One Zenodorus:^ had hired 
what was called the house of Lysanias, who, as he 
was not satisfied witli his revenues, became a part- 
ner with the robbers that inhabited the Trachon ites, 
and BO procured him a larger income ; for the in« 
habitants <^ those places lived in a mad way, and 
pillaged the country of the Damascenes, while 




to Varro, who was the president [of Syria], and 
entreated him to write to Caasar about tliis injusUoe 
of Zenodorus. When these matters were laid be- 
fore Cfssar, he wrote back to Varro to destroy 
those nests of robbers, and give the land to Herod, 
that by his can the neighbouring countries might 
be no longer disturbed with these doings of Uie 
Trachonitssy for it was not an easy thing to restrain 
them, since this way of robbery bad been their 
Hsoal f ractioe, and they had no otlier way to get 
their Uving, becanse they had neither any eity of 
their own, nor lands in theur poaseMou, but only 
•ome xeceptaoles and dens in the eartli, and tliero 
they and tlieir cattle lived in common together : 
however, they had made contrivances to get pools 
of water, and laid up com in granariss for them- 

•OMUwbthv bm»tdtob«Nb«IH udadWMS la twMw jmn, 
ami mxm ufurwid* la tm jmn (AnUq. b. xri. «h. t. smC 1), then 
nMib«aint<Uk» Inenaor Ui« placM am to Um iru* Dumtari bulla 
wktah «rth»Ni, a >• karl pmliif«ly I* 4«»pnnla«. 

I Tbta FMUa, with whom Herods aoni llv«d at Boinc. »m aot Pottlo 
Om PhwiM, fAiMdy numtlenad bj 4««phu, Irti^ ••«. I|, awl aeUa 

mt taaM auM la dUabOk aad thai about tbto T«rr eoantry* and about 
Ods voT ttrno utoo» tbat 1 think Dr. Hotem bMdly 
»fwSiVc «»btaaMnUaallM tbM lb»7 ww« tho M 



selves, and wero able to make great resistance, by 
iasuiog out on the sudden sninat any tluit attacked 
tliem ; for tlie entrances of Uieir caves wero narrow, 
in which but one could come in at a time, and tlie 
places within incredibly large, and made very 
wide ; bot tlie ground over tlieir habitations was 
not very high, but rather on a pbun, while tlie rocks 
are altogether hard and difficult to be entered upon, 
unless any one gets into tlie plain road by the 
guidance of another, for tliese roads aro not straight^ 
but have several rovolutions. But when tliese men 
are hindered from tlieir wicked proying upon their 
neighbours, theur custom is to proy one upon ano- 
ther, insomuch tliat no sort of injustice comes 
amiss to them. But when Herod had received this 
grant from Csesar, and was come into tliis country, 
he procurod skilful guides, end put a stop to their 
wicked robberies, and prooired peace and quietness 
to tlie neighbouring people. 

2. Heroupon Zenodorus was grieved, in the fiml 
place, because his principality was taken away from 
him, and still moro so, because he envied Uerody 
who had gotten it ; so he went up to Rome to ao- 
cuie him, but returned back again without success. 
Now Agrippa was [about this time] sent to succeed 
Csesar in the government of tlie countries beyond 
the Ionian Sea, upon whom Herod lighted when he 
wauB wintering about Mitylene, for he had been his 
particular friend and companion, and then rotumed 
into Judea again. However, some of tlie Gadarens 
came to Agrippa, and accuBed Herod, whom lio 
sent back Iwund to the king, without giving them 
the hearing: but still the Arabians, who of old 
baro ill-will to Herod's government, wero nettled^ 
and at that time attempted to raise a sedition in his 
dominions, and, as they thought, upon a moro justi* 
fiable occssion ; for Zenodorus, despairing already 
of success as to his own affairs, provented [his 
enemies], by selling to those Arabians a part of his 
principality, called Auranitis, for the value of fif^ 
talents ; but as this was ineluded in tlie donations 
of Ciesar, they contested the point with Herod, as 
unjustly deprived of what they liad bought Some- 
times they did this by mskmg incnrsions upon lum» 
and sometimes byattsropting force against him| 
and sometimes by going to Uw with lum. More« 
over they persuaded the poorer soldiers to help 
them, and wero troublesome to him, out of a con- 
stant hope tliat they should reduoe the people to 
nuse a sedition ; in which designs thoss that aro in 
the most miserable circumstances of life aro still 
the most esinest ; and although Herod had been a 
great while apprized of these attempts, vet did not 
he indulge aiiv severity to them, but by rationsl 
metliods auned to mitigate things, ss not willing to 
give any handle for tumult. 

3. Now when Herod bad afaready reigned seven- 
teen years, Caesar csme into Syria ; at which time 
tlie greatest part of the inhabitsnts of Gadara da- 
mourod against Herod, as one that was heavy m 
his injunctions, and tyrannical. These nproachss 
tliey mainly ventured upon by the encouragement 
of Zenodonia, who took his oath that he woold 
never leave Herod till he had procnrod that they 
should be severed from Herod's kingdom, and 
joined to CsBsar's province. The Gaduens wero 
induced heroby, and made no small cry agslnst 
him ; and tliat the men boldly, because those that 
had been delivered up by Agrippa wero not poniah- 
ed by Herod, who let them go, and did them no 
harm ; for indeed he was the principal nuiu in the 
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world who appeared almost inexorable in poniahing 
crimes in nis own family ; but veiy generous in 
remitting the offences that were committed else- 
where. And while they accused Herod of injories 
and plonderings, and subversion of temples, he 
stood unconcerned, and was ready to make his de- 
fence. However, Cnsar gave him his right band, 
and remitted nothing of his kindness to him, upon 
this disturbance of the multitude ; and indeed these 
things were alleged the first day, but the hearing 
proceeded no farther ; for as the Gadarena saw the 
uclination of Caesar and of his assessors, and ex- 
pected, as they had reason to do, that they should 
be delivered up to the king, some of them, out of a 
dread of the torments they might undergo, cut their 
own throats in the night-time, and some of them 
threw themselves down precipices, and others of 
them cast themselves into the river, and destroyed 
themselves of their own accord ; which accidents 
seemed a sufl^ient condemnation of the rashness 
and crimes they had been guilty of ; whereupon 
CeBsar made no longer delay, but cleared Herod 
from the crimes he was accused of. Another 
happy accident there was, which was a farther 
ffreat advantase to Herod at this time ; for Zeno- 
dorua'a belly burst, and a great quantity of blood 
issued from him in his sickness, and he thereby 
departed this Kfe at Antioch in Syria ; so CsBsar 
bestowed his country, which was no small one, upon 
Herod ; it lay between Trichon and Galilee, and 
contained Ulatba, and Paneas, and the country 
round about He also made him one of the procu- 
rators of Syria, and commanded that the^ should 
do every thing with his approbation ; and, in short, 
he arrived at that pitch of felicity, that whereas 
there were but two men that governed the vast 
Roman empire, first Qesar and then Agrippa, who 
was his principal favourite, Gnaar preferred no one 
to Herod besides Agrippa ; and Agripj^ made no 
one his greater friend than Herod beside Oesar ; 
and when he had acquired such freedom, he begged 
of CsBsar a tetrarchy* for his brother Pheroras, 
while he did himself beatow upon him a revenue of 
a hundred talents out of his own kingdom, that in 
case he came to any harm himself, his brother 
might be in safety, and that his sons might not have 
dominion over him. So when he had conducted 
Ceeaar to the sea, and was returned home, he built 
him a most beautiful temple, of the whitest stone 
in Zenodorus'a country, near the place called Pa- 
nium. This is a very fine cave in a mountain, 
mider whidi there is a great cavity in the earth, 
and the cavern is abrupt, and prodigiously deep, 
and full of a still water ; over it lungs a vast 
mountain ; and under the caverns arise the springs 
of the river Jordan. Herod adorned this place, 
which was alneady a very remarkable one, still 
farther by the erection of this temple, which he 
dedicated to Cnsar. 

4. At which time Herod released to his subjects 
the third part of thefr taxes, under pretence indeed 
of relieving them after the dearth they had had ; 
but the main reason was, to recover their goodwill, 
which he now wanted ; for they were uneasy at 
hinnj because of the innovationa he had introduced 
their practioea of the diaaolution of their reli- 
n, and of the disuse of their own customs, and 
the people everywhere talked against him, like 

• A MiwrcAy prapwlj and origliially dMotad tha ftmrth pwt of an 
«BUr« Uagdotu or OBuntrj, and a Utrarek on* ihat wa« jular of tneh a 
*onnh |«rt, which always tanpliaa toniawbat last aztent «t domlnUm 
•■d iwwartlMa bdonc «• a klBfdook and to a king. 



those that were still more provoked and disturbed 
at his procedure ; against which discontents h« 
greatiy guarded himself, and took away the oppor- 
tunities they might have to disturb him, and en* 
joined tliem to be always at work ; nor did he per* 
mit the citizens either to meet together, or to walk^ 
or eat together, but watched every thing they did, 
and when any were caught, they were severely 
punished ; and many there were who were brought 
to the citadel Hyrcania, both openly and secretly, 
and were there put to death ; and there were spies 
set everywhere, both in the city and in the roads, 
who watched those that met together ; nay, it ia 
reported that he did not himself neglect this part 
of caution, but that he would oftentimes himself 
take the habit of a private man, and mix among the 
multitude, in the night-time, and make trial what 
opinion they had of his government ; and as for 
those that could be no way reduced to acquiesce 
under his scheme of government, he persecuted 
them all manner of ways ; but for the rest of the 
multitude, he required that they should be obliged 
to take an oath of fidelity to him, and at the aame " 
time compelled them to swear that they would bear 
him good-will, and continue certainly so to do, in 
his management of the government ; and indeed a 
ereat part of them, either to please him, or out of 
fear of him, yielded to what he required of them ; 
but for such as were of a more open and generous 
disposition, and had indignation at the force he used 
to them, he by one means or other made away wiUi 
them. He endeavoured also to persuade PoUio the 
Pharisee, and Sameas, and the greatest part of 
their scholars, to take the oath ; but these would 
neither submit so to do, nor were they punished ' 
together with the rest, out of the reverence he bore 
to Pollio. The Essens also, as we call a sect of 
oura, were excused from this imposition. These 
men live the same kind of life as do those whom 
the Greeks call Pythagoreans ; concerning whom 
I shall discourse more fully elsewhere. However, 
it is but fit to set down here the reasons wherefore 
Herod had these Essens in such honour, and 
thought higher of them than their mortal nature 
required : nor will this account be unsuitable to tlie. 
nature of this history, as it wiU show the opinion 
men had of these Essens. 

5. Now there was one of these Essens, whose 
name was Manahem, who had this testimony, that* 
he not only conducted his life after an excellent 
manner, but had the foreknowledge of future 
events given him by Grod also. Tms man once 
saw Herod when he was a child, and going to 
school, and saluted him as king of the Jews ; but 
he, thinking that either he did not know him, or 
that he was in jest, put him m mind that he was 
but a private man ; but Manahem smiled to him- 
self, aiid clapped him on his backside with his hand, 
and said, ^ However that be, thou wilt be king, 
and wilt begin thy reign happily, for (Sod finds thee 
worthy of it ; and do thou remember the blows 
that Manahem hath given thee, as beingr a signal 
of the change of thy fortune ; and truly this will be 
the best reasoning for thee, that thou love justice 
[towards men], and piety towards God, and cle- 
mency towards ihy citizens ; yet do I know how 
thy whole conduct will be, that thou wilt not be 
such a one, for thou wilt excel all men in happiness, 
and obtain an everlasting reputation, but wilt for- 
get piety and righteousness ; and these crimes will 
not be concealed from God at the conclusion of tby 
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Vfey when thou wilt find that he will be mindful of 
them, and pnnish thee for them." Now at that 
time Herod did not at all attend to what Manahem 
said, as having no hopes of such advancement ; but 
a little afterward, when he was so fortunate as to 
be advanced to the dignity of king, and was in the 
height of his dominion, he 'sent for Manahem, and 
asked him how long he should reign. Manahem 
did not tell liim the full leogth of his reign ; where- 
fore, upon that silence of his, he asked him farther, 
whether he should reign ten years or not t He 
replied, ** Yes, twenty, nay, thirty years ;" but did 
noi assign the just determinate limit of his reign. 
Herod was satisfied with these replies, and gave 
Manahem his hand, and dismissed him, and from 
that time he continued to honour all Uie Essens. 
We have thought it proper to relate these facts to 
our readers, how strange soever they be, and to 
declare what hath happened among us, because 
many of these Essens have, by their excellent vir- 
tue, been thought worthy of this knowledge of 
divine revelations. 



CHAPTER XI. 

HOW HSBOD BBBUILT THB TEMPLE, AND BAI8EO IT 
HIGHER, AMD MADE IT MORE MAGNIFICENT THAN 
IT WAS BEFORE ; AND ALSO CONCERNING THAT 
TOWBB WHICH HE CiLLED AKIONIA. 

§ 1. And now Herod, in the eighteenth year of 
his reign, and after the acts already mentioned, 
ondertook a very great work, that is, to build 
of himself the temple of God,* and make it hurger 
in compassy and to raise it to a most magnificent 
altitude, as esteeming it to be the most glorious 
of all his actions, as it really was, to bring it to 
perfection, and this would be sufficient for an 
everlasting memorial of hun ; but as he knew the 
multitude were not ready nor willing to assist him 
in so vast a design, he thought to prepare them 
first by making a speech to them, and then set 
about the work itself; so he called them together, 
and spake thus to them :— '< I think I need not 
speak to you, my countrymen, about such other 
works as I have done since I came to the kingdom, 
although I may say they have been performed in 
such a manner as to bring more security to you 
than glory to myself ; for I have neither been neg- 
ligent in the most difficult times about what tended 
to ease your necessities, nor have tlie buildings I 
have made been so proper to preserve me as your- 
selves from injuries ; and 1 imagine that, with 
God's assistance, I have advanced the nation of the 
Jews to a degree of happiness which they never 
bad befoxe ; and for the particular edifices belong- 
ing to your own country, and to your own cities, 
as also to those cities that we have lately acquired, 
wh'ch we have erected and greatly adorned, and 
thereby augmented the dignity of your nation, it 
4eems to me a needless task to enumerate them to 
you, since yon well know them youzselves ; but as 

* W« may bm ob-irTi^ Uiat the fluMgr «f th* roodnv J*v% in calling 
drii UiiipW, which «M nally th« third of their temples, the Moood 
luapla, Ibllowaa aw long tqr later Chrtctluu, Mcms to be without luiy 
•oUd foondation. The reuon why the Christlaiu hn« follow the Jews 
U, bcCMM of the propheey of Ha«d (li. 8, B), which the/ npoand of 
the Motaiah'soumiDg tu tho McaadoT Z««ob«bcl't tnnplo, of which they 
Mppow this of Hcfud to be only a coottnuation, which la meant, I 
think, of his oomiof to the fourth and last temple, or to that future, 
laiiest, and moet glortuus one, deeeribcd by Eiekiel i whenos I take the 
tooMT Dotlcfi, how teaetal sostsr, to b« a gnmt mistaks. See Ut. 
Aasomp. of Fraph. p. 14. 



to that undertaking which I have a mind to set 
about at present, and which will be a work of the 
greatest piety and excellence that can possibly be 
undertaken by us, I will now declare it to you. 
Our fathers, indeed, when they were returned from 
Babylon, built this temple to God Almighty, yet 
does it want sixty cubits of its largeness in altitude ; 
for so much did that first temple which Solomon 
built exceed this temple : nor let any one condemn 
our fathers for their negligence or want of piety 
herein, for it was not theur fault that the temple 
was no hieher ; for they were Cyrus, and Danus 
the son of Hystaspes, who determined the measures 
for its rebuilding ; and it hath been by reason of 
the subjection of those fathers of ours to them and 
to their posterity, and after them to the Macedo- 
nians, that they had not the opportunity to follow 
the original model of this pious edifice, nor could 
raise it to its ancient altitude ; but since I am now, 
by God's will, your governor, and I have had peace 
a long time, and have gained great riches and large 
revenues, and, what is the principal thing of all, I 
am at amity with and well regarded by the Ro- 
taans, who, if I may so say, are the rulers of the^ 
whole world, I will do my endeavour to correct 
that imperfection, which hath arisen from the ne- 
cessity of our affairs, and the slavery we have been 
under formerly, and to make a thankful return, 
after the most pious manner to God, for what 
blessings I have received from him, by giving me 
this kingdom, and that by rendering his temple as 
complete as I am able." 

2. And this was the speech which Herod made 
to them : but still this speech affrighted many of 
the people, as being unexpected by them, and be- 
cause it seemed incredible, it did not encourage 
them, for they were afraid that he would pull down 
the whole edifice, and not be able to bring his in- 
tentions to perfection for its rebuilding ; and this 
danger appeared to them to be very great, and the 
vastness of the undertaking to be such as could 
hardly be accomplished. But while thev were in 
this disposition, tlie king encouraged them, and 
told them he would not pull down Uieir temple till 
all things were gotten ready for building it up 
entirely aeain. And as he promised them this 
beforehand, so he did not break his word with 
them, but got ready a thousand waggons, that were 
to bring stones for the building, and chose out ten 
thousand of tlie most skilful workmen, and bought 
a thousand sacerdotal garments for the priests, and 
had some of them taught the arts of stonecutters, 
and others of carpenters, and then began to build ; 
but this not till every thing was well prepared for< 
the work. 

2. So Herod took away the old foundations, and 
hud others, and erected the temple upon them, 
being in length a hundred cubits, and in height 
twenty additional cubits, which [twenty], upon the 
sinking of their foundations,t fell down : and 

f Soms of our modern stodento la arehlteoturs have made a rtmnfa. 
blunder here, when they Imacine that Joeephus afllnns tlie anttre foun- 
dation of th« t«mpis or holy Doose »unk down into the roeky mouniaia 
on which it etood, no lees than twenty euliils, whereas lie is clear Uwt 
they were tlie foundatkjaa of the additional twenty mbtts only aborc 
the hundnd (made perhap« weak on uurpoee, and only for show and 
madcar), that sunk or Ml down, asJ>r. Hudson rightly undcntands 
him t nor ia the thing iUelf pomible in the other sense. Agrlppal pre- 
paration ISor building the inner parts of the tsmpis twenty cubits higii«r 
(Hiftory of tho War, b. v. eh. i. leet. A), must in all nrobabiUtjr relt-r to 
this matter, cinee JoMphu* says here, that this whicn had fkllui down. 
was designed to be raised up again uudcr Nero, under whom Agrlpra 
made that preparation. But what Joeephus says presently, that iMo. 
mon was the first king of the Jews, f^pean by the paralM pUee, An.i«|. 
b. ax. eh. ix. sect. 7, and other plaMs, to be meant only the first uf 
l^avU-s pottarity. and the first buUdar of tb« temj^. 
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this part it was that we resoWed to raise again 
in the dajrs of Nero. Now tlie temple was built of 
atones that were white and strong, and each of 
their lengtli was twenty-five cubitc^ tlieir height 
was eight, and their breadth about tweWe ; and 
the whole structure, as also tlie structure of the 
royal cloister, was on each side much lower, but 
the middle was much higher, till tliey were visible 
to those that dwelt in the country for a great many 
furlongs^ but chiefly to such as lived over-against 
them and those that approached to them. The 
tsmple had doors aleo at the entrance, and lintels 
over them, of tlie same height with the temple 
itself. They were adorned with embroidered veils, 
with their flowers of purple, and pillars interwoven : 
and over these, but under tlie crown-work, was 
'spread out a golden vine, with its branches banging 
down from a great height, Uie largeness and fine 
workmansiiip of which was a surprising sight to 
the spectators, to see what vast materials there 
were, and with what great skill the workmansiiip 
was done. He also encompassed the entire temple 
with very krge cloisters, contriving tliem to be in 
»due proportion thereto ; and he laid out larger 
■nms of money upon them than had been done be- 
fore him, till it seemed that no one else had so 
greatly adorned the temple as he liad done. There 
was a large wall to both the cloisters ; which wall 
was itself the most prodigious work that was ever 
heard of by man. The hill was a rocky ascent, 
that declined by degrees towards the east parts of 
the city, till it came to an elevated level. This 
hill it was which Solomon, who was the first of our 
Jungs, by divine revelation, encompassed with a 
wall ; it was of excellent workmanship upwards, and 
round the top of it. He also built a wall below, 
beginning at the bottom, which was encompassed 
by a deep valley ; and at the south side he laid 
rocks together, and bound them one to anotlier 
with lead, and included some of the inner parts, 
till it proceeded to a great height, and till botn the 
Urgeness of the square edifice and its altitude were 
immense, and till the vastness of the stones in tlie 
front were plainly visible on the outside, yet so 
that the inward parts were fastened with iron, and 
preserved the joints immoveable for all future 
times. When this work [for the foundation] was 
done in this manner, and joined together as a part 
of the hill itself to the veiy top of it, he wrought it 
all into one outward surface, and filled up the hol- 
low places which were about the wall, and made it 
a level on the external upper surface, and a smooth 
level also. This hill was walled all round, and in 
eompasa four fhrlongs, [tlie distance of] each anele 
oontaining in length a furlong : but within this 
wall, and on the very top of all, there ran another 
wall of stone also, having, on the east quarter, a 
doable cloister, of the same length with tlie wall ; 
in the midst of which was tlie temple itself. This 
eloister looked to the gates of the temple ; and it 
had been adorned by many kings in former times ; 
and round about the entire temple were fixed the 
spoils taken from barbsxous nations ; all tliese had 
Iwen dedicated to the temple by Herod, with the 
addition of these he had taken from the Arabians. 

4. Now on the north side [of tlie temple] was 
built a citadel, whose walk were square, and strong, 
and of extraordinary firmness. This eitadel was 
built by the kings of the Asamonean race, who 
were sJso high-priests before Herod, and tliey 
ealled it the Tower^ in which were reposired tlie 



vestments of the hij^h- priest, which the high-pnest 
only put on at tlie time when he was to offer sacri • 
fice. These vestments king Herod kept in that 
place; and after his deatli they were under tlio 
power of the Romans, until the time of Tiberius 
CiBsar ; under whose reign Vitellius, the president 
of Syria, when he once came to Jerusalem, and had 
been most magnificently received by the multitude, 
he had a mind to make them some requital for the 
kindness they had shown him ; so, upon their peti- 
tion to have those holy vestments in their own 
power, he wrote about them to Tiberius Ccssar* 
who granted his request : and this their power 
over Sie sacerdotal vestments continued with the 
Jews till the death of king Agrippa ; but after 
that, Gaasius Longinus, who was president of Syria, 
and Cuspius Fadus, who was procurator of Judea, 
enjoined tlie Jews to reposit tliose vestments in the 
tower of An tenia, for tliat they ought to have them 
in tlieur power, as they formerly had. However, 
the Jews sent ambassadors to Chuxdius Cnsar, to 
intercede with him for them ; upon whose coming, 
king Agrippa, junior, being then at Rome, asked 
for and obtained the power over them from the 
emperor; who gave command to Vitellius, who 
was then commander in Syria, to give them it ac- 
cordingly. Before that time tliey wero kept under 
the seal of the hieh-priest, and of the treasurers 
of the temple ; wliich treasurers, the day before a 
festival, went up to the Roman captain of the tem- 
ple-guuxls, and viewed their own seal, and received 
the vestments ; and agam when the festival was 
over, they brought it to the same place, and showed 
the captain of tiie templo-guards their seal, which 
corresponded with his seal, and reposited them 
there. And that these things were so, the afflic- 
tions that happened to us afterward [about them] 
aro sufficient evidence : but for the tower itself, 
when Herod the king of the Jews had fortified it 
moro firmly than before, in order to secure and 
guard the temple, he gratified Antonins, who was 
his friend, and the Roman ruler, and then gave it 
the name of the Tower of Antonia. 

A. Now, in the western quarter of the endoeures 
of the temple there were four gates ; the first led 
to the king's palace, and went to a passage over 
the intermediate vaUey ; two more led to the sub- 
urbs of the city ; and the last led to the other city, 
where the road descended down into the valley by 
a great number of steps, and thence up again b/ 
tlie ascent ; for the city lay over-against tlie tem- 
ple in the manner of a theatre, and was enoom- 
passed with a deep valley along the entire south 
quarter ; but the fourth front of the temple, which 
was southward, had indeed itself gates in its mid- 
dle, as also it had the royal ck>isters, with throe 
walks, which reached m length from the east valley 
unto that on the west, for it was impossible it 
should reach any farther : and this cloister deserves 
to be mentioned better than any other under the 
sun ; for while the valley was very deep, and its 
bottom could not be seen, if you looked from above 
into the depth, this fuiher vastly hij^h elevation of 
the cloister stood upon that height, insomuch that 
if any one looked down from the top of the battle- 
ments, or down both tliose altitudes, he would be 
giddy, while his sight could not reach to such an 
immense depth. This cloister had pillan that 
stood in four rows one over-against the other all 
along, for the fourth row was interwoven into the 
wall, which [also was built of stone] ; jmd the 
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thickness of eftch pillar was sach, that three men 
might, with their arms extended, fatliom it round, 
and join their hands again, while its length was 
twentyoseven feet, with a double spiral at its basis ; 
■od the number of all the pillan [in tliat eourt] 
was an hundred and sixty- two* Their chapiters 
were made with sculptures after the Coi-intliian 
order, and caused an amazement [to the spectators], 
by reason of the grandeur of the whole. These 
four rows of pillars included tliree intervals for 
walking in the middle of tliis cloister ; two of whicli 
walks were made parallel to each other, and were 
contriTed after the same manner ; the breadth of 
•aeh of them was thirty feet, the length was a fur- 
long, and the height fifty feet : but the breadth of 
the middle part of the cloister was one and a half 
of tlie other, and die height was double, for it was I 
much higher than tltoae ou each side ; but the roofs 
were adorned witli deep sculptures in wood, repre- 
Mnting many sorts of figures : the middle was 
much higher than the resty and the wall of the 
front was adorned witii beams, resting upon pillars, 
that were interwoven into it, and that front was all 
of polished stone, insomuch that its fineneiss, to 
■ttcn as had not seen it, was incredible, and to such 
as liad seen it, was greatly amazing. Thus was 
the first enekMore. In the midst of which, and 
not far from it, was the second, to be gooe up to 
by a few steps : this was encompassed by a stone 
wall for a partition, with an inscription, which for- 
bade any fonigner to go in under pain of death. 
Now this inner inelosure had on its southern and 
northern quarters three gates [equally] distant 
from one another ; but on the east quarter, towards 
the sun-rising, there was one large gate through 
which such as were pure came in, together with 
their wiyes ; but the temple farther inward in that 
oitd was not allowed to the women ; bat still more 
inward was there a thixd [court of th*] temple. 



whereinto it was not lawful for any but the prieets 
alone to enter. The temple itself was within this ; 
and before that temple was tlie altar, upon which 
we offer our sacrifices and burnt-offerings to God. 
Into none of tliese three did king Herod enter,* for 
he was forbidden, because he was not a priest. 
However, he took care of the cloisters and tlie outer 
enclosures ; and these he built in eight years. 

6. But the temple itself was built by the priests 
in a year and six months, — upon which all the 
people were full of joy ; and presently they re- 
returned thanks, in the first pkioe, to God ; and in 
the next plaoe, for the alacrity the king had shown. 
They feasted and celebrated this rebuilding of the 
temple : and for the king, he sacrificed three hun- 
dred oxen to God ; as did the rest, every one ae- 
oording to his ability : tlie number of which sacri- 
fices is not possible to set down ; for it cannot be 
tliat we should truly relate it ; for at the same 
time with this celebration for Uie work about the 
temple, fell also the day of tlie kuig's inauguratioD, 
which he kept of an old custom as a festival, and 
it now coincided with the otlier ; which coinoideiiee 
of tliem botli made the festival most lUnstrious. 

7. There waa also an occult passage built for 
the king : it led from Antonia to the inner temple, 
at its eastern gate ; over which also he erected for 
himself a tower, that he might have the opportu- 
nity of a subterraneous ascent to the temple, in 
order to guard agamat any sedition which migjht 
be made by the neopie against tlieir hugs. It ia 
also reported,t that during the time tliat the tem- 
ple was building, it did not rain in the day-time, 
but that the showers fell m the nights, so that the 
work waa not hindered. And this our fathers 
have delivered to us ; nor is it incredible, if any 
have regard to the manifestations of God. And 
thus was perfonnod the work of the rebuilding of 
the temple. 



BOOK XVI. 

CORTAIIIIMO THB IlfTBRVAI. OV TWKLVB fBABS. 

FBOK THE FINISHINQ OF THE TEMPLE BT HEROD TO THE DEATH OF ALEXANDER 

AND ARISTOBULUS. 



CHAPTER L 

a LMM •» HIBOD'a ABOUT TBlKVia. SALOMB ANB 
PHBBOBAS OALUMKIATB AX.BZANOK& AND ABiaTO- 
BOLOa, VPON T8BIB BBTUIUI VBOM BOMB, VOB 
WHOM IIBBlOB TBT PBOVIOBS WlVBS. 

I 1. As kipg Herod was very aealous in the admi- 
BisCmAiaa U his entire government, and desirous to 
Mil a stop to partieohur acU of injustice which were 
done by criminals about the city and country, he 
BBade a Uw, no way like onr original laws, and 
whieb he enacted himself, to expose hoosebreakers 
to be ejected out of his kingdom ; which punishment 
waa not only gricTcous to be borne by the offend- 



en, bnt contained m it a dissolution of the enatoms 
of our forefathers ; for this sUvery to foreignen-, 

• - Into BOM of Umm thrM did king Hand Mitar," C «. 1, Hoi intt» 
tiM eeuri of Um priMU t t, Nor Into th« holy houM Ilnir; •. Nor inio 
tho wiMnUe plact bohwgtnf to tht alcar, M Um word* MIoatns liMDly I 
for non« bat prloota, or tholr atlondanu Um LovIIm, mlglil eome Into 
Sm Antlq. b. sTi.eh. It. mcc «, wlion Horod gom Into 



for 

•nyof _« -,,- -^. — , „ 

Um tomplo, and makoa a •poocb In it to Um peoplo : but that ooald only 

b« Into the court of lamel, whither tho pooplt comld oome to hoar htm. 

f Tbia traditioa whhdk JoMpha* horo montiona, aa dcllTorod down 



from (ktlMin lo tholr ehlldron, of thit partlmlar remarkablo eireun- 
•tanoo nUUng to the baildloa oT Herod's templo, ia a domomtiatkin 
ita bttUding waa a biown thii* in Judaa at thia tlroo. He 



waa bom but farty-ais yean after it ia ralatod to bavo boen flni»h«a, 
and rotgbt htmaolf havo aoen and spoken with aenio of tho buildcra 
Uwnueivct, and with a grant aunber of those who had acen iu building. 
Tbo doubt, tharelbre, atwut th« truth of this hlatury of tho pulling down 
and fvbttlldlng this lampio by Herod, which aomo weak pcopla havo 
indu^Ml, WM not than mneh greater than it soon may bo, wbcthor or 
not St. Panl's cLurch in London wa^i burnt down la tho Are U London. 
▲. a. lass. and rsbaiJt by btr Ohxlstoiihsr Wren a lltUo afterward. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



348 



ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 



BOOKZYI. 



•nd Buch as did not live after the manner of Jews, 
Mid this neceaaity that they were under to do what- 
soever snch men shoald command, waa an offence 
against our religious settlement, rather than a pun- 
iwment to such as were found to have offended, such 
a punishment being avoided in our original laws ; 
for those laws ordain, that the thief sl^l restore 
fourfold ; and that if he have not so much, he shall 
be sold indeed, but not to foreigners, nor so that he 
be under perpetual slavery, for he must have been 
released after six years. But this law, thus enacted 
in order to introduce asevere and illegal punishment, 
seemed to be a piece of insolence of Herod, when 
he did not act as a king but as a tyrant, and thus 
contemptuously and without any regard to his sub- 
jects, did he venture to introduce such a punish- 
ment Now this penalty thus brough t into practice, 
was like Herod's other actions, and became a part 
of his accusation, and an ^ occasion of the hatred he 
lay under. 

2. Now at this time it was that he sailed to Italy, 
as very desirous to meet with Ceeeary and to see his 
sons who lived at Rome : and Cnsar was not only 
Tery obliging to him in other respects, but delivered 
bim his sons again, that he might take them home 
with him, as having afaready completed themselves 
in the sciences ; but as soon as the young men were 
come from Italy, the multitude were very desirous 
to see them, and they became conspicuous among 
them all, as adorned with great blessings of fortune, 
and having the countenances of persons of i^yai 
dignity. So they soon appeared to be the objects of 
envy to Salome, the king's sister, and to such as had 
laiaed calumnies against Mariamne ; for they wen 
suspicious, that when these came to the government, 
they should be punished for the wickedness they had 
been guilty of against their mother ; so they made 
this veiy fear of theirs a motive to raise calumnies 
against them also. They gave it out that they were 
not pleased with their father's company, because he 
had put their mother to death, as if it were not 
agreeable to piety to appear to converse with their 
mother's murderer. Now, by carrying these sto- 
ries, that bad indeed a true foundation [m the fact], 
but were onlv built on probabilities as to the present 
accusation, they were able to do them mischief, and 
to make Herod take away that kindness from his 
sons which he had before borne to them, for they 
did not say these things to him openly,but scattered 
abroad such words among the rest of the multitude ; 
from which words, when carried to Herod, he was 
induced [at last] to hate them, and which natural 
affection itself even in length of time, was not able 
to overcome ; yet was the king at that time in a 
condition to piefer the natural affection of a father 
before all the suspicions and calumnies his sons lay 
under : so he respected them as he ought to do, and 
married them to wives, now they were of an age 
suitable thereto. To Aristobulus he gave for a wife 
Bemice, Salome's daughter ; and to Alexander, 
Glaphyra, the daughter of ArcheUtus, king of Gap- 
^d( 



CHAPTER ir. 

HOW BBBOD TWICE 8ATLBD TO AORIPPA ; AND HOW 
UPON THE COMPLAINT OP THE JEWS IN IONIA. 
AGAINST THE GREEKS, AOKIPPA CONFIBHED THE 
LAWS OF THE JEWS TO THEM. 

§ I. When Herod had dispatched these affairs, and 
he understood that Marcus Agrippa had sailed agaia 
out of Italy into Asia, he made haste to him, and 
besought him to come to him into his kingdom, and 
to partake of what he might justly expect from ona 
that had been his guest, and was his friend. This 
request he greatly pressed, and to it Agrippa agreed, 
and came into Judea: whereupon Herod omitted 
nothing that might please him. He entertained him 
in his new built cities, and showed him the edifices 
he had built, and provided all sorts of the best and 
most costlv dainties for him and his friends, and 
that at Sebaste and Cesarea, about that port that he 
had built, and at the fortresses which he had erected 
at great expenses, Alexandrium, and Herodinm, 
and Hyrcania. He also conducted him to the city 
Jerusalem, where all the people met him in their 
festival garments, and received him with acchuna- 
tions. Agrippa also offered a hecatomb of sacrifices 
to God ; and feasted the people^ wiUiout omitting any 
of the greatest dainties that could be gotten. He 
also took so much pleasure there, that he abode 
many days with them, and would willingly have staid 
longer, but that the season of the year made him 
haste away ; for as winter was coming on, he thought 
it not safe to go to sea later, and yet he was of neces- 
sity to return again to Ionia. 

2. So Asrippa went away, when Herod had be- 
stowed on him, and on the principal of those that 
were with him, many presents ; but king Herod, 
when he had passed the winter in his own domi- 
nions, made haste to get to him again in the spring, 
when he knew he designed to go to a campaign at 
Uie Bosphorus. So when he bad sailed by Rbodes 
and by Cos, he touched at Lesbos, as thinking he 
should have overtaken Agrippa there ; but he was 
taken short here by a north wind, which hindered 
his ship from going to the shore ; so he continued 
many days at Chins, and there he kindly treated a 
great many that came to him, and obliged them by 
giving them royal gifts. And when he saw that 
the portico of the city was fallen down, which as it 
was overthrown in the Mithridatie war, and was a 
very large and fine building, so was it not so eainr 
to rebuild that as it was the rest, yet did he furnish 
a sum not only large enough for that purpose, but 
what was more tlun sufficient to finish the build- 
ing ; and ordered them not to overlook that portico, 
but to rebuild it quickly, diat so the city might re- 
cover its proper ornaments. And when the high 
winds were hud, be sailed to Mitylene, and tlience 
to Byzantium ; and when he heard that Agrippa 
was sailed beyond the Cyanean rocks, he made all 
the haste possible to overtake bim, and came up 
with him about Sinope, in Pontus. He was seen 
sailing by the shipmen most unexpectedly, but ap- 
peared to their great joy ; and many friendly salu- 
tations there were between them, insomuch that 
Agrippa thought he had received tlie greatest 
marks of the king's kindness and humanity towards 
him possible, since the king had come so lon^ a voy- 
age, and at a very proper season, for his assistance, 
and had l^t the government of his own dominioas» 
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Uid thought it more worth his while to come to him. 
Accordingly, Herod was all in all to Agrippa, in the 
management of the war, and a great assistant in ci- 
vil affairs, and in giving him counsel as to particular 
matters. He was also a pleasant companion for 
him when he relaxed himself, and a joint partaker 
with him in all things ; in troubles because of his 
kindness ; and in prosperity, because of the respect 
Agrippa had for him. Now as soon as those affiiirs 
oi Pontus were finished, for whose sake Agrippa was 
sent thither, they did not think fit to return by sea, 
•but passed dirough Paphlagonia and Cappadocia, 
they then travelled thence over great Phrygia, and 
came to Ephesus, and then they sailed from Ephe- 
«U8 to Samoa. And indeed the king bestowed a 
^reat many benefits on every city that he came to, 
according as they stood in need of them ; for as for 
those that wanted either money or kind treatment, 
-he was not wanting to them ; but he supplied the 
former himself out of his own expenses : he also 
became an intercessor with Agrippa for all such as 
Bought after his favour, and he brought things so 
abcut, that the petitioners failed in none of their 
suits to him, Agrippa being himself of a good dispo- 
sition, and of great generosity, and ready to grant 
all such requests as might be advantageous to the 
petitioners, provided they were not to the detriment 
of others. The inclination of the king was of great 
weight also, and still excited Agrippa, who was him- 
selfready to do good ; for he made a reconciliation 
between the people of Ilium, at whom he was angry, 
and paid what money the pneople of Ctyos owed to 
Cnsar's procurators, and dis<marged them of their 
tributes ; and helped all others, according as thoir 
several necessities required. 

3. But now, when Agrippa and Herod were in 
Ionia, a great multitude of Jews, who dwelt in their 
cities, came to them, and laying hold of the oppor- 
umity and the liberty now given them, laid before 
them the injuries which they suffered, while they 
were not permitted to use their own lavrs, but were 
compelled to prosecute their law suits, by the ill 
usage of the judges, upon their holy days, and were 
deprived of the money they used to lay up at Jern- 
aalem, and were forced into the army, and upon 
such other offices as obliged them to spend their 
aacred money ; from which burdens they always used 
to be freed by the Ronums, who had still permitted 
them to live according to their own laws. When 
this clamour was made, the kmg desired of Agrippa 
that he would hear their cause, and assigned Nioo- 
buis, one of his friends, to plead for those their pri- 
vileges. Accordingly, when Agrippa had called the 
principal of the Romans, and such of the kings and 
rulers as were there, to be his assessors, Nicolaua 
stood up, and pleaded for the Jews^ as follows :-— 
*< It is of necessity incumbent on such as are in dis- 
tress to have recourse to those that have it in their 
power to free them from those injuries they lie un- 
der ; and for those that now are complainants, they 
approach you with great assurance ; for as they 
have formerly often obtained your fitvour, so far 
aa they have even wished to have it. they now onlv 
entreat that you, who have been tne donors, will 
take care that those favours yon have already grant- 
ed them may not be taken away from them. We 
have received these fisvours from you, who alone 
have power to grant them, but have them, taken 
from us by such as are no greater than ourselves, 
and by such as we know are as much subjects as 
we are ; and oertainly, if we have been vouchsafed 



great favours, it is to our commendation who have 
obtained them, and having been found deserving of 
such great favours ; and if those favours be but 
small ones, it would be barbarous for the donon 
not to confirm them to us : and for those that are 
the hinderance of the Jews, and use them reproach- 
fully, it is evident that they affront both the receiv- 
ers, while they will not allow those to be worthy . 
men to whom their exellent rulers themselves have 
borne their testimony, and the donors, while they 
desire those favors already granted may be abro- 
gated. Now if any one should ask these Gentiles 
themselves, which of the two thinss they should 
choose to part with, their lives, or tne customs of 
their forefathers, their solemnities, their sacrificeF» 
their festivals, which they celebrate in honour of 
those they suppose to be gods t I know very well 
that they would choose to suffer any thing whatsoever 
rather than a dissolution of any of the customs of* 
there forefathers ; for a great many of them have 
rather chosen to go to war on that account, as veiy 
solicitous not to transgress in those matters ; and 
indeed we take an estimate of that happiness which 
all mankind do now enjt>y by your means from this 
very thing, that we are allowed every one to worship 
as our own institutions require, and yet live [in 
peace] ; and although they would not be thus treated 
themselvs, yet do they endeavour to compel others 
to comply with them, as if it were not as great an 
instance of impiety, profanely to dissolve the reli- 
gious solemnities of an^ others, as to be negligent in 
the observation of their own towards their gods. 
And let us now consider the one of these prac- 
tices :— Is there any people, or city, or community 
of men, to whom your government and the Roman 
power does not appear to be the greatest blessing f 
Is there any one that can desire to make void the 
favours they have granted t No one is certainly 
so mad ; for there are no men but such as have 
been partakers of their favours, both in public and 
private ; and indeed those that take away what you 
have granted, can have no assurance, but every one 
of their own grants made them by you may be taken 
from them also ; which grants of yours can yet ne- 
ver be sufficienUy valued ; for if they consider the 
old governments under kings, together with your 
present government, besides the great number of 
benefits which this government hath bestowed on 
them in order to their happiness^ that is instead of 
all the rest, that they appour to be no longer m a 
state of slavery, but of freedom. Now the privi- 
leges we desire, even when we are in the best cir- 
cumstances, are not such as deserve to be envied, 
for we are indeed in a prosperous state by your 
means, but this is only in common with others, and 
it is no more than this which we desire, to preserve 
our religion without any prohibition, which, as it 
appears not in itself a privilege to be envied us, so 
it is for the advantage of those that grant it to us, 
fur if the Divnity delights in being honoured, he 
must delight in those that permit him to be honoured. 
And there are none of our customs which are inhu- 
man, but all tending to piety, and devoted to the 
preservation of justice ; nor do we conceal those 
injunctions of ours by which we govern our lives, 
they being memorials of piety, and of a friendly 
conversation among men. And the seventh day we 
set apart from labour ; it is dedicated to the learn- 
ing of our customs and Uws,* we thmkmg it proper 

• W« mar hw« obwrr* UMMMimt prMtlMor Um Jewi, orrtcdlcAttns 
th« tebtelh^iakr, net to IdlaiMW. bat to tb* tounlag Ihnr amend niw 
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to reflect on them, aa well m od any [good] thing 
else, in order to oor avoiding of sin. If any one 
therefore examine into our ebeernmces, he will 
find they are good in themaelveB, and that they are 
ancient also, though tome think otherwise, insomuch 
that those who have received them caftnot easily 
be brottght to depart from them, out of that honour 
they pay to the length of time they have religiously 
enjoyed them and observed them. Now our adver- 
nnes take these our privileges away in the way 
of injostioe ; they violently seise upon that money 
of ours which is offered to 6ed, and called saeied 
money, and this openly, after a sacrilegious man- 
ner ; and they impose tributes upon as, and bring 
ns before tribunals on holy days, and then require 
other like debts of us, not because the contracts 
requhw it, and for their own advantage, but becanse 
they would put an affront on our religion, of which 
they are oonseioas as well as we, and have indulged 
themselves in aa unjust, and to them involuntary 
hatred ; for your government over all is one, tend- 
ing to the establishing of benevolence, and abolish- 
ing of iU-wili among such as are disposed to it 
This is therefore what we implore from thee, moot 
oxcellent Agrippa, that we may not be ill treated ; 
that we may not be abused ; that we may not be 
luadered from making use of our own customs, nor 
be despoUed of our goods ; nor be forced by these 
nen todo what we ouieelvea force nobody to do : 
finr these privileges of ours are not only according 
to justioe^ but have formerly been granted us by you : 
and we are able to read to you many decides of the 
•enate, and the tables that contain them, which are 
^1 extant in the capitol cooeeming these things, 
which it is evident were granted after you had ex- 
perience of our fidelity towards you, which ought 
to be valued, though no such fidelity had been, for 
you have hitherto preserved wliat people were in 
posaeosion of, not to us only, but almost to all men, 
and have added greater advantages than they could 
iiave hoped for, and thereby your government k 
become a great advantage to them. And if any one 
were able to enumerate the prosperity you have 
oonfened on every nation, which they possess by your 
means, he oould never put an end to his discourse ; 
httt that we may demonstrate that we are not un- 
worthy of all those advantages we have obtaind, it 
wUl be sufficient for us to say nothing of other tilings, 
nut to speak freely of this king who now governs us, 
and is now one of Uiy assessors : and indeed in what 
mstanoe of good- will, as to your house, hath he been 
deficient I What mark of fidelity to it hath he 
omitted I What token of honour hath he not de- 
Tised ! What occasion for his assistance ^ you 
iiatb he not regarded at the veiy first I What hin- 
dersth, therefore, but that your kindness may be 
as aumeroiis as his so great benefits to you have 
been t It may also perhaps be fit not here to pass 
over in silence the valour of his Uiher Antipater, 
who when Ccssar made an expedition into Egypt, 
assisted him with two thousand armed men, and 
proved inferior to none, neither in the battles on 
land, nor in tlie management of the navy ; and what 
need I say any tiling of how great weight those sol- 
diers were at that juncture I or bow many, and how 
great presents tliey were vouchsafed by Cuesar t 
And truly I ought before now to have mentioned the 
epistles which CsMar wrote to the senate ; and how 
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Antipater had honours, and the freedom of the city 
of Rome, bestowed upon him ; for these ai« demon- 
strations both that we have received these fitvoun 
by our own deserts, and do on tliataeeeuntpetitioa 
thee for thy confirmation of them, from whom 
we had reason to hope for them, though they had 
not been given ns before, both out of regard to our 
kmg's disposition towards you, and your dkpositk» 
towards nim ; and farther, we have been informed 
by those Jews that were there, with what kindness 
thou camest into our country, and how thou offers 
edst the most perfeet saerifioes to God, and hononr- 
edst him with remarkable vows, and how thou gai- 
vest tlie people a feast, and acoeptedst of their own 
hospitable presents to thee. We ought to esteem all 
these kind entertainments made by both our nation 
and our city, to a man who is the ruler and manager 
of so much of the publio affairs, as indietations of 
that friendship which thou hast returned to the 
Jewish nation, and which had been procured them 
by the iiunily of Herod. So we put thee in mind 
of these things before the king, now sitting by thee^ 
and make our request for no more but this^ that what 
you have given us yourselves, you will not see taken 
away by others from us." 

4. When NicoUus had made this speech, them 
was no opposition made to it by the Greeks, for this 
was not an inquiry made, as in a court of justice, 
but an interceesion to prevent violence to be offered 
to the Jews any longer ; nor did the Greeks make 
any defenoe of themselves, or deny what it was sup* 
posed they had done. Their pretence was no more 
than this, that while the Jews inhabited in their 
country, they were entirely unjust to them [in not 
joining in their worship] but they demonstrated 
iheir generosity in this, that though they worship- 
ped according to their own institutions, they did 
nothing that ought to grieve them. So when 
Aprippa perceived that they had been oppressed by 
violence, he made this answer :— That, on account 
of Herod's good-will and friendship, he was ready 
to grant the Jews whatsoever tliey should ask him, 
and Uiat theur requests seemed to him in themselves 
juat ; and that if they requested any thing farther, 
he shottki not scruple to grant it them, provided 
they were no way to the detriment of the Roman 
government ; but that, while thehr request was no 
more than this, that what privileges they had al- 
ready given them might not be abngated, he eon- 
firmed this to them, that they might continue In the 
observation of their own customs, without any one 
offering them the least injury ; and wlien he had 
said thus, he dissolved the assembly : upon which 
Herod stood up and saluted him, and gave bin 
thanks for tlie kind disposidon lie showed to them. 
Agrippa also took this m a very obliging manner, and 
saluted him again, and embraced him in his arms ; 
after which he went away from Lesbos ; but the 
king determined to sail from Samoa to his own eeua- 
try ; and when he had taken his leave of Agrippa, 
he pursued his voyage, and htnded at Cesatea in a 
few days' time, as having ikvourable winds ; from 
whence he went to Jerusalem, and there gathered 
all the people togetlier to an ateembly, not a few 
being tliere out of the oonntry also. So when he 
came to them, he gave them a particuUr aeeonnt 
of all his journey, and of the affairs of all the Jews 
in Asia, how by his means they would live witboat 
injurioas treatment for the time to come. He also 
told them of the entire good fortune he had met with, 
and how he had administered the government, and 
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had not neglaetod aoj thing wfaioh wm for their 
ftdvantage ; and m he was rery jovful, he now re- 
mitted to them the fourth part of their taxee for 
the h»t jear. Aecordiogljr, thej were so pleased 
with hia favour and speech to them, that thej went 
their wajs with great ghidneas, and wished the king 
all manner of happineee. 



CHAPTER III. 

ROW OBBiT niSrVKBAMCBS AROSB IM HJUtOn'lB PA- 
MILT OH HIS PRXFBRBINO ARTIPATBB, HIS XLDBST 
aON, BBPORB THB BBST, TILL ALBXANDBB TOOK 
THAT UUVBT TB&T HB1N0U8LT. 

f h But now the affairs in Herod's &mi)j were 
Li more and more disorder, and heeame more se* 
▼ere upon him, by the hatred of Salome to the young 
men [Alexander and Aristobalos] which descended 
as it were by inheritance [from tiieir mother Ma- 
riamne] : and as slie had fully succeeded against 
their mother, so she proceeded to that degree of 
madnees and ineoienoe, as to endeavour that none 
td her posterity might be left alive, who might have 
it in their power to revenge her death. The yoniig 
men had also somewhat of a bold and nneaav dis- 
position towards their iktber, occasioned by the re- 
membrance of what their mother had unjustly 
suffered, and by their own affectation of dominion. 
The old grudge was also renewed ; and they east 
reproaches on Salome and Pherone, who requited 
the younff men with malicious desSens, and actually 
laid treadieroua snares for them. X^ow, as for this 
hatred, it was equal on both sides, but the manner 
of exciting that hatred was different ; for as for the 
young men, they were rash, reproaching and af- 
fronting the others openly, and were inexperienced 
enough to think it the most generous to declare tlieir 
minds in that undaunted manner ; but the others 
did not take that method, but mada use of caidum- 
niea after a subtile and spiteful manner, still provok- 
ing the young men, and imagining that their bold- 
nees might in time turn to the offering violence to 
their father, for inasmuch as they were not ashamed 
of the pretended crime of their mother, nor thought 
she snifered justly, these supposed that might at 
length exceed all bounds, and mduce them to think 
they ought to be avenged on their fisther, though it 
were by dispatching him with their own hands. At 
length it came to Uiis, that the whole eity was full 
cf their discourses, as is usual in such oontests, the 
nnskilfnlneas of the young men was pitied ; but the 
contrivanoe of Salome was too hard for them, and 
what imputations she laid upon them came to be 
believed, by means of their own oondnct ; for they 
were so deeply affeoted with the death of their mo- 
ther, that while they said both she and themselves 
were in a miserable case, thcj vehemently com- 
plained of her pitiable end, which indeed was truly 
■Boh, and said that they were themselves in a piti- 
able ease also, becauee they were forced to live with 
those that had been her murderers, and to be par- 
takers with them. 

3. These disorders increased greatly, and the 
kuig*a absence abroad had afforded a At opportun ity 
for that increase; but as soon as Herod was returned, 
and had made the forementioned speech to the mul- 
titude, Pfaeroras and Safomo let fall words imme- 
diatelj aa if he were in great danger, and as if the 



young men openly thrsatened that they would not 
spare him any longer, but revenge their motlier's 
death upon him. They also added another circnm- 
stance, that their ho|ies were fixed on AreheUus, 
the king of Cappadocia, that they should be able by 
hie means to come to Cmsar, and accuse their fa- 
ther. Upon hearing such Uiings, Herod was im« 
mediately disturbed ; and indeed was the more a»> 
tonished because the same things were related to 
him by some others ako. He then called to mind 
his former calamitv, and considered that the disor- 
ders in his family bad hindered him from enjoying 
any comfort from those that were dearest to him, 
or from his wife whom he loved so well ; and sus- 
pecting that his future troubles would soon be besr 
vier and greater than thoee that were past, he was 
in great confusion of mind, for divine Providenee 
had in reality conferred upon him a great many 
outward advantages for his happiness, even beyond 
his hopes,^but the troublee he had at home were 
such as he never expected to have met with, and 
rendered him unfortunate ; nay, both sorts came 
upon him to such a degree as no one could imagme, 
and made it a doubtful question, whether, upon the 
comparison of both, be ought to have exchanged eo 
great a success of outward good things for so great 
miblortunes at home, or whether he ought not to 
have ehoeen to avoid the cahunities rekting to his 
family, though he had, for a compensation, never 
been poesessed of the admired grandeur of a 
kingdom. 

3» As he was thus disturbed and afBicted, in order 
to depress these young men, he brought to court 
another of his sons, that was bom to him vthiea he 
was a private man ; his name was Antipater : yet 
did he not then indulge him as he did afterwards, 
when he was quite overcome by him, and let him 
do every thing as he pleased, but rather with a do* 
sign of depressing the insolence of the sons of Ma- 
riamne, and managing this elevation of hia son, that 
it might be for a warning to them ; for this bold 
beliaviour of theirs [he thought] would not be so 
great, if they were onoe persuaded that the suoees- 
sion to the kingdom did not appertain to them alone, 
or must of necessity come to tliem. So he intro- 
duced Antipater as their antagonist, and imagmed 
that he made a good provision for discouraging their 
pride, and that after this was done to the young men, 
there might be a proper season forexpectittg theee 
to be of a better disposition : but the event proved 
otherwise than he intended, for the j-oung men 
thought he did them a very great injury ; and as 
Antipater was a shrewd man, when he had once 
obtained this degree of freedom, and began to ex- 
peet greater thin^ than he had before hoped for, 
he had butone smgle design in his head, and that 
was to distresa his brethren, and not at sil to yield 
to them the pre-eminence, but to keep eloea to his 
father, who was already alieBated from them by the 
caluinuiee be beard about them, and ready to be 
brought upon in any way his seal against them should 
advise him to pursue^ that he might be continually 
more and more severe against thenL Accordingly 
all the reports tliat were spread abroad came from 
him, while lie avoided himeelf the suspicion, as if 
those discoveries proceeded from him ; but he ra- 
ther chose to make nee of those persons for his as- 
sistants that were unsuspected, and such as might 
be believed to speak truth by reason of the good-will 
they bore to the king ; and indeed there were «it- 
ready not a few who cultivated their friendship witb 
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Antipater, in hopes of gainiog somewhat hy him, 
and these were the men who most of all persuaded 
Herod, because they appeared to speak tnus out of 
their good-will to him : and while Uiese joint accu- 
sations, which, from various foundations, supported 
one another's veracity, the young men themselves 
afforded farther occasions to Antipater also ; for 
they were observed to shed tears often, on account 
of the injurv that was offered them, and had their 
mother in their mouths ; and among their friends 
they ventured to reproach their father, as not acting 
justly by them ; all which things were with an evil 
intention reserved in memoiy by Antipater against 
a proper oportunity ; and when they were told to 
Herod, with aggravations, increased the disorder so 
much, that it brought a great tumult into the fa- 
mily ; for while the king was Tery angry at imputa- 
tions that were laid upon the sons of ASiriamne, and 
was desirous to humble them, he still increased the 
honour that he had bestowed on Antipater, and was 
at last so overcome by his persuasions, that he 
brought his mother to court also* He also wrote 
frequently to Ceesar in favour of him, and more 
earnestly recommending him to his care particu- 
larly. And when Agrippa was returned to Rome, 
after he had finished his ten years' government in 
Asia,* Herod sailed from Judea ; and when he met 
with him, he had none with him but Antipater, 
whom he delivered to Agrippa, that he might take 
him along with him, together with many presents, 
that so he might become Cessar's friend, insomuch 
that things ahready looked as if he had all his fa- 
ther's favour, and that the .young men were already 
tatirely rejected from any hopes of the kingdom. 



CHAPTER IV. 

HOW, DUBIKO AMTIPATBA's ABOOB AT ftOMB, HBBOD 
BBOUORT ALBXANDBB AND ARI8TOBULU8 BBFORB 

* CJDAB, AND ACCU8BD THBM. ALBXANOBB'S DB- 
PBNCB OP HIMSELF BBFOBE CASAB, AMD BECON- 

^ CIUATION TO HIS PATHBB. 

f 1. And now what happened during Antipater's 
abaence augmented the honour to which he had 
been promoted, and his apparent eminence above 
his brethren, for he made a great figure at Rome, 
because Hert)d had sent recommendations of him 
to all his friends there ; only he was grieved that he 
was not at home, nor had proper opportunities of 
perpetually calumniating his brethren ; and his 
ehief fear was, lest his father should alter his mind, 
and entertain a more favourable opinion of the sons 
iof Mariamne ; and as he had this in his mind, he 
did not desist from his purpose, but continually sent 
from Rome any such stories as he hoped might 
grieve and irritate his father against his brethren, 
under pretence indeed of a deep concern for his 
preservation, but in truth, such as his malicious 
mind dictated, in order to purchase a greater hope 
of the succession, which yet was already great in 
itself: and thus he did till he had excited such 
a degree of anger in Herod, that he was already 
become very ill disposed towards the young men ; 
but still while he delayed to exercise so violent a 
^'isgust against them, and that he might not either 

• Thb lotcrral of tan jmn tor the dnntUon of Mamn AcrlpMl 
f «rnro«it la A«ia, M«>ni« to be tru*. uul afwwibto to I"- " 



be too remiss or too raah, and so offend, he thought 
it best to sail to Rome, and there accuse his sons 
before Cnsar, and not indulge himself in any such 
crime as might be heinous enough to be suspected 
of impieW. But as he was eoing up to Rome, it 
happened that he made such haste as to meet with 
Cassar at the city Aquilei if so when he came to 
the speech of Gessar, ne asked for a time for hear- 
ing this great cause, wherein he thought himself 
very miserable, and presented his sons there, and 
accused them of their mad actions, and of their 
attempts against him : — That they were enemies 
to him ; and by all the means they were able, did 
their endeavours to show their hatred to their own 
father, and would take away his life, and so obtain 
his kingdom, after the most barbarous manner: 
that he nad power from Caesar to dispose of it, not ' 
by necessity, but by choice, to him who shall exercise 
the greatest piety towards him ; while these my sons 
are not so desirous of ruling, as they are upon a 
disappointment thereof, to expose their own Ufe, 
if so be they may but deprive tlieir father of his life | 
so wild and polluted is their mind by time become, 
out of their hatred to him : that whereas he had 
a long time borne this his misfortune, he was now 
compelled to lay it before Ceesar, and to pollute his 
ears with such language, while he himself wants to 
know what severity they have ever suffered from 
him, or what hardships he had ever laid upon them 
to make them complain of him ; and how they can 
think it just that ne should not be lord of that 
kingdom which he in a long time, and with great 
danger, had gained, and not allow him to keep it 
and dispose of it to him who should deserve best; 
and this, with other advantages, he proposes as a 
reward for the piety of such a one as will hereafter 
imitate the care he hath taken of it, and that aneh 
a one may gam so great a requital as that is : and 
that it is an impious thing for them to pretend to 
meddle with it beforehand, for he who hath ever 
the kingdom in his view, at the same time reckons 
upon procuring the death of his father, because 
otherwise he cannot come at the government : that 
as for himself, he had hitherto given them all that 
he was able, and what was agreeable to such as are 
subject to the royal authority, and the sons of a kings 
what ornaments they wanted, with servants and de- 
licate fare, and had married them into the most 
illustrious families, the one [AristobulusJ to his 
sister's daughter, but Alexander to the daughter of 
king ArcheUns ; and, wlwt was the greatest fitvour 
of ail, when their crimes were so very bad, and he 
had authority to punish them, yet had he not made 
use of it agamst Uiem, but had brought them before 
Caesar, their common beneCsctor, and had not used 
the severity which either as a father who had been 
impiously abused, or as king who had been assaulted 
treacherously, he might have done, but made them 
stand upon the level with hun in judgment : that, 
however, it was necessary that all this should not be 
passed over without punishment, nor himself live in 
the greatest fears ; nay, that it was not for their 
own advantage to see the light of the sun after what 
they had done, although they sliould escape at this 
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time, since thej had done the vilest things, and 
woald certainly saffer the greatest punishmeuts that 
ever were known among mankind. 

2. These were the accnsations which Herod laid 
with great vehemeuey against his sons before Gee- 
Bar. Now the young men, both while he was speak- 
ing, and chiefly at his concluding, wept, and were 
in confusion. Now as to themselves, they knew in 
their own conscience they were innocent, but be- 
cause they were accused oy their lather, they were 
sensible, as the truth was, that it was hard for them 
to make their apology, since though they were at 
liberty to speak their minds freely as the occasion 
required, and might with force and earnestness re- 
fute the accusation, yet was it not now decent so to 
do. There was therefore a difficulty how they should 
be able to speak ; and tears, and at length a deep 
groan followed, while they were afraid, that if they 
said nothing, they should seem to be in thia difficulty 
from a consciousness of guilt, — nor had they any 
defence ready, by reason of their youth, and the 
disorder they were under ; yet was not Ccesar un- 
apprised, when he looked upon them in the confusion 
they were in, that their deUy to make theur defence 
did not arise from any consciousness of great enor- 
mities, but from ^ir unskilfulness and modesty. 
They were also commiserated by those that were 
there in particular ; and thev moved their father's 
affections in earnest till he had much ado to con- 
ceal them. 

3. But when th^ saw there was a kind disposi- 
tion arisen both in him and in Ciesar, and that every 
one of the rest did either shed tears, or at least did 
all grieve with tiiem, the one of them, whose name 
was Alexander, called to his father, and attempting 
to answer his accusation, and said, ** father, the 
benevolenee thou hast showed to us is evident, even 
in this very judicial procedure, for hadst thou any 
pernicious intentions about us, thou hadst not pro- 
duced us here before the common saviour of all, for 
it was in thy power, both as a king and as a father, to 
punish the guilty ; but by thus bringmg us to Rome, 
and making Ceesar himself a witness to what is done, 
thou intimatest that thou intendest to save us ; for 
no one that hath a design to slay a man will bring him 
to the temples, and to the altars ; yet are our cir- 
cumstances still worse, for we cannot endure to live 
ourselves any longer, if it be believed that we have 
injured such a father ; nay, perhaps it would be 
worse for us to live with this suspicion upon us, that 
we have injured him, than to die without such guilt : 
and if our open defence may be taken to be true, 
we shall be luppy, both in pacifying thee, and in 
escaping the danger we are in ; but if this calumny 
so prevails, it is more than enough for us that we 
have seen the sun this day ; which why should we 
see, if this suspicion be fixed upon us t Now it is 
easv to say of young men, that they desired to reign : 
and to say farther, that this evil proceeds from the 
case of our unhappy mother. Tnis is abundantly 
sufficient to produce our present misfortune out of 
the former ; but consider well, whether such an 
accusation does not suit all such young men, and 
may not be said of them all promiscuously ; for no- 
thing can hinder him that reigns, if he have children, 
and their mother be dead, but the father may have 
a suspicion upon all his sons, as intending some 
tmohezy to him : but a suspicion is not sufficient 
to prove such an impious practice. Now let any 
man say, whether we have actually and insolently 
attempted any such thmg, whereby actions other- 
2 A 



wise incredible used to be made credible! Can 
any body prove that poison hath been prepared f or 
prove a conspiracy of our equals, or the corruption 
of servants, or letters written against thee t though 
indeed there are none of those things but have some- 
times been pretended by way of calumny, when thepr 
were never done ; for a roval family that is at vari- 
ance with itself is a terrible thing ; and that which 
thou callest a reward of piety, often becomes, among 
very wicked men, such a foundation of hope, as 
makes them leave no sort of mischief untried. Nor 
does any one lay any wicked practices to our charge ; 
but as to calumnies by hearsay, how can we put an 
end to them, who will not hear what we have to 
say t Have we talked with too great freedom t yes ; 
but not against thee, for that would be unjust, but 
against those that never conceal any thug that is 
spoken to them. Hath either of us lamented our 
mother t yes ; but not because she is dead, but be- 
cause she was evil spoken of by those thst had no 
resson so to do. Are we desirous of that dominion 
which we know our father is possessed oft For 
what reason can we do sol If we alreadv have 
royal honours, as we have, should not we labour in 
vain 1 And if we have them not, yet are not we in 
hopes of them I Or supposing toat we had killed 
thee, could we expect to obtain thy kingdom! while 
neither the earth would let us tread upon it, nor the 
sea let us sail upon it, after such an action as that: 
nay, the religion of aU your subjects, and the piety 
of the whole nation, would have prohibited parricides 
from assuming the government, and from entering 
into that mostholy temple which was built bv thee.* 
But suppose we had made light of other dangers, 
can any murderer go off unpunished while Cnsar 
is alive I We are thy sons, and not so impious, or 
so thoughtless as that comes to, though perhaps 
more o^ortunate than is convenient for thee. But 
in case thou neither findest any causes of complaint, 
nor any treacherous designs, what sufficient evi- 
dence hast thou to make such a wickedness of ours 
credible! Our mother is dead indeed, bnt then 
what befel her might be an instruction to us to cau- 
tion, and not an incitement to wickedness. We are 
willing to make a larger spolo^ for ourselves ; but 
actions never done do not admit of discourse : nay, 
we will make this agreement with thee, and that 
before Cnsar, the lord of all, who is now a medi- 
ator between us, if thou, father, canst brine thy- 
self by the evidence of truth, to have a mind free 
from suspicion concerning us, let us live, though 
even then we shidl live in an unhappv way, for to 
be accused of peat acts of wickedn e ss, though 
falsely, is a teznble thmg ; but if thou hast any fear 
remaining, continue thou on in thy pious life, we 
will give this reason for our own conduct ; our life 
is not so desirable to us as to desire to have it, 
if it tend to the harm of our &ther who gave it 
us." 

4. When Alexander had thus spoken, Caesar, 
who did not before believe so groas a calumny, was 
still more moved by it^ and looked intently upon 
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Hero^f Apd percpiyed he w«8 » JUtUe confounded : 
the penons there pjresent were under an anxiety 
about the young men, and the fame that was abroad 
made the kiqg hated, for the very incredibility of 
the ci^lamny,and the commiaeration of the flower 
of youth, the beauty of body, which were in the young 
men, pleaded strongly for assistance, and the more 
■o on Uiis account, tliat Alexander had made tlieir 
defence with great dexterity and prudenoe ; nay, 
they did not themselves any longer continue in their 
former countenances, which had been bedewed with 
tears, and east downwards to the ground, but now 
there arose in them hopes of the beist : and the king 
himself appeared not to have had foundation enough 
to build such an accusation upon, he having no real 
evidence wherawith to convict them. Indeed he 
wanted wme apology for making the accusation ; 
but Cntar, after some delay, said, that although 
' the young men were thoroughly innocent of t&t 
for whieh thev were calumniated, yet had they 
been so far to bhune^ that they had not demeaned 
themselves towards their father so as to prevent 
that suspicion which was spread abroad concerning 
them. He also exhorted Hurod to lay aU such bus- 
pieions aside, and to be reconciled to his sons ; for 
that it was not just to give credit to any such re- 
ports concerning his own children : and that this 
repentanee on botti sides might heal tliose branches 
that bad happened between them, and might improve 
'tfiat their good-will to one another, whereby thoee 
on both sides, excusing the rashness of their suspi- 
cions, might resolve to bear a greater degree of af- 
ieetion towards each other than they had before. 
After Cnear had given them this admonition, he 
beokooed to the young men. When, therefore, they 
wefe disposed to fall down to make intercession to 
their fiuber, he took them up, and embraced Uiem, 
M they were hi tears, and took each of them dis- 
tinctly hi his arms, till not one of those that were 
present, whether freeman or sUve^ but was deeply 
alfected with what they saw. 

6. Then did thoy return thanks to CiBsar, and 
'went awav together ; and with them went Antipater, 
'With an hypocritical pretence that he rejoiced at 
this xecondiiation. ^d in die hst days thev were 
ykh Cnsar, Herod made bun a present of three 
*^ * 1 talento, as he was then exhibiting shows 
to the people of Rome : and Cieear 



lais him a present of half the revenue of the cop- 
]ior aBines in Cyprus, and committed the care of 
the ether half to him, and honoured him with 
o th er gills and incomes : and as to his ownlcingdom, 
he left it in hia power to appoint which of his sons 
he pleased for his successor, or to distribute it in 
ports to every one, that the dignity might thereby 
oome to them all ; and when Herod was disposed 
to make sueh a settlement unmediately, Csssar said 
he would not ^ve him leave to deprive himself, 
while he was ahve, of the power over his kingdom, 
or over his sons. 

6. After this, Herod retomed to Judea agam ; 
tet dsmkag his aboenoe, no small part of his domi- 
nions ahoot Tvaehon bad revolted, whom yet the 
eommandorf ho loft there had vanquashed, and 
compelled to a tnbmission again. Now, as Herod 
was sailing with his song, and was come over against 
Cilici% to (the isUnd] Eleosa, which hath now 
obaoged its name for Sebaste, he met with Arehe- 
Unsylung of Cappadociay who received him kmdly, 
as rejoicing that he was reooneiled to his sons, and 
that the accusation against Alexander who had 



married his dao^hter, was at an end. They also 
made one another such presents as it became kings 
to make. From thence Herod came to Judea and 
to the temple, where he made a speech to the people 
concerning what had been done in this his journey : 
-^he also discoursed to them about Csesar's kind- 
ness to him, and about as many of the particulars 
he had done as he thought it for his advantage 
other people should be acquainted with. At last 
he turned his speech to the admonition of his sons ; 
and exhwted those that lived at court, and the mul« 
titude, to concord j and informed them that his 
song were to reign after* him ; Antipater first, and 
then Alexander and Aristobulus, the sons of Mari« 
amne ; hut he desired that at present they should 
all have regard to himself and esteem him king 
and lord of all, since he was not yet hindered by 
old age, but was in that period of life when he must 
be Uie most skilful in governing ; and that he was 
not deficient in other arts of management that might 
enable him to govern the kingdom well, and to rule 
over his oliildren alao^ He farther told the rulerg 
under him, and the soldiery, that in case they would 
look upon him alone, their life would be led in a 
peaceable manner, and thev would make one another 
happy ; and when he had aaid this, he dismissed 
the assembly. Which speech wag acceptable to 
the greatest part of the audience, but not so to 
them all ; for the contention amon|^ liis sons, and 
the hopes he had given them, occasioned thoughts 
and deeices of ionavatioag among them. 



QHAPTEE V. 

HOW HSBOn CSUBBSATSP THE QAJIES THAT WBBH 
TO BJBVtM XYfiftY FIFTH YS^^ UPON XH^ BOILD- 
l»Q OF CESAHXA ; AUD BOW HB BUILT ▲»» 
ADOHNKD KAMY OTHEB PXJiCXS AFTBH ▲ NAONI- 
FICfilffT lUNNJUt ; AND DID lUMT OIHBB ACXIOMS 
QLOaiOU^LY. 

§ 1. About this tune it was that Cesarea Sebaste, 
which he had built, wga finished. The entire 
building bein^ accomplished in the tenth year, the 
solemmty of U fell into the twenty- eighth year at 
Herod's reigi^ and into tlio hundred and ninety- 
second olympiad ; there was accordingly a great 
festival, and most sumptuous preparations made 
presently, in order to its dedication ; for he had 
appointed a contention in music, and games to bo 
performed naked ; he had also gotten ready a great 
number of those that fight single combats, and of 
beasts for the like purpose ; horse-races also, and 
the most chargeable oi such sports and shows as 
used to be exhibited at Rome, and in other places. 
He consecrated this combat to Ciesar, and ordered 
it to be celebrated ever^ fifth year. He also sent 
all sorts of ornaments lor it out of his own furniture^ 
that it might want nothing to make it decent ; nay, 
JuUgy Cessar's wife, sent a great purt of her most 
valuable furniture [from Rome], insomuch that ho 
had no want of any thing ; the sum of them all was 
estimated at five nundred talents. Now when a 
great multitude was come to that city to gee the 
shows, as well as the ambassadors whom other peo- 
ple sent, on account of the benefits they had received 
[from Herod J, he entertained them all in the pub' 
lie inns, and at public tables, and with perpetual 
feasts ; tliis solemnity having in the day- tune tlie 
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direnions of figfata, wnd in the niglit-iiiiM tscfa merry 
meetings ae cost yaet suma of monej, aa^ pabUolT 
demooatrated the generoaity of hia soul ; for in aU 
his ondertakinga ob was ambitaoos to exhibit what 
ezeeeded wfaateoever had been done befeore ef the 
same kind ; and it ia rekted that Cnsar and 
Agrippa often said, that the dominiona ai Hscod 
were too little for the gmatnsi of hiasonl; for thait 
he deserved to have both all tha hia|^ni of Syxia^ 
and that of Egypt also. 

2. After this solemnitjr and these ibstavals were 
over, Herod erected another eity in the plain called 
Caphanuha, where he choeae out m fit phMC^ both 
for plen^ of water and goodness of soU, and proper 
for the production of what was thefe planted, where 
a river encompssaad the eity itaell^ and a grove 
of the beat trees for magnitude waa round ahont it : 
this he named Antipatris, from hia father Anti- 
pater. He also built upon another snot ef ground 
above Jericho, of the same name with his mother, 
a plaoe of great secnritj, and venr pleasant for ha- 



;ypras. Ue also dedicated 
hiabfothor P] 



bitatien, and eaUed it Q 
the finest monuments t» i 
account of the giteat natural affBction there had beeo. 
between them, by ereoting a tower m Aeeity, itself, 
not leas than the tower of Pharos, which he named 
Pbasaelus, whieh was at onoe a part of the strong 
defences cif the city, and a memofial for Inm that 
waa deceased, beeanse it bare hk nana. He also 
built a city of the same name in the valley of Jeri* 
cho, as you go from it nofthwavd^ wbtemhy heren* 
dered the neighbouring ceunti^ more Iruitftil, by 
the cultivation ita inhabitants mtrodnoed, and thia 
also he called Pfaaaaelns. 

3. But aa for hia other beneftts, it ia mqiosBible 
to reckon them up, those whioh he bestowed on ci» 
ties, both in Syria and in Grseee, aadin all the plaeea 
he came to in hia voyagsa ; fior he seema to ha(ve 
coalenped,and that after » moei plentifiil manner, 
what would niaiater to many neeeanties, and the 
building ef p«iblia works^ and gave them tlwrnoDay 
that was necessary to such works as waatsd it, to 
support them upon the failure of their other rev»* 
nnes ; but what was the grsatost and most iUnr- 
trioua of all hia worka, he erected ApoUo'k temple 
«t Rhodesy «t hia own ezpensea, and rave tkeat a 
great number of talents of silver for the repair of 
their fleet. He alao buUt the greafent part of the 
public edifieea Ssr the inhabitaats of Nicopokis^ at 
Aetinm ;• and lev the Antieehhtt% the inhahimts 
of the principal city ef Syria, where a bioad street 
cuts through the pUce lengtbvvya,. he built eieis^ 
taraaidQgitQnbothsMles^andhud the open load 
with pQiliahed sloM^ whieh was o£ vevy great advan» 
to theinhahitante; ami aatsrtlMlyn^legamsa, 
oonditisn, by r 



I were in a vety few o ondit ts n, by reason of 
tha fiuUnre of their levennes^ ha rsewwed their 
en, and appoioAadasiveuna for tbsip main* 
f and made that aolsmn meeting mocwveoe* 
i ta the sasiifieeo and other oimmeotB ; 
andbyieaaenef tfaiavwstKbecsliiy, he was gene- 
■Oly declared in tbesriMeriptiona t»be one' of the^ 
perpetnalnmaageiB of these gamea 

4. Now some there are who stand amaaod at the 
diversity of Herod's nature and purposes ; for 
when we have respect to his magnifioence, and the 
benefits which he bestowed on all mankind, there 
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fe BO poosibUity Ivr even those that had the least 
raspect for him to deny, or not <^Mnly to^ eoafcss, 
that he had a nature vMdy benelleeiit ; bat whenr 
any one leoka nnon the pimishmeala he teffisted, 
and the iDJnriea hedid, not onhr to hir subjects, but 
to hie nearest rehrisaa, and tsJMa neiiee of Ms se« 
vers and narBJenting diqweitica diere, he wil! ber 
foroed to aUew that be waa brutish, ami a stranger 
toall hwnani^ ; * ' " " 

hisnahneto be 



different, ami somethBev at' bon- 
tradietion with itself ; but I am mysdf of another' 
opinian. and imagine dmt the eeeasioo of both these 
sorts of actkms was eneand the same ; for bebg a 
man arisbitiona of honeor, and fuitr e««reome by 
that pawiew, he waa indnced to be magnificent 
wherever there appeared any hopes of ftitnre me 
morial, or of reputation at present ; and as hia ex 
pensea were be^d hlaahihtise, he was necessitated 
to be harsh with his sobjeeta ; tm the persons on 
whom he Mq^ended hismoney were so many, that 
theymadahunsverybadproeuffsrof it; said be- 
eansa he was esnsBioai that he was hatsd by thcer* 
under hhn, fm tha injorisa he did them^ he thoufflMr 
it net an eaay thinr to amend hBoflbncsfly for mKt 
was jnesniwnieat Tor his revenue': he thevelbrr 
strove on the other side to make their ill-will an 
oeeaaioB of hia gains. Aa to his own eonrt, there* 
fore^ if any one waa ostvery obse^uioaB to him ia 
his language, and would net ceafess himself to \f& 
his sb^ or hnt ssemtng to think of any innovntion 
in bin government, he war not aMe to eotttain him* 
seU; hut prsaeonted hia very kmdred and friends, 
and punished them as if they wef« enemlea ; and 
thia wieksdnem he undertook cot ef a desiM-Hmt 
be might be Umself alone henonred Now for 
thia my assertion about that namion ef Ms^ we have- 
the greatest evidenos, b^ what he £d to henenr' 
Gmssr sod Agrippa, and Ua ether friends ; for 
with what honours he paid hk io s po ets to them who 
were hiaanperiors, the ssmedid he desure tobe paid 
to hknself ; and whathe thought themoetegMseUent 
present he could make another, he diseoveied an 
inclination to have the like pressnted t» himself ; 
but naw the Jewish nation is by thsirkw a stmn- 
9Br to all such things, and accustomed to prdbr 
righteoosnem to glory ; for which reason that nation 
waa not agiseable to Um, be s nuse it wns. out of 
their power to flatter th»lung^a aoMtion wMi sta- 
tueaor tnnplesy or soy ether snoh psit torm a ne es *, 
ami thin Boems tome to have been ati sace th» ee- 
caabn of Herod's criame aatOi his own eonvtiece and 
eeuiMeUom> and of biS'benefiwtiMm aa to {oaeignen 
andthoan that had no rekitiett to bun. 



CHAPTER Yl. 

A» WmhMMAAQ* 10 TttM JBW» Iff eVlBKV ARV MKM 
TO CfiSAB, COMCB&NINO TBB COMPLAINTS THXT 
HAD^ TO HiJIB MUIMSr TIB aSBBX*; WIXR 00- 
HBS or TBK BFWCLB8 WniCB CJmAB- MOf i|0B«rPA 
VBOXB TO TBB' fliaBa POB^ taMMU 

^ 1. Now the eitie» ilWtsaated the Jew» hv Asia, 
and all those also ef the samcaatioBi whieh lived at 
Libya, which joins to Cyreue, while the former 
kings had given them equal prJkvilegpa. with the 
other citizens ; but the Greeks affrented them at 
i} ^\^ time, and that so- far aa to make i^way their 
sacred money, and to do them mischief on othei 
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pftrtieular occftsioos. When, therefore, they were 
thus afflicted, and found no end of the barbarous 
trMttment they met with among the Greeks, they 
sent ambassadors to Ceesar on those accounts ; who 
gave them the same privileges as they had before, 
and sent letters to the same purpose to the gover- 
nors of the provinces, copies of which I subjoin 
here, as testimonials of the ancient favourable dis- 
position the Roman emperors had towards us. 

2. " Cnsar Augustus, high-priest and tribune of 
the people, ordains thus : — Since the nation of the 
Jews have been found grateful to the Roman people, 
not only at this time, but in times past also, and 
chiefly Hyrcanns the high-priest, under my father/ 
Ceesar the emperor, it seemed good to me and my 
counsellors, according to the sentence and oath of 
the people of Rome, that the Jews have liberty to 
make use of their own customs, according to the 
law of their forefathers, as they made use of them 
under Uyrcanus, the high-priest of Almighty God ; 
and that their sacred money be not touched, but be 
sent to Jerusalem, and that it be committed to the 
care of the receivers at Jerusalem ; and that they 
be not obliged to so before anv judge on the Sab- 
bath-day, nor on the day of the preparation to it, 
after the ninth hour ;f but if any one be caught 
stealing thdr holy hooka, or their sacred money, 
whether it be out of the synagogue or public school, 
be shall be deemed a sacrilegious person, and bis 
goods shall be brought into 3ie public treasury of 
the Romans. And I give order, that the testimo- 
nial which they have given me, on account of jny 
regard to that piety which I exercise toward all 
mankind, and out of regard to Caius Marcus Censo- 
rinus, together with the present decree, he propped 
in that most eminent pUtce which hath been conse- 
crated to me by the community of Asia at Ancyra. 
And if any one tranagress any part of what is above 
decreed, he shall be severely punished." This was 
inscribed upon a pillar in the temple of Caesar. 

3. " Ceesar to Norbanus FJaccus, sendeth greet- 
ing. liCt those Jews, how many soever they be, 
who have been used, according to their ancient cus- 
toms, to send their sacred money to Jerusalem, do 
the same freely." These were the decrees of 
CiBsar. 

4. Agrippa also did himself write, after the man- 
ner following, on behalf of the Jews :—<' Agrippa, 
to the magistrates, senate, and people of the £pn»- 
aians, sendeth greeting. I will that the care and 
custody of the sacred money that is carried to the 
temple at Jerusalem be left to the Jews of Asia, to 
do with it according to their ancient customs ; and 
that such as steal that sacred money of the Jews, 
and fly to a sanctuary, shall be Uken thence and 
delivered to the Jews, by the same law that sacri- 
legious persons are takian thence. I have also 
written to Syivanus the pretor, that no one compel 
the Jews to come before a judge on the SaUmth- 
day." 

5. ** Marcus Agrippa to the magistrates, senate, 
and people of Gyrene^ sendeth greeting. The Jews of 
Cyrene have interceded with me for the performance 
of what Augustus sent orders about to Flavius, the 
then pretor of Libya, and to the other procurators 
of that province, that the sacred money may be 



• AarutM bm Mlk Jaltaa 



K sIt. eh. xW. MM. 4. 

i Thto U MthMitle •tM«iiw 
kcipyi to pnpan for Um Mlate 
lyiiiMj, M tka tndiilMi or iha 



Ommt his Jka«r, Ihowgli by Mrth fae 
' Mtopttoabyhlm. Soothtni 



sent to Jerusalem freely, as hath been their custom 
from their forefathers, tiiey complaining that they 
are abused by certain informers, and under pre- 
tence of taxes which were not due, are hindered 
from sending them ; which I command to be re- 
stored without any diminution or dtstiurbanee given 
to them : and if any of that sacred money in the 
cities be taken from their proper receivers, I far- 
ther enjoin, that the same be exactly returned to 
the Jews in that place.*' 

5. ** Caius Norbanus Flacens, proconsul, to the 
magistrates of the Sardians, sendeth greeting. Cae- 
sar hath written to me, and conmmnded me not to 
forbid the Jews, how many soever they be, frona 
assembling together according to the customs of 
their fore&thers, nor from sending their money to 
Jerusalem : I have therefore written to you, that 
you may know that both Caesar and I would have 
you act accordingly." 

7. Nor did JuUus Antonins, the proconsul, write 
otherwise. ** To the magistrates, senate, and peo- 
ple of the Ephesians, sendeth greeting. As I waa 
dispensing justice at Epbesus, on Uie ides of Feb- 
ruary, the Jews that dwell in Asia demonstrated to 
me that Augustus and Agrippa had permitted them 
to use their own laws and customs, and to offer 
those their first fruits, which every one of them 
freely offers to the Deity on account of piety, and 
to carry them in a company together to Jerusalem 
without disturbance. They also petitioned me, 
that I would confirm what had been granted bj 
Augustus and Agrippa by my own sanction. I 
would therefore have you take notice, that accord- 
ing to the will of Augustus and Agrippa, I per- 
mit them to use and do according to the customs 
of their forefathers without disturbance." 

8. I have been obliged to set down these decroes, 
because the present history of our own acts will go 
generally among the Greeks ; and I have herebj 
demonstrated to them, that we have formerly been 
in great esteem, and have not been prohibited by 
those governors we w«re under from keeping any 
of the laws of our forefathers ; nay, that we have 
been supported by them, while we followed our own 
religion, and the worship we paid to God : and I 
frequently make mention of these decrees, in order 
to reconcile other people to us, and to take away 
the causes of that hatred which unreasonable men 
bear to us. As for our customs^: there is no nation 
which always makes use of the same, and in every 
city almost we meet with them different from one 
another ; but natural justice is most agx«eable to 
the advantage of all men equally, both Greeks and 
barbarians, to which our Uws have the greatest re- 
gard, and thereby render us, if we abide in them 
after a pure numner, benevolent and friendly to all 
men, on which account we have reason to expect 
the like return from others, and to inform them 
that they ought not to esteem difference of positive 
institotions a sufficient cause of alienation, but [join 
with us in] the pursuit of virtue and probity, for 
this belongs to all men in common, and of itself alone 
is sufficient for the preservation of human life. 1 
now return to the thread of my history. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

now, UPON HEROD*S QOtyQ DOWN INTO DAY1D*S SB- 
PULCn&B, THE SEDITION IN HIS FAMILY G&BATLY 
mCBBASED. 

§ I. As for Herod, he had spent vast sums about 
ihe dties, both without and within his own king- 
dom : and as he had before heard that H^reanus, 
who had been king before him, bad opened David's 
sepulchre, and taken out of it ttiree thousand talents 
of silver, and that there was a much greater num- 
ber left behind, and indeed enough to suf9ce all his 
wants, he had a great while an intention to make 
the attempt ; and at this time he opened that se- 
pulchre by night, and went into it, and endeavoured 
that it should not be at all known in the city, but 
took only his faithful friends with him. As for any 
money, he found none, as H3rrcanus had done, but 
that furniture of sold, and those precious goods 
that were laid up were ; all which he took away. 
However, he had a great desire to make a more 
diligent search, and to go farther in, even as &r as 
the very bodies of David and Solomon ; where two 
of his guards were skin, by a flame that burst out 
upon those that went in, as the report was. So he 
was terribly affrighted, and went out, and built a 
propitiatory monument of that fright he had been 
in ; and tliis of white stone, at the mouth of the 
sepulchre, and that at a great expense also. And 
even Nicolaus* his historiographer makes mention 
of this monument built by Herod, though he does 
not mention his going down into Uie sepulchre, as 
knowing that action to be of ill repute ; and many 
other things he treats of in the same manner in his 
book ; for he wrote in Herod's life-time, and under 
his reign, and so as to please him, and as a servant 
to him, touching upon nothing but what tended to 
^ gloyy* '^^ openly excusing many of his notori- 
ous crimes, and Tory diligently concealing them. 
And as he was desirous to put handsome colours 
on (he death of Mariamne and her sons, which were 
barbarous actions in the kine, he tells falsehoods 
about the incontinence of Majriamne, and the 
treacherous designs of his sons upon him ; and 
thus he proceeded in his whole work, making a 
pompous encomium upon what just actions he had 
done, but earnestly apologizing for his unjust ones. 
Indeed, a man, as I said, may have a great deal to 
say by way of excuse for Nicolaus, for he did not 
so properly write this as a history for others, as 
somewhat that might be subservient to the king 
himself. As for ourselves, who come of a family 
nearly allied to the Asamonean kings, and on that 
account have an honourable place, which is the 
priesthood, we think it indecent to say any thing 
that is faLse about them, and accordingly we have 
described their actions after an unblemished and 
upright manner. And although we reverence 
many of Herod's posterity, who still reign, yet do 
we pav a greater regard to truth than to them, and 
this though it sometimes happens that we incur 
their displeasure by so doing. 
2. And indeed Herod's troubles in his family 

« It b htn irartii oar otntrvfttloo, how ouvftal JoMpfans wu to tho 
dlMov«f7 of truth in Uorodl hlstoty, alne* h« would not follow Nloolaos 
•rnamaMtta UibmH; aoinot on htacorlan, when < hen wu great reason 
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seemed to be anemented by reason of this attempt 
he made upon David's sepulchre ; whether divine 
vengeance mcreased the cahtmities he lay under, in 
order to render them incurable, or whether fortune 
made an assault upon him, in those cases, wherein 
the seasonableness of the cause made it strongly 
believed that the calamities came upon him for his 
impiety ; for the tumult was like a civil war in his 
palace ; and their hatred to one another was like 
that where each one strove to exceed another in 
calumnies. However, Antipater used stratagems 
perpetually against his brethren, and that very 
cunningly : while abroad he loaded them with ac- 
cusations, but still took upon him frequently to 
apologize for them, that this apparent b^evolence 
to them might make him be believed, and forward 
his attempts against them ; by which means he, 
after various manners, circumvented his father, 
who believed that all he did was for his preserva- 
tion. Herod also recommended Ptolemy, who was 
a great director of the affairs of his kingdom, to 
Antipater; and consulted with his mother about 
the public affairs alsot And indeed these were all 
in all, and did what they pleased, and made the 
king angry against any other persons, as they 
thought it might be to their own advantage ; but 
still the sons of Mariamne were in a worse and 
worse condition perpetually ; and while they were 
thrust out, and set m a more dishonourable rank, 
vfho yet by birth were the most noble, they could 
not bear &e dishonour. And for the women, 
Gkphyra, Alexander's wife, the daughter of Arche- 
laus, hated Salome, both because of her Iotc to her 
husband, and because Gkipfayra seemed to behave 
herself somewhat insolently towards Salome's 
daughter, who was the wife of Aristobulus, which 
equality of hers to herself GUtphyra took very im- 
patiently. 

3. Now, besides this second contention that had 
fallen among them, neither did the king's brother 
Pheroras keep himself out of trouble, but had a 
particular foundation for suspicion and hatred ; for 
he was overcome with the charms of his wife, to 
such a degree of madness, that he despised the 
king's daughter, to whom he had been betrothed, 
and wholly bent his mind to the other, who had 
been but a servant Herod also was grieved b/ 
the dishonour that was done him, because he haid 
bestowed many favours upon him, and had advanced 
him to that height of power that he was almost a 
partner with him in the kingdom ; and saw that he 
had not made him a due return for his favours, and 
esteemed himself unhappy on that account. So 
upon Pheroras's unworthy refusal, he gave the 
damsel to Phasaelus's son ; but after some time, 
when he thought the heat of his brother's affections 
was over, he blamed him for his former conduct, 
and desired him to take his second daughter, whose 
name was Cypres. Ptolemy also advised him to 
leave off affh>nting his brother, and to forsake her 
whom he had loved, for that it was a base thin^ to 
be so enamoured of a servant, as to deprive him- 
self of the king's good- will to him, and become an 
occasion of his trouble, and make himself hated by 
him. Pheroras knew that this advice would be for 
his own advantage, particularly because he had 
been accused before, and forgiven ; so he put his 
wi& away, although he had already had a son by 
her, and eneaged to the king that he would take his 
second dau^ter, and agreed that the thirtieth day 
after should be the day of his marriage ; and swai^ 
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he woaU ^veao luiher otBvwntion witli iier 
wliem 1m had pathway ; but nlm the Ihirtj daye 
fwere over, he wm aueh * riave to hia aiisictioiiay 
ifthat he no longer (lerfonned any IfaiDg he had {oih 
nifledy but contmoed aiili with hia f<«nier wife. 
"Thia oocaeiaBwd Herod to grieve openly, and made 
him angry, while the king dropped one word or 
other againat Pharoras perpetnally ; and many 
«iade the Idng^s anger an opportmatar ibr nueing 
naiamniea agatnet him. Nor had the king any 
longer a single quiet day or hoar, hot oeeeaiona <Kf 
vne foBeh qoecrel or another aroee among hia rela- 
tions. Mid these that were dearest to him ; for £*- 
lome was el a hamh temper, and iU-natuved to 
Marfamne's sons ; nor would she saffer her own 
danghter, who was the w&le of Axiatobiilas, one of 
ihose ynong men, to bear a good*wiU to her hna- 
Jhand, bat persuaded her to tell her if he eaid any 
thing to her in ptirai^ end whan any miaender- 
niendiitgs happened, aa is eommon, she nusod a 
r sai|>ieions out el it : by which meana 
I all their eeneeae, and made the dam- 
nel lil-nntored to Ae yonng man* And in order to 
^gratify her molher, ahemtensaid that the young 
msn need to mention Mariamne when they were 
hy themselves ; and that they hated their father, 
4Mid wove oontmnally thmatenMig, that if they had 
wnee got the kingdom, they mottld make Herodii 
tfona 1^ Ins olhsr wives oounfei^-eohoohnasteEs, for 
ifaat the prsnsnt .edneation which was given them, 
jmd their dilige n ce in learning fitted them for sneh 
«n empleynenk And as for the womoB, whenever 
they saiw ihem adorned with their molhw'e dothes, 
they threatened, that instead ol their present gandy 
^appanel, they should he elothed in saekdot^ and 
ioonfined so doesly that they should not see the 
-light of the eon. Theee stoiiss were prseently ear- 
ned by Salome to the king, who waa tronbled to 
liear them, and endeavonrad to make up matters : 
hut these snspieionB afllietsd him, and hecoming 
anore and more nneamr, he be&eved eveiy body 
a|ainst eveiy hody. However, upon his rebuking 
Jusaons, and hewing the defonee they made for 
thnmsalvee, he was eader for a whiter though a 
Jitae 



4, For FhsBOvsaeame to AlecBsnder, thehosfaand 
«el Gkphym, who waa the daughter ii Arohelaus, 
«a we nafe alnady told you, and said that he had 
4ieand ficosa fiafome, Ihat Herod waa enemoured of 
tSlaphm, and tiuit his passion for her wns ineon- 
Ue. When Aleoomdv heard tfant, he was aH on 
^Are,foomhia ymtHa and jeakmsy ; and he interpreted 
the iBBlsnete of Uesed'e «blignig behavionr to her, 
ndueh were vary foeqant, for the worse, which 
«ame from thons suHpieiens he had on aeeonnt of 
thai word wfauli foil nom Pherensa ; nor eouhi he 
eoneeal his gifof 4it the things but infomed him 
whntwovdeftmiecashadsaid. Upon which Ueiod 
muB in a grsatsr disorder than ever; and not ' 
hif nneh a foise ealamny, which was to bis 
'wna mach disterbed at it : sad often did he lament 
(the wtekedness el his dom o e ti es , and hew good he 
IsUheen to them, and how iU requiteJs thsy had 
nadeham. So he sent for Pbennas, and reproached 
Mni,andeBid,<<1!bonviketof aUmenl art thou 
•name |o #iait immsaanrahle and extravagant degree 
of h^titnie^ aa set only to suppose each Unogs 
of me, hnt to apeak of fhemi I now indeed per- 
ceive what thy intentions are : it is not Ihy only 
aim to refRinaehme) when thou nsesi such worda to 



my son, but thereby to persuade him to plot against 
me, and get me destroyed by poieon ; and who in 
there, if he had not a good gemus at his elbow, as 
hath my son, that woidd bear such a suspicion of 
his fother, but would revenge himself upon him t 
Dost thou suppose that thou hast only dropped a 
word for him to think of, and not rather hast put a 
aword into lus hand to sUy his fother I And what 
dost thou mean, when thou really hatest both him 
and his brothsr, to pretend kindness to them, only 
in order to raise a reproach aninst me;, and talk A 
such things as no one bat such an impious wretch 
as thou art oould either devise in their nund, or 
dechure in their words I Begone, thou that art 
such a plagoe to thy benefactor and thy brother ; 
and msy tutt evil conseienoe of thine |o along with 
thee ; while I etiil overoome my relations by kind- 
ness, and am so for from avenging myself of them, 
as they deserve, that I bestow gnater benefits upon 
them than they are worthy of." 

S. Thus did the king epesk. Whereupon Phen>- 
ras, who was canght in the very act of his viUany, 
said, that '* i^ waa Salome who waa the fosmer ol ' 
this plot, and that the words came from her ;" but 
as soon as she heard that, for she was at hand, she 
cried out, like one that wonld he believed, that no 
such thing ever came out of her mouth ; that they 
all eameatly endeavoured to naake the king hate 
her, and to make her away, because ol the good- 
will she bore to Herod, and because she was always 
foreseeing the dangers that were coming upon him, 
and that at present thwe were more pfots againat 
him than usual : for while she was the only person 
who persuaded her brother to put away the wife 
he now had, and to tske the king's daughter it was 
no wonder if she were hated by him. As she said 
this, and often tore her hair, and often beat her 
breaat, her eountonanoe made her denial to be be- 
lieved, but the perverseness of her manners decfaued 
at the same time her dissimulation in theee pro- 
ceedings ; but Pherorse was caught between tlwm, 
and hsA nothing plausible to offer in his own de- 
fence^ while he confessed that he had said what 
waa charged upon him, but was not believed when 
he said he had hesrd it from Ssiome ; so the eon- 
fusion amoB^ them was increased, and tlieir quar- 
relsome words one to another. At last the king, 
out of his hntred to his brother and uater, aent 
them both away ; and when he had commended 
the modoation of his son, and that he had himself 
told him of the report, he went in the evenins to 
refresh himself. Aflter such a contest as this bad 

Nit among tl] 

', since she i 
caiumny ; and the king's wives were grieved 
at her, as knowing that she was a very ill-ns.tured 
woman, and would sometimes be a friend, and 
sometimes an enemy, at difiiBreai seasons ; so they 
perpetually said one thing or snother against her ; 
and somewhat that now foU out, made them the 
bolder in epeaking against her. 

5. There was one Obodaa, king of Arabia, an 
inactive and alothf ul man in his nature ; but Sylleus 
managed most of his affairs Ux him. He was a 
shrewd man, although he was but yonng, and was 
handsome withal. This Sylleus, upon some occa- 
sion coming to Herod, and sapping with him, saw 
Salome, and set his heart upon her : and under- 
standinr that she waa a widow, he d i scou rs ed with 
her. Now because Salome wee at thia time less in 
fovour with her brother, she looked upon Sylleus 



fallen out among them, Salome's reputation suffered 
greatly, since she was supposed to have first raised 
tfaecain 
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with Bome paseioD, and wm Tcry enniMt to be 
married to nim ; and on the days following there 
appeared many, and those tery ftreat, indications 
of their agreement fogether.* Now the women 
carried this news to the kin^, and laughed at tlie 
indeoencj of it ; wherenpon Herod inquired about 
it farther of Pheroras, and desired him to obserre 
them at sapper, how their behaviour was one t»* 
wurda another ; who told him, that by the signals 
which came from their heads and their eyes, they 
both were eridently in lore. After this Sylleus the 
Axftbian being suspected, went away, but came 
again in two or three months afterwards, as it were 
on that Tety design, and spake to Herod about it, 
and desired that Salome might be given him to 
wife ; for th«t his aflbiity might not be disadvan- 
tageoos to his affidrs, by a union with Arabia, the 
government of which countty was already in effect 
mder his power^ and more evidently would be his 
hereafter. Aecordinf^tyj when Herod discoursed 
with his sister about it, and asked her whether she 
were disposed to tliis mittch, she immediately agreed 
to it ; but when Sylleus was desired to come over 
to the Jewirii religion-, and then he should marry 
ber, and that it was impossible to do it on any other 
tftrma, he could not bear that proposal, and went 
away ; fbr he said, that if he 8hoi:dd do so, he 
should be stoned by the Arabe. Then did Phe- 
TpTS^ reproach Sai6me for her ineontinency, na 
Ad Iher women much more ; and said that Syl- 
leus had (febauefaed her. As for that damsel which 
the king had betrothed to his brother Pheronv*, 
hot he had not taken her, as I have before related, 
because he was enamoured of his former wife, Sa- 
lome desned Herod she might be given to her son 
by Coetobarus : which match he was very willing 
to, but was dissuaded from it by Pheroras, who 
pleaded, that this young man would not be kind to 
oer since her fatlier hi^ been sfatin by him, and 
that it was more just that his son, who was to be 
Ids successor in the tetrarehy, should have her ; so 
he begged his pardon, and persuaded him to do so. 
Aoooramgly the damsel, upon this change of her 
espousals, was disposed of to this young man, the 
Km of Pheroras, the king giving for her portion a 
hundred talents* 



CHAPTER VIII. 
wnt maoY> loox up albzaitdbr, aw SQims frm ; 

WBOM TBT JaumVLAXn, KlirO OF CAPPABOCIA, 
KSCONtilLB» TO HIS FATHXa- HMtOD AOAIK. 

f 1. But still the affain of Herod's fomily were 
no better, but perpetually more trouUesome. Now 
fins aeeident happened, which arose from no decent 
•eeasion, but proceeded so fhr as to bring great 
diflteoltiea upon him. There were eertain eunuehs 
irfaieh the king had, and on aeconnt of their beauty 
mis very fond of them ; and the care of brin^g 
Him: drink wns entrusted to one of them ; of bring- 
xDg him his supper, to another ; and of putting 
him to bed to a tnird, who aho managed the prin- 
cipal aflhira of the government ; and there was one 
toM the ku» that these eunuehs were corrupted by 
Aiezaoder ttie ktng^ son, 1^ great sums of money : 
and when they were asked wliether Alexander had 
had criminal co n v ersa tion with them, they con- 
foss e d it, but said liiey knew of no farther nusehief 
of his aj^unst his father ; but when they were more 



severely tortured, and were in the utmost extrw • 
mity, and the toimentors, oat of oomplianoe with 
Autipater, stretched the rack to the vety utowet, 
they said tliai Alexander bare ill* will and iaaate 
hatred to his father ; and tliat he told tliem that 
Herod despaired to live much longer ; and that, in 
order to cover his great age, he eotoured his haiv 
bhMsk, and endeavoured to ooueeal what would dis- 
cover how old he was ; but that if he would apply 
himself to him, when be should attam the kingdom, 
which in spite of his fother, could come to no one 
else, he should quickly have the first place in that 
kingdom und^r him, for that he was now ready to 
take the kingdom, not only as his birthright, but 
by the prepumtions he had made for obtaining it, 
because a great many of the rulers, and a great 
many of his friends, were of his aide, and those no* 
ill men neither, ready both to do and to suffer 
whatsoever should oomo on that account. 

2« When Herod heard this oonfession, he was all 
over anger and fear, some parte seeming to him 
reproaebful, and some made him suspicwus of dan- 
gers tliat attended him, insomuoh, tlwt on both ao-> 
counto he was provoked, and bittoriy afraid lest: 
some more heavy pk>t was hud against him tlum h»- 
should be then able to escape from ; whereupon he 
did not now make an open seai'ch, bnt sent about 
spies to wateh such as he suspected, for he was now 
dvemm with suspicion and hatred Mainst all about 
him ; and indulging abundance of those suspicions, 
in order to his preservation, he oontinned to 8a»-« 
poet those tiutt were guiltless : nor did he set any 
bounds to himself ; but supposing that those who* 
staid witli him had the most power to hurt him^ 
they were to him very frightful ; and for those that 
did not use to come to him, it seemed enough to 
name them [to make them suspected], and be 
thought himself safer when they were destroyed : 
and at last his domestics were come to that passy 
that being no way secure of escaping themselvesy 
they fell to accusing one another, imd imagining 
that he who first accused another, was most likely 
to save himself ; yet, when any had overthrown 
others, they were hated ; and they were tbonght 
to saffer justly, who unjustly accused others ; and 
they only thereby prevented their own aoouaatton : 
nay, they now executed their own private enmities 
by tills means, and when they were cauahtj they 
were punished in the same way. Thus* wes* watm 
eontrived- to make use of this opportoni^ a* an 
inatrument and a snare against their enemies ; yet^ 
when they tried it, were themselves eoagbt also iii> 
the same snare wfaidi they Uid for others : and th« 
hinv soon repented of what he had done^ beeanes 
he nad no dear evidence of the guilt of those whom 
he had slain ; and yet what was- still more severe 
in him, he did not make use of his repentanoey in 
order to leave off doing the like agam, but in order 
to inflict the same punishment upon their aeousers.' 
8. And in this stato of disorder wero the affun 
of the palace ; and ho had already told auny of his 
friends directly, that thev ought not to ajppesjr he* 
fore him, nor come into the palaee ; and the reason 
of this injunetion was, that [when they were there] 
he had less freedom of acting, or a greater restraint 
on himself on their account ; for at this time it 
was that he expelled Andromaehus and 6emelhi% 
men who had of old been his friends, and been 
very useful to him in the affiursof his kingdooBi 
and been of advantage to his family by their 
embassages and counsels ; and had been tutors to 
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his SODS, and had in a nunner the fint degree of 
freedom with him. He expelled Andromachua, 
beoaiBe his ton Demetrius was a companion to 
Alexander ; and Gremellus, because he knew that 
he wished him well, which arose from his having 
been with him in his youth, when he was at school, 
and absent at Rome. These he expelled out of his 
palace, and was willing enough to have done worse 
by them ; but that he might not seem to take such 
liberW against men of so great reputation, he con- 
tented hmiself with depriring them of their dig- 
nity, and of their power to hmder his wicked pro- 
oeecUnes. 

4. Now it was Antipater who was the cause of 
all this ; who when he kuew what a mad and licen- 
tious way of acting his lather wss in, and had been 
a great while one of his counsellors, he hurried him 
on, and then thought he should bring him to do 
■omewhat to purpose, when eyery one that could 
oppose him was taken away. When therefore An- 
dxomachns and his friends were driven away, and 
had no discourse nor freedom with the king any 
longer, the kiog in the first place examined by 
torture all whom he thought to beiaithful to Alex* 
ander, whether they knew of any of his attempts 
a^unst him : but these died without having any 
tiling to say to that matter, which made the king 
more aealous [after discoveries,] when he could not 
find out what evil proceedings he suspected them 
of. As for Antipater, he was very ssgacioos to 
laise a calumny against those that were really in- 
nooent, as if their denial was only their constant 
and fidelity [to Alexander], and thereupon pro- 
voked Herod to discover by the torture of mat 
nuiAberB, what attempts were still ooDoealed. Now 
there was a certain person among the many that 
was tortui-ed, who said he knew that the young man 
had ofien said, that when he was conunended as a 
tall man in his body, and a skilful marksman, and 
that in his other commendable exercises he ex- 
ceeded all men, these qualifications given him by 
nature, though good in themselves, were not ad- 
vantageous to him, because his father was grieved 
at them, and envied him for them ; and that when 
he walked along with his father, he endeavoured to 
depress and shovten himself, that he might not ap- 



pear too tall ; and that when he shot at any thing 
be was hunting, when his &ther was by, he missed 
lew how ai 
f being superior 



he 
ambitious 



be was hunting, when his &ther was by, 
hia mark on purpose ; for he knew how 
hia &ther was of being superior in such 
So when the man was tormented about this saying, 
and had ease given his body after it, he added, that 
he had his brother Aristobulus for his assistance, 
and eootrived to lie in wait for their fitther, as they 
were hunting, and kill him ; and when they had 
done so, to fly to Rome, and desire to have the 
kingdom given them. There were also letters of 
the young man found, written to hia brother; 
wherain he complained that his father did not act 
justly in giving Antipater a country, whose [yearly] 
revenues amounted to ten hundred talents. Upon 
these coniiBssions Herod presently thought he nad 
■omewhat to depend on, m his own opinion, as to 
his suspicion about his sons : so he took up Alex- 
ander and bound him ; yet did he still continue to 
be uneaay, and was not quite satisfied of the trutli 
of what he had heard ; and when he came to reool- 
2eet himself, he found that they had only made 
juvenile coropbunts and contentions, and that it 
wus »u incredible thing, that when his son should 
saw ttkiu hiiii, lie sbuuld upeiily go to Rome [to 



beg the kingdom] ; so he was desirous to liave 
some surer mark of hia son's wickedness, and was 
very solicitous about it, that he might not appear 
to have condemned him to be put in prison too 
rashly ; so he tortured the principal of Alexander's 
friends, and put not a few of them to death, with- 
out getting any of the things out of them which he 
suspected, ^d while Herod was veiy busy about 
this matter, and the palace was full oi tenor and 
trouble, one of the younger sort, when he was in 
the utmost agony, confessed that Alexander had 
seot to his friendiB at Rome, and desired that he 
might be quickly invited thither by Cfesar, and 
that he could discover a plot against him ; that 
Mithridates, the king of Parthia, was joined in 
friendship with his fsuer aj^dnst the Romans, and . 
that he had a poisonous potion ready prepared at 
Askelon. 

6. To these accusations Herod gave credit, and 
enjoyed hereby, in his miserable case, some sort of 
consolation, in excuse of lus rashness, as flattering 
himself with finding things in so bad a condition ; 
but as for the poisonous potion which he laboured ^ 
to find, he could find none. As for Alexander, he 
was very desirous to aggravate the vast nusfortunes 
he was under, so he pretended not to deny the ac- 
cusations, but punished the rashness of lus father 
with a greater crime of hia own ; and periiape he 
was wilUng to make his £sther ashamed of hia easv 
belief of such calumnies : he aimed espedalfy, if 
he could gain belief to his story, to plague him and 
his whole kingdom ; for he wrote four letters and 
sent them to him, that ** he did not need to torture 
any more persons, for he had plotted against him ; 
and that he had for his partners, Pheroras and the 
most faithful of his friends ; and that Salome came 
in to him by night, and that she lay with him whe- 
ther he would or not ; and that all men were come 
to be of one mind to make away with him as soon 
as they could, and so get clear of the continual fear 
they were in from him." Among these were accused 
Ptolemy and Sapinnius, who were the moat faithful 
fhends to the lung. And what more can be said, 
but that those wlu> before were the most intimate 
friends, were become wild beasts to one another, 
as if a certain madness had fallen upon them, while 
there was no room for defence or refutation, in 
order to the discovery of the truth, but all were at 
random doomed to destruction ! so that some la- 
mented those that were in prison, some those that 
were put to deatli, and others lamented that they 
were in expectation of the same miseries ; and a 
meUncholy solitude rendered the kingdom deform- 
ed, and quite the reverse to that happy state it was 
formerly in. Herod's own life also was entirely 
disturbed ; and, because he could trust nobody, he 
was sorely punished by the expectation of farther 
misery ; for he often fancied in his iinasinationy 
that his son had fallen upon him, or stood by him 
with a sword in his hand; and thus was his mind 
night and day intent upon this thing, and revolved 
it over and over, and no otherwise than if he were 
under a distraction. And this was the sad condi- 
tion Herod was now in. 

6. But when Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, 
heard of the state that Herod was in, and being in 
great distress about his daughter, and the young 
man [her husband J, and grieving with Herod aa 
with a man that was his friend, on account of so 
great a distui'bance as he was under, he came [to 
Jeruaalemj oi. purpose to compose their difTer? 
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enoes ; and, when he found Herod in sach a tem- 
per^ he thought it whol^^ unseasonable to reprovo 
him, or to pretend that he had done any thing 
rashly, for that he should thereby naturally bring 
him to dispute the point with him, and by stiU 
more and more apologizing for himself to be the 
more irritated : he went, therefore, another way to 
work, in order to correct the former misfortunes, 
and appeared angry at the young man, and said 
that Herod had been so very mild a man that he 
hadnotaeted a rash part at all. He also said he 
would dissolve his daughter's marriage with Alex- 
ander, nor oonld in jostice spare his own daughter, 
if she were conscious of any thing, and did not in- 
fbrm Herod of it. When Archelaus appeared to 
be of this temper, and otherwise than Herod ex- 
pected or imagmedy and for the main took Herod's 
port, and was angry on his account, the king abated 
of his harshness, and took occasion from his ap- 
pearing to have acted justly hitherto, to come by 
degrees to put on the affection of a father, and was 
on both sides to be pitied ; for when some persons 
refuted the calunmies that were hud on the young 
man, he was thrown uito a pasuon ; but when 
Archelaus jomed m the accusation, he was dissolved 
into tears and sorrow after an affectionate manner. 
Accordingly, he desired that be would not dissolve 
his son's marriage, and became not so angry as 
before for his offences. So when Archelaus had 
brought him to a more moderate temper, he trans- 
fened the calumnies upon his friends ; and said it 
must be owing to them that so young a man, and 
«ne unacquainted with nudice, was corrupted ; and 
he supposed that there was more reason to suspect 
the brother than the son. Upon which Herod was 
very much displeased at Pheroras, who indeed 
now had no one that could make a reconciliation 
between him and his brother. So when he saw 
that Archelaus had the greatest power with Herod, 
he betook himself to him in the habit of a mourner, 
and like one that had all the signs upon him of an 
undone man. Upon this Archelaus did not over- 
look the intercession he made to him, nor yet did 
he undertake- to change the king's disposition to- 
wards him immediately ; and he said that it was 
better for him to come himself to the king, and 
confess himself the occasion of all ; that this would 
make the king's anger not to be extravagant towards 
him, and that then he would be present to assist 
him. When he had persuaded him to this, he 
gained his point with both of them ; and the ca- 
himnies raised against the young man were, beyond 
all expectation, wiped off. And Archelaus, as soon 
as he had made the reconciliation, went then away 
to Cappadocia, having proved at this juncture of 
time the most acceptable person to Herod in the 
, world ; on which account he gave him the richest 
presents, as tokens of his respectB to him, and being 
on other occasions magnanimous, he esteemed him 
•ne of his dearest friends. He also made an agree- 
ment with him that he would go to Rome, bemuse 
he had written to CSseear about these affairs ; so 
they went together as far as Antioch, and (here 
HsTod made a reconciliation between Archelaus 
and Htus, the president of Syria, who had been 
great?y at variancei and so returned back to Judea. 



CHAPTER IX. 

CONCBIUfllfO THB RBVOLT OP THB TAACHONITIS ; 
HOW 8TLLBUS ACCUSED HBROD BEFOUB CLBSAB ; 
AND HOW HBROD, WHBN CiBSAB WAS ANQBT AT 
HIM, BESOLVBD TO SEND NI00LAU8 TO BOMB. 

§ 1. Whbn Herod had been at Rome, and was 
come back again, a war arose between him and the 
Arabians, on the occasion following : — Hie inha- 
bitants of Trachonitis, after Caesar had taken the 
country away from Zenodorus, and added it to 
Herod, had not now power to rob, but were forced 
to plough the Und, and to live quietly, which was 
a thing they did not like ; and when they did take 
that pains, the ground did not produce much fruit 
for them. However, at the first the king would 
not permit them to rob ; and so they abstained 
from that unjust way of living upon their neigh- 
bours, which procured Herod a great reputation 
for his care. But when he was sailing to Kome, it 
was at that time when he went to accuse his son 
Alexander, and to commit Antipater to Ceasar's 
protection, the Trachonites spread a report as if he 
were dead, and revolted from his dominion, and 
betook themselves again to their accustomed way 
of robbing their neighbours ; at which time the 
king's commanders subdued them during his ab- 
sence ; but about forty of the principal robbers, 
being terrified by those that had been taken, left 
the country, and retired into Arabia, Sylleos en- 
tertaining them, after he had missed of marrying 
Salome, and gave them a place of strength, in which 
they dwelt So they overran not only Judea, but 
all Celesyria also, and carried off the prey, while 
Sylleus afforded them places of protection and 
quietness during their wicked practices. But when 
Herod came back from Rome, he perceived that 
his dominions had greatly suffered by them, and 
smce he could not reach the robbers themselves, 
because of the secure retreat they had in Ihat 
country, and which the Arabian government afford* 
ed them, and yet being very uneasy at the injuries 
they had done him, be went aU over Trachonitis, 
and slew their relations ; whereupon these robbers 
were more angry than before, it being a law 
among them to be avenged on the mun&rexs of 
their reUtions by all possible means ; so they 
continued to tear and rend every thing under 
Herod's dominion with impunity ; then did he 
discourse about the robberies to Satominus and 
Volumnius, and required that they riiould be pun- 
ished ; upon which occasion they still the more 
confirmed themselves in their robberies^ and be- 
came more numerous, and made very great dis- 
turbances, laying waste the countries and villages 
that belonged to Herod's kingdom, and killing those 
men whom they caught, till these unjust proceed- 
ings came to be like a real war, for the robbers 
were now become about a thousand ; — at which 
Herod was sore displeased, and required the rob- 
bers, as well as the money which he had lent Obo- 
das, by Sylleus, which was sixty talents, and since 
the time of payment was now past, he desued to 
have it paid him : but Sylleus, who had laid Obo- 
das aside, and managed aU by himself denied that 
the robbers were in Arabia, and put off the pay- 
ment of the money ; about which there was a hear- 
ing before Satuminus and Volumnius, who were 
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then the preeidents of Svria.* At btft, he, by their 
means, agreed, that within thirty days' time Herod 
should be paid his money, and that each of them 
ahould delirer up the other's subjects reciprocally. 
Now, as to Herod, there was not one of tJie other's 
subjects found in his kingdom, either as doing any 
injustice, or on any ower account ; but it was 
proved that the Arabians had the robbers amongst 



2. When the day appointed for payment of the 
money was past, without SyDeos's performing any 
part of his agreement^ and he was sone to Rome, 
Herod demanded the payment of tne money, and 
that the robbers that were in Arabia should be 
delivered np ; and, by the permission of Satuminus 
and VolnmmwH, executed the judgment himself 
npon those that were refiractory. He took an army 
that he had, and led it hito Arabia, and in three 
days' time marched seven mansions ; and when he 
oame to the garrison wherein the robbers were^ he 
made an anault upon them, and took them all, and 
denotished the place, which was called Raepta, 
but did DO hann to any others. But as the Ambi- 
MM came to their assistance, under Naoeb their 
eaptaisy there ensued a battlCi wherein a few of 
Herod's MMiers, and Naceb, the captain of the 
Ambians, and about twenty of his soldiers feU, 
while the rest betook themselves to flight So when 
be had brought these to punishment, he placed 
three thousand Idumeans in Traehonitis, and 
thereby restrained the robbers that were there. 
He also sent an account to the captains that were 
about PhoBnieu^ and demonstrated that he had 
done nothing but what he ought to do in punishing 
the refractory Arabians, which, upon an exact in- 
quiry> they found to be no more than what was true. 

3. However, messengers were hasted away to 
Sylleus to Rome, and hiformed him what had been 



as is ii8ttal> aggravated every thing. 
Mow SyUeiis had already Insinuated himself into 
the knowledge of Caesar, and was then about the 
palace ; and as soon as he beard of those things, 
ne cfaaqged his habit into bhusk, and went in, and 
told Cnsar that Aiabia was afflicted with war, and 
that all his kingdom was in great confusion, upon 
Herod's teying it waste with his army ; and he 
said, with tears in his eyes^ that two thousand five 
hundred of the principal men among the Arabians 
had been destroyed, and that their captain Naoe- 
hn% his familiar friend and kinsman, was slain ; 
and that the riches that were at Raepta were car- 
ried off; and that Obodas was despised^ whose in- 
firm stats of body rendered him unfit for war ; on 
which aeooont neither he nor the Arabian army 
wien psesent When SylleiB said so^ and added 
invidioaily, that he would not himself have come 
mitof tha csvntry, unleBs he had believed that 
Cnsar would have provided that they should aU 
have peaee ooa with anethery and that, had he 
been thare^ he would haf« taken care that the war 
ihonhl sol have been to HerodV advantage. Ceesar 
was provoked wiien tliis was said ; and asked no 
more than this one question, both of Herod's friends 
that wsrs thers^ and of hia own friendey who were 
eome from Syti^ Whether Herod had led an army 
thither 1 And when they were forced to confess 
•o much, Cnsar, withoot staying to hear for what 
ison ha did it, and hew it was doos^ grew very 
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angry, and wrote to Hend sharply. The sum ef 
his epistle was this, that whereas of old he had used 
him as his friend, he should now use han as his 
subject. Sylleus also wrote sn account of this to 
the Arabians ; who were so elevated with it, thai 
tliey neither delivered up the robbers that had fled 
to them, nor paid the money that was due : tbejr 
retained those paslnrea also whicb they had hiredy 
and kept them without paying thev xenty and all 
this because the king of the Jews was now in a lew 
conditton, by reason of Caesar's anger at hinu 
Those of Traehonitis also niade use of thisoppoi>> 
tunity, and rose up against the Idaaeeaa gnriscoy 
and followed the same way of robbing with tha 
Arabians, who had pilkged their osuntiy, and were 
more rigid in their unjoet prooeedings, aotonljrin 
order to get by it, but by way of rvfenge alaau 

4. Now Herod was ibreed to bear idl this, thai 
confidence of his being quite gone with vduch 
Ceeaar's favour used to Inspire him ; for Gnssr 
would not admit so much as an embasssge inuL 
him, to make an apology for him ; and when they 
came again, he sent them sway without sucesse s 
so he was cast into sadness and fear ; and Sgrlleua^ 
circumstances grieved him exeeediiigiy, wfaowaa 
now believed by Cnsar, and was prssent afeRem% 
nay, sometimee asphring hicber. Now iteaoato 
pass that Qbodas was dead: aBd.£aeas, whoaa 




courtierB, and prsnused much money to Cwumr, 
who indeed was angry that Arstas had not sent to 
him first before he took the kingdom, yet did 
^neas send an epistle to Cnsar, uid a erown of 
gold of the weight of many talenta. New thafe 
epistle oeeased Sylleus as having been a widnd 
servant, and having killed Obodas by poisoa ; aoA 
that wfaile he was aSive he had governed him aa ha 
pleaasd ; and had also debaached the wivss ef tha 
Arabians ; and had borrowed money, in order to 
obtain the dominion for himself : yeidid not Ceesar 
give heed to these aoeusatfaias, but sent his wnhaa* 
sadoss bask withoat rooelving any of his paesenta. 
Bui in the meantinM the affsira eC Judsa and 
Arabia became worse and wmase, partly because ol 
the anarchy they were under, nd partly because, 
bad as they were, nobody had power to govern 
them ; for of the two kings, tha one was not yel 
confirmed in his kingdom, and so had not authority 
sufficient to rsstrain the evU'doers; and aa for 
Herod, Cnsar was immediately angxy at Inm for 
having avenged himself and so he was compelled 
to bear sU the injuries that were offered him. At 
length, when he saw ae end of the mischief whicb 
surrounded him, he resolved to soad ambassadors 
V> Rome again, and see whether hia foienda had 
prevailed to mitigate Ceossr, and to address themr 
aelves to Gnear hiaoself ; and the amhaamdor ha 
aant thither was Nioolana of Damascus. 
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CHAPTER X. 

AQfW BUIITCLBS FAUOBLT ACCUBBD RXBOO*8 SOffS ; 
AND HOW THEIR FATHBft BOUHD THBM, AHO 
WBOTB TO CeSAm ABOUT TUSM. OF STLLEU8 ; 
AHD BOW HB WAS JUCCU8BD BT MlOOLAVa. 

§ 1. Tub diflorden aboot Hennl'a fiunilj Bod 
childreB about tibia time grew mneii wono ; for it 
BOW a)>poared certBiB, nor waa it Boforaaeaii be- 
fopehaady that fortoae thraateoed tin ^iBatoat and 
BMiat inaapportablo miafortonaa poaaiUe to hia 
IdngdoiB. iti prograaaaDd aogmentatioii atthia 
tima aroaaoDlfae ooeaaioBloUowiBg: — One £017- 
bIcb, a Laoedeaiaman (a person of note there, but 
B man of a penrerae misMl, and ao eonning in h|a 
WBja of Tolttptuooaneaa and flattery, aa to indolge 
boti^ and yet Mem to indulge neither of them), 
came in bia traaeh to Herod, and made him pre- 
BMta, but ao that he reeeiyed more preaenta from 
liim. lie alio took anch proper aeaaons for inat* 
BnatiBg bimaelf into hia frieodahip, and he became 
one of the moat intimate of the king'a irienda. He 
bad hia lodging m Antipater'a house ; but he had 
aai only aooeaa, but free eonrersation, with Alex- 
Bnder, aa pretending to him that he waa in great 
frvoor with Arehelana, the king of Cappadoda ; 
arbenoe be pntendad maoh rnpect to Glaphyra, 
BBdy in an oeoolt manner, ealtivated a friendship 
with them all, but always attending to what was 
Bead and done, that he might be fitmiahed witb 
aahimnifa to ptoaae them alL In ahort, he behaTed 
bimnelf ao to erery body in hia oonTonation, aa to 
appear to be bia particular friend, and he made 
others believe that hia being anywhere waa for that 
perBon*a advantnge. So ha won upon Alexander, 
who waa but young ; and persuaded him, that he 
ought open his grieraaeea to him with asauranee, 
and with nobody elae. So he declared hia grief to 
him, bow hia fEither waa alienated from him. He 
reUited to him alao the affiuraof hia mother, and of 
Aniipater ; that he bad driven them from their 
moper dignity, and bad the power orer ewery thing 
LiflMelf ; that no part of thia waa tolerable, aince 
Jiia iather waa afawady oome to hate them ; and he 
added, that he would neither admit them to bis 
table aor hia eonTeraation. Saeh were the eom- 
plawta, aa waa but natural, of Alexander about the 
thiaga that troubled him : and tbeae diaoouraea 
JEoi^daa carried to Antipater, and told him, he did 
not va^am him of thia on hia own account, but that 
being oreroome by hia kindneaa, the great import- 
•oee of the thing obliged him to do it : and he 
warned him to haTO a care of Alexander, for that 
wbnt he aaad waa spoken with Tehemenoy, and that, 
JB oooaeqoonoe of what he aaid, he would certainly 
kill huB with hia own hand. Wher«upon Anti- 
fBter, thinking him to be hia friend by thia adrice, 
gave him prasenta upon alloccaaiona, and at length 
MBsnaded him to inform Herod of what he had 
BBKvd. SowhenhevektedtothekmgAlexander*a 
ill temper, aa diacoToied by the worda he had heard 
Urn speak, he waa easily believed by him ; and he 
therebf bnN^ht the king to that pass, tuminff him 
Bbput by hia words, and irritatiDg him till ne in- 
«raaaed hia hatred to him, and made him implacable, 
which he abowed at that very tinse, for he immedi- 
Btaiy ffave Euryclea ajareaont of ftfty talenta ; who, 
when ha had gotten them, went to AreheUna, king 
of Capydocia, andoonmeBded Aleiander before 



him, and told him that he had been many waya of 
advanta^ to biro, in making a reconciliation be- 
tween him and hia father. So he got money fnm 
him abo, and went away, before his pemiciooa 
practicea were found out ; but when EuryelM was 
returned to LaoedemoBy he did not leave off doing 
Bsiachief ; and ao, for his many acts of i^juataee, ho 
waa banished from hia own country. 

2. But aa for the king of the Jewa, he waa not 
BOW in the temper he waa in formeriy towarda 
Alexander and Ariatobuhw, when he had been eon- 
tent with the hearing their calumniea when othecs 
told him of them, but he waa now come to that paaa 
aa to hate them bimaelf, and to urge mmk to apeak 
againat them, though they did not do it of them- 
aelvea. He alao ouerved all that waa aaid, and 

Eut qoaationa, and gave ear to every one that would 
ut apeak, if they oould but aav any thing against 
them, till at length he heard that £uratua of Ck)a 
waa a conspirator with Alexander ; which tiling to 
Herod waa the moat agreeable and aweeteat news 
imaginable. 

3. But atill a greater miafortoiie came upon tliB 
young men ; while the calumniea againat them wars 
continually increased^ and, aa a man may aay, one 
would think it waa everv one'a endeavour to lay 
aome grievous thing to their charge, which mig^t 
appear to be for the king's preaervatiou. There 
were two guards of Herod's body, who were in 
great esteem for their great strength and tallneaa, 
Jueundua and Tyrannua ; theae men had been cast 
off by Herod, who was di^leased at them i these 
now used to ride along with Alexander, and for 
their akill in their exereieea were in great eateem 
with him, and had some gold and other gifts be- 
stowed on them. Now the king, having an imme- 
diate auapicion of these men, £td them tortured ; 
who endured the torture oourageonaly for a kms 
time ; but at last oonfeaaed that Alexander would 
have perauaded them to kill Herod when he was 
in pursuit of the wild beaata, that it might be aaid 
he fell from hia horse, and was run through with a 
spear, for that he had once auoh a miafortuBs 
fonncriy. They also showed where there was 
money hidden in the stable, under ground ; and 
these convicted the kins's chief hunter, that he had 
given the young men we royal hanting-aneara and 
weaponato Alexander'a dopendantay and at Alex- 
ander's command. 

4. After these, the oommander of the gaxrisoa of 
Alexandriura was caught and tortured ; for he was 
accused to have promised to recaeve the voung men 
into bia fortxesa, and to suppiy them with that mo* 
ney of the king'a which waa laid up ia that fortrasa, 
yet did not he acknowledge any thing of it bimaelf; 
but hia aon came in, and aaid it waa so, and deli- 
vered up the writing, which, ao for aa oould be 
gueased, waa in AJexander'a hand. Ita contenta 
were theae : — ^^'Whea we have finiahed, by God'a 
help, all that we have proposed to do^ we will oome 
to you ; but do your endeavoura, aa you have pro* 
mued, to receive ua into your fortreaa." After thia 
writing waa produced, Herod had no doubt about 
the treaoberoua dcaigns of hia aona againat him ; 
but Alexander said that Diophantua^ the scribe, liad 
imitated his hand, and that the paper was mali- 
ciously drawn up by Antipater; for Diophantua 
appeared to be very cunning in such practicoa ; 
and aa he waa afterwarda couvicted of forging other 
papera, he waa put to death for it 

6. So the king produced those that bad been tor* 
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tared before the multitade at Jericho, in order to 
haye them accuse the young men, which accneen 
many of the people stoned to death ; and when 
they were gciog to kill Alexander and Axistobulns 
likewiae, the king would not permit them to do so, 
but restrained the multitude, by means of Ptolemy 
and Pheroras. However, the young men were put 
under a guard, and kept in eustodV, that nobody 
might come at them ; and all that they did or said 
was watched, and the reproach and fear they were 
in was little or nothing mfferent from those of con- 
demned criminals ; and one of them, who was Aris^ 
toboltts, was so deeply affected, that he brought 
Salome, who was his aunt, and his mother-in-law, 
to hunent wiih him for his calamities, and to hate 
bim who had suffered things to come to that pass ; 
when he said to her, ''Art thou not in danger of 
destruction also, while the report goes that thou 
hadst disclosed beforehand all our affairs to Syl- 
leus, when thou wast in hopes of being married to 
him !" But she immediately carried those words 
to her brother : upon which he was out of patience, 
and gave command to bind him ; and enjoined them 
both, now they were kept separate one from the 
others, to write down all uie ill things th^y had done 
against their father, and bring the writing to him 
So when this was enjoined them, they wrote this ; 
that they had bud no treacherous designs, nor 
made any preparations against their father, but that 
they had intended to fly away ; and that by the 
distress they were in, their lives being now uncertain 
%nd tedious to them. 

6. About tills time there came an ambsssador 
out of Cappadocia from Archelaus, whose name was 
Melas ; he was one of the principal rulers under 
him. So Herod being desirous to show Arche- 
hius's ill-will to him, called for Alexander, as he 
was in his bonds, and asked him again concerning 
his flight, whither and how they had reserved to 
retire ; Alexander replied, — To Archelaus, who 
had promised to send them away to Rome ; but 
that they had no wicked or misehievous designs 
affainst their father, and that nothing of that nature 
wbich their adversaries had diarged upon them was 
true ; and that their desire was, that he might have 
examined Tyrannus and Jucundus more strictly, 
but that they had been suddenly shun by the means 
of Antipater, who put his own friends among the 
multitude [for that purpose]. 

7. When this was said, Herod commanded that 
both Alexander and Melas should be carried to 61a- 
phyra, ArcheUus's daughter, and that she should 
be asked, whether she did not know somewhat of 
Alexander's treacherous designs against Herod f 
Now as soon as they were come to her, and she saw 
Alexander m bonds, she beat her head, and in great 
oonstematiou, gave a deep and a moving groan. 
The young man also fell into tears. This was so 
miserable a spectacle to those present, that, for a 
great while, they were not able to say or to do any 
tiling ; but at length Ptolemy, who was ordered to 
bring Alexander, bade him say whether his wife 
was oonsoious of bis actions. He replied, ^* How 
is it possible that she, whom I lore better than my 
awn soul, and by whom I have had children, should 
not know what I do t" Upon which she cried out, 
that she knew of no wicked designs of his ; but 
tiiat yet, if her aoeusing herself falsely would tend 
to Ilia preservation, she would confess it all. Alex- 
ander replied, ** There is no such wickedneiss as 
those (who ought the least of all so to do) suspect. 



which either I hare imagined, or thou knoweet o& 
but this only, that we had resolved to retire to Ar- 
chelaus, and from thence to Rome." Which she 
also confessed. Upon which Heicd, supposing that 
Archelaus's ill-will to him was fully proved, sent a 
letter by Olympus and Yolnnmius ; and ba^ them, 
as they sailed by, to touch at Eleusa of Cilicia, and 

E've Archelaus the letter. And that when they 
id expostulated with him, that he had a hand in 
his son^s treacherous designs against him, they 
should from thence sail to £Lome ; and that, in case 
they found Nieolaus had gained any ground, and 
that Csesarwas no tonger displeased at him, he 
should give him his letters, ana the proof which he 
liad ready to show against the young men. As to 
ArcheUus, he made his defence for himself, that 
he had promised to receive the young men, because 
it was both for their own and their father's advan- 
tage so to do, lest some too severe procedure should 
be gone upon in that anger and disorder they 
were in on occasion of the present suspicions ; but 
that still he had not nromiwd to send Uiem to te- 
Bar ; and that he had not promieed any tiling else 
to the young men that could show any ili-inU to 

8. When these ambassadors were come to Rome, 
they had a fit opportunity to deliver theur letters to 
GsBsar, because they found him reconciled to Homd ; 
for the circumstances of Nicolaus's embassage had 
been as follows : — As soon as he was come to Rome, 
and was about the court, he did not first of all set 
about what he was come for only, but he thought 
fit also to accuse Sylleus. Now, tiie Arabians, even 
before he came to talk with them, were quarrelling 
one with another ; and some of them left Sylleus'a 
party, and joining themselves to Nieolaus, informed 
him of all the wicked things that had been done ; 
and produced to him evident demonstrations of 
the slaughter of a great number of Obodas's friends 
by Sylleus ; for when these men left Sylleus, they 
had carried off with them those letters whereby they 
could convict htm. When NicoUus saw such an 
opportunity afforded him, he made use of it, in 
order to gain his own point afterward, and endea- 
voured immediately to make a reconciliation be- 
tween Ceesar and Herod ; for he was fully satisfied, 
that if he should desire to make a defence for He- 
rod directiy, he should not be allowed that liberty ; 
but that if he desbed to accuse Sylleus, there would 
an occasion present itself of speaking on Ueiod'a 
behalfl So when the cause was ready for hearing, 
and the day was appointed, Nieolaus, while AretasTs 
ambassadors were present, accused Sylleus, and said 
that he imputed to him the destruction of the king 
[ Obodas], and of many others of the Arabians : that 
he had borrowed money for no good design ; and 
he proved that he had been guilty of adultery, not 
only with the Arabian, but Ronum women also. 
And he added, that above all the rest he had alifln- 
ated CflBsar from Herod ; and that all that he had 
said about the actions of Herod were falsities. 
When Nieolaus was come to this topic, Caesar stop- 
ped him from going on, and desired him only to 
speak to this t^Efair of Herod, and to show tliat he 
had not led an army into Anbia, nor slain two 
thousand fiye hundred men there, nor taken pri- 
soners, nor pillaged the country. To which Nico- 
Uus made this answer : — ^ I slutil principally de- 
monstrate, that either nothing at all, or but a yeiy 
littie, of those imputations are trpe, of which thou 
hast been informed ; for had they been true, thou 
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mijirhtest justly bave been still mere ABgrjr at 
Herod.** At this strange assertkm, Cnsar was 
▼ery attentive ; and Nieolaus said, that there was 
a debt due to Herod of five hundred talents, and a 
bond, wherein it was written, that if the time ap- 
pointed be elapsed, it should be lawful to make a 
seixnre out of any part of his oountry. "As for the 
pretended army/* he said, " it was no army, but 
a party sent out to require the just pavment of the 
money : that this was not sent immediately, nor so 
as the bond allowed, but that Sylleus had frequently 
come before Satuminus and Yolumnius, the presi- 
sidents of Syria : and that at last he had sworn at 
Beiytns, by thy fortune,* that he would certainly 
pay the money within thirty days, and deliver up 
the fugitives that were under his dominion. And 
tiiat when Sylleus had performed nothing of this, 
Herod came again before the presidents ; and upon 
their permission to make a seixure for die money, 
be, with dUBculty, went out of his oountrv with a 
party of soldien for that purpose. And this is all 
the war which these men so tragically describe ; 
and this is the affair of the expedition into Arabia. 
And how can this be called a war, when thy presi- 
dents permitted it, the covenants allowed it, and it 
was net executed till thy name, Cnsar, as well 
as that of the other gods, had been profaned t And 
now I most speak in order about the captives. 
There were robbers that dwelt in Traehonitis : — 
at first their number was no more than forty, but 
they became more afterwards, and they escaped 
the punishment Herod would have inflicted on 
them, by making Arabia their refuge. Sylleus 
received them, and supported them with food, that 
they might be mischievous to all numkind ; and 
gave them a country to inhabit, and himself re- 
ceived the gains they made by robbery ; yet did 
he promise that he would deliver up these men, 
una that by the same oaths and same tune that he 
sware and fixed for payment of his debt : nor can 
he by any means show that any other penona have 
at this time been taken out of Arabia besides these, 
and indeed not all these neither, but only so many 
as could not conceal themselves. And thus does 
the calumny of the captives, which hath been so 
odiously represented, appear to be no better than 
a fiction and a lie, made on purpose to provoke thy 
indignation ; for I venture to amrm, that when the 
forces of the Arabians came upon us, and one or 
two of Herod's party fell, he then only defended 
himself and there fell Nacebos their seneral, and 
in all about twenty-five others, and no more; 
whence Sylleus, by multiplying every single soldier 
to a hundred, he reckons the slain to have been 
two thousand five hundred." 

9. This proToked Cnsar more than ever : so he 
turned to Sylleus full of rage, and asked him how 
many of the Arabians were shun. Hereupon he 
hesitated, and said he had been imposed upon. 
The covenants were also read about the money he 
had borrowed, and the letters of the presidents of 
Syria, and the complaints of the sereral cities, so 
many as had been injured by the robbers. The 
eonoiusaon was this, that Sylleus wasccmdemned to 
die, and that Ceesar was reconciled to Herod, and 
owned his repentance for what severe things he 
had written to him, occasioned by calumny, inso- 



much that he told Sylleus, that he had compelled 
him, by his lying account of things, to be guilty oi 
ingiatitude against a man that was his friend. At 
the last all came to this, Sylleus was sent away to 
answer Herod's suit» and to rc^y the debt that he 
owed, and after that to be punished [with death] | 
but still Caaar was offlended with Aretas, that he 
had taken upon himself the government, withoul 
his consent first obtained, for he had determined 
to bestow Arabia upon Herod ; but that the letters 
he had smt hindered him from so doing ; for 
Olympus and Yolumnius, perceivine that Cnsar 
was now become favourable to Hero^ thought fit 
immediately to deliver him the letters they were 
commanded by Herod to give him concerning hia 
sons. When Gnsar had read them, he thought it 
would not be proper to add another government to 
him, now he was old, and in an ill state with rela- 
tion to his sons, so he admitted Aretas's smhassa- 
dors ; and after he had just reproved him for his 
rashness, in not tarrying till he reoeived the king- 
dom from him, he accepted of his presents^ and 
confirmed him in his government. 



CHAPTER XI. 

HOW HXBOD, BT PBUIiaUON FBOK CJOBAB, AOCinSD 
HIS SONS BBFOaX AN ASSBMBLT OF JDDOB8 AT 
BBBTTTO ; Aim WHAT TBBO SOFFB&BD, FOB UBINO 
A BOUNDLBSS AND MILITABT LIBB&TT OF 8PBBCU. 
OONCBBNINO ALSO TUB DBATH OF THB TOUMa MBM, 
AND THBIB BUBIAL AT ALBXANDBXUM. 

1 1. So Cnsar was now reconciled to Herod, and 
wrote thus to him : — That he was grieved for him 
on account of his sons ; and that in case they had 
been guilty of any profane and insolent crimes 
against him, it would behove him to punish them 
as parricides^ for which he gave him power accord- 
ingly ; but if they had only contrived to fly away, 
he would Jiave him give them an admonition, and 
not proceed to extremity with them. He also ad- 
vised him to get an assembly together, and to ap- 
point some place near Berytu8,f which is a city 
oelonging to the Romans, and to take the presi- 
dents of Syria, and Archelans, king of Cappadocia, 
and as many more as he thought to be illustrious 
for their friendship to bun, wSi the dignities they 
were in, and determine what should be done by 
their approbation. These were the directions that 
Cnsar gave him. Accordingly Herod, when the 
letter was brought to him, was immediately very 
gUd of Cnsar's reconciliation to him, and very ffUd 
also that he had a complete authority given him 
over his sons. And it strangely came about, that 
whereas before, in his adversity, though he had 
indeed shown himself severe, yet had he not been 
very rash, nor hasty, in procuring the destruction 
of his sons ; he now, in his prosperity, took advan- 
tage of this change for the better, and the freedom 
he now had, to exercise his hatied against them, 
after an unheard-of manner ; he therefore sent and 
called as many as he thought fit to this assembly, 
excepting Archelaos ; for as for him, he either 
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■0 tiiAl ke would 
Ikoughl h* WDidd be an oiMteela to hit detifBS. 

2. When the fieeidflotoy and therMt that be- 
limfod to the ei t i ei were come to Benrtw, he kept 
hk tone in a eertain village beteogiog te Sidon, 
ealled PlataM^ bwinear to thieeit^, that if they 
were ealled he might produce them^ for he did not 
think it to bring them before the aaeembly : tad 
wheB there were one hundred and fifty ■mmuuiii 
, Hered came by hinuelf akne, and aeeued 
and in each a way aa if it were not a 
ily aecwiMtioH, and not made bnl eat of 
necieeeity, and npon the midiMtanea he was under ; 
Indeed^ in aneh a way as was vevy indeoent far a 
lather teaeense his aona, lor he waa toj vehement 
and diserdeied when he eame te thedemonatratioB 
of the erime they were aoenaed of^ and gavn the 
nraaiiit aifnaof paanon and barbarity : nor would 
he anffw the ammo ore to oeoeider of the weight of 
the evidenee^ but am o rtnd them to be tnie by hie 
•wn aatkofi^, after a manner moot indeeent in a 
latker agaioift hit aons^ and read himself what 
they tbemaelTes had written, wherein there was no 
eonfeeaion of any plots or oontrivancea against him, 
but onl^ how they had eontrived to fly away, and 
oontainmg withal certain reproaches against him, 
on account of tho ill-will he laare them ; and when 
he came to thcee reproaches, he cried out most of 
all, and eiaggemted what they saki, as if tbev ha4 
senfsmid the deeign against him, — and took his 
eath that he had father loee his kfe than hear snch 
xeproaehfbl words. At last he said that he had 
•nfident authority, both by natnre and by Cnsar's 
grant to him^ [te do what ho thought fit]. He 
also added an aUesatioQ of a law of ueir country, 
which enjoined this :— That if parents had theis 
hands on the head of him that was aceused, the 
i t a nd s f s by were obliged to cast stonee at hun, and 
thereby sby him : which though he were ready to 
do in his own oountry and kingdom, yet did he wait 
for their determinatioa ; and yet th^ eame thither 
not ae mooh as judges^ to condemn them for such 
designe againet him, whereby he had 



aknoat periahed by his sons' means, but as persons 
that had an oppovtumity ef showing tiMir deteeta- 
lion of snch practicee, and deefaviag how unworthy 
a thing is must be in any. even the meet remote^ 
to ^asa over saeh treae n sre i designs [witheot 
pnniehment}. 

8. When tho king had said thhi^ and tho young 
men had not been produced to makoany defence 
for themselvee, the aaeemors pereeived there was 
no room for equity and reconoiliation, so they con- 
firmed his auUtority. And in tho first pkaee, Sa- 
tnminus, a person that had been ceneu^ and one 
of great dignity, pronounced hie sentence, but with 
great moderatiott and tronble ; and said, that he 
oondemnod Herod's sons ; but did not think they 
should be put to death. He had eons of his own ; 
and to put one's son to deaths is a greater misfor* 
tune than any other that could befall him bv their 
means. After him Satuminus's sous, for he had 
three sons that followed him, and were his legates, 
pronounced the same sentence with their lather. 
On the contrary, Volumntus's sentence was to in- 
flict death on such as had been so impiously undu^ 
tiful to their lather; and the greatest pari of the 
feet said the same^ insoarach that tho eonclusion 
seemed to be» Aat the young men were condemned 
to die. Immediately after this Herod came away 
from thence, and took his sons to Tyre, where 



Nioelans aset him in his voyage from Rome ; ef 
whom lie ioqnirsd, after ho had related to him 
what had passed at Berytns, what his ssntiments 
were about his sons, and what his friends at Romo 
thought of tho matter. His answer was, *< That 
what they had determined to do to thee wna inn 
piousy and that thou ongfateet to keep them in pri* 
son : and if thou thankest any thing Isrther nerns 
ssry, tbonsBayest indeed so panieh them, that thon 



mayest not i^ipear to indulge thy anger ; 
to govern thgmlf by judgment; bntif Ihonineliaesi 
tothemikleraide,. thou nuiyeat absolve them, lest 
perhaps thy nwfortuom he rendered inemmMo : 
and this is tho omnion of i 



tho gr e a ter part of thy 
Inends at Borne alsa" Whereupon Heiod wan 
silent, and in great thoughtfulnesss^ and bado If »- 
oolanasatl afeng with him. 

4. Now as may caiM to Ceaatea, ofery body wan 
there talkrng of Herod'a sons; and tho Uugd o n s 
waa in suspease, and the people m. great axpoeti^ 
tien of what would beoome of them, lor a toRiUn 
fear aoiaed upon aU nsen, lest the ancisnt diaordera 
of tho family should ooms to a sad eonclosion, ami 
they were in great trouble about their auifesiiws; 
nor waa it without danger to say aay rash tiim^ 
about this matter, nor even to hear another aaying 
it, but men'a pity waa forced to ho shut up in them- 
selvo^ which m ad aiud tho excess of their sorrow 
veiy hrksomi^ bat very silent; yet was them an 
old soldier ol Herod's, whose namo waa Ters^ who 
had a BStt si tho saoas ago aa Alnander, ami bio 
friend, who waa so very freo as openly to ^peafc 
out what others thought about the smttsr ; and 
was forced to ciy out oftsn among tho muMtado, 
and said, in tho most unguarded mannsr, thattcntb 
was paiishod, and >natbe taken away frsoa men» 
whUe lice and iU>wtll prevniled, ami brought audi 
a mist befiire publie aflBura^ that tho eflendsrs were 
not ahko to seo the greatest misehic& that caa be- 
fUl men. And as he was so bold, ho seemed not 
to have kept himsslf ent of danger, by speahiag so 
freely ; but tho ressoaaUeness ef what ho eaid 
moved mm to n^gazd him as having behaved haa- 
aelf with great manhood, and thia at a poopor tano 
alse^ for which nason every eae heard what ho 
said with pleosuoe : and although thev first took 
escofif their own safety by ksepinff silent tiHak* 
solves, yet did they kindly reeeiee me great £mo- 
domhe took; for the expeetatien they wero in el 
so great an afflietion, put a forse upon, them to 
speak of Tsto whatsoever they pleassd. 

k Thia man had throat himaelf into the kmg^ 
preaenco with thogreatsat f osodom* and dosirsd to 
speak with Una by himself alone, whibh tho kmg 
Dormitted him to do ; wbero ho ssid this :— ^Sineo 
1 am net ahle^ O kiim, to bear up nndjor ao great a 
ooncecnas lamundsr, I have pssfirred. tho use 
ofthiabokilibertorthatlnowtako, whiohmayfao 
for thy advantagoy if thonmind to get any profit by 
it, befora my awn aafe^ Whither is tinr under* 
standing geae, and left thy aeul empty I Whither 
is that extcaoidioacy sagact^ of thtoo gone,, where* 
by tliQu haat performed ao many and nsh ckiriooa 
actions t Whonoa eomee thia solitndo, and dsasr* 
tion of thy frisndsandrelationat Of whicAi I can- 
not but determine that they are neither thy iUonds 
nor relaiaans^ while they overlook such hoorid 
wickednew in thy once happy kingdom. Dost not 
thou per c e ive what is doing I WiU thoa slay these 
two young men, bom of thy queen,, who are accom- 
plished with every virtue in the higheet degree^ 
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And leaTe tbjBdf dotitiita in thjr old age, bnt ts- 
posed to one son, who katli rwy iU managed tbe 
hopes then hast giren him, and to ielatioD% wboae 
death thoa hast so often resolved on thjraell I Doak 
not thou take notice^ that the reij siJenee of the 
multitude at onoe sees the crime, and abhon the 
fact I The whole army and the officers have eom- 
miseration on the poor unhappv youths, and hatred 
to those that are the actors in this matter.^ — These 
' words the king heard, and for some time with good 
temper. But what can one say I When Teio 
plainly touched upon the bad behaiiour and perft- 
diousneea of his domestics, he was moTcd at it ; 
but Tero went on farther, and by degrees used an 
unbounded military freedom of speecfat ow was he 
so well disciplined ss to aeeommodato himself to 
the time : so Herod was greatly disturbed, and 
seemed to be lather reproached by this speech, 
than to be hearing what was for his adrantage, 
while he learned thereby that both the soldiers ab- 
horred the thing he was about, and the officers had 
indignation at it, he gare order that all whom Tero 
had named, and Tero himself, should be bound and 
kept in prison. 

6. When this wss orer, one Trypho, who wss 
the hint's barber, took the opportunity, and came 
and told the king that Tero would often have per- 
suaded him, when be trimmed him with a razor, 
to cut his cfaroal^ for that by thu means he should 
be among the chief of Alexander's friends, and 
reoeiTe great rewards from him. When he had 
Baid this, the king gave order that Tero, and his 
0on, and the barber, should be tortured, which was 
doos accordingly ; but while Tero bore up himself, 
his son, seeing his fiither already in a sad case, and 
with no hope of deliverance, and perceiTing what 
would be the consequence of his terrible snseriogs, 
said, that if the king would free him and his father 
from these torments for wliat he should say, he 
would toil the truth. And when the king had given 
his word to do so, he said that there was an agree- 
ment made, that Tero should lay violent hands on 
the king, because it was easy for him to come when 
he was alone ; and that if, when he had done the 
thing, he should suffer death for it, as was not un- 
likely, it would be an act of generositv done In 
favour of Alexander. This was what Tero's son 
said, and thereby freed his father from the distress 
he was in ; butuncertain it is whether he had been 
thus forced to speak what was true, or whether it 
▼ere a contrivance of his in order to procure his 
own and his father's deliverance f^m their mi- 



7. As for Herod, if he had before any doubt 
about the slaughter of his sons, there was now no 
longer any room left in his soul for it ; but he had 
tMUkisbed away whatsoever might afford him the 
least suraestion of reasoning better about this mat- 
ter, so he already made haste to bring his purpose 
to a conclusion. He also brought out three hun- 
dred of the officers that were under an accusation, 
as also Tero and his son. and the barber that accused 
them, before an assembly, and brought an accusa- 
tion against them all ; whom the multitude stoned 
with whatsoever came to hand^ and thereby slew 
them. Alexander also and Aristobulus were 
brought to Sefoasto, by their father's command, and 
Acre strangled ; but thehrdead bodies were, in the 
nlght^tfane, carried to Alexandrium, where their 
uncle, by the mother'a side, and the greatest part 
of thehr ancestors, had been deposited. 



8. * And now perhaps it nay not 
•onable to some, that such an invstecato hatred 
might increase so much [on both aides], m to pro- 
ceed farther, and overoome nature ; but it may 
iustly deserve consideratioi^ whether it be to be 
laid to the charge of the young men, that thsj gave 
such an occasion to their father's anger, and led 
him to do what he did, and by going on long in the 
same way, put things past remedy, and brought 
him to use them so unmercifully ; or whether it 
be to be hud to the &tber's charge, that he was so 
hard-hearted, and so very tender in the desire of 
government, and of other things that would tend 
to his glory, that he would take no one into a part- 
nership with him, that so whatsoever he woukt 
have done himself might continue immoveable; 
or, indeed, whether fortune has not greater power 
than all prudent reasontn^i : whenoe we are per- 
suaded that human actions are thereby determmed 
beforehand by an inevitable necessity, and we call 
her Fate, because there is nothing which is not 
done by her ; wheiefore I suppose it will be suffi- 
cient to compare this notion with that other, which 
attributes somewhat to ourselves, and renders men 
not unaccountable Ua the diAerent conducts of 
their lives ; which notion is no other that the phi- 
losophical determination of our andent law. Ae- 
oordiagly, of the two other ca u ses of this sad events 
any body may lay the blame on the jronng men, 
who acted by youthful vani^t *nd pride of their 
royal birth, that they should bear to hear the 
calumnies that were raised a^ainat their father, 
while certainly thev were not equitable judgea of 
the actions of Lis life, but ill-natured in nwecting, 
and intemperate in speakiog of it, and on both ae- 
oounto easily caught by those that observed them, 
and revealed them to gain favour : yet cannot their 
father be thought woraiy of excuse, as to that hor- 
rid impiety which he was guilty of about thenii 
while he ventured, without ai^ certahi evidence of 
thehr treacherous designs against himy and without 
any proofs that thev had made preparations for 
such an attempt, to kill his own sods» who were of 
very comely bodies^ and the peat darlinga <Kf other 
men, and no way deficient m their conduct, whe* 
ther it were in hunting, or in warlike exeroisea, or 
in speaking upon occasional topica of discourse ; 
for ui all Uiese they were skilful, and especially 
Alexander, who was the eldest} for eertainly it had 
been sufficient, even though he had eondemiied 
them, to have kept them alive io bonds, or to let 
them live at a distance from his dominionB in 
banishment^ while he was surrounded by the Bo- 
man foroes, which were a strong security to him, 
whose help would prevent his suffering asv thing 
by a sudden onset,^ or bv open force ; out tor him 
to kin them on the sudden, in order to gratify a 
passion that governed bimj^ waa a demonstiation of 
msuflerable unpietpr. He also waa guilty of so 
great a crime in his ohl age ; nor wiU the delaya 
that he made, and the length of time in which the 
thing waa done, plead at all for his excuse ; for 
when a man is on a sudden amazedy and hi commo- 
tion of mindf and then oommita a wicked action, 
although this be a heavy crime, yet it is a thing 
that frequently happens ; but to do H upon deli- 
beration, and after frequent attempts, and as fre- 
quent puttings-off, to undertake it at last^ and 

tag ia tbf* eld Latin vanton, M Bpa(th«la» tnily obMrvw; wn is thn% 
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mcoomplish it, was the action of a murderous mind, 
and such as was not easily moved from that which 
was evil : and this temper he showed in what he 
did afterward, when he did not spare those that 
seemed to he the best beloved of his friends that 
were left, wherein, though the justice of the pun- 



ishment caused those that perished to be the less 
pitied, yet was the barbari^ of the man here 
equal, in that he did not abstain from thdr slaagh- 
ter also. But of those persons we shall have occa- 
sion to discourse more hereafter. 



BOOK XVII. 

COIfTAINIMO THB INTBRVAL OF FOUBTBBN YRABS. 

FROM ALEXANDER AND ARISTOBULUS'S DEATH TO THE BANISHMENT OF 

ARCHEIAUS. 



CHAPTER L 

BOW ANnPATBB WAS HATBD BT ALL THE NATION 
[of THB JBWS] FOB THB 8LAUQHTEB OF UIB 

bbbthebn; and how, fob that bbason, he 

GOT into PECULIAE FAYOUB WITH HIS F&IBNDS 
AT BOMB, BT OIVINO THEM MANT PBBSBNTS ; AS 
HE DID ALSO WITH 8ATURNINUS, THE PRESIDENT 
OF SYRIA, AND THE OOVBRNOBS WHO WERE UN- 
DER HIM ; AND CONCERNING HEROD'S WIVES AND 
CHILDREN. 

§ 1. When Antipater had thus taken off his bre- 
thren, and had brought his father into the highest 
degree of impiety, till he was haunted with furies 
for what he had done, his hopes did not succeed to 
his mind, as to the rest of his life ; for although he 
was delivered from the fear of his brethren being 
his rivahi as to the government, yet did he find it a 
very hard thing, and almoet impracticable, to come 
at the kingdom, because the lutred of the nation^ 
against him on that account was become very great ; 
and, besides this very disagreeable circumstance, 
the affairs of the soldiery grieved him still more, 
who were alienated from him, from which yet these 
kings derived all the safety which they had, when- 
ever they found the nation desirous of innovation : 
and all this danger was drawn upon him by his de- 
struction of his brethren. However, he governed 
the nation jointly with lus father, being indeed no 
other than a kmg alreadv; and he was for that 
rery reason trusted, and more firmly depended 
on, for which he ought himself to have been put 
to death, as appearing to have betrayed his brethren 
out of his concern for the preservation of Herod, 
and not rather out of his ili-wiU to them, and be- 
fore them, to his father himself ; and this was the 
accursed state he was in. Now, all Antipater's 
contrivances tended to make lus way to take off 
Herod, that he might have nobody to accuse him 
in the rile practices he was devising ; and that 
Herod might have no refuge, nor any to afford 
him their assistance, since they must thereby have 
Antipater for tibeir open enemy ; insomuch that 
the rery plots he had laid against his brethren, 
were occasioned by the hatred he bore his father. 
But at this time he was more than ever set upon 



the execution of his attempts against Herod, be* 
cause, if he were once dead, the government would 
now be firmly secured to him ; but if he were suf- 
fered to live any longer, he should be in danffer 
upon a discovery of that wickedness of which lie 
had been the contriver, and his father would then 
of necessity become his enemy. And on this ac- 
count it was that he became very bountiful to his 
father's friends, and bestowed great sums on seve- 
ral of them, in order to surprise men with his good 
deeds, and take off their hatred against them. And 
he sent great presents to his friends at Rome par- 
ticularly, to gain their good-will ; and, above all, 
to Satuminus, the president of Syria. He also 
hoped to gain the favour of Satuminus's brother 
with the large presents he bestowed on him ; as 
also he used the same art to [Salome] the kind's 



friends. And, when he counterftuted friendship to 
those with whom he conversed, he was very subtle 
in gaining their belief, and very cunning to hide his 
hatred against any that he really did hate. But 
he could not impose upon his aunt, who understood 
him of a long time, and was a woman not easily to 
be deluded, especially while she had already used 
all possible caution in preventing his pernicious de- 
signs. Although Antipater's uncle by the mother|B 
side was married to her daughter, and this by his 
own oonnivanoe and management, while she had 
before been married to Aristobulus, and while Sa- 
lome's otlier daughter by that husband was mairied 
to the son of Calleas ; yet that marriage was no 
obstacle to her, who knew how wicked he was, in 
her discovering his designs, as her former kindred 
to him could not prevent her hatred of him. Now 
Herod had compelled Salome, while she was in love 
with Sylleus the Arabian, and had taken a fondness 
to him, to marry Alexas ; which match was by her 
submitted to at the instance of Julia, who persuaded 
Salome not to refuse it, lest she should herself be 
their open enemy, since Herod had sworn that he 
would never be friends with Salome if she would 
not accept of Alexas for her husband ; so she sub- 
mitted to Julia, as being Cossar's wife ; and besides 
that, she advised her to nothing but what was ve^ 
much for her own advantage. At this time also it 
was that Herod sent back king Arehelaus's daugh- 
ter, who had been Alexander's wife, to her fiUher, 
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retumiiig the portion he had with her out of his 
own estate, that tiiere might be no dispute between 
them about it. 

2. Now Herod brought up his sons' children with 
great care ; for Alexander had two sons by Gla- 
phjra ; and Aristobulus had three sons by Ber- 
niee, Salome's daughter, and two daughters^ and 
as his friends were once with him, he presented 
the children before them ; and deploring the hard 
fortnne of his own sons, he prayed that no such ill 
fortune would befall these who were their children, 
but that they might improve in virtue, and obtain 
what they justly deserved, and mi^ht make him 
amends for his care of their education. He also 
caused them to be betrothed against they should 
come to the proper sge of marriage ; the elder of 
Alexander's sons to Pherorss's daughter, and Anti- 
pater's daughter to Aristobulus's eldest son. He 
also allotted one of Aristobulus's daughters to Anti* 
pater's son, and Aristobulus's other daughter to 
Herod, a son of his own, who was bom to. hun by 
the high-priest's daughter : for it is the ancient 
practice among us to mive many wives at the same 
time. Now the king made these espousals for the 
children, out of commiseration of tnem now they 
were fatherless, as endeavouring to render Anti- 
pater kind to them by these intermarriages. But 
Antipater did not £ul to bear the same temper of 
mind to his brotliers' children which he had bom 
to his brothers themselves ; and his lather's con- 
cern about them provoked his indignation against 
them upon his supposal, that they would become 
greater than ever his brothers had been ; while 
Archelans, a king, would support his daughter's sons, 
and Pheroras, a tetrarch, would accept of one of the 
daughters as a wife to his son. What provoked 
him also was this, that all the multitude would so 
commiserate these &therles8 children, and w hate 
him [for making them fatherless], that all would 
come out, since they were no strangers to his vile 
disposition towards his brethren. He contrived, 
therefore, to overtum his fiither's settlements, as 
thinking it a temble thmg that they should be so 
related to him, and be so powerful withaL So 
Herod yielded to him, and changed his resolution 
at his entreaty $ and the determination now was, 
that Antipater himself should marry Aristobulus's 
daughter, and Antipater's son should marry Phe- 
roras's daughter. So tlie espousals for the mar- 
riages were changed afteb this manner, even with- 
out the king's real approbation. 

3. Now Herod * uie king had at this time nine 
wives ; one of them Antipater's motiier, and ano- 
ther the high«prieet's daughter, by whom he had a 
son of his own name. He had also one who was 
his brother's daughter, and another his sister's 
daughter ; which two had no children. One of his 
wives also was of the Samaritan nation, whose sons 
were Antipas and Archelans, and whose daughter 
was Olympias ; which daughter was afterwards 
married to Joseph, the king*s brother's son ; but 
ArcheUns and Antipas were brought up with a cer- 
tain private man at Rome. Herod had also to 

* wife Ckopfttra of Jerusalem, and by her he had 
his sons Herod and Philip ; which last was also 
brought up at Rome : Pallas was also one of his 
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wives, who bare him his son Phasaelus ; and be- 
sides these, he had for his wives Phedra and Elpis, 
by whom he had his daughters Roxana and Sa- 
lome. As for his elder daughters bv the same mo- 
ther with Alexander and Aristobulus, and whom 
Pheroras neglected to marrv, he gave the one in 
marriage to Antipater, the king's sister's son, and 
the otbier to Phasaelus, his &other^8 son ^— and 
this was the posterity of Herod. 



CHAPTER II. 

CONCR&inNO ZAVARIS, THE BABVLONIAN JBW ; COlf- 
CKRNINQ THB PL0I8 LAID BT ANTIPATER AGAINST 
HIS FATHER ; AND SOMEWHAT ABOUT THB PHA- 
RISEES. 

y 

§ 1. And now it was that Herod, being desirous to 
secure himself on the side of the Trachonites, 
resolved to build a village as large as a city for 
the Jews, in the middle of that country, which 
might make his own country difficult to be as- 
samted, and whence he might be at hand to make 
sallies upon them, and do them a mischief. Ac- 
cordingly, when he understood that there was a 
man ^o was a Jew come out of Babylon, with 
five hundred horsemen, all of whom could shoot 
their arrows as they rode on horseback, and, with 
a hundred of his relations, had passed over Eu- 
phrates, and now abode at Antioch by Daphne of 
Syria, where Satnminus, who was then president, 
had given them a pkuse for habitation called Yala- 
tha, he sent for this man, with the multitude that 
followed him, and promised to give him Und in 
the toparchy called Batanea, which oountiy is 
bounded with Trachonitis, as desirous to make 
that his habitation a guard to himself. He lUso 
engaged to let him hold the country free from 
tribute, and that they should dwell enUrely witiiout 
paving such customs as used to be paid, and gave 
it him tax-free. 

2. The Babylonian was induced by these offers 
^ come hither ; so he took possession of the land, 
and built in it fortresses and a village, and named 
it Bath^ra. Whereby this man became a safeguard 
to the inhabitants against the Trachonites, and 
preserved those Jews who came out of Babylon, 
to offer their sacrifices at Jerusalem, fr«m being 
hurt by the Trachonite robbers; so that a great 
number came to him from all those parts wnero 
the ancient Jewish laws were observed, and the 
country became full of people, by reason of their 
universal freedom from taxes. This contmued 
durmg the life of Herod ; but when Philip, who 
was [tetrarch] after him, took the government, he 
made them pay some small taxes, and that for a 
little while only ; and Agrippa the Great, and his 
son of the same name, although thev harassed 
them greatly, yet would they not take theur liberty 
away. From whom, when the Romans have now 
taken the soverament into thefr own hands, they 
still gave them the privilege of their freedom, but 
oppress them entirely with the imposition of taxes. 
Of which matter I shall treat more aeeniately in 
the progress of this historv.f 

8. At length Zamaris the Babylonian, to whom 
Herod had given that country for a possession, 
died; having lived virtuously, and left children 

i Thia ia now waatiai. 
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of a good character behind him ; one of whom 
waa jfacim, who waa famoua for his valuur, and 
taught his Babylonians how to ride theii* horses ; 
and a troop of them were gnards to the foremen- 
tioned kings ; and when Jacim was dead in his old 
age, he left a son whose name was Philip, one of 
great strengtli in his hands, and in other respects 
also more eminent for his valour than any of his 
contemporaries; on which account there was a 
confidence and firm friendship between him and 
Idas Agrippa. He had also an army which he 
mamtained, as great as that of a king ; which he 
exercised and led wheresoever he had occasion to 
march. 

4. When the affairs of Herod were in the con- 
dition I have described, all the public affairs de- 
pended upon Antipater ; and his power was such, 
that he could do good turns to as many as he 
pleased, and this by his father's concession, in 
Dopes of bis good-will and fidelity to him ; and 
this till he ventured to use his power still farther, 
because his wicked designs were concealed from 
his father, and he made him believe every thing 
he said. He was also formidable to all, not so 
much on account of the power and authority he 
had, as for tlie shrewdness of his vile attempts 
beforehand ; but he who priupipally cultivated a 
friendship with him was Pheroras, who received 
the like marks of his friendship ; while Antipater 
had cunningly encompassed him about by a com- 

e&ny of women, whom he placed as guards about 
im ; for Pheroraa was greatly enslaved to his 
wife, and to her mother, and to 'her sister ; and 
this notwiihstanding the hatred he bare them, for 
the indiniities they had offered to his virgin daugh* 
ters. Yet did he bear them ; and nothing was to 
be done without the women, who had got this man 
into their circle, and continued still to assist each 
other in all things, insomuch that Antipater waa 
entirely addicted to them both by himself and by 
his mother ; for these four women* said all one and 
the same thing ; but the opinions of Pheroras and 
Antipater were different in some points of no cou- 
eequence. But the king's sister [Salome] was 
their antagonist, who for a good while had look^ 
about all their affairs, and was apprised that tliia 
tlieir friendship was made, in order to do Herod 
some mischief, and was disposed to inform the 
king of it ; and since these people knew tliat their 
friendship was very di&agreeable to Herod, as 
tending to do him a mischief, they contrived that 
their meetings sliould not be discovered ; so they 
pretended to hate one another, and abuse one 
another when time served, and especially when 
Herod was present, or when any one was there 
that would tell him ; but still their intimacy waa 
firmer than^ ever, when they were private ; and 
this was the course they took. But they could not 
conceal from Salome neither their first contrivance, 
when they set about these their intentions, nor 
when tliey had made some progress La them ; but 
she seardied out every thing, and, aggravating the 
relations to her brother, declared to him, as well 
their secret assemblies and compotations, as tlieir 
Gounaels taken in a clandestine manner, which, if 
they were not in order to destroy him, they might 
well enough have been open and public ; but to 
appearance they are at variance, and speak about 
one another as if they inteuded one another a 

PlMmwrB wU», sad hcTmoUMir sad tliter, aad Bora, AatiiAtcrt 



mischief, but agree so well together when they are 
out of the sight -of the multitude; for when tliey 
are alone by themselves they act in concert, and 
profess that they will never leave off their friend- 
ship, but will fight against those from whom they 
conceal tlieir designs : and thus did she search out 
tliese things, and get a perfect knowledge of them, 
and then told her brother of them, who understood 
also of himself a great deal of what she said, but 
still durst not depend upon it, because of the sus- 
picions he had of hia sister's calumnies ; for there 
was a certain sect of men that were Jews, who 
valued tliemselves highly upon the exact skill they 
had in the law of their fathers, and made men 
believe they were highly favoured by God, by whom 
tliis set of women were inveigled. These are those 
that are called the sect of the Pharisees, who were 
in a capacity of greatly opposing kings. A cunnmg^ 
sect they were, and soon elevated to a pitch of open 
fighting and doing mischief. Accordingly, when 
all the people of the Jews gave assurance of their 
good-will to Ceesar, and to tlie king's government, 
these very men did not swear, being above six 
thousand ; and when the king imposed a fine upon 
them, Pheroras's wife paid their fine for them. 
In order to requite which kindness of hers, since 
they were believed to have the foreknowledge of 
things to come by divine inspiration, they foretold 
how God had decreed that Herod's government 
should cease, and his posterity should be deprived 
of it ; but that the kingdom should come to her 
and Pheroras. These predictions were not con- 
cealed from Salome, but were told the king; aa 
also how they had perverted some persona about 
the palace itself. So the king slew such of the 
Pharisees as were principally accused, and Bagoas 
the eunuch, and one Carus, who exceeded ail men 
of that time in comeliness, and one that was hia 
catamite. He slew aUo all those of hia own family 
who had consented to what the Pharisees foretold ; 
and for Bagoas, he had been puffed up by them, 
as though he sliould be named the father and the 
benefactor of him who, by the prediction, was fore- 
told to be then* appointed king ; for that this king 
would have all things in his power, and would 
enable Bagoas to marry, and to have children of 
hia own body begotten. 



CHAPTER III. 

CONCERNING THfi ENHITT BETWEEN BEBOD AND 
PUEBOBAS ; HOW HEROD SENT ANTIPATBB TO 
CJBSAB; AMD OF THE DEATH OF PHEEOBAS. 

§ 1. When Herod had punished those Pharisees 
who had been convicted of the foregoing crimes^ 
he gathered an assembly together of hia friends, 
and accused Pheroras's wife ; and ascribing the 
abuses of the virgins to the impudence of that wo- 
man, brought an accusation against her for the 
dishonour she had brought upon them : that she 
had studiously introduced a quarrel between him 
and his brother ; and, by her ill temper, had 
brought them into a state of war, both by her words 
and actions : that the fines which he had laid had 
not been paid, and the offenders had escaped 

Cishment by her means ; and that nothing which 
of late been done, had been done without her : 
** for which reason Pheroras would do well, if he 
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would of his own aecord, and by his own command, 
and not at my entreaty, or as following my opinion, 
put this his wife away, as one that will still be the 
oeeaalon of war between thee and me. And now, 
Pheroras, if thou valuest thy relation to me, put 
this wife of thine away ; for by this means thou 
wilt continue to be a brother to me, and wilt abide 
in ^y loTe to me." Then said Pheroras (although 
he was pressed hard by the former words), that as 
he would not do so unjust a thing as to renounce 
his brotherly relatbn to him, so would he not leave 
off his affection for his wife ; that he would rather 
ehooee to die^ than to live and be deprived of a wife 
that was so dear unto him. Hereupon Herod put off 
his anger against Pheroras on these accounts, al- 
though he himself thereby underwent a very uneasy 
puniuiment. However, he forbade Antipater and 
his mother to have any conversatioa with rheroras, 
and bade them to take care to avoid the assemblies 
of the women: which they promised to do, but 
still got together when occasion served ; and both 
Pheroras and AnUpater had their own merry 
meetings. The report went also, that Antipater 
had criminal eonversation with Pheroras's wife, 
and that they were brought together by Antipater's 
mother. 

2. But Antipater had now a suspicion of his 
father, and was afraid that the effects of his hatred 
to him might increase ; so he wrote to his friends 
at Rome, and bade them send to Herod, that he 
would immediately send Antipater to Cessar ; 
which when it was done, Herod sent Antipater 
thither^ and sent most noble presents along wiih 
him ; as also his testament, wherein Antipater was 
appointed to be his successor: and that if Anti- 
pater should die first, his son [Herod Philip], by 
the high-priest's daughter, should succeed. And, 
together with Antipater, there went to Rome, Syl- 
leus the Arabian, although he had done nothing of 
all that Caesar had enjoined him. Antipater also 
accused him of the same crimes of which he had 
been formerly accused by Herod. SvUeus was 
also accused by Aretas, that without his consent 
he had slain many of the chief Arabians at Petra ; 
and particularly Soemus, a man that deserved t^ 
be honoured by all men, and that he had slaiiP 
Fabatus, a servant of Caesar. These were the 
things of which Sylleus was accused, and that on 
the occasion following : — There was one Corinthus, 
belonging to Herod, of the guards of the king's 
body, and one who was greatly trusted by him. 
Sylleus had persuaded this man with the offer of 
a great sum of money to kill Herod ; and he had 
promised to do it. When Fabatus had been made 
acquainted with tliis, for Sylleus had himself told 
him of it, he informed the king of it ; who caught 
Corinthus, and put hun to the torture, and thereby 
got out of him the whole conspiracy. He also 
caught two other Arabians, who were discovered 
by Corinthus ; the one the head of a tribe, and the 
other a friend to Sylleus, who both were by the 
king brought to torture, and confessed that they 
were to come to encourage Corinthus not to fail of 
doing what he had undertaken to do ; and to assist 
him with their own hands in the murder, if need 
should require their assistance. So Satuminus, 
upon Herod*s discovering the whole to him, sent 
tliem to Rome. 

3. At this time Herod commanded Pheroras, 
that since he was so obstinate iu his affection for 
his wife^ he should retire into his own tetrarchy ; 
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which he did very willingly, and sware many oatlia 
that he would not come again till he heard that 
Herod was dead. And indeed when upon a sick- 
ness of the king, he was desired to come to him 
before he died, that he might entrust him with some 
of his injunctions, he had such a regard to his oath, 
that he would not come to him ; yet did not Herod 
so retam his hatred to Pheroras, but remitted of his 
purpose [not to see him] which he before had, and 
that for such great causes as have been abeady 
mentioned : but as soon as he began to be iU he came 
to him, and this without being sent for ; and when 
he was dead he took care of his funeral, and'^^had 
his body brought to Jerusalem, and buried there, 
and appointed a solemn mourning for him. This 
[death of Pheroras] became the origin of Antipater'a 
misfortunes, although he had already sailed for 
Rome, God now being about to punish him for the 
murder of his brethren. ' I will explain the history 
of this matter very distmctly, that it may be for a 
warnmg for mankind, that they take care of con- 
ducting their whole lives by the rules of virtue. 



CHAPTER IV. 

PHftBORAS'S WIPB IS ACCCSBD BY BIS FRBBDMEN 
AS GUILTY OP POISOXINO HIM ; AND HOW HEBOn 
UPON BXAMININO OF THB HATTEB BY TOKTURE, 
POUND THE poison; BUT SO THAT IT HAD BBEN 
PREPARED FOR HIMSELF BY HIS SON ANTIPATER ; 
AND UPON AN INQUIRY BY TORTURE, HE DI9G0- 
VRRSO THE DANGEROUS DESIGNS OF ANTIPATER. 

§ 1. As soon as Pheroras was dead, and his funeral 
was over, two of Pheroras's freedmen, who were 
much esteemed by him, came to Herod, and en- 
treated him not to leave the murder of his brother 
without avenging it, but to examine into such an 
unreasonable and unhappy death. When he was 
moved with these words, for they seemed to him to be 
true, they said that Pheroras supped with his wife 
the day before he fell sick, and that a certain potion 
was brought to him in a sort of food as he was not 
used to eat ; but that when he had eaten it he died 
of it : that tJiiis potion was brought out of Arabia 
by a woman, under pretence indeed as a love po- 
tion, for that was its name, but in reaUty to kill 
Pheroras ; for that the Arabian women are skil- 
ful in making such poisons : and the woman to 
whom they^ ascribe this, was confessedly a most 
intimate friend of one of Sylleiis's mistresses ; and 
that both the mother and the sister of Pheroras's 
wife had been at the place were she lived, and had 
persuaded her to sell them this potion, and had 
come back and brought it with them the day be- 
fore that of his ^supper. Hereupon the king was 
provoked, and put the women sUves to the torture, 
and some that were free with them ; and as the 
&ct did not yet appear, because none of them would 
confess it, at length one of them, under the utmost 
agonies, said no more but this, that she prayed that 
Grod would send the like agonies upon Antipiiter's 
mother who had been the occasion of these mise- 
ries to all of them. This prayer induced Herod to 
increase the women's tortures, till thereby all was 
discovered : their merry meetings, their secret as- 
semblies, and the disclosing of what he had said to 
his son aione unto Pheroraas * women. ( Now what 
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Ilerod had charged Antipater to conceal^ was the 
gift of a hundred talents to him, not to have any 
oonTersation with Pheroras.) And what hatred 
he bore to his &ther ; and that he oomphdned to 
his mother how very long his fother lived ; and 
that he was himself almost an old man, insoranch 
that if the kingdom should come to him, it would not 
afford him any ereat pleasure ; and that there were 
a ^at many of his brothers^ or brothers' children, 
brmging up, that might have hopes of the kingdom 
as well as himself ; ul which made his own hopes 
of it uncertain ; for that even now, if he should 
himself not live, Herod had ordained that the go- 
▼emment should be conferred, not on his son, but 
rather on a brother. He also had accused the 
king of great barbarity, and of the slaughter of 
his sons ; and that it was out of the fear he was 
under, lest he should do the like to him, that made 
him contrive this his journey to Rome, and Pheroras 
oontrive to go to his own tetrarchy.* 

2. These confessions agreed with what his sister 
had told him, and tending greatly to corroborate her 
testimony, and to free her from the suspicion of 
her unfaithfulneBS to him. So the king having 
satisfied himself of the spite which Doris, Antipa- 
tor's mother, as well as himself, bore to him, took 
away from her all her fine ornaments, which were 
worth many talents, and sent her away, and en- 
tered into friendship with Pheroras s women. 
But he who most of all irritated the king against 
his son, was one Antipater, tibe procurator of Anti- 
pater the king's son, who, when he was tortured, 
among other things, said that Antipater had pre- 
pared a deadly potion, and given it to Pheroras, 
with his desire that he would give it to his father 
during his absence, and when he was too remote to 
have the least suspicion cast upon him thereto re- 
lating ; that Antiphilus, one of Antipater's friends, 
brought that potion out of Egypt ; and tiiat it 
was sent to Pheroras by Thendion, the broker 
of the mother of Antipater, the king's son, and by 
that means came to Fheroras's wife, her husband 
having given it her to keep. And when the king 
Asked her about it, she confessed it ; and as she 
was running to fetch it, she threw herself down 
from the house top, yet did she not kill herself, be- 
cause she fell upon her feet : by which means, when 
the king had comforted her, and promised her and 
her domestiios pardon, upon condition of their con- 
cealing nothing of the truth from him, but had 
Uireatened her with the utmost miseries if she pro- 
ved ungrateful [and concealed any thing] ; so she 
promised him, and swore that she would speak out 
every thing, and tell after what manner every thing 
was done ; and said what many took to be entirely 
true, that the potion was brought out of Egypt by 
Antiphilus, ana that his brother, who was a phy- 
aieian. had procured it ; and that, ''when Theudion 
brought it us, she kept it upon Pheroras's commit- 
ting It to her ; and tnat it was prepared by Anti- 
Dater for thee. When, therefore, Pheroras was 
lallen sick, and thou camest to him and tookest care 
of him, and when he saw the kindness thou hadst 
for him, hia mind was overborne thereby. So he 
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called me to him, and said to me, ' O woman I 
Antipater hath circumvented me in this aflBur of hia 
father and my brother, by persuading me to have a 
murderous intention to him, and procuring a potion 
to be subservient thereto : do tnou, therefore, go 
and fetch my potion ([since my brother appears to 
have still the same virtuous disposition towwds me 
which he had formerly, and I do not expect to live 
long myself, and that I may not defile my fore&then 
by the murder of a brother) and bum it before my 
face ; ' that accordingly she immediately brought it, 
and did as her husband bade her ; and that she 
burnt the greatest part of the potion ; but a little 
of it was left, that if the kln^ after Pheroras's death, 
should treat her ill, she might poison herself, and 
thereby get clear of her miseries." Upon her 
saying thus, she brought out the potion, and tho 
box m which it was, before them all. Nay, there 
was another brother of Antiphilus, and his mother 
also, who, by the extremity of pain and tortuiey 
confessed the same things, and owned the box [to 
be that which was brought out of Egvpt]. The 
high-priest's daughter alro, who was thekms's wif^ 
was accused to have been conscious of all this, and 
had resolved to oonceal it ; for which reason Herod 
divorced her, and blotted her son out of his testa- 
menty wherein he had been mentioned as one that 
was to reign after him ; and he took the high-priest- 
hood away from his father-in-law, Simeon the son 
of Boethusy and appointed Matthias the son of 
Theopbilus, who was bom at Jerusalem, to be high- 
priest in his room. 

3. While this was doing, Bathyllus also, Anti- 
pater's freedman, came from Rome, and upon tor- 
ture was found to have brought another potion, to 
f've it into the hands of Antipater's mother, and oi 
heroras, that if the former potion did not operate 
upon the king, this at least might carry him ofIL 
There came also letters from his friends at Rome^ 
by the approbation and at the sumstion of Anti- 
pater, to accuse Arehelaus and Philip, as if they 
calumniated their father on account df the slangh* 
ter of Alexander and Aristobidus, and %a if they 
commiserated their deaths, and as if, because they 
^ere sent for home (for Uieir father had already 
^called them), they concluded they were them- 
selves also to be destroyed. These letters had 
been procured by great rewards, by Anttpater's 
friends ; but Antipater himself wrote to his father 
about them, and laid the heaviest things to their 
charge ; yet did he entirely excuse them of any 
ffuUt, and said they were but young men, and so 
imputed their words to their youth. But he said, 
that he had himself been very busv in Uie affair 
reUting to Sylleus, and in getting mterest among 
the great men ; and on that account had bought 
splendid ornaments to present them withal, which 
cost hun two hundred talents. Now, one may won- 
der how it came about, that while so manv aoeoaa- 
tions were laid against him in Judea during seven 
months before this time, he was not made acquaint- 
ed with any of them. The causes of which were, 
that the roads were exactly guarded, and that men 
hated Antipater ; for there was nobody who would 
run any hadEards himself, to gain him a^y advan* 
tages. 
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CHAPTER V. 

ANTIPATE&*S NAVIGATION FROM ROME TO HIS FA- 
THER ; AND HOW HB WAS ACCUSED BT NICOLAUS 
OP DAMASCUS, AND CONDEMNED TO DTE BT HIS 
PATHBB, AND BT QUINTILIU8 VARUS, WHO WAS 
THEN PRESIDENT OP STRIA ; AND HOW HB WAS 
THEN BOUND TILL CJSSAR SHOULD BE INFORMED 
OF HIS CAUSB. 

§ 1. Now Herod, upon Antipater's writmg to him, 
that hftvmg done all that he was to do, and this m 
the manner he was to do it, he wovdd suddenly 
oome to him, concealed his anger against him, and 
wrote hack to him, and hade him not delay his 
jonmej, lest any harm should befall himself in his 
absence. At the same time also he made some 
little complaint about his mother, but promised 
tiiat he would lay those complaints aside when he 
should rotnm. He withal expressed ius entire 
affection for him, as fearing lest he should have 
some suspicion of him, and defer his journey to 
him ; and lest, while he lived at Rome, he should 
Liv plots for the kingdom, and moreover do some- 
what against himself. This letter Antipater met 
with in Cilicia ; but had received an account of 
Pheroras's death beforo at Tarentum. The last 
news affected him deeply ; not out of any affection 
for Pheroras, but because he was dead without 
having murdered his father, which he had promised 
hira to do. And when he was at Celendns in Ci- 
licia, he began to deliberate with himself about his 
sailing home, as being much grieved with the ejec- 
tion of his mother. Now, some of his friends ad- 
vised him that he should tarry awhile somewhero, 
in expectation of farther information. But others 
advised him to sail home without delay ; for that 
if he were once eome thither^ he would soon put an 
end to all accusations, and that nothing afforded 
any weiriit to his accusers at prosent but his ab- 
sence. He was persuaded by these last, and sailed 
on, and landed at the haven called Sebastus, which 
Herod had buOt at vast expenses in honour of 
Caesar, and called Sebastus. And now was Antlft 
pater evidently in a miserable condition, while no- 
iNKly came to him nor saluted him, as they did at 
his ^ing away, with good wishes or joyful accla- 
mations ; nor was there now any thing to hinder 
them from entertuning him, on the contrary, with 
bitter curses, while they supposed he was come 
to receive his punishment for the n^urder of his 
brethren. 

2. Now QuintiliuB Varus was at this time at 
Jerusalem, bein^ sent to succeed Satuminus as 
president of Syria, and was oome as an assessor to 
Herod, who had desired his advice in his present 
affiurs ; and as they wero sitting toother, Anti- 
pater came upon them, without Imowmg any thing 
of the matter ; so he came into the palace clothed 
in purple. The porters indeed received him in , 
hut excluded his friends. And now he was in 
great disorder, and presently understood the con* 
oition he was in, while, upon his going to salute his 
father, he was repulsed by him, who called him a 
murderer of his brethren, and a plotter of destruc- 
tion against himself, and told him that Varus should 
be his auditor and his judge the very next day ; 
so he found, that what miSfortunea he now heard 
of was already upon him, with the greatness of 
whidi be went away in confusioii ; upon which his 



mother and his wife met him (which wife was the 
daughter of Antigonus, who was king of the Jews 
before Herod), from whom he learnt all circum- 
stances which concerned him, and then prepared 
himself for his trial. 

3. On the next day Varus and the king sat toge- 
ther in judgment, and both their friends were also 
called in, as also Uie king's relations,, with his sister 
Salome, and as many as cpuld discover any thing, 
and such as had been tortured ; and besides these, 
some slaves of Antipater's mother, who were taken 
up a little before Antipater's oomiag, and brought 
with them a written letter, the sum of which was 
this : That he should not come back, because all 
was come to his father's knowledge ; and that 
Caesar was the only refuge he had left to prevent 
both his and her delivery into his father's hands. 
Then did Antipater fall down at his father's feet, 
and besought him not to prejudge his case, but that 
he might be first heard by his father, and that his 
father would keep himself still unprejudiced. So 
Herod ordered him to be brought into the midst, 
and then lamented himself about his children, from 
whom he had suffered such great misfortunes ; and 
because Antipater fell upon him in his old age. 
He also reckoned up what maintenance, and what 
education he had given them ; and what seasonable 
supplies of wealth he had afforded them, according 
to their own desires ; none of which favours had 
hindered them from contriving against him, and 
from bringing his very life into danger in order to 
gain his kioedom, after an impious manner, by 
taking away his Ufe before the course of nature, 
their fatlier's wishes, or justice, required that that 
kingdom should oome to them ; and that he won* 
derod what hopes could elevate Antipater to such 
a pass as to be hardy enough to attempt such 
things ; that he had by his testament in writing 
declared him his successor in the government ; ana 
while he was alive, he was in no respect inferior to 
him ; either in his illustrious dignity, or in power 
and authority, he having no lees than fifty talents 
for his yearly income, and had received for his 
journey to Rome no fewer than thirty talents. He 
also objected to him the case of his brethren whom 
he had accused ; and if they were guilty, he had 
imitated their example ; and if not, he had brousht 
him groundless accusations against his near ra- 
tions ; for that he had been acquamted with all 
those things by him, and by nobody else, and had 
done what was done by his approbation, and whom 
he now absolved from all that was criminal, by 
becoming the inheritor of the guilt of such their 
parricide^ 

4. When Herod had thus spoken, he fell a-weep- 
ing, and was not able to' say any more ; but at his 
desire Nicolaus of Damascus, being the king's 
friend, and always conversant with him, and ac^ 
quainted with whatsoever he did, and wiUi the cir- 
cumstances of his affairs, proceeded with what re- 
mained, and explained all that concerned the de- 
monstrations and evidences of the facts. Upon 
which Antipater, in order to make his legal defence, 
turned himself to his father, and enlarged upon the 
many indications he had given of his good- will to 
him ; and instanced in the honoure that had been 
done him, which yet had not been done, had he not 
deserved them by his virtuous concern about him ; 
for that he had xnade provision for every thing that 
was fit to be foreseen beforehand, as to giving him 
his wisest advice ; and whenever there was occa- 
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BJoD for the labour of his own hands, he had not 
grudged any such pams for him. And that it was 
almost impossible that he, who had deUvered his 
father from so many treacherous contrirances laid 
against him, should be in a plot against him, and 
BO lose all the reputation he had gained for his vir- 
tue, by his wickedness which succeeded it ; and 
this while he had nothing to prohibit him, who was 
already appointed his successor, to enjoy tlie royal 
honour with his father aLt^o at present ; and that 
there was no likelihood that a person who had the 
one half of that authoritv without any danser, and 
with a good character, should hunt after the whole 
with ii^amy and danger, and this when it was 
doubtful whetlier he could obtain it or not ; and 
when he saw the sad example of his brethren be- 
fore him, and was both the informer and accuser 
against them, at a time when they might not othei^ 
wise have been discovered ; nay, was the author of 
the punishment inflicted upon them, when it ap- 
peared evidently that they were guilty of a wicked 
attempt against their father ; and that even the 
contentions that were in the king's family, were 
indications that he had ever managed afiairs out 
of the sinoerest affection to his father. And as to 
what he had done at Rome, Cssear was a witness 
thereto, who was yet no more to be imposed upon 
than God himself ; of whose opinions his letters 
sent hither are sufBcient evidence : and tliat it was 
not reasonable to prefer the calumnies of such as 
proposed to raise disturbances, before those letters ; 
the ereatest part of which calumnies had been 
raised during his absence, which gave scope to his 
enemies to forse them, which they had not been 
able to do if he had been there. Moreover he 
showed the weakness of the evidence obtained by 
torture, which was commonly false ; because the 
distress men are in under such tortures, naturally 
obliges them to say many things in order to please 
those that govern tliem. He also offered himself 
to the torture. < 

5. Hereupon there was a change observed in the 
assembly, while they greatly pitied Antipater, who, 
by weeping and putting on a countenance suitable 
to his sad case, made them commiserate the same ; 
insomuch that his very enemies were moved to 
compassion ; and it appeared plainly that Herod 
himself was affected in his own mind, althou^ he 
was not willing it should be taken notice of. Then 
did Nicolaus l^gin to prosecute what the king had 
begun, and that with great bitterness ; and summed 
up all the evidence which arose from the tortures, 
or from the testimonies. He principally and 
largely cried up the king's virtues, which he had 
exhibited in the maintenance and education of his 
sons ; while he never could gain any advantage 
thereby, but still fell from one misfortune to ano- 
ther. Although he owned that he was not so much 
surprised witli that thoughtless behaviour of his 
former sons, who were but young, and were besides 
corrupted by wicked counsellors, who were the 
occasion of their wiping out of their minds all the 
righteous dictates of nature, and this out of a de- 
sire of coming to tlie government sooner than they 
ought to do ; yet that he could not but justly stand 
amazed at tlie horrid wickedness of Autipater, who, 
although he had not only had great benefits be- 
stowed on him by his lather, enough to tame his 
reason, yet could not be more tamed tlian the most 
envenomed serpents ; whereas even tliose creatures 
admit of some mitigation, and will not bite their 



benefactors, while Antipater hath not let the mis* 
fortunes of his brethren be any hinderance to him, 
but he hath gone on to imitate their barbarity not- 
withstanding. ** Yet was thou, O Antipater 1 (aa 
thou hast thyself confessed) the informer as to 
what wicked actions they had done, and the searcher 
out of the evidence against them, and the author oi 
the punishment they underwent upon their detec- 
tion. Nor do we say this as accusing thee for bdng 
so zealous in thy anger against them, but are asto- 
nished at thy endeavours to imitate their profiisate 
behaviour ; and we discover thereby, tiiat Uioq 
didst not act thus for the safety of thy ia^er, but 
for the destruction of thy brethren, that by such 
outside hatred of tiieir impiety thou mightest be 
believed a lover of tiiy father, and mightest thereby 
get thee power enough to do mischief with the 
greatest impunity ; which design thy actions indeed 
demonstrate. It is true, thou tookest thy brethren 
off, because thou didst convict them of their wicked 
designs ; but thou didst not yield up to justice those 
who were their partuers ; and thereby didst make 
it evident to all men that thou madest a covenant ' 
with them against thy father, when thou chosest to 
be the accuser of thy bratiiren, as desirous to gain 
to thyself alone this advantage of laying plots to 
kill tliy father, aud so to enjoy double pleasure, 
wliich is truly worthy of thy evil disposition, — 
which thou hast openly shown against thy brethren ; 
on which account thou didst rejoice, as having 
done a most famous exploit, nor was that behavi- 
our unworthy of tiiee ; but if thy intention were 
otherwise, thou art worse than they : while thou 
didst contrive to hide thy treachery against thy 
father, thou didst hate Uiem ; not as plotters against 
thy father, for in that case thou hadat not fallen 
upon the like crime, but as successors of his domi- 
nions, and more worthy of that succession than 
thyself. Thou wouldest kill thy father after tiiy 
brethren, lest thy lies raised against them might be 
detected ; and lest thou shoulast suffer what pun- 
ishment tiiou hadst deserved, thou hadst a mind to 
exact that punishment of thy unhappy father, and 
didst devise such a sort of uncommon parricide as 
^e world never yet saw ; — for thou who art his son 
didst not only lay a treacherous design against thy 
father, and didst it while he loved thee, and haid 
been thy benefactor,— had made thee in reality his 
partner in the kingdom, and had openly declared 
thee his successor, while thou wast not forbidden 
to taste tiie sweetness of authority already, and 
hadst the firm hope of what was future by tiiy fa- 
ther's determination, and the security of a written 
testament ; but for oei*taiu tiiou didst not measure 
these things according to thy father's various dis- 
position, but according to thy own thoughts and 
inclinations ; and wast desirous to take the part 
that remained away from thy too indulgent fatiiery 
and Boughtest to destroy him with thy deeds, whom 
thou in words pretendedst to preserve. Nor wast 
thou content to be wicked thyself, but thou fiUedst 
tiiy mother's head with thy devices, and raisedst 
disturbance among thy brethren, and hadst the 
boldness to call tliy father a wild beast ; while thou 
hadst thyself a mind more cruel tiian any serpent, 
whence tiiou sentest out that poison among tiiy 
nearest kindred aud greatest benefactors^ aud in- 
vitedst them to assist tiiee and guard thee, aud 
didst hedge thyself in on all sides by the artifices 
of both men and women against an old many--«8 
tiiough that mind of thine was not sufficient of it* 
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self to support so great a hatred as thon barest to 
him ; and Iiere thou appearest, after the tortures 
of freemen, of domestics, of men and women, which 
have been examined on thy account, and after the 
informations of thy fellow-conspirators, as making 
haste to contradict the truth ; and has tliought on 
ways not only how to take thy father out of the 
world, but to disannul that written law which is 
against thee, and the virtue of Varus, and the na- 
ture of justice ; nay, such is that impudence of 
thine on which thou oonfidest, that thou desireet to 
be put to the torture thyself, while thou allegest 
that the tortures of those already examined thereby 
haye made them tell lies ; that tliose tliat have 
been the deliverers of thy father may not be allowed 
to liave spoken tlie tmtli ; but that tliy tortures may 
be psteemed the discoverers of truth. Wilt not thou, 
O Yaros ! deliver the king from the injuries of his 
kindred ? Wilt not thou destroy this wicked wild 
beast, which hath pretended kindness to his father, 
in order to destroy liis brethren ; while yet he is 
himself atone ready to carry off the kingdom imme- 
diately, and appears to be the most bloody butcher 
to him of them all 1 for thou art sensible that par* 
ricide is a general injury both to nature and to 
common life ; and that the intention of parricide 
is not inferior to its preparation ; and he who does 
not punish it, is injurious to nature itself." 

6» Nieolaus added farther what belonged to 
Antipater's mother, and whatsoever she had prat- 
tled like a woman ; as abo about the predictions 
And the sacrifices relatm^ to the king ; and what- 
soever Antipater bad done lasciviously in his cups 
and his amours among Pheroras's women ; the 
examination upon torture ; and whatsoever con- 
cerned the testimonies of the witnesses, which were 
many, and of various kinds : some prepared* be- 
forehand, and others were sudden answers, which 
farther declared and confirmed the foregoing evi- 
dence. For those men who were not acquainted 
with Antipater's practices, but had concealed them 
out of fear, when they saw tliat he was exposed to 
the accusations of the former witnesses, and that 
bis great good fortune, which had supported him 
bitherto, bad now evidently betrayed him into th* 
hands of his enemies, who were now insatiable in 
their hatred to him, told ail they knew of him ; and 
his ruin was now hastened, not so much by the en< 
tnity of those who were his accusers, by his gross, 
impudent, and wicked contrivances, and by his ill- 
wiil to his father and his brethren ; while he had 
filled their bouse with disturbance, and caused them 
to murder one another ; and was neither fair in his 
hatred nor kind in his friendship, but just so far 
AS served his own turn. Now, thei*e were a great 
number who for a long time beforehand had seen 
all this, and especially such as were naturally dispo- 
sed to judge of matters by .the rules of virtue, be- 
eaose they were used to determine about affauv 
without passion, but had been restrained from 
making any open complaints before ; these, upon the 
leave now given them, produced all that they knew 
before the public. The demonstrations also of 
these wicked facts could no way be disproved : be- 
cause the many witnesses there were did neither 
speak out of favour to Herod, nor were they obliged 
to keep what they had to say silent, out of suspi- 
cion of any danger they were in ; but they spake 
what they knew, becaure they thought such acutms 
very wieked, and that Antipater deserved the 
greatest punishment ; and indeed not so much for 



Herod's safety, as on account of the man's own 
wickedness. Many things were also said, and those 
by a great number of persons, who were no way 
obliged to say them : insomuch that Antipater, who 
used generally to be very bhrewd in his lies and 
impudence, was not able to say one word to the 
contrary. When Nieolaus had left off speaking, 
and had produced tlie evidence, Varus bade Anti- 
pater to betake himself to making his defence, if he 
had prepared any tiling whereby it might appear 
tliat he was not guilty of the crimes he was accused 
of ; for that, as he was himself desirous, so did 
he know that his father was in like manner de- 
sirous also to have him found entirely innocent ; 
but Antipater fell down on his face, and appealed 
to God and to all men, for testimonials of his inno- 
cency, desiring that God would deckre, by some 
evident signals, that he had not laid any plots against 
his father. This bemg the usual method of all 
men destitute of virtue, tiiat, when they set about 
any wicked undertakings, they fall to work accord- 
ing to their own inclinations, as if they believed 
tliat God was unconcerned in human affairs ; but 
when once they are found out, and are in danger 
of undergoing the punishment due to their crimes, 
they endeavour to overthrow all tJie evidence 
against them, by appealing to God ; which was 
the very thing which Antipater now did ; for 
whereas he had done every thing as if there were 
no God in the world, when he was on all sides dis- 
tressed by justice, and when he had no other ad van- 
tage to expect from any legal proofs, by which he 
might disprove the accusations laid against him, 
he impudently abused the majesty of God, and 
ascribed it to his power, that he hath been pre- 
served hitherto; and produced before them all 
what difficulties he had ever undergone in his bold 
acting for his fathei-'s preservation. 

7. So when Varus, upon asking Antipater what 
he had to say for himself, found that he had no- 
thing to say besides his appeal to God, and saw 
tiiat there was no end of that, he bade them bring 
the potion before the court, that he might see what 
virtue still remained in it ; and when it was brought, 
and one that was condemned to die had drank it 
by Varus's command, he died presently. Then 
Vartis got up and departed out of the court, and 
went away the day following to Antioch, where his 
usual residence was, because that was the palace of 
the Syrians ; upon which Herod laid his son in 
bonds: but what were Varus's discourses to Herod, 
was not known to the generality, and upon what 
words it was that he went away ; thoush it was 
also generally supposed, tiiat whatever Herod did 
afterward about his son, was done with his appro- 
bation ; but when Uerod had bound his son, ho 
sent letters to Rome to Csssar about him, and 
such messengers withal as should by word of mouth, 
inform Caesar of Antipater's wickedness. Now, 
at this ver^ time there was seized a letter of Anti- 
philus, written to Antipater out of Egypt (for he 
lived Uiere) : and, when it was opened by the kmg, 
it was found to contain as follows : — ** I have sent 
thee Acme's letter, and hazarded my own life ; for 
thou knowest that 1 am in danger from two fami- 
lies, if I be discovered. I wish thee good success in 
thy affair." These were the contents of this letter ; 
but the king made inquiry about the other letter 
also, for it did not appear ; but Antiphilus's slave, 
who brought the letter which had been read, denied 
tiiat he had received the other : but while the 
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king WM in doubt about it, one of Herod's fiiends 
seeing a seam upon tlie inner coat of the slave, 
and a doubling of the cloth (for he had two coats 
on) he guened that the letter might be within that 
doubling ; which acoordinglj proved to be true. 
So they took out the letter ; and its contents were 
these :— ' Acme to Antipater. I have written such 
a letter to thy father as thou desbedst me. I have 
also taken a copy and sent it, as if it came from 
Salome to my ladv [LiviaJ ; which when thou 
readest, I know that Herod will punish Salome, 
as plotting against him." Now, this pretended 
letter of Salome to her lady was composed by 
Antipater, and in the name of Salome, as to its 
meaning, but in the words of Acme. The letter 
was this :— *<Acme to kin^ Herod, I have done 
my endeavour that nothmg Uuit is done i^ainst 
thee should be concealed from thee. So, upon my 
finding a letter of Salome written to my lady against 
thee, 1 have written out a copy and sent it to thee ; 
with hazard to myself, bat for thv advantage. The 
reason why she wrote it was this^— that she had a 
mind to be married to Sylleus. Do thou therefore 
tear this letter in pieces, that I may not come into 
danger of my life.^ Now Acme had written to An- 
tipater himself, and informed him, that in compli- 
ance with his command, she had both herself writ- 
ten to Herod, as if Salome had laid a sadden plot 
entirely against him, and had herself sent a copy 
of an epistle, as coming from Salome to her lady. 
Now Acme was a Jew by birth, and a servant to 
Julia, CsBsar's wife ; and did this out of her friend- 
bhipfor Antipater, as having been corrupted by 
him with a lai^e present of money, to assist in hiB 
pernicious designs against his lather and his aunt 
8. Hereuoou Herod was so amazed at the prodi- 
gious wickeaness of Antipater, that he was ready 
to have ordered him to be sUin immediately, as a 
turbulent person in the most important concerns, 
and as one that had laid a plot not only against 
himself, but against his sister also ; and even cor- 
rupted CoBsar'sown domestics. Salome also pro- 
voked him to it, beating her breast, and bidding him 
kill her, if he could produce any <»edible testimony 
that she had acted in that manner. Herod also 
sent for his.son, and asked him about this matter, 
and bade him contnuUct it if he could, and not sup- 
press any thing he had to say for himself, and when 
be had not one word to say, he asked him, since he 
was every way caught in his villany, that he would 
make no farther delay but discover hiaaBsociates in 
these his wicked designs. So he laid all upon Anti* 
philtts; but disooverwl nobody else. Hereupon He- 
rod was in such great grief, that he was ready to send 
his son to Rome to Ceesar, there to give an account 
of these his wicked contrivances. Sat he soon be- 
came afraid, lest he might there, by the assistance of 
his friends, escape the danger he was in : so he 
kept him tK>und as before, and sent more ambassa- 
dors and letters [to JEtomeJ to accuse his son, and 
an aocoant of what assistance Acme had given him 
in his wicked designs^ with copies of the epistles 
before mentioned. 



CHAPTER VI. 

oongbbnimg tbb di8basb that hbbod fbll ilfto^ 
and ths sedition which the jews sai8bd 
thereupon; with the punishment op the 
seditious. 

§ 1. Now Herod's ambassadors made haste to 
Rome ; but sent, as instructed beforehand, what 
answers they were to make to the questions put to 
them. They also carried the epistles with them. 
But Herod now fell into a distemper, and made 
his will, and bequeathed his kmgdom to [Antipas}, 
his voungest son ; and this out of that^ hatred to 
Archelaus and Philip, which the calomnies of Anti- 
pater had raised agamst them. He also bequeathed 
a thousand talents to Cnsar, and five hundred ta^ 
Julia, CsBsar's wife, to CsBsar^s children, and friends 
and freedmen. He also distributed among his sons 
and thev sons his monev, his revenue, and nis lands. 
He also made Salome, his sister, very rich, because 
she had continued faithful to him in all his circum- 
stances, and was never so lash as to do him any 
harm. And as he despaired of recovering, for he 
was now about the seventieth year of his age, he 
grew fierce, and indulged the bitterest anger upon 
all occasions ; the cause whereof was this, that he 
thought himself despised, and that the nation was 
pleaMd with his misfortunes; besides which, he 
resented a sedition which some of the tower sort of 
men excited against him, the occasion of which was 
as follows :— 

2. There was one Judas, the son of Saripheus, 
and Matthias, the son of Ift&rgalothus, two of the 
most eloquent men among the Jews, and most cele- 
brated interpreters of the Jewish laws, and men 
well beloved by the people, because of their educa- 
tion of their youth ; for all those that were studious 
of virtne Iroquented their lectures every day. 
These men, when they found that the king's &tem- 
per was incurable, excited the young men that they 
would pull down all those works which the king 
had erected contraxr to the law of their fiuhen, 
and therebv obtain tne reward which the law will 
confer on uiem ior such actions of piety ; for that 
it was truly on account of Herod's rashness in mak- 
ing such wings as the law had forbidden, that his 
other misfortunes, and this distemper also, which 
was so unusual among mankind, and with which 
he was now afflicted, came upon him : for Herod 
had caused such things to be made, which were 
contrary to the law, of which he was accused by 
Judas and Matthias ; for the king had erected over 
the great gate of the temple a burge golden eagle, 
of great v^ue, and had dedicated it to the temple. 
Now, the law forbids those that propose to live ac- 
cording to it, to erect images,* or representations 
of any living creature. So these wise men persua- 
ded [their schoUun] to pull down the golden eagle ; 
alleging, that although they should incur any dan- 
ger which might bring them to thev deaths, the 
virtue of the action now proposed to them would 
appear much more advantageous to them than the 
pleasures of life ; since thev would die for the pre- 
servation and observation of the law of their fathers ; 
since they would also acquire an everhuting iame 
and commendation ; since they would be both com- 
mended by the present generation, and leave an 

• HhU Um maUBf of ItiufM, wiUioal anlntantlaa to wonhip Umb 
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example of life that would 'lAver be forgotten to 
poeteritT ; Binoe that ooromon caUmity of dying 
canoot be avoided by onr livio^ so as to escape any 
sneh daqgen : that therefore it is a right thmg for 
those who are in love with a virtuous conduct, to 
wait for that fatal hour by such a behaviour as may 
eaxry them out of the world with praise and honour ; 
and that this will alleviate death to such a degree, 
thus to eome at it by the perlbrmanoe of brave ac 
taons^ which bring us into danger of it ; and at the 
same time to leave that reputation behind them to 
their children, and to all their relations, whether 
tbey be men or women, which will be of great ad- 
vantage to them afterward. 

S. And with such discourses as this did these men 
excite the young men to this action ; and a report 
being come to them that the king was dead, this 
was an addition to the wise men's persuasionsi so, 
in the very middle of the day they got upon the 
pU^e, they pulled down the eagle, and cut it mto 
pieces with axes, while a great number of the peo- 
ple were in the temple. And no# the lung's cap- 
tain, upon hearing what the undertaking was, and 
Buppowig it a thing of higher nature tnan it pro- 
ved to be, came up thither, having a great band of 
soldiers with him, such as was sufficient to put a 
stop to the multitude of those who pulled down what 
was dedicated to God : so he fell upon them unex- 
pectedly, snd as they were upon this bold attempt, 
in a iboUsh presumption rather than a cautious 
circumspection, as is usual with the multitude, and 
while they were in disorder, and incautious of what 
was for their advantage,— so he caught no fewer 
than forty of the youns men, who had the courage 
to sUv behind when tiie rest ran away, together 
with the anthon of this bold attempt, Judas and 
Matthias, who thought it an ignominious thing to 
i«tire upon his approach, and led them to the lung. 
And when they wei-e come to the king, and he had 
asked them if they had been so bold as to pull down 
what he had dedicated to God, ** Yes (said they) 
what was contrived we contrived, and what hath 
been performed, we performed it ; and that with 
such a virtuous courage as become men ; for we 
have given our sssistance to those things which 
were dedicated to the, majesty of God, and we have 
provided for what we have learned by hearing the 
law : and it ought not to be wondered at, if we es- 
teem those laws which Moses had suggested to him, 
and were taught him by God, and wnieh he wrote 
and left behind him, more worthy of observation 
than thy commands. Accordingly we will undergo 
death, and all sorts of punishments which thou canst 
inflict upon us, with pleasure, since we are oonsoious 
to ourselves that we diall die, not for anv unrighteous 
aeUons, but for our love to religion.'* And thus 
they all said, snd their courase was still equal to 
their profession, and equal to that with which they 
readily set about this nudertaking. And when the 
kins bad ordered them to be bound, he sent them 
to Jericho, and called together the principal men 
among the Jews ; and when they were come, he 
made them assemble in the theatre, and because 
he could not himself stand, he Uy upon a couch, 
and enumerated the many labours he had long en- 
dured on their account, and his building of the 
temple, and what a vast charge that was to him ; 
while the Asamoneans, during the hundred and 
twenty-five years of their government, had not been 
able to perform any so great a work for the houour 
•f God as that was : that he had also adurued it 



with very valuable donations ; on which account he 
hoped that he had left himself a memorial, and 
procured himself a reputation after his deatli. lie 
then cried out, that these men had not abstained 
from affronting hun, even in his life-time, but tlutt, 
in the vexy day-time, and in sight of the multitude, 
they had abused him to that degree, as to fall upon 
what he had dedicated, and in that way of abuse, 
had pulled it down to the ground. They pretended 
indeed, that they did it to adront him ; but if any 
one consider the thmg truly, they will find that 
they were railty of sacrilege against God therein. 

4. But the people, on account of Herod's barba- 
rous temper, and for fear he should be so cruel as 
to inflict punishment on them, said what was 
done, was done witliout approbation, and that it 
seemed to them that the actors might well be 
punished for what they had done. But as for He- 
rod, he dealt more mildly with others [of the as* 
sembly] ; but he deprived Matthias of the high- 
priest^hood, as in part on occasion of this action, 
and made Joazar, who was Matthias's wife's bro- 
ther, hiffh-priest in his stead. Now it happened, 
that dnrmg the time of the high-priesthood of this 
Matthias, there was another person made high-priest 
for a single day, that very oay which the Jews ob- 
serve aa a fast The occasion was tins : — This 
Matthias the high-priest, on the night before that 
day when the fast was to be celebrated, seemed, in 
a dream.* to have conversation with his wife ; and 
because he could not officiate himself on that ao- 
eount, Joseph, the son of tUlemus, his kinsman, 
assisted him in that sacred office. But Herod de- 
prived this Matthias of the high-priesthood, and 
burnt the other Matthias, who had raised the sedi- 
tion, with his companions, alive* And that very 
night there was an eclipse of the moon.f 

5. But now Herod's distemper greatly increased 
upon him after a severe manner, and this by God*s 
judgment upon him for his sins : fur a fire glowed 
in him slowly, which did not so much appear to 
the touch outwardly, as it augmented his pains 
inwardly ; for it brought upon him a vehement 
appetite to eating, which he could not avoid to sup- 
ply with one sort of food or other. His entrails 
were also exulcerated, and the chief violence of his 
pain lay on his colon ; an aqueous and transpa- 
rent liquor also had settled itself about his feet, and 
a like matter afflicted him at the bottom of his 
belly. Nay, farther, his privy-member was putri- 
fied, and produced worms ; and when he sat up- 
right he had a difficulty of breathing, which was 
very loathsome, on account of the stench of his 
breath, and the quicJkness of its returns ; he had 
also convulsions in all parts of his body, which in- 
creased his strengthV) an insuiferable degree. It 

• Thli Ami, Uuit on* Jowph wm maO* high.prtart Aw ft Ai(l* dur. mi 
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was B&id by those who pretended to dirine, and 
who were endued widi wisdom to foretell such 
tilings, that God inflicted this punishment on the 
king on account of Ids great impiety ; yet was he 
still in hopes of recovering, tliough his afflictions 
seemed greater than any one could bear. He also 
sent for physicians, and did not refuse to follow 
what they prescribed for his assistance ; and went 
beyond the river Jordan, and bathed himself in 
warm baths that were at Callirrhoe* which, besides 
their oUier general virtues, were also fit to drink ; 
which water runs into the lake called Asphaltitis. 
And when the physicians once thought fit to have 
him bathed in a vessel full of oil, it was supposed 
that he was just dying ; but, upon tlie lamentable 
cries of his domestics, he revived ; and having no 
longer the least hopes of his recovering, he gave 
order thatevery soldier sliould be paid fifty drachmee; 
and he also gave a great deal to their commanders, 
and to his friends, and came again to Jericho, 
where he grew so choleric, that it brouglit him to 
'do all things like a madman ; and though be were 
near his death, he contrived the following wicked 
designs. He commanded that all the principal 
men of the entire Jewish nation, wheresoever they 
lived, should be called to him. Accordingly, there 
were a great number that came, because the whole 
nation was called, and ail men heard of this call, 
and death was the penalty of such as should des- 
pise the epistles that were sent to call them. And 
now the lung was in a wild rage against them all, 
the innocent as well as Uiose that had afforded him 
ground for accusations ; and when tliey were come, 
he ordered tliem all to be shut up in the hippo- 
drome,* and sent for his sbter Salome, and her 
husband Alexas, and spake thus to them : — << I 
shall die in a little time, so great are my pains ; 
which death ought to be cheerfully borne, and to 
be welcomed by all men ; but what principally 
troubles me is this, that I shall die without being 
lamented, and without such mourning as men 
usually expect at a king's death." For that he was 
not unacquainted with the temper of tlie Jews, 
ihat his death would be a thing very desirable, and 
exceedingly acceptable to them ; because during 
bis lifetime they were ready to revolt from him, 
and to abuse the donations he had dedicated to 
God : that it therefore was their business to resolve 
to afford him some alleviation of his great sorrows 
on this occasion ; for that if they do not refuse him 
their consent in what he desires, he shall have a 
great mourning at his funeral, and such as never 
any king, had before him ; for then the whole na- 
tion would mourn from their very soul, which 
otherwise would be done in sport and mockery 
only. He desired therefore Hhat as soon as they 
Bee he hath given up the ghost, they shall place 
soldiers round the hippodrome, while they do not 
know that he is dend ; and tliat they shall not de- 
clare his death to ute multitude till this is done, 
but that they shall give orders to have those that 
are in ctuitudy shot with their darts ; and tlwt this 
slaughter of them all will cause that he shall not 
miss to rejoice on a double account ; tiiat as he is 
dying, they will make him secure that his will shall 
be executed in what he charges them to do ; 
that he shall have the honour of a memorable 
mourning at his funeral. So he deplored his con- 
dition, with tears in lift eyes, and obtested them 
by the kindness due from them, as of his kindred, 

• A plafM tm tin lK«M-nMM, 



and by the faith they owed to God, and begged of 
tliem that tliey would not hinder him of this ho- 
nourable mourning at his funeral. So they pro- 
mised him not to transgress his commands. 

6. Now any one may easily discover tlie temper 
of this man's mmd, which not only took pleasure 
in doing what he had done formerly against his 
relations, out of the love of life, but by those com- 
mands of his which savoured of no humanity ; 
since he took care, when he was departing out of 
this life, that the whole nation should be put into 
mourning, and indeed made desolate of their dear- 
est kindred, when he gave order that one out of 
every family should be slain, although they bad 
done notiiing Uiat was unjust, or against him, nor 
wepe they accused of any other crimes ; while it is 
usual for those who have any regard to virtue, to 
lay aside their hatred at such a time, even with re- 
spect to those they justly esteemed their enemies. 



CHAPTER VII. 

HEROD HAS THOUOBTS OP KILLING HIMSBLF WITH 
HIS OWN HAND ; AND A LITTLE AFTBEWABDS HB 
OADEES ANTIPATE& TO BE SLAIN. 

$ 1. As he was giving these comniands to his rela- 
tions, .there came letters from his ambassadors, 
who had been sent to Rome unto Ciesar, which 
when they were read, their purport was this : — 
That Acme was slain by Ceesar, out of his indigna- 
tion at what hand she had in Antipater*8 wicked 
practices ; and that as to Antipater himself, CsBsar 
left it to Herod to act as became a father and a 
king, and either to banish him or to take away his 
life, which he pleased. When Herod lieard this, 
he was somewhat better, out of the pleasure he had 
from tlie contents of the letters, and was elevated 
at the death of Acme, and at the power that was 
given him over his son ; but, as his pains wero 
become very great, he was now ready to faint for 
want of something to eat ; so he called for an i4>plo 
and a knife ; for it was his custom formerly to 
pare the apple himself, and soon afterwards to eut 
it, and eat it. When he had got the knife, he 
looked about, and had a mind to stab himself with 
it ; and he had done it, had not his first cousin, 
Achiabus, prevented him, and cried out loudly. 
Whereupon a woful Umentation echoed through the 
palace, and great tumult was made, as if the king 
we're dead. Upon which Antipater, who verily 
believed his father was deceased, grew bold in his 
discourse, as hoping to be immediately and entirely 
released from his bonds, and to take the kingdom into 
hishand^ without any more ado ; so he disooursed 
with the jailor about letting him go, and in tliat case 
promised him great tilings, both now and hereafter, 
as if that were the only thing now in question ; but 
the jailor did not only refuse to do what Antinater 
would have him, but informed the king of his in- 
tentions, and how many solicitations he had from 
him [of that nature]. Hereupon Herod, who had 
formerly no affection nor good-will towards his son 
to restrain him, when he heard what the jailor 
said, he cried out, and beat his head, although ho 
was at death's door, and raised himself upon his 
elbow, and sent for some of his guards, and com- 
manded them to kill Antipater without a^y fartfaev 
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delay, and to do it presently, and to bury him in 
an ignoble manner at Hyrcania. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

CONCKRNTNO HEROD's DEATH^ AND TESTAKBKT, AND 
BUBIAL. 

f 1. And now Herod altered bis testament upon 
tlie alteration of his mind ; for he appointed Anti- 
pas, to whom he had before left the kingdom, to 
be tetrareh of Galilee and Berea, and granted tho 
kingdom to Arehelaus. He also gave Gaulonitis, 
and Trachonitis, and Paneas, to Philip, who was 
his son, but own brother to Archelaus,* by tiie 
name of a Teti'archy ; and bequeathed Jamnia, 
and Ashdod, and Phasaelis, to Salome his sister, 
with fire hundred thousand [drachmae] of silver 
that was coined. He also made provision for all 
the rest of his kindred, by giving them sums of 
money and annual revenues, and so left them all 
in a wealthy condition. He bequeathed also to 
Ceesar ten millions [of drachmsB] of coined money ; 
besides both vessels of gold and silver, and gar- 
ments exceeding costly, to Julia, Cnsar's wife ; 
and to certain others, five millions. When he had 
done those things, he died, the fifth day after he 
bad caused Antipater to be slain ; having reigned, 
since he had procured Antigonusf to be slain, 
thirty*four years ; but since he had been declared 
king by the Romans, thirty-seven. — A man he was 
of great barbarity towards all men equallpr, and a 
aUve to his passions ; but above the consideration 
of what was right ; yet was he favoured by fortune 
as much as any man ever was, for from a private 
man he became a king ; and though he were en- 
compassed with ten thousand dangers, he got clear 
of them all, and eondnued his life till a very old 
age ; but then, as to the affiurs of his family and 
children, in which, indeed, according to his own 
opinion, he was also very fortunate, because he was 
able to conquer his enemies ; yet^ in my opinion, 
he was herein very unfortunate. 

2. But then Salome and Alezas, before the king's 
death was made known, dismissed those that were 
shut up in the hippodrome, and told them that the 
king ordered them to go away to their own lands, 
and take care of their own affairs, which was es- 
teemed by the naUon a great benefit ; and now the 
king's death was made public, when Salome and 
Alexas gathered the soldiery together in the amphi- 
theatre at Jericho ; and the first thing they did 
was, they read Herod's letter, written to the soldiery, 
thanking them for their fideli^ and good-will to 
him, and exhortine them to afford hb son Arche- 
laus, whom he had appointed for their king, like 
fidelity and good-will. After which Ptolemy, who 
had the king's seal intrusted to him, read the king*B 
testament, which was to be of force no otherwise 

• Whan It te nid Uutt Philip the U«nurdi,Mid ArobcUuis Uw king, or 
•OtiUHch, wn« ddfXcpOl yvrjaiOlf orgmidm bnOtrt, It Hum 
word* mMua onm bnlktrt. or bom of the amo lluher and mother, there 
mu i be hare eone mietiln ; beoune ihey had indeed the aame lallier, 



Bend, bat dilbrent motht-n : the formi-r (;ieopatre,.-«nd Arehelaus, 
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than as it should stand when Coesar had inspected 
it ; so there was presently an aoclamation made to 
Archelaus, as king ; and the soldiers came by 
bands, and their commanders with them, and pro- 
mised the same good-will to him, and readiness to 
serve him, which they had exhibited to Herod ; 
and tliey prayed God to be assistant to him. 

8. After this was over, they prepared for his 
funeral, it being Arohelaus's care that the proces- 
sion to his father's sepulchre should be very sump- 
tuous. Accordingly he brought out all his orna- 
ments to adorn Uie pomp en the funeral. The 
body was carried upon a golden bier, embroidered 
with very precious stones of great variety, and it 
was covered over with purple, as well as the body 
itself ; he had a diadem upon his head, and above 
it a crown of gold ; he had also a sceptre in his 
right hand. About the bier were his sons and his 
numerous relations ; next to these was the sol- 
diery distinguished according to their several coun« 
tries and denominations ; and they were put into 
the following order ; — First of all went his guards ; 
then the band of Thracians ; and after them the 
Germans ; and next the band of GaUtians, every 
one in their habiliments of war ; and behind these 
marched the whole army in the same manner as 
they used to go out to war, and as tliey used to be 
put in array by tlieir muster-masters and centuri- 
ons : these were followed by five hundred of his 
domestics, carrying spices. So they went eight 
furlongs^: to Herodium ; for there, by his own 
command, he was to be buried ; — and thus did 
Herod end his life. 

4. Now Archelaus paid him so much respect, as 
to continue his mourning till the seventh day ; for 
so many days are appointed for it by the law of our 
fathers ; and when he had given a treat to the 
multitude, and left off his mourning, he went up 
into the temple ; he had also accUmations and 
pnuses given him, which way soever he went, every 
one striving with the rest who should appear to use 
the loudest acclamations. So he ascended a high 
elevation made for him, and took his seat, in a 
thrpne made of gold, and spake kindly to the mul- 
titude, and declared with what joy he received 
their acclamations, and the marks of the good- will 
they showed to him ; and returned them thanks 
that they did not remember the injuries his father 
had done them, to his disadvantage ; and promised 
them he would endeavour not to be behind-hand 
with them in rewarding their alacrity in his service, 
after a suitable manner ; but tliat he should abstain 
at present from the name of King ; and that he 
should have the honour of that dignity, if Ceesar 
should confirm and settle that testament which his 
father had made ; and that it was on this account, 
that when the army would have put the diadem on 
him at Jericho, he would not accept of that honour, 
which is usually so much desired, because it was 
not yet evident that he who was to be principally 
concerned in bestowing it, would give it him ; al- 
though, by his acceptance of the government^ he 
should not want the ability of rewarding their kind- 
ness to him ; and that it should be his endeavour, 
as to all things wherein they were concerned, to 
prove in every respect better than his father. 
Whereupon the multitude, as it is usual with them, 
supposed that the first days of those that enter 

% At eight atadim or ftirlonge a-daj, aa here, Borod'e foneiml, eon* 
duetcd to Herodium, which lay at the diiilanoe ftrom Jcriebo, where he 
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have taken up no leet than twenty-flTe daya. 
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upon Buch govenuneDts, dedare the intentioiis of 
those that aceept them ; and so by how mncli 
ArcheUuiB spake the more gieaiXy and dvillj to 
them, hy so much did they more highfy oommend 
him, and made application to him for the grant of 
what they desired. Some made a clamour that he 
would ease them of some of their annual payments ; 
but others desired him to release those that were 
put into prison by Herod, who were many, and had 
been put there at several times ; others of them 
required that he would take away those taxes which 
had been severely laid upon what was publicly sold 
and bought So Archelaos contradicted them in 
nothing, since he pretended to do all things so as 
to set the good-wfll of the multitade to nim, aa 
looking upon that ^pod-will to be a great step to- 
wards nis preservation of the government Here- 
upon he went and offered sacrifice to God, and 
then betook himself to feast with his friends. 



CHAPTER IX. 

BOW THE PEOPLV BAI8ED ▲ SEDITION AOAIICST 
AACUELAUS, AML HOW HE SAILED TO BOMB. 

( 1. At this tune also it was that some of the Jews 
got together out of a desire of innovation. Thev 
lamented Matthias, and those that were shun wi^ 
him by Herod, who had not any respect paid them 
by a funeral mourning, out of the fear men were 
in of that man ; they were those who had been 
condemned for pulling down the golden eagle. 
The people made a gretA cbunour and bunentation 
hereupon, and cast out some reproaches against 
the king also, as if that tended to alleviate the mi- 
aeries of the deceased. The people assembled 
together, and desired of Archelaos, that, in way of 
revenge on their account, he would inflict punish- 
ment on those who had been honoured by Herod ; 
and that, in the first and principal place, he would 
deprive that high-priest whom Herod had made, 
and would choose one more agreeable to the law, 
and of greater purity, to officiate as hish-priest 
This was granted by Archelaus, although he was 
mightily offended at their importunity^ because he 
proposed to himself to to to Rome immediately, 
to look alter Ceasar's determination about him. 
However, he sent the seneral of his forces to use 
persuasions, and to tell them that the death which 
was inflicted on their friends, was according to the 
law ; and to represent to them, that their petitiona 
about these thmgs were carried to a great height 
of injury to him ; that the time was not now proper 
for such petitions, but required their unanimity 
until such time as he should be established in the 
ffoveinment by the consent of Cseaar, and should 
tnen be come back to them ; for that he would then 
consult with them in common concemine the pur- 
port of theur petitions ; but that they ou^t at pre- 
sent to be quiet, lest they should seem seditious 
pcrboiiS. 

2. So when the king had sageested these things, 
and instructed his general in wbait he was to say, 
he sent him away to the people ; but they made a 
clamour, and would not give him leave to speak, 
and put him in danger of his life, and as many 
more as were desirous to venture upon saying 
openly any thing which might reduce them to a 
sober, mind, and prevent their going on in their 



present counsee, — ^because they had more concern 
to have all their own wills performed than to yield 
obedience to their governors ; thinking it to be a 
thing insufferable tmtt, while Herod was alive, they 
^oiSd lose thoee that were the most dear to them, 
and that when he was dead, they could not get the 
actors to be punished. So they went on with their 
designs after a violent manner, and thought all to 
be lawful and right which tended to please them, 
and being unskilful in foreseeing what dangers they 
incurred ; and when they had suspicion of such a 
thin^, yet did the present pleasure they took in the 
punishment of those they deemed their enemies 
overweigh all such considerations ; and although 
Archelaus sent many to speak to them, yet they 
treated them not as messengers sent by him, but 
as persons that came of their own accord to miti- 
gate their anger, and would not let one of them 
speak. The sedition, also, was made by such as 
were in a great passion ; and it was evident that 
they were proceeding farther in seditious practices, 
by the multitude running so fast upon them. 

3. Now, upon the approach of tliat feast of un- 
leavened bread, which the law of their fathers had 
appointed for the Jews at this time, which feast is 
called the Passover,* and is a memorial of their 
deliverance out of Egypt (when they offer sacrifices 
with great alacrity ; and when they are required to 
slay more sacrifices in number than at any other 
festival ; and when an innumerable multitude came 
thither out of the country, nay, from beyond its 
limits also, in order to worship God), the seditious 
lamented Judas and Matthias, those teachers of 
the laws, and kept together in the temple, and had 
plenty of food, because these seditious persons 
were not ashamed to beg it And as Archelaus 
was afraid lest some terrible thing should spring 
up by means of these men's ma&ess, he sent a 
regiment of armed men, and with them a captain 
of a thousand, to suppress the violent efforts of the 
seditious, before the whole multitude should be in- 
fected with the like madness ; and gave them this 
charge, that if they found any much more openly 
seditious than others, and more busy in tumultuous 
practices, they should bring them to him. But 
those that were seditious on account of those 
teachers of the law, irritated the people by the 
noise and chmxours they used to encourage the 
people in their designs ; so they made an assault 
upon the soldiers, and came up to them, and stoned 
the greatest part of them, althou^ B<Hne of them 
ran away wounded, and their captain among them ; 
and when they had thus done, they returned to the 
sacrifices which were already in their hands. Now 
Archehius thought there was no w^y to preserve 
the entire government, but by cutting off those 
who made this attempt upon it ; so he sent out the 
whole army upon them, and sent the horsemen to 
prevent those that had their tents without the tem- 
ple, and to kill such as ran away ficom the footmen 
when they thought themselves out of danger; 
which horsemen slew three thousand men, while 
the rest went to the neighbouring mountains. 
Then did Archelaus order proclamatbn to be made 
to them all, that they should retire to their own 
homes ; so they went away, and left the festival, 
out of fear of somewhat worse which would follow, 
although they had been so bold by reason of their 

• This paMorer, wImq tlM •wUthm h«rt niMitloiMd WBBiiio"^a9>*Mt 
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want of iDBtraetion. So ArcheUos went down to 
the sea with his mother, and took with him Nioo- 
A11S and Ptolem^i and many others of his friends, 
and left Philip bis brother as governor of all things 
belonging both to his own fami] y and to the publio. 
There went out also with him Salome, Herod's 
sister, who took with her her children, and many 
of hcff kindred were with her ; which kindred tit 
hers went, as they pretended, to assist Archelaus 
in gaining the kingdom, but in reality to oppose 
him, and chiefly to make loud complaints of what 
he had done in the temple. But Sabinus, Ctesar's 
steward for Syrian affiurs, as he was making haste 
into Judea, to presenre Herod's effects, met with 
Archelaus at Gsesaiea ; but Varus, (president of 
Syria) came at that time, and restrained him from 
meddling with them, for he was there as sent for 
by Ardielaus by means of Ptolemy. And Sabinus, 
out of regard to Yams, did neither seize upon any 
of the castles that were among the Jews, nor did 
he seal up the treasures in them, but permitted 
Archelaus to have them, until Goesar should de- 
dare his resolution about them ; so that, upon this 
his promise, he tarried still at Geesarea. But' after 
ArcnelauB was sailed for Rome, and Varus was 
remoTed to Antioch, Sabious went to Jerusalem, 
and seiaed on the king's palace. He also sent for 
the keepers of the garrisons, and for all those that 
had the cfaazge of Herod's effects, and declared 
publicly that he should require them to give an 
account of what they had ; and he disposed of the 
castles in the manner he pleased : but those who 
kept them did not neglect what Archehras had 
g^ven them in command,- but continued to keep all 
things in the manner they had been enjoined them ; 
and their pretehoe was, that they kept them all for 
Geesar, 

4. At the same time also did Antipas, another of 
Herod's sons, sail to Rome, in order to gain the 
goyemment; being buoyed up by Salome with 
promises that he should take that government ; 
and that he was a much honester and fitter man 
than Archelaus for that authority, sioee Herod had, 
in his former testament, deemed him the worthiest 
to be made king ; which ought to be esteemed more 
▼alid than his latter testament Antipas also 
brought with him hb motiier, and Ptolemy the 
brother of Nicolaus, one that had been Herod's 
most honoured fiiend, and was now zealous for An- 
tipas : but it was Ii-eneus the orator, and one 
who, on account of his reputation for sagacity, was 
intrusted with the afBUrs of the kingdom, who 
most of all encooraged him to attempt to gain the 
kingdom ; by whose means it was that, when some 
advised him to yield to Archelaus, as to his elder 
brother, and who had been declaied king by their 
lather's kst will, he would not submit so to do. 
And when he was come to Rome, all his relations 
revolted to him : not out of their good-will to him, 
but out of their hatred to Archelaus ; though in* 
deed they were most of all desirous of gaining their 
liber^, and to be put under a Roman governor ; 
but, if there were too great an opposition made to 
that, they thought Antipas preferable to Archelaus, 
and so joined with him, in order to procure the 
kingdom for him. Sabinus also, by letters, accused 
Arofaelaos to Cosar. 

6, Now when Archelaus had sent in his pa^ra 
to Gasar, wherein he pleaded his right to the kmg- 
dom and his father's testament, with the accounts 
of Uerod^s money, and with Ptolemy, who brought 



Herod's seal, he so expected the event ; but wheq 
GsBsar had read these p^^pers, and Varus's and Sa« 
binus's letters, with the accounts of the money, and 
what were the annual incomes of the kingdom, and 
understood that Antipas had also sent letters to 
lay claim to the kingdom, he summoned his friends 
together, to know their opinions, and with them 
Gains, tne son of Agrippa, and of Julia his daugh- 
ter, whom he had adopted, and took him, and made 
him sit first of all, and desired such as pleased to 
Bpeak their minds abotft the afifiurs now before 
them. Now, Antipator, Salome's son, a very subtle 
orator, and a bitter enemy to Archelaus, roake first 
to this purpose : — That it was ridiculous m Arche- 
laus to plwd now to-have the kingdom given }nw$ . 
since he had, in reality, taken already Uie power 
over it to himself before GfBsar had granted it to 
him ; and appealed to those bold actions of his, in 
destroying so manv at the Jewish festival ; and, if 
the men had acted unjustiy, it was but fit the pu- 
nishing of them should have been reserved to those 
that were out of the country, but had the power to 
punish them, and not been executed by a man that, 
if he pretended to be a kine, he did an iigury to 
GfBsar, by usurping that authority before it was de- 
termizied for him by Gaesar ; but, if he owned him- 
self to be a private person, his case was much worse, 
since he who was putting in for the kingdom, 
could by no means expect to have that power grant- 
ed him, of which he had already deprived Gsesar 
[by taking it to himself]. He also touched sharply 
upon him^ and appealed to his changing the com- 
manders in the army, and his sitting in the royal 
throne beforehand, and his determination of law- 
suits ; all done as if he were no other than a king. 
He appealed also to his concessions to those that 
petitioned him on a public account, and indeed 
doing such things, than which he could devise no 
greater if he had been already settled in the king- 
dom by GsBsar. He also ascribed to him the re- 
leasing of the prisoners that were in the Hippo- 
drome, and many other things, that either had been 
done eertamly by him, or were believed to be done, 
and easily might be believed to have been done, be- 
cause they were of such a nature as to be usually 
done by young men, and by such as, out of a desire 
of ruling, seize upon the government too soon. He 
also charged him with his neglect of the funeral 
mourning for his father, and with having merry 
meetings the very nieht in which he died ; and that 
it was tnence the mutitude took the handle of rais- 
ixig a tumult ; and if Archelaus oonld thus requite 
his dead father, who had bestowed such benefits 
upon him, and bequeathed such great tilings to him, 
by pretending to shed tears for him in the dav- 
time, like an actor on the stage, but every night 
making mirth for having got the sovemment, be 
would appear to be the same Ardielaus with re- 
gard to CiBsar, if he granted him the kingdom, 
which he hath been to his father; nnce he had 
then danemg and singing, as though an enemy of 
his were fallen, and not as though a man were car- 
ried to his funeral that was so nearly related, ^d 
had been so great a benefiMtor to him. But he 
said that the greatest crime of all was this, that he 
came now before Gassar to obtain the government 
by his grant, while he had before acted in all things 
as he could have acted if Gessar himself who rvlSd 
all, had fixed him firmly in the government. And 
what he most aggravated in his pleadiqg. was the 
slaughter of those about the temple, aira Uie hni" 
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piety of it, as done at the festival ; aud they were 
slain like sacrifices themselves, some of whom were 
foreigners, and others of their own country, till the 
temple was fall of dead bodies ; and all this was 
done, not by an alien, but by one who pretended to 
the lawful title of a kme, that he might complete 
the wicked tyranny which his nature prompted him 
to, and which is hated by all men. On which ac- 
count his father never so much as dreamed of 
making him his successor in the kingdom, when he 
was of a sound mind, because he knew his disposir 
tion ; and, in his former and more authentic testis 
men^ he appointed his antagonist Antipas to suc- 
ceed ; but that Archelaus was called by his father 
to that dignity, when he was in a dying condition, 
both of body and mind ; while Antipas was called 
when sipest in his judgment, and of such strength 
of body as made him capable of managing his own 
affairs : and if his fatlier had the like notion of him 
formerly that h*e hath now shown, yet he hath given 
a sufficient specimen wiiat a king he is likely to be 
when he hath [in effect] deprived CsBsar of that 
power of disposing of the kingdom, which he justly 
bath, and hath not abstained from making a ter- 
idbie slaughter of his fellow-citisBeiis in the temple, 
while he was but a private person. 

6. So when Antipater had made this speech, and 
had confirmed what he had said by producing many 
witnesses from aoaong Arehelatts's own relations, 
he mada an end of his pleading. Upon which Ni- 
eolaus arose up to plead for Archelaus, and said, 
** That what had been done at the temple was ra- 
ther to be attributed to the mind of those tliat had 
been killed, than to the authority of Archelaus ; for 
that those who were the authors of such things, are 
not only wicked in the injuries they do of them- 
selves, but in forcing sober persons to avenge 
themselves upon them. Now, it is evident that 
what these did in way of opposition was done un- 
der pretence, indeed against Archelaus, but in 
reality against CsBsar himself, for they, after an in- 
jpiioua manner, attacked and slew those who yrere 
sent by Archelaus, and who came only to put a 
atop to their doings. They had no regard, either 
to God or to the festival, whom Antipater yet is not 
ashamed to patronize, whether it be out of his in- 
dnlgenoe of an enmity to Archelaus, or out of his 
hatred of virtue and justice. For as to those who 
begin such tumults, aud first set about such un- 
righteous actions, they are tlie men who force those 
that punish them to betake themselves to arms even 
a^unst their wiU. So that Antipater in effect as- 
cribes the rest of what was done, to all those who 
were of counsel to the accusers ; for nothing which 
ia here accused of injustice has been done, but 
what was derived from them as its authors ; nor 
are those things evil in themselves, but so repre- 
sented only in order to do harm to Archelaus. 
Such is these men's inclination to do an injury to a 
man that is of their kindred, theur father's benefac- 
tor, and familiarly acquainted with them, and that 
hath over lived in friendsliip with tliem ; for that, 
as to this testament, it was made by the king when 
he was of a sound mind, and so ought to be of more 
authority than his former testament ; and that for 
this reason, because Cieaar is therein left to be the 
judge and disposer of all therein contained ; and 
fur C«sar, he will not, to be sure, at all imitate 
the unjust proceedings of those men, who, during 
Herod's whole life, had on all occasions, been 
joittt-partakers of power with him, and yet do seal- 



ously endeavour to injure his determination, while 
they have not themselves had the same regard te 
their kinsman [which ArcheUus had]. Cs^ar wil 
not Uierefore disannul the testament of a man whom 
he liad entirely supported, of his friend and confe- 
derate, and that which is committed to him in trust 
to ratify ; nor will Caesar's virtuous and upright 
disposition, which is known and uncontested through 
all the habitable world, imitate the wickednesa of 
these men in condemning a king as a madman, and 
as having lost his reason, while he hath bequeathed 
the succession to a good son of his, and to one who 
flies to Ceesar's upright determination, for refuge. 
Nor can Herod at any time have been mistaken ia 
his judgment about a successor, while he showed 
BO much prudence as to submit all to CoBsar'a 
determination." 

7. Now when Nicolaus had laid these things be* 
fore Csesar, he ended his plea: whereupon Giesar 
was so obliging to Archelaus, tliathe raised him up 
when he had csst himself down at his feet, and said, 
that he well deserved the kingdom : and he soon 
let them know that he was so far moved in his fa- 
vour, that he would not act otherwise than his fi^ 
tiler's testament directed, and than was for the ad- 
vantage of Archelaua. However, while he gave 
this encouragement to Archelaus to depend on him 
securely, he made no full determination about him ; 
and, when the assembly was broken up, he consi- 
dered by himself whether he should confirm the 
kingdom to Archelaus, or whether he should part 
it among all Herod's posterity ; and this, becansa- 
they all stood in need of much assistance to support 
them. 



CHAPTER X. 

A SISDITION OP THE JEWS AOAIKST BABIKU8 ; ARD 
HOW VABU8 BBOUOHT THE AUTHOBS 09 11 10 
PDNISHMENT. 

§ 1. But before these things could be brought to 
a settlement, Malthace, Archelaus's luotlier, fell 
into a distemper, and died of it ; and letters came 
from Varus, the president of Syria, wluch informed 
Caesar of tlie revolt of tlie Jews ; for, af ber Arche- 
laus was sailed, the whole nation was in a tumult. 
So Yams, since he was there himself, brought the 
authors of the disturbance to punisliment; and 
when he had restrained them for the most pajrt 
from this sedition, which was a great one, he toodc 
his journey to Antioch, leaving one legion of hia 
army at Jerusalem to keep the Jews quie^ who 
were now very fond of innovation. Yet did not 
this at all avail to put an end to that their sedition* 
for, after Varus was gone away, Sabinus, Caesar's 
procurator, staid behind, and greatly distressed the 
Jews, relying on the forces that were left there, 
that they would by their multitude protect him ; 
for he made use of them, and armed them, aa his 
guards, thereby so oppressing the Jews, and giving 
them so great disturbance, that at length they re- 
belled ; for he used force in seizing the citadels^ 
and aealously pressed on the sea^rch after the 
king's money, in order to seize upon it by forcet, on 
account of his love of gain, and his extraordinaiy 
covetousness. 

2. But on the approach of Pentecost, which is a- 
festival of ours, so called from the days of our 
forefathers, a gi'eat many ten thousands of men 
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got together ; nor did they oome only to celebrate 
the festival, bat oat of their indignation at the mad- 
neas of Sabinas, and at the injurieii he offered them. 
A great number there was of Galileans, and Ido- 
meansy and many men from Jericho, and others 
who had passed over the rirer Jordan, and inha- 
bited those parts. This whole multitude joined 
themselves to all the rest, and were more aesious 
than the others in making an assault on Sabinas, in 
order to be avensed on him ; so they parted them- 
selyes into three bands, and encamped themselves 
in the places following : — some of them seixed on 
the Hippodrome ; and of the other two bands, one 
pitched themselves from the northern part of the 
temple to the southern, on the east quarter ; but 
the third band held the western part of the city, 
where the kind's palace was. Their work tended 
entirely to best^ce the Romans, and to enclose them 
on all sides. Now Sabinus was afraid of these 
men's number, and of their resolutum, who had 
little tepued to their lives, but were very desirous 
not to be overcome, while they thought it a point 
of puissance to overcome their enemies ; so he sent 
immediately a letter to Varus, and, as he used to 
do, was very pressing with him, and entreated him 
to oome quickly to his ssaiHtance ; because the 
forces he had left were in imminent danger, and 
would probably, in no long time, be seized upon, 
and cut to pieces ; while 1^ did himself get up to 
the highest tower of the fortress Phasaelos, which 
had been built in honour of Phasaelus, king He- 
lod's brother, and called so when the Parthians had 
brought him to his death.* So Sabinus gave thence 
a signal to the Romans to lall upon the Jews, al- 
though he did not himself venture so much as to 
come down to his friends, and thought he might 
expect that the others should expose themselves 
first to die on account of his avarice. However, 
the Romana ventnred to make a sallv out of their 
pUce,aod a terrible battle ensued ; wherein, though 
it is true the Romans beat their adversaries, yet 
were not the Jews daunted in their resolutions, 
even when they had the sight of that terrible 
elaoghter that was made of them ; but they went 
roond about, and got upon those cloisters which 
encompassed the outer court of the temple, where 
a great fight was still continued, and they cast 
stones at the Romans, partly with their hand% and 
partly with slinss, as being much used to those 
exercises. All the archers also in array, did the 
Romans a great deal of mischief, because they used 
their hands dexterously from a place superior to 
the others, and because the others were at an utter 
loss what to do ; for when they tried to shoot their 
arrows against the Jews upwards, these arrows 
could not reach them, insomuch that the Jews were 
easily too hard for their enemies. And this sort 
of fight Usted a great while, till at Ust the Romans, 
who were greatly distressed by what was done, set 
fire to the cloisters so privately, that those who 
were gotten upon them did not perceive it. This 
fire,f being fed by a great deal of combustible mat- 
ter, caught hold immediately on the roof of the 
cloisters ; so the wood, which was full of pitch and 
wax, and whose gold was laid on it with wax, 
yielded to the flame presently, and those vast 

' Sm Antlq. b. slv. eh. zill. B«et. 10) and Oftlw War, b. IL eh. xU. 
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works, which were of the highest value and esteemi 
were destroyed utterly, while those that were on 
the roof, unexpectedly perished at the same time ; 
for as the roof tumbled down, some of these men 
tumbled down with it, and others of them were 
killed by their enemies who eneompassed them. 
There was a ^nut number more, who out of despaif 
of saving their lives, and oat of astonishment at the 
misery that surrounded them, did either cast them- 
selves into the fire, or threw themsslves npon their 
own swords, and so got oat of thev misery. But 
as to those that retired behind the same way by 
which they ascended, and thereby escaped, they 
were all killed by the Romans^ as being unarmed 
men, and their courage failing them ; their wild 
fury beuig now not able to help them, because they 
were destitute of armour, insomaeh that of those 
that went up to the top of the roof, not one escaped. 
The Romans also rushed through the fire, where it 
gave them room so to do, and seiaed on that trea- 
sure where the sacred money was reposited : a great 
part of which was stolen by the soldiers ; and Sa- 
binus got openly four hundred talents. 

3. But this caUmitv of the Jews' friends, who 
fell in this battle, gneved them, as did also this 
plundering of the money dedicated to God in the 
temple. Accordingly, that body of them which 
continued best togetlier, and was the most warlike, 
encompassed the palace, and threatened to set fire 
to it, and kill all that were m it. Yet still they 
commanded them to gooutpresentiv, and promised 
that if they woold do so, they would not hart them, 
nor Sabinus neither ; at which tune the greatest 
part of the king's troops deserted to them, while 
Kufua and Gratus, who had three thousand of the 
most warlike of Herod's army with them, who 
were men of active bodies, went over to the Ro- 
mans. There was also a band of horsemen under 
the conmiand of Rufus, which itself went over to 
the Romans also. However, the Jews went on with 
the siege, and dug mines under the palace-walls, 
and besought those that were gone over to the other 
side, not to be their hindnnce, now they had 
such a proper opportunity for the recovery of their 
country's ancient liberty ; and for Sabinus, truly 
he was desirous of going away with his soldiers, but 
was not able to trust himself with the enemy, on 
account of whatmisehief he had already done them ; 
and he took this great [pretended] lenity of theirs 
for an argument why he should not comply with 
them ; and so, because he expected that Yams was 
coming, he still bore on the siege. 

4. Now, at this time there were ten thousand 
other disorders in'Judea, which were like tumults, 
becaose a great number put themselves into a war- 
like posture, either out of hopes of gain to them- 
selves, or out of enmity to the Jews. In particu- 
lar, two thousand of Herod's old soldiers, who had 
been already disbanded, got together in Judea it- 
self, and fought against the king's troops, although 
Achiabus, Herod's first cousin, opposed them : but 
as he was driven out of the plains into the moun- 
tainous parts by the military skill of those men, he 
kept himself in the fastnesses that were there, and 
saved what he could. 

5. There was also Judas^: the son of that Eie- 
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kias, who had heen head of the robbers ; which 
Ezekias was a very strong man, and had with great 
difficulty been caught by Herod. This Judas hav- 
ing gotten together a multitude of men of a profli- 
gate character about Sepphoris in Qalilee, and made 
an assault upon the palace [there], and seized upon 
all the weapons that were laid up in it, and with 
them armed every one of those that were with him, 
and carried away what money was left there ; and 
he became terrible to all men, by tearing and rend- 
ing those that came near him ; and all mis in order 
to raise himself, and out of an ambitious desbe of 
the royal dignity ; and he hoped to obtain that as 
tlie reward, not of his virtuous skill in war, but of 
his extravagance in doing injuries. 

6. There was also Simon, who had been a slave 
of Herod the king, but in other respects a comely 
person, of a tall and robust body ; he was one that 
was much superior to others of his order, and had 
had great things committed to his care. This man 
was elevated at the disorderly state of things, and 
was so bold as to put a diadem on his head, while 
a certain number of the people stood by him, and 
b^ them he was deehued to he a king, and thought 
hunself more worthy of that dignity than any one 
else. He burnt down the royal palace at Jericho, 
and plundered what was left in it He also set fire 
to many others of the king's houses in sevend 
places of the country, and utterly destroyed them, 
and permitted those that were with him to take 
what was left in them for a prey ; and he would 
have done greater things, unless care had been 
taken to repress him immediately; for Gratus, 
when he had joined himself to some Roman sol- 
diers, took the forces he had with him, and met 
Simon, and after a great and a long figh^ no small 
part of those that came from Perea, who were a 
disordered body of men, and foueht rather in a bold 
than in a skilful manner, were destroyed ; and al- 
though Simon had saveid himself by flying away 
through a certain valley, vet Gratus overtook him, 
and cut off his head. The royal palace, also, at 
Amathus, by the river Jordan, was burnt down, by 
a partv of men that were got together, as were 
those belonging to Simon. And thus did a great 
and wild fury spread itself over the nation, because 
they had no lung to keep the multitude in good 
order ; and because those foreigners, who came to 
reduce the seditious to sobriety, did, on the con- 
trary, set them more in a flame, because of die in- 
juries they offered them, and the avaricious ma- 
nagement of thev affiurs. 

/• But because Athronges, a person neither 
eminent by the dignity of progenitors, nor for any 
^reat wealth he was possessed of, but oue that had 
u all respects been a shepherd only, and was not 
known bv any body ; yet because he was a tall 
man, and excelled others in the strength of his 
hands, he was so bold as to set up for king. This 
man thought it so sweet a thing to do more than 
ordinary injuries to others, that although he should 
be kiUedy he did not so much care, if he lost his life 
in so great a design. He had also four brethren, 
who were tall men themselves, and were believed 
to be superior to others in the strength df tiieir 
hands, and thereby were encouraged to aim at great 

ChoM tm fbooMiid dbordcn hi JndM, which ha telli m wnv then 
•A»rv«d, Mt MCt. 4 and 8» tlM Thmdaa or Um Aou mighlto at Um b«Hl 
of oo« of thuw MdiUoo , duiugfa no* ptfUoularly uuiMd bjr hlia. Thii 
he iuforma u hart. Met. 6» and Of the War, b. li. eh. Ir. ecet. a, thai 
certain of the Mditloiu oame and bonit the royal |iabiee at Amathus, 
Of Dethnramphl^ upon the tirer Jordan. Perhapa their leader, who 
la net nauea bjr Joeephua, mli^t be tUa Thaudaa. 



things, and thought that strength of theirs would 
support them in retaining the kingdom. Each oi 
these ruled over a band of men of their own ; for 
those they got together to them were vety numer- 
ous. They were every one of them also command- 
ers ; but, when they came to fight, they were sub- 
ordinate to him, and fought for him, while he put a 
diadem upon his head, and assembled a council to 
debate about what things should be done ; and all 
things were done according to his pleasure. And' 
this man retained his power a great while ; he was 
also called king, and had nothmg to hmder him 
from doing what he pleased. He also, as well as 
his brethren, slew a great many both of the Romans 
and of the king's forces, and manued matters with 
die like hatred to each of them. The king's forces 
they fell upon, because of the licentious conduct 
they had b^en allowed under Herod's government ; 
and they fell upon the Romans, because of the in- 
juries they had so latel|y received from them. But 
in process of tune they grew more cruel to all sorts 
of men ; nor could any one escape from one or other 
of these seditions, since they slew some out of the 
hopes of gain, and others froih a mere custom of 
slaying men. They once attacked a company of 
Romans at Emmaus, who were bringing com nnd 
we^ns to the army, and fell upon ^us, the cen- 
turion, who commanded the company, and shot 
forty of the best of his foot-soldiers ; but the rest 
of them were affrighted at their slaughter, and left 
their dead behind them, but saved Siemselves by 
the means of Gratus, who came with the king's 
troops that were about him, to their assistance. 
Now, these four brethren continued the war a long 
while by such sort of expeditions, and much grieved 
the Romans (but did their own nation also a great 
deal of mischief) ; yet were they afterwards sub- 
dued ; one of them in a fight with Gratus, another 
with Ptolemy ; Archelaus also took the eldest of 
them prisoner ; while the last of them was so de- 
jected at the others' misfortune, and saw so phtinly 
that he had no way now left to save himself, his 
army being worn away with sickness and continual 
labours, that he also delivered himself up to Aiehe- 
Uus, upon his promise and oath to God to [preserve 
his life]. But these things came to pass a good 
while aiterward. 

8. And now Judea was full of robberies ; and, as 
the several companies of the seditious lighted upon 
any one to head them, he was created a king im- 
mediately, in order to do mischief to the public 
They were in some small measure indeed, and in 
small matters, hurtful to the Romans, but the mur- 
ders they committed upon their own people, lasted 
a long while. 

9. As soon as Varus was once informed of the 
state of Judea, by Sabinus's writing to him, he was 
afraid for the legion he had left there ; so he took 
the two other legions (for there were three legions 
in all belonging to Syria), and four troops of horse- 
men, with tbe several auxiliary forces which either 
the kings or certain of the tetrarchs a£fbrded him, 
and made what haste he could to assist those that 
were then besieged in Judea. He also gave order, 
that all that were sent out for this expedition should 
make haste to Ptdemais. The dtiiens of Bcnrjlna 
also gave him fifteen hundred auxiliaries, as he 
passed through their city. Aretas also, the king 
of Arabia Petrea, out of his hatred to Herod, and 
in order to purchase the favour of the Romans, sent 
him no small assistance, besides their footmen and 
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lioraemen : and, when he had now collected all their 
forces together, he committed part of them to his 
son, and to a friend of his, and sent them upon an 
expedition into Galilee, which lies in the neighbour- 
hood of Ptolemais ; who made an attack upon the 
enemy, and put them to flight, and took Sepphorisy 
and made its inhabitants slaves, and burnt the city. 
But Varus himself pursued his march to Samaria 
with his whole army : yet did not he meddle with 
the city of that name, because it had not at all 
joined with the seditious, but pitched his camp at a 
certain village that belonged to Ptolemy, whose 
name was Arns, which the Arabians bum^ out of 
their hatred to Herod, and out of the enmity they 
bore to his fidends ; whence they marched to ano- 
ther village, whose name was Sampho, which the 
Arabians plundered and burnt, although it was a 
fortified and strong place ; and all along this march 
nothing escaped them, but all places were full of 
fire and of slaughter. Emmaus was also burnt by 
Vams's order, after its inhabitants had deserted it, 
that he might avenge those that had there been 
destroyed. From thence he now marched to Jeru- 
salem ; whereupon the Jews whose camp lay there, 
and who had beneged the Roman legion, not bear- 
ing the coming of this army, left the siege imper^ 
feet : but as to the Jerusalem Jews, when Yams 
reproached them bitterly for what had been done, 
they cleared themselves of the accusation ; and al- 
leged that the conflux of the people was occasioned 
by the feast ; that the war was not made with their 
i4>probation, but by the rashness of the strangers ; 
while they were on the side of the Romans, and 
besieged together with them, rather than having 
any inclination to besiege them. There also came 
beforehand to meet Varus, Joseph, the cousin-ger- 
roan of king Herod, as also Gratus and Rufus, who 
brought their soldiers along with them, together 
with those Romans who had been besieged : but 
Sabinus did not come mto Varus's presence, but 
stole oat of the city privately, and went to the sea- 



10. Upon this. Varus sent a part of his army into 
the conntiy, to seek out those that had been the 
anthers of the revolt ; and when they were disco- 
vered, he punished some of them that were most 
guilty, and some he dismissed : now Uie number of 
those that were crucified on this account were two 
thousand: after which he disbanded his army, 
which he found nowise useful to him in the affairs 
he came about ; for they behaved themselves very 
disorderly, and ^disobeyed his orders, and what 
Varus desired them to do ; and this out of regard 
to that gain which they made by the misohief they 
did. As for himself, when he was informed tliat 
ten thousand Jews had gotten together, he made 
baste to catch them ; but they did not proceed so 
far aa to fight him, but, by the advice of AchUbus, 
they came together, and delivered themselves up 
to him : hereupon Varus foi^vfr the crime of re- 
Tolting to the multitude,^ but sent their several 
eommanden to Gsesar, many of whom Csesar dis- 
miaaed ; but for the several relations of Hered who 
had been among these men in this war, tliey were 
the only persons whom he punished, who, without 
the least regard to justice, fought against their own 
kindred. 



2 o 



CHAPTER XI. 

▲N BMBAS8A0B OF THB JBWfl TO CiEBAR ; AND HOW 
CJeAR COIVFIJVMBD HBB0O*8 TBSTAMBNT. 

§ 1. So when Varus had settled these aflain, and 
had placed the former legion at Jerusalem, he re- 
turned back to Antioch ; but as for Archelaus, he 
had new sources of trouble come upon him at Rome^ 
on the occasions following : for an embassage of th« 
Jews was come to Rome, Varus having permitted 
the nation to send it, that they might petition for 
the liberty of living by their own laws.* Now, the 
number of the ambassadors that were sent by th« 
authority of the nation, were fifty, to which they 
joined above eight thousand of the Jews that were 
at Rome already. Hereupon Caesar assembled his 
friends, and the chief men among the Romans, in 
the temple of Apollo,t which be had built at a vast 
charge ; whither the ambassadora came, and a mul- 
titude of the Jews that were there already, came 
with them, as did also Arehelaus and his friends ; 
but as for the several kinsmen which Ardielaua 
had, thev would not join themselves with him, out 
of their hatred to him : and yet they thought it too 
gross a thing for them to assist the ambassadors 
[against him], as supposing it would be a disgraoo 
to them in Caesar's opinion to think of thus aeting 
in opposition to a man of their own kindred : 
Philip^: also was come hither out of Syria, by the 
persuasion of Varus, with this principal intention 
to assist his brother [Arehelaus] ; for Varus was 
his great friend : but still so, that if there riiould 
any change happen in the form of government, 
(which Varus suspected there would), and if any 
distribution should be made on account of the num- 
ber that desired the liberty of living by their own 
laws, that he might not be disappointed^ but might 
have his share in it 

2. Now, upon the liberty that was given to the 
Jewish ambassadon to speak, they who hoped to 
obtaiq a dissolution of kingly government, hetook 
themselves to accuse Herod of his iniquities ; and 
they declared that he was indeed in name a king, 
but that he had taken to himself an uncontrollable 
authority, which tyrants exereise over their sub- 
jects, and had made use of that authority for the 
destruction of the Jews, and did not abstain from 
making many innovations among them besides, ac- 
cording to his own inclinations ; and that whereas 
there were a great many who perished b^ that 
destruction he brought upon them, so many mdeed 
as no other history relates, they that survived were 
far more miserable than those that suffered under 
him, not only by the anxiety they were under from 
his looks and disposition towards them, but from 
the danger their estates were in of being taken away 
by him* That he did never leave off adorning 
these cities that lay in their neighbourhood, but 
were inhabited by foreignen ; but so that the cities 
belonging to his own government wore ruined, and 
utterly destroyed ; that whereas, when he took the 
kingdom, it was in an extraoz^naty flourishing 
condition, he had filled the nation wiUi the utmost 
degree of poverty ; and when, upon unjust pre- 
tences, he had slain any of the nobility, he took 
away their estates : and when he permitted any of 

• Sm OfttM War. b. 11. eh. H. wMU S. 
4 Sm UmimM*, ortb* War, !». U. eh. vL wot. 1. 
^ t Be wiM totnreh aOeniBida. 
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them to live, he condemned them to the forfeiture 
of what they poasessed. And, besides the annual 
impositions which he laid upon every one of them, 
they were to make liberal presents to himself, to his 
domestics and friends, and to such of hift slaves as 
were vouchsafed the favour of being his tax-ga- 
therers ; because there was no way of obtaining a 
freedom from unjust violence, without giving either 
gold or silver for it. That they would say nothing 
of the corruption of the chastity of their virgins, 
and the reproach laid on their wives for inconti- 
neney, and those things acted after an insolent and 
inhuman manner ; because it was not a smaller 
pleasure to the suffeisers to have such things con- 
cesled, than it would have been not to have suffered 
them. That Herod had put such abuses upon them 
as a wild beast would not have put on them, if he 
bad power given him to rule over us : and that, al- 
though their nation had passed through many sub- 
versions and alterations of government, their his- 
tory gave no account of {my calamity they had ever 
been under, that could be compared with this which 
Herod had brought upon their nation ; that it was 
for this reason that tliey thought they might justly 
ftnd gladly salute Archelaus as king, upon this sup- 
position, that whosoever should be set over their 
kingdom, he would appear more mild to them than 
Herod had been ; and that they bad joined with 
bim in the mourning for his father, in order to 
gratify him, and were ready to oblige him in other 
points also, if they could meet with any degree of 
moderation from him ; but that he seemed to be 
afiraid lest he should not be deemed Herod's own 
son ; and so, without any delay, he immediately let 
the nation understand his meaning, and this before 
his dominion was well established, since tlie power 
of disposing of it belonged to Ceesar, who could ei- 
ther give it to him or not, as he pleased. That he 
had given a specimen of his future virtue to his 
subjects, and with what kind of moderation and 
ftood administration he would govern them, by that 
nis first action which concerned them, his own 
citizens, and Grod himself also, when he made the 
slaughter of three thousand of his own countrymen 
at the temple. How, then, could they avoid the 
lust hatred of him, who, to the rest of his barbarity, 
nath added this as one of our crimes, that we have 
opposed and contradicted him in the exercise of his 
authority t Now, the main thing they desired, 
was this : That they might be delivered from kingly 
and the like forms of government,* and might be 
added to Syria, and be put under the authority of 
Buch presidents of theirs as should be sent to them ; 
for that it would thereby be made evident, whether 
they be really a seditious people, and generally fond 
of innovations, or whether they would live in an 
orderly manner, if they might have governors of 
any sort of moderation set over them. 

3. Now when the Jews had raid this, Nicolaus 
vindicated the kings from these accusations, and 

• If aav OM eompaM that divln* pradletlon conccnlng th* lynuniloal 
vomtT nbich lb* Jen lab klngi would •serdM over them. If they would 
Mr M fboHsh as to preftr it before tb*ir aoeloat thcocney or •rtoiocnwjr, 
(I aam. tUL 1-SS. Antlq. b. vt. eh. Iv. sect. 4.) be will .ooo find that It 
w«s BuperahuBdaDtly fulSlled In the days of Herod, and that to such a 
degree, that the aattoa now at but eaemed MreJy to repeat oT »ucb their 
•noient ebidee. In oppoeltloa U» God^ bettw choice for them, and had 
BBoch rather be eulf^eet to even a pagan Raman government, and their 
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Herod J wbleb tequcet oi'tbrin Auguetus did not now grant them,'but 
did II far the ooe half at that nation In a f^ ymn anarward, upon 
fresh eemplHlnts made by the Jews agalnet Arebebus, who, under the 
mere bumble name of an ethnareb. which Augustus would only now 
allow him, seen took upon bIm the insolenea and tyranny of bis flitber 
fcbig Herod, as the reaialaiqg partofthla book wlU Infonn ns, and par. 
Ue3arlyah.Klll.eect.fc^ ^ ^ 



said, that as for Herod, since he had never been 
thus accused f all the time of his life, it was not 
fit for those that might have accused him of lesset 
crimes than those now mentioned, and might have 
procured him to be punished during his lifetime, to 
bring an accusation against him now he is dead. 
He also attributed the actions of Archelaus to the 
Jews' injuries to him, who, affecting to govern con- 
trary to the laws, and going about to kill those that 
woo^ have hindered them from acting unjustly, 
when they were by bim punished for what tliey had 
done, made their complaints against him ; so ho , 
accused them of their attempts for innovation, and 
of the pleasure they took in sedition, by reason ot 
their not having learned to submit to justice and 
to the laws, but still desiring to be superior in all 
things. This was the* substance of what Nicolaus 
said. 

4. When Csesar had heard these pleadings, he 
dissolved the assembly ; but a few days afterwards 
he appointed Archelaus, not indeed to be king of 
the whole country, but etlinarch of one half of that 
which had been subject to Herod, and promised to 
give him the royal dignity hereafter, if he governed 
that part virtuously. But as for the other half, he 
divided it into two parts, and gave it to two oUier 
of Herod's sons, to Philip and to Antipas, that An- 
tipas who disputed with Archelaus for the whole 
kingdom. Now, to him it was that Perea and Ga- 
lilee paid their tribute, which amounted annually 
to 200talent84: while Batanea with Trachonitis. 
as well as Auranitis, with a certain part of wbal 
was called the Houte o/Zenodorut,^ paid the tri- 
bute of one hundred talents to Philip ; but Idumen, 
and Judea, and the country of Samaria, paid tribute 
to Archelaus, but had now a fourth part of that tri- 
bute taken off by order of Oesar, who decreed them 
that mitigation, because they did not join in this 
revolt with the rest of the multitude. There were 
also certain of the cities which paid tribute to Ar- 
chelaus : — Strato's Tower and Sebaste, with Joppa 
and Jerusalem ; for as to Gaza, Gadara, and Hip- 
pos, they were Grecian cities, which Csesar separated 
from his governmen^ and added them to the pro- 

t This U not true. Bee Antlq. b. xlv. cb. Ix. ■aet.S, 4 ; and eh. stL 
leet. a, and cb. sill, faect. 1, 2; AnUq. b. xr. cb. iU. sect, ft; and ch. a. 
•ect. S, 8 { Antiq. b. svi. eh. ix. aect. a. 

f Since Josepfaus here Informs us that Arebefaios had one-half of the 
kingdom or Herod, and presently iofurms us forihvr, that Arebebuufe 
annual income, after an abatement of one quarter fur the present, wae 
000 Ulentj>, we may therefore gather pretty nearly what was Herod the 
Orrat's yearly Income, 1 mean about 1000 talvnu, which, at the known 
value of MOO sheketo to a talent, and about fl*. lOd. to a shekel, in the 
day^ of Joscphiis, tee the note on AnUq. b. 111. th. vlll. ceet. 8, amounia 
to irao,U0O eterlmg ftramuam; which tauxMne,4tbot«gh great in Itseir 
bearing no proportion to bis vaKtexpensM evrryu here visible in Joecphua. 
and to the vast nime be left behind hhn in his will (eh. vlli. eeet. 1; and 
cb. xU. soct. 1), the rest must have arisen either hum bis oonfteoatioa 
of tbooe great menl eeUtes whom be put to death, or mad* to pay Una 



far the kaving of their liver, or from some other heavy methods of ep. 
preeskm which savage tyranU usually ezcrelae upon their mleeraUe 
•ubjects; or rather from then several methods putU«cther, aU which 



aspnlehre, but 
vii. cb. XV. sect. a. 



yet seem very much too small for his expenses, being drawn fhm ■• 
larger a nation than that of the Jews, which waa very populons, but 
without the qdvantage of trade to bring them riches t so that I eaaaat 
but strongly euepeet that no small part of this his wealth araie ftom 
oej I mean from aome vast sums he took out of Davids 
' mthepeqpla. See the ao«t en Antlq. h. 

f Take here a V9rr nteAil note of OrotlQji, on Lnha IB. 1, here q 
by Dr. Hudson : — *' When Joeepbus says that Hme psot of the 
(or poesrstlon; of Zenodorus {i. e. Abilene) was allotted to Philip, ha 
thetaby deebrai that the larger part of it brioi«ed to another. Thla 
other was L^eanias, whom Luke mentions, of the poatenty of that I^- 
Santas « ho «»« noeMased of the same cnuntry calkd AUIcne, from th» 
dly Abih^ and by other* ChaJddene. trcm the city Chahris, when the 
government of the eest was under Antonius, aD<* lhi« after Ptoleny 
th« son of Mennene; i^om which Lyouiia-., thl* country came to be 
commonly called the Country of Igrmnlas; and as, afker the death of 
the former Lysanlas, It was called the IVtrarehy of Zenodorus, so after 
the death of Zeaodorua. or when the time for which he hired It WM 
ended, when another Lyianlaa, of the same name with the fanner, waa 
poessasedof the came country. It began to be called the Tetnreikye# 
LyMwhw." However, since Jo^ephus elsewhere (Antlq. b. xx. eh. el-. 
aect. I) dearhrdMlagulshes AhtUme from ChaMdsw, Offotlva Biiat ba 
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Tince of Syria. Now the tribute moDcy tliat eame 
\p ArchelaiiB every year from his own dominioiis, 
amoonted to six handled talents. 

5. And EO much eame to Herod's sons from 
their father's inheritance ; bnt Salome, besides 
what lier brother left her by his testament, which 
were Jamnia, Ashdod, and Phasaelis, and fiye hun- 
dred thousand [drachmae] of coined silver, CoBsar 
made her a present of a royal habitation at Askelon ; 
in all, her revenues amounted to sixty talents by 
the year, and her dwelling-house was within Ar- 
eheiaus's government The rest also of the king's 
relations received what his testament allotted them. 
Moreover, Cossar made a present to each of Herod's 
two virgin dsughters, besides what their father left 
them, of two hundred snd fifty thousand [drachmae] 
of silver, and married them to Pheroras's sons : he 
also granted all that was bequeathed unto himself 
to the king's sons, which was one thousand five 
hundred talents, excepting a few of the veeseby 
which he reserved for himself ; and they were ao- 
eeptable to him, not so much for the great value 
they were of, as because they were memorials of 
the king to him. 

CHAPTER XII. 

OONCBBmilG ▲ 8PUBI0DS ALEX4NDUL 

§ 1. When these affairs had been thus settled by 
Cnsar, a certain young man, by birth a Jew, but 
brought up by a Roman freed-man in the city of 
Sidon, ingrafted himself into the kindred of Herod, 
by the cesembUnoe of his countenance, which those 
saw him attested to be that of Alexander, the son 
of Herod, whom he had slain ; and this was an in- 
citement to him to endeavour to obtain the govern- 
ment ; so he took to him as an assistant, a man of 
his own country (one that was well acquainted with 
the affairs of the palace, but, on other accounts, an 
ill man, and one whose nature made him capable of 
causing grest disturbances to the public, and one 
that became a teacher of such a mischievous cou* 
trivance to the other), and declared himself to be 
Alexander, and the son of Herod, but stolen away 
by one of those tlutt were sent to slay him, who, in 
reality, slew other men, in order to deceive the 
spectators, but saved both him and his brother Aris- 
tobulus. Thus was this man elated, and able to 
impose on those that came to him ; and when he 
was come to Crete, he made all the Jews that eame 
to discourse with him believe him to be [Alex- 
ander]. And when he had gotten mnch money 
which had been presented to him there, he passed 
over to Melos, where he got much more money than 
he had before, adi of the belief they had that he 
was of the royal family, and their hopes that he 
would recover bis father's principality, and reward 
his benefactors ; so he made haste to Rome, and 
was conducted thither by those strangers who enter- 
tained him. He was also so fortunate as, upon his 
landing at Dicearchia, to bring the Jews that were 
there unto the same delusion ; and not only other 
people, bnt also all those who had been great with 
Herod, or had a kindness for him, joined themselves 
to this man as to their king. The cause of it was 
tliis, tliat men were glad of his pretences, which were 
seconded by the likeness of his countenance, which 
made tliosc that had been acquainted ivitli Alex- 
ander strongly to believe tliat he was no other but 
2 c 2 



the very same person, which they also confirmed to 
others by oath ; insomuch that when the report 
went about him that he was coming to Rome, the 
whole multitude of Jews that were there went out 
to meet him, ascribing it to Divine Providence that 
he had so unexpect^ly escaped, and being very 

ioyful on account of his mother's fkmily. And when 
le was come, he was carried in a royal litter through 
the streets ; and all the ornaments about him were 
such as kinga are adorned withal ; and this was al 
the expense of those that entertained hmi. The 
multitude also flocked about him greatly, and made 
mightv acclamations to him, and nothing was omit* 
ted which could be thought suitable to such as had 
been so unexpectedly preserved. 

2. When this thing was told Ceesar, he did not 
believe it, bccauae Herod was not easily to be im* 
posed upon in such affairs as were of great ooo- 
corn to him ; yet, having some saq>icion it might 
be so, he sent one Geladus, a freed-man of his, and 
one that had conversed with the young men tliem- 
selves, and bade him bring Alexander into his pre- 
sence : so he brought him, being no more accurate 
in judging about bun than the rest of the mulkituda 
Yet did he not deceive Ccssar ; for although there 
was a resemblance between him and Aiexanderi 
yet it was not so exact as to impose on such as were 
prudent in discerning ; for this spurious Alexan^ 
der had his hands rough, by the labours he had 
l^een put to ; and instead of that softnees of body 
which the other had, and this as derived from his 
delicate and generous education, this man, for the 
contrary reason, had a rugged body. When there- 
fore, CsBsar saw how the master and tlie scholar 
agreed in this lying story, and in a bold way of 
talking, he inquued about Aristobulus, and asked 
what became of him, who (it seems) was stolen 
away together with him, and for .what reason it 
was that he did not come alon^ with him, and ea* 
deavonr to recover that domimon which was due to 
his high birth also. And when he said that he had 
been left in the isle of Crete, for fear of the dan- 
gers of the sea, that, in case any accident should 
come to himself, the posterity of Mariamne might 
not utterly perish, but that Aristobulus might sor* 
vive, and punish those that laid such troMherous 
designs against them ; and when he persevered in 
his ajlrmations, and the author of Uie imposture 
agreed in supporting it, CiBsar took the young man 
by himself, and said to him, ** If thou wilt not im- 
pose upon me, thou shalt have this for thy rewards 
that thou shait escape with thy Ufe ; tell me, then, 
who thou art, and who it was that had boldness 
enough to contrive such a cheat as this. For this 
contrivance is too considerable a piece of villany to 
be undertaken by one of thy age." Accordingly, 
because he had no other way to take, he told Ceesar 
the contrivance, and after what manner, and by 
whom, it was laid together. So Oesar, upon ob> 
serving the spurious Alexander to be a strong ao^ 
tive man, and fit to work with his hands, that he 
might not break his promise to him, put him among 
those that were to row among the mariners, but slew 
him that mduced him to do what he had done ; for 
as for the people of Melos, he thought them suffi- 
ciently punidied, in having thrown away so much 
of their money upon this spurious Alexander. And 
such was the ignominious conclusion of this bold 
contrivance about the spurious Alexander. 
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CHAPTER XIIT. 

■OW ABCHBLAUS, UPON ▲ BBOONB AOCUBATIOIf, WAS 
BAKI8HBD TO TIBMNA. 

I 1. Whbn AreheUns wm entered on his ethnar^ 
chy, and was come into Jodea, he accused Joazar, 
the aon of Boethns, of aasiatine the seditious, and 
took away the high-priesthood from him, and pat 
EleiTir his brother in his place. He also magni* 
fieently rebuilt the royal palace that had been at 
Jericho^ and he diverted half the water with which 
the Tillage of Neara used to be watered, and drew 
off that water into the phun, to water those palm- 
trees which he had there planted : he also built a 
Tillage, and pot his own name upon it, and called 
it Arcbehus. Moreover, he transgressed the law 
of our fathers,* and married Glaphyra, the. daugh- 
ter of Archelans, who had been the wife of nis 
brother Alexander, which Alexander had three 
ehiidren by her, while it was a thing detestable 
among the Jews to marry the brothers's wife. Nor 
did this Eleasar abide long in the high -priesthood, 
Jesus, the son of Sie, being put in his room while 
he was still liring. 

2. But in the tenth year of Arehelaus's govern- 
ment, both his brethren and the principal men of 
' Judea and Samaria, not being able to bear his bar- 
barous and tyrannical usage of them, accused him 
before Cmiar, and that especially because thev 
kuew he had broken the commands of CsBsar, whion 
obliged him to behave himself with moderation 
among theoL Whereupon CsBsar, when he heard 
it, was very sngry, and called for Archelaus's stew- 
ard, who took care of his affairs at Rome, and 
whose nam* was Arehelaos also ; and thinking it 
beneath him to write to Archelaus, he bade him 
sail away as soon as possible, and bring him to 
Rome ; so the man made haste in his vovage, and 
when he came into Judca he found ArcheUus feast- 
ing his friends ; so he told him what Ceesar had 
aent him about^ and hastened him away. And 
when he was come [to Rome], to Csesar, upon hear- 
ing what certain accusers of his had to say, and 
what reply he could make, botli banished him, and i 
appmnted Vienna, a city of Gaul, to be the place ' 
of hia habitation, and took his money away from 



8. Now, before Archelaus was gone up to Rome 
upon this message, he related this dream to his 
mends : That he saw ears of com, in number ten, 
full of wheat, perfectly ripe ; which ears, as it 
■eemed to him, were devoured by oxen. And when 
he was awake and gotten up, because the vision 
appealed to be of great importance to him, he sent 
for the diviners, whose study was employed about 
drcMus. And while some were of one opinion and 
■ome of another (for all their interpretations did 

• niHiiliriiii mmbmUt obMrvM hm; tkat K wm f orWddwi Um Uwa 
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not agree), Simon, a man of the sect of the ] 
desired to speak his mind freely, and said, that the 
vision denoted a change in the aJBTairs of Archelaus, 
and that not for the better ; that oxen, because that 
animal takes uneasy pains in his labours, denoted 
afflictions, and indeed denoted farther, a change of 
affairs ; because that Und which is ploughed by 
oxen cannot remain in its former state ; and that 
the ears of com being ten, determined the like 
number of years, because an ear of com grows io 
one year ; and that the time of Archelaus's govern- 
ment was over. And thus did this man exooond 
the dreiun. Now, on the fifth day after this dream 
came first to Archelaus, the other Archelaus, that 
was sent to Judea by CsBsar to call bun away, came 
hither also. 

4. The like accident befell Ghiphyra his wife, 
who was the daughter of king Archelaus, who, as 
I said before, was married, while she was a vii^) 
to Alexander, the son of Herod, and brother of Ar- 
chelaus ; but since it fell out so that Alexander waa 
slain by his father, she was married to Juba, the 
king of Libya ; and when he was dead, and she 
lived in widowhood in Cappadocia with her father. 
Archelaus divorced his former wife Mariamne, and 
married her, so great was his affection for her; 
who, during her marriage to him, saw the follow- 
ing dream : — She thought she saw Alexander stand- 
ing by her ; at which she rejoiced, and embraced 
him with great affection ; but that he complained 
of her, and said, O Glaphyra ; thou provest that 
saying to be true, which assures us that women are 
not to be trasted. Didst thou not pledge thy fiaith 
to me t and wast thou not married to me when 
thou wast a virgin t and had we not children be- 
tween us t Yet hast thou forgotten the affection I 
bare to thee, out of a desire of a second husband. 
Nor hast thou been satisfied with that iiijnry thoa 
didst me, but thou hast been so bold as to procure 
thee a third husband to lie by thee, and in an in- 
decent and impradent manner hast entered into 
my house, and hast been married to ArcheUus, thy 
husband and my brother. However, I will not 
forget thy former kind affection for me ; but will 
set thee free from every such reproachful action, 
and cause tliee to be mine again, as thou once wast.*' 
When she had related tliis to her female oompa-> 
nions, in a few days' time she departed this life. 

5. Now, I did not think these histoneo improper 
for the present discourse, both because my dia- 
course now is concerning lungs, and otherwise also 
on account of the advantage hence to be drawn, as 
well for the confirmation of the immortality of the 
soul, as of the providence of God over human affairs, 
I thought them fit to be set down ; but if any one 
does not believe such relations, let him indeed en- 
joy his own opinion, but let him not hinder another 
that would thereby encourage himself in virtue. 
So Archelaus's country was Uid to the provinoe of 
Syria ; and Cyrenios, one that had been consul, 
was sent by Ceesar to take account of people's effBda 
in Syria, and to sell the house of Arobekns. 
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CHAPTER I. 

ROW crBncivs was sent bt cjsab to maeb a tax- 
ation OF STEIA AND JUDBA ; AND HOW COPONIUS 
WAS SENT TO BE PBOCUBATOB 07 JUDBA ; OOD- 
CEENINO JUDAS 07 GALILEE, AND CONCEBNINO THE 
SECTS THAT WEBB AMONG THE JEWS. 

I 1. Now CjTeDiiis, a Roman senator, and one who 
had gone through other magistracies, and had pas- 
sed through them till he htA been consul, and one 
who, on other accounts, was of great dignity, came 
at this time mto Syria, with a few others, being 
sent by Caesar to be a judge of that nation, and to 
take an account of their substance : Copoiiius also, 
a man of the equestrian order, was sent together 
with him, to haye the supreme power over the 
Jews. Moreover, Cyrenius came himself into Ju- 
dea, whioh was now added to the province of Sy- 
ria, to take an account of their substance, and to 
dispose of Arehelaus's money ; but the Jews, 
although at the beginning they took the report of a 
taxation heinously, yet did they leave off any far- 
ther opposition to it, by the persuasion of Joazar, 
who wsa the son of Boethus, and high-priest So 
they, being over-persuaded by Joazar's words, gave 
an account of their estates, witliout any dispute 
about it ; yet there was one Judas, a Gaulonite,* 
of a city whose name was Gkunala, who taking with 
him SadduCjf a Pharisee, became zealous to draw 
them to a revolt, who said that this taxation was 
no better than an introduction to slavery, and ex- 
horted the nation to assert their liberty ; as if tliey 
oould procure them happiness and security for what 
they possessed, and an assured enjoyment of a still 
greater good, which was that of the honour and glory 
they would thereby acquire for magnanimity. They 
also^said that God would not otherwise be assistmg 

• Onm B«..Ldk> om* (Aoti v. 97), and JoMphoa ftmr wtotsI tiniM^ 
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to them, than npon their jointng with one another in 
such counsels as might be successful, and for their 
own advantage ; and this especially, if they would 
set about great exploits, and not grow weanr in ex- 
ecuting the same ; so men received what they said 
with pleasure, and this bold attempt proceeded to a 
great height All sons of misfortunes also sprane 
from these men, and the nation was infected with 
this doctrine to an incredible degree ; one violent 
war came upon us after another, and we lost our 
friends, who used to alleviate our pain ; there were 
also very great robberies and murders of our prin- 
cipal men. This was done in pretence indeed for 
tlie public welfare, but in reality for the hopes of 
gain to themselves ; whence arose seditions, and 
from them murders of men, which sometimes fell 
on those of their own people (by the madness of 
these men towards one another, while their desire 
was that none of the adverse party might be left), 
and sometimes on their enemies ; a fiunine also 
coming upon us, reduced ua to the last degree of 
despair, as did also the takuig and demolishing of 
cities ; nay, the seditbn at hwt increased so high, 
that the very temple of God was oumt down by 
their enemy's fire. Such were the consequences of 
tins, that the customs of our fathers were altered. 
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for Judas and Saddue^ who excited a founh phi- 
losophic sect among us, and had a great many fol- 
lowers therein, filled our civil government with tu- 
mults at present, and Utid the foundation of our 
future miseries, by this system of philosophy, which 
we were before unacquainted wiiluU; concerning 
which I shali discourse a little, and tliis the ratlier, 
because the infection which spread thence among 
the younger sort, who were zealous for it, brought 
the public to destruction. 

2. The Jews had for a great while three sects of 
philosophy peculiar to themselves ; the sect <^ the 
Essens, and the sect of the Sadduoees, and the third 
sort of opinions was that of those called Pharisees ; 
of which sects although I have already spoken in 
the second book of the Jewish War, yet will I a 
little touch upon tliem now. 

S. Now, for the Pharisees, they live meanly, nod. 
despise delicacies in diet ; and they follow the con- 
duct of reason ; and what that prescribes to them 
as good for them, they do ; and they think they 
ought earnestly to strive to observe reason's dictates 
for practice. They also pay a respect to such as 
are in years ; nor are they so bold as to contradict 
them in any thing which they have introduced ; 
j and, when they determine that all things are done 
I by fate, they do not take away the CrMdom firom 
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men of acting as they think fit ; since their notion 
is, that it hath pleased God to make a temperament, 
whereby what ne wills is done, bat so that the will 
of men can act Tirtuoualy or viciously. They also 
believe that souls have an immortal vigour in them, 
and that under the earth there will be rewards or 
punishments, according as they have lived virtu- 
ously or viciously in this life ; and the latter aoe to 
be detained in an everlasting prison, but that the 
former shall have power to revive and live again ; 
on account of which doctrines, they are able greatly 
to persuade the bod^ of the people ; and whatso- 
ever they do about divine worship, prayers, and sa^ 
crifices, they perform them according to their di- 
rection ; insomuch tliat the cities gave great attes- 
tations to them on account of their entire virtuous 
conduct, both in the actions of their lives and their 
discourses also. 

4. But the doctrine of the Sadduoees is this : 
That souls die with the bodies ; nor do they regard 
the observation of any thing besides what the law 
enjoins them ; for they thimt it an instance of vir- 
tue to dispute with those teachers of philosophy 
whom they frequent ; but this doctrine is received 
but by a few, yet by thos^ still of the greatest dig- 
nity ; but they are able to do almost nothing of 
themselves ; for when they become magistrates, as 
they are unwillingly and by force sometimes obliged 
to be, they addict themselves to the notions of the 
Pharisees, because the multitude would not other- 
wise bear them. 

3. The doctrine of the Essens is this : That aU 
things are best ascribed to God. Iliey teach the 
immortality of souls, and esteem that the rewards 
of righteousness are to be earnestly striven for: 
and when they send what they have dedicated to 
Crod into the temple, they do not offer sacrifices,* 
because they have more pure lustrations of their 
own ; on which account they are excluded from 
the common court of the temple, but offer their 
sacrifices themselves ; yet is their course of life 
better than that of other men ; and they enturely 
addict themselves to husbandry. It also deserves 
our admiration, how much they exceed all other 
men that addict themseves to virtue, and this in 
righteousness : and indeed to such a degree, that 
4W it hath never appeared among any other men, 
neither Greeks nor barbarians, no, not for a little 
time, so hath it endured a long while among them. 
This is demonstrated by that institution of theiiti, 
which will not suffer any thing to hinder them from 
having all things in common ; so that a rich man 
enjoys no more of his own wealth than he who hath 
nothing at ail. There are about four thousand 
men that live in this way, and neither marry wives, 
nor are desirous to keep servants ; as thinking the 
Utter tempts men to be unjust, and the former 
gives the handle to domestic quarrels ; but as they 
live by themselves, they minister one to another. 
They also appoint certain stewards to receive the 
incomes of then* revenues, and of the fruits of the 
ground ; such as are good men and priests, who 
are to get tlieir com and their food ready forthem. 
They none of them differ from others of ihe Essens 
ill theur way of living, but do ihe most i-esemble 
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those Dac» who are called FolitUB f [dweUers in 
cities.] 

6. But of the fourth sect of Jewish philosophy, 
Judas the Galilean was the author. These men 
agree in all other things with the Pharisaic notions ; 
but they have an inviolable attachment to liberty ; 
and they say that God is to be their only Ruler 
and Lord. They also do not value dying any kinds 
of death, nor indeed do they heed the deaths of 
their relations and friends, nor can any such fear 
make them call any man Lord ; and since this im- 
moveable resolution of theirs is well known to a 
great many, I shall speak no farther about that 
matter ; nor am I afraid that any thing I have said 
of them should be disbelieved, but rather fear, that 
what I have said is beneath the resolution they 
show when they undergo pain ; and it was in Ges- 
sius Florus's time that the nation began to grow 
mad with this distemper, who was our procurator, 
and who occasioned the Jews to go wild with it by 
the abuse of his authority, and to make them revolt 
from the Romans ; and these are the seeta of Jew- 
ish philosophy. 



CHAPTER IL 

HOW HEBOU AND PHILIP BUILT SEVERAL CITIES III 
HONOUB OF CASAX. OONCXRNINO THE StTOCESSIOX 
OP PRIESTS AMD PROCURATORS ; AS ALSO WHAT 
BBPELL PHRAATES AND THE PARTHIANl. 

% 1. When Cyrenius had now disposed of Ar«ha- 
laus's money, and when the taxings were eome to a 
conclusion, which were made in Uie Uiirty-saventh 
year of Cssar*s victory over Antony at Actium, ha 
deprived Joazar of the high-priesthood, which dig- 
nity had been conferred on him by the multitude, 
and he appointed Ananus, the con of Seth, to be 
high-priest ; while Herod and Philip had each of 
them received their own tetrarchy, and settled the 
affairs thereof. Herod ahm built a wall about Sep* 
phoris (which is the security of all Galilee), and 
made it the metropolis of the country. He *i«i> 
built a wall round Betharamphtha, which was itself 
a city also, and called it Julias, from the name of 
tlie emperor's wife. When Philip, also, had built 
Paneas, a city^ at the fountains of Jordan, he named 
it Cesarea. He also advanced the vilUge Betb- 
saida, situate at the lake of Gennesareth, unto the 
dignity of a city, both by tJie number of inhabitants 
it contained, and its other grandeur, and called it 
by the name of Julias, the same name with C»sar'a 
daughter. 

2. As Coponius, who we told yon was sent along 
with Cyrenius, was exercising his office of procura-* 
tor, and governing Judea, the following accidents 
happened. As the Jews were celebrating tlie feast 
of unleavened bread, which we call tlie Passover, it 
was customary for the priests to open the temple- 
gates just after midnight. When, therefore, those 
gates were first opened, some of the Samaritans 
came privately into Jerusalem, and threw about 
dead men's bodies in the cloisters ; on which ac- 
count the Jews afterwards excluded them out of the 
temple, which they liad not used to do at such fes- 
tivals ; and on other accounts also they watched 
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the temple more csrefully than they had formerly 
done. A little after which accident, Coponius re- 
tnmed to Rome, and Marcos Ambiviua came to be 
hie successor in that government ; under whom 
Salome, the sister of king Herod, died, and left to 
Julia [CflBsar's wife], Jamnia, all its toparchy, and 
Phasaelis in the plain, and Archelaus, where is a 
great plantation of palm-trees, and their fruit is ex- 
cellent in its kind. — After him came Annins Rufus, 
under whom died Ccesar, the second emperor of the 
Romans, the duration of whose reign was fifty-seven 
years, bebides six months and two days (of which 
time Antonius ruled together with him fourteen 
years ; but the duration of his life was seventy-se- 
▼en yean) ; upon whose deatli, Tiberius Nero, his 
wife Julia's son, succeeded. He was now the third 
emperor ; and he sent Valerius Gratus to be pro- 
curator of Judea, and to succeed Annius Rufus. 
This man deprived Ananus of the high-priesthood, 
and appointed Ismael, the son of Phabi, to be high- 
priest. He also deprived him in a little time, and 
ordained Eleazar, the son of Ananus, who had been 
high-priest before, to be high-priest : which office, 
when he had held for a year, Gratus deprived him 
of it, and gave the high-priesthood to Simon, the 
son of CamithuB ; and, when he had possessed tliat 
dignity no longer than a year, Joseph Caiaphas was 
made his successor. When Gratus had done those 
things, he went back to Rome, after he had tarried 
in Judea eleven years, when Pontius Pilate came 
as his successor. 

3. And BOW Herod the tetrarch, who was in 
groat favour witli Tiberius, built a city of the same 
name with him, and called it Tiberias. He built 
it in the best part of Galilee, at the lake of Gennes- 
areth. There are warm baths at a little distance 
from it, in a village named Emmaus. Stcangers 
came and inhabited this city ; a great number of 
the inhabitants were Galileans also ; and many 
were neoessitated by Herod to come thither out of 
the country belonging to him, and were by force 
oompelled to be its inhabitants ; some of them were 
persons of condition. He als o admitted poor peo- 
ple, such as those that were collected from all parts, 
to dwell in it. Nay, some of them were not quite 
freemen ; and these he was a benefactor to, and 
made them free in great numbers ; but obliged 
them not to foraal^ the city, by buildine them very 
good houses at his own expenses, and by giving 
tiiem land also ; for he was sensible, that to make 
this pUce a habitation was to transgress the Jewish 
ancient laws, because many sepulchres were to be 
here taken away, in order to make room for the city 
Tiberias :* whereas our law pronounces, that such 
inhabitants are unclean for seven days.'f 

4. About this time died Phraates, king of the 
Parthians, by the treachery of Phraataoes his son, 
upon the occasion following : — When Phraates had 
had legitimate sons of his own, he had also an Ita- 
lian maid-servant, whoEO name was Thermusa, who 
had been formerly sent to him by Julius Coesar, 
among other presents. He first nutde her his con- 
cubine ; but he being a great admirer of her 
beauty, in process of time having a son by her, 
whose name was Phraataces, hfi made her his le- 
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gitimate wife, and had a great respect for her. 
Now, she was able to persuade htm to do any thing 
tliat she said, and was' earnest in procuring the 
government of Parthia for her son ; but still she 
saw that her endeavours would not succeed, unless 
she could contrive how to remove Phraates's legi- 
timate sons [ottt of the kingdom] ; so she persuaded 
him to send those his sons as pledges of his fidelity 
to Rome ; and they were sent to B^meaooordinely, 
because it was not easy for him to contradict her 
commands. Now, while Phraataoes was alone 
brought up in order to succeed in the government, 
he thought it yery tedious to expect Uiat govern- 
ment t»y his father*s donation, [as his successor] ; 
he therefore formed a treacherous design against 
his father, by his mother's assistance, with whom, 
as the report went, he had criminal conversation 
also. So he was hated for both these vices, while 
his subjects esteemed this [wicked] love of his mo- 
ther to be no way inferior to his parricide ; and he 
was Jby them, in a sedition, expelled out of the eoun* 
try before he grew too great, and died. But, as the 
best sort of P^thians agreed together, liiat it was 
impossible they should be governed without a king, 
while also it was their constant practice to chooeo 
one of the £bmily of Arsaces [nor did their law allow 
of any others ; and they thought this kingdom had 
been sufficiently injured already by the marriage 
with an Italian concubine, and by her issue], they 
sent ambassadors, and called Orodes [to take the 
crown] ; for the multitude would not otherwise 
have borne them ; and though he was accused of 
yery great cruelty, and was of an untractable tem- 
per, and prone to wrath, yet still he was one of the 
family of Arsaces. However, they made a con- 
spiracy against him, and slew him, and that, as 
some say, at a festival, and among their sacrifices 
(for it is the universal custom there to carry their 
swords with them) ; but, as the more general re- . 
port is, they slew him when they had drawn him 
out a hunting. So they sent ambasBadors to Rome, 
and desired Uiey would send one of those that were 
there as pledges, to be their king. Accordingly, 
Vonones was preferred before the rest, and sent to 
them, (for he seemed capable of such great fortune, 
which two of the greatest kingdoms under the sun 
now offered him, his own and a forei|^n one)v 
However, the barbarians soon changed their minds, 
they being naturally of a mutable disposition, upon 
the snpposal that this man was not worthy to be 
their governor ; for they could not think of obeying 
the commands of one that had been a slave (for so 
they called Uiose that had been hostages), nor could 
they bear the ignominy of t^t name ; and this was 
the more intolerable, beause then the Parthians 
must have such a king set oyer them, not by right 
of war, but in time of peace. So they presently 
invited Artabanus, king of Media, to be their king, 
he being also of the race of Arsaces. Artabanus 
complied with the offer that was made him, and 
came to them with an army. So Vonones met him ; 
and at first the multitude of the Parthians stood on 
his side, and he put his army in array ; but Arta- 
banus was beaten, and fled to Ae mountains of 
Media. Yet did he a little after, gather a great 
army together, and fought with Vonones, and beat 
him ; whereupon Vonones fled away on borsebaok, 
wiih a few of nis attenduits about him, to Selucia, 
[upon Tigris]. So when Artabanus had skdn a 
grear number, and this after he had gotten the ▼!•- 
tory by reason of the yery great dismay the bar- 
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barians were in, he retired to Ctesiphon with a 
great namber of his people ; and so he now reigned 
over the Parthians. But Yonones fled away to 
Armenia ; and as soon as he came thither, he had 
an inclination to hare the government of the coun- 
try given him, and sent ambassadors to Rome [for 
that purpose]. But because Tiberius refused it 
him, and because he wanted courage, and because 
the Parthian king threatened him, and sent ambas> 
■adors to him to denounce war against him if he 
proceeded, and because he had no way to take to 
regain any other kingdom (for the people of author- 
ity among the ArmeniafiB about Niphates joined 
themselves to Artabanus), he delivered up himself 
to Silanus, the president of Syria, who, out of re- 
gard to his education at Rome, kept him in Syria, 
while Artabanus gave Armenia to Orodos, one of 
his own sons. 

5. At this time died Antiochus, the king of Com- 
magene ; whereupon the multitude contended with 
the nobility, and both sent ambassadors [to Rome] ; 
for the men of power were desirous that their form 
of government might be changed intp that of a Ro- 
, man province ; as were the multitude desirous to 
be under kings, as their fathers had been. So the 
senate made a decree, that Germanicus should be 
sent to settle the aflBurs of the east, fortune hereby 
taking a proper opportunitv for depriving him of 
his life ; for when he had been in the east, and set- 
tled all affairs there, liis life was taken away by tlie 
poison which Piso gave him, as hath been related 
elsewhere.* 



CHAPTER III. 

BBDITION OF THB JEWS AGAINST PONTIUS PILATE ; 
OONCE&NINO CUBIST, AND WHAT BBPBLL PAULINA 
AND THB JEWS AT BOMB. 

§ 1. But now Pilate, the procurator of Jndea, re- 
moved the army from Cesarea to Jerusalem, to 
take theb winter^quarters there, in order to abolish 
the Jewish Uws. So he introduced Ccesar's effigies, 
which were upon the ensigns, and brought them 
into the city ; whereas our law forbids us the very 
making of images ; on which account the former 
procurators were wont to make their entry into the 
. city with such ensigns as had not those ornaments. 
Pilate was the first who brought these images to 
Jerusalem, and set them up there ; whi^ was 
done without the knowledee of the people, because 
it was done in the night-time ; but as soon as they 
knew it, they came in multitudes to Cesarea, and 
interceded with Pilate many days, that he would 
remove the images ; and when he would not grant 
their requests, because it would tend to the injury 
of Caesar, while yet they persevered in their re- 
quest, on tlie sixth day he ordered his soldiers to 
have their \veapons privately, while he came and 
sat upon his judgment-seat, which seat was so pre- 
pared in the open pUce of the city, that it concealed 
tlie army that lay readv to oppress tliem ; and 
when the Jews petitioned him again, he gave a sig- 
nal to the soldiers to encompass them round, and 
threatened that their punishment should be no less 
than immediate death, unless they would leave off 
disturbing him, and go their ways home. But they 
threw themselves upon the ground, and kid tlieir 
necks bare, and said they would take their deaths 
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very willingly, rather than the wisdom of their Uws 
should be transgressed ; upon which Pilate was 
deeply affected wiUi their .firm resolution to keep 
their laws inviolable, and presently commanded 
the images to be carried back from Jerusalem to 
Cesarea. 

2. But Pilate undertook to bring a current of 
water to Jerusalem, and did it with the sacred 
money, and derived the origin of the stream from 
the distance of two hundred furlonn. However, 
the Jewsf were not pleased with what had been 
done about this water ; and many ten thousands of 
the people got together, and made a clamour against 
him, and insisted that he should leave off thiu de- 
sign. Some of them also used reproaches, and 
abused the man, as crowds of such people usually 
do. So he habited a great number of his soldiers 
in their habit, who carried daggers under their 
garments, and sent them to a place where they 
might surround them. So he baae die Jews him- 
self go away ; but they boldly casting reproaches 
upon him, he gave the soldiers that signal which . 
had been beforehand agreed on ; who laid upon 
them much greater blows than Pilate had com- 
manded them, and equally punished those tliat 
were tumultuous, and those that were not, nor did 
they spare them in the least ; and since the people 
were unarmed, and were caught by men prepared 
for what they were about, there were a great num- 
ber of them slain by this meaus, and others of them 
ran away wounded ; and thus an end was put to this 
sedition. « 

3. Now, there was about this time, Jesus, a wise 
man, if it be lawful to call him a man, for he wss a 
doer of wonderful works,— a teacher of such men 
as receive the truth with pleasure. He drew over 
to him both many of the Jews, and many of the 
Gentiles. He was [the] Christ ; and when Pilate, 
at the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, 
had condemned him to the cross^: those that loved 
him at the first did not forsake him, for he appeared 
to them alive again the third day,$ as the divine 
prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other 
wonderful things concerning him ; and the tribe of 
Christians, so named from him, are not extinct at 
this day. 

4. About the same time also another sad calamity 
put the Jews into disorder ; and certain shameful 
practices happened about the temple of Isis that 
was at Rome. I will now first take notice of the 
wicked attempt about the temple of Isis, and will 
then give an account of the Jewish affiurs. There 
was at Rome a woman whose name was Paulina ; 
one who, on acoovmt of the dignity of her ancestors, 
and by the regular conduct of a virtuous life, had a 
great reputation : she was also very rich ; and al- 
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oeeMlon, mf vvy well b* thoM rtrj Oalllwi ftw, ** wh«M Uooi. 
PUatt hMl mbifkd with tlMlrMerilleeir (LvkvxiU. I. Si : thMt tomulU 
bctng UMiAlly cscitvd at lome of Um Jewr grwi a»Uvah» whM Uwv 
slew abundanoe of WMrifleaa, and U»a Galikan* tatlng eommon^ moeh 
mora busy In sock tiiroulla tiian tboas of Judea and ianualam, a* wo 
kam fkam Um Uktorjr of Arebelaus (Antiq. b. xvU. oh. U. isou S| and 
oh. X. acot. %, 9) I taoufh Indcod, Joaepbus's prasanl oofitaa say not ooo 
word of " thoae eigbtoan upon whom the tower of Slham fell, and alow 
thMfi," whtah th« 4th ytnt of tba aama ISth eh«ptcr of 8%. Lako laama 
uiofi but slneaour Qoapal taaohaaus iLukm xmUL 6,7), that "when 
Pilal* baard of Qaliko, b« asked whether Jcsua were a OalOaaa ? And 
as aoon m he knew that hebelonced to HaredM JuiMllettoa, he sent him 
to Herod i" and (ver. IS) '^^tha same day PUata and Uarod were inado 
friends together; for beftm, they had been at etimlty between ihrm. 
■elres;" take the eery pnbable toy of tbia mat««r In the word* of tho 
learned NoMius de Herod. Nol SM. <* The eaose of the enmity batweow 
Uerad and PUate (»«ya ho) soema to have been thla, that PUala ha4 
Intermeddled with the tottarahl Jwtadiotloa, ami bad Ada soma of hia 
Galilean kubi«ets (Lnha ailL 1) i aad as h« was wUlk« toOMVoet ttet 
error, ho sent Obilst to Hend a4 thlatloiaw* 

tA.D.n,Apriia 

lAirllX 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



CHAP. III. 



ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 



303 



though she waa of » beantifal coanteoanoe, and in 
that flower of her age wherein women are the most 
gay, yet did she lead a life of great modesty. She 
was married to Satamiuus, one that was every way 
answerable to her in an excellent character. De- 
ciuB Mundtts fell in love with this woman, who was 
a man very high in the equestrian order ; and as 
ehe was of too great dignity to be caueht by pre- 
sents, and had already rejected them, Uiough they 
had been sent in great abundance, he was still more 
inflamed with love to her, insomuch that he pro-/ 
mUed to give her two hundred thousand Attic 
drachmas for one night's lodging ; and when this 
would not prevail upon her, and he was not able to 
hear this misfortune in his amours, he thought it 
the best way to famish himself to death for want of 
food, on account of Paulina's sad refusal ; and he 
determined with himself to die after such a manner, 
and he went on with his purpose accordingly. 
Now, Mundus had a freed-woman, who bad l^n 
made free by his father, whose name waa Ide, one 
skilful in all sorts of mischief. This woman was 
very much grieved at the young man's resolution 
to lull himself (for he did not conceal his intentions 
to destroy himself from others^ and came to him, 
and encouraged him by her discourse, and made 
him to hope, by some promises she gave him, that 
he might obtain a night*s lodging with Paulina ; 
and when he joyfully hearkened to her entreaty, 
•he »aid she wanted no more than fifty thousand 
drachmae for tlie entrapping of the woman. So 
when she had encouraged the young man, and got- 
ten as mach money as she required, she did not 
take the same methods as had been taken before, 
because she perceived that the woman was by no 
means to be tempted by money ; but as she knew 
that she was very much given to the worship of the 
goddess Isis, she devised the following stratagem : 
' — She went to some of Isis's priests, and upon the 
strongest assurances [of concealment], she per- 
suaded them by words, but chiefly by the offer of 
money, of twenty-five thousand drachmae in hand, 
and as much more when the thing had taken ef- 
fect ; and told them the passion of the young man, 
and persuaded them to use all means possible, to 
bc^ile the woman. So they were drawn in to pro- 
mise so to do, by that hirge sum of gold they were 
to have. Accordingly the oldest of them went im- 
mediately to Paulina ; and upon his admittance, 
he desired to speak with her by herself. When 
that was granted him, he told her that he was sent 
by the god Anubis, who was fallen in love with her, 
and enjoined her to come to him. Upon this she 
took the message very kindly, and valued herself 
greatly upon Uiis condescension of Anubis ; and 
told her husband that she had a message sent her, 
and was to sup and lie wiih Anubis ; so he agreed 
to her acoeptance of the offer, as fully satisfied with 
the chastity of his wife. Accordingly, she went to 
the temple ; and after she had supped there, and 
it was tne hour to go to sleep, the priest shut the 
doors of the temple ; when, in the noly part of it, 
the lights were also put out. Then did Mundus 
leap out (for he was hidden therein) and did not 
fail of enjoying her, who was at his service all the 
night long, as suppotiiu^ he was the god ; and when 
he was gone away, which was before those priests 
who knew nothing of tlib sti-atagem were stirring, 
Paulina came early to her husband, and told him 
bow the god Anubis had appeared to her. Among 
her friondtt also she declared how great a value she 



put upon this favour, who partly disbelieved the 
thing, when they reflected on its nature, and partly 
were amazed at it, as having no pretence for not 
believing it, when they considered the modesty and 
the dignity of the person ; but now, on the third 
day after what had been done, Mundus met Pauli- 
na, and said, " Nay, Paulina, tliou hast saved me 
two hundred thousand drachmas, which sum thou 
mightest have added to ihy^ family ; yet liast thou 
not failed to be at my service in the manner I in* 
vited thee. As for die reproaches thou hast laid 
upon Mundus, I value not the business of names ; 
but I rejoice in the pleasure I reaped by what I 
did, while I took to myself the name of Anubis.'' 
When he had said this, he went his way : but now 
she beean to come to the sense of the grossness ot 
what she had done, and rent her garments, and told 
her husband of the horrid nature of this wicked 
contrivance, and prayed him not to neglect to assist 
her in tliis case. So he discovered the fact to the 
emperor ; whereupon Tiberius inquired into the 
matter thoroughly, by examining the priests about 
it, and ordered them to be crucified, as well as Ide, 
who was the occasion of their perdition, and who 
had contrived the whole matter, which was so inju- 
rious to the woman. He also demolished the tem- 
Ele of Isis, and gave order that her statue should 
B thrown into the river Tiber ; while he only ban« 
ished Mundus, but did no more to him, because he 
supposed that what crime he had committed, was 
done out of the passion of love ; and these were the 
circumstances which concerned the temple of Isis, 
and the injuries occasioned by her priests. — I now 
return to the relation of what happened about this 
time to the Jews at Rome, as I formerly told you £ 
would. 

6. There was a man who was a Jew, but had 
been driven away from his own country b^ an ac- 
cusation laid against him for transgressmg their 
laws, and by tlie fear he was under of punishment 
for the same ; but in all respecta a wicked man :-^ 
he then living at Rome, professed to instruct men 
in the wisdom of the laws of Moses. He procured 
also three other men, entirely of the same charac- 
ter with himself, to be his partners. These men 
persuaded Fulvia, a woman of great dignity, and 
one that had embraced the Jewish religion, to'aend 
purple and gold to the temple at Jerusalem ; 
and, when they had gotten them, they employed 
them for their own uses, and spent the money 
themselves ; on which account it was jthat they at 
first required it of her. Whereupon Tiberius, who 
had been mformed of the thing by Saturninus, the 
husband of Fulvia, who desired inquiry might be 
made about it, ordered all the Jews to be banished 
out of Rome ; at which time the consuls listed four 
thousand men out of them, and sent them to the 
island Sardinia ; but punished a greater number of 
them, who were unwilling to become soldiers on ac- 
count of keeping tlie Uws of their forefathers.* 
Thus were these Jews banished out of the city by 
the wickedness of four men. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

BOW THE SAMARITANS MADE A TUMULT, AND PILATE 
DESTROYED MANY OP THEM ; AND HOW PILATE 
WAS ACCUSED, AND WHAT THINGS WERE DONE 
BY VITELLIUS RELATING TO THE JEWS AND THE 
PARTU«AN8. 

§ 1. But the nation of the SRmaritaiis did not es- 
cnpe witliout tumults. The man who excited them 
to it, was one who thought lying a thing of little 
consequence, and who contrived every thing so, 
that the multitude might be pleased ; so he bade 
them get together upon Mount Gerizzim, which is 
by them looked upon as the most holy of all moun- 
tains, and assured them that, when they were come 
thiiher, he would show them those sacred vessels 
which were laid under that place, because Moses 
put them there.* So they came thither armed, 
and thought the disooorse of the man probable ; 
and as they abode at a certain village, which was 
called Tirathaba, they got the rest together to 
tliem, and desired to go up the mountain in a 
great multitude together. 6ut Pilate prevented 
their going up, by seizing upon the roads with a 
great band of horsemen and footmen, who fell 
upon those that were gotten together in th»vUhige ; 
and when they came to an action, some of them 
they slew, and others of them they put to flight, and 
took a great many alive, the principal of whom, and 
also the most potent of those that fled away, Pilate 
ordered to be slain. 

2. But when tliis tnmult was appeased, the Sa- 
maritan senate sent an embassy to Vitellius, a man 
that had been consul, and who was now president 
of Syria, and accused Pilate of the murder of those 
that were killed ; for that they did not go to Tubt 
thaba in order to revolt from the Romans, but to 
escape the violence of Pilate. So Vitellius sent 
Maroellus, a friend of his, to take care of the affairs 
of Judea, and ordered PiUtte to go to Rome^ to an- 
swer before the emperor to the accusation of the 
Jews. So Pilate, when he had tarried ten years in 
Jadea, made haste to Rome, and this in obedience 
to the orders of Vitellius, which he durst not con- 
tradict ; but before he could get to Rome, Tiberius 
was dead. 

t. But Vitellius came into Judea, and went up 
to Jei*ttsalem ; it was at the time of that festival 
which is called the Passover. Vitellius was there 
maeuifioently received, and released the inhabitants 
of Jerubalem from all the taxes upon the fruits that 
were bought and sold, and gave them leave to have 
the care of the high-priest's vestments, with all 
their ornaments, and to have them under the cus- 
tody of the priests in the temple ; which power 
they used to liave formerly, although at this time 
they were laid up in the tower of Autouia, the ci- 
tadel so called, and that on the oceasbn following : 
—There was one of the [highjpriests named Hyr- 
eauusy and as tliere were many of that name, he 
was the first of them ; this man built a towur near 
the temple, and when he had w> done, he generaUy 
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dwelt in it, and liad these vestments witli him ; be* 
cause it was lawful for liim alone to put them on, 
and he had Uiem tliere reposited when he went 
down into the city, and took his ordinary garments ; 
tlie same things were continued to be done by his 
sons, and by their sons after them ; but when He* 
rod came to be king, he rebuilt this tower, which 
was very conveniently situated, in a magnifioent 
manner ; and because he was a friend to Antoniusy 
he called it by the name of Antonia ; and as he 
found tliese vestments lying there, he retained 
them in tlie same place, as believing that, while he 
had them lA his custody, the people would make no 
innovations against him. The like to what Herod 
did was done by his sou Archelaus, who was outdo 
king after him ; after whom the Romans, when 
tliey entered on the government, took possession of 
these vestments of the high-priest, and had them 
reposited in a stone cliamber, under the seal of the 
priests, and of the keepers of the temple, the cap- 
tain of the guard lighting a lamp there every day ; 
and seven &ys before a festivalf they were deUver- 
ed to them by the captain of the guard, when the 
high-priest having purified them, and made use of 
tlieni, laid tliem up again in the same chamber 
where they had bc«n laid up before, and this the 
very next day after tlie feast was over. This was 
the practice at the three yearly festivals, and ou 
the last- day ; but Vitelhus put those garments into 
our own power, as in the days of our forefathers, 
and ordered the captain of the guard not to trouble 
himself to inquire wliere they were laid, or when 
they wei<e to be used ; and this he did as an sftt of 
kindness, to oblige tlie nation to him. Besides 
which he also deprived Joseph, who was called Cai- 
phas, of the high-priesthood, and appointed Jona^ 
than, the son of Ananus, the former high-priest, 
to succeed him. After which he took his jooniejr 
back to Autioch. 

4. Moreover, Tiberius sent a letter to Vit^os, 
and commanded him to make a league of friend- 
ship with Artabanus, the king of Parthia ; for while 
he was his enemy, he terrified him, because be had 
taken Armenia away from him, lest he should pro- 
ceed iarther, and told him he should no otherwise 
trust him than upon his giving him hostages, and 
especially his son Artabanus. Upon Tiberius's 
writing thus to ViteUius, by the offer of great pi-e- 
sents of money, he persuaded both the king of Ibe- 
ria and the king of Albania to make no delay, but 
to fight against Artabanus ; and although they 
would not do it themselves, yet did they give the 
Scythians a passage through their country, and 
opened the Caspian gates to them, and brought 
them upon Artabanus. So Armenia was Rgain 
taken from the Parthians, and the country of Par- 
tliia was filled with war, and the principal of their 
men were sUm, and all things were in disorder 
among them : the king's son also himself fell iu 
these wars, together with many ten thousands ot 
his army. Vitellius had also sent such great sums 
of money to Artabanus's fitther's kinsmen and 
friends, that he had almost procured him to be 
sbiin by the means of those bribes which they had 
taken. And when Artabanus perceived that Uie 
plot hdd agamst him was not to be avoided, because 
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It was laid by the prineipal men, and thoee a great 
many in number, and that it would certainly take 
effect, — when he had estimated the number of those 
that were truly faithful to him, as also of those who 
were already corrupted, but were deceitful in the 
kindness they professed to liim, and were likely, 
upon trial, to go oyer to his enemies, he made bis 
escape to the upper provinces, where he aferwards 
raised n great army out of the DahsB and Sacee, 
and fought' with his enemies, and retained his prin- 
cipality. 

5. When Tiberius had heard of these things, he 
desired to have a league of friendship made between 
him and Artabanns ; and when, upon tiiis invita- 
tion, he received the proposal kindly, Artabanus 
and Vitellius went to Euphrates, and as a bridge 
was hud over the river, they each of them came 
with their guards about them, and met one another 
on the mi<tot of the bridge. And when they had 
agreed upon the terms of peace, Herod the tetraarch 
erected a rich teuton the midst of the passage, and 
mode them a feast there. Artabanus also, not long 
afterwards, sent his son Darius as an hostage, with 
many presents, among which ticfite was a man se- 
ven cubits tall, a Jew he was by birth, and his 
name was Eleaaar, who, for his tallness, was called 
a giant After which Vitellius went to Antioch, 
and Artabanus to Babylon ; but Herod [the te- 
txvehj, being desirous to give Ceesar the first 
information that they had obtained hostages, sent 
posts with letters, wherein he had accurately de- 
scribed all the particuhos, and liad left nothing for 
tiie amsnlar Vitellius to inform him of. But when 
Vitellius's letters were sent, and Csesar had let him 
know that he was acquainted with the affairs alrea- 
dy, because Herod had given him an account of 
them before, Vitellius was very much troubled at 
it ; and supposing that he had been thereby a 
greater sufferer dan he really was, he kept up a 
secret anger upon thb oecoasion, till he could be 
revenged upon him ; which he was after Gains had 
taken the government 

-6. About this (Sme it was that Philip, Herod's 
brother, depaited this life^ in the twentieth year of 
the reign of Tiberius,* after he had been tetrarch 
of Trachonitis, and Gaulonitis, and of the nation of 
the Bataneans also, thirty-seven years. He had 
shown himself a person of moderation and quiet- 
ness in the conduct of his life and government ; he 
constantly lived in that country which was subject 
to him ^ he used to make his progress with a few 
chosen friends ; his tribunal also, on which he sat 
in judgment, followed him in his progress; and 
when any one met him who wanted his assistance, 
be made no delay^ but had his tribunal set down 
immediately, wheresoever he happened to be, and 
sat down upon it, and heard his compUmt : be 
there ordered the guilty that were convicted to be 
punished, and absolved those that had been accused 
unjustly. He died at Julias ; aud when h€ was 
carried to that monument which he had already 
erected for himself beforehand, he was buried with 
groat pomp. His principality Tiberios took (for 
he left no sons behind him) aud added it to the pro- 
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vince of Syria, but gave order that the tributes 
which aroBe from it should be collected, and laid 
up in his tetrarchy. 



CHAPTER V. 

HE&OD THB TSnUBCH MAKES WA& WITH ARETASy 
THB KINO OF ARABIA, AND 18 BBATSN BT HIM ; AS 
ALSO CONCBRNINO THB DBATH OP JOHN THB BAP- 
TIST. HOW VITELLIUS WENT UP TO JERUSALEM ', 
TOGETHER WITH 80MB ACCOUNT OF AOBIPPA, AND 
OF THB F08TERITT OF HEROD THE GREAT. 

$ 1« About this time Aretas (the Idng of Arabia 
Petrea) and Herod had a quarrel, on the account 
following: Herod the tetrarch had married the 
daughter of Aretas, and had lived with her a great 
while ; but when he was once at Rome, he lodged 
with iierod,:^ who was his brother indeed, but not 
by the same mother ; for this Herod was the son of 
the high-priest Simon's daughter. However, he fell 
in love with Herodias, this Ust Herod's wife, who 
was the daughter of Aristobulus their brother, and 
the sister of Agrippa the Great This man ventured 
to talk to her about a marriage betweeli them ; 
which address when she admitted, an agreement 
was made for her to change her habitation, and 
come to him as soon as he should return from 
Rome : one article of this marriage also was this, 
that he should divorce Aretas's daughter. So An- 
tipas, when he had made this agreement, sailed to 
Rome ; but when he had done there the busmeas 
he went about, and was returned again, his wife 
having discovered the agreement he had made with 
Herodias, and havmg learned it before he had no- 
tice of her knowledge of the whole design, she 
desired him to send her to Macherus, whush is a 
place on the borders of the dominions of Aretas 
and Herod, without informing him of any of her 
intentions. Accordingly Herod sent her thither, as 
thinking his wife had not perceived any thmg ; 
now she had sent a good while before to Macherus, 
which was subject to her father, and so all things 
necessary for her journey were made ready for her 
by the general of AreUMrs army, and by that means 
she soon came to Arabia, uuder the conduct of the 
several generals, who carried her from one to ano- 
ther successively ; and she soon came to heriatberj 
and told bun of Herod's intentions. So Aretas made 
this the first occasion of his enmity between him 
and Herod, who had also some quarrel with him 
about tlieir limits at the country of GramaliUs. So 
they raised armies on both sides, and prepared for 
war, aud sent their generals to fight instead of 
themselves ; and, when they had joined battle, all 
Herod's army was destroyed by the treachery of 
some fugitives, though they were of the tetrarchy 
of Philip, joined with Aretas's army. So Herod 
wrote about these affairs to Tiberius ; who, being 
very angry at the attempt made by Aretas, wrote 
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to Viiellius, <o make war upon him, and either to 
take him alive, and bring him to him in bonds, 
or to kill him, and send him his head. This was the 
charge that Tiberius gave to tlie president of Syria. 

2. Now, some of the Jews thought that the de- 
struction of Herod's army came from God, and that 
very justly, as a punishment of what he did against 
John, that was called tlie Baptitt ; for Herod »lew 
him, who was a good man, and commanded the Jews 
to exercise virtue, both as to righteousness towards 
one another, and piety towards God, and so to come 
to baptism ; for that the washing [with water] 
would be acceptable to him, if they made use of it, 
not in order to the putting away [or the remission] 
of some sins [only], but for the purification of the 
body : supposing still that the soul was thoroughly 
purified beforehand by righteousness. Now, when 
[many] others came to crowd about him, for they 
were greatly moved [or pleased] by hearmg his 
words, Herod, who feared lest the great influence 
John had over the people might put it into his 
power and inclination to raise a rebellion (for they 
seemed ready to do any thing he should advise;, 
thought it best, by putting him to death, to prevent 
any mischief he might cause, and not bring himself 
into diflBculties, by sparing a man who might make 
him repent of it when it should be too late. Accord- 
ingly he was sent a prisoner, out of Herod's suspi« 
cious temper, to Bfachenvy the castle I before men- 
tioned, and was there put to death. Now tlie Jews 
had an opinion that the destruction of this army 
was sent as a punishment upon Herod, and a mark 
of God's displeasure against him. 

3. So Vitellius prepared to make war with Are- 
tas, liaving with him two legions of armed men ; he 
also took with him all those of light armature, and 
of the horsemen which belonged to them, and were 
drawn out of the kingdoms which were under the 
Romans, and made baste for Petra, and came to 
Ptolemais. But as he was marching very busily, 
and leading his army through Judea, the principal 
men met him, and desired that he would not thus 
march through their land ; for that the laws of their 
country would not permit them to overlook those 
images which were brought into it, of which there 
were a great many in their ensigns ; so he was 
persuaded by what they said, and changed that 
resolution of his, which he had before taken in this 
matter. Whereupon he ordered the army to march 
along the great plain, while he himself, with Herod 
the tetrarch, and his friends, went up to Jerusalem 
to offer sacrifice to God, an ancient festival of the 
Jews being then just approaching ; and when he 
had been tliere, and been honourably enterta'ned by 
the multitude of Jews, he made a stay tliere for 
three days, within which time he deprived Jonathan 
of the high-priesthood, and gave it to his brother 
Theophilns; but when on the fourth day letters 
came to him, u-h;. h informed him of the death of 
Tiberius, he obliged ihe multitude to take an oath of 
fidelity to Caius; he also recalled his army, and 
made ihem every one go home, and take their win- 
ter-quarters there, since, upon the devolution of 
the empire upon Caiu;', he had not tli Alike authority 
of making this war which he had before. It was 
also reported, that when Aretas heard of the com- 
ing of Vitellius to fight him, he said, upon his con- 
sulting with the divinen^ ihat it was impossible 
tliat this army of Vitellius's could enter Petra ; 
for that one of the rulers would die, either he that 
gnve orders for tlie war, or ho that was marohing 



at the other's desire, in order to be subservient to 
his will, or else he against whom this army is pro- 
pared. So Vitellius truly retired to Antioch ; but 
Agrippa, the son of Aristobulus, went up to Rome, 
a year before the death of Tiberius, in order to treat 
of some affairs with the emperor, if he might be 
permitted so to do. I have now a mind to describe 
Herod and his family, how it fared with Uiero, 
partly because it is suitable to this histoiy to spedc 
of that matter, and partly because this thing is a 
demonstration of the interposition of Providence ; 
how a multitude of children is of no advantage, do 
more than any other strength, that manJund set 
their hearts upon, besides those acts of pie^ which 
are done towards God ; for it happened, that within 
the revolution of a hundred years, tlutt the poste- 
rity of Herod, who were a great many in nimiber, 
were, excepting a few, utterly destroyed.* One 
may well apply this for the instruction of mankind, 
and learn thence how unhappy they were : it will 
also show us tlie history of Agrippa, who, as he was 
a person most worthy of admwation, so was he from 
a private man, beyond all the expectation of those 
that knew him, Advanced to great power and au- 
thority. I have said something of them formerly ; 
but I sliall now also speak accurately about tliem. 
4. Herod the Great had two daughters by Man* 
amne, the [grand] daughter of llyrcanus ; the one 
was Salampsio, who was married to Phasaelos, her 
first cousin, who was himself the son of Phasaelus, 
Herod's brother, her father making the match : tlie 
other was Cypres, who was herself married also to 
her first cousin Antipater, the son of Salome, JSe- 
rod's sister. Phasaelus had five children by Sa- 
iampsio ; Antipater, Herod and Alexander, and two 
daughters, Alexandra and Cypres ; which last, 
Agrippa, the son of Aristobulus, married ; and Ti- 
mius of Cyprus married Alexandra ; he was a man 
of note, but had by her no children. Agrippa Iiad 
by Cypros two sons and three daughters, which 
daughters were named Bemice, Ik^iamne, and 
Drusilla ; but the names of the sons were Agrippa 
and Drosus, of which Drusus died before he came 
to the years of puberty ; but their father, Agrippa, 
was brought up with his other brethren, Herod and 
Aristobulus, for these were also the sons of the son 
of Herod the Great by Bernice ; but Bemice was 
the daughter of Costobarusand of Salome, who was 
Herod's sbter. Aristobulus left tliese infants when 
he was sUili by his lather, togetlier with his brotlier 
Alexander, as we have already related ; but when 
they were arrived at the years of puberty, this He- 
rod, the brother of Agrippa, married Mariamne, 
the daughter of Olympias, who was the daughter of 
Herod the king, and of Joseph, the son of Joseph, 
who was brother to Herod the king, and had by her 
a son, Aristobulus ; but Aristobulus, the third bro- 
ther of Agrippa, married Jotape, the daughter of 
Sampsigerainus, king of Emesa ^ they had a 
daughter who was deaf, whose name also was 
Jotape ; and these hitherto wero the childron of 
the male line ; but Herodias, theur sister, was mar- 
ried to Herod [Philip], the son of Herod the Great, 
who was bom of Mariamne, the daughter of Simon 
the high- priest, who had a daughter Salome ; after 
whose birth, Herodias took upon her to oonfound 
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the laws of our country, and divorce herself from 
her husband, while he was alive, and was married 
to Herod [Antipas], her husband's brother by the 
father's side ; he was tetrarch of Galilee ; but her 
daughter Salome, was married to Philip, the son of 
Herod, and tetrarch of Trachonitis ; and, as he died 
ehildless, Aristobulos, the son of Herod, the bro-* 
ther of Agrippa, married her ; tbey had three sons, 
Herod, Agrippa, and Aristobalus ; and this was 
tiie posterity of Phasaelos and Salampsio ; but the 
daughter of Antipater by Cypres, was Cyproe, whom 
Alexas SelciaSy the son of Alexas, married ; they 
liad a daughter. Cypres ; but Herod and Alexan- 
der, who, as we told you, were the brothers of An- 
tipater, died childless. As to Alexander, the son 
of Herod the king, who was slain by his father, he 
had two sons, Alexander and Tigranes, by the 
daughter of Archelaus, king of Cappadocia. Ti- 
granes, who was king of Armenia, was accused at 
ftome, and died childless ; Alexander had a son of 
the same name with his brother Tigranes, and was 
sent to take possession of the kingdom of Armenia 
by Nero : he had a son, Alexander, who married 
Jotape,* the daughter of Antiochus, the king of 
CcRumagena ; Vespasian made him king of an is- 
land in Cilicia. But these descendants of Alexan- 
der, soon after their birth, deserted the Jewish 
religion, and went over to that of the Greeks ; but 
for the rest of the daughters of Herod the king, it 
happened that they <Ued childless ; and as these 
descendants of Herod, whom we have enumerated, 
were in being at the same time that Agrippa the 
Great took the kingdom, and I have now given an 
account of them, it now remains that i reUte the 
several hard fortunes which befell Agrippa, and 
how he got clear of them, and was advanced to the 
greatest height of dignity and honour. 



CHAPTER Vr. 

OP THB FAVIOATIOIC OP KIFO AGRIPPA TO ROHB, TO 
TIBBRIUS CJBBAR ; AND HOW, UPON HIS BEING AC- 
CUSED BT HIS OWN PBBEO-MAN, HB WAS BOUND ; 
HOW ALSO HB WAS SET AT LIBEBTT BT CAIU8, AP- 
TB& TfBEBIUs'S DEATH, AND WAS MADE KINO OP 
THE TETBABCHT OP PHILIP. 

§ 1. A UTTLB before the death of Herod the king, 
Agrippa lived at Rome, and was generally brought 
up and conversed with Drusus, the emperor Tibe- 
ritts's son, and contracted a friendship with Anto- 
nia, tlie wife of Drusus the Great, who had his mo- 
ther Bernice in great esteem, and was very desirous 
of advancing her son. Now, as Agrippa was by 
nature magnanimous and generous in the presents 
he made wliile his mother was alive, this inclination 
of his mind did not appear, that he might be able 
to avoid her anger for such his extravagance ; but 
when Bemiee was dead, and he was left to his own 
conduct, he spent a great deal extravagantly in his 
daily way of living, and a great deal in the immo- 
derate presents he made, and those chiefly among 
Gnsar's freed-men, in order to ^n their assistance, 
insomuch that he was in a httle time reduced to 
poverty^ and could not live at Rome any longer. 
Tiberius also forbade the friends of his deceased 
son to come into his aight, because on seeing them 
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he should be put in mind of his son, and his grief 
would thereby be revived. 

2. For these reasons he went away from Rome, 
and sailed to Judea, but in evil circumstances, be- 
ing dejected with the loss of that money which he 
ODce had, and because he had not wherewithal to 
pay his creditors, who were many in number, and 
such as gave no room for escaping them. Where- 
upon he knew not what to do ; so for shame of his 
present condition, he retired to a certain tower at 
MaUtha, in Idumea, and had thoughts of kiUing 
himself ; but his wife Cyprus perceived his inten- 
tions, and tried all sorts of methods to divert him 
from his takine such a course : so she sent a letter 
to his sister Herodias, who was now the wife of 
Herod the tetrarch, and let her know Agrippa's 
present design, and what necessity it was which 
drove hun thereto, and desired her, as a kinswoman 
of his, to give him her help, and to engage her 
husband to do the same, since she saw now she 
alleviated these her husband's troubles all she 
could, although she had not the like wealth to do it 
withal. So they sent for him, and allotted him Ti- 
berias for his habitation, and appointed him some 
income of money for his maintenance, and made 
him a magistrate of that city, by way of honour to 
him. Yet did not Herod Ions continue in that re- 
solution of supporting him, though even that sup- 
port was not sufficient for him ; for, as once they 
were at a feast at Tyre, and in their cups, and re- 
proaches were cast upon one another, Agrippa 
thought that was not to be borne, while Herod bit 
him in the teeth with his poverty, and with hia 
owing his necessary food to him. So he went to 
Flaccus, one that had been consul, and had been a 
very great friend to him at Rome formerly, and 
was now president of Syria. 

3. Hereupon Flaccus received him kindly, and 
he lived with him. Flaccus had also with him 
there, Aristobulus, who was indeed Agrippa^s bro- 
ther, but was at variance with him ; yet did not 
their enmity to one another hinder the friendship 
of Flaccus to them both ; but still they were hon- 
ourably treated by him. However, Aristobulus did 
not abate of his iU-will to Agrippa, till at length he 
brought him into ill terms with Flaccus ; the occa- 
sion of bringing on which estrangement was this : 
— The Damasoens were at difference with the Si- 
donians about their limits, and when Flaccus was 
about to hear the cause between them, they under- 
stood that Agrippa had a mighty influence upon 
him ; so they desired that he would be of their 
side, and for that favour promised him a great deal 
of money ; so he was zealous in assisting the Da- 
mascene as far as he was able. Now Aristobulus 
had gotten intelligence of this promise of money to 
him, and accused him to Flaccus of the same ; and 
when, upon a thorough examination of the matter^ 
it appeared pUunly so to be, he rejected Agrippa 
out of the number of his friends. So he was re* 
dttced to the utmost necessity, and came to Ptole- 
mais ; because he knew not where else to get a live- 
lihood, he thought to sail to Italy ; but as he was 
restrained from so doing by want of money, be de- 
sired Marsyas, who was his freed-man, to find some 
method for procuring him so much as he wanted 
for that purpose, by borrowmg such a sum of some 
person or other. So Marsyas desired of Peter, who 
was the freed-man of Bernice, Agrippa's mother, 
and by the right of her testament was bequeathed 
to AntoiUAy to lend so much upon Agrippa's own 
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bond and security : but lie accused Agrippa of 
baving defrauded him of certain sums of money, 
and 8o obliged Maxsyas, when he made the bond 
of twenty thousand Attic drachmae, to accept of 
twenty- five hundred drachmie* leas than what he 
desired ; which the other allowed of, because he 
eould not help it. Upon the receipt of Uiis money, 
Agrippa came to Antnedon, and took shipping, and 
was going to set sail ; but Herenniua Capito, who 
was the procurator of Jamnia, sent a band of sol- 
dien to demand of him three hundred thousand 
drachms of aiWer, which were by him owing to 
Cesar's treasury while he was at Rome, and so 
forced him to stay. He then pretended that he 
would do as he bade him ; but when night came on, 
he cut his cables, and went off, and sailed to Alex* 
andria, where he desired Alexander the alabarohf 
to lend him two hundred thousand drachmae ; but 
he said he would not refuse it to Cyproe, as greatly 
astonished at her affection to her husband, and at 
the other instances of her virtue ; so she undertook 
to repay it Accordingly, Alexander paid them 
five talents at Alexandria, and promised to pay them 
the rest of that sum at Dicearchia [Puteoli] ; and 
this he did out of the fear he was in that Agrippa 
would soon spend it. So this Cyproe set her hus- 
band free, and dismissed him to go on with his na- 
TJgation to. Italy^ while she and her children de- 
puted for Judea. 

4. And now Ag^rippa was come to Puteoli, 
whence he wrote a letter to Tiberius Ceesar, who 
then lived at Caprese, and told him that he was 
oome so far, in order to wait on him, and to pay 
him a'visit ; and desired that he would give him 
leave to oome over to Capre» : so Tiberius made 
no difficulty, but wrote to him in an obliging way 
in other respects ; and withal told bun he was glad 
of his safe return, and desired him to come to Ca- 
prese ; and, when he was come, he did not fail to 
treat him as kindly as he had promised him in his 
letter to do. But the next day came a letter to 
CiBsar from Herennins Capito, to inform him that 
Agrippa had borrowed three hundred thousand 
d»ebmae, and not paid it at the time appointed ; 
but, when it was demanded of him, he ran away 
like a fugitive, out of the places under his govern- 
ment, and put it out of his power to get the money 
of him. When Caesar had read this letter, he was 
much troubled at it, and save orders that Agrippa 
should be excluded from his presence until he had 
paid that debt : upon which he was no way daunted 
at Caesar's anger, but entreated Antonia, the mo- 
ther of Germanicns, and Claudius, who was after- 
wards Caesar himself, to lend him those three hun- 
dred thousand drachmae, that he might not be de- 
prived of Tiberius 's friendship ; so, out of regard 
to the memory of Bemice his mother (for those 
two women were Toxy familiar with one another), 
and out of regard of his and Claudius's education 
together, she lent him the money ; and, upon the 
payment of this debt, tliere was notliinjg to hinder 
Ttberius's friendship to him. After this, Tiberius 
Caesar recommended to him his grandson4: and 
ordered that lie should always accompany him 
when he went abroad. But, upon Agrippa's kind 
reception by Antonia, he betook him to pay his 
respects to Caius, who was her grandson, and in 
very high reputation by reason of the good-will 
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tliey bare his father.§ Now there wa%one Thallns, 
a freed-man of Caesar's, of whom he borrowed a 
million of drachmae, and thence repaid Antonia tha 
debt lie owed her ; and by sending the overplus in 
paying his court to Caius, became a person of great 
authority with him. 

» 5. Now, sa the friendship which Agrippa had for 
Caius, was come to a great height, there happened 
some words to pass between them, aa they were 
once in a chariot together, concerning Tiberius ; 
Agrippa praying [to God] (for they two sat by 
tliemselves^ that Tiberius might soon go off the 
stage, and leave the goYemment to Caius, who was 
in every respect more worthy of it. Now, Eutyr 
chus, who was Agrippa's freed-man, and drove his 
chariot, heard these words, and at that time said 
nothing of them ; but when Agrippa accused him 
of stealing some gannentB of his (which was oert 
tainly true), he ran away from him ; but when he 
was caught, and brought before Piso, who was go- 
vernor of tibe city, and the man was asked why lie 
ran away, he replied, that he had somewhat to say 
to Caesar, that tended to his security and preserva- 
tion : so Piso bound him, and sent him to Cypress, 
But Tiberius, according to his usual custom, kept 
him still in bonds, being a delayer of affairs, if ever 
there was any odier king or tyrant that was so ; 
for he did not admit ambassadors quickly, and no 
successors were dispatched away as governors or 
procurators of the provinces that had been formeriy 
sent, unless they were dead ; whence it was that he 
was so negligent in hearing the causes of prison- 
ers ; insomuch that when he was asked by Lis 
friends what was the reason of his delay in such 
cases, he said that he delayed to hear ambassadors 
lest, upon tlieir quick dismission, other ambassadinrs 
should be appointed, and return upon him ; and so 
he should bring trouble upon himself in their pub- 
lic reception and dismission : that he permitted 
those governors who had been sent once to their 
governments [to stay there a great while], out of 
regard to the subjects that were under them ; for 
that all govemora are naturally disposed to get aa 
much as they can ; and that those who are not to 
fix there, but to stay a short time, and that at an 
unoertainty when they shall be turned out, do the 
more severely hurry themselves on to fleece the 
people ; but that, if their government be long con- 
tinued to them, they are at last satiated wi& the 
spoils, as having gotten a vast deal, and so become 
at length less sharp in their pillaging ; but that, tf 
successors ai'o sent quickly, the poor subjects, who 
are exposed to them as a prey, will not be able to 
bear the new ones, while they shall not hare the 
same time allowed them wherein their prodeceseon 
had filled themselves, and so grow more uneoa- 
cemed about getting more ; and this because they 
are removed before they have had time [for their 
oppressions]. He gave them an example to show 
his meaning : — ^A great number of flies came about 
the sore places of a man that had been wounded, 
upon* which, one of the atanders-by pitied the man's 
misfortune, and tliinking he was not able to drive 
away those flies himself, was going to drive them 
away for him ; but be prayed him to let them alone ; 
the other, by way of reply, asked him the reason of 
such a preposterous proceeding, in preventing re- 
lief from his present misery ; to whidi he answered, 
" If thou drivest these flies away, thou wilt hurt 
me worse ; for as these are already full of my -bloody 
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they do not crowd ftbout me, nor pain me so much 
M before, but are eoroetimes more remiss, while 
the fresh ones that come, almost famished, and find 
me quite tirad down already, will be my destruc« 
•tion. For this cause, therefore, it b uiat I am 
myself careful not to send such new governors per- 
petually to those my subjects, who are already suf- 
ficiently harassed by many oppressions, as may, 
like these flies, farther distress them ; and so, be- 
sides their natural desire of gain, may have this 
additional incitement to it, that they expect to be 
suddenly deprived of that pleasure which they take 
in it.'* And as a farther attestation to what I say 
of the dilatoi7 nature of Tiberius, I appeal to this 
his practice itself ; for although he was emperor 
twenty-two years, be sent in all but two procurators 
to govern the nation of the Jews, — Gratus, and his 
Boeeeesor in the government, Pilate. Nor was be 
in one way of acting with respect to the Jews, and 
in another with respect to the rest of his subjects. 
He further informed them, that even in the heatf- 
ing of the causes of prisoners, he made such delays, 
because immediate death to those that must be con- 
demned to die, would be an alleviation of their pre- 
sent miseries, while those wicked wretches have not 
^Merved any favour ; ^ but I do it, that by being 
harassed with the present calamity, they may un- 
dergo greater misery." 

6. On this account it was that Eutyehus could not 
obtain a hearing, but was kept still in prison. 
However, some time afterwani, Tiberius came 
from CapresB to Tusculannm, which is about a 
hundred furlonps from Rome. Agrippa then de- 
sired of Antonia that she would then procure a 
hearing for Eutyehus, let the matter whereof he 
accused him prove what it would. Now, Antonia 
was greatly esteemed by Tiberius on all accounts, 
from the dignity of her relation to him, who had 
been his brother Drusus's wife, and from her emi- 
nent chastity ;* for though she- was still a young 
woman, she continued in her widowhood, and re- 
fused all other matches, although Augustus had 
enjoined her to be married to somebody else ; yet 
did she all along preserve her reputation free from 
reproach. She had also been the greatest bene- 
factress to Tiberias, when there was a very dan- 
gerous plot Uid against him by Sejanns, a man who 
had been her husband's friend, and who had the 
greatest authority, because he was general of the 
army, and when many members of the senate, and 
many of the freed-men, joined with him, and the 
Boldieiy was eorrupted, and the plot was come to a 
great height Now Sejanns had eertainly gained 
his point, had not Antonia's boldness been more 
wisely eonducted than Sejanus's malice ; for, when 
she ksd discovered his designs against Tiberius, 
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she wrote him an exact account of the whole, and 
gave the letter to Pallas, the most laithful cf her 
servants, and sent him to Caprem to Tiberius, who, 
when he understood it, slew Sejanns and his con- 
federates ; so that Tiberius^ who had her in great 
esteem before, now looked upon her with still 
greater respect, and depended upon her in all 
tilings.' So, when Tiberius was desired by this 
Antonia to examine Eutyehus, he answered, " ]| 
indeed Eutyehus hath falsely accused Agrippa in 
what he hath said of him, he hath had sufficient 
punishment by what I have done to him already ; 
but if, upon examination, the accusation appears 
to be true, let Agrippa have a care, lest, out of de- 
siro of punishing his freed-man, he do not nther 
bring a punishment upon himself." Now, whcQ 
Antonia told Agrippa of this, he was still much 
more pressing tlutt the matter might be examined 
into ; so Antonia, upon Agrippa's lyina hard at 
her continually to beg this favour, took ^e follow- 
ing opportunity :-*A8 Tiberius lay once at his 
ease upon his sedan, and was carried about, and 
Gains, her grandson, and Agrippa, were before 
him after dinner, she walked bv the sedan, and de<- 
sired him to call Eutyehus, and have him examined ; 
to which he replied, *<0 Antonia I the gods are 
my witnesses that I am induced to do what I am 
soing to do, not by my own inclination, but because 
I am forced to it by thy prayers." When he had 
said this, he ordered Macro, who succeeded Seja- 
nns, to bring Eutyehus to him ; accordingly, with- 
out any delay, he was brought Then Tiberius 
asked him what he had to say agunst a man who 
had given him his liberty. Upon which he said, 
^ my lord I this Caius, and Agrippa with him, 
were once riding in a chariot, when I sat at their 
feet, and, among other discourses that passed, 
Agrippa said to Gains, O that the day would once 
come when this old fellow will die, and name thee 
for the governor of the habitable earth 1 for then 
this Tiberius, his grandson, would be no hinder- 
ance, but would be taken off by thee, and that 
earth would be happy, and I happy also." Now, 
Tiberius took these to be truly Agrippa's words, and 
bearine a grudge withal at Agrippa, because, when 
he had commanded him to pay his respects to Ti- 
berius, his grandson, and the son of Drusus, Agrip- 
pa had not paid him that respect, but had disobeyed 
his commands, and transferred all his regards to 
GaiuB ; he said to Macro, ** Bind this man." But 
Macro, not distinctly knowing which of them it 
was whom he bade him bind, and not expecting 
that he would have any enoh thing done to Agrip- 
pc^ he forbore, and came to ask more distiuctly 
what it was that he said. But when Cessar had 
gone round the hippodrome, he found Agrippa 
standing^: — ** For certain," said he^ ** Macro, this 
is the man I meant to have bound ;" and when he 
still asked, which of these is to be bound t he said, 
Agrippa. Upon which Agrippa betook himself to 
make supplication for himself, puttins him in mind 
of his son, with whom he was brought up, and of 
Tiberius [hb grandson] whom he had educated, 
but all to no purpose, for they led him about bound 
even in his purple garments. It was also very hot 
weather, and they had but little wine to their meal, 
so that he was very thirsty ; he was also in a sort 
of agony, and took this treatment of him heinous- 
ly : as he therefore saw one of Gaius's slaves, 
whose name was Thaumastus, carrying some water 
in a vessel, he desired that he would let him drink t 
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BO the servant gave him some water to drink ; and 
he drank heartily, and said, *' thou boy ! this 
service of thine to me will be for tliy advantage ; 
for, if I once get clear of these my bonds, I will 
soon procure thee thy freedom from Cains, who 
has not been wanting to minister to me now I am 
in bonds, in the same manner as when I was in my 
former state and dignity.'* Nor did he deceive him 
in what he promia^ him, but made him amends 
for what be had now done ; for, when afterwards 
Agrippa was come to the kingdom, he took parti- 
cidar care of Thaumastus, and got him his liberty 
from Cains, and made him the steward over his' 
own estate ; and when he died, he left him to 
Agrippa his son, and to Bemice his daughter, to 
minister to them in the same capaci^. The man 
also grew old in that honourable post, and therein 
died. But all this happened a good while later. 

7. Now Agrippa stood in his bonds before the 
royal palace, and leaned on a certain tree for grief, 
with many others, who were in bonds also ; and as 
a certain bird sat upon the tree on which Agrippa 
leaned (the Romans called this bird bubo), [an 
owl], one of those that were bound, a German by 
nation, saw him, and asked a soldier who that man 
in purple was ; and when h^ was informed that his 
name was Agrippa, and that he was by nation a 
Jew, and one of the principal men of that nation, 
he asked leave of the soldier to whom he was bound,* 
to let him come nesr to him, to speak with him ; 
for that he had a mind to inquire of him about some 
things relating to his country ; which liberty, when 
he had obtained, as he stood near him, he said thus 
to him by an interpreter, — *' This sudden changs 
of thy condition, young man ! is grievous to thee, 
as bringing on thee a manifold and very great ad- 
versity ; nor wilt thou believe me, when I foretell 
how thou wilt get clear of tliis misery which tliou 
art now under, and how divine Providence will 
provide for thee. Know therefore (and I appeal 
to my own country gods, as well as to the gods of 
tliis place, who have awarded these bonds to us,) 
that all I am going to say about thy concerns, shall 
neitlier be said for favour nor bribery, nor out of 
an endeavour to make thee cheerful without cause ; 
for such predictions, when they come to fail, make 
the grief at last, and in earnest, more bitter than 
if the party had never heard of any such thing. 
However, though I run the haaard of my own self, 
I think it fit to. declare to thee the prediction of the 
gods. It cannot be that thou shouldst long conti- 
nue in tliese bonds ; but thou wilt soon be delivered 
from them, and wilt be promoted to the highest 
dignity and power, and thou wilt be envied by all 
Uiose who now pity thy hard fortune ; and thou 
wilt be happy till thy death, and leave thine hap- 
piness to the children whom thou shalt have. But, 
do thou remember, when thou seest this bird again, 
that thou wilt then live but five days longer. This 
event will be brought to pass by that God who hath 
sent this bird hither to be a sign unto thee. And 
I cannot but thmk it unjust to conceal from thee 
what 1 foreknow concerning thee, that, by thy 
knowing beforehand what happiness is coming upon 
thee, thou mayest not regani thy present misfor- 
- tunes. But, when this happiness shall actually be- 
fall thee, do not forget what misery I am in myself, 
but endeavour to deliver me." So when the Ger- 
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man had said this, he made Agrippa laugh at him 
as much as he afterwards appeared worSiy of ad* 
miration. But now Antonia took Agrippa's mis- 
fortune to heart : however to speak to Tiberius on 
his behalf, she took to be a very difficult thing, and 
indeed quite impracticable, as to any hope of sue* 
cess ; yet did she procure of Macro, that the sol- 
diers that kept him should be of a gentle nature;^ 
and that the centurion who was over them, and 
was to diet with him, should be of the same dispo- 
sition, and that he might have leave to bathe him- 
self every day, and that his freed-men and friends 
might come to him, and that other things that tend- 
ed to ease him might be indulged him« So his 
friend Silas came in to him, and two of his ireed- 
men, Marsyas and Stechus, who brought him such 
sorts of food as he was fond of, and indeed took 
great care of him ; they also brought him garments 
under pretence of selling them, and, when night 
came on, thev laid them under him ; and the sol* 
diers assisted them, as Macro had given them or- 
der to do beforehand. And this was Agrippa's 
condition for six months' time ; and in this case 
were his affairs. 

8. But as for Tiberius, upon his return to Cs- 
pre», he fell sick. At first his distemper was bat 

gentle ; but, as that distemper increased npoo him, 
e had small or no hopes of recovery. Hereupon 
he bade Euodus, who was tlie freed -man whom he 
most of all respected, to bring the childrenf to him, 
for that he wanted to talk to them before he died. 
Now he had at present no sons of his own alive ; 
for Drusus's son Tiberius was still living, whoee 
additional name was Gemellus : there was also liv- 
ing Cains, the son of GermanicuS, who was the Botct 
of his brother [DrususJ. He was now grown up, 
and had had a liberal education, and was well im- 
proved by it, and was in esteem and favour with 
the people, on account of the excellent character of 
his father Germanicus, who had attained the high- 
est honour among the multitude, by the firmness of 
his virtuous behaviour, by the easiness and agree- 
ableness of Ins conversing with the multitude, and 
because the dignity he was in did not hinder his 
familiarity with them all, as if they were his equals ; 
by which belutviour he was not only greatly es- 
teemed by the people and the senate, but by every 
one of those nations that were subject to the Ro- 
mans ; some of whom were affected when they 
came to him, with the gracefulness of their reoep- 
tion by him ; and others were affected in the same 
manner by the report of the others that had been 
with him : and, upon his death, there was a lamen- 
tation made by all men ; not such a one as was to 
be made in way of flattery to their mlers, while 
they did but counterfeit sorrow, but such *as was 
real ; while every body grieved at his death, as if 
they had lost one that was near to them. And truly 
such had been his easy conversation with men, that 
it turned greatly to the advantage of his son among 
all ; and, among others, the soldiery were so pecu- 
liarly affected to him, that the^ reckoned it an eli- 
gible thin|r, if need were, to die themselves, if he 
might but attain to the government. 

9. But when Tiberius had given order to Eaodui 
to bring the childr^i to hun the next day in the 
morning, he prayed to his oonntty gods to show 
him a manifest signal, which of those children 
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should eome to the gOTemment ; being very de- 
sirous to leave it to hu son's son, but bSu depend- 
ing upon what God would foreshow conoerninff 
them, more than upon his own opinion and inch- 
nation ; so he made this to be the omen, that the 
gOTemment should be left to him who should come 
to him first the next day. When he had Uius re- 
Bolred within himself, he sent to his grandson's tu- 
tor, and ordered him to bring the child to him 
early in the morning, as supposing that Gtod would 
pennit him to be made emperor. But Grod proyed 
opposite to his designation ; for, while Tibenus was 
thus contriving matters, and aa soon as it was at 
aU day, he bid Euodos to call in that child which 
should be there ready. So he went out, and found 
Caius before the door, for Tiberius was not yet 
oome, but staid waitine for his break&st ; for £uo- 
dus knew nothing of what his lord intended ; so he 
aaid to Gains, «Thy father calk thee," and then 
brought him in. As soon as Tiberius saw Gains, 
and not before, he reflected on the power of God, 
and how the ability of bestowing the government 
on whom he would was entirely taken from him ; 
and thence he was not able to establish what he 
had mtended. So he greatly Umented that his 
power of establishing what he had before contrived 
waa taken from him, and that his grandson Tibe- 
rius was not only to lose the Roman empire by his 
fatalily, but his own safety also ; because his pre- 
servation would now depend upon such as would be 
more potent than himself, who would think it a 
thing not to be borne, that a kinsman should live 
with them, and so his reUttion would not be able to 

Ceat him : but he would be feared and bated by 
who had the supreme authority, partly on ac- 
count of bis being next to the empire, and partly 
on account of his perpetually contriving to get the 
government, both in order to preserve himself, and 
to be at the head of affairs also. Now Tiberius 
had been very much given to astrology,* and the 
calculation of nativities ; and had spent his life in 
the esteem of what predictions had proved true, 
more than those whose profession it was. Accord- 
ingly, when he once saw Galba coming in to him, 
he said to his most intimate friends, that there came 
in a roan that would one day have the dignity of the 
Roman empure. So that this Tiberius was more 
addicted to all such sorts of diviners than any other 
of the Roman emperors, because he luui found them 
to have told the truth in his own affairs ; and in- 
deed he was now in great distress upon this acci- 
dent thki had befiUlen him, and was very much 
grieved at the destruction of his son's son, which he 
foresaw, and complained of hunself, that he should 
have made use of such a method of divination be- 
forehand, while it was in his power to have died 
without grief by his knowledge of futurity ; wheieas 
he was now tormented by his foreknowledge of the 
misfortune of such as were dearest to him, and 
must die under that torment. Now, although he 
waa disordered at this unexpected revolution of tbe 
government to those for whom he did not intend it, 
he spake thus to Gains, though unwillingly, and 
i^painst his own inclination : — ** child, although 
Tiberius be nearer related to me than thou art, I 
by my own determination, and the conspunng suf- 
frage of the gods, do give, and put into thy hand, 
the Roman empire ; and I desire thee never to be 
unmindful when thou oomest to it, either of my 
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kindness to thee, who set thee in so hish a dignity, 
or of thy relation to Tiberius : but as thou knowest 
that 1 am, together with and after the gods, the 
procurer of so great happiness to thee, so I dears 
that thou wilt make me a return for mv readiness 
to assist thee, and wilt take care of Tiberius be- 
cause of his near relation to thee. Besides which, 
thou art to know, that, while Tiberius is alive^ he 
will be a security to thee, both as to empire and aa 
to thy own preservation ; but, if he die, that will 
be but a prelnde to thy own ndsfortones ; for to be 
alone under the weight of such vast affairs, is very 
dangerous ; nor wiU the gods suffer those aetbna 
whidi axe unjustly done, contrary to that Uw which 
directs men to do otherwise, to go off unpunished." 
This was the speech which Tiberius made ; which 
did not j^ersuade Gains to act %oeordingly, although 
he promised so to do ; but, when he was settled m 
the government, he took off this Tiberius, as was 
predicted by the other Tiberius ; as he was also 
himself, in no long time afterwards, slain by a se- 
cret plot laid against him. 

10. So when Tiberius had at4his time appointed 
Gains to be ^ successor, he outlived but a few days, 
and then died, after he had held the government 
twenty- two vears five months and three (ktys. Now 
Caius was the fourth emperor : but when the Ro- 
mans understood that Tiberius was dead, Uiey re- 
joiced at tlie good news, but had not courage to 
believe it ; not because they were unwilling it 
should be true, for they would have given liurge 
sums of money that it might be so, but because 
they were afraid that, if they had shown then* joy, 
when the news proved false, their joy should be 
openly known, and they should be accused for it, 
and be thereby undone ; for this Tiberius had 
brought a vast number of miseries on die best fa- 
milies of the Romans, since he was easily inflamed 
with passion in all cases, and was of such a temper 
as rendered his anger irrevocable, till he had exe- 
cuted the same, although he had taken a hatred 
against men without reason ; for he was by nature 
fierce in all the sentences he gave, and made death 
the penalty for the slightest offences ; insomuch 
that when the Romans heard the rumour about his 
death gUdly, they were restrained from the enjoy- 
ment of that pleasure by the dread of such miseries 
as they foresaw would follow, if thefr hopes proved 
ill-grounded. Now Marsyas, Agrippa's freed-man, 
as soon aahe heard of Tiberius's death, came run- 
mug to tell Agrippa the news ; and finding him 
going out to the ^th, he gave him a nod, and said, 
in the Hebrew tongue, ** The lionf is dead ;" who, 
understanding his meaning, and bemg oveijoyed 
at the news, ** Nay," said he, ** but all sorto of 
thanks and happiness attend thee for this news of 
thme ; only 1 wish that what thou sayest may 
prove true." Now the centurion who waa set to 
keep Agrippa, when he saw* with what haste Mar- 
syas came, and what joy Agrippa had from what 
he said, he had a suspicion that his words implied 
some great innovation of afikirs, and he asked them 
about what was said. They at first diverted the 
discourse ; but upon his farwer pressing, Agrippa, 
without more ado, told him, for he had already be- 
come his friend ; so he joined with him in that 
pleasure which this news occasioned, because it 
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would be fortunate for Agrippa, and made fahn a 
flupper : but, as they were feasting, and the cups 
went about, there came one >A-ho said, that Tiberias 
was still alive, and would return to the city in a few 
days. At which news the centurion was exceed- 
ingly troubled, because he had done what might 
oost him his life, to haye treated so joyfully a pri- 
soner, and this upon the news of the death of Caet-ar ; 
so he thrust Agrippa from the couch whereon be lay, 
and said, <' Dust tiion think to cheat me by a lie 
about the emperor without punishment t and shalt 
thou not pay for this tlty malicious report at the 
price of thine head V When he had so said, he 
ordered Agrippa to be bound again (for he had 
loosed him before), and kept a severer guard over 
him than formerly, and in that evil condition was 
Agrippa that night ; but the next day the rumour 
Increased in the city, and confirmed the news that 
Tiberius was certainly dead ; insomuch tliat men 
durst now openly and freely talk about it ; nay, 
some offered sacrifices on that nceount Several 
letters also came from Caius ; one of them to the 
senate, which infonned them of the death of Tibe- 
rius, and of his own entrance on the government ; 
another to Piso, the governor of the city, which 
told him the same thing. He also gave oider that 
Agrippa should be removed out of the camp, and 
l^o to that house where he lived before he was put 
m psison ; so that he was now out of fear as to his 
own affairs ; for, although he was still in custody, 
yet it was now with ease to his own affnirs. Now, 
as soon as Caius was come to Rome, and had 
brought Tiberius's dead body with him, and had 
made a sumptuous funeral for him, according to 
the laws of his oountry, he was much disposed to 
set Agrippa at Uberty Uiat very day ; but Antonia 
hindered Dim, not out of any ill-will to the prisoner, 
but out of regard to decency in Caius, lest that 
should make men believe that he received the deatli 
of Tiberius with pleasure, when he loosed one whom 
he had bound, immediately. However, tliere did 
not many days pass, ere be sent for him to his 
house, and had him shaved, and made him change 
his raiment ; after which he put a diadem upon 
his head, and appointed him to be king of the 
tetrarchy of Philip. He also gave him the te- 
trarehy of Lysanias,* and changed his iron chain 
for a golden one of. equal weight. He also sent 
JdaruUus to be procurator of Judea. 

11. Now, in tlie second year of the reign of Caius 
Ceesar, Agrippa desired leave to be given him to 
sail home, and settle the afikirs of his government ; 
and he promised to return again when he had put 
the rest in order, as it ought to be put. So, upon 
the emperor'a permission, he came into his own 
country, and appeared to them all unexpectedly as 
a king, and thereby demonstrated to the men that 
saw him, the power of fortune, when they compared 
his former poverty with his present happv afilu- 
enoe ; so some called him a happy man ; and others 
could not well believe that things wero so much 
changed with him for the better. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

HOW HKnOD THB TETBABCH WAS BANI8HBI>. 

i 1. Bcrr Herodias, Agrippa*s sister, who now lived 
as wife to that Herod who was tetrarch of Galilee 
and Perea, took this authority of her brother in an 
envious manner, particularly when she saw that be 
had a greater dignity bestowed on him than her 
husband had ; since, when he ran away, he wa« 
not able to pay his debts ; and now he was oome 
back, it was because he was in a way of dignity 
and of great fortune. She was therefore grieved 
and much displeased at so great a mutation of hja 
affairs' ; and cniefly when she saw him msrching 
among the multitude with the usual ensigns of 
royal authority, she wss not able to conceal how 
miserable she was, by reason of the envy she had 
towards him ; but she excited her husband, and 
desired him that he would sail to Rome, to court 
honours equal to his ; for she said, that she could 
not bear to live any longer, while Agrippa, the bod 
of that Aristobulus, who was condemned to die by 
his father, one that came to her husband in such 
extreme poverty, that the necessaries of life were 
forced to be entirely supplied him day by day ; 
and when he fled away from his creditors by sea, 
he now returned a king : while he was himself 
the son of a king, and while the near relation he 
bare to royal authority, called upon him to gain 
the like dignity, he sat still, and was contented with 
a private life. " But then, Herod, although thou 
wast formerly not concemeid to be in a lower con* 
dition than thy father, from whom thou wast de- 
rived, had been, yet do thou now seek after tlie 
dignity which thy kinsman hath attained to ; and 
do not tliou bear tliis contempt, that a man who 
admired thy riches should be in greater honour 
tlian thyself, nor suffer his povertv to show itself 
able to purchase greater things than our abun- 
dance ; nor do thou esteem it other tlian a shame* 
ful thing to be inferior to one who, the other day, 
lived upon thy charity. But let us go to Rome^ 
and let us spare no pains nor expenses, either of 
silver or gold, since tliey cannot be kept for any 
better use than for the obtaining of a kingdom." 

2. But for Herod, he opposed her request at 
this time, out of the love of ease, and having a sus- 
picion of the trouble he should have at Rome ; so 
he tried to instruct her better. But the more she 
saw him draw back, the more she pressed him to 
it, and desired him to leave no stone unturned in 
order to be king : and at last she left not off till 
she engaged him, whether he would or not, to be 
of her sentiments, because he could no otherwise 
avoid her importunity. So he got all things ready, 
afier as sumptuous a manner as he was able, and 
spared for nothing, and went up to Rome, and took 
Herodias along with him. But Agrippa, when he 
was made sensible of their intentions and prepara- 
tions, he also prepared to go thither ; and as soon 
as he heard they set sail, he sent Fortunatos, one 
of his freed-men, to Rome, to cairy presents to the 
emperor, and letters against Herod, and to give 
Caius a particular account of those matters, if he 
should have any opportunity. This nuui followed 
Herod so quick, and had so prosperous a voyage, 
and came so little after Herod, that while Herod 
was with Caius, he came himself, and delivered 
his letters ; for Ihey both sailed to Dioeanhia, sad 
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fbmid CSaios at Baw, which is itself a Utile citjr of 
Campania, at the distance of aboat five furlongs 
ftom Dicearehia. There are in that pUce royal 
palaces, with^umptuons apartments, every emperor 
fltill endeavoaring to outdo his predeoeasor's mag^ 
Bifieenee : the place also affords warm baths, that 
spring out of the ground of their own accord, 
which are of adTantege for the recovery of the 
health of those that make use of them ; and, be* 
sides, they minister to men's luxury also. Now 
Okius saluted Herod, for be first met with him, and 
then looked upon the letters which Agrippa had 
sent him, and which were written in order to ac- 
cuse Herod ; wherein he accused him, that he had 
been in confederacy with Sejanus, against Tiberi- 
ns's goTcmment, and that he was now confederate 
with Artabanus, the king of Parthia, in opposition 
to the goYcmment of Caius ; as a demonstration of 
which, he alleged, that he had armour sufficient for 
fleventy thousand men ready in his armoury. 
Gains was moved at this informatien, and asked 
Herod, whether what was said about the armovr 
was true ; and when he confessed there was such 
srmour there, for be could not den^ tlie same, the 
truth of it being too BotorMus, Caius took that to 
be a sufficient proof of the accusation, that he in- 
tended to revolt So he took away from htm his 
tetrarchy, and gave it by way of addition to Agrip- 
pa's kingdom ; he abo gave Herod's money to 
Agrippa, and, by way of punishment, awarded him 
a perpetual banishment, and appointed Lyons, a city 
of Gaul, to be his phuse of habitatwn. But when 
he was informed that Herodias was Agrippa's sis- 
ter, he made her a present of what money was her 
owa, and told her tliat it was her brother who pre- 
vented her being put under the same caUmity with 
her husband. But she made this reply :— '* Thou, 
indeed, emperor I actest after a magnificent 
manner, and as becomest thyself, in what thou 
ollerest me ; but the kindness whidi I have for my 
husband, hinders me from partaking of the favour 
of thy gift ; for it is not just that I, who have been 
made a partner in his prosperity, should forsake 
him in bis misfortunes." Hereupon Caius was 
angry at her, and sent her with Herod into banish- 
ment, and gave her estate to Agrippa. And thus 
did God punish Herodias for her envy at her bro- 
ther, and Herod also for giving ear to the vain dis- 
courses of a woman. Now, Caius managed public 
affairs with great magnanimity during the first and 
second year of.his reign, and behaved himself with 
such moderation, tbathe gamed the grxxi-wili of tlie 
Romans themselves, and of his other subjects. But, 
in process of time, he went beyond the bounds of 
human nature in his conceitof himself, and, by rea- 
son of the vastness of his dominions, made himself 
a god, and took upon himself to act in all things to 
tiio jwproaoh of the Dmty itselt 



CHAPTER VIII. 

ODKCCBMING TBE BMBABSAOB OF THB JBW8 TO 041 US ;* 
AND HOW CAIUS SBMT PBTB0NIU8 IMTO STRIA, TO 
MAKB WAR AOAINST TUB JKWS, UMLBBS TUBY 
WOULD BBCBIVB HIS 8TATUB. 

§ 1. ThBrb was DOW a tumult arisen at Alexandria, 
betweeu the Jewish inhabitants and the Greeks ; 
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and three ambittadors f wsm chosen out of each 
narty that were at 'variance, who came to Otlos. 
Now, one of these ambassadors from the people of 
Alexandria was Apion, who uttered many blasphe* 
miea against the Jews ; and, among other things 
that he said, he charged them with neglecting the 
honours that belonged to Cessar ; for that while all 
who wero subject to the Roman empire built altars 
and temples to Caius, and in other regards univer- 
sally received him as they received the gods, these 
Jews alone thought it a dishonourable thing for 
them to erect statues in houour of him, as well as to 
swear b^ his name. Many of these severe things 
were said by Apkm, by which he hoped to provoke 
Cains to anger at the Jews, as he was likely to be. 
But Philo^ the principal of the Jewish embassare^ 
a man eminent on all aocounts, brother to Alexander 
the aUbarch, t and one not unskilful in philosophy, 
was ready to betake himself to make his defence 
against those accusations ; but Caius prohibited him, 
and bade him begone : he was also m such a rage, 
that it openly appeared he was about lo do them 
some very great mischief. So Phiio, being tiius 
affronted, went out, and said to those Jews that 
wero about him, that they should he of good coo- 
rage, since Caius's words indeed showed anger at 
them, but in reality had already set Ood against 
himself. 

2. Hereupon Gains, taking it very heinously that 
he should be thus despised by the Jews alone, sent 
Petrouinus to be president of Syria, and successor 
in the government to Yitellius, and gave him order 
to make an invaaion into Judea, with a great bodv 
of troops, and, if they would admit of his statue wil- 
lingly, to erect it in the temple of God ; but, if 
they wero obstinate, to conquer them by war, and 
then to do it. Accordingly Fetronias took the go- 
▼emment of Syria, and made haste to obey Ciesar's 
epistle. He got together as great a number of 
auxiliaries as he possibly oould, and took with him 
two legions of tlie Roman arm^, and came to Ptole- 
mais, and thero winterod, as mtending to set about' 
the war in the spring. He also wrote word to Oaiua 
what he had resolved to do ; who commended him 
for his aUcrity, and ordered him to go on, and to 
make war with them, in case they would not obey 
his commands. But there came many ten thousand 
of the Jews to Petronius, to Ptolemais, to offer their 
petitions to him, that he would not compel them to 
transgress and violate the kw of their forofifcthers ; 
^ but if," said they, ** thou art entiroly resolved to 
bring this statue, and eroct it, do thou first kill us, 
and then do what thou hast resolved on, for, while 
we are alive, we cannot permit such things as aro 
forbidden us to be done by the authority of our 
legislator, and by our forefathers* determination that 
such prohibitions aro instances of virtue.*' But 
Petronius was angry at them, and said, ** If indeed 
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I were myself emperor, and were at liberty to fol- 
low my own indinatioo, and then had designed to 
act thus, these your words would be justly spoken 
to me ; but now Cnear hath sent to me, I am under 
the necessity of being subservient to his decrees, 
because a disobedience to them will bring upon me 
ineTitable destruction." Then the Jews replied, 
** Since, therefore, thou art so disposed, O Petroni- 
us 1 that thou wUt not disobey Caius's epistles, nei- 
ther will we transgress the commands of our law ; 
and as we depend upon the excellency of our laws, 
and, by the labours of our ancestors, have conti- 
nued hitherto, without suffering them to be trans- 
gressed, we dare not by any means suffer ourselyes 
to be so timorous as to transgress those laws out of 
the fear of death, which God bath determined are 
for our advantage ; and, if we fall into misfortunes 
we will bear them, in order to preserve our laws, 
as knowing that those who expose themselves to 
dangera, hsve good hope of escaping them ; because 
God will stand on our side when, out of regard to 
him, we undergo alflietiona, and sustain the uncer- 
tain turns of fortune. But, if we should submit to 
thee, we should be greatly reproadied for our cow- 
ardice, as thereby showing ourselves ready to trans- 
gress our law ; and we should incur the great anger 
of God also, who, even thyself being judge, is supe- 
rior to Gaius." 

ft. When Petronius saw by then? words, that 
their determination was hard to be removed, and 
that, without a war, he should not be able to be 
subservient to Gains in the dedication of his statue, 
and that there must be a great deal of bloodslied, 
he took his friends, and the servants that were 
about him, and hasted to Tiberias, as wanting to 
know in what posture the aflEairs of the Jews were ; 
and manv ten thousands of the Jews met Petronius 
again, when he came to Tiberias. These thouj^t 
they Bust run a mighty hazard if they should have 
a war with the Romans, but judged that the trans- 
gression of the law was of much greater conse- 
quence, and made supplication to nira, that he 
would bv no means reduce them to such distresses, 
nor defile their city with the dedication ci the sta- 
tue. Then Petronius said to them, ** Will youthen 
make war with Gessar, without considering his great 
preparations for war, and your own weakn^ !*' 
They replied, *< We will not by any means make 
war with him ; but still we will die before we will 
see our laws transgressed." So they tburew them- 
selves down upon ^eir ilAces, and stretched out 
their throats, and said they were ready to be slain ; 
and this they did for forty days together, and in the 
meantime left off the tilling of their ground, and 
that while the season of the year required them to 
sow it.* Thus they continued firm in their reso- 
lution, and proposed to themselves to die wil- 
lingly, rather than to see the dedication of the 



4. When matters were in this state, Aristobulus, 
king Agrippa's brother, and Helcias tiie Great, and 
the other principal men of that family with them, 
went in unto Petronius, and besought him, that, 
since he saw the resolution of the multitude, he 
would not make any alteration, and thereby drive 
them to despair ; but would write to Caius, that 

•WiMiJoMphashar*, and no*. «, xcIiUm m don* bjr th« J«wb befer* 
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the Jews had an insuperable aversion to the recep- 
tion of the statue, and how they continued with 
him, and left off the tillage of their ground ; that 
they were not willing to go to war with him, be- 
cause they were not able to do it, but were ready to 
die with pleasure, rather than suffer their laws to 
be transgressed : and how, upon ihe land's continu- 
ing unsown, robberies would grow up, on the inabi- 
lity they would be under of paying their tributes ; 
and that perhaps Gains might be Uiereby moved to 
pity, and not order any barbarous action to be done 
to them, nor think of destroying the nation : that if 
he continues inflexible in his former opinion to 
bring a war upon them, he may then set about it 
himself. And thus did Aristobulus, and Uie rest 
with him, supplicate Petronius. So Petronius,f 
partly on account of the pressing instances which 
Aristobulus and the rest with him made, and be- 
cause of the great consequence of what they desired, 
and the earnestness wherewith they niade their 
supplication, — ^partly on account of the firmness of 
the opposition made by the Jews, which he saw, 
while he thought it a horrible thing for him to be 
such a slave to the madness of Gains, as to slay so 
many ten thousand men, only because of their reli- 
gious disposition towards God, and after that to pass 
his life in expectation of pumshment ; Petronius, I 
say, thought it much better to send to Gains, and 
to let him know how intolerable it was for him to 
bear the anger he might have against him for not 
serving him sooner, in obedience to his epistle, for 
that perhaps he might persuade him ; and that, if 
this mad resolution continued, he might then begin 
the war against them ; nay, Uiat in case he should 
turn his hatred against himself, it was fit for virtu- 
ous persons even to die for the sake of such vast 
multitudes of men. Accosdingly he determined to 
hearken to the petitions in this matter. 

5. He then odled the Jews together to Tiberias, 
who came many ten thousands in number ; he also 
placed that army he now had with him opposite to 
them : but did not discover his own meaning, bat 
the commands of the emperor, and told them that 
his wrath would, without delay, be executed on such 
as had the courage ^to disobey what he had com- 
manded, and this immediately ; and tluit it was fit 
for him who had received so great a dignity by his 
grant, not to contradict him m any thmg : — ^ yet 
(said he) I do not think it just to have such a regard 
to my own safety and honour, as to refuse to sacri- 
fice them for your preservation, who are so many 
in number, and endeavour to preserve the regard 
that is due to your law ; which, as it hath come 
down to you from your fore£uhers, so do you es^ 
teem it worthy of your utmost contention to preserve 
It : nor, with the supreme assistance and power of 
Gk)d, will I be so hardv as to suffer vour temple to 
fall into contempt by the means of tne imperuU au- 
thority. I will, therefore, send to Gaius, and let 
him know what your resolutions are, and will assist 
your suit as far as I am able, that you may not be 
exposed to suffer on account of the honest designs 
you have proposed to yourselves ; and may Godbe 
your assbtant, for his authority is beyond all the 
contrivances and power of men ; and may ho pro- 
cure you the preservation of your ancient laws, and 
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may not he be deprived, though without your con- 
sent, of hi« accustomed honours. But if Caius be 
irritated, and turn the violence of his rage upon 
me, I will rather undergo all that danger and that 
affliction that may come either on my 'body or my 
soul, than see so many of you perish, while you are 
acting in so excellent a manner. Do you, there- 
fore, every one of you, go your way about your own 
occupations, and fall to the cultivation of your 
ground ; I will myself send to Rome, and will not 
refuse to serve you in all things, both by myself 
and by my friends." 

6. When Petronius had said this, and had dis- 
missed the assemby of the Jews, he desired the 
principal of them to take care of their husbandry, 
and to speak kindlv to the people, and encourage 
them to have good hope of their affairs. Thus did 
he readily bring the multitude to be cheerful again. 
And now did God show his presence* to Petronius, 
and signify to him, that he would afford him his as- 
sistance in his whole design ; for he had no sooner 
finished the speech that he made to the Jews, but 
God sent down ^eat showers of rain, contrary to 
human expeetauon ; for that day was a clear day, 
and gave no sign, by the appearance of the sky, of 
any nun ; nav, the whole year had been subject to 
a great drought, and made men despair of any wa- 
tear from above, even when at any time they saw 
the heavens overcast with clouds ; insomuch, that 
when such a great quantity of rain came, and that 
in an unusual manner and without any oUier ex- 
pectation of it, the Jews hoped that Petronius would 
by no means fail in his petition for them. But as 
to Petronius, he was mightily surprised when he 
perceived that God evidently took care of the Jews, 
and gave very plain signs of his appearance,t and 
this to such a degree, that those that were in ear- 
nest much inclined to the contrary, had no power 
left to contradict it This was also among those 
other particulars which he wrote to Caius, which 
all tended to dissuade him, and by all means to dn- 
treat him not to make so many ten thousands of 
these men go distracted ; whom if he should slay 
(for without war they would by no means suffer the 
laws of their worship to be set aside) he would lose 
the revenue they paid him, and would be publicly 
cursed by them for ail future ages. Moreover, that 
God who was their governor, had shown his power 
most evidently on their account, and that such a 
power of his as left no room for doubt about it ; — 
and this was the business that Petronius was now 
engaged in. 

7* But king Agrippa, who now lived at Rome, was 
more and more in the favour of Caius ; and when 
he had once made him a supp^, and was careful to 
exceed all others, both in expenses and in such 
preparations as might contribute most to his plea- 
sure ; nay, it was so £ur from the ability of others, 
that Caius himself could never equal, much less ex- 
ceed it (such care had he taken beforehand to ex- 
ceed all men, and particuUrly to make all agreeable 
to Caraar) ; hereupon Caius admired his under- 
standing and magnificence, that he should force 
himself to do all to please him, even beyond such 

• JcMphu hn* van Um sotemn Htw TMtanMnt worda, IFOpOVaia 
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expenses as he could bear, and was desirous not to 
be behind Agrippa in that generosity which be ex- 
erted, in order to please him. So Cains, when he 
had drank wine plentifully, and was merrier than 
ordinary, and said thus durine the feast, when 
Agrippa had drank to him : — " 1 knew before now 
how great a respect thou hast had for me, and how 
great kindness thou hast shown me, though with 
those hazards to thyself,, which thou underwentest 
under Tiberius on that account ; nor hast thou 
omitted any Uiing to show thy good-will towards 
us, even beyond thy ability ; whence it would be 
a base thing for me to be conquered by thy affec- 
tion. I am therefore desirous to make lliee amends 
for every thing in which I have been formerly de- 
ficient ; for all that I have bestowed on thee, that 
may be called my gifts, b but little. Every thing 
that ma^ contribute to thy happiness shall be at 
thy service, and that cheerfully, and so far as my 
ability will reach f'X — ^and this was what Caius said 
to Agrippa, thinking he would ask for some large 
country, or the revenues of certain cities ; but, id- 
though he had prepared beforehand what he would 
ask, yet had he not discovered his intentions, but 
made this answer to Caius inmiediately, that it was 
not out of any expectation of gain that he formerly 
paid his respects to him, contnury to the commands 
of Tiberius, nor did he now do any thing relating 
to him out of regard to his own advantage, and in 
order to receive any thing from him : that the gifts 
he had already bestowed upon him were great, and 
beyond the hopes of evea a craving man ; for al- 
though they may be beneath thy power [who art 
the donor] yet are they greater than my inclination 
and dignity, who am the receiver ; — and, as Cains 
was astonished at Agrippa's inclinations, and still 
the more pressed him to make his request for 
somewhat which he might gratify him with, Agrip- 
pa replied, " Since thou, O my Lord, declarcst such 
IS thy readiness to grant, that I am worthy of thy 
gifts, I will ask nothing relating to my own felicity ; 
for what thou hast already bestowed upon me has 
made me excel therein ; but I desire somewhat 
which may mske thee glorious for piety, and render 
the Divinity assistant to thv designs, and may be 
for an honour to me among those that inquire about 
it, as showing that I never once fail of obtaining 
what I desire of thee ; for my petition is thb, that 
thou wilt no longer think of the dedication of tiiat 
statue whidi thou hast ordered to be set up in the 
Jewish temple by Petronius," 

8. And thus did Agrippa venture to east the die 
upon this occasion, so great was the affair in his 
opinion, and in reality, though he knew how dan- 
gerous a thing it was so to speak ; for, had not 
Caius approved it, it had tended to no less than the 
loss of his life. So Cains, who was mightily taken 
with Agrippa's obliging behaviour, and on other 
accounts thmking it a dishonourable thing to be 
guilty of falsehood before so many witnesses, in 
points wherein he had with such alacrity forced 
Agrippa to become a petitioner, so that it would 
look as if he had already repented of what he bad 
said, and because he greatly admired Agrippa's 
virtue, in not desiring him at all to augment his 
own dominions, either with larger revenues, or other 
authority, but took care,of the public tranquillity, 
of the laws, and of the Divinity itself, he granted 

t This b^harloor of Gain* to JkAlppa, U veiy like that of Herod Antl. 
BM, his unde, to Herodlas, Ai^pa's ebter, about John tho Bai*ii»lt 
Matt. siT. C-Il. 
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him what he requested. He also wrote thus to 
Petrottius, commending him for his assembling his 
Vrmy, and then consulting him about these affairs. 
* If therefore," said he, ** thou hast already erected 
my statue, let it stand ; but if thou hast not yet de- 
dicated it, do not trouble thyself farther about it, 
but dismiss tliv army, go back* and take care of 
those affairs which I sent thee about at first, for I 
have now no occasion for the erection of that sta- 
tue. This I have granted as a favour to Agrippa, 
a man whom I honour so very greatly, that I am 
not able to contradict what he would have, or what 
be desired mo to do for him." And this was what 
Caios wrote to Petronius, which was before he re- 
ceived his letter, informing him that the Jews were 
very ready to revolt about this statue, and that they 
seemed resolved to threaten war against the Ror 
mans, and nothing else. When therefore Caius was 
much displeased that any attempt should be made 
against his government, as he was a slave to base 
and vicious actions on all occasions, and had no re- 
gard to what was virtuous and honourable, and 
against whomsoever he resolved to show his anger, 
and that for any cause whatsoever, he suffered not 
himself to be restrained by any admonition, but 
thought the indulging his anger to be a real plea** 
sure, he wrote thus to Petronius : — ** Seeing thou 
esteemest the presents made thee by the Jews to 
be of greater value tlian my commands, and art 
grown insolent enough to be subservient to tlieir 
pleasure, I charge thee to become thy own judge, 
and to consider what thou aot to do, now thou art 
nuder my displeasure ; for I will make thee an ex- 
ample to the present and to ^11 future ages, that 
they may not dare to contradict the commands of 
their emperor." 

9. This was the epistle which Cains wrote to 
Petronius ; but Petjx>niu8 did not receive it while 
Caius was alive, that ship which carried it sailed 
so slow, tlie other letters came to Petronius before 
this, by which he understood. that Caius was dead ; 
for God would not forget the dangers Petronius had 
undertaken on account of the Jews, and of his own 
honour. But when he had taken Caius away, out 
of his indignation of what he had so insolently at- 
tempted, in assuming to himself divine worship, 
both Rome and all tliat dominion conspired with 
Petronius, especially those that were of the sena- 
torian order, to give Caius his due reward, be- 
eause he had been unmercifully severe to them ; 
for he died not lone after he had written to Petro- 
nius that epistle which threatened him with death. 
But as for the occasion of his death, and the nature 
of the plot against him, I shall relate them in tlie 
progress of this narration. Now, that epiatle which 
mformed Petronius of Caius's death came first ; 
and a little afterward came tliat which commanded 
liim to kill himself with his own hands. Where- 
upon he rejoiced at this coincidence as to the death 
of Caius, and admired God's providence, who, with- 
out the least delay, and immediately, gave him a 
reward for the regard he had to the temple, and 
th9 aasistanoe he afforded the Jews for avoiding 
tlie dangers they were in. And by this means 
Petronius escaped that danger of death which he 
oould not foreseo. 



CHAPTER IX. 

WHAT BEFELL THE JEWS THAT WERE IN BABYLON OR 
OCCASION OF A8INBUS AND ANILBUS, TWO BABIBRBN. 

§ 1. A VERT sad calamity now befell the JewB that 
were in Mesopotamia, and especially those tliat 
dwelt in Babylonia. Inferior it was to none of tha 
caUmities which htfd gone before, and came toge- 
tlier with a great slaughter of them, and that greater 
than any upon record before ; concerning all which 
I shall speak more accurately, and shall explain 
the occasions whence these miseries came upon 
tliem. There was a city of Babylonia called Neer- 
da ; not only a very populous one, but one tliat had 
a good and large territory about it ; and, beudes 
its other advantages, full of men also. It was, be- 
side, not easily to be assaulted by enemies, from 
the river Euphrates encompassing it all round, and 
from tlie walls tliat were built about it There was 
also the city NLsibis, situate on the same current of 
the river. For which reason tlie Jews, depending 
on tlie natural strength of these pUces, deposited 
in them that half shekel which every one^ by tlie 
custom of our country, offers unto God, as well 
as they did other things devoted to him ; for they 
made use of tliese cities as a treasury, whence at a 
proper time, they were transmitted to Jerusalem ; 
and many ten thousand men undertook tlie carringe 
of those donations, out of fear of the ravages of tlio 
Parthians, to whom the Babylonians were tlien sub- 
ject. Now, there were two men, Asineus and Ani- 
leus, of the city Neerda bv birth, and brethren to 
one another. They were destitute of a father ; and 
their mother put tliem to learn tlie art of weaving 
curtains, it not being esteemed a disgrace among 
them for men to be weavers of doth. Now, he 
that taught them tliat art, and was set over them, 
complained that they came too late to their work, 
and punished them with stripes ; but they took 
this just punishment as an affront, and carried off 
all the weapons which were kept at that house, 
which were not a few, and went into a certain place 
where was a partition of the rivers, and was a place 
naturally very fit for tlie feeding of cattle, and for 
preserving such fruits as were usually laid up 
against winter. The poorest sort of the young men 
also resorted to them, whom they armed with the 
weapons they liad gotten, and became tlieir captains ; 
and nothing hindered tliem from being their ieadeis 
into mischief ; for, as soon as they were become 
invincible, and had built tliem a citadel, they sent 
to such as fed cattle, and ordered them to pay 
them so much tribute out of them as might be suf- 
ficient for their maintenanoe, propoMug also that 
they would be tlieir friends, if they would submit 
to them, and that they would defend them from all 
their other enemies on every side ; but tliat they 
would kill the cattle of those that refused to obey 
tliem. So they hearkened to their proposals (for 
they oould do nothing else) and sent tliem as many 
sheep as were required of them ; whereby their 
forces grew greater, and they became lords over all 
they pleased, because thoy marched suddenly and 
did them mischief, insomuch that every body who 
hail to do with them chose to pay them respect ; 
and they became formidable to such as came to as- 
sault them, till the report about them cbbm to the 
ears of the king of Parthia himself. 
^. But when the governor of Babylonia onder- 
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stood this, and had a mind to put a stop to them 
before thejr grew greater, and before greater niia- 
chie£B should arise from Uiem, he got together as 
great an army as he could, both of Parthiausr and 
Babylonians, and mardied agaiust them, tiiinkiug 
to attack tliem and destroy them before any one 
■honJd carry them the news tliat he had got an ar- 
my togetlier. Ue then encamped at a Jake^ and 
lay BtiU ; but on tlie next day (it was the Sjibbath, 
which is among tlie Jews a day of rest from all 
sorts of work) he supposed that the enemy would 
not dare to fight him thereon, but that he would 
t«ke them and carry them away prisoners^ without 
fighting. Ue therefore proceeded gradually, and 
thought to fall upon them on tlie sudden. Now 
Asineus was sitting with the rest, and their wea- 
iwns Uy by them ; upon which he said, ** Sirs, 1 
hear a neighing of horses ; not of such as are feed- 
ings but such as have men on their backs ; I alt>o 
bear such a noise of their bridles, that I am afraid 
that some enemies are coming upon us to encom- 
pass us round. However, let somebody go to look 
about, and make* report of what reality Siere is in 
the present state of things : and may what I have 
■aid prove a false alarm \" And when he had said 
this, some of them went out to spy out what was 
the matter ; and they came again immediately, and 
said to him, tliat ^ neither hast tliou been mistaken 
in telling us what our enemies were doing, nor will 
those enemies permit us to be injurious to people 
any longer. We are caught by their intrigues like 
brute beasts, and tliere is a largo body of cavalry 
marchins upon us, while we are destitute of hands 
to defend ourselves withal, because wo are restaiued 
from doing it by the prohibition of our law, which 
obliges us to rest [ou this day]." But Asmeus did 
Dot by any means agree with the opinion of his spy 
as to what was to be done, but thought it more 
agreeable to the law to pluck up their spuits in 
tbis ueoeasity tliey were fallen into, and break tlieur 
Uw by avenging themselves, although th«>y should 
die iu the action, than by doing nothing to please 
their enemies in submitting to be slain by tliem. 
Acoordingiy he took up his weapons, and infused 
courage into thoeo tliat were witli him, to act aa 
eoursgeoosly aa himself. So they fell upon tlieir 
enemies, and alew a great many of them, because 
they despised them, and came as to a certain vio- 
tory, ami put the rest to flight 

8. But when the news of tbis fight came to the 
king of Parthia, he was surprised at the boldness 
of these brethren, and was desirous to see them, 
and speak with them. Ue therefore sent the most 
tmsty of all his guards to say thus to them : — 
^ That king Artabanus, although he had been un- 
justly treated by you, who have made an attempt 
against bis government, yet hath he more regard 
to your courageous behaviour than to the anger he 
bears to yon, and hath sent me to give you his 
right handf and security ; and he pennits you to 
some to him safely, and without any violence upon 
the road, and he wants to have you address your- 
selves to him as friends, without meaning any guile 
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or deceit to you. He also promises to make you 
presents, and to pay you those respects which will 
. make an addition of his power to your courage, and 
thereby be of advantage to you." Yet did Asineus 
himself put off his journey tliither, but sent his 
brotlier Anileus with all such presents as he could 
procure. So he went, and was admitted to Ui^ 
king's presence ; and when Artabanus saw Anileus 
coming alone, he inquired into the i-eason why Asi- 
neus avoided to come along with him ; and when 
he understood that he was afraid, and staid by the 
hike, he took an oath, by the gods of his country, 
that he would do them no harm, if tliey came to 
him upon the assurances he gave them, and gave 
tliem his right hand4 This is of the greatest u>roe 
there with all these barbarians, and affords a firm 
security to tliose who converse with them ; for none 
of lliem will deceive you when once they have given 
you their right hands, nor wilfany one doubt theur 
fidelity, when that is once given, even though they 
were before suspected of injustice. When Artaba- 
nus had done this, he sent away Anileus to persuade 
his brother, to come to him. Now this the king 
did, because he wanted to curb his own governors 
of provinces by .the courage of tliese Jewitth breth- 
ren, lest tliey should make a league witli them ; for 
they were ready for a revolt, and were disposed to 
rebel, had they been sent on an expedition against 
them, lie was also afraid, lest when he was en- 
gaged in a war, in order to subdue those governors 
ot provmces that had revolted, the party of Asineus 
and those in Babylonia should be augmented, and 
eitlier make war upon him when they should hear 
of that revolt, or, if they should be disappointed ia 
tliat case, they would not fail of doing &rther mis- 
chief to him* 

4. When the king had these intentions, he sent 
away Auileua ; and Anileus prevailed on his bro- 
tlier [to come to the king], when he had reUted to 
him the king's good-will, and the oath that he had 
taken. Accordingly they made Iiaste to go to Ar- 
tabanus, who received them, when they were come 
with pleasure, and admired Asineus's courage ia 
the actions he had done, and this because he was a 
little man to see to, and at first appeared contempt 
ible also, ai|d such as one might deem a person of 
no value at alL Ue also said to his friends, how, 
upon the comparison, he showed his soul to be, in 
aU respects, superior to his body ; and when, as 
they were drinking together, he once showed Asineus 
to Abdagases, one of the generals of his army, and 
told him his name, and described the great courage 
he was of in war, and Abdagases had desired leave 
to kill him, and thereby to inflict upon him a pu- 
nishment for those injuries he had done to the Par- 
thian government, the king replied, ** I will never 
give thee leave to kill a man who hath depended on 
my faith, especially not after 1 have sent him my 
right hand, and endeavoured to gain his belief bj 
oaths made by Uie gods. But, if thou beest a truly 
warlike man, thou standest not in need of my per- 
jury. Go tliou then, and avenge the ParthUn go- 
vernment ; attack this man, when he is returned 
baok, and conquer liim by the foroes that are under 
thy command, without my privity." Uereupon the ' 
king called for Asineus, and said to him, ** It is time 
for thee, O thou young man I to return home, and 
not provoke the indignation of my generals in this 
place any further, lest they attempt to murder thee, 
and that without my approbation. 1 commit to thee 

1 I Sae tba abova nota. 
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the ooontry of Babylonia in trust, that it may, by 
thy care, be preserved free from robbers, and from 
other misehielsw I have kept my faith inviolable to 
thee, and that not in trifling affairs, but in those 
that conoemed thv safety, and do therefore deserve 
thou ahouldst be kind to me." When he liad said 
this, and given Asinens some presents, he sent him 
away immediately ; who, when he was come home, 
bnilt fortresses, and became great in a little Ume, 
and managed things with snch courage and success, 
as no other person, that had no higher a beginning, 
ever did before him. Those Parthian governors 
also, who were sent that way, paid him great re- 
speet ; and the honour that was paid him by the 
Babylonians seemed to them too small, and beneath 
hia deserts, although he were in no small dignity 
and power there : nay, indeed, all the affairs of 
Mesopotamia depended upon him ; and he more 
and more flourisned in this happy condition of his 
for fifteen years. 

5. But as their tJbm were in so flourishing a 
state, there sprang up a calamity among them on 
the following ooeasion. When once they had de- 
viated from that course of virtue whereby they had 
gained so great power, they affronted and trans- 
gressed the laws of their forefathers, and fell under 
the dominion of their lusts and pleasures. A cer- 
tain Parthian, who came as general of an army into 
these parts, had a wife following him, who had a 
vast reputation for other acoompushments, and par- 
ttcttlarly was admired above all other women for 
her beauty. Anileus, the brother of Asineus, ei- 
ther heard of that her beauty from others, or per- 
haps saw her himself also, and so became at once 
her lover and her enemy ; partly because he could 
not hope to enjoy this woman but by obtaining 
power over her as a captive, and partly because he 
thought he oould not conquer his indinations for 
her. As soon, therefore, as her husband had been 
deohured an enemy to Uiem, and was fallen in the 
battle, the widow of the deceased was married to 
this her lover. However, this woman did not eome 
into their house, without producing great misfor- 
tunes, both to Anileus himself, and to Asineus 
also ; but brought great misohiefs on them on the 
occasion following. Since she was led away cap- 
tive, on the death of her husband, she concealed 
the images of those gods which were their country 
^^ods, common to her husband and to herself : now 
It is the custom* of that country for all to have the 
idols they worship in their own houses, and to carry 
them along with them when they go into a foreign 
land ; agreeably to which custom of theirs she car- 
ried her idols with her. Now, at first, she per- 
formed her worship to them privately, but when 
the was become Anileus's married wife, she wor- 
shipped them in her accustomed manner, and with 
the same appointed ceremonies which she used in 
her former husband'a days ; upon whieh their most 
esteemed friends blamed him at first, that he did 
not act i^ter the manner of the Hebrews, nor per- 
form what was agreeable to their laws, in marry- 
ing a foreign wife, and one that transgressed the 
accurate appointments of their saerifioes and reli- 
gious ceremonies ; that he ought to consider, lest 
by allowing himself in nuuiy pleasures of the body, 

» This eortom of Um IfMopotinteBS to earnr Uwlr hooMhold'flfodt 
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he might lose his principality, on account of the 
beauty of a wife, and that high authority which, by 
6od*s blessing, he had arriv^ at. But when they 
prevailed not at all upon him, he slew one of them 
for whom he had the greatest respect, because of 
the liberty he took with him ; who, when he was 
dying, out of regard to the laws, imprecated a 
puniuiment upon his murderer Anileus, and npon 
Asineus also, and that all theur companions might 
come^to a like end from their enemies ; upon the 
two first as the principal actors of this wickedness, 
and upon the rest as those that would not assist 
him when he suffered in the defence of their laws^ 
Now these Utter were sorely grieved, yet did tiiey 
tolerate these doings, because they remembered 
tliat they had arriv^ at their present happy state 
by no oUier means than their fortitude. But when 
they also heard of Uie worship of those gods whom 
the Parthians adore, they thought the injury that 
Anileus offered to Uieir laws was to be borne no 
longer ; and a greater number of them came to 
Asineus, and loudly complained of Anileus, and 
told him, that it had been well that he had of him- ' 
self seen what was advantageous to them ; bol that 
however, it was now high time to correct what 
had been done amiss, before the crime that had 
been committed proved the ruin of himself and all 
the rest of them. They added, that the marriage 
of this woman was made without their consent, and 
without a regard to their old Uws ; and that the 
worship which this woman paid [to her gods] was 
a reproach to the God whom they worshipped. Now 
Asineus was sensible of his brother's offence, that 
it had been already the cause of great mischiefs, 
and would be so for the time to come ; yet did he 
tolerate the same from the good-will he had to so 
near a relation, and forgiving it to him, on account 
that his brother was quite overborne by his wicked 
inclinations. But as more and more still came 
about him every day, and the chunours about it 
became greater, he at length spake to Anileus about 
these chunours, reproving him for his former ac- 
tions, and desiring htm for the future to leave tliem 
off, and send the woman back to her rehitions. But 
nothing was ^ned by these reproofs ; for, as the 
woman perceived what a tumult was made among 
the people on her account, and was afraid for Ani- 
leus, lest he should come to any harm for his love 
to her, she infused poison into Asineus's food, and 
thereby took him off, and was now secore of pre- 
vailing, when her lover was to be judge of what 
should be done about her. 

6. So Anileus took the government npon himseli 
alone, and led his army against the villages of Mi- 
thridates, who was a man of principal authority in 
Parthia, and had married king Artabanus's daugh- 
ter ; he also plundered them, and among that prey 
was found much money, and many slaves, as also 
a great number of sheep, and many other things, 
which, when gained, make men's condition happy. 
Now, when Mithridates, who was thereat this time, 
heard that his villages were taken, he wsb very 
much displeased to find that Anileus had ihrst be- 
gun to injure him, and to affront him in his present 
dignity, when he had not offered any injury to him 
beforehand : and he got together the greatest body 
of horsemen he was able, and those out of that 
n umber which were of an age fit for war, and came 
to fight Anileus : and when he was arrived at a 
certain village of his own, he Uy still there, as in- 
tending to fight him on the day following, because 
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H was the Sabbath, the day on which the Jews 
rest. And when Anileus was informed of this, by 
a Syrian stranger of another Tillage, who not only 
gave him an exact account of other circumstances, 
bat told him where Mithridates would have a feast, 
ho look his sapper at a proper time, and marched 
by night, with an intent of falling upon the Partht- 
ana while they were unapprised what they should 
do ; so he fell upon them about the fourth watch of 
the night ; and some of them he slew while they 
were asleep, and others he put to flight, and took 
Mithridates alive, and set him naked upon an ass,* 
which, among the Parthians, is esteemed the great- 
est reproach possible. And when he had brought 
him into a wood with such a resolution, and his 
friends desired him to kill Mithridates, he soon told 
them his own mind to the contrary, and said, that 
it was not right to kill a man who was of one of the 
principal &milies among the Parthians, and greatly 
honoured with matchin|r ioto the royal family ; 
tliat so iar as they had hitherto gone was tolerable, 
for although they had injured Mithridates, yet, if 
they preserved his life, this benefit would be re- 
membered by him to the advantage of those that 
gave it him ; but that if he were once put to death, 
the king would>not be at rest till he had made a 
great slaughter of the Jews that dwelt at Babylon ; 
** to whose safety we ought to have a regard, both 
on account of our relation to them, and because, if 
any mislbrtaae befall us, we have no place to retire 
to, since he hath gotten the flower of their youth 
under him." By this thought, and this speech of 
his made in council, he persuaded them to act ac- 
cordingly ; so Mithridates was let go. But, when 
he was got away, his wife reproached him, that al- 
though he was son-in-law to the king, he neglected 
to avenge himself on those that had injured him, 
while he took no care about it, but was contented 
to have been made a captive by the Jews, and to 
have escaped them ; and she bade him either to go 
back like a man of courage, or else she sware by 
the gods of their royal family, tliat she would cer- 
tainly dissolve her marriage with him. Upon 
which, partly because he coi3d not bear the daily 
troable of her taunts, and partly because he was 
afraid of her insolence, lest she should in earnest 
dissolve their marriage, he unwillingly, and against 
his inclinations, got together again as great an army 
as he could, and marched along with them, as him- 
self thinking it a thing not to be borne any longer, 
that he, a Parthian, should owe his preservation to 
the Jews, when they had been too hard for him in 
the war. 

7. But as soon as Anileus understood that Mith- 
ridates was marching with a great army against 
hhn, he thought it too ignominious a thing to 
tany aboat the lakes, and not to take the first op« 
portamty of meeting his enemies, and be hoped to 
hare the same success, and to beat their enemies 
as they did before ; as also he rentured boldly upon 
the like attempts. Accordingly he led out his army ; 
and a great many more joined themselves to that 
army, in order to betake themselves to plunder the 
people, and in order to terrify the enemy again, by 
their numbers. Bat when they had marched ninety 
loxiongs, while the road had been through dry [and 
sandy] places, and about the midst of the day, they 
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were become very thirsty : and Mithridates ap. 
peared, and fell upon them as they were in distress 
for want of water, on which account, and on ac- 
count of the time of the day, they were not able to 
bear their weapons. So Anileus and his men were 
put to an ignominious rout, while men in despair 
were to attack those that were fresh, and in good 
plight ; so a great slaughter was made, and many 
ten thousand men fell. Now Anileus, and all tliat 
stood firm about him, ran away, as fast as they were 
able, into a wood, and afforded Mithridates the 
pleasure of having gained a great victory over 
them. But there now came in to Anileus, a con- 
flux of bad men, who regarded their lives very 
little, if they might but gain some present ease, 
insomuch that they, by thus coming to him, com- 
pensated the multitude of those that perished in 
the fight. Yet were not these men like those that 
fell, because they were rash, and unexercised in 
war : however, with these he came upon the vil- 
lages of the Babylonians, and a mighty devastation 
of all things was made there by the injuries that 
Anileus did them. So tlie Babylonians, and those 
that had already been in the war, sent to Neerda 
to the Jews there, and demanded Anileus. But, 
although they did not agree to their demands (for 
if tliey had been willing to deliver him up, it was 
not in their power so to do^ ; yet did they desire to 
make peace with them. To which the other re- 
plied, that they also wanted to settle conditions of 
peace with them, and sent men, together with the 
jBabylonians, who discoursed with Anileus about ^ 
them. But the Babylonians, upon taking a view 
of his situation, and having learned where Anileus 
and his men lay, fell secretly upon them as they 
were drunk and fallen asleep, and slew all that they 
caught of them, without any fear, and killed Am- 
icus himself also. 

8. The Babylonians were now freed from Ani- 
leus's heavy incursions, which had been a great re- 
straint to the effects of that hatred they bore to the 
Jews : for they were almost always at variance, by 
reason of the contrariety of their laws ; and which 
party soever grew boldest before the other, they 
assaulted the other : and at this time in particular 
it was, that upon the ruin of Anileus's party, the 
Babylonians attacked the Jews, which made those 
Jews so vehemently to resent the injuries they re- 
ceived from the Babylonians, that, being neither 
able to fight them, nor bearing to live with them, 
they went to Seleucia, the principal city of those 
parts, which was built by Seleucus Nicator. Jt 
was inhabited by many of the Macedonians, but by 
more of the Grecians ; not a few of the Syrians 
also dwelt there ; and thither did the Jews fly, and 
lived there five years, without any misfortunes. 
But, on the sixth year, a pestilence came upon 
these at Babylon, which occasioned new removals 
of men's habitations out of that city ; and because 
they came to Seleucia, it happened that a still hea- 
vier calamity came upon them on that account, — 
which I am going to relate immediately. 

9. Now the way of living of the people of Se- 
leucia, who were Greeks and Syrians, was commonly 
quarrelsome, and full of discords, though the Greeks 
were too hard for the Syrians. When, therefore, 
the Jews were come thither, and dwelt among them, 
there arose a sedition ; and the Syrians were too 
hard for the other, by the assistance of the Jews, 
who are men that despise dangers, and very ready 
to fight upon any occasion. Now, when the Greeks 
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had the wont in this sedition, and saw that they 
had but one way of reoovering their former author- 
ity, and that was, if they could prevent tlie agree- 
ment between the Jews and Syrians, they every one 
discoursed with stich of the Syrians as were for- 
merly their acquaintance, and promised they would 
be at peace and friendship with them. Accordingly^ 
they gladly agreed so to do ; and when this was done 
by the principid men of both nations, they soon 
agreed to a reconciliation ; and when they were so 
agreed, they botli knew that the great design of such 
their union, would be their common hatred to the 
Jews. Accordingly they fell upon them, and slew 
about fifty thousand of them ; nay, the Jews were 
all destroyed, exceptmg a few who escaped, either 
by Uie compassion which their friends or neigh- 
bours afforded them in order to let them fly away. 



These retired to Ctesiphon, a Grecian city, and 
situated near to Seleucia, where the king [of Par- 
tliia] lives in winter every year, and whero the 

Sreatest part of his riohes are deposited ; but the 
ews had here no certain settlement, those of Se- 
leucia having little eoucem for the king's honour. 
Now the whole nation of the Jews were in fear both 
of the Babylonians and of the Seleueians, beoaiise 
all tlie Syrians that live in those' places agreed with 
the Seleueians in the war against the Jews ; so the 
most of them gathered tiiemselves together, and 
went to Neerda and Nisibis, jmd obtained security 
tliere by the strength of those cities ; besides which, 
their inhabitants, who were a great many, were ail 
warlike men. And this was Uie state of the Jews 
at this time in Babylonia. 



BOOK XIX. 

CONTAINING THB INTSRVAL OF THREE TEAJRS AND A HAI.F. 

PROM THB JEWS' DEPARTURE OUT OF BABYLON TO PADUS THE ROMAN 

?ROCURATOR. 



CHAPTER I. 

HOW CAII79 * WAS SLAIN BT CHBREA. 

{ 1. Now this CSains f did not demonstrate his 
madness in offering injuties only to the Jews at Je- 
rusalem, or to thoM that dwelt in the neighbour- 
hood, but suffered it to extend itself through all the 
earth and sea, so far as was in subjection to the 
Romans, and filled it with ten thousand mischiefs ; 
so many indeed in number as no former history 
rehites. But Rome itself felt the most dismal ef- 
fects of what he did, while he deemed that not to be 
any way more honouable than the rest of the cities ; 
but he pulled and hauled its other citizens, but es- 
pecially the senate, and {particularly the nobility, 
and such as had been dignified by illustrious ances- 
tors ; he also had ten thousand devices against 
such of the equestrian order, as it was siyled, who 
were esteemed by the citizens equal in dignity and 
wealth with the senators, because out of them the 
senators were themselves chosen ; these he treated 
after an ignominious manner, and removed them 
out of lus way while they were at once slain, and 
their wealth plundered ; because he slew men ge- 
nerally, in order t'> seize on their riches. He also 
asserted his own d.vinity, and insisted on greater 
honours to be paid him by his subjects tlian are<iue 
to nnauktiid. He also frequented that temple of 
Jupiier which they style the Capitol, which is with 
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them the most holy of alt temples, and had bold- 
ness enough to call himself tlie brother of Jupiter. 
And other, pranks he did like a madman ; as when 
he laid a bridge from tlie city Dioearchia, which 
belongs to Campania, to Misenum, another city upon 
Uie sea-side, from one promontory to another, of 
the length of tliirty furlongs, as measured over the 
sea. And this was done, because he esteemed it to 
be a most tedious thing to row over in a small ship, 
and thought withal tliat it became him to make 
that bridge, as he was lord of the sea, and might 
oblige it to give marks of obedience as well as (lie 
earth ; so he enclosed the whole bay within his 
bridge, and drove his chariot over it ; and thought, 
tliat as he was a god, it was fit fur him to travel 
over such roads as this was. Nor did he abstain 
from tlie plunder of any of the Gi*ecian temples, 
and gave order that all the engravings and sculp- 
tures, and the rest of the ornaments of the statues 
and donations tlierein dedicated, should be brought 
to him, saying, tliat the best things ought to be set 
nowhere but in the best place, and that the city of 
Rome was the best place. He also adorned his own 
house and his gardens with the curiosities brought 
from tliose temples, together with the houses he lay 
at when he travelled all over Italy ; whence he did 
not scruple to give a command, that the statue of 
Jupiter Qlympius, so called because he was hon- 
oured at the Olympian games by the Greeks, which 
was the work of Phidias the Atlienian, should be 
brought to Rome. Yet did not he compass his end, 
because the architect told Memmius Regulus, who 
was comnuinded to remove the statue of Jupiter, 
that tlie workmanship was such as would be spoiled, 
and would not bear the removal. It was also re- 
ported that Memmius, both on that account, and on 
account of some such mighty prodigies as are of 
I an incredible nature, put off the takmg it dow%aDd 
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wrote to Gains those aoeoante, as his apology for 
not haying done what his epbtle required of him ; 
and that when he was thence in danger of perishing, 
he was saved by Cains being dead himself, before 
he had pat him to death. 

2. Nay, Caius's madness came to this height, 
that when he had a daughter bom, he carried her 
into the capitol, and put her upon the knees of the 
statue, and said Uiat the child was common to him 
and to Jupiter, and determined that she had two 
fathers, — but which of these fathers were the great- 
est, he left undetermined ; and yet mankind bore 
him in such his pranks. He also gave leave 
to slaves to accuse their masters of any crimes 
whatsoever they pleased ; for all such accusations 
were terrible, because they were in great part made 
to pleaae him, and at his suggestion, insomuch that 
Pollux, Claudius's slave, had the boldness to Uy an 
accusation against Claudius himself ; and Cains was 
not ashamed to be present at his trial of life and 
death, to hear the trial of his own uncle, in hopes of 
being able to take him off, although he did not sue- 
eeed to his mind : but when he had filled the whole 
habitable world which he governed, with false ac- 
cusations and miseries, and had occasioned the 
greatest insults of slaves against their masters, 
who indeed, in a great measure, ruled them, there 
were many secret plots'now laid against him ; some 
in anger, and in order for men to revenge them- 
selves, on account of the miseries they had already 
undergone from hun ; and others made attempts 
upon him, in order to take him off before they should 
fall into such great miseries, while his death came 
very fortunately for tlie preservation of the laws 
of all men, and had a great influence upon the 

Jrablio welfare ; and this happened most happily 
or our nation in particular, which had almost ut- 
terly perished if he had not been suddenly sUin ; 
and I confess I have a mind to give a full account 
of this matter particukrly, because it will afford 
great assurance of the power of God, and great 
comfort to those that are under affliction, and wise 
caution to those who think their happiness will never 
end, nor bring them at length to the most lasting 
miseries, if they do not conduct their lives by the 
principles of virtue. 

3. Now there were three several conspiracies 
made, in order to take off Cains, and each of these 
three were conducted by excellent persons. Emi- 
lias Regulus, born at Cordnba in Spain, got some 
men together, and was desirous to take Cains off, 
either by them or by himself. Anotlier conspiracy 
there was laid by them, under the conduct of Cho- 
rea Cassius, the tribune [of the pretorian band] ; 
Minueianua Annius was also one of great conse- 
quence among tliose that were prepared to op< 
pose his tyranny. Now the several occasions 
of these men's several hatred and conspiracy against 
CaiOs were these : — Regulus had indignation and 
hatred against all injustice, for he had a mind na- 
turally angry, and bold, and free, which made him 
not conceal his counsels ; so he communicated them 
to many of his friends, and to others who seemed to 
- him persons of activity and vigour ; Minueianua 
entered into this conspiracy, because of the injustice 
done to Juepidus his particular friend, and one of 
the best character of all the citizens, whom Cains 
bad sUin, as also because he was afraid of himself, 
linee Caius's wrath tended to the sUughter of all 
aHke : and for Cherea, lie eamein, because he 
thought it a doed worthy of a treB ingenuous man 



to kill Cains, and was ashamed of the reproaehea 
he lay under from Cains, as though he were a cow- 
ard ; as also because he was himself in danger 
every day from his friendship with him, and the 
observance he paid him. These men proposed this 
attempt to all the rest that were concerned, who 
saw the injuries that were offered them, and were 
desirous that Caius's slaughter might succeed by 
their mutual assistance of one another, Uiat they 
might themselves escape being killed by the taking 
off Cains; that perhaps they sliould gain their 
point, and that it would he a happy thing if they 
should gain it, to approve themselves to so many 
excellent persons as earnestly wished to be partak- 
ers with them in tlieir design, for the delivery of 
the city and of the government, even at the hazard 
of their own lives ; but still Cherea was the most 
zealous of them all, both out of a desire of getting 
himself the greatest name, and also by reason of 
his access to Caius's presence with less danger, be- 
cause he was tribune, and could therefore the more 
easily kill him. 

4. Now, at this time came on the horse-races 
[Circensian games] ; the view of which games was 
eagerly desired by the people of Rome, for they 
come with great alacrity into the hippodrome [cir- 
cus] at such times, and petition tlieir emperors, m 
great multitudes, for what they stand in need of; 
who usually did not think fit to deny them their re- 
quests, but readily and gratefully granted them. 
Accordingly they most importunately desired that 
Cains would now ease them in their tributes, and 
abate somewhat of the rigoar of the taxes imposed 
upon them ; but he would not hear their petition ; 
and, when their clamours increased, he sent sol- 
diers, some one way and some another, and gave 
order that they should lay hold on those that made 
the damours, and without any more ado, bring 
them out and put them to death. These were Cai- 
us's commands, and those who were commanded 
executed the same ; and the number of those who 
were slain on this occasion was very great Now 
the people saw tliis, and bore it so far, that they 
left off clamouring, because they saw with their 
own eyes, that this petition to be relieved, as to the 
payment of their money, brought immediate death 
upon them. These things made Cherea more re- 
solute to go on with his plot, in order to pat an end 
to this barbarity of Cains against men. He then, 
at several times, thought to fall upon Cains as he 
was feasting, yet did he restrain himself by some 
considerations ; not that he had any doubt on him 
about killing him, but as watching for a proper sea- 
son, that the attempt might not be frustrated, but 
that he might give the bk>w so as might certainly 
gain his pui'pose. 

5. Cherea had been in the army a long time time, 
yet was he not pleased with conversing so much 
with Cains : but Cains had set him to require the 
tributes, and other dues, which, when not paid in 
due time, were forfeited to Caesar's treasury ; and 
he had made some delays in requiring them, be- 
cause those burdens had been doubl^ ; and had 
rather indulged his own mild disposition than per* 
formed Caius's command ; nay, indeed, he provok- 
ed Cains to anger by his sparing men, and pitying 
the hard fortunes of those from whom he demand* 
ed the taxes ; and Cains upbraided him with his 
sloth and effeminacy in being so long about collect- 
ing the taxes ; and indeed he did not only affront 
him in other respects, but when he gave him ihe 
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wateb-word of the day, to whom it waa to be given 
by hiB phice, he gave him feminine words, and 
those of a nature rery rephMtchful ; and these watch- 
words he gave out, as having been initiated in the 
secrets of certain mysteries, which he had been 
himself the author of. Now, although he had some- 
times put on woman's clothes, and nad been wrapt 
in some embroidered garments to them belonging, 
and done a great many other things in order to 
make the company mistake him for a woman ; yet 
did he, by way of reproach, object the like woman- 
ish behaviour to Cherea. But when Cherea re- 
ceived the watch-word from him, he had indigna- 
tion at it, but had greater indignation at the deli- 
very of it to others, as being laughed at by those 
that received it ; insomuch Uiat Iub fellow -tribunes 
made him the subject of their drollery ; for they 
would foretel that he would bring them some of 
his usual watch-words when he was about to take 
the watch-word from CiBsar, and would thereby 
make him ridiculous ; on which account he took 
the courage of assuming certain partners to him, as 
having just reasons for his indignation against Cai- 
ns. Now there was one Pompedtus, a senator, and 
one who had gone through aJmost all posts in the 
government, but otherwise an Epicurean, and for 
that reason loved to lead an inactive Ufe. Now 1^- 
midlus, an enemy of his, had informed Cains that 
he had used indecent reproaches against him, and 
he made use of Quintilia for a witness to them ; a 
woman she was much beloved by many that fre- 
quented the theatre, and particularly by Pompedi- 
us, on account of her ^reat beauty. Now this wo- 
man thought it a horrible thing to attest to an ac- 
cusation that touched the life of her lover, which 
was also a lie. Timidius, however, wanted to have 
her brought to the torture. Caius was irritated at 
this reproach upon him, and commanded Cherea, 
without any delay, to torture Quintilia, as he used 
to employ Cherea in such bloody matters, and 
those tbat required the torture, because he thought 
he would do it the more barbarously, in order to 
avoid that imputation of effeminacy which he had 
laid upon him. But Quintilia, when she was 
brought to the rack, trod upon the foot of one of 
her associates, and let him know that he might be 
of good courage, and not be afraid of the conse- 

auence of her tortures, for that she would bear 
lem with magnanimity. Cherea tortured this wo- 
man after a cruel manner ; unwillingly indeed, but 
because he could not help it He then brought her, 
without being the least moved at what she had suf- 
fered, into the presence of Gains, and that in such 
a state as was sad to behold ; and Caius, being 
somewhat effected with the sight of Qttmtilia,who 
had Jier body miserably disordered by the pains 
she had undergone, freed both her and Pompedius 
of the crime hud to their charge. He also gave 
her money to mukc her an honourable amends, and 
eomfbrt ner for Uiut maiming of her body which 
she had suffered, and for her glorious patience un- 
der such uusufferable torments. 

6. This matter sorely grieved Cherea, as having 
been the cause, as tor as he could, or the instru- 
ment, of those miseries to men, which seemed wor- 
thy of oonsohition to Gains himself ; on which ac- 
count he said to Clement and to Papinius f of whom 
Clement was general of the army, and Papmius was 
a tribune) : ** To be sure, O Clement, we have no 
way failed in our guarding the emperor ; for as to 
those that have made conspiracies against his go- 



vernment, some have been slain by our care and 
pains, and some have been by us tortured, and this 
to such a decree, that he hath himself pitied them. 
How great then is our virtue in submitting to eon- 
duct his armies !" Clement held his peace, but 
showed the shame he was under in obeying Caius'a 
orders, both by his eyes and his blushing counten- 
ance, while he thought it by no means right to ac- 
cuse the emperor in express words, lest their own 
safety should be endangered thereby. Upon which 
Cherea took courage, and spake to him vnthoutfear 
of the dangers that were before him, and discours- 
ed largely of the sore calamities under which the 
city and the government then laboured, and said, 
*< We may indeed pretend in words, that Caius is 
the person unto wnom the cause of such miseries 
ought to be imputed ; but, in the opinion of such 
as are able to judge uprightly, it is I, Clement I 
and this Papinius, and before us thou thyself, who 
briuK these tortures upon the Romans, and upon all 
mankind. It is not done by our being subservient 
to the commands of Caius, but it is done by our 
own consent ; for whereas it is in our power to put 
an end to the life of this man, who hath so terribly 
injured the citazens and his subjects, we are his 
guard in mischief and his executioners, instead of 
bis soldiers, and are the instruments of Iris 
cruelty. We bear these weapons, not for our 
liberty, not for the Roman government, but only 
for his preservation, who hath enslaved both 
their bodies and their minds ; and we are every 
day polluted with the blood that we shed, and the 
torments we inflict upon others ; and ibis we dT>, 
till somebody becomes Caius's instrument in bring- 
ing the like miseries upon ourselves. Nor does he 
tlius employ us, because he hath a kindness for 
us, but rather because he hath a suspicion of us, 
as also because, when abundance more have been 
killed (for Caius will set no bounds to bis wrath, 
since he aims to do all not out of regard to justice, 
but to his own pleasure), we shall also ourselves be 
exposed to his cruelty ; whereas we ought to be 
the means of confirming the security and liberty ot 
all, and at the same time to resolve to free ourselves 
from dangers." 

7. Hereupon Clement openly commended Cho- 
rea's intentions, but bade him hold his tongue ; for 
that in case his words should get out among many, 
and such things should be spread abroad as were 
fit to be concealed, the plot would come to be dis- 
covered before it was executed, and thev should be 
brought to punishment ; but that they should leave 
all to futurity, and the hope which thence arose, 
that some fortunate event would come to their as- 
sistance : that, as for himself, his a^ would not 
permit him to make any attempt m that case. 
** However, although perhaps I could not suggest 
what may be safer than what thou, Cherea, hast 
contrived and said, yet how is it possible for any one 
to suggest what is more for thy reputation V So 
Clement went his way home, with deep reflections 
on what he had heard, and what he had himself 
said. Cherea also was under a concern, and wei^t 
quickly to Cornelius Sabinus, who was himself one 
of the tribunes, and whom he otherwise knew to be 
a worthy man, and a lover of liberty, and on tbat 
account very uneasy at the present management of 
public affairs, he being desirous to come immedi" 
ately to the execution of what had been determined, 
and thinking it right for him to propose it to the 
other, and afi-aid lest Clement should discover them. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



CHAP. I.. 



ANTIQUITIES OP THE JEWS. 



418 



»nd besides lookiDg apon delays and pnttiiigs-off to 
be the next to desisting firom the enterprise. 

8. Bat as all was agreeable to Sabinosy who had 
himself, equally with Cherea, the same design, but 
had been silent for want of a person to whom he 
oouid safely oommonicate that design ; so having 
now met with one, who not only promised to con- 
ceal what he heard, but who haa ahready opened 
his mind to him, he was maoh more encouraged, 
and desired of Cherea that no delay mieht be nuule 
therein. Accordingly they went to Slinueianns, 
who was as Tirtnoos a man, and as zealoos to do 
glorioas actions as themselves, and suspected by 
Caius on occasion of the slaughter of Lepidus ; for 
Minucianus and Lepidus were intimate friends, and 
both in fear of the dangers that they were under ; for 
Cains was terrible to all the great men, as appear- 
ing ready to act a mad part towards each of them 
in partioalar, and towa^ all of them in general ; 
and these men were idraid of one another, while 
they were yet uneasy at the posture of affairs, but 
avoided to declare their mmd and their hatred 
against Caius to one another, out of fear of the dan- 
gers they might be in thereby, although they per- 
ceived by other means their mutual hatred against 
Caius, and on that account were not averse to a 
mutual kindness one towards another. 

9. When Minudanus and Cherea had met toge- 
ther, and saluted one another (as they had been 
used in formerconverBaCions to give the upper hand 
to Minacianus, both on account of his eminent dig- 
nity, fur he was the noblest of all the dtizens, and 
highly commended by all men, especially when he 
made speeches to them), Minucianus began first, 
and asked Cherea, What was the watch-word he 
had received that day from Caius I for the affront 
which was offered Cherea m giving the watch-word 
was famous over the. city. But Cherea made no 
deUy so long as to repljr to that question, out of 
the Joy he had that Mmucianus would have such 
confidence in him as to discourse with him. ^ But 
do thou," said he, '* give me Uie watch-word of li- 
berty. And I return thee my thanks, tiiat thou 
hast so greatly encouraged me to exert myself after 
an extraordinary numner ; nor do I stand in need 
of many words to encourage me, smoe bo^ thou 
and I are of the same mind, and partakers of the 
same resolutions, and this before we have conferred 
ti^ther. I have indeed but one sword girt on, 
but this one will serve us both. Come on, there- 
fore, let us set about the work. Do thou go first, 
if thou hast a mind, and bid me follow thee ; or 
else I will go first, and thou shalt assist me, and wo 
will assist one another and trust one another. Nor 
is there a necessity for even one sword to such as 
have a mind disposed to such works, by which mind 
the sword uses to be successful. I am zealous 
about this action, nor am I solicitous what I may 
myself undei^o ; for I am not at leisure to consi- 
der the danger that may come upon myself, so 
deeply am I troubled at the shivery our once free 
country is now under, and at the contempt cast 
apon our excellent laws, and at the destruction 
which hangs over all men, by the means of Caius. 
I wish that I may be judged by thee, and that thou 
ma^est esteem me worthy of eradit in these matters, 
seeing we are both of the same opinion, and there 
is herein no difference between us." 

10. When Minucianus saw the vehemencv with 
which Cherea delivered himself, he gUdly em- 
Draced him, and encouraged him in his bold at- 



tempt, oommendinff him, and embracing him ; so 
he let him ffo wiUi his good wishes ; and some 
affirm, that he thereby confirmed Minucianus in 
tiie prosecution of what had been agreed among 
them ; for, as Cherea entered into the court, the 
report runs, that a voice came from among the 
multitude to encourage him, which bid htm finish 
what he was about, and take the opportunity that 
Providence offered ; and that Cherea at first sus- 
pected that some one of the conspirators had be- 
trayed him, and he was caught ; but at length per- 
ceived that it was by way of exhortation. Whe- 
ther somebody,* that was conscious of what he was 
about, gave a signal for his encouragement, or whe- 
ther it was God himself, who looks upon the actions 
of men, that encouraged him to go on boldly in his 
design, is uncertain. The plot was now communi- 
cated to a great many, and they were all in their 
armour ; some of the conspirators being senators, 
and some of the equestrian order, and as many ox 
the soldiery as were made acquainted with it ; for 
there was not one of them who would not reckon 
it a part of his happiness to kill Caius ; and on that 
account they were all very sealous in the afiair, by 
what means soever any one could come at it, that 
he might not be behindhand in these virtuous de- 
signs, but might be ready with all his alacrity or 
power, both by words ana actions, to complete this 
slaughter of a tyrant And besides these, Callistus 
also, who was a freed-man of Caius, and was the 
only man that had arrived at the greatest degree of 
power onder him, — such a power, indeed, as was in 
a manner equal to the power of the tyrant himself ; 
by the dread that all men had of him, and by the 
great riches he had acquired ; for he took bribes 
most plenteously, and committed injuries without 
bounds ; and was more extravagant in the use of 
his power in unjust proceedings, than any other. 
He also knew the disposition of Caius to be impU- 
cable, and never to be turned from what he hadre- 
solved on. He had withal many other reasons why 
he thought himself in danger, and the vastness of 
his wealth was not one of the least of them : on 
which account he privately ingratiated himself with 
Claudius, and transferred his courtship to him, out 
of this hope, that in case, upon the removal of Caius, 
the government should come to him, his interest in 
such changes should lay a foundation for his pre- 
serving his dignity under him, since he laid in be- 
forehand a stock of merit, and did CUndius good 
offices in his promotion. He also had the boldness 
to pretend, that he had been persoaded to make 
awajr with CUudius, by poisoning him ; but had 
still invented ten thousand excuses for delaying to 
do it. But it seems probable to me, that Callistus 
only counterfeited this, in order to ingratiate him- 
self with Claudius ; for if Caius had been in earnest 
resolved to take off Claudius, he would not have 
admitted of CaUistns's exeusesi, nor would Callistus, 
if he had been eniomed to do such an act as was 
desired by Caius, have put it off, nor, if he had dis- 
obeyed those injunctions of his master, had he es- 
caped immediate punishment ; while Claudius was 
preserved from the madness <^ Caius by a certain 
divine providence, and Callistus pretended to such 
a piece of merit as he no way deserved. 

11. However, the execution of Cherea's designs 
was put off from day to day, by the sloth of many 
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thorein conMrned ; for, as to Cherea himself, he 
would not willingly make any delay in that execu- 
tion, thinking every time a fit time for it, for fre- 
quent opportunities offered themselves ; as when 
Caius went up to the capitol to saerifiee for his 
daughter, or when he stocNi upon his royal palace, 
and threw gold and silver pieces of money among 
the people, he might be pushed down headlong, be* 
oanse the top of the palace that looks towards the 
market-place, was very high ; and aim when he 
oelebrated the mysteries, which he had appointed 
at that time ; for he was then no way secluded from 
the people, but solieitons to do eveiy thing eare> 
^ tally and decently ; and was free from all eiispicioii 
that he shouki be ^en assaulted by any bbdy ; and 
•Ithough the gods should afford him no divine 
msBistaDce to enable him to take away his life, yet 
had he strengtli himself sufficient to despatch Caius 
even without a sword. Thus was Cherea angry at 
his fellow-conspirators, for fear they should suffer 
a proper opportunity to pass by ; and Uiey were 
tliemselves sensible that he had just cause to be 
«ngTy at them, and that his eagerness was for their 
advantage ; yet did they desire he would have a 
little longer patience, lest, upon anydiaappointment 
they might meet witli, they should put the city in 
disorder, and an inquisition should be made after 
the conspiracy, and should render the courage of 
those that were to attack Caius witliout success^ 
while he would then secure himself mere carefully 
tlnui ever against them ; that it would therefore Iw 
the best to set about the work when the allows were 
exhibited in the palace. These sllows ni'ere acted 
in honour of that Cetsar* who first of all changed 
the popular government, and transferred it to him- 
self ; galleries being fixed before thepalao^, where 
the Romans that were patricians, became specta- 
loiB, together with their children and their wives, 
and CflMar himself was to be also a speotator ; and 
diey reckoned among those znany ten thousands 
who would there be crowded into a narrow com- 
pass, they should have a fitvourable opportunity to 
make their attempt upon him as he came in ; be- 
cause his guards that should protect him, if any of 
them shoiSd have a mind to do it, would not here 
be able to give him any assistance. 

12. Cherea coosenteid to this delay ; and when 
the shows were exhibited, it was resolved to do tlte 
work the first day. But fortune, which allowed a 
farther deUy to his slaughter, was too hard for 
their fof%goiog resolution : and, as three days of 
the regular tame for these shows were now over, 
they had much ado to get the business done on tiie 
last day. Then Cherea called the conspirators to- 
gether, and spake ttttm to them : — ^ So much time 
passed away without effect is a reproach to us, as 
delaying to go tlirough such a virtuous design as 
we are engaged in ; but more fatal will this delay 
prove if we be discovered, and the design be frus- 
trated ^— for Cains will tlien beoonae more cruel in 
his unjust proceedings. Do not we see bow long 
we deprive all our friends of their liberty, and give 
Caius leave still to tyranaiae over them 1 'while we 
ought to have procured them security for the fu- 
ture, and, by laying a foundation for the happiness 
of others, gain to ourselves great admiration and 
honour for all time to oome." Mow, while the 
conspiral^rs had nothing tolerable to say by way of 



cootradicdon, and yet did not quite relish what 
they were doing, but stood silent and astonished| 
he said further, ^ O, my brave comrades 1 why do 
we make such delays I Do not you see that-tliisifl 
the last day of these shows, and that Caius is about 
to go to sea ! for he is preparing to sail to Alexan- 
dria, in order to see Egypt. Is it therefore fov 
your honour to let a man go out of your lumds who 
is a reproach to mankind, and to permit him to go 
after a pompous manner, triumphing both at land 
and sea 1 shall not' we be justly ashamed of onr* 
selves if we give leave to some Egyptian or other, 
who shall think his injuries insufferable to freemen, 
to kill him : as for myself, I will no h>nger bear 
your slow proceedings, but will expose myself to 
the dangers of the enterprise this very day, and 
bear cheerfully whatsoever shall be the consequence 
of the attempt ; nor, let them be ever so great, will 
I put them off any longer : for, to a wise and cou- 
rageous man, what can be more miserable tlian 
tliat, white I am alive, any one else should kill 
Caius, and deprive me of the honour of so virtuoua 
an action 1" 

13. When Cherea had spoken thus, he aealoasly 
set about the work, and inspued courage into the 
rest to go on with it ;. and they were all e^Lgw to 
fall to it without farther delay. So he was at the 
palafee in the morning, with hiA equestrian sword 
girt on him ; for it was the etistom that the tri- 
bunes should ask for the watch-word with their 
swords on, and this was the day on which Cherea 
was by custom to receive the watch-word ; and the 
multitude were already come to the palace, to be 
soon enough for seeing the shows, and that in great 
crowds, and one tumnltuously vrnshing another, 
while Caius was delighted with this eagerness of 
the multitude ; for which reason there was no or- 
der observed in the seating men, nor was any pe- 
culiar phM» appointed for the senators, or for the 
equestrian order ; but tliey sat at random, men 
and women together, and freemen were mixed with 
the slaves. So Caius came out in a solemn man- 
ner, and offered sacrifice to Augustus Cmsar, in 
whose hpnour indeed these shows were celebrated. 
Now it happened, upon the fall of a eertain priest, 
that tlie garment of Asprenas, a senator, was filled 
with bloMi, which made Caius laugh, although this 
was an evident omen to Asprenas, for he was slain 
at the same time with Caius. It is also related, 
that Caius was that day, contrary to his nsoal cus- 
tom, so very affable and good-natured in his con- 
versation, that every one of those that were present 
were astonished at it After the sacrifice was over, 
Caius betook himself to see the shows, and sat 
down for that purpose, as did also tlie principal of 
his friends sit near him. Now the parts of Ae 
theatre were so fastened together, as it used to be 
every year, in the manner following : — It had two 
doors ; the one door led to the open air, the other 
was for going into, or going out pf, the doistera, 
that tliose within Uie theatre might not be thereby 
disturbed ; but out of one gallery there went an in- 
ward passage, parted into partitions also, whidi IM 
into another gallery, to give room to the combat- 
ants, and to the musicians, to go out as occasion 
served. When the fliultitude were set down, and 
Chorea, with the other tribunes were set down also^ 
and the right comer of the theatre was' allotted to 
CsBsar, one Vatinius, a senator, commander of tha 
Pretorian band, asked of Cluvius, one that sat by 
him, and was of consular dignity also, — Whether 
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he had heard any thing of the newa or not T — ^but 
took care that nobody should hear what he said ; 
and when Clavios replied, that he had heard no 
news, — '* Know then (said Yatinius) that the game 
of the skaghter of tyrants is to be played tliis 
day." But Clnvius replied, '* O brave oomrade ! 
hold thy peace, lest some one of the Acbaians hear 
tiiy tale/' And as there was abundance of autum- 
nal fruit thrown among the spectators, and a great 
number of birds, that were of great value to such 
as possess^ them, on account of their lareness, 
Caius was pleased with the birds lighting for the 
fruits, and with the violence wherewith the specta- 
tors seized upon them t and here he perceived two 
prodigies that happened there ; for an actor was 
introduced, by whom a leader of robbers was cru- 
eifiedy and the pantomime brought in a play called 
Cinvxtts, wherein be himself was to be slain, as well 
as his daughter Myrrha, and wherein a great deal 
of fictitious blood was shed, both about him that 
was crucified, and also about Ginyras. It ia also 
eoufeesed, that tliis was the same day wherein Pan- 
sanias, a friend of Philip, the son of Amyntas, who 
was king of Macedonia, slew him as he was enter- 
ing into the theatre. And now Caius was in doubt 
whether he should tarry to the end of (he shows, 
heeause it was the Ust day, or whether he should 
not go fint to the bkth, and to dinner, and then re- 
turn and sit down as before. Hereupon Minucia- 
nuSy who'sat over Caius, and was afraid that the 
opportonity should fail them, got up, because he 
saw Cherea was already gone out, and made haste 
ent, to confirm him in his resolution ; but Caius 
took hold of his garment in an obliging way, and 
•aid to liimy--'^ O brave man t whither art thou 
going !" Wherenpon, out of reverence to Ceesar, 
as it seemed, he sat down again ; but his fear pre- 
vailed over him, and in a litUe time he got up again, 
ond then Caivs did no way oppose his going out, as 
tli i n k in g that he went eut to perform some necessi- 
tifos of nature. And Asprenas, who was one of the 
oonfederates, persuaded Gsius to go out to the bath, 
and to dinner, and then to come in again ; as desi- 
rous that what had beenresolvedon might be brought 
to a eoneiosion immediatsly. 

14. So Chorea's associates placed themselves in 
order, as the time would permit them, and they 
were obliged to labour liard, that the place which 
was appointed them should not be left by them ; 
they had an indignation at tlie tediousness of the 
delays, and that what they were about should be 
put off any longer, lor it was already about the 
ninth* hour of the day ; and Cherea, upon Caius'^ 
tarrying so feng, had a great Blind to go in, and &11 
npoa him m has seat, although he foresaw that this 
ooald not be done without much blood-shed, both 
of the senatora and of those of the equestrian order 
that were present; and although he knew this 
must happen, yet had he a great mind to do so, as 
thinking it a right thing to procure securitv and 
freedom to ail, at the expense of such as might pe- 
rish at the same time. And as tliey were jost go- 
ing baek into the entrance to the theatre, word 
was brought them that Caius was arisen, whereby 
a tumult was made ; hereupon the eonspirators 
thrust away the crowd, under pretence as if Caius 
was angry at them, but in reality as desirous to 
have a quiet place, that should have none in it to 
defend him, while they set about Caios's slaughter. 
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Now Claudius, his uncle, ^as gone out before, and 
Marcus Vinicius, his sister's husband, as alflo Va- 
lerius of Asia ; whom, though they had had such 
a mind to put out of their places,* the reverence to 
their dignity hindered them so to do ; then followed 
Caius, with Paulus Arruntius : and because Caius 
was now gotten within the palace, he left the direct 
road, along which those his servante stood that 
were in waiting, and by which road Claudius had 
gone out before, Oaius turned aside into a private 
narvowpassage, in order togototheplaccfor bathing, ' 
as also in order to take a view of the boys that came 
out of Asia, who were sent thence partly to sing 
hymns in these mysteries which were now celebrat- 
ed, and partly to dance in the Pyrrhic way of dan- 
cing upon the theatres. So Cherea met him, and 
asked.htm for the wateh-word ; upon Caius's giving 
him one of his ridiculous words, he immediately re- 
proached him, and drew his sword and gave him a 
terrible stroke with it, yet was not this stroke mor- 
tal. And although there be those that say it was 
so contrived on purpose by Gherea that Cains 
should not be killed at one blow, but should be pu- 
nished more severely by a multitude of wounds, 
yet does this story appear to be incredible ; because 
the fear men are under in such actions does not 
allow them to use their reason. And if Cherea 
was of that mind, I esteem him tibe greatest of all 
fools, in pleasing himself in his spite against Caiusy 
rather than immediately procuring safety to him- 
self and to his confederates from the dan^rs they 
were in ; because there might many things still 
happen for helphig Cains's escape, if he had not al- 
ready given up the ghost ; for certainly Cherea 
would have regard, not so much to the punishment 
of Caiusi as to the affliction himself and his friends 
were in, while it waa.in his power, itfter such suc- 
cess, to keep silent, and to escape the w«ath of 
Caius's defenders, and not leave it to uncertainty 
whether he should gain the end he aimed at or not ; 
and after an unreasonable manner to act as if he 
had a mind to ruin himself, and lose tibe opportu- 
nity that Uy before him. But every body may 
guess as he pleases about this matter. However, 
Cains was staggered with the pain that the blow 
gave him ; for the stroko of the sword falling in 
the middle, between the shoulder and neck, was 
hindered by the first bone of the breast from pro- 
ceeding anv f&rther. Nor did he either cry out (in 
such astonishment was he), nor did he tell out for 
any of his friends ; whether it xrere that he had no 
confidence in them, or that his mind was otherwise 
disordered, but he groaned under the pain he en- 
dured, and presently went forward uiid fied, — 
when Cornelius Sabinns, who Vas already prepared 
in mind so to do, thrust him down upon his knee, 
where many of them stood round about him, and 
struck him with their swords, and they cried out, 
and encouraged one another all at once to strike 
him again ; but all agree that Aqniht gave him 
the finishing stroke, which directly killed him. But 
one ihay justly ascribe this act to Cherea ; for al- 
though many ooneurred in tlie act itself, yet was he 
the tirst contriver of it, and began long before all 
the rest to prepare for it ; and was the first maa 
that boldly spake of it to the rest ; and upon their 
admission of what he said about il^ he got the dis- 
persed conspirators together : he prepued every 
thing after a prudent manner, and by suggesting 
good advice, showed himself far superior to the rest, 
and made obliging speechee to them, insomuch that 
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he even compelled them to go on, who otherwise 
bad mot courage enough fur that purpose ; and 
when opportunity served to use his sword in hand, 
he appeared first of all ready bo to do, and gave 
the first blow in this virtuous slaughter ; he also 
brought Caius easily into the power of the rest, and 
almost killed him himself, insomuch that it is but 
just to ascribe all that the rest did to the advice, 
and bravery, and labours of the hands of Cherea. 
15. Thus did Caius come to his end, and lay 
. dead, by ^e many wounds which had been given 
him. Now Cherea and his associates, upon Caius's 
slaughter, saw that it was impossible for them to 
^ve tliemselves, if they should all go the same way, 
partly on account of the astonishment they wera 
under ; for it was no small danger they had incur- 
red by killing an emperor, who was honoured and 
loved by the madness of the people, espeoiallpr when 
the soldiers were likely to make a bloody mquii7 
i^r his murderers. The passages also were nar- 
row wherein the work was done, which were also 
crowded with a great multitude of Caius's attend- 
ants, and of such of the soldiers as were of the em- 
peror's guard that day ; whence it was that they 
went by other ways, and came to the house of Ger- 
manicus, the father of Caius, whom they had now 
killed (which house adjoined to the palace ; for 
while the edifice was one, it was built in its several 
parts by those particuUur persons who had been 
emperors, and those parts bare the names of those 
that built them, or the name of him who had be- 
gun to build any of its parts). So they. got away 
from the insults of the multitude, and then were 
for the present out of danger, that is so long as 
the misfortune which had overtaken the emperor 
was not known. The Germans were the first who 
perceived that Caius was slain. These Germans 
were Caius's guard, and carried the name of Uie 
country whence they were chosen, and composed 
the Celtic legion. The men of that country are 
naturally passionate, which is commonly the tem- 
\ier of some other of the barbarous natiuns also, 
as being not used to consider much about what they 
do ; they are of robust bodies, and £ei11 upon their 
enemies as soon as ever they are attacked by them ; 
and which way soever they go, they perform great 
exploits. When therefore, these German guards un- 
derstood that Caius was slain, they were very sorry 
for it, because they did not use their reason in 
judging about public afiEurs, but measured all by 
the advantages themselves received, Caius being 
beloved by them, because of the money he gave 
them, by which he had purchased their kindness 
to him : so they drew their swords, and Sabinus led 
them on. He was one of the tribunes, not by the 
means of the virtuous actions of his progenitors, fur 
he had been a gUdiator, but he had obtained that 
post in the ai*my by his having a robust body. So 
these Germans marched along the houses in quest 
of CsBsar's murderers, and cut Asprenas to pieces, 
because he was the first man tliey fell upon, and 
whose garment it was that the blood of the sacrifices 
stained, as % have said already, and which foretold 
that this his meeting the soldiers would not be for 
his good. Then did Norbanus meet them, who 
was one of the principal nobility of the city, and 
eould show many generals of armies among his an- 
cestors ; but they paid no regard to his dignity : 
yet was he of such great sti-eiigth, that he wrested 
the sword of the first of those that assaulted him 
out of his Lauds, and appeared plainly nut to be wil- 



ling to die without a Btruggle for his Hie, until be 
was surrounded by a ^eat number of assailaotSy 
and died by the multitude of the . wounds which 
they gave him. The third nmn wa^ Anteius, a se- 
nator, and a few others with him. He did not 
meet with these Germans by chance, as the rest did 
before, but came to show his hatred to Caius, and 
. because he loved to see Caios lie dead with his ovim 
eyes, and took a pleasure in that sight ; for Caiua 
nad banished Anteius's father, who was of the 
same name with himself, and, being not satisfied 
with that, he sent out his soldiers, and slew him ; 
so he was come to rejoice at the sight of him, now 
he was dead. But as the house was now all in a 
tumult, when he was aiming to hide himself, he 
could not escape that accurate search which tlie 
Germans made, while they barbarously slew those 
that were guilty and those that were not guilty, 
and this equally also. And thus were these [threej 
persons slain. 

16. But when the rumour that Caius was slain 
reached the theatre, they were astonished at it, and 
could not believe it: even some that entertained 
his destruction with great pleasure, and were more 
desirous of its happening than ahnoet any other sa- 
tisfaction that could come to them, were under such 
a fear that they could not believe it There were 
also those who greatly distrusted it, because they 
were unwilling that any such thing should come to 
Caius, nor could believe it, though it were ever so 
true, because they thought that no man could pos- 
sibly have so much powf»r as to kill Caius. These 
were the women, and the children, and the slaves, 
and some of the soldiery. This bust sort had taken 
his pay, and in a manner tyrannised with him, and 
had abused the best of tlie citizens, in being sub- 
servient to his unjust commands, in order to gain 
honours and advantages to themselves ; but for the 
women and the youth, they had been inveigled with 
sliows, and the fighting of the gladiators, and cer- 
tain distributions of flesh-meat among them, which 
things in pretence were designed for the pleasing of 
the multitude, but in reaUty to satiate the barbar- 
rous cruelty and 'madness of Caius. The slaves 
also were sorry, because they we^ by Gains allow- 
ed to accuse and to despise their masters, and they 
could have recourse to his assistance when they 
had uojostly affronted them ; for he was easy in 
believing them against their masters, even when 
they accused them fiUsely ; and, if they would 
discover what money their masters had, they 
might soon obtain both riches and liberty, as 
the rewards of tlieir accusation, because the re- 
ward of these informers was the eighth* part of the 
criminal's substance. As to the nobles, although 
the report appeared credible to some of them, either 
because they knew of the plot beforehand, or be- 
cause they wished it might be true ; however, they 
concealed not only the joy they had at the relation 
of it, but that they had heard anything at all about 
it. These h»t acted so, out of the fear they had 
that if the report proved false, they should be pu- 
nished, for having so soon let men know their minds. 
But those Uuit knew Caius was dead, because tliey 
were partners with the conspirators, they concealed 
all still more cautiously, as not knowing one ano- 
ther's minds ; and fearing lest they should speak ot 
it to some of those to whom the continuance of ty- 
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nnny was adTantageous ; and, if Caiua shoald I 
prove to be alive, they might be informed against 
and punished. And another report went about, 
that although Cains had been wounded indeed, vet 
was not he dead, but alive still, and under the phy- 
aician's hands. Nor was any one looked upon by 
another as faithful enough to be trusted, and to 
whom any one would open his mind ; for he was 
either a friend to Caius, and therefore suspected to 
favour his tyranny, or he was one that hated him, 
who therefore might be suspected to desire the less 
credit, because^ his ill-will to him. Nay, it was 
said by some (and this indeed it was that deprived 
the nobility of their hopes, and made them sad) 
that Gains was in a oonditioi) to despise the dan- 
eers he had been in, and took no care of healing 
his wounds, but was gotten away into the market- 
place, and, bloody as he was, was making an ha- 
rangue to the people. And these were the conjec- 
tured reports of those that were so unreasonable as 
to endeavour to raise tumults, which they turned 
different ways, according to the opinions of the 
hearers. Yet did they not leave their seats, for fear 
of being accused, if they should go out before the 
rest ; for tbe^ should not be sentenced according 
to the real mtention with which they went out, 
but according to the suppoeals of the accuser and 
of the judges. 

17. J3nt now a multitude of Germans had sur- 1 
rounded the theatre with their swords drawn : all 
the spectaton looked for nothing but death ; and 
at evecy one's coming in, a fear seized upon them, 
as if they were to be cut in pieces immediately ; 
and in great distress they were, as neither having 
courage enough to so out of the theatire, nor believ- 
ing themselves safe from dangers u they tarried 
there. And when the Germans came upon them, 
the cry was so ^reat, that the theatre rang apdu 
with the entreaties of the spectaton to the soldiers, 
pleadine that thev were entirely ignorant of every 
thin^ that reUted to such seditious contrivances, 
and if there were any sedition raised, thev knew no- 
thing of it ; thev therefore begged that they would 
spare then^ and not punish those that had not the 
least hand m such bold crimes as belonged to other 
persons, while they neglected to search iJter such as 
had really done whatsoever it be that hath been done. 
Thus did these people appeal to God, and deplore 
their infelicity with sheddinff of tears and bating 
their (aces, and said every thing that the most im- 
minent danger, and the utmost ooncem for their 
lives, could dictate to them. This brake the fury 
of the soldiers^ and made them repent of what they 
minded to do to the spectators, which would have 
been the greatest instance of cruelty. And so it 
appeared to even these savages, when they had 
once fixed the heads of those that were slain with 
Asprenas upon the altar ; «t which sight the spec- 
tators were sorely afflicted, both upon the consider- 
ation of the dignity of the persons, and out of a 
commiseration of their suflferings ; nay, indeed, 
they were almost in as great disoi-der at the pros- 
pect of the danger themselves were in, seeing it was 
still uncertain whether they should entirely escape 
the like calamity. Whence it was that such as 
thoroughly and justly bated Caius, could yet no 
way enjoy the pleasure of hb death, because they 
were themselves in jeopardy of pezishing together 
with him ; nor had they hitherto any firm assur- 
ance of surviving. 

18. There was at this time, one Euaristus Ar- 
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runtius, a public crier in the market, and therefore 
of a strong and audible voice, who vied in wealth 
with the richest of the Romans, and was able to do 
what he pleased in the city, both then and after- 
ward. This man put himself into the most mourn- 
ful habit he could, although he had a greater hatred 
a^inst Cains than any one else ; his fear and his 
wise contrivance to gain his safety, tau^t him so 
to do, and prevailed over his present pleasure ; so 
he put on such a mournful diess as he would have 
done had he lost his dearest friends in the world ; 
this man came into the theatre, and informed them 
of the death of Caius, and bv this means pot an end 
to that state of ignorance tiiat men had been in. 
Armntins also went round about the pillars, and 
called out to the Germans, as did the tribunes with 
him, bidding them put up their swords, and telling 
them that &ius was dead ; and this proclamation 
it was plainly which saved ^oee that were collected 
together in Uie theatre, and all the rest who any 
way met the Germans ; for while Uiey had hopes 
that Caius had still any breath in him, they ab- 
stained from no sort of mischief; and such an 
abundant kindness they still had for Cains, that 
they would willingly have prevented Uie plot agamsl 
him, and procured his escape from so sad a mis- 
fortune, at the expense of their own lives ; but thej 
now left off the warm zeal they had to punish his 
enemies, now they were fully satisfied that Caius 
was dead, because it was now in vain for them to 
show their zeal and kindness to him, when he who 
should reward them was perished. They were also 
afraid that they should be punished by uie senate, 
if they should go on in doing such injuries, that is, 
in case the authority of the supreme governor 
should revert to them ; and thus at length a stop 
was put, though not without difficulty, to that rage 
which possessed the Germans on account of Ouns's 
death. ^ 

19. But Cherea was so much afraid for Minnci- 
anus, lest he should light upon the Germans, now 
they were in thew fu^, that he went and spake to 
eyerj one of the soldiers, and prayed them to take 
care of his preservation, and made himself gx^at 
inquiry about him, lest he should have been slain ; 
and for Clement, he let Minucianus go, when ho 
was brought to hun, and, with many other of the 
senators, afllrmed the action was right, and com- 
mended the virtue of those that contrived it, and 
had conraffe enough to execute it ; and said, that 
<< tyrants do indeed please themselves and look big 
for a while^ upon having the power to act unjustly ; 

bntdqiK" "- — .^— --. ... 

because! 



i do not, however, go happily out of thoVorid^ 
iause they are hated by tne vhrtnous ; and that 



Cains, together with all his unhappiness, was be- 
come a conspuntor against himself, before these 
other men who attacked him, did so ; and, by be- 
coming intolerable, in setting aside the wise provi- 
sion the laws had made, taught his d«uest friends 
to treat him as an enemy ; insomuch, Uiat although 
in common discourse these conspirators were those 
that slew Cains, yet that, in reality, he lies now 
dead as perishmg by his own self.** 

20. ^ow by this tune the people in the theatre 
were arisen from their seats, and those that were 
within made a very great disturbanoe ! the cause 
of which was this, that the spectators were too hasty 
in getting away. There was also one Alcyon, a 
physician, who hurried away, as if to cue those 
that were wounded, and, under that pretence. Urn 
sent those that were with him to fetch what things 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



418 



ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 



BOOKZfX, 



weie Deoesury for the healing of those wounded 
persons, but in reality to get them clear of the pre- 
sent dangers they were in. Now the senate, dur- 
ing this mterral, had met, and the people also as- 
sembled together in the accustomed form, and 
were both employed in searching after the murder- 
ers of Caius. The people did it very zealously, but 
the senate in appearance on] v ; for there was pre- 
sent Valerius of Asia, one that had been consul ; 
this man went to the people, as they were in disor- 
der, and yery uneasy that they could not yet disco- 
yer who they were that had murdered the emper- 
or ; he was then earnestly asked by them all, who 
it was that had done it ! He replied, ** I wi^ I 
had been the man." The consuls* also published 
an edict, wherein they accused Caius, and gave 
order to the people then got together, and to the 
soldiers, to go home, and gave ue people hopes of 
tile abatement of the oppressions they lay under ; 
and promised the soldiers, if they lay quiet as they 
used to do, and would not go abroad to do mischief 
unjustly, that they would bestow rewards upon 
them ; for there was reason to fear lest the city 
might suffer harm by their wild and ungovemable 
behaviour, if they should once betake themselres to 
spoil the citizens, or plunder the temples. And 
DOW the whole multitude of the senators were as- 
sembled together, and especially those that had 
conspired to take away the life of Caius, who put 
on at this time an air of great assurance, and ap- 
peared with great magnanimity, as if the adminis- 
tratioQ of public afiaics were already devolved upon 
them. 



CHAPTER II. 

now THB 8BNAT0BS DETBBMINBD TO RBSTOUB THB 
DEMOCBACT ; BUT W^K SOLDIBBS WEBB FOB PBB- 
SBBVINQ TBB MONABCHT. OONCBBNIMO THB 
•LAU6HTBB OF CAlUS's WIFE AND DAUQHTBB. A 
CHABACTBB OF CAlVS's MOBALS. 

S 1. When the public affairs were in this posture, 
Claudius was on the sudden hurried away out of 
his house ; for the soldiers had a meeting together ; 
and when they had debated about what was to be 
done, they saw that a democracy was incapable of 
managing such a vast weight of public affairs ; and 
that if it should be set up, it would not be for their 
advantage ; and in case any one of those already in 
the government should obtain the supreme power, 
it would in all respects be to then: grief, if they 
were not assisting to him in this advancement : 
that it would therefore be right for them, while the 
public affairs were unsettled, to choose Claudius 
emperor, who was uncle to the deceased Caius, and 
of a superior dignity and worth to every one of 
those who were assembled together in the senate, 
both on account of the virtues of his ancestors, and 
of the learning he had acquired in his education ; 
and who, if once settled in the empire, would re- 
wai'd them according to their deserts, and bestow 
largesses upon them. These were their consulta- 
tions, and tliey executed the same immediately. 
Claudius was therefore seized upon suddenly by the 
soldiery. But Cneus Sentius Saturninus, although 
he understood that Claudius was seized, and tliat 
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he intended to claim the government, unwillingly 
indeed in appearance, but in reality by his own free 
consent, stood up in the senate, and, without being 
dismayed, made an exhortatory oration to them, 
and such a one indeed as was fitfor men of freedom 
and generosity, and spake tlius : — 

2. ** Although it be a thing incredible, O Ro- 
mans 1 because of the great length of time, that so 
unexpected an event hiUh happened, yet are we now 
in possession of liberty. How long indeed this will 
last is uncertain, and lies at the disposal of the gods, 
whose grant it is ; yet such it is as is sufficient to 
make us rejoice, and be hj^py for the present, al- 
though we may soon be deprived of it ; for one 
hour is sufficient to tl^ose that are exercised in vir- 
tue, wherein we may live with a mind accountable 
only to ourselves, in our own country, now free, and 
governed by sudi laws as this country once flou- 
rished under. As for myself, I cannot remember 
our former time of liberty, as being bom after it 
was gone ; but I am beyond measure filled with 
joy at the thoughts of our present freedom. I also 
esteem those that were bom and brought up in that 
our former liberty happy men, and that those men 
are worthy of no less esteem tlian the gods them- 
selves, who liave given us a taste of it in this age ; 
and I heartily widi that this quiet enjoyment of i^ 
which we have at present, might continue to all 
ages. However, this single day may suffioe for our 
youth, as well as for us Uiat are in years. It will 
seem an age to our old men, if they might die dur- 
ing its happy duraUon : it may also be for the in* 
8tmcti6n of the younger sort, what kind of virtue 
those men, from whose loins we are derived, were 
exercised in. ^As ior ourselves, our busineas is, 
during the space of time, to live virtuously, — titan 
which nothing can be more to our advantage; 
which course of virtue it is alone that can preserve 
our liberty ; for, as to our ancient state, I have 
heard of it by the relations of others ; butas to our 
late state, during my life-tune, I have known it by 
experience, and learned therebv wliat mischief ty- 
rannies have brought upon this commonwealth, 
discouraging all virtue, and depriving persons of 
magnanimity of their liberty, and proving the 
teachers of flattery and slavish fear, because it 
leaves the public admimstration not to be governed 
by wise laws, but by the humour of thoee that 
govern. For, since Julius CsBsar took it into his 
head to dissolve our democracy, and, by overbear- 
ing the regular system of our laws, to bring discw- 
ders into our administration, and to get above right 
and justice, and to be a slave to hb own indina* 
tions, there is no kind of misery, but what hatll 
tended to the subversion of this city ; while all 
those that have succeeded him, have striven one 
with another to overthrow the ancient laws of their 
country, and have left it destitute of such eitizeas 
as were of generous principles ; because they thought 
it tended to tlieir safety to have vicious men to con* 
verse withal, and not only to break the spirits oi 
those that were best esteemed for their virtue, but 
to resolve upon their utter destruction. Of all 
which emperoi-s, who have been many in nmnbery 
and who laid upon us insufferable hardships during 
the times of their government, this Caius, who bath 
been slain to-day, hath brought more terrible cala- 
mities upon us than did all the rest, not only by 
exercising his ungoveraed rage upon his fellow-citi- 
zens, but also upon his kindred and friends, and 
alike upon all others, and by inflicting still greater 
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miseries upon them, as punishmenta, which they 
never deeerred, he being eqaiUly forious against 
inen and against the gods ; for tyrants are not con- 
tent to gain their sweet pleasure, and this by acting 
injnrio^y, and in the vexation they bring both 
upon men's estates and their wives, — but they look 
upon them to be their principal advantage, when they 
can utterly overthrow the entire families of their 
enemies ; while all lovers of liberty are the enemies 
of tyranny. Nor can those who patiently endure 
what miseries they bring on them gain their friend- 
ship ; for as they are conscious of the abundant 
mischiefs they haxe brought on these men, and how 
magnanimously they have borne their hard for^ 
tunes, they cannot but be sensible what evils they 
have done, and thence only depend on security 
£bom what they are suspicious of, if it may be in 
their power to take them quite out of the world* 
Sinee^ then, we are now gotten clear of sudi great 
raisfortones, and are only accountable to one ano- 
ther (which form of government affords us the best 
asBunmoe of our present concord, and promises us 
the best security from all evil designs, and will be 
most for our own glory in settling the city in good 
order), yom ought, eveiy one of you in particular, 
to make provwion for his own, and in general, for 
the pnUic utility : or, en the contrary, they may 
declare their dissent to such things as have been 
proposed, and this without any hazard of danger to 
oome upon them^ — ^beeause tbey have now no lord 
set over them, who, without fear of punishment, 
eouM do mischief to the city, and had an uncon- 
trollable power to take off those freely that declared 
their opinions. Nor has any thing so much contri- 
buted to this increase of t^Tsnny of late, as sloth, 
and a timorous fi»rbearance of contradicting the 
emperor's will ; while men had an over-great incli- 
nation to the sweetness of peace, and had learned 
to live like slaves, and as many of us as either 
heard of intolerable calamities that happened at a 
distance from us, or saw the miseries that were 
near us, out of the dread of dying virtuously, en- 
dured a death joined with the utmost infamy. We 
ought, then, in the first place, to decree the great- 
est hononn we are able to those that have taken off 
the tyrant, especially to Cherea Cassius ; for, this 
one man, with the aasistanoe of the gods, hath, by 
his counsel and by his actions, been the procurer of 
our liberty. Nor ought we to forget him now we 
have reeovered our liberty, who, under the forego- 
ing tyranny, took counsel beforehand, and befor»> 
hand hazarded himself for our liberties ; but ought 
to decree him proper honours, and tliereby freely 
declare, that he from the beginning acted with our 
approbation. An4 certainly it is a very excellent 
thing, and what becomes freemen, to requite tlieir 
bene&ctois, as this man hath been a benefactor to 
OS all, though net at all like Cassius and Brutus, 
who slew Gaitts Julius [Cosar] ; for these men laid 
the foundations of sedition and civil wars in our 
city ;— but this man, together with his slaughter of 
the tjrant, hath set our city free from all those sad 
miseries which arose firom the tyranny."* 
' 8. And this was the purport of Sentius^ oratran, 
whieh was receired with pleasure by the senators, 
and by as many of tiie equestrian order as were 
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juresent. And now one Trebellius Maximus ross 
up hastlty, and took from Sentius's finger a ring, 
which had a stone, with the image of cSiius engra- 
ven upon it, and which, in his zeal in speaking, and 
his earnestness in doing what he was about, as it 
was supposed^ he had forgotten to take off himself. 
This sculpture was brdcen immediately. But as it 
was now far in the night, Cherea demanded of the 
consuls the watch-word, who gave him this wori^ 
Liberty. These facts were the subjects of admira- 
tion to themselves, and almost incredible ; for it 
was a hundred yearsf since the democracy had 
been laid aside, when this giving the watch-word 
returned to the consuls ; for, baore the city was 
subject to tyrants, they were the commanders of 
the soldiers. But when Cherea had received the 
watch- word, he delivered it to those who were on 
the senate's side, which were four regiments, who 
esteemed the government without emperors, to b6 
preferable to tyranny. So these went away with 
their tribunes. The people also now departed ▼ery 
joyful, and full of hope and courage, as having re- 
covered their former democracy, and no longer 
under an emperor : and Cherea was in very giiat 
esteem with them. 

4. And now Cherea was very uneasy that Okius'a 
daughter and wife were still alive, and that all his 
family did not perish with him, since whosoever 
was left of them must be left for the ruin of the 
city and of the laws. Moreover, ui order to finish 
this matter with the utmost zeal, and in order to 
satisfy his hatred of Cains, he sent Julius Lupus, 
one of the tribunes, to kill Caius's wife and daugh- 
ter. They proposed this office to Lupus, as to a 
kinsman of Clement, that he might be so far a 
partaker of this' murder of the tyrant, and might 
rejoice in the virtue of having assisted his felk>w- 
citizens, and that he might appear to have been a 
partaker with those that were first in their designs 
against him ; yet did this action appear to some of 
tlie conspirators to beioo cruel, as to this using 
such severity to a woman, because Cains did more 
indulge his own ill-nature than use her advice in 
all that he did ; from which ill-nature it was that 
the city was in so desperate a condition with the 
miseries that were brought on it, and the flower of 
the city was destroyed ; but others accused her el 
givins her consent to these things ; nay, they as- 
cribed all that Caius had done, to her as the cause 
of it, and said she had given a potion to Caius^ 
which had made hun obnoxious to her, and had 
tied him down to love her by such evil methods ; 
insomuch that she, having rendered him distracted, 
was become the author of all the mischiefs that had 
befallen the Romans, and that habitable world 
which was subject to them. So that at length it 
was determined that she must die ; nor could those 
of the contrary opinion at all prevail to have her 
saved ; and Lupus was«ent accordingly. Nor was 
there any delay made in executing what he went 
about, but he was subservient to those that sent 
I him on the first opportunity, as desirous to be no 
way bbuneable in what might be done for the ad- 
vantage of the people. So, when he was come into 
the piUace, he found Cesonia, who was Caius's wife, 
lying by her husband's dead body, whieh also Uy 
down on the ground, and destitute of all such 
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things as the law allows to the dead, and all over 
herself besmeared with the blood of her husband's 
wounds, and bewailing the great afflictiou she was 
under, her daughter lying by her also ; and nothing 
else was heard in these her circumstances, but her 
complaint of Caius, as if he had not regarded what 
•he had often told him of beforehand ; which words 
of hers were taken in a different sense eyen at that 
time, and are now esteemed equally ambiguous, by 
those that hear of them, and are still interpreted 
according to the different inclinations of people. 
Now some said that the words denoted, that she 
had advised him to leave off his mad behaviour, 
and his barbarous cruelty to the citizens, and to 

govern the public with moderation and virtue, lest 
e should perish by the same way, upon their using 
him as he had used them. But some said, that as 
certain words had pnased concerning the conspira- 
tors, she desired Quus to make no delay, but im- 
mediately to put them all to death ; and this whe- 
ther they were giiilty or not, and that thereby he 
would be out of the fear of any danger ; and that 
this was what she reproached him for when she 
advised him so to do, but he was too slow and ten- 
der in the matter. And this was what Cesonia 
said ; and what the opinions of men were about 
it. But when she saw Lupus approach, she showed 
him Gaius's dead body, and persuaded him to come 
nearer, with lamentation and tears ; and as she 
perceived that Lupus was in disorder, and ap- 
proached her in oraer to execute some design dis- 
agreeable to himself, she was well aware for what 
purpose he came, and stretched out her naked 
throat, and that very cheerfully to him, bewailing 
her case, like one utterly despairing of her life, and 
bidding him not to boggle at finismng the tragedy 
they had resolved upon relating to her. So she 
boldly received her death's wound at the hand of 
Lupus, as did the daughter after her. So Lupus 
made haste to inform Cherea of what he had done. 
5. This was the end of Gains, after he had reign- 
ed four years, within four months. He was, even 
before he came to be emperor, ill-natured, and one 
that had arrived at the utmost pitch of wickedness ; 
a slave to his pleasures, and a lover of calumny ; 
greatly affected by every terrible accident, and on 
that account of a yery murderous disposition where 
lie durst show it. He enjoyed his exorbitant pow- 
er to this only purpose, to injure those who least 
deserved it, witn unreasonable insolence, and got 
his wealth by murder and injustice. He laboured 
to appear above regarding either what was divine 
or agreeable to the hiws, but was a slave to the 
commendations of the populace ; and whatsoever 
the laws determined to be shameful, and punished, 
that he esteemed more honourable than what was 
virtuous. He was unmindful of his friends, how 
intimate soever, and though they were persons of 
the highest character ; ai\d, if he was once angry 
at any of them, he would inflict punishment upon 
them on the smallest occasions; and esteemed 
every man that endeavoured to lead a virtuous life 
his enemy I And whatsoever he commanded, he 
would not admit of any contradiction to his indina- 
tions ; whence it was. that he had criminal conver- 
sation with his own sister ;* from which occasbn 
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chiefly it was also that a bitter hatred first sprang 
up against him among the citizens, that sort of in- 
cest not having been known of a long time ; and so 
this provoked men to distrust him, and to hate him 
that was guilty of it And for any great or royal 
work that he ever did, which might be for the pre- 
sent and future ages, nobody can name any such, 
but only the haven lliat he made about Bhegium 
and Sicily, for the reception of the ships that 
brought com from Egypt ; which was indeed a work 
without dispute very great in itself, and of very 
great advantage to the navigation. Yet was not 
this work brought to perfection by him, but waa 
the one half of it left imperfect, by reason of his 
want of application to it ; the cause of which was 
this, that he employed his studies about useless 
matters, and that by spending his money upon such 

Pleasures as concerned no one's benefit but his own, 
e could not exert his liberality in things that were 
undeniably of great consequence. Otherwise he 
was an excellent orator, and thoroughly acquainted 
with the Greek tongue, as well as with his own 
country or Roman language. He was also able, 
off-hand and readily, to give answers to compositions 
made by others, of considerable length and accu- 
racy. He was also more skilful in penuading 
others to very great things than any one else, and 
this from a natural affability of temper, which had 
been improved by much exercise and pains-taking ; 
for as he was the grandsonf of the brother of Ti- 
berius, whose successor he was, tliis was a strong 
inducement to his acquiring of learning, beeause 
Tiberius aspired after the highest pitch of that sort 
of reputation : and Gaius aspired after the like 
glory for eloquence, being induced thereto by the 
letters of his kinsman and his emperor. He was 
also among the first rank of his own eitisens. But 
the advantages he received from his learning did 
not countervail the mischief he brought upon him- 
self in the exercise of his authority ; so difficult it 
is for those to obtain the virtue that is necessary 
for a wise man, who have the absolute power to do 
what they please without control. At the first he 
got himself such friends as were in all respects the 
most worthy, and was greatly beloved by them, 
while he imitated their zealous appUeation to the 
learning and to the glorious actions of the best 
men ; but when he became insolent towards them, 
they laid aside the kindness they had for him, and 
began to hate him $ from which hatred came that 
plot which they raised against him, and wherein he 
perished. 



CHAPTER III. 

HOW CLAUDIUS WAS 8SIZBD UPON, AND BROUGHT OUT 
OF HIS HOUSE, AND BROUGHT TO THB CAMP ; AND 
HOW THB 8BNATB 8BNT AN BMBA88AGB TO HIK. 

§ 1. Now Claudius, as I said before, went out of 
that way along which Caius was gone ; and as the 
family was in a mighty disorder upon the sad acci- 
dent of the murder of Caius, he was in great dis- 
tress how to save himself, and was found to have 
hidden himself in a certain narrow place^: though 
he had no other occasion for suspicion of anv dan- 
gers, besides the dignity of his birth ; for while bs 
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was a private man, he behaved himself with moder- 
ation, and was contented with his present fortune, 
applying himself to learning, and especially to that 
of the Greeks, and keeping himself entirely clear 
from every thing that might bring on any disturb- 
ance. But at this time the multitude were under a 
conatemation, and the whole palace was full of the 
soldiers' madness, and the very emperor's guards 
seemed under the like fear and disorder with pri- 
vate persons, the band called pretorian, which wss 
the purest part of the army, was in consultation 
what was to be done at this juncture. Now all 
those that were at this consultation, had little re> 
sard to the punishment Cains had suffered, because 
he justly deserved such his fortune ; but they were 
rather considering their own circumstances, how 
they might take the best care of themselves, espe- 
cially while the Germans were busy in punishing 
the murderers of Caius; which yet was rather 
done to gratify their own savap^e temper, than for 
tlie good of the pnplic ; all which things disturbed 
Claudius, who was afraid of his own safety, and this 
particularly because he saw the heads of Asprenas 
and his partners carried about His station had 
been on a certun elevated place, whither a few 
at^» led him, and whither he had retired in the 
dark by himself. Bat when Gratus, who was one 
of the soldiers that belonged to the palace, saw him, 
but did not well know by his countenance who he 
was, because it was dark, though he could well 
judge that it was a man who was private there on 
some design, he came nearer to him ; and when 
Claudius desired that he would retire, he discovered 
who he was, and owned him to be Claudius. So 
he said to his followers, ** This is a Germanicus ;* 
oome on, let us choose him for our emperor." But 
when Claudius saw they were making preparations 
for taking him away by force, and was afnud they 
would kill him, as they had killed Caius, he be- 
sought them to spare him, putting them in mind 
how quietly he had demeaned himself, and that he 
was unacquainted with what had been done. Here- 
upon Gratus smiled upon him, and took him by the 
right hand, and said, <' Leave off. Sir, these low 
thoughts of saving yourself, while you ought to 
have greater thoughts, even of obtaining the em- 
pire, which the gods, out of their concern for the 
nabitable world, by taking Caius out of the way, 
commits to thy virtuous conduct Go to, therefore, 
and accept of the throne of thy ancestors." So 
they look him up and carried him, because he was 
not then able to go on foot, such was his dread and 
his joy at what was told him. 

2. Now there was already sathered together 
about Gratus, a great number of the guards ; and 
when they saw CUudius carried off, they looked 
with a sad countenance, as supposing that he was 
carried to execution for the misdiieis that had been 
lately done ; while yet they thought him a man who 
never meddled with public affairs all his life long, 
and one that had met with no contemptible dangers 
under the reign of Caius ; and some of them thought 
it reasonable that the consuls should take cogni- 
sance of these matters ; and, as still more and more 
of the soldiery got together, the crowd about him 
|Wi away, and Claudius could hardly go on, his 
feipdy was then so weak ; and tlioee who carried his 
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sedan, upon an Inquiry that was made about hia 
being carried off, ran away and saved themselves, 
as despairing of their lord's preservation. But^ 
when they were come into the laree court of the 
palace (which, as the report goes about it, was in- 
habited first of all the parts of the city of Rome), 
and had just reached the public treasury, many 
more soldiers came about him, as glad to see Clau- 
diuses face, and thought it exceeding right to make 
him emperor on account of their kindness for Ger- 
manicus, who was his brother, and had left behind 
him a vast reputation among all that were acquaint- 
ed with him. They reflected also on the covetous 
temper of the leading men of the senate, and what 
great errors they had been guilty of when the se- 
nate had the government formerly ; they also con- 
sidered the impossibility of such an undertakmg, as 
also what dangers they should be in, if the govern- 
ment should come to a single person, and that such 
a one should possess it as Uiey had no hand in ad- 
vancing, and not to Claudius, who would take it as 
their grant, and as gained by theur good-will to him, 
and would rememl^ the nvours they had done 
him, and would make them a sufficient recompense 
for the same. 

3. These were the discourses the soldiers had one 
with another by themselves, and they communicat- 
ed tliem to all such as came in to them. Now those 
that inquired about this matter, willingly embraced 
the invitation that was made them to jom with the 
rest: so they carried Claudius into the camp, 
crowding about him as his guard, and encompass- 
ing him about, one chairman still succeeding ano- 
ther, that their vehement endeavours might not be 
hindered. But as to the populace and senators, 
they disagreed in their opinions. The latter were 
very desii*ous to recover their former dignity, and 
were zealous to get clear of the slavery that had 
been brought on them by the injurious treatment 
of the tyrants, which the present opportunity af- 
forded them ; but for the people, who were envious 
against them, and knew that the emperors were 
capable of curbing their covetous temper, and were 
a refuge from them, they were very glad that Clau- 
dius had been seized upon, and brought to them, 
and thought, that if Claudiius were made emperor, 
he would prevent a civil war, such as there was in 
the days of Pompey. But when the senate knew 
Uiat Claudius was brought into the camp by the 
soldiers, they sent to him those of their body which 
had the best character for their virtues, that they 
might inform him that he ought to do nothing by 
violence, in order to gain the government ; that he 
who was a single person, one either alreadv, or 
hereafter to be a-member of their body, ought to 
yield to the senate, which consisted of so great a 
number ; that he ought to let the law take pUce in 
the disposal of all that related to the public order, 
and to remember how greatly the former tyrants 
had afflicted their city, and what dangers both he 
and they had escaped under Caius ; and that ho 
ought not to hate the heavy burden of tyranny, 
when the injury is done by others, while he did 
himself wilfully treat his country after a mad and 
insolent manner ; that if he would comply with 
them, and demonstrate that his firm resolution was 
to live quietly and virtuously, he would have the 
greatest honours decreed on him that a free people 
could bestow ; and by subjecting himself to the 
law, would obtain this branch of commendation, 
that he acted like a man of virtue, both as a ruler 
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Hud a Bubject ; but that if he would act foolishly, 
and learn no wisdom by Caius's death, they would 
not permit him to go on ; that a great part of the 
army was got together for them, with plenty of 
weapons, and a great number of slares, which they 
eould make use of: that good hope was a great 
matter in such cases, as was also good fortune, and 
that the gods would never assist any others, but 
those that undertook to act with virtue and good- 
ness, who can be no other than such as fight for 
the liberty of their country. 

4. Now the ambassadors, Yeranins and Broc- 
chus, who were both of them tribunes of the peo- 

Sle, made this speech to Claudius ; and, lalling 
own upon their knees, they begged of him that he 
would not throw the city into wars and misfor- 
tunes ; but when they saw what a multitude of 
soldiers encompassed and guarded Claudius, and 
that the forces that were with the consuls were, in 
comparison of them, perfectly inconsiderable, they 
added, that if he did desire the government, he 
should accept of it as given by the senate ; that he 
would prosper better, and be happier if he came to 
it, not by mjustiee, but by the good- will of those 
that would bestow it upon him. 



CHAPTER IV. 

WHAT THINGS KINO AOBIPPA DID FOR CLAUDIUS ; 
AND HOW CLAUDIUS, WBBN HB HAD TAKEN THB 
GOVERNMENT, COMMANDED TUB MURDEIUCBS OF 
CAIU8 TO BE 8LAIN. 

§ 1. Now Claudius, though he was sensible after 
what an insolent manner the senate had sent to him, 
yet did he, according to theur advice, behave him- 
self for the present with moderation ; but not so 
far that he could not recover himself out of his 
fright : so he was encouraged [to claim the govern- 
ment] partly by the boldness of the soldiers, and 
partly by the persuasion of king Agrippa, who ex- 
5iorted him not to let such a dominion slip out of 
Uis hands, when it came thus to him of its own 
accord. Now this Agrippa, with relation to Caius, 
did what became one that had been so much hon- 
oured by him ; for he embraced Caius's body after 
he was dead, and laid it upon a bed, and covered it 
as well as he could, and went out to the guards, and 
told them Caius was still alive ; but he said that 
they should call for physicians, since he was very 
ill of his wounds, but when he had learned that 
Claudius was carried away violently by the sol- 
diers, he rushed through the crowd to him, and 
when he found that he was in disorder, and ready 
to resign up the government to the senate, he en- 
couraged him, and desired him to keep the govern- 
ment ; but when he had said this to Claudius, ,he 
retired home. And, upon the senate's sending for 
him, he anointed his head witli ointment, as if he 
had lately accompanied with his wife, and had dis- 
missed her, and then came to tliem : he also asked 
of the senators what CUudius did ; who told him 
the present state of affairs, and then asked his opi- 
nion about the settlement of the public. He told 
them in words, that he was ready to lose his life 
for the honour of the senate, but desired them to 
consider wliat was for their advantage, without any 
regard to what was most agreeable to them ; for 
that those who grasp at government^ will stand in 



need of weapons and soldiers to guard them, unless 
they will set up without any preparation for it, and 
so fall into danger. And when the senate replied, 
that they would bring in weapons in abundance, 
and money, and that as to an army, a part of it was 
already collected together for them, and they would 
raise a larger one by giving the slaves their liberty, 
^Affrippa made answer, " O senators 1 may you 
be able to compass what you have a mind to ; yet 
will I immediately tell you my thoughts, beeaoso 
they tend to your preservation. Take notioe^ 
tlien, that the army which will fight for Claodios 
hath been long exercised in warlike affiMis ; but 
our army will he no better than a rude multitude 
of raw men, and those such as have been unez* 
pectedly made free from slavery, and wigovenia* 
ble ; we must then fight against those thai are 
skilful in war, with men who know not so much as 
how to draw their swords. So that my opinion is, 
that we should send some persons to Clandins, to 
persuade him to lay down the government ; and I 
am ready to be one of your ambassadora." 

2. Upon this speech of Agrippa, the senate oom« 
plied with him, and he was sent among others, and 
privately informed Claudius of the disorder the se- 
nate was in, and gave him instructions to aiwwer 
them in a somewhat commanding strain, and as 
one invested with dignity and authority. Aooord- 
ingly Claudius said to the ambassadors, that he did 
not wonder the senate had no mind to have an em- 
peror over them, because they had been harassed 
by the barbarity of those that had formerly l}een 
at the head of their affairs ; but that they should 
taste of an equitable government under him, and 
moderate times, while he should only be their 
ruler in name, but tlie authority should be equally 
common to them all ; and sinoe he had passed 
through many and various scenes of life before their 
eyes, it would be good for them not to distmst him. 
So the ambassadors, upon their hearing this hia 
answer, were dismissed. But Clandius diaeouraed 
with the army which was tliere gathered together, 
who took oaths that they would persist in their fi- 
delity to him ; upon which he gave the guards every 
map five thousand* drachmas a-piece, and a pro- 
portionable quantity to their captains, and pro- 
mised to give the same to the rest of the arraaea. 
wheresoever they were. 

3. And now the consuls called the senate toge- 
ther, into the temple of Jupiter the Conqueror, 
while it was still night ; but some of those senators 
concealed themselves in the city, being uncertain 
what to do, upon the hearing of this summons s 
and some of them went out of the city to their own 
farms, as foreseein^r whither the public afiain wera 
going, and despairmg of liberty ; nay, these sup- 
posed it much better for tliem to be slaves without 
danger to themselves, and to live a lazy and inactive 
life, than by claiming the dignity of theur forefik- 
thers, to run the hazud of tlieir own safety. How- 
ever, a hundred, and no more, were gotten toge- 
ther ; and as they were in consultation about ttha 
pi-esent posture of affairs, a sudden clamour was 
niado by the soldiers tliat were on their aide^ de- 
siring, that the senate would choose them an em- 
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peror, and not bring the goTemment into ruin by 
setting up a multitude of mien. So they fully 
declared to be for the giving the government not 
to all, but to one ; but tbey gave the senate leave 
to lookout for a person worthy to be set over them, 
inaomuch, that now the afikirs of the senate were 
nmch worse than before ; because they had not 
only failed in tlie recovery of their liberty, which 
they boasted themeelvea of, but were in dread of 
Claudius also. Yet there were thoee that hankered 
after the government, both on account of tlie dig- 
nity of their families, and that accruing to them by 
their marriages ; for Mareoa Minucianus was illua- 
trioos, both by hia own nobility and by his having 
married Julia, the sister of Caius, who aocordingl v 
was very ready to claim the government^ although 
the consuls diseouraged^im, and made one delay 
after another in proposing it : that Minucianus also, 
who was one of Caius's murderers, restrained Va- 
leriua of Asia from thinking of such things ; and a 
prodigiooa elanghter there had been, if leave had 
been given to these men to set up for themselves, 
and oppose Claudina. There were also a consider- 
al>le number of gladiators besides, and of those 
aoldiera who kept watch by night in the city, and 
rowers of Bhi|is, who all ran into the camp ; inso- 
moeh, that of those who pat in for the government, 
•ome left off their pretensions, in order to spare the 
ct^, and others out of fear of their own persons. 

4. But as soon as ever it was day, Cherea, and 
those that were with him^ came into the senate, and 
Attempted to make speeches to the soldiers. How- 
jver, (ho multitude of those soldiers, when they 
saw they were making signals for silence with their 
hands, and were ready to begin to speak to them, 
grew tumultuous, and would not let them speak at 
ail, beeause they were zealous to be nnder a 
monarchy ; and they demanded of the senate one 
for their rnler, as not enduring any longer deUys. 
But the senate hesitated about either their own 
governing, or how they should be governed, while 
the soldiers would not admit them to govern $ ana 
the morderers of Cains would not permit the sol- 
diers to dictate to them. When they were in these 
oircumstances, Cherea was not able to contain the 
anger he had, and promised, that if they desired an 
•mperor, he would give them one, if one wouM 
bring him the watch-word from Eutychus. Now, 
this Eotyehus was charioteer of the green-band fac- 
tion, styled Pnuine, and a great friend of Caius, 
who used to harass the soldiery with building sta- 
bles for horses, and spent his time in ignominious 
laboon, which occasioned Cherea to reproach ihem 
with him, and to abuse them with much other scnr- 
rilous language ; and told them he would bring 
them^ the bead of Claudius ; and that it was an 
•masing thing that, after theur former madness, 
they should commit their government to a fool. 
Yet were they not moved with his words, but drew 
their swords, and took up their ensigns, and went 
to Claudius, to join in taking the oath.of fidelity to 
him. So the senate were l^t without any body to 
defend them ; and the very consuls differed nothing 
bom private persons. They were also under con- 
sternation and sorrow, men not knowing what 
would become of them, because Claudius was very 
angry at them ; so they fell a reproaching one ano^ 
ther, and repented of what they had done. At 
which juneture Sabinus, one of Caius's murderers, 
threatened that he would sooner come into the 
midst of them and kill himself, than consent to 



make Claudius emperor, and see slavery returning 
upon tliem ; he also abused Cherea for loving his 
life too well, while he who was the first in his con- 
tempt of Caius, could think it a good thing to live, 
when, even by all that they had done for the reecn 
very of their liberty, they had found it impossible 
to do it. But Cherea said he had no manner of 
doubt upon him about killing himself ; yeLhe wonld 
first sound the intentions of Claudius before he 
did it. 

5. These were the debates [about the senate] ; 
but in the camp every body was crowding on all 
sides to pay their court to Claudius ; and the other 
consul, i^uintus Pomponius, was reproached by the 
soldiery as having rather exhorted the senate to 
recover their liberty ; whereupon they drevr theur 
swords, and were going to assault him, and they 
had done it, if Claudius had not hindered them, 
who snatched the consul out of the cUmger he was 
in, and set him by him. But he did not receive 
that part of the senate which was with (^intus in 
the like honourable manner ; nay, some of them 
received blows, and were tlirust away as they came 
to salute Claudius ; nay, • Aponius went away 
wounded, and they were all in danger. However, 
king Agrippa went up to CUudius, and desired he 
would treat tlie senators more gently ; for if any 
mischief should come to the senate, he would have 
no others over whom to rule. Claudius complied 
with him, and called the senate together into the 
palace, and was carried thither himself through 
the city, while the soldiery conducted him, though 
this was to the great vexation of the multitude ; for 
Cherea and Sabinus, two of Caius's murderers^ 
went in the fore-front of them, in an open manner^ 
while PoUio, whom Claudius, a little before, had 
made captain of his guards, had sent them, an 
epistolary edict, to forbid them to appear in public 
Tiien did Claudiius, upon his coming to the palace, 
get his friends together, and desired their suffragea 
about Cherea. They said that the work he had 
done was a glorious one ; but they accused him 
that he did it of perfidiousness, and thought it just 
to inflict the punishment [of death] upon him, to 
discountenance such actions for tlie time to come. 
So Cherea was led to his execution, and Lupus and 
many other Romans with him. Now it is reported 
that Cherea bore his calamity courageously ; and 
this not only by the finnness of his own behaviour 
under it, but by the reproaches he laid upon Lupus, 
who fell into tears ; for when Lupus had laid his 
garment aside and complauiedof the cold,* he said, 
that cold was never hnrtful to Lupus [i. «. a wolf]. 
And as a great many men went along with them to 
see the sight, when Cherea came to the place, he 
asked the soldier who was to be their executioner, 
whether this office was what he was used to, or 
whether this was the first time of his using his 
sword in that manner ; and desired him to bring 
him that very sword with which he himself slew 
Caius. So he was happily killed at one stroke. 
But Lupus did not meet with such good fortune in 
going out of the world, since he was timorous, and 
had many blows levelled at his neck, because he 
did not stretch it out boldly [as he ought to have 
done]. 

6. Now a few days after this, as the Parental 
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SoWmnities w«re just at hand, (he Roman miilti- 
tode made their usual oblations to their several 
ghosts, and put portions into the fire m honour of 
Cherea, and besought him to be meroiful to them, 
and not continue his anger against them for their 
ingratitude. And this was the end of the life that 
CSierea came to. But for Sabinus, although Claa- 
dioB not onljr set him at liberty, but gave him leare 
to retain his former command in the army, yet did 
he think it wbuld be unjust in him to fail of per- 
fanning his obligations to his fellow-confederates ; 
so he fell upon his sword, and killed himself, the 
wound reacning up to the very hilt of the sword.* 



CHAPTER V. 

HOW CLAUDIUS RBSTOftID TO AGRIPPA HIS GRAND- 
father's kingdoms, augmented his DOMINI- 
ONS ; AND HOW BE PUBLISHED AN EDICT IN BE- 
HALF OF THE JEWS. 

§ 1. Now, when Claudius had taken out of the way 
aU those soldiers Irhom he suspected, which he did 
immediately, he published an edic^ and therein 
confirmed that kingdom to Agrippa which Caius 
had given him, and therein commended the king 
highly. He aho made an addition to it of all that 
couutnr over which Herod, who was his grandfa- 
ther, had reigned, that is, Judea and Samaria ; 
and this he restored to him as due to his family. 
But for Abilaf of Lyaanias, and all that lay at 
Mount Libanus, he bestowed them upon him, as 
out of his own territories. He also made a league 
with this Agrippa, confirmed by oaths, in the mid- 
dle of the forum, in the city of Rome : he also 
took away from Ajitiochos that kingdom which he 
was possessed of, but gave him a certain part of 
Cilicia and Commagena : he also set Alexander 
Lysimachus, the alabarch, at liberty, who had been 
his old friend, and steward to his mother Antonia, 
but had been imprisoned by Caius, whose son 
[Marcus] married Bemice, the daughter of Agrip- 
pa. But when Marcus, Alexander's son, was dead, 
who had married her when she was a virgin, 
Agrippa gave her in marriage to his brother He- 
lod, and begged for him of Claudius the kingdom 
of Chalds. 
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2. Now, about this time there waa a sedition be- 
tween the Jews and the Greeks, at the city of Alex- 
andria ; for, when Caius was dead, the natkHi «i 
the Jews, which hadabeen very mudi hum I ill ul 
under the reign of Caius, and reduced to rery ^t t ■! 
distress by the people of Alexandria, recovered it- 
self, and immediatdy took up their arms to fi^lit 
for themselves. So Chmdius sent an order to tiM 
president of Egs^pt, to quiet that tumult ; he wdaa 
sent an edict, at the request of long Agrippa and 
king Herod, both to Alexandria and to Syria, wlioee 
contents were as follows : — ^ Tiberius CUiadiaa 
Caaear Augustus Grermaniens, high-prieat, and tri- 
bune of the people, ordains thus : — Since I am as- 
sured that the slews of Alexandria, called Alexan- 
drians, have been joint inhabitants in the earnest 
times with the Alexandllans, and have obtained 
from theur kings equal privileges with them, aa ia 
evident by the public records that are in their pos- 
session, and the edicts themselves ; and that aiher 
Alexandria had been subjected to oar empire bjr 
Augustus, their rights and privileges have been 
preserved by those presidents who have at diretm 
times been sent tliitner ; and that no dispute had 
been raised about those rights and privilcj^es^ even 
when Aquib was eovemor of Alexandria; and 
that when the Jewiui ethnareh was dead, Aumtos 
did not prohibit the making such ethnaicSs, as 
willing that all men should be so subject f to the 
Romans] as to continue in the observation oif their 
own customs, and not be forced to tran iigie s s tha 
ancient rules of their own country reli^on ; but 
that, in the time of Caius, the AJexandriana be- 
came insolent to the Jews that were among them, 
which Caius, out of his great madness, and want 
of understanding, reduced the nation of the Jews 
very low, because they would not trs mgi^w the 
religious wortthip of their country, and caU him a 
god : I will, therefore, that the nation of the Jews 

be not deprived of their rights and privileges, on 
account of tlie madness of Cains ; but that those 
rights and privileges, which they formeriy enjoyed, 
he preserved to them, and that they may continue 
in their own customs. And I charge both parties 
to take very great care that no troubles may arise 
after the promulgation of this edict" 

3. And such were the contents of this edict on 
behalf of the Jews, that was sent to Alexandria. 
But the edict that was sent into the other parts of 
the habitable earth was this whieh follows :— ^ Ti- 
berius Claudius Caesar Augustus Gennaaieus, 
high-prieet, tribune of the people, chosen eoasal 
the second time, ordains thus : — Upon the petition 
of king Agrippa and king Herod, who are persona 
very dear to me, that I would grant the same rights 
and privileges should be preserved to ^e Jews 
which are in all the Roman empire, which I have 
granted to those of Alexandria, I venr willingly 
comply therewith ; and this grant I make not only 
for the sake of the petitioners, but as judging those 
Jews for whom I have been petitioned, worthy of 
such a favour, on account of their fidelity and 
friendship to tlie Romans. 1 thuik it also very 
just that no Grecian city should be deprived of saeb 
rights and privileges, since they were preserved ts 
them under the great Augustus. It wUl therefore 
be fit to permit the Jews, who are in all the world 
under us, to keep their ancient customs without 
being hindered so to do. And I do charge them 
also to use this my kindness to them with modera- 
tion, and not to show a contempt of the tuperati- 
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tioas obeenrances of other nations, but to keep their 
tmn laws only. And I will that this decree of 
mine be engraven on tables by the iftagistraies of 
iht cities and colonies, and municipal places, both 
those within Italy and those without it, both kings 
and govemoni, by the means of the ambasaadors, 
and to have them exposed to the public for full 
thirty days, in such a place, whence it may plainly 
be read from the ground."* 



CHAPTER VI. 

WHAT THIlfOS WKRB DOXB BT A6RIPPA AT JBBUSA- 
LBM WHBIV HB WAS &ETUBNBD BACK INTO JUDBA ; 
AND WHAT IT WAS THAT PBTRONIUS WBOTB TO 
THB INHABITANTS OF DOBIS, IN BBUALF OF THB 
JBW8. 

§ 1. Now Claudius Caesar, by these decrees of his 
which were sent to Alexandria and to all the habi- 
table earth, made known what opinion he had of 
the Jews. So he soon sent Agrippa away to take 
his kingdom, now he was advanced to a more illiu- 
trious mgnity than before, and sent letters to the 
presidentB and procurators of the provinces, that 
they should treat him very kindly. Accordingly, 
he returned in haste, as was likely he would, now 
he returned in much greater prosperity than he 
had before. He also came to Jerusalem and offer- 
ed all the sacrifices that belonged to him, and 
emitted nothing which the law required ;t on which 
account he ordered that many of the Nazarites 
should have their heads shorn. And for the golden 
ehaan which had been given him by Caius, of equal 
weight with that iron chain wherewith his royal 
hands had been bound, he hung it up within the 
limits of the temple, over the treasunrj: that it 
might be a memoruil of the severe fate he had lain 
under, and a testimony of his change for the better ; 
that it might be a demonstration how the greatest 
prosperity may have a &11, and that God sometimes 
raises what is fallen down : for this chain thus de- 
dicated, afforded a document to all men, that king 
Agrippa had been once bound in a chain for a smaU 
cause, but recovered his former dignity again ; and 
a little while afterwards got out of his l^nds, and 
was adTanoed to be a more illustrious king than he 
wa^before. Whence men may understand, that 
all that partake of human nature, how ereat soever 
they are, may &11 ; and that thoee that &11 may gain 
their former illustrious dignity again. 

2. And when Agrippa had entirely finished all 
the duties of the divine worship, he removed Theo- 
philtts, the son of Auanus, from the high^priest- 
nood, and bestowed that honour of his on Simon, 
the son of Boethus, whose name was also Canthe- 
ras, whose daughter kiiu^ Herod had married, as I 
have related above. Simon, therefore, had the 
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[high] priesthood with his brethren, and with hi^ 
£ather, in like manner as the sons of Simon, the 
son of Onias, who were three, had it formerly undei 
the government of the Macedonians, as we have 
reUted in a former book. 

3. When the kinff had settled the high-priesthood 
after this manner, he returned the kindness whieh 
the mhabitants of Jerusalem had shown him ; for 
he released them finm the tax upon houses, every 
one of whom paid it before, thinking it a good thing 
to requite the tender affection of those that loved 
him. He also made Sihts the general of his forces, 
as a man who had partaken with him in many of 
his troubles. But after a very little while, the 
voung men of Doris, preferring a rash attempt 
before piety, and being naturally bold and insolent, 
carried a statue of Cnsar into a synagogue of the 
Jews, and erected it there. This procedure of 
theirs greatly provoked Agrippa ; for it pUunly 
tended to the dissolution of the Uws of his countiy. 
So he came without delay to Publlus Petronius, 
who was then president ^of Syria, and accused the 
people of Doris. Nor did he less resent what was 
done than did Agrippa ; for he judged it a piece df 
impiety to transgress the laws thatreguUte the 
actions of men. So he wrote the following letter to 
the people of Doris, in an ansTry stram : — ** Publius 
Petronius, the president under Tiberius CUudius 
CsBsar Augustus Germaniciu, to the magistrates of 
Doris, ordains as foUows : — Since some of you have 
had the boldness, or madness rather, after the edict 
of Claudius CsBsar Augustus Germanicus was pub- 
lished, for permitting the Jews to observe the laws 
of their country, not to obey the same, but have 
acted in entire opposition thereto, as forbidding the 
Jews to assemble together in the synagogue, by re- 
moving CiBsar's statue, and setting it up therein, 
and thereby have offended not only the Jews, but 
the emperor himself, whose statue is more commo- 
diously placed in his own temple than in a foreign 
one, where is the place of assembling together ; 
while it is but a part of natural justice, that every 
one should have the power over the place belong- 
ing peculiarly to themselves, according to the de- 
termination of CsBsar, — to sav nothing of my own 
determination, which it would be ridiculous to men- 
tion after the empeh>r'8 edict, which gives the Jews 
leave to make use of their own customs, as also 
gives order that they enjoy equally the rights of 
citizens with the Greeks themselves, — I therefore 
ordain, that Proculus Yitellius, the centurion, 
bring thoee men to me, who, contrary to Augus- 
tus's edict, have been so insolent as to do this thmg, 
at which those very men who appear to be of prin- 
cipal reputation among them, have an indignation 
also, and allege for themselves that it was not done 
with their consent, but by the violence of the mul- 
titude, that they might give an account of what 
hath been done. I also exhort the principal ma- 
gistrates among them, unless they have a mind to 
have this action esteemed to be done with thev 
consent, to inform the centurion of those that were 
guilty of it, and take care that no handle be hence 
taken for raising a sedition or quarrel among them^ 
which those seem to me to hunt after, who encou- 
rage such doings ; while both I myself, and king 
Agrippa, for whom T have the highest honour, 
liave nothing more under our care uian that the 
nation of the Jews may have no occasion given 
them of getting together, under the pretence of 
avenging themselves, and become tumultuous. 
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And that it may be more publicly known what 
Augustus hath resolved upon this whole matter, I 
have subjoined those edicts which he hath lately 
caused to be published at Alexandria, and which, 
although they may be well known to all, yet did 
king Agrippa, for whom I have the highest honour, 
read them at that time before my tribunal, and 
pleaded that the Jews ought not to be deprived of 
those rights which Augustus ^th granted them. 
I therefore charge you, that you do not, for the 
time to come, seek for any occasion of sedition or 
disturbance, but that every one be allowed to fol- 
low their own religious customs." 

4. Thus did Petronius take care of this matter, 
that such a breach of the law might be corrected, 
and that no such thing might be attempted after- 
wards ag&inst the Jews. And now king Agrippa 
took the [high] priesthood away from Simon Om- 
tlieras, and put Jonathan, the son of Ananua, into 
it again, and owned that he was more worthy of 
that dignity than the other. But this was not a 
thing acceptable to him, to recover that his former 
dignity. So he refused it, and said, "O Idngl I 
rejoice in the honour that thou hast for me, and 
take it kindly that thoa wouldst give me such a 
dignity of thy own inolinations, although God hath 

i'udged that I am not at all worthy of the high-priest- 
lood. I am satisfied with having onoe put on the 
■acred garments ; for I then put them on after a 
more holy manner than I should now reoeive them 
again. Bat, if thoa desirest that a person more' 
wurtliy than myself should have this honourable 
employment, give me leave to name thee such a 
one. I have a brother that is pure from all sin 
against God, and of all offences against thyself ; I 
recommend him to thee, aa one that is fit for this 
dignity." So the king was pleased with these 
words of his, and passed by Jonathan, and accord- 
ding to his brother's desire, bestowed the high- 
Driesthood upon Mattliias. Nor was it long before 
MarouB succeeded Petronios, as president of Syria. 



CHAPTER VIL 

OOMCBRNIMO 8ILA8,— AMD ON WHAT ACCOUNT IT WAS 
THAT KINO AGRIPPA WAS ANOaT AT HIM. HOW 
AOaiPFA BBOAM TO BN00MPAS8 JERU8ALBM WITH A 
WALL ; AMD WHATBBNEP1T8 UB BKSTOWBD ON THB 
INHABITANTS OF BB&YTUS. 

§ 1. Now Silas, the general of the king's horse, be- 
cause he had been faithful to liim under all his 
ui^urtunes, and had never refused to be a partaker 
with him in any of his dangers, but had oftentunes 
vndergone the most haaardous dangers for him, 
was fail of assurance, and thought he might ex- 
peot a sort of equality with the king, on sccount of 
the firmness of tue Jriendahip he had shown to him. 
Acoordingly, he would nowhere let the king sit as 
bis superior, and took the like liberty in speaking 
to hiui upon all occasions, till he became trouble- 
some to the king, when they were mei'ry together, 
extolling himself beyond measure, and oft putting 
the king in mind of the severity <rf fortune he had 
undergone, that he might by way of ostentation 
demonstrate what zeal he bad shown in his ser- 
vice ; and was oontinually harping upon this string, 
what pains he had taken for him, and much en- 
larged still upon that subject. The repetition of 



this so frequently seemed to reproach tlie king, in* 
somuch that he took this ungovernable liberty ot 
talking very Mil at his hands. For the commemo- 
ration of times, when men have been under ignomi- 
ny, is by no means agreeable to them ; and he is 
a very silly man, who is perpetually relating to » 
person what kindness he had done him. At last 
therefore, Silas had so thoroughly provoked the 
king's indignation, that he acted rather out of pas- 
sion than good consideration, and did not only turn 
Silas out of his place, as general of his horse, but 
sent him in bonds into his own country. But the 
edge of his anger wore off by length of time, and 
made room for more just reasonings as to his judg- 
ment about this man ; and he considered how ma- 
ny labours he. had undergone for his sake. So 
when Agrippa was solemnizing his birth-day, and 
he gave festival entertainments to all his subjecby 
he sent for Silas on the sudden to be bis guest. 
But, as he was a very frank man, he thought he 
had now a just handle given him to be angry ; 
which he could not conceal from those that cams 
for him, but said to them, ** Wliat honour is this 
the king invites me to, which I conclude will soon 
be over I For the king hath- not let me keep those 
original marks of the good-will I bore him, whidi 
1 once had from him ; but he hath plundered me, 
and that unjustly also. Does he think that I can 
leave off that liberty of speech, which, upon the 
consciousness of my deserts, 1 shall use more loudly 
tlian before, and sliall relate how many misfortunes 
I have delivered him from 1 how many labours I 
have undergone for him, whereby I procured him 
deliverance knd respect 1 as a reward for whidi I 
have borne the hardhhips of bonds and a dark pri- 
son 1 I shall never forget this usage. Nay, per- 
haps, my very soul, when it u departed out of the 
body, will not forget the glorious actkuis I did on 
his acoount." Tins was Uie clamour he made ; and 
he ordered tlie messengers to tell it to the king. 
So he perceived that Sih^ was incurable in his foUyi 
and still suffered him to lie in prison. 

2. As for the walls of Jerusalem, that were ad- 
joining to the new city [Bezetha], he repaired them 
at the expense of the j>ublic, and built them wider 
in breadth and higher in altitude ; and he had nuide 
them too strong for all human power to demolish, 
unless Marcus, the then president of Syria, had by 
letter informed Claudius Cseaar of what he was do- 
ing. And when Claudius had some suspicion of 
attempts for innovation, he sent to Agrippa to leave 
off tlie building of those walls presently. So he 
obeyed, as not thinking it proper to contradict 
Claudius. 

3. Now, this king was by nature very beneficent 
and liberal in his gifts, and very ambitious to oblige 
people with such large donations ; and be made 
himself very illustrious by the many chargeable 
presents he made thenu He took delight in giving, 
and rejoiced in living with good reputation. He 
was not at all like that Hen^who reigned before 
him ; for tluit Herod was ill-natured, and severe 
in hts punishments, and had no mercy on them 
that he bated ; and everv one perceived that he 
was more friendly to the Greeks than to the Jews ; 
for he adorned foreign cities with large presents 
in money ; with building them baths and theatres 
besides ; nay, in some of those places, he erected 
temples, and porticoes in others ; but he did not 
vouchsafe to raise one of tlie least edifices in any 
Jewish dty, or make them any donation that was 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



CHAP. vin. 



ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 



427 



worth mentioning. But Agrippa's temper was 
mild, and equally liberal to all men. He was 
humane to foreigners, and made them sensible of 
his liberality. He was in like manner rather of 
a gentle and compassionate temper. Accordingly, 
he loved to live eontinually at Jerusalem, and was 
exactly careful in the observance of the laws of his 
country. He therefore kept himself entirely pure : 
nor did any day pass over his head without its ap- 
pointed sacrifice. 

4. However, there was a certain man of the Jew- 
ish nation «t Jerusalem, who appeared to be very 
accurate in the knowledge of the law. His name 
was Simon. This man got togetlier an assembly, 
while the king was absent at Cesarea, and had the 
insolence to accuse him as not living holily, and 
that he might justly be excluded out of the temple, 
since it belonged only to native Jews. But the ge- 
neral of Agrippa's army informed him, that Simon 
had made such a speech to the people. So the 
king sent for him ; and, as he was then sitting in 
ilie theatre, he bade him sit down by him, and said 
to him with a low and gentle voice, — ^ What is there 
done in this place tlmt is contrary to the law t" 
But be had nothing to say for himself, but begged 
his pardon. So the king was more easily recon- 
ciled to him than one could have imagined, as es- 
teeming mildness a better quality in a king than 
anger ; and knowing that moderation is more be- 
coming in great men than passion. So he made 
Simon a email present, and dismissed him. 

5, Now, as Agrippa was a great builder in many 
places, he paid a peculiar regard to the people of 
Berytus : for he erected a theatre for them, supe- 
rior to many others of that sort, both in sumptu- 
ousness and elegance, as also an amphitheatre, bnilt 
at vast expenses ; and besides these, he built them 
baths and porticoes, and spared for no costs in any 
of his edifices, to render them both handsome and 
large. He also spent a great deal upon their dedi- 
cation, and exhibited shows upon them, and brought 
thither musicians of all sorts, and such as made 
the most delightful music of the greatest variety. 
He also showed his magnificence upon the theatre, 
in his great number of gladiators ; and there it was 
that he exhibited the several antagonists, in order 
to please the spectators ; no fewer indeed than se- 
ven hundred men to fight with seven hundred 
other men ;* and allottMl all the malefactors he 
had for this exercise, that both the malefactors 
might receive their punishment, and that this oper- 
ation of war might be a recreation in peace. And 
thus were these criminals all destroyed at once. 



of Chalcis. All these he treated with agreeable 
entertamments, and after an obliging manner, and 
so as to exhibit the greatness of his mind, — and so 
as to appear worthy of those respects which tlie 
kings paid to him, by coming thus to see him. 
However, while these kings staid with him, Marcus, 
the president of Syria, came thither. So the king, 
in order to preserve the respect that was due to the 
Romans, went out of the city to meet him, as far 
as seven furlongs. But this proved to be the be- 
ginning of a difference between him and Marcus ; 
for he took with him in his chariot those other 
kings as his assessors. - But Marcus had a suspi- 
cion what the meaning could be of so great a friend- 
ship of these kings one with another, and did not 
think so close an agreement of so many potentates 
to be for the interest of the Romans. He therefore 
sent some of his domestics to every one of them, 
.and enjoined them to go their ways home without 
further delay. This was very ill taken by Agrippa, 
who after that became his enemy. And now he 
took the high-priesthood away from Matthias, and 
made Elioneua^ the son of Cantheras, high- priest in 
his stead. 

2. Now, when Agrippa had reigned three years 
over all Judea, he came to the city Cesarea, which 
was formerly called Strato's Tower ; and there he 
exhibited shows in honour of Caesar, upon his being 
informed that there was a certain festival celebrated 
to make vows for his safety. At which festival, a 
great multitude was gotten together of the princi- 
pal persons, and such as were of dignity through 
his province. On the second day of which ehows 
he put on a garment made wholly of silver, and of 
a contexture truly wonderful, aind came into the 
theatre early in the morning ; at which time the 
silver of his garment being illuminated by the fresh 
reflection of the sun's rays upon it, shone out after 
a surprising manner, and was so resplendent as to 
sprea4 a horror over those that looked intently 
upon him : and presently his flatterers cried out, 
one from one place, and another from another 
(though not for his goed), that he was a god : and 
they added, ** Be thou merdful to us ; for although 
we have hitherto reverenced thee only as a man, 
yet shall we henceforth own thee as superior to 
mortal nature." Upon this the king did neither 
rebuke them, nor reject their impious flattery. 
But, as he presently afterwards looked up, he saw 
an owl* sitting on. a certain rope over his head, and 

• W« have » mighty ay made here by Mm* crlttea, m if Ui« gnat 
Eiueblttn hMl on purpoM (Uaiflad thb aooountoT JoMphua, m as tonwlw 



CHAPTER VIII. 

WHAT OTHX& AOra WBRB DONB BT AOBIPPA UlfTIL 
HJ8 DBATH ; AND AFTBB WHAT MANNBR HB I>I£D. 

§ 1. When Agrippa had finished what I have 
above related at Berytus, he removed to Tiberias, 
a city of Galilee. Now he was in great esteem 
among other kings. Accordingly there came to 
him Antiochus, king of Commagena, Sampsigera- 
mns, king of Emesa, and Cotys, who was king of 
the lesser Armenia, and Polemo, who was king of 
Pontus, as also Herod his brother, who was king 

» A stnqge ntnnlier of eondmned orimlnab to be uadcr smttaM of 
death at ooOT i no fttwar. It M«nu» ibaa 1«W I 



It acne with the paialkl account in th« Aou of the Apostka j 

the pNwnt ODplM of his citation of it, Ulat. Seoles. b. ii. ch. a. cult ih« 

words pOV^VCt^Vi (TXOtytOyTtVOS, I. a. an mMT—m a err. 
Ma npe, which Jowphiu's prweot oopte* latalo, and only have tha •«. 
pllcatory word dyycXoV, or angel { as if ha mcaat that amg»l 9f tht 
Lard which St. LuIm tnantions as smiting Harod, Aots xil. iO, and not 
that owl wliiah Jossplius oallad an omgtl or mummm, ^rmtrljf qf good^ 
hmt Niw qf Aorf a«f*«, to Agrippa. This aeoumttonls a wnmewiiat stranga 
one in the ease of the great Kuseblus, who is known to hare to aoeumuly 
and fklthfltily produced a vast niamber of other ancient record^ partU 
eularly not a ftw oat of oar Joeapbus alM>, without suspieioa of pi«v». 
itoattoa. Now, not to allago how uncertain we are whether Joeephus's 



oopies or the Amrth century were Jnst like the pre s e n t ia 
thii eianae, whksh we have no distinct aridcnce of, the following worde^ 

" -'"in Kusebius, will not admit of any such exposition: 

« .. . . _. — ._ pjnKivef* '- •" "*-- 

to him i' 



This fbiidj (says EomUus) Agrippa preeenily paraeived to ba the 
uueoTiUforttinepasit wasonoeofgood Ibrtune. ~ *^' ^ ^•- 



only belong 10 that bird, the ow/p which as it had ft . . 

happy dtfUvcranee fkum impriaoomcai, Antiq. b. xviii. oh. vL sent. 7, 
so was it then foretold to prove afterward the unhappy fbrsrunner el 
his death in Ave dayV time. If the improper words slgnlfjing csum^ 
be ehangwl te Josephus^ proper word ttyycXoV, angel or s 



and tha fen«olng woids fiov^Va cVl (TXlViOV TUfOSy bo 

instfted, Busebitts'* text will truly rcpresaaft that la Joae|riia>. Ra4 
this imperfeetion been in some heathen author that was in good eeteen 
with our modem critics, they wouM have readily corrvctad these aa 
taarOy errota in the ooples; but being In an aaoient Ohristiaa wriMT 
nut so well relished by many of thoee eritlcs, aothlna wlU servo bttt th« 
Ul-groundod suppoeal of Mri(/W t w r iap tte a and pmrnrtealh*. 
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immediately imdentood tliat this bird waa ttie me»- 
flenger of ill tidings, as it had once been the mes- 
senger of good tidings to him ; and fell into the 
deepest sorrow. A severe pain also arose in his 
belly, and began in a most violent manner. He 
therefore looked npon his friends, and said, ** I, 
whom you call a god, am commanded presently to 
depart tlys life ; while Providence thus reproves 
the lying words you just now said to me ; and I, 
who was by you called immortal, am immediately 
to be hurried away by death. But I am bound to 
accept of what Providence allots, as it pleases God ; 
for we have by no means lived ill, but in a splen- 
did and happy manner." When he had said this, 
his pain was become violent. Accordingly he was 
carried into the palace ; and the rumour went 
abroad everywhere, that he would certainly die in 
a iittie time. But the multitude presently sat in 
sackcloth, with their wives and children, after the- 
law of their country, and besought God for the 
king's recoverv. All places were also full of 
moumlne and lamentation. Now the king rested 
in a high chamber, and as he saw them below 
lying prostrate on the ground, he could not himself 
forbear weeping. And when he had been quite 
worn odt by the pain in his belly for five days, he 
departed this life, being in the fifty-fourth year of 
hid age, and the seventh year of his reign ; for he 
reigned four years under Gains GfiBsar, three of 
them were over Philip's tetrarohy only, and on the 
fourth he had that of Herod added to it ; and he 
reigned besides those, three years under the reign 
of Claudius Caesar : in which time he reigned over 
the fore-mentioned countries, and also Imd Judea 
added to them, as also Samaria and Cesarea. The 
revenues that he received out of them were very 
ffreat, no less than twelve millions of drachmas.* 
Yet did he borrow great sums from others ; for he 
was so very liberal, that his expenses exceeded his 
incomes ; and his generosity was boundless.f 
. 3. But before the multitude were nuule acquaint- 
ed with Agrippa's being expired, Herod the king 
of Chalds, and Heldas the master of his horse, 
and the king's friend, sent Aristo, one of the king's 
most fiuthful servants, and slew Silas; who had 
been their enemy, as if it had been done by the 
king's own command. 



CHAPTER IX. 

what things webx donb ▲ptfib thb death of 
aobippa; and how cz^udius, on account op 

THB YOUTH AND UN8KILFULNE8S OF AORIPPA, 
JUNIOR, SENT CU8PIUS FADU8 TO BB PB0CUBAT0& 
OF JUDBA, AND OF THB BNTI&B KINQDOM. 

$ 1. And thus did king Agrippa depart this life. 
But he left behind him a son, Agrippa by name, a 
youth in the seventeenth year of his age, and three 

• Thl« Mm of tw«lT« nllt'oat of dnehnuip wbtoh to Moal to thnt 
milUooa oTslMlwIa, U e. at 9.. lod • ibelMl, cqwal to torn buodnd md 
twent7>flT« thownd poaiid« •tarliag, wm Acripp* the OrMfa yearly 
IncoDM, or abeal thrM qiiartcn of hi* gnndmthnr Horod't Idoodm. he 
iMTlogabftlod tiM tJts upon hooMS at Jwniatoiii, eh. ▼!. wet. 8| and 
was not eo tyrannical as Herod had been to the Jew*. See the note on 
Antiq. h. svU. eh. sL iMrt. 4. A hufe nun thle I but not. It koenu, luf. 
floleot ft* his evtraTagant expenaea. 

t Bakad takes noUee here, not Improperly, that Joesphoe omits the 
rsoondllatkn of thto Herad Agrippa, to the Tyrians and Sidoulaas, by 
the means or Blastus the UaT" elMmbvbdn. mentioned Aeto xU. 90. 
Vor lethere any hl>tan In the world ao eomp)ete, as to omit nothing 
that other btotarlans take noUee of, onkn the one be taken out of the 
-*elt. 



daughters, one of whom, Bcmice, was married to 
Herod, his father's brother, and was sixteen years 
old ; the other two, Mariamne and Dmsilla, were 
■till virgins ; the former was ten years old, and 
Drusilhi six. Now these his daughters were thus 
espoused by theur father; Manamne to Julias 
Archelans Epiphanes, the son of Antiochus, tiie 
son of Chelcias ; and Drusilla to the son of Gom- 
magena. But when it was known that Agrippa. 
was departed this life, the inhabitants of Cesarea 
and of Sebaste forgot the kindnesses he had be- 
stowed on them, and acted the part of the bitterest 
enemies ; for they cast such reproaches upon tiie 
deceased as are not fit to be spoken of : and so 
many of them as were then soldiers, which were a 
great number, went to his house, and hastily car- 
ried off the statues:]: of this king's daughters, and 
all at once carried them into the brothel-houses, 
and when they had set them on the tops of those 
houses, they abused them to the utmost of their 
power, and did such things to them as are too in- 
decent to be related. Tney also laid themselves 
down in the public places, and celebrated general 
feastings, with garlands on their heads, and with 
ointments and libations to Charon, and drinking to 
one another for joy that the king was expired. 
Nay, they were not only unmindful of Agrippa, 
who had extended his liberality to them in abund- 
ance, but of his grandfadier Herod also, who had 
himself rebuilt tiieir cities, and had raised them 
haveps and temples at vast expenses. 

2 . Now Agrippa, the son of the deceased, was at 
B«me, and brought up with CUudius Ccssar. And 
when CsBsar was informed that Agrippa was d«id, 
and that the inhabitants of Sebaste and Cesarea 
had abused him, he was sorry for the first news, 
and was displeased with the ingratitude of those 
cities. He was therefore disposed to send Agrippa, 
junior, away presentiy to succeed his father in the 
kingdom, and was willing to confirm him in it by 
his oath. But those freemen and friends of hta 
who had the greatest authority with him, dissuaded 
him from it, and said that it was a dangerous ex- 
periment to permit so large a kingdom to come 
under the government of so very young a man, 
and one hardly yet arrived at the years of discre- 
tion, who would not be able to take sufficient care 
of its administration ; while the weight of a king- 
dom is heavy enough to a grown man. So Gesar 
thought what they said to l^ r oaso nabla — ^Accord- 
ingly he sent Cuspios Fadua to be procurator of 
Judea, and of the entire kingdom, and paid that 
respect to the deceased as not to introduce Marcus, 
who had been at variance with him, into his king- 
dom. But he determined, in the first place, to 
send orders to Fadus, that he should chastise the 
inhabitants of Cesarea and Sebaste for those abuses 
they had offered to him that was deceased, and 
their madness towards his daughters that were still 
alive ; and that he should remove that body of 
soldiers that were at Cesarea and Sebaste, with the 
five regiments, into Pontus, that they might do 
their military duty there, and that he should choose 
an equal number of soldiers out of the Roman 
legions that were in Syria, to supply their place. 
Yet were not those that had such oiders actually 
removed ; for b^ sending ambassadors to Claudius, 
they mollified him, and got leave to abide in Judea 



basely abased by the 



made an extaaet ont of thto ieotlaa, Hoa, ti 
Imagee, bat the kdles thsmaslva^ who e 
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ptill ; and these were the very men that became 
the Bonroe of very great eaUunitiee to the Jews in 
ftfter-timee, and sowed the seeds of that war which 
began under Floras ; whenoe it was that, when 



Yespasian had subdued the oountiy, he remoyed 
them out of his proTinoe^ as we shidl reUte here- 
after.* 
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BOOK XX. 

OOliTAlNINO THB INTB&TAL OF TWBMTT-TWO T B A B 8. 

mOH FADUS THE PROCURATOR TO FLORUS. 



§ 



CHAPTER L 

▲ BBDITION OF THB PHILAOBLPHIANB AOAIMST THB 
JBWS ; AMD ALSO OONCBBIfllfO TBB TJISTMBNTS OF 
THB HIQB-PBIBST. 



} 1. Upon the death of king Asrippa, which we 
have related in the foregoing book, Claudius Ceesar 
sent Gssains Longmus as successor to Marensy out 
of regard to the memory of king Agrippay who had 
often dedred of him by letters, whUe ne was alive, 
that be would not suffer Mareus to be any longer 
president of Syria. But Fadns, as soon as he was 
come procurator into Judea, found quarrelsome 
doings between the Jews that dwelt in Ferea and 
the people of Philadelphia, about thmr borders, at 
a Tillage called Mia, that was filled with men of a 
warlike temper ; for the Jews of Perea had taken 
1^ arms without the consent of their principal men, 
and had destroyed many of Uie Pniladelphians. 
When Fadus was informed of this procedure, it 
iroT(4ed him very much that they had not left the 
letermination of the matter to him, if they thought 
that the Philadelphians had done them any wrong, 
but had rashly taken up arms against them. & 
he sailed upon three of their principal men, who 
were also the causes of this sedition, and oidered 
them to be bound, and afterward had one c^ them 
alain, whose name was Hannibal ; and he banished 
the other two^ Amram and Eleazar ; Tholomy also, 
the arch robber, was, after some time, brousht to 
him bound, and shun, but not till he had done a 
world of mischief to Idumea and the Arabians. 
And indeed, from that time, Judea was cleared of 
robberies bv the care and proTidence of Fadus. 
He also at this time sent for the high-priests and 
the principal dtisens of Jerusalem, and this at the 
eommand of the emperor, and admonished them^ 
that they should lay up the long garment and the 
sacred vestment, which it is customary for nobody 
but the high^rieet to wear, in the tower of Anto- 
niay that it might be under the power of the Ro- 
muu, as it had been formerly. Now the Jews 
durst not contradict what he had said, but desired 
Fadus, however, and Longinus Twhich last was 
oome to Jerusalem, and had brougiit a great army 



with him, out of a fear that the [rigid] injunctions 
of Fadua should foroe the Jews to rebel), that they 
mighty in the first place, have leave to send ambas- 
■adon to Gnsar, to petition him that they might 
have the holy vestments under their own power ; 



and that, in the next pUoe, the^ would tarry till 
they knew what answer CUndins would give to 
that their request So they replied, that they 
would give them leave to send their ambassadors^ 
provideid they would five them their sons as pledges 
[for their peaceable behaviour]. And when they 
had agreed so to do, and had given them the 
pledges they desired, the ambasBadors were sent 
accordingly. But when, upon their coming to 
Rome, Agrippa, junior, the son of the deoeased, 
understood the reason why they came (for he dwelt 
with Claudius CfiBsar, as we said before), he be- 
sought Ceesar to grant the Jews thev request about 
the holy vestments, and to send a message to Fadus 
aoeordmgly. 

2. Hereupon Claudius called for the ambassa- 
dors, and told them that he granted their request ; 
and bade them to return their thanks to Agrippa 
for this &vour which had been bestowed on them 
upon his entreaty. And, besides these answers of 
his^ he sent the following letter by them : ** Clau* 
dius Cnsar, Germanicus, tribune of the people the 
fifth time, and designed consul the fourth time, 
and imperator the tenth time, the father of his 
country, to the magistrates, senate, and people, 
and the whole nation of the Jews, sendeth greetmg. 
Upon the representation of your ambassadors to me 
by Agrippa my friend, whom I have brought up, 
and luve now with me, and who is a person of very 
great piety, who are oome to give me thanks for the 
care I have taken of your natiou, and to entreat me, 
in an earnest and obUging manner, that they may 
have the holy vestments, with the crown belonging 
to them, under their power^ — I grant their request, 
as that excellent person Yitellius, who is very dear 
to me, had done before me. And I have complied 
with your desire, in the first place, out <tf regard 
to that piety which I pr^ass, and because I would 
have eveiy one worsm^Sod according to the laws 
of their own country ; and this I do idso, because 
I shall herebv highly gratify king Herod and Agrip- 
pa, junior, whose saerod reffards tome, and earnest 
good-will to yQu, I am weU acquainted with, and 
with whom I have the greatest 'friendship, and 
whom I highly esteem, and look on as persons of 
the best character. Now I have written about 
these affairs to Cuspius Fadus, my procurator. 
The names of those that brought me your letter 
are Comeliusy the son of Cero, Tiypho, the son of 
Theudio, Docotheus, the son of Nathaniel, and 

• Thto bMofy W now WMSlag. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



430 



ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWB. 



BOOK XX. 



John, the eon of John. This is dated before the 
fourth of the calends of Julj, when Rafus and 
Pompeios Sylvanus are consuls <*' 

8. Herod also, the brother of the deceased 
Agrippa, who was then possessed of the royal au- 
thority orer Chalcis, petitioned Claudius Ceraar for 
the authority over the temple, and the money of 
the sacred treasure, and the choice of the high- 
priests, and obtained all that he petitioned for. So 
that after that time this authority continued among 
ill his descendants till the end of the war.* Ao- 
eordingly Herod removed the last high-priest, 
called Cantheras, and bestowed that dignity on his 
successor Joseph, the son of Gamus. 



CHAPTER II. 

HOW HELENA, THE QUEEN OF ADIABENB, AND HSK 
SON IZATE8, BHBKACED THE JEWISH BBLIOION ; 
AND HOW HELENA SUPPLIED THBPOOB WITH COBN, 
WIIBN THESE WAS A Q&EAT FAMINE AT JSBUSALS& 

{ 1. About this time it was that Helena, queen of 
Adiabene, and her eon Izates, changed tlieir course 
of life, and embraced the Jewish customs, and this 
on the occasion following :*— Monobazns, the king 
of Adiabene, who had alM> the name of Bazeus, fell 
in bve with his sister Helena, and took her to be 
his wife, and begat her with child. But as he was 
in bed with her one night, he laid his hand upon his 
wife's belly, and fell asleep, and seemed to hear a 
▼oice, which bade him take his hand off his wife's 
belly, and not to hurt the infant that was Uierein, 
which, by God's providence, would be safely born, 
and have a happy end. This voice put him into 
disorder ; so db awaked immediately, and told the 
story to his wife ; and when his son was bora, he 
ealled him Ixates. He had indeed Monobazus, his 
elder brother, by Helena also, as he had other sons 
by other wives besides. Yet did he openly place 
all his affections on this his only begottenf son 
Icates, which was tho origin of that envy which his 
other brethren, by the same father, bore to him ; 
while on this account they hated him more and 
more, and were all under great affliction that their 
father should prefer Izates belore them all Now, 
although their father was very sensible of these 
their passions, yet did he forgive them, as not in- 
dulging those passions out of an ill disposition, but 
out of a desire each of them had to be beloved by 
their father. However, he sent Izates, with many 
presents, to Abennerig, the king of Charax-Spasi- 
ni, and that out of the great dread he was in about 
him, lest he should come to some misfortune by the 
hatred ius brethren bore him ; and he committed 
his aon'if preservation to him. Upon which Aben- 
Aong gladly received th^young man, and had a 
great affectbn for him, and married him to his 
own daughter, whose name was Samacha : he also 
bestowed a country upon him, from which ho re^ 
oeived large revenues. 



• H«n to woM OTior In tlM Mplw. or mtotak* Id 
pOfw«r or appolttttng high.priMU, after Herod king of 
fBdAfripMjiml<irwa«nMii 1(111* or ChalotoliillB _ _-_ 
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2. But when Monobazus was grown old, and saw 
that he had but a little time to live, he had a mind 
to come to the sight of his son before he died. So 
he sent for him, and embraced him after the most 
affectionate manner, and bestowed on him tlie coun- 
try called CarrsB ; it was a soil that bare amomnm 
in great plenty : there was also in it the remains of 
that ark, wherein it is related that Noah escaped 
the deluge, and where they are stUl shown to such 
as are desirous to see them^^ Accordingly Izates 
abode in that countiy until his father's death. But 
the very day that Monobazus died, queen Helena 
sent for all the grandees and governors of tho 
kmgdom, and for those that had the armies com- 
mitted to their command ; and when they were 

oomcyshe made the following speech to them ; 

•< I believe you are not unacquainted that my hus- 
band was desirous that Izates should succeed him 
m the government, and thought him worthy so to 
do. However, I wait your determination ; for, 
happy IS he who receives a kingdom, not from a 
smgle person only, but from the willing suffrages 
of a great many." This she said, in order to try 
those that were invited, and to discover their senti- 
ments. Upon the hearing of which, they firafe of 
aU paid their homage to the queen, as their custom 
was, and then they said that they eonfinned tho 
king's determination, and would submit to it ; and 
they rejoiced that Izates's father had preferred him 
before the rest of his brethren, as being agreeable 
to all their wishes : but that they were desirous 
first of all to sUy his brethren and kinsmen, that so 
the government might come securely to Izates t 
because if they were once destroyed, all that fea^ 
would be over which might arise from their envy 
and hatred to him. Helena replied to this, thai 
she returned them her thanks for their khidoesB to 
herself and to Izates ; but desired that fliey would 
however defer the execution of this slaughter of 
Izates's brethren till he should be theio himself, 
and give his approbation to it. So since these mett 
had not prevailed with her when they advised her 
to slay them, they exhorted her at least to keep 
them in bonds till he should come, and that for 
tlieir own security ; they also gave her counsel to 
set up some one whom she could put the greatest 
trust in, as goveraor of the kingdom in the mean- 
time. So queen Helena complied with this oottnsel 
of theirs, and set up Monobazus, the eldest son, to * 
be kin^, and put the diadem upon hk bead, and gavo 
him his father's ring, with ite siguet ; as also tho 
ornament which they called Sampser, and exhorted 
him to administer the affairs of the kingdom till hia 
brother should come ; who came suddenly upon 
hearing that his father was dead, and succeeded his 
brother Monobazus, who resigned op the govern- 
ment to him. 

3. Now, during the tune Izates abode at Charsx^ 
Spasini, a certain Jewish merchant, whose name 
was Ananias, got among the women that belonged 
to the king, and taught them to worship Ged ao^ 
cording to the Jewish religion. He, moreover, hj 
their means became known to Izates ; and per* 
Buaded him, in like manner, to embrace that roll* 
gion ; he also, at the earnest entreaty of Isatas^ 
accompanied hun when he was sent for by hb h^ 
ther to come to Adiabene ; it ako happened that 
Helena, about tho muno time, was instrnoted by a 

.. ^1! !^^J?7'?'°^^^ thatttMfomolft* at Vodi««k mm to* 
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certain -other Jew, and went over to them. But, 
when Izates had taken the kingdom, and was come 
to Adiabene, and there saw his brethren and other 
kinsmen in bonds, he was displeased at it ; and as 
ha thought it was an instance of impiety either to 
alaj or imprison them, but still thought it a hasard- 
oug thing for to let them have their liberty, with 
the remembrance of the injuries that had been 
offered them, he sent some of them and their chil- 
dren for hostagee to Rome, to CUudius Caisar, and 
sent Uie oUiers to ArtabanuS| the king of Parthia, 
with the like intentions. 

4. And when he perceived that his mother was 
highly pleased with the Jewish customs, he made 
haste to change, and to embrace them entirely ; 
and as he supposed that he could not be thoroughly 
a Jew ttnless he were cireumoised, he was ready to 
have it done. But when his mother understood 
what he was about, she endeavoured to hinder him 
from doing it, and said to him that this thing would 
bring him into danger : and tlmt as he was i^ king. 
He would thereby bring himself into great odium 
among his subjects, when they should understand 
that he was so fond of rites that were to them 
strange and foreign ; and that they would never 
hear to be ruled over by a Jew. This it was that 
ahe said to him, and for the present persuaded him 
to forbear. And when he had related what she 
said to Ananias, he confirmed what his mother had 
asid ; and when he had also threatened to leave 
him, unless he complied with him, he went away 
£ram him ; and said he was afiraid lesi such an 
action being once become public to all, he should 
himself be in danger of punishment for having been 
the king's instructor in actions that were of ill re- 
putation ; and he said, that he might worship God 
without being circumcised, even though he cud re- 
•olve to foUow the Jewish hiw entirely; which 
worship of God was of a superior nature to circum- 
cision. He added, that God would forgive him, 
though he did not perform the operation, while it 
was ofnitted out of necessity, and for fear of his 
subjects. So the king at that time complied with 
these persuasions of AnaniaB. But afterwards, as 
he had not quite left off his desire of doing this 
tiling, a certain other Jew that came out of Galilee, 
whose name was Eleaxer, and who was esteemed 
very skilful in the learning of lils country, persuaded 
him to do the thing ; for as he entered into his pa- 
lace to salute him, and found him reading the Uw 
of Moses, he said to him, " Thou dost not consider, 
O king I that thou unjustly breakest the principal 
of those Uws, and art injurious to God himself, [by 
omitting to be circumcised] ; for thou oughtest 
not only to read them, but chiefly to practice what 
they eojoin thee. How long wilt thou continue un- 
mreumdaed I but, if thou hast not yet read the 
law about circuncision, and dost not know how great 
impiety thou art guilty of by neglecting it, rmd it 
now." When Uie king had heard what he said, he 
delayed no longer, but retired to another room, and 
sent for a surgeon, and did what he was commanded 
^to do* He then sent for his mother, and Ananias 
his tutor, and informed them that he had done the 
thing ; upon which they were preeently struck with 
astonishment and fear, and that to a great degree, 
lest the thing should be openly discovered and 
censured, and the king should hazard the loss of 
his kingdom, while his subjects would not bear to 
he governed by a man who was so zealous in ano- 
ther reUgk>n ; and leat they should themselves run 



some hazard, because they would be supposed the 
occasion of his so doing. But it was God himself 
who hindered what they feared from takinff effect $ 
for he preserved both Izates himself and hki sons 
when they fell into many danflers, and procured 
their deliverance when it seemed to be impossible, 
and demonstrated thereby, that the Iruit of piety 
does not perish as to those that have regard to nun^ 
and fix their faith upon him only:*-— but these 
events we shall rekte hereafter. 

5. But as to Helena, the king's mother, when sh# 
saw that the atairs of Izates^ kii^om were hi 
peace, and that her son was a happy man, and ad* 
mired among all men, and even among foreigaeni 
by the means of God's providence over htm, she 
had a mind to go to the city of Jerusalem, in order 
to worship at that temple of God which was so very 
famous among all men, and to offer her thankoflhr* 
iogs there, bo she desired her son to give her leave 
to go thither : upon which he gave his eonseot to 
what she desired very willingly, and made great 
preparatKMU for her dismission, and gave her a 
great deal of money, and she went down to the city 
Jerusalem, her son conducting her on her Journey 
a great way. Now her coming was of very great 
advantage to the people of Jerusalem ; for whereas 
a fiunine did oppress them at that time, and many 
people died for want of what was necessary to pro* 
cure Ibod withal, queen Helena sent somA of her 
servants to Alexandria with money to buy a great 
quanti^of corn, and others of them to Cyprus^ to 
bring a cargo of dried figs ; and as as soon as they 
were come back, and had brought those provisioasi 
which was done very quickly, she distrimited food 
to those that were in want of it, and left a most ex* 
cellent memorial behind her of this henefacttonf 
which she bestowed on our whole nation ; and when 
her son Izates was informed of this famine, he sent 
a great sum of monev to the principal men in Jeru* 
aalem. However, what favour this queen and king 
conferred upon our eity Jerusalem, shaU be farther 
related her«Ulter«t 



CHAPTER IIL 

now AKTABAirtTS, THE KINO OP PAATRlA, OUT OV 
FKAR OF TUB 8BC1UR CONTRIVAMCBS OF HtS SUB- 
JECTS AOAIIIST HIM, WENT TO IZATES, AND WAS 
BT HIM BETNSTATBD IN HTS OOVBaNKBNT ; AS 
ALSO HOW BAROANBS, B18 SUM, DENOVNCEP WAJft 
AGAINST IZATES. 

f 1. Btrr BOW Artabanns, king of the Parthians, 
perceiving that the governors of the provinces had 
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framed a plot against him, did not think it safe for 
him to continue among them ; but resoWed to go 
to Izates, in hopes of finding some way for his pre- 
senration by his means, and, if possible, for his re- 
turn to his own dominions. So he came to> Izates, 
and brought a thousand of his kindred and serrants 
with him, and met him upon the road, while he 
well knew Izates, but Izates did not Imow him. 
When Artabanus stood near him, and in the first 
place, worshipped him according to the custom, he 
then said to him, ^ O king 1 do not thou overlook 
me thy servant, nor do thou proudly reject the 
suit I make thee ; for as I am reducea to a low es- 
tate^ by the change of fortune, and of a king am 
become a private man, I stand in Heed of thy as- 
sistance. Have regard, therefore, unto the uncer- 
tainty of my fortune, and esteem the care thou 
shalt take of me to be taken of thy self also ; for 
if I be neglected, and my subjects go off unpun- 
ished, many other subjects will become more mso- 
lent towards other kings also.*' And this jqpeech 
Artabanus made with tears in his eyes, and with a 
dejected countenance. Now, as soon as Izates 
heard Artabanus's name, and saw him stand as a 
supplicant before him, he leaped down from his 
horse immediately, and said to him, ** Take courage, 
O king I nor be disturbed at thy present calamity, 
as if it were incurable ; for the chanee of thy sad 
condition shall be sadden ; for thou shalt find me 
to be more thy friend and thy assistant than thy 
hopes can promise thee ; for I will either re-es- 
tablish thee in the kingdom of Parthia, or lose my 
own." 

2. When he had said this, he set Artabanus upon 
his horse, and foUowed him on foot, in honour of a 
kin^ whom he owned as greater than hunself ; — 
whMh when Artabanus saw, he was very uneasy at 
it, and swaro by his present fortune and honour, 
that he would get down from his horse, unless Izates 
would get upon his horse agam and go beforo him. 
So he complied with his desiro, and leaped upon 
his horse ; and, when he had brought him to his 
royal palace, he showed him all sorts of respect 
when they sat together, — and he gave him the up- 
per place at festivals also, as rogarding not his pre- 
sent fortune, but his former dignity ; and that upon 
this oonsidenbtioD also, that the changes of fortune 
an common to all men. He aiso wrote to the 
Parthianai, to persuade them to receive Artabanus 
again ; and gave them his right hand and his faith, 
that he should forget what was past and done, and 
that he would undertake for this as a mediator be- 
tween them. Now the Parthians did not them- 
selves refuse to receive him again, but pleaded that 
it wa9 not now in their power so to do, because they 
had committed the government to another person, 
who had accepted of it, and whose name was Ciu- 
namus ; and that they wero afraid lest a dvil war 
should arise on this account When Cinnamus un- 
derstood their intentions, he wrote to Artabanus 
himself, for he had been brought up by him, and 
was of a naturo eood and gentle also, and desired 
him to put confidence in him, and to come and take 
his ewn dominions again. Accordingly Artabanur 
trusted him, and roturued home ; ^en Cinnamus 
met him, worshipped him, and saluted him as a king, 
and took the diadem off his own head, and put it on 
the head of Artabanus. 

3. And thus was Artabanus restore4 to his kmg- 
dom again by the means of Izates, when he had 
lost it by the means of the grandees of the king- 



dom. Nor was he unmindful of the benefits he 
had conferred upon him, but rowarded him with 
such honours as wero of the greatest esteem among 
them ; for he gave him leave to wear his tiara up- 
right,* and to sleep upon a golden bed, which are 
privileges and marks of honour peculiar to the 
kings of Parthia. He also cut off a large and fruit- 
ful country from the king of Armenia, and bestow- 
ed it upon him. The name of the country is Nisi- 
bis, wherein the Macedonians had formerly built 
that dty which they called Antioch of Mygodonia. 
And these wero the honours that wero paid Izates 
by the king of the Parthians. 

4. But in no long time Artabanus died, and left 
his kingdom to his son Bardanes. Now this Bar- 
danes came to Izates, and would have persuaded 
him to join him with his army, and to assist him 
in the war he was proparing to make with the Ro- 
mans; but he could not provail with him. For 
Izates so well knew the strong and good fortune 
of the Romans, that he took Bardanes to attempt 
what was impossible to be done ; and having be- 
sides sent his sons, five in number, and they tut 
yeung also, to learn accurately the language of our 
nition, together with our learning, as well as he 
had set his mother to worship at our temple, as I 
have said already, was the moro backward to a 
compliance ; and restrained Bardbmes, telling him 
perpetually of the great armies and famous actions 
of the Romans, and thought theroby to terrify him, 
and desired theroby to hinder him from that expe- 
dition. But the Pairthian king was provoked at this 
his behaviour, and denounced war immediately 
afj^nst Izates. Yet did he gain no advantage by 
this war, because God cut off all his hopes fherom ; 
for the Parthians, perceiving Bardane8*s intention, 
and how he had determined to make war with the 
Romans, slew him, and gave his kingdom to his 
brother Gotaraes. He also, m no long time, pe* 
rished by a plot made against him, and Vologases, 
his brother, succeeded him, who committed two of 
his provinces to two of his brothers by the same 
lather $-- thatof the Medes to the elder, Parcorus ; 
and Armenia to the younger, Tiridates. 



CHAPTER IV. 

HOW IZATJSa WAS BBXEATBQ BT HU OWH SUIUBCia, 
AND FOUGHT AOAIITST BT THS ARABIANS ; AMD 
HOW IZATZS, BT THB PBOVIDBNCE OF OOD, WAS 
DBUVBEBO OUT OF TBBIR HAMOS. 

§ 1. Now when the lung's brother, Monobazus, 
and his other kindred, saw how Izates. by his piety 
to God, was become greatly esteemed by all men, 
they also had a desin to leave the roligion of their 
country, and to embrace the customs of the Jews ; 
but that act of theirs was disooved by Izates's sub- 
jects. Whenupon the grandees wero much dis- 
pleased, and could not contam their anger at them, 
but had an intention, when they should find a pro- 
per opportunity, to inflict a punishment upon them* 
Accordingly, they wrote to Abia, king of the Ara- 
bians, and promised him great sums of money, if 
he would make an expediuon against their lung: 
and they farther promised him, that, on the first 
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onset, they would desert tlieir king, because they 
were desirous to puxiish him, by reason of the ha- 
tred he had to their religious worship ; then thev 
obliged themselves, by oaths, to be fiuthfiil to eaen 
other, and desired that he would make haste in this 
design. The king of Arabia complied with their 
desires, and brought a great arm^ into the field, 
and marched against Izates ; and, m the beginning 
of the first onset, and before they came to a close 
fight, those grandees, as if they had a panic terror 
upon them, all deserted Izates, as they had agreed 
to do, and, turning their backs upon their enemies, 
ran away. Yet was not Izates dismayed at this ; 
but when he nndemtood that the grandees had be- 
trayed him, he also retired into his camp, and 
made inquiry into the matter ; und as soon as he 
knew who they were that had made this conspiracy 
with the king of Arabia, he cut off those that were 
found guilty ; and renewing the fight on the next 
day, he slew the greatest part of his enemies, and 
forced all the rest to betake themselTes to flight 
He also pursued their king, and drove him into a 
fortress calkd Arsamus, and, following on the siese 
vigarously, he took that fortress. And, when he 
h^ plundered it of all the prey that was in it, 
which was not small, he returned to Adiabene ; yet 
did he not take Abia alive; because, when he 
found himself eneompaased upon eveiy side, he 
slew himself. 

2. Bat although the grandees of Adiabene had 
failed in their first attempt, as bemg delivered up 
by God into their king's hands, yet would they not 
even then be quiet, but wrote again to Yobgases, 
who was then king of Parthia, and desired that he 
would kill Izatee, and set over them some other po- 
tentate, who should be of a Parthian £unily ; for 
the^ said that they hated their own king for abro- 
gatmg the laws of their forefiithers, and embracing 
foreign customs. When the kmg of Parthia heard 
this, he boldly made war upon Izates ; an<^ as he 
had no just pretence for this war, he sent to him 
and demanded back those honourable privileges 
which had been bestowed on him by his father, and 
threatened, on his refusal, to make war upon him. 
Upon hearing of this, Izates was under no small 
trouble of mind, as thinking it would be a reproach 
upon him to appear to resign those privileges that 
had been bestowed upon him out of cowardice ; yet, 
because he knew, that tfaouffh the king of Parthia 
should receive back those nonours, yet would he 
not be quiet, he resolved to commit himself to Gtod, 
his protector, in the present danger he was in of 
^ his life ; and as he esteemed him to be his princi- 
* pal assistant, he intrusted his children and his 
wives to a very strong fortress, and laid up his com 
in his citadel^ and set the hay and the grass on 
fire. And when he had thus put things in order, 
as well as he could, he awaited the coming of the 
enemy. And when the king of Parth'ia was come, 
with a great army of footmen and horsemen, which 
he did sooner than was expected (for he marched 
in great haste), and had cast up a bank at the river 
that parted Adiabene from Media,-^Izates also 
pitched his camp not far off, having with him six 
thousand horsemen. But there came a messenger 
to Izates, sent by the king of Parthia, who told him 
how large his dominions were, as reaching from 
the river Euphrates to Bactria, and enumerated 
that king's subjects : he also threatened hun that 
he should be punished, as a person ungrateful to 
his lords ; and said that the God whom he wor- 
2 F 



shipped could not deliver him out of the king's 
hands. When the messenger had delivered this 
his message, Izates replied, that he knew the king 
of Parthia's power was much greater than his 
own ; but that he knew also that Clod was much 
more powerful than all men. And when he had^ 
returned him this answer, he betook himself to 
make supnlication to God, and threw himself on 
the ground, and put ashes upon his head, in testi- 
mony of his confusion, and fasted, together with his 
wives and children.* Then he called upon God, 
and said, ^ Lord and Governor, if I hate not in 
vain committed myself to thy goodness, but have 
justly determined that thou only art the Lord and 
principal of all beings, come now to my assistance, 
and defend me from my enemies, not only on my 
own account, but on account of Uieir insolent be 
haviour with regard to thy pbwer, while they have 
not feared to lift up their proud and arrogant 
tongue against thee." Thus did he lament and be- 
moan himself, with tears in his eyes ; whereupon 
Grod heard his prayer. And immediately that veiy 
night Yologases received letters, the contents ot 
wmch were these, that a great iMUid of Daho and 
Sacsa, despising him, now he was gone so long a 
journey from home, had made an expedition, and 
laid Parthia waste ; so that he [was forced to] re* 
tire back, without doing any thing. And thus it 
was that Izates escap^l the threatenings of the 
Parthians by the providence of God. 

3. It was not long ere Izates died, when he had 
comnleted fifty-five years of his life, and had ruled 
his kingdom twenty-four years. He left behmd 
him twenty-four sons and twentjr-four daughters. 
However, he gave order that his brother Monoba- 
zus should succeed in the government, thereby ro- 
quiting him, because, while he was himself absent, 
after their father's death, he had faithf nllv pieservod 
the government for hun. But when Helena, his 
mother, heard of her son's death, she was in great 
heaviness, as was but natural, upon her loss ofsuch 
a most dutiful son ; yet was it a comfort to her 
that she heard the succession came to her eldest 
son. Accordingly she went to him in haste ; and 
when she was come into Adiabene, she did not long 
outlive her son Izates. But Monobazua sent her 
bones, as well as those of Izates, his brother, to 
Jerusalem, and gave orders that they should be 
buried at the pyramidsf which their mother had 
erected ; they were three m number, and distant 
no more than three furlongs from the city of Jeru- 
salem. But for the actions of Monobazus the king, 
which he did during the rest of his life, we will re- 
late them hereaf ter.4: 



• Thte moonlBf , and flutiiag, «ad pnjioff, «Md by Tmtim, wltli 

KMtnaJon of his Mdy, aadMhas apon hla head, ar« plain tisu that 
was baoom* allhar a J«w, or aa Zbonita OhffaUa^, who Indeed dlC 
toed not maoh from proper Jewi. Sae ohi^. ▼!. leot. 1. Bow«Ter.hi8 
snppUaatione wan heard, and ha waa proTldentially deUtatod from 
that immlnaat danger ha waa la. 

i These pnamlds or pUlan, araotcd by Helena, qnaan of Adlaban^ 
near Jenuaiam, thrsainnamber, are mantloned by Euaebius, In hla 
Boel. Hla. b. a. chap. M^ for which Dr. Hndion refcrs ue to Valaslaa'a 
aotea upon that place. They are alao mantlonod by Pwuanlaa, as hath 
been already noted, ehap. IL aaet. 8. Bdand al -o guesaes that that aaw 
oaUad AbsaUmi-B Pillar may be one of them. 

t This aoeount la now wanting. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



434 



ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, 



CHAPTER V. 

CONCERNING THBVDAS, AND THE SONS OF JUDAS THE 
GALILEAN ; AS ALSO WHAT CALAMITT FELL UPON 
THE JEWS ON THE DAT OF THE PASSOVER. 

§ 1. Now it came to pass, that while Fadus was 
procurator of Judea, that a certain magician, whose 
name was Theadas,* persuaded a great part of the 
people to take their effects with tliem, and follow 
nim to the river Jordan ; for he told them he was 
a prophet, and that he would, by his own command, 
divide the river, and afford them an easy passage 
over it; and many were deluded by his words. 
However, Fadus did not permit them to make any 
advantage of his wild attempt, but sent a troop ai 
horsemen out against them ; who, falling upon 
them unexpectedly, slew many of them, and took 
many of them alive. They also took Theudas alive, 
and out off his head, and carried it to Jerusalem. 
This was what befell the Jews in the time of Cus- 
pius Fadus's government. 

2. Then came Tiberius Alexander as successor 
to Fadus ; he was the son of Alexander the alabarch 
of Alexandria ; which Alexander was a principal 
person among all his contemporaries, both for his 
nmily and wealth : he was also more eminent for 
his piety than this his son Alexander, for he- did 
not continue in the religion of his country. Under 
these procurators that great iamine happened in 
Judea, in which queen Helena bought corn in 
Egypt at a great expense, and distributed it to those 
tlutt were in want, as I have related already ; and 
besides this, the sons of Judas of Galilee were now 
slain ; I mean of that Judas who caused the people 
to revolt, when Cyreuius came to take an account 
of the estates of the Jews, as we have shown in a 

.. foregoing book. The names of those sons were 
James and Simoo, whom Alexander commauded 
to be crucified ; but now Herod, king of Chalcis, 
removed Joseph, the son of Camydus, from the 
high-priesthood, and made Ananias, the son of 
Nebedens, his successor ; and now it was that 
Cumanus cameassucoessor to Tiberius Alexander ; 
as also that Herod, brother of Agrippa the great 
king, departed this life, in the eighth year of the 
reign of Claudius Caasar. He left behind him 
three sons, Aristobulns, whom he had by his first 
wife, with Bemicianus and Hyrcanus, both whom 
he had by Bemice, his brother's daughter ; but 
Claudius Ceesar bestowed his dominions on Agrip' 
pa, junior. 

3. Now, while the Jewish affairs were under the 
administration of Cumanus, there happened a great 
tumult at the city of Jerusalem, and many of the 
Jews perished therein ; but I shall first explain the 
occasion whence it was derived. When that feast 
which is called the Passover was at hand, at which 
time our custom is to use unleavened bread, and a 
great multitude was gathered together from all parts 
to that feast, Cumanus was afraid lest some attempt 
of innovation should then be made by them ; so he 
ordered that one regiment of the army should take 
their arms, and stand in the temple cloisters, to re- 
press any attempts of innovation, if perchance any 
such should begin ; and this was no more than 
what the former procurators of Judea did at such 
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festivals ; but on the fourth day of the feast, a 
certain soldier let down his breedies, and exposed 
his privy members to the multitude, which put 
those that saw him into a furious rage, and made 
tliem cry out that this impious action was not done 
to reproach them, but God himself ; nay, some of 
them reproached Cumanus, and nretended that the 
soldier was set on by him ; which, when Cumanus 
heard, he was also himself not a little provoked at 
such reproaches laid upon him ; yet did he exhort 
them to leave off such seditious attempts, and not 
to rabe a tumult at the festival ; but when he could 
not induce them to be quiet, for they still went on 
in their reproaehes to him, he gave order that the 
whole army should take their entire armour, and 
come to 'Antonia, which was a fortress, as we have 
said already, which overlooked the temple ; but 
when the multitude saw the soldiers there, they 
were affrighted at them, and ran away hastily ; but 
as the passages out were but narrow, and as they 
thought their enemies followed them, they were 
crowded together in their flight, and a grsat num- 
ber were pressed to death in those narrow passages ; 
nor indeed was the number fewer than twenty 
thousand that perished in this tumult So, instead 
of a festival they had at last a mournful day of it ; 
and they all of them forgot their prayers and sacri< 
fices, and betook themselves to lamentation and 
weeping ; so great an affliction did the impu- 
dent obsceneness of a ungle soldier bring upon 
theth.t 

4. Now, before this their first mourning was 
over, anotlier mischief befell them also ; for some 
of those that had raised the foregoing tumult, when 
they were travelling along the public road, about a 
hundred furlongs from tlie cit^, robbed Stephanus, 
a servant of Ceesar^ as he was journeying, and plun- 
dered him of all that he had with him ; which 
things when Cumanus heard of, he sent soldiers 
immediately, and ordered them to plunder the 
neighbouring villages, and to bring the most emi- 
nent persons among them in bonds to him. Now, 
as this devastation was making, one of the soldiers 
seized the Laws of Moses, that lay in one of those 
villages, and bi<ought them out before the eyes of 
>11 present, and tore them to pieces ; and this waa 
done with reproachful language, and much scurri- 
lity ; which Uiiogs when tiie Jews heard of, they 
ran together, and that in great numbers, and came 
down to Cesarea, where Cumanus then was, and 
besought him that he would avenge, not tliem- 
selves, but God himself, whose laws had been af- 
fronted ; for that they could not bear to live any 
longer, if the hiws of their forefathers must be 
affronted after this manner. Accordingly Cuma- 
nus, out of fear lest the multitude should go into a 
sedition, and by the advice of his friends also, took • 
care that the soldier who had offered the affront to 
the hiws should be beheaded ; and thereby put a 
stop to the sedition which was ready to be kindled 
a second time. 

i Thia and many more tomnlta and MdlUona. wbSeb aBrofa aft the 
Jewish bstlvala, In Joasphus, illusuate Uie eautkMU pceotdura of the 
J ewl»h goTemon. whan they said, Malt. uvL 6, *< Letns not take JestM 
on the fcasUday, lest there be an uproar among the people ;" as BflasA 
w«U obarrvea on this place, josephua ako takes mUM of the ama 
thing, orthe War.biLoh. lr.aeet.8 
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CHAPTER VI. 

HOW THERE HAPPENED A QUARREL BETWEEN TUB 
JEWS AMD THE SAMARITANS ; AMD HOW CLAUDIUS 
Pm AE S»D TO THEIR DIFFERENCES. 

§ 1. Now there Eroee a quarrel between the Sa« 
maritBDS and the Jews on the occasion following : 
— It was the custom of the Galileans, when thej 
came to the holv city at the festivals, to take their 
ioumeys through the country of the Samaritans ;* 
and at this time there lay, in the road they took, a 
Tillage that was called Ginea, which was situated in 
the limits of Samaria and the groat pUun, where 
certain persons thereto belonging, fought with the 
Galileans, and killed a great many of them ; but, 
when the principal of toe Galileans were informed 
of what had been done, they came to Cumanus, and 
desired him to aveiige the murder of those that 
were killed ; but he wss induced by the Samari- 
tans, with money, to do nothing in the matter ; 
upon which the Galileans were much displeased, 
and persuaded the multitude of the Jews to betake 
themselves to arms, and to regain their liberty, 
saying, that slavery was in itself a bitter thing, but 
tbaty when it was jomed with direct injuria, it 
was perfectly intolerable. And when- their princi- 
pal men endeavoured to pacify them, and promised 
to endeavour to persuade Qimanus to avenge those 
that were killed, they would not hearken to them, 
but took their weapons, and entreated the assist- 
uice of Eleazar, the son of Dineus, a robber, who 
had many years made his abode in the mountains, 
with which assistance they plundered many villages 
of the Samaritans. When Cumanus heard of £is 
action of theirs, he took the band of Sebaste, with 
four regiments of footmen, and armed the Samari- 
tans, and marched out ajzainst the Jews, and caught 
them, and slew many of them, and took a great 
number of them alive ; whereupon those that were 
the most eminent persons at Jerusalem, and that 
both in regard to the respect that was paid them, 
and the fomilies they were of, as soon as they saw 
to what a height things were gone, put ou sack- 
cloth, and heaped asliee upon their heads, and by 
all possible means besought the seditious, and per- 
Buaded them that they would set before their eyes, 
the utter subversion of their country, the confl&- 
gration of their templ^ and the slavery of them- 
selves, their wives, and children,f which would be 
the consequence of what they were doing, and would 
alter their minds, would cast away their weaponsi 
and for the future be quiet, and return to their own 
homes. Theee persuasions of theirs prevailed upon 
them. So the people dispersed themselves, and the 
robberswent away again to their places of strength ; 
and after this time all Judea was overrun with 
robberies. 

2. But the principal of the Samaritans went to 
TJmmidiuB Quadratus, the president of Syria, who 
at that time was at l^re, and accused the Jews of 
setting their vilUges on fire, and plundering them ; 



. . _aortb«OAlUMiuUiroaSbtb«eoiinti]ror8»> 
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and said witha), that they were not so much dis- 
pleased at what they had suffered, as they were at 
the contempt thereby shown to the Romans ; while, 
if they had received any injury, they ought to have 
made them the judges of what had been done, and 
not presently to ms^e such devastations, as if theyi 
had not the Romans for their governors ; on which i 
account they came to him, in order to obtain that 
vengeance they wanted. This was the accusation 
which the Samaritans brought against the Jews. 
But the Jews affirmed that the Samaritans were ' 
the authors of this tumult and fighting, and that, 
in the first place, Cumanus had been corrupted by 
their gifts, and passed over the murder of those 
that were slain in silenoe ;— which allegations when 
Quadratus heard, he put off the hearing of tha 
cause, and promised that he would give sentence^ 
when he should come into Judea, and should have 
a more exact knowledge of the truth of that matter. 
So these men went away without success. Yet 
was it not Ions ere (Quadratus came to Samaria ; 
where, upon hearing the cause, he supposed that 
the Samaritans were the authors of that disturb- 
anoe. But when he was informed that certain of 
the Jews were making innovations, he ordered 
those to be crucified whom Cumanus had taken 
captive. From whence he came to a certain vil- 
lage called Lydda, which was not less than a city 
in largeness, and there heard the Samaritan cause 
a second time before bis tribunal, and there learned 
from a certain Samaritan, that one of the chief of 
the Jews, whose name was Dortos, and some otiier 
innovators with him, four in number, persuaded 
the multitude to a revolt from the Romans ; whom 
Quadratus ordered to be put to death : but still he 
sent away Ananias the hign-priest, and Ananua the 
commander [of the temple], in bonds to Rome, to 
give an account of what they had done to Claudius 
CsBsar. He also ordered the princial men, both of 
the Samaritans and Jews, as also Cumanus the 
procurator, and Celer the tribune, to go to Italy to 
the emperor, that he might hear their cause, and 
determme their differences one with another. Bat 
he came again to the city of Jerusalem, out of 
his fear that the multitude of Jews should attempt 
some innovation ; but he found the city in a peace- 
able state, aod celebrating one of the usual fes- 
tivals of their country to God. So he believed that 
they would not attempt any innovations, and lell 
them at the celebration of the festival, and returned 
to Antioch. 

2. Now Cumanus and the principal of the Sama- 
ritans, who were sent to Rome, had a day ap- 
pointed them by the emperor, whereupon they 
were to have pleaded their cause about the quarrels 
they had one with another. But now Ctesar's 
freed-men and his friends were very zealous on the 
behalf of Cumanus and the Samaritans ; and they 
had prevailed over the Jews, unless Agrippa, junior, 
who was then at Rome, had seen the principal oi 
the Jews hard set, and had earnestly entreated 
Agrippina, the emperor's wife, to persuade her hna- 
band to hear the cause, so as was agreeable to his 
justice, and to condemn those to be punished who 
were really the authors of this revolt from the Ro- 
man government: — whereupon CUudios was so 
well disposed beforehand, that when he had heard 
the cause, and found that the Samaritans had been 
the ringleaders in those miBchievous doings, he 
gave oraer that those who came up to him should 
be sbin, and that Cumanus shouU be banished. 
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lie also gaye order that Celer the tribune should 
be carried back to Jerusalem, and should be drawn 
through the city in the sight of all the people, and 
then diould be slain. 



CHAPTER VII. 

VILIX IS MADE PBOCURATOR 07 JUDEA ; AS ALSO 
OONCBRMING AGBIPPAy JUlTIOBy AND HT8 SISTBBS. 

I 1. So Claudius sent Felix, the brother of Pal- 
las, to take care oi the affairs of Judea ; and, 
when he had ahready completed the twelfth year of 
his reign, he bestowed upon Agrippa the tetnrohy 
of Philip, and Batanea, and added thereto Trachon- 
itss, witih Abila ; which last had been the tetrarchy 
of Lysanius ; but he took from him Chalois, when 
he had been mvernat thereof four years. And 
when Agrippa liad received these countries as the 
gift of Cbmut, he gave his sister Drusilla in mar- 
riage to Azisos, king of Emesa, upon his consent to 
be circumcised ; for Epiphanee, the son of kine 
AntiodiQS, had refused to nuurry her, because, af- 
ter he had promised her &ther formerly to come 
over to the Jewish religion, he would not now p«v 
form that promise. He also nve Maiiamme in 
marriage to Archelaus, the son <» Heldas, to whom 
she had formerlv been betrothed by Agrippa her 
follier ; from which marriage was derived a daugh- 
ter, whose name was Bemice. 

2. But for the marriage of Drusilla with Azizus, 
it was in no long time afterward dissolved, upon 
the following oceaaion : — While Felix was proen- 
mtor of Judea, he saw this Drusilla, and fell in 
k>ve widi her ; for she did indeed exceed all other 
women in beauty ; and he sent to her a person 
whose name was Simon* one of his firiends ; a Jew 
he was, and by birth a Cypriot, and one who pre- 
tended to be a magician ; and endeavoured to per- 
suade her to foruke her present husband, and 
marry him ; and promised, that if she would not 
refuse him, he would mnke her a happy woman. 
Accordingly she acted ill and because she was de- 
sirous to avoid her sister Bemice^s envy, for she 
was very ill-treated by* her on account of her beauty, 
was prevailed upon to transgress the laws of her 
forefathers, and to marry Felix ; and when he had 
Had a son by her, he named him Ajpppa. But 
after what manner that young man, with his wife, 
perished at the conflagration of the mountain Ye- 
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suvius,t in the days of Titos Csasar, shall be re- 
lated hereafter.:^ 

3. But as for Bemice, she lived a widow a long 
while after the death of Herod [king of Chalcis] 
who was both her husband and her undo. But, 
when the report went that she had criminal con- 
versation with her brother [Agrippa, junior] she 
persuaded Polemo, who was kmg of Cilicia, to be 
ciroumcised, and to marry her, as supposing, that 
by this means she should prove those calumnies 
upon her to be lalse ; and Polemo was prevailed 
upon, and that chiefly on account of her riches. 
Yet did not this matrimony endura long ; but Ber- 
nice left Polemo, and, as was said, with impure 
intentions. So she forsook at once this matrimoDy , 
and the Jewish roligbn : and at the same time^ 
Mariamne put away Archelaus, and was married 
to Demetrius, the principal man among the Alex- 
andrian Jews, both for his fiunily and nis wealth ; 
tod indeed he was then their alabart^ So she 
named her son whom she had by him Agrippinos. 
But of all these particulars we shall hereafter tremt 
mora exactly. § 



CHAPTER Vin. 

AFTBS WHAT MAKNER, UPON THB DBATH OF CLAU- 
DIUS, NBHO 8U0CBBDED IN THB GOVBRNVBXT ; AS 
ALSO WHAT BARBABOUS THINGS HB DID. CONCERN- 
ING THB ROBBBRS, HURDBRBB8, AND IMPOSTORS, 
THAT AB08B WHILB FBLIX AND FXSTUS WBRiS 
PROCURATORS OF JUDBA. 

§ 1. Now Claudius Ceesar died when he had raigiisd 
thirteen years, eight months, and twenty days ; 
and a roport went about that he was poisooed by 
his wife Agrippina. Her father was Gennanicus, 
the brother of Coesar. Her husband was Domitius 
.^^obarbus, one of the most illustrious persons that 
was m the city of Rome ; after whose death, and 
her long continuanoe in widowhood, CUudius took 
her to wife. She brought along with her a son, 
Domitius, of the same name with his £sther. He 
had beforo this slain his wife Messalina, out of jea- 
lousy, by whom he had his childron Britannicua 
and Octavia; their eldest sister was Antonia,whom 
he had by Pelina his first wife. He aJso married 
Octavia to Nero ; for that was the name that Cecsar 
gave him afterward, upon his adopting him for 
his son. 

2. But now Agrippina was afraid, lest when 
Britannicus should come to man's estate, he should 
succeed his father in the government, and desired 
to seize npon the principality befor^iand for her 
own son [Nero] ; upon which the report went, 
that she thence compassed the death of CUudius. 
Accordingly she sent Burrhus, the genenlofthe 
army, immediately, and with him the tribunes and 
such also of the UHsed-men as wero of the greatest 
authority, to bring Nero away into the camp, and 
to salute him emperor. And when Nero had thus 

\ Thlaarmtlon of VeauTloa wai ona of tha graataai w« havaffn 
tory. See Byaachlnl'a ourlaoa and Important obaervaUena «a 
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oHained the ffoyemment, he got Britaonieua to bo 
BO poisoned, that the muldtade shoald not perceive 
it ; althoagh he publicly put his own mother to 
death not long afterward, making her this requital, 
not only for being bom of her, but for bringing it 
80 about by her contrivances, that he obtained the 
Roman empire. He also slew Oetavia his own wife, 
and many other illustrious persons, under this pre- 
tence, that the^ plotted against him. 

3. But I omit any farther disoourEO about these 
affairs ; for there have been a great many who have 
composed the history of Nero ; some of whom have 
departed from the truth of facts, out of favour, as 
having received benefits from him ; while others, 
out of hatred to him, have so impudently raved 
against him with their lies, that they justly de- 
served to be condenoned. Nor do I wonder at such 
as have told lies of Nero, since they have not in 
their writings preserved the truth of history as to 
those facts that were earlier than his time, even 
when the actors could have no way incurred their 
hatred, since those writers lived a long time after 
them ; but as to those that have no re^urd to truth, 
they may write as they please, — ^for in that they 
take delight ; but as to ourselves, who have made 
truth our direct aim, we shall briefly touch upon 
what only belongs remotely to this undertaking, 
but shall relate what liath happened to us Jews 
with great accuracy, and shall not grudge our pains 
in giving an account both of the calamities we 
have suffered and of the crimes we have been guilty 
of. — I will now therefore return to the relation of 
our own affairs. 

4. For in the first year of the reign of Nero, upon 
the death of Azizus, king of Emesa, Soemus,* his 
brother^ succeeded in hb kingdom, and Aristobulua, 
the son of Herod, king of Chalcis, was intrusted by 
Nero with the government of the Lesser Armenia. 
CSsesar also bestowed on Agrippa a certain part of 
GalUee, Tiberias and Tariche£e,t and ordered them 
to submit to his jurisdiction. He gave him also 
Julias, a city of Perea, with fourteen villages that 
lay about it. 

5. Now, as for the affairs of the Jews, they grew 
worse and worse continually ; for the countiy was 
again filled with robbers and impostors, who deluded 
the multitude. Yet did Felix catch and put to 
death many of those impostors every day, together 
with the robbers. He also caught Eleaaar, me son 
of Dineoa, who had gotten together a company of 
robbers ; and this he did by treachery ; for he gave 
him assurance that he should suffer no harm, and 
thefeby persuaded him to come to him ; but when 
he came, he bound him and sent him to Rome. 
Felix also bore an ill-will to Jonathan, the high- 
priest, because he frequently gave him admonitions 
about govemiag the Jewish affairs better than he 
did, lest he should himself have complaints made of 
him by the'multitnde, since he it was who had de- 
sired Casar to send him as procurator of Judea. 
So Felix contrived a metiiod whereby he might get 
rid Qf him, now he was become so continually 
troublesome to him ; fur such continual admonitions 
are grievous to thoee who are disposed to act un- 
justly. Wherefore Felix persuaded one of Jona- 
than's most faithful friends, a citizen of Jerusalem, 
whose name was Doras, to bring the robbers upon 

• Ibto Socraoa It lAamwhmn mmtlaiMd [by JoMphut, In hli own Lift, 
MM. 11. as alM] b* Dto CtmXfU and Taeiltu. as Dr. Had40n inlbrma ua. 

t lull MMM with JoMphhiu'B ftMuant acooantaelMwbtra in his own 
UK IkaitlbwiM, awl tanehtM. and Gamala, war* under this Ajpippa, 
hinlor, tin Jmtaa, thaaon of Phtiu, aaUed upon them lor tha Jaws, 
■poa tha bnakiat oal of tha war. 



Jonathan, in order to kill him ; and this he did by 
promisingto give him a great deal of money for so 
doing. Doras complied with the proposal, and 
contrived matters so, that the robbers might mur- 
der him after the following manner : — Certain of 
those robbers went up to the city, as if they were 

Sling to worship God, while they had daggers under 
eir garments j; and, by thus mingling wemselvea 
among the multitude, they slew Jonathan ^ and as 
this murder was never avenged, the robbers went 
up with the greatest security at the festivals after 
this time ; and having weapons concealed in like 
manner as before, and mingling tiiemselves among 
the multitude, they slew certam of their own eae- 
miee, and were subservient to other men for money ; 
and slew others not only in remote parts of the dty, 
but in the temple itself also ; for they had the bold- 
ness to murder men there, without thinking of the 
impiety of which they were guilty. And this seems 
to me to have been tiie reason why God, out of his 
hatred to these men's wickedness, rejected our city ; 
and as for the temple, he no longer esteemed it 
suflSciently pure for him to inhabit therein, but 
brought the Romans upon us, and threw a fire upon 
the city to purge it ; and brought upon us, our 
wives, and children, slavery, — ^as desirous to make 
us wiser by our calamities. 

6. These works, that were done by the robbers, 
filled the city with all sorts of impiety. And now 
these impostors and deceivets§ persuaded the mul- 
titude to follow them into the wilderness, and pre- 
tended that they would exhibit manifest wonders 
and signs, that should be performed by the provi' 
dence of God. And many that were prevailed on 
by them suffered the punishments of their folly ; 
for Felix brought them back, and then punished 
them. Moreover, there came out of Egypt|| about 
this time to Jerusalem, one that said he was a pro- 
phet, and advised the multitude of the common 

i This traachoroQs and barbarooa mnnter of Uia good htah-priasi Jo. 
nathan, by th« eontrlTanoe of this wkdwd pncoralor IWix, waa Um 
ImnMdkta occasion of tha ensuing murden by th* HearU or nifflana, 
and one great causa of tha Ibliowlng horrid eruelttes and missrlas of dM 
Jewish nation, as Josaptam here supposes ; whose excellent reflaotioo on 
the groes wioludness of that naUon, as the direct cause of their tanibia 
dastmetion. is wail worthy tha attenUon of every Jewish and Ohristlaa 
leader. And, since we are soon coming to tlie oatalcgne of Jewish high- 
priests, it may not be amiss, with Bclaod, to insert this Jonathan among 
tiiem ) and to transcribe his partioularcatalogua of thabsttwentv-eighl 
high.prieete. talien out of Joeephus, and begin with Ananelua, who waa 
made by Uen>d the Qieat« Bee AnUq. h. xv. ch. U. tact. 4, and tha nota 
there. 

1. Ananeltts. 

I. Arl>iobulns. 

a Jesns, tha son of Fabus. 

4. Simon, the eon of Boethus. 

A. Matthias, tha son oTThaophnuik 

6. Joasar, tha son of Boethus. 

7. Xleasar, tha son of Boathoa. 
a. Je»tts, the eon of Sic. 

9. r Annas, or] Ananus, tha son of Beth. 
10. lamaal, the son of Fabos. 



11. Ucasar, the son of Ananus. 



19. Smion, the son of Osmlthus. 
- - - -«s,tV 



la Joeephus Oaiaphas, im lon-ln 
14. Jonathan, the son of Ananus. 



kon-lnJaw to Ananus. 



la. Theophllus, hb brother, and sco ofl nanus. 
18. Simon, the son of Boethus. 

17. Matthias, the brother of Jooathan, and son of Ananus. 

18. Aljoneos. 

19. Joeephus, the son of Osmydus. 
90. Ananias, tli« eon of VelKidcus. 
SI. Jonattaas. 

SS. Ismaa. the son ofFabl. 

88. Joiwph Gsbi, the son of Simon. 



8&. Jeaus, tlM • 
98. J«aa, the m 
97. Matthias, the son of Theophilus. 



88. Phannlas, the son of SamueL 

As for Ananus and Joseph Oaiaphas, here mentioned about tha mld> 
die of this cataloguo, they are no other than thoee Annas and Oklaphaa 
so ollen mentioned In the Four Gospels; and that Ananuw. tha son o( 
MebedeuB, was that bigh-priast bciore whom Bt. Paul pieaded his own 
causf, Acu xxlr. 

f or these-Jewisb impostors and aise prophets, with many other efar- 

eomstaocof and mistfieaoC the Jews, till thdr utirr desti ^- 

told by our Saviour, see Lltt. Acoompl. of Proph. p. 88-78. 

I or this Egyptlsin impostor, «nd the numl>er of h 
phus, see Acu xxi. 38. 
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people to go along with him to the Mount of Olives, 
as it was called, which lay over against the city, 
and at the distance of five furlongs. He said far- 
ther, that he would show them from hence, how, at 
his oonmiaod, the walls of Jerusalem would fall 
down ; and he promised them that he would procure 
them an entrance into the city through those walls, 
when they were fallen down. Npw when Felix was 
infonned of these things, he ordered his soldiers to 
take their weapons, and came against them with a 

Sreat number of horsemen and footmen, from 
erusalero, and attacked the Egyptian and the 
people that were with him. He also slew four 
nondred of them, and took two hundred alive. But 
the Egyptian himself escaped out of the fight, but 
did not appear any more. And again the robbers 
•tinred up the people to make war with the Romans, 
»nd said they ought not to obey them at all ; and 
when any persons would not comply with them, 
they set firo to their villages, and plundered them. 

7. And now it was ttukt a great sedition arose 
between the Jews that inhabited Cesarea, and the 
Syrians who dwelt there also, concerning their 
equal right to the privileges belonging to citizens ; 
for the Jews claimed the pre- eminence, because 
Herod their king was the builder of Cesarea, and 
because he was by birth a Jew. Now the Syrians 
did not deny what was alleged about Htrod ; but 
they said that Cesarea was formerly called Strato's 
Tower, and that then there was not one Jewish 
inliabitauL When the presidents of that country 
heard of these disorders, they caught the authors 
of them on both sides, and tormented them with 
•tripes, and by that means put a stop to the dis- 
turbance for a time. But ue Jewish citizens de- 
pending on their wealth, and on that account des- 
pising the Syrians^ reproached them again, and 
hoped to provoke them by such reproaches. How- 
ever, tho Syrians, though they were inferior in 
wealth, yet valuing themselves highly on this ac- 
count, that the greatest part of the Iloman soldiei-s 
that were there, were either of Cesarea or Sebaste, 
they also for some time used reproachful language 
to the Jews also ; and thus it was, till at length they 
came to throwing stones at one another p and 
several were wounded, and fell on both sides, though 
•till the Jews were the conquerors. But when 
Felix saw that this quarrel was become a kind of 
war, he came upon them on the sudden, and desii-ed 
the Jews to desist ; and when they refused so to 
do, he armed his soldiers, and sent them out upon 
them, and slew many of them, and took more of 
tliem alive, and permitted his soldiers to plunder 
some of the houses of the citizens, which were futl 
of riches. Now those Jews that were more mo- 
derate, and of principal digxity amone them, were 
afraid of themselves, and desired of Felix that he 
would sound a retreat to his soldiers, and spare 
them for the future, and afford them room for re- 
pentance for what they had done ; and Felix was 
prevailed upon to do so. 

8. About this time king Agrippa gave the high- 
priesthood to Ismael, who was the son of Fabi. 
And now arose a sedition between the high-priebts 
and the principal men of the multitude of Jerusa- 
lem ; each of whom got them a company of the 
boldest sort of men, and of those that loved innova- 
tions, about them, and became leaders to them ; and 
when they'simggled togetJher, they did it by cabl- 
ing reproachful words against one another, and by 
tluruwiug Stones also. And there was nubudy to 



reprove them ; but these disorders were after a 
lioentioui^ manner in the city, as if it had no govern- 
ment over it. And such was the impudence* and 
boldness that had seized on the high* priests, that 
they had the hardness to send their servante into 
the thrashing-floors, to take away those tithes that 
were due to the priesto, insomuch that it so fell oat 
that the poorer sort of the priesto died for want. ^ 
To this degree did the violence of the seditious 
prevail over all right and justice. 

9. Now, when Porcius Festus wis sent as soo- 
oessor to Felix by Nero, the principal of the Jewish 
inhabitants at Cesarea went up to Rome to aoeuae 
Felix ; and he had certainly been brought to pun- 
ishment, unless Nero had vielded to the importu- 
nate solicitations of his brother Pallas, who was at 
that time had in the greatest honour by him. Two 
of the {mncipal Syrians in Cesarea persuaded Burr- 
huB, who was Nero's tutor, and secretary for his 
Greek epistles, by giving him a great sum of money, 
to disannul that equality of the Jewish privileges of 
citizens which they hitherto enjoyed. So Burrhas, 
by his solicitations, obtained leave of the emperor, ' 
that an epistle should be written to that purpose. 
This epistle became the occasion of the following 
miseries that befel our nation ; for, when the Jews 
uf Cesarea were informed of the contents of this 
epistle to the Syrians, they were mere disorderly 
than before, till a war was kindled. 

10. Upon Festos's coming into Jodea, it hap- 
pened that Judea was afflicted by the robbers, 
while all the vilUges were set on fire, and plundered 
by them. And then it was that the ftcarii, as 
they were called, who were robbers, grew numerous. 
They made use of snuill swords, not much different 
in length from the Persian aeiiMoa, but somewhat 
crooked, and like the Roman stem [or sicklesyj as 
they were called ; and from these weapons these 
robbers got their denomination ; and with these 
weapons they slew a great many ; for they mingled 
themselves among the multitude at their fsBtivaU, 
when they were come up in crowds from all parte 
to the city to worship God, as we said before, and 
easily slew those tliat they had a mind to day. 
They also came frequently upon the villages be- 
longing to their enemies, with their weapons, and 
plundered them, and set them on fire. So Festus 
sent forces, both horsemen and footmen, to fiiU 
upon those that had been seduced by a certain im- 
postor, who promised them deliverance and free* 
dom from the miseries they were -under, if they 
would but follow him as £ar as the wilderness. 
Accordingly those forces that were sent deetroycd 
both him that had deluded them and those that 
were his followers also. 

11. About the same time king Agrippa built 
himself a very large dining-room in the roval paUce 
at Jerusalem, near to the poiiioo. Now this palace 
had been erected of old by the children of Asamo- 
nens, and wassituato upon an elevation, and afforded 
a most delightful prospect to those that bad a mind 
to take a view of the city, which prospect was de- 
cked by the king ; and tliere he could lie down, 
and eat| and tlience observed what was done in the 
temple : which thing, when the chief men of Jeru- 
salem saw, they were very much displeased at it ; 
for it was not agreeable to the institutions of our 

• Th« wMraawm 1mm wmtott peonllw •b'I •xtHMrtiiMry. tli»l th» 
blgh-prirau sboukt to oppRM Uwlr brcthm ih« prlMt% as t« Mar** rb* 
txioivat uT them to daf^h. a«« " "' "" " " ' " '^ "'" 

fatal erkuMs an «o« 
tho Ulij( in »ll afai 
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country or law that what was done in the temple 
■hould be viewed bjr others, especially what belonged 
to the saerifiees. They therefore erected a wall 
upon the uppermost building whieh belonged to the 
inner court of the temple towards the west ; whieh 
wall, when it was built, did not only intercept the 
prospect of the dining-room in the palace, but also 
lyf the western cloisters that belonged to the outer 
eouri of the temple also, where it was that the 
Romans kept guards for the temple at the festivals. 
At these doings both king Agrippa, and principally 
Festns the procuratc^, were much displeased ; and 
Castas ordered them to pull the wall down again : 
but the Jews petitioned nim to give them leave to 
send an embassage about this matter to Nero ; for 
they said they oould not endure to live if any part 
of the temple should be demolished ; and when 
Festns had giv^i them leave so to do, they sent ten 
of their principal men to Nero, as also Ismael the 
high'prisst, and Helcias, the keeper of the sacred 
trcasore. And when Nero had heard what they 
had to say, he not only forgave* them what they 
had already done, but also gave tliem leave to let 
the wall they had built stand. This was granted in 
order to gratify Poppea, Nero's wife, who was a 
religkms woman, and had requested these favours 
of Nero, and who gave orders to the ten ambassa- 
don to go their Way home ; but retained Helcias 
and Ismael as hostages with herself. As soon as 
the king heard this news, he gave the hirh-priest- 
hood to Joseph, who was caUed Cabi, the son of 
Simon, formerly high-priest. 



CHAPTER IX. 

001fCSBJ«lIIO 1LBINU8, UNDER WHOSE FBOCUBaTOK- 
8BIP JAMES wis SLAIN ; AS ALSO WHAT EDIFICES 
WBEB BUILT BT AORIPPA. 

§ I. Ajcb now Caesar, upon hearing the death of 
Festns, sent Albinus into Jodea, as procurator ; 
but the king denrived Joeeph of the high-priesthood, 
and bestowed tne succession to that dignity on the 
son of Ananns, who was also himself called Ananus. 
Now the report goes, that this elder Ananus proved 
a most fortunate man ; for he had five sons, who 
had all psfibrmed the office of a high- priest to God, 
and he had himself enjoyed that dignity a long time 
formerly, which had never happened to any other 
of onr Idgh-priests ; but this younger Ananus, who, 
as we have told you already, took the high-priest- 
hood, was a bold man in his temper, and very inso- 
lent ; ha was also of the sect of tlie Sadducees,t 
who were very rigid in judgmg offenders, above all 
the rest of the Jews, as we have already observed ; 
srhen, therefore, Ananus was of this disposition, he 
thought he had now a proper opportunity [to exer- 
eise his authority]. Festus was now dead, and 
Albinus was but upon the road ; so he assembled 

• W* havt hen one anilaent oxampl* of Vcrot inlldnMS and goed- 
■«M IB hte fovenuiMat towwrdj the J«ws, duriD« th* flnt flv* jwin of 
hii rtten, w flnwiu la anttquUj ; w* hs«« pnrtiap* aaotlMr la JoMpbuCs 
own Ltib, Met. a : and • thlnl, thougb of • Terj diflbrent tuitun, her* 
is mat, t^iMt belbn. Howftvw, both tho ■ttOOTottsaeuoridiMtan wnc 

obtaiMd uTNera b;Lliqi 

raJ«wldli 



va^ 



V» ptlTMfely ■ 



r, both th« e«Bwou» aou of kin Jwi wnc 
PoppM, who WW • nUgtoiu lad/, and 
«ljt«, and M war* notowtnc uiUnl* W 



hjiMaeljta, 



t It kamoa cvtdantly apiiaan that Saddaccca might ba hlgh-prtaiU la 
the da|a of Joaaphaa^ and that th«aa dadduceca w«t« osually very aavct* 
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a.or« aaaraUbl, aa amean bjr Baland'a Instaacea la his not* on 
£lae«, and ea Jiwphoa^ Life, aeek 94, and thoaa takea fram the 
TaataJMant, ftwn Jeaaphua hlnuair, and from the labMna ; ner d 
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« laur thaa thla hlgh-pri«at la all Joaaphua. 



the sanhedrim of the judges, and brought before 
them the brother of Jesus, who was called Christ, 
whose name was Jame^ and some oUiers, [or, some 
of his companions] ; and when he liad formed an 
accusation against them as breakers of the law, he 
delivered them to be stoned : but as for those who 
seemed the most equitable of the citizens, and such 
as were the most uneasy at the breach of the laws, 
they disliked what was done ; they also sent to the 
king [Agrippa], desiring him to send to Ananus 
that he should act so no more, for that what he had 
already done was not to be justified : nay, some of 
them went also to meet Albinus, as he was upon his 
journey from Alexandria, and informed him that it 
was not lawful for Ananus to assemble a sanhedrim 
without his consent i^ — whereupon Albinus com- 
plied with what they had said, and wrote in anger 
to Ananus, and threatened that he would bring him 
to punishment for what he had done ; on which 
king Agriopa took the high-priesthood from him, 
when he had ruled but three montlis, and made 
Jesus, the son of Damneus, high -priest 

2. Now, as soon as Albinus was come to the city 
of Jerusalem, he used all his endeavours and care 
that the country might be kept in peace, and this 
by destroying many of the tiearii ; but as for the 
high-priest Ananias,§ he increased in glory every 
day, and this to a great deeree, and had obtained 
the favour and esteem of Uie citizens in a signal 
manner ; for he was a great hoarder up of money : 
he therefore cultivated the friendship of Albinus, 
and of the high-priest [Jesus], by making them 
presents ; he also had servants who were very 
wicked, who joined themselves to the boldest sort 
of the people, and went to the thrashing-floors, and 
took away the tithes that belonged to the priests by 
violence, and did not refrain from beating such as 
would not give these tithes to them. So the other 
high-priests acted in the like manner, as did those 
his servants, without any one being able to prohibit 
them ; so that [some of the] priests, that of old 
were wont to be supported with those tithes, died 
for want of food. 

3. But now the iiearii went into the city by 
night, just before the festival, which was now at 
baud, and took the scribe belonging to the governor 
of the temple, whose name was Eieazar, who was 
the son of Ananus (Ananias) the high-priest^ and 
bound him, and carried him away wiUi them ; after 
which they sent to Ananias, and said that they 
would send the scribe to him, if he would persuade 
Albinus to release ten of those prisoners which he 
had caught of their party ; so Ananias was plainly 
forced to persuade Albinus, and gained his request 
of him. This was the beginning of greater calami- 
ties ; for the robbers perpetually contrived to catch 
some of Ananias's servants ; and when they had 

I Of Oila eoademnatton of Jatnea the Juai, and lu eantaa. aa alao that 
he did not die UU long aftenrarda, aae Prim. Ohrlat. BevlTed. vol. UL 
ch. 43-40. The aanhcdrlm oondemneil oar Saviour, but oould net put 
him to death without the approbation of the Bomaa piacaiator i nor 
oould therofiM* Anaiilaa and hU Mnhcdrlna do mure Bere» ainee they 
never had Alblnna'a approbation ftir tha putting of (hia Jamea to death. 

I Thu Anaaiaa wae not the ton of Kebadeaa, aa I taha It, bat he wha 
wa« called Annas or Annauua the Eklnr, the 8th In the aatakfue. aad 
who had been eateemed htgh-arleet for a long linw ; aad bwMca, Oda- 
phaa hla aon*ln-law bad five of hia owa aona hlgh-prleata alter htm, who 
wer«- thoaa of numbera 11, 14, 15, 17, SI, In the fbrcgolag eatakgne. 
^or ought we to pea* dlghtly over what Joaaphua here mya of thi« Aa- 
naa or Aunanlaa, that haVaa hlgh>prieat a long time befoie hla cfaU- 
dreu were ao ; he wa« the aon of Seth. aad la Mt down flnt for high- 
prieat In the foregoing catalogue, under number 0. He waa made bj 
<iairinus, and continued tUl lamael, the 10th number, for about twenlj- 
thiee yaan } wbleh kmg dutatloa of hia hlgh.pneatheod. Joined to the 
auce e aaione of hla »on.la-tatw, and Ave ehlUxan of hla own, made him a 
aort of perpetual hlgh-pilaat, aad waa perfaape tha oeeaakm that Umntt 
higb.prleata kept their titiee erer afterwardaj fbrlbalatre ttlahaniir 
mat with bafoia him 
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taken them alive, tbey woold not let them go till 
tliey thereby recovered some of their own iiearii : 
and as they were again become no small number, 
Uiey grew bold, and were a great affliction to the 
whole country. 

4. About this time it was that Agrippa built 
Cesarea Philippi larger than it was befora, and, in 
honour of Nero, named it Neronias ; and when he 
had built a theatre at Berytus, with vast expenses, 
he bestowed on them shows, to be exhibited every 
year, and snent therein many ten tliousand 
[drachmee] ; he also ^ve the people a largess of 

com, and distributed oil among them, and adorned 
the entu^ city with statues of lus own donation, and 
with original images made by ancient hands ; nay, 
he almost transferred all that was most ornamental 
in his own kingdom thither. This made him more 
than ordinarUy hated by his subjects ; because he 
took those things away that belonged to them, to 
adorn a foreign city ; and now Jesus the son of 
Gamaliel, became the successor of Jesus, the son of 
Danmeus, in the high-priesthood, which the king 
had taken from the other ; on which account a se- 
dition arose between the high -priests, with regard 
to one another ; for they got together bodies of the 
people, and frequently came, from reproaches, to 
throwing of stones at each other ; but Ananias was 
too hara for the rest, by his riches, — which enabled 
hUn to gain those that were the most ready to re- 
ceive. Costoburus also, and Sauhis, did themselves 
get together a multitude of wicked w retches, and 
this because they were of the royal family ; and so 
they obtained lavour among them, because of their 
kindred to Agrippa : but still they used violence 
with the people, and were very ready to plunder 
those that were weaker than themselves. And from 
that time it principally came to pass^ that our city 
was greatly disordered, and that all things grew 
worse and worse among us. 

5. But when Albinus heard that Oessius Floms 
was coming to succeed him, he was desirous to ap- 
pear to do somewhat that might be grateful to tne 
people of Jerusalem : so he brought out all those 
prisoners who seemed to him to be the most plainly 
worthy of death, and ordered them to be put to 
doath accordingly. But as to those who had been 
put into prison on some trifling occasion, he took 
money of them, and dismiBsed them ; by which 
means the prisons wero indeed emptied, but the 
ooontry was filled with robbers. 

6. Now, as many of the Levites,* which is a tribe 
of oars, as wero singers of hynms, persuaded the 
kmg to assemble a sanhedrim, and to sive them 
leave to wear linen garments, as well as the priests : 
for they eaid this would be a work worthy the times 
of his government, that he might have a memorial 
of such a novelty, as being his doing. Nor did thev 
fail of obtaining their desiro ; for the king, with 
the suffrages of those that came into the sanh edrim, 
granted tne singers of hvmns this privilege, that 
they might lay aside their former garments, and 
wear such a linen one as they desired ; and as a 
part of this tribe ministered in the temple, he aUo 

Krmitted them to learn those hymns as they had 
sought him for. Now all this was contrary to 
the laws of our country, which whenever they have 
been transgressed, we have never been able to 
avoid the punishment of such transgressions. 

• TUs iBwUat pMlttoa of •OHM or Um LtvllM, to 
fhiiMBla when Umj anng liyiiiiM to Ood ' '" ' 
Uy owln« to the gmU dapnMUw Mid « ^ 
knd bruught thakr bnUinn th« pffl*.to 
t, Mul ah. u. wet. a. 



tod la the lamule, wm v«n proba- 
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7. And now it was that the temple was ftiii8hed.f 
So, when the people saw that the workmen were 
unemployed, who wero above eighteen thousand, 
and tnat they, receiving no wages, wero in wan^ 
because they had earned theur bread by their la- 
bours about the temple ; and while they wero un- 
wilUng to keep them by iheur treasuries that wero 
thero deposited, out of fear of [their being eaxried ^ 
away by] the Rtunans ; and while they ItuA a re- 
gard to die making provision for the workmen, they 
had a mind to expend those treasures upon them ; 
for if any one of them did but labour for a aingfte 
hour, he received his pay immediately ; so they 
persuaded him to robuild the eastern cknsten. 
These cloisters belonged to the outer court, aod 
wero situated in a deep valley, and had walls that 
rMohed four hundred cubits [in length], aod were 
built of squaro and very white stones, the length of 
each of which stones was twenty cubits, and their 
height six cubits. This was the work of king Solo- 
mon,t who first of all built the entiro temple. 
But king Agrippa, who had the caro of the temple 
commited to him by CUudins Cnsar, considered ^ 
that it is easy to demolish any building, but hard 
to build it up again, and that it was partioidarly 
hard to do it to those cloisters, which would roquiro 
a considerable tune, and neat sums of money, he 
denied the petitioners their request about that 
matter ; but he did not obstruct them when they 
desired the city might be paved with white stone. 
He also deprived Jesus, the son of Gamaliel, of the 
high-priesthood, and gave it to Matthias, the sou 
of Theophilus, under whom the Jews' war with the 
Romans took its begining. 



CHAPfER X. 

AN EMUMCRATION OF THE HIQH-PRIIRS. 

§ 1. And now I think it propei^ and agieeable to 
hi^ry, to give an account of our high-priests ; 
bow thev be^ui, who those aro which aro capable 
of that dignity, and how many of them thero had 
been at the end of the war. In the first place, 
dieroforo, history informs us that Aaron, the bro- 
ther of Moses, officiated to God as a high-priest ; and 
that, after his death, his sons succeeded him im- 
mediately ; and that this dignity hath been eon- 
tinned down from them all to their posterity. 
Whence it is a custom of our conntiy, that no one 
should take the high-priesthood of God, but he who 
is of the blood of Aaron, while every one that is of 
another stock, though he wero a kmg, can never 
obtain that high-priesthood. Aceordinglv, the 
number of all the high-priests from Aaron, of whom 
we have afready sp<3cen as the first of them, until 
Phanas, who was made high-priest during the war 
by the seditious, was eighty-three ; of whom thir- 
teen officiated as high-priests in the wilderness, 
from the days of Moses, whUe the tabernacle was 
standing, until the people came into Judea, wh^n 
king Solomon erected the temple to God ; for at 
first they held the high-priesthood till the eud of 
their life, although afterward they had suooesson 

t Of thb Snkhlnf, net or th* Na6( or hetg hum, trntoT Um UpOPy 
or cMirt* aboat it, oAlJod la foMnl tho fam^, mo tbo ootm on h. avU. 
eh. X. wet. a. . . .^ 

t Uf tho • elotaton of Sotomoo, ••• Um dMcription of th« tom(>le, eh 
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tumorUMvaUoy. 
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while they were alive. Now these thirteen, who 
were the descendants of two of the sons of Aaron, 
veceired this dig^nitj by sneoession, one after ano- 
ther ; for their form of goyemment was an aris- 
tocracy, and alter that a monarchy, and in the 
third place the government was regal. Now, the 
nomber of years during the rule of these thirteen, 
from the days when our fathers departed out of 
S^ypt, under Moses their leader, untu the building 
ofthat temple whieh king Solomon erected at Je- 
rusalem, were six hundred and twelve. After those 
thirteen high-priests, eighteen took the high-priest- 
hood at Jerusalem, one in succession to another, 
from the days of king Solomon until Nebuchad- 
nezzar, king of Babylon, made an expedition against 
that catjf and burnt the temple, and removed our 
aatioo into Babylon, and then took Josadek, the 
high-priest, captive ; the time of these high-priests 
were four hundred and 8ixt|r-six years, six months, 
and ten days, while the Jews were still under the 
regal government. But after the term of seventy 
years' eaptirity under the Babylonians, Cyrus king 
of Persia, sent the Jews from Babylon to their own 
land again, and gave them leave to rebuild their 
temple ; at which time Jesus, the son of Josadek, 
took the high-priesthood over the captives when 
they were returned home. Now he and his poster- 
ity, who were in all fifteen^ unto king Antiochus 
Enpator, -were under a democratical government 
for four hundred and fourteen years ; and then 
the forementioned Antiochus and Lysias the general 
of his army, deprived Onias, who was called Men- 
daos, of the high-priesthood, and slew him at Berea ; 
and driving away the son [of Onias the thu^l], put 
Jacimus into the high-priest's place, one that was 
indeed of the stock of Aaron, but not of the family 
of Onias. On which account Onias, who was the 
nephew of Onias that was dead, and bore the same 
name with his father, came into Egypt, and got into 
the friendship of Ptolemy Philometor, and Cleo- 
patra his wife, and persuaded them to make him 
the high-priest of thattemple which he built to God 
in the perfectnie of Heliopolis, and this iu imitation 
of that at Jerusalem ; but as for the temple whieh 
was built in Egypt, we have spoken of it frequently 
already. Now when Jacimus had retained the 
priesthood three years, he died, and there was no 
one that succeeded him, but the city continued 
seven ^-ears without a high-priest. But then the 
posterity of the sons of Asamoneus, who had the 
government of the nation conferred upon them, 
when they had beaten the Macedonians in war, 
appointed Jonathan to be their high- priest, who 
ruled over them seven years. And when he had 
been slain by the treacherous contrivance of Tryplio, 
as we have related somewhere, Simon his brother 
took the high-priesthood ; and when he was de- 
stroyed at a feast by the treachery of his son-in-biw, 
his own son, whose name was Hyrcanus, suc- 
ceeded him, after he had held the hieh-priesthood 
•ne year longer than his brother. This Hyrcanus 
enjoyed that dignity thirty years, and diea an old 
man, leaving the suooeflsLon to Judas, who was also 
called Aristobulus, whose brother Alexander was 
his heir ; which Judas died of a sore distemper, 
after he had kept the priesthood, together with the 
royal authority ; for wis Judas was the first that 
put on his head a diadem, for one year. And when 
Alexander had been both kin^ and high-nriest 
twenty-seven ^ears, he departed this life, ana per- 
mitted his wife Alexandra to appoint him that 



should be high-priest ; so she gave the high-priest- 
hood to Hyrcanus, but retained the kingdom herself 
nine years, and then departed this life. The like 
duration [and no longer] did her son Hyrcanus 
enjoy the high-priesthood ; for after her death his 
brother Aristobulus fought against him, and beat 
and deprived him of his principality ; and he did 
himself both reign and perform the ofiBce of high- 
priest to God*. But when he had reigned three 
years, and as many months, Pompey came upon 
him, and not only took the city of Jerusalem by 
force, but put him and his children in bonds, and 
sent them to Rome. He also restored the high- 
priesthood to Hyrcanus, and made him governor of 
the nation, but forbade him to wear a diadem. This 
Hyrcanus ruled, besides his first nine years, twen- 
ty-four years more, when Barzaphames and Paco- 
rus, the generals of the Parthians, passed over 
Euphrates, and fought with Hyrcanus, and took him 
alive, and made Antieonus, the son of Aristobulus, 
king ; and when he had reigned three years and 
three months, Sosius and Herod besieged him, and 
took him, when Antony had bun brought to An- 
tiooh, and shun there. Herod was then made king 
by the Romans, but did no longer appoint high- 
priests out of tbe family of Asamoneus ; but made 
certain men to be so that were of no eminent faini- 
liee, but barely of those that were priests, exoepting 
that he gave that dignity to Aristobulus ; for when 
he had mado this Aristobulus, the grandson of that 
Hyreanua who was then taken by the Parthians, 
and had taken his sister Mariamne to wife, he 
thereby aimed to win the good-will of the people, 
who had a kind remembrance of Hyrcanus [his 
srandfather]. Yet did he afterward, out of his 
fear lest they should all bend their inclinations to 
Aristobulus, put him to death, and that by contriv- 
ing how to have him suffocated, as he was swim- 
ming at Jericho, as we have ahready reUted that 
matter ; but after this man, he never intrusted the 
high-priesthood to the posterity of the sons of Asa- 
moneus. Archebius also, Herod's son, did like his 
father in the appointment of the high-priests, as did 
the Romans also, who took the government over 
the Jews into their hands afterward. Accordingly 
the number of the high-priests, from the days of 
Herod until the day when Titus took the temple 
and the city, and burnt them, were in all twenty- 
eight ; the tune also that belonged to them was a 
hundred and seven years. Some of these wer^ the 
political govemora of the people under tlie reign of 
Herod, and under the reign of ArcheUus his son, 
although, after their death, the government became 
an aristocracy, and the high-priests were intrusted 
with a dominion over the nation. And thus much 
may suffice to be said oonoerning our high-priests. 



CHAPTER XI. 

CONCBRNINO FLOBUS THE PBOCUKATOB, WHO NKCRS- 
SITATKD THB JEWS TO TAKE UP AliMS AGAINBT 
THE KOMANS. THE CONCLUSION. 

§ 1. Now Gessius Floras, who was sent as succes- 
sor to Albinus by Nero, filled Judea with abundance 
of miseries. He was by birth of the city of Clazo- 
menee, and brought along with him his wife Cleopatra 
(by whose friendship with Poppea, Nero's wife,' he 
obtained this government), who was no way different 
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from him in wickedneeB. This Floras was so 
wick«d. Mid 80 violent in the use of his anthority, 
that the Jews took Albinus to hare been [compan- 
tivelv] their benefactor; so excessiye were the 
mischiefs that he brought upon them. For Albinus 
eoncealed his wickedness, and was careful that it 
might not be discovered to all men ; but Gresstus 
Floras, as though he had been sent on purpose to 
■how his crimes to everybody, made a pompous 
ostentation of them to our nation, as never omitting 
any sort of violence, nor any unjust sort of punish- 
ment ; for he was not to be moved by pity, and 
never was satisfied with any degree of gain that 
came in his way ; nor had m any more regard to 
great than to small acquisitions, but beoune a part- 
ner with the robbers themselves ; for a great many 
fell then into that practice without fear, as having 
him for their security, and depending on him, that 
he would save them harmless in their particular 
robberies ; so that there were no bounds set to the 
nation's miieries ; but the unhappy Jews, when 
they were not able to bear the devastations which 
the robbers made among them, were all under a 
necessity of leaving their own habitations, and of 
fl vini^way, as hoping to dwell more easily anywhere 
else in the world among foreigners [tnan in their 
own oountiy]. And what need I say any more 
upon this head ! since it was this Floras who ne- 
cessitated us to take up arms against the Romans, 
while we thought it better to be destroyed at once, 
tlttu by little and little. Now this war began in 
the second year of the government of Floras, and 
the twelfth year of the reign of Nero. But then 
what actions we were forced to do, or what miseries 
we were enabled to suffer, may be accurately known 
by such as will peruse those books which I have 
written about the Jewish war. 

2. I shall now, therefore, make an end here of 
my Antiquities; after the conclusion of which 
events, I began to write that account of the war ; 
and these Antiquities contain what hath been deli- 
vered down to us from the original creation of man, 
until the twelfth year of the reign of Nero, as to 
what hath befallen the Jews, as well in Egypt as in 
Syria, and in Palestine, and what we have suffered 
Irom the Assyriaus and Babylonians, and what af- 
flictions the Fersians and Macedonians, and after 
them the Romans, have brought upon us ; for I 
think I ma^ say that I have composed this history 
with sufficient accuracy in all things. I have at- 
tempted to enumerate those high-priests that we 
have had during the interval of two tnousand years ; 
I have also carried down the succession of our kings, 
and related their actions, and political administra- 
tion, without [considerable] errors, as also the power 
of our monarcbs ; and aU acoordin|| to what is 
written in our sacx^Bd books ; for this it was that I 
promised to do in the beginning of this hiitory. 
And I am so bold as to say, now I have so com- 
pletely perfected the work I proposed to myself to 
do, that no other person, whether he were a Jew or 
a foreigner, had he ever so great an inclination to 



it, could so accurately deliver these accounts to Hio 
Greeks as is done in these books; For those of m j 
own nation freely acknowledge that I far exceed 
them in the learning belonging to the Jews ; I bare 
also taken a great deal of pains to obtain the leazn* 
iog of the Greeks, and understand the elemeot of 
the Greek Unguage, although I have so Icmg ac- 
customed myaelf to speak our own tongue, that I 
cannot pronounce Greek with sufficient exacfcneaa : 
for our nation does not eneonrsge those that team 
the languages of many nations, and so adorn their 
discourses with the smoothness of their periods ; 
because they look upon this sort of accomplishment 
as common, not only to all sorts of freemen, bat to 
as many of the servants as please to lesm than. 
But they give him the testimony of being a wise 
man who is fully acquainted with our hiws, and is 
able to interpret their meaning ; on which account, 
as there have been many who have done their en- 
deavours with great patience to obtain this learning, 
there have yet hardly been so many as two or three 
that have succeeded therein, who were immediataly 
well rewarded for their pains. 

3. And now it will not be perhaps an invidionk 
thing, if I treat briefly of my^ own £unily, and of the 
actions of my own li&,* while there are still living 
such as can either prove what I say to be false, or 
can attest that it is true ; with which accounts I 
shall put an end to 'these Antiquities, which are 
contained in twenty books, and sixty thousand 
verses. And if Godf permit me, I will briefly nm 
over this war again, with what befel us therein to 
this very day, which is the thirteenth year of the 
reign of Ceenr Domitian, and the fifty* sixth of my 
own life. I have also an intention to writs three 
books concerning our Jewish opinions about God 
and his essence, and about our laws ; why, accord- 
ing to them, some things are permitted us to do, 
and others are prohibited. 

» Th« LUb b«« raterMl to, will U fbvnd at Um bifliiBl^ of tha 
volume. 

t WhM JoMphw 1mi« dMluHlik lataattea to do. ifoa pm 
to glv« th« wMiojig^ am abridgmttU ^f Hu </»f*«*^ ^», >ad 



,_ _ Mfw^y, the lath DomMiHi. «r a. ». 

flSy it noc, that I h»v« otaatrvod, ukvo AlMloet notko of bty aoy omi 
DOT do wa iMMT of it ciMwhero, whetb«r ho porforoMd what ho httaodad 
ornot. SoBoortlMrMMOMorthudoOlgaor htomtghtpoHiiKxkcv hM 
obMrration of the maaj ornin ho had bean guiltjr of b tho ewe fljvt 
books of thoM MTcn bodka oT tho War, whleh w«i« writMn wbwhowaa 
oompuaavoly toobc. and koi acquainted with the jowUi aaxiir^tim 
than ho now wiia, aad in which abridcment wo might ha«« hoped to 
Sod ihoaa man^ pa Magna whMi htmarll^ aa won ao thoaa aa*omi |>aa> 
Mgaa which other* refer to, as written by him, but which are notaitant 
inhla praent work*. However, lineo many of hie own rateinoes to 
what ho had written alMwhon, aa well » moat of hia own crron^ bakinc 
to auch early timca di could not well oome into tbto abrldgmoBt of the 
JcwiahWar; and olnoe none of thoee that quote tUofi net bow extant 
in his work, including hlmaelf aa well as ethcUL ever otto any toeh 
aliridgmont, I am fbroed rather to snppoM that he never did |wt41sh 
any such work at all; X mean, as diotinet Ikom his own Lift, written by 
hlmaelf, tot au appendix to these AnUquiUse, and this at least seven 
years after these Antiqiutles wero flnkhed. Nor indeed does It anpear 
to me that JoMphoe over published that other woik hoio mao^wed, 
aa intended by him fbr the public also. I mean the three or iaor books 
eomemrmimg Cod oW Ms S«a«iM, and oonoemlag the Jmridk Lmmt wAy* 
OMordiiig to MsM, seew tUngt tnn ptrmUtd Ms Joes. o*id elAcrt preMtfi. 
ed : which bat seems to bo the aamo work which Jaos ph os had aho 
piomlsed, (r a^d pcrmMM, at the ocoolurioa of his PNiikoo to thcH Aa- 
tlqulttes:-«ordol suppose that ho ever publlahod any of than. The 
death of all his friends at ouurt. Vsapasiaa, Titus, and Domltlaa, aad 
the oooaing of thoee ho had no aoojualtitonce with to the crown, I aisKB 
Nerva and Tndaa, tofcCher with ale removal fkom Bomo to Judaa, with 
wbnt Miowed It, might oaally laloCTO^t auah hla Intontton, and fMvaal 
his ouUkatiuu of tlMMO works. 
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I I. * Whsbeas the war which the Jews made 
with the Koinaos hath been the greatest of all those, 
not Goly that have been in our times, but, in a 
manner, of those that ever were heard of ; both of 
those wherein eities have fought against cities, or 
nations against nations ; while some men who were 
not concerned in the affkirs themselves, have gotten 
together vain and contradictory stories by hearsay, 
and have written them down after a sophistitaU 
manner ; and while those that were there present 
have given £iUse accounts of things, and this either 
out of a humour of flattery to the Romans, or of 
hatred to the Jews ; and while their writings con- 
tain sometimes accusations, and sometimes eneomi- 
ttma, but nowhere the accurate truth of the facts, 
I have proposed to myself, for the sake of such as 
live under the government of the Romans, to trans- 
late those books into the Greek tongue, which I 
formerly composed in the language of our own 
country, and sent to the Upper Barbarians ;t I 
Joseph, the son of Matthias, by birth an Hebrew, 
a priest also, and one who at first fought against 
the Romans myself, and was forced to be present 
at what was done afterwards^ [am the author of this 
work.] 

2. Now at the time when this great concussion 

- !i^5 •lm4T©b««r»«d monUiaiionet, UiM Uila bbtOfroT th* 
9«wlah Warww Jonphoa'a lint work, utd pubiialMd about a. d. 73, 
«rl>» ^ WM batas jMaora«»t UMl thiu whea Im wnMIt, h* wMoot 
. — - - „._._. ..^ utrtni elrcttnutancoi of history ttom th» 
1, with which It bMfu, till omr hit own 

id fctnur iwrt of the ■oooprt book, aiid ao 

•onmitted numjf InvelaBUry •mn thwotai. That ho pnblUhod his 

M ^^.^M^ ^u .^^^^ ■lUrwMd, lo tho Wh jmntt I»onltlaa. a. ». 

h non oomplndy ae^uaintod with thoM aootoat 



thoroughly acaoamtod with mr 

daysoTlatioohiu Splphaaaa, « 

tiSBM^ eooiatn^d la tho flnt and 

•ommittod maay lavehut 

AatiaiiiUM <«Khto«a nata 

S8, wl«B ha wa» moeh noi 

2>"Mi> and aftor ho had ooniMd thoso mool andent hUtarlw. tho lint 

^'^^S^f^'t^* *"** ^ ChnaltlM of tiio Prtothood of John Hyr- 

eaana, *«. That aoeonUasbr ho than rarlowwi those parts of thU w<wk. 
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bsibro run Into. 
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of affairs happened, the affairs of the Romans 
themselves were in great disorder. Those Jew* 
also, who were for innovations, then arose when the 
times were disturbed ; they were also in a flourish- 
ing conditiott for strength and riches, insomuch' 
that the affairs of the eas^ were exceeding tumul- 
tuous, while some hoped for gain, and others were 
afraid of loss in such troubles ; for the Jews hoped 
that all of their nation which were beyond Eu- 
phrates would have raised an insurrection together 
with ihem. The Gauls also, in the neighbourhood 
of the Romans, were in motion, and the Celtae were 
not quiet ; but all was in disorder after the death 
of Nero. And the opportunity now offered induced 
numy to aim at the ro^al power : and the soldiery 
affected change, out of the hopes of getting money, 
I thought it therefore an absurd thmg to see tlie 
truth falsified in affairs of such great consequence, 
and to take no notice of it ; but to suffer those Greeks 
and Romans that were not in Hie wars to be igno- 
rant of these things, and to read either flatteries or 
fictions, while the Parthians, and the Babylouiaus, 
and the remotest Arabians, and those of our nation 
beyond Euphrates, with the Adiabeni, by my means, 
knew accurately both when the war begun, what 
miseries it brought upon us, and after what man- 
ner it ended. 

3. It is true, these writers have the confidence 
to call their accounts histories ; wherein yet they 
seem to me to fail of their own purpose, as well as 
to relate nothing that is sound ; for they have a 
mind to demonstrate the greatness of the Romans^ 
while they still diminish and lessen the actions of 
the Jews, as not discerning how it cannot be that 
those must appear to be great who have only con- 
quered those that were little ; nor are they ashamed 
to overloo k the length of the war, the multitude 
of the Roman forces who so greatly suffered in it, 
or the might of the commanders, — whose great la- 
bours about Jerusalem will be deemed inglorious, 
if what they achieved be reckoned but a small 
matter. 
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4. Howeyer, I will not go to the other extreme, 
imt of opposition to those men who extol the R4>- 
mans, nor will I determine to raise the actions of 
my oonntrymen too high ; bat I will prosecute the 
actions of both parties with accuracy. Yet shall 
I suit m^ language to the paesions I am under, as to 
the a£Eairs I describe, and must be allowed to in- 
dulge some lamentations upon the miseries under- 
gone by my own country ; for that it was a sedi- 
tious temper of our own that destroyed it ; and 
that they were the tyrants among the Jews who 
brought the Roman power upon us, who unwillingly 
attacked lUy and occasioned the burning of our holy 
temple ; Titus Caesar, who destroyed it, is himself 
a witness, who, daring the entbe war, pitied the 
people who were kept under by the seditious, and 
did often voluntarily de]a,y the taking of the city, 
and allowed time to the siege, in order to let the 
authors have opportunity for repentance. But if 
any one makes an unjust i&ousation against us, 
when we speak so passionately about the tyrants, 
or the robbers, or sorely bewail the misfortunes 
ef our counti'y, let him indulge my affections 
herein, though it be contrary to Uie rules for writ^ 
ing histonr ; because it had so come to pass, that 
our city Jerusalem had arrived at a higher degree 
of felicity than any other city under the Roman 
ffovemment, and vet at hwt fell into the sorest ca- 
lamities again. Accordingly it appears to me, that 
the mlafortunes of all men, from the beginning of 
the world, if they be compared to these of the 
Jews, * are not so vouaiderable as they were ; wliile 
the authors of them were not foreigners neither. 
This makes it impossible for me to contain my 
lamentations. But, if any one be inflexible in his 
censures of me, let him attribute the facts them- 
selves to the historical part, and the hunentations to 
the writer himself only. 

5. However, I may justly blame the learned 
men among the Greeks, who, when such great ac- 
tions have been done in their own times, which, 
upon the comparison, quite eclipse the old wars, do 
yet sit as judges of those affairs, and pass bitter 
censures upon the Ubours of the best writers of 
antiquity ; which modems, although they may be 
superior to the old writers in eloquence, yet are 
they inferior to them in the execution of wliat they 
intended to do. While these also write new his- 
tories about the Assyrians and Modes, as if the an- 
cieut writers had not described their affairs as they 
ought to have done ; although these be as far infe- 
rior to them in abilities as they are different in 
tiieir notions from them ; for of old, every one took 
upon them to write what happened in his own time ; 
where tbeir immediate concern in the actions made 
their promises of value ; and where it must be re- 
proachful to write lies, when they must be known 
by the reader to Le such. But then, an under- 
taking to preserve the memory of what hath not 
been before recorded, and to represent the affairs 
of one's own time to those that come afterwards, 
is real ly worthy of praise and commendation. Now, 
he is to be esteemed to have taken good pains in 
earnest, not who duea no more than change the dis- 
position and order uf other men's works, but he who 
not only relates what had not been related before, 
but composes an entire body of history of his own : 

• That th«» aatemlUM of Om J«wi, who war* ov >?»rloai^ murdw. 
m, WW* to Iw Um uMlMt Uuu hwl evOT Iwoa ilnoe the bcfionlof oT 
Ite world. Mir Savloar had dinetl/ foraudd. Matt. x«l»71l ; Tifntk 
tOk l» I liiifco ui. n^M ( WHl thM tfcoy |««v«l to bo Mioh aoounUnsly. 
J JMphiM it hu9 a moM auUMttUo witnaoa. '— w* 



accordingly, I have been at great charges, and have 
taken very great pains [about this history], though 
I be a foreigner ; and do dedicate this wcrk, as a 
memorial of great actions, both to the Greeks and 
to the Barbarians. But, for some of our own prin- 
cipal men, their mouths are wide open, and their 
tongues loosed presentiy, for gain and law-suitSi 
but quite muzzled up when they are to write his* 
tory, where they must speak truth and gather lacts 
together with a great deal of pains ; and so they 
leave the writing of such histories to weaker peo- 
ple, and to such as ore not acouainted with the ac- 
tions of princes. Yet shall the real truth of his- 
torical facts be preferred by us, how much soever 
it be neglected among the Greek historians. 

6. To write concerning the Antiquities of the 
Jews, who they were [originally], and how they 
revolted from the Egvptians, and what country 
they travelled over, and what countries they seized 
upon afterward, and how they were removed out 
of them, 1 think this not to be a fit opportunity, 
and, on other accounts, also superfluoua ; and tlus 
because many Jews before me have composed the 
histories of our ancestors very exactly ; as have 
some of the Greeks done it also, and have trans- 
lated our histories into their own tongue, and have 
not much mistaken the truth in their histories. 
But then, where the writers of these aflOurs and 
our prophets leave off, thence shall I take my rise, 
and begin my history. Now, as to what concerns 
that war which happened in my own time, I will go 
over it venr largely, and with all the diligence I 
am able ; but, for what preceded mine own age, 
that I shall run over briefly. 

7. [For example, I shall relate] how Antiochus, 
who was named Epiphanes, took Jerusalem by 
force, and held it three years and three months, 
and was then ejected out of the country by the sons 
of Asamoneus : after that, how their posterity 
quarrelled about the government, and brought upon 
their settiement the Romans and Pompey ; how 
Herod also, the son of Antipater, dissolved theb 
government, and brought Socins upon them ; as 
also how our people made a sedition upon Herod's 
death, while Augustus was the Roman emperor, 
and Quintilius Varus was in that country ; and 
how the war broke out in the twelfih year of Nero, 
with what happened to Gestius ; and what pUces 
the Jews assaulted in an hostile manner in the first 
sallies of the war. 

8. As also, [I shall rehite] how they buUt walls 
about the neighbouring cities ; and how Nero^ upon 
Cestius's defeat, was in fear of the entire event of 
tiie war, and thereupon made Vespasian general in 
tills war ; and how this Yespasiai^ with the elder 
of his sons,'!' made an expedition into the country 
of Judea ; what was the number of the Roman 
army that he made use of ; and how many of his 
auxiliaries were cut off in all Galilee ; and how he 
took some of its cities entirely, and by force^ and 
others of them by treaty, and on terms. Now, 
when I am come so far, I shall describe the good 
order of the Romans in war, and the discipline of 
their legions : the amplitude of both the Galilees, 
with its nature, and the limits of Judea. And, be> 
sides this, I shall particularly go over what is pe- 
culiar to the countrr, the htices and fountains that 
are in them, and what miseries happened to evetj 
city as they were taken ; and all this witii aooumcy, 
as X saw the things done, or suffered in them ; fi>r 
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I shall hot conceal any of Uie calamitiea I myself 
endured, since I shall relate them to such as know 
the truth of them. 

9. After this [I shall relate] how, when the Jewtf 
affiurs were become very bad, Nero died ; and 
Yespasiany when he was going to attack Jemndem, 
was called back to take &e goTemmont upon him ; 
what signs happened to him relating to his gaining 
that gOTcmment, and what mutations of govem- 

' ment tiien happened at Rome, and how he was un- 
willingly made emperor by his soldiers ; and how, 
upon his departure to Egypt, to take upon him the 
government of the empire, the affairs of the Jews 
became yeiy tumultuous ; as also how the tyrants 
rose up against them, and fell into dissensions 
amongst themselves. 

10. Moreover [I shall relate] how Titus march- 
ed out of Egypt into Judea the second time ; as 
also how and where, and how many forces he got 
together ; and in what state the city was, by means 
of the seditious, at his commg ; what attacks he 
made, and how many ramparts he cast up ; of the 
three walls that encompassed the city, and of their 
measures ; of the strength of the city, and the 
structure of the temple and holy house ; and be- 
sides, the measures of those edifices, and of the 
altar, and all accurately determined. A descrip- 
tion also of certain of their festivals, and seven pu- 
rifications or days of purity,* and the sacred mi- 
nistrations of the prieste, with the garments of the 
priests, and of the high-priests ; and of the nature 
of the most holy place of the temple ; without con- 
cealing any thing, or adding any thing to the known 
truth of things. 



1 1. After this, I shall relate the barbarity of the 
tyrants towards the people of then* own nation, a* 
well as the indulgence of the Romans in sparing 
foreigners ; and how often Titus, out of his desire 
to preserve the city and the temple, invited the 
seditious to come to terms of accommodation. I 
shall also dtstin^[uish the sufferings of the people^ ' 
and their cabunities ; how fiur they were afflicted 
by the sedition, and how far by the famine, and at 
length were taken. Nor shall I omit to mention 
the midbrtunes of the deserters, nor the punish- 
ments inflicted on the captives ; as also how the 
temple was burnt against the consent of Ctesar ; 
and now many sacred things that had been laid up 
in the temple, were snatched out of the fire ; the 
destructbn also of the entire city, with the signs 
and wonders that went before it ; and the taking 
the tyrants captive, and the multitude of those that 
were made sUves, and into what different misfor- 
tunes they were every one distributed. Moreover, 
what the Romans did to the remains of the wall ; 
and how they demolished the strong-lu>lds that 
were in the country ; and how Titus went over the 
whole country, and settled its affairs; together 
with his return into Italy, and his triumph. 

12. I have comprehended all these things in 
seven books ; and have left no occasion for com- 
plaint or accusation to such as have been acquainted 
with this war ; and I have written it down for the 
sake of those that love truth, but not for thoee that 
please themselves [withtfietitious relations]. And 
I will begin my account of these things wiUi what 
I call my First Chapter. 
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BOOK 1. 

OOffTAimirO THE IlfTmVAL OF ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTT-SBVBN YEAA8. 

PROM ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANE8 TAKING JERUSALEM TO THE DEATH OF HEROD 

THE GREAT. 



CHAPTER I. 

HOW THB CITT OF JERUSALEM WAS TAKEN, AND THB 
TBMPLB PILLAGED [bt ANTIOCHUS BPIPHANBS]. 
AS ALSO OONCSRNINO THB ACHONS OF THB MAC- 
CABEES, MATTHIAS AND JUDAS ; AND OONCBRNINO 
THB DBATH OF JUDAS. 

(1. At the same time that Antiochus, who was 
oaUed Epiphanes, had a quarrel with the sixth 
Plc4emj about his right to the whole country of 
Syria, a great sedition fell among the men of power 
In Judea, and they had a contention about obtain- 
ing the government ; while each of those that were 
of diffnity could not endure to be subject to their 
equate. However, Onias, one of the high-priests, 

St the better, and east the sons of Tobias out of 
» eity ; who fled to Antiochusy and besought him 

, crmllMr 1h% fligf of parity, «r 
mtm, h. T. oh. r. moL 7. TiM niMi 



to make use of them for his leaders^ and to make 
an expedition into Judea. The kin^ being thereto 
disposed beforehand, complied with them, and 
came upon the Jews with a great army, and took 
their city b^ force, and slew a great multitude of 
thoee that atvoured Ptolemy, and sent out his sol- 
diers to plunder them, without mercy. He also 
spoiled the temple, and put a stop to the constant 
practice of offering a daihr sacrifice of expiation for 
th;ree years and six months. But Onias, the high- 
priest, fled to Ptolemy, and received a place from 
him in the Nomus of Heliopolis, where he built a 
city resembling Jerusalem, and a temple that was 
like its temple H* concerning which we shall speak 
more in its proper place hereafter. 



1 1 MC little dllhrmca Ib th* Mvwal Mooanto in Jowi»lias •bout Um 
Vlffptimn temiito Ontoa. of whloh' kwn oompbklnta mn mad* by hia 
•umnMnlBtom. Onlaa. li wt rnna . bop«d to b««« mad* It voky IIk> thai 
atJ«nmlani,aiidof tMBiMdliiMBalaiu} and to ha appcan to hare 
really dona, as araa be waaabia, and thoukhtproptr. Of this tanpH 
seeAntlq. b. xiU. ah. lU. asel. I, % tf and Of die War, b. fU. eh. s 
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3. Now Antioohiis was not satisfied either with 
bis unexpected taking the city, or with its pillage, 
or with the groat sUughter he had made there ; 
hat being overcome with his Tiolent passionsp and 
lememberine what he had suffered during the siege, 
be compelled the Jews to dissolve the Uws of their 
K^uBtry, and to keep their infants nndronmcised, 
|Dd to saerifioe swine's flesh npon the altar ; against 
ivfaich they all opposed themselves, and the most 
approved among tnem were put to death. Baochides 
alw, who was sent to keep the fortresses^ having 
^ese widced commands, joined to his own natural 
horhaiity, indulged all sorte of the eztremest wick- 
edness, and tormented the worthiest of the inha- 
bitant!^ man by man. and threatened their city 
every day with open destruction ; till at length he 
provoked the poor sufferers, by the extremity of 
his wicked doinss, to avenge themselves. 

3. Aoowdmg^ Matthias, the Bon of Aaamoneos, 
one of the pnests who lived in a village called 
Modin, snned himself, together with his own fiunily, 
which had five sons of his in it, and slew Bacohides 
with daggers ; and thereupon, out of the fear of the 
many garrisons [of the enemy], he fled to the 
mountains ; and so many of the people followed 
him, that he was encouraged to come down from 
the mountains, and to give battle to Antiochus's 
generalfl^ when he beat them, and drove them out 
of Judea. So he came to the pvemment by this 
his success, and became the pnace of his own peo- 
ple by their own free consent and then died, leav- 
mg the government to Judas, his eldest son. 

4. Now Judas, supposing that Antioohus would 
not lie still, gathered an army out of his own coun- 
trymen, and was the first that made a league of 
friendship with the Romans, and drove Epiphanes 
out of the country when he had made a second ex- 
pedition into it, and this by giving him a great de- 
feat there ; and when he was warmed by this great 
success, he made an assault upon the garrison that 
was in the city, for it had not been cut off hitherto ; 
so he ejected them out of the upper city, and drove 
the soldiers into the lower, which part of the city 
was called the CitadeL He then got the temple 
under his power, and cleansed the whole place, and 
walled it round about, and made new vessels for 
sacred ministrations, and brought them into the 
temple, because Ihe former vessels had been pro- 
fimoi. He also built another altar, and began to 
offer the sacrifices ; and when the citv had aiueady 
received its sacred constitntion agam, Antiochus 
died ; whose son Antiochus succeeded him in the 
kingdom, and in his hatred to the Jews also. 

5. So this Antiochus got together fifty thousand 
footmen, and five thousand horsemen, and four 
score elephants, and marched through Judea into 
the mountainous parts. He then took Bethsuni, 
which was a small city ; but at a place called Beth- 
gaeharias, where the passage was narrow, Judas 
met him with his army. However, before the forces 
joined battle, Judas's brother, lUeaxar, seeing the 
very highest of the elephants adorned with a urge 
tower, and with military trappings of gold to guard 
him, and supposing that Anti^us himself was 
upon him, he ran a great way before his own anny, 
and cutting his way through the enemies' troops, 
he got up to the elephant ; yet could not reach faim 
who seemed to be the king, by reason at his being 
so high ; but still he ran his weapon into the bell* 
of the beast, and brought him down upon himseli, 
and was crushed to death, having done no more 



than attempted great things, and showed that he 
preferred glory More life. Now he that governed 
the elephant was but a private man ; but had he 
proved to be Antiodius, Eleasar had perfonned 
nothing more by this bold stroke than that it might 
appear be chose to die, when he had Uie bare hope 
of thereby doing a glorious action ; nay, this dui- 
appobtment proved an omen to his brother [ Judas j 
how the entire battle would end. It is true that 
the Jews fought it out bravely for a long time ; but 
the king's forces, being superior in number, and 
haviog fortune on their side, obtained the victoiy ; 
and when a great many of his men were 'slun, 
Judas took the rest with him, and fied to the top- 
archy of Gophna. So Antiochus went to Jerusalem^ 
and staid there but a few days, for he wanted pro- 
visions, and so he went his wav. He left indeed a ' 
garrison behind him, such as he thought suflScient 
to JLoep the place ; but drew the rest of his army 
off, to take their winter-quarters in Syria. 

6. Now, after the king was departed, Judas was 
not idle ; for as many S his own nation came to 
him, so did he gather those that had escaped out of 
the battle togeUier, and gave battle agam to An- 
tioohus's generals at a village called Adaaa ; and 
being too nard for his enemies in the battle, and 
killing a great number of Uiem, he was at last him> 
self slam aleo. Nor was it many days afterward 
that hiB brother John had a plot laid against him 
by Antiochns's party, and was shun by them. 



CHAPTER II. 

CONCERNING THE BUOCRSSOBS OP JUDAS, WHO WSBB 
JONATHAN, SIMEON, AND JOHN HTBCANUS. 

( ]. When Jonathan who was Judas's brother, 
succeeded him, he behaved with great dreuoispee- 
tion in other respects, with relation to his own peo- 
ple ; and he corroborated his authority by preserv- 
ing his friendship with the Romans. He also made 
a league with Antiochus the son. Yet was not all 
this sufficient for his security ; for the tyrant Txy- 
pho, who was guardian to Antiochus's eon, laid a 
plot against him ; and, besides that, endeavoured 
to take off his friends, and caught Jonathan by a 
wile, as he was going to Ptolemais to Antiochus, 
with a few persons in his company, and put them in 
and then m " 



lly 



made an expedition against the 
Jews ; but when he was afterward driven away by 
Simeon, who was Jonathan's brother, and was en- 
raged at his defeat, he put Jonathan to death. 

2. However, Simeon managed the public affairs 
after a courageous manner, and took Gazaro, and 
Joppa, and Jamnia, whiofa were cities in the neigh- 
bourhood. He also got the garrison under, and 
demolished the dtadeL He was afterwards an 
auxiliaiy to Antiochus, against Tiypho, whom he 
besieged in Dora, before he went on his expedition 
against the Modes ; yet could not he make the kins 
ashamed of his ambition, though he had sarintud 
him in kilHng Tiypho ; for it was not long ere An- 
tiochus sent Cendebeus his general with an army to 
lay waste Judea, and to subdue Simeon ; yet he^ 
though he was now in years, oondncted the war as 
if he werea much younger man. He also sent hit 
sons widi a band of ttroag men against Antiochus, 
while he took part of the army himself with ham, 
and fell upon him from another quarter : he abe 
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laid a great inuij men in ambush in many plaeea 
of the mountains, and was superior in all his attacks 
upon them. And when be had been oonquexor after 
so glorious a manner, he was made high-priest, and 
also freed the Jews from the dominion of the Ma- 
cedonians, after a hundred and seven^ jrears of the 
•mptire [of Seieucus}. 

£ TUs Simeon had also a plot laid against him, 
and was slain at a feast by his son-in-hiw Ptolemy, 
who put his wife and two sons into prison, and sent 
some persons to kill John, who was also ealled Hyr- 
canns.* But when the young man was informed of 
their oomix^ beforehand, he made much haste to 
get to the eity, as haylDg a very gieat eonfidenoe in 
the people there, both on aocount of the memory of 
the glorious actions of his father, and of the hatred 
they could not but bear to the injustice of Ptolemy. 
Ftolemy also made an attempt to get into the ei^ 
by another gate, but was repelled by the people, 
who had just then admitted Hyrcanus ; so he re- 
tired presently to one of the foitresaes that were 
above Jericho, which waa called Dagon. Now, 
when Hyrcanus had reeeived the high-prieethood, 
which his father had held before, and had offered 
Bacrifioe to God, he made great haste to attack 
Ptolemy, tiiat he might affora relief to his mother 
and brethren. 

4. So he laid siege to the fortress, and waa supe- 
rior to Ptolemy in other respects, but was oyercome 
by him as to the just affection [he had for his rela- 
tions] ; for when Ptolemy was distr esse d, he 
brought forth his mother and his brethren, and set 
them upon the wall, and beat them with rods in 
eyery body's sight, and threatened^ that, unless he 
would go away immediately, he would throw them 
down headlong ; at which sight Hyrcanus's com- 
miseration and concern were too hard for his anger. 
But his mother was not dismayed, neither at the 
stripes she received, nor at the death with which 
she was threatened, but stretched out her hands, 
and prayed her son not to be moved with the inju- 
ries that she suffered, to spare the wretch ; since it 
was to her better to die by tlie means of Ptolemy 
than to live ever so long, provided he might be 
punished for the injurie»^he had done to their fa- 
mily. Now John's case was this : — When he con- 
fiidered the courage of his mother, and heard her en- 
treaty, he set about his attacks ; but when he saw her 
beaten, and torn to pieces with the stripes, he ^rew 
feeble, and was entirely overcome by hisadffections. 
And as the siege was delayed by this means, the 
year of rest came on, upon which the Jews rest 
every seyenth year as they do on every seventh 
day. On this year, therefore, Ptolemy was freed 
from being besieged, and slew the brethren of John, 
with tlieir mother, and fled to Zeno, who was also 
called Cotylas, who was the ^rant ol Philadelphia. 

5. And now Antiochus was so angry at what he 
had suffered from Simeon, that he made an expedi- 
tion into Judea, and sat down before Jerusalem, and 
besieged Hyrcanus : but Hyrcanus opened the se- 
pnlcm« of David, who was the richest of all kings, 
and took thence about three thousand talents m 
money, and induced Antiochus, by the promise of 
three thousand talents, to raise the siege. More* 

' Why thta Jebn th« wm of StaMon, th* hlgh.priMt sad governor of 
the iwna, wtw o»Uod Hyrcanus. JoaophiM nowharo lofarms m; nor U 
ho oOloit othtr ttuui John U th« «od of tha flnt book of tho MMoabooa. 
HowtvOT. Slxio* 8eiMn»iB, whan ho ^vw w «■ opItenM of tho OrMk 
ynitm of tbo book ho* hMdgad by ToMphm. or of tho ChronleloB of 
this Joka Hjtmnmt, then oxtant, miunxm oa thai ho waa ealled Hyr- 
caaiMLfroai Ua ooaaiM t of eoa of that aame. Baa AuthMt. Bao. 
jart L p. fl7. Bat oTthla yoUfV Aatleehua, na Dean Aktrleh'a aoCo 



> proceeded as fiur as Samaria, where is 
' Sebaste, whieh was bmlt by Herod the 



«ver, he waa the first of the Jews that bad i , 

enough, and heg^n to hire foreign amdliaries also. 

6. However, at another time, when Antiochus 
was gone upoa an expedition against the Medes^ 
and so gave Hyreaons an opportnni^ of bemg 
avenged upon him, he immediately made an attack 
upon the cities of Syria, ss thinkmg, what proved 
to be the case with then, that he should find them 
empty of md troops. So he took Medaba aad 
Samoa, with the towns in their neighbourhood, as 
also Sheehem and Qerissim ; and besides these, 
[he subdued] the nation of the Cuthesas, who dwelt 
round about that teniiple which was built in imitatioa 
of the temple at Jerusalem : he also took a groat 
many other citiss of Idnmea, with Adorson and 
Msrtnss. 

7. He a 
now the city I 

king, and encompassed it all round with a wall, and 
set his sons, Anstobulus and Antigonus, over ths 
siege ; who pushed it on so hard, thai a famine so 
fiur provailed with the city, that thev wero forsed 
to eat what never was esteemed food. They also 
invited Antiochus, who waa called Gyrioenns, to 
come to their assistance ; whereupon he got ready, 
and complied with their invitation, but was beaten 
by Anstobulus and Antigonus ; and indeed he was 
pursued as £sr as Scy thopolis by these brethnn, and 
fled away from them. So thev retnmed back to 
Samaria, and shut the multitude again within the 
wall ; and when they had taken the city they de- 
molished it, and made slaves of its inhabitants. 
And, as they had still grsat success id their under- 
takings, they did not suffer their zeal to cool, but 
marched with an army as far as Scythopols^ and 
made an incursion nfjon. it, and Uud waste all the 
oountiT that Uy witmn mount Carmel. 

8. But then, these succ e ss e s of John and of his 



sons made them be envied, and occasioned a sedi- 
tion in the country ; and many thero wero who got 
together, and would not be at rest till they brake 
out into open war, in which war they wero beaten. 
So John hved the rest of his life very happily, and 
administerod the government after a most extraor- 
dinary manner, and this for thirty-three entira years 
together. He died, leaving five sons behind him. 
He was certainly a veiy happy man, and afforded 
no occasion to have any complaint mads of fortune 
on his account He it was who alone had tluee ol 
the meet desirable things in the world, — the go- 
vernment of his nation, and the high-piiesthood, 
and the gift of prophecy ; for the Deity conversed 
with him^-and he was not ignorant of anything 
that was to come afterwards; insomuch that he 
foresaw and forotold that his two eldest sons would 
not continue masters of the government : and it 
will highly deserve our narration to describe their 
catastrophe, and how far inferior these men wero 
to their father in felicity. 



CHAPTER III. 

BOW AIU8TOBVLV8 Wjl8 TBB F1B8T THAT PUT A 
DIAOKM ABOUT BIS BBAD ; ANB, AFTBB BB HAO 
POT BIB MOTHKB ANB BBOTBBB TO -DBATB, DIBB 
BIBSBLF, WBBN RJt BAD BBIONBD BO MQBB THAM 
A YBAB. 

( 1. Fob after the death of their lather, the elder 
of them, Aristobulus, changed the government into 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



418 



WARS OF THE JEWS, 



BOOK X. 



a kingdom, and was the first that put a diadem upon 
his head, four hundred and seyenty-one years and 
three months after our people came down into this 
country, when they were set free from the Babylo- 
nian slayeiy. Now, of his brethren, he appeued 
to have an affection for Antigonus, who was next 
to him, and made him his equal ; but, for the rest, 
he bound them, and put them in prison. He also 
put his mother in ^onds, for her contesting the go- 
remment with him ; for John had left her to be 
the gOTemess of pubUc afiEurs. He also proceeded 
to that degree of barbarity as to cause her to be 
pined to death in prison. 

2. But vengeance circumvented him in the affair 
of his brother Antigonus, whom he loved, and whom 
he made his partner in the kingdom ; for he slew 
him by the means of the calumnies which ill men 
about the palace contrived against him. At first 
indeed, Aristobulus would not believe their reports, 
partly out of the affection he had for his brother, 
and partly because he thought that a great nart of 
these tales were owing to the envy of their relaters : 
however, as Antigonus came once in a splendid 
manner from the army to that festival, wherein our 
ancient custom is to make tabernacles for God, it 
happened in those days that Aristobulus was sick, 
and that, at the conclusion of the feast, Antigonus 
came up to it, with his armed men about him, and 
this when he was adonied in the finest manner pos- 
sible ; and that, in a great measure, to pray to God 
on the behalf of his brother. Now, at tiiis very 
time it was that these ill men came to the king, anil 
told him in what a pompous manner the anned men 
came, and with what insolence Antigonus marched, 
and that such his insolence iTas too great for a pri- 
vate person, and that accordingly he was come with 
a great band of mm to kill him ; for that he could 
not endure this bare enjoyment of royal honour, 
when it was in his power to take the kingdom 
himselt 

3. Now Aristobulus, by degrees, and unwillingly, 

gftve credit to these accusations ; and accordingly 
e took care not to discover his suspicion openly, 
though be provided to be secure against any acci- 
dents ; so he pbused the guards of his body in a 
certain dark subterraneous passage ; for he lay sick 



inacertain pbuse called formerly the Citadel, though 
afterwards its name was changed to Antonia ; and 
he gave orders, that if Antigonus came unarmed, 
they should let him alone ; but if he came to him 
in his armour, they should kill him. He also sent 
some to let him know beforehand, that he should 
come unarmed. But, upon this occasion, the queen 
very cunningly contrived the matter with those that 
plotted his rmn, for she persuaded those that were 
sent, to conceal the kill's message ; but to tell 
Antigonus how his brother had heurd he had got a 
very fine suit of armour, made with fine noartiid or- 
naments, in Galilee ; and because his present sick- 
ness hindered him from coming and seeing all that 
finery, he very much desired to see him now in his 
armour, because, said he, in a little time thou art 
going away from me. 

4. As soon as Antigonus heard this, the good 
temper of his brother not allowing him to suspect 
any narm from him, became along with his armour 
on, to show it to his brother ; but when he was 
going along that dark passage, which was called 
Strato's Tower, he was slain by the body guards, 
and became an eminent instance how calumny de- 
stroys all good-will and natural affection and how 



none of our good affections are strong enough to 
resist envy perpetually. 

5. And tnily any one would be surprised at Judaa < 
upon this occasiou. He was of the sect of the Es- 
sens, and had never fitiled or deceived men in his 
predictions before. Now, this man saw Antigonna 
as he was passing along by the temple, and criea 
out to his acquaintance (they were not a few who 
attended upou him as his scholars), ** O strange I" 
said he, ** it is good for me to die now, since truth 
is dead before me, and somewhat that I have fore- 
told hath proved false ; for this Antigonus is this' 
day alive, who ought to have died this day ; and 
the place where he ought to be shun, according to 
that fatal decree, was Strato's Tower, which is at 
the distance of six hundred furlongs from this plaoe, 
and yet four hours of this day are over already ; 
which point of time renders the prediction imporai- 
ble to be fulfilled." And when the old man had 
said this, he was dejected in his mind, and so con- 
tinued. But, in a little timei, news came that An- 
tigonus was shun in a subterraneous pUce, which 
was itself also called Strato's Tower, by the same 
name with that Cesarea which lay by the sea-side ; 
and this ambiguity it was which caused the prophet's 
disorder. 

6. Hereupon Aristobulus repented of the great 
crime he had been guilty of, and this gave occasion 
to the increase of the distemper. He also grew 
worse and worse, and his soul was constantly dis- 
turbed at the thought of what he had done, <ill his 
vOTy bowels being torn to pieces by the intolerable 
erief he was under, he threw up a great quantity of 
blood. And, as one of those servants that attended 
him carried out that blood, he, by some supernatu- 
ral providence, slipped and fell down in the very 
pUoe where Antigonus had been shun ; and so he 
spilt some of the murderer's bk)od upon the spots of 
tne blood of him that had been murdered, which 
still appeared. Hereupon a lamentable cry arose 
among the spectators, as if the servant had spilled 
the blood on purpose in that place ; and, as the 
king heard that cry, he inquired what was the cause 
of it ; and while nobody durst tell him, he pressed 
them so much the more to let him know what ^'as 
the matter ; so, at length, when he had threatened 
them, and forced them to sjfeak out, they told ; 
whereupon he burst into tears, and groaned, and 
said, '* So I perceive I am not like to escape the 
all-seeing eye of God, as to the great crimes I have 
committed ; but the vengeance of the blood of my 
kinsman pursues me hastily. O thou most impu- 
dent body 1 how long wilt thou retain a soul tnat 
ought to die, on account of that punishment it ought 
to suffer for a mother and a brother shun I how 
long shall I myself spend my blood drop by drop I 
let them take it all at once ; and let theur ghosts no 
longer be disappointed by a few parcels of my bowels 
offered to them." As soon as he had said these 
words, he presently died, when he h adjwig ned no 
longer than a year. 



CHAPTER IV. 



WHIT ACTIOlfS W£RB DONE BY ALEXANDBB JAN!! BUS, 
WHO KBIOITBD TWBlfTT-BBVBH TBAB8. 

( 1. And now the king's wife loosed the king's bre- 
thren, and made Alexander kiug, who appeared 
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both elder in age and more moderate in his temper 
than the rest ; who, when he came to the goYem- 
ment, slew one of his brethren, as affecting to go- 
vern himself ; but had the other of them in great 
esteem, as loving a quiet life, without meddling with 
public aflBurs. 

2. Now it happened that there was a battle be- 
tween him and Ptolemy, who was called Lathyrus, 
who had taken the city Asochis. He indeed slew 
a great many of his enemies ; but the victory rather 
inclined to Ptolemy. But, when this Ptolemy was 
pursued by his mother Cleopatra, and retired into 
Egypt, Alexander besieged Gadaia, and took it ; 
as also he did Amathus, which was the strongest of 
ail the fortresses that were about Jordan, and 
therein were the most precious of all the possessions 
of Theodoras, the son of Zeno. Whereupon Theo- 
doras marched against him, and took what belonged 
to himself as well as the king's baggage, and slew 
ten thousand of the Jews. However, Alexander 
recovered this blow, and turned his force towards 
the maritime parts, and took Raphia, and Graza, 
with Anthedon also, which was afterwards called 
Agrippias bv king Herod. 

3. But when he had made slaves of the citizens 
of all these cities, the nation of the Jews made an 
insurrection against him at a festival ; for at those 
feasts seditions are generally begun : and it looked 
as if he should not be able to escape the plot they 
had laid for him, had not his foreign auxiliaries, 
the Pisidians and Cilicians, assisted him ; for, as to 
the Syrians, he never admitted them among his 
mercenaxy troo^ on account of their innate enmity 
against the Jewish nation. And when he had slain 
more than six thousand of the rebels, he made an 
incursion into Arabia, and when he had taken that 
country, together with the Gileaditesand Moabites, 
he enjoined them to pay him tribute, and returned 
to Amathus ; and as Theodoras was surprised at 
his great success, he took the fortress, and demo- 
lished it. 

4. However, when he fought with Obodas, king 
of the Arabians, who had hud an ambush for him 
near Golan, and a plot against him, he lost his 
entire army, which was crowded together in a deep 
valley, and broken to pieces by the multitude of 
camels ; and when he^ad made his escape to Jera- 
salem, he provoked the multitude, who hated him 
before, to make an insurrection against hhn, and 
this on account of the greatness of &b calamity that 
he was under. However, he was then too hard for 
them ; and, m the several battles that were fought 
on both sides, he slew not fewer than fifty thousand 
of the Jews, in the interval of six years. Yet had 
he no reason to rejoice in these victories, since he 
did but consume his own kingdom ; till at length 
he left off fighting, and endeavoured to come to a 
composition with them, b^ talking with his subjecte ; 
bat this mutability and irreguUrity of his conduct 
made them hate hun still more ; and when he asked 
them why they so hated him, and what he should 
do, in order to appease them, they sai^ by killing 
himself; for that it would be then aU they could 
do, to be reconciled to him who had done such 
tragical things to them, even when he was dead. 
At the same tune they invited Demetrius, who was 
called Enoorns, to assist them ; and as he readUy 
oomplied with theicgjequest, in hopes of great ad- 
vantages, and came witb his army, the Jews joined 
with those theb auxiliaries about Shechem. 

5. Yet did Alexander meet both these forces 

2o 



with one thousand horsemen, and eiffht thousand 
mercenaries that were on foot He had also with 
him that part of the Jews which favoured him, tc 
the number of ten thousand ; while the adverse 
party had three thousand horsemen, and fourteen 
thousand footmen. Now, before they joined battle, 
the kings made procUunation, and endeavoured lo « 
draw off each other's soldiers, and make them re- 
volt ; while Demetrius hoped to induce Alexander's 
mercenaries to leave him, — and Alexander hoped 
to induce the Jews that were with Demetrius to 
leave him ; but, since neither the Jews would leave 
off their rage, nor the Greeks prove unfiutUTul, 
.they came to an engagement, and to a close fisht 
with their weapons. In which battle Demetnua 
was the conqueror, although Alexander's merce 
naries showed the greatest exploits, both in soul 
and body. Yet did the upshot of this battle prove 
different from what was expected, as to both of 
them ; for neither did those that invited Demetrius 
to come to them continue firm to him, though he 
was conqueror ; and six thousand Jews, out of 
pity to the change of Alexander's condition, when 
he was fled to the mountains, came over to him. 
Yet could not Demetrius bear this turn of affidrs ; 
but, suppoemg that Alexander was abeady become 
a match for nim again, and that all the nation 
would [at length] run to hun, he left the country, 
and went his way. 

6. However, the rest of the [Jewish] multitude 
did not biy aside their quarrels with him, when the 
[foreign] auxiliaries w«re gone ; but tiiey had a 
perpetual war with Alexander, until he had sUin 
the greatest part of them, and driven the rest into 
the cit^ Bemeselis ; and when he had demolidied 
that city, he carried the captives to Jerasalem. 
Nay, his rage was ffrown so extravagant, that his 
barbarity proceeded to a degree of impiety : for 
when he mid ordered eight hundred to be hung 
upon crosses in the midst of the city, he had the 
throats of their wives and children cut before their 
eyes ; and these executions he saw as he was 
drinkine and lying down with his ooncubineSi 
Upon which, so deep a surprise seized on the peo- 
ple, that eight thousand of his opposers fled away 
the very next night, out of all Judea, whose flight 
was only terminated by Alexander's death ; so at 
last, though not till late, and with great difficulty, 
he, by such actions, procured quiet to his kingdom^ 
and left off fighting any more. 

7. Yet did that Antiochus, who was also called 
Dionysias, become an origin of troubles acain. 
This man was the brother of Demetrius, and the 
last of the race of the Seleucidn.* Alexander was 
afraid of him, when he Iras marching against the 
Arabians ; so he cut a deep trench between Anti- 
patris, which was near the mountains, and the 
shores of Joppa ; he also erected a high wall before 
the trench, and built wooden towers in oi-der to 
hinder any sudden approaches ; but still he was 
not able to exclude Antiochus, for he burnt the 
towers, and filled up the trenches, and marched on 
with hjs army ; and as he looked upon taking his , 
revenge on Alexander for endeavouring to stop ' 
him, as a thing of lees consequence, he marched , 
directiy against the Arabians, whose king retired 
into such parts of the country as were fittest for 
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engAging the eoemy, aad then oa the sadden made 
his hone tarn baek, who were in number ten thon- 
sandy and fell upon Antiochos's army while th^ 
were in disorder, and a terrible battle ensued. 
Antioehos's troops^ so long as he was alire, fought 
it outy although a mighty slau^ter was made among 
them b V the Arabians ; but when he fell, for he 
was in the fore-firaot, in the utmos* danger, in ral- 
lying his troops, they all gare gronn^ and the 
grei&BSt part of his army were destroyed, either in 
the aeCion or the flight ; and for the rest, who fled 
to the Tillage of Gana, it happened that they were 
all eonsomsd by want of necesearies, a few only 
eiuspted. 

8. Abont this time it was that the people of 
Damaseos, out of their hsUred to Ptolemy, the son 
of MenneuB, invited Aretas [to take ne gorem- 
aent], and made him kin^ of Gelesyria. This 
man also made an expedition aoainst Judsa, and 
beat Alexander an battle ; but alterwards retired 



by mutual acreement But Alexander, when he 
had taken Fella, marehed to Gerasa again^ out of 
the eoTotous desire he had of Theodorus's posses- 
sions ; and when he had built a triple wall about 
the ganlson, he took the pkee by forae. He also 
demolished Golan, and Selenoia, aad what was 
. sailed the YaUey of Antioehus ; besides which, he 
took the strong fo rt r e s s of Gamala, and strifqped 
Demetrius, who was governor therein, of what he 
had, on aoeoont of the many eirimes lie hud to his 
ehazge, and then returned into Judea, after he had 
been three whole years in this expedition ; and 
now he was kindly reoeived of the natkm, because 
of the good sueeess he had. So^ when he was at 
rest firaim war, he fell into a distemper ; for he was 
afflieted with a quartan t^^ Mid supposed that, 
by exerrsising himself agam in msrtial aflBUrs, he 
should get nd of this distemper ; but, by making 
such expeditions at unseasonaole times, wid forcing 
his body to undngo greater hardships than he was 
able to bear, he brought himself to his end. He 
died, therefore, in the midst of his troubles, after 
be had reigned seven-and-twenty years. 



CHAPTER y. 



AiaXAKDRL RBIQII8 NIIIB 
TIMX THX PHABISBXS 
OP THB ITATIOIf. 



; DUniNS WHICH 
TBI HEAL AULBBS 



f 1. Now Alexander left the kinsdom to Alexandra 
his wife, and depended upon it that the Jews would 
now Tory readily submit to her ; because she had 
been Teiy averse to such cruelty as he had treated 
them with, and had opposed hts violation of their 
law% and had thersby got the good-will of the 
people. Nor was he mistaken as to his expecta- 
tions; for this woman kept the dominion, by the 
opinion that the people had of- her piety; for she 
. chiefly studied the andent customs of her country, 
* and osst those men out of the government that 
ofiended sgainst their holy laws. And as she had 
two sons by Alexander, she made Hyrcanus, the 
elder, hish-priest, on account of his age ; as also, 
besides that^ on account of his inactive temper no 
way dinosing him to disturb the public. But she 
retained the younger, Aiistobulus, with her as a 
private person, by reason of the warmth of his 



9. And now the Pharisees joined themselves to 
her, to assist her in the government These are m 
certain sect of the Jews that appear more reUgions 
than others, and seem to int^pret the laws more 
accurately. Now, Alexandra hearkened to tfaem 
to an extraordinary degree, as hei^ herself a wo- 
man of great i>iety towards God. But these Pha- 
risees artfully insinnated themselves into her fevour 
by little and litde, and became themselves the real 
administrators of the public afEurs : they banished 
and reduced whom they pleased ; they bound and 
loosed [men] at their pleasure ;*t and, to aay all 
at once^ they had the enjoyment of the royal an« 
thority, whilst the expenses and the difficulties of 
it belong to Alexandra. She was a sagadona 
woman in the management of great affairsi, and 
intent always upon gathering soldierB together ; so 
that she increased the army the one halC and pro* 
cured a great body of foreign troops, till bar own 
nation bMame not only very powerful at home, bat 
terrible also to foreiffn potentates, while she govern- 
ed other pe(^le, ana the Pharisees governed her. 

3. Accordmgly they themselves slew DiogeneSy 
a person of figure, and one that had been a uiend 
to Alexander ; and accused him as having asBiated 
the kinff with his advice, for crucifying the eight 
hundred men [before mentioned]. They also pre- 
vailed with Alexandra to put to death the rest of 
those who had irritated him agamst theok Now, 
she was so superstitious as to comply with their 
desires, and aocordinffly they slew whom they 
pleased themselves. But the principal of those 
that were in danger fled to Aristobulus, who per* 
suaded his mother to spare the men on sooanst of 
their diffni^, but to expel them out ef the city, 
unless she took themte be innocent ; so they were 
sufibred to go unpunished, and were dispersed all 
over the country. But, when Alexandra sent out 
her army to Damascus, under pretence that Pto- 
lemy was always appressing that city, she got pos- 
session of it; nor did it make any con&erable 
resistance. She also prevailed with Tipanss, king 
of Armenia, who lay with his troops abont Ptoleniaia 
and besieged Cleopatra, ;|: by agreements and pre- 
sents, to go away. Accordingly T^granes soon 
arose from the seige, by reason of those domestie 
tumults which happened upQ% Lucullus's espeditioB 
into Armenia. 

4, In the meantime^ Alexandra fell sick, and 
Aristobulus, her younger son, took hold of tins op- 
portunity, with his domestics, of which he had a 
great mainr, who were all of them his firiends, on 
account of the warmth of their youth, and got pot- 
ion of all the fortresses. Healso used the si 



of money he found in them, to get tog^her a num- 
ber of mercenary soldiery and made hlmsell king ; 
and besides this, upon Hyrcanus's complaint to bis 
mother, she eomnassionated his case, udput Aris- 
tobulus's wife and his sonsimder rsstraint in Anto- 
nia, which was a fortress that joined to the north 
part of the temple. It was, as X have already said, 
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of old called the Citadel, bat •ftarwards got the 
name of Antonia, when Antony was lord [of the 
east], joBt aa the other eitiea, Sebaste and Agrip- 
piaa, had their naaee diai^ced, and these given 
them firam Sebaatna, and Agrifqpa. Bat Alexandra 
died before ahe eoald pnnidi AristobnliB, for hia 
dlainbeiitiug his brother, alter she had reignAd nine 
jeam 

CHAPTER VI. 

WHBI HTnCAlfin, WHO WAS ALBXAHDUt'S HBIB, BB- 
CBDSn FBOM HIS CLAIM TO VHB CBOWN, ABI8- 
lOBVLUS IS MADB KMQ ; Aim AFTXBWABDS THE 
SAHB HTBCAlfUS^ BT THB HBAM8 OF AMTXPATBB, 
IS BBOUQHT BACK Bl ABBtAS. AV LAR POMPBT 
IS MABB THB ABBITBATOR OF THB DISPITn BB- 
TWBBN THB BBOIHBBS. 

§ 1. Now Hvroanns waa heir to tiie kingdom, and 
to him did his mother eommit it before ahe died : 
bnt Aristobolos waa aaperior to him in power and 
magnanimity ; and when there waa a battle between 
them, to decide the dispote aboat the kingdom, 
near Jerieho, the greatest part deserted HyreBnaa, 
and went over to Aristobulus ; but Hyrcamis, with 
those of his party who staid with him, fled to An- 
loiiia, and got into his power the hostages whieh 
might be Iw his preserration Twhioh were Aristo- 
boIoB's wife, with her children) ; bnt they came to 
an agreement before things shoold come to extremi- 
ties, that Aristobnlns shoald be king, and Hyreanus' 
ahoold resign that np, bat retain tSl the rest of his 
dignitiei^aa beins tne king's brother. Hereupon 



thev were reconciled to each other in the temple, 
and embraced one another in a verr kind manner, 
while the people stood round abent them: they also 



ehai^Sed tneir hooses; while Aristobnlns went to 
the royal paJace^and Hyroanosrstbed to the house 
of Axiatobulus. 

3. Now, those other people who were at variance 
with Aristobulus were afrai^ upon his unexpectedly 
obtaining the govenment ; and eapeeiaUy ttiis con- 
oemed Antipater,* whom Aristobulus hated of 
old. He was by birth an Idamean, and one of the 
principal of that nation, on aoconnt of his ancestors 
and lidieB^ and other authority to him bdonging : 
he also persuaded Hyroanni to fly to Aretas, the 
king of Arabia, and to lay (hum to the kingdom : 
asahvhe perinaded Aretas to receive Hyreanus, 
and to faring him beck to his kingdom : h^ also cast 
reproachea upon Aristobulus^ as to his morals, and 
gave great commendation to Hyreanus, and ex- 
fiorted Aretas to reeeiiwhim, and told him how be- 
ooming a thing it would be for him, who ruled so 
fpcesA a knigdon, to afford assistance to such as are 
injured | alleging that Hyreanus was treated un- 
jnstty, by bemg deprived of that dominion whieh 
bekmged to him by the prerogative of his birth. 
Aad when he had predisposed them both to do what 
he would haTo them, he took Hyreanus by night, 
and ran away fiora the city; and, continuing 
his flight with great swiftness, he escaped to the 
phMc called Petra,iidiich is the royal seat of the khig 
of Arabia, where he put Hyreanus into Aretas's 
hands ; and by diBooarsing much with him, and 
gaining iq)on hun with many preeents, he prevailed 
with hun to give him aa army that might restore 

• Tba*thls ABtlpfttar, tlM ftUlMr of HOTod ilM Orw^ wM aa K 
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him to his kingdom. This army consisted of flfty 
thooflsnd footmen and horsemen, against whum 
Aristobulus was not able to make resistanee, but 
was deserted in the first onset, and was driven to 
Jerusalem: he also had been taken at first by force,- 
if Scaurus, the Roman general, had not come and 
seasonably interposed himself, and raised the sefam.* 
This Scaurus was sent into Svria irom Armenia by 
Pompey the Great, wiien ne fought against Ti- 
gtanes ; so Seaums came to Damaaeus, which had 
been ktely taken by Metellus and LoUius, and . 
caused them to leave the phMc ; and, upon hia 
hearinff hew the affairs of Judea stood, he made 
haste tnither as to a certain booty. 

8. As soon, therefore, as he was come into the 
country, there came arabassadon from both the 
brothers, each of them desuing his assistance ; but 
Aristobulus^ three hundred talents had more wei[^t 
with him than tiie iuatioe of tfaecause ; which sum, 
when Scaurus had received, he sent a herald to 
Hyreanus and the Arabians, and threatened tlwm 
with the resentment of the Romans and of Pompey, 
unless they would raise the siege. So Aretas was 
terrified, and retired oat of Judea to Phikddphh^ 
as did Scaurus return to Damascus mgm : nor was 
Arktobuius satisfied with escaping [out of his bro- 
ther's hands}, but gathered aU his forces together 
and pursued hk enemies, and fought them ata pbee 
called Papyren, and slew above six thousand of 
them, and, together with them, Antipalei^s brother 
Phalion. *^ 

4. When Hjrreanus and Antinater were thus de- 
prived of their hopes firam the Arabians, they 
transferred the same to their adversaries ; and be- 
cave Pompey had passed through Svria, and was 
come to Damasoos, they fled to him feraasistsnce; 
and, withoni any bribes,t they made the same 
equitable lOeaa that they had used to Aretas, and 
besought him to hate the violent behaviour of Aris- 
tobulus, and to bestow the kingdom upon him to 
whom it justly bcksiged, both on account of bis 
good eharsoter, and en account of his supe ri or ity 
in age. However, neither was Aristobulus want- 
ing to himself in this case, as relying on the 
bnbes that Scaurus had received: he was also 
there himself, -and adorned himself after a manner 
the most agreeable to royalty that he was able. 
But he soon thought it beneath him to come in such 
a servile manner, and oenld not endure to serve his 
own ends in a way so much more abject than he 
was used to ; so he departed from Diospolia 

5. At this his behaviour Pompey had neat in- 
dignation ; Hyroanua also and his frienos made 
great intcroeasion to Pompey j so he took not only 
his Roman forces, but many of his Syrian auxilia- 
ries, and marched against Ajristobulus. But when 
be had passed by Pella and Softhc^lis, and waa 
come to Gorea, where yon enter into the countiy of 
Judeoy when von go up to it through the Mediter* 
ranean parts, he heard that Aristobulus was fled to 
Alexandrmm^ which is a stronf^hold, fortified with 
the utmost magnificence^ and situated upon a high 
monntnill, and ne aent to him, and commanded ban 
to come downu Now his inclination waa to try hia ; 
fortiuie in a battle, since be was called in such an , 
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imperious manner, rather than to comply with that 
call. However, he saw the multitade were in great 
fear, and his friends exhorted him to oonsider what 
the power of the Romans was, and how it was irre- 
sistible ; so he complied with their advice, and 
came down to Pompey ; and when he had made a 
long apology for himself, and for the justness of his 
cause m twang the government, he returned to the 
fortress. And when his brother invited him again 
[to plead his cause], he came down and spake about 
the justice of it, and then went away without any 
hindrance from Pompey ; so he was between hope 
and fear. And when he came down, it was to pre- 
vail with Pompey to allow him the government en- 
tirelv ; and when ho went up to the citadel, it was 
that he misfat not appear to debase himself too low. 
However, Pompey commanded him to give up his 
fortified places, and forced him to write to eveiy 
one of their governors to yield them up ; they hav- 
ing had this charge given them, to obey no letters 
but what were of his own hand-writing. Accord- 
ingly he did what he was ordered to do ; but had 
still an indignaUon at what was don^ and retired 
to Jerusalem, and prepared to fiffht with Pompey. 
6. But Pomp^ did not give him time to make 
any preparations [for a siege], but followed him at 
his beds ; he was also obliged to make haste in his 
attempt, by the death of Mithridates, of which he 
was informed about Jericho. Now here is the 
most fruitful country about Judea, which bears a 
vast number of palm-trees, besides Uie balsam-tree,* 
whose sprouts they cut with sharp stones, and at 
the incisions they gather the jpuse, which dro^ 
down like tears. So Pompey pitdied his camp m 
that i^lace one night, and then hasted away next 
mommg to Jerusalem ; but Aristobulus was so 
affrighted at his approach, that he came and met 
him by way of supplication. He also promised him 
money, and that he would deliver up both himself 
and ihe city into his disposal ; — ^and thereby he 
mitigated tiie anger of Pompey. Yet did not he 
perform any of the conditions he had agreed to ; 
for Aristobulus's party would not so much as admit 
Gabinins into the city, who was sent to receive the 
money that he had promised. 



CHAPTER VII. 

HOW POMPEY HAD THB CITY OP JERUSALEM DBLI- 
VB&BD UP TO HIM, BUT TOOK THB TEMPLE [BT 
FOBCB]. HOW HB WENT INTO THB HOLT OP 
holies; as ALSO WHAT WEBB HIS OTHBB EX- 
PLOITS IM jrUDBA. 

( 1. At this treatment Pompey was vezy angry, 
and took Aristobulus into custody ; and when he 
was come to the city he looked about where he 
might make his attack ; for he saw the walls were 
so firm that it woUld be hard to overcome them, 
and that the vallev before the walls was terrible ; 
and that the temple, which was within that valley, 
was itself encompassed with a very strone waU, in- 
somuch that if the city were taken, the temple 
would be a second place of refuge for the enemy to 
vetireto. 
2. Now, as he was long in deliberating about this 
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matter, a sedition arose among the people within 
the city ; Aristobulus's party being willing to fight, 
and to set their king at liberty, while the party of 
Hyrcanns were for opening the gates to Pompey ; 
and the dread people were in, occasioned these last 
to be a very numerous party, when they looked 
upon the excellent order the Roman soldiers were 
in. So Aristobulus's party was worsted, and retired 
into tile temple, and cut off the communication be- 
tween the temple and the city, by breaking down 
the bridge that joined them together, and prepared to 
make an opposition to the utmost ; but as the others 
had received the Romans into the city, and had 
delivered up the palace to him, Pompey sent Piso, 
one of his great officers, into that palace with an 
army, who distributed a garrison about the city, 
because he could not persuade any one of those that 
had fled to the temple to come to terms of accomo- 
dation ; he then disposed all things that were round 
about them so as might favour their attacks, as 
having Hyrcanus's party rery ready to afford them 
both counsel and assistance. 

3. But Pompey hunself filled up the ditch that 
was on the north side of the temple, and the entire 
valley also, the army itself being obliged to carry 
the materials for that purpose. And indeed it was 
a hard thing to fiU up that valley, by reason of its 
immense depth, especially as the Jews used all the 
means possible to repel them from their superior 
station ; nor had the Romans succeeded in their 
endeavours, had not Pompey taken notice of the 
seventh days, on which the Jews abstain fiom all 
sorts of work on a religious account, and raised hia 
bank, but restrained his soldiers from fighting on 
those days ; for the Jews only acted defensively on 
Sabbath-days. But as soon as Pompey had filled 
up the valley, he erected high towers upon the 
bank, and brought those engmes which they -had 
fetched from Tyre near to &e wall, and tried to 
batter it down ; and the alingers of stones beat off 
those that stood above them, and drove them away : 
but the towers on this side of the city made very 
great resistance, and were indeed extraordinary 
both for lareeneas and magnificence. 

4. Now, here it was that, upon the many hard- 
ships which the Romans underwent, Pomp^ could 
nut but admire not only at the other instances of 
the Jews' fortitude, but especially that they did not 
at all intermit their religious services, even when 
they were encompassftl with darts on all sides ; 
for, as if the city were in full peace, their daily bbp 
orifices and purifications, and every branch of their 
religious worship, were still performed to God with 
the utmost exactness. Nor indeed, when the tem- 
ple was actually taken, and they were every day 
blain about the altar, did they leave off the iimtances 
of their divine worship that were appointed by their 
Uw ; for it was in the third month of the seige be- 
fore the Romans could even with great difficulty 
overthrow one of the towers, and get into the tem- 
ple. Now he that first of all ventured to get over 
the wall, was Faustus Cornelius, the son of SyUa ; 
and next after him were two centurions, Furins and 
Fabius ; and every one of these was followed by a 
cohort of his own, who enoompassed the Jews on 
all sides, and slew them ; some of them as they 
were running for shelter to the temple, and others 
as they, for a while, fought in their own defence. 

5. And now did many of the priests, even when 
they saw their enemies assailing them with swords 
in their hands, without any disturbance, go on with 
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their divine worship, and were shun while they were 
offering their drink-offerings and burning their in- 
cense, as preferring the dnties about theur worship 
to God before their own preservation. The greatest 
part of them were slain by their own countrymen 
of the adverse faction, and an innumerable multitude 
threw themselves down precipices ; nay some there 
were who were so distracted among the insuperable 
difficulties they were under, that they set fire to 
the buildines that were near to tlie wall, and were 
burnt together with them. Now of the Jews were 
slain twelve thousand ; but of the Romans very 
few were slain, but a greater number was wounded. 

6. But there was nothing that affected the nation 
so much, in the calamities they were then under, 
as that their holy place, which had been hitherto 
seen by none, should be laid open to strangers ; for 
Pompey, and those that were about him, went into 
the temple itself,* whither it was not lawful for any 
to enter but the high>priest, and saw what was re- 
posited therein, the candlestick with its lamps, and 
tlie table, and the pouring vessels, and the censers, 
all made entirely of gold, as also a great quantity 
ef spices heaped together, with two thousand talents 
of sacred money. Yet did not he touch the money, 
nor any thing else that was there reposited ; but he 
commanded the ministers about the temple, the 
very next day after he had taken it, to cleanse it, 
and to perform their accustomed saoifices. More- 
over, he made Hyrcanus high-priest, as one that not 
only in other respects had uiown great alacrity, on 
his side, during the siege, but as ne had been the 
means of hindering the multitude that was in the 
country from fighting for Aristobulus, which thev 
were otherwise very ready to have done ; by which 
means he acted the part of a good genexiil, and re- 
conciled the people to him more by benevolence 
than by terror. Now among the captives^ Aristo- 
bulus's &ther-in-law was taken, who was also his 
uncle : so those that were the most guilty he pun- 
ished with decollation ; but rewarded Faustus, and 
those with him that had fought so bravely, with 
glorious presents ; and biid a tribute upon the 
country, and upon Jerusalem itself. 

7. He also took away firom the nation all those 
cities they had formerly taken, and that belonged 
to Geleeyria, and made them subject to him that 
was at that time appointed to be the Roman presi- 
dent there, and reduced Judea within its proper 
bounds. He also rebuiltf Gadara, that had been 
demolished bv the Jews, in order to gratify one 
Demetrius^ who was of Gadara, and was one of his 
own fireed-men. He also made other dUes free 
from their dominion, that lay in the midst of the 
country^ — such, I mean, as they had not demolished 
before that time ; Hippos, and Scythopolts, as also 
PeUa, and Samaria, and Marissa : and besides these, 
Ashdod, and Jamnia, and Arethusa ; and in like 
manner dealt he with the maritime cities, Gaza, 
and Joppa, and Dora, and that which was anciently 
called Strato's Tower, but was ailerwards rebuilt 
with the most magnificent edifices, and had its name 
changed to Cesarea, by king Herod. Ail which he 
restored to their own citizens, and put them under 
the province of Syria ; which province, together, 
with Judea, and the countries as far as Egypt and 

* Thus M]« Taettos ; — Cn. Pompoins llnrt of all nxbdaed tha lewi, 
•ndwtnt into Uidr tampto, b« right of eoiuiucat. Hist. b. t. oh. U. 
lior dU he touch aoy of th« tlohfi*, m has b«Ni obMrved oa the parallal 
p1*M orth« Antlquitlw. b. xiv. ch. ir. MOt 4, out ofCiocro hlmwtf. 

\ The «a(n <tf tbU Gadiira, aUU •Ktant. with Iti data flroni this otra, is 
A certain evidanec of thia iu nbolldiac by Pompey, ai Spanhelm hera 



Euphrates, he committed to Scanms as their gover- 
nor, and gave him two legions to support him ; 
while he made all the haste he could hunself to go 
through Cilicia, in his way to Rome, having Aristo- 
bulus and his children along with him, as his cap- 
tives. They were two daughters and two sons ; 
the one of which sons, Alexander, ran away as he 
was going ; but the younger, Antigonus, with his 
sisters, were carried to Rome. 



CHAPTER Vin. 

ALSXANDEB, THB SON OF ARISTOBULUS, WHO BAN 
AWAY FBOM POMPBT, MAKES AN EXPEDITION 
AGAINST HYBCANUS; BUT BBINQ OVEBCOME BY 
OABINIUS, HE DELIVEB8 UP THE F0BTRESSB8 TO 
HIM. AFTE& THIS, ABISTOBULUS ESCAPES FBOM 
BOMB, AND GATHEB8 AN ARMY TOGETHER; BUT 
BEING BEATEN BY THE BOMANS, HE IS BBOUOHT 
BACK TO ROME ; WITH OTHER THINGS RELATING 
TO 'OABINIUS, CBASSUS, AND CA8SIU8. 

§ 1. In the meantime Scanrus made an expedition 
into Arabia, but was stopped by the difficulty of the 
places about Petra. However, he laid waste the 
country about Pella, though even diere he was 
under great hardship, for his army was afflicted 
with famine. In order to supply which want, 
Hyrcanus afforded him some assistance, and sent 
him provisions by the means of Antipater ; whom 
also bcaurus sent to Aretas, as one well acquainted 
with him, to induce him to pay him money to buy 
hb peace. The king of Arabia complied with the 
proposal, and gave him three hundred talents ; 
upon which Scaurus drew his army out of AxAbia^: 

2. But as for Alexander, that son of Aristobulus 
who ran away from Pompey, in some time he got 
a considerable band of men together, and lay heavy 
upon Hyrcanus, and over-ran Judea, and was likely 
to overturn him quickly ; and indeed he had come 
to Jerusalem, and had ventured to rebuild its wall 
that was thrown down by Pompey, had not Grabi- 
nius, who was sent as successor to Scaurus into 
Syria, shown his bravei^, as in many other points, 
so in making an expedition against Alexander, who, 
as he was afraid he would attack him, so he got 
together a large army, composed of ten thousand 
armed footmen, and fifteen hundred horsemen. 
He also built walls about proper places ; Alexan- 
drium, and Hyrcanium, and Msicherus, that lay 
upon the mountains of Arabia. 

3. However, Grabinius sent before him Marcus 
Antonius, and foUowedhimself with his whole army ; 
but for the select body of soldiers that were about 
Antipater, and another bod^ of Jews under the 
command of Malichus and Pitholaus, these joined 
themselves to those captains that were about Mar- 
cus Antonius, and met Alexander ; to which body 
came Gabinius with his main army soon afterward ; 
and as Alexander was not able to sustain the chaise 
of the. enemies' forces, now they were joined, be 
retired. But when he was c«>me near to Jerusalem, 
he was forced to fight, and lost six thousand men 

% Taka tha Uka atte a tatJon to the tnith of thia Mbmladoa af Arataa 
lilna of Arabia to aeaunw tha Booian gaoanal. In tlM wotrdt of Dean 
Aldrieh. "Hanoe (ayi h«) ladartrtd that old and ftnuwa danariua 
belonging to the BmlUaa fksnlly [npnaaaicd In Havaraamp'a aditum]. 
wherein Arelaa appean in a poitara of rappUeation, and tahag hold of 
a cwncit bridle with Us left hand, and with hia right hand jMeeatiiM 
a branch of the fnuiluneenaB.traa, with thb InaoripUooi M. SCAVBUS 
I EX & at and bencaUa. EKX ABETAS." 
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in the bfttde ; time thooaand of whom fell down 
dead, and three thooaand were taken alive ; bo he 
fled with the remainder to Alexandrium. 

4. Now, when Grahinios was come to Alezan- 
drium, becauM he found a great many there en- 
camped, he tried, hy promising them pardon for 
their former offences, to induce them to come over 
to him before it came to a fight ; but when they 
would hearicen to no terms c? accommodation, he 
slew a great number of them, and shut a great num- 
ber of them in the citadel. Now Marcus Antonius, 
their leader, signalized himself in this battle, who, 
as he always showed great oonrage, so did he never 
show it BO much as now ; but Gabinius, leaving 
forces to take the citadel, went away hiniself, and 
settled the cities that had not been demolished, and 
rebuilt those that had been destroyed. Accordingly, 
upon his injunction, the following cities were res- 
tored jj—Scythopolis, Samaria, An£edon, ApoUonia, 
Jamnia, Baphia, Blarissa, Adoreus, Gamala, Ash- 
dod, and many others ; while a great number of 
men readily ran to each of them, and became their 
inhabitants. 

5. When Oabinins had taken care of these cities, 
he returned to Alezandrium, and pressed on the 
siege. So when Alexander despaired of ever ob- 
tammg the government, he sent ambassadors to 
him, and prayed him to forgive what he had of- 
fended him in, and gave up to him the remaining 
fortresses, Hyrcanium and Macherus, as he put 
Alexandrium into his hands afterwards : all which 
Gabinius demolished, at the persuasion of Alesan- 
dor's mother, that they might not be receptacles of 
men in a second war. She was now there, in order 
to moUify Gabinnis, out of her concern for her re- 
lations that were captives at Rome, which were her 
husband and her other children. After this, Gabi- 
nius brought Hyrcanus to Jerusalem, and commit^ 
ted the care of tiie tomple to him ; btit ordained the 
political government to be by an aristocraoy. He 
also parted the whole naiion into five conventions, 
assigning one portion to Jerusalem, another to Ga» 
dara, that another should belong to Amathns, a 
fourdi to Jericho, and to the fifth division was al- 
lotted Sepphoris, a city of Galilee. So the people 
were glad to be thus freed from monarchical govern- 
ment, and were governed for the future by an 
aristocracy. 

6. Yet did Aristobulus afford a new foundation 
for other disturbances. He fled away from Rome, 
and got together again many of the Jews that were 
desirous of a change, such as had home an affection 
to him of old ; and when he had taken Alexandrium 
in the first place, he attempted to build a wall about 
it: but as soon as Gabinius had sent an army against 
him under Sisenna, Antonius, and SernUus, he 
was aware of it, and retreated to Macherus, And 
as for the unprofitable multitude, he dismissed 
them, and only marched on with tiiose that were 
armed, being to the number of eight thousand, 
among whom was Pitholaus, who had been the 
Ueutenant at Jerusalem, but deserted to Aristobulus 
with a thousand of his men : so the Romans fol- 
lowed him, and when it came to a battle* Aristobu- 
lu8*s party for a long time fought coura«reoualy ; 
but at length tiiey were overborne by the Romans, 
and of them five thousand fell dead, and about two 
thousand fled to a certain littie hill, but the thou- 
sand that remained witii Aristobulus brake through 
the Roman armv, and mwched together to Bia- 
oherus ; and, when the king had lodged the first 



night on its ruins, he was in hopes of raising ano- 
ther army, if the war would but cease a while ; ac- 
cordingly, he fortified that strong-hold, though it 
was d<me alter a poor manner. But the Romans 
fallin|; upon him, he resisted, even beyond his 
abilities, for two days, and then was taken, and 
brought a pxisoner to Gabinius, with Antigonus his 
son, who nad fied awav together with him from * 
Rome ; and from Gabimns he was earned to Rome 
again. Wherefore the senato put him under eon- 
cement, but retuzned his children back to Judea» 
because Gabinius infonnedthem by letters, that he 
had promised Aristobulus's mother to do so^ for her 
delivering the fortreases up to him. 

7. But now as Gabinius was marching to tiie war 
against the Parthians, he was hindered bv Ptolemy, 
whom, upon his return from Euphrates, he brons nt 
back into Egypt, making use of Hyrcanus and An- 
tipater to provide every thin^ that was necessary 
for this expedition ; for Antipater furnished him 
with money, and weapons, and com, and auxiliaries ; 
he also prevailed with the Jews that were there, 
and guarded the avenues at Peluaium, to let them ^ 
pass. But now, upon Gabinins's absence, the other 
part of Syria was in motion, and Alexander, the son 
of Aristobulus. brought the Jews to revolt again. 
Accordingly, he p>t together a very great army, 
and set about killmg all the Romans tnat were in 
the oountrv ; hereupon Gabinius was afraid ^for he 
was come back alrndy out of £|gypt, and obliged 
to come bock quickly by these tumults^, and sent 
Antipater, who prevailed with some of the revolters 
to be quiet However, thirty thousand still conti- 
nued with Alexandeir, who was himself eager to 
fiffht also ; accordiogly, Gabinius went out to f^bt, 
when the Jews met him ; and, as the battle was 
fought near Mount Tabor, ten thousand of them 
were sUin, and the rest of the multitude dispersed 
themselves, and fled away. So Gabinius came to 
Jerusalem, and settied the government as Antipater 
w(Nild have it ; thence he marched, and fought Mid 
beat the Nabateans : as for Mithridatw and Or- 
sanes^ who fled out of Parthia^ he sent them away 
privately, but gave it out among the soldiers that 
they had run away. 

8. In the meantime» Crassus eame as snecossor 
to Gabinius in Syria. He took awy all the rest of 
the gold belonging to the temple of Jerusalem, in 
order to furnish himself liar his esnedition against 
the Parthians. He also took away the two thousand 
talento which Pompey had not touched ; but when 
he had passed over Euphrates, he perished himself 
and his army with him ; oonoenii^g which aflfaica 
this is not 4 proper time to speak [more largely]. 

9. But now CStfsiua^ after Crassus^ put a atop to 
the Parthians^ who were marching, in order to enter 
Svria. Gsssius had fled into that provinoe, and 
when he had taken possession of the same, he made 
a hasty march into Judea ; and, upon his taking 
TarichesB, he carried thirty thousand Jews into 
slavery. He also slew Pitholaus, who had siro^orted 
the seditious followers of Aristobulus : and it was 
Antipater who advised him so to do. Now this 
Antipater married a wife of an eminent fiunily 
iMnong the Arabians, whose name was Qyprosy and 
had four sons born to him by her, PhasMlus and 
Herod, who was afterwards king, and besidee, 
Joseph and Pheroras ; and he had a daughter, 
whose name was Salome. Now, as he made himself 
friends among the men of power evefywhere, by the 
kind offices & did them, and the bootable ii£anner 
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that he treated them; bo did he oontraot the greatest 
fitiendship with the king of Arabia^ by marrying his 
rdation ; insomuch that when he nuule war with 
AnstobuluSy he sent and entrasted his children 
with him. So when Gsssios had forced Alexander 
to come to terms and to be qaiety he returned to 
Euphntee, in order to prevent the Parthians from 
repasMng it ; oonoeming which matter we ' 
speak elsewhere.* 



CHAPTER IX. 

▲AinOBULUS IS T4KBN OFF BT POKFBT's F&IBlfBS, 
AS IS HU 80M AUXANDBB BT SCIPIO. ANTIPATBR 
COLTITATBB A FBIBNDSHIP WITH COBAB, AFTER 
FOKFBT^ DBATH ; HB ALSO PEBFOBHB GBBAT 
AOnONS IH THAT WAR, WHBRBIN HB A88I8TBD 
MITHRIIIATBS. 

§ 1. Now, Upon the flight of Pompey and of the 
senate beyond the Ionian Sea, Cfesar got Rome and 
the empire under his power, and released Aristo- 
bnlus from his bonds. He also ^oommitted two 
legions to him, and sent him in haste into Syria, as 
hoping that by his mesns he should easily conquer 
that country, and the parte adjdning to Judea. But 
en?y preTented any effect of Anstobnlus'salaotrity 
and the hopes of Geesar ; for he was taken off by 
poison given him by those of Pompey's party ; and, 
wr a fens while^ he had not so much as a burial 
TonchsaMd him m his own country ; but his dead 
body lay [above ground], preserved m honey, until 
it was sent to the Jews by Antony, in order to be 
buried in the royal sepulcllres. 

2. His son Alexander also was beheaded by Sdpio 
at Antioch, and that by the command of Pompey, 
and upon an accusation laid against him before his 
tribunal, for the mischiels he had done to the 
Romans* But Ptolemy, the son of Menneus, who 
was then ruler of Chakis, under Libanus, took his 
brethren to him, by sending his son Philipio for 
ihem to Ascalon ; who took Antigonus, as well as 
his sisters,' away from Aristobulus's wife, and 
brought them to his &ther ; and fidling in love 
with the yoonger daughter, he married her, and 
was afterward sUin by his lather on her aoeount ; 
for Ptolemy himself after he had slain his son, 
married her, whose name was Alexandra ; on ac- 
oount of which marriage, he took the greater care 
of her brother and sister. 

3. Now, after Pompev was dead, Antipater 
changed sides, and cultivated a friendship with 
CSoBsar. And, since Mithridates of Pergamus, with 
the forces he led aninst Egypt, was excluded from 
the avenues about Pelusium, and was forced tostoy 
at Asealoo, he persuaded the Arabians among whom 
he had lived, to assist him, and came himself to 
hun, at the head of three thousand men. He also 
encouraged the men of power in Syria to come to 
his assistanoe ; as also of the inhabitanto of Liba- 



nus^ Ptolemy, and Jamblicus, and another Ptolemy ; 
by which means the cities of that country came 
readily mto this war ; msomueh that Mithridates 
ventured now, in dependence upon the additional 
strength that he had gotten by Antipater, to march 
forward to Pelusium ; and when they refused him 
a passage through it, he besieged the citv ; m the 
attack of which place, Antipater principally signal- 

* TbU oltAtloa U now wantlof. 



iaed himself, for he brought down that part of the 
wall which was over against him, and leaped ftrst 
of all into the city, wiu the men that were about 



4. Thus was Pelusium taken. But still, as thoy 
were marching on, those Egyptian Jews that inha- 
bited the country, called the country of Onias, 
stopped them. Then did Antipater not only per- 
soaoe them not to stop them, but to afford provi- 
sions for . their arm v ; on which account even the 
people about Memphis would not fight agamst them, 
but, of their own accord, joined Mithridates. 
Whereupon he went round about Delta, and fou^t 
the rest of the Egyptians at a pUce called the Jews' 
Camp : nay, when he was in dMiger in tiie battte 
with all his right wing, Antipater wheeled about, 
and came along the bimk of that river to him ; for 
he had beaten those that opposed him as he led the 
left wing. After which success he fell upon those 
that pursued Mithridates, and slew a great many <d 
them, and pursued the remainder so far, tibat he 
took tiieir camp, while he lost no more than fourscore 
of his own men ; as Mithridates lost^ during the 
pursuit that was made after him, about eight hun- 
dred. He was also himself saved unexpectedly, 
and became an unxeproachable witness to Ccasar of 
the great actions of Antipater. 

6. Whereupon Cnsar encouraged Antiptater to 
undertake other haxardous enterprises for him, and 
that by giving him great commendations and hopes 
of reward. In all which enterprises he reamly 
exposed himself to many dangers, and became a 
most courageous warrior ; and had many wounds 
all over his body, as demonstrations of lus valour. 
And when Geesar had aettled the afiaus of Egvnt, 
and was returning into S^rria again, he gave mm 
the privilege of a Roman citixen, and freedom from 
taxes, and rendered him an object of admiration by 
the honours and marks of friendship he bestowed 
upon him. On this account it was that he also 
confirmed Hyrcanus in the hi^^-priestbood. 



CHAPTER X. 

OOSAB MAXES AMTIPATBR PROCURATOR OF JVDBA ; 
AS DOBS ANTIPATBR APPOINT PHASABLUS TO BB 
QOVBRNOR OF JTBRUSALBM, AND HBROD GOVBRNOR 
OF GALILBB ; WHO, IN 80KB TIMB, WAS CALLBD 
TO ANSWBR FOR HIMSBLF [BBFORB THB 8ANfl»> 
DRIM], WHBRB HB 18 AO^UTTTBD. SBZTUS CJBBAR 
IS TRBACHBR0U8LT KILLBD BT BA88U8, AMD IS 
SUOCSBBDBD BT MARCUS, 

§ 1. About this time it was that Antigonus, the 
son of Aristobulus, came to Cnsar, and became, in 
a surprising manner, the occasion of Antipater's 
farther advancement ; for, whereas he ought to have 
lamented that his father appeared to have been poi- 
soned on account of his quarrels with Pompey, and 
to have complained of scipio's barbarity towards 
his brother, and not to mix any invidious paision 
when suing for mercy ; instead of those things, he 
came before Caesar, and accused Hyrcanus and 
Antipater, how they had driven him and his bre- 
thren entirely out of their native country, and had 
acted in a great many instances unjustly and ex- 
travagantly with regard to their nation ; and that 
as to the assistanoe they had sent him into £g>'pt, 
it was not doriA out of good-will to him, but ont oi 
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' the fear they were in from former quarrels, and in 
order to jain pardon for their friendship to [his 
enemy] Pompey. 

2. Hereupon Antipater threw away his garments, 
and showed the multitude of the wounds he had,and 
said, that as to his good -will to Csear, he had no 
occasion to say a word, because his body cried 
aloud, though he said nofchmg himself: that he 
wondered at Antisonus's boldness, while he was 

* himself no other than the son of an enemy to the 
Romans, and of a fugitive, and had it by inheritance 
from his lather to be fond of innovations and sedi- 
tions, that he should undertake to accuse other men 
before liie Roman governor, and endeavour to gain 
some advantages to himself, when he ought to be 
contented that he was suffered to live ; for that the 
reason of his desire of governing public affairs, was 
not BO much because he was in want of it, but be- 
cause, if he could once obtain the same, he might 
stir up a sedition among the Jews, and use what he 
should gain from the Romans, to the disservice of 
those that gave it him. 

3. When Cnsar heard this, he decUred Hvrca- 
nus to be the most worthy of the high-priesthood, 
and gave leave to Antipater to choose what author- 
ity he pleased : but he left the determination of 
such dignity to him that bestowed the dignity upon 
him ; so he waa constitnted procurator of all Judea, 
and obtained leave, moreover, to rebuild* thone 
walls of his country that had been thrown down. 
These honorary grants CiBsar sent orders to have 
engraved in the Capitol, that they might stand there 
as indications of his own justice, and of the vurtue 
of Antipater. 

4. But as soon as Antipater had conducted Ceesar 
out of Syria he retomed to Judea, and the first 
thing he did, was to rebuild that wall of his own 
eountry [Jerusalem], which Pompey had over- 
thrown, and then to go over the country, and to 
quiet Uie tumults that were therein; where he 
partly threatened, and partly advised, every one, 
and told them that, in case &iey would submit to 
Hyrcanus, they would live happily and peaceably, 
and enjoy what they possessed, and that with uni- 
venal peace and quietness ; but that in case they 
hearkened to such as had some frigid hopes by 
rainng new troubles, to get themselves some gain, 
they Miould then find him to be their lord, instead 
of their procurator, and find Hyrcanus to be a 
tyrant, mstead of a king,— and both the Romans 
and Gnsar to be their enemies, instead of rulers ; 
for that they would not suffer him to be removed 
from the government, whom they had made their 
goTemor ; and, at the same time that he said this, he 
settled the affairs of the country by himself, because 
be saw that Hyrcanus was inactive, and not fit to 
manaffe the affairs of the kingdom. So he consti- 
tnted liis eldest son, Phasaelus, governor of Jeru- 
salem, and of the parts about it ; he also sent his 
next son, Herod, who was very young,t with equal 
authority into Galilee. 

5. Now Herod was an active man, and soon 
found proper materials for his active spirit to work 
upon. As therefore he found that Hezekias, the 

« What b hm noted by Hudson and Spanlwiin, that thb gnuit of 
«cnv« to rebuild tho «alh of th« eltlcs Ot Judea wm made by Julius 
Carfir. noiaa b««to AaUpalcr, but to Ryraanus (AjiUq. b. xlv. ch. 
>iil. wet. 5), bas baid^ an appcaiaac* of ooDtndlotioD i Antipater 
bainc new parhapa eomldond m Uyreann^'t deputy and mlnbtar, al- 
thoofh bo afurwarda made a 4^pb«r of Hytoanua, and, wadm gfaat 
decency of bo bavtour to him, took the real author.ty to hfmaelC 

i Or 25 yean or ago. Sconoitooa Antiq. b. 1. eb. all. aeet •( and en 
a. xlv. ch. la. eeet. a, and Uf the W.v, b. U. ch.xl. lect. 0} and Polyb. 
h. avU. p. 7*5. 



head of the robbers, ran over the neighbouring parts 
of Syria with a great band of men, he caught him 
and slew him, and many more of the robbns with 
him ; which exploit was chiefly grateful to the Sy- 
rians, insomuch that hymns were sung in Herod's 
commendation, both in the villages and in the cities, 
as havine procured their quietness, and having pre- 
served what they possessed to them ; on which oo- 
cesion he became acquainted with Sextus Geesar, a 
kinsman of the great Caesar, and president of Syria. 
A just emulation of his glorious actions excited 
Phasaelus also to imitate hiuL Accordingly he 
procured the good-will of the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem, by his own management of the city affairs^ 
and did not abuse his power in any disagreeable 
manner ; whence it came to pass that the nation 
naid Antipater the respects that were due only to a 
king, and the honours due to an absolute lord ; yet 
did he not abate any part of that good-will or fide- 
lity which he owed to Hyrcanus. 

6. However, he found it impossible to escape 
envy in such his prosperity : for the glory of these 
young men affected even Hyrcanus himself already ' 
privately, though he said nothing of it to anybody ; 
but what he principally was grieved at was the 
great actions of He^Dd, and that so many messen- 
gers came one before another, and informed him of 
tlie great reputation he got in all his undertakings. 
There were also many people in the royal pahtce 
itself who inflamed his envy at him ; those, I mean, 
who were obstructed in their designs by the pru- 
dence either of the young men, or of Antipater. 
These men said, that by committing the public af- 
foirs to the management of Antipater and of his 
sons, he sat with nothing but the bare name of a 
king, without any of its authority ; and they asked 
him how long he would so far mistake himself aa 
to breed up kings against his own interest; for 
that they did not now conceal their government of 
affairs any longer, but were pUinly lords of the 
nation, and had thrust him out of his authority ; 
that this was the case when Herod slew so many 
men without his giving him any command to do it, 
either by word of mouth or by his letter, and this 
in contradiction to the Uw of the Jews ; who there- 
fore, in case he be not a king, but a private man, 
still ought to come to his trial, and answer it to hhn, 
and to the laws of his country, which do not permit 
anv one to be killed till he had been condemned in 
judgment. 

7. Now Hyrcanus was by degrees inflamed with 
these discourses, and at length could bear no longer, 
but summoned Herod to take his triaL Accord- 
ingly, by his father's advice, and aa soon as the 
affairs of Gralilee would give him leave, he came up 
[to Jerusalem], when he had first placed garrisons 
in Galilee : however, he came with a sufficient body 
of soldiers, so many indeed that he might not ap- 
pear to have with him an army able to overthrow 
Hyrcanus's government, nor yet so few as to expose 
him to the insults of those that envied him. How- 
ever, Sextus Gnsar was in fear for the young man, 
lest he should be taken by his enemies, and brought 
to punishment ; so he sent some to denounce ex- 
pressly to Hyrcanus, that he should acquit Herod 
of the capital charge against him ; who acquitted 
him accordingly, as being otherwise inclined also 
so to do, for he loved Herod. 

8. But Herod, supposing that he had escaped 
punishment without the consent of the king, retirtfd 
to Sextus, to Damascus, and got everything ready. 
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in order not to obey him if he should tnunmon him 
again ; whereupon thoee that were evil-disposed 
irritated Hyrcanus, and told him that Herod was 
gone away in anger, and was prepared to make war 
upon him ; and as the kin^ believed what they said, 
he knew not what to do, suoe he saw his anti^onist 
was stronger than he was himself ; and now, since 
Herod was made general of Celesyria and Samaria 
by Sextus Coeear, he was formidable, not only from 
the good-will which the nation bore him, but by the 
power he himself had ; insomuch that Uyrcanus 
fell into the utmost degree of terror, and expected 
he would presently march against him with his 
army. 

9, Nor was he mistaken in the conjecture he 
made ; for Herod got his army together, out of the 
anger he bare him for his threatening him with the 
accusation in a public court, and led it to Jerusalem, 
in order to throw Hyrcanus down from his king- 
dom ; ftnd this he had soon done, unless his father 
and brother had gone out together and broken the 
force of his fury, and this by exhorting him to carrv 
his revenge no farther than to threatening and af- 
fi-ighting, but to spare the king, under whom he had 
been advanced to such a degree of power ; and that 
heoughtnottobe so much provoked athisbeing tried, 
as to forget to be thankful that he was acquitted ; 
nor so long to think upon what was of a melan- 
choly nature, as to be ungrateful for his deliver- 
ance ; and if we ought to reckon that €rod is the 
arbitrator of success in war, an unjust cause is of 
more disadvantase than an army can be of advan- 
tage ; and that therefore he ought not to be entirely 
confident of success in a case where he is to fight 
against his king, his supporter, and one that had 
often been his k^ne£ftctor, and that had never been 
severe to him any otherwise than as he had heark- 
ened to evil counsellors, and this no farther than 
by bringing a shadow of injostioe upon him. So 
Uerod was prevailed upon by these arguments, 
and supposed that what he had already dona was 
sufficient for his future hopes, and that he had 
enough shown his power to the nation. 

1 0. In the meantime, there was a disturbance 
amoi^ the Romans about Apamia, and a civil war 
occasioned by the treacherous sUughterof Sextus 
CcBsar,* by Cecilins Bassus, which he perpetrated 
out of his good-will to Pompey ; he also took the 
authority over his forces ; but, as the rest of Caesar's 
commanders attacked Bassus with theur whole army, 
in order to punish him for the murder of Cmear, 
Aotipater also sent them assistance by his sons, 
both on account of him that was murdered, and on 
account of that Cssar who was still alive, both of 
wliom were their friends ; and as this war grew to 
be of a oonsiderable length, Marcus came out of 
Italy as successor to Sextus. 



CHAPTER XI. 

HBBOD 18 MAOB PROCURATOR OF ALL SYRIA ; MALI- 
CHU8 18 AFRAID OF HIM, AND TAKES AMTIPATBR OFF 

BT poiaon : wubrbdpon thb- tribunes of the 

80LD1BB8 ARB PREVAILED WITH TO KILL BiM. 

f 1. Thbrb was at this time a mighty war raised 
among the Romans, upon the sudden and treacher- 

» Haoj wrlton of th« B«fnan hiKtorj glv« an aeeovnt at this muntor 
of SextiM Onar. and of th« War at Apamte upoo that ocottfioa. Tiuj 
wv ciu-d to Dk«ii Aklrlch'a not*. 



oos slaughter of Qesar by Cassius and Brutus, after 
he had held the government for three years and 
seven months.t Upon this murder there were very 
great agitations, and the great men were mightUv 
at difference one with another, and every one betook 
himself to that parW yhere they bad the greatest 
hopes of advancing themselves. Accordingly, Cas- 
sius came into Syria, in order to receive the forces 
that were at Apamia, where he procured a recon- 
ciliation between Bassus and Marcus, and the 
lemons which were at difference with him : so he 
raised the siege of Apamia, and took upon him the 
command of the army, and went about exacting 
tribute of the cities, and demanding tlieir money to 
such a degree as they were not able to bear. 

2. So he gave command that the Jews should 
bring in seven hundred talents : whereupon Anti- 
pater, out of his dread of Caasius's threats, parted 
the raising of this sum among his sons, and among 
others of his acquaintance, and to be done immedi- 
ately ; and among them he required one Malichus, 
who was at enmity with him, to do his part also, 
which necessity forced him to do. Now Herod, in 
the first place, mitigated the passion of Cassius, 
by bringing his share out of Galilee, which was a 
hundred talents, on which account he was in the 
highest favour with him ; and when he reproached 
the rest for being tardy, he was angry at the cities 
themselves ; so ne made slaves of Gophna and 
Emmaus, and two others of less note : nay, he pro- 
ceeded as if he would kill Malichus, because he had 
not made greater haste in exacting his tribute ; but 
Antipater prevented the ruin of this man, and of 
the other cities, and got into Cassius's favour by 
bringing in a hundred talents immediately, t 

8. However, when Cassius was gone, Malichus for- 

•t the kindness that Antipater had done him, and 
id frequent plots against him that had saved him, 
as making haste to get him out of the way, who was 
an obstacle to his wicked practices ; but Antipater 
was so much afraid of the power and cunning of the 
man, that he went beyond Jordan, in order to get 
an army to guard himself against his treacherous 
designs ; but when Malichus was caught in this 
plot, he put upon Antipater's sons by his impudence, 
for he thoroughly deluded Pbasaelus, who was the 
guardian of Jerusalem, and Herod who was en- 
trusted with the weapons of war, and this by a great 
many excuses and oaths, and persuaded them to 
procure his reconciliation to their father. Thus 
was he preserved again by Antipater, who dissuaded 
Marcus, the then president of Syria, from his re- 
solution of killing Malichus, on account of his 
attempts for innovation. 

4. Upon the war between Cassius and Brutus on 
one side, against the younger Csssar [Augustus] 
and Antony on the other, Cassius and Marcus got 
an army out of Syria ; and because Herod was 
likely to have a great share in providing necMsaries, 
they then made him procurator of all Sjrria, and 
gave him an army of foot and horse. Casbius pro- 
mised him also, that after the war was over, he 

t In tb« Antiaiiltl«i, b. xlv. eh. sL MOt. 1. Um danUlon at the relga 
of JuUiu Ctexar h thra* jmn »lx monlha; hut h«r* Uirw jrtan seven 
monUu, b«Fiiining rlgbtlf , um Dean Aldrich, fltom hia Mooud dictator* 
■hip. It U probable the real dumtlon might be three yean^ and between 
■Ix and eeven months. 

i It appean evidently by Jasi>phiis'e aeconnta, both here and In hie 
AntiqaiUea, (b. xlv. eh. si. leet. S), that thla OMaliis, one of GtaaaVe 
murdeier^ wae a bitter eppreeeor, and esaeter of tribute in Jadea. 
Theee seven bandied talenu amount to aboat three hundred thovsand 
pounds sterling, and are about half the jrearly revenue of king Herod 
afterwards. 9«e the note on Antiq. b. xvit. eh. xl. sect. 4. It alvu a[>- 
pcars that Oallkv then paid no ntore tribute tlian une hundred taknia 
or the seventh i«rt of the sow to be levied In ail the oounlnr. 
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would make him kins of Judea ; but it so faappenedy 
that the power and hopee of his son became the 
cause of his perdition ; for, as Malichus was afraid 
of this, he corrupted one of the king's cup-bearers 
with money, to give a poisonous potion to Antipater ; 
■o he became a sacrifice to Maiichus*8 wickedness^ 
and died at a feast. He was a man, in other re- 
spects, actire in the management of affairs, and one 
that recovered the government to Hyrcanus, and 
preserved it in his hands. 

6. However, Malichus, when he was suspected 
of poisoning Antipltter, and when the multitude 
was angzy with him for it, denied it, and made the 
people believe he was not guilty. He also pre- 
pared to make a greater figure, and raised soldiers | 
for he did not suppose that Herod would be quie^ 
who indeed came upon him with an army pre- 
sently, in order to revenge his father'ft death ; but 
upon hearing the advice of his brother Phasaelus, 
not to punish him in an open manner, lest the mul- 
titude should fall into a sedition, he admitted of 
Malichus's apology, and professed that he cleared 
him of his suspicion; ne also made a pompous 
funeral for his father. 

6. So Herod went to Samaria, which was then in 
a tumult, and settled the city in peace ; after which 
at the [Pentecost] festival, he returned to Jeruaa^ 
lem, having his armed men with him ; hereupon 
Hyrcanns, at the request of lAaliohus, who feared 
bis approach, forbade them to introduce foreigners 
to mix themselves with the people of the country, 
while they were purifyine themselves ; but Herod 
despised the pretence, ana him that gave that com- 
mand, and came in by night Upon which Mali- 
chus came to him, and bewailed Antipater ; Herod 
also made him believe [he admitted of his lamen- 
tation as real], although he had much ado to restrain 
his passion at him ; £>wever, he did himself bewail 
the murder of his father in his letters to Cassiusy 
who, on other accounts also hated Malichus. Cas- 
•ius sent hun word back that he should avenge his 
fiUher's death upon him, and privately gave oraer to 
the tribunes that were under him, that they 
should assist Herod ,in a righteous action he was 
about 

7. And because, upon the taking of Laodioea by 
Gaasius, the men of power were gotten together 
from all quarters, with presents and crowns in their 
hands, Herod aUotted this time for the punishment 
of Malichus. When Malichus suspected that, and 
was at Tyre, he resolved to withdraw his son pri- 
vately from among Uie Tyrians, who was an hostage 
there^ while he got ready to fl^ away into Judea ; 
the despair he was in of escapmg, excited him to 
think of greater things ; for he hoped that he should 
raise the nation to a revolt from tne Romans, while 
Gassius was busy about the war against Antony, and 
that he should easUy depose Hyrcanns, and get the 
erown for himself. 

8. But fate ku^hed at the hopes he had, for 
Herod foresaw what he was so zealous about, and 
invited both Hyrcanus and him to supper ; but 
calhijg one of the principal servants that stood by 
him, to him, he sent him out, as though it were 
to set things readv for supper, but m reality to give 
notice beforehand about the plot that was laid 
•gainst him ; accordingly they called to mind what 
orders Gassius had given them, and went out of the 
eity with their sworas in their hands upon the sea 
shore, where they encompassed Malichus round 
abon^ and killed him with many wounds. Upon 



which Hyrcanus was immediately affrighted, tfli he 
swooned awa^, and fell down at the surprise ho 
was in ; and it was with difficulty that he was re- 
covered, when he asked who it was that had killed 
Malichus. And when one of the tribunes replied 
that it was done by the command of CasBins, 
« Then," said he, << Cassios hath saved both me and 
my country, by enttingoff one that was laying plots 
against them both.*' Whether he spake aeMrding 
to his own sentiments, or whether his fear was sadi» 
that he was obliged to commend the action by say- 
ing so, is uncertain ; however, by this method He- 
rod inflicted punishment upon Malichus. 



CHAPTER XII. 



PHASABLU8 IS TOO HARD F0& FELIX ] 

0VBB00HS8 ANTIOONUS IN BATTLB: AKD THX JBWS 
A0CU8B BOTH HKBOD AND PHASASLOS ; BUT AK- 
TONIUS ACqUITB THBM, AND 1IAKB8 THBII TB- 
TBA&CH8. 

§ 1. Whbn Casmus was gone out of Syria, anotfaes 
sedition arose at Jerusalem, wherein Felix iwulted 
Phasaelus with an army, that he might revenge the 
death of Malichus upon Herod, by falling upon 
his brother. Now llerod happened then to be 
with Fabios, the governor of Damascus, and as he 
was going to his brother's asststanee, he waa de- 
tained b^ sickness ; in the meantime, Phasaelns 
was by himself too hard for Felix, and rspcoaohed 
Hyrcanus on account of his ingratitude, ooth in^ 
what assistance he had afforded Malichus, and for 
overlooking Malichus's brother, when be pooMwoA 
himself of the fortresses ; for he had gotten a 
great many of them already and amoqg them the 
strongest of them all, Mssada. 

2* However, nothing oould be sufficient for him 
against the foroe of Herod, who, as soon as be waa 
reoovered, took the other fortxeases again, and drove 
him out of Masada in the posture of a sapplieant ; 
he also drove away Marion, the tyrant of the Ty- 
nans, out of GaliUee, when he had already possessed 
himself of three fortified phoes ; but as to those 
Tyrians whom he had caught he preserved them all 
alive ; nay, some of them he gave presents to^ and 
so sent them awav, and thereb v proeored good-will 
to himself firom the dty, and hatred to tlM ^]Fnmt. 
Marion had indeed obtained this tmmuad. power 
of Gassius, who set tyrants over all Syria ;* and oat 
of hatred to Herod it was that he assisted Anti- 
gonns, the son of Aristobulns, and principally on 
f abios's aoeount, whom Antigonus had mada hia 
assistant bv money, and had him according on his 
side when he made his descent ; but it wasPtolemyy 
the ifititw^w of Antigonus, that supplied all that he 
wanted. 

3. When Herod had fought against these in the 
avenues of Judea, he was conqueror in the battle, 
and drove away Antigonus, and returned to Jeni- 
salem, beloved by eretv body for the glorious ae- 
tion he had done ; for those who did not before fa- 
vour him, did join themselves to him now, because 
of his marriage ioto the £unily of Hyrcanus ; for as 
he had formerly married a wife out of his own 
country of no ignoble blood, who was called Doris, 
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of whom ho heghi Antipftter, so did he now ouuny 
MArUiiiiie» the daughter of Alexander, the eon of 
Ariatobulusy and tho grand-danghter of Hvtoa- 
BOB, and waa heeome thereby a relation (tf the 
long. 

4. Bat when GflBaar and Antony had dam Gaasiiis 
near Phillppi, and Gnear was gone to Italy, and 
Antony to Aam, amongst the rest of the cities which 
■ent ambaafladom to Antony onto Bithynia, the 
great men of the Jews came also, andaocoaed Pha- 
saelos and Herod, that they kept the government 
by foree, and that Hyroanos had no more than an 
honourable name. Herod appeared ready to an- 
swer this aocoaation ; and, haying made Antony 
his firiend by the huge soma of money he gave him, 
he hrooght him to each a temper as not to hear the 
others npeak against him ; and thos did they part 
atthisdme. 

& However, after this there came a hondred 
ai the prinoipal men among the Jews to Daphne 
by Antwohy to Antony, who was aheady in love 
with deopatra to the degree of shiTeiy ; these 
Jews pat those men that were the most potent, 
both in dignity and eloquence, foremost, and acca- 
ssd the brethren.* But Messak opposed them, 
and defended the brethren, and that while Hyrea- 
nus stood by him, on acooant of his rehttion to 
them. When Antony had heard both sides^ he 
asked Hyreanus whieh party was the fittest to go- 
vera ; who replied, that Herod and his party was 
fittest Antony was glad of that answer, for he had 
been formerljr treated in an hospitable and obliging 
manner by his fiither Antipater, when he mazohed 
into Judea with Gabinius ; so he eonstitnted the 
brethren tetrarchs, and committed to them the 
govenmient of Judea. 

6. Bat when the ambassadors had mdignation 
at this proeedore, Antony took fifteen of them and 
pat them into custody, whom he was also going to 
Mill prssently, and the rest he drove away wiUi dis> 
grace ; on which occasion a still greater tumult 
arose at Jerusalem ; so they sent again a thousand 
amba ssa dor s to Tjn, where Antony now abode, 
as he was marching to Jerusalem ; upon these men 
who made a chunour, he sent out the governor of 
Tyr9f and ordered him to punish all that he could 
eatch of them, and to settle those in the adminis- 
tration whom he had made tetrarchs. 

7. But before this, Herod and Hyroanna went 
out upon the sea-shore, and eamestly desired of 
these am bassadors that they would neither bring 
ruin upon themselves, nor war upon their native 
eouatry, by their rssh contentions ; and when they 
grew stiU more ootnigeous, Antony sent out armed 
men, and slew a great many, and wounded more of 
them : of whom those that were shOn were buried 
by Hyroanos, as were the wounded put under the 
care of physicians by him ; yet would not those 
that had escaped be quiet stiU, but put the affairs 
of the dtv into such disorder, and so provoked 
Antony, that bs slew those whom he had put into 
bonds also. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

CHB PA&THIAlfS BRING AIITIOOlfim BACK INTO JTVOBA, 
AND CAST HTBCANV8 AND PHASAXLUS INTO PRISON. 
THB FLIGHT OP HXROD, AND THB TAKING OF JTXRU- 
8ALXK, AND WHAT BYRCANUS AND PHASAXLUS 
8UFPXRBD. 

§ 1. Now two years afterward, when Barsaphanes, 
a governor among the Parthians, and Pacorus, the 
king's son, had possessed themselves of Syria, and 
when Lysanias had already succeeded, upon the 
death of his fitther Ptolemy, the son of Menneus, 
in the goverament [of Chalcis], he prevailed with 
the governor, by a pronuse of a thousand talents, 
and five hundred women, to bring back Antigonus 
to his kingdom, and to turn Hyreanus out of it. 
Pacorus was by these means indoced so to do, and 
marched along the sea-coast, while he ordered 
Barzaphames to fall upon the Jews as he went 
along the Mediterranean part of the country ; but 
of the maritime people, the Tyrians would not 
receive Pacorus, although those of Ptolemais and 
Sidon had received him ; so he committed a troop 
of his horse to a certain cup-bearer bidonging to 
the royal family, of his own name [Pacorus], and 

Eve him orders to march into Judea, in order to 
urn the state of affiurs among theur enemies, and 
to help Antigonus when he should want his i ' 



2. Now, as these men were ravaging Gkrmel, 
many of the Jews ran together to Antic^os, and 
showed themselves ready to make an incursion into 
the coontiy ; so be sent them before into that pbtoe 
called Drvmos [the woodland],t to leize upon the 
pUce ; whereupon a battle was fought between 
them ; and they drove the enemy away, and pur- 
sued them, and ran after them as fiur as Jerusalem, 
and as their numbers increased, they proceeded as 
&r as the hinge's palace ; but as Hyroanns and 
Phasaelus received them with a strong body of 
men, there happened a battle in the market-place, 
in which Herod's party beat the enemy, and shut 
them up in. the temple, and set sixty men in the 
houses adjoming as a guard on them. But the 
people that were tumultuous agamst the brethren 
came in and burnt those men ; while Herod^ in his 
rage for killing them, attacked and slew many of 
the people, till one party made incursions on the 
other by turns, day by dav, in the wav of ambushes ; 
and slaughters were made continually among them. 

8. Now when that festival which we call Pente- 
cost was at hand, all the places about the temple, 
and the whole city was full of a multitude of pec^le 
that were come out of the country, and who were 
the greatest part of them armed abo^ at which time 
Phasaelus guarded the wall, and Herod, with a 
few, guarded the royal palace ; and when he made 
an assault upon his enemies, as they were out of 
their ranks, on the north quarter of the city, he 
slew a great number of them, and put them all to 
flight ; and some of them he shut up within the 
city, and others within the outward rampart. In 
the meantime Antigonus desired that Pacorus 
might be admitted to be a reconciler between 
them ; and Phasaelus was prevailed upon to admit 

t This UttB* and noted wood, ev modlaad, Ulonging toOhnMl, trnOad 
ApVfJMS bjtho 8qi«ai«lat, U nviUoaad fai Iha OU TMtaaMBt, 8 
Xltiffi xlz. »; and Zm. jiutU. 94t and Stnbo, U. xil p. jMt •» boik 
Aiditab and SCnbo ban Nouuk voy p«tiuMit)y. 
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the Parthian into the city with five hundred horse, 
and to treat him in an hospitable manner, who pre- 
tended that he came to qoell the tumult, but in 
reality he came to assist Antigonus ; however, he 
laid a plot for Phasaelus, and persuaded him to go 
as an ambassador to Barzaphames, in order to put 
an end to the war, although Herod was veiy earnest 
with him to the contrary, and exhorted him to kill 
the plotter, but not expose himself to the snares he 
had htid for him, because the barbarians are na- 
turally perfidious. However, Pacorus went out 
and took Hyrcanus with him, that he might be the 
less suspected ; he also* left some of the horsemen, 
called the Freemen, with Herod, and conducted 
Phasaelus with the i-est 

4. But now, when tliey were come to Galilee, 
they found that the people of that country had re- 
volted, and were in arms, who came very cunningly 
to their leader, and besought him to conceal his 
treacherous intentions by an obliging behaviour to 
them ; accordingly, he at first nu^e them presents, 
and afterward, as they went away, laid ambushes 
for them ; and, when they were come to one of the 
maritime cities called Ecdippon, they perceived 
that a plot was htid for them ; for they were there 
informed of a promise of a thousand talents, and 
how Antigonus had devoted the greatest number 
of the women that were there with them, among 
the five hundred, to the Parthians ; tfiey also per- 
ceived that an ambush was always laid for them 
by the barbarians in the night time ; they had also 
been seized on before this, unless they had waited 
for the seizure of Herod fint at Jerusalem, because, 
if he were once informed of this treachery of Uieirs, 
he would take care of himself ; nor was this a mere 
report, for they saw the guards ahready not far off 
them. 

5. Nor would Phasaelus think of forsaking Hyr- 
canus and fl;png away, although Ophellius earnestly 
persuaded him to it ; for this man had learned the 
whole scheme of the plot from Samarolla, the rich- 
est of all the Syrians. But Phasaelus went up to 
the Parthian governor, and reproached him to his 
face for htying this treacherous plot against them, 
and chiefly b^use he had done it for money ; and 
ho promised him that he would give him more 
mone^ for their preserration, than Antigonus had 
raomised to give for the kingdom. But the sly 
Parthian endeavoured to remove all his suspicion 
by apologies and by oaths, and then went to [the 
other] Pacorus ; immediately after whidi those 
Parthians who were left, and had it in charge, 
seized upon Phasaelus and Hyrcanus, who could 
do no more than curse their perfidiousness and 
tlieir perjury. 

6. In the meantime the cup-bearer was sent 
[back], and htid a plot how to seize upon Herod, 
by deluding him, and getting him out of the city, 
as he was commanded to do. But Herod suspected 
the barbarians Uom the beginning ; and having 
then received intelligence that a messenger, who 
was to bring him the letters that informed him of 
the treachery intended, had fallen among the enemy, 
he would not go out of the city ; though Pacorus 
said, very positively, that he ought to go out, and 
meet the messengers that brouent the letters, for 
that the enemy had not taken Uiem, and that the 
contenta of them were not accounts of any plots upon 

• THOM aoroantii. both Imn and Anttq. b. mlr, eh. sill. Met. ». Um» 
the Parthlaaa fooght ebtoOy on hwnwljock, •n<l that only torav few at 
tbrlr •nMI»n ware rreetnmi, nrrfec ly Mre« with Trogna Pompelai, fal 
iwMu, b. xlL ^ a. ■■ iMui ▲Vdrich w«U wl»crvM in this ptaoe. 



them, but of what Phasaelus had done ; yet Herod 
had heard from others that his brother was seized ; 
and Alexandra,i* the shrewdest woman in the world, 
Hyrcanus*s daughter, begged of him that he would 
not go out, nor trust himself to those barbarians, 
who now were come to make an attempt upon him 
openly. 

7. Now, as Pacorus and his friends were consi- 
dermg how they might bring theur plot to bear pri- 
vately, because it was not possible to circumvent a 
man of so great prudence by openly attacking him, 
Herod prevented them, and went off with the per- 
sons that were the most nearly related to him by 
night, and this without their enemies being apprised 
of it. But, as soon as the Parthians perceived it, 
they pursued after them ; and, as he gave orders 
for his mother, and sbter, and the young woman 
who was betrothed to him, with her mo&er, and 
his youngest brother, to make the best of theur way, 
he himself, with his servants, took all the care they 
could to keep off the barbarians ; and when, at 
every assault, he had slain a great many of them, 
he came to the strong-hold of Massada. 

8. Nay, he found by experience that the Jews 
fell more heavily upon him than did the Parthians, 
and created him troubles perpetoaUy, and this ever 
sinoe he was gotten sixty furlongs from the city ; 
these sometimes brought it to a sort of regalar 
battle. Now, in the pUtce where Herod beat them, 
and killed a great number of them, there he after- 
ward built a citadel, in memory of the great actiona 
he did there, and adorned it with the most costly 
palaces, and erected very strong fortifications, and 
called it, from his own name, Herodium. Now, as 
they were in their flight, many jomed themselves 
to him every day ; and at a place called Thressa 
of Idumea, his brother Joseph met him, and ad- 
vised him to ease himself of a great number of has 
followers, because Masada would not contain so 
sreat a multitude, which were above nine thousand. 
Herod complied with this adrice, and sent away 
the most cumbersome part of his retinue, that 
they might go into Idumea, and gave them provi- 
sions for their journey ; but he got safe to the for- 
tress with his nearest rehttions, and retained with 
him only the stoutest of his followers ; and there 
it was tnat he left eight hundred of his men as a 
guard for the women, and provisions sufficient for 
a siege ; but he made haste himself to Petra of 
Arabia. 

9. As for the Parthians in Jerusalem, they be- 
took themselves to plundering, and fell upon the 
houses of those that were fled, and upon the king's 
palace, and spared nothing but Hyrcanus's money, 
which was not above three hundred talents. ThoT 
lighted on other men's money also, but not so much 
as they hoped for ; for Herod, having a bug while 
had a suspicion of the perfidiousness of the barba- 
rians, had taken care to have what was most splen- 
did among his treasures conveyed into Idumea, aa 
every one belonging to him had in like manner 
done also. But the Parthians proceeded to that 
degree of injustice, as to fill all the country with 
war without denouncing it, and to demolish the 
city Marissa, and not only set up Antigonus for 
king, but to deliver Phasaelus and Hyrcanus bound 
into his hands, in order to their being tormented 
by him. Antigonus himself also bit off Hyrcanus*a 
ears with his own teeth, as he fell down upon his 
knees to him, that so he might never be able, upon 

t KariMOMhera, in the eoptas. 
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any mntatioD of sffain, to take the high-prieethood 
again ; for the high-priests that officiated were to 
be complete, and without blemish. 

10. UoweveTy he failed in his purpose of ab^ising 
Fhasaelus, by reason of his eourage, for though he 
neither had the oommand of his sword nor of his 
hands, he prevented aU abuses by dashing his head 
against a stone ; so he demonstrated himself to be 
Herod's own brotfier, and Hvrcanus a most dege- 

' Derate relation, and died with great bravery, and 
made the end of his life agreeable to the actions of 
it. There is also another report about his end, 
via. that he recovered of that stroke, and that a 

' surgeon, who was sent by Antigonus to heal him, 
filled the wound with poisonous ingredients, and so 
killed him. Whichsoever of these deaths he came 

' to, the beginning of it was glorious. It is abo re- 
p<»ted, that before he expircd, he was informed by 
a certain poor woman how Herod had escaped out 
of their hands, and that he said thereupon, ** I now 
die with comfort, since I leave behind me one alive 
that will avenge me of mine enemies." 

• 11. This was the death of Phasaelus ; but the 
Parthians, although they had failed of the women 
thc7 cluefly desired, yet did they put the govern- 
ment of Jerusalem into the hands of Antigonos, and 
took away Hyrcanos, and bound him, and carried 
him to Partua. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

WHEN HEBOq IS BUBCTBD IN ARABIA, HE HAKES 
HASTE TO ROHE, WHBEB AlfTONT AKD CJSAR 
JOlIf THEIR INTEREST TO HAKE HIH KINO OF 
THE JEWS. V 

$ 1, Now Herod did the more zealously pursue his 
journey into Arabia, as making haste to get money 
of the king, while his brothor was yet alive ; by 
which money alone it was that he hoped to prevail 
upon the covetous temper of the barbarians to 
spare Phasaelus ; for he reasoned thus with him- 
self : — That if the Arabian king was too forgetful 
of his father's friendship with him, and was too 
covetous to make him a free gift, he would how- 
ever borrow as much of him as might redeem his 
brother, and put into his hands, as a pledge, the 
son of him that was to be redeemed. Accordingly 
he led his brother's son along with him, who was 
of the age of leven years. r(ow he was ready to 
give three hundred talents for his brother, and in- 
tended to desu-e the intercession of the Tyrians, to 
get them accepted ; however, fette had been too 
quick for his diligenoe ; and since Phasaelus was 
dead, Herod's brotherly love was now in vain. 
Moreover, he was not able to find any lasting 
friendship among the Arabians ; for the king, 
Malichus, lent to him immediately, and commanded 
him to return back out of his country, and used the 
name of the Parthians as a pretence for so doing, 
as though theee had denounced to hun by their 
ambasBadors to cast Herod out of Arabia ; while 
m reality they had a mind to keep back what they 
owed to Antipater, and not be obliged to make re- 
quital to his sons for the free gifts the &ther had 
made them. He also took die imprudent advice of 
those who, equally with himself, were willing to 
deprive Herod of what Antipater had deposited 
among them ; and those men were the most potent 
of all whom be had in his kingdom. 



2. So when Herod had found that the Arabians 
were his enemies, and this for those yery reasons 
whence he hoped they would have been the most 
friendly, and had given them such on answer as 
his passion suggested, he returned back and went 
for Egypt. Now he lodged the first evemng at one 
of the temples of that country, in order to meet 
with those whom he left behind ; but on the next 
day word was brought hun, as he was going to 
Rhinocurura, that his brother was dead, andhow 
he came by his death ; and when he had lamented 
him as much as his present circumstances could 
bear, he soon hud aside such earesj and proceeded 
on his journey. But now, after some time, the 
king of Arabia repented of .what he had done, and 
sent presently away messengers to call him back ; 
Herod had prevented them, and was come to Pe- 
lusium, where he could not obtain a paasage from 
those that hty with the fleet, so he besought their 
captains to let him go by them ; accordingly, out 
of the reverence they bore to the fame and dignity 
of the man, they conducted him to Alexandria ; 
and when he came into the city, he wa« received 
by Cleopatra with mat splendour, — ^who hoped he 
might be persuaded to be commander of her forces 
in the expedition she was now about. But he re- 
jected the queen's solicitations, and being neither 
affrighted at the height of that storm which then 
happened, nor at the tumults that were now in 
Italy, he sailed for Rome. 

3. But as he was in peril about Pamphylia, and 
obliged to cast out the greatest part of the ship's 
lading, he, with difficulty, got safe to Rhodes, a 
phuse which had been grievously harassed in the 
war with Cassius. He was there received by his 
friends, Ptolemy and Sappinius ; and alUiough he 
was then in want of money, he fitted up a three- 
decked ship of very great magnitude, wherein he 
and his friends sailed to Brundusium,* and went to 
Rome with all speed ; where he first of all went 
to Antony, on account of the friendship his father 
had with him, and laid before him the calamities 
of himself and his family ; and that he had left his 
nearest reUtions besieged in a fortress, and had 
sailed to him through a storm, to make supplica- 
tion to him for assistance. 

4. Hereupon Antony was moved to compassion 
at the chanse that had been made in Herod's af- 
fairs, and this both upon his callmg to mind how 
hospitably he had been treated by Antipater, but 
more especially on account of ilerod's own virtue ; 
so he then resolved to get him made king of the 
Jews, whom he had himself formerly made tetraroh. 
The contest also that he had with Antigonus was 
another inducement, and that of no leas weight 
than the great regard he had for Herod ; for he 
looked upon Antigonus as a seditious person, and 
an enemy of the Romans : and as for Cnsar, Herod 
found hun better prepared than Antony, as remem- 
bering very fresh the wars he had gone through 
together with his father, the hospitable treatment 
he had met with from him, and the entire good- 
will he had shown to him ; besides the activity 
which he saw in Herod himself. So he called the 
senate together, wherein Measalas, and after him 
Atratinus, produced Herod before them, and gave 
a full account of the merits of his father, and his 
own good>will to the Romans. At tiie same vima 
they demonstrated that Antigonus was their enemy 
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not only beeauae he soon quarrelled with them, 
but becanae he now orerlooked the Romana, and 
took the goTeniment by the meana of the Parthi- 
ana. These reaaona greatly moved the aenate, at 
which junotore Antony came in, and told them diat 
it waa for thefar advantage in the Parthian war that 
Herod ahonld be king ; ao they all gave their Totea 
for it And when the aenate waa aeparated, An- 
tony and Cnaar went out, with Herod between 
them ; whUe the oonanl and the reat of the magia- 
tratee went before them, in order to offer saerificesy 
and to by the decree in the Capitol. Antony alao 
made a maat for Herod on the firat day of hia iwgn. 



CHAPTER XV. 

AimOOlfUa BBSIBOB8 TH08B THAT WBRB IN MABADA, 
WHOM HSROD VBBBB F&OM COlTFINEMEirT WHEN 
HB CAKB BACK FROM BOKB, AND PRB8BNTLT 
MABCHBB TO JE&USALBH, WHEBB HB FINDB SILO 
OOBBUFTBD BT BRIBES. 

S 1. Now dofinf this time, Antigonos besieged 
tiiose that were m Mamida, who hwA all other ne- 
eeeaariea in anflleient qoantity, bnt were in want of 
water ; on which aeooont Joseph, Herod's brother, 
was disposed to run away to the Arabians, with 
two hundred of his own friends, beeanse he had 
heard that Maliehus repented of his offences with 
regard to Herod ; and he had been so miick as to 
have been gone out of the fortress already, unleas, 
on that very night when he was going away, there 
had iUlen a great deal of rain^ insomuch that hia 
reaervoirs were full of water, and ao he waa under 
no neeesaity of running away. After which, there- 
fore, they inadean irruption upon Antigonus's party, 
and alew a great ma ny of them, some in open bat- 
tles, and some in private ambush ; nor had they 
always success m their attempts, for sometimes 
ihej were beaten, and ran away. 

2. In the meantime Yenttdius, the Roman gene- 
ral, waa sent out of Syria, to restrain the incursions 
of the Parthians ; and aAer he had done that, he 
came into Judea, in pretence indeed to assist Jo- 
seph and his party, out in reality to get money of 
Antigonns ; and when he had pitched his camp 
very near to Jerusalem, as soon as he had got mo- 
nev enough, he went away with the greateat part 
of hia forces ; yet still did he leave SSo with some 
part of them, lest if he had taken them all away, 
his faking of bribea might have been too openly 
diacoverM. Now Antigonua hoped that the Par- 
fhiana would come to his assistance, and therefore 
cultivated a good understanding with Silo in the 
meantime, lest any interruption should be given to 
his hopes. 

3. Now by this thne Herod had sailed out of 
Italy, and had come to Ptolemais : and aa soon aa 
he had sotton together no small army of foreigners, 
and of hia own countrymen, he marched through 
Galilee against Antiffonus, wherein he waa aasisted 
by Ventidius and SUo, both whom Dellius,* a per- 
son sent by Antony, persuaded to bring Herod 
finto hia kincdom]. Now Yentidiaa waa at thia 
time amon|{ tne cities, and compoaing the distor- 
bancea which had happened by meana of the Par- 



thians, aa waa Silo in Judea eorrupted by the bribea 
that Antigonns had given him ; yet waa not Herod 
himself destitute of power, but the number of hia 
forces increased every day aa he went along, and 
all Galilee, with few exceptiona, joined th e meelvei 
to him. So he propoeed to himself to set about hia 
most 
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in order to deliver his relationa from the siege thej 
endured. But still Joppa stood in his way, ani 
hindered hia going thither : for it was neeesaaiy to 
take that city first, which waa in the 
hands, that when he should goto JeriM 
fortress might be left in the enemies' power 1 
him. Silo also willingly Jmned him, aa having now 
a plausible ocoaaton of dnwing olT his forosa [fkom 
Jerusalem] ; and when the Jews pursued him, and 
pressed upon him [in his retreat], Heirod made an ; 
excursion upon them with a small body of his men, 
and soon put them to fli^t, and saved Silo wlieii 
he was in distr e s s . 

4. After this, Herod took Joppa, and then made 
haste to Haaada to free his Mlattons. Now, aalM 
waa marching, many came in to him ; aomeindneed 
by their friendahip to hia fother, aorae by the iiep«i« 
tetion he had already gained himself, and soaoe in 
order to repay the benefits they had reonved from 
both ; but still what eneaged the greateat number 
on his side, was the hopes from him, when h« 
should be established in his kingdom ; so thai ho 
had gotten together an army harS to be conquered. 
But Antigonns laid an ambush for him aa he 
marched out, in which he did little or no harm to 
his enemies. However, he eaaily npcovered hia 
relationa again that were in Maaada, aa well aa the 
fortress Ressa, and then marched to Jemsalen, 
where the soldiers that were with Silo joined them- 
selves to his own, as did many out of the city, from 
a dread of hte power. 

5. Now, when he had pitched lik eamp on the 
west side of the city, the guards who were there^ 
ahot their arrows and thraw their darts at them, 
while others ran out in companies, and attnuVitd 
those in the fore-front ; but Herod *«mn^^^ 
proclamation to be made at the wall, that he waa 
come for the good of the people and the pieaerva- 
tbn of the city, without aqy desigB to be revenged 
cm hia open enemies, but to graat oblivion to tliem, 
though they had been the moat obatiBato ) 
him. Now the soldiers that weoce for 
made a contrary damonr, and did neither pamit 
any body to hear that proclamation, nor to change 
their pam ; ao Antigonua gave order to hia foreea 
to beat the enemy from the walls : aooordbig^, 
they soon threw their darto at them from the 
towers, and put them to flight 

6. And here it was that Silo disoovered he had 
taken bribes ; for he set many of the noldiiirB to 
damour about theur want of neoeasariea^ and to 
require their pay, in order to buy themselvea foodt 
and to demand that he would lead them into plaaea 
convenient for their winter quartera ; becaaas all 
the parte about the city were hud waate by tba 
means of Antigonus's army, which had taken all 
things away. By thia he moved the an^y, and 
attempted to get them off the siege ; but Herod 
went to the captains that were undw Silo, and to a 
great man^ of the sokUers, and begged of them out 
to leave him, who waa sent thither by Gnaar and 
Antony, and the aenato ; for that he would take 
care to have their wanto sillied that very day. 
After the making of which entreaty, he went haa- 
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tily into the eoantry, and brought hither so 
an abundance of neeenariesy that he cutolf all 
Silo's pretences ; and, in order to provide that for 
the following days they ahoold not want supplies, 
he sent to the people that were about Sanuuriay 
(which sity had joined itself to him) to bring oom, 
wine, and oil, and cattle to Jericho. When Anti- 
gonus heard of this, he sent some of his party widi 
orders to hinder, and lay ambushes for these col- 
leetOTB of com. This command was obeyed, and a 
great number of armed men were gathered together 
about Jericho, and lay upon the mountains to watdi 
those that brought the proTisions. Yet was Herod 
not idle, but took witn him ten cohorts, five of 
them were Romans, and five Jewish cohorts, toge- 
ther with some mensenaxy troops intermixed among 
theoi, and besides those a few horsemen, and came 
to Jericho ; and when be came he found the city 
deserted, but that there were five hundred men, 
with their wives and children, who had taken pos- 
session of the tops of the mountains ; these he took 
and dismiBsed them, while the Romans fell upon 
the rest of the city, and plundered it, having found 
the houses full of all sorts of good Uiings. So the 
king left a garrison at Jericho^ and came back, and 
sent the Roman army into those cities whidi were 
come over to him, to take their winter quarters 
there, via. into Jndea [or Idnmeaj, and Galilee, 
and Samaria. Antigonus also, by bribes, obtained 
of Silo to let a j^ixi of his army be received at 
Lydda^ as a comphment to Antonins. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

BBBOD TAKES SSPPHOUS, AND 8VBDUB8 THB BOB- 
BBBS THAT WBBB Iff THB CAVES : HB AFTBB 
THAT AVBNQBB HIMSBLF UPON KACHBBAS, AS UPON 
AN BNBMr OF HIS, AND GOBS TO ANTONY, AS HB 
WAS BBSIBGING SAMOBATA. 

§ 1. So the Romans lived in plenty of all things, 
and rested from war. However, Herod did not Tie 
at zest, but seised upon Idumea, and kept it, with 
two thousand footmen, and four hundred hoEsemen ; 
and this he did by sending his brother Joseph thi> 
tfaer, that no innovation might be made by Antigo- 
nus. He also removed his mother, and all his re- 
lations, who had been in Msmida, to Samaria ; and 
when he had settled them securely, he marched to 
take the remaining parts of Galilee^ and to drive 
away the garrisons placed there by Antiffonus. 

2. But when Herod had reached Sepimoris,* in 
a very great snow, he took the city without any 
difficulty, the guards that should have kept it flying 
away before it was assaulted : where he gave an 
opportunity to his followers that had been in dis- 
tress to refresh themselves, there being in that city 
a great abundance of necessaries. After which he 
hasted away to the robbers that were in the caves, 
who overran a great part of the oountiy, and did 
as great mischief to its inhabitants as> war itself 
Q0i2d have done. Accordingly he sent beforehand 
three cohorts of footmen, and one troop of horse- 
men, to the village of Arbela, and came himself 
finrty days af terwardsf with the rest of his forces. 

« Thk BtnbMia, tiM BMlnpoUi of OalllMb w oAan i me t lo— a bf 
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Yet were not the enemy allrighted at his assaulty 
but met him in arms ; f<^ then* skill was that of 
warriors, but their boldness was that of robbers : 
when, therefore, it came to a pitched battle, they 
put to flight Herod's left wing with their right one : 
but Hflvod, wheeling about on the sudden from his 
own right wioff, came to their assistance, and both 
made his own left wing return baek from its flight, 
and fell upon the pursuers^ and cooled their eoorsge^ 
tiU they could not bear the attempts that wSv 
made directly upon them, and so turned back and 
ran away. 

8. But Herod followed them, and slew them as 
he followed them, and destroyed a great part of 
them, till those that remained were scaitered beyond 
the river [Jordan] ; and Galilee was freed from 
the terrors they had been under, excepting from 
those that renudned, and lay concealed in caves^ 
which required longw time ere they could be eon- 
quered. In order to which, Herod, in the ftrst 
place, distributed the fruits c^ their former labours 
to the soldiers, and gave every one of them a hun- 
dred and fift^ drachnue of silver. Mid a neat deal 
more to their commanders, and sent ttiem into 
their winter quarters. He iJso sent to his youngest 
brother Pheroras, to take care of a good market for 
them, where they might buv themselves provisions, 
and to build a wall about Alexandrium ; who took 
care of both those injunctions accordingly. 

4. In the meantima Antony abode at Athens, 
while Yentidius called for Silo and Herod to come 
to the war against the Parthians, but ordered them 
first to settle the afiairs of Judea : so Herod wil- 
lingly dismissed Silo to go to Ventidius; but he 
made an expedition himself against those that lay 
in the caves. Now these caves were in the preci- 
pices of crag^ mountains, and could not be come 
at from any side, since ther had only some winding 
path-ways, very narrow, by which they got up to 
them ; but the rock that lay on their front had be- 
neath it valleys of a vast depth, and of an almost 
perpendicular declivity ; iDsomueh Hisi the king 
was doubtful for a long time what to do, by reason 
of a kind of impossibility there was of attadLingthe 
place. Yet did he at length make vse of a eontri- 
vanoe that was subject to the utmost hanrd ; fov 
he let down the most hardy of his men in chests, 
and set them at the mouths of the dens. Nowthese 
men slew the robbers and their families, and when 
they made resistancft, they sent in fire upon them| 
[and burnt them] ; and as licrod was desirous of 
saving some of them, he had proclamation made, 
that uey diould come and dehver themselves up 
to him ; but not one of them came willingly to him ; 
and of those that were compelled to come, many 
preferred death to captivity. And here a certain 
old man, the lather of seven children, whose chil- 
dren, together with their mother, desired him to 
give them leave to go out, upon the assurance and 
right hand that was offered them, slew them alter 
the foUowing manner :— He ordered every one of 
them to go out» while he stood himself at the cave's 
mouth, and slew that son of his perpetually who 
went out. Herod was near enough to see this 
sight, and his bowels of compassion were moved at 
it, and he stretched out his right hand to the old 

manoflr. wlicn JoMphiis Mm. eh. xnlU. MCt. 8, that Hsrod UtmI 
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man, and besought him to spare his children ; yet 
did not he relent at all uwn what he said, bat over 
nnd above reproached H«rod on the lowness of his 
descent, and slew his wife as well as his children, 
and when he had thrown their dead bodies down 
the precipice, he at last threw himself down after 
them. 

5. By this means Herod subdued these caves, 
and the robbers that were in them. He then left 
th^ a part of his army, as many as he thought 
sufficient to prevent any sedition, and made Ptolemy 
their general, and returned to Samaria : he led also 
with him three thousand armed footmen, and six 
\iundred horsemen, against Antieonus. Now here 
those that used to raise tumults m Gslllee, having 
liberty so to do upon his departure, fell unexpect- 
edly upon Ptolemy, the eeneral of his forces, and 
slew him : they also laid the country waste, and 
then retired to the bogs, and to places not easily to 
be found ; but when Herod was informed of this 
insurretition, he came to the assistance of the coun- 
try immediately, and destroyed a great number of 
the seditious, and raised the sieges of all those for- 
tresses they had besieged ; he also exacted the tri- 
bute of a hundred talents of hia enemies, as a penalty 
for the mutations they had made in the country. 

6. By this time (the Parthians being already 
driven out of the oountiy, and Paoorus slam) Ven- 
tidiua, by Antony's command, sent a thousand 
horsemen, and two legions, as auxiliaries to Herod, 
against Antigonus. Now Antigonus besought Ma- 
cheras, who was their general, by letter, to come to 
his assi s ta n ce, and made a great many mournful 
complaints about Herod's violence, and about the 
injuries he did to the kingdom ; and promised to 
give him monepr for such his assistance : but he 
complied not with his invitation to betray his trust, 
for he did not contemn him that sent him, especi- 
ally while Herod gave him more money [than the 
other offered]. So he pretended friendship to An- 
tigonus, but came as a spy to discover his affairs, 
although he did not herein comply with Herod, who 
dissuaded him from so doing ; but Antigonus per- 
ceived what his intentions were beforehand, and 
excluded him out of the city, and defended himself 
against him as against an enemy, from the walls ; 
till Maoheras was ashamed of what he had done, 
and retired to Emmans to Herod ; and, as he was 
in -tk Tm at his disappointment, he slew all the Jews 
whom he met with, without sparing those that were 
for Herod, but using them all as if they were for 
Antigonus. 

7. Hereupon Herod was very angry at. him, and 
was going to fight against Macheras as his enemy ; 
but he restramed his indignation, and marched to 
Antony to accuse Macheras of mal-administration ; 
but Macheras was made sensible of his offences, 
and followed after the kins immediately, and ear- 
nestly begged and obtained that he would be recon- 
ciled to him. However, Herod did not desist from 
his resolution of going to Antony ; but when he 
heard that he was besieging Samosata* with a great 
army, which is a strong city near to Euphrates, he 
made the greater haste ; as observing that this was 
a proper opportunity for showing at once his courage, 
and fordoing what would greatly oblige Antony. 
Indeed, when he came, he soon made an end of 
that siege, and slew a great number of the barba- 
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rians, and took from them a large prey ; insomuch 
that Antony, who admired his courage formerly, 
did now admire it still more. Accordingly he 
heaped many more honours upon him, and gave 
him more assured hopes that he should gain his 
kingdom : and now lang Antiochus was forced to 
deliver up Samosata. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

THE DEATH OF JOSEPH [heROD'S BROTHER], WHICO 
HAD BEEN SIGNIFIED TO HEROD llf DREAMS. 
HOW HEROD WAS PRESERVED TWICE, AFTER A 
WONDERFUL MANNER. HE CUTS OFF THE HEAD 
OF PAPPUS, WHO WAS THE MURDERER OF ^TS 
BROTHER, AND SENDS THAT BEAD TO [HIS OTHER 
BROTHER] PHERORAS. AND IN NO LONG TIME HE 
BESIEGES JERUSALEM, JLND MARRIES MARIAMNB. 

§ 1. In the meantime Herod's affairs in Jadea 
were in an ill state. He had left his brother Joseph 
with full power, but had charged him to make no 
attempts ugamst Antigonus till his return ; for that 
Macheras would not be such an assistant as he 
could depend on, as it appeared by what he had 
done aheady ; but as soon as Joseph heard that his 
brother was at a very great distance, he neglected 
the charge he had received, and inarched towards 
Jericho with five cohorts, which Macheras sent 
with him. Thiamovement was intended for seizing 
on the com, as it was now in the midst of summer ; 
but when his enemies attacked him in the moun- 
tains, and its places which were difficult to pass, he 
was both killed himself, as he was very bravely 
fighting in the battle, and the entire Roman cohorts 
were destroyed ; for these cohorts were new rafeed 
men, gathered out of Syria, and there was no mix- 
ture of those called veteran soldiers among them, 
who might have supported those that were unskil- 
ful in war. 

2. This victory was not sufficient for Antigonus ; 
but he proceeded to that degree of rage, as to treat 
the dead body of Joseph barbarously ; for wlien he 
had gotten possession of the bodies of those that 
were skin, he cut off his head, although his brotlier 
Pheroras would have given fifty Ulents as a price 
of redemption for it. And now the affairs of G&li- 
lee were put into such disorder after this victory of 
Antigonus, that those of Antigonus's partv brought 
the principal men that were on Herod's side to the 
lake, and there drowned them. There was a great 
change made also in Idumea, where Macheras was 
buildmg a wall about one of the fortresses, that was 
called Gittha. But Herod had not yet been in- 
formed of these things ; for aiter the taking of Sa- 
mosata, and when Antony had set Sosius over tfie 
affairs of Syria, and given him orders to assist 
Herod against Antigonus, he departed into Egypt 
But Sosius sent two legions before him into Judea, 
to assist Herod, and followed himself soon after 
with the rest of his army. 

8. Now when Herod was at Daphne, by Antioch, 
he had some dreams which clearly foreboded his 
brother's death ; and as he leaped out of his bed in 
a disturbed manner, there came messengers that 
acquainted him with that calamity. So when he 
had lamented this miafortune for a while, he put 
off the main part of his mourning, and made haste 
to march against his enemies ; and when he had 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CUAP. xvn. 



WARS OF THE JEWS. 



465 



performed a march that was above his Btrenjrth, 
and was gone as far as Libanua, he got eight hun- 
dred men of those that lived near to that mountain, 
as hia assistants, and joined with them one Roman 
legion, with which, before it was day, he made an 
irruption into Galilee, and met his enemies, and 
drove them back to the place which they had left. 
He also made an immediate and continued attack 
upon the fortress. Yet was he forced, by a most 
terrible storm, to pitch his camp in a neighbouring 
village before he could take it But when, afrer a 
few days' time the second legion, that came from 
Antony, joined tliemselves to him, the enemy were 
affrighted at his power, and left their fortifications 
in the night-time. 

4. After this he marched through Jericho, as 
making wliat haste he could to be avenged on his 
brother's murderers : where happened to him a 
providential sign, out of which when he had unex- 
pectedly ettcsped, he had the reputation of being 
very dear to God ; for that evening there feasted 
with him many of the principal men ; and after 
that feast was over, and all the guests were gone 
out, tlie house fell down immediately. And as he 
judged this to be a common signal of what dangers 
lie bhould midergo, and how lie should escape them 
in .the war that he was going about, lie in the 
morniog set forward with his army, when about six 
thousand of his enemies came running down from 
the mountains, and began to fight with those in his 
fore- front ; yet durst they not be so very bold as to 
engage the Romans hand to liand, but tlirew stones 
and darts at them at a distance, by which means 
they wounded a considerable number ; in which 
action Herod's own side was wounded with a 
darL 

5. Now as Antigonus had a mind to appear to 
exceed Herod not only in the courage, but in the 
Dimiber of his men, he sent Pappus, one of his 
companions, with an army againKt Samaria, whose 
fortune it was to oppose Macheras. But Herod 
overran the enemies' country, and demolished five 
little cities, and destroyed two thousand men that 
were iu tliem, and burned their houses, and then 
returned to his camp ; but his head- quarters wera 
at tlie village called Cana. 

6. Now a great multitude of Jews resorted to 
him every day, both out of Jericho and the other 
parte of the country. Some were moved so to do 
out of their hatred to Antigonus, and some out of 
regard to the glorious actions ilerod had done ; 
but oiliers wcra led on by an unreasonable desire 
of change ; so he fell upon them immediately. As 
for Pappus and his party, they wero not terrified 
either at their uumber or at their seal, but marched 
out with great alacrity to fight them ; and it came 
to a close fight. Now other parts of their army 
made resistauce for a while : but Herod, running 
the utmost hasard, out of tlie rage he was in at the 
murder of his brotlier, that he might be avenged 
on tliose that had been the autliors of it, soon beat 
those that opposed him ; and, after he had beaten 
them, he always turned his force against those that 
stood to it still, and pursued them all ; so that a 
great slaughter was made, while some were forced 
back into that village whence they came out ; he 
also pressed hard upon the hindermost, and slew a 
▼aat uumber of them ; he aUo fell into the vilisge 
with tlie enemy, where every house was filled witli 
armed men, and the upper rooms were crowded 
above with soldien* for tlieir defence ; and when he 
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had beaten those that were on the outside, he pulled 
the houses to pieces, and plucked out those that 
were within ; upon many he had the roofs shaken 
down, whereby they perished by heaps ; and as for 
those that fled out of the ruins, the soldiers received 
them with tlieir swords in their hands ; and the 
multitude of those slain and lying in heaps was so 
great, that the conquerors could not pass along tlie 
roads. Now the enemy could not bear this blow, 
so that when the multitude of them which was ga- 
thered together, saw tliat those in the village were 
slain, they dispersed themselves and fled away ; 
upon the confidence of which victory, Herod had 
marched immediately to Jerusalem, unless he had 
been hindered by the depth of winter's [coming 
oil]. This was tlie impediment that lay in the way 
of this his entire glorious progress, and was what 
hindered Antigonus from being now conquered, 
who was already disposed to forsake Uie city. 

7. Now when at the evening Herod had already 
dismissed his friends to refresh themselves after 
their fatigue, and when he was gone himself, while 
he was still hot in his armour, like a common sol- 
dier, to bathe himself, and had but one servant that 
attended him, and before he was gotten into the 
bath, one of die enemies met him in the face wiUi 
a sword in his hand, and then a second, and a third, 
and after that more of them ; these were men who 
had niu away out of the battle into the bath iu their 
armour, and tliey had lain tliere for some time in 
great terror, and in privacy ; and when they saw 
tlie king, they u-embled for fear, and ran by him in 
a fright, altliough he was naked, and endeavoured 
to get off into the public road. Now there was by 
cliance nobody else at hand that might seize upon 
thebO men ; aud for Herod, he was coutented to 
have come to no harm himself, so that they all got 
away in safety. 

8. But on the next day Herod had Pappus's 
head cut off, who was the general of Antigonus, 
and was slain iu the battle, and sent it to his bro- 
ther Pheroras, by way of punishment for tlieir 
slain brother ; for he was the man that slew Jo- 
seph. Now as winter was going off, Herod marched 
to Jerusalem, and brought his army to the wall of 
it ; this was the third year since he had been made 
king at Rome ; so he pitched his camp before the 
temple, for on that side it might be besieged ; and 
thei-e it was that Pompey took the city. So he 
parted the work among the army, and demolished 
the suburbs, and raised three banks, and gave or- 
dera to have towera built upon tliose banks, and 
left the most laborious of his acquaintance at tlie 
works. But he went himself to Samaria, to Uke 
the daughter of Alexander, the son of Aristobulixs, . 
to wife, who had been betrothed to him before, as 
we have alresdy said ; and thus he accomplished 
tills by tlie bye, during tlie siege of the city, for he 
had his enemies in great contempt already. 

9. When he had thus married Mariamne, he 
came back to Jerusalem with a greater army. 
SoHios also joined him with a large army, both of 
horsemen aud footmen, which he sent before him ' 
tlirough the midland parts, while he marched him- 1 
self along Phosiiicia ; aud when the whole army 
was gotten togetlier, which were eleven regiments 
of fo<*tmen, and six thousand horsemen, besides the 
Syrian auxiliaries, which were no small part of the 
army, they pitched their camp near tlie north wall. 
Herod's dependence was upon the deci'ee of the 
senate, by which he was made king ; and Soaius 
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relied upon Antony, who sent the army that was 
under him to Herod's assistance. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

HOW HEROD AMD 80STUS TOOK JERUSALEM BT FORCE ; 
AMD WHAT DEATH ANTIGONUS CAME TO. ALSO, 
CONCEONINQ CLEOPATEa's AVARICIOUS TEMPER. 



$ 1. Now the mnltitude of the Jews that were in 
the eity were divided into several factions, for the 
people that crowded about the temple, being the 
weaker part of them, ^ve it out that, as the times 
were, he was the happiest and most religious man 
who should die first But as to the more bold and 
hard^ men, they got together in bodies, and fell a 
zobbmg others after various manners, and these 
particularly plundered the places that were about 
the eity, and this because there was no food left 
either for the horses or the men ; yet some of the 
warlike men, who were used to fight regularly, 
were appointed to defend tlie city during the siege, 
and these drove those that raised the banks away 
irom the wall ; and these were iJways inventing 
one engine or another to be a hindranoe to the 
engines of the enemy ; nor had they so much sue- 
oess any way as in the mines under ground. 

2. Now, as for the robberies which were com- 
mitted, the king contrived that ambushes should 
be so laid, that thev might restrain their excur- 
sions ; and as for the want of provisions, he pro- 
vided that they should be brought to them from 
neat distancea. He was also too hard for the 
Jews, by the Romans' skill in the art of war : 
although they were bold to the utmost degree, now 
they durst not come to a plain battle with the Ro- 
mans, which was certain death ; but through their 
mines under ground they would appear in the midst 
of them on the sudden, and before they could bat- 
tor down one wall, they built them another in its 
Stead ; and to shm up all at once, they did not 
show any want of either painstaking or of oontri- 
Tances, as having resolved to hold out to the very 
last. Indeed, though they had so great an army 
lying round about them, they bore a siege of five 
months, till some of Herod's chosen men ventured 
to get upon the wall, and fell into the city, as did 
Sosius's centurions after them ; and now the first 
of all seized upon what was about the temple ; and 
upon the pourmg in of the army, there was slaugh- 
ter of vast multitudes everywhere, by reason of the 
rage the Romans were in at the length of the siege, 
and by reason that the Jews that were about Herod 
earnestly endeavoured that none of their adversa- 
ries might remain ; so they were cut to pieces by 
great multitudes, and as they were crowded toge- 
3ier in narrow streets, and in houses, or were run- 
ning away to the temple ; nor was there any mercy 
shown either to infants or to the aged, or to the 
' weaker sex ; insomuch, that although the king sent 
about and desired them to spare the people, nobody 
could be persuaded to withhold their right hand 
from sbraghter, but they slew people of all ages 
like madmen. Then it was that Antigonus, with- 
out any regard to his former or to his present for- 
tune, came down from the citadel and fell down at 
Sosius's feet, who, without pitying him at all, upon 
the change of his condition, laughed at him beyond 



measure, and called hun Anticona.* Yet did he 
not treat him like a woman, or let him go free, but 
put him into bonds, and kept him in custody. 

3. But Herod's concern at present, now he had 
gotten his enemies under his power, was to restrain 
the zeal of his foreign auxiliaries ; for the mnlti- 
tude of the strange people were veiy eager to see 
the temple, and what was sacred in tiie holy house 
itself ; but the king endeavoured to restram them, 
nartly by his exhortations, partly by his threaten- 
mgs, nay, partly by force, as thinking the vietoiy 
worse tnan a defeat to him, if any thing that ought 
not to be seen were seen by them. He also farbi&e, 
at the same time, the spoiling of the city, asking 
Sosius in the most earnest manner, whedier the 
Romans, by thus emptying the city of money and 
men, had a mind to leave him king of a desert, — 
and told him, that he judged the dominion of the 
habitable earth too small a compensation for the 
slaughter of so many citizens. And when Sosius 
said, that it was but just to allow the soldiers this 
plunder, as a reward for what they had suffered 
during the siege, Herod .made answer, that he 
would give every one of the soldiers a reward out 
of his own money. So he purchased the deliTer- 
anee of his country, and peiformed his promises to 
them, and made presents after a magnifioent man- 
ner to each soldier, and proportionably to their 
commanders, and with a most royal bounty to So- 
sius himself, whereby nobody went away but in a 
wealthy condition. Hereupon Sosius dedicated a 
crown of gold to God, and then went kway from 
Jerusalem, leading Antigonus away in bonds to 
Antony ; then did the axe bring him to his end,i* 
who still had a fond desire of Me, and some lirigid 
hopes of it to tbe last ; but by his oowardly b^a* 
viour well deserved to die by it 

4. Hereupon king Herod distinguished the mul- 
titude that was in the city ; and fw those that were 
of his side, he made them still more his finends by 
the honours he conferred on them ; but for those 
of Antigonus's party, he slew them : and aa hia 
money ran low, he turned all the ornaments he had 
into money, and sent it to AnUaj, and to those 
about him. Yet could he not hereby porohase aa 
exemption from all sufferings ; for Antony waa 
now bewitched by his love to Cleopat^^ and waa 
entirely conquered by her diarms. Now Cleopatra 
had put to death all her kindred, till no one near 
her in blood remained alive, and after that she fril 
a slaying those no way related to her.- So she ca- 
lumniated the principal men among the Syrians to 
Antony, and persuaded him to have them slain, 
that so she might easily gain to be nustress of what 
they had ; n^, she extended her avarinous hu- 
mour to Uie Jews and Arabians, and secretly la- 
boured to have Herod and Malichus^ the kings of 
both those nations, slain by his order. 

6. Now as to these her injunetions to Antony, 
he complied in part ; for though he esteemed it toe 
abominable a thing to kill such good and f reat 
kings, yet waa he tlwreby aUenated from the friend- 
ship he had for them. He also took auray a great 
deal of their country ; nay even the plaatatioD el 
palm-trees at Jericho, where also grows the bal- 
sam-tree, and bestowed them upon Sbk ; as also all 
the cities on this side the river JEaentherus, Tyre and 
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SidoQ* excepted. And when ahe was become mis- 
tress of theee, and had ooDdnctod Antony in his 
expedition against the Parthians, as far as Eu- 

Shntesy she came by Apamia and Damascus into 
odea ; and there did Herod pacify her indina- 
tion at him by huge presents. He also hired of 
her those pUMM which had been torn away from 
his kingdom^ ftt the yearly rent of two hundred 
talents. He oondueted her also as far as Pelu- 
sinm» and paid her all the respects possible. Now 
it was not long after this that Antony was oome 
baek from Parthia, and led with him Artabaaes, 
Tigrane's iob> captiTo, as a present to Cleopatra ; 
for this Parthian was presently gi^n her, with his 
money, and all the prey that was taken with hnn. 



CHAPTER XIX. 
now kwtovr, at thx ^ebsuabion op cisopAt&A, 

SENT HE&OD TO FtOHT AOaINST THE ARABIANS; 
AKD HOW, APTEft SEVERAL BATTLES, HE AT 
LENOTft GOT THE VICTORT. AS ALSO COxVCERNING 
A GREAT EA&TRqUAKE. 

$ 1. Now when the war about Actium was begun, 
Herod prepared to come to the assistance of An- 
tony, as being already freed from his troubles in 
Jndea, and having gained Hyrcania, which was a 
pbuie that was heM by Antigonus's sister. How- 
ever, he was cunningly hindered from parteking of 
the hazards that Antony went through by Cleopa- 
tra ; for since, as we have already noted, she hod 
hdd a plot against the kings [of Jndea and Arabia], 
she prevuled with Antony to commit the war 
Against the Arabians to Herod ; that so, if he got 
the better, she might become mistress of Arabia, 
or, if he Were worsted, of Judea ; and that she 
might destroy one of those kings by the other. 

2. However, this contrivance tended to the ad- 
vantage of Herod ; for at the very first he took 
hostages frrom the enemy, and got together a great 
body of horse, and ordcved them to march against 
tiiem about Dioepolis ; and he oonquered that army, 
although it foueht resolutely agamst him. After 
which defeat, the Arabians were in great motion, 
and assembled themselves together at Kanatha, a 
city of Celesyria, in a vast multitude, and waited for 
the Jews. And when Herod was come thither, he 
tried to matiage this war with particular prudence, 
and gave orders that they should build a wall 
about their camp ; yet did not the multitude com- 
ply wHh those orden, but were so emboldened by 
their foregoing vietorf, that they presently attacked 
the Aiabians, and beat them at the first onset, and 
tiien porsoed them ; yet were there snares hud for 
Herod in that pursuit ; while Athenio, who was one 
of Cleopatra'^ generals, and always an antagonist to 
Herod, sent out of Kanatha the men of that country 
against him ; for upon this fresh onset, the Arabians 
took courage, and returned back, and both joined 
their numerous forces about stony places, that were 
hafd to be gone over, and there put Herod's men to 
tiie tout, and made a great slaughter of them ; but 
those that escaped oat of the battle fled to Ormiza, 
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where the Arabians sarrounded their camp and took 
it, with all the men in it 

3. In a little time after this calamity, Herod came 
to bring them snccours ; but he came too late. Now 
the occasion of that blow was this, that the officer^ 
would not obey his orders ; fbr had not the fight 
begun so suddenly, Athenio had not found a proper 
season for the snares he laid for Herod ; howeveri 
he was even with the Arabians afterward, and over- 
ran their country, and did thera more harm than 
their single victory could oompensatOk Bat as he 
was avenging himself on his enemies there fell upon 
him another providential caUmity ; for in the 
seventh f year of his reign, when the war about 
Acttom was at the height, at the beginning of the 
spring, the earth was Miakeo, and destroyed an im- 
mense nnmber of cattle, and thnty thousand men ; 
but the army received no harm, because it hty in 
the open air. In the mean time, the flune of thiA 
earthquake elevated the Arabians togreaterconrage, 
and this by sogmenting it to a fitbulous height, as 
is constantly the case in melancholy accidents, and/ 
pretending that all Judea was overthrown. Upon 
this suppMSl, therefore, that they could easily get 
a land that was destitute of inhabitante faito their 
power, they first saerfficed those ambassadors wh<» 
were come to them from the Jews, and then marched 
mto Judea immediately. Now the Jewish nation 
were affrighted at this invasion, and quite dispurited 
at the greatness of their caUmities one after ano* 
ther ; whom yet Herod got together, and endea- 
voured to encourage to defend themselves by the 
following speech which he made to them t-^ 

4. ** The present dread you are under, seems to 
me to have seised upon von very nnseasonably. 
It is true, von might be justly dismayed at the 
providential chastisement which hath befallen yon ; 
buttosoflRw yourselves to be equally terrified at 
the invasion of men, is unmanly. As for myself, 
I am so fitf fi^om being affrighted at our enemies 
after this earthquake, that I imagine that God hath 
thereby laid a bait for the Arabians, that we may 
be avenged on them ) for their present invasion 
proceeds more from our accidental misfortunesi 
than that thev have any great dependence on their 
weapons, or tneur own fitness for actfon. Now that 
hope which depends not on men's own power, but 
on other's ill success, is a very ticklish tiling ; 
for there is no certainty among men, either in thew 
bad or good fortunes ; but we may easily observe, 
that fortune is mnteble, and goes from one side to 
another ; and this you may readily learn from ex- 
amples among yourselves ; for when yon were once 
victors in the former figh^ your enemies overeame 
y<n at hut ; and very likely it will now happen so^ 
that these who think themselves sure of beating you, 
will themselves be beaten ; for when men are very 
confident, they are not upon tiieir tfuard, while fear 
teaches men to act with caution ; usomuch, that I 
venture to prove from your very tfanorousnesS| 
that you ougbt to. take courage ; for when you were 
more bold than vou ought to have been, and than 

I would have had you^ and marched on, Athenio's ^ 
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treachery took ^lace ; but your present Blowneas 
and Beeraing dejection of mind, is to me a pledge 
and assurance of victory ; and indeed it is proper 
beforehand to be tlius provident : but when we come 
to action, we ought to erect our minds, and to make 
our enemies, be they ever so wicked, believe, that 
neither any human, no, nor any providential misfor- 
tune can ever deprers the courage of the Jews while 
tliey are alive ; nor will any of tliem ever overlook 
an ArHbiau, or suffer such a one to become lord 
•f his good things, whom he has in a manner taken 
captive, and that many times also : — and do not 
disturb yourselves at the quaking of inanimate 
creatures, nor do not imagine tliat this earthquake 
is a sign of another calamity ; for such affections 
of the elements are accoi*ding to the ctmrse of na- 
ture ; nor does it import any thing fartlier to men, 
tlian what mischief it does immediately of itself. 
Perhaps, ihere may come some short sign before- 
hand in the case of pestilences, and famines, and 
earthquakes ; hut these calamities themselves have 
their force limited by thembelves, [witliout fore- 
boding any other calamity] ; and indeed what 
greater mischief can the war, though it should be 
a violent one, do to us, than the earthquake hath 
done t Nay, there is a signal of your enemies de- 
Btruction visible, and that a very great one alec ; 
and this is not a natural one, nor derived from the 
hands of foreigners neither, but it is this, tliat they 
have barbarou^ly murdered our ambassadors, con- 
trary to the oommou law of mankind ; and they 
have destntyed so many, as if they esteemed theui 
■acrifices for God, in i-elation to this war ; but tliey 
will not avoid his gi-eat eye, nor hia invincible right 
hand ; and we shall be revenged on them presently 
in case we still retain any of the couiage of our 
forefathers, and rise up boldly to punish these 
covenant- breakers. Let every one therefore go on 
and fight, not so much for his wife or his children, 
or for tlie danger his country is in, as for these 
ambassadors of ours ; those dead ambassadors will 
conduct tliis war of ours better than we ourselves 
who are alive ; and if you will be ruled by me, I 
will myself go before you into danger ; for you 
know this well enough, that your courage is irre- 
sisiible, uidesa you hurt youi-selves by acting 
rashly."* 

6. When Uerod had encouraged them by this 
speech, and he saw wiili what alacrity they went, 
he ofilered sacrifice to God ; and after that sacrifice, 
he passed over the river Jordan wiili his anny, and 
pitched his camp about Philadelphia, near the ene- 
my, and about a fortification that lay between them. 
Ue then sliot at tliem at a distance, and was desir- 
ous to oome to an engagement presently ; for some 
of tliem had been sent beforehand to seize upon 
that fortification : but the king sent some who im- 
mediately beat them out of the fortification, while 
he himself went in tlie fore-front of the army, w hich 
he put in battle- army every day, and invited the 
Arabians to fight ; but as none of tliem came out 
of their camp, for they wera in a terrible fright, 
and theif geneinl, Elthemus, was not able to say a 
word for fear, — so Herod came upon ihem, and 
pulled their fortification to pieces, by which means 
tiiey were compelled to come out to fight, which 
tliey did hi diuoider, and so tliat the hoi-bonien aiiid 
footmen were mixed together. They were indeed 

« Thb ipMeh «r tltroA h Mt down tmtm hg JoMpbva, b«ra and AnUq . 
k. s*. eh. «. MOt. a, iw Um vary mm* fMirpow, bui by no oimuis la th* 
tuin* «ard4 1 whKuea It «»wn that tiM wnw wm Uend'., but the 



superior to the Jews hi number, but inferior in their 
alacrity, although they were obliged to* expose 
themselves to danger by their very despair of 
victory. 

6. Now while they made opposition, they had not 
a great number slain ; but as soon as tliey turned 
their backs, a great many were trodden to pieces 
by the Jews, and a great many by themselves, and 
so perihlied, till five Uiousand were fallen down dead 
in tlieir flight, while the rest of tlie multitude pre- 
vented their immediate death by crowding into the 
fortification. Herod encompassed tliese around, 
and besieged them ; and while tliey were ready to 
be taken by their enemies in arms, they bad ano- 
ther additional distress upon tliem, which was thirst 
and want of water ; for the king was above hearken- 
ing to their ambassadors ; and when they offered 
five huiidrad talents, as tlie price of their redem{^ 
tion, he pressed still harder upon them ; and as they 
were burnt up by their thirst, they came out and 
voluntarily delivered tliemselves up by multitudes 
to the Jews, till in five days' time four thousand of 
them were put into bonds ; and on the sixth day 
the multitude that were left despaired of saving 
tliembelves, and came out to fight : with these 
Herod fought, and slew again about seven Uiousand, 
insomuch that he punibhed Arabia ao severely, and 
so far extinguished tlie spirits of tlie men, that he 
was chosen by the nation for their ruler. 



CHAPTER XX. 

HEROD IS CONFIRMED IN HIS KINGDOM BT CJBAB, 
AND CULTIVATES A FRIENDSHIP WITH THE EM- 
PEROR BY MAGNIPICBNT PRESENTS ; WHILE CiESAjt 
RETURNS HIS KINDNESS BY BK8T0WINO ON HIM 
THAT PART OF HIS KINGDOM WHICH HAD BEEN 
TAKEN AWAY FROM IT BY CLEOPATRA, WITH THIS 
ADDITION OP ZENODORUS'S COUNTRY ALSO. 

§ 1. But now Herod was under immediate concern 
about a most important affair, on account of his 
frieudbhip witli Antony, who was already overcome 
at Actium by Cnssar, yet he was more afraid than 
hurt ; for Cie>ar did not tliiuk he had quite undone 
Antony, while . Herod continued his assistance to 
him. However, the king retolved to expose himself 
to dangers ; accordingly he sailed to liliudes, where 
Caisar then abode, and came to him without his 
diudem, and in the habit and appearance of a pri- 
vate person, but in his behaviour as a king. So he 
concealed nothing of the truth, but spake thus before 
his face : — "* O Cawar, as 1 was made king of the 
Jews by Antony, so do 1 profess 1 have utted my 
royal authority in the best manner, aud enurely fur 
his advantage ; nor will 1 conceal tliis farther, tliat 
thou liud^it certainly found me in arms, aud an in- 
separable companion of his, had not the Arabians 
hindered me. However, 1 sent him as many auxi- 
liaries as 1 was able, and many ten thousand [corij 
of corn. Nay, indec-d, 1 did not desert my bene- 
factor after the blow that was given him at Ac- 
tium ; but I gave hiiu the best advice 1 was able, 
when 1 was no longer able to assist him in the war | 
and 1 told him thei*e was but one way of recovering 
his affairs, and that was to kill Cleo(»atra ; and I 
promised him, that if she were once dead, I would 
afford him money and walls for his security, wicll 
an army aud myself to assist him in his war against 
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tliee : but bis affections for Geopatra stopped bis 
ean, aa did God bimseif also, wlio bath bestowed 
tlie government on thee. I own myself also to be 
overcame to|;etber with bim ; and with bis last 
fortune I have laid aside my diadem, and am come 
hiiber to thee, having my hopes of safety in lliy 
Yirtue ; and I desire that tboa wilt first Cf*nsider 
how faithful a friend, and not whose friend, I have 
been." 

2. C«s«ar replied to bim thus :-— **Nay, thou sbalt 
Dot only be in safety, but nliait be a king, and tliat 
more firmly than thou waat b< fore ; for thou art 
worthy to reign over a great many subjects, by 
reason of the faatneas of thy friendship ; and do 
thou endeavour to be equally constant in thy friend- 
aliip to me upon my good success, which is what I 
depend upon from the generosity of thy disposition. 
However, Antony hath done well in preferring Cle- 
opatra to th»*e ; for by this means we have gained 
thee by her madness, and thus thou hast begun to 
be my friend before I began to be thine ; on which 
account Quintus Didiua hath viritten to me that 
tliou aentest him assistance against the gladiators. 
I do therefore assure thee that I will confirm the 
kingdom to thee by a decree ; 1 shall also endeavour 
to do Uiee some farther kindness hereafter, tliat 
thou raayest find no lo-8 in the want of Antony. " 

3. When Cieaar had spoken such obliging things 
to the king, and had put the diadem again about 
his head, he proclaimed what be had bestowed on 
him by a decree, iu which he enlar;;ed in the eom- 
niendation of the man after a magnificent manner. 
Whereupon Herod obliged him to be kind to bim 
by tlie presents he gave him, and be desired him 
to forgive Alexander, one of Antony's friends, who 
was become a supplicant to him . But Caesar's anger 
against bim prevailed, and he complained of the 
many and very great ofiences tlie man whom he 
petitioned for had been guilty of ; and by that 
means he rejected his petition. After this, Caesar 
went for Egypt throagh Syria, wlien Herod receiv- 
ed him with royal and rich entertainments ; and 
tlien did be first of all ride along with Cessar, as he 
was reviewing his army about Ptoleuiais, and 
feasted him with all bis friends, and then distri- 
buted among the rest of tlie army what was neces- 
sary to feast them witlial. He also made a plenti- 
ful provision of water for tliem. when they were to 
inarch as far as Pelusium, through a dry country, 
^hich he did also in like manner on their return 
thence ; nor were there any necessaries wanting to 
that army. It was therefore the opinion, both of 
Cassar and of his soldiers, that Herod's kingdom 
Was too small for tliose generous presents he made 
them ; for which reason, when Ciesar was oome 
into Egypt, and Cleopatra and Antony were dead, 
he did not only bestow other marks of honour upon 
liim, but made an addition to his kingdom, by giv- 
ing him not only the country which had been taken 
from him by Cleopatra, but, besides ihat, Gadara, 
and Hippos, and Samaria ; and moreover, of the 
maritime cities, Gaza,* and Antltedon, and Joppa, 
and Strato*s Tower. He also made a present of 
four hundred Galls [GaUtiaus] as a gtiaid for his 
body, which they bad been to Cleopatra before. 



• SioOT JoMplitM, both b«r« and In hit Antiq. b. st. A. tII. Mct, S, 
l«choi>«OHj», which hud Imea a tr-e e tjr, •muntf ihacitii^ put** Uerud 
>y Augu^'ite, ami jrwt tmpli«» th«( Herod hud maii* CMtoLuiM 



vanxtr oTit Lafore. Antiq. b. x«. ch. vn. wet. 0, ll«rduln bM aunit- pie- 
trtiOT Sir •ajring thai J«wpbiu har« eonlmdict- himMlf. But prrhap* 
U«rod ihvught ht hiMi auMetrnt nuih- riljr to put a fotcrnor into Gsia, 
•fl«r ha was iiuMla tutmrvh or king, in tiuw* of war, biOun Um ettj wi^ 



Nor did any thing so strongly induce C»sar to 
make tbef>e presents as tlie generosity of him that 
received them. 

4. Moreover, after the first games at Actium, be 
added to bis kingdom both the region called Tra- 
choiiitis, and what lay in its neigh bourliood, Ba- 
tanea, and the country of Auranitis. ; and that on 
the following occasion : — Zenodorus, who had Irred 
the h(»use of Lysanias, had all along sent robbers 
out of Tracboiiitis among the Damascens ; who 
thereupon had recourse to Varro, the president of 
Syria, and desired of him that he would represent 
the calamity they were in to Cnsar. When CiBsar 
was acquainted with it, be sent back orders that 
this nest of robbers should be destroyed. Vant) 
therefore made an expedition against them, and 
cleared tlie land of those men, and took it away 
from Zenodorus. Csssar did also afterward bestow 
it on Herod, that it might not again become a re- 
ceptacle for those robbers that had oome against 
Damascus. He also made him a procurator of all 
Syria, and this on the tenth year afterward, when 
he came again into that province ; and this was so 
established, that the other procurators could not do 
any thing in the adminihtraiion without his advice t 
but when Zenodorus was dead, Caesar bestowed on 
him all that bind which lay between Trachonitis 
and Galilee. Yet, what was still of more conse- 
quence to Herod, he was beloved by Caesar next 
after Agrippa, and by Agrippa next after Ciesar ; 
whence he arrived at a very great degree of feli- 
city ; yet did the greatness of his soul exceed it ; 
and tlie main part of his magnanimity was extended 
to the promotion of piety. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

OF THB [TEUFLB ARD] CITIES THAT WERE BVILT 
BY HEROD, AND ERECTED FROM THB VERT FOUN- 
DATIONS ; AS ALSO OP THOSB OIHXR BDIFICBS 
THAT WEBB ERECTED BY HIM I AND WHAT MAO- 
NIFICENCB HE SHOWED TO PORBIONXrS ; AND 
HOW FORTUNB WAS IN ALL THINGS FAVOURABLB 
TO HIU. 

§ 1. AccoRDiNGLT, in the fifteenth year of his 
reign, Herod rebuilt the temple, and encompassed 
a piece of land about it with a wall ; which land 
was twice as large as that before encloaed. The 
expenses he laid out upon it were vastly large also, 
and the riches about it were unspeakable. A sign 
of which you have in the great cloisters that were 
erected about the temple and the citadelf which 
were on its north side. The cloisters he built from 
the foundation, but tlie citadel he repaired at a 
vast expense ; nor was it other tlian a royal palace^ 
•which be called Antonia, in honour of Antony. 
He also built himself a palace in the upper city, 
containing two very large and most beautiful apart- 
menu ; to which the holy house itself coi\ld not be 
compared [in largeness]. The one apartment he 
named Oetiareuni, and the other Agrippitun, from 
his [two great} friends. 

{ ThU brt waa ballt, as ia mippowd, by John Hmanw. Saa P^td. 
at Uw }«>r 107, and called '* Bnria,' ih« Tuw«r nr Cliad- U U wa« aAafw 
waids rebuilt, with gnat improveOMiita, hj H«rud, andar thafnvtm. 
nieut of Antanlu , and wai itainad rrum bim " Um Tomct af Auioola ;" 
antt about th« tima whan Uarod rabuili tha tanplc, ha >aanw to hava 

rt hit last hand to It. Sat Autlq. b. xvUl. eh. v. »aet. 4. Of tha War. 
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2. Yet did he not preserre their memory by 
particaUtr baUdioga only, with their names given 
them, but his generosity went as far as entire cities ; 
tor when he had built a most beautiful wall round 
a country in Samaria, twenty furlongs long, and had 
brought six thoosand inhabitants into it, and had 
allotted it a moat fruitful piece of land, and in the 
midst of this city, thus built, had erected a vei^ 
large temple to Cnsar, and had laid round about it 
a portion of sacred Umd of three furlongs and a 
half, he called the city Sebaste, from SeWtus, or 
Augustus, and settled the affairs of the city after a 
most regular manner. 

3. And when Cnsar had farther bestowed npon 
him another additional country, he built there also 
a temple of white marble, hard by the fountains of 
Jordan 2 the place is called Panium, where is a top 
of a mountain that is raised to an immense height, 
and at its side, beneath, or at its bottom, a dark 
cave opens itself ; wiUiin which there is a horrible 
precipiM, that descends abruptly to a vast depth : 
It oontaina a mighty quantity of water, which is 
immoveable ; and when any body lets down anv 
thing to measure the depth of the earth beneath 
the water, no length of cord is sufficient to reach 
it Now the fountains of Jordan rise at the roots 
ef this cavity outwardly ; and, as some think, this 
is the utmost origin of Jordan : but we shall speak 
of that matter more accurately in our following 
history. 

4. But the king erected other places at Jericho 
also, between the citadel Cypres and the former 
palaoe, such as were better and more useful than 
the former for travellers, and named them from the 
same friends of his. To say all at once, there was 
not any place of his kingdom fit for the purpose, 
that was permitted to Iw without somewhat that 
was for CfBsar's honour ; and when he had filled 
his own country with temples, he poured out the 
like plentiful marks of his esteem into his province, 
and built many cities which he called Cesareas. 

5. And when he observed that there was a city 
by the sea-side that was much decayed (its name 
was Strato's Tower) but that the pfatoe, by the hap* 
piness of its situation, was capable of great improve- 
ments from his liberality, he rebuilt it all with white 
stone, and adorned it with several most splendid 
pabtees, wherein he especially demonstrated his 
magnanimity ; for. the case was this, that all the 
sea-shore between Dora and Joppa, in the middle, 
between which this city is situated, had no good 
haven, insomuch that everjr one that sailed from 
Phosnicia for Egypt was obliged to lie in the stormy 
sea, by reason of the sooth wmds that threatened 
them ; which wind, if it blew but a little fresh, such 
vast waves are raised, and dash upon the rocks, 
that upon their retreat^ the sea is in a great ferment 
for a long way. But the king, bv the expenses he 
was at, and the liberal disposal of them, overcame^ 
nature, and bnih a haven larger than was the Py- 
reoum * [at Athens] ; and in the inner retirements 
of the wafer he built another deep station [for the 
ships also]. 

6. Now, altbongh the place where he built was 
greatly opposite to his purposes, yet did he so fully 
struggle with that difficulty, that the firmness of his 

• That /owphu ipcaks truth. wfa«n ht aarana vi that tba hawti of 
thli Cnana wmt made bj Harod not I«m, naj rath«r larsw, than that 
ftiinoas hav«a at Athana oallad the Pyncnm. will appear, my Doui 
▲Idrkh. to htm who oompam th* dmerfptlon of that at Atlwiu In 
Thucy«l((lra and Paoiaotaa, with thli oTOesnR-a in Jowphua hcia. and 
In t> • AnU<|. Ii. XT. eb. Uc. Mot. 6, and b. avU. ch. is. mcu L 



building could not easily be conquered by the sea ; 
and the beauty and the ornament of the works were 
such, as though he had not had any difficult in the 
operation ; for when he had measured out as large 
a space as we have before mentioned, he let down 
stones into twenty-fathom water, the greatest part 
of which were fifty feet in length, and nine in 
depth, and ten in breadth, and some still larger* 
But* when the haven was filled up to that depth, he 
enlarged that wall which was thus already extant 
above the sea, till it was two hundred feet wide ; 
one hundred of which had buildings before it, ui 
order to break the force of the waves, whenee ife 
was called Procumatia, or the first breaker of the 
waves ; but the rest of the space was under a stone 
wall that ran round it. On this wall were huge 
towers, the principal and most beautifiil of which 
was called Drusium, from Drusns, who was aoD-inr 
hiw to Cnsar. 

7. There were also a great number of ardies, 
where the mariners dwelt ; and all the plaoea befrae 
them round about was a large valley, or walk, for a 

a nay [or landing-pUce] to ihose that came on ' 
tiore ; but the entrance was on the north, '*f>fa nHfi' 
the north wind was the most gentle of all the winds. 
At the mouth of the haven were on each side three 
great Colossi, supported by piUars, where thooe 
Colos^ that are on your left hand as yoo sail into 
the port, are supported by a solid tower ; bat thoee 
on the right hand are supported by two upright 
stones joined together, which stones were larger 
than that tower which was on the other side of the 
entrance. Now there were continual edifioes joined 
to the haven, which were ako themselvea of white 
stone ; and to this haven did the narrow atieeti of 
the city lead, and were built at equal 4»«^"ffi»T one 
from another. And over-agaiwt the month of the 
haven, upon an elevation, there was a temple for 
Csesar, which was excellent both for beauty and 
hirgeness ; and therein was a CoIobbus of Ceeear, 
not less than that of Jupiter Olympius, whi^ it wm 
made to resemble. The other Coloesus of Rome 
was equal to that of Juno at Argos. So he dedi- 
cated the city to the province, and the haven to the 
sailors there ; but the honour of the building be 
ascribed to Casar,t and named it Cesarea accord* 
ingly. 

8. Qe also built the other edifioes, the amphi* 
theatre, and theatre, and market-place, in a manner 
agreeable to that denomination ; and appointed* 
games every fifth year, and called them in like 
manner, C»sar*s Games ; and he first himself pre- 
poeed the Urgest prises upon the hundred and ninety- 
second Olympiad ; in which not only the victors 
themselves, but these that came next to them, and 
even those that came in the third pU^e, were par- 
takers of his royal bounty. He also rebuilt Anthe- 
don, a city that hty on the coast, and liad been de- 
molished in the wars, and named it Agrippeuro. 
Moreover, he had so very great a kindness for his 
friend Agrippa, that he had his name engraved 
upon that gate which he had bunself erected in the 
temple. 

9. Herod was also a lover of his father, if any 
other person ever was so ; for he made a monnment 
for his father, even that city which he built in the 
finest plain that was in his kingdom, and whioli had 



1Th«MbdOdlDnoroitla«hrtiiaiiaiiMorGMar, and laatftvUoDof 
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riven and trees in abundance, and named it Anti- 

Eitris. He also built a wall about a citadel that 
y above Jericho, and was a very strong and very 
fine building, and dedicated it to his mother, and 
called it Cypres. Moreover, he dedicated a tower 
tliat was at Jerusalem, and called it by the name of 
iiis. brother Phasaelns, whose structure, largeness, 
knd fnlignificence, we shall describe hereafter. He 
also'^Ult another city in the valley that leads 
northlmEtt from Jericho, and named it Phasaelns. 

10. 'Xnd as he transmitted to eternity his family 
and friends, so did he not neglect a memorial for 
himself, but built a fortress upon a mountain towards 
Arabia, and named it from himself Herodium ;* 
and be called that hiU that was of the shape of a 
woman's breast, and was sixty furlongs distant from 
Jerusalem, by the same name. He also bestowed 
much curious art upon it with great ambition, and 
built round towers all about the top of it, and filled 
up the remaining space with the most costly palaces 
xound about, insomuch that not only the sight of 
the inner apartments was splendid, but great wealth 
was Uiid out on the outward walls, and partitions, 
and roofs also. Besides this, he brought a mighty 
quantity of water from a great distance, and at vast 
charges, and raised an ascent to it of two hundred 
steps of tl^e whitest marble, for the hill was itself 
mcnlerately high, and entirely factitious. He also 
built other palaces about the roots of the hill, suffi- 
cient to receive the furniture that was put into 
them, with his friends also, insomuch that on ao< 
count of its containing all necessaries, the fortress 
mi^ht seem to be a city, but, by the bounds it had, 
a palace only. 

11.. And when he had built so much, he showed 
the greatness of his soul to no small number of 
foreign cities. He built palaces for exercise at 
Tripoli, and Damascus, and Ptolemais ; he built a 
wall about Byblus, as also large rooms, and clois- 
ters, and temples, and market-places at Berytus 
and Tyre, with theatres at Sidon and Damascus. 
He also built aqueducts for those Laodiceans who 
lived by the sea-side ; and for those of Ascalon he 
built baths and costly fountains, as also cloisters 
round a oourt^ that were admirable both for their 
workmanship and largeness. Moreover, he dedicat- 
ed groves and meadows to some people : nay, not a 
Hbw cities there were who had Unds of his donation, 
•8 if they were parts of his own kingdom, lie also 
bestowed annual revenues, and those for ever also, 
on the settlements for exercises, and appointed for 
them, as well as for the people of Cos, that such 
rewards sliould never be wanting. He also gave 
corn to all saoh as wanted it, and conferred upon 
Rhodes large sums of money for building ships ; 
and this he did in many places, and frequently also. 
And when Apollo's temple had been burnt down, 
he reboUt it at his own charges, after a better man- 
ner than it was before. What need I speak of the 
paesents he made to the Lyeians and Samnians ! or 
of his great liberality through* all Ionia I and that 
•eoorduig to every body's wants of them. And are 
not the Athenians, and Lacedemonians, and Nico- 
poUtansy and that Pergamus which is in Mysia, full 
of donations that Herod presented them withal 1 
And as for that Urge open place belonging to An- 

« ThOT* wtn tw* eHtoL or clftwlate, mOtd H«rodt«D, In Judm, mad 
hoA rnvBtiooad by iotrnphtiM, net only hen. bat Antlq. b. xl^. eb. sill. 
meu »i b. ST. eh. Is. Mot.C Of Um War, b. 1. chi^ sill. Met. 8; b. 
M. dk 111. wee A. One of thmm wm 9d6, and the other eo Avionn 
41etut fhxn ienualem. One of them b moottooed b^ PUnj, Hist 
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tioch in Syria, did not he pave it with polished 
marble, though it were twenty furlongs long 1 and 
this when it was shunned by all men before, because 
it was full of dirt and filthiness ; when he besides 
adorned the same place with a cloister of the same 
length. 

12. It is true a man may say, these were fiivours 
peculiar to those particular pUces on which he 
bestowed his benefits ; but then what favours he 
bestowed on the Eleans, was a donation not only in 
common to all Greece, but to all the habitable eajrth, 
as far as the glory of the Olympic games reached ; 
for when he perceived that they were come to no- 
thing, for want of money, and that the only remains 
of ancient Greece were in a manner gone, he not 
only became one of the combatants in that return 
of the fifth year games, which in his sailing to 
Rome he happened to be present at, but he settled 
upon them revenues of money for perpetuity, inso- 
much that his memorial as a combatant there can 
never fail. It would be an infinite task if I should 
go over his payments of people's debts, or tributes, 
for them, as he eased the people of Phasaelus, of 
Batanea, and of the small cities about Cillcia, of 
thoseannualpensions they before paid. However, 
the fear he was in much disturbed the greatness of 
his soul, lest he should be exposed to envy, or seem 
to hunt after greater things than he ought, while 
he bestowed more liberal gifts upon these cities than 
did their owners themselves. 

13. Now Herod had a body suited to bis soul, 
and was ever a most excellent hunter, where he 
generally had good success, by means of his great 
skill in riding horses ; for in one day he caught forty 
wild beasts :t that country breeds also hem ; and 
the greatest part of it is replenished with stags and 
wild asses. He was also such a warrior as could 
not be withstood : many men therefore there are 
who have stood amazed at his readiness in his 
exercises, when they saw him throw the javelin 
directly forward, and shoot the arrow upon ^e 
mark ; and then, besides those performances of his 
depending on his own strength of mind and body, 
fortune was also veiy favourable to him, for he 
seldom failed of success in his wars ; and when he 
failed, he was not himself the occasion of such 
failings, but he either was betrayed by some, or the 
rashness of his own soldiers procured his defeat 



CHAPTER XXII. 

THB MURDBR OP ARISTOBULUB AITD HTRCAinTS, THB 
HIOH-PBlBSrS; AS ALSO OF MABIAMNB THB qUBXN. 

§ 1. HowBVBB, fortune was avenged on Herod in 
bis external great successes, by raising him up do- 
mestic troubles ; and he began to have wild disor- 
ders in his familv, on account of his wife, of whom 
he was so very fond ; for when he came to the go- 
venunent, he sent away her whom he had before 
married when he was a private person, and who 
was bom at Jerusalem, whose name was Doris, and 
married Mariamne, the daughter of Alexander, the 
son of Aristobulos ; on whose account disturbances 
arose in his family, and that in part very soon, but 
chiefly after his return from Rome ; for, first <i all, 
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he expelled Antipater the son of Doris, for the sake 
of his sons by Mariamne, out of the cjty, and per- 
mitted htm to come thither at no other times than 
at the festivals. After this he slew hi3 wife's 
grandfather, Hyrcanus, when he was returned out 
of Parthia to him, under this pretence, that he sus- 
pected him of plotting against him. Now this Hyr- 
cunus had been carried captive to Bai-zapharnes, 
when he overran Svria ; but those of his own 
country beyond Euphrates were desirous lie would 
stay with them, and this out of the commiKeration 
tliey had for his condition ; and had he complied 
witli their desires, when tliey exhorted him not to 
go over the river to Herod, he had not perished : 
but the man-iageof his grand daughter [to Herod] 
was bis temptation ; for as he relied upon him, and 
was over fund of his own country, he came back to 
it. Herod's provocation was this : — not that Hyr- 
cauus made an attempt to gain the kingdom, but 
that it was filter for him to be their king than for 
Herod. 

2. Now of the five children which Herod liad 
by Mariamne, two of them were daughters, and 
three were sons ; and the youngest of these sons 
was educated at Rome, and there died ; but tlie 
two eldest lie treated aa those of royal blood, on 
account of the nobility of their moilier, and because 
they were not born till he was king ; but tlien what 
was stronger than all this, was tlie love tliat he 
bare to Mariamne,' an^Vhich inflamed him every 
day to a great degree, and so far conspured with 
the other motives, that he felt no other troubles, 
on account of her he loved so entirely ; but Mari- 
amne's hatred to him waa not inferior to his love 
to her. She had indeed but too just a cause of 
indignation, from what he had done, while her 
boldness proceeded from his affection to her ; so 
•he openly reproached him with what he had done 
to her grandlather Hyrcauus, aiid to her brother 
ArifttobuluB, for he had not spared this Aristobulus, 
though he were but a child; for when he had 
given him the high-priesthood at the age of seven- 
teen, he slew him quickly after he had conferred 
that dignity upon hun : but when Aristobulus had 
put on the bol^ veatments, and had approached to 
the altar at a festival, the multitude, in great 
crowds, fell into tears ; whereupon the child was 
sent by night to Jericho, and was there dipped by 
the Galls, at Herod's command, in a pool till he 
was drowned. 

3. For tliese reasons Mariamne reproached He- 
rod, and his sister and mother, after a most con- 
tumelious manner, while he waa dumb on account 
of his affection for her ; yet had the women great 
uidignation at her, and raised a calumny against 
her, that slie was false to his bed : which tiling 
they Uiought most likely to move Herod to anger. 
They also contrived to iiave many other circum- 
stances believed, in order to make tlie thing more 
credible, and accused her of liaving sent her picture 
into Egypt to Antony, and that her lust was so ex- 
travagant, as to have thus shown herself, tliough 
she was absent to a man that ran mad after women, 
and to a man that had it in his power to use vio- 
lence to her. Tlib charge fell like a tliunderbolt 
upon Herod, and put liiin into disorder ; and Uiat 
especially, because his love to her occasioned him 
to be jealous, and becauae he considered with him- 
self that Cleopatra was a shrewd woman, and that 
on her account Lysanias tlie king was taken off as 
well as Malichus the Arabian, for his fear did not 



only extend to the diftsolving of his marriage, but 
to the danger of his life. 

4. When therefore he was about to take a joumej 
abroad, he committed his wife to Joseph, his sister 
Salome's husband, as to one who would be faiUiful 
to him, and bare him good-will on account of tlieir 
kindred : he alno gave him a secret injunction, 
that if Antony slew liini, he should slay her ; but 
Jaseph, without any ill design, and only in order 
to demonstrate Uie king's love to his wife, how ho 
could not bear to thitik of being separated from 
her, even by death itself, discovered this grand 
secret to her ; upon which, when Herod was come 
back, and as they talked togetlier, and he confirmed 
bis love to her by many oaths, and assured her 
that he had never such an affile tiou for any otiier 
woman as he had for her, — ** Yes," says she, 
*' thou didtit, to be sure, demonstrate thy love to 
me by the injunctions tliou gavest Joseph, when 
tliou cnmmandedst hiin to kill me."* 

6. When he heard tliat tliis grand secret waa 
discovered, he was like a distracted man, and said, 
that Joseph would never have disclosed tliat in- ' 
junction of his, unless he had debauched her. 
His passion also made him stark mad, and leaping 
out of his bed, he ran about the palace after a wild 
manner ; at which time his sister Safomo took tlie 
opportunity also to blast her reputation, and eon- 
firmed his suspicion about Joseph ; whereupon, 
out of his ungovernable jealousy and rage, lie com- 
manded both of them to be slain immediately ; but 
as soon as ever his passion was over, be repented 
of what he had done, and as soon as his anger was 
worn off, his affections were kindled- agaun ; and 
indeed tlie flame of his desires for her was so 
ardent, that he could not think she was dead, but 
would appear, under his disorders, to speak to her 
as if she was stili alive, till he were better iuKtmcted 
by time, when his grief and trouble, now she was 
dead, appeared as great as his affection bad been 
for her wiiile she was living. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

CALUMMIES AGAINST THE SONS OP MARtAMNB. AH- 
TIPATSR IS PKEPKRRBD BBPORB THEM. THBT 
ARE ACCUSED BKPOUB CCSaR, AND HRBOO Ift 

RECONCILED TO THEM. 

§ I . Now Mariamne's sons were heirs to that ha- 
tred which liad been borne tlieir mother ; and when 
tliey considered the greatness of Herod's crime 
towards her, tliey were suspicious of him as of an 
enemy of theira ; and this firet while they were 
educated at Rome, but still more when they were 
returned to J udea. This temper of Uieirs increased 
upon them as they grew up to be men ; and when 
they were come to an age fit for marriage, the one 
of them married their aunt Salome's daughter, 
which Salome had been tlie accuser of their mo- 
il ler ; the other married the daughter of Arehelans, 
king of Cnppadocia. And now they used boldness 
in speaking, as well as bore hati-ed in their minds. 
Now those that calumniated them took a handle 

• Hers I* either • de&^t or a gnu mistake. In ioMphas^ prMnt «». 
piee vr memory ; tat MariamiMi UmI u«h now rcpriMeli M«od wttli ttaU 
hUilnt ti^unetton to JoMph toklU her, If he him^tf were eiafai kf 
Aniuuy, but that he ha«l fiveii the like oomniand a eeeuDd tunc (• 
Stieniib aieo, when he wa» afrakl eT being elaln bj AuipuCua. Aat^. 
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from Bucli their boldness, and certain of them 
■pake now more plainly to the king, that Uiere 
were treacheroua desi<;n8 laid against him by both 
his i«ons ; and he that was son-in-law to Archelaus, 
relying upon his ikiherinlaw, was preparing to 
fly away, in order to accuse Herod before Ctasar ; 
and when Herod's liead had been long enough filled 
with these calumnies, he brought Autipater, whom 
he had by Doris, into faronr again, as a defence to 
him against his other sons, and began all the ways 
he poHsibly could to prefer him before them. 

2. But these sons wera not able to bear this 
change in their aflfiiiw ; for when they saw him 
that was born of a mother of no family, tlie nobility 
of their birtli made them unable to contain their 
indignation ; but whensoever they were uneasy, 
^ they simwed tlie anger they had at it ; and as these 
'sons did day after day improve in that their anger, 
Antipater already exercised all his own abihties, 
which were very great, in flattering his father, and 
ill contriving many sorts of calumnies against his 
brethren, while he told some stories of tliem him* 
self, and put it upon other proper pei'sons to raise 
otlier stories against them ; till at length he en- 
tirely cut his brethren off from all hopes of suc- 
ceeding to the kingdom ; for he was already pub- 
licly put into bis father's will as his successor. 
Acconiingly he was sent wiili royal ornaments, 
and otiier marks of royalty, to Oesar, excepting 
the diadem. He was also able in time to introduce 
his niotlier again into Mariamne's bed. The two 
Bortd of weapons he made use of against his brethren, 
were flattery and calunniy, whereby he brought 
matters priviitely to such a pass, that the king had 
thoughts of puitnig his sons to deatlu 

d. So tlie failier drew Alexander as far as Rome, 
and charged him wiib an attempt of poisoning him, 
before C^sar. Alexander could hardly speak for 
Umeutation ; but having a judge that waH more 
skilful than Antipater, aud mure wise than Herod, 
Jie modestly avoided laying any imputation upon 
iiis father, but with graat strength of reason con- 
futed the calumnies laid against him ; and when 
he had demonstrated the iuuooency of his brother, 
who was in the like danger with himself, he at Ust 
bewailed the ci-aft of Antipater, and the disgrace 
they were under. He was enabled also to justify 
himself, not only by a clear conscience, which he . 
can'ied wiihin him, but by his eloquence ; for he 
was a shrewd man in making speeches. And upon 
his saying at last, that if his father objected this 
crime to them, it was in his power to put tliem to 
death, he made all the audience weep ; and he 
brought CflBdar to tliat pass, as to reject the accu- 
sation!), and to reconcile their father to them im- 
mediately. But ihe conditions of this reconciliation 
were tlieae,nliat they should in ail things be obe- 
dient to their father, and tlwt he should have 
power to leave the ktiigdom to which of them he 
pleahcd. 

4. After this tlie king came back from Rome, 
and seemed to have forgiven his sons upon these 
accuhations ; but still so, that he was not without 
his suspicions of them. They were followed by 
Aniipuier, who was tlie fountain-head of those ac- 
cusauous; yet did not he o{>euly dis^cover his 
hatred to them, as revering him that had I'econciled 
them. But as Herod sailed by Cilicia, he touched 
at Eleusa,* where Archelaus treated them iu the 

« That this tatand XIraM, aftenmrd oaltod S?bki>te, dmt ClUete, had 
In a the i^ta palMM oTtUft AichdMu, king of CappMloela, Slnbo to*. 



mast obliging manner, and gave him thanks for the 
deliverance of his son-in-law, and was much pleased 
at their reconciliation ; and tliis Uie more, beca ^e 
he had formerly written to his fiiends at Rome that 
they should be assisting to Alexander at his trial. 
So he conducted Herod as far as Znphyrium, and 
made him presents to the value of tliirty talents. 

6. Now when Herod was come to Jerusalem, he 
gathered the people together, aud presented to 
them his three sons, and gave tliem an apologetie 
account of his absence, and thanked God greatly, 
and thanked Ceesar greatly also, for settling his 
house when it was under disturbances, and had 
procured concord among his sons, which was of 
greater consequence tlum tlie kingdom itself, — 
*( and which 1 will render still mora firm ; for 
Cnsar hath put into my power tu dispose of the 
government, and to appoint my successor. Ac* 
coi*dingly, iu way of requital for his kindness, and 
in order to provide for mine own advantage, I do 
declare that these tliree sons of mine shall be kings. 
And, in tlie first place, I pray for the approbatioa 
of God to what I am about ; and, in the next place, 
J desire your approbation also. The age of one of 
them, and the nobility of tlie other two, shall pro- 
cure them the succession. Nay, indeed, my king- 
dom is so Urge, that it may be sufiicient for more 
kings. Now do you keep tlioae iu their places 
whom Caesar hath joined and their father luith ap- 
pouited ; and do not you pay undue or unequal 
reepeeta to ihem, but to every one according to the 
prei-ogative of their birtlis ; for he that pays such 
respects unduly, will thereby not make him that is 
honoured beyond what his age requires, so joyful 
as he will make him tliat is dishonoured sonowfuL 
As for the kindred and friends tliat are to aumvene 
with them, 1 will appoint them to each of tliem, 
and will so constitute them, that they may be secu- 
rities for their concord ; as well knowing that the 
ill tempers of those witli whom tliey converse, will 
produce qiuirrels and contentious among tliem ; 
but tliat, if ihese with whom they converse be of 
good tempers, they will preserve tlieir natural 
affections for one another. But still 1 desire, that 
not these only, but all the captains of my army 
have for the present their hopes placed on me 
alone ; for L do not give away my kingdom to tliese 
my sons, but give them royal honours only ;^ where* 
by it will come to pass tluit tliey will enjoy the 
sweet parts of the government as rulers themselves, 
but that the burden of admiuistration will rest 
upon myself whether 1 will or not. Aud let every 
one consider what age 1 am of ; how 1 have con* 
ducted my life, and what piety 1 have exercised ; 
for iny age is not so great, that men may soon ex- 
pect the end of my life ; nor have 1 indulged such 
a luxurious way of living a^ cuts men off when tliey 
are young ; and we have beeu so religious towards 
God, that we [have reason to hope we J may arrive, 
at a very great age. But for such as cultivate a 
friendship with my sons, so as to aim at my de- 
sirucliou, they shnli be punished by me on their 
account. 1 am not one wUo envy my own children, 
and tlierefore forbid men to pay tliem great re- 
spect ; but 1 know that such [extravagant] rei^pects 
are the wuy to make them insolent. And if every 
one that comes near them does but revolve this in 
liis mind, that if he proves a good man, he shall 
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receive a reward from me, bat that if he prove 
«editiou8, hie ill-intended complaisanee shall get 
bira nothing from him to whom it ia shown, I sup- 
pofie they will all be of my side, that is, of my sons' 
side ; for it will be for their advantage that I reign, 
and that I be at concord with them. But do you, 
O my good children, reflect upon the holiness of 
nature itself, by whose means natural affection is 
preserved, even among wild beasts ; in the next 
place, reflect upon Csaaar, who bath made this re- 
conciliation among us; and, in the third place, 
refleot upon me, who entreat you to do what I have 
power to command you, — continue brethren. I 

five you royal garments, and royal honours ; and 
pray to God to preserve what I have determined, 
in case you be at concord one with another." 
When the kine had thus spoken, and had sainted 
every one of his sons after an obliging manner, he 
disnussed the multitude ; some of whom gave their 
assent to what he said, and wished it might take 
effect accordingly; but for those who wished for a 
change of affairs, they pretended they did not so 
much as hear what he said. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

THB MALICE OF ANTIPATEB AND DO&TS. ▲LSXANOBB. 
IS VKUY UREAST ON OLAPHTRA'S ACCOUNT. HEBOD 
PA&DON8 PHEB0RA8, WHOM BB SUSPBCTE]>, AND 
SALOME, WHOM HE KNEW TO MAKE MISCHIEF 
AMONG THEM. HBROD'S EUNUCHS AEB TOETUBED^ 
AND ALEXAMDEB IS BOUND. 

§ 1. But now the quarrel that was between them 
still accompanied these brethren when they parted, 
and the suspicions they had one of the other grew 
worse. Alexander and Aristobulus were much 
grieved that the privilege of the first-bom was eon- 
armed to Antipater ; as was Antipater very angry 
at his brethren, that they were to succeed him. 
But then the last being of a disposition that wss 
mutable and politic, be knew how to hold his tongue, 
and used a great deal of cunning, and thereby con- 
cealed the hatred he bore to them ; while the for* 
mer, depending on the nobility of dieir births, had 
every thins upon their tongues which was in their 
minds. Many also there were who provoked them 
&rther, and many of their [seeming] friends insi- 
ituated themselves into thev acquaintance, to spy 
out what they did. Now every thing that wsa said 
by Alexander was presently brought to Antipater, 
and from Antipater it was bronghf to Hei*od with 
additions Nor conld the youns man> say any thing 
in the simplicity of his heart, without |;iviDg offence, 
but what he said was still turned to cillumny against 
him. And if he had been at any time a Uttle free 
in his couversati.ii, great imputaticiis were forged 
from the smallest occasions. Antipater also was 
perpetually setting some to provoke him to speak, 
that the lies he raised of him might seem to have 
some foundation of truth ; and if, among the many 
stories that were given out^ but Otte of them could 
be proved true, that was supposed to imply the rest 
to be true also. And as to Ahtipater's friends, 
they were all either naturally so cautious in speak- 
ing, or had been so hx bribed to conceal their 
tboughto, that nothing of these g^rand secrets got 
abroad by their means. Nor should one be mis- 



taken if he called the life of Antipater a mystery of 
wickedness ; for he either corrupted Alexander's 
acquaintance with money, or got mto their favour 
by flatteries ; by which two means he gained all 
his designs, and bronght them to betray uieir maa- 
tor, and to steal away, and reveal what he either 
did or said. Thus did he act a part very cmaaapj 
in all pointo, and wrought himself a passage by nia 
calumnies with the greatest shrewdness ; while he 
put on a face as if m were a kind brother to Alex- 
ander and Aristobulus, but suborned other men to 
inform of what they did to Herod. And when any 
thing was told agamst Alexander, he would come 
in and pretend [to be of his side], and would begin 
to contradict what was said ; but would afterward 
contrive matters so privately, that the king should 
have an indignation at him. His general Aim was , 
this : — To lay a plot, and to make it be believed 
that Alexander lay in wait to kill his fatiier ; 
for nothing afforded so great a conflrmation to 
these calumnies as did Antipater's apologieB for 
him. 

2. Bv these methods Herod was inflamed, and, 
as much as his natural affection to the ^ong men 
did every day diminish, so much did it increase 
towards Antipater. The courtiers also inclined to 
the same conduct ; some of tlteir own aeoord, and 
others by the king's injunction, as particularly Pto- 
lemy, the king's dearest friend, as also the king^ 
brethren, and all his children ; for Antipater waa 
all in all : and what was the bitterest part of all to 
Alexander, Antipater's mother was ateo all in all : 
she was one that cave counsel against ihem, and 
waa more harsh than a step-mot&r, and one that 
hated tlie queen's sons more than b usual to hate 
sons-in-law. All men did therefore already pay 
their respects to Antipater, in hopes of advantage ; 
and it was the king's command which alienated every 
body [from the brethren], he having given this 
charge to his most intimate friends, that they 
should not come near, nor pay any regard, to Alex-# 
ander, or to his friends. Herod was ahw b^me 
terrible, not only to his domestics about the court, 
but to his friends abroad ; for Caaar had given 
such a privilege to no other king as he had given 
to him, which was this :— that he might fetch back 
any one that fled from him, even out of a city that 
. was not under his own jurisdiction. Now tlie young 
men were not acquainted with the calumnies raised 
i^;ainst tliem; for which reason they could not 
guard themselves against them, but fell under them ; 
for their fitther did not make any public comphiinta 
against either of them ; though in a little time tliey 
perceived how ttiiags were, by his coldness to them, 
and by the great uneasiness he showed upon any 
thing that troubled him. Antipater had also made 
their uncle Pheroras to be their enemy, as well as 
their aunt Salome, while he was always talking with 
her as with a wife, and irritating her against them. 
Moreover, Alexander's wife, Glaphyra, augmented 
this hatred against them, by deriving her nobility 
and genealogy [from great persons], and pretendmg 
that she was a lady buperior to all othoa in that 
kingdom, as being derived by her father's side from 
Temenus, and by her mother's side from DariuSy 
the son of Hystaspes. She also frequently re- 
proached Herod's sister and wives wiUi the ignobi- 
lity of their descent ; and that they were every one 
chosen by him for their beauty, but not for their 
family. Now those wives of his were not a few ; 
it being of old permitted to the Jews to marry many 
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vivefli* — and this kii^g delighting in many ; all 
whom hated Alexander, on account of Glaphyra's 
boasting and reproaches. 

& Nay, Aristobulua had raised a quarrel between 
himself and Salome, who was his mother-in-law, 
besides the anger she. had conceived at Glaphyra's 
reproaobes ; for he perpetually upbraided his wife 
with the meanness of her family, and complained, 
that as he had married a woman of a low family, so 
had his brother Alexander married one of royal 
blood. At this Salome's daughter wept, and told 
it her with this addition, that AJexanderUireatened 
the mothers of his other brethren, that when he 
should come to the crown, he would make them 
weave with their maidens, and would make those 
brothers of his country sdioolmasters ; and brake 
this jesi upon them, that they had been very care- 
fully instructed, to fit them for such an employment. 
Hereupon Salome could not contain her anger, but 
told all to Herod ; nor could her testimony be sus- 
pected, since it was against her own son-in-law. 
There was also another calumny that ran abroad, 
and inflamed the king's mind ; for he heard that 
these sons of his were perpetually speaking of their 
Brother, and, among their lamentations for her, did 
not abstain from cursing him ; and that when he 
made presents of any of Mariamne's garments to 
his hkter wives, these threatened, that in a little 
time, instead of royal garments, they would clothe 
them in no better than hair>cloth. 

4. Now ujpon these accounts, though Herod was 
somewhat afraid of the young men^s high spirit^ yet 
did he not de^»airt>f reducing them to a better 
mind ; but before be went to Rome, whither he was 
now going by sea, he called them to him, and partly 
threatened them a little, as a kinf ; but for the 
main, he admonished them as a uither, and ex- 
horted them to love their brethren ; and told them 
that he would pardon their former offences, if they 
wonU amend for the time to come. But they 
refuted the calunmies that had been raised of them, 
and said they were false, and alleged that their 
aetioBs were sufficient for their vindication ; and 
said withal, that he himself ought to shut his ears 
against such tales, and not to be too easy in believ- 
ing them, for that there would never be wanting 
tboee that would tell lies to theur disadvantage, as 
king as any would give ear to them. 

6. When they had thus soon pacified him, as 
being their fiUfaer, they got clear of the present fear 
they were in. Yet did they see occasion for sorrow 
some time afterwards ; for they Imew that Salome, 
as well as their uncle Pheroras, were their enemies ; 
who were both of them heavy and severe peiM>Ds, 
and especially Pheroras, who was a partner with 
Herod in all the affairs of the kingdom, excepting 
his diadem. He had also a hundred talents of his 
own revenues, and enjoyed the advantage of all the 
land beyond Jordan, which he had received as a 
gift from his brotlier, who liad asked of Ceesar to 
make him a teunaroh, as he was made accordingly. 
Herod had also given him a wife oiit of the royal 
fiunily, who was no other than his own wife's sister ; 

» That It was Aii imrocmorUI oustom among th« Jewi and their tan- 
iBllwn. the patriarch*, to have aooMtiiiMe mon wivee, or wives and 
eeopuMiMe, than one at the lame tUue, aod that ihie poljriiain7 wae not 
dlreetljr forbi<1den tn the hiw of lloaea, ts evident ; but that polygamy 
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and after her death, had solemnly espoused to him 
his own eldest daughter, with a dowry of three hun- 
dred talents ; but Pheroras refused to consummate 
this royal marriage, out of his affection to a maid- 
servant of his. Upon which account Herod was 
very angry, and gave that daughter in marriage to 
a brother's son of his [Joseph], who was slam af- 
terwards by the Parthians ; but in some time he 
laid aside his anger against Pheroras, and pardoned 
him, as one not able to overcome his foolish passion 
for the maid-servant 

6. Nay, Pheroras had been accused long before, 
while the queen [Mariamne] was aiive, as if he were 
in a plot to poison Herod ; and there came so great 
a number of informers, that Herod hiaoself, though 
he \ras an exceeding lover of his brethren, was 
brought to believe what was said, and to be 
afraid of it also ; and when he had brought many 
of those that were under suspicion to the torture, 
he came at last to Pheroras's own friends ; none of 
whom did openly confess the crime, but they owned 
that he had made preparation to take her whom he 
loved, and run away to the Parthians. Costobarua 
ahio, the husband of Salome, to whom the kmg had 
given her in marrage, after her former husband 
had been put to death for adultery, was instrumen- 
tal in bringing about this contrivance and flight of 
his. Nor did Salome escape all calumny upon her < 
self ; for her brother Pheroras accused her, that 
she had made an agreement to marry Sylleus, the 
procurator of Obodas, king of Arabia, who was at 
bitter enmity with Herod ; but when she was con- 
victed of this, and of all that Pheroras had accused 
her of, she obtamed her pardon. The kmg also 
pardoned Pheroras Uimsslf.the crimes' he had been 
accused of. 

7. But the storm of the whole family was removed 
to Alexander ; and all of it rested upon his head. 
There were three eunuchs who were in the highest 
esteem with the king, as was plain by the offices 
they were in about him ; for one of them was ap- 
pointed to be his butler, anotlier of them got his 
supper ready for him, and the third put him to bed, 
and lay down by him. ^ Now Alexander had pre- 
vailed with these men, by large gifts, to let him use 
them after an obscene manner ; which when it was 
told the king, they were tortured, and found guilty, 
and presenUy confessed the criminal conversation 
he had with them. They also discovered the pro- 
mises by which they were induced so to do^ and how 
they were deluded by Alexander, who had told them 
that they ought not to fix Uieir hopes upon Herud, 
an old man, and one so shameless as to colour his 
hair, unless they thought that would make hiui 
young again ; but that they ought to fix their at- 
tention to him who was to be his successor in the 
kingdom, whether he would or not ; and who in no 
long time would avenge himself on his enemies, and 
make his friends happy and blessed, and themselves 
in the first place ; and the men of power did al- 
ready pay respects to Alexander privately, and that 
the captains of the soldiery, and the officers, did 
secretly come to him. 

8. These confessions did so terrify Herod that he 
durst not immediately publish them ; but he seat 
spies abroad privately, by night and by day, wha 
should make a close inquiry after all that was dune 
and said ; and when any were but suspected [of 
treason] he put them to death, insomuch that the 
palace was full of horribly unjust proceedings ; 
for every body forged calumuiea, as they wertt 
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themselTes in a state of enmity or hatred against 
others ; and many there were who abuiied the king*s 
bloody passion to the disadvantage of those with 
whom tltey had quarrels, and lies were eanily be- 
lieved, and puniKhinents were inflicted sooner than 
the calumnies were forged. He who had jant then 
been accusing another, was accused himself, and 
was led away to execution together with him whom 
he had convicted ; for the danger the king was in" 
of his life made examinations be very short. He 
also proceeded to such a degree of bitterness, that 
he could not look on an^ one of those tliat were not 
accused with a pleasant countenance, but was in 
the most barbarous disposition towards his friends. 
Accordingly, .he forbade a great many of them to 
oome to the court, and to those whom he had not 
power to punish actually, lie spake harshly ; but 
for Antipater, he insulted Alexander, now he was 
under his misfortunes, and got a stout company of 
his kindred together, and raised all soru of calumny 
against him : and for the king, he was brought to 
Buch a degree of terror by those prodigious slan- 
ders and contrivances, that he fancied he saw Alex- 
ander coming to him with a drawn sword in his 
hand. So he caused him to be seiaed upon imme- 
diately and bound, and fell to examining his friends 
by torture, many of whom died [under the torture], 
but would discover notliing, nor say any thing 
agaiust their consciences ; but some of them, being 
forced to speak falsely by tlie pain they endured, 
said that Alexander, and his brother Aristobulus, 
plotted agaiust him, and waited for an opportunity 
to kill him as he was hunting, and then fly away 
to Rome. These accusations, though they were of 
an incredible nature, and only framed upon the 
great distress they were in, were readily believed 
by the king, who thought it some comfort to him, 
after he had bound his sou, that it might appear 
lie bad not done it unjustly. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

ARCBBLAUS PROCUIlEa A RECONaLfATIOlf BETWEEN 
ALBXJMDE.R, PHEBOBAS, AND HEBOD. 

§ 1. Now as to Alexander, since he perceived it 
impossible to persuade his father [that he was in« 
nocentj, he resolved to meet hia calamities, how 
•evere soever they were ; so he composed four books 
against his enemies, and eonfesbed that he had been 
in a plot ; but declared withal that tlie greatest part 
[of the courtiersj were in a plot with him, and 
chiefly Pheroras and Salome : nay, that Salome 
once came and forced him to lie with her in tlie 
night lime, whether he would or no. These books 
were put into Herod's hands, and made a gre^t 
clamour against < he men of power. And now it was 
tliat Archeiaus cuiue hastily into Judea, as being 
affrighted for his son-inlaw and his daughter ; and 
be came as a proper assistant, and in a very pru- 
dent manner, and by a stratagem he obliged the 
king not to execute what he had threatened ; for 
when he was come to him, he cried out, '* Where 
in tlic world is tliis wretched son in-law of mine f 
Where shall 1 see tlie head of him who had con- 
trived to murder his father, which I will tear to 
pieces witli my own hands ! I will do tlie same also 
to my daughter, who hath such a fine husband ; 
for although she be not a partner ui the plot, yet. 



by being the wife of such a crenture, she is pol* 
luted. And I cannot but admire at thy patienco, 
against whom this plot is laid, if Alexander be atill 
alive ; for as I came with what haste I could from 
Cappadocia, I expected to find him put to death 
fur his crimes Ion;; ago ; but still in order to make 
aft examination with thee about my daughter, 
whofh, out of regard to thee^and thy dignity, I had 
' eiipoosed to him in marriage, but now we must take 
co'uncil about them both, and if thy paternal affec- 
tion be so great, that thou canst not punish thy son, 
who liath plotted against thee, let us change our 
right hands, and let us succeed one to the other in 
expre&sing our rage upon this occasion." 

2. When he had made this pompous declaration, 
he got Herod to remit of his anger, thoilgh he Wa» 
in disorder, who tliereupon gave iiim the books 
which Alexander had composed to be read by him ; 
and as he came to every head, he oonsidered of it, 
together' with Herod. So Archeiaus took hence 
the occasion for that stratagem which Ire had made 
use of, and by degrees he laid the blame on these 
men .whose names were in these books, and espe« 
cially upon Pheroras ; and when he saw tliat tlie 
king believed him [to be earnest] he said, ** We 
must consider whether the young man be not him- 
self plotted against by such a number of wicked 
wretches, and not tliou plotted agaiuiit by the young 
man ; for I cannot see any occasion for his falling ' 
into so horrid a crime, suice he enjoys tlie ad van-, 
tages of royalty already, and has the expectation of 
being one of thy successors ; I mean this, imlees 
there were some persons that persuade him to it^ 
and such persons as itiake an ill use of the facility 
they know there is to persuade young men : for by 
such persons, not only young men are sometimes 
imposed upon, but old men also ; and by them 
sometimes are the most illustrious families and 
kingdoms overturned. 

3. Herod assented to what he had said, and, by 
degrees, abated of his anger against Alexander ; 
but was more angry at Pheroras, who perceived 
that the king's inclination changed on a suddei^ 
and that Archelaus's friendship oould do every thing' 
with him, and that he had no homiurable method 
of preserving himself, he procured his safety by his 
impudence. So he left Alexander,* and had re- 
eourse to^ArchelAis ; who^id him tliat he did 
not see how he could get him excused, now he was 
directly oaught in so many crimes, whereby it was 
evidently demonsU-ated that he had plotted against 
the king, and had been the cause of tliose misfor- 
tunes whioli the young man was now under, uuleas 
he would moreover leave off hb cunning knavery 
and his denials of what he was cliarged withal, 
and confess the charge, and inplore pardon of his 
brother, who still had a kindness for him ; but 
that if he would do so, he would afford him all the 
assistance he was able. 

4. With this advice Pheroras complied, and, put- 
ting himself into such a habit as might most move 
compassion, he came with black olotli upon his body, 
and tears in his eyes, and threw himself down at 
Herod's feet, and begged his pardon for what he had 
done, and confesHcd that he had acted very wickedly, 
and was guilty of every thing that he had been ac- 
cused of, and lamented tliat disorder ot his^ mind and 
distraction which his love to a woman, he said, liad 
brought him to. So when Archehius had bixyught 
Pheroras to accuse and bear witness against himself 
he then made an excuse for him, and mitigated He* 
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rod's anjfer^tqp^arfs' him, and this by nsing certain 
doraestid example^ ;'for that when he had suffered 
much greater mischiefs from a brother of^his oWp^ 
be prefe^f«id the obligatiouri of nature before^* 
iMMbion Mf:i:evenge ; because it ie in kingd^ius iks' 

IS in g^<^.b.Mfi>ee) where 8ome member ^*»— » 

ever sw^le'diby the body's weightv;^in] 
it U npV'prf'per to cut off such memj&i^j 
it by,%g!y»tle method of cure./ '..'4 %! *v " .^ - 
.. 5/&><j(u Archehius's saying tWii, Aftd^^iphinore 
tp tji)e|4ime purpose, Herod's diapleaAure agai^^r 
Pbeiiqras was moUihed ; yet did he perseveigBintbia^ 
4)ni||itindignation agahist Alexander, and said^he 
WGM|ld have his daughter divorced and taken away 
fS^n .him, and tliis till he had brought^ Herod to 
f^t p^ss, tiiat, contrary to his former behaviour to 
bii^i, he petitioned Archelaus fur tlie young man, 
a&^ tliat he would let his . daughter comiuue 
espoused to him : but Archelaus made him^Sttongly 
believe Umt he would permit her to be married to 
any one else, but not to Alexander ; because he 
looked upon it as a very valualile advantage, that 
the relation tliey had contracted by tliat affinity, 
And tlie privileges that went along with it, might be 
preserved : and when tlie king said tliat his son 
would take it for a great favour done to him if he 
would not dissolve the marriage, especially since 

^they had already children between the young man 
and her, and since tliat wife of his was so well be* 
loved by him, and tliat as while she remains his 
wife she would be a great preservative to him, and 
keep liim from offending, as he had formerly done ; 
so if she should be torn away from him, she would 
be tlie cause of his falling into despair ; because 
such men's attempts ara best mollitied when tliey 
are diverted from tliem by settliiig th'^ir affections 
at home. So Archelaus complied with what Herod 
desired, but not without difficulty, and was both 
himself reconciled to the youug man and reconciled 
his, father to him also. However, he said he must, 
by all nieauB,-be sent to Rome to discourse with 

' Oesar, because he had already written a full ac- 
joount to him of this whole matter. 
'. 6. Thus a period was put to Archelaus's strata- 
gem, wJiereby he delivered his son-in-law out of the 
dangers he was in : bat when these reconciliations 
were over, they spent^ their tin^ in feastings and 
agreeable entenaiument^ ; and when Archelaus was' 
going away, ilerod made him a pi-esent of seventy 
talents, Willi a golden tbruiiQ set with precious 
•tones, and some eunuchs, and a concubine who was 
called Pauii^ chis. He also paid due honours to 
evei*^ one uf his friends according to their dignity. 
In like manner did all tlie king's kindred, by his 
command, make glorious presents to Archelaus ; 
and so he was conducted qu his way by Herod and 
his nobility as far as Antioch. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

BOW CURTCLES* CALUMNIATED THB SONS OF MA- 
RIAM.NB ; AND UOW KUAJUTUS'S AFOLOOr HAD 
MO JBFFJiCT. 

( 1. Now a little afterward there came into Judea 
ft man tluit was mucli superior to Archehius's sira- 

• This irlto fallow, Karyolw Um LoMdMnoolMi, Mtnu to hav« bMa 
the Mfttc who i» in»n«<n au bjr I'lutMreh, u ((wtfoiy-S** ymr» hmton) a 
•oiniMuiloa to Mark Antony, aua m living with Uarad: wbcoo* bo 
ailfM maiij fattlnoasa hkuMlC into ttaa aeaualBUn— oT UM«dli mmt. 



iS, who did not only overtnm that reeoncilia- 
^iffct had been so wisely mada with Alexander, 
Vut 'm*oved the occasion of his ruin. He was a 
/Lacedemonian, and his name was Eurycles. He 
^ was so corrupt a man, that out of the desire of 
tting money, he chose to live under a king, fgr 
reece could not suffice his luxury. He preseuted 
ierod with splendid gifts as a bait which he laid, 
in order to compass his ends, and quickly received 
tliem back again manifold ; yet did he esteem bai'^e 
' jitfts as nothing, unless he imbrued the kmgdom in 
blood by his purchases. Accordingly he- imposed 
,Upon the king by flattering him, and by talkmg 
'Sbbtileiy to him, as akw by tlie lying encomiums 
which he made upon him : for as he soon perceived 
Herod's blind side, so he said and did every thins 
that might please him, and thereby became one c3 
his most intimate friends ; fur both the king and 
all that were about him, had a great regard for 
this Spartan, on account of his country .f 

2. Now as soon as tliis fellow perceived the rotten 
parts of the family, and what quarrels tlie brothers 
had one with another, and in what disposition the 
father was towards each of them, he chose to take 
his lodging at the first m the house of Aiitipater^ 
but deluded Alexander with a pretence of friendship 
to him, and falsely claimed to be an old acquaint- 
ance of Archelaus ; for which reason he was pre- 
sently admitted into Alexander's familiarity as a 
faithful friend. He also soon recommended himself 
to his brother Aristobulus ; and when he had thus 
made trial of these several persons, he imposed upon 
one of them by one method, and upon another by 
another ; but he was principally hii-ed by An tipster, 
and so betrayed Alexander, and tliis by reproadiing 
Autipater, because, while he was tlie eldest son, he 
overlooked tlie intrigues of those who stood in tlie 
way of his expectations ; and by reproaching Alex- 
ander, because he who was bora of a queen and was 
married to a king's daughter, permitted one that 
was bom of a mean woman to lay claim to tlie suc- 
cession, and this when he had Archelaus to support 
him in the most complete manner. Nor was his 
advice thought to be oUier than faiiiiful by the young 
man, because of his pretended friendship with Ar- 
chelaus : on which account it was that Alexander 
hunented to him Antipater's behaviour with regard 
to hiiuself, and this witliout eoueealing any tliinff 
from him ; and how it was no wonder if Herod, 
af.er he liad killed their mother, should deprive 
them of her kingdom. Upon this Eurycles pre- 
tended to commiserate his condition, and to grieve 
with him. He also, by a bait that he laid for him, 
procured Aristobulus to say the same tilings. Thus 
did he inveigle both the brothers to make com- 
plaints of their father, and then went to Autipater, 
and carried these grand secrets to him. He also 
added a fiction of his own, as if his brothers liad 
laid a plot ag;ainst him, and were almost ready to 
oonie upon him with tlieir drawn swords. For this 
intelligence he received a great sum of money, and 
on that account he commended Autipater before 
his fatlier, and at length undertook the work of 
bringing Alexander and Aristobulus to tiieir graves, 
and accused them before their father. So he came 
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to Herod and told him that he would aave his life, as 
a requital for the favoumi he had received from him, 
and would preserve his light [of life] by way of 
retribution for his kind entertainment ; for that a 
•word had been long whetted, and Alexander's right 
hand had long been sbnetched out against him ; but 
that be had laid impediments in his way, prevented 
his speed, and that by pretending to assist him in 
his design : how Alexander said, Uiat Herod was 
not contented to reign in a kingdom that belonged 
to othersy and to make dilapidations in their mo- 
ther's government after he had killed her ; but 
besides all this, that he introduced a spurious suo* 
cesser, and proposed to give the kingdom of their 
ancestors to that pestilent fellow Antipater : — ^that 
he would now appease the ghosts of Hyreanus and 
Mariamne, by taking venceanoe on hun ; for that 
it was not fit for him to take the succession to the 
government from such a &ther without bloodshed ; 
that many things happen every day to provoke him 
so to do, insomuch that he can say nothing at all, 
but it affords occasion for calumny ap;ainst him ; 
for that, if any mention be made of nobility or birth, 
even in other cases, he is abused unjustly, while his 
father would say that nobody, to be sure, is of noble 
birth but Alexander, and that lus father was inglo- 
rious for want of sudi nobility. If they be at any 
time hunting, and he says nothing, he gives offence $ 
and if he commends any body, uiey take it in way 
of jest : that they always find their father unmer- 
cifully severe, and have no natural affection for any 
of them but for Antipater ; on which accounts, if 
thb plot does not take he is very willing to die ; 
but that in case he kill his fitther he hath sufficient 
opportunity for saving himself. In the first place 
he hath ^jrcbeUus his father-in-law, to whom he 
can easilv fly ; and in the next place, he hath 
Ceesar, who had never known Herod's character to 
this da^ ; for that he shall not appear then before 
him with that dread he used to do when^hili father 
was there to terrify him ; and that he will not then 
produce the accusations that concerned himself 
alone, but would, in the first place, openly insist on 
the caUmitiee of their nation, and how they are 
taxed to death, and in what ways of Inxory and 
wicked practices that wealth is spent whi<m was 
gotten by bloodshed ; what sort of persons they are 
that get our riches, and to whom those cities be- 
long, upon whom he bestows his favours ; that he 
would have inquiry made what became of his 
grandfather [Hyreanus], and his mother [Ma- 
riamne], and would openly proclaim the gross 
wickedness that was in tne lungdom ; on wh^h ac- 
coontB he should not be deemed a parricide. 

3. When Eurvcles had made this portentous 
speech, he greatly commended Antipater, as the 
only child that had an affectmn for hu father, and 
on that account was an impediment to the other's 
plot against him. Hereupon the king, who had 
hardly repressed his anger upon the former accusa- 
tions^ was exasperated to an mcurable degree. At 
which Antipater took another occasion to send in 
other persons to his father to accose his brethren, 
and to tell him that they had privately discoursed 
with Jucundus and Tyrannus, who had once been 
masters of the horse to the king, but for some of- 
fences had been put out of that honourable employ- 
ment. Herod was in a very great rage at these 
informations, and presently orderod those men to be 
tortured : yet did not they confess any thing of what 
tlie king had been informed ; but a certain letter was 



produced, as written by Alexander to the govemorof 
a castle, to desire him to receive him and Aristobalotf 
into the castle when he had killed his fether, and 
to give them weapons, and what other assistance ho 
could, upon that occasion. Alexander said that 
this letter was a forgery of Diophantos. This Dio 
phantus was the kmg's secretary, a bold man, cun- 
ning in counterfeiting any one's hand ; and after he 
.had counterfeited a great number, he was at last 
put to death for it Herod did also order the go- 
vernor of the castle to be tortured ; but got nothing 
out of him of what the accusations suggested. 

4. However, although Herod found the proofs too 
weak, he gave order to have his sons kept in cus- 
tody $ for till now they had been at liberty. He 
also oblled that pest of his family, and forger of all 
this vile accusation, Eurydes, his saviour and bene- * 
fiustor, and gave him a reward of fifty talents. 
Upon which he prevented any accurate accounts 
that could come of what he had done, by going im- 
mediately into Oappadooia, and there he got money 
of Archelaus, having the impudence to pretend that 
he had reconciled Herod to Alexander. He thence 
passed over into Greece, and used what he had thus 
wtckedlv gotten to the like wicked purposes. Ae- 
oordingly, he was twice accused before Giesar, that 
he had filled Achaia with sedition, and had plun- 
dered its cities ; so he was sent into banishment 
And thus was he punished for what widced actions 
he had been guilty of about Aristobuhis and Alex- 
ander. 

5. But it will be now worth while to put Eoara* 
tus of Cos in opposition to this Spartan ; foras he 
was one of Alexander's most intimate friends, and 
came to him in his travels at the same time that 
Eurydes came ; so the king put th^ queetion to 
him, whether those things of which Alexander was 
accused were true t He assured him upon oath 
that he had never heard any such things from the 
young men ; yet did this testimony avail nothing 
for the dearing these miserable creatures ; for 
Herod was only disposed the most readily to 
hearken to what was nukde against them, and every 
one was most agreeable to lum that would believe 
they were guilty, and showed their indignation at 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

HEBOD, BT CXASAK'S DIIUBCTION, A0GC819 tt» 801*8 
AT BBBTTU8. TBBT ABB NOV PBODUCSD BBPO&B 
THE COURT, BUT TBT ABB OONDXKNED ; AND IN 
A LITTLE TIME ABB SBIfT TO BBBASTB, AND 
STBAMGLBD TUBBB. 

• 

§ 1. MoBEOvEB, Salome exasperated Herod's eni- 
elty against his sons ; for Ariatobnlus was dearous 
to bring her, who was his mother-in-law and his 
aunt, into the like dangers with themselves : so he 
sent to her to take care of her own safety, and told 
her that the king was preparing to put her to 
death, on account of the accusation that was laid 
agamst her, as if when she formerly endeavoured to 
marry herself to Sylleus tiie Arabian, she Ind dis- 
coveTOd the king*s grand secrets to him, who was 
the king's enemy ; and this it was that came as 
the last storm, and entirdy sunk the young men 
who were in great danger before ; for SohNne 
came running to the king, and informed him of 
what admonition had been given her ; whereu(iou 
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he could bear no longer, bat commanded both the 
yonng men to be boimd, and kept the one asunder 
from the other. He also aent Volumnius, the go- 
neral of his army, to CsBsar immediately, as also 
his friend Olympus with him, who earned the in- 
formations in writing along with them. Now, as 
soon as they had saikd to Rome and delivered the 
kine's letters to Cessar, Cessar was mightily troa* 
bled at the ease of the yotxng men ; yet did not he 
think he ought to take the power ficom the &tiier 
of condemning his sons ; so ne wrote baek to him, 
and appointed him to have the power OTsr his 
sous ; out said withal, that he would do well to 
make an examination into this matter of the plot 
Against him in a public court, and to take for his 
asBessors his own kindred, and the coyetnors of 
the province ; — and if those sons be found guilty, 
to put them' to death ; but if they appear to have 
thought of no more than only flying away from 
him, that he should, in that case, moderate their 
punishment. 

2. With these directions Herod complied, and 
came to Berytus, where Cnaar had ordered the 
court to be assembled, and got the judicature to- 
cether. The presidents sat first, as Cnsar's letters 
had appointed, who were Satuminusand Pedanius, 
and their lieutenants that were with them, with 
whom was the procurator Volumnios also ; next to 
them sat the king's kinsmen and friends, with Sa- 
lome also, and Pheroras ; after whom sat the 
principal men of all Syria, excepting Archelaus ; 
for Herod had a suspicion of him, because he was 
Alexander's &ther-in-law. Yet did not he pro- 
duce his sons in open court ; and this was done 
Teiy cunningly, for he knew well enough that, had 
they but appeared only, they would certainly have 
been pitied ; and if withal they had been suffered 
to speak, Alexander would easily have answered 
what they were accused of ; but they were in cus- 
tody at Platane, a village of the Sidonians. 

3. So the lung got up, and inveighed against his 
sons as if they were present ; and as for that part 
of the aceosatwn that they had plotted against 
him, he uiged it but fiuntly, because he was desti- 
tute of proofs ; but he insisted before the assessors 
on the reproaches, and jests, and injurious carriage, 
and ten thousand the like offences against them, 
which were heavier than death itself ; and when 
nobody contradicted him, he moved them to pity 
his case, as though he had been condemned hmi- 
•eli^ now be had gamed a bitter victory over his 
BOBS. So he asked every one's sentence ; which 
aoMence was first of all given by Satuminus, and 
was this : — ^That he condemned the yonng men, 
but not to death ; for that it was not fit iw him, 
who had three sons of hi|| own now present, to give 
his vote for the destruction of the sons of another. 
The two lieutenants also gave the like vote ; some 
othen thero were also who followed their example ; 
bnt Yolonmias began to vote on the more melan- 
ehoiy side, and all those that came after him con- 
denmed the young men to die ; some out of flat- 
tery, and some out of hatred to Herod ; but none 
ont of indignation at their crimes. And now all 
Syria and Judea was in great expectation, and 
waited for the last act of this tragedy ; yet did 
nobody suppose that Herod would be so barbarous 
as to muraer his children : however, he carried 
them away to Tyre, and thence sailed to Cesarea* 
and then he deliberated with himself what sort of 
death the young men should suffer. • 



4. Now there was a certain old soldier of the 
king's, whose name was Tero, who had a son that 
was very fismiliar with, and a Inend to Alexander, 
and who himself particularly loved the young menc 
This soldier was in a measure distracted, oat ot 
the excess of the Indignation he had at what was 
doing ; and at first he cried out aloud, as he went 
about, that justice was trampled under foot ; that 
truth was perished, and nature confounded ; and 
that the life of man was full of iniquity, and every 
thing else that passion could suggest to a man who 
spared not his own life ; and at last he ventured to 
go to the king, and said, " Truly, I thmk, thou art 
a most miserable man, when thou hearkenest to 
most wicked wretches, against those that onght to 
be dearest to thee ; since thou hast frequently re- 
solved that Pheroras and Salome should be put to 
death, and yet believeet them against thy sods ; 
while theee, by cutting off the succession of thine 
own sons, leave all wholly to Antipater, and there- 
by ehoose to have thee sudi a king as may be tho- 
roughly in their own power. However, oonsidev 
whether this death of Antipater's brethren will not 
make him hated by the soldiers ; for there is no- 
body but oommiseratea the yonng men; and of 
the captains, a great many show their indignation 
at it openlv." Umm his saying this, he named 
those that had such indignation ; but the king or- 
dered those men, with Tero himself, and his son, 
to be sieied upon immediately. 

5. At which time there was a certain barber, 
whose name was Trypho. This man leaped out 
from among the people in a kind of madness, and 
accused himself, and said, ** this Tero endeavonied 
to persuade me also to cnt thy throat with my raior 
when I trimmed thee ; and promised that Alexan- 
der should give me luge presents lor so doine." 
When Her<M heard this, he examined Tero, inth 
his son and the barber, b^ the torture ) but as the 
others denied the accusati o n, and he said nothing 
farther, Herod gave order that Tero should be 
racked more severely : but his son, out of pity to 
his father, promised to discover the whole to the 
king, if he would grant [that his father should be 
no longer tortured]. When he had agreed to this, 
he said, that his father, at the persnasi<» of Alex- 
ander, had an intention to kUl him. Now some 
said this was forged, in order to free his father 
from his torments ; and some said it was true. 

6. And now Herod aoeused the captains and 
Tero in an assembly of the people, and broag^it 
the people together in a body agpunst them ; and 
accordingly there were they put to death, together 
with [Trypho] the barber; they were killed by the 
pieces of wood and the stones that were thrown at 
them. He also lent his sons to Sebasto, a city not 
far from Geearea, and ordered them to be there 
strangled ; and as what he had ordered was exe- 
cuted immediately, so he commanded that their 
dead bodies shoukl be bronght to the fortress Alex- 
andrinm, to be buried with Alexander their grand- 
father by the mother's side. And this was the 
end of Aleonuider and Aristobulns. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

HOW AMTIPATBR 18 HATED OP ALL MEN ; AND HOW 
THE KINO ESPOUSES THE SONS OP THOSE THAT 
BAD BEEN BLAlN TO HIS KINDRED ; BUT THAT 
▲NTIPATBR MADE HIM CHANGE THEM POR OTHER 
WOMEN. OP HCROD'8 MARRIAGES AND CHILDREN. 

I 1. Bn ftn intolerable hatred fell upon Antipater 
from the nation, though he had now an indisputable 
title to tile succeitaioii ; because they all knew that 
he was tlie person who eontrtved all tlie calumnies 
against his brethren. However, he began to be in 
a terrible fear, as he saw the posterity of those tliat 
had been slain growing up ; for Alexander had 
two Bous by Glaphyra, Tigranes and Alexander ; 
and Aristobulus had Herud, and Agrippa, and 
Aristobulus, his sons, with Hei-odias and Mari- 
amue, his daughters ; and all by Beruioe, Salome's 
daughter. As for Glaphyra, Herod, as soon as he 
had killed Alexander, sent her back, together with 
her portion, to Cappadocut. He married Bemice, 
Aristobulus's daughter, to Antipater's uncle by his 
mother, and it was Antipater who, in order to re- 
oonoile her to him, when she bad been at varianee 
with him, contrived tliis match ; he also got into 
Pheroras's favour, and into the favour of Caesar's 
friends, by presents, and otlier ways of obsequious- 
ne«s, and sent uo small sums of money to Rome ; 
Saturniuus also, and his friend;* in Syria, were all 
Weil replenished with the presents he made them ; 
yet, the more he gave the mure he was hated, ns 
not making tliese presents out of generosity, but 
spending his money out of fear. Accordingly it so 
foil out that the receivers bore him no more good- 
will than before, but that those to whom he gave 
nothing were his most bitter enemies. However, 
he bestowed bis money every day more and more 
profusely, on observing that, contrary to his ex- 
pectations, the king was taking care about tlie or- 
phans, and discovermg at the same time his repent- 
ance for killing their fathers, by his commlseratioa 
of tliose tliat sprang from tliem. 

2. Accordingly, Herod got together his kindred 
and friends, and set before them the children, and 
with his eyes full of tears, said thus to tliem : ^ it 
Was an unlucky fate Uiat took away from me tliese 
children's failiers, which children are i-ecommended 
to me by tliat natuiiU commiseration which their 
orplian condition i*equires ; however, I will endea- 
Tour, though i have been a most unfortunate fa- 
ther, to appear a better graudfatlier, and to leave 
tliese children such curators after myself as are 
dearest to me. 1 therefore betroth thy daughter, 
Pheroras, to the elder of these brethren, the chil- 
dren of Alexander, that thou inayest be obliged to 
take care of them. 1 also betrotli to thy son, Anti- 
pater, the daughter of Aristobulus ; be thou there- 
fore a father to tliat orphan ; and my son Herod 
[Philip] shall hav« her sister, who«ie gcandlather, 
by the mother's side, was high-priesu And let 
every one that loves me be of my seuiimenis in these 
dispositions, whom none tliat^ath an aifection for 
me will abrogate. And J pray God that he will 
join these children togetlier lu marriage to tlie ad- 
vantage of my kingdom, and of my posterity ; and 
may he look down with eyes more serene upon 
them than he looked upon their fatliers !*' 

3. While he spa^e tliese words, he wept, and 
jomed the children's right hands together : after 



which he embraced them every one after an a frac- 
tionate manner, and dismibsed the assembly. Upon 
this Antipater was in great disorder inuiiediately, 
and lamented publicly at what was done ; for hs 
supposed that this dignity, which was conferred on 
these orplians, was for his own destruction, even in 
his father's life-time, and tliat he should run ano- 
ther risk of losing tlie government if Alexander's 
sons should have both Archelaus [a king], and 
Pheroras a tetrarch, to support them. He also 
considered how he was himself hated by the nation, 
and how thev pitied these orphans : how great af- 
fection the Jews bare to tliose brethren of his when 
they were alive, and how gladly they remembered 
tliem, now they had perished by his means. So he 
resolved by all the ways possible to get theso 
espousals dissolved. • 

4. Now he was afraid of going subtilely about 
this matter witli his father, who was hard to be 
pleased, and was praseutly moved upon tlie least 
suspicion : so he ventured to go to him directly, 
and to beg of him befoi« his face, not to deprive 
him of that dignity which he had been pleased to 
bestow upon him ; and tliat he might not have the 
bAre name of a king, while the power was in otlier 
persons ; for tliat lie should never be able to keep 
the govenimeiit, if Alexander's scm was to have 
both his grniidi'ather Archelaus and Pheroras for 
his curators ; and he besought him earnestly, sinco 
there were so many of tlie royal family alive, that 
he would dian^e those [intended] marriages. Now 
the king had nine wives,* and children by seven of 
them ; Antipater was himself bom of Doris, and 
Herod [Philip] of Mariauine, the high priest's 
daughter ; Autipas also and Archelaus were by 
Maithaoe, the baiuaritan, as was his daughter 
Olympias, which his brather Joseph 'sf sou had 
married. By Cleopati'a of Jerusalem he had Herod 
and Philip ; and bv Pallas, Pliasaelus ; he had 
also two daughters, lloxana and Salome, tlie one by 
Phedra, and the other by Elpis : he had also two 
wives who had no children, the one his first cousin, 
and the other his niece ; and besides tliese he had 
two daughters, the sisters of Alexander and Aris- 
lobulus, by Mai'iamne. Since, tlierefore, tlie royal 
family was so numerous, Antipater prayed him to 
change tliese intended marriages. 

5. When the king perceiv^ what disposition h« 
was in towards the orphans, he was angry at it, and 
a suspicion came into his mind as to tJiose sous 
whom he had put to death, whether tliat iiad not 
been brought about by tlie false tales of Antipater ; 
so at that time he made Antipater a long and peev- 
ish answer, and bade him begone. Yet was he after« 
wards pravailed upon cunningly by his flatteriesy 
and changed tlie marriages ; he married Aristobu- 
lub's daughter to him, and his son to Pheroraa'a 
daughter. ^ 

6. Now one may learn, in this instance, how very 
much this flattering* Antipater could do,— eveo 
what Salome in the like cucumstauces could not 
do ; for when she, who was his sister, had by tlio 
meausof Julia, Qnar's wife^ earnestly desired leave 

» Dctui AMridi UAm boUm ben, that th<M hImiHtw of Hwod wciv 
alivM Kt Um mhm uhm, aiid th»l IT thr OBhkrmrcU Hariainne, who wan 
iiuw iltwi, b« niOkaiMd, Uimv wt«w wvratii kU mo. Yvi U U fMasricabto 
Uuit b« hiul iiu nuira Uimi flficcii etoildmi b>' tlivm alL 

t Tu pKvcnt oonruvlun. It nwy nut b« ainia*, wiUi D*aa AMrleh, to 
disunsuub bvtwwu ftmr Juwulw In tba tiwtory »t lUnMi. 1. J««v|>a, 
Hrma'B uiielv, miU tb* [womhI] biulautd of bU •utmr Salom*, •lain by 
Harud oo sMount of ManainiM. a ivmph, Herwl*a ouaMtur, or tm* 
•urvr, aUlu oii lb* midm hoouuiiI. a Jowpb, UenKl'» orwhvr, 
t«tU«avaiii>t AntifRMiUA. 4. JcMcpb^ Uitfvd's imi*Imw, -■- -^ 

OI|)IUillJM, 
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to be married to Syllens the Arftbian, Herod swore 
he would esteem her his bitter enemy, onless she 
woold leave off that project : he also caused her 
against her own consent, to be married to Alexas, 
a friend of his, and that one of her daughters 
should be married to Alexas's son, and the ower to 
Antipater's uncle by the mother's side. And for 
the daughters that the king had by Mariamne, the 
one was married to Antipater, his sister's son, and 
the other to his brother's son, Phasaelus. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

ANTIPATER BBCOMES INTOLEIUBLB. HE IS SENT TO 
BOMB, AND CARRIES HEROD's TESTAMENT WITH 
HIM. PHERORAS LEAVES HIS BROTHER, THAT HE 
MAT KEEP HIS WIFE. HE BlES AT HOME. 

§ 1. Now when Antipater had cut off the hopes of 
the orphans, and had contracted such afi&nitiee as 
would be most for his own advantage, he proceeded 
briskly, as having a certain expectation of the 
kingdom ; and as he had now assurances added to 
his wickedness, he became intolerable ; for not 
being able to avoid the hatred of all people, he 
built his security upon the terror he struck into 
them. Pheroras also assisted him in his designs, 
looking upon him as already fixed in the kingdom. 
There was also a company of women in the court, 
who excited new disturbances ; for Pheroras's wife, 
together with her mother and sister, as lUso Anti- 
pater's mother, |p:ew very impudent in the palace. 
She also was so insolent as to afiront the king's two 
daughters/ on which account the king hated her to 
a great degree ; yet although these women were 
hated by him, they domineered over others : there 
was only Salome who opposed their good agreement, 
and informed the king of their meetings, as not 
being for the advantage of his affairs ; and when 
those women knew what calumnies she had raised 
against them, and how much Herod was displeased, 
they left off their public meetings and friendly en- 
tertainments of one another ; nay, on the contrary, 
they pretended to quarrel one with another when 
the lung was within hearing. The like dissimula- 
tion did Antipater make use of ; and when matters 
were public, be opposed Pheroras : but still they 
had private cabals, and merry meetings in the night- 
time ; nor did the observation of others do any 
more than confirm their mutual affreement. How- 
ever, Salome knew every thing uiey did, and told 
evei7 thing to Herod. 

2. But he was inflamed with anger at them, and 
chiefly at Pheroras's wife ; for Salome had princi- 
pally accused her. So he got an assembly of his 
friends and kindred together, and there accused 
this woman of many things, and particularly of the 
affronts she had offered his daughters ; and that 
she had supplied the Pharisees with money, by way 
of rewards for what they had done against him, and 
had procured his brother to become his enemy, by 
giving him love-potions. At length he turned his 
speech to Pheroras, and told him that he would 
give him his choice of these two things : — Whether 
be would keep in with his brother, or with his wife! 
And when Pneroxas said that he oertainly would 

' Th«M dangfaten of Harod, whonn Fhcionuf^ wlA aAtmtadf wwm 
flaloBi* aad Bosaaa, two TtTgins, who w«si« bom te-btm of hia two wlvot. 
Klpb «ad PludtA. Sm HwwlM gnMalotjr* AaOii. b. k?». th. I. m«U a 
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die rather than forsake his wife,t — ^Herod, not 
knowing what to do farther in that matter, turned 
his speech to Antipater, and charged him to have 
no intercourse either with Pheroras's wife, or with 
Pheroras himself, or with any one belonging to her. * 
Now, though Antipater did not transgress that his 
injunction publicly, yet did be in secret come to 
their night-meetings : and because he was afraid 
that Salome observed what he did, he procured, by ^ 
the means of his Italian friends, that ne might go 
and live at Rome ; for when they wrote that it was 
proper for Antipater to be sent to Ceesar for some 
time, Herod made no delay, but sent him, and that 
with a splendid attendance, and a great deal of 
money, and ^ve him his testament to cany with 
him,— -wherem Antipater had the kingdom be- 
queathed to him, and wherein Herod was named 
for Antipater's successor; that Herod, I mean, 
who was the son of Mariamne, the high-priest's 
daughter. 

3. Sylleus also, the Arabian, sailed to Rome^ 
without any regard to Caesar's mjnnctions, and this 
in order to oppose Antipater with all his might, as 
to that law-suit which Nioolaus had with him before. 
This Sylleus had also a great contest with Aretas 
his own king ; for he had slain -many others of 
Aretas's friends, and particularly Sohemus, the 
most potent man in the city Petra. Moreover ho 
had prevailed with Phabatns,, who was Herod's 
steward, by giving him a great.^um of money, to 
assist him against Herod ; but .when Herod gave 
him more, he induced him to leave Sylleus, and by 
his means he demanded of him all that Goesar had 
required of him to pay ; but when Svlleus paid no- 
thing of what he was to piy, and did also accuse 
Phabatus to Gsesar, and 9aid that he was not a stew- 
ard for Caasar'B advantage, but for Herod's, Pha- 
batus was angry at him on tJiat account, but was still 
in very great esteem with Herod, and discovered 
-Sylleus's grand secrets, and told the king that Syl- 
leus had com^ted Corinthua^ one of the guards 
of his body, by bribing him, and of' whom he must 
therefore have a care. Accordingly the lung com- 
plied!; for,thia Corinthus, though he was brought up 
in Herod^s kingdom, yet was by birth an Arabian ; 
so the king ordered hun to be taken up immediately, 
and not only him, but two other Arabians,, who were 
caught with him ; the one of them was Sylleus's 
friend, the other the head of a tribe. These last, 
being put to the torture, confessed tha( tiiey had 
preinuled with Corinthus, for a large supc^^f money 
to kill Herod ; and when they.£i4 bfjin fiurther 
examined before Satuminusytheprasident of Syria, 
they were sent to Rome. 

4. However, Herod did not leave off importuning 
Pheroras, but proceeded to force hfan to put away 
his wife ; yet could he not devise any way by whi(£ 
he could bring the woman herself to punishment, 
although he had many causes of hatred to her ; till 
at length he was in such great uneasiness at her, 
that he cast both her and his brother out of his 
kingdom. Pheroras took this injury very patiently, 
and went away into his own tetrarchy [Perea, be- 

f This itfang* olMtlnacgr of Pbarons In nCalnInc hia wlh, wIm wm 
on* of • low flunlly, and nAuin^ to many ocw niwrly Nlated to Hsrod, * 



tliough bo M mrnmitj dtdicd It. m alw that wilb'a adnlMkin to tL. 
eottnoUs of tho other great oottrt-fadlM, tofathor with Horod'a own im. 



porwaltv •• to Phaontol dlvorea and othar marriago, all •» ; 
hcre»orinthaAiitl4. h. xvlL eh. U. wet 4 ; and ^ Hi. lact. S, 
he w«U aooooiitad fbr, bu* oo tho «ai»po«t that Phorotaa beliovoa, aaa 
Horod tiupoetMl, that tha PharlMM'jpndletiOD, as if th« erova of JodM 
should ba tiaaalatad ttom Hsrad to Pbvonfti'a Dostarltr. and 



fti*apastarltr. 

pabbahtar to Pheroras's posterity by this Us wife, also would prove tni« 
bee Aotk^h. sTU.eh.il. seat. 4 { and eh. iU. sMk L 
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yond Jordan], and aware that there should be but 
one end put to his flight, and that should be Herod's 
deaiih ; and that he would never return while he 
was alive. Nor indeed would he return when his 
brother was sick, although he earnestly sent for 
him to come to him, because he had a mind to leave 
some injunctions with him before he died: but 
Herod unexpectedly recovered. A little afterward 
Pberoras himself fell sick, when Herod shewed great 
moderation ; for he came to him and pitied his case, 
and took care of him ; but his affection for him did 
him no good, for Pheroras died a little afterward. 
Now, tfiough Herod bad so great an affection for 
him to the last day of his life, yet was a report spread 
abroad that he had killed him by poison. However, 
he took care to have his dead body carried to Je- 
.roBalem, and appointed a very great mourning to 
the whole nation for him, and bestowed a most 
pompous funeral upon him ;.and this was the end 
that one of Alexander's and Aristobulus's murder- 
ers came to. 



CHAPTER XXX. 

WHSN HEAOD itADB IN^UtRT ABOUT PHERORAS's 
DEAtB, A DISCOVERY WAS HADE THAT ANTlPATEB 
HAD F&EPAiL&D A POtSONOCS DRAUGHT FOR HIM. 
HB&OD CASTS DORIS AND HER ACCOMPLICES, AS 
ALSO MARIAMNE, OUT OF THE PALACE AND BLOTS 
HK& SON HEROD OUT OF HIS TESTAMENT. 

§ 1. But now the ptinishment was transferred unto 
the original author, Antipater, and took its rise from 
the death of Pheroras ; for certain of his freed-men 
came with a sad Countenance to the king, and told 
him that his brother had been destroyed by poison, 
and that his wife had brought him somewhat tliat 
was prepared after an unusual manner, and that 
upon nis eating it, he presently fell into his dis- 
temper ; that Antlpater's moilier and sister, two 
days before, brought a wom&n out of Arabia that 
was skilful in mixing such drugs, that she might 
prepare a love potion for Pheroras ; and that in- 
stead of a love potion, she had given him deadly 
poison ; and that this was done by the manage- 
ment of Sylleus, who was acquainted with that 
woman. 

2. The king was deeply affected with so many 
suspicions, and had the maid-servants and some of 
the free women also tortured ; one of whom cried 
out in her agonies, « May that God that governs 
the earth and the heaven, punish the author of all 
these our miseries, Antlpater's mother 1" The king 
took a handle from this confession, and proceeded 
to inquire farther into the truth of this matter. 
So this woman diseovered the friendship of Antlpa- 
ter's mother to Pheroras and Antipater's women, 
as also their secret meetings, and that Pheroras and 
Antipater had drank with them for a whole night 
together as they returned from the king, and would 
Hot Boffer any body, either man-servant or maid- 
servant, to be there ; white one of the free women 
dlBcovered the whole of the matter. 

8. Upon this, Herod tortured tiie maid-servants, 
every one by themselves separately ; who all unani- 
motnly agreed in the foregoing discoveries, and 
that aooordiuffly by agreement they went away, 
Antipater to Rome, and Pheroras to Perea ; for 
that they oftontiitaeB talked to one another thus : — 



That after Herod had slain Alexander and Aristo- 
bulus, he would fall upon them, and upon their 
wives, because, afteir he had not spared Klariamne 
and her children, he would spare nobody ; and 
that for this reason it was best to get as far off the 
wild beast as they were able : — and that Antipater 
oftentimes lamented his own case before his mo- 
ther ; and said to her, that he had already grey 
hairs upon his head, and that his father grew 
younger again every day, and that perhaps death 
would overtake him before he should begin' to be 
a king in earnest ; and that in case Herod should 
die, which yet nobody knew when it would be, the 
enjoyment of the succession could certainly be but 
for a little time ; for that these heads of Hydra, 
the sons of Alexander and Aristobulus, were grow- 
ing up : that he was deprived by his father of the 
hopes of being succeeded by his children, for that 
his successor after his death was not to be any one 
of his own sons, but Herod the son of Mariamne : 
— that in this point Herod was plainly distracted, 
to think that his testament should werein take 
place ; for he wotdd take care that none of his pos- 
terity should remain, because he was, of all fathers, 
the greatest hater of his children. Yet does be 
hate his brother still worse ; whence it was that 
he a while ago gave himself a hundred talents, that 
he should not have any intercourse with Pheroras. 
And when Pheroras said, wherein have we done 
him any harm \ Antipater replied, ** I wish he 
would but deprive us of all we nave, and leave na 
naked and alive only ; but it is indeed impossible 
to escape this wild beast, who is thus given to 
murder ; who will not permit us to love any person 
openly, although we be together privately; yet 
may we be so openly too, if w^e are but endowed 
with the courage and the hands of men." 

4. These things were said by the women ux)on 
the torture : as also that Pheroras resolved to fly 
with them to Perea. Now Herod gave credit to 
all they said, on account of the affair of the hundred 
talents ; for he had had no discourse with any body 
about them, but only with Antipater. So he vented 
his anger first of all against Antipater's 'mother, 
and took away from her all the ornaments which 
he had given her, which cost a great many talents, 
and cast her out of the palace a second time. He 
also took care of Pheroras's women after their tor- 
tures, as being now reconciled to them ; but he 
was in great consternation himself, and inflamed 
upon every suspicion, and had many innocent per- 
sons led to the torture, out of his fear, lest he should 
perhaps leave any guilty person untortured. 

5. And now it was that he ■betook himself to ex- 
amine Antipater of Samaria, who waa the steward 
of [his son] Antipater ; and upon torturing him, 
he learnt that Antipater had sent for a potion of 
deadly poison for him out of Egypt, by Antiphilus, 
a cofupanion of his ; that Theudio, the uncle of 
Antipater, had it from him, and delivered it to 
Pheroras ; for that Antipater had charged him to 
take his father off while he was at Rome, and so 
free him from the suspicion of doing it himself : 
that Pheroras also committed tiiis potion to his 
wife. Then did the king send for her, and bade 
her bring to him what she had received Immedi- 
ately. So she came out of her house as if ahe 
womd bring it with her, but threw herself down 
from the top of the house, in order to prevent any 
exanunation and torture from the king. However, 
it came to pMB, as it aeeniB by the providence of 
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God, vfhtn he intended to bring Antipater to pu- 
nishment, that she fell not upon her head but upon 
other parts of her body, and escaped. The king, 
when she was brought to him, took care of her (for 
she was at first quite senseless upon her fall), and 
asked her why she had thrown herself down ; and 
gave her his oath, that if she would speak the real 
truth, he would excuse her from punishment ; but 
that i£ she concealed any thing, he would have her 
body torn to pieces by torments^ and leave no port 
of it to be buried. 

6. Upon this the woman paused a little, and then 
said, " why do I spare to speak of these grand se- 
crets, now Pheroras is dead I that would only tend 
to save Antipater, who is all our destruction. 
Hear, then, king, and be thou, and God himself, 
who cannot be deceived, witnesses to the truth of 
what I am goiug to sav. When thou didst ait 
weepmg by Pheroras as he was dymg, then it was 
that he odled me to him, and said, — < My dear 
wife, I have been greatly mistaken as to the dispo- 
sition of my brother towards me, and have hated 
him that is so affectionate to me, and have con- 
trived to kill him who is in such disorder for me 
before I am de%d. As for myself, I receive the 
Teeompense of my impiety; but do thou bring 
what poison was left with us by Antipater, and 
which thou keepest, in order to destvoy him, and 
consume it immediately in the fire in my sight, 
that I may not be liable to the avenger in the in- 
visible world.' This I brought as he bade me, and 
emptied the greatest part of it into the fire, but re- 
served a littto of it for my own use against uncer- 
tain futurity, and out of mv fear of thee." 

7. Whan she had said this, she brought the box, 
which had a small quantity of this potion in it : but 
the king let her al<me, and transferred the tortures 
to AntiphUiis's mother and brother ; who both con- 
fessed that Antipliilus brought the box out of 
Egypt, and diat they had received the potion from 
a brother of his, who was a physician at Alexan- 
dria. Then did the ghosts of Alexander and Aris- 
tobulus go round all the palace, and became the 
inquisitors and discoverers of what could not other- 
wise have been found out, and brought such as 
were the freest from suspicion to be examhied ; 
whereby it was discovered that Mariamne, the 
high-priest's daughter, was conscious of this plot ; 
and her very brothers, when they were tortured, 
declared it so to be. Whereupon the king avenged 
this insolent attempt of the mother upon the son, 
and blotted Herod, whom he had by her, out of 
his testament, who had been before named therein 

• to Antipater. 



CHAPTER XXXI. 

▲NTIPATSft 18 COKVICTXD VT BATBTLLUS ; BUT HB 
STILL &BT0RR8 PBOM BOMB, WITHOUT XNOWIMQ 
IT. HB&on B&INQS HIM TO BIS TRIAL. 

i 1. Aftbb tiiese things were over, Bathylluscame 
under examhiation, in order to convict Antipater^ 
who proved the concluding* attestation to Antipa- 
ter^* designs ; for indeed he was no other than hfe 
freed-man. This man came, and brought another 
deadly potion, the poison of asps and the juices of 
other serpents^ that if the first potion did not do 
the bnaineBS, Pheroras and his wife might be armed 
2 1 ? 



with this also to destroy the king. He brougUt 
also an addition to Antipater'a insolent attomptH 
against his father, which was the letters whi^ hto 
wrote against his brethren, Archelans and Philip, 
who were the king's sons, and educated at Rome, " 
being yet youths, but of generous dispositions. 
Antipater set himself to get rid of these as soon as 
he could, that they might not be prejudicial to his 
hopes ; and to that end he forg&d letters againtft 
them, in the name of his frien£ at Rome. Soinb 
of these he corrupted by bribes, to write how they 
grossly reproached their father, and did openly 
bewul Alexander and Aristobulus, and were uneasy 
at their being recalled ; for their fkther had already 
sent for them, which was the very thing that trou- 
bled Antipater. 

2. Nay indeed, while Antipater was in Judea^ 
and before he was upon his journey to Rome, ins 
gave money to have the like letters against them 
sent from Rome, and then came to his mther, who 
as yet had no suspicion of him, apologised for his 
brethren, and alleged on then: behalf, tlu&t some dl 
the things contained in those letters were false, and 
others of them were only youthful errors. Yet at 
the same time that he expended a great deal of his 
money, by making presents to such as wrote against 
his brethren, did he aim to bring his accounts into 
confusion, by buying costlpr garments, and carpets 
of various contextures, with silver and gold cups, 
and a great many more curious things, that so, 
among the very great expenses laid out upon such 
furniture, he might conceal the money he had used 
in hiring men [to write the letters] ; for he brought 
in an account of his expenses, amounting to two 
hundred talents, his main pretence for which, was 
the Uw-auit that he had been in with Sylleus. So 
while all his rogueries, even those of a lesser sort| 
were covered by his great villany, while all the ex- 
aminations by torture prochumed hb attempt to 
murder his fiither, and the letters prochumed his 
second attempt to murder his brethren, — ^yet did no 
one of those that came to Rome inform him of his 
misfortunes in Judea, although seven months had 
intervened between his conviction and hiff return, — 
60 great was the hatred which they all bore to him. 
And perhaps they were the ghosts of those brethren 
of his that had been murdered, that stopped the 
mouths of those that intended to have told him. 
He then wrote from Rome, and informed his 
[friends] that he would soon come to them, and 
how he was dismissed with honour by Cassar. 

3. Now the king being desirous to get this plot- 
ter against him into his hands, Imd being diso afrafd 
lest he should some way come to the knowledge' how 
his affairs stood, and fa^ upon his guard, he dissem- 
bled his anger in his epistle to him, as in other 
points he wrote khidly to him, and desired him to 
make haste, because, if he came quickly, he would 
then lay aside the oompbunta he had against his 
mother ; for Antipater was not ignorant that his 
mother had been expeUed out of the patece. How- 
ever he had before received a letter, which con- 
tained an account of the death of Pherora^ at Ta- 
rentum,*--«nd made great lamentations at it ; for 
whidi some commended him^ as being for his own 
uncle ; though probably this oonAsion arose on 
account of his having uereby foiled in his plot [on 
his father^ hfe] ; and his tears were mare- for tbe 
loss of him tlnkt was to have been subservient 

* ThU TaroAam bos oobu slUl extant, a» BoUDd iatems m iMMJi 
hU nut*. 
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therein, than for [an uncle] Pheroras : moreover, 
% sort of fear came upon him as to his designs, leist 
the poison should have been discovered. However, 
when he was in Cilicia he received the foremen- 
tioned epistle from his father, and made great haste 
luscordingly. But when he had sailed to Celenderis, 
a suspicion came into his mind relating to his mo- 
ther's misfortunes ; as if his soul foreboded some 
mischidf to itself. Those therefore of his friends 
who wera the most considerate, advised him not 
rashly to go to his father, till he bad learned what 
were the occasions why his motlier had been ejected, 
beoause they were afntid that he might be involved 
in the calumnies that had been cast upon his mo- 
ther ; but those that were less considerate, and had 
more regard to their own desires of seeing their 
native country than to Antipater's safety, persuaded 
him to make haste home, and not, by delaying his 
journey, afford his father ground for an ill suspi- 
cion, and give a handle to those that raised stories 
against him ; for that in case any thing had been 
moved to his disadvantage, it was owins to his ab- 
sence, which durst not have been done nad he been 
present ; — and they said it was absurd to deprive 
himself of certain happiness, for the sake of an un- 
certain suspicion, and not rather to return to his 
father, and take the royal authority upon him, 
which was in & state of fluctuation on his account 
only. Antipaier complied with this last advice ; 
for Providence hurried him on [to his destruction]. 
So he passed over the sea, and landed at Sebastus, 
the haven of Cesaxea. 

4. And hero he found a perfect and unexpected 
solitude, while every body avoided him, Imd nobody 
durst come at him ; for be was equally hated by 
all men ; and now that hatred had libertv to show 
itself, and the dread men were in of the king's 
anger made men keep from him ; for the whole city 
[of Jerusalem] was filled with die rumours about 
Antipaier, and Antipater himself was tiie only 
person who was ignorant of them ; for as no man 
was dismissed more magnificently when he began 
his voyaee to Rome, so was no man now received 
back wiu greater ignominy. And indeed he began 
already to supect what misfortunes there were in 
Herod's family ; yet did he cunningly conceal his 
suspicion ; and while he was inwardly ready to die 
for fear, he put on a forced boldness of countenance. 
Nor could he now fly any whither, nor had he any 
way of emerging out of the difficulties which en- 
compassed bun ; nor indeed had he there any cer- 
tain intelligence of the affairs of the royal family, 
by reason of the threats the king had given out ; 
yet had he some small hopes of better tidings, for 
perhaps nothing had been discovered ; or, if any 
discovery had been made, perhaps he should be 
able to clear himself by impudence and artful 
tricks, which were the only things he relied upon 
for his deliverance. 

5. And with these hopes did he screen himself, 
till he came to the palace, without any friends with 
Itim ; for these were affronted, and shut out at tlie 
first gate. Now Varus, the president of Syria, 
happened to be in the palace [at this juncture] ; so 
Antipater went in to his father, and, putting on a 
bold face, he came near to salute him. But Herod 
stretched out his hands, and turned his head away 
from him, and cried out, *^ Even this is an indica- 
tion of a parricide, to be desirous to get me into his 
arms, when he is under such heinous accusations. 
God confound thee, thou vile wretch ; do not thou 



touch me till thou hast cleared thyself of these 
crimes that are charged upon thee. I apnoint thee 
a court where thou art to be judged : and this Varus, 
who is very seasonably here, to be thy judge ; and 
get thou thy defence ready against to-morrow, for] 
give thee so much time to prepare suitable excuses 
for thyself.'* And as Antipater was so confounded 
that he was able to make no answer to this charge, 
he went away ; but his mother and wife came to 
him, and told him of all the evidence they had gotten 
against him. Heaeupon he recollected himself^ 
and considered what defence he should make against 
the accusations. 



CHAPTER XXXII. 

ANTIPATEB IS ACCUSED BEFORE VARUS, AND IS CON- 
VICTED OF LAYING A PLOT [aOAINST HIS FATH£&] 
BT THE STRONGEST EVIDENCE. HEROD PUTS OFF 
HIS PUNISHMENT TILL HE SHOULD BE RECOVERED^ 
AND IN THE MEANTIME ALTERS HIS TESTAMENT. 

§ 1. Now the day following, the king assembled a 
court of his kinsmen and friends, knd called in Axi- 
tipater's friends also. Herod himself, with Varus, 
were the presidents ; and Herod called for ail the 
witnesses, and ordered them to be brought in ; 
among whom some of the domestic servants of An- 
tipater's mother were brought in also, who had 
but a little while before been caught, as they were 
carrying the following letter from her to her eon : 
— " Since all those things have been already disco- 
vered to thy father, do not thou come to him, unless 
thou canst procure some assistance from Csssar." 
When this and the other witnesses were introduced, 
Antipater came in, and falling on his face before 
his father's feet, he said, <' Father, I beseech thee, 
do not thou condemn me beforehand, but let thj 
ears be unbiassed, and attend to my defence ; for if 
tliou wUt give me leave, I will demonstrate that I 
am innocent." 

2. Hereupon Herod cried out to him to liold his 
p^tce, and spake thus to Varus :— " I cannot but 
think that thou. Varus, and every other upright 
judge, will determine that Antipater is a vile 
wretch. I am also afraid that thou wilt abhor my 
ill fortune, and judge me also myself worthy of aU 
sorts of calamity for begetting such children ; while 
yet I ought rather to be piti^ who have been so 
affectionate a father to such wretched sons ; for 
when I had settled tlie kingdom on my former sonsy 
even when they were young, and when, besides the 
cliarges of their education at Rome, I had made 
them the friends of Caesar, and made them envied 
by other kings, I found them plotting against me. 
These have been put to death, and that, in a great 
measure, for the sake of Antipater ; for as he was 
then young, and appointed to be my successor, I 
took care duefly to secure him from danger : bat 
this profligate wild beast, when he had been over 
and above satiated with that patience which I 
showed him, he made use of that abundance I had 

given him against myself ; for I seemed to liim to 
ve too long, and he twas very uneasy at the old 
age I had arrived at ; nor could hb stay any longer, 
but would be a king by parricide. And justly I 
am served by him for bringing him back out of the 
country to court, wher he was of n^ esteem before, 
and for thrusting out those sons of mine that were 
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bom of the queen, and for making him a successor 
to my dominions. I confess to thee, O Varos, the 
great folly I was gailty of ; for I provoked those 
sons of mine to act against me, and cut off their 
iast expectations for the sake of Antipater ; and 
indeed what kindness did I do to them, that could 
equal what I have done to Antipater ! to whom I 
have, in a manner, yielded up my royal authority 
while I am alive, and whom 1 have openly named 
for the successor to my dominions in my testament, 
and given him a yearl v revenue of his owi of fifty 
talents, and supplied him with money to an extra- 
vagant degree out of my own revenue ; and when 
he was about to sail to Rome, I gave him three 
hundred talents, and recommended him, and him 
alone of all my children, to Csesar, as his father's 
deliverer. Now what crimes were these other sons 
of mine guilty of like those of Antipater 1 and what 
evidence was there brought against them so strong 
as there is to demonstrate this son to have plotted 
against me 1 Yet does this parricide presume to 
speak for himself, and hopes to obscure the truth 
by his cunning tricks. Thou, O Varus, must guard 
thyself against him ; for I know the wild beast, and 
1 fbreeee how plausibly he will talk, and his coun- 
terfeit lamentation. This was he who exhorted me 
to have a care of Alexander, when he was alive, 
and not to'intmst my body with all men I This 
was he who came to my very bed, and looked about, 
lest any one should lay snares for me I This was 
he who took care of my sleep, and secured me from 
any fear of danger, who comforted me under the 
trouble I was in upon the slaughter of my sons, and 
looked to see what affection my surviving brethren 
bore me ! This was my protector, and the guardian 
of my body 1 And when I call to mind, Yams, 
his craftiness upon every occasion, and his art of 
dissembling, I can hardly believe that I am still alive, 
and I wonder how 1 have escaped such a deep 
plotter of mischief 1 However, since some fate or 
other makes my house desobite, and perpetually 
raises up those that are dearest to me against me, 
I will, with tears, lament my hard fortune, and 
privately groan under my lonesome condition ; yet 
am I resolved that no one who thirsts after my 
blood shall escape punishment, although the evi- 
dence should extend itself to all my sons." 

3. Upon Herod's saying this, he was interrupted 
by the eonfofiion he was in ; but ordered Nicolaus, 
one of his friends, to produce the evidence against 
Antipater* But in the meantime Antipater lifted 
up his head (for he lay on the ground before his 
lather's feet) and cried out aloud, *< Thou, O father, 
hast made my apology for me ; for how can I be a 
parricide, whom thou thyself confessest to have al- 
ways had for thy guu^ian f Thou callest my filial 
affection prodigious lies and hypocrisy I how then 
eoold it be that I , who was so subtle in other matters, 
shooid here be so mad as not to understand that it 
was not easy that he who committed so horrid a 
erime should be concealed from men, but impos- 
sible that he should be concealed from the Judge of 
Heaven, who sees all things, and is present every 
where I or did not I know what end my brethren 
came to, on whom God inflicted so great a punish- 
ment for their evil designs against &ee f And in- 
deed what was there that could possibly provoke 
me against thee t Could the hope of being a king 
do it 1 I was a king already. Could I suspect ha- 
tred from thee I No : was I not beloved bv thee 1 
and what other fear could I have ! Nay, by pre- 



serving thee safe, I was a terror to others. Did 
I want money ! No : for who was able to expend 
so much as myself ! Indeed, father, had I been 
the most execrable of mankind, and had I had the 
soul of the most execrable wild beast, must I not 
have been overcome with the benefits thou hadst 
bestowed on me f whom, as thou thyself sayeet, 
thou broughtest [into the palace] ; whom thou didst 
prefer before so many of thy sons ; whom thou 
madest a king in thine own life-time, and, by the 
vast magnitude of the other advantages thou be- 
stowedst on me, thou madest me an object of 
envy. miserable man I that thou shouldst un- 
dergo that bitter absence, and thereby afford a great 
opportunity for envy to rise against thee, and a long 
space for such as were laying designs against thee I 
Yet was I absent, father, on thy affairs, that Sylleus 
might not treat thee with contempt in thine old 
age. Rome is a witness to my filial affection, and 
so is Csesar, the ruler of the habitable earth, who 
oftentimes called me Philopater.* Take here the 
letters he hath sent thee, they are more to be be- 
lieved than the calumnies raised here ; these letters 
are my only apology ; these I use as the demon- 
stration of that natural affection I have to thee. 
Remember, that it was against my own choice that I 
sailed [to Rome], as knowing that latent hatred 
that was in the kingdom against me. It was thou, 

father, however unwillingly, who hast been my 
ruin, by foroing me to allow time for the calunmies 
against me, and envy at me. However, I am come 
hither, and am ready to hear the evidence there is 
against me. If I be a parricide, I have passed 
by land and by sea, without suffering any misfor* 
tunes on either of them : but this method of trial 
is no advantage to me ; for it seems, father, that 

1 am already condemned, both before God and be- 
fore thee ; and as I am already condemned, I beg 
that thou wilt not believe the others that have been 
tortured, but let fire be brought to torment me ; 
let the racks march through my bowels ; have no 
regard to any lamentations that thb polluted body 
can make ; for if I be a parricide, I ought not to 
die without torture." Thus did Antipater cry out 
with lamentation and weeping, and moved all the 
rest, and Yarns in particular, to commiserate his 
case. Herod was the only person whose passioa 
was too strong to permit him to weep, as knowing 
that the testimonies against him were true, 

4. And now it was that, at the kmg's conmiand, 
Nicolaus, when he had premised a great deal about 
the craftiness of Antipater, and had prevented the 
effects of their commiseration to him, afterwards 
brought in a bitter and large accusation against 
him, ascribing all the wickedness that had been in 
the kingdom to him, and especially the murder of 
his brethren, and demonstrated that they had 
perished by the calunmies he had raised against 
them. He also said that he had laid designs 
against them that were still alive, as if they were 
laying plots for the succession ; and (said he) bow 
can it be supposed that he who prepared poison for 
his father, should abstain from mischief as to his 
brethren t He then proceeded to convict him of 
the attempt to poison Herod, and gave an aocoont, 
in order, of the several discoveries that had been 
made ; and had great indignation as to the affiur 
of Pheroras, because Antipater had been for mak- 
ing him murder his brother, and had eormpted 
those that were dearest to the king, and filled the 
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whole pftUce with wickedness ; and when he had 
iasisted on many other accusations, and the proofs 
of them, he left off. 

5. Then Varus bade Antipater make his defence ; 
but he lay long in siiencoy and said no more bnt 
tills :-— « God is my witness that I am entirely in- 
nocent." So Varus asked for the potion, and gave 
U to be drank by a condemned male&etor, who 
was then in prison, who died upon the spot So 
Varus, when he had had a very private dtsoourse 
with Herod, and had written an account of this 
aiwembly to Ceeiar, went away, after a day's stay. 
The kii^ also bound Antipater, and sent away to 
inform Gnsar of his misfortunes. 

6. Now after this, it was discovered that Anti- 
pater had laid a plot against Salome also ; for one 
of Antiphilus's domestic servants came, and brought 
letters from Rome, from the maid-servant of Julia, 
[CoMar's wife], whose name was Acme. By her 
a message was sent to the king, that she had found 
a letter written by Salome, among Julia's papers, 
and had sent it to him privately, out of her good- 
will to him* TiuB letter of Sakuna contained the 
most bitter reproaohes oi the king, and the highest 
neeusation against him. Antipater had forged this 
letter, and had eonupted Acme, and persuaded her 
Id send it to UenxL This was proved by her letter 
to Antipatei^ for thus did this woman write to 
him : — ** Aa thou desirest, I have written a letter 
to thy iatlier, and have sent that letter ; and am 
pewuiided that the king will not apxre his sister 
when he reads it Thou wilt do well to remember 
what thotthaet promised, when all is accomplished." 

7. When thia epistle was discovered, and what tlie 
epistle forged against Salome contained, a suspicion 
eame into the king's mind, that perbi^ the letters 
against Alexander were also forged: he was more- 
over greatly disturbed, and in a passion because he 
bad ahnQSt slain his sister on Antipater's account 
He did no longer delay therefore to bring him to 
pumshment for all his crimes ; yet when he was 
eagerly pursuing Autipater, he was restrained by 
a severe distemper he fell into. However, he sent 
anaeoountte Gnsar about Acme, and thecontri- 
VBOoea againsfr Salome : he sent also for his testa- 
ment» and altered it^ and therein made Antipas 
king, as taking no care of AroheUus and Philip, be- 
oanse Antipater had blasted their reputation with 
him ; bu^ho bequeathed to CoDsar, besides other 
pveaenta tkait he gave him, a thousand talents ; as 
also to his wife, and children, and friends, and fieed- 
men about- five hundred : he also bequeathed to all 
othon a ipeat quantity of land, and of money, and 
showed lus respects to Salene hie sister, by giving 
her most splendid gifts. And this was what was 
CBot a i n ed iu his testament) as it was now alteied. 



CHAPTER XXXIII. 

■IB 00L9BN SiOLE M CUT TO PIBQBS. HBBOD'S 

BAmBAurr whbn bb was bbadt to dib. hb 

ATrBMPTB TOr KILL HIMSELF. HE OOMMANOS AN- 
TIPATBB TO BB SLAIN. HE SUHVIVES HIM FIVE 
DATS, ANB THEN DIBS. 

I 1. Now Herod's distemper became more and 
more eewere to him, and this because these his 
#iaovdere Ml upon him in his old age, and when he 
was in a moUuicholy condition ; ftn: he was already 



almost seventy years of age, and had been brought 
low by the calamities that happened to him about 
his children, whereby he had no pleasure in life, 
even when he was in health ; the grief also that 
Antipater was still alive aggravated his disease, 
whom he resolved to put to death now, not at ran- 
dom, but as soon as he should be well again, and 
resolved to have himelain [in a public manner]. 

2. There also now happened to him among his 
other calamities, a certain popuhur sedition. There 
were two men of learning m the dty [Jerusalem], 
who were thought the moot skillful in the laws of 
their country, and were on that account bad in very 
great esteem all over the nation ; thev were the 
one Judas, the son of Sepphoris, ana the other 
Matthias, the son of MaigJus. There was a great 
concourse of the young men came to these men when 
they expounded the laws, and there got together 
every day a kind of an army of such as were grow- 
ing up to be men. Now when these men were in- 
formed that the king was wearing away with 
mekmcholv, ai^d with a distemper, they dropped 
words to their acquaintance, how it was now a very ' 
proper time to defend the cause of Grod, and to pull 
down what had been erected contrary to the Iam-b 
of their counti7 ; for it waa unlawful there should 
be any such thing in the temple as images, orfaces, 
or the like repreeentatioil of any animal Whatsoever. 
Now the king had put up a golden eagle over the 
great gate of the temple, which tiicse learned men 
exhorted them to cut down : and told them that if 
tliere should any danger arise, it was a glorioua 
thing to die for the Uws of their country ; because 
that the soul was immortal, and that an eternal en- 
joyment of happiness did await such as died on that 
account ; while the mean-spirited, and those that 
were not wise enough to show a right love of their 
souls, preferred death by a diaeue, before that 
which is the result of a virtuous behaviour. 

3. At the same time that these men made this 
ftpeech to their disciples, a rumour waa spread 
abroad that the king waa dyuig^ whidi made the 
young men set about the work w-itii greater boldness ; 
they therefore let themselves down from the top of 
tiie temple with thick oorda^ and this at mid*^day, 
and while a great number of people were in the 
temple, and out down that golden eagle with axes. 
Thia was presently told to the king's captain of the 
temple, who came running with a great body of 
soldiers, and caught about forty of the young men, 
and brought them to the king. And when he aaked 
them, first of all, whether they had been so hardy 
as to cut down the golden engli^ they oonfeased they 
had done so ; and when, he aaked them by whose 
conunand they had done it, they replied at the com- 
mand of the law of their country ; and when he 
farther asked them how they could be ho joyfnl 
when they wwe to be put to death, they replied, 
because they should enjoy greater happiueaa after 
they were dead.* 

• Hnw lo th«M two aMtioH w« have an •vliMBtMeooat of (fatf i*wiaa 
oplnloiw In Um days of Joaephus, atioal, • fiiUtra hamv aUaai, and tb* 
icaumwtiun uT tho d«ad, a« to Um New TMtamrat <JohB aL M). I ahaU 
h«ra rcAir to other plaoee In Jaeephu*, baibnr he beoame a OUboUa 
Cbriitiaii, which ooDotn the aama maUan. Of tba War, h. M. oh. tHL 
Kct. 10, II ; b. in. ch. vlll. eeet. 4; b. vU. eh. ▼l.eeet.7i Okntr. Aptoo, 
b. lLMet.aO; whare w« may oteerrt, that noaflboT Uww HMM«a* ar* la 
hb Bouka of Autlqultiee, wnttea peeuUarlr fcr tbt aa of Iha Oenais. 
to whom he thooght It not proper to Inilat on loptee to mndi oat off 
UMtr way as thee* w«m. Bar it this obewraOoii to »« oaittod hm^ 
eapcclally oo aooottnt of the ernklble diffcmioe we have now bafera ua 
In Joeirphiaal reprewntatlon of the aifliumenia u «d hr Oie labUna to 

Crwiada their wholan to hasard thalr hva* Cor the «liJl«aiian </ Qvd'a 
pr a^ainat Image*, by Moaet, ae wett aa of the anewan thOM adtolara 
■tade to Herod, when they were eauabt, and n«dy to dia Ihr the tama; 
I mean •■ ouniparad with the paimlki aiBvoieau and anaw 
eeaiad la the AatlqulOee, b. x«U. eh. vl. wot. fl^«. A Ufci 
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4. At this the king was in such an extravagant 
insBion, that heoTercamehis disease [for the time], 
and wont out, and spake to the people ; wherein he 
made a terrible accusation aeainst those men, as 
being guilty of sacrilege, and as making greater 
attempts under pretence of their law ; and he 
tliought they deserved to be punished as impious 
perdons. Whereupon the people were afraid lest a 
great number shocdd be found guilty, and desired 
that when he had first punished ^ose tliat put 
them upon this work, and then tliose that were 
caught m it, he would leave off his anger as to the 
rest Willi this the king complied, though not 
witliout difficulty ; and ordered those that had let 
themselves down, together with their rabbins, to be 
burnt all ve ; but delivered the rest that were 
caught to the proper ufficen, to be put to death by 
them. 

5. After this the distemper seized his whole body, 
and greatly disordered all its parts with various 
symptoms ; for there was a gentle fever upon him, 
and an intolerable itching over nil the surface of his 
body, and continual pains in his colon, and dropsical 
tumours about his feet, and an inflammation of the 
abdomen, — and a putrefaction of his privy member, 
that produced worms. Besides which he had a 
difficulty of breatliing upon him, and could not 
breathe but when he sat upright, and had a convul- 
sion of oU his members ; insomucli that the diviners 
said those diseases were a punishment upon him 
for what he bad done to tlie rabbins. Yet did he 
struggle with his nunuacous disorders, and still had 
a detiire to live, and hoped for recovery, and consi- 
dered several methods of cure. Accordingly, he 
went over Jordan, and made use of those hot batlis 
at Caliirrhoe, which run into the lake Asphaltitis, 
but are themselves sweet enough to be drank. And 
here the physicians thought proper to bathe his 
whole body in warm oil, by. letting it down into a 
large vessel full of oil ; wliereupon his eyes failed 
him, and he came and went as if he were dying ; 
and as a tumult was then made by his servants, at 
their voice he revived again. Yet did he after this 
despau: of recovery, and gave orders that each sol- 
dier should have fifty drachmso a-piece, and that 
bis commanders and uiends should have great sums 
of money given them. 

6. He then returned back and came to Jericlio, 
in such a melancholy etate of body as almost 
threatened him with present death, when he pro- 
ceeded to attempt a horrid wickedness ; for he got 
together the moftt illustrious men of tlie whole 
Jewish ^nation, out of «very village, into a place 
called the Hippodrome, and there shut them in. 
lie then called £» his sister Salome, and her hus- 
band Alexas, and made this speech to them :— " I 
know well enough that the Jews will keep a festival 
npon my death ; however, it is in my power to be 
mourned for on other accounts, and to have a 
splendid funeral, if you will but be subservient to 
my commands. Do you but take care to send sol- 
diers to encompass these men that are now in cus- 
tody, and slay them immediately upon my death, 
and then all Judea, and ovexy family of them, will 
weep at it whether they will or no." 

7. These were the commands he gave them : 

twtwwn Jcwbh and 0«ntflc notions, the imdtr will And in my not** on 
▲ntlqvUlm, b. Ul. eh. vll. tMt.7: b. sv. «h. Iz. ' ~ 



t of /111* thiM Jawiah MCts la iIm AntiqnlUM, b. xili. ch. 
T. MOC V, and eh. x. mseU 4 and S ; b. xvIlL oh. 1. aect. ft ; and oomparod 
whh this In hla Wan of tho Jews, b. IL cb. vlll. MOt. S. 14. Nor doc* 
Sl Paul hhnwir rtaaon to OentUoa at Athmis, AeU jitU. 10, 31, •• he 
*am !• On Jewaln hb Epiaitaa. 



when there came letters from his ambassadors at 
Rome, whereby information was given that Acme 
was put to death at Ceesar's command, and that 
Antipater was condemned to die ; however, they 
write withal, that if Herod had a mind rathor to 
banish him, Ceesar permitted hun so to do. So he* 
for a little while revived, and had a desire to live ; 
but presently after he was overborne by his pains^ 
and was disordered by want of food, and by a con- 
vulsive cough, and endeavoured to prevent a natural, 
death ; so be took an apple, and asked for a knife, ' 
for he used to pare apples and eat them ; he then 
looked round about to see that there was nobody to 
hinder him, and lifted up his right hand as if be 
would stab himself ; but Achiabus, his first cousin, 
came running to him, and held his hand, and hin- 
dered him from so doing ; on which occasion a very 
freat lamentation was made in the pahice as if tlie 
ing were expiring. As soon as ever Antipater 
heard that, he took courage, and with joy in his 
looks, besought his keepers, for a sum of money, to 
loose him and let him go ; but the principal keeper 
of the prison did not only obstruct hun in that his 
intention, but ran and told the lung what his design 
was ; hereupon the king cried out louder than his 
distemper would well Mar, and immediately pent 
some ox bis guards and slew Antipater ; he also 
gave order to have him buried at Hyrcanium, and 
altered his testament again, — ^and therein made 
Archehtus, his eldest son, and the brother of Anti- 
pas, his successor ; and made Antipas tetrarcfa. 

8. So Herod, havmg survived the slaughter of his 
son five days, died, having reigned thurty-four years, 
since he had caused Antigonus to be slain, and ob 
tained his kingdom ; but thirty-seven years since 
he had been made king by the Romans. Now, as 
for his fortune, it was prosperous in all other re- 
spects, if ever any other man could be so ; since, 
from a private man, he obtained the kingdom, and 
kept^ it 80 long, and left it to his own sons ; but 
still in his domestic affairs, be was a most unfortu 
nate man. Now before the soldiers knew of his 
death, Salome and her husband came out and dis- 
missed those that were in bonds, whom the king had 
commanded to be slain, and told them he had al- 
tered his mind, and would have every one of them 
sent to their own homes. When these men were 
gone, Salome told the soldiers [the king was dead], 
and got them and the rest of the multitude togeUier 
to an assembly, in the amphitheatre at Jericho, 
where Ptolemy, who was intrusted by the king with 
his signet-ring, came before them, and spake of the 
happiness the king had attained, and comforted the 
multitude, and i^ead the epistle which had been left 
for the soldiers, wherein be earnestly exhorted 
them to bear good-will to his successor ; and after 
he had read the epistle, he opened and read his tes- 
tament, wherein Philip was to inherit Trachonitis, 
and the neighbouring countries, and Antipas was to 
be tetrarch, as we said before, and Archelaus waa 
made king. He had also been commanded to cany 
Herod's ring to Ceesar, and the settlements he had 
made, sealed up, because Ceesar was to be lord of 
all the settlements he had made, and was to confirm 
his testament ; and he ordered that the dispositions 
he had made were to be kept as they were in bia 
former testament. 

9. So there was an accUmatiou made to Arche- 
laus,ito congratulate him upon his advancement ; and 
the soldiers, with the multitude, went round about 
in troops, and promised him their good-will, and 
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bwides, prayed God to bleashiBgoTemment After 
thi% they betook themaelres to prepare for the 
kuDg's funeral ; aod Archelaus omitted nothing of 
magnifioenoe therein, bnt brought out all the royal 
ornaments to augment the pomp of the deceased. 
There was a bier all of gold, embroidered with pre- 
eioua stones, and a purple bed of rarious contexture 
with the dead body upon it, covered with purple ; 
and a diadem was put upon his head, and a crown 
of gold aboTo it, and a sceptre in his right hand ; and 
Dear to the bier were Herod's sons, and a multitude 



of his kindred ; next to whom came his guards, and 
the regiment of Thraeians, the Germans also and 
Gauls, all accoutred as if they were going to war ; 
but the rest of the army went foremoat, armed, and 
following their captains and officers in a regular 
manner : after whom, five hundred of his domestie 
servants and freed-men fiollowed, with sweet spioea 
in their hands ; and the body was carried two niin- 
dred furlongs, to Herodium, where he had given 
order to be buried. And this shall suffice lor the 
conclusion of the life of Herod. 



BOOK II. 

COKTAlKinQ THE INTERVAL OF SIXTY-NINE YEAJiS. 

PROM THE DEATH OP HEROD TILL VESPASIAN WAS SENT TO SUBDUE THE 

JEWS BY NERO. 



CHAPTER I. 



auchblaus makes a funekal feast for the 
people, on account of herod. after which 
a great tumult is raised by the multi- 
tude, and he sends tub soldiers out upon 

THEM, WHO DESTROY ABOUT THREE THOUSAND OF 
TUEX. 

§ 1. Now the necessity which Archelaus was under 
of taking a journey to Rome was the occasion of 
new disturbances ; for when he liad mourned for 
his father seven days,* and had given a very ex- 
pensive funeral feast to the multitude (which custom 
IS the occasion of poverty to many of the Jews, be- 
cause they are forced to feast the multitude ; for if 
any one omits it, he is not esteemed a holy person), 
ho put on a white garment, and went up to the 
temple, where the people accosted him with various 
acclamations. He also spake kindly to the multi- 
tude, from an elevated seat and a throne of gold, 
and returned them thanks for the zeal they had 
shown about his father's funeral, and the submis- 
sion they had made to him, as if he were already 
settled in the kingdom ; but he told them withal, 
that he would not at present take ngon him either 
the authority of a king, or the names thereto be- 
lonf||ing, until Ca»ar, who is made lord of this whole 
affair by the testament, eonfinne the succession ; 
for that when the soldiers would have set tlie diadem 
on his head at Jericho, he wonld not accept of it ; 
but that he would make abuudant requitals, not to 
the soldiers only, but to the people^ for their ahusrity 
and good -will to him, when the superior lords [the 
Romans] should have given him a complete title to 

• Hear Dmui Aldrlohl nottoa thU plMei **Th« Uw or etutom oTtb* 
J«wt iMfii h«) rMiptiw wren d*jra mounlnf §ut the dMd (Antlq. !». 
XTiLgh. vkli. nnX «)i wImum tiie«otlioroFth« bookorKpclMlMOeos 
(eh. xxiU lai aMigm mtmi diivs as th« |iroiMr tlnw of moumlng An- Um 
iMtl, aaa (eh. xunill. 17) • njoina men to mourn te tha daad. Uiaft 
ib«y may aot b« aril apohan oT; Ibr, aa Jaaaphna ukj* pnaandv, it any 
an* ooiita tMa mouniliif [ruoeraJ feMt], ha la not astaamad a koly par. 
a>j«. Now u la eanaia that mieh a aevaa daya moamlng baa baan coa- 
ttutmrj firom t4mm oTtha graateat antiquity, 6«n. I. 10. ISinaral ftaata 
am al« nianUoaad aacf eunaidambia antiquity, Baak. kxI«. 17; in. 
jivl. 7i Hkw. xsaL 0. DmO. u?1. U| Joaapbua, (Oftba War. h. Ul 
ah. Is. auec A.) . r- . 



tiie kingdom ; for that it should be his study to ap» 
pear in all thinp better than his father. 

2. Upon this the multitude was pleased, and 
presently made a trial of what be intended, by asking 
ereat things of him ; for some mode a clamour that 
ne would ease them in their taxes ; others, that he 
would take off the daties upon commoditieB ; and 
some, that he would loose those tliat were in prison ; 
in all which cases he answered readily to their 
satisfaction, in order to get the good-will of the 
multitude ; after which he o£ferd [the proper] 
sacrifices, and feasted with his friends. And here 
it was that a great many of those that desired in- 
novations came in crowds towards evening, and 
began then to mourn on their own account, when 
the public mourning for the king was over. These 
lamented those that were put to death by Herod, 
because they had cut down the golden eagle that 
had been over the gate of the temple. Iu»r was 
this mourning of a private nature, but the Uunen- 
tations were very great, the mourning solemn, and 
the weeping such as was loudlv heard all over the 
city, as being for those men who had perished for 
the laws of their eountrv, and for the temple. They 
cried out, that a punishment ought to be inflicted 
for these men upon those that were honoured by 
Herod ; and that, in the first place, the man whom 
he had made high-priest diould be deprived ; and 
that it was fit to choose a person of greater piet/ 
and purity than he was. 

3. At tiiese cUmours Archelaus was provoked ; 
but reatroued himself from taking vengeance on the 
authors, on account of the haste he was in of going 
to Rome, as fearing lest, upon his making war on 
the multitade, such an action might detain him at 
home. Accordingly, he made trial to quiet the in- 
novatbrs by persuasion rather than by foroe, and 
sent his general ui a private way to ^em, and by 
him exhorted them to be quite. But the seditions 
threw stones at him, and drove him away, as he 
came into the temple, and before he oould say an/ 
thing to them. The like treatment they showed 
to others, who came to them after him, many of 
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whom were sent by Arehelam, in order to reduce 
them to sobriety, and these answered still on all 
occasions after a passionate manner ; and it openly 
appeared that they woald not be quiet, if their 
numbers ^ere bat considerable. And indeed, at 
the feast of unleaTened bread, which was now at 
hand, and is by the Jews called the passoTor, and 
need to be celebrated with a great number of sacri- 
fices, and an innumerable multitude of people came 
out of the country to worship : some of these stood 
in the temple bewailing the rabbins [that had been 
put to death], and procured their sustenance by 
begzing, in order to support their sedition. At this 
ArcbeUus was affrighted, and privately sent a tri- 
bune, with a cohort of soldiers, upon them, before 
the disease should spread over the whole multitude, 
and gave orders that ti^ey should constrain those 
that began the tumult, by force, to be quiet At 
these the whole multitude was irritated, and threw 
stones at many of the soldiers, and killed them ; 
but the tribune fled away wounded, and had much 
ado to escape so. After which they betook them- 
selves to tneir sacrifices, as if thev had done no 
mischief ; nor did it appear to Archelaus that the 
multitude could be restrained without bloodshed ; 
so he sent his whole army upon them, the footmen 
in great multitudes, by the way of the city, and the 
horsemen by the way of the plun, who, falling upon 
them on the sudden, as they were offering their 
sacrifices, destroyed about three thousand of them ; 
but the rest of the multitude were dispersed upon 
the adjoining mountains : these were followed by 
Arehelaua's heralds, who commanded every one to 
retire to their own homes ; whither they aU went, 
and left the festival. 



CHAPTER II. 

ARCHELAUS GOES TO SOME WITH A GREAT NUMBER 
OF HIS kindred: he is there accused BEFORE 
CESAR BT ANriPATER ; BUT IS SUPERIOR TO HIS 
ACCUSERS IN JUDGMENT, BT THE MEANS OF THAT 
DEFENCE WHICH MIC0LAU3 MADE FOR HIM. 

$ 1. Archelaus went down now to the sea-side, 
with his mother and his friends, Poplas, and Pto- 
lemy, and Nieolaus, and left behind him Philip, to 
be his steward in the palace, and to take care of 
his domestic affairs. &klome went also along with 
him with her sons, as did also the king's brethren 
and sons-in-law. These, in appearance, went to 
give bun all the assistance they were able, in order 
to secure his succession, but in reality to accuse him 
for his breach of the laws by what ne had done at 
the temple. 

2. But as they were come to Ceearea, Sabinus, the 
procurator of Syria, met them ; he was going up to 
Judea, to secure Herod's effects ; but Varus, [pre- 
sident of Syria], who was come thither, restrained 
him from going any further. This Varus, Arche- 
laus had sent for, by the earnest entreaty of Pto- 
lemy. At this time, indeed, Sabinus, to gratify 
Varus, neither went to the citadeb, nor did he shut 
up the treasuries where his father's money was laid 
up, but promised that he would lie still, until Coesar 
snould have taken cognizance of the affair. So he 
abode at Cesarea ; but as soon as those that were 
his hiuderance wdre gone, when Varus was gone 
to Autiocli, and Archelaus was sailed to Rome, he 



immediately went on to Jerusalem, and seised upon- 
the palace ; and when he had called for the gover- 
nors of the citadels, and the stewards [of the kmg's 
private affairs], he tried to sifit out the accounts of 
the money, and to take possession of the citadels. 
But the gove^ors of those citadels were not un- 
mindful of the commands Uud upon them by Arche- 
laus, and continued to guard diem, and said, tlie 
custody of them rather belonged to Cseear than to 
Archelaus. 

3. In the meantime Antipas went also to Rome, 
to strive for the kingdom, and to insist that the 
former testament, wherein he was named to bo 
king, was valid before the latter testament. Salome 
had alsd promised to assist him, as had many of 
Archelaus's kindred, who sailed along with Arche^ 
laus himself also. He also carried along with him 
his mother, and Ptolemy, the brother of Nieolaus, 
who seemed one of great weight, on account of the 
great trust Herod put in him, he having been one 
of his most honoured friends. However, Antipas 
depended chiefly upon Ireneus, the orator ; upon 
whose authority he had rejected sudi as ad- 
vised him to vield to Archelaus, because he was 
his elder brother, and because the second testament 
gave the kingdom to him. The inclinations also of 
all Archelaus's kindred, who hated him, were re- • 
moved to Antipas, when they came to Rome ; al- 
though, in the first place, every one rather desired 
to live under their own laws [without a king], and 
to be under a Roman governor ; but if they should 
fail in that point, these desired that Antipas might 
l>e their king. 

4. Sabinus did also afford these his assistance to 
the same purpose by the letters he^sent, wherein he 
accused Archelaus before Ciesar, and highly com- 
mended Antipas. Salome also, and those with her» 
put the crimes which they accused Archelaus of in 
order, and put them into Caesar's hands ; and after 
they had done that, Archelaus wrote down the 
reasons of hb claim, and, by Ptolemy, sent in his 
father's ring, and hb fether's accounts ; and when 
Cnsar had maturely weighed by himself what both 
had to allege for themselves, as also had considered 
of the great burden of the kingdom, the brgeness 
of the revenues, and withal the number of children 
Herod had left behind him, and had moreover read 
the letters he had received from Varus and Sabmus 
on thb occasion, he assembled the principal porsona 
among the Romans together (in which assembly 
Cains, the son of Agrippa, and hb daughter Julias, 
but by himself adopted for hb own son, sat in the 
first seat) and gave the pleaders leare to speak. 

5. Then stood up Salome's son, Antipater (who 
of all Archebus's antagonists was the shrewdest 
pleader), and accused him in the following speech: 
— That Archebus did in words contend lor the 
Idngdom, but that in deeds he had long exercised 
royal authority, and so did insult Caesar indesbing 
to be now heard on that account, since he had not 
staid for hb determination about the succession, 
and since he had suborned certain persons, after 
Herod's death, to move for putting the dbdem upon 
his head ; since he Iiad set himself down in the 
tlirone, and given answers as a king, and altei*ed 
tlie dbposition of the armv, and granted to some 
higher dignities : that he had also complied in all 
things with the people in the requests they had 
made to him as to their king, and hkd also dismissed 
those that had been put into bonds by hb father, 
for most important reasons. Now, after aU Uiis, 
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he desires the shadow of that royal authority, whose 
BubstaBce he had abready seized to himself, and so 
hath made Ciesar lord, not of things, but of words. 
He also reproached him.&rther, that his mourning 
for his father was only pretended, while be put on 
a sad countenance in the day-time, but drank to 
great excess in the night ; from which behaviouTy 
he said, the Ute disturbances among the multitude 
came, while they had an indignation thereat ; and 
indeed the purport of his whole discourse was to 
aggravate Archelaus^s crime in slaying such a 
multitude about the temple, which multitude 
came to the festival, but were barbarously slain 
in the midst of their own sacrifices ; and he said 
there was such a vast number of dead bodios 
heaped together in the temple, as even a foreign 
war, should that come upon them [suddenly], before 
it was denounced, could not have heaped together ; 
and he added, that it was the foresight liis father 
had of that his barbarity, which made him never 
give him any hopes of the kingdom ; but when hia 
mind was more infinn than his body, and he was 
not able to reason soundly, and did not well know 
what was the character of that son, whom in his 
second testament he made his successor ; and this 
was done by him at a time when he had no com- 
plaints to make of him whom he had named before, 
when he was sound in body, and when his mind 
was free from all passion. That, however, if any 
one should suppose Herod's judgment, when he was 
sick, was superior to that at another time, yet had 
Archelaus forfeited his kingdom by his own beha^ 
viour, and those his actions, which were contrary 
to the law, and to its disadvantage. Or what sort 
of a king will this man be,, when he hath obtained 
tlie government from Ceesar, who hath sUin bo 
many before be hath obtained it ! 

6. When Antipater had spoken largely to this 
purpose, and had produced a great number of Ar- 
chelaus's kindred as witnesses, to prove every part 
of the accusation, be ended his discourse. Then 
stood up Nicolaus to plead for Archelaus. He al- 
leged that the sla^ghter in the temple could not be 
avoided ; that those that were slam were become 
enemies not to Archdaus's kingdom only, but to 
Ciesar, who was to determine about him. He also 
demonstrated, that Archelaus's accusershad advised 
him to perpetrate otlier things of which he might 
have been accused ; but he insisted that the laUer 
testament should, for this reason, above all others, 
be esteemed valid, because Herod had tlierein ap- 
pomted Ciesar to be. the person who should confinn 
the succession ; for he who showed such prudence 
as to recede from his own power, and yield'it up to 
the lord of the world, cannot be supposed mistaken 
ih his judgment about him that was to be his heir ; 
and he tliat so well knew whom to choose for arbi- 
trator of the succession, could not be unaci^uainted 
with him whom hr chose for his successor. 

7. When Nicoiuuts had gone through all he had 
to say, ArcheUus came, and fell down before 
Coesar's knees, without any noise ; — upon which he 
raised him up, after a very obliging manner, and 
decUred, that truly he was worthy to succeed his 
Ikther. However, he still made no firm determi- 
nation in his case ; but when he had dismissed 
those assessors that had been with him that day, he 
deliberated by himself about the allegations which 
be had heard, whether it were fit to constitute any 
«f those named in the testaments for Herod's suc- 
cessor, or whether the government should be parted 



among all his posterity ; and tlus because of ihe 
number of those that seemed to stand in need of 
support therefrom. 



CHAPTER IIL 

THE JEWS FIGHT ▲ GREAT BATTLE WFTH SABIlfUS's 
SOLDIERS, AND A GREAT DESTRUCTION IS MADE 
AT JERUSALEM. 

§ 1. Now before Caesar had determined any thing 
about tliese afiairs, Malthace, Archelaus's mother, 
foil sick and died. Letters also were brought out 
of Syria from Varus, about a revolt of the Jews. 
This was foreseen by Varus, who accordingly, after 
Archelaus was sailed, went up to Jerusalem to re- 
strain the promoters of the sedition, since it was 
manifest that the natiou would not be at rest ; ro 
he left one of those legions which he brought with 
him out of Syria in the city, and went himself to 
Autioch. But Sabinus came, after he was gone, 
and gave tliem an occasion of making innovations ; 
for ho compelled the keeper of the citadels to deli- 
ver them up to him, and made a bitter scardi after 
the king's money, as depending not only on the sol- 
diers wlio were left by Varus, but on the multitude 
of his own servants, all whom he armed and usud 
as the instruments of his covetousness. Now when 
that feast, which was observed after seven weeks, 
and which the Jews called Pentecost (i. «. the 50tli 
day) was at hand, its name beuig taken from the 
number of the days [after the Passover], the people 
got together, but not on account of tlie accustomed 
divine worship, but of the indignation they had [at 
tlie present state of afiairs]. Wherefore an im- 
mense multitude ran together, out of Galilee, and 
Idumea, and Jericho, and Perea that was beyond 
Jordan ; but the people that naturally belonged to 
Judea itself were above the rest boUi in number 
and in the alacrity of the men. So they distributed 
themselves into three parts, and pitched their camps 
in three pUces ; one at the north side of the temple, 
anotlier at the south side, by the Hippodrome, and 
the third part were at the palace on the west So 
they lay round about the Romans on every side, 
and besieged them. 

2. Now Sabinus was affrighted, both at their 
multitude and at their courage, and sent messen- 
gers to Varus coniinuallv, and besought him to 
come to his succour quickly;^ for that, if he dehiyed, 
his legion would be cut to pieces. As for Sabinua 
himself, he got up to the highest tower of the for- 
tress, which was called Phawelus ; itisof the saxiie 
name with Hei-od*s brother, who was destroyed by 
the Pariliians ; and then he made signs to the sol- 
diers of that legion to attack the enemy ; for his 
astonishment was so great, that he durst not go 
down to hb own men. Hereupon the soldiers were 
prevailed upon, and leaped out into the temple, and 
fought a terrible battle with the Jews ; m which, 
while there were none over their heads to distress 
them, they were too hard for them, by then: skill, 
and the others' want of skill in war ; but when once 
many of the Jews had gotten up to the top of the 
cloisters and threw their darts downwards upon the 
heads of tlie Romans, there were a great many of 
Uiem destroyed. Nor was it easy to avenge them- 
selves upon tiiooe that threw their weapons from 
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on high, nor was it more easy for them to snetain 
thoee who came to fight them hand to hand. 

3. Sinee therefore the Romans were sorely af- 
flicted by both these circnmstances, they set fire to 
the cloisters, which were works to be admired, both 
on account of their magnitude and costliness. 
Whereupon those that were above them were pre- 
sently encompassed with the flame, and many of 
them perished therein ; as many of them also were 
destroyed by the enemy, who came suddenly upon 
them ; some of them also threw themselves down 
from the walla backward, and some there were, 
"mho, from tho desperate condition they were in, 
prevented the fire, by killing themselves with their 
own swords ; but so many of them as crept out 
from the walls, and came upon the Romans, were 
easily mastered by them, by reason of the astonish- 
ment they were under ; until at last some of the 
Jews being destroyed, and others dispersed by the 
terror they were in, the soldiers fell upon the trea- 
sure of God, which was now deserted, and plundered 
about four hundred talents, of which sum Sabinus 
got tDgether all that was not carried away by the 
soldiers. 

4. However, this destruction of the works [about 
the tomple], and of the men, occasioned a much 
greater number, and those of a more warlike sort, 
tu get together, to oppose the Romans. These en- 
compassed the palace round, and threatened to 
destroy all that were in it, unless they went their 
ways quickly; for they promised that Sabinus 
should come to no harm, if he should go out with his 
legion. There were also a great many of tile king's 

Sarty who deserted the Romans, and assisted the 
ews ; yet did the most warlike body of them all, 
who were three thousand of the meu of Sebasto, go 
over to the Romans. Rufus also, and Gratus, 
tlieir captains, did the same (Gratus having the foot 
of the king's party under him, and Rufus the 
horse) ; each of whom, even without tlie forces 
under tliem, were of great weight, on account of 
their strength and wisdom, which turns the scales 
in war. Kow the Jews persevered in the siege, 
and tried to break down the walls of the fortress, 
and cried out to Sabinus and his party, that they 
should go their ways, and not prove a hindrance to 
them, now they hoped after a long time,'to recover 
that ancient liberty which their forefathers had 
enjoyed. Sabinus indeed was well contented to 
gee out of the danger be was in ; but he distrusted 
the asbucances the Jews gave him, and suspected 
such gentle treatment was but a bait laid as a snare 
for tiiem : this consideration, together with the 
hopes he had of succour from Varus made him bear 
tlie siege stUl longer. 



CHAPTER IV. 

BSBOD^S VETERAN 80LDIEBS BBOOME TUMULTUOUS. 
TUB &OBBEUBS OF JUBAS. SIMON AND ATHRON- 
OfSOUS- TAKE THE NAME OP KINO UPON THKM. 

§ 1. Ax this time there were great disturbances in 
Um GDuntry, and that m many places ; and the op- 
portoniAy that now offered itself induced a great 
many to set up for kings ; and indeed in Idumea 
two thousand of Herod's veteran soldiers got toge- 
ther, and armed themselves, and fought against 
ttiose of the king's party ; against whom Achaibus, 



the king's first cousin, fought, and that out of some-.. . 
of the places that were the nioiTstrongly fortified ; 
but so as to avoid a direct conflict with tnem in the 
plains. In Sepphoris also, a city of Galilee, there 
was one Judas (the son of the arch robber Heze- 
kias, who formerly over-ran the country, and had 
been subdued by king Herod) ; this man got no. 
small multitude together, and broke open ^e place 
where the royal armour was Uid up, and aimed 
those about him, and attacked those that were so 
earnest to gain the dominion. 

2. In Perea also, Simon, ooe of the servants to 
the king, relying upon the handsome appearance, 
and tallnesB of his body, put a diadem upon his 
own head also ; he also went about with a company 
of robbers that he had gotten together, and burnt 
down the royal palace that was at Jericho, and 
many other costly edifices besides, and procured 
himself very easily spoils by rapine, as snatehing 
them out of the fire ; and he had soon burnt down 
all the fine edifices, if Gratus, the captain of the 
foot of the king's party, had not taken the Traohon- 
ite archers, and the most warlike of Sebaste, and 
met the man. His footmen were slain in the bat- 
tle in abundance ; Gratus also cut to pieces Simon 
himself, as he was fiying along a strait valley, when 
he gave him an oblique stroke npon his neck, aa 
be ran away, and brake it. The royal palaces that 
were near Jordan, at Betfaaramptha, were also burnt 
down by some other of the seditious that came out 
of Perea. 

S. At this time it was that a certain shepherd 
ventured to set himself up for a king : he was 
called Athrongeus. It was his strengUi of body 
that made him expect such a dignity, as well as 
his souly which despised death ; and besides these 
qualifications, he had four brethren like himself. 
He put a troop of armed men under each of these 
his brethren, and made use of them as his generals 
and commanders, when he made his incursions, 
while he did himself act like a king, and meddled 
only with the more important affairs ; and at this 
time he put a diadem about his head, and continued- 
after that to over-run the country for no little time 
with his brethren, and became their leader in kill- 
ing both the Romans and those of the king's party ;• 
nor did any Jew escape him, if any gain could ac- 
crue to him thereby. He once ventured toenoonw 
pass a whole body of Romans at Emmaus, who 
were carrying com and weapons to their legion : 
bb men shot their arrows and darts, and thereby 
slew their centurion Arius, and forty of the stoutest 
of his men, while the rest of them, who were in 
danger of the same fate, upon the coming of Gra- 
tus, with those of Sebaste, to their assistance, es^ 
ea[Med ; and when these men had thus served both 
their own countrymen and foreigners, and that 
through this whole war, three of them were after 
some time subdued ; the eldest by Archelaus, the 
two next by falling into the hands of Gratus and 
Ptolemeus ; but the fourth delivered himself up to 
Archelaus, upon his giving him his right liand for 
his security. However, this tlieir end was not till 
afterward, while at present tliey filled all Judea 
with a piratic war. 
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CHAPTER V. 

VARUS 00MP08BS TRB TUMULTS IN JUDEA» AND CRU- 
CIFIES ABOUT TWO THOUSAND OP THE SEDITIOUS. 

i 1. Upon Varus's reception of the letters that 
were written by Sabinus and the captains, he conid 
not avoid being afraid for the whole legion [he 
bad left there]. So he made haste to their relief, 
and took with him the other two legions, with the 
four troops of horsemen to them belonging, and 
marched to Ptolemais — ^having given orders for 
the auxiliaries that were sent by the kings and go- 
vernors of cities to meet him there. Moreover, he 
received from the people of Berytns, as he passed 
throngh their city, fifteen hundred armed men. 
Now as soon as the other body of auxiliaries were 
eome to Ptolemais, as well as Aretas tlie Arabian 
(who, out of the hatred he bore to Herod, brought 
A great army of horse and foot), Varus sent a part 
of his army presently to Galilee, which lay near to 
Ptolemais, and Caius, one of his friends, for tliev 
captain. This Caius put those that met him to 
flight, and took the city Sepphorib- an<f burnt it 
and made slaves of its iababitants. But as for 
Varus himself, he marched to Samaria with his 
whole armv, where he did not meddle with the 
city itself, because he found that it had made no 
commotion during those troubles, but pitched his 
camp about a certain vUlage which was called 
Arius. It belonged to Ptolemy, and on that account 
was plundered by the Arabians, who were very 
angry even at Herod's friends also. He thence 
marched on to the village Sampho, another fortified 
place, which they plundered, as they had done the 
other. As they carried oflf all the money they 
lighted upon belonging to the pubUc revenues, all 
was now full of fire and bloodshed, and nothing 
could resist the plunders of the Arabians. Em> 
roaus was also burnt, upon the flight of its inhabit- 
ants, and tliis at the command of STarus, out of his 
rage at the sUughter of those that were about Arius. 

2. Thence he marched on to Jenisalem, and as 
soon as he was but seen by the Jews, he made their 
camps disperse themselves : they also went away, 
and fled up and down the country. But the citizens 
received him, and cleared themselves of having any 
band in this revolt, and said that they had raised 
no commotions, but had only been forced to admit 
the multitude, because of the festival, and that 
they were rather besieged together with the Ro- 
mans, than assisted those that had revolted. There 
had before this met him Joseph, the first cousin of 
ArchelaoSy and Gratus, together with Rufus, who 
led those of Sebaste, as well as the king's army : 
there also met him those of the Roman legion, 
armed after their accustomed manner ; for as to 
Sabinus, he durvt not come into Yams's sight, but 
was gone out of the city before this, to the sea-side. 
But Varus sent a part of his army into the country, 
against those that had been the authors of this 
commotion, and as they caught great numbers of 
them, those that appeued to have been the least 
concerned in these tumults he put into custody, but 
•nch as were the most guilty he crucified ; Uiese 
were in numbw about two thousand. 

8. He was also informed that there continued in 
Idumea ten thousand men still in arms ; but when 
he found that the Arabians did not act like auxili- 
aries, but managed the war according to their own 



passions, and did mischief to the country otherwiaa 
than he intended, and this out of their hatred to 
Herod, he sent them away, but made haste, with 
his own legions, to march against those that had 
revolted ; but these, by the advice of Achiabus, 
delivered themselves up to him before it came to 
a battle. Then did Varus forgive the multitude 
their offences, but sent their captains to Gesar to 
be examined by him. Now Ccesar forgave the rest, 
but gave orders that certain of the king's relations 
(for some of those Uiat were among tliem were 
Herod's kinsmen^ should be put to death, because 
they had engaged in a war against a king of their 
own family. When, therefore. Varus had settled 
matters at Jerusalem after this manner, and had 
left the former legion tliere as a garrison, he re- 
turued to Antioch. 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE JEWS GRBATLT COMPLAIN OP ARCHELAUS, AND 
OESTRB THAT THEY HAT BE MADE SUBJECT TO 
ROMAN GOVERNORS. BUT WHEN CJBSAR HAD 
HEARD WHAT THEY HAD TO SaT, HE DISTRT- 
BUTED HEROD'S DOMINIONS AMONG HIS SONS, 
ACCORDING TO HIS OWN PLEASUIUS. 

§ 1. But now came another accusation from the 
Jews against Archelaus at Rome, which he was to 
answer to. It was made by those ambassadors who, 
before the revolt, had come, by Varus's permission, 
to plead lor the liberty of their countiy ; those that 
came were fifty in number, but there were more Uiaa 
eight thousand of the Jews at Rome who supported 
them ; and when Ceesar had assembled a council 
of the principal Romans in ApolloV temple, that 
was in the paUce (this was what he had himself 
built and adorned, at a vast expense), tlie multi- 
tude of the Jews stood with the ambassadors, and 
on the other side stood Archelaus, with his friends : 
but as for the kindred of ArcbeUus, they stood on 
neither side ; for to stand on ArcheUos's side, 
their hatred to him, and envy at him, would not 
give them leave ; while vet they were afraid 
to be seen by Ceasar with his accusers. Be- 
sides these, there were present Arehelaus's bro- 
ther, Philip, being sent thither before-hand, out of 
kindness, by Varus, for two reasons : the one was 
this, that he might be assisting to Archelaus; and 
the other was this, that in case Csesar should make 
a distribution of what Herod possessed among his 
posterity, he might obtain some share of it 

2. And now, upon the permission that was given 
the accusers to speak, they, in the first place, went 
over Herod's breaches of their Uw, and said that 
he was not a king, but the most barbarous of all 
tyrants, and that they had found bun to be such by 
the sufferings they underwent from hun : tlutt 
when a very great number had been slain by him, 
those that were left had endured such tniMri**, 
that they called those that were dead happy men ; 
that he had not only tortured the bo&s of his 
subjects, but entire cities, and had done much harm 
to the cities of his own country, while he adorned 
those that belong to foreigners ; and he shed the 
blood of Jews, u order to do kindness to those 

• Thia holdlnr of a ooandl In th« tempi* of Apollo, In Um 
piJM« at Bomm, by Augiutos, nnd «vaa ^ IraUdlng of 
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people who were out of their boonds : that he had 
filled the Uktion full of poverty, and of the greatest 
iniquity, instead of that happiness and those laws 
which they had anciently enjoyed ; that, in short, 
the Jews had borne more caUunities from Herod, 
in a few years, than had their forefathers during 
all that interval of time that had passed since they 
had come out of Babylon, and returned home in the 
reign of Xerxes :* tnat, however, the nation was 
come to. so low a condition, by being inured to 
hardships, that they submitted to his successor of 
their own accord, though he brought them into 
bitter sUvery ; that aecordinely they readily called 
Archelaus, though he was the son of so great a 
tyrant, kitufj after the decease of his father, and 
joined with him in mourning for the death of He- 
rod, and in wishing him good success in that his 
Bttccession ; while yet this Archelaus, lest he should 
be in danger of not being thought the eenuine son 
of Herod, began his reign with the muraer of three 
thousand citizens ; as if he had a mind to offer so 
many bloody sacrifices to God for his government, 
and to fill the temple with the like number of 
dead bodies at that festival : that, however, 
those that were left after so many miseries, had 
just reason to consider now at last the calamities 
they had undergone, and to oppose themselves, like 
soldiers in war, to receive those stripes upon their 
faces, [but not upon their backs as hitherto]. 
Whereupon they prayed that the Romans would 
have compassion upon the [poor] remains of Judea, 
and not expose what was left of them to such as 
barbarously tore them to pieces, and that they 
would join their country to Syria, and administer 
the government by their own commanders, whereby 
it would [soon] be demonstrated that thoSe who 
are now under the calumny of seditious persons, 
and lovers of war, know how to bear governors that 
are set over them, if they be but tolerable ones. 
So the Jews concluded their accusations with tliis 
request. Then rose np Nioolaus, and confuted the 
accusations that were brought against the kings, 
and himself accused the Jewish nation, as hard to 
be ruled, and as naturally disobedient to kings. He 
also reproached all those kinsmen of Archelaus who 
had left him, and were gone over to his accusers. 

8. So CsDsar, after he had heard both sides, dis- 
solved the assembly for that time ; but a few days 
afterward, he gave the one half of Herod's kingdom 
to Arch^us, by the name of Ethnarch, and pro- 
mised to make him kins also afterward, if he ren- 
dered himself worthy of that dignity ; but as to the 
other half, he divided it into two tetrarchies, and 

Sve them to two other sons of Herod, the one of 
em to Philip, and the other to that Antipas who 
contested the kingdom with Archelaus. Under this 
last was Perea and Gralilee, with a revenue of two 
hundred talents : but Batanea, and Trachonitis, 
and Auranitis, and certain parts of IZeno's house 
About Jamnia, with a revenue of a hundred talents, 
were made subject to Philip ; while Idumea, and 
all Judea, and Samaria, were parts of the ethnarchy 
of Arehelausy although Samaria was eased of one 
quarter of its taxes, out of regard to their not hav- 
ing revolted with the rest of the nation. He also 
xOade subject to him the following cities, viz. 
Strato's Tower, and Sebaste, and Joppa, and Jeru- 
•olem ; but as to the Grecian citiei^ Gaza, and Ga* 
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dara,and Hippos, he cut them off firom the kingdom, 
and added tliem to Syria. Now the revenue of the 
country that was given to Archelaus, was four hun* 
dred telents. Salome also, besides what the king 
had left her in his testaments, was now made mis- 
tress of Jamnia, and Aahdod, and Phasaelis. Csssar 
did moreover bestow upon her the royal palace ol 
Ascalon ; by all which she got together a revenue 
of sixty talents ; but he put her house under the 
ethnarchy of Archelaus ; and for the rest of Herod's 
offspring, they received what was bequeathed to 
them in his testaments ; but, besides that, Caesar 
granted to Herod's two virgin daughters five hun- 
dred thousand [drachmae] of silver, and gave them 
in marriage to the sons of Pheroras : but after this 
family distribution, he gave between them what had 
been bequeathed to him by Herod, which was a 
tliousand talents, reserving to himself only some 
inconsiderable presents, in nonour of the deceabed. 



CHAPTER VII. 

THE HISTORY OF THE 8PUKI0US ALBXAIIDBB. AR- 
CHELAUS IS BAMISHRD, AMD OLaPUTRA DIES, APTXR 
WHAT WAS TO HAPPEN TO BOTH OP THEM HAD 
BEEN SHOWN XUEM IN DREAMS. 

$ 1. In the meantime there was a man, who was 
by birth a Jew. but brought up at Sidon with one 
of tlie Roman ureed-men, who falsely pretended, on 
account of the resembhmce of their countenanoesy 
that he was that Alexander who was slain by Herod. 
This man came to Rome, m hopes of not beinff de- 
tected. He had one who was his assistant, of hia 
own nation, and who knew all the affairs of the 
kingdom, and uistructed him to say how those that 
were sent to kill him and Aristobiuus had pity upon 
them, and stole theift away, by putting bodies tliat 
were like theirs in their places. This man deceived 
the Jews that were at Crete, and got a great deal 
of money of them, for travelling in splendour ; and 
thence sailed to Meios, where he was thought so 
certainly genuine, that he got a great deal more 
money, and prevailed with those who had treated 
him to sail along with him to Rome. So he landed 
at Dicearchia [Puteoli], and got very large presents 
from the Jews who dwelt there, and was conducted 
by his Other's friends as if be were a king ; nay, 
the resemblance in his couuteiuince procured him 
BO much credit, that those who had seen Alexander, 
and had known him very well, would take their 
oaths that he was the verv same person. Accord- 
ingly, the whole body of the Jews that were at 
Rome ran out in crowds to see him, and an innu- 
merable multitude there was who stood in the nar- 
row places through which he was carried ; for those 
of Melos were so far distracted, that they carried 
him in a sedan, and maintained a royal attendance 
for him at their own proper charges. 

2. But CcBsar, who knew perfectly well the lineap 
ments of Alexander's face, because he had been 
accused by Herod before him, discerned the fsUacy 
in his countenance, even before he saw the man. 
However, he suffered the agreeable fame that went 
of him to have some weight with him, and sent Ce- 
ladus, one who well knew Alexander, and ordered 
him to bring the young man to him. But when 
Ceesar saw him, he immediately discerned a differ- 
ence in hia countenance ; and when he had di&c<>« 
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vered that his whole body wss of a more robust 
texture and like that of a slave, he understood the 
whole was a eontrivanee. But the impudence of 
what he said greatly proroked him to be angry at 
him ; for when he was asked about Axistobulus, he 
said that he was also preserved alive, and was left 
on purpose in Cyprus, for fear of treachery, because 
it would be harder for plotters to get them both into 
their power while they were separate. Then did 
Gessar take him by himself privately, and said to 
him, — ** -1 will give thee thy Ufe, if thou wilt disco- 
ver who it was that persuaded thee to forge such 
stories.*' So he said that he would discover him, 
and followed Ceesar, and pointed to that Jew who 
abused the resemblance of his face to get money ; 
for that he had received more presents in every 
eity than ever Alexander did when he was alive. 
CnBar laughed at the contrivance, and put this 
spurious Alexander among his rowers, on account 
of the strength of his body ; but ordered him that 
persuaded him to be put to death. But for the 
people of Melos, they had been sufficiently punished 
for their folly, by the expenses they had been at on 
his account. 

3. And now Arehelaus took possession of his 
ethaaiehy, and used not the Jews only, but the 
Samaritans also, barbarously ; aud this out of his 
resentment of theur old quarrels with him. Where- 
upon they both of them sent ambassadors against 
him to Casar ; and in the ninth year of his govern- 
ment he was banished to Vienna, a city of Gaul, 

'ftiid his effeets were put into Caesar's treasury. But 
the report goes, that before he was sent for by 
Oesar, he seemed to see nine ears of com, full and 
laise, but devoured by oxen. When, thcrofore he 
hadsent for the diviners, and some of the Chaldeans, 
and inquired of them what they thought it por- 
tended ; and when one of them had one interpreta- 
tion, and another had anothe|% Simon, one of the 
Beet of the Essens, said that ne thought diat the 
ears of com denoted years ; and the oxen denoted 
a mutation of things, because by their ploughing 
they niade an alteration of the country. That 
therefore he should reign as many years as there 
were ears of com ; and after he passed through 
various altentions of fortune, should die. Now five 
days after ArcheUus had heard this interpretation, 
he was called to his triaL 

4. I eannot but think it worthy to be recorded 
•iHiat dream Obphyra, the daughter of Archehius, 
khig of Cappadoda, had, who had at first been wife 
to Alexander, who was the brother of Arehelaus, 
concerning whom we have been discoursing. This 
Alexander was the son of Herod the king, by whom 
he was put to death, as we have ahready rehted. 
This Glaphyra was married, after his death, to 
Jnba, king of Libva ; and, after his death, was re- 
turned home, and lived a widow with her father. 
Then it was that Arehelaus, the ethnaroh, saw her, 
and fell so deeply in love with her, that he divorced 
Mariamne, who was then his wife, and married 
her. When, therefore, she was oome into Judea, 
and had been there for a little while, she thought 
ahe saw Alexander stand bv her, and that he said 
to her,—" Thy marriage with the king of Libya 
might have been sufBeient for thee ; but thou wast 
not contented witb him, but art returned again to 
my lamily, to a thud husband ; and him, thou impu- 
dent women, hast thou diosen tor thine husband, 
who is my brother. However, I shall not overlook 
the injury thou hast offered me ; I sluUl [soon] 



have thee again, whether thou wilt or no.** Now 
Glaphyra hardly survived the narration of thq 
dream of hers two days. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

ARCRBLAUS*S BTIINARCHV IS REDUCED INTO A [rO- 

uan] province, the seditio.m op JUDAS or 

OALILBB. ^ THE THREE SECTS OP TUB JEWS. 

§ 1. And now Arohelous's part of Judea was re- 
duced into a provmce, and Coponius, one of the 
equestrian order among the Romans, was sent as a 
procurator, having the power of [life and] death 
pot into his hands by Ceesar. Under his admuiis- 
tration it was that a certain Galilean, whose name 
was Judas, prevailed with his countrymen to revolt ; 
and said they were cowards if they would endure 
to pay a tax to the Romans, and would, after Guti« 
submit to mortal men as their lords. This mun 
was a teacher of a peculiar sect of his own, aud 
was not at all like the rest of those their leaders. 

2. For there are thn;e philosophical sects among 
the Jews. The followers of the first of whom ai^ 
the Pharisees ; of the second the Saddncees ; and 
the third sect, who pretends to a severer discipHne, 
are called Essens. These last are Jews by birtii, 
and seem to have a greater affection for one anotlii^r 
than the other sects have. These Essens reject 
pleasures as an evil, but esteem continence, and the 
conquest over our passions, to be virtue. They 
neplect wedlock, but choose out other persons' 
children, while they are pliable, and fit for learning; 
and esteem them to be of their kindred, and form 
them according to their own manners. They do not 
absolutely deny the fitness of marriage, and the suc- 
cession of mankind thereby contmued ; but thejr 
guai*d against the lascivious behaviour of women, 
aud are persuaded that none of them preserve their 
fidelity to one man. 

8. These men ere despisers of riches, and so very 
communicative as raises our admiration. Nor is 
there any one to be found among tiiem who hath 
more than another ; for it is a law among them, 
tnat those who tx>me to them most let what they 
iiave be common to the whole order, — insomuch, 
that among them all there is no appearance of po- 
verty or excess of riches, but every one's posses- 
sions are intermmgled with every other's posses- 
sions ; and so there is, as it were, one patrimony 
among aU the brethren. They ttiink thAt oil is « 
defilement ; and if one of them be anointed without 
his own approbation, it b wiped off his bodv ; for 
they think to be sweaty is a good thing, as they do 
also to be clothed in white garments. They also 
have stewards appointed to tidce care of their com- 
mon affairs, who every one of them have no sepa- 
rate business for any, but what is for liie use of 
them alL 

4. They have no certahi city, but many of diem 
dwell in every ci^ ; and if any of their sect come 
from other pUces, what they have lies open for 
them, just as if it were then: own ; and they go into 
such as they never knew before, as if thejrhad been 
ever so long acquainted with them. For which 
reason they carry nothing with tliem when they 
travel into remote parts, though still theys take thtir 
weapons with them, for fear of thieves. Accord* 
ingly there is^ in every city where they live^ om 
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Appointed pardciilarly to take cAieof strangers, 
and provide garments and other neeessaries for 
tiiem. But &e habit and management of their 
bodies is such as children use who are in ^ear of 
their masters. Nor do they allow of the change of 
garmeDts, or of shoes, till they be first entirely torn 
to pieces, or wona out by time. Nor do they either 
buy er sell any thing to one another ; but everyone 
of them gires what he hath to him that wanteth it, 
and receives from him again in lieu of it what may 
be convenient for himself ; and although there bo 
no requital made, they are fully allowed to take 
what tikej want of whomsoever tiiey please. 

5. And as for their piety towards God, it is very 
extraordinary ; for before sun- rising they speak not 
a word about profane matters, but put up certain 
prayers wjiich they have received from ther fore- 
fathers, as if they made a supplication for its rising. 
After this every one of them are sent away by their 
curators, to exercise some of those arts wherem 
they are skilled, in which they labour with great 
diligence till the fifth hour. After which they as- 
semble themselves together Rgain into ene place ; 
and when they have clothed themselves in white 
veils, they then ba^e their bodies in cold water. 
And after this purification is over, they erery one 
meet together in an apartment of their own, into 
which it is not permitted to any of imother sect to 
enter ; while they go, after a pure manner, into the 
dining-room, as into a certain holy temple, and 
quietly set themselves down ; upon which the baker 
lays them loaves in order ; the cook also brings a 
single plate of one sort of food, and sets it before 
every one of them ; but a priest says grace before 
meat ; and it is unlawful for any one to taste of the 
food before grace be said. The same priest when 

■ he hatli dined, says grace again after meat ; and 
when they begin, and when they end, they px'aise 
God, as he that bestows their food upon them ; 
after which they lay aside their [white] garments, 
and betake themselves to their labours again till 
the evening ; then they return home to supper, 
after the same mannei(; and if there be any stran- 
gers there, they sit down with them. Nor is there 
ever any clamour or disturbance to poitaite their 
house, but they give evety one leave to flpeak In 
tiieir turn ; wluch silenee urns kept in their hoose, 
appears to foreigners like some tremendous mys- 
tery ; the cause of which is that perpetual sobriety 
they exercise, and some settled measure of meat 
and drink that is allotted to them, and that such as 
is abundantly sufficient for Uiem. 

6. And truly, as for other things, the^ do nothing 
but according to the injunctions uf their curators ; 
only these two things are done among them at every 
one's own tree will, which are, to assist those that 
want it, and to shew mercy ; for they are permitted 
of their own accord to afford succour to such as 
deserve it, when they stand in need of it, and to 
bestow food on those that are in distress ; but they 
eannot give any tiling to their kmdred without the 
curators. They dispense their anger after a just 
manner, and restrain their passion. They are 
eminent for fidelity, and are the ministers of peace ; 
whatsoever they say also is firmer than an oath ; 
but swearing is avoided by them, and they esteem 
it worse thiua perjiH7 ;* for they say, that he who 

• Thia pnetloe of «b* Xmmu, In Mftutaif to twMr, and MtMmtaif 
tmMxiag, on ofdiaaxy oce— iom, won* ihao p«ijuiy, i» deUvcmd hmn 
lafln«ni ««nla, aa an tiM piMOal IqiiiaeUoBa of our davlour. Matt. 
vL M ; xxlU. U) and ot Suiunaa s7l8; but aU admit of pvUeular 
) te wlaBaa mamm, and an gnat and iMe»'«U7 oocasUvu. 
7 laaHai, who baia do to mnloualy avoid swaartng, ara 



cannot be believed withedt [swearing by] God, is 
already eondemned. They aJso take great pains in 
stndyins the writings of ' the ancients, and choose 
out of them what is most for Hie advantage of iheir 
soul and body ; and they inquire after such roots 
and medicinal stones as may cure their distempers. 

6. But now, if any one hath a mind to come over 
to their sect, he is not immediately admitted, but 
he is prescribed the same method of living which 
they use, for a year, while he continues excluded ; 
-and they give him a small hatchet, and the' fore- 
mentioned girdle, and the white garment. And 
when he haUi given evidence, during that time, that 
he can observe thehr continence, he approaches 
nearer to their way of living, and is made a partaker 
of the waters of purification ; yet is he not even 
now aimitted to hve with them ; for efter this de- 
monstration of his fortitude, his temper is tried two 
more years, and if he appear to be worthy, they 
then admit him hito their society. And before he 
is aUowed to touch their common food, he is obliged 
to lake' tremendous oaths ; that, in the' first place, 
he will exercise piety towards God ; and then, that 
he will observe justice towards all^ men ; and that 
he "will do no harm to any one, dther of his own 
accord, t»r by the command of others ; that he will 
always hate the wicked, and be assistant to the 
righteous ; that he will ever show fidelity to all 
men, and especially to tiiose in authority, he will at 
no time whatever abuse his authority, nor endea- 
vour to outshme his subjects, eithcfr in his garments, 
or any other finery ; tliat he will be perpetually a 
lover of truth, and propose to himself to reprove 
those that tell lies ; that he will keep his hands 
clear from theft, and his soul from unlawful gains ; 
and that he will neither conceal any thing from 
those of his own sect, nor discover any of their doc- 
trines to others, no, not though any one should 
eompel him so to do at ihe hazard of his life. 
Moreover, he swears to communicate their doctrines 
to no one any > otherwise than as he received them 
himself ; that he will abstain from robbcvy, and 
will eqnallv fweserve the books belonging to their 
sect, and the names of the angelsf [or messengers]. 
These are the oaths by which they secure tlieir 
proselytes to themselves. 

8. But for those that are caught in any heinous 
Bins, thev cast them out of their society ; and he 
who is thus separated from them, does often die 
after a miserable manner ; for as he is bound by 
the oath he hath takeui and by the customs he hAth 
been engaged in, he is not at liberty topartake of 
that food that he-meMswith etoewhere, but is forced 
to eat grass, and to fMuish his body with fanngrr 
till he perish ; for which reason they receive many 

related in tha ▼•» next Motion, to admit nona till they taka iMmaa. 
doaaoatha to poirfbnn thotr ivMraldutIca to Sod, and to thalr ndgh. 
bour, without wippoalag that tbey break this rule, Net to iwaar at alL 
Thoeaaa la tha auna In ObTlatianity, aawe learn ftom tb« Apoatolloat 
Oonatitntiona, whlob, altkougb ttaay agraa ivlth Obrlatand St. James, 
In furbiddins to i-wear in general, on. t. 1^ tI. flB; yet do tbay aaplata 
It elwwftete, by avoiding to awear fltbely, and to awcar often and in 
Tain, eh. 11. 8S i and aoaln by " not awoamg aft all," iNii withal addiof , 
that "if that eannot be arolded, to awoar truly," eh. tII. 8; which 
abnoeaatly ez^hdn >o lu the nature ot the meaaiae of thla gaocral 
Sojnnotlon. 

f nia mention ofthe " namaa oTangda,** so partlenlariy pr e m ia d by 
tha Baaena (If it meana more than thoee ''mnwaageW* who woo cm. 
ployed tu bring them the peculiar hooka of their aeot), looka like a pre- 
lude to that ** wonhlpplng of aavala,* bbunad by St. raal.ea aupenti- 

- -M.., w .^^ ^ peepla a* that* BMena were, 

or towarda the Sun, tat hia riabig 

_.„. ,aaet.5,verrlftatheaaMtmBahUter 

obMrratiotu made mention of In the pieaehing of Peter, Authent. Bee. 
part U. page fl«, and legardlng a kind of wonhip of aagek, of the 
mouth, and of the moon, and not o^bratlag the new mootai, or other 
feetlnla, nnleac tha moon appealed. Whleh, Indeed, laama to me the 
earileet mention of any ngaid to the mooa'a phaaea Id ftklngthe Jewlah 
calendar, of which the Talmnd and talar labbhu talk ae munh, and 
upon ao very Uttla aneleat ftubdatloo. 



luoe lo UMt ~ woraiRppiaB vt Mc^ei^ 

tiooa and ualawiVil, w aeme meh aoi 
OokMa. 11. 8. Aa U tha prayer to c 
evoiy mocninb mentioned belbre, eai 
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of them again when they are at their last gasp, out 
of compassion to them, aa thinking the miseries 
they have endured till they come to the rery brink 
of death, to be a sufficient punishment for the sins 
they had been guilty ol 

9. But in the judgments they exercise they are 
mofit accurate and just ; nor do they pass sentence 
by the Yotes of a court that is fewer than a hundred. 
And as to what is once determined by that number, 
it is unalterable. What they most of all honour, 
after Gh>d himself, is the name of their legisUtor 
[Moses] ; whom, if any one blaspheme, he is pun- 
ished capitally. They also think it a good thing to 
obey their elders, and the major part Accordingly, 
if ten of them be sitting together, no one of them 
will speak while the other nine are against it They 
also avoid spitting in the midst of them, or on the 
right side. Moreover, they are stricter than any 
other of the Jews in resting from their labours on 
the seventh day ; for they not only get their food 
ready the day before, that they may not be obliged 
to kindle a fire on that day, but they will not remove 
any vessel out of its place, nor go to stool thereon. 
Nay, on the other days they dig a small pit, a foot 
deep, with a paddle (which kind of hatchet is given 
them when they are first admitted among them) ; 
and covering themselves round with their garment, 
that they may not affront the divine rays of light, 
they ease themselves into that pit, after which they 
put the earth that was dug out again into the pit ; 
and even this they do only in the more lonely places, 
which they choose out for this purpose ; and al- 
though this easement of the body be natural, yet it 
is a rule with them to wash themselves after it, as 
if it were a defilement to them. 

10. Now after the time of their prepantory trial 
is over, they are parted into four classes ; and so 
fiir are the iuniors inferior to the seniors, that if 
the seniors should be touched by tiie juniors, they 
must wash themselves, as if they had intermixed 
themselves with the company of a foreigner. They 
are long-lived also ; insomuch that many of them 
live above a hundred years, by means of the sim- 
plicity of their diet ; nay, as I think, by means of 
the reguUur course of life tihey observe also. They 
conteom the miseries of life, and are above pain, 
by the generosity of their mind. And as for death, 
if it will be for their glory, they esteem it better 
than living always ; and indeed our war witii the 
Romans gave abundant evidences what great souls 
they had in their trials, wherein, although they were 
tortured and distorted, burnt and torn to pieces, and 
went through all kinds of instruments of torment, 
that they might be forced either to blaspheme their 
legislator or to eat what was forbidden them, yet 
could they not be made to do either of them, no, 
nor once to flatter their tormentors, nor to shed a 
tear ; but they smiled in their very pains, and 
laughed those to scorn who inflicted the torments 

Xn them, and resigned up their souls w^th great 
(ritv, as expecting to receive them again. 

1 1 . For their doctrine is this : — That bodies are 
corruptible, and that the matter they are made of 
is not permanent ; but that the souls are immortal, 
and continue for ever ; and that tiiey come out of 
the most subtile air, and are united to their bodies 
as in prisons, into which they are drawn by a cer- 
tain natural enticement ; but that when Uiey are 
set free from the bonds of the flesh, they then, as 
released from a long bondage, rejoice snd mount 
upward. And this is like the opinion of the Greeks, 



that good souls have their habitations beyond tko 
ocean, in a region that is neither oppressed with 
storms of rain or snow, or with intense heat, but 
that this place is such as is refreshed by the gentle 
breathing of a west wind, that is perpetually blow- 
ing from the ocean ; while thc^ adbt to bad aools 
a dark and tempestuous den, full of never-ceasing 
punishments. And indeed tiie Greeks seem to me 
to have followed the same notion, when they allot 
the islands of the ble^ed to their brave men, whom 
they call heroes and demigods ; and to the souls of 
the wicked, the region of the ungodly, in Hadoa^ 
where their fables relate that certain persons, such 
as Sisyphus, and Tantalus, and Ixion, and Htyus, 
are punished ; which is built first on this supposi- 
tion, that souk are immortal; and thenoe are those 
exhortations to virtue, and dehortations from wick- 
edness collected ; whereby good men are bettered 
in the conduct of their life, by the hope they have 
of reward after their death, and whereby the vehe- 
ment inclinations of bad men to vice are restrained, 
by the fear and expectation they are in, that al- 
though th0v should lie concealed in this life, they 
should Buflfer immortal punishment after death. 
These are the divine doctrines of the Essens* abont 
the soul, which lay an unavoidable bait for sueh as 
have once had a taste for their philosophy. 

12. There are also among them who undertake to 
foretell things to oome,t by reading the holy books, 
and using several sorts of purifications, and being 
perpetually conversant in the discourses of the 
prophets ; and it is but seldom that they miss iu 
their predictions. 

13. Moreover, there is another order of Essena, 
who agree with the rest as to their way of living, 
and customs, and laws, but differ from them in the 
point of marriage, as thinking that by not mazryini; 
they cut off the principal part of human life, which 
is tiie prospect of succession ; nay rather, that if all 
men should be of the same opinion, the whole race 
of mankind would fail. However, thev try their 
spouses for three years ; and if they find that they 
have their natural purgations thrice, as trials th^ 
they are likely to be fruitful, they then actually 
marry them. But they do not use to accompany 
with their wives when they are with child, as a d^ 
monstration that they do not marry out of regard to 
pleasure, but for the sake of posterity. Now tiie 
women go into the baths with some of their garments 
on, as the men do with somewhat girded about 
them. And these are the customs of this order of 
Essens. 

14. But then as to the two other orders at first 
mentioned ; the Pliarisees are those who are es- 
teemed most skilful in the exact explication of their 
Uws, and introduce the first sect These ascribe 
all to fate [or providence], and to Grod, and yet allow, 
that to act what is right, or the contraiy, is princi- 
pally in the power of men, altiiough fate does 
co-operate in every action. They say that all souls 
are incorruptible ; but that the souls X of good men 

' or UiM« Jewish or Kaanw (ami indeed Cbttttlan) doetrinee ctMeern. 
ing BouU. twth BtNMl and bad. In Hmlve, »«e that exccllcot dl<«aunr or 
homily of our J«Mephu« oonoeming llade*, at the end of the volume. 

1 l>can Aldrich reukons up three vsaniptee of ihi« gift of prupbt«r. In 
•everal of thete Knene out uf Joai-phue hlmwlf, ri*. In the HUtMy ol 
the War, h. i. oh. ill. eeot. &. Juda* frnvtoU the death of Antis«mu- as 
:iimto'eTow«r; h. ii. eh. tU. eecU 8. Simon Kmstohl that Arebehiui 
•iMwId reicn but nine or ten jreiins and Antiq. b. sv. eh. s. aeec 4, a. 
Mfiiabcui furetokl that Herod ehoukl be king, and »hould rvigm ijtun. 
nicnily, and that fat man than twenty or even thirty yeank All « hk-h 
came to pau aceordingly. 

t There le to muth more here about the Ekeme than It dtcd from 
Ju!«phue In Porphyry and Kuaebliie, ami )et au much Wm alvut ih« 
I'iiartMCBaiid Mulduvcee, tbv two viht-r Jewish i«rt», ihan woulil u.^ 
tuntUy be expect^ iu proportion to the KiM-ne or third acfi, iuv» tbaa 
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are only remored into other bodies, — bat that the 
fioub of bad men are Bubjeet to eternal punishment. 
Bat tha Sadduoees are those that oompose the se- 
cond order, and take away fate entirely, and sap- 
pose that GUkL is not concerned in our doing or not 
doing what is evil ; and they say, that to act what 
is g<Md, or what is eyil, is at men's own choice, 
and that the one or the other belongs so to every 
one, timt they may act as they please. They also 
take away the belief of the inmiortal duration of 
the soul, and the punishments and rewards in 
Hades. Moreover, the Pharisees are friendly to 
one ano&er, and are for the exercise of concord and 
I'Bgard for the public. But the behaviour of the 
Siulduoees one towards another is in some degrees 
wild ^ and their conversation with those that are of 
their own party is as barbarous as if they were 
strangers to them. And this is what I had to say 
cooeaniing the philosophic sects among the Jews. 



CHAPTER IX. 

TBS DBATH 07 SA.L0ICB. YHR CITIES WHICH HEROD 
AND PHILIP BUILT. PILATE OCCASIONS DISTUR- 
BANCBS. TIBBRIUS PUTS AORIPPA INTO BONDS, 
BUT CAIUS FREES HIM FROM THEH, AND MAKES 
HIM KINO. HEROD ANTIPAS IS BANISHED. 

S I. Akd now, as the ethnarohy of Archelaus wais 
fallen into a Roman province^ the other sons of 
Herod, Philip, and that Herod who was called An- 
tipas, each of them took upon them the administra- 
tion of their own tetrarchies | for when Salome died, 
she bequeathed to Jolia, the wife of Augustus, 
both her toparchy, and Jamnia, as also her planta- 
tion of palm-trees thai were in Phasaelis.* But 
when the Roman empire was translated to Tiberius, 
the son of Julia, upon the death of Augostus, who 
had ntgned fifty-seven years, six months, and two 
days, both Herod and Philip continued in their 
tetntfohies ; and the latter of them built the city 
Ceearea, at the fountains of JordRn, and m the re- 
gion of Paueas ; as also the city Julias, in the lower 
Gaolonitia. Herod also built Uie city Tiberias in 
Galilee, and in Perea [beyond Jordan] another that 
was also called Julias. 

2. Now Pilate, who was sent as procurator into 
Judea by Tiberius, sent by night those unages of 

Memt to b0 tvfiimd to by UmMlT dMwhanu that om Ta tomptta to 
M^tMi Jonpliiu luid»tflnCwritt0B knof tlMoae» atMHaoraof th« 
tMo oUmtb. Omb hia friiiiit 9ogi9» aflbrt u»i as alio, that» by Mina 
iialmowB aeoMcDt, ourpnMiit oopteam bars mad* up of tba laiser 
eai«toiilaUMflm«aM»aadoftlMtfiiallarlDtlMMOoiid. SMthanot* 
In BaTeraamp't •diUon. Howaver, what Joaapbos nys in Uia nana of 
t)M Phavlaaaa, that only tb« moIs oT good man go out of ana body into 
aaotliar, alUMmgh all aoob ba Immorial, and aUU tho aonb of the bad 
are liabla to aianial mukhmaot) ai alao what ha Mm altorwarda, 
Antlq. h. xttU. ahaa. I met. B, that tha aoal'a wigoar talmmortal, and 
that undar tha aaMJi thay raaalva vawanU or puUahmanto aeeoidlng aa 
their Uvea have baan Tinaoua or Ttalous tn tha praaant werid ; that to 
the bad la allotted aa etnnal prlaon^ but that the food are pannlttad to 



IWe again in this world, aia nearly agnaabla to the doa trinas of Chris- 
thmUv. Only Jeaaphos'a r^eetloo of the ratom of tha wiekad into 
other bodies, or Into thia world, which ba grants to the good, looks 
feumewhat hka a eonuadletlon to St. Paol's aoeount of the doeuino of 
the J«wa, that " thamielve* allowed that there should be a maumetlon 
uf tha dead, both of the Jwi and unfust." Aets, eh. axir. 16 ; yet, be. 
. . — . ■ '•" ' of the Pharisees, and St. Paul's that of 



, nils that , 

tJie Jews in general, aod of hiniealf. the eontnulletlon is not very oertain. 
• We have hsn. In the Oreek MS, whieh was oneo Alesander Peta. 
rlus^ but it ia now In the library at Lsydan, two most rsmarkable 
additions to the eommon eopies, though deemed worth little remark by 
Uie editor; whleh, upon the mention of Tlberins's coming to the empire, 
la»crto test the fluaons testimony oT Joaaahus oonoaming Jeius Ohrlat, 
aa it stands verbatim in the Antiq. b. xvlil. ^ap. IlL aaet. a» with sobm 
muta of that aaeelleas diaooane or homily of Josspbua aeneemlnf 
Hadea, annased to tha work. Bat what Is hem prineipally to be noted 
Is this, thai in this homily. Joeephus, havtaig Just mentioned Christ, aa 
•* God tha Word, and tha Judga of the vrertd, appointed by the Father,- 
ftc. adds, that "he had hlms^visswhere spoken abuut him more aloely 
er partlottlarly.'* 
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Geesar that are called Ensigns, into Jerusalem. 
This exited a very great tumult among the Jews 
when it was day ; for those that were near them 
were astonished at the sight of them, as mdieationB 
that their laws were trodden under foot : for those 
laws do not permit any sort of images to be brought 
into the city. Nay, besides the faidignation which 
the citizens themselves had at this pt^>cedure, a' 
vast number of people came runniog out of the 
country. These came zealously to PiUie to Cesa-' 
rea, and besought him to carry those ensigns out of 
Jerusalem, and to preserve them their ancient laws 
inviolable ; but upon PiUte's denial of their request, 
they fell down prostrate upon the ground, and con- 
tinued immoveable in that posture for five days and 
as many nights. 

3. On the next day Pilate sat upon his tribunal, 
m the open market>plaoe, Rod caUed to him the 
multitude, as desirous to give them an answer ; and 
then gave a signal to the soldiers that they should 
all by agreement at once encompass tlve Jews with 
their weapons ; so the band of soldiera stood round 
about the Jews in three ranks. Pihite also said to 
them, that they should be cut in pieces, unless they 
would admit of Geasar's images ; and gav^ intuna- 
tion to the soldiers to draw their naked swords. 
Hereupon the Jews, as it were at one signal, fell 
down in vast numbers together, and exposed their 
necks bare, and cried out that they were sooner 
ready to be sUin, than that their Uw should be 
transgressed. Hereupon PiUte was greatly sur- 
prised at their prodigious superstitbn, and gave or- 
ders that the ensigns should be presently carried out 
of Jerusalem. 

4. After this he raised another distorbanoe, by 
expending that sacred treasure which is caUed Gor- 
banf upon aqueducts, whereby he brought water 
from the distance of four hundred furlongs. At 
this the multitude had great indignation ; and when 
Pilate was come to Jerusalem, they came about his 
tribunal, and made a clamour at it. Now when he 
was apprised beforehand of this disturbance, he 
mixed his o^n soldiers in their armour with tiie 
multitude, and ordered them to conceal themselves 
under the habits of private men, and not indeed to 
use their swords, but with staves to beat those that 
made the clamour. He then gave the signal for 
his tribunal [to do as he had bidden them]. Now 
the Jews were so sadly beaten, that many of them 
perished by the stripes they received, and many of 
them perished as trodden to death, by which means 
the multitude was astonished at the cahunity of 
those that were sUin, and held their pea^. 

5. In the meantune Agrippa, the son of that 
Aristobulus who had been slain by his fitther Herod, 
came to Tiberius to accuse Herod the tetrarch ; 
who not admitting of his accusation, he staid at 
Rome, and cultivated a friendship with others of 
the men of note, but principally with Gains the son 
of Germanious, who was then but a private person. 
Now this Agrippa, at a certam time, feasted Gains ; 
aud as he was very complaisant to him on several 
other accounts, he at length stretched out his hands, ' 
and openly wished that Tiberius might die, and that 
he might quickly see hun emperor of the world. 
This was told to Tiberius by one of Agrippa's do- 
mestics ; who thereupon was very angry, and or- 
dered Agrippa to be bound, and had hun very ill 
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treated in the prison for six months, until Tiberins 
died, after he had reigned twenty-twe years, and 
six months, and three days. 

6. But when Caius was made Caesar, he released 
Agiippa from his bonds, and made him king of 
Philip^s tetrarch^, who was now dead ; but when 
Agrippa had arrived at that degree of dignity, he 
inflamed the ambitious desires of Herod this te- 
traeh, who was chiefly induced to hope for the royal 
aathority by his wife Herodias, who reproached him 
for his sloth, and told him that it was only because 
ho would not sail to C«sar that he was destitute of 
that great dignity ; for since Csasar had made 
Agrippa a king, from a private person, much moi^e 
would he advance him from atetrareh to thatdignity. 
These aiguments prerailed with Herod, so that he 
came to Uaius, by whom he was punished for his 
ambition, by being banished into Spain ; for Agrippa 
followed him, in order to accuse him ; to whom also 
Caius gave his tetrarchy, by way of additioiv So 
Uerod died in Spain, whither his wife hadibllowed 
him. 



CHAPTER X. 

CAIUS 0OHHAND6 THAT UIS STATUS SHOULO BB 8BT 
UP IN THB TKMPLB ITSBLF J AND WHAT PETRO- 
NIU8 DID THB&BUPON. 

( 1. Now Caius Cseear did so grossly abuse the 
fortune he had arrived at, as to tiSce himself to be a 
god, and to desire to be so called also, and to cut 
off those of the greatest nobility out of his country* 
He also extended his impiety as far as the Jews. 
Accordingly, he sent Petronius with an army to 
Jetnsalem, to place his statues in the temple, and* 
commanded him that, in case the Jews would not 
admit of them, he should slay those that opposed it, 
and carry all ^e rest of the nation into captivity : 
but God concerned himself with these his commands. 
However, Petronius marched out of Antioch into 
Judea, with three legions, and many Syrian auxi- 
liaries. Now as to the Jews, some of them oould 
not believe the stories that spake of a war ; but 
those that did believe them were in the utmost dis- 
tress how to defend themselves, and the terror dif- 
. fused itself presently through them all : for the 
army was already come to Ptolemais. 

2. This Ptolemais is a maritime dty of Galilee, 
built in the great plain. It is encompassed with 
mountains : that on the esst side, sixty furlongs off, 
belongs to Galilee ; but that on the south bdongs 
to Garmel, which is distant from it a hundred and 
twenty furlongs ; and that on the north is the highest 
of them all, and is called by the people of the coun- 
try. The Ladder of the Tyrians, which is at the dis- 
tance of a hundred furlongs. The very small river 
3elusf runs by it, at the distance of two furlongs ; 
near which there is Memnon's monument,^ and 
hath near it a phuse no larger than a hundred cu- 
bits, which deserves admiration ; for the pUce is 
round and hollow, and affords such sand as glass is 
made of ; which place when it hath been emptied 

■ UwtGalut oooniiMMl^ tlM J«WB|» plM* hla eflHglm In 
oagh h» bamlatehm when ha adda th»t the Jaws iImtc. 
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by the many ships there loaded, it Is filled again by 
the winds, which bring into it, as it were on purpose, 
that sand which lay remote, and was no more than 
bare common sand,, while this mine presently turns 
it into glassy sand ; and what is to me still more 
wonderful, that glassy sand which is superfluous, 
and is onoe removed out of the phioe, becomes bare 
common sand again ; and this is the nature of the 
place we are spraking ol 

3. But now the Jews got together in great num- 
bers, with their wives and ehildren, into that plain 
that was by Ptolemais, and made supplication to 
Petronius, first for ^leir laws, and, in the next 
place, for themselves. So he was prevailed upon 
by the multitude of the supplicants, and by their 
supplications, and left his army and statues at Pto- 
lemais, and then went forward into Galilee, and 
called toother the multitude and- all the men of 
note to Tiberias, and showed them the powerof the 
Romans, and the threatenings of Gsesar ; and, be- 
sides this, proved that their petition wasunreasouable, 
because while all the nations in subjection to them 
had placed the imagesof Ccesarmthenr several cities, 
among the rest of their gods, — ^for them aldie to 
oppose it, was almost like thebehaviour of revcdfeers, 
and was injmioos to Caesar. 

4. And when they insisted on their law, and the 
custom of their country, and how it was not only not 
permitted them to make either an image of Ck>d, or 
indeed of a man, and to put it in any despicable part 
of theb country, much less in the temple itself, 
Petronius replied, " And am not I also," said he, 
** bound to keep the laws of my own lord t For if 
I transgress it, and spare you^ it is but just that I 
perish I while he that sent me, and not 1, will com- 
menoe a war agamst you ; for I am under command 
as well as you." Hereupon the multitude cried 
out, that they were ready to suffer for their law. 
Petronius then quieted them, and said to them, 
** Will you then make war against Cnsar t" The 
Jews said, << We offer sacrifices twice evexy day for 
Caesar, and for the Roman people ;" but tiiat if he 
would place the images among tfiem, he must first 
sacrifice the whole Jewish nation ; and Aat they 
were ready to expose themselves, together with 
their children and wives, to be shdn. At this Pe- 
tronius was astonished, and pitied them on account 
of the inexpressible sense of religion the men were 
under, and that courage of theirs which made tiiem 
ready to die for it ; so they were dismissed without 
success. 

5. But on the following days, he got together the 
men of power privately, and the multitude publicly, 
and sometimes he used persuasions to them, and 
sometimes he gave them his advice ; but he ekiefly 
insde use of threatenings to them, and inaasted upon 
the power of the Romans, and the anger of Cains ; 
and besides, upon the necessity he was himself 
under [to do as he was enjoined]. But as they 
oould no way be pz^vailed upon, and he saw that 
the country was in danger of lying without tillage 
(for it was about seed-time that the multitude con- 
tinued for fifty days together idle), so he at last got 
them together, and told them that it was best for 
him to run some hassrd himself ; << for either, by 
the divine assistance, I shall prevail with CsBsar ; 
and shall myself escape the danger as well as y«m, 
which will be matter of joy to us both ; or, in case 
Caesar continue in his rage, I will be ready to ex- 
pose my own life for such a great number aa you 
are." Whereupon he dismissed the multitude, who 
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prayed greatly for his prosperity ; and he took the 
army out of Ptolemais, and returned to Antioch ; 
from whence he presently sent an epuitle to Caasar, 
and informed him of the irruption he had made into 
Judea, and of the snp^iications of the nation ; and 
that unlesa he had a mind to lose both the oonntry 
and the men in it, he must permit thmn to keep 
their law, and must oountermand his former injono- 
tioo. Caius answered that epistle in a violent way, 
and threatened to have Petronios put to death for 
hia being so tardy in the execution of what he had 
commanded. Bat it happened that those who 
brought Caias*8 epistle were tossed by a storm, and 
were detained on the sea three months, while others 
that brought the news of Caius's death had a good 
voyage. Accordingly, Petronius received the epis- 
tle concerning Gains, seven and-twenty days before 
he received that which was against himself. 



CHAPTER XI. 

CORCBIUflMO IBS OOVBUEHENT OF CLAUDIUS, AND 

THa unoN OP AoaiPPA. ooNcaamiio thb-dbath 

OF AGRIPPA AND OF HEBOP, AMP WHAT CHILORKN 
THBT BOTH LBFT BBHIMD THBX. 

§ ]. Now when Caius had reigned three years and 
eight months, and had been shun by treachery, 
Claudius was hurried away by the armies that were 
at Rome to take the government npon him ; but 
the senate, upon the reference of the eonswls. Sen- 
tius Satominns, and Pomponiua Secondui^ gave 
orders to the three regiments of soldiers that staid 
with them, to keep the city quiet, and went up into 
the Capitol in great numbers, and resolved to oppose 
Claudius by force, on account of the biu-barous 
treatment the^ had met with from Caius ; and they 
determined either to settle the nation under an 
aristooracyi as they had of old been governed, or at 
least to choose by vote such a one for emperor as 
might be worthy 06 it. 

2. Now it happened, that at this time Agrippa 
Bojonmed at Rome, and that both the senate called 
him to consult with them, and at the same time 
Claudius sent for him out of the camp, that he 
might be serviceable to him, as he should have oc* 
casion for his service. So he, perceiving that CUn- 
dius was in effect made Cnsar aUrea^, went to 
him, who sent him, as an ambassador to the senate, 
to Jet them know what his intentions were : that, 
in the first place, it was without his seeking, that 
he was hurried away by the soldiers ; moreover, 
that he thought it was not just to desert those sol- 
diers in such their zeal for him, and that if he 
should do so, his own fortune would be in imcer- 
tainty i for that it was a dangerous case to have 
been once called to the empire. He added further, 
that he would administer the government as a eood 
prince, and not like a tyrant ; for that he would be 
satisfied with the honour of being called Emperor, 
but would, in every one of his actions, permit them 
all to give him thdr advice ; for that although he 
had not been by nature for moderation, yet would 
the death of Caius afford him a sufficient demon- 
stration how soberly he ought to act in that station. 

9. This message was delivered by Agrippa ; to 

which the senate replied, tliat since they had an 

army, and the wisest counsels on their side, they 

would not endure a voluiiuiry slavery. When 
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Claudius heard what answer the senate had made, 
he sent Agrippa to them again, with the following 
message : — That he could not bear the thoughts <rf 
betiayinff them that had given tiieir oadis to be 
true to bun ; and that he saw he must fight, 
though unwillmgly, agamst such as he had no mind 
to fight ; that, however, [if it must come to that], 
it was pn>per to choose a place without the city 
for the war : because it was not agreeable to piety 
to pollute the temples of their own city with th« 
blood of their own conntfymen, and this only on 
occasion of their imprudent conduct And when 
Agrippa had heard this message, he delivered it 
to the senators. 

4. In the meantime, one of the soldiers bekmg- 
ing to the senate drew his sword, and cried out, 
<* O my fellow^soldien, what is the meanuiff of this 
choice of ours, to kill our brethren, and to use 
violence to our kmdrsd that are with Chudins I 
while we may have him for our emperor whom no 
one can bUune, and who hath so many just reasons 
[to lay chum to the ffovemment] I and tiiis with 
reeard to those agamst whom we are going to 
fight r When he had said ibis, he marched 
through the whole senate, and carried all the sol- 
diers abng with him. Upon which all the patri- 
cians were immediately in a great fright at thew 
being thus deserted. ButstiU, because there ap« 
peared no other way whither they could turn 
themselves for deliverance, they made haste the 
same way with the soldiers, and went to Claudius. 
But those that had the greatest luck in fiattering 
the good fortune of Qaudins betimes, met them 
before the walls with their naked swords, and there 
was reason to fear that those that came first might 
have been in danger, before Clandios could know 
what violence the soldiers weregomg to offer them, 
had not Agrippa run before, and told him what a 
dangerous thing they were going about, and that 
unless he restnined tha violence of these men, 
who were in a fit of madness agamst the patrienos, 
he would lose those on whose account it was most 
desirable to rule, and would be emperor over a 
desert 

5. When Oandiua beard this he restrained the 
violence of the soldiery, and received the senate 
into the camp, and treated them after an obliging 
manner, and went out with them presently, to offer 
their thank-offering to (vod, which were proper 
upon his first coming to tiia empire. Moreover^' 
he bestowed upon Agrippa bis whole paternal 
kingdom immediately, and added to it, besides 
those countries that had been given by Augustus to 
Herod, Trachonitis, and AuraniUs, and still besides 
these, that kingdom whieh was called the kingdom 
of Lysanias. This gift he declared to the people 
by a decree, but ordered the manstrates to have 
the donation engraved on the tabtoe of brass, and 
to be set up in the Capitol He bestowed on his 
brother Herod, who was also his son-in-law, by 
marrying [his daughter] Bemioe, the kii^om ol 
Chalcis, 

6. So now ridies flowed in to Agrippa by hia 
enjoyment of so large a dommion; nor did ha 
abuse the money he had on small matters, but ha 
began to encompass Jerusalem with sneh a wall, 
wluch, had it been brought to perfection, bad mada 
it impracticable for tlie RomanH to take it by siega t 
but lus death, which happened at Cesaraa, before 
he had raised the walls to their due heii^t, pre- 
vented him. He had then reigned three years, as. 
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he had govemed hia tetnurohies three other years. 
He left behind him three daughters, bom to him 
by Cyproe ; Bemioe, Mariamne, and DruuUa ; and 
a son bom of the same mother^ whose name was 
Agrippa : he was left a very young child, so that 
Claudius made the country a Roman province, and 
sent Cuspius Fadus to be its procurator, and after 
him Tiberius Alexander, who, making no alterations 
of the ancient U^ws, kept the nation in tranquillity. 
Now after this, Herod the king of Chalcb died, and 
left behind him two sons, bom to him of his bro- 
ther's daughter Bernioe ; their names were Bemi- 
<sianu8, and Hyrcanus. [He also left behind him] 
Aristobulus, whom he had by his former wife Ma- 
riamne. There was besides, another brother of his 
that died a private person, lUs name was also Aris- 
tobulus, who leffc behind him a daughter, whose 
name was Jotape : and these, as I lutve formerly 
said, were the children of Aristobulus, the son of 
Hexod ; which Aristobulus and Alexander were 
bom to Herod by Mariamne, and were slain by him. 
But as for Alexander's posterity, they reigned in 
Armenia. 



CHAPTER XII. 

HANT TUMULTS UlTDBa CUMANUS, WHICH W£RB 
COMPOSED BT QUADBATUS. FKLIX 18 PBOCUBATOB 
OF JUDXA. AOBIPPA IS ADYANCBD FBOM CHAX.C18 
TO A OBBATBB KINGDOM. 

§ 1. Nowafterthedeathof Herod, king of Chalcis, 
Claudius set Agrippa, the son of Agrippa, over his 
uncle's kingdom, wnile Cumanus took upon him the 
office of procurator of the rest, which was a Roman 
province, and therein he succeeded Alexander; 
under which Cumanus began the troubles, and the 
Jews' ruin came on ; for when the multitude were 
come together to Jerusalem, to the feast of unlea- 
vened bread, and a Roman cohort stood over the 
cloisters of the temple (for they always wereiarmed 
and kept guard at Uie festivals, to prevent any in- 
novation which the multitude thus gathered toge- 
ther might make), one of the soldiers pulled back 
his garment, and cowering down after an indecent 
manner, turned his breech to the Jews, and spake 
such w<MrdsaB>yoii might expect upon such a poeture. 
At this the whole multitude had indignation, and 
made a clamour to Cumanus, that he would punish 
the soldier ; while the rasher part of the youth, and 
such as were naturally the moet tumultuous, fell to 
ftghtin£,^ and caught up stones, and threw them at 
the soldiers. Upon inmich Cimianus was afraid lest 
all the people should make an assault upon him, 
and ient to call for more armed men, iriio, when 
they came in great numbers into the cloisters, the 
JewB were in a very great consternation ; and being 
beaten out of the temple, they ran into the city ; 
and the violence with which they crowded to get 
^ out was so great, that they trod upon each other, 
I and squeiEHBed one another, till ten thousand of them 
were killed, insomuch that this feast became the 
' eanse of mourning to the whole nation, and every 
family lamented [their own relations]. 

2. Now there followed after this another cahi- 
mity, which arose from a tumult made by robbers ; 
for at the public road of Beth-horen, one Stephen, 
a servant of GsBsar, carried some furniture, which 
the robbers fell upon and seized. Upon this Cu- 
manus sent men to go round about to tlie neigh- 



bouring villages, and to bring their inhabitants to 
him bound, as laying it to their charge that they 
had not pursued after the thieves, and caught them. 
Now here it was that a certain soldier finding the 
sacred book of the law, tore it to pieces, and threw 
it into the fire.* Hereupon the Jews were in great 
disorder, as if their whole country were in a flame, 
and assembled themselves so many of them by Uieir 
aeal for their re^gion, as by an engine ; and ran 
together with umted clamour to Cesuea, to Cuma- 
nus, and made supplication to him that he would 
not overlook this man, who had offered sach an af- 
front to God, and to his law ; but punish him for 
what he had done. Accordingly, he, perceiving 
that the multitiide would not be auiet unless they 
had a comfortable answer from nim, gave order 
that the soldier should be brought, and drawn 
through those that required to have him pnoished, 
to execution ; which being done, the Jews went 
their ways. 

3. After this there happened a fight between the 
Galileans and the Samaritans ; it happened at a 
village called Geman, which is situate in the 
great plain of Samaria ; where, as a great number 
of Jews were going up to Jerusalem to the feast 
[of tabernacles], a certain Galilean was shun ; and 
besides, a vast number of people ran together out of 
Galilee, in order to fight with the Samaritans. But 
the principal men among them came to Cumanusy 
and besought that, before the evil became incurable, 
he would come into Galilee and bring the authors 
of this murder to punishment ; for that there was 
no other way to make the multitude separate, with- 
out coming to blows. However, Cumanus postponed 
their supplications to the other affairs he was tlien 
about, and sent the petitioners away without success. 

4. But when the affair of this murder came to 
be told at Jerusalem, it put the multitude into dis- 
order, and they left the feast ; and without any 
geneials to conduct them, they marched with great 
violence to Samaria ; nor would they be ruled by 
any of the magistrates that were set over them ; 
but they were managed by one Eleasar, the son of 
Dineus, and by Alexander, in these their thievish 
and seditious attempts. These men fell upon those 
that were in the neighbourhood of the Acrabatene 
toparchy, and slew them, without sparing any age, 
and set the villages on fire. 

5. But Cumanus took one troop of horsemen, 
called the troop of Sebaste, out of Cesurea, and 
came to the assistance of those that were spoiled ; 
he also seized upon a great number of those that 
followed Eleasar, and slew more of them. And as 
for the rest of the multitude of those that went so 
zealously to fight with the Samaritans, the rulers of 
Jerusalem ran out, clothed with sackcloth, and 
having ashes on their heads, and begged of them 
to go their ways, lest by thmr attempt to revenge 
themselves upon the Samaritans, they should pro- 
voke the Romans to come against Jerusalem ; to 
have compassion upon their country and temple, 
their children and their wives, and not bring the 
utmost dangers of destruction upon them, in order 
to avenge themselves upon one Galilean only. The 
Jews compUed with these persuasions of theirs, and 
dispersed themselves ; but still there were a great 
number who betook themselves to robbing, in hopes 
of impunity ; and rapines and insurrections of the 
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bolder sort happened over the whole country. And 
the men of power among the Samaritans came to 
Tyre, to Ummidius Quadratus,* the president of 
Syria, and desired that they tliat had laid waste the 
rountry might be punished : the great men also of 
the Jews, and Jonathan the son of Ananus, the 
high-priest, came thither, and said that the Sama- 
ritans were the beginners of the disturbance, on ac- 
connt of that murder they had committed ; and 
that Cumanus had given occasion to what had hap- 
pened, by his unwillingness to punish the original 
authors of that murder. 

6. But Quadratus put both parties off for that 
time, and told them, that when he should come to 
those places he would make a diligent inquiry after 
every circumstance. After whicn he went to Ce- 
sarea, and crucified .all those whom Cumanus had 
taken alive ; and when from thence he was come to 
the city Lydda, he heard the affair of the Sama- 
ritans, and sent for eighteen of the Jews, whom he 
had learned to have been concerned in that fight, 
and beheaded them ; but he sent two others of 
those that were of the greatest power among them, 
and both Jonathan and Ananias, the high-priests, 
as also Ananus the son of this Ananias, and certain 
others that were eminent among the Jews, to Cseaar ; 
as he did in like manner by the most illustrious of 
the Samaritans. He also ordered that Cumanus 
[tlie procurator] and Celer the tribune should sail 
to Rome, in order to give an account of what had 
been done to Ceesar. When he had finished these 
matters, he went up from Lydda to Jerusalem, and 
finding the multitude celebrating tlie feast of un- 
leavened bread without any tumult, he returned to 
Antioch. 

7. Now when Csssar at Rome had heard what 
Cumanus and the Samaritans had to say (where it 
was done in the hearing of Agrippa, who zealously 
espoused the cause of the Jews, as in like manner 
many of the great men stood by Cumanus), he 
condemned the Samaritans, and commanded that 
three of tlie most powerful men among them should 
be put to death : he banished Cumanu8,and sentCeler 
bound to Jerusalem, to be delivered over to the 
Jews to be tormented ; that he should be drawn 
round tlie city, and then beheaded. 

8. After this, CiBsar sent Felix, f the brother of 
Pallas, to be procurator of Galilee, and Samaria, 
and Perea, and removed Agrippa from Chalcis into 
a greater kingdom ; for he gave him the tetrarchy 
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irords of Tadtua, produood hero bjr D«iui Aldrieh i 
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which had belonged to Philip, which contained Ba« 
tanea, Traehonitis, and Gaulonitis : he also added 
to it the kmgdom of Lysanias, and that province 
[Abilene] which Varus had governed. But Clau- 
dius himself, when he had administered the govern- 
ment thirteen years, eight months, and twentv days, 
died, and left Nero to be his successor in the em- 
pire, whom he had adopted by his wife Agrippina's 
delusions, in order to be his successor, although he 
had a son of his own whoee name was Britannieua, 
by Messalina his former wife, and a daughter whose 
name was Octavia, whom he had married to Nero ; 
he had also another daughter by Petina^ whoee name 
was Antonia. 



CHAPTER XIH. 

MEBO ADDS FOUR CITIES TO AGRIPPA 'S KINODOM ; 
BUT THE OTHER PART OF JUDEA WERE UNDER FE- 
LIX. THE DISTURBANCES WHICH WERE RAISED BY 
THE 8ICARI1, THE MAGICIANS, AND AN EGYPTIAN 
FALSE PROPHET. THE JEWS AND SYRIANS HAVK 
A CONTEST AT CESAREA. 

§ 1 . Now as to the many things in which Ner» 
acted like a madman, out of the extravagant de- 
gree of the felicity and riches which he enjoyed, 
and by that means used his good fortune to the 
injury of others ; and after what maimer he slew 
his brother, and wife, and mother ; from whom 
his barbarity spread itself to others that were most 
nearly related to him ; and how, at last, he was so 
distracted that he became an actor in the scenes, 
and upon the theatre, — I omit to say any more 
about them, because there are writers enough upon 
those subjects everywhere ; but I shall turn myself 
to those actions of his time in which the Jews were 
concerned. 

2. Nero therefore bestowed the kingdom of the 
lesser Armenia upon Aristobulus, Herod's son^ 
and he added to Agrippa^ kingdom four cities, with 
the toparchies to them belonging : I mean Abila, 
and that Julias which is in Perea, Tarichea also, 
and Tiberias of Galilee ; but over the rest of Jndea 
he made Felix procurator. This Felix took Elea- 
zar the areb robber, and many that were with him 
alive, when they had ravaged the country for twenty 
years together, and sent them to Rome ; but as to 
the number of the robbers whom he caused to be 
crucified, and of whom were caught among them, 
and those he brought to punishment, they were a 
multitude not to be enumerated. 

3. When the oountiy was purged of these, there 
sprang up another sort of roblMis in Jerusalem, 
which were called Sicarii, who slew men in the day- 
time, and in the midst of the city ; this they did 
chiefly at the festivals, when they mingled them- 
selves among the multitude, and concealed daggen 
under Uieir garments, with which they stabbed 
those that were their enemies ; and when any fell 
down dead, the murderers beaane a part of those 
that had indignation against them ; by which means 
tliey appeared persons of such reputation, that they 
could by no means be discovered. The first man 
who was sUin by them was Jonathan the high** 
priest, after whose death many were alain eveir 
day, while the fear men were in of being so served 
was more afllicting than the calami^ itself ; and 
while every body expected death every hour, aa 
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men do in war, so men were obliged to look before 
them, and to take notice of their enemies at a ereat 
distance ; nor, if their friends were coming to uiem, 
durst they trust them any longer ; but, in the midst 
of their saspicions and guarding of themselTes, they 
were slain. Such was the celerity of the plotters 
against them, and so cunning was their contrivance. 

4. There was also another body of wicked men 
gotten together, not so impure in their actions, but 
more wieked in their intentions, who laid waste the 
happy state of the oitr no less than did these murder- 
ers. These were suoh men as deceived and deluded 
the people under pretence of divine inspiration, 
but were for procuring innovations and cnanges of 
the government ; and these prevailed with the mul- 
titude to act like nmdmen, and went before them 
into the wilderness, as pretending that God would 
there show them tlie signal of liberty ; but Felix 
thought this procedure was to be the begmning ot 
a revolt ; so ne sent some horsemen, and footman 
both armed, who destroyed a great number of tlienr. 

5. But there was an Egyptian false prophet that 
did the Jews more mischief than the former ; for 
he was a cheat, and pretended to be a prophet also, 
and got together thirty thousand men that were 
deluded by him ; these he led round about from the 
wUdemess to the mount which b called the Mount 
of Olives, and was ready to break into Jerusalem 
by force from that place ; and if he could but once 
conquer the Roman garrison and the people, he in- 
tended to domineer over them bv the assistance of 
those guards of his who were to break into the city 
with bim ; but Felix prevented his attempt, and met 
him with his Roman soldiers, while all the people as- 
sisted him in his attack upon them, insomucn that 
when it came to a battle, the Egyptian ran away, 
with a few others, while the greatest part of those 
that were with him were either destroyed or taken 
alive ; but the rest of the multitude were dispersed 
•very one to their own homes, and there conoealed 
themselves. 

6. Now when these were quieted, it happened, as 
it does in a diseased body, that another part was 
subject to an inflammation ; for a company of de- 
ceivers and robbers got together, and persuaded the 
Jews to revolt, and exhorted them to assert their 
liberty, inflicting death on those that continued in 
obedience to the Roman goveziunent, and saying, 
that such OS willingly^ ehose slavery ought to be 
forced from such their desired indinations ; for 
they parted themselves into difiexent bodies, and 
lay in wait up and down the country, and plundered 
the houses of the great men, and slew the men 
themselves, and set the villages on fire ; and this 
till all Jttdea was filled with the effects of their 
madness. And thus the flame was every day more 
ftnd more blown up, till it came to a dic«ct war. 

7. There was also another disturbance at Cesa^ 
res : those Jews who were mixed with the Syrians 
that lived there, raising a tumult against them* 
The Jews pretended that the city was theirs, and 
said that he who built it was a Jew ; meaning king 
Herod. The Syrians confessed also that its builder 
was a Jew ; but they still said, however, that tlie 
city was a Grecian city ; for that he who set up 
statues and temples in it could not design it for 
Jews, On which account botli parties had a contest 
with one another ; and this contest increased so 
much, that it came at last to arms, and tlie bolder 
sort of them marohed out to fight ; for the elden 
of the JewB were not able to put a stop to tlieir own 



people that were disposed to be tumultuous, and the 
Greeks thought it a shame for them to be overcome 
by the Jews. Now these Jews exceeded the others 
in riches and strength of bod^ ; but the Gredan 
part had the advantage of assistance from the sol- 
diery ; for the greatest {uirt of the Roman garnson 
was raised out of Syria ; and being thus related to 
the Syrian part, they were ready to assist it. How- 
ever, the governors of the city were concerned to 
keep all quiet, and whenever they caught those that 
were most for fighting on either side, they punished 
them with stripes and bonds. Yet did not the suf- 
ferings of those that were caught affright the re- 
mainder, or make them desist ; but they were still 
more and more exasperated, and'deeper engaged in 
the sedition. And as Felix came once into the 
market-pUoe, and commanded the Jews, when they 
had beaten the Syrians, to go thev ways, and 
threatened them if they would not, and they would 
not obey him, he sent his soldiers out upon them, 
and slew a great many of them, upon which it fell 
out that what they hnd was plunderod. And as the 
sedition still continued, he chose out the most emi- 
nent men on botli sides as ambassadors to Nero, to 
argue about their several privileges. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

FESTUS SUCCRBDS FELIX, WHO IS 8V0C£EDE1> BT 
▲LBINU8, AS HE IS B7 FLORDS ; WHO, BY TUB 
BABBAKITY OF HIS OOVERMHENT, FOBGES THE 
JEWS INTO THE WAA. 

( 1. Now it was that Festus succeeded Fehx as 
procurator, and made it his business to oonect 
those that made disturbances in the country. So 
he caught the greatest part of ^e robbers, and 
destroyed a great many of them. But then Aibi- 
nus, who succeeded festus, did not exeeute his 
office as the other had done ; nor was there any 
sort of wickedness that could be named but he had 
a hand in it. Accordingly, he did not only, in his 
political capacity, steal and plunder every one's 
substance, nor did he only burden the whole nation 
with taxes, but he permitted the relations of such 
as were in prison for robbery, and had been laid 
there, either by the senate of every city, or by the 
former procurators, to redeem them for money ; 
and nobody remained in the prisons as a malefitetor 
but he who gare him nothing. At this time it was 
that the enterprises of the seditious st Jerusalem 
were rery formidable ; the principal men among 
them purchasing leave of Albinns to go on with 
their seditious practices ; while that part of the 
people who delighted m disturbances jomed them- 
selves to such as had fellowship with Albinus : and 
every one of these wicked wretches were encom- 
passed with his band of rubbers, while he himself, 
hke an arch robber, or a tyrant, made a figure 
among his company, and abused his authori^ over 
those about'^iim, in order to plunder those that 
lived quietly. The effect of which was this, that 
those who lost their goods were forced to hold their 
peace, when they had reason to show great indig- 
nation at what they' had suffered ; but those who 
had escaped, were forced to flatter him that deser- 
ved to be punished, out of the fear they were in of 
suffeitng equally with the others. Upon the whole, 
nobody durst speak their minds, for tyranny was 
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generally tolerated; and at this time were those 
■eeds sown which brought the city to destruction. 

2. And although such was the character of Albi- 
dns, yet did Gessius Fiorus,* who succeeded him, 
demonstrate him to hare been a most excellent 
person, upon the comparison : for the former did 
tlie greatest part of his rogueries in private, and 
with a sort of dissimulation ; but Gessius did his 
unjust actions to the harm of the nation after a 
pompous manner ; and as though he had been sent 
as an executioner to puniith condemned malefactors, 
he omitted no sort of i-apiue, or of vexation : where 
the case was really pitiable, he was most barbarous ; 
and in things of the greatest turpitude, he was most 
impudent ; nor could any one outdo liim in disguis- 
iug the truth ; nor could any one contrive more 
subtle ways of deceit than he did. He indeed thought 
it but a petty offence to get money out of single per- 
sons ; so he spoiled whole cities, and ruined entire 
bodies of men at once, and did almost publicly pro- 
claim it all the country over, that they had liberty 
given them to turn robbers, upon this condition, 
that he might go shares with them in the spoils, 
▲coordingly, tins his greediness of gain was the oc- 
casion tliat entire toparchies were brought to deso- 
lation ; and a great many of the people left their 
own country, and fled into foreign provinces. 

3. And truly, while Cestitts Gallus was president 
of the province of Syria, nobody durst do so much 
as send an embassage to him against Floras ; but 
when he was come to Jerusalem, upon the approach 
of the feast of unleavened bread, the people came 
about him not fewer in number than three mil- 
lionsf : these besought him to commiserate the 
calamities of their nation, and cried out upon Floras 
as the bane of their country, fiut as he was pre- 
sent, and stood by Ceetius, he laughed at their 
words. However, Cestius, when he had quieted 
the multitude, and had assured them that he would 
take care that Floras should hereafter treat them 
in a more gentle manner, returned to Antioch ; 
Florua also conducted him as far as Cesarea, and 
deluded him, though he had at that very time 
the purpose of showing his anger at the nation, and 
procuring a war upon them, by which means aloue 
it was that he supposed he might conceal his enor- 
mities ; for he expected that, if the peace continued, 
lie should have the Jews for his accusers before 
Caesar ; but that if he could procure them to make 
a revolt, he should divert their laying lesser crimes 
to his charge, by a misery that was so much greater ; 
lie therefore did every day augment their calami- 
ties, in order to induce them to a rebellion. 

4. JNow at this time it happened that the Grecians 
at Cesarea had been too hard for the Jews, and had 
obtained of Nero ^e government of the city, and 
had brought the judicial determination : at the 
same time began the war, in the twelfih year of the 
i-eign of JNero, and the seventeenth of the reien of 
Agiippa, in the month of Artemissus [ Jyar.J Now 
the occasion of this war was by no means propor- 
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tionable to those heavy cahuniUes which it brought 
upon usj for the Jews that dwelt at Cesarea had a 
synagogue near the place, whose owner was a certain 
Cesarean Greek : the Jews had endeavoured fre- 
quently to have purchased the possession of the phice^ 
and had offered many times its value for its price ; 
but as the owner overlooked their offers, so did he 
raise other buildings upon the phice, in way of affront 
to them, and made working-shops of them, and left 
them but a narrow passage, and such as was very 
troublesome for them to go along to tlieir syna- 
gogue ; whereupon the warmer part of the Jewish 
youth went hastily to tlie workmen, and forbade 
them to build there ; but as Floras would not per- 
mit them to use force, the great men of the Jews, 
with John the publican, being in the utmost distress 
what to do, persuaded Floras, with the offer of 
eight talents, to hinder the work. He then, being 
intent upon nothing but getting money, promised 
he would do for them all they desired of him, and 
then went away from Cesarea to Sebaste, and left 
the sedition to take its full course, as if he had sold 
a license to the Jews to fight it out. 

5. Now on the next day, which was the seventh 
day of the week, when the Jews were crowding 
apace to their synagogue, a certain man of Cesarea, 
oi a seditious temper, got an earthen vessel, and 
set it, with the bottom upward, at the entrance of 
that synagogue, and sacrificed birds 4 This thing 
provoked the Jews to an incurable degree, because 
thek hiws were affronted, and the place was pol- 
luted ; whereupon the sober and moderate part of 
the Jews thought it proper to have recourse to thoir 
goveraors again, while the seditious part, and such 
as were in the fervour of their youth, were vd^e- 
meutly inflamed to fight. The editions also among 
[the Gentiles of] Ceuurea stood ready for the same 
purpose ; for they had, by agreement, sent the man 
to sacrifice beforehand [as ready to support him] ; 
so that it soon came to blows. Hereupon Jucun- 
dus, the nmster of the horse, who was ordered to 
pi-eveot the fight, came thither, and took away the 
earthen vessel, and endeavoured to put a stop to the 
sedition, but when he was overcome by the violence 
of the people of Cesarea, the Jews caught up their 
book of the law, and retued to Narbata, which is a 
pUoe to them belonging, distant from Cesarea sixty 
furlongs. But John, and twelve of the principal 
men with him, went to Floras, to Sebaste, iand made 
a lamentable compUint of their case, and besought 
him to help them ; and with all possible decexicy, 
put him in mind of the eight talents they had given 
him ; but he had the men seisBed upon, and put in 
prison, and accused them for carrying the books of 
the law out of Cesarea. 

6. Moreover, as to the citizens of Jerusalem, 
although they took this matter very ill, yet did they 
restrain their passion ; but Floras acted herein aa 
if he had been hired, and blew up the war into a 
flame, and sent some to take seventeen talents out 
of the sacred treasure, and pretended that Cnear 
wanted them. At this the people were in confu- 
sion immediately, and ran together to the temple, 
with prodigious clamours, and called upon Cassar 
by name, and besought hun to free them from the 
tyranny of Floras. Some also of the seditious 
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eried out upon Florus, and cast the greatest re- 
proaches upon him, and carried a ba^et about, 
and begged some spells of money for him, as for one 
that was destitute of possessions, and in a misera- 
ble condition. Yet was not he made ashamed 
hereby of his love of money, but was more enmged 
and provoked to get still more ; and instead of 
coming to Cesarea, as he ought to have done, and 

auenched the flame of war, which was beginning 
lence, and so take away the occasion of any dis- 
turbances, on which account it was that he hud 
received a reward [of eight talents], he marched 
hastily with an army of horsemen and footmen 
against Jerusalem, that he might gain his will by 
the arms of the Romans, and might, by his terror, 
and by his threatenings, bring the city into sub- 
jection. 

7. But the people were desirous of making Floras 
ashamed of his attempt, and met his soldiers with 
acclamations, and put themselves in order to receive 
him very submissively ; but he sent Capito, a cen- 
turion, beforehand, with fifty soldiers, to bid them 
^o back, and not now make a show of receiving him 
in an obliging manner, whom they had so foully re 
preached before ; and said that it was incumbent 
on them, in case they had generous souls, and free 
speakers, to jest upon him to his face, and appear 
to be lovers of liberty, not only in words but with 
their weapons also. With this message was the 
multitude amazed ; and upon the coming of Capito's 
horsemen into the midst of them, they were dis- 
persed before they could salute Florus, or manifest 
their submissive behaviour to him. Accordingly 
they retired to their own houses, and spent that 
night in fear and confusion of face. 

8. Now at this time Floras took up his quarters 
at the palace ; ancTon the next day he had his tri- 
bunal set before it, and sat upon it, when the high- 
priests, and the men of power, and those of the 
greatest eminence in the city, came all before that 
tribunal ; upon which Floras commanded them to 
deliver up to him those that had reproached him, 
and told them that they sliould themselves partake 
of the vengeance to them belonging, if they did not 
produce the criminals ; but these demonstrated that 
the people were peaceably disposed, and tliey beg- 
ged forgiveness for those that had spoken amiss : 
for that it was no wonder at all tliat in so great a 
multitude there should be some more daring than 
they ou^ht to be, and by reason of their younger 
age^ fooUsh also ; and that it was impossible to dis- 
tinguish those that offended from the rest, while 
every one was sorry for what he had done, and de- 
nied it out of fear of what would follow : that he 
ought, however, to provide for the peace of the na- 
tion, and to take such counsels as might preserve 
the city for the Romans, and rather, for the sake 
of a great number of innocent people, to forgive a 
few tliat were guilty, than for the sake of a few of 
tlie wicked, to put so large and good a body of men 
into disorder. 

9. Florus was more provoked at this, and called 
out aloud to the soldiers to plunder that which was 
called the Upper Market Place, and to slay such as 
they met wiUi. So the soldiers, taking this exhor- 
tation of their commander in a sense agreeable to 
their desire of gain, did not only plunder the place 
they were sent to, but forcing themselves into every 
house, they slew its inhabitants ; so the citizens 
fled along the narrow lanes, and the soldiers slew 
ihoee ihat they caught, and no method of plunder 



was omitted ; they also caught many of the quiet 
people, and brought them before Florus, whom ha 
first chastised with stripes, and then crucified. 
Accordingly, the whole number of those that were 
destroyed that day, with their wives and children 
(for they did not spare the infants themselves), was 
about three thousand six hundred ; and what made 
this calamity the heavier, was this new method of 
Roman barbarity ; for Florus ventured then to do 
what no one had done before, that is, to have men 
of the equestrian order whipped,* and nailed to tlie 
cross before his tribunal ; who, although they were 
by birth Jews, yet were they of Roman dignity 
notwithstanding. 



CHAPTER XV. 

CONCERN I MO BERNICE's PETITION TO FLOBUS, TO 
SPARE THE JEWS, BUT IN VAIN ; A8 ALSO HOW, 
AFTER THE SEDITIOUS FLAME WAS QUENCHED, IT 
WAS KINDLED AGAIN BY FLORUS. 

§ I. About this very time king Agrippa was going 
to Alexandria, to congratulate Alexander upon hx% 
having obtained the government of Egypt from 
Nero ; but as his sister Beraice was come to Jeru- 
salem, and saw the wicked practices of the soldiers, 
she was sorely affected at it, and frequently sent 
the masters of her horse and her guards to Fk>ruay 
and begged of him to leave off these sUughters ; 
but he would not comply with her request, nor have 
any regard either to the multitude of those already 
slain, or to the nobility of her that interceded, but 
only to the advantage he should make by his plun- 
dering ; nay, this violence of the soldiers broke out 
to such a degree of madness, that it qpent itself on 
the queen herself ; for they did not only toroieut 
and destroy those whom they had caught under her 
very eyes, but indeed had killed herself also, unless 
she had prevented them by flyine to the palace, and 
had staid there all night with her guards, which 
bhe had about her for fear of an insult from tlie 
soldiers. Now she dwelt then at Jerusalem, iii 
order to perform a vowf which she had made to 
God ; for it is usual with those that had been either 
afflicted with a distemper, or with any other dit>- 
tresses, to make vows ; and for tliirty days before 
they are to offer their sacrifices, to abstain from 
wine, and to shave the hair of their head. Which 

• H«re wt have emmples of naUv* Jews who w«« of tlic oquoMtrlan 
order unoog th« Roman*, Mod ao ought never to h«v« been whipped or 
orooifled, ftoeordttg lo the Boniiui laws. See aloKWt the like caae in ^^ 
Paul hlmeeir, Acu zxti. SA.». 

t This vow which Bemtcs (here and ebewhete oaBed <lMen, wit «nty 
as a daughter aud lister to two kings, Agrippa the Great, and Agrippa 
■ -' - •--' 'he widow of Herod, king of Ohaloii) f 



Jur'- 
pU 



lalem, was not tluU of a Nasarite, bat suoh a ooa as nU- 
ised to main, in hopes of any dellvenuice from a di-«a»'-, 
»p asJosepnus bm intinuttes. However, tbcea thirif 
OS i /emaalem, for Atoting and preparation against the eblA. 

tic per merifloe, seems to be too long, unless it wer» wholly 

▼o this grsat ladr. It is not required hs the law oTMom-a 

re sxantes. Numb. vi. ; and is very different from St. Yw»l* 

til—, .w. . — I pr(-parntio«, which was but one day. Acts xxi. M. tio 
we want already tht- continnaUvn of the Antiquities to allbffd us I^ebt 
here, as they have hitherto done on so many occasions ebewhTP. 
Perhaps In this age the traditions of the Pharisees had obhssd the 
Jews to this degree of rigour, not only as to tlicee Uiiny dayx' prepam. 
liou, but an to the g«4ng barefoot all the time, — whi«di here B«mt<-e 
submitted to also. Fur we know that asGodl and our Saviour^ yt-^ 



Is usually easy, and his burden comparatively light, hi sneh poaiti 
lqJuncUon«, MatU si. 80, so did the Scribes and Phoriseea 
"bind npon men heavy burdmis, and grievous to be borne. 



they " would not touch them themselves with one of tJk< Ir flngirrs' 
Jtl att. axiU. 4 i Luke xi. 40. However, NokUu. weU utaerves. Dm tlenid. 
No. 404, 414, that JuvennI, in his sUth satire, alludes to this remark, 
able petianoe or submission of this Bemiee to Jewish diselpliae, aasi 
Jests upon her for it ; as do Tacitus, Dio. Sueloniu->. and destos Au««> 
liUft, mention her a» oo«t well known at Kuutm.—lbid. 
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things Bemije was now performing, and stood 
barefoot before Florus's tribunal, and besought him 
[to spare the Jews]. Yet could she neither have 
reverence paid to her, nor could she escape without 
some danger of being slain hersell 

2. This happened upon the sixteenth day of the 
month ArtemissuB [Jyarj. Now on the next day, 
the multitude, who were in a great agony, ran toge- 
ther to the upper market-place, and made the loudest 
lamentations for those that had perished ; and the 
greatest part of the cries were such as reflected on 
Florus ; at which the men of pow^ were affrighted, 
ti^tber with the high-priests, and rent their gar> 
mentB^ and fell down before each of them, and be- 
sought them to leave off, and not to provoke Floras 
to some incurable procedure, besides what they 
had already suffered. Accordingly, the multitude 
complied immediately, out of reverence to those that 
had desired it of them, and out of the hope they had 
tliat Florus would do them no more injuries. 

S. So Florus was troubled that the disturbances 
were over, and endeavoured to kindle the flame 
again, and sent for the high-piiests, with the other 
eminent persons, and said tne only demonstration 
that the people would not make afiy other innova< 
tions should be this, — that they must go out and 
meet the soldiers that were ascending from Cesarea, 
whence two cohorts were coming ; and while these 
men were exhorting the multitude so to do, he sent 
beforehand, and gave directions to the centurions of 
the cohorts, that they should give notice to those 
that were under them, not to return the Jews* sa- 
hitations ; and that if they made any reply to his dis- 
advantage, they should make use of their weapons. 
Now Ihe high-priests assembled the multitude in 
the temple, and desired them to go and meet the 
Romans, and to salute the cohorts very civilly, 
before their miserable case should become incurable. 
Now the seditious part would not comply with these 
persuasions ; but the consideration of those that 
had been destroyed made them incline to those that 
were boldest for action. 

4. At this time it was that every priest, and 
•vex7 servant of Qod, brought out the holy vessels, 
and the ornamental garments wherein they used to 
minister in sacred things. — The harpers also, and 
tlie singers of hymns, came out with their instru- 
ments of music, and fell down before the multitude, 
and begged of them they would preserve those holy 
ornaments to them, and not to provoke the Romans 
to carry off those sacred treasures. You might ako 
see then the high^priests themselves, with dust sprink- 
led in great plenty upon their heads, with bosoms 
deprived of any covering but what was rent ; these 
besiought every one of the emiuent men by name, and 
the multitude in common, that they would not for a 
small offence betray their country to those that were 
desirous to have it laid waste ; saying, « What be- 
nefit will it bring to the soldiers to have a salutation 
from the Jews \ or what amendment of affairs will 
it bring you, if yon do not now go out to meet them ! 
and t£itif they saluted them civilly, all handle 
would be cut off from Florus to begin a war ; that 
they should thereby gain their country, and freedom 
from all farther snffiBrings ; and that, besides, it 
would be a sign of great want of command of 
themselves, if they should yield to a few seditious 
persons, while it was fitter for them who were so 
great a people, to force the others to act soberly." 

5. By these persuasions, which they used to the 
multitude and to the seditious, they restrained some 



by threatenings, and others by the reverence that 
was paid them. After this they led them out, and 
they met the soldiers quietly, and after a composed 
manner, and when they were come up with them, 
they saluted them ; but when they made no answer, 
the seditious exclaimed against Floras, which was 
the signal given for falling upon them. The sol- 
diers therefore encompasMd them presently, and 
strack them with their dubs, and as they fled away, 
the horsemen trampled them down ; so that a great 
many fell down dead by the strokes of the Romans, 
and more by their own vicdoice in crushing one 
another. Now there was a terrible crowding about 
the gates, and while every body was making haste 
to get before another, the flight of them all was re* 
tarded, and a terrible destraction there was among 
those that fell down, for they were suffocated, and 
broken to pieces by the multitude of those that 
were uppermost ; nor could any of them be distin- 
guished by his relations, in order to the can of his 
funeral : the soldiers also who beat them, fell upon 
those whom they overtook, without showing them 
any mercy, and thrust the multitude through the 
place cfOled Beasetha,* as they forced their way, in 
order to get in and seize upon the temple, and the 
tower Antonia. Florus also, being desirous to get 
those places into his possession, brought such as 
were with him out of the king's palace, and would 
have compelled them to get as fiir as the citadel 
[Antonia] ; but his attempt failed, for the people 
immediatelv turned back upon him, and stopped the 
violence of his attempt ; and as they stood upon the 
tops of their houses they threw their darts at the 
Bx)mans, who, as they were sorely galled thereby, 
because those weapons came from above, and they 
were not able to make a passage through the mul- 
titude, which stopped up the narrow passages, they 
retired to the camp which was at the pahuie. 

6. But for the seditious, they were afraid lest 
Fkrus should come again, and get possession of the 
temple, through Antonia ; so they got immediately 
upon those cloisters of the temple that joined to 
Antonia^ and cut them down. This cooled the 
avarice of Florus ; for whereas he was eager to 
obtain the treasures of God [in the temple], and on 
tluit account was desirous of getting into Antonia, 
as soon as the cloisters were broken down he left 
off his attempt ; he then sent for the high-priests 
and the sanhednm, and told them that he was in- 
deed himself going out of the city, but that he would 
leave them as large a garrison as they should desire. 
Hereupon they promisied that they would make no 
innovations, in case he would leave them one band ; 
but not that which had fought with the Jews, be- 
cause the multitude bore ill-will against that band 
on account of what they had sufferra firom it ; so he 
changed the baud as they desired, and with the rest 
of his forces returaed to Cesarea. 

• I tak* tUa BcmUm to ba Uuu nwU hm AdJoinJBg l» Um aorU) aid* 
of Uie iemplfl^ nhtnon i*a* the boaplMl with Bt« pwrtleos or oiolaton, 
and banaaUi which w** the ahaap-pool of BeUiawtoi lato whteh aa 
angal or m tm nngu, at a oartaln awaon, dcooandMl ) aad wbara ha or 
ta«jr, who wan Uia " flnt put into tha pod,* ware cored, John t. I, &e. 
Thtj sitiMtloB oTBaaeiha, in Joaaphiu, on tha north aida oTtha tanipla. 



and not far off tha uiwar Aniooui, axaetiy atfrtaa to the plafia uT iha 
fama pool at ihii day j only the remaining dob tan are bat three. 5i-a 
MaandreL page lOd. The entire buildlngi aaem to hare baan eaS. d 
the Vew City ; and thu part, where waa tha hoepital. paonllarly 0«. 
BathaMla. Seedi. »lx. aeck ft. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

CBSTIUS SBTfDS MBOrOLITANUS THB TRIBUNB TO 8BB 
IN WHAT OORDITION THB AFPAlBft OP THB JBWS 
WERE. AORIPPA MAKES A SPEECH TO THB PBO> 
PLB OF TUB JEWS, THAT HE HAY DIVHHT THEM 
FROM THEIR IHTEKTlOlia OF MAKIKG WAR WITH 
THB ROMANS. 

§ 1. HowBTEBy FloroB oontriyed another way to 
oblige the Jews to beam the war, and sent to Cee- 
tins and accosedthe Jewa falsely of revoltiug [from 
the Roman government], and imputed the begin- 
ning of the former fight to tliem, and pretended 
they had been the authors of that disturbance, 
wherein they were only the sufferers. Yet were 
not tlie governors of Jerusalem silent upon this oc> 
caaioni but did themselves write to Cestios, as did 
Bernice also, about the illegal practices of which 
Floms had been guilty against the city ; who upon 
reading both accounts, consulted with his captains 
[what he should do]. Now some of them thought 
it best for Cestios to go up with his army, either to 
punish the revolt, if it was real, or to settle the 
Roman affairs on a surer foundation, if the Jews 
continued quiet under them ; but he thought it 
best himself to send one of his intimate friends 
beforehand, to see the state of affairs, and to give 
him a £uthfal account of the intentions of the Jews. 
Accordingly he sent one of his tribunes, whose 
name was Neopolitanus, who met with king Agrippa 
as he was returning from Alexandria, at Jamnia, 
and told him who it was that sent him, and on what 
errands he was sent 

2. And hers it was that the high-priests and men 
of power among the Jews, as well as the sanhedrim, 
came to congratulate the king [upon his saf« 
return] ; and after they had paid their respects, 
they kmented their own calamities, and rehUed to 
him what barbarous treatment they had met with 
from Floms. At which barbarity Agrippa had 
great indignation, but transferred, after a subde 
manner, his anger towards those Jews whom he 
really pitied, that he might beat down their high 
thoughts of themselves, and would have them 1m- 
lieve that they had not been so unjustly treated, in 
order to dissuade them from avenging themsdves. 
. So these great men, as of better understanding than 
the rest, and desirous of peace, because of the pos- 
sessions tl^ey had, understood that this rebuke which 
the king gave them was intended for tlieir good ; 
but as to the people, they came sixty furlongs out 
of Jerusalem, and coogratuUted both Agrippa and 
Neopolitanus ; but the wives of thoee that had been 
shun came running first of all and lamenting. The 
people also when they heard their mourmog, fell 
into lamentations also^ and besought Agrippa to 
assist them : they also cried out to Neopolitanus, 
and complaiued oi ihe many miseries they had en- 
dured under Floras ; and they showed them, when 
they were come into the eitv, how the market -jpJace 
was made desolate, and the houses plundered. They 
then persuaded Neopolitanus, by the means of 
Agrippa, that he would walk round the city, with only 
one servant, as &r as Siloam, that he might inform 
himself that the Jews submitted to all the rest of 
the Romans, and were only displeased at Fionas, 
by reason of his exceeding barbarity to them. So 
he walked round, and had suflBcient experience of 
the good temper the people were in, and then went 



up to the temple, where he called the multitude to- 
gether, and highly commended them for their 
fidelity to tlie Ranans, and earnestly exhorted them 
to keep the peace; and havmg performed such 
parts of divine wondiip at the temple as he was al- 
lowed to do, he returned to Cesttus. 

3. But as for the multitude of the Jews, they 
addressed themselves to the king, and to the high- 
priests, and desired they might have leave to send 
ambassadors to Nero against Florus, and not by 
their silence afford a suspicion that they had been 
the occasion of such great slaughters as had been 
made, and were disposed to revolt, alleging that 
they should seem to have been the first beginners 
of the war, if they did not prevent the report by 
showing who it was that began it ; and it appeared 
openly that ^ev would not be quiet, if any body 
should hinder them from sending such an embas- 
sage. Bnt Agrippa, although he thought it too 
dMgerous a thins for them to appoint men to go as 
the accusers of Floras, yet did he not think it fit 
for him to overlook them, as they were in a dispo- 
sition for war. He therefore called the multitude 
together into a large gallery, and placed his aiater 
Bernice in the honse of the Asamoneans, that she 
might be seen by them (which house was over the 
eallery, at the passage to the upper city, where the 
bridge joined tne temple to the gallery), and spake 
to them as follows : — 

4. *^ Had I perceived that you were all sealousJy 
disposed to go to war with the Ronoans, and that 
the purer and more sincere part of the people did 
not propose to live in peace, I had not come out to 
you, nor been so bold as to give you counsel ; for 
all discourses that tend to persuade men to do what 
they ought to do is superfluous, when the hearers 
are agreed to do the contrary. But because some 
are earatot to go to war beoiuae they are youug, 
and without experience of the miseries it brings ; 
and because some are for it, out of an unreasonable 
expectatbn of regaining their liberty, and because 
others hope to get by it, and are therefore earnestly 
bent upon it ; that in the confusion of your affairs 
they may gain what belongs to those that are too 
weak to resist them, I have Uiought proper to get 
you all together, and to say to you what I think to 
be for ^our advantage ; that so the former may 
grow wiser, and change their minds, and that the 
best men may oome to no harm by the ill conduct 
of some others. And let not any one be tumultu- 
ous against me, in case what they hear me say do 
not pUase them ; for as to those that admit of no 
cure, but are resolved upon a revolt, it will stall be 

' la Uila tpceeh eTklaf Ajripp* we bAt« aa aatlMBde aoomnt of tha 
•xtaat aad MvangUi of urn AoiBaa anplia whaa tkm ivwtah itar bcgaa. 
Aad this qwMh, with other elroanutaooet la JoMabaa, daoMMUtnUM 
howwlMaadhowgraatapoMnAffrtppawai, mo4 why J ■ t ' "" **— 
whm oalb hin Sca/UiCUnarar09y a incMk weadoftl. araSadnMi 
naa, Oantr. Ap. 1. •. He li Um tHM Agilppa wha add to Faal, ." AI- 
BiuM thou perwuulest m« to b* a ObrisUaa,** AoU utL Mi aad d 
whoBi M. Paol laid, " Ha wm aapert la aS tha wl wia i i aad q«««tlom 
of tha Jaw»," v. •. iiaa aaothar inUtatton of tha Untta oT tha Eooian 
ampirt, Ofthc War, h. Ui. eh. t. leeC 7. But what aeatta to ma nrr 
nmaikabia hernia this, that wbeaJoMphua, la fanltallaa of thaOmk* 
aad Butaan>, tor wheaa mm ha wrote hU Aatl^aiUoa, did kinaair ^' 
queatljr eompeea the apecchea whioh be pot lato their mooAka, they 
app«ar, hgr the poUttaeM of their oonnpoeltKNi, aad thalrSli^taarem' 
torjr, to be act the real apeecliea of the per>-oBa oooeemad, who aaoally 
waraaoonttort, bttterhiaownalctaateiirapoaltkn. TheapeaAbatav 
va U of aaother aatunv f^' ^T undeaiable flMU» and eompoaad la • 
plain and unartftaL hut movinf woar; so n appeats to be klac Afr^pa;8 
awn qieaeh, aad to have bean tiveu Jeaaphaa I7 Agrippa vBomk, with 
whom Joiephuahad thegraatmtfMendriiip. Kor may we oaalt Afrif- 
paa eoDMtaat doctrtne bam, thai thia Bomaa empke waa latoed aad 
aupported bjr PtTtae Previdaneai and that thcarfoee Ik waa la nta ftw 
theJewB,oranirotherB, tothtakoT deatnjrint It. Her may wa aagk^ 
to take aotiea oT Agrippati aokma appeal to Che atigelek heaenaad} the 
like appeal* to which we have ia St. Paul. 1 Tim. ▼. 8S, aad b; tbr 
apoatlM ta irMMial, la the fona of the erdlaatlea cf Maheps OWi ai tiat . 
Apoak Till. 4. 
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iu tlieir power to retain the same sentiments after 
my exliortation is OTer ; but still mjr discoorse will 
fidl to tile groundy even with relation to tiioee that 
haTe a mind to hear me, unless yon will all keep 
silence. I am well aware that many make a tragi- 
cal exclamation concerning the injuries that have 
been offered yon by your procurators, and concern- 
ins the glorious advantages of liberty ; but before 
1 begin the inquiry, who you are that must go to 
war, and who they are against whom you must 
fight,— I shall first separate those pretences that 
are by some connected together ; for if you aim at 
avenging yourselves on those that have done you 
injur^r* why do von pretend this to be a war for re- 
covering your liberty ! but if you diink all servitude 
intolerable, to what purpose serve your complunts 
to particular governors! for if they treated you 
with moderation, it would still be equally an un- 
worthy thing to be in servitude. Consider now the 
several cases that may be supposed, how little oc- 
casion there is for your going to war. Your first 
occasionis, the accusations you have to make against 
>-our procurators : now here you ought to be sub- 
missive to those in authority, and not give tliem 
any provocation : but when you reproach men 
greatly for small offences, you excite those whom 
you reproach to be your adversaries ; for this will 
ooly make them leave off hurting you privately, 
and with some degree of modesty, and to lay what 
yon have waste openly. Now nothing so much 
damps the force of strokes as bearing them with 
patience ; and the quietness of those who are in- 

Jured, diverts the injurious persons from a£Bicting. 
)at let UH take it for granted, that the Roman 
ministers are injurious to you, and are incurably 
severe ; yet are they not all the Romans who thus 
injure you ; nor hath Cresar, against whom you 
are going to make war, injured you : it is not by 
tlieir command tliat any wicked governor is sent to 
you ; for they who are in the west cannot see 
those that are in the east ; nor indeed is it easy 
for them there, even to hear what is done in these 
parte. Now it is absurd to make war with a 
great many for the sake of one ; to do so with such 
mighty people, for a small cause ; and tliis when 
these people are not able to know of what you oom- 
piaiu : nay, such crimes as we complain of may 
soon be corrected, for the same procurator will not 
continue for ever ; and probable it is that the suc- 
cessors will come with more moderate inclinations. 
But as for war if it be onoo begun, it is not easily 
laid down again, nor borne witlMut calamities com- 
ing therewith. However, aa to the desire of recov- 
ering your liberty, it is unseasonable to indulge it 
so late ; whereas you ought to have laboured ear- 
neetly in old time that yon might never have lost 
it : for the first experience of slavery was hard to 
be eudoxed, and the struggle that yon might never 
have been subject to it would have been just ; 
but that sUve who hath once been brought into 
aobjectiou, and then runs away, is rather a refrac- 
tory slave than a lover of liberty ; for it was then 
the proper time for doing all things that was possi- 
ble, that you might have never admitted the Ro- 
mans [uito your city] when Pompey first came into 
the country. But so it was, that our ancestors and 
their kings, who were iu much better circumstances 
than we are, both as to money and [strong] bodies, 
and [valiant] souls, did not bear the onset of a 
small body of the Roman army. And yet you who 
have not accustomed yourselves to obedience from 



one generation to another, and who are so much 
inferior to tiiose who first submitted in your cir- 
cumstances, will venture to oppose the entire em- 
pire of the Romans ; while those Athenians, who, 
m order to prseerve the liberty of Greece, did once 
set fire to their own city ; who pursued Xerxes, that 
proud prince, when he sailed upon the sea ; and 
could not be contained by the seas, but conducted 
such an army as was too broad for Europe ; and 
made him run away like a fugitive in a single ship, 
and brake so great a part of Asia at the lesser Sa- 
lamis. are ^et at this time servante to the Romans ; 
and uose mjnuctions which •are sent from Italy, 
become laws to the principal goveniing city of 
Greece. — Those Lacedemonians also, who got the 
great victories at Thermopylie and Platea, and had 
Agesilaus, [for their king], and searched every 
comer of Asia, are content to admit the same lords. 
These Macedonians also, who still fancy what great 
men their Philip and Alexander were, and see that 
the hitter had promised them the empn« over the 
world, these bear so great a cfaanse, and pay their 
obedience to those whom fortune hath advanced in 
their stead. — Moreover, ten thousand other nations 
there are, who had greater reason than we to claim 
their entire liberty, and yet do submit You are 
the only people who think it a disgrace to be ser- 
vante to tnose to whom all the world hath submit- 
ted. What sort of aa army do you rely on t What 
are the arms you depend on t Where is your fleet 
that may seize upon the Roman seas I and where 
are those treasures that may be sufficient for your , 
undertakings ! Do you suppose, I ]^ray you, that 
you are to make war with the Egyptuins, and with 
the Arabians t Will you not carefully reflect upon 
the Roman empire t Will you not estimate your 
own weakness ! Hath not your army been often 
beaten even bv your neighbouring nations, while 
the power of the Romans is invincible in all parte 
of the habitable earth 1 nay, rather they seek for 
somewhat still beyond that, for all Euphrates is 
not a sufficient boundary for them on the east side, 
nor Uie Danube on the north, and for their southern 
limit, Lybia has been searched over by them, as 
far as countries uninhabited, as is Cadiz their limit 
on the west, nay, indeed, th^ have sought for ano- 
ther habitable earth beyond the ocean, and have 
carried their arms as far as such British isUmds as 
were never known before. What therefore do you 
pretend to do t Are you richer than the QaulS| 
stronger than the Germans, wiser than the Greeks, 
more numerous than all the men upon the habitable 
earth f— What confidence is it that elevates you to 
oppose the Romans t Perhaps it will be said, it is 
hard to endure shtvery. Yes ; how much harder 
is it to the Greeks, who were esteemed the noblest 
of all people under the sun t These, although they 
inhabit a large country, are in subjection to six 
bundles of Roman rods. It is the same case witli 
th« Maeedonians, who have justor reason to dafan 
their liberty than you have. What is the case of 
five hundred cities of Aaia t do they not submit to 
a single governor, and to the consular bundle of 
rods 1 What need I speak of the Ueniochi, and 
Colchi, and the nation ef Tanri, those that mhabit 
the Bosphorus, and the nations about Pootna, and 
Meotis, who fonherly knew not so much as a lord 
of their own, but are now subject to three thousand 
armed men, and where forty long ships keep the 
sea in peace, which before was not navigable, and 
very tempestuous I How strong a plea may Bithy- 
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nia, and Cappadocia, and the people of Pamphylia, 
the Lyciana, and Ciliciana, put in for liberty I but 
they are made tributary without an army. What 
are the eiroumstances of the Thracians, whose 
oountry extends in breadth five days's journey, and 
in length seven, and is of a much more hunh con- 
stitution, and much more defensible than yours, 
and, by the rigour of its cold, sufficient to keep off 
armies from attacking them t do not they submit 
to two thousand men of ^e Roman garrisons t 
Are not the lUyrians, who inhabit the country ad- 
joining, as far as Dalmatia and the Danube, go- 
verned by barely two legions t bv which also they 
put a stop to the incursions of the Dacians ; and 
for the Dalmatians, who have made such fre-' 
quent insurrections, in order to regain their liberty, 
aud who could never before be so thoroughly sub- 
dued, but that they always gathered tiieir forces 
together again, and revolted, yet are they now very 
quiet under one Roman legion. Moreover, if great 
wlvanta^ might provoke any people to revolt, the 
(Sauls might do it best of all, as bemg so thoroughly 
walled round by nature ; on the east side of tho 
Alps, on the north by tfie river Rhine, on the 
south by the Pyrenean iftountains, and on the west 
by the ocean. — Now, although these Gauls have 
such obstacles before them to nrevent any attack 
upon them, and have no fewer toan three hundred 
and five nations among them, nay have, as one 
may say, the fountains ol domestic happineas within 
themselves, and send out plentiful streams of hap- 
, pinees over ahnost the whole world, tiiese bear to 
be tributary to the Romans, and derive their pros- 
perous condition from them ; and they undergo 
this, not because they are of effeminate minds, or 
because they are of an ignoble stock, as having 
borne a war of eighty years, in order to preserve 
their liberty ; but by reason of the great regard 
they have to the power of the Romans, and uieir 
good fortune, which is of greater efficacy than their 
arms. These Gauls, therefore, are kept in servi- 
tude by twelve hundred soldiers, who are hardly 
■o many as are their cities ; nor hath the gold dug 
out of the mines of Spain been sufficient for the 
support of a war to preserve theb liberty, nor 
oould their vast distance from the Romans b v land 
and by sea do it ; nor could the martial tnbes of 
the Lnsitanians and Spaniards escape ; no more 
oould the ocean, with its tide, which yet was terri- 
ble to the ancient inhabitants. Nay, Uie Romans 
have extended their arms beyond the pillars of 
Hercules, and have walked among the clouds, upon 
the Pyrenean mountains, and have subdued these 
nations ; and one legion Lb a sufficient guard for 
these pecmle, although they were so hard to be 
conquered, and at a distance so remote from Rome. 
Who is there among yon that hath not heard of 
the great number of the Germans t You have, to 
be sure, yourselves seen them to be strong and tall, 
and that Irequeuily, since the Romans mive thm 
among their captives everywhere ; yet these Ger- 
mans, who dwdl in an immense country, who have 
minds greater than their bodies, and a soul Uiat 
despises death, and who are in rage more fierce 
than wild beaste, have the Rhine for the boundary 
of their enterprises, and are tamed by eight Roman 
legions. Sucti of them as were taken captives be- 
came their servants ; and the rest of tne entire 
nation were obliged to save themselves by flight. 
Do jroa also, who depend on the walls of Jenisalem, 
eonstder what a waU the Britons had : for the Ro- 



mans sailed away to them, and subdued them while 
tbey were encompassed by ihe ocean, and inhabited 
an island that is not less than [the continent of] 
this habitable earth, and four legions are a sufficient 
guard to so large an island : and why should I 
speak much more about this matter, while tho 
Parthians, that most warlike body of men, and 
lords of so many nations, and encompassed with 
such mighty forces, send hostages to the Romans ; 
whereby you may see, if you jAease, even in Italy, 
the noblest nation of the east, under the notion of 
peace, submitting to serve them. Now, when al- 
most all people under the sun submit to ihe Roman 
arms, will you be the onl^ people that make war 
aeainst them t and this without regarding the fate 
of the Carthaginians, who, in the midst of their 
brags of tho great Hannibal, and the nobili^ of 
their Phenictan original, fell by the hand of Scipio. 
Nor indeed have the Cyrenians, derived- from the 
Lacedemonians, nor tlie Marmarids, a nation ex- 
tended as far as the regions uninhabitable for want 
of water, nor have the Syrtes, a place terrible to 
such as barely hear it described, the Nasamons 
and Moors, ,and the immense multitude of the 
Numidians, been able to put a stop to the Roman 
valour ; and as for the third part of the habitable 
earth [Africa], whose nations are so many, that it 
is not easy to number them, and which is bounded 
by the AUantic sea, and the Pillars of Hercules, 
and feeds an innumerable multitude of Ethiopians, 
as far as the Red sea, these have the Romans sub- 
dued entirely. And besides the annual fruits of 
the earth, which, maintain the multitude of the 
Romans for eight months in the year, this, over 
and above, pays all sorts of tribute, aud affords 
revenues suitable to the necessities of the govern* 
ment Nor do they, like you, esteem such injunc- 
tions a disgrace to them, although they have but 
one Roman legion that abides among diem ; and 
indeed what occssion is there for showine you tlie 
power of the Romans over remote countries, whev. 
it is so easy to learn it from Egypt, in your neigh- 
bourhood 1 This country is extended as far as the 
Ethiopians, and Arabia the Happy, and borders 
upon India ; it hath seven millions five hundr^ 
thousand men, besides the inhabitants of Alexan- 
dria, as may be learned from the revenue of the 
poll-tax ; yet it is not ashamed to submit to the 
Roman government, although it hath Alexandria aa 
a grand temptation to a revolt, by reason it is so 
full of people and of riches, and u besides exceed - 
1' ipe^ ita length being thirty furlongs, and its 
breadth no less than ten ; and it pays more tribute 
to the Romazis in one month than you do in a year : 
nay, besides what it pays in money, it sends Oiirii 
to liome that supports it for four months [in 
the year] : it is also walled round on all aides, 
either by almost impassable deserts, or seas that 
have no havens, or by rivers, or by Ukes ; yet 
have none of these tmnss been found too strong 
for the Roman good fortune ; however, two 
legions that lie in that city are a bridle both 
for the remoter parts of Egypt, and for the 
parts inhabited by the more noble Maoedoniana. 
Where then are those people whom you are to have 
for your auxiliaries ! Must they come from parts 
of the world that are uninhabited I for all that are 
in the habitable earth are [under the] Romaiis. — 
Unless any of you extend his hopes as far as beyond 
the Euphrates, and suppose that those of your omi 
nation that dwell iu Adiabene will oome to your 
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assUtAiice (but oertainly these will not embAmsB 
themeelves with an nnjustifiable war, nor, if they 
ahould foUow such ill advice, will the Parthians 
pennit them so to do^ ; for it is their oonoem to 
maintain the truce that is between them and the 
Romans, and they wiil be supposed to break the 
eovenants between them, if any under their govern- 
ment march against the Romans. What remains 
therefore, is this, that yon have recourse to divine 
assistanoe ; but this is abeady on the side of the 
Romans ; for it is impossible that so vast an empire 
should be settled witboat God's providence. Re- 
flect upon it, how impossible it is your zealous ob- 
servation of vour religious customs to be here pre- 
served, which are hani to be observed, even when 
yon fight with those whom yon are able to conquer ; 
and how can you then hope for God's assistance, 
when, by being forced to transgress his law, you 
will make him turn his face from you ! and if you 
do observe the custom of the Sabbath-days, and 
will not be prevailed on to do anything uiereon, 
you will easily be taken, as was your forefathers by 
Pompey, who was the busiest iu his sic -k. on those 
days on which the besieged rested ; I ..t if in time 
of war you transgress the law of your country, I 
cannot tell on whose account you will afterward go 
to war ; for your oonoem is but one, that you do 
nothing against any of your forefathers ; ^d how 
will you call upon God to assist ^ou, when you are 
volontariiy transgressing against his religion! 
Now, all men that go to war, do it either as depend- 
ing on divine or on human assistance ; but since 
your going to war will cut off both those assistances, 
those that are for going to war choose evident de- 
struction. lAThat hinders you from slaying your 
children and wives with your own hands, and burn- 
ing this most excellent native city of yours t for by 
tkuB mad prank you will, however, escape the re- 
proach of being beaten ; but it were best, O my 
friends, it were best, while the vessel is still in the 
haven, to foresee the impending storm, and not to 
set sail out of the port into the middle of the hurri- 
canes ; for we justly pity those who full into great 
misfortunes without foreseeing them ; but for him 
who rushes into manifest ruin, be gams reproaches 
[instead of commiseration]. But certainly no one 
can imagine that you can enter into a war as by an 
agreement, or that when the Romans have got you 
under thenr power, they will use you with modera- 
tion, or will not nther, for an eiiample to other 
nations, bum ^our holy city, and utterly destroy 
your whole nation ; for those of you who shall sur- 
vive the war will not be able to find a place whither 
to flee, since all men have the Roinans for their 
lords already, or are afraid they shall have hereaf- 
ter. Nay, indeed, the danger concerns not those 
Jews tliat dwell here only, but tiiose of them who 
dwelt in other cities also ; for there is no people 
upon the habitable earth which have not some por- 
tion of you among them, whom your enemies will 
slay, in case you go to war, and on that account 
also ; and so every city that hath Jews in it will be 
filled with slaughter for the sake only of a few men, 
and they who slay them will be pardoned ; but if 
that slaughter be not made by them, consider how 
wicked a thing it is to take arms against those that 
are so kind to you. Have pity, therefore, if not on 
your children and wives, yet upon this your metro- 
polis, ahd its sacred walls ; spare tlie temple and 
preserve the holy house, with its holy furniture, for 
yourselves ^ for if the Romans get yoa under their 



power, they will no longer abstain from them, when 
their former abstinence shall have been so ungrate- 
fully requited. I call to witness your sanctuary, 
and the holy ansels of God, and this country com- 
mon to us all, that I have not kept back any thing 
that is for your preservation ; and if you will follow 
that advice which you ought to do, you will have 
that peace whidi will be common to you and td 
me ; but if vou indulge your passions, you will run 
those hazards which 1 shall be free fj^om." 

5. When Agrippa had spoken thus, both he and 
his sister wept, and by the v tears repressed a great 
deal of the violence of the people ; but still they 
cried out, that they would not fight against the 
Romans but against Florus, on account of what 
they had suffered by his means. To which Agrippa 
replied, that what they had abeady done was like 
such as make war against the Romans ; ^ for you 
have not paid the tribute which is due to Cedsar ;* 
and you have cut off the cloisters [of the temple] 
from joining to the tower Antonia. You will 
therefore prevent any occasbn of revolt, if you will 
but join these together again, and if you will but 
pay your tribute ; for the citadel does not now be- 
lone to Florus, nor are you to pay the tribute-money 
to Florus." 



CHAPTER XVII. 

HOW THB WAR OF THB JEWS WITH TH£ ROMANS 
BJSGAN ; AMD C0NCB1UC1N0 MAMABBM. 

§ 1. This advice the people hearkened to, acnd went 
up into the temple with the king and Bemice, and 
began to^ rebuild the cloisters : the rulers abo 
and senators divided themselves into the villaees, 
and collected the tributes, and soon got together 
forty talents, which was the sum that was deficient. 
And thus did Agrippa then put a stop to Uiat war 
which was threatened. Moreover, he attempted to 
persuade the multitude to obey Florus, until Csesar 
should send one to succeed him ; but they were 
hereby more provoked, and cast reproaches upon 
the king, and sot him excluded out of the ci^ ; 
nay, some of the seditious had the impudence to 
throw stones at him. So when the king saw that 
the violence of those that were for innovations 
was not to be restrained, and being very angry at 
the contumelies he had received, he sent their 
rulers, together with their men of power, to Florus, 
to Cesarea, that he might appoint whom he thought 
fit to collect the tribute in the country, while he 
retired into his own kingdom. 

2. And at this time it was that some of those 
that principally excited the people to go to war, 
made an assault upon a certain fortress called Ma- 
sada. They took it by treachery, and slew the Ro- 
mans that were there, and put others of their own 
party to keep it. At the same time Eleazar, the 
son of Ananias the high-priest, a very bold youth^ 
who was at that time governor of the temple, per- 
suadAd those that officutted in the dlvme service to 
receive no gift or sacrifice for any foreigner. And 
this was the true beginning of our war with the 
Romans : for they rejected the sacrifice of Cssar 
on this account : and when numy of the high-piiesta 
and principal men besought them not to omit the 



totbeBomMt, «sa«piliic th« eltj of Jopp*, M. 
iri M SpanMoi o b M r rw bom ite Antf^ U : 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



5}0 



WARS OF THE JEWS. 



dOOK II. 



Bftcrifioe, whieh it was coatomary for them to offer 
for their princes, they would not be prevailed upon. 
These rehed much upon their multitude, for the 
most flourishing part of the innovators assisted 
them ; but they had the chief regard to Eletaar, 
the governor of the temple. 

8. Hereupon the men of power got toother, and 
eonfened with the high-priests, as did also the 
prinelpal of the Pharisees ; and thinking all was at 
stake, and that their calamities were becoming in- 
curable, took counsel what was to be done. Ac- 
eordinsly they determined to try what they could 
do witn the seditious by words, and assembled the 
people before the brazen gate, which was that gate 
of the inner temple [court of the prints] which 
looked towards the sun-rising. And, in the first 
place, they showed the great indignation they had 
at this attempt for a revolt, and for their bringing 
so great a war upon their country : after which 
thev confuted their pretence as unjustifiable, and 
told them, that their forefathers had adorned their 
temple in great part with donations bestowed on 
them by foreigners, and bad always received whAt 



had been presented to them from forei^ nations ; 
i that they had been so far from rejecting any 



andl 



person's sacrifice (which would be the highest in- 
stance of impiety), that they had themselves placed 
those donations about the temple which were still 
visible^ and had remained there so long a time : 
that they did now irritate the Rom>ns to take arms 
against them, and invited them to make war upon 
them, and brought up novel rules of stranse divine 
worship, and delermmed to run the hazara of hav- 
ing their city condemned for impiety, while they 
would not allow any foreigners but Jews onlv, either 
to sAcrifioe or to worship therein. And if such a 
law should ever be introduced in the case of a single 
person only, he would have iudi^^nation at it, as an 
instance of inhnmsnity determmed against him ; 
while they have no regard to the Romans or to 
Csesar, and forbade even their obUtions to be re- 
oeived also ; that however they cannot but fear, 
lesl^ by thus rejecting their sacrifices, they shall 
not be allowed to offbr their own ; and that this 
eitv will lose its principality, unless they grow wiser 
qulcklv, and restore the sacrifices as formerly ; and 
indeed amend the injury [they have offered to fo- 
reigners] before the report of it comes to the ears 
of those that have been injured. 

4. And as they said these things, they produced 
those priests that were skilful in the customs of 
their count^^ who made the report, that all their 
forefathers bad received the sacrifioes from foreign 
nations. — But still not one of the innovators woiSd 
hearken to what was said ; nay, those that minis- 
tered about the temple woidd not attend their divine 
service, but were preparing matters for beginning 
the war. So the men of power, perceiving that the 
sedition was too hard for them to subdue, and that 
tlie danger which would arise from the Romans 
would come upon them first of all, eiideavonred to 
save themselves, and sent ambassadors ; some to 
Florus, the chi^ of whom was Simon the B«n of 
Ananias ; and others to Agrippa, among whom 
the most eminent was Saul, and Antipas, and Cos- 
tobarus, who were of the king's kindied ; and they 
desired of them both that they would come with an 
army to the city, and cut off the sedition before it 
should be too hard to be subdued. Now this tern* 
Lie message was good news to Floms ; and because 
hi8 dosign was to have a war lundled, he gave the 



ambassadors no 'answer at all. Bat Agrippa was 
equally solicitous for those that were revolting, and 
for those agsinst whom the war was to be made^ 
and was desirous to preserve the Jews for the Ro- 
mans, and the temple and metropolis for the Jews ; 
he was also sensible that it was not for his own ad- 
vantage that the disturbances' should proeeed ; so 
he sent three thousand horsemen to the assistance 
of the people out of Auranids, and Batanea, and 
Trachonitis, and these under Darius, the master of 
his horse ; and Philip the son of Jicimu8» the 
general of his army. 

5. Upon this the men of power, with the high- 
priest, as also all the part of the multitude that were 
desirous of peace, took courage, and seized upon 
the upper city [Mount ZionJ ; for the seditious 
part had the lower city and the temple in their 
power : so they made use of stones and slings per- 
petually against one another, and threw darts e(m- 
tinually on both sides 1 and sometimes it happened 
that thev made excursions by trooper and fought it 
out hand to hand, while the seditious were superior 
in boldness, but the king's soldiers in skill. These 
last strove chiefly to gain the temple, and to drive 
those out pf it who profaned it ; as did the seditioas, 
with Eleazar (besides what they had ahready) la- 
bour to gain the upper city. Thus were there per- 
petual slaughters on both sides for seven days'time ; 
but neither side would yield up the parts they had 
seized upon. 

6. Now the next day was the festival of Xylo- 
phory ; upon which the custom was for every one 
to bring wood for the altar (that there might never 
be a want of fuel for that fire which was unquench- 
able and always burning). Upon thiCt day they 
excluded the opposite pi^y from the observation 
of this part of TCligion. And when they had joined 
to themiBelves many of the Siearii, who crowded in 
among the weaker people (that was the name of 
such robbers as had under their boaoins swords 
called Sicffi), they grew bolder, and carried their 
undertakings farther, insomuch that the king's sol- 
diers were overpowered by their multitude and 
boldness ; and so they gave way, and were driven 
out of the upper city by force. The others then 
set fire to the house of Ananias the high-priest, and 
to the palaces of Agrippa and Bemice ; after whieh 
they carried the fin to the place where the archives 
were reposited, and made naste to bum the eon- 
tracts Mionging to their creditors, and thereby 
dissolve their obligations for pv^ ^^^^ debts ; 
and this was done, in order to gain the mnllitoda 
of those who had been debtors, and that they might 
persuade the poorer sort to join in their insurxeo- 
tion with safety against the more wealthy ; so the 
keepers of the records fled away, and the rest set 
fire to thflODo. And when they had thus burnt down 
the nerves of the city, they fell upon their enemies ; 
at which time some of the men of power, and of the 
high-priests, went into the vaults under ground, 
and concealed themselves, while others fled with 
the king's soldiers to the upper palaoa, and shut 
the ffates immediately : among whom were Ananias 
the high-priest, and the ambassadors that had been 
sent to Agrippa. And now the seditious were om- 
tented with the viotoxy th^ had gotten, and the 
buildings they had burnt down^ and proeeeded no 
fSurther. 

7. But on the next day, whieh was the fiHoenfli 
of the month Lous [Ab], they made an aasanlt 
upon Antonia,and besieged the gairiaon which 
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was in it two days, and then took the ganrisoo, and 
slew them, and set the citadel on fire ; after which 
tliey inarched to the palace, whither the kmg's aol- 
diers were fled, and parted themaeWes into four 
bodies, and made an attack i^a the walls. As 
for those that were within it, no one had the cou- 
rage to sally out, because those that assaulted them 
were so numerous ; but thej distributed themselves 
into breast- works and turrets, and shot at the be- 
seigers, whereby many of the robbers fell nnder the 
wafis ; nor did they cease to fight one with another 
either by night or by day ; while the seditious 
supposed that those within would grow weary for 
want of food ; and those within, supposed the 
others would do the like by the tediousnen of the 
Beige. . 

8. In the meantime one Manahem, the son of 
Judas, that was called the Galilean (who was a very 
cunning sophister, and had formerly reproached 
the Jews under Cyrenius, that after God tney were 
subject to the Romans) took some of the men of 
note with him, and retired to Maiiada, where he 
broke open king Herod's armoury, and gave arms 
not only to his own people, but to other robbers 
also. These he made use of for a guard, and re- 
turned in the state of a king to Jerusalem ; and 
became the leader of the sedition, and gave orders 
for continuing the siege ; but the^ wanted proper 
instruments, and it was not practicable to under- 
mine the wall, because the darts came down upon 
them from aboTo. But still they dug a mine, from 
a great distance, under one of the towers, and made 
it totter ; and having done that, they set on fire 
what was combustible, and left it ; and when the 
foondatioBB were burnt below, the tower fell down 
suddenly. Yet did they meet with another wall 
that had been built within, for the besieged were 
sensible beforehand of wlMt they were doing, and 
probably the tower shook as it was undermining ; 
so they provided themselves with another fortifica- 
tion ; which when the besiegers unexpectedly saw, 
while they thought they had already gained the 
place, they were nnder some consternation. How- 
ever, those that were within sent to Manahem, and 
to the other leaders of the sedition, and desired 
tiuU they mig^t go out upon a capitulation ; this 
was granted to i& king's soldiers and their own 
countrymen only, who went out accordingly ; but 
the Romans that were left alone were greatly de- 
jected, for they were not able to force their way 
throoffh such a multitude ; and to desire them to 
give them their right hand for their security, they 
thought would be a reproach to them ; and besides 
if tiMV should give it them, they durst not depend 
upon it ; so they deserted their camp, as easily 
taken, and ran away to the royal tower8,*^that 
called Hippicus, that called Phasaelus, and that 
called Manamne. But Manahem and his party 
fell upon the pUoe whence the soldiers were fled, 
and slew as many of them as they could catch, 
before they got up to the towers, and plundered 
what they len behmd them, and set fire to their 
camp. This was executed on the sixth day of the 
month Gorpieus [Elul]. 

d. But on the next diay the high priest was caught 
where be had concealed himself in an aqueduct } 
be was sUin, toffether with Heiekiah his brother, 
by the robbers : hereupon the seditious besieged the 
towen» and kept them guarded, lest anv one of the 
aoldiem should escape. Now the overthrow of the 
plasea of strength, and the death of the high-pjiest 



Ananias, so puflfod up lianahem, that be became 
barbarously cruel ; and as he thought he had ne 
antagonist to dispute the management of affairs 
with him, he was no better than an insupportable 
tyrants but Eleaar and his party, when words had 
passed between them, how it was not proper when 
they revolted from the Romans, ont of the desire ol 
liberty, to betray that liberty to any of their own 
people, and to bear a lord, who, though he should 
be guilty of no violence, was yet meaner than them* 
selves ; as also, that, in case they were obliged to 
set some one over their pnblie affiurs, it was fitter 
they should give that privilege to any one rather 
than to him, they made an assault upon him in the 
temple ; for he went up thither to worship in a 
pompous manner, and adorned with royal garments^ 
and had his followers with him in their armour 
But Eleasar and his party fell violentiy upon him, 
as did also the rest of the people, and taking up 
stones to attack him withal, they threw them at the 
sophister, and thought that if he were once mined, 
the entire sedition would fidl to the ground. Now 
Manahem and his party made resistance for a 
while ; but when they perceived that the whole 
multitude were fallinc upon them, they fled which 
way eveij one was able ; those that were caught 



shun, and those that hid themselves were 
searched for. A few there were of them who pri« 
vately escarod to Masada, amon^ whom was Eleazar, 
the son of Janus, who was of km to Msnahem, and 
acted the part of a tyrant at Masada afterward. As 
for Mananem hunself, he ran away to the place 
called Ophla, and there lay skulking in private ; 
but they took hhn alive, and drew him out before 
them all ; t)iey then tortured him with many sorts 
of torments^ and after all slew him, as they did by 
those that were captains under him also, and par- 
ticularly by the principal instrument of his tyranny 
whose name was Apsaiom. 

10. And, as I said, so far truly the people assisted 
them, while they hoped this might aflbrd some 
amendment to the seditious practices; but the 
others were not in haste to put an end to the war, 
but hoped to proeecute it with less danger, now they 
had slain Manahem. It is tme^ that when the 
»le eamestiy deshred that they would leave o£f 
the soldiers, they were the most earnest 
in pressing it forward, and this till Metilins, who 
was the Roman general, sent to JQeanur, and de- 
sued that they would give them security to spare 
their lives only ; but agreed to deliver up tneir 
arms, and what else they had with them. The 
others readUy complied with theur petition, sent to 
them Gorion, the son of Nioodemus, and Ananias, 
the son of Sadduk, and Judas, the son of Jonathan, 
that they might give them the security of their right 
hands, and of their oaths : after whidi Metilius 
brought down his soldiers ; which soldiers, while 
they were in arms, were not meddled with by any 
of the seditious, nor was there any appearance <m 
treachery : but as soon as, according to theartieles 
of capitnlation, they had sll laid down their shields 
and wev swords, and were under no further suspi- 
cion of any harm, but were gomg away, Eleasff's 
men attacked them after a violent manner, and en- 
compassed them round, and slew them, ^hiie they 
neither defended themselves nor entreated for 
merey, but only cried oat upon the breach of their 
articles cf capitdation and thehr oaths. And thus 
were all these men barbarously murdered, excepting 
Metilius ; for when he entreated for mercy, and 
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promised he would torn Jew, and be circumcised, 
they saved htm alive, bat none else. This loss to the 
Romans was but light, there being no more than a 
few slain out of an immense army ; but still it ap- 
peared to be a prelude to the Jews' own destruction, 
while men made pnblic lamentation when they saw 
that such oooasions were afforded for a war as were 
incorable ; that the city was all over polluted with 
such abominations, from which it was but reasonable 
to expeet some vengeance, even though they should 
escape revenge from the Romans ; so that the city 
was filled with sadness, and every one of the mode- 
rate men in it were under great disturbance, as 
likely themselves to undergo punishment for the 
wickedness of the seditious ; for indeed it so hap- 
pened that this murder was perpetrated on the 
Siibbath day, on which day the Jews have a respite 
from their works on account of divine worship. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

THB CALAMITIES AND BLAUOHTBBS THAT CAMS UFON 
THB JEWS. 

S 1. Now the people of Cesarea had slain the Jews 
that were among them on the very same day and 
hour [when the soldiers were slain], which one 
would think must have come to pass by the direc- 
tion of providence ; insomuch ttiat in one hour's 
time above twenty thousand Jews were killed, and 
all Cesarea was emptied of its Jewish iuluibitants ; 
for Floras caught such as ran away, and sent them 
in bonds to the galleys. Upon which stroke that 
the Jews received at Ceearea, the whole nation was 
greatly enraged ; so they divided themselves into 
sevenl parties, and laid waste to the villages of the 
Syrians, and their neighbouring eities, Philadelphia^ 
and SebonitiB, and Gerasa, and Pella, and Scytho- 
polis, luid after them Gadara, and Hippos ; and 
falling upon Gaulonitis, some cities they destroyed 
Uiere and some they set on -fire, and then they went 
to Kedasa, belonging to the Tyrians, and to Ptole- 
mais, and to Gaba, and to Cesuea ; nor was either 
Sebaste (Samaria) or Askelon, able to oppose the 
violence with which they were attacked ; and when 
they had burned these to the ground, they entirely 
demolished Anthedon and Gasa ; many also of tlie 
villages that were about every one of those cities 
were plundered, and an immense slaughter was 
made of the men who were caught in them. 

2. However, the Syrians were even with the Jews 
in the multitude of the men whom they slew ; for 
they killed those whom they caught in their cities, 
and that not only out of the hatred they bare them, 
as formerly, but to prevent the danger under which 
Uiey were from them ; so that the disorders in all 
Syria were terrible, and every city was divided into 
two armies encamped one against another, and the 
preservation of the one party was in the destruction 
of the other ; so the day-time was spent in shedding 
blood, and the night in fear,— which was of the 
two the more teiribie ; for when the Syrians thought 
they had ruined the Jews, they had the Judaizers 
iu Buspidon also ; and as each side did not caAe to 
slay toose whom they only suspected on the other, 
so did they greatly fear tnem when they were min- 
gled with the other, as if they were certainly fo- 
reigners. Moreover, greediness of gain was a pro- 
vocation to kill the opposite party, even to euch as 



had of old appeared veiy mild and gentle towards 
them ; for tney without fear plundered the effects 
of the slain, and carried off the spoil of those whom 
they slew to theur own houses, as if they bad been 
gained in a set battle ; and he was esteemed a man 
of honour who got the greatest share, as havmg 

?revailed over the greatest number of his enemies. 
t was then common to see dtios filled with dead 
bodies, still lying unburied, and those of old men, 
miiLed with infants all dead and scattered about 
together ; women also lay amongst them, wiUiout any 
covering for their nakedness : you might then see 
the whole provmoe full of inexpressible calamities^ 
while the dread of still more barbarous practices 
which were threatened, was everywhere greater 
than what had been already perpetrated. 

3. And thus far the conflict had been between ^ 
Jews and foreigners ; but when they made excor* 
sk>ns to Scythopolis, they found Jews that acted as 
enemies ; for they stood in battle array with th<i6e 
of Scythopolis, and preferred their own safety be- 
fore their reUtion to us, they fought against their 
own countrymen ; nay, their alacrity was so very 
^freat, that those of Scythopolis suspected thenu 
These were afraid, therefore, lest they should make 
an assault upon the city in the night-time, and to 
their great misfortune, should thereby make an 
apology for tliemselves to their own people for their 
revolt from them. So they commanded them, that 
in case they would confirm thebr agreement and 
demonstrate their fidelity to them, who were of a 
different nation, they should go out of the city, with 
their families, to a neighbouring grove : and when 
they had done as they were commanded, without 
suspecting any thing, the people of ScyUiopoUs lay 
bUU for the interval of two days, to tempt them to 
be secure ; but on the third night they watched 
then: opportunity, and cut all their throats^ some of 
tliem as they lay unguarded, and some ss they Jay 
asleep. The number that was slain was above 
thirteen thousand, and then they plundered them 
of aU that they hs^l. 

4. It will deserve our reUtion what befell Simon : 
he was the son of one Saul,- a man of reputation 
among the Jews. This man was distinguished 
from the rest by the strength of hb body, and the 
boldness of his conduct, idthough he abused them 
both to the mischieving of his countrymen ; for he 
came every day and slew a great manv of the Jews 
of Scythopolis, and he frequently put them to flight, 
and became himself abne the cause of his army's 
conquering. But a just punishment overtook him 
for the murders he had committed upon thoee of 
the same nation with him ; for when the people of 
Scythopolis tlirew their darts at them m the grove, 
he drew his sword, but did not attack any of the 
enemy ; for he saw that he could do nothing against 
such a multitude ; but he cried out, after a very 
moving manner, and said, — ** O you people of Scy- 
tliopolis, I deservedly suffer for what I have done 
with relation to you, when I gave you such secu- 
rity of my fidelity to you, by slaying so many of 
those that were related to me. Wherefore we very 
justly experience the perfidiousness of formgnersy 
while we acted after a most wicked manner against 
our own nation. I will therefore die, poUated 
wretch as I am, by mine own hands ; for it is not 
fit I should die by the hand of our enemies ; and 
let the same action be to me both a punishment 
for my great crimes, and a testimony of my courage 
to my commendation, that so no one of our c 
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may have it to brag of, that he it was that slew me ; 
and no one may insult upon me as I fall." Now 
when he had said this, he looked round about him 
upon his family with eyes of commiseration and of 
rage (that family consisted of a wife and children, 
and his aged parents) ; so, in the fint place, he 
caught his father by his grey hain and ran his 
swcffd through him, — and after him he did the 
same to his mother, who willingly received it ; and 
after them he did Uie like to his wife and children, 
every one almost offering themselves to his sword, 
as desirous to prevent being slain by their enemies ; 
so when he had gone over all his family, he stood 
upon their bodies to be seen by all, and stretching 
out his right hand, that his action might be ol^ 
served by all, he sheathed his entire sword into his 
own bowels. This young man was to be pitied, on 
account of the strength of his body and the courage 
of his soul ; but since he had assured foreignen of 
his fidelity [against his own countrymen] he suf- 
fered deservedly. 

5. Besides tms murder at Scythopolis, the other 
cities rose up against the Jews Uiat were among 
them : those of Askelon slew two thousand five 
hundred, and those of Ptolemais two thousand, and 
put not a few into bonds ; those of Tyre also put 
a great number to death, but kept a greater num- 
ber in prison ; moreover, those of Hippos and 
those of Gadara did the like, while they put to 
death the boldest of the Jews, but kept those of 
whom they were most afraid m custody ; as did the 
rest of the cities of Syria, according as they every 
one either hated them or were afraid of them; 
only the Antioohians, the Sidonians, and Apamians, 
spared those that dwelt with them, and they would 
not endure either to kill any of the Jews, or to put 
them in bonds. And perhaps they spued them, 
because their own number was so great Uiat they 
despised their attempts. But I think that the 
greatest part of this favour was owing to their com- 
miseration of those whom they saw to make no in- 
novations. As for the Gerasens, they did no harm 
to those that abode with them ; and for those who 
had a mind to go away, they conducted them as &r 
as their borden reached. 

6. There was also a plot kid against the Jews 
in Agriraa's kingdom ; for he was himself gone to 
Cestius Gallus, to Antioch, but had left one of his 
companions, whose name was Noams, to take care 
of the public affaira ; which Noarua was of kin to 
king Sohemus.* Now there came certain men, 
seventy in number, out of Batanea, who were the 
most considerable for their families and prudence 
of the rest of the people ; these desired to have an 
army put into their hands, that if any tumult should 
happen, they might have about them a guard suffi- 
cient to restrain such as might rise up against 
them. This Noams sent out some of the king's 
armed men by night, and slew all those [seventy] 
men ; which bold action be ventured upon without 
the consent of Agrippa, and was such a lover of 
money, that he chose to be so wicked to his own 
countrymen, although he brought ruin on the king- 
dom tnereby } and thus cruelly did he treat that 
nation, and this contrary to the laws also, until 
Agrippa was mformed of it, who did not indeed 
dare to put him to death, out of regard to Sohe- 
mus ; but stUl he put an end to his procuratorahip 

•OfthtaSolMrraatwbavviamUaBmad* byTlMltaa. WcalwlMm 
trrnn 1}U>, that hb fkthOT was Ung of tb« Arabtem oT Itaiw, [whtoh 
ItuM* la iMtitlumd 1^ Bt. Lute. til. 1, both wImm* twUmoaiM ir* 
4«ot«l hen bgr Dr. 11 ml M>n. tf«v Sokliiu. Mo. S71. 
2L 



immediately. But as to the seditious, they took 
the citadel which was called Cypros, and was abov# 
Jericho, and cut the throats of the garrison, and 
utterly demolished the fortifications. ' This was 
about the same time that the multitude of the Jews ' 
that were at Machems penuaded the Romans who 
were in garrison to leave the pUoe, and deliver iti 
up to them. These Romans being in great fear,' 
lest the phMO should be taken by force, made an 
agreement with them to depart upon eertain eon-' 
ditions ; and when they had obtained the security 
tliepr desired, they delivered up the citadel, into 
which the people of Machems put a garrison for 
their own security, and held it in their own power.* 
7. But for Alexandria, the sedition of the people 
of the place against the Jews was perpetual, and • 
this from that very time when Alexander [the 
Great], upon finding the readiness of the Jews in * 
assistmg him against the Egyptians, and as a re> 
ward for such their assistance, gave them equal 
privileges in this city with the Grecians themn 
selves ; — which honorary reward continued among 
them under his successors, who also set apart for 
them a particubur place, that they might live with« 
out being polluted [by the Gentiles], and were 
thereby not so much intermixed with foreignen ak 
before : they also gave them this farthei^privilege, 
that they should be called Macedonians. Nay, 
when the Romans got possession of Egypt, neither 
the fint CfBsar, nor any one that came after him, 
thought of diminishing the honours which Alex- 
ander had bestowed on the Jews. But still con- 
flicts perpetually arose with the Grecians ; and 
although the govemora did every day punish many 
of them, yet did the sedition grow worse ; but at 
this time especially, when there were tumults in 
other places also^ the disordera among them were 
put into a greater flame ; for when the Alexan- 
drians had once a public assembly, to deliberate 
about an embassage they were seucUng to Nero, a 
great number of Jews came floekmg to the theatre ; 
but when their adversaries saw them, they imme- 
diately cried out, and called them their enemies, 
and said they came as spies upon them; npon 
which they rushed out and laid violent hands upon 
them ; and as for the rest, they were slain av they 
ran away ; but there were three men whom they 
caught, and hauled them along, in order to have 
them burnt alive ; bntall the Jews came in a body 
to defend them, who at fint threw stones at the 
Grecians; but after that thev took hmips, and 
rushed with violence into the theatre, and Uureat- 
ened that thev would bum the peonle to a man ; 
and this they had soon done, unless Tiberius Alex- 
ander, the governor of the city, had restrained 
thdr passions. However this man did not begin 
to teach them wisdom by arms, but sent among 
them privately some of the principal men, and 
therebv entreated . them to be quiet, and not pro- 
voke the Roman armv against them ; but the se- 
ditious made a jest of the entreaties of Tiberius, 
and reproached him for so doing. 

8. Now when he perceived that those that were 
for innovations would not be pacified till some great 
calamity should overtake thmn, be sent ont upon 
them those two Roman legions that were in the 
city, and together with them five thousand other 
soldiers, who, by chance, wen come together out 
of Libya, to the min of the Jews. They were idso 
permitted not only to kill them, but to plunder them 
of what they had« and set fin to their housea, These 
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soldien rushed violentlj into that part of the eitj 
whieh was called Delta, where the Jewish oeople 
dyed together, and did as they were bidden, thoneh 
not withoDt bloodshed on their own side also ; for the 
Jews got together, and set those that were the best 
armed among them in the fore- front, and made re- 
sistanoe for a great a'hile ; but when once they gave 
back, they were destroyed unmercifully ; and this 
their destruction was complete, some being caught 
in the open field, and others forced into their houses, 
wliieh houses were first plundered of what was in 
them, and then set on fire by the Romans ; wherein 
no mercy was shown to the infants, and no regard 
had to the aged ; but they went on in the slaughter 
of persons of every age, till all the pUoe was over- 
flowed with blood, and fifty thousand of them lay 
dead upon heaps ; nor had the remainder been 
preserred, had tney not betaken themselves to sup- 
plication. So Alexander commiserated their con- 
dition, and gave orders to the Romans to retire : 
accordingly, these, being accustomed to obey orders, 
left off kilUng at the first intimation ; but ttie popu- 
lace of Alexandria bare so very great hatred to the 
Jews, that it was difficult to recall them ; and it was 
a hu^ thing to make them leave their dead bodies. 
' 9. And this was the miserable calamity which at 
this time befell the Jews at Alexandria. Hereupon 
Cestius thooi^t fit no long|er to lie still, while the 
Jews were everywhere up in arms ; so he took out 
of Antioch the twelfth legion entire, and out of each 
of the rest he selected two thousand, with six co- 
horts of footmen, and four troops of horsemen, be- 
sides those auxiliaries which were sent by the 
kings; of which Antk>chus* sent two thousand 
horsemen, and three thousand footmen, with so 
many archers ; and Agrippa sent the same number 
of footmen, and one thousand horsemen ; Sohemus 
also followed with four thousand, a thn-d part 
whereof werehorsemen, butmost part were archers, 
and thus did he march to Ptolemais. There were 
also great numbers of auxiliaries gathered together 
from the [free] cities, who indeed had not the same 
akill in martial aifairs, but made up in their alacrity 
and in their hatred to the Jews what they wanted 
in skilL There came also along with Cestius, 
Agfippa himBelf, both as a guide in his march over 
the country, and a director of what was fit to be 
done ; so Cestius took part of his forces, and 
marched hastily to Zebulon, a strong city of Gali- 
lee, which was called the City of Men, and divides 
the country of Ptolemais from our nation ; this he 
fMmd deserted by its men, the multitude having 
fled to the mountams, but full of all sorts of good 
things ; those he gave leave to the soldiers to plun- 
der, and set fife to the city, although it was of ad- 
mirable beauty, and had its houses built like those 
in Tyre, and Sidon, and Bexytus^ After this he 
ovezran all the countiy, and seized upon whatso- 
ever came in his way, and set fire to the villages 
that were round about them, and then returned to 
Ptolemais. But when the Syrians, and especially 
% those of Bery tus, were bu^ in plundering, the Jews 
plucked up their courage again, for they knew that 
Cestius was retired, and fell upon those that were 
leflt behind unexpectedly, and destroyed about two 
thoufiand of t^^«p- 

10. And now Cestius himself marched from Pto- 
lemais, and came to Cesarea ; but he sent part of 
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his army before him to Joppa, and gave otderst, 
that if they could take that city [by surprise] they 
should keep it ; but that in case the citiaens shoold 
perceive they were coming to attack them, they 
then should stay for him, and for the rest of the 
army. So some of them made a btisk march by 
the sea-side^ and some by land, and so coming upon 
them on both sides, they took the dty with ease ; 
and as the inhabitants had made no provision afine- 
hand for a flight, nor had gotten any thing ready 
for fighting, Sie soldiers feU upon them, and slew 
them all, with their fiunilies, and then plundered 
and burnt the city. The number of the slain was 
eight thousand four hundred. In like manner 
Cestius sent also a considerable body of honemen 
to the toparchy of Narbatene, that adjoined to Ce- 
sarea, who destroyed the country, and slew a great 
multitude of its people ; they also plundered what 
they had, and burnt their vilkges. 

1 1. But Cestius sent Gallus, the commander of 
the twelfth lenon, into Galilee, and delivered to 
him as man v <n his forces as he supposed sufficient 
to subdue that nation. He wss received byr Uie 
strongest city of Galilee, which was Sepphoria, with 
acclamations of joy : which wise condoot of that 
dty occasioned the rest of the dties to be in quiet ; 
while- the seditious part and the robbers ran away 
to that mountain which lies in the veiy middle of 
Galilee, and is utuated over against Sepphoris ; it 
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called Asamon. So Gallus brought 
against them ; but while those men were in the 
superior parts, above the Romans, they easily threw 
their darta upon the Romans, as they made their 
approaches, and slew about two hundred of tiiem ; 
but when the Romans had gone round the moon- 
tains, and were gotten into the parts above their 
enemies, the others were soon beaten ; nor couM 
they who had only light armour on, sustain the £ai«e 
of them that fought them armed all over ; nor 
when they were beaten could they escape the ene- 
my's horsemen ; insomuch that only seme few eon- 
enled themselves in certain phuses hard to he eome 
at, among the mountains, while the rest, above two 
thousand in number, were slain. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

I 

WHAT CI8TTUB DTD ▲OAIMST THE JEWS ; AHD BOW, | 

UPON HIS BESIKOINO JERUSALKH, HH ABrEXATD i 

FBOH THB CITY, WITHOUT ANT JUST OCCASrON llf ' 

THB WOBLD. AS ALSO WHAT 8BVBBE CAI.AMmHi 
HB UMDBBWBIIT FBOH THB JBWS IN HIS BHTHBAT. 

§ 1. AifD now Gallus seeing nothing more that 
looked towards an innovation m Galilee^ retained 
with his army to Cesarea: but Cestius removed 
with his whole army, andmarehedto Antipatris ; and 
when he was informed that there was a great body 
of Jewish forces gotten together in a certain tower 
called Aphek, he sent a party before to fight them ; 
but this party dispersed the Jews 1^ affrighting 
them before it came to a battle : so they came, and 
finding their camp deserted, they burnt it, as well 
as the viUages that Uy about it But when Cestins 
had marched from Antipatris to Lvdda, he found 
the dty empty of ito men, for the iraole mnltitndet 
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were gone np to Jerusalem to f j feeat of the ta- 
bemadeB ; jet did he destroj Hty of those that 
showed themselves, and bnro, the city, and so 
inarched forwards ; and ascending bj Bethoron, he 
pitched his camp at a certain place called Gabao, 
fifty furlongs distant from Jerusalem. 

2. But as £Dr the Jews, when they saw the war 
approaehmg to their metropolis, they left the feast, 
and betook themselTes to their arms ; and taking 
CM>amge greatly from their multitude, went in a 
sudden and disorderly manner to the fight, with a 
great noise, and without any consideration had of 
the rest of the seventh day, although the Sabbath 
was the day to which they had the greatest rmrd ; 
bat that rage which made them forget the religious 
obserration [of the Sabbath], made them too nard 
for their enemies in the fight : with such Tiolence, 
therefore, did they fall upon the Romans, as to 
break into their ranks, and to march through the 
midst of them, making a great slaughter as they 
went, insomuch that unless the horsemen, and such 
part of the footmen aa were not yet tired in the ac- 
tion, had wheeled round, and succoured that part 
of the army which was not yet broken, Cestius, with 
his whole army, had been in danger : however, five 
hundred and fifteen of the Romans were slain, of 
which number four hundred were footmen, and the 
rest horsemen, while the Jews lost only txr^^'ytwot 
of whom the most valiant were the kinsmen to 
Monobasus, king of Adiabene, and their names 
were Monobazus and Kenedeus ; and next to them 
were Niser of Perea, and Silas of Babylon, who had 
deserted firom king Anippa to the Jews ; for he 
had formerly served in nis anny. When the front 
of the Jewish army had been cut off, the Jews re- 
tired into the ci^ ; but still Simon, the son of 
Giora, fell upon the backs of the Romans as they 
were ascending up Bethoron, and put the hindmost 
of the army into disorder, and canied off many of 
the beasts that carried the weapons of war, and led 
them into tlie city ; but- as Cestius tarried there 
three days, the Jews seized upon the elevated parts 
of the city, and set watches at the entrances into 
the dty, and appeared openly resolved not to rest 
when once the Komans should begin to march. 

a. And now when Agrippa observed that even the 
aflfkirs of the Romans were likely to be in danger, 
while such an immense multitude of their enemies 
had seized upon the mountains round about, he 
determined to try what the Jews would agree to 
by words, as thinking that he should either per- 
suade them all to desist from fighting, or, however, 
that he should cause the sober part of them to 
separate tiiemselves from the opposite party. So 
he sent Boroeus and Phebus, the persons of lus 
party that were the best known among them, and 
promised them that Cestius should give them his 
right hand,- to secure them of the Romans* entire 
forgiveness for what they had done amiss, if they 
woiDdd throw away their arms, and come over to 
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them : but the seditions, fearing lest the whols 
multitude, in hopes of security to themselves, should 
go over to Agnppa, resolved immediately to fitll 
upon and kill the ambassadors : accordingly they 
slew Phebus before he said a word, but Borceua 
was only wounded, and prevented hb fate by flying 
away. And when the people were very angry at 
this, they had the seditious neaten with stones and 
clubs, and drove them before them into the city. 

4. But now Cestius, observing that the distur- 
bances that were begun among the Jews afforded 
him a proper opportunity to attadc them, took his 
whole army along with him, and put the Jews to 
flight, and pursued them to Jerusalem. He then 
pitched his camp upon the elevation called Scopus 
[or watch-tower], wnich was distant seven furlongs 
from the city ; yet did he not assault them m three 
days* time, out of expectation that those within 
might perhaps yield a little ; and in the meantime 
he sent out a great many of his soldiers into neigh- 
bouring villages, to seize upon their ootn ; and on 
the fotuth day, which was the thurtieth of the month 
Hyperbereteus [Tisri], when he put his army m 
.. ray, he brought it into the city. Now as for the 
1/cuple, they were kept under by the ssditious ; but 
the seditious themselves were greatly affrighted at 
the good orderof the Romans, and retired iram the 
suburbs, and retreated into the inner part of the 
city, and into the temple. But when Cestius was 
some into the city, he set the part called Besethsy 
which is also called Cenopolis, [or the new city], on 
fire ; as he did abo to the timber-market : after 
which he came into the upper city, and pitched his 
camp over against the royal palace ; and had he 
but at this very time attcanpted to get within the 
walls by force, he had won the city presently, and 
the war had been put an end to at once ; but Ty- 
rannius Priscus, tne muster-master of die armyi 
and a great number of the officers of the horsey 
had be^ corrupted by Floras, and diverted him 
from that his attempt ; and that was the occasion 
that this war lasted so very long, vid thereby the 
Jews were involved in such incurable calamities. 

5. In the meantime^ manv of the principal men 
of the city were persuaded by Ananus, the son of 
Jonathan, and invited Cestius into the city, and 
were about to open the gates for him ; but he 
overboked this offer, partly out of his anger at the 
Jews, and partly because he did not thoroughly be- 
lieve they were in earnest ; whence it was that he 
delayed the matter so long, that the seditious per* 
ceived the treachenr, and threw Ananus and those 
of his party down from the wall, and pelting them 
with stones, drove them into their houses : but they 
stood themselves at proper <fistances in the towers^ 
and threw their darts at those that were gettin||[ ovef 
the walL Thus did the Romans make their at* 
task against the wall fior five days, but to no pur- 
pose. But on the next day, Cestius took a great 
many of his choicest men, and with them the ar- 
chersy and attempted to break into the temple 
at the northren quarter of it: but the Jews beat 
them off from the cloisters, and repulsed them se- 
veral times when they were gotten near to the wall, 
till at length the multitude of the darts cut them off, 
and made them retire ; but the first rank of the 
Romans rested thdr shields npon the wall, and so 
did those that were behind them, and the like did 
those that were still more backward, and suardod 
themselves with what they call Testudo, [the back 
of] a tortoise, upon which the darts that were 
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thrown fell, and slided off without doing them any 
barm ; so the soldiers undermined the wall, without 
being themaelTes hurt, and got all things ready for 
vetting fire to the gate of the temple. 

8. And now it was that a horrid fear seized upon 
the seditions, insomuch that many of them ran out 
of t^ city, as though it were to be taken immedi- 
ately ; but the people upon this took courage, and 
where the widced part of the city gave ground, thi- 
ther did they come, in order to set open the gates, 
and to admit Cestius as their benefactor, who, had 
he but continued the siege a little longer, had cer- 
tainly taken the city ; but it was, I supp^ose, owing 
to the aversion Grod had already at the city and the 
sanctuary, that he was hindered from putting an 
end to the war that yery day.* 

7. It then happened that Cestius was not consci- 
ous either how the besieged despaired of success, 
nor how courageous the people were for him ; and 
■o he recalled his soldiers from the place, and by 
desj^airing of any expectation of taking it, without 
haviiig xeoeived any disgrace, he retired from the 
city, without any reason in the world. That when 
the robbers perceived this unexpected retreat of 
his, they resumed their courage, and ran after the 
hinder parts of his army, and destroyed a consider- 
able number of both their horsemen and footmen ; 
and now Cestius lay all night at the camp, which 
was at Scopus ; and as he went off farther next 
day, he thereby invited the enemy to follow him, 
who still fell upon the hindmost, and destroyed 
them ; they also fell upon the flank on each side of 
the army, and threw darts upon them obliquely, 
nor durst those that were hindinost turn back upon 
those who wounded them behind, as imagining that 
the multitude of those that pursued them was im- 
mense ; nor did they venture to drive away those 
that pressed upon tiiem on each side, because they 
were heavv with their arms, and were afraid of 
breaking their ranks to pieces, and because they 
aaw the Jews were light and ready for making in- 
cnrsionB upon them. And this was the reason why 
the Romans suffered greatly, without being able to 
revenge themselves upon their enemies ; so they 
were galled all the way, and their ranks were put 
into disorder, and those that were thus put out of 
their ranks were slain ; among whom were Priscus 
the commander of the sixth legion, and Longinus 
the tribune, and Emilius Secundus, the commander 
of a troop of horsemen. So it was not without dif- 
ficulty that they got to Gabao, their former camp, 
and that not without the loss of a great part of tibeir 
li>Bggage. There it was that Cestius staid two days ; 
and was in great distress to know what he should 
do in these circumstances ; but when, on the third 
day, he saw a still greater number of enemies, and all 
the parts round about him full of Jews, he under- 
stood that his delay was to his own detriment, and 
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that if he staid 2^7 lonser there, he should have 
still more enemiei vpon him. 

8. That therefoi a ne might fly the fiuter, he gave 
orders to cast away what might hinder his army's 
march ; so the/ killed the mules and other creatureS| 
excepting those that carried their darts and ma- 
chines, which they retamed for their own use, and 
this principally because they were afraid lest the 
Jews should seize upon them. He then made bis 
army march on as far as Bbthoron. Now the Jews 
did not so much press upon them when they were 
iu large open phices ; but when they were penned 
up in their descent through narrow passages, then 
did some of them get before, and hinderad them 
from getting out of them ; and others of than 
thrust the hmdermoet down into the lower places ; 
and the whole multitude extended themselves orer- 
against the neck of the passage, and covered the 
Roman army with their darts. In whidi circam- 
stances, as the footmen knew not how to defend 
themselves, so the danger pressed the horsemen 
still more, for they were so pelted, that they could 
not march along &ie road in their ranks, and the 
ascents were so high, that the cavalry were not able 
to march against the enemy ; the precipices also, 
and valleys into which they frequently fell, and 
tumbled down, were such on each side of them, Uiat 
there was neither place for their flight, nor any 
contrivance could be thought of for their defence ; 
till the distress they were at last in was so great, 
that they betook themselves to lamentations, and 
to such mournful cries as men use in the utmost 
despair : the joyful acclamations of the Jews also, 
as they encouraged one another, echoed the sounds 
back again, these last composing a noise of those 
that at once rejoiced and were m a rage. Indeed 
these things were come to such a pass, that the 
Jews had almost taken Cestius's entire anny pri- 
soners, had not the night come on, when the Jko- 
mans fled to Bethoron, and the Jews seized upon 
all the places round about them, and watched for 
their coming out [in the morning]. 

9. And Uien it was that Cestius, despairiiis of 
obtaining room for a public march, contrived how 
he might best run away ; and when he had selected 
four hundred of the most courageous of his soldiers, 
he phiced them at the strongest of their fortifica- 
tions ; and gave order, that when they wrat up to 
the morning guard, they should erect their ensigns, 
that the Jews might be made to believe that the 
entire army was there still, while he himself took 
the rest of his forces with him, and marched, 
without any noise, thirty furlongs. But when the 
Jews perceived, in the morning, that the camp was 
empty, they ran upon those four hundred who had 
deluded them, and immediately threw their darts 
at them, and slew them ; and then pursued after 
Cestius. But he had already nutde use of a great 
part of the night in bis flight, and still marched 
quicker when it was day ; insomuch, that the sol- 
diers, through the astonishment and fioar they were 
in, left behind them their engines for sieges, and 
for throwing of stones, and a great part of ^ in- 
struments of war. So the Jews went on pursuing 
the Ronums as far as Antipatris ; after which, 
seemg they could not overtake them, thev came 
back and took the engines, and spoiled the dead 
bodies ; and gathered the prey together which the 
Romans had left behind them, and came baek^nn- 
ning and singing to theb metropolis ; while they 
had themselves lost a few only, but had slain of tlie 
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Romans five thousand and three hundred footmen, 
and three hundred and eighty horsemen. This 
defeat happened on the eighth day of the month Dius 
[Marhesvan], in the twelfth year of the reign of 
Nero. 



CHAPTER XX. 

CESTIUS sends' ambassadors to NERO. THE PEOPLE 
OF DAMASCUS SLAT THOSE JEWS THAT LITED WITH 
THEM. THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM, AFTER [tHST 
HAD LEFT OFF] PURSUING CESTIUS, RETURN TO 
THE aTT, AND GET THINGS READY FOR ITS DE- 
FENCE, AND MAKE A GREAT MANY GENERALS FOR 
THEIR ARMIES, AND PARTICULARLY JOSEPHUS, THE 
WRITER OF THESE BOOKS. SOME ACCOUNT OF HIS 
ADMINISTRATION. 

f 1. After this calamity had befallen Cestius, 
many of the most eminent of the Jews swam away 
from the city, as from a ship when it was going to 
sink ; Costobarus, therefore, and Saul, who were 
brethren, together with Philip, the son of Jacimus, 
who was the commander of king Agrippa's forces, 
ran away from th^ city, and went to Cestius. But 
then how Antipas, who had been besieged with 
them in the king's palace, but would not fly away 
with them, was uterward slain by the seditious, we 
■hall relate hereafter. However Cestius sent Saul 
and his friends, at their own desire, to Achia, to 
Nero, to inform him of the gi^t distress they were 
in ; and lay the blame of their kindling the war 
upon Floras, as hoping to^ alleviate his own danger, 
by provoking his indignation against Floras. 

2. In the meantime, the people of Damascus, 
when they were informed of the destruction of the 
Ronuuis, set about the slaughter of those Jews that 
were among them ; and as they had them already 
cooped up together in the place of public exercises, 
which they had done, out of the suspicion they had 
of them, they thought they should meet with no 
difficulty in the attempt ; yet did they distrust their 
own wives, which were almost all of them addicted 
to the Jewish religion ; on which account it was 
that their greatest concern was, how they might 
eonceal these things from them ; so they came 
upon the Jews, and cut their throats, as bemg in a 
narrow place, in number ten thousand, and all of 
them unarmed, and this in one hour's time, without 
any body to disturb them. 

d. But as to those who had pursued after Cestius, 
when they were returned back to Jerusalem, they 
overbore some of those that favoured the Romans 
by violence, and some they persuaded [by entrea- 
ties] to join with them, and got together in great 
numbers in the temple, and appointed a great many 
generals for the war. Joseph also the son of Go- 
rion,* and Ananus the high priest, were chosen as 
goveraors of all affairs within the city, and with a 
particuhur charge to repair the walls of the city ; 
for th^ did not ordain Eleazar the son of Simon to 
that office, although he had gotten into his posses- 
sion the prey they had taken from the Romans, and 
the money they had taken from Cestius, togeUier 
with a great part of the public treasures, because 
they saw he was of a tyrannical temper ; and that his 
followers were, in their behaviour like guards about 
him. However, the want diey. were in of Eleazar's 
money, and the subtle tricks used by him, brought 
all so about, that the people were circumvented. 



and submitted themselves to his authority in all 
public affairs. 

4. They also chose other generals for Idumea ; 
Jesus the son of Sapphias, one of the high- priests ; 
and Eleazar the son of Ananias, the high-priest ; 
they also enjoined NijKer, the then goveraor of Idu- 
mea,t who was of a family that belonged to Peiea, 
beyond Jordan, and was thence called the Peraite, 
that he should be obedient to those forenamed com- 
manders. Nor did they neglect the care of other 
parts of the country ; but Joseph the son of Simon 
was sent as general to Jericho, as was Manasseh to 
Perea, and John, the Essene, to the topan^y of 
Thamma ; Lydda was also added to his poruon, 
and Joppa and Emmaus. But John, Uie son of 
Matthias, was made the goveraor of the toparchies 
of Grophnitica and Acra^Eistene ; as was Joeephus, 
the son of Matthias, of both the Galileos. Gamala 
also, which was the strongest city in those parts, 
was put under his command. 

5. So every one of the other commanders admi- 
nistered the affairs of his portion with that alacrity 
and prudence they were masters of ; but as to Jo- 
sephus, when he came into Galilee, his first care 
was to gain the good-will of the people of that 
country, as sensible that he should thereby have in 
general good success, although he diould fail in 
other pomts. And being conscious to himself that 
if he communicated part of his power to the great 
men, he should make them hiib &st friends ; and 
that ho should gain the same favour from the mul- 
titude, if he executed his commands by persons of 
their own country, and with whom they were well 
acquainted ; he chose out seventy^ of t|ie most 
prudent men, and those elders in age, and appointed 
them to be rulers of all Galilee, as he chose seven 
judges in every city to hear the leaser quarrels ; for 
as to the greater causes, and those wherein life and 
death were conceraed, he enjoined they should be 
brought to him and the seventy elders. 

6. Josephus also, when he had settled these rules 
for determining causes by the law, with regard to 
the people's dealings one with another, betook him- 
self to make provisions for their safe^ against ex- 
ternal violence ; and as he knew the Romans would 
fall upon Galilee, he built walls in proper places 
about Jotapata, and Bersabee, and Salamis ; and 
besides these about Caphareccho, and Japha, and 
Sigo, and what they call Mount Tabor, and Tari- 
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ehen, and Tiberias. Moreover, he bnili walls abont 
the caves near the lake of Grennesiar, whieh places 
lay in the Lower Galilee ; the same as he did to the 
places of Upper Galilee^ as well as to the rock 
ealled the rock of Aohabari, and to Seph, and Jam- 
nith, and Meroth ; and in Gaulanitia he fortified 
Selenoia, and Sogane, and Gamala ; but as to those 
af Sepphoris, they were the only people to whom 
fie gave leave to bnild their own waUs, and this 
becaose he perceived the^ were rich and wealthy, 
and ready to go to war, without standing in need of 
any inj unctions for that purpose. The case was the 
same with the GischaU, which had a wall built 
about it by John the son of Levi himself, but with 
tiie consent ot Josephus ; but for the building of 
the rest of the fortresses, he laboured together witl) 
all the other builders, and was present to give all 
the necessary orders for that purpose. He alsogot 
together sn army out of Galilee, of more than a 
hundred thousand young men, all of whom he armed 
with the old weapons which he had collected toge- 
ther and prepared for them, 

7. And when he had considered that Roman 
power became invincible, chiefly by their readiness 
fai obeying orders, and the constant exercise of their 
arms, he despaired of teaching these his men the 
use of their arms, whieh was to be obtained by ex- 
perience 2 bat observing that their readiness in 
obeying orders was owing to the multitude of their 
officers, he made his partitions in his army more 
after the Roman msnner, and appointed a great 
many subalterns. He also distributed the soldiers 
into various classes, whom he put under captains 
of tens, and captains of hundreds, and then 
under captains of thousands ; and bendes these 
he had commanders of larger bodies of men. 
He also taught them to give the signals one 
to another, and to call and recall the soldiers 
by the trumpets, how to expand the wings of an 
army, and niake them wheel about ; and when one 
wing hath hadsnccesn^ to turn again and assist 
those that were hard set, and to joiiiin the defence 
of what had most suffered. He also continually 
instructed them in what concerned the courage of 
the soul and the hardiness of the body ; and, above 
all, he exsccised them for war, bydeelaring to them 
diikinctly the good order of the Romans, and that 
they were to fight with men who, both by the 
strength of their bodies and courage of their souls, 
had conquered in a manner the whole habitable 
earth. He told them that he should make trial of 
the good order they would observe in war, even 
before it came to any battle, in case they would 
abstain from the crimes they used to indulge them- 
selves in, such as theft, and robbery, and rapine, and 
from definuiding their own countiTmen, and never 
to esteem the harm done to those that were so near 
of kin to them to be any advantage to themselves ; 
for that wars are then managed the best when the 
warriors preserve a gjood conscience ; but that such 
as are ill men in private life, will not only have 
those for enemies which attack them, but God him- 
self also for their antagonist 

8. And thus did he contmue to admonish them. 
Now he chose for tha war such an army as was 
sufficient, i. e. sixty thousand footmen, and two 
hundred and fifty horsemen ;* and besides these, 

'IdMwMthliikttnt MBnnyorilstjrtlioaMiidfcotaMn ihoaldn. 
uain niMiy man Ihui two h«adr»d and fifty hocMmcn i md wa find 
JuMphuk had man ondcr hi* oommand tlwa two houdrvd and flfty ia 
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on which he put the greatest trust, there were about 
four thousand five hundred mercenaries : he had 
also six hundred men as guards of his bodj^. Now 
the cities essily maintained the rest of his anny, 
excepting the mercenaries ; for one of the cities 
enumerated before sent out half their men to their 
army, and retained the other half at home, in order 
to get provisions for them ; insomuch that the one 
part went to the war, and the other part to their 
work : and so those that sent out their com were 
paid for it by those that were in arms, by that se- 
curity which they enjoyed from them. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

OONCEBlfrMO JOHN OF OISCOALA. JOSEPHUS VSCS 
8TBATAGEMS AGAINST THB PLOTS JOHN UllD 
AGAINST HIM, AND RECOVBBS CERTAIN CITIES 
WHICH HAD REVOLTED FBOM UIM. 

$ 1. Now, as Josephus was thus engaged in the ^ 
administration of the affaus of Galilee, there aruHo 
a treacherous person, a man of Gischala, the son of 
Levi, whose name was John. His character was 
that of a very cunning, and very knavish penon, 
beyond the ordinary rate of the other men of emi- 
nence there ; and for wicked practices he had not 
lus fellow anywhere. Poor he was at first, and for 
a long tfane his wants were a hinderanoe to him in 
his wicked designs. He was a ready liar, and yet ^ 
very sharp in gaining credit to his fictions: he 
thought it a point of virtue to delude people, and 
would delude even such as were the dearest to him. 
He was a hypocritical pretender to humanity, but, 
when he had hopes of gain, he spared not the shed- 
ding of blood : his desires were ever csnied to 
ffreat things, and he encouraged his hopes from 
those mean wicked tricks which he was the author 
of. He had a peculiar knack at thieving; but in 
some time he got certain companions in his impu- 
dent practices : at first they were but few, but as 
he proceeded on in his evil course, they became 
still more and more numerous. He took care tliat 
none of his partners should be easily caught in their 
rogueries, but chose such out of the rest as had the 
strongest oottstitntions of body, and the greatest 
courage of soul, together with great skill in martial 
affairs ; so he got together a band of four hundred 
men, who came principally out of the country of 
Tyre, and were vasabonds who had run away from 
its villases ; and by the means of these he laid 
wsste all Galilee, and irritated a considerable num- 
ber, who were in great expectation of a war then 
suddenly to arise among them. 

2. However, John's want of money had hitherto 
restrained him in his ambition after command, and 
in his attempts to advance himself ; but when be 
saw that Josephus was highly pleased with the ac- 
tivity of his temper, he persuaded him, in the first 
place, to intrust him witn the repaying of the walls 
of his native city [GischaU] ; m which work he 
got a great deal of money f^rom the rich dtisens. 
He after that contrived a very shrewd trick, and 
pretendmg that the Jews who dwelt in Syria were 
obliged to make use of oil that was made by others 
than those of their own nation, he desired leave of 
Josephus to send oil to their borders ; so he bought 
four amphor» with such Tyrian money as was of 
the value of four Attic drachmn, and sold evei^ 
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balf-amphons at the aame price ; and as Galilee 
was yery fraitfiil in oil, and was peculiarly so at 
that time, by sending away great quantities, and 
having the sole prinlege so to do, he gathered 
an immense sum of money together, which money 
he immediately used to the disadvantage of him 
who ^ve him that privily ; and, as he supposed, 
that if he eould once overthrow Josephns, he should 
himself obtain the government of Galilee; so he 
g»ve order to the robbers that were under hlft com- 
mand, to be more zealous in their thieving expedi- 
tions, that by the rise of many that desired innova- 
tions in the country, he might either catch their 
general in his snares, as he came to the country's 
assistance, and then kill him ; or if he should over- 
look the robbers, he might accuse him for his neg- 
ligence to the people of the country. He also spread 
abroad a report lar and near, that Joeephus was 
delivering up the administration of affairs to the 
Romans ; — and many such plots did he lay, in order 
to ruin him. 

3. Now at the same time that certain young men of 
the village of Dabaritta, who kept guard in the great 
Plain, Uud snares for Ptolemy, who was Agrippa's 
and Bemice's steward, and took from him all that 
he had with him : among which things there were 
a great many costly garments, and no small number 
of silver cnpcf, and six hundred pieces of gold ; yet 
they were not able to conceal what they had stolen, 
but brought it all to Joeephus, to Tarichese. Here- 
upon he blamed them for the violence they had 
offered to the kiii^ aud queen, and deposited what 
they brought to lum with Eneas, the most potent 
man of Taiichese, with an intention of sending the 
thinn back to the owners at a proper tmie ; 
whiui act of Josephus brought him into the 
greatest danger ; for those that had stolen the 
things, had an in^gnation at him, both because they 
gained no share of it for themselves, and because 
they peroeived beforehand what was Josephus's in- 
tention, and that he would freely deliver up what 
had cost, so much pains, to the king and queen. 
These ran away bv night to their several villages, 
and declared to all men that Josephus was going 
to betray them ; they also raised great disorders in 
all the neighbouring cities, insomuch that in the 
morning a hundred uiousand armed men came run- 
ning together ; which multitude was crowded toge- 
ther in the hippodrome at TaricheiB, and made a 
very peevish clunour against him ; while some 
cried out, that they should depose the traitor ; and 
others, that they should burn him. Now John ir- 
ritated a great numy, as did also one Jesus, the son 
of Sa^phiasy who was then governor of Tiberias. 
Then u was that Josephus's frieifds, and the guards 
of his body, were so affrighted at this violent as- 
sault of the multitude, that they all fled away but 
four ; and as he was asleep, they waked him, as the 
fwplb were going to set fire to the house ; and al- 
though those four that remained with him persuaded 
him to run away, he was neither surpriaed at his 
being himself deserted, nor at the great multitude 
that came against him, but leaped out to them with 
his clothes rent, and ashes sprinkled on his head, 
with his hands behind him, and his sword hanging 
at his neck. At this sight his friends, especially 
those of Tarichese, commiserated his condition ; 
but those that came out of the country, and those 
in their meiffhbourhood, to whom his government 
seemed buxtiens<Hne^ reproached him, and bade him 
produce the money which belonged to them all im- 



mediately, and to confess the agreement he had 
made to betray them ; for they imagined, from the 
habit in which he appeared, that he oonl^deny no- 
thing^ of what they suspected concerning him, and 
that it was in order to obtain pardon, £at he had 
put himself entirely into so pitiable a posture ; but 
this humble appearance was only designed as pre- 
paratory to a stratagem of his, who thereby con- 
trived to set those that were so angry at him at 
variance one with another about the things they 
were angry at However, he promised he would 
confess all : hereupon he was pennitted to speak, 
when he said, ^ I did neither intend to send this 
money back to Agrippa, nor to gain it myself ; for 
I did never esteem one that was your enemy to be 
my friend, nor did I look upon what would tend to 
your disadvantage, to be my advantage. But, O 
you people of Taricheie, I saw that your city stood 
in more need than others of fortification for your 
security, and that it wanted money, m order forthe 
building it a walL I was also afraid lest the people 
of Tiberias and other cities should lay a plot to 
seize upon these spoils, and therefore it was that I 
intended to retain this money privately, that I 
might encompass you with a wall. But if this does 
not please you, I will produce what was brought 
me, and leave it to you to plunder it : but if I have 
conducted myself so well as to please you, you may, 
if you please, punish your benefactor." 

4. Hereupon the people of Tarichees loudly com- 
mended him ; but those of Tiberias, with the rest 
of the company, gave him hard names, and threat- 
ened what they would do to him ; so both sides left 
off quarrelling with Josephus, and fell to quarrel- 
ling with one another. So he grew bold upon 
the dependence he had on his friends, which were 
the people of Taricheee, and about forty thousand 
in number, and spake more freely to the whole mul- 
titude, and reproached them greatly for their rash- 
ness ; and told them, that wiSi this money he would 
build walls about Tarichece, and would put the other 
cities in a state of security also; for that they 
should not want money, if they would but agieefor 
whose benefit it was to be procured, and would not 
suffer themselyes to be irritated against him who 
had procured it for them. 

5. Hereupon the rest of the multitude that, had 
been deluded retired ; but yet so that they went 
away angry, and two thousand of them made an 
assault upon him in their armour ; and as he was 
already gone to his own house, they stood without 
and threatened him. On whidi occasion Josephus 
again used a second stratasem to eatApe them ; for 
he got upon the top of the bouse, and with his right 
hand desired them to be silent, and said to them, 
«I cannot tell what you would have, nor can hear 
what you say, for the confused noise you make :" 
but he said he would comply with all their demands, 
in case they would but send some of their number 
in to him that might talk with bun about it And 
when the principal of them, with theur leaders, 
heard this, they came into the house. He then 
drew them to the most retired part of the house, 
and shut the door of that hall where he put them, 
and then had them whipped till every one of their 
inwurd parts appeared naked. In the meaiitime 
the multitude stood round the house, and suppoeed 
that he had a long discourse with those that were 
gone in, about what they claimed of him. He had 
then the doors set open immediately, and sent the 
men out all bloody, which so terribly affrighted 
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those that had before threatened him, that they 
threw awaj their arms and ran away. 

6. But as for John, his envy grew greater [upon 
this escape of Josephus], and he framed a new plot 
against him ; he pretended io be sick, and by a let- 
ter desired that Josephus would give him liMive to 
use the hot baths that were at Tiberias, for the re- 
covery of his health. Hereupon Josephus, who 
liitherto suspected nothing of John's plots against 
him, wrote to the goTemors of the city, that they 
would provide a lodging and necessaries for John ; 
which favours, when he had made use of, m two 
days' time he did what he came about ; some he 
corrupted with delusive frauds, and others with 
money, and so persuaded them to revolt from Jose- 
phus. ^ Thb Silas, who was appointed guardian of 
the city by Josephus, wrote to him immediately, 
aud informed him of the plot against hun ; which 
epistle, when Josephus had received, he marched 
with ^[reat diligence all night, and came early in the 
morumg to Tiberias ; at which time the rest of the 
multitude met him. But John, who suspected that 
his coming was not for his advantage, sent however 
one of his friends, and pretended mat he was sick, 
and that being confined to his bed he could not 
come to pay him his respects. But as soon as Jo- 
sephus had got the people of Tiberias together in 
the suuiium, and tried to discourse with them about 
the letters that he had received, John privately sent 
some armed men, and gave them orders to sky 
him. But when the people saw that the armed 
men were about to draw their swords, they cried 
out ;— -at which cry Josephus turned himself about, 
and when he saw that the swords were just at his 
throat, he marched away m neat haste to the sea- 
shore, and left off that speedi which he was going 
to make to the people, upon an elevation of six 
cubits high. He then seised on a ship whidi lay in 
the haven, and leaped into it, with two of his guards, 
and fled away into the midbt of the lake. 

7. But now the soldiers he had with him took up 
their arms inunediately, and marched against the 
plotters, but Josephus was afraid lest a civil war 
should be raised by the envy of a few men, and 
bring the city to ruin ; so he sent some of his party 
to tell them that they should do no more than pro- 
vide for their own safety ; that they should not kill 
any body, nor accuse any for the occasion they had 
afforded [of a disorder]. Accordingly these men 
obeyed his orders, and were quiet ; but the people 
of the neighbouring country, when they were m- 
formed of this pk)t, and of the plotter, got together 
in great multitudes to oppose John. But he pre- 
vented their attempt, and fled away to Gischala, his 
native city, while the Galileans came running out 
of their several cities to Josephus ; and as they were 
now become many ten thousands of armed men, 
they cried out, that they were come against John, 
the common plotter against their interest, and would 
at the same time bum him, and that dty which 
had received him. Hereupon Josephus told them 
that be took their good-will to him kindly, but still 
be restrained their fury, and intended to subdue his 
enemies by prudent conduct, rather than by slay- 
big ihem ; so he excepted those of every city which 
had joined in this revolt with John, by name, who 
had readily been shown him by those that came 
horn eveiy city, and caused public proclamation to 
be made, that he would seixe upon the effects of 
those that did not forsake John witliin five days' 
time, and would bum both their houses and their 



families with fire. Whereupon three thousand o^ 
John's party left him immediately, who came to 
Josephus, and threw their arms down at hb feet. 
John then betook himself, together with his two 
thousand Syrian runagatM, fiom open attempts^ 
to more secret ways of treaehery. Aeoordingly he 
privately sent messengers to Jerusalem, to accuse 
Josephus, as having too great power, and to let 
tliem know that he would soon come as a tyrant to 
their metropolis, unless they prevented him. Tiiia 
accusation the people were aware of beforehand, 
but had no renrd to it. Howeyer, some of the 
grandees, out of envy, and some of the rulers also, 
sent money to John privately, that he might be ablo 
to get together mercenary soldiers, in oH,er to fight 
Josephus ; they also made a decree of themselves^ 
and this for recalling him from his jrovemment, yet 
did they not think that decree sumoient ; so they 
sent withal two thousand five hundred armed meu» 
and four persons of the highest rank amongst them ; 
Joazar the son of Nomicus, and AAnias uie son of 
Sadduk ; as also Simon and Judas, the sons of Jo- 
nathan (all very able men in speaking), that those ' 
persons might wiUidraw the good-will of the peo- 
ple from Josephus. These had it in charve, that if 
he would voluntarily come away, they should permit 
him to [come and] give an account of his conduct; 
but if he obstinately insisted upon continuing in his 
government, they should treat him as an enemy. 
Now, Josephus's friends had sent him w(ad that an 
army was coming against him, but they gave huu 
no notice beforehand what the reason of their 
coming was, that being only known among somo 
secret comuals of his enemies : and by this meana 
it was that four cities revolted from him immedi- 
ately, Sepphoris, and Gamala, and Gischabt and 
Tiberias. Yet did he recover these cities without 
war; and when he had routed those four command- 
ers by stzati^ems, and had taken Uie most potent 
of their warriors, he sent them to Jerusalem ; and 
the people [of Galilee] had great indignation at 
them, and were in a aoalous disposition to slay, not 
only these forces, but those that sent them also, had 
not these forces prevented it by running away. 

8. Now John was detained afterward within the 
walls of Gischala, by the fear he was in of Joae- 
phus ; but within a few days Tiberias revolted again, 
and Uie people within it invited king Agrippa [to 
return to the esercise of his authority there] ; and 
when he did not oome at the time appointed, aud 
when a few Ronuui horsemen appemd that day^ 
they expelled Josephus out of the city. Now, this 
revolt of theirs was presently known at Tarichen ; 
aud as Josephus had sent out all the soldiers that 
were with him to gather corn, he knew not how 
either to march out alone against the revolters, or 
to stay where he was, because he was afraid the 
king's soldiers might prevent him if he tarried, 
and nught get into the city ; for he did not intend 
to do any thing on the next day, because it was the 
Sabbath-day, and would hinder his proceeding. 
So be contrived to circumvent the revolters by a 
stratagem ; and in the first pUce, he ordered the 
gates of TarichesB to be shut, that nobodv might go 
out and inform [those of Tiberias], for whom it was 
intended, what stratagem he was about ; he then 
got together all the ships that were upon the lake, 
which were found to be two hundred and thirty, 
and in each of them he put no more than four ma- 
riners. So he sailed to Tiberias with haste, and 
kept at such a distance from the city, that it was 
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vot easy for the people to see the vessels, and or- 
dered that the empty vessels should float up and 
down there, while himself, who had bnt seven of 
his goards with him, and those unarmed also, went 
BO near as to be seen ; but when his adversaries, 
who, were still reproaching him, saw him from the 
walls, thev were so astonished that they supposed 
all the ships were full of armed men, and threw 
down their arms, and by signals of intercession they 
besought him to spare the city. 

9. Upon this, Josephos threatened them terribly, 
and reproached them, that when they were the first 
that took up arms against the Romans, they shonld 
spend their forces beforehand in civil dissensions, 
and do what their enemies desired above all things ; 
and that besidos, they should endeavour so hastily 
to seise upon him, who took care of their safety, 
and had not been ashamed to shut the gates of 
their city against him that built their waUs ; that, 
however, he w^d admit of any intercessors from 
them that mighT make some excuse for them, and 
with whom he would make such agreements as 
might be for the city's security. Hereupon ten of 
the most potent men of Tiberias came down to him 
presently, and when he had taken them into one of 
his vessels, be ordered them to be carried a great 
way off from the city. He then commanded that 
fifty others of their senate, such as were men of 
the greatest eminence, should come to him, that 
tiiey also might give him some security on their 
behalf. Aft^ which, under one new pretence or 
another, he called forth others, one after another, 
to make the league between them. He then gave 
order to the masters of those vessels which he had 
thus filled, to sail away immediateljr for Taricben, 
and to confine those men in the prison there ; till 
at length he took all their senate, consisting of six 
hundrad peisons, and about two thousand of the 
populace,-and carried them away to Tarichen. 

10. And when the rest of the people cried out, 
that it was one Clitna that was the chief author of 
this revolt, they desured him to spend hia anger 
upon him [only] ; but Josephus, whose intention 
it was to slay nobody, commanded one Levins, be- 
longing to his guards, to go out of the vessel, in 
order to cut off both Clitus's hands ; yet was Levius 
afraid to go out by himself alone, to such a large 
body of enemies, and refused to go. Now Clitus 
saw that Josephus was in a great passion in the 
ship, and ready to leap out of it, in order to exe- 
cute the punishment himself ; he be(^^ therefore 
from the shore that he would leave him one of his 
hands, which Josephus agreed to upon condition 
that hcwonld himself cut off the other hand ; ac- 
cordingly he drew his sword, and with his right 
band out off hia left, so great was the fear he was 
in of Josephus himself. And thus he took the 
people of Tiberias prisoners, and recovered the citv 
asain with empty ships* and seven of his guard. 
Moreover, a few days afterward he retook Gischala, 
which had revolted with the people of Sepphoris, 

• I eMUMl bat tUnk Mb itntagMn of JoMphai, wbieh I* t«1bM both 
k«fc mad in bto Utt, wet. St, 83, to bo fm* of ttao Bncat th»t cvw wm 
luvcntad Bad nuealfld by aay wan-ior «hatao«¥«r. 



and gave his soldiers leave to plunder it ; yet did 
he get all the plunder together, and restored it to 
the inhabitants ; and the like he did to the inha- 
bitants of Sepphoris and Tiberias : for when he 
had subdued those cities, he had a mind, by letting 
them be plundered, to give them some good instruc- 
tion, while at the ^ametime he regained their good- 
will by restoring them their money again. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

TUB JEWS MAKE ALL HBADT FOR THE WAR ; AND 
SIMON, THE BON OF OIORAS, FALLS TO PLUNOERINO. 

§ 1. And thus were the disturbances of Galilee 
quieted, when, upon their ceasing to prosecute 
their civil dissensions, they betook themselves to 
make preparations for the war with the Romans. 
Now in Jerusalem the high-priest Ananns, and as 
many of the men of power as were not in the inter- 
est of the Romans, both repaired the waUs, and 
made a great many warlike instruments, insomuch 
that, in all parts of ^e citv, darts and all sorts of 
armour were upon the anvil. Although the multi- 
tude of the youuff men were engaged in exercises, 
without any regukrity, and all places were full of 
tumultnous doing: yet the moderate sort were ex- 
ceedingly sad ; and a great many there were who, 
out of the prospect they had of tiie calamities that 
were coining upon them made great lamentations. 
There were also such omens oteerved as were un- 
derstood to be forerunners of evils, by such as loved 
peace, bnt were by those that kindled the war in- 
terpreted so as to suit their own inclinations ; and 
the vexy state of the city, even before the Romans 
came against it, was that of a ph^e doomed to 
destructbn. However, Ananus's concern was this, 
to lay aside, for a while, the preparations for the 
war, and to persuade the seditious to consult their 
own interest, and to restrain the madness of those 
that had Hie name of zealots : but thehr violence 
was too hard for bun ; and what end he came to 
we shall relate hereafter. 

2. Bnt as for the Acrabbene toparchy, Simon, 
the son of Gions, got a great number of those that 
were fond of innovations together, and betook him- 
self to ravage the country ; nor did he only harass 
the rich men's houses, but tormented their bodies, 
and appeand openly and beforehand to affect ty- 
ranny m his government. And when an army was 
sent against him by Ananns, and the other rulers, 
he and his band retired to the robbers that were at 
Blasada, and staid there, and plundered the coun- 
try of Idumea with them, till both Ananns and his 
otner adversaries were skin ; and until the rulers 
of that country were so afilicted with the multitude 
of those that were slain, and with the continual ra* 
vage of what they had, that they raised an army, 
and put garrisons into the villages, to secure them 
from Uiese msults. And in this state were the 
afikirs of Judea at that time. 
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FROM VESPASIAN'S COMING TO SUBDUE THE JEWS TO THE TAKING OF GAMAIA. 



CHAPTER I. 

▼BWA8IAN 18 SBNT IMTO 8TBIA BT NEBO TO MAKB 
WAB WXTE THE JBWB. 

§ 1. When Nero was informed of the Romuia' ill 
BttOoeflB in Judei, a concealed consternation and 
terror, as is nsoal in snch cases, fell upon him ; 
althoagfa he openly looked veir big, and was yery 
angry, and aud, that what had happened was rather 
owing to the nej^igence of the eommander than 
to any Talonr of the enemy : and as he thought it 
fit for him who bare the burden of the whole em- 
pire, to despise sndi misfortunes, he now pretended 
■0 to do^ and to hsre a soul superior to all such sad 
accidents whatsoever. Yet did the disturbance 
that was in his soul plainly appear by the solieitttde 
he was in [how to recover his affairs again]. 

2. And as he was deUberating to whom he should 
eommit the care of the east^ now it was in so great 
B oommotion, and who might be best able to punish 
tiie Jews for their rebellion, and might {irerent the 
same distemper from seizing upon the neighbouring 
nations also, — ^he found no one but Vespasian equal 
to the task, and able to undergo the great bmden 
of so mighty a war, seeing he was growing an old 
man already in the camp, and from his youth had 
been exercised in warlike exploits : he was also a 
BDum that had longago pacified the west, and made 
it subject to the Romans, when it had been put 
into disorder by the Germans : he had also reco- 
Tcred to them Britain by his arms, which had been 
little known before ;* whereby he procured to his 
lather Claudius to have a triumph bestowed on him 
without any sweat or labour of nis own. 

3. So Nero es t ee m ed these oocumstances as fa- 
vourable omens, and saw that Vespasian's age gave 
him sure experience, and great skill, and that he 
had his sons as hostages for his fidelity to himself, 
and that the flourishing age they were in would 
make them fit instruments under their father's 
^radenoe. Perhaps lUso there was some interpo- 
aiCion of Providence^ which was paving the way for 
Vespasian's being himself emperor aftewards. 
Upon the whole, he sent this man to take upon 
him the command of the armies that were in Syria ; 
but this not without great encomiums and flattering 
eooqiellatioos, such as necessity required, and such 
as might moltify him into complainmce. So Ves- 
pasian sent his son Titus from Achaia, where he 
Dad been with Nero, to Alexandria, to bring back 
with him from thence the flfth and tenth legions, 
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while he himself, when he had passed over the 
Hellespont, came by land into Syna, where he ga- 
thered together the Roman forces, with a consider- 
able number of auxiliaries from the kings in that 
neighbourhood. 



CHAPTER II. ■ 

A OBEAT 8LAUGHTEB OF THE JEWS AT ASCALON. 
VESPASlAlf GOMES TO FIOLBMAXB. 

§ 1. Now the Jews, after they had beaten Cestius, 
were so much elevated with their unexpected soo- 
oesfly that they could not govern their zeal, bnty 
like people blown up into a flame by their good 
fortune, carried the war to remoter phuses. Ae- 
cordingly they presently got together a great mul- 
titude of all their most hardy sofaliers, and marched 
away for Asoalon. This is an ancient city that is 
distant from Jenualem five hundred and twenty 
furlonf^B, and was always an enemy to the Jews ; 
on which account they determined to make tfaetr 
first efibrt against it, and to make their approaches 
to it as near as possible. This excurrion. was led 
on by three men, who were the chief of them ail, 
both for strength and sagacity : Niger, called the 
Peraite, Sihus of Babyktn, and besides them, John 
the Essene. Now Ascalon was strongly walled 
about, but had almost no aesistanoe to be relied on 
[near them], for the garrison' consisted of one e»> 
hort of footmen, afld one troop of horsemen, whoso 
detain was Antonius. 

2. These Jews, therefore, out of theup ancer, 
marched Cuter than ordinary, and, as if thiey had 
come but a little way, approached very near, tiie 
city, and were come even to it ; but Antonios, who 
was not unapprised of the attack they were goiqg 
to make upon the city, drew out his horsemen be- 
forehand, and being neither daunted at the multi- 
tude nor at the courage of the enemy, received 
theur first attacks with great bravery ; and when 
they crowded to the very waUs, he beat them off. 
Now the Jews were unskilful in war, but were to 
fight with those who were skilful therein ; th^ 
were footmen to fight with horsemen ; they were 
in disorder, to fight with thoeethat were onited 
together ; they were poorly armed, to fight those 
that were completely, so ; they were to fight more 
by their rage than by sober counsel, and were ex- 
posed to soldiers that were exactly obediettt, and 
did every thing they were bidden upon the least 
intimation. So they were easily beaten ; lor as 
soon as ever their first ranks were once in disoeler, 
they were put to flight by the enemy's cavaby, and 
thoee of them that came behind such as crowded 
to the wall, fell upon their own party's weapons^ 
and became one another's enemies ; and this so 
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loog till they were all forced to give way to the 
attacks of the horsemen, and were dispersed all the 
plain over, which plain was wide, and all^t for the 
norsemen ; which circumstance was very commo- 
dious for the Bomans, and occasioned the slaughter. 
of the greatest number of the Jews ; for such as 
ran away, they could overrun them, and make 
them torn back ; and when the^had brought them 
hack alter their flight, and driven them together, 
they ran them through, and slew a vast number 
of Uiem, insomuch that others encompassed others 
of them, and drove them before them whitherso- 
ever the^ turned themselves, and slew them easily 
with their arrows ; and the great number there 
were of the Jews seemed a scmtnde to themselves, 
by reason of Ihe distress they were in, while the 
Romans had such good success with their small 
number^ that they seemed to themselves to be the 
greater multitude ; and as the former strove zea- 
louslv under their misfortunes, out of the shame of 
a sudden flight, and hopes of a change in their 
success, so did the latter fear no weariness by rea- 
son of their good fortune ; insomuch that the fight 
lasted till the evening, till ten thousand men of the 
Jews' side lay dead, with two of their generals, 
John and Silas ; and the greater part of the re- 
mainder were wounded, with Niger, tneir remaining 
seneml, who fled away together to a small city of 
Idnmea, called Sallis. Some few also of the Ro- 
mans were wounded in this battle. 

ft. Yet were not the spirits of the Jews broken 
by so great a calamity, but the losses they had sus- 
tained rather quickened their resolution for other 
attempts ; for, overlooking the dead bodies which 
hiy under their feet, they were enticed by their 
former glorious actions to venture on a second de- 
struction ; so when they had lain still so little a 
while that their wounds were not yet thoroughly 
cured, they got together all their forces, and came 
with greater fury, and in much greater numbers, 
to Ascalon ; but their former ill fortune followed 
them, as the consequence of their unskilfnlness, 
and other deficiencies in war ; for Antonius laid 
amboshes for them in the passages they were to go 
through, where they fell into snares unexpectedly, 
and where they were encompassed about with 
horsemen before they could form themselves into 
a regular body for fighting, and were above eight 
thousand of them slun : so lUl the test of them 
ran away, and with them Niger, who still did a 
great many bold exploits in his flight However, 
they were driven along together by the enemy, who 
pressed hard upon them, mto a certain strong tower 
belonging to a village called Bezedel. However, 
Antonius and his party, that they might neither 
spend amr considerable time about this tower, which 
was hard to be taken, nor suffer their commander, 
and the most courageous man of them all, to escape 
from them, they set the wall on fiie ; and as the 
tower was burning, the Romans went away rejoic- 
ing, as taking it for granted that Niger was de- 
stroyed ; but he leaped out of the tower into a sub- 
terraneous cave, in the innermost part of it, and 
was preserved ; and on the third day afterward 
he spake out of the ground to those that with great 
lami mt ati o na were searching for him, in order to 
give him a deoent funeral ; and when he was come 
out, he filled all the Jews with an unexpected joy, 
as though he were preserved by God*s providence 
to be their commander for the time to come. 

4. And now Vespasian took along with him his 



army from Antioch (which is the metropolis of Sy- 
ria, and, without dispute, deserves the pbce of the 
third city in the habitable earth that was under the 
Roman empue,* both in magnitndeand other marks 
of prosperity) where he found Idng Agrippa with 
all his forces, waiting for his coming, and marched 
to Ptolemais. At tUs city also tibe inhabitants of 
Sepphoris of Galilee met mm, who were for peace 
with the Romans. These eitiaens had beforehand 
taken care of their own safety, and being sensible 
of the power of the Romansi they had been with 
Cestius Gallus before Vespasian came, and had 
given their faith to him, and received the security 
of his right hand ; and had received a Roman gar- 
rison ; and at this time withal they received Ves- 
pasian, the Roman general, very kmdly, and readily 
promised that they would assist him against their 
own countr]nx^en. Now the general delivered them, 
at their desire, as many horsemen and footmen as 
he thou^t sufficient to oppose the incursions of the 
Jews, if they should liappen to come against them ; 
— and indeed the danger of losing Sepphoris would 
be no small one, in this war Uiat was now beginning, 
seeing it was the largest city m Galilee, and built 
in a place by nature very strong, and might be a 
security of the whole nation's [fidelity to the 
Romans]. 



CHAPTER III. 

A DBSGEIPTION OP OAULBE, SAMAUA, AMD JUDBA. 

§ 1. Now Phosnioia and Syria encompass about the 
Galileos, which are two, and called the Upper Gali- 
lee and the Lower. They are bounded towards 
the sun-setting, with the borders of the territory 
belongmg to Ptolemais, and by Garmel ; which 
mountain had formerly belonged to the Galileans, 
but now belonged to the Tyrians ; to which moun- 
tain adjoins Gaba, which is called the City o/Horaf 
meUf because those horsemen that were dismissed 
by Herod the king, dwelt thcsrain ; they ai« 
bounded on the souUi with Samsfia and Scyt|iopo* 
lis, as far as the river Jordan ; on the east with 
Hippene and Gadaris, and also with Ganlanitis, and 
the borders of the kingdom of Agrippa ; its northern 
parts are bounded by Tyre, and the country of the 
Tyrians. As for that Galilee which is called the 
Lower, it extends in length from Tiberias to Zebu- 
Ion, and of the maritime places, Ptolemais is its 
neighbour ; its breadth is from the viUage called 
Xaloth, wbieh lies in the great plain, as ftf as Ba> 
sabe, fiKMu which beginning also is taken the breadth 
of the Upper Galilee, as &r as the vilUge Baca, 
which divides the land of the l^rians from it ; its 
length is also from Meloth to TheUa, a viUage near 
to Jordan. 

2. These two Galileos, of so great hurgeoess, and 
enoompaaaed with so many nations of foreignera, 
have always been able to make a strong resistance 
on all occasions of war ; for the Galileans aro mured 
to war from their infancv, and have been always 
very numerous ; nor hath the country been ever 
destitute of men of courage, or wanted a numei'ous 
set of them ; for their soil is universally rich and 
firuitful, and full of the plantations of trees of all 
sorts, insomuch that it invites the most slothful to 

• SpanMmud Bdand both agn*, that the two cHIm h«r* Mb>«m«4 
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take pains in its cultivation, by its fruitfulness : ac- 
cordingly, it is all cultivated by its inhabitants, and 
no part of it lies idle. Moreover, the cities lie here 
very thick ; and the very many villages there are 
liere, are everywhere so full of people, by the rich- 
ness of their soil, that the very least of them con- 
tain above fifteen thoosand inhabitants. 

8. In short, if anpr one will suppose that Galilee 
is inferior to Perea m magnitude, he will be obliged 
to pr^er it before it in its strength : for this is all 
capable of cultivation, and is everywhere fruitful ; 
but for Perea, which is indeed much larger in ex- 
tent, the greater part of it is a desert, and roueh, 
and much less disposed for the productbn of the 
milder lands of fruits ; yet hath it a moist soil [in 
, other |>art8], and produces all kinds of fruits, and 
its plams are planted with trees of all sorts, while 
yet the olive tree, the vine, and the palm-tree, are 
chiefly cultivated there. It is also sufficiently 
watered with torrents, which issue out of the moun- 
tains, and with springs that i^ver fail to run, even 
when the torrents fau them, as they do in the dog- 
days. Now the length of Perea is from Macherus 
to Pella, and its brmdth from Philadelphia to Jor- 
dan ; its northern pots are bounded by Pella, as 
we have already said, as well as its western with 
Jordan ; the land of Moab, is its southern border, 
and its eastern limits reach to Arabia, and Siboni- 
tis, and besides to Philadelphene and Gerasa. 

4. Now, as to the ooonti^ of Samaria, it lies be- 
tween Judea and Galilee ; it begins at a village that 
is in the great plain called Ginea, and ends at the 
Acrabbene toparchy, and is entirely of the same 
nature wiUi Judea ; for both countries are made 
up of hiUa and valleya^ and are moist for agricul- 
ture, and are very fruitful. They have abundance 
of trees, and are full of autumnal fruit, both that 
which grows wild, and that which is the effect of cul- 
tivatioDu They are not natunJly watered with 
many rivers, but derive their chi<^ moisture from 
rain*water, of which they have no want ; and for 
those rivers which they have, all their waters are 
exceeding sweet : by reason also of the excellent 
grass the^ have, their cattle yield more milk than 
do those m other pUces ; and, what is the greatest 
sign of excellency and abundance, they each of them 
are very full of people. 

5. In the limits of Samaria and Judea lies the 
viUage Anuath, which is also named Boroeoe. This 
is the northern boundary of Judea. The southern 
parts of Judea, if they be measured lengthways, 
are bounded by a village adjoining to the confines 
of Arabia ; the Jews tluit dwell there call it Jordan. 
However, its breadth is extended from the river 
Jordan to Joppa. The dty Jerusalem is situated 
in the very middle ; on which account some havfeL 
with sagacity enough, called that city the Navel 
of the country. Nor mdeed is Jndea destitute of 
such delights as come from the sea, since its mari- 
time phMBS exteud as far as Ptolemais ; it was 
parted into eleven portions, of which the royal city 
Jeruf^siiem was the supreme, and presided over aU 
the neighbouring country, as the head does over the 
body. As to the other cities that were inferior to 
it, they presided over their several toparchies ; 
Gophna was the second of those cities, and next to 
that Acrabatta, after them Thamna,and Lydda, and 
Emmans, and Pella, and Idnmea, and Engaddl, 
and Herodinm, and Jericho ; and after them came 
Jamnia and Joppa, as presiding over the neighbour- 
ing people i and besides these there was the region 



of Gamala, and Gaulanitis, and Batanea, and Tra^ 
chonitis, which are also parts of the kingdom of 
Agiippa. This [last] country beeins at Mount Li- 
banus, and the fountains of Jordan, and reaches 
breadthways to the lake of Tiberias ; and in length 
is extended from a village called Arpha, as far as 
Julias. Its inhabitants are a mixture of Jews and 
Syrians. — And thus have I, with all possible brevity, 
described the country of Judea, and those that lie 
round about it 



CHAPTER IV. 

JOSEPHUS MAKES AN ATTEMPT UPON SBPPH0&I8, VTl 
IS BBPELLED. TITUS COMES WITH A GREAT AJIMT 
TO PTOLEMAIS. 



§ U Now the auxiliaries who were sent to i 
the people of Sepphoris, being a thousand horse- 
men, and six thousand footmen, under Placidus the 
tribune, pitched their camp in two bodies in the 
great plam. The foot were put into the city to be 
a guard to it ; but the horse lodged abroad in the 
camp. These last, by marching continuallv one 
way or other, and over-running me parts of the ad- 
joining country, were very troublesome to Joeephus 
and hu men ; they also plundered all the places 
that were out of the city's liberty* and intercepted 
such as durst go abroad. On this account it was 
that Josephos marched against the city, as hopingr 
to take what he had lately encompassed with so 
strong a wall, before they revolted from the rest of 
the Galileans, that the Romans would have much 
ado to take it : by which means he proved too weak, 
and failed of his hopes, both as to fordne the place, 
and to his prevailing with the people or Sepphoris 
to deliver it up to him. By this means he provoked 
the Romans to treat the country aoooiding to 
the law of war ; nor did the Romans, out of the 
anger they bore at this attempt, leave off either by 
night or by day, burning the places in the plain, or 
stMline away the cattle that was in the oomitiy, 
and kifiing whatsoever appeared capable of fig^tii^ 
perpetually, and leading the weaker people as slaves 
into captivitv ; so that Galilee was. all over filled 
with fire and bk)od, nor was it exempted from any 
kind of misery or ealamitv ; for the on\y refuge 
they had was this, that when thev were pursued, 
they could retire to the cities which had walls built 
them by Joeephus. 

2. Bat as to Titus, he sailed over from Aeha^ to 
Alexandria, and that sooner than the winter seasoo 
did usually permit ; so he took with him those 
forces he was sent for, and marching with great 
expedition, he came suddenly to Ptolemais, and 
there finding his father, together with the two le- 
gions, the fifth and tenth, which were the most 
eminent legions of all, he joined them to that fif- 
teenth Icttion which was with his father : eighteen 
cohorts followed, these legions ; there came also 
five cohorts from Ceearea, with one troop of horse- 
men, and five other troops of horsemen from Syria. 
Now these ten cohorts bad severallv a thousand 
footmen, but the other thirteen cohorts had no 
more than six hundred footmen a-pieoe, with a 
hundred and twenty horsemen. There were also a 
considerable number of auxiliaries got together, 
that came from the kings Antiochus, and Agrippa, 
and Sohemus, each of uem contributing < 
sand footmen that were archers, and a 
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MalcfaosalflOy the kingof Arabia, sent & 

ihouHUid hofMmeii, besides five thousand footmeo, 
the greatest part of whom were archers ; so that 
the whole army, including the anxiliaries sent by 
the Idngs, as well horsemen as footmen, when all 
wera mated together, amounted to sixty thousand, 
besides tlw senrants, who» as they followed in vast 
numbers, so because they had been trained up in 
war with the rest, ought not to be distinguished 
from tiie fightinff men ; for as they were in their 
masters' serrioe m times of peace, so did they un- 
dergo tiie like dangers with them in times of war, 
insomuch that they were inferior to none, either in 
skill or in 8trei%th,tmly they were subject to thew 



CHAPTER V. 

A DBSCEIPTION OF XHB ROMAN A&MIES A5D R0KA5 
CAMPS ; AMD WHAT THB B0MAN8 ARB OOMMBNDBD 
FOB. 

I 1. Now here one cannot but admire at the pre- 
caution of the Romans, in proTiding themselres of 
■ueh household servants, as might notonly serve at 
other times for the common offices of life^ but might 
also be of advantage to them in their wars; and 
indeed, if any one does but attend to the other 
parts of their military discipline, he will be forced 
to confess that their obtaining so large a dominion, 
hath been the acquisition of their valour, and not 
the bare gift of fortune ; for thev do not begin to 
use their weapons first in time of war, nor do they 
Ishmi put their hands first into motion, while they 
avoided so to do in times of peace ; but as if their 
weapons did always cling to tnem, they have never 
any trnoe from warlike exercises ; nor do they stay 
till times of war admonish them to use them ; for 
their military exercises differ not at all from the 
real use of their arms, but every soldier is eveiy 
day exercised, apd that with great diligence, as u 
it were in time of war, which is the reason why ihey 
bear the fatigue of battle so easily ; for neither can 
any disorder remove them from iheir usual regu- 
larity, nor can fear a£Eright them out of it, nor can 
labour tire them ; which firmness of conduct makes 
them to overcome those that have the same firm- 
ness ; nor would he be mistaken that should call 
those their exercises unbloody battles, and their 
battles bloody exercises. Nor can their enemies 
easily surprise them with the suddenness of their 
incursions ; for as soon as they have marched into 
an enemv's land, they do not begin to fight tiU they 
have wailed their camp about ; nor is the fence they 
raise rashly made, or uneven ; nor do they all abide 
in it, nor do those that are in it take their places at 
random ; but if it happens that the ground is un- 
even, it is first levelled : their camp is also four- 
square by measure, and carpenters are ready, in 
sreat numbers, with their tools, to erect their 
buildings for them.* 
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2. As for what is within the camp, it is set apart 
for tents, but the outward circumference hath the 
resembhoice of a wall, and is adorned with towers 
at equal distanees, where between the towers stand 
the engmes for throwing arrows and darts, and for 
slingfa^ stones, and where they Uy all other engines 
that can umoy the enemy, all ready for thev several 
operations. They also erect four gates, one at every 
side of the circumference, and those laige enough 
for the entrance of the beasts, and wide enough for 
making excursions, if occasion should require. 
They mvide the camp within into two streets, very 
conveniently, and plaoe the tents of the commanders 
in the middle ; but in the very midst of all is the 
general's own tent in the natore of a temple, inso- 
much that it appears to be a dty built on the sud- 
den, with its market-place, and place for handicraft 
trades, and with seats for the officers, superior and 
inferior; where, if any differences arise, their 
causes are heard and determined. The camp, and 
all that is in it, is encompassed with a wall all round 
about, and that sooner Uian one would imagine, 
and this by the multitude and the sldll of the la- 
bourers ; and, if occasion require, a trench is drawn 
round the whole, whose depth is four cubits, and 
its breadth equaL 

3. When they have thus secured themselvee, 
they live together bv oompanies with quietness and 
decency, as are all their other affairs managed 
with good order and security. Each company hath 
also their wood, and their com, and their water 
brought them, when they stand in need of them ; 
for they neither sup nor dine as they please them« 
selves singly, but all together. Their times also 
for sleeping, and watching, and rising, are notified 
beforehand by the sound of trumpets, nor is any 
thing done without such a signal ; and in the morn- 
ing the soldiery ^q every one to thev centurioniiy 
and these centurions to theur tribunes, to mlute 
them ; with whom all the superior officers go to 
the general of the whole army, who then gives 
them of oourae the watch-word and other orders, 
to be by them carried to all that are under their 
command ; which is also observed when they go to 
fight, and thereby they torn themselves about on 
the sudden, when there is occasion for making sal- 
lies, as they come back when they are recalled, in 
crowds also. 

4. When they are to go out of their camp, the 
trumpet gives a sound, at which time nobody lies 
still, but at the first intimation they take down 
their tents, and aU is made readv for their going 
out ; then do the trumpets sound again, to order 
them to get ready for the march ; then do ihey lay 
their basgage suddenly upon their mules and other 
beasts ofburden, and stand, at the phuie for start- 
ing, ready to march ; when also they set fire to 
their camp, and this they do because it will be 
easy for them to ereet another camp, and that it 
may not ever be of use to their enemies. Then do 
the trumpets give a sound the third time, that they 
are to go out in order to excite those that on aoy 
account are a little tardy, that so no one may be 
out of his rank when the army marches. Then 
does the crier stand at the general's right hand, 
and asks them thrice, in their own tongue, whether 
they be ready to go out to war or not. To which 
they reply as often, with a lend and cheerful voicei 
saying, ^ We are ready." And this they do almost 
beifore the question is asked them ; they do this as 
filled with a kind of martial fury, and at the time 
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that they ao cry out, they lift up their right hands 
alao. 

5. When, after this, they are gone out of their 
camp, they all march without noifle, and in a decent 
manner, and every one keeps his own rank, as if 
th^ were going to war. Tbe footmen are armed 
wiu breast-plates and head-pieoes, and hare swords 
on each side ; but the sword which is upon theur 
left side is much longer than the other ; for that 
on the right side is not longer than a span. Those 
footmen also that are chosen out from amongst the 
rest to be about the general himself, have a lance 
and a buckler ; but the rest of the foot-soldiers 
have a spear and a long buckler, besides a saw and 
a basket, a pick-axe and an axe, a thong of leather, 
and a hook, with provisions for three days ; so that 
a footman hath no great need of a mule to carry 
his burdens. The horsemen haye a lon^; sword on 
their right sides, and a long pole in theur hand : a 
shield also lies by them obliquely on one side of 
their horses, with three or more darts that are 
borne in their quiver, having broad points, and no 
smaller than spears. They have also head-pieces 
and breast-plates, in like manner as have ail the 
footmen. And for those that are chosen to be 
about the general, their armour no way differs 
from that of the horsemen belonging to other 
troops ; and he always leads the legions foYth, to 
whom the lot assigns that employment. 

6. This is the manner of the marching and rest- 
ing of the Romans, as also these are uie several 
sorts of weapons they use. But when they are to 
fight, they leave nothing without forecast, nor to be 
done off-hand, but counsel is ever first taken before 
any work is begun, and what hath been there re- 
solved upon is put in execution presently ; for 
which reason they seldom conmiit any errors ; and 
if they have been mistaken at any time, they easily 
eorrect those mistakes. They also esteem any 
errors they commit upon taking counsel beforehand, 
to be better than such rash success as is owing to 
fortune only ; because such a fortuitous advantage 
tempts them to be inconsiderate, while consultation, 
though it may sometimes fiul of success, hath this 
good in it, that it makes men more careful herfr* 
after; but for the advantaffee that arise from 
chance, they are not owing to nim that gains them ; 
and as to what melancholy accidents happen unex- 
pectedly, there is this comfort in them, that they 
bad however taken the best consultations they could 
to prevent them. 

7. Now they so manaee their preparatory exer- 
cises of their weapons, 3iat not the bodies of the 
soldiers onlv, but their souls, may aldo become 
stronger : they are moreover hardened for war by 
fear; for their laws inflict capital punishments, 
not (mly for soldiers running away from their ranks, 
but for slothfulness and inactivity, though it be but 
in a lesser degree ; as are their genendiB more se- 
vere than their laws, for they prevent any imputa- 
tion of cruelty towards those under condemnation, 
by the great rewards they bestow on the valiant 
soldiers ; and the readiness of obeying their com- 
manders is so great, that it is very ornamental in 
peace ; but when they come to a battle, the whole 
army is but one body, so well coupled together are 
their rai^ so sudden are their turnings about, so 
sharp their hearing as to what orders are given 
them, so quick their sight of the ensigns, and so 
nimble are their hands when they set to work ; 
whereby it comes to pass, that what they do is 



done quickly, and vdiat they safiier they bear with 
the greatest patience. Nor can we find any exam- 
ples whereby they have been conquered In battle, 
when they came to a dose fight, either j»y the mul- 
titude of the enemies, or by their stratagems, or 
by the diflSculties in Uie plaiees they were in ; noi, 
nor by fortune neither, for their victories have 
been surer to them than fortune could have granted 
them. In a case^ therefore, where counsel still 
goes before action, and where, alter taking the best 
advice, that advice is followed by so active an army, 
what wonder is it that Euphrates on the east, toe 
ocean on the west, the most fertile regions of Lybia 
on the south, and the Danube and the Rhine on 
the north, are tJhe limits of this empire. One might 
well say, that the Roman posseesions are not i^e- 
rior to the Romans themselves. * 

8. This account I have given the reader, not so 
much with the intention of commending ihn Ro- 
mans, as of comforting those that have been con- 
quered by them, and for deterring others from 
attempting innovations under their government. 
This disc(rarse of the Roman military conduct may 
also perhaps be of use to such of the curious as are 
ignorant of it, and yet have a mind to know it. I 
return now from this digression. 



CHAPTER VI. 

PLACIDUB ATTBMPT8 TO TAKB JOTAPATA, AND ft 
BBATEN OFF. VESPASIAN MABCHJBS INIO OALI LXB. 

§ I. And now Yespanan, with his son Titos, had 
tarried some time at Ptolemaia, and had put his 
army in order. But when Pladdus, who had over- 
run Galilee, and had besides slain a number of 
those whom he had caught (whidi were only the 
weaker part of the Galilean^ and such as were of 
timorous souls), saw that the warriors ran always 
to those cities whose walls had been built by Joee- 
phus, he marched furiously against Jotapata, which 
was of them all the stron^st, as supposing he 
should easilv take it by a sudden surprise^ and that 
he should tnereby obtain great honour to himself 
among the commanders, and bring a great advan- 
tage to them in their future campaign ; because, 
if this strongest pkce of them all were onoe taken, 
the rest would be so affrighted as to surrender 
themselves. But he was mightily mistaken in his 
undertaking ; for the men of Jotapata were ap- 
prised of hu coming to atteck them, and came out 
of the city, and eiq>ected him there. So they 
fought the Romans briskly when they least expected 
it, being both many in number, and prepared for 
fighting, and of great aUcrity, as esteeming their 
country, their wives, and their children, to be in 
danger, and easily put the Romans to flight, and 
wounded many of them, and slew seven of them f 
because their retreat was not made in a disorderly 
nmnner, because the strokes only touched the sur- 
face of their bodies, which were covered with their 
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armour in all pffte, and beeauae the Jews did 
rather throw tneir weapons upon them from a 
great distance, than Tentnre to come hand to hand 
with them, and had only light armour on, while 
the others were completely armed. Howerer, 
three men of the Jewr side were sUin, and a few 
, wounded ; so Pladdus, finding himself unable to 
* assault the city, ran away. 

2. But as Vespasian had a great mind to fall 
upon Galilee, he marched out from Ptolemais, 
having put his army into that order wherein the 
Romans used to nuurch. He ordered those auxi- 
liaries which were lightlv armed, and the archers, 
to march first, that they might prevent any 
sudden insults from the enemy, and might sear^ 
out the woods that looked suspiciously, and 
were capable of ambuscades. Next to these fol- 
lowed that part of the Romans who were most 
completely armed, both footmen and horsemen. 
Next to these followed ten out of &mry hundred, 
carrying along with them thebr arms, and what was 
neoessaxy to measure out a camp withal ; and after 
them, such as were to make the road eyen and 
straight, and if it were anywhere rough and hsrd 
to be passed over, to plane it, and to cut down the 
woods that hindered their march, that the army 
miffht not be in distress, or tired with their nuoreh. 
Behind these he set such carriages of the srmy as 
belonged both to himself and to the othdr com- 
manders, with a considerable number of their 
horsemen for their security. After these he 
marched himself, having with him a select body of 
footmen, and horsemen, and pikemen. Aiter these 
came the peculiar oavahry of his own legion, for 
there were an hundred and twenty horsemen that 
peculiarly belonged to every legion. Next to these 
came the mules that carried the engines for sieges, 
and the other warlike machines of that nature. 
After theee came the commanders of tibe cohorts, 
and tribunes, havinff about them soldiers chosen 
out of the rest. Then came the ensigns encom^ 

sing the eagle, which is at the head of every 
man legion, the king, and the strongest of all 
birds, which seems to them a signal of dominion, 
and an omen that they shall conquer all against 
whom they march ; these sacred ensigns are fol- 
lowed by the trumpeters. Then came the main 
army in their squadrons and battalions, with six 
men in depth, which were followed at last by a 
centurion, who, according to custom, observed the 
rest. As for the servants of every legion, they 
all followed the footmen, and led the baggage of 
the soldiersy which' was borne by the mules and 
other beasts of burden. But behmd all the legions 
came the whole multitude of the mercenaries ; and 
those itikt brought up the rear came Ust of all for 
the securitpr of the whole srmy, being both footmen, 
and those m their armour also, with a great num- 
ber of horsemen. 

3. And thus did Vespasian march with his Army, 
and came to the bounds of Galilee, where he pitched 
his camp and restrained his soldiers, who were 
eager for wsr ; he also shewed his army to the 
enemy, in order to affright them, and to afford 
them a season for repentance, to see whether they 
would change their minds before it csme to a bat- 
tle, and at the same time he got things ready for 
besieging their' strong-holds. And indeed this 
sight of the general Drought many to repent of 
tlMir revolt, and put them all into a consternation : 
for those that were in Josephus's tamp, which was 



at the titj called Garis^ not far from Sepphcria^ 
when they heard that the war was come near them, 
and that the Romans would suddenly fight them 
hand to hand, dispersed themselTcs and fled, not 
only .before they came to a battle^ but befovs the 
enemy ever came in sight, while Joeephns and a 
few others were left behind ; and as he saw that 
he had not an army suflieiettt to engage theenemji^ 
that the spirits of the Jews were sunk, and thai 
the greater psst would willingly come to terms, if 
they might be credited, he ahready despaired of the 
success of the whole war, and determined to get as 
far as he possibly could, out of danger ; so he took 
those that stud along with him, and fled to TiberioSi 



CHAPTER VII. 

y£8PA8IA5, WHBIf HI HAD TAXBN THB CITT OADAKA, 
MAKCHES TO JOTAPATA. AFTBB A LONG 8IS0B, 
THX CITT IS BBTBATSD BT A DISIBTBB, AHD 
TAUUf BT yiSPASUN. ^ 

§ 1. So Vespanan inarched to the city Gadars, and 
took it upon the first onset, because he found it 
destitute of a considerable number of men nowa 
up and fit for war. He came then into it, and dew 
aU the youth, the Romans having no merar on any 
sge whatsoever ; and this was done out of the ha- 
tred they bore the nation, and because of the ini* 
quity they had been guilty of in the aflUr of Oes- 
tius. He also set fire, not onlv to Uie city itself, 
but to all the villas and small dues that were round 
about it ; some of them were quite destitute of in- 
habitants ; and out of sobm of them he carried the 
inhabitants as slaves into captivity. 

2. As to Josephos, his retirinff into that ci^ 
which he chose as the most fit for his security, put 
it into great fear ; for the people of Tiberiss did 
not imsgine that he would nave run away, unless 
he had entirely despaired of the successof the war ; 
and indeed, as to that point, they were not mis- 
taken about his (pinion ; for he saw whither the 
afiiurs of the Jews would tend at last, and was sen- 
sible that they had but one way of esa^g, and 
that was by repentance. Howeyer, although he 
expected that the Romans would forgiye him, yet 
did he chooce to die msny times over rather than 
to betray his country, and to disbooour that su- 
preme command of the army which had been en- 
trusted with him, or to liye happily under those 
against whom he was sent to fij^t. He determined, 
therefore, to give an exact aocount of affairs to the 
principal men at Jerusalem b^ a letter, that he 
might not, by too much aggrandizing the power of 
the enemy, make them too timorous ; nor, by re- 
lating that their power beneath the truth, might 
encourage them to stand out when they were pei^ 
haps disposed to repentance. He also sent them 
word, that if they thought of coming to terms, they 
must suddenly write him an answer ; or if they 
resolve upon war, they must send him an army 
sufficient to fight the RomanSi Accordingly ha 
wrote these thLgs, and sent iiMiasimgSiS ui 
ately to carry his letter to Jerusalem. 

3. Now Vespasian was very desfrous of 
lishing Jotapata, for he had gotten intelligence that 
the greatest part of the enemy had retired thither; 
and that it was, on other accounts, a place of great 
security to (hem. Accordingly he sent both foot*- 
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men wid horsemen to lerel the road, which was 
mountainooB and rocky, not without difficolty to 
be trayeUed over by footmen, bat absolutely im- 
practaoable for horsemen. Now these workmen 
aceomplished what they were about in four days' 
timey and opened a broad way for the army. On 
the fifth day, which was the twenty* first of the 
month Artimisius (Jy&r) Josephus preyented him, 
and came from TiboriaSy and went into Jotapata, 
and raised the drooping spirits of the Jews. And 
a certain deserter told this oood news to Vespasian, 
that Josephus had remoYcd himself thither, which 
made him make haste to the eitv, as supposing, 
that with taking that he should take all Judea, in 
case he could but withal get Josephus under his 
power. So he took this news to be of the vastest 
advantage to him, and believed it to be brought 
about by the providence of God, t'lat he who ap- 
peared to be the most prudent man of all their 
^emies, had of his own accord, shut himselflip in 
a pkoe of sure custody. Accordingly he sent Pla- 
eidus with a thousand horsemen, and Ebutius, a 
deeurion, a person that was of eminency both in 
council and in action, to encompass tilie city round, 
that Josephus might not escape away privately. 

4. Vespasian also, the Tery next day, took hw 
whole army and followed them, and by marching 
till late in the evening, arrived then at Jotapata ; 
and bringing his army ts the northern side of the 
city, he pitched his camp on a certain hiU which 
was seven furlongs from the city, and still greatly 
endeavoured to be well seen by the enemy, to put 
them into consternation, whicn was indeed so ter- 
rible to the Jews immediately, that no one of them 
durst go out beyond the wall Yet did the Bo- 
mans put off the attack at that time, because they 
had marched all the day, although they placed a 
double row of battalions round the dtv, with a third 
row beyond them round the whole, which consasted 
of cavafa7, in order to stop up every way for an 
exit ; wluch thing making the Jews despair of es- 
caping, excited them to act more boldly ; for no- 
thing makes men fight so despen^y in war as 
necessity. 

6. Now when an assault was made the next day 
by the Romans, the Jews at first staid out of the 



walla, and opposed them ; and met them, as haT< 
ing formed themselves a camp before the city walls. 
But when Vespasian had set against them the 
arohers and slingers, and the whde multitude that 
oould throw to a great distance, he permitted them 
to go to work, while he himself, with the footmen, 
got upon an acclivity, whence the city might easily 
be taken. Josephus was then in fear for the city, 
and leaped out, and all the Jewish multitude with 
him ; these fell together upon the Romans in great 
nombers, and drove them away from the wall, and 
nerlbrmed a great many glorious and bold actions. 
Yet did they suffer as much as they made the ene- 
my suffer ; for as despaur of deliverance encouraged 
the Jews, so did a sense of shame equally encou- 
rage the Romans. These hut had skill as well as 
strength ; the other had only courage, which anned 
them, and made them fight furiotuly. And when 
the fight had lasted all £iy, it was put an end to 
by the coming on of nighL They had wounded a 
great many of the Romans, and killed of them 
thirteen men ; of the Jews' side seventeen were 
slain, and six hundred wounded. 

tf . On the next day the Jews made another attack 
upon the Romans, and went out of the walls, and 



fought a much more desperate battle with them 
than before ; for they were now become more cou- 
rageous than formerly, and that on account of th« 
unexpected good opposition they had made the day 
before, as they found the Romans also to fight mors 
desperateljr ; for a sense of shame inflamed these 
into a passion, as esteeming their failure of a sud- 
den victory to be a kind of defeat Thus did the 
Romans t^ to make an impression upon the Jews 
till the fifth day continually, while me people of 
Jotapata made sallies out, and fought at the walls 
most desperately ; nor were the Jews fdBTrighted at 
the strength of the enemy, nor were the Romans 
discount at the difficulties they met with in tak* 
ing the city. 

7. Now Jotapata is almost all of it built upon a 
precipice, having on all the other sides of it every* 
way valleys immensely deep and steep, insomuch 
tliat those who would look down would have their 
sight fail them before it reached to the bottom. It 
is only to be come at on the north side, where the 
utmost part of the city is built on the mountain, ma 
it ends obliquely at a pUiii. This mountain Jose- 
phus had encompassed with a wall when he fortified 
the city, that its top might not be capable of being 
seized upon by the enemies. The city is covered aU 
round with other mountains, that can no way be 
seen till a man comes just upon it. And this was 
tlie strong situation of Jotapata. 

8. Vespasian, therefore, in order to try how he 
might overcome the natural strength of the pbce, 
as well as the bold defence of the Jews, made a 
resolution to proseieute the siege with vigour. — To 
that end he called the commanders that were under 
him to a council of war, and consulted with them 
which way the assault might be managed to the 
best advantage ; and when the resolution was there 
token to raise a bank against that part of the wall 
which was practicable, he sent his whole army 
abroad to get the materials together. So whei^ they 
had cut down all the trees on the mountains tluit 
adjoined to the city, and had gotten together a vast 
heap of stones, besides the wood they lud cut down, 
some of them brought hurdles, in order to avoid 
the effects of the dwts that were shot from above 
them. These hurdles they spread over their banks, 
under cover whereof they formed their bank, and 
so were little or nothing hurt by the darts that were 
thrown upon them from the wall, while others pul- 
led the neighbouring hillocks to pieces, and per- 
petually brought eartn to them ; so tiiat while they 
were busy three sorts of ways, nobody was idle. 
However, the Jews cast great stones from the walte 
upon the hurdles which protected the men, with all 
sorts of darts also ; and the noise of what could 
not reach them was yet so terrible, that it was some 
impediment to the workmen. 

9. Vespasian then set the engines for throwing 
stones and darts round about we city ; the num- 
ber of the engines was in all a hundred and sixtf ; 
and bade them fall to work, and dislodge those that 
were upon the wall. At the same time such engines 
as were intended for that purpose, threw at once 
lances upon them with great noise, and stones ol 
the weight of a talent were thrown by the engines 
that were prepared for that purpose, together with 
fire, and a yast multitude of arrows, which made 
the wall so dangerous, that tiie Jews durst not only 
not come upon it, but durst not come to those parts 
within the walls which were reached by the en|^ies ; 
for the multitude of the Arabian archers^ as well 
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also as all those that threw darts and slung stones, 
fell to work at the same time with the engines. 
Yet did not the others lie still when they could not 
throw at the Romans from a higher place ; for they 
then made sallies out of the city like private robbers, 
by parties, and pulled away the hurdles that covered 
the -workmen, and killed them when they were thus 
jiaked ; and when those workmen gave way, these 
cast away the earth tliat composed the bank, and 
burnt the wooden parts of it, together with the hur- 
dles, till at length Vespasian perceived that tlie in- 
tervals there were between the works were of dis- 
advantage to him ; for those spaces of ground 
afforded the Jews a place for assaulting the Romans. 
Si» he united the hurdles, and at the same time 
joined one part of the army to the other, which pre- 
Yeoted the private excursions of the- Jews. 

10. And when the bank was now raised, and 
brought nearer than ever to the battlements that 
belonged to the walls, Joseph us thought it would be 
entirely wrong in him if he could make no con- 
trivances in opposition to tlieii-s, and that might 
be for the city's preservation ; so he got together 
Ills workmen, and ordered them to build the wall 
higher ; and when they said that this was impos- 
sible to be done while so many darts were thrown at 
them, he invented this sort of cover for them : — He 
bade them fix piles, and expand before them raw 
hides of oxen newly killed, and these hides by 
yielding and hollowiug themselves when the stones 
were thrown at them might receive them, for that 
the other darts would slide off them, and the fire 
that was thrown would be quenched by the mois- 
ture that was in them ; and these he set before the 
workmen ; and under them these workmen went on 
with their works in safety, and raised the wall higher, 
and tliat both by day and by night, till it was twenty 
cubits hrgh. He then built a good number of towers 
upon the wall, and fitted it to strong battlements. 
This greatly discouraged the Romans, who in their 
own opinions were already gotten widim the walls, 
while they were now at ouce aatonished at Joae- 
phus's contrivance, and at tlie foi*titude of the citi- 
zens that were in the city. 

11. And now Vespasian was plainly irritated at 
the great subtilty of this stratagem, and at the bold- 
ness of the citizens of Jotapaui ; for taking heart 
again upon the buildiug of this wall, they made fresh 
Bailies upon the Romans, and had every day con- 
flicts with them by parties, together with all such 
contrivances as robbers make use of, and with the 
plundering of all that came to hand, as also with 
the setting fire to all the other works ; and this till 
Vespasian made his army leave off fighting them, 
and resolved to lie round the city, and to starve them 
into a surreuder, as supposing that either they would 
be forced to petition him for mercy by the want of 
provisions, or if they should have the courage to 
hold out till the last they should perish by famine : 
aud he concluded he should conquer tliem the more 
eat>ily in fiehting, if he gave them an interval, and 
then to fall upon them when they were weakened 
by famine ; but still he gave orders that they should 
guard aeainst their coming out of the city. 

] 2. Now the beseiged 1^ plenty of com within 
tlie city, and indeed of all other necessaries, bu t 
they wanted water, because there was no fountain 
in the city, and the people being there usually sa- 
tisfied witli rain-water ; yet it is a rare thing in that 
country to have rain in summer, and at this season, 
during tlie seige, they were in great distress for 



some contrivance to satisfy theur thirst ; and they 
were very sad at this time particularly, as if they 
were aheady in want of water entirely, for Jose- 
phus seeing that the city abounded with other ne^ 
cessaries, and that the men were of good courage^ 
and beingdesirous to protract theseige to the Romans 
longer than they expected, ordered Uieir drink to be 
given them by measure : but this scanty distribu- 
tion oif water by measure was deemed by them as 
a thmg more hard upon them than the want of it ; 
and their not being able to drink as much as they 
would, made them more desirous of drinking than 
they otherwise had been ; nay, they were so much 
disheartened thereby as if they were come to the kst 
i}egree of thirst. Nor were the Romans unao* 
quainted with the state they were in, for when they 
stood over against them beyond the wall, they could 
see them running together, and taking their water 
by measure, which made them throw theur javelins 
thither, the place being within their reach, and kil 
a great many of them. 

13. Hereupon Vespasian hoped that theur recep- 
tacles oi water would in no long time be emptied, 
and that they would be forced to deliver up the citv 
to him ; but Josephus being minded to break sucn 
his hope, gave comroandthat they should wet a great 
many of their clothes and hang them out about the 
battlements, till the entire walls was of a sudden all 
wet with the running down of water. At this sight 
the Romans were discouraged, and undelr conster- 
nation, when they saw them able to throw away in 
sport so much water, when they supposed tliem not 
to have enough to drink themselves. This made 
the Roman general despair of takmg the city by 
tlieir want of necessaries, and to betake himseu 
again to arms, and to try to force them to surrenderj 
which was what the Jews greatly desured ; for as 
they despaired of either themselves or their city 
being able to escape, they preferred a death in battle 
before one by hunger and thirst 

14. However, Josephus contrived another stra- 
tagem besides the foregoing, to get plentv of what 
they wanted. — There was a certain rough an^ un- 
even place that could hardly be asoended, and on 
that account was not guarded by the soldiers ; so 
Josephus sent out certain persons along the western 
parts of the valley, and by them sentletters to whom 
he pleased of tlie Jews that were out of the city, 
and procured from them what necessaries soever 
tliey wanted in the city in abundance ; he enjomed 
them also to creep generally along by the watch as 
they came into the city, and to cover their backs 
with such sheep-skins as had theur wool upon them, 
that if any one should spy them in the night-time^ 
they might be believed to be dogs. This was done 
till the watch perceived their contrivance, and en- 
compassed that rough place about themselves. 

15. And now it was that Josephus perceived that 
the city could not hold out long, and that his own 
Ufe would be in doubt if he continued in it ; so he 
consulted how he and the most potent men of the 
city might fly out of it. When the multitude un- 
derstood this, they came all round about him, and 
begged of him not to overlook them while they en- 
tirely depended on him, and him alone ; for that 
there was still hope of the city's deliverance if he 
\7ould stay with them, because every body would 
undertake any pains with great cheerfulness on his 
account, and in that case there would be some com^ 
fort for them also, though they should be taken t 
that it became him neither to iiy from his < 
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nor to desert hia friends, nor to leap out of that dty, 
as out of a ship that was sinking in a storm, into 
which he came when it was quiet and in a cahn ; 
for that by going away he would be the cause of 
drowning the city, because nobody would then 
yenture to oppose Uie enemy when he was once gone, 
a|)on whom they wholly confided. 

16. Hereupon Josephus aroided letting them 
Imow that he was to go awav to provide for nis own 
safeWy but told them that he would go out of the 
city for their sakes ; for that if }ie staid with them, 
lie should be able to do them little good while they 
were in a safe condition ; and that if thev were once 
taken, he should only perish with them to no 
purpose ; but that if he were once gotten fi«e 
from this siege, he should be able to bring them 
Tery great relief; for that he would then im- 
mediately get the Galileans together, out of the 
country, in ^reat multitudes, and draw the Ro- 
inans fiS their city by another war. That he 
did not see what advantage he could bring to tiiem 
now, by staying among them, but only proToke tlie 
Romans to besiege them more closely, as esteeming 
it a most Talnable thing to take him ; but that u 
they were once informed that he was fled out of the 
city, they would greatly remit of their eagerness 
Against it. Yet did not this plea more the people, 
but inflamed them the more to hang about mm. 
Accordingly, both the children and the old men, 
and the women with their infiuits, came mourning 
to him, and fell down before him, and all of them 
caught hold of his feet, and held bim fast, and be- 
sought him, with great hunentations, that he would 
take his share with them in their fortune ;— -and I 
think they did this, not that they enried his deli- 
Teranoe, but that they hoped for their own ; for 
they eould not think they should suffer any great 
misfortWM, provided Josephus would but stoy with 



17. Now, Josephus thought, that if he resolved 
to stay, it woukl be ascribed to thew entreaties ; 
and if he resolved to go away by force, he should 
be put into custody. His commiseration also of the 
people under their Umentations, had much broken 
that of his eagerness to leave them ; so he resolved 
to stay, and arming himself with the common de- 
■pau of the citisens, he said to them, ** Now is the 
tune to begin to fight in earnest, when there is no 
hope of deliverance left It is a brave thing to 
prefer glory before life, and to set about some such 
noble undertaking as mav be remembered by Uto 
posterity.*^ Having said this he fell to work im- 
mediately, and made a sally, and dispersed the 
•nemies' out-guards, snd ran as far as the Roman 
camp itself, and pulled the coverings of theur tents 
to pieces, that were upon their banks, and set fire 
to their works. And this was the manner in which 
he never left off fighting, neither the next day nor 
the di^ after it, but went on with it for a consider- 
able number of both days and nighte. 

18. Upon this, Vespasian, when he saw the Ro- 
mans distressed by these sallies (although they were 
ashamed to be made to run away by the Jews ; and 
when at any tune they made the Jews run away, 
their heavy armour would not let them pursue them 
isr; while the Jews^ irbaa they had performed any 
action, and before they could be hurt themselves, 
•till retired mto the ci^), ordered his armed men 
to avoid their onset, and not to fight it out with men 
imder desperation, idiUe nothing is more courageous 
^han despav ; but that th«r vwlenee would be 



quenched when they saw they failed of their piu> 
poses, as fire is quenched when it wants fiiel ; and . 
that it was most proper for the Romans to gaia 
their victories as cheap as they could, since thej 
are not forced to fight, but only to enlarge their own 
dominions. So he repelled the Jews in great meap 
sure by the Arabian archers, and the Syrianslingei^ 
and by those that threw stones at them, Jior was 
tliere any intermission of the great number of their 
offensive engines. Now, the Jews suffered greatly 
by these engines, without being able to escape from 
them ; and when these engioes threw their atones 
or javelins a great way, and the Jews were withia 
their reach, they pressed hard upon th» Romans, 
and fought desperately, without sparing either soul 
or body, one part succouring another by tnmsi 
when it was tired down. 

19. When, therefpro, Vespasian looked upea 
himself as in a manner besieged by these sallies of 
the Jews, and when his banks were now not far from 
the walls, he determined to make use of his batter- 
ing ram. This battering ram is a vast beam of 
w(H»d like the mast of a ship ; ito fore-part is armed 
with a thick piece of iron at the head of it, which 
is so carved as to be like the head of a ram, whence 
ito name is taken. This ram is slung in the air by 
ropes passing over ito middle, and is hung like the 
bsJance in a pair of scales from another beam, and 
braced by strong beams that pass on both sides of 
it in the nature of a cross. When this ram is pulled 
backward bv a great number of men with uiiited 
force, and then Sinist forward by the same men, 
with a mighty noise, it batters the walls with that 
iron part which is prominent ; nor is there any 
tower so strong, or walls so broad, that can resist 
any more than ito first batteries, but all are forced 
to yield to it at last This was the experiment 
which the Roman general betook himself to when 
he was eagerly bent upon taking the city, and 
found lying in the field so long to be to his diead- 
vautoge, because the Jews w<mld never let him be 
quiet. So these Romans brought the several en- 
gines for galling an enemy nearer to the walls, that 
they might reach such as were upon the widl, and 
endeavoured to frustrato their attempto ; these 
threw stones and javelins at them ; in tlie like 
manner did the arcners and sUngers come both to- 
gether closer to tlie walL This brought matters to 
6uch a pass that none of the Jews durst mount the 
walls, and then it was that the other Romans 
brought the battering ram that was cased with hur- 
dles all over, and in the upper part was secured 
with skins that covered it, and this both lor the se- 
curity of themselves and of the engine. Now, at 
tlie very first stroke of this engine, the wall wss 
shaken, and a terrible clamour was raised by the 
people within the city, as if they were already 
taken. 

23. And now, when Josephus saw this ram still 
batterinr the same pUce, and that the wall woukl 
quickly be thrown down by it, he resolved to elude 
for a while the force of the engine. With this de- 
sign he gave orders to fill sacks with chaff, and to 
hang them down before that place where they saw 
the ram always battering, that the stroke might be 
turned aside, or that the place might feel lees of the 
strokes by the yielding nature of the chaff. This 
contrivance very much delayed the attempto of the 
Romans, because let them remove their engine to 
what part they pleased, those that were above it 
removed their socks, and placed them ovcr-agaiut 



Digitized by V^jOOQ IC 



WARS OF THE JEWS. 



5;)i 



the strokes it made, insomneh that the wall was no 
way hurt, and this by dirersion of the strokes, till 
the Romans made an opposite contriTance of long 
pole«, and by tying hooka at their end^ cut off the 
sacks. Now, when the battering ram, thus reco* 
Tered its foree, and the wall having been but newly 
built, WIS giving way, Joeephns and those about 
him, had afterward immediate reooorse to fire, to 
defend themselyes withal ; whereupon they took 
what materials soever they had that were but dry, 
and made a sally three ways, and set fire to tiie 
mat^iittes and to the hurdles, and the banks of the 
Romans themselves ; nor did the Romans weU 
know how to come to their assistance, being at onee 
under a oonsteniation at the Jews' boldness, and 
being prevented by th^flames from coming to their 
assistance ; for the materials being dry wiUi Uie 
bitamen and pitch that were amons them, as was 
brimstone also, the fire caught hold of eveiy thing 
immediately ; and what cost the Romans a great 
deal of pains, was in one hour consumed. 

21. And here a certain Jew appeared worthy of 
our relation and commendation ; he was the son of 
Sameu, and was called Eleazar, and was bom at 
Saab, ii^Galilee. This man took up a stone of vast 
bigness, and threw it down from the wall upon the 
ram, and this with so great a force that it broke off 
the head of the engine. He also leaped down and 
took up the head of the ram from the midst of 
them, without any concern, carried it to the top of 
the waXL, and this, while he stood as a fit mark to 
be pelted by all his enemies. Accordingly, he re- 

-oeived the strokes upon his naked body, and was 
wounded with five darts ; nor did he mind any of 
them while he went up to the top of the wall, where 
he stood in sight of them all, as an instance of. the 
greatest boldness : after which he threw himself on 
a heap with his wounds upon bun, and fell down, 
together with the head of the ram. Next to him, two 
brothers showed their courage ; their names were 
Netir and Philip, both of tiiem of the village Ruma, 
and both of them Galileans also ; these men lei^wd 
upon the soldiers of the tenth legion, and fell upon 
the Romans with such a noise and force as to dis- 
order theur ranks, and put to flight all upon whom- 
soever they made their assaults. 

22. After these men's performances^^ Josephus, 
and the rest of the multitude with him, took a great 
deal of fire, and burnt both the machines, and their 
coverinesy with the works belonging to the fifth, 
and to tne tenth legwn, which they put to flight ; 
when others followed them immediately, and buried 
those instruments and all their materials under 
ground. However, about the evening the Romans 
erected the battering ram again, against that part 
of the wall which had suffered before ; where a 
certain Jew that defended the city from the Romans, 
hit Vespasian with a dart in his foot, and wounded 
him a little, the distance being so great, that no 
mi{^ty impression could be made by the dart thrown 
BO iar off. However, thb caused the greatest dis- 
order among the Romans ; for when those who 
stood near him saw his blood, they were disturbed 
at it, and a report went abroad, through the whole 
army, that the general was wounded, while the 
greatest part left the siege, and came running toge- 
ther with surprise and fear to the general ; and 
before them all came Titus, out of the concern he 
had for his father, insomuch that the multitude 
were in great confusion, and this out of the regard 
they had for their general, and by reason of the 
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agony that the son was in. Yet did the (kther soon 
put an end to the son's fear, and to the disorder the 
army was under, for being superior to his pains, 
and endeavouring soon to be seen by all that had 
been in the fright about him, he excited them to 
fight the Jews more briskly ; for now every body 
was willing to expose himself to danger inmiediately i 
in order to avenge their seneral ; and then they 
encouraged one another with loud voices, and rau 
hastily to the walls. 

23. But still Josephus and those with him, al- 
though they fell down dead one upon another, by 
the darts and stones which the euj^nes threw upon 
them, yet did not they desert the wall, but fell upon 
those who managed the ram, under the protection 
of the hurdles, with fire, and iron weapons, and 
stones; and these could do little or nothing, but fell 
themselves perpetually, while they were seen by 
those whom they could not see, for the light of their 
own flame shone about them, and made them a most 
visible mark to the enemy, as they were in the day- 
time, while the engmes could not be seen at a great 
distance, and so what was thrown at them was hard 
to be ayiided ; for the force with which these en- 
gines threw stones and darts made them hurt several 
at a time, and the violent noise of the stones that 
were cast by the engines was so great, that they 
carried away the pinnacles of the wall, and broke 
off the comers of the towers ; for no body of men 
could be so strong as not to be overthrown to the 
laat rank by the largeness of the stones ; and any 
one may leara the force of the engines by what 
happened this very night ; for as one of those that 
st(x>d round about Josephus was near the wall, his 
head was carried away by such a stone, and his 
skull was flung as £u> as three furlongs. In the 
day-time also, a woman with child had her belly so 
violently struck, as she was Just come out of her 
house, that the infant was carried to the distance of 
half a furlong ; so mat was the force of that en- 
gine. The noise of tne instruments themselves was 
very terrible, the sound of the darts and stones that 
were thrown by them was soalso ; of the same sort 
was that noise the dead bodies made, when they 
were dashed against the wall ; and indeed dreadful 
was the clamour which these thinga raised in the 
women within the city, which was echoed back at 
the same time by the cries of such as were skin ; 
while the whole space of ground whereon they fought 
ran with blood, and the vraUl might have been ascend- 
ed over by the bodies of the dead carcasses ; the 
mountains also contributed to increase the noise by 
their echoes ; nor was there on that night any thing 
of tenor wanting that could either affect ^e hear- 
ing or the sight : yet did a great part of those tlwt 
fought so hard for Jotapata fiUl manfully, as were 
a great part of them wounded. However the morn- 
ing watch was come ere the wall yielded to the ma- 
chines employed against it, though it had been bat- 
tered without intermission. However, those within 
covered their bodies with their armour, and raised 
works overagainst that part which was thrown down, 
before thoee machines were laid by which the Ro- 
mans were to ascend into the city. 

24. In the morning Yespauan got hxB army to- 
gether, in order to take the city [by storm], after 
a little recreation upon the hard pains they had 
been at the night bdfore ; and as he was desirous 
to draw off those that opposed him from die places 
where the wall had been thrown down, he made 
the meet courageous of the horsemen get off their 
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hones, and placed them in three ranks over against 
those ruins of the walls, but covered with their 
armour on every side, and with poles in their 
hands, that so these migh t begin their ascent as 
soon as the instruments for such ascent were laid ; 
' behind them he placed the flower of the footmen ; 
but for the rest of the horse, he ordered them to 
extend themselves over-against the wall, upon the 
whole hUIy country, in o^er to prevent any fi-om 
escaping out of tlie city when it should be taken ; 
and behind these he placed the archers round 
about, and conmianded them to have all Uieir darts 
ready to shoot The same command he gave to 
the slingers, and to tliose tlwt managed the engines, 
and bade them to take up other ladders and have 
them ready to kty upon those parts of the wall 
which were yet untouched, that the besieged might 
be engaged in trving to hinder their ascent by 
them, and leave the guard of tbe pai-ts that were 
thrown down, while the rest of them should be 
overborne by the darts cast at them, and might 
afford his men an entrance into the city. 

25. But Josephus, understanding the meaning of 
Vespasian's contrivance, set the old men, togeuier 
with those that were tired out, at the soflnd pai'ts 
4>f the wall, as expecting no harm from those quar- 
ters, but set the strongest of hia men at tlie place 
where the wall was broken down, and before them 
all, six men by themselves, among whom he took his 
share of the first and greatest danger. He also 
gave orders, that when the legions made a shout 
tliey should stop their cat's, ih&t they might not be 
affrighted at it, and that, to avoid the multitude of 
the enemies' darts, they should bend down on their 
knees, and cover tliemselves with their shields, and 
that they should retreat a little backward for a 
while, tul the archers should have emptied their 
quivers ; but that, when the Romans should lay 
their instruments for ascending the walls, they 
should leap out on the sudden, and with their own 
instruments should meet the enemy, and that every 
one should strive to do his best, in order not to de- 
fend hb own city, as if it were possible to be pre- 
served, but in order to revenge it, when it was al- 
xeidy destroyed ; and that they siiould set before 
their eves how their old men were to be slain, and 
their children and their wives to be killed immedi- 
ately by the enemy ; and that they would befoi-e- 
hand spend all tlieir fury, on account of the cala- 
mities just coming upou them, and poui- it out on 
the actors. 

26. And thus did Josephus dispose of both his 
bodies of men ; but then for the useless part of tlie 
citizens, the women and children, when they saw 
their city encompassed by a three-fold army (^for 
none of the usual guards that had been fighting 
before were removed), when they also saw not only 
the walls thrown down, but their enemies with 
swords in tlieir hands, as also the hilly country 
above them shining with their weapons, and tlie 
darts in the hands of the Arabian archers, they 
made a final and lamentable outcry of the destruc- 
tion, as if the misery were not only threatened, but 
actiuUly come upon them already. But Josephus 
ordered the women to be shut up in their houses, 
lest they should render the warlike actions of the 
men too effeminate, by making them commiserate 
tiieir condition, and commanded them to hold their 
T>eaoe, and threatened them if they did not, while 
be came himself before the breach, where his al- 
lotment was i for all those who brought ladders to 



the other place, he took no notice of tfaem, bvt 
earnestly waited for the shower of airows that was 
coming. 

27. And now the trumpeters of the seTeral Roman 
legions sounded tosether, and the army made a tei^ 
rible shout ; and the darts, as by order, flew so fast 
that they intercepted the light. However, Jose- 
phus's men remembered the charges he had ^t«'e-i 
them, they stopped their ears lit thesoands, and 
covered their bodies against the dartp ; and as to 
the engines that were set ready to go to work, the 
Jews ran out upon them, before those that ribould 
have used them were gotten upon them. Aiid now, 
on the ascending of the soldiers, there was a grent 
conflict, and many actions of the bands and of tbe 
soul were exhibited, while the Jews did earnestly 
endeavour, in the extreme danser they were in, 
not to show less courage than Uioee who, without 
being in danger, fought so stoutly. against them ; 
nor did they leave struggling with the Romans till 
they either fell down dead themselves, or killed 
their antagonists. But the Jews grew Weary with 
defending themselves continually, and had not enow 
to come m their pUuses to succour them, — while, on 
the side of the Romans, fresh men still succeeded 
those that were tired ; and still new men^soon got 
upon the machines for ascent, in the room of those 
that were tlirust down ; those eqeooraging one 
another, and joining side to side with their sluekis, 
which were a protection to them, they became a 
body of men not to be broken ; and as tliis band 
thrust away the Jews, as though they were them- 
selves but one body, they began already to get npoo 
the walL 

28. Then did Josephus take necessity for his 
counsellor in this utmost distress (which necessity 
is very sagacious in invention, when it is irritated 
by despair), and gave orders to poor scalding oil 
upon those whose shields protected them. Whero- 
upon they soon got it ready, being num^r that brought 
il^ and what they brought being a great quantity- 
aUo, and poured it on idl sides upon the Romans, 
and threw down upon them their vessels as they 
were still hissicjr from the heat of the fire : thisa» 
burnt the Romans, tliat it dispersed that united 
band, who now tumbled down irom the wall with 
horrid paip, for the oil did easily run down tbe 
whole body from head to foot, under their entire 
armour, and fed upon their flcfih like flame itaell^ 
its fat and unctuous nature rendering it soon heated 
aad slowly cooled ; and as the men were cooped 
up in their head-pieces and breast-plates they oould 
no way get free from this burning oil ; they could 
only leap and roll about in their pains, as they fell 
down from the bridges they had laid. And as they 
were thus beaten back, and retired to their own 
party, who still pressed them forward, they were 
easily wounded by those that were behind tliem. 

29. However, in tliis ill success of the Romanny 
their courage did not fail them, nor did the Jews 
want prudence to oppose them ; for the Romans a^ 
though they saw their own men thrown down, and 
in a miserable condition, yet were they vehemently 
bent against those that poured the oil upon them, 
while every one reproached the man before him as 
a coward, and one that hindered him firom exerting 
himself ; while the Jews made use of another stra- 
tagem to prevent their ascent, and pouied boiling 
fenugreek upon the boards, in order to make them 
slip and fall down ; by which means neither eooU 
those that were coming up, nor those that weregoing 
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down, Btand upon their feet ; but some of them fell 
backward upon the machinee on which they ascend- 
ed, and were trodden upon ; many of them fell 
down upon the bank they had raised, and when they 
were falieu upon it were slain by the Jews ; for when 
the Romans could not keep their feet, the Jews 
being freed from fighting hand to band, had leisure 
to throw their darts at Uienr. So the seneral call- 
ed off his soldiers in the evening that had suffered 
60 sorely, of whom the number of the slain was not 
a few, while that of the wounded was still greater ; 
but of the people of Jotapata no more than six men 
were killed, although more than three hundred were 
flurried off wound^ This fight happened on the 
twentieth day of the month Desius [Sivan]. 

30. Hereupon Vespasian comforted his army on 
oocasion of what had happened, and as he found 
them angry indeed, but rather wanting somewhat 
to do tlum any further exhortations, he gave orders 
to raise the banks still higher, and to erect three 
towers, each fifty feet high, and that they should 
cover them witli plates of iron on everv side, that 
they might be both firm by their weight, and not 
easily liable to be set on fire. These towers he set 
upon the banks, and placed upon tliem such as could 
Bhoot darts and arrows, with the lighter engines for 
tlirowing stones and darts also ; and besides these, 
he set upon them the stoutest men among the 
slingers, who not being to be seen by reason of 
the height theystood upon, and the battlements 
that protected them, might throw their weapons at 
thoee tliat were upon the wall, and were easdy seen 
by them. Hereupon the Jews, not being easily 
able to escape those darts that were thrown down 
upon their heads, nor to avenge themselves on those 
whom they could not see, and perceiving that the 
height of the towers was so great, that a dart which 
thev threw with their hand could hardly reach it, 
and that the iron pUtes about them made it very 
hard to oome at them by fire, they ran away from 
the walls, and fled hastily out of the city, and fell 
upon those that shot at them. And thus did the 
people of Jotapata resist the Romans, while a great 
Bumber of them were every day killed, wi&out 
their being able to retort the evil upon Uieir ene- 
mies ; nor could they keep them out of the city 
wiitiout danger to themselves. 

31. About this time it was that Vespasian ient 
out Trajan against a city called Japha, that hiy 
near to Jotapata, and that desired innovations, and 
was puffed up with the unexpected length of the 
opposition of Jotapata. This Trajan was the com- 
mander of the tenth legion, and to him Vespasian 
committed one thousand horsemen, and two thou- 
sand footmen. When Trajan came to the city, he 
found it hard to be taken, for besides the natural 
strength of its situation, it was also secui-ed by a 
double wall ; but when he saw the people of this 
eity coming out of it, and ready to fight him, he 
joined battle with them, and after a short resistance 
which they made, he pursued after them : and as 
they fled to their first wall, the Romans followed 
them so closely, that they fell in together with 
them : but «hen the Jews were endeavouring to 
get again within their second wall, their fellow- 
citizena shut them out, as being afraid that the 
Romans would force themselves m with them. It 
was certainly God, therefore, who broueht the Ro- 
mans to punish the Galileans, and did Uien expose 
the people of the city every one of them manifeetly 
to b« destroyed by their bloody enemies ; for they 



fell upon the gates in great crowds, and earnestly 
calling to thoee that kept them, and that by their 
names also, yet had they their throats cut in the 
very midst of their supplications ; for tlie enemy 
shut the gates of the first wall, and theur own citi- 
zens shut the gates of the second, so they were en- 
elo!>ed between two walls, and were slain in great 
numbers together ; many of them were run through 
by the swords of their own men, and many by their 
own swords, besides an immense number that were 
slaiu by the Romans ;— nor had they any courage to 
revenge themselves ; for there was added to the con- 
sternation thev were in from the enemy, their beuig 
betrayed by their own friends, which quite broke 
their spirits : and at last they died, cursing not the 
Romai^ but their own citizens, till they wero all 
destroyed, being in number twelve thousand. So 
Trajan gathered tliat the city Was empty of people 
that could fight, and although there should a few of 
theni be theroin, he supposed that they would be 
too timorous to venturo upon any opposition ; so ho 
reserved the taking of the city to the general. Ac- 
cordioglv be sent messengers to Vespasian, and 
desired him to send his son Titus to fimsh the vic- 
tory he had gained. Vespasian hereupon imagin- 
ing thero might be some pains still necessary, sent 
Ilia sou with an army of five hundred horsemen, 
and one thousand footmen. So he came quickly to 
the city, and put his army in order, and set Trajan 
over the left wing, while he had the right himself, 
and led them to the sie^e : and when the soldiers 
brought ladders to be laid against the wall on every 
side, the Galileans opposed them from above for a 
while ; but soon afterwards they left the walls. 
Th^n did Titus's men leap into the city, and seized 
upon it presently ; but when those that were in it 
wero gotten together, thero was a fierce battle be- 
tween them ; for the men of power fell upon the 
Rumans in the narrow streets, and the women 
tlirow whatsoever came next to hand at them, and 
sustained a fight with tliem of six hours' time ; but 
when the fighting men were spent, the rest of the 
multitude had their throats cut, partly in the open 
air and partly in their own houses, both young and 
old together. So there were no males now romain- 
ing, besides infants, who with the women, were 
carried as sUves into captivity ; so that the number 
of the slain, both now in the ciw and at the former 
fight, was fifteen thousand, and the captives weio 
two thousand one hundred and thirty. This cala- 
mity bcfel the Galileans on the twenty- fifth day of 
the month Desius [Sivan]. 

32. Nor did the Samaritans escape theur share of 
misfortune at this time ; for they assembled them* 
selves together upon the TOOuntain called Gerizzim, 
which is with them a holy mountain, and there they 
romained ; which collection of theira, as well as the 
courageous minds they showed, could not but 
throaten somewhat of war ; nor wero they rendered 
wiser by the miseries that had oome upon their 
neighbouring cities. They also, notwithstanding 
the great success the Romans had, marohed on in 
an unreasonable manner, depending on their own 
wealmess, and wero disposed for any tumult upon 
its first appearance. Vespasian theroforo thought 
it best to provent their motions, and to cut off the 
foundation of their attempts ; for although all Sa- 
maria had ever garrisons settled among them, yet 
did the number of thoee that wero come to moiiut 
Gerizsim, and their conspuraoy together, give ground 
to fear what they would be at ; he therefoce sent 
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thither Cerealis, the commander of the fifth legion, 
with six hundred horsemen and three thousand 
footmen, who did not think it safe to go up to the 
mountain and give them hattle, because many of 
the enemy were on the higher part of the ground ; 
10 he encompassed all the lower part of the moun- 
tain with his army, and watched them all that day. 
Now it happened that the Samaritans, who were 
now destitute of water, were inflamed with a violent 
heat (for it was summer-time, and the multitude 
had not provided themselves with necessaries) in- 
somuch that some of them died that very day with 
heat, while others of them preferred slavery before 
Ruch a death as that was, and fled to the Romans ; 
by whom Cerealis understood that those who still 
stayed there were very much broken by th^ mis- 
fortunes. So hs went up to the monntam, and 
having placed his forces round about the enemy, 
he, in the first place, exhorted them to take the m- 
curity of his right hand, and come to terms with 
him, and thereby save themselves ; and assured 
them, that if they would lay down their arms, he 
would secure them from any barm ; but when he 
oonld not prevail with them, he fell upon them and 
dew themidl, being in number eleven thousand 
and six hundred. This was done on the twenty 
■eveoth day of the month Desius [Sivan]. And 
these were the calamities that befel the Samaritans 
at this time. 

83. But as the people of Jotapata still held out 
manfiilly, and bore up under their miseries beyond 
all that could be hoped for, on tlie forty-seventh 
day [of the siege] the banks cast up by the Romans 
were become higher than the wall ; on which day 
a certain deserter went to Vespasian, and told him, 
how few were left in the city, and how weak they 
were, and that they had been so worn out with 
perpetual watching, and also perpetual fighting, 
that they could not now oppose any force that came 
against them, and that they might be taken by 
stratagem, if any one would attack them ; for that 
about the hiSt watch of the night, when they thought 
tiiey might have some rest from the hardbhips tliey 
were under, and when a morning sleep used to come 
upon them, as they were thoroughly weary, he said 
the watch used to fall asleep : accordingly his advice 
was, that they should make their attack at that 
hour. But Vespasian had a suspicion about this 
deserter, as knowing how faithful the Jews were to 
one another, and how much they despised any pun- 
ishments that could be inflicted on them ; this last 
because one of the people of Jotapata had undergone 
all sorts of torments, and though they made him pass 
through a fiery trial of his enemies in his examina- 
tion, yet would he inform them nothing of the af- 
fairs within the city, and as he was crucified, smUed 
at them 1 However, the probability there was in 
tlie relation itself did partly confirm the truth of 
what the deserter told them, and they thought he 
might probably speak the truth. However, Vespa- 
sian thought they should be no great sufferers if the 
report was a sham ; so he commanded them to 
keep the man in custody, and prepared the army for 
taking the city. 

34. According to which resolution they marched 
without noise, at the hour that had been told them, 
to the wall ; and it was Titus himself that first got 
upon it, with one of his tribunes, Domitius Sabinus, 
and a few of the fifteenth legion along with him. 
So thoy cut the throats of the watch, and entered 
tlie city very quietly. After these caiuo Cerealis 



the tribune, and Placiclus, and led on those thai 
were under tliem. Now when tlie citidel ii-as taken, 
and the enemy were m the very midst of the city, 
and when it was already day, yet was not the taking 
of the city known by those that held it ; for a great 
many of them were fast asleep, and a great mist, 
which then by chance fell upon the city, hindered 
those that got up from distmctly seeing the case 
they were in, till the whole Roman army was gotten 
in, and they were raised up only to find the mise- 
ries they were under ; and as they were sUying, 
they perceived the city was taken. And for tlie 
Romans, they so well remembered what they had 
suffered during the siege, that they spared none, 
nor pitied any, but drove the people down the pre- 
cipice from the citadel, and slew them as they drove 
them down ; at which time the diffienlties of the 
place hindered those that were still able to light 
from defending themselves ; for as they were dis- 
tressed in the narrow streets, and coidd not keep 
their feet sure along the precipice, they were over- 
powered with the crowd of those tfiat came fighting 
them down from the citadel. This provoked agrcat 
many, even of those chosen men that were about 
Josephus, to kill tliemselves witli their own hands ; 
for when they saw they could kill none of the Ro- 
mans, they resolved to prevent beings killed by the 
Romans, and got together in great numben, in t}ie 
utmost parts of ilie city, and killed themselves. 

35. However, such of the watdr as at the first 
perceived they were taken, and ran away as fast as 
they could, went up into one of the towen on the 
north side of the city, and for a Hhile defended 
themselves there ; but as they were encompaaeed 
with a multitude of enemies, they tried to use their 
right hands, when it was too late, as^ at length 
they cheerfully offered their necks to be Int off by 
those that stood over them. And the BomAs might 
have boasted that the conclusion of that si€|e waa 
without blood [on their side], if there hadnoibeen 
a centurion, Autonius, who was slain at the taking 
of the city. His death was occasioned by the f^>l- 
lowing treachery : for there was one of those that 
were fled into the caverns, which were a great nam« 
her, who desired that this Antonins would reach 
him his right hand for his security, and would as- 
sure him that he would preserve him, and give him 
his assistance in getting up out of the cavern ; ac- 
cordingly, he incautiously reached him his right 
hand, when the other man prevented him, and 
stabbed him under his loins with a spear, and killed 
him immediately. 

36. And on Uiis day, the Romans slew all the 
multitude that appeared openly ; but on the fol- 
lowuig days thev searehed the hiding-places, and 
fell upon those that were under ground, and in the 
caverns, and went thus through every age, ex- 
cepting the infants and the women, and of these 
there were gathered together as captives tweWe 
hundred ; and as for those that were sUin at the 
taking of the city, and in the former fights, they 
were numbered to be forty thousand. So Ve^- 
sian gave order that tlie city should be entirely 
demolished, and all the fortifications burnt down. 
And tlius was Jotapata taken, in the thirteenth 
year of the reign of Nero, on tlie firat day of the 
month Panemus [Tamus]. 
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CHAPTER VITI. 

■OW JOSBPHUS WAS DISCOVEBBD BY A WOMAN, AND 
WAS WILLING TO DBLIYBB HIM8BLF UP TO THB 
BOMAN^; AND WHAT OISOOUBSB HB HAD WITH 
BJ8 OWN MEN, WHEN THET BNDBAYOUBBD TO 
UINDE& HIM ; AND WHAT RE SAID TO VESPASIAN, 
WHEN HB WAS BROUGHT TO HIM ; AND AFTER 
WHAT MANNER VESPASIAN USED HtM AFTERWARDS. 

I 1. And now the Romans searched for Josephus^ 
both out of the hatred tliey bore him, and because 
their general was very desirous to have him taken ; 
lor he reckoned that if he were once taken, the 
greatest part of the war would be over. They th en 
searched among the dead, and looked into the 
moat concealed reeenes of the city ; but as the 
city was first taken, he was assisted by a certain 
supernatural providence ; for he witlidrew himself 
£rom the enemy when he was in the midst of them, 
and leaped into a certain deep pit, whereto there 
adjoined a large den at one side of it, which den 
could not be seen by those that were above ground ; 
and here he met with forty persons of eminence 
that had concealed themselves, and with provisions 
enough to satisfy them for not a few days. So in 
Uie day-time he hid himself from the enerov, who 
had seized upon all places ; and in the night-time 
he got up out of the den, and looked about for some 
way of escaping^ and took exact notice of the watch : 
but as all places were guarded every wliero on his 
account, thai tliere was no way of getting off un- 
seen, he went down again into the den. Thus he 
concealed himself two days : but on the third day, 
when thef had taken a woman who had been with 
them, he was discovered. Wheronpon Vespasian 
sent ighnediately and zealously two tribunes, Pau- 
liuuft/aud Gallicanus, and ordered them to give 
Joe#phu8 their right hands as a security for his 
li$(, and to exhort him to come up. 
. 2. So they came and inyited the man to come up, 
and gave him assurances that his life should be 
preserved ; but they did not prevail with him ; for 
he gathered suspicions from the probability there 
was that one who had done so many things against 
the Romans roust suffer for it, though not from the 
mild temper of those tliat invited him. However, 
he was afnud that he was invited to come up, in 
order to be punished, until Vespasian sent besides 
these a third tribune, Nicanor, to him ; he was 
one that was well known to Josephus, and had been 
his fiuniliar acquaintance in old time. When he 
was come, he enlarged upon the natural mildness 
of the Romans towuda those they have once con- 
querod ; and told him, that he had behaved him- 
eelf so valiantly, that the commanders rather ad- 
mired than hated him ; that the general was very 
desirous to have him brought to him, not in order 
to punish him, for that he eould do though be 
should not come voluntarily, but that he was deter- 
mined to preserve a man of his courage. He 
moreover added this, that Vespasian, had he been 
resolved to hnpoee upon him, would not have sent 
to him a friend of his own, nor put the fairest co- 
lour upon the vilest action, by protending friend- 
ship and meaning perfidiousneas ; nor would he 
have himself acquiesced, or come to him, had it 
been to deceive him. 

3. Now, as Joeephus began to hesitate with 
himself about Nicanor's proposal, the soldiery wero 



so angry, that they ran hastily to set firo to the 
den ; but the tribune would not permit them so to 
do, as being very desirous to take tiie man alive. 
And now, as Nicanor lay hard at Josephus to com- 
ply, and he understood how the multitude of the 
enemy threatened him, he called to mind the dreams 
which he had dreamed in the night-time, whereby 
God had signified to him beforohand both the future 
calamities of the Jews, and the^vent that con- 
cerned the Roman emperors. Now Josephus was 
able to give shrowd conjectures about the mterpre- 
tation of such dreams as have been ambiguously 
deliverod by God. Moreover, he was not unac- 
quainted with the prophecies contained in the sacrod 
books, as bemg a priest himself, and of the poste- 
rity of priests : and just then was he in an ecstacy { 
and setting beforo him the tromendons images of 
the dreams he had lately had, he put up a secrot 
prayer to God, and said,— <* Since it pleaseth thee, 
who hast created the Jewish nation, to depress the 
same, and since all their good fortune is gone over 
to the Romans ; and since thou hast made choice 
of this soul of mine to forotel what is to come to 
pass hereafter, I willingly gite them my hands, 
and am content io live. And I protest openly, that 
I do not go over to the Romans as a deserter of the 
Jews, bat as a minister from thee." 

4« When he had said this, he complied with Ni- 
canor'ft invitation. But when those Jews who had 
fled with him, understood that he yielded to those 
that invited him to come up, they came about him 
in a body, and cried out, « Nay, indeed, now may 
the hiws of our forofathers, which God ordained 
himself, well groan to purpose ; that God we mean 
who hath created the souls of the Jews of such a 
temper that they despise death. O Josephus ! art 
thou still fond of -life ; and canst thou bear to see 
the light in a state of slavery t How soon hast thou 
forgotten thyself I ^ How many hast thou persuaded 
to lose their lives for liberty 1 Thou hast therofore 
had a false reputation for manhood, and a like false 
reputation for wisdom, if thou canst hope for pre- 
servation from those against whom Uiou hast fought 
so zealously, and art however willing to be pre- 
served by them, if they be in earnest But al- 
though the good fortune of the Romans hath made 
thee forget thyself, we ought to take care that the 
glory of our fore&then may not be tarnished. We 
will lend thee our right hand and a sword ; and if 
thou wilt die willingly, thou wilt die as general of 
the Jews ; but if unwillingly, thou wilt die as a 
traitor to them." Aa soon as they said this, they 
began to thrust their swords at him, and threatened 
thev would kill him, if he thought of yielding him- 
self to the RomaAs. 

5. Upon this, Josephus was afraid of theur at- 
tacking him, and yet thought he ahould be a be- 
trayer of the commands of God if he died beforo 
they were delivered. So he began to talk like a 
philosopher to them in the distrses he waa then in, 
when he said thus to them : — ** O my friends^ why 
are we so earnest to kill ourselves! and why do we 
set our soul and body, which are such dear com- 
panions, at such variance 1 Can any one petend 
that I am not tlie man I was formerly 1 Nay, the 
Romans are sensible how that matter stands well 
enough. It is a brave thing to die in war ; but 
so that it be aooordmg to the law of war, bv the 
hand of conquerors. If, therefore, I avoid death 
from the sword of the Riomans, I am truly worthy 
to be killed by my own sword, and my own hand ; 
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but if they admit of mercy, and would spare their 
enemy, how much more ought we to have mercy 
upon ourselves, and to spare ourselves ! for it is 
certainly a foolish thing to do that to ourselves 
Which we quarrel with them for doing unto us. I 
confess freely that it is a brave thing to die for 
Uberty ; but still so that it be in war, and done by 
those who take that liberty from us ; but at pre- 
sent our enemies do neither meet ns in battle, nor 
do they kill us. Now he is equally a ooward who 
will not die when he is obliged to die, and he who 
will die when he is not obtiged so to do. What 
are we afraid of, when we will not go up to the 
Romans 1 Is it death 1 If so, what we are afraid of, 
when we but suspect our enemies will inflict it on 
us, shall we inflict it on ourselves for certain I But 
it maf be said, we must be sUves. And are we 
then m a clear state of liberty at present I It may 
also be said, that it is a manly act for one to kill 
himself. No, certainly, but a most unmanly one ; 
as I should esteem that pilot to be an arrant cow- 
ard who, out of fear of a storm, should sink his 
ship of his own accord. Now, self-murder is a 
crime moat remote from the common nature of all 
animals, and an instance of impi^y against God 
our Creator : nor indeed u there an animal tliat dies 
by Its own contrivance, or by its own means ; for 
the desire of life is a law engraven in tliem all ; 
ou which account we deem those that openly take 
it away from us to be our enemies, and those that 
do it by treachery, are punished fur so doing. 
And do not you think that God is very angry when 
a man does itijui^ to what he hath bestowed on him I 
for from him it is that we have received our being ; 
and we ought to leave it to his disposal to take that 
being away from us. The bodies of all men are 
indeed mortal, and are created out of corruptible 
matter ; but the soul is ever unmortal, and is a 

E»rtion of the Divinity that inhabits our bodies, 
esides, if any one destroys or abuses a depositum 
he hath received from a mere man, he is esteemed 
X wickpd and perfidious person ; but then if any^ 
one cast out of his body this divine depotitum, can 
we imagine that he who is there affronted doth not 
know of it. Moreover, our law justly ordains, that 
sUves who run away from tlieir masters nball be 
punished, though the masters they ran away from 
may have been wicked masters to them. And 
shall we endeavour to run away from God, who is 
the best of all masters, and not think ourselves 
highly guilty of impiety t Do not you know that 
those who depart out of this life, according to the 
law of nature, and pay that debt which was received 
from God, when he that lent it us is pleased to re- 
quire it back, enjoy eternal fame ! that their houses 
and their posterity are sure, that their souls are 

Sure and obedient, and obtain a most holy place in 
eaven, from whence, in th« i^evolution of ages, 
they are again sent into pura bodies ; while the 
souls of those whose hands have acted madly 
against themselves, are received bv the darkest 
place in Hades, and while God, who is their lather, 
punishes those that offend agauist eillier of tiiem 
m their posterity I for which, reason God hates 
such doings, and the crime is punished by our 
most wise legisUtor. Accordingly our laws deter- 
mine, that the bodies of such as kill themselves 
should be exposed till the sun herself without bu- 
rial, although at the same time it be allowed them 
to be Uwful to bory our enemies [sooner]. The 
laws of oihcr nations also enjoin such men's hands 



to be cut off when they are dead, which had been 
made use of in destroying themselves when alive, 
while they reckoned that as the body is alien from 
the soul, so is the hand alien from the body. It b 
therefore, my friends, a ri^ht thing to reason jostly, 
and not add to the calamities which men bring upon 
us, impiety towards our Creator. If we luve a 
mind to preserve ourselves, let us do it ; for to be 
preserved by those oar enemies, to whom we have 
given so many demonstrations of our oonmge, is 
no way inglorious ; but if we have a mind to die, 
it is good to die 1^^ the hand of those that have 
conquered us. For my part, I will not run over 
to our enemies* quarters, in order to be a traitor to 
myself ; for certainly I should then be much more 
foolish than those tliat deserted to the enemy, since 
they did it in order to save themselves, and I 
should do it for my own destruction. However, 1 
heartily wish the Romans ma^ prove treacherous 
in this matter : for if, after theur offer of their tight 
hand for security, I be slain bv them, I ShaU die 
cheerfully, and carry away witii me the sense of 
their perfldiousness, as a consolation greater than 
victory itself." 

6. Now these and many the like motives did Jo- 
sephus use to these men, to prevent their murder- 
ing themselves; but desperation had shut tbeir 
ears, as having long ago devoted themselves to die, 
and they were irritated at Josephus. They then 
ran upon hun with their swords in their hands, one 
from one quarter, and anotiier from another, and 
called him a coward, and eveiy one of them ap- 
peared openly as if he were reiady to smite him ; 
but he, calling to one of them by name, and look- 
ing like a general to another, and taking a third by 
the hand, and making a fourtli ashamed of himself, 
by praying him to forbear, and being in this con- 
dition distracted with various passions (as he well 
might in the graat disti^ess he was then in), he kept 
off evei7 one of their swords from killing him, and 
was forced to do like such wild beasts as axe eneom- 
passed about on every side, who always turn theoi- 
selves against those that last touched them. Nay, 
some of their right hands were debilitated by the 
revei-ence they bare to theur general in these faUl 
calamities, and their swords dropped out of tlieir 
hands ; and nut a few of them there were, who, 
when they aimed to smite him with their swwds, 
were not thoroughly either willmg or able to do it. 

7. However, in this extreme diatress, he was not 
destitute of his usual sagacity ; but trusting him- 
self to the providence of God, he put his life into 
hazard [.in the manner following] : — ** And now," 
said he, ** since it is resolved among you that you will 
die, come on, let us commit our mutual deaths to 
determination by lot He whom the lot frills to 
first, let him be killed by him that hath the second 
lot, and thus fortune shall make its progress through 
us all ; nor shall any of us perish by nis own right 
hand, for it would be unfair if, when the rest are 
gone, somebody should repent and save himself " 
This proposal appeared to them to be very just 
and when he had prevailed with them to determine 
this matter by lots, he drew one of the lots for him- 
self also. He who had the first lot hud hb neck 
bare to him who had the next, as supposing that 
tlie general would die among them immediately ; 
for they thought death, if Josephus might die with 
them, was sweeter than Ufa ; yet was he with ano- 
ther left to the last, whether we must say it hap- 
pened so by chance, or whether by tlie pi-ovideuce 
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of God : and as he was very desirous neither to be 
condemned by the lot, nor, if be bad been left to 
the last, to imbrue bis right hand in the blood of 
his countryman, he persuaded him to trust hia fi- 
delity to him, and to live as well as himself. 

8. Thus Josephus escaped in the war with the 
Ilomans, and m this his own war with his friends, 
and was led by Nicanor to Vespasian ; but now all 
the Romans ran together to see himi and as the 
multitude pressed one upon anotlier about tlietr 
general, tliere was a tuinult of a various kind ; 
while some rejoiced that Josephus was taken, and 
iHime threatened him, and some crowded to see him 
very near ; but thoae that were more remote cried- 
oat to have this tlieir enemy put to death, while 
those that were near called to miud the actions he 
had done, and a deep concern appeared at the chango 
of his fortune. Nor were there any of tiie Kom^iu 
commanders, bow much soever they had been en- 
raged at him before, but relented when they came 
to the'sight of him. Above all the rest, Titus's owu 
valour, and Josephus's own patience under his af- 
flictions, made him pity him, as did also the com- 
uiibtration of his age, when he recalled to mind that 
but a little while ago he was iigluing, but lay now 
in the hands of his enemies, which made him coii- 
kdder the power of fortune, and how quick is tlie 
turn of affitirs in war, and how no state of men is 
sure ; for which reason he then made a great many 
more to be of the same pitiful temper with himself, 
and induced them to commiserate Josephus. Ue 
was aUo of great weight in persuading his father to 
preserve him. However, Vespasian gave strict or- 
ders that he should be kept with great caution, as 
though he would, in a very little time, send him to 
Neio« f 

9. When Josephus heard him give those orders, 
he said that he had somewhat in his mind that he 
would wiUiugly say to himself alone. When there- 
fore they were all ordered to withdraw, excepting 
Titus and two of theur friends, he said, ''Thou, 
O Vespasian, thinkest no more than that thou hast 
taken Josephus himself captive ; but I come to thee 
as a messenger of greater tiduigs ; for had not I 
been sent by God to thee, I knew what was the law 
of the Jews in this case,* and how it becomes gene- 
rals to die. Dost thou send me to Nero ! For 
why ! Are Nero's successors till they come to thee 
still alive I Thou O Vespasian, art Ctesar and em- 
peror, thou, and thy son. Bind me now still faster, 
and keep me for thyself, for thou, O Csssar, art not 
-only lord over me, but over the land and sea, and 
all mankind ; and certainly I deserve to be kept 
iu closer custody than I am now in, in order to be 
punished, if I rashly affirm any thing of God." 
When he had said tliis, Vespasian at present did 
not believe him, but supposed that Josephus said 
this as a cnoniug trick, in order to his own preser- 
vation ; but in a little time he was convinced, and 
believed what he said to be true, Grod himself erect- 
ing hie expectations, so as to thmk of obtaining the 
empire, and by other signs foreshowing his ad- 
vancement. He also fouud Josephus to have spo- 
ken the truth on other occasions ; for one of those 
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I fiiends tliat were present at that secret conference, 
said to Josephus, ^ I cannot but wonder how thou 
cooldest not foretel to the people of Jotapata that 
they should be taken, nor couldest foretel this cap- 
tivity which hath happened to thyself, unless what 
thou now sayeat be a vain thing, in order to avoid 
the rage that is risen against thyself." To which 
Josephus replied, " I did foretel to the people of Jo' 
tapata that they would be taken on the forty-seventh 
day, and that 1 should be caught alive by the Ro- 
mans.'' Now when Vespasian had inquired of the 
captives privately about these predictions, he found 
them to be true, and then he began to believe those 
that concerned himself. Yet did he not set Jose- 
phus at liberty from his bonds, but bestowed on him 
suits of clothes, and other precious gifts ; he treated 
him also in a very obliging manner, and continued 
so to do, Titus still joining his interest in the ho- 
nours that were done him. 



CHAPTER IX. 



now JOPPA WAS TAKEN, AND TIBE&US DKUVERKD UP. 

§ 1. Now Vespasian returned to Ptolemais on the 
fourth day of tne mouth Panemus [Tamus], and 
from thence he came to Cesarea, which lay by the 
sea-side. This was a very great city of Judea, and 
for the greatest part inhabited by Greeks : the ci- 
tizens here received both the Roman army and ite 
general with all sorts of acclamations and rejoidngs, 
and this partly out off the good-will they bore to Uie 
Romans, but principally out of the hatred they bore 
to those that were conquered by them ; on which 
account they came clamouring against Josephus in 
crowds, and desired he might be put to death ; but 
Vespasian passed over this petition concerning him, 
as offered by the injudicious multitude, with a bare 
silence. Two of the Jegions also he placed at Ce- 
sarea, tliat they might there take their winter- 
quarters, as perceiving the city very fit for such a 
purpose ; but he placed the fifth and tenth at Scy- 
thopolis, that he might not distress Cesarea with 
the entire army. This place was warm, even in 
winter, as it wa» suffocating hot in the summer-time, 
by reason of its situation iu a plain, and near to the 
bea [of Galilee]. ^ 

2. In the meantime there were gathered together^ 
as well such aa had seditiously got out from among 
theur enemies as those that had escaped out of the 
demolished cities, which were in all a great number, 
and repaired Joppa, which had been left desolate 
by Cestius, that it might serve them for a phioe of 
refuge ; and because ue adjoming region had been 
laid waste in the war, and was not capable of sup- 
porting them, they determined to go off to sea. 
They also built tliemselves a great many piratical 
skips, and turned pirates upon the seas near to 
Syria, and Phosnicia, and £gypt, and made those 
seas unnavigable to all men. Now as soon as Ves- 
pasian knew of theu conspiracy, he sent both foot" 
men and horsemep to Joppa, which was unguarded 
in the nig|it-time ; however, thdee that were in it 
perceived that they should be attacked, and were 
afraid of it ; yet did they not endeavomr to keep the 
Ronuins out, but fled to their ships, 'and hiy at sea 
all night, out of the reach of their darts. 

3. Now Joppa is not naturally a haven, for it 
j enda in a rough shore, where all the rest of it 19 
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•troight, bat the two ends bend towards each other, 
where there are deep precipices, and great stones 
that jet out into the sea, and where the chains 
wherewith Andromeda was boand have left their 
footBtepsy which attest to the antiquity of tbatfable ; 
but the north wind opposes and beats upon the 
shore, and dashes mighty wares against the rocks 
which reeeive them, and renders the haven more 
dangeroQs than the country they had deserted. 
Now as those people of Joppa was floating about in 
this sea, in the morning there fell a violent wind 
upon them ; it is called by those that sail there 
" the black north wind," and there dashed Uieir 
ships one against another, and dashed some against 
the rocks, and carried many of them by force, while 
tbe^ strove against the opposite waves, into the 
nam sea ; for the shore was so rocky, and had so 
many of the enemy upon it, that they were afraid 
to come to land ; nay, the waves rose so very high, 
that they drowned them ; nor was tliere any place 
whither they could fly, nor any way to aave tnem- 
•elves : while they were thrust out of the sea, by 
the violence of the wind, if they staid where they 
were, and out of the city by ue violence of the 
Romans ; and much lamentation there was when 
the ships were dashed one against another, and a 
terrible noise when they were broken to pieces ; 
and some of the multitude that were in them 
were covered with the waves, and so perished, 
and a great many were embarrassed with ship- 
wrecks ; but some of them thought that to die 
by their own swords was lighter Uian by the sea, 
and so they killed themselves before they were 
drowned I although tlie greatest part of tiiem were 
carried by the waves, and dashed to pieces against 
the abrupt parts of the rocks, insomuch that the 
sea was bloody a long way, and the maritime parts 
were full of dead ladies ; for the. ^m^mi eame 
upon those that were carried to the shore, and de- 
stroyed them ; and the number of the bodies that 
were thus thrown out of the sea was four thousand 
and two hundred. The Romans also took the city 
without opposition, and utterly destroyed it 

4. And thus was Joppa taken twice by the Ro- 
mans in a little time ; but Vespasian^ in order to 
prevent these pirates from coming thither any more, 
erected a camp there, where the citadel of Joppa 
had been, and left a body of horse in it, with a few 
footmen ; that these last might stay tliere and 
guard the camp, abd the horsemen might spoil the 
country that lay round it, and might destroy the 
neighbouring villages and smaller cities. So these 
tro^ overran the country, as they were ordered 
to do, and every day cut to pieces and laid desolate 
tlie whole region. 

5. But now, when the late of Jotapata was re- 
kted at Jerusalem, a great many at the first disbe- 
lieved it, on account of the vastneas of the calamity, 
and because they had no eye-witness to attest the 
truth of what wiu* ralated about it ; for not one 
person was saved to be a messenger of that news, 
bnt a fame was spread abroad at random that the 
city was taken, as such fame usually spreads bad 
■ews about. However, the truth was known by 
degrees, from tlie places near Jotapata, and ap- 
peared to all to be too true. Yet were there ficti- 
tious stories added to what was really done ; for it 
was reported that Josephus was slain at the taking 
of the city ; which piece of news filled Jerusalem 
full of sorrow. In every house also, and among all 
to whom any of the slam were allied, there was a 



lamentatron for them ; but the mourning for the 
commander was a public one ; and some mourned 
for those that had lived with them, others for their 
kindred, others for their friends, and others for 
their brethren, but all mourned for Josephus ; in- 
somuch that the lamentation did not cease in the 
city before the thirtieth tla^ ; and a great many 
hired mourners,* with their pipes, who uould begin 
the melancholy ditties for them, 

6. But as the truth eame out in time, it appeared 
how the afiairs of Jotapata really stood ; yet it was 
found tliat the death of Josephus wss a fiction ; and 
when they understood that he was alive, and was 
among the Romans, and that the commandeca 
treat^ him at another rate than they treated cap- 
tives, they were as vehemently angiy at him now 
as they had shown their good-wiU betpre, when he 
appeared to have been drad. He was also abused 
by some as having been a coward, and by others as 
a deserter ; and uie city was full of indignation at 
him, and of reproaches cast upon him ; their rage 
was also aggravated by their afBictions, and more 
inflamed by their ill-success ; and what URudly be- 
comes an occasion of caution to wise men, I naean 
affliction, became a spur to them to venture on far- 
ther calamities, and the end of one nusexy beeame 
still the beginning of another ; they therefore re- 
solved to fall on the Romans tlie more vehemently, 
as resolving to be revenged on him in reven^ng 
themselves on the Romans. And this was the state 
of Jerusalem as to the troubles which now canae 
upon it. 

7. But Vespasian, in order to see the kingdom of , 
Agrippa, while the king persuaded himself so to do * 
(partly, in order to his treating the general and liis 
army in the best and most splendid manner his 
private affairs would enable him to do, and partly 
that he mi^ht, by their means, correct sudi things 
as were amiss in his government), he removed from 
that Cesarea which was by the sea-side, and went 
to that which is called Cesarea Philippi;!' Mid 
there he refreshed his army for twenty days, and 
was himself feasted by king Agrippa, where he also 
returned public thanks to God for ^ good snoeeea 
he had had in his undertakings. But as soon as he 
was informed that Tiberias was fond of innovations, 
and that Tarichece had revolted, both whkh cities 
were ports of the Jungdom of Agrippa, and was 
satisfied within himself that the Jews were every- 
where perverted [from their obedience to their 
governors], he thought it seasonable to make an 
expedition against those cities, and that for the sake 
of Agrippa, and in order to bring his cities to rea- 
son. So he sent away his son Titus to [the other] 
Cesarea, that he might bring the army that faty 
there to ScythopoUs, which is the largest city of 
Decapolb, and in the neighbourhood of Tiberias, 
whither he came, and where he waited for his son. 
Ue then came with three legions, and pitched bis 
camp thirty furlongs off Tiberias, at a certain sta- 
tion easily seen by the innovators ; it is named 
Sennabris. He also sent Valerian, a decurion, with 
fifty horsemen, to speak peaceably to those that 
were in the city, and to exhort them to give him 
assurances of theh: fidelity ; for he had heard that 
the people were desirous of peace, but were obliged 

• ThcM pnblte mcwTMn, hind upon Uie mppoMd daath aflaMiikw, 
■ad Uf rmi daatb oTmaaj more, lllmtmte ■mm |— -titt la Um BIbK 
whldi rappoM th« mid* ourtom, ■■ Xmc mU. 17 ; wImn Um imttr 
nay ooBiuU the MMM of GroUiaa. 

J orihbOcMn* Phthppi, twim imationid In ov X«w TwfmwH 
(Matu xtL ISi Mvk vUl. 87) ~ 
ban infofira lu. 
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by M)me of the seditious part to join with them, and 
so were forced to ii|i^ht for them. When Valerian 
had marehed np to &e place, and was near the wall, 
he alighted off his horse, and made those that were 
with him do the same, that they might not be 
thought to come to skirmish with thbm ; but before 
they could come to a diseoorso one with another, 
tlie most potent men amone the seditions made a 
sally upon them armed ; their leader was one whose 
name was Jesus, the son of Shaphat, the principal 
head of a band of robbers. Now Valerian, neither 
thinking it Kafe to fight contrary to the commands 
of the general, though he were secure of a victory, 
and knowing that it was a very hazardous under- 
taking for a few to fight with many, for those that 
were unprovided to fight those that were ready, and 
being on other accounts surprised at this unexpected 
onsiet of the Jews, he rautaway on foot, as did five 
of the rest in like manner, and left their horses bo- 
hind them ; which horses Jesus led away into the 
city, and rejolcod as if they had taken them in bat- 
tle, and not by treachery. 

8. Now the seniors of the people, and such as 
were of principal authority among them, fearing 
what would be the issue of this matter, fled to the 
eamp of the Romans ; they then took their king 
along with them, and fell down before Vespasian, 
to supplicate his favour, and besought him not to 
overlook them, nor to impute the madness of a few 
to the whole city, to spare a people that had been 
ever civil and obliging to the Romans ; but to 
bring the authors of this revolt to due punishment, 
who had hitherto so watched them, that though 
they were aealous to givis them the security of their 
right hands of a long time, yet could they not ac- 
complish the same. With those supplicatbns the 
genml complied, although he were very angry at 
tiie whole city about the canying off his horses, and 
this because he saw that Agrippa was under a great 
concern for them. So when Vespasian and Agrippa 
had accepted of their right hands by way of secu- 
rity, Jesus and his party thought it not safe for 
them to continue at Tiberias, so they ran away to 
Tarichess. The next day Vespasian sent Trajan 
before, with some horsemen to the citadel, to make 
trial of the multitude, whether they were all dis- 
posed for peace ; and as soon as he knew that the 
people were of tlie same mind with the petitioner, 
he took his army, and went to the city ; upon which 
the citizens opened to him their gates, and met him 
with acclamations of joy, and called lum their sa- 
viour and benefactor. But as the army was a great 
while in getting in at the sates, they were so narrow, 
Vespasian commanded the sooth wall to be broken 
down, and so made a broad passage for their en- 
trance. However, he charged them to abstain from 
rapine and mjustioe, in order to gratify the king ; 
and on his account spared the rest of the wall, while 
the kmg undertook for them that they should con- 
tinue [utithful to the Romans] for the time to come. 
And thus did he restore this dty to a quiet state, 
after it had been grievously afflicted by the sedition. 



CHAPTER X. 

HOW TARICHBiB WAS TAKBN. A^ DBSCHTPTIOIf OP 
THB RIVBB JORDAN, AND OF THE COUNTBT OV 
GKNNBBARETH. 

§ 1 • And now Vespasian pitched his camp between 
this city and Tarieheae, but fortified his camp moro 
strongly, as suspecting that he should be forced to 
stay therci, and have a long war ; for all the inno- 
vators had gotten together at Tarichett, as relying 
upon the streuffth of the city, and on the hike that 
Uy by it This kke is caUed by the people of tlie 
country the Lake of C^naartih, The city itself 
is situated like Ttbwias, at the bottom of a moun- 
tain ; and on those sides which are not washed by 
the sea, had been strongly fortified by Jos^u^ 
though not so strongly as Tiberias ; for the waU of 
Tiberias had been built at the beginning of the 
Jews' revolt, when he had great plenty of moneys 
and great power, but Tavichen partook only the 
remains of that liberality. Yet had they a great 
number of ships gotten ready upon the bke, that in 
case they were beaten at Und, they might retire to 
them ; and they were so fitted up, that they might 
undertake a sea-fight also. But as the Romans 
were building a wall about their camp, Jesus and 
his party were neither affrighted at thehr number 
nor at the good order they were in, but made a 
sally upon them ; and at the very first onset the 
builders of the wall wero dispersed ; and these 
puUed what little they had before built to pieces ; 
but as sooa as they saw the armed men getting to- 
gether, and before they had suffered any thing 
themselves, they retired to their own men. But 
then the Romans pursued them, andMrovethem 
into their ships, whcj^ they launched out as far as 
might give them an opportunity of reaching the 

r Romans with what they threw at liiem, and then 
cast anchor, and brought their ships ctose^ as in a 
line of battle, and thence fought the enemy from 
the sea, who wore themselves at hmd. But Vespa- 
sian hearing that a great multitude of them wero 
Kitten together in the pUun that was before the city, 
) thereupon sent his son, with six hundred chosen 
horsemen to disperse them. 

2. But when Titus perceived that the enemy was 
very numerous, he sent to his fiuher, and mformed 
him that he should want more forces. But as he 
saw a great many of the horsemen eager to fight, 
and thiftt before any succours eonld come to them, 
and that yet some of them were privately under a 

.sort of consternation at the multitude of the Jews, 
he stood in a place whence he might be heard, and 
said to them, ^ My brave Romans 1 for it is right 
for me to put you in mind what nation yon are, in 
the beginning of my speech, that so you may not 
be ignorant who you are, and who they are against 
whom we are going to fight For as to us, Romans, 
no part of the habitable earth hath beoi able to 
escape our hands hitherto ; but as for the Jews, 
that I may speak of them too, though they have 
been already beaten, yet do they not give up the 
cause ; and a sad thing it would be for us to grow 
weary under good success, when they bear up under 
their misfortnnes. As to the alacrity which yon 
show publicly, I see it, and rejoice at it ; yet am. I 
afraid lest the multitude of the enemy should bring 
a eoneealed fright upon some- of yon ; let such a 
one consider again, who we are that are to fight ; 
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and who those are against whom we are to fight 
Now these Jews, though they be rerr bold and great 
desuisers of death, are but a disorderly body, and 
unskilful in war, and may rather be called a rout 
than an army ; while I need say nothing of our 
skill and our good order ; for this is the reason why 
we Romans alone are exercised for war in time of 
peace, that we may not think of number for number 
when we come to fight with our enemies ; for what 
advantage should we reap by our continual sort of 
warfare, if we must still he equal in number to such 
as have not been used to war I Consider farther, 
that you are to have a conflict with men in effect 
unarmed, while you are well armed : with footmen, 
while you are horsemen ; with those that have no 
good general, while yon have one, and as these ad- 
vantages make yon in effect manifold more than 
you are, so do their disadvantages mightily diminish 
their number. Now it is not tne multitude of men, 
though they be soldiers, that manages wars with 
success, but it is their bravery that does it, though 
they be but a few ; for a«few are easily set in battle 
array, and can easily assiBt one another, while over- 
numerous armies are more hurt by themselves than 
by their enemies. It is boldness and rashness, the 
effeeta of madness, that conduct of the Jews. Those 
passions indeed make a great figure when they suc- 
ceed, but are quite extinguished upon the least ilU 
success ; but we are led on by courage, and obedi- 
ence, and fortitude, which shows itself indeed in 
our good fortune, but still does not for ever desert 
us in our ill fortune. Nay, indeed, your fighting is 
to be on greater motives than those of the Jews ; 
for although they run the haiard of war for liberty, 
and for their country, yet what can be a greater 
motive to us than glory t and that it may never be 
said, that after we nave got dominion of the habit- 
able earth, the Jews are able^to confront us. We 
must also reflect upon this, that there is no fear of 
our suffering any incurable disaster in the present 
case ; for those that ai^e ready to assist us are many 
and at hand also ; yet it is in our power to seize 
upon this victory oursel^ ; and I think we ought 
to prevent the coming of those my father is sending 
to us for our assistance, that our success may be 
peculiar to ourselves, and of greater reputation to 
us ; and I cannot but think this an opportunity 
wherein my father, and I, and you, shall be all put 
to the trial, whether he be worthy of his former 
glorious performances, whether I be his son in 
reality, and whether you be really my soldiers : for 
it is usual for my father tci conquer ; and for myself, 
I should noc bear the thoughts of returning to him 
if 1 were once taken by the enemy ; and liuw will 
you be able to avoid being ashamed, if you do not 
shew equal courage with your commander, when he 
got s before you into danger t For you know very 
well that I shall go into danger first, and make the 
first attack upon the enemy. Do not you therefore 
desert me, but pcibuade yourselves that God will 
be assisting to mv onset. Know this also before we 
begin, that we shall now have better success than 
we biiould have, if we were to fight at a distance." 
3. As Titus was Faying this, an extraordinaiy 
fury fell upon the men : and as Trajan was already 
eomo before the fight began, with four hundred 
horsemen, they were uneasy at it, because the re- 
putation of the victory would be diminished by 
being common to so many. Vespasian had also 
sent both Antonius and Silo, with two thousand 
^rchers^ and had given them in charge to seize upon 



the mountain that was over-against the city, and 
repel those that were upon the wall ; which archers 
did as they were commanded, and prevented those 
that attempted to assist them that way ; and now 
Titus made his own horse march firsl against the 
enemy, as did the others with a great noise after 
him, and extended themselves upon the pUin as 
wide as the enemy who confronted them ; by which 
means they appeared much more numerous than 
they really were. Now tlie Jews, although tliey 
were surprised at their onset, and at their good 
order, made resistance against their attacks for a 
little while ; but when they we?c pricked with their 
long poles, and overborne by tlie violent noise of the 
horsemen, they came to be trampled under their 
feet ; man v also of them were slain on every side, 
'which made Uiem disperse themselves and run to 
the city, as fast as evei> one was able. So Titus 
pressed upon the hindmost, and slew them ; and 
of the rest, some he fell upon as they stood on 
heaps, and some he prevented, and met them in the 
moutli, and run them through ; many also he leaped 
upon as they fell one upon another, and trod them 
down, and cut off all the retreat they had to the 
wall, and turned them back mto the plain, till at 
last they forced a passage by their multitude, and 
got away, and ran uito die city. 

4. But now there fell out a terrible todition 
among them within the city ; for the inhabitants 
themselves, who had possessions there, and to whom 
the city belonged, were not disposed to fight from 
the very beginning ; and now the less so, becaose 
they had been beaten : but the foreigners who were 
very numerous, would force them to fight so much 
the more, insomuch that there was a clamour and 
a tumult among them, as all mutually angry at one 
another ; and when Titus heard this tumult, for he 
was not far from the wall, he cried out, « Fellow 
soldiers, now is the time ; and why do we make 
any delay, when God is giving up the Jews to us t 
Take the victory which is given you : do not you 
hear what a noise they maie 1 Those that have 
escaped our hands are in an uproar against one 
another. We have the city if we make haste ; but 
besides haste, we must undergo some labour, and 
use some courase ; for no great thing uses to be 
accomplished wiuiout danser ; accordinglv we must 
not only prevent their uniting again, which neces- 
sity will soon compel them to do, but we must also 
prevent the coming of our own men to our assist- 
ance, that as few as we are we may conquer so great 
a multitude, and may ourselves alone take the city* 

6. As soon as ever Titus had said this, he leaped 
upon hb horse, and rode apace down U> the lake ; 
by which lake he marched, and entered into the 
city the first of them all, as did the others soon after 
him. Hereupon those that were upon the walls 
were iwized with a terror at the boldness of the at- 
tempt, nor dnrst any one venture to fight with him, 
or to hinder him ; so they left guarding tlie city, 
and some of these that were about Jesus fied over 
the country, while others of them ran down to the 
lake, and met the enemy in the teeth, and some 
were slain as they were getting up into ships, but 
others of them, as they attempted to overtake those 
that were already gone aboard. There was abo a 
great slaughter made in tlie city, while those fo- 
reigners that had not fled away already, made op- 
position ; but the natural inhabitants were killed 
without fighting: for in hopes of Titus's giving 
them his right hand for their security, and out « 
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the oonfldousneaa that the v had not giTen any coq- 
Beot to the war, they aToided fighting, till Titus had 
slain the authors of this revolt, and then put a stop 
to any farther slaughters, out of commiseration of 
these inhabitants of the place ; but for those that 
had fled to the lake, upon seemg the city taken, 
they sailed as far as tliey possibly could from the 
enemy. 

6. Hereupon Titus sent one of his horsemen to his 
fatlier, and let him know the good news of what he 
bad done ; at which, as was natural, he was very 
joyful, both on account of the courage and glorions 
actions of his son ; for he thought that now the 
greatest part of the war was over. He then came 
thither himself, and set men to guard the city, and 
gave them command to take care that nobody got 
privately out of it, but to kill such as attempted so 
to do ; and on the next day he went down to tlie 
hUce; and commanded that vessels should be fitted 
up, in order to pursue those that had escape 1 in 
tlie ships. These vessels were quickly gotten ready 
aecordingly, because there was great plenty of ma- 
terials, and a great number of artificers also. 

7. Now this lake of Gennesareth is so called frcm 
the country adjoining to it. Its breadth is forty 
furlongs, and its length one hundred and forty; 
its waters are sweet, and very agreeable for 
drinking, for they are finer than the thick waters 
of other fens ; the lake is also pure, and on every 
side ends directly at the shores and at the sand ; it 
is also of a temperate nature when you draw it up, 
and of a more gentle nature than river or fountain 
water, and yet always cooler than one could expect 
-in so diffuse a place as this is. Now when this 
water is kept in the open air, it is as cold as that 
snow which the country people are accustomed to 
make by night in summer. There are several kinds 
of fish in it, different both to the taste and the sight 
from those elsewhere : it is divided into two parts 
by the river Jordan. Now Panium is thought to 
be the fountain of Jordan, but in reality it is car- 
ried thither after an occnlt manner from the PJLace 
called PhiaU : this place lies as you go up to Tra- 
elionitis, and is a hundred and twenty furlongs from 
Cesarea, and is not far out of the road on the right 
band ; and indeed it hath its name of PhiaU [vial 
or bowl] veiy justly, from the roundness of its oir 
cumferenee, as being round like a wheel ; its water 
continues always up to its edges, without either 
sinking or running over ; and as this origin of Jor- 
dan was formerly not known, it was discovered so 
to be when Philip was tetrarch of Trachonitis : for 
he had chaff thrown into Phiala, and it was found 
at Panium, where the ancients thought the fountain- 
head of the river was, whither it had been there- 
fore carried [by the waters]. As for Panium itself, 
its natural beauty hath been improved by the royal 
liberality of Agrippa, and adorned at his expenses. 



trees there ; for the temper of the air is so well 
mixed, that it agrees very well with those several 
sorts, particularly walndt^ which require the cold- 
est air, floumh there in vast plenty ; there are 
palm treee also, which grow best in hot air ; fig- 
trees also and olives grow near them, which yet 
reqmre'an air that is more temperate. One may 
call this place tlie ambition of nature, where it forces 
those plants that are naturally enemies to one ano- 
ther to agree together : it is a happy contention of 
the seasons, as U every one at them laid claim to 
this country ; for it not only nourishes different sorts 
of autuomal friiit beyond men's expectation, but 
preserves them a great while ; it supplies men with 
the principal fruits, with grapes and figs continu- 
ally, during ten months in the year,* and the rest 
of the fruits as they become ripe together, through 
the whole year ; for besides the good temperature 
of the air, it is also watered from a most fertile 
fountain. The people of the country call it Ga- 
pharnaum. Some have thought it to be a vein oi 
the Nile, because it produces theCoracin fish as 
will as that lake does which is near to Alexandria. 
Ttie ength of this country extends itself along the 
banks of this lake that bears the same name, for 
. iiirty furlongs, and is in breadth twenty ; and this is 
the uaturo of that place. * 

9. But now, when the vessels were gotten ready, 
Vespasian put upon ship-board as many of his forces 
as he thought simicient to be too hard for those that 
were upon the lake, and set sail after them. Now 
these which were diiven into the lake could neither 
fly to the land, where all was in their enemies' hand, 
and in war against them, nor oould they fight upon 
the level of £e sea, for their ships were small and 
fitted only for piracy ; they were too weak to fight 
with Vespasian's vessels, and the mariners that were 
in them were so few, that they were afraid to com9 
near the Romans, who attacked them in great num- 
bers. However, as they sailed round about the 
7e8sels, and sometimes as they came near them, 
they threw stones at the Romans when they were a 
good way off, or came closer and fought them ; yet 
did they receive the greatest harm themselves in 
|K>th cases. As for the stones they threw at the 
Romans, they only made a sound one after another, 
for they threw them against such as were in their 
armour, while the Roman darts could reach the 
Jews themselves ; and when they ventured to come 
near the Romans, they became sufferers themselves 
before they could do any harm to tlie other, and 
were drowned, they and theur ships together. As 
for those that endeavoured to come to an actual 
fight, the Romans ran many of them through wiili 
their long poles. Sometimes the Romans leaped 
into their ships, with swords in their hands, and 
slew them ; but when some of them met the vessels, 



; the Romans caught them by the middle, and de* 
Now Jordan's visibie stream arises from this cavern, | stroyed at once their ships and themselves who werse 
and divides the marshes and fens of the lake Seme- 1 taken in them. And for such as were drowning io 



chonitis : when it hath run another hundred and 
twenty fnrkings, it first passes by the city Julias, 
and tiien passes through the middle of the Uke 
C^nnesareth ; after which it runs a long way over 
a desert, and then makes its exit into the lake As- 
phaltitis. 

8. The country also that lies over-against this 
Uke hath the same name of Gennesareth ; its na- 
ture is wonderful as well as its beauty ; its soil is 
eo fraitfttl that all sorts of trees can grow upon it, 
and the inhabitants accordingly pUnt all aorta of 



the sea, if they lifted their heads up above the \ 
ter they were either killed by the darts, or caught 
by the vessels ; but if, in the desperate case they 

' Atmajr ue worth our white to obMrr* here, that ncv Uila teka ol 
j«OBcnT«th gmpas Mid flgi hang on th« tntm tm moDihi of tho jmr. 
W« m»a obMTva iJm. thai iu Cyril of JeruMtem, OmfmeUm, stUL net. 
hUOi «M dtllTCRd not lung before Buter, there were no fteah lettvet 
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of flg-tnei, nor bunebaa of freah gropaa la Jodea; ao thi 

Man »ay», eh. al. var. 18, that our Saviour, aoon after the bm». ..... ». 

the year, oama and *' found leavea" on a ig.tree near JeruMlan, hoi 
'* no fl«, beeauae the time of" new " flga" ripening '* waa not jret," he 
aaya very true s nor were they therefore other than old learea whioh jUt 
Saviour MW, and old flga which ha e«paetad, and whiob even with lU 
oeaunonly hang on the traea ^ wtotar long. 
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> iD^ they attempted to swim to their enemiesy 
ihe Romans cot off either t]|eir heads or their hands $ 
and indeed they were destroyed after various man- 
ners everywheTOy till the rest, being pat to flifi[ht, 
were forced to get upon the land, while the vessels 
encompassed them about [on the sea] ; but as many 
of these wsra repulsed when they were getting 
ashore, they were killed by the darts upon the lake ; 
and the Romans leaped out of their vessels, and 
destroyed a great many more upon the land : one 
mifffat then see the lake all bloody, and full of dead 
bodies, for not one of them escaped. And a ter- 
rible stink, and a very sad sight there was on t^e 
following days over that country ; for as for the 
shores, they were full of shipwrecks, and of dead 
bodies all swelled ; and as the dead bodies were in- 
flamed by the sun, and putrified, they corrupted 
the air, insomuch that the miaery was not only the 
object of commiseration to the Jews, but to those 
that hated them, and had been the authors of that 
misery. This was the upshot of the sea-fight The 
number of the shun, including tliose that were kil- 
led in the city before, was six thouBand and five 
hundred. 

10. After this fight was over, Vespasian sat upon 
his tribunal at Tarichen, in ordeir to distinguish the 
foreigners from the old inhabitants ; for those fo- 
reigners appeared to have begun the war. So he 
deliberated with the other commanders, whether 
he ought to save those old inhabitants or not And 
.when the oommanders alleged that the dismission 
of them would be to his own disadvantage, because 
when they were once set at liberty, they would not 
be at rest, since they would be people destitute of 
proper habitations, and would be able to compel 
such as they fled to, to fight against us. Vespasian 
aeknowledmd that thev did not deserve to be saved, 
and that if they had leave given them to fly away, 
they would make use of it against those that gave 
them that leave. But still he considered with him- 



self after what manner they should be slain f for 
if he had them slain there, ne suspected the people 
of the country would thereby become his enemies ; 
for that to be sure they never would bear it, that so 
many that had been supplicants to him should be 
killed ; and to olPet violence to them, after he had 
given them assurance of their lives, he could not 
himself bear to do it However, his friends were 
too hard for him, and pretended that nothing against 
the Jews could be any hnpiety, and that he ought 
to prefer what was profitable before what was fit to 
be done, where both could not be made consistent. 
So he gave them an ambiguous liberty to do as 
they advised, and permitted tiie prisoners to go along 
no other road than that which led to Tiberias only. 
So they readily believed what Uiey desired to be true, 
and went along securely, with their effects, the way ' 
which was allowed them, while the Romans wi»Ml 
upon all the road that led to Tiberias, that none of 
them might go out of it, and shut them up in the 
city. Then came Vespasian, and ordered them all 
to stand in the stadium, and commanded them to 
kill the old men, together with the others that were 
useless, who were in number a thousand and two 
huudred. Out of the youns men he choose six 
thousand of the strongest, and sent them to Nero^ 
to dig through the Isthmus, and sold the remainder 
for sUves, being thirty thousand and four hundgfHJ, 
besides such as he made a present of to Agri^a ; 
for OS to those that belonged to his kinytpm^ he 
gave him leave to do what he pleased with them ; 
however, the king sold these also for sUves ; but 
for the rest of the multitude, who were Txachonite^ 
and Graulanites, and of Hippos, and some of Gadara, 
the greatest part of them were seditious pexaoiw 
and fugitives, who were of such shameful characters 
that they preferred war before peace. These pri- 
soners were taken on the eighth day of the month 
Gorpiaeus [ElulJ. 
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PROM THE SIEGE OP QAMALATOTHE COMING OP TITUS TO BESIEGE JERUSALEM 



CHAPTER I. 

THE 8IE0E AND TAKING OF QAMALA. 

I 1. Now all those Galileans who, after the taking 
of Jotapata, had revolted from the Romans, did, 
upon the conquest of TaricheiB, deliver themselves 
up to them agam. And the Romans recMved all 
the fortresses and the cities, excepting Gischala 
and those that had seized upon Mount TtAtor ; Ga- 
maU also, which is a city over against Tarichen, 
but on the other side of the Uke, conspired with 
them. This city lay upon the borders of Agrippa's 
kingdom, as also did Sonna and Seleucia. And 
theee were both partB of Gaulanitis ; for Sogana 
was a part of that called the Upper Gaulaniti^ as 



was GamaUt of the Lower ; while Seleucia was si* 
tuated at the Uke Semechonitis, which lake is 
thirty furlongs in breadtii, and sixty in length ; its 
marshes reach as far as the phMse Daphne, which 
in other respects, is a delicious place, and hath such 
fountains as supply water to what is called Littto 
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Jordan, under the temple of the golden calf^* 
where it is sent into Grreat Jordan. Now Agrtppa 
had united Sogana and Seleucia by leagues to him- 
self, at the yerv beginning of the revolt from the 
Roinana ; yet did not Gan^la accede to them, but 
relied upon ihe difficulty of the place, which was 
greater than that of Jotapata, for it was situated 
upon a rough ridge of a high mountain, with a kind 
ox neck in the middle : where it begins to ascend, 
it lengthens itself, and declines as much downward 
before as behind, inaomufth that it is like a camel 
in figure, from whence it is so named, although the 
people of the country do not pronounce it accu- 
rately. Both on the side and the fisoe there are 
abrupt parts divided from the rest, and ending in 
vast deep vallevs ; yet are the parts behind, where 
they are joined to Uie mountain, somewhat easier 
of ascent than the other ; but then the people be- 
longing to the place have cut an oblique ditch there, 
an4 made that hard to be ascended also. On its 
acclivity, which is straight, houses are built, and 
tiiose very thick and close to one another. The city 
also hangs so strangely, that it looks as if it would 
fall down upon itself, so sharp is it at the top. It 
!s exposed to the south ; and its southern mount, 
which reaches to an immense height, was in the 
nature of a citadel to the city ; and above that was 
a precipice, not walled about, but extending itself 
to an immense depth. There was also a spring of 
water within the wall, at the utmost limits of the 
city. 

2. As this city was naturally hard to be taken, so 
had Josephus, by buiidiDg a wall about it, made it 
still Btronzer, as also by ditches and mines under 
ground. The people that were in it were made 
more bold by the nature of the place than the peo- 
ple of Jotapata had been, but it had much fewer 
fighting men in it ; and they had such a confidence 
in the situation of the place, that they thought the 
enemy could not be too many for them ; for the 
city had been filled with those that had fled to it for 
safety, on account of its strength ; on which account 
they had been able to resist those whom Agrippa 
sent to besiege it for seven months together. 

3. Bat Vespasian removed from Emmaus where 
he had last pitched his camp before the city Tibe- 
rias (now Emmaus, if it Im interpreted, may be 
rendCTed " a warm bath," for therem is a spring of 
warm water, useful for healing) and came to Ga- 
mala ; yet was its situation such that he was not 
able to encompass it all round with soldiers to watch 
ii ; but where the places were practical, he set men 
to watch it, and seued on the mountain which was 
over it. And as the legions, according to their 
usual custom, were fortifying their camp upon that 
mountain, he began to oast up banks at the bottom, 
at the part towards the east, where the highest 
tower of the whole city was, and where the fifteenth 
legion pitched their camp ; while the fifth legion 
did duty over>again8t the midst of the city, and 
whilst the tenth legion filled up the ditches and 
▼alleys. Now at tliis time it was that as king 
Agrippa was come nigh the walls, and was endea- 
vouring to speak to £o6e that were on the walls 
about a surrender, he was hit with a stone on his 
right elbow by one of the sUngers ; he was then 

* Han w hav* Um noMt UtaaUon of one of JcroboMn'B 
•»!*«»'' M Um «xli of LlUim J«ffdaii, takto Gnat i* 
«dMIliik^luw.taiioreldSu. 8Mih«notoon ' 
■Mt.4 BiitBtlaiidnMpMtodMtavMihenwvs 
«f UjipteB, thwa iMlKg uowlMn tin My idmUmi of a pUoa ciOlad 
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immediately surrounded with his own men. But 
tiie Romans were exeited to set about the siege, by 
their indignation on the king's account, and by their 
fear on their own acoount, as oonoluduig that those 
men would omit no kinds of barbarity against fo- 
reigners and enemies, who were so enraged against 
one of their own nation, and one that advised them 
to nothing but what was for their own advantage. 

4. Now when the banks were fiuished whidi was 
done on the sudden, both by the multitude of hands 
and by their being accustomed to sudi work, they 
brought the madbines ; but Charss sad Joseph, 
who were the most potent men of the city, set their 
armed men in order, though already m a fright, 
because they did not suppose that the city could 
hold out long, since they had not a sufficient anan- 
tity either of water, or of other necessaries. How* 
ever, these their leaders encouraged them, and 
brought them out upon the wall, and for a while 
indeed they drove away those that were bringing 
the machines ; but when those machines threw 
darts and stones at them, they retired into the dty ; 
then did the Romans bxiuff battering rams to three 
several phices, and made Uie wall shake [and fallj. 
They then poured in over the parts of the wall that 
were thrown down, with a mighty soondof trumpets 
and noise of armour, and with a shout of the sol- 
diers, and brake in by force upon those that were 
in the city ; but these men feU upon the Romans 
for some time, at their first entrance, and prevented 
their going any iarther, and with great courage beat 
them hack ; and the Ron^ans were so overpowexed 
by the greater multitude of the people, who beat 
them on every side, that they were obliged to run 
into the upper parts of the dty. Whereupon the 
people turned about, and fell upon their enemies, 
who had attacked them, and thnist them down to 
the lower parts, and as they were distressed by the 
narrowness and difficulty of the pUce, dew them ; 
and as these Romans oould neither beat those back 
that were above them, nor escape the force of their 
own men that were forcing their way forward, they 
were compelled to fly into their enemies' booses, 
which were low ; but these houses being thus full 
of soldiers, whose weight they could not bear, fell 
down suddenly ; and when one house fell, it shook 
down a great many of those that were under ii, as 
did those do to such as were under them. By this 
means a vast number of the Romans perished ; for 
they were so terribly distressed, that although they 
saw the houses subsiding, they were compelled to 
leap upon the tops of them ; so that a great many 
were ground to powder by these ruins, and a great 
many of those tnat got fimn under them lost bome 
of their limbs, but still a greater number were suf- 
focated by the dust that arose from those rums. 
The people of Gamala supposed this to be an an- 
sbtance aflforded them by God, and without regard- 
ing what damage they suffered themselves, they 
pressed forward, and thrust the enemy upon the 
tops of their houses ; and when they stumbled in 
the sharp and narrow streets, and were perpetually 
tumbling down, they threw their stones or darts at 
them, and slew them. Now the very ruins afforded 
them stones enow ; and for iron weapons, the dead 
mon of the enemy's dde afforded them what they 
wanted ; for drawing the swords of those that wore 
dead, they made use of them to dispatch such as 
were only half dead ; nay, there were a great num- 
ber who, upon their fdUng down from tho tops ot 
the hoQsasy stabbed themselvesi and died alter that 
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manner ; nor indeed was it easy for those that were 
beaten back to fly away ; for they were bo unac- 
quainted with the ways, and the dust was so thick, 
that they wandered about without knowing one ano- 
ther, and fell down dead among the crowd. 

5. Those therefore that were able to find the ways 
cut of the city retired. But now Vespasian always 
staid among those that were hard set ; for he was 
deeply affected with seeing the ruins of the city 
falling upon his army, and forgot to take care of his 
own preservation. He went up gradually towards 
the highest parts of the city before he was aware, 
and was left in the midst of dangers, having only a 
yeiy few with him ; for even bis son Titus was not 
with him at that time, having been sent into Syria 
to Mucianns. However, he thought it not safe to 
fly, nor did he esteem it a fit thing for him to do ; 
but calling to mind the actions he had done from 
his youth, and recollecting his courage, as if he had 
been excited by a divine fury, he covered himself 
and those that were with him with their shields, 
iuid formed a testudo over both their bodies and 
their armour, and bore up the enemy's attacks, 
who came running down from the top of the city ; 
and without showmg any dread at the multitude of 
the men or of their darts, he endured all, until the 
enemy took notice of that divine courage tliat was 
within him, and -remitted of their attacks ; and 
when they pressed less zealously upon him, he re- 
tired, though without showine his back to them, till 
he was gotten out of the walb of the citv. Now a 
great number of the Romans fell in this battle, 
among whom was Ebutiua, the decurion, a man 
who appeared not only in this engagement, wherein 
he fell, but everywhere, and in former engagaments, 
to be of the truest courage, and one that had done 
very great mischief to the Jews. But there was a 
centurion, whose name was Gallus, who, during this 
disorder, being encompassed about, and ten other 
soldiers privately crept into the house of a certain 
person, where ne heard them talking at supper 
what the people intended to do against the Romans, 
OT about themselves ^or both the man himself and 
those with him were Syrians). So he got up in the 
night-time, and cut all their throats, and escaped^ 
together witli his soldiers, to the Romans. 

6. And now Vespasian comforted his army, which 
was much dejected, by reflecting on their ill success, 
and because they had never before fallen into such 
a calamity, and besides this, because they were 
greatly ashamed that they had left their general 
alone in great dangers. As to what concerned 
himself, he avoided to say any thing, that he might 
by no means seem to complain of it ; but he said 
tliat << we ought to bear manfully what usually falls 
out in war, and this, by considering what tlie nature 
of war is, and how it can never be that we must 
conquer without bloodshed on our own ude ; for 
there stands about us that fortune which is of its 
own nature mutable ; that while they had killed so 
many ten thousands of the Jews, they had How paid 
their small share of the reckoning to fate ; and as 
it is the part of weak people to be too much puffed 
up with good success, so is it the part of cowards to 
be too much affrighted at that which is iU ; for the 
change from the one to the other is sudden on both 
sides ; and he is the best warrior who is of a sober 
mind under misfortunes, that he may continue in 
that temper, and cheerfully recover what hath been 
lust formerly ; and as for what had now happened, 
ii was neither owing to theur effeminacy nor to Uie 



valour of the Jews, but the difficulty of the place 
was the occasion of their advantage, and of onr dis- 
appointment Upon reflecting on which matter one 
might blame your zeal as perfectly ungoveniablo ; 
for when the enemy had retired to Uieir highest 
fastnesses, you ought to have restrained yourselvesp 
and not, by presenting yourselves at the top of the 
city to be exposed to dangers ; but upon your hav- 
ing obtained the lower parts of the city, you ought 
to have provoked those that had retired thither to 
a safe and settled battle ; whereas, in rushing so 
hastily upon victory, you took no care of your own 
safety. But this incautiousness in war, and this 
madness of zeal, is not a Roman maxim. Whilo 
we perform all that we attempt by skill and good 
order, that procedure is on the part of barbariona, 
and * is what the Jews chiefly support themselves 
by. We ought tlierefore to return to our own vir^ 
tue, and to be rather angry than any longer de- 
jected at this unlucky misfortune ; and let every 
one seek for his own consolation from his own hand ; 
for by this means he will avenge those tliat have 
been destroyed, and punish those that have killed 
them. For myself, I will endeavour, as I have now 
done, to go first before you against your enemies in 
overy engagement, and to be the last that retires 
from it" 

7. So Vespasian encouraged his army by this 
speech ; but for the people of Glamala, it happened 
tliat they took courage for a little while, upon such 
great and unaccountable success as they had. But 
when they considered with themselves that thej 
hod now no hopes of any terms of acooramodataon, 
and reflecting upon it that they could not get away, 
and that then* provisions began already to be idiorC^ 
they were exceedingly cast down, and their courage 
failed them ; yet they did not neglect what might 
be for their preservation, so far as they were able, 
but the most courageous among them guarded 
those parts of the wall which were beaten down, 
while the more infirm did the same to the rest of 
the wall that still remained ruund the city. And 
as the Romans raised their banks, and attempted 
to get into the city a second time, a great many of 
them fled out of the city through impracticable 
valleys, where no guards were placed, as also 
through subterraneous caverns ; while those that 
were afraid of being caught, and for that reason 
staid in the city, perished for want of food ; for 
what food they had was brought together from all 
quarters, and reserved for tlie fighting men. 

8. And these were the hard circumstances Uie 
people of Gamala were in. But now Vespasian 
went about other work by the by, during this siege, 
and tliat was to subdue those that had seized upon 
Mount Tabor, a place that lies in the middle "be- 
tween the great pUin and Scythopolis, whose top is 
elevated as high as thirty furlongs,* and is hardly 

• Thew numbMB In Jowphiu ot thirty forioniti' maotnt to tkt lop «f 
Mount Tabor, whcthor we •ktimato It bjr windiDg aod gndual, or bj 
perpendicular altltuda, and of twentr-alji furloacit' cireumAtcnea npoa 
the top. as also flftcon furlonfa for thla aaooni In PolybMM, with GamK 
nus^ perpendicular altitude ot almost fourteen fttrkwci hacc noteA bj- 
l)r. UudwMi, do BOO* of them agree with the anthentle laMtanonj ot 
Mr. Maundrel, an ey«.wltn«M (page 118), who ea^e IM waa not an hour 
In gvttlng up to the top of thte Mount Tabor, and that the araa of the 
tople an oval ot about tworurhmg* In laogth, and * " 

Hu I raiher mippoae Joaephue wrote three Arlongt lb 

altitude, Inetead of thirty { and itx ftirloage Ibrihe i 

the top, Inetaad of twenty-*!*, — dooe a mountain of only three fni 
perpendicular aliltuda may eaaily raquire naar an hour* aaesDi} and 
the eironmforenoe of an oval c»f the fuRgotng quaatltgr, la near lis Aw* 
kmni. Mor oertahily eould eueh a vast droumforcnee a* iwm^y-elx 
Aatfongs, or three nUlee and a quarter, at that height be* 



with a wall, Indnding a trench and other forUOaatioM (pflrhapa tktm 
nialiiing, A^^ ' '- *' " • * '* ^-^ —' "-- 
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to be asoended on ite north side ; its top is a pUun 
of twenty-aix forloogs, and all enoompaued with a 
walL Now, Josephus erected this <8o long a wall 
in forty days' time, and fumiahed it with other 
Haterialsy and with water from below, for the in- 
^bitants only made use of rain water ; as there- 
fore there was a great multitude of people gotten 
together upon this mountain, Yespasum sent Pla- 
foauBf with six hundred horsemen thither. Now, 
as it was impossible for him to ascend the monntMU, 
he invited many of them to peace, by the offer of 
his right hand for their security, and of his inter- 
cession for them. Accordingly they came down, 
but with a treacherous design, as well as he had 
the like treacherous design upon them on Uie other 
side ; for Pladdus spoke mildly to them, as aiming 
to take them when he got them into the plain ; 
they aJso came down, as complying with his pro- 
posals, but it was in order to fall upon him when 
he was not aware of it : however, Placidus's stra- 
tagem was too hard for theirs ; for when the Jews 
b^^ to flg|ht, he pretended to run away, and when 
they were in pursuit of .the Ronuuis, he enticed 
them a great way along the phun, and then made 
his horsemen turn back ; whereupon he beat them, 
and dew a great number of them, and cut off the 
retreat of ihe rest of the midtitode, and hindered 
their return. So they left Tabor, and fled to Je- 
rusalem, while the people of the country came to 
terms with him, for their water failed them, and 
so they deltyered up the mountain and themselves 
to Plaeidus. 

9. But of the people of Gamala, those that were 
of the bolder sort fled awaj and hid themselves, 
while the more infirm perished b^ fiunine ; but 
the men of war sustained the siege till thetwo-and-> 
twentieth day of the month Hyperberetaeus [Tisri], 
when three soldiers of the fifteenth legion, about the 
morning- watch, ^t under a high tower that was 
near, and undenmned it without making any noise ; 
nor when they either came to it, which was in the 
night-time, nor when they were under it, did those 
that guarded it perceive them. These soldiers 
then, upon their coming, avoided making a noise, 
and when they had rolled awav five of its strongest 
stones, they went away hastily; whereupon the 
tower fell down on a sudden, with a great noise, 
and its guard fell headlons with it ; so that those 
that kept guard at other places, were under such 
disturbance, that they ran away ; the Komans also 
slew many of those uat ventured to oppose them, 
among whom was Joseph, who was slain by a dart, 
as he was running away over that part of the wall 
that was broken down : but as those that were in 
the city were greatly affrighted at the noise, they 
ran hither and thither, and a great consternation 
fell upon them, as though all the enem v had &llen 
in at once upon them. Then it was that Chares, 
who was ill, and under the physicians' hands, gave 
up the ghost, the fear he was in greatly contribu- 
ting to make his distemper fiital to him. But the 
Bomans so well remembcved their former ill suc- 
cess, that they did not enter the city till the three- 
and twentieth day of the forementioned month. 
• 10. At which time Titus, who was now returned, 
out of the indignation he had at the destruction Uie 
Romans had undergone while he was absent, took 
two hundred chosen horsemen, and some footmen 
with him, and entered without noise into the city. 
Kow, as the watch perceived that he was commg, 
they made a noise, and betook themselves io tlieir 
2'n 



and as this his enteranoe was presently 
known to those that were in the city, some of them 
caught hold of their children and their wives, and 
drew them after them, and fled away to the citadel, 
with lamentations and cries, while oUiers of them 
went to meet Titus, and were killed perpetually ; 
but so many of them as were hindered from run- 
ning up to the citadel, not knowing what in the 
woiTd to do, fell among the Roman guards, while 
the groans of those that were killed were prodi- 
giously great everywhere, and bbod ran down over 
all the lower ptfts of the city, from the upper. But 
then Vespasian himself came to his assistance 
a^^st those that had fled to the citadel, and brought 
his whole army with him : now this upper part of 
the city was every way rock^, and difficult of ascent, 
and elevated to a vast aitttude, and very full of 
people on all sides, and encompassed with preci- 
pices, whereby the Jews cut off those that came 
up to them, and did much mischief to others by 
their darts snd the large stones which they rollei 
down upon them, whiM they were themselves bo 
high that the enemy's darts could hardly reach 
them. However, there arose such a divine storm 
ajjainst them as was instrumental to their destruo- 
tion ; this carried the Roman darts upon them, 
and made those which they threw return back, and 
drove them obliquely away from them : nor could 
the Jews indeed stand upon their precipices, by 
reason of the violence of the wind, having nothing 
that was stable to stand upon, nor could they see 
those that were ascending up to them ; so the Ro- 
mans got up and surrounded them, and some they 
slew before they could defend themselves, and others 
as they were delivering up themselves ; and the 
remembrance of those that were skunjit their for- 
mer entrance into the city increased their rage 
against them now ; a great number idso of Uiose 
that were surrounded on every side, and despaked 
of escapmg, threw their children and their wives, 
and themselves also, down the precipices, into the 
valley beneath, which, near the citadel, had been 
dug hollow to a vast depth ; but so it happened, 
that the anger of the Romans appeared not to be 
so extravagant as was the madnees of those that 
were now taken, while the Romans dew but four 
thousand, whereas the number of those that hod 
thrown themselves down was found to be five thou- 
sand : nor did any one escape except two women, 
who were the daughters of Philip, and Philip him- 
self, who was the son of a certain eminent man call- 
ed Jacimus, who had been general of king Agrip- 
pa'tf army ; and these did therefore escape, because 
they hnr concealed from the right of me Romans 
when the city was taken ; for otherwise they spared 
not so much as the infimts, of whom many were 
flung down by them firom the citadel And thus 
was Gamala taken on the three-and-twentieth day 
of the month Hyperberetceus [Tisri J, whereas the 
city had first revolted on the four-and-twentieth day 
of ihe month Gorpinus [Elul]. 



CHAPTER IL 

THX 8UKRXIfDB& OF THS SMALL CITT OF GfSCHALA ; 
JOHM FLIBS FBOM IT TO JBEUSAAEM. 

$ 1. Now, no place of Galilee remained to be ta- 
ken but the small city of Uisehala, whose iuhabi- 
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tantB were yet desiroiis of peace ; for they were { 
generally husbaodmeoy and always applied them- 
eelvee to cultivate the fraits of uie earth. How- 
eyer, there were a great number that belonged to 
a band of robbers, that were already corrupted, and 
liad crept in among them, and some of the govern^ 
ing part of the citizens were sick of the same dis- 
temper. It was John, the son of a certain man 
whose liame was Leyi, that drew them into this 
rebellion, and encouraged them in it. He was a 
conning knave, and of a temper that could put on 
▼arioas shapes ; very rash in expecting great things, 
and very si^acious in bringing about wW he hop^d 
for. It was known to every body that he was fond 
of war, in order to thrust himself into authority ; 
and the seditious part of the people of Gisehala 
were under his manaffement, by whose means the 
populace, who seemed read^ to send ambassadors 
in order to a surrender, waited for the coming of 
the Romans in battle array. Vespasian sent against 
them Titus, with a thousand horsemen, but with- 
drew the tenth legion to Scythopolis, while he re- 
turned to Cesarea, with the other two -legions, that 
he might allow them to refresh themselves after 
their bng and hard campaign, thinking withal that 
the plenty which was in those cities would improve 
their bodies and their spirits, against the diificul- 
ties they were to go through afterwards ; for he 
saw there would be occasion for great pains about 
Jerusalem, which was not yet talun, becauseit was 
the royal city, and the principal city of the whole 
nation; and because those that had run away from 
the war in other places got all Uwether thither. It 
was also naturallv strong, and the walls that were 
built round it made him not a little concerned about 
it. Moreover, he esteemed the men that were in it 
to be so courageous and bold, that even without the 
consideration of the walls, it would be too hard to 
subdue them ; for which reason he took care of and 
exerciaed his soldiers beforehand for the work, as 
they do wrestleis before they begin their under- 
taking. 

2. Now Titus, as he rode up to Gisehala, found 
it would be easy for him to take the eity upon the 
first onset : but knew withal, that if he took it by 
force, the multitude would be destroyed by the sol- 
diers without mercy. T Now he was already satiated 
with the shedding of blood, and pitied the major 
part, who would then perish, without distinction, 
together with the guilty.; So he was rather desir- 
ous the city might be surrendered up to him on 
terms. Accordingly, when he saw the wall full of 
those men that were of the corrupted party, he said 
to them^ — That he could not but wooder what it 
WAS they depended on, when they alone staid to 
fight the Romaiis, after every other city was taken 
by them ; especially when they have seen dties 
much better fortified than theirs is, overthrown by 
a single attack upon them ; while as many as have 
entrusted themselves to the security of the Romans' 
right hands, which he now offers to them, without 
regarding their former insolence, do enjoy their own 
possessions in safetjf ; for that while they had hopes 
of recovering their Ubertpr, they might be pardoned ; 
but their oontinuanoe still in their opposition, when 
they saw that to be impossible, was inexcusable ; 
for that» if they will not comply with such humane 
offers, and right hands for security, they have ex- 
perience of such a war as would spare nobody, and 
should soon be made sensible that their wall would 
be bnt.a trifle, when battered by the Roman ma- 



chines ; in depending on i^icfa, ihey 
themselves to be the only GaUleans t&at 
better than arrogant slavee and captivesi 

3. Now none of the populace durst not onlj make 
a reply, but durst not so mush aa get upon the 
wall, for it was all taken up by the robben, wfao 
were also the guard at the gates, in order to pre- 
vent any of the rest from going out, in order to 
propose terms of snbmissioB, and trim recmtim^ 
any of the horsem^i into the city. Bel Jolu re- 
turned Titus this answer,— That for himself be wee 
content to heaiken to his proposals^ and tiwt be 
would either persuade or force 4hiMe that fufueed 
them. Yet he said, that Titus ought to hare soeb 
regard to the Jewish law, as to grant them leave to 
celebrate that day, wiiich was the seveotk daj of the 
week, OB which it was unlawlul not only to remove 
their arms, but even to treat ef peace also ; ud 
that even the Romans were not ignerant bow the pe- 
riod of the seventh dsy was among them a ULUialimi 
from all labours ; and tiiat he who shoeld oompd 
them to transgress the law about that day, wwdd 
be ecpially guil^ with those that were compelled to 
transgress it : and that this deUy coald be ef no 
advantage to him ; for why diould any bod j think 
of doing any thing in the night, enless it wes to liy 
away 1 which he might prevent by pladng hie esmp 
round about them : and that they should tbink it a 
great point gained, if they might not be ObUved to 
transgress Sie laws of their country ; and »at it 
would be a right thing for him, who desigiied to 
grant them peace, without their expectation of such 
a lavour, to preserve the Uws of those tfae^ saved 
inviolable. Thus did tliis man putattiek upeo 
Titus, not so much out of regard to the seveet h 
day, as to his own preservatioB, fer be was afinud 
lest he should be quite deserted if the city should 
be taken, and had his hopes of life in that night, 
and in his flight therein. Now this wss the work 
of God, who therefore preserved tliis John, that be 
might bring on the destruction of Jenuidem ; as 
also it was his work that Titua was prevailed with 
by this pretence for a deUy, and that be pitched 
his camp farther off the city at Cydeasa. Thie Of- 
dessa was a strong meditertanean villa^ef the 
Tyrians, which always hated and made war agamst 
the Jews ; it had also a great number of inhabi- 
tants, and was well fortified ; which madeita proper 
place for such as were enemies to the Jemsfa 
nation. 

4. Now, in the night time» when John saw that 
there was no Roman guard about the dty, he ariaed 
the opportunity directly, and, taking with him not 
only the armed men tlut were about him, but a 
considerable number of those that had little to do, 
together with their fsmilies, he fled to Jerusalem. 
And indeed, though the man was makiqg baste to 
got away, and waa tormented with fsaxe of being 
a captive, or of losing his life^ yet did be prevail 
with himself to take out of the city along with him 
a multitude of women and children, as fer as twefliy 
furlongs ; but there he left them as be proceeded 
farther on liis journey, where those that were left 
behind made sad hunentatioos ; for the &rther 
every one was come from his own people, the nearsr 
they thought themselves to be totheireoemies. They 
also affrighted themselves with this tbon^ty thai 
those who would cany them into a^tivi^ woe 
just at hand, and still turned themaelvesbadi at the 
mere noiw they made themselvea in this their hasty 
flight, as if those from whom they fled mrs jurt 
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opon them. Many also of them mitted their waye ; 
and the eanestiieae of such as aimed to outgo the 
rest, threw down many of them. And indeed there 
was ft miserable destruction made of the woiaenand 
^Aiildren ; while some of them took eonrage to eall 
their husbands and kinsmen back, and to beseech 
them, with the bitterest lamentations, to stay for 
them ; but John's exhortation, who cried out to 
them to sftve themselyes, and fly away, prevailed. 
He said also, that if the Romans should seize upon 
those whom *thev left behind, diey would be re- 
Tenged on them for ik So this multitude that ran 
thus away was dispersed abroad, aceording as each 
of them was aUe to run, one faster or «lower than 
another. 

& Now on the next day Titus came to the wall, 
to make tiie agreement ; whereupon the people 
opened their gates to him, and canne out to hun, 
with their ehildren and wiyes, an4 made aodama- 
tions of joy to him, as to one that had been their 
bene&otor, and had deliTered the city out of eus> 
tody ; they also informed him of John's flight, and 
besought him to spare them, and to come in and 
bring Uie rest of those that were for innoTations to 
pOBishment ; bat Titnsi, not so much regarding the 
snpplioataons of the people, sent part of his horsemen 
to pursue after John, bat they oould not oTertake 
him, fee he was gotten to Jerusalem before ; they 
also slew six thousand of the women and children 
who went out with him, but returned back and 
brought with them almost three thousand. How- 
•Ter, Titos was greatly displeased that he had not 
been able to bring this John, who had deloded him, 
to punishment ; yet he haid captives enough, as 
well as the corrnpted part of the city, to satisfy his 
anger, when it missed of John. So he entered the 
elty in the midst of acclamations of joy ; and when 
he had given orders to the soldiers to pull down a 
sraall pnt of the wall, ss of a city taken in war, he 
repressed those that had disturbed the city rather 
by threatenings than by executions ; for he thought 
that many would aecuse innocent persons^ out of 
their own animosities and quurels, if he should at- 
tempt to distinguish those that were worthy of 
punishment from the rest ; and that it was better 
to let a guilty person alone in his feare^ than to de- 
stroy with hun any one tlum did not deserve it ; lor 
that probably such a one might be tanghtprudoioe^ 
by the fear of the punishment he had deserved, and 
have a shame upon him for his former otCenees, 
when he had been forgiven ; but that the punish- 
ment of such as have been once put to deatn oould 
never be retrieved. However, he placed a garrison 
in the city for its security, by which means he 
should restrain those that were forinnovationa, and 
ahould leave those that were peaeebly disposed in 
greater seeority. And thus was all Galilee taken 
but this not till after it had cost the Bomans muc^ 
pains before it could be taken by thenL 



CHAPTER III. 

OORCBRlfllfO JOHN OF OISCHALA. OONCBBHING THB 
ZBALOTS, UID THB HIOH-PRISST AlfAKUS ; AS 
ALSO BOW TtfB JEWS &A18U> 8XDIT10K8 ONB 
AGAINST AKOTHXa [iN JEBU8ALSM]. 

I 1 . Now, upon John's entry into Jemsalem, the 
whole body of the people were in an uproar, and 
2 N 2 



ten tbousand of tHem erowded about every one of 
the fugitives that were come to them, and inqiined 
of them what miseries had happened lafaroad, when 
their breath was so short, and not, and quick, that 
of iteelf it deehuced the great distrsM they were in ; 
yet did they talk big under their nusfortnnee, and 
pretoided to say tiiat they had not fled away from 
the Romans, but came thitiwr in order to figbt 
them with less haard ; for that it would be anua- 
reasonahle and a fruitle« thing for then to expose 
themselves to desperate hazMds abeat Gischala, 
and such weak cities^ whereas they ought to hy up 
their we^Kins and their zeal, and reserve it for their 
metropolis. But when they rekited to them the 
taking of Qisohak» and their decent departure, as 
thev pretended, frtan that plaoe, many of the people 
understood it to be no better than a fliriit ; and 
especially when the people were told of ^ose that 
were nmde captives, they were in great confusion, 
and g o wed those things to be phdn indications that 
they should be taken also ; but for John, he was 
yery little conoemed for those whom he had left 
bemnd him, but went about amons all the people^ 
and persuaded them to go to war, by die h^>es he 
gave them. He affirmed that the allhirs of the 
Romans were in a weak condition, and extolled his 
own power. He also jested upon the ignorance of 
the unskilful, as if those Romans, although they 
should take to themsdves wings, could never fly 
over the walls of Jerusalem, who found such great 
difficulties in taking the villages of Galilee, and 
had broken their engines of war against thor walla. 
2. These harangues of John's corrupted a great 
part of the young men, and pufifed them up for the 
war ; but as to the most predont part, and those in 
years, there was not a man of them but foresaw 
what was coining, and made lamentati<m on diat 
account, as if the dtv was already undone, and in 
this confusion were ttae people ; but then it must 
be observed, that the multitude that came out of the 
country were at discord before the Jerusalem sedi- 
tion b^gan ; for Titus went from Gisehala to Cesi^ 
rea ; and Vespasian from Cesarea to Jamnia and 
Asotos, and took them both ; and when he had put 
garrisons mto them he came book wiih a great 
number of the people, who were oome over to him^ 
upon his giving them his right hand for their pre*> 
servation. There were besidee cUsordsrs and dvil 
wars in every city ; and s^those that were at quiet 
from the Romans turnedViefr hands one against 
another. There was also a bitter contest between 
those that were fond of war, and those that were 
desirous of peace. At the first this quarrelsome 
temper caught hold of private families, who could 
not agree among themselvec ; after which those 
people that were the dearest to one another, brake 
through all restraints with resard to each other, 
and every one associated with those of his own 
opinion, and began aheady to stand in o|q^ition 
one to another ; so that toditions arose everywhere 
while those that were for innovations, and were do* 
sirous of war, by theur youth and boldness, were 
too hard for the aged and the prudent men ; and^ 
in the first place, all the people of eveiy plaoo be- 
took themselves to rapine ; after which they got 
together in bodies, in cffder to rob the people of uie 
country, insomuch that for bttbarity and iniquity 
those of the same nation did no way differ from the 
Romans ; nay, it seemed to be a much lighten 
thing to berumed by the Romans than by them- 
selves. 
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8. Now the RoDUUi garrisonSy which guarded 
.die cities, partly out of their uneasinew to take 
0neh trouble upon them, and partly out of the ha- 
tred ^ej bare to the Jewish nation, did little or 
nothing towards relieving the miserable, till the 
eaptams of these troops of robbers, being satiated 
with rapines in the country, sot all together from 
ail parts, and became a band of wiokedneae, and 
■all togeUier crept into Jerusalem, which was now 
become a city without a govenior, and, as the an- 
cient custom was, reoeiyed without distinction all 
that belonged to their nation ; and these they then 
receiyed, because all men supposed that those who 
came so £ut into the city, came out of kindness, 
and for their assistance, although these very men, 
besides the seditions they raised, were otherwise 
the direct cause of the city's destruction also ; for 
as they were an unprofitable and a useless multi- 
tude, they spent those provisions beforehand, which 
might otherwise have been sufficient for the fight- 
ing men. Moreover, besides the bringinfr on of 
the war, they were the occasion of s^iition and 
funme tiierein. 

4. There were, besides these, other robbers that 
tame out of the country, and came into the city, 
and joining to them those that were worse than 
Uiemselves^ omitted no kind of barbuity ; for they 
did not measure their courage by thdr rapines and 
plunderiqconly, but proceeded as lar as murdering 
men ; and this not in the night-time or privately, 
Dr with regard to ordinary men, but did it openly 
in the day-time, and began with the most eminent 
persons in the city ; for the first man they meddled 
with was Antipas, one of the royal lineage, and the 
most potent man in the whole city, insomuch that 
the public treasures were committed to his care ; 
him they took and confined, lis they did in the next 
place to Leyias, a person of great note, with Sophas, 
the son of lUurael ; both of whom were of royal 
lineage also. And besides these, they did the same 
to the principal mem of the country. This caused 
a terrible consternation among the people ; and 
every one contented himself with taking care of 
^is own safety, as they would do if the city had 
been taken in war. 

5. But these were not satisfied with the bonds 
into which they had put the men forementioned ; 
nor did they think it safe for them to keep them 
thus in custody long, ^ce they were men yeiy 
powerful, and had nunffirous families of their own 
that were able to avenge them. Nay, they tiiought 
the very people would perhaps be so moved at these 
oujust proceedings, as to rise in a body igainst 
them : it was therefore resolved to have them 
slain. Accordingly, they sent one John, who was 
the most bloody-minded of them all, to do that 
execution : this man was also called ^ the son oi 
Dorcas/'* in the language of the country. Ten 
more men went along with him into the prison, 
with their swords dnwn, and so they cut the 
throats of those that were in custody there. The 
grand lying pretence these men made for so fla- 
grant an enormity was this, that these men had 
had oonlerences "vmtk the R(Hnans for a surrender 
of Jerusalem to them ; and so they said they had 
slain only such as were traitOES to their common 
liben^. Upon the whole, they grew the more in- 
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Solent upon this bold prank of theirs, as thou^ 
they had been the benefactors and saviovoB of tbe 
city. 

• 6. Now the people were come to that degree ci 
meanness and fear, and these robbers to thiat de- 
gree of madness, that these last took upon them to 
appoint high-prieBts.t So when they had disan- 
nulled the succession, according to those families 
out of whom the high-priests used to be made^ 
they ordained certain unknown and ignoble per- 
sons for that office, that they mi(^t have their as- 
sistance in their wicked undertakings ; for such as 
obtained this highest of all honours, witiiout any 
desert, were forod to comply with those that ben 
stowed it on them. They also set the principal 
men at variance one with another, by several sorts 
of contrivances and tricks, and gained the oppor- 
tunity of doing what they pleased, by the mutual 
quarrels of those who might have obi^mcted their 
measures ; till at length, when they were satiated 
with the unjust actions tiiey had done towards men, 
thev transferred their contumelious behavumr to 
God himself, and came into the aanctoaiy with 
polluted feet 

7. And now the multitude were going to rise 
against them already ; for A nanus, the anoientest 
of the high-priestB, persuaded them to it. He was 
a very prudent man, and had perhaps aared the 
city if he could bnt have escaped the hands of those 
that plotted against him. Those men made the 
temple of God a strong hold for them, and a ^aoe 
whimer they might resort, |n order to avoid Uie 
troubles they feared from the people ; the sanctu- 
ary was now become a refu^, and a shop of tyran- 
ny. They also mixed jestmg among the miseries 
they introduced, which was more intolerable than 
what they did ; for, in order to try what surprise 
the people would be under, and how far their own 
power extended, they undertook to dispose of the 
high-priesthood by casting lots for it, whereas, as 
we have said already, it was to descend by sneeea- 
sion in a family. The pretence they made for this 
strange attempt was an ancient practice^ while they 
said that of old it was determined by lot ; but in 
trutii, it was no better than a dissolution of an un- 
deniable law, and a cunning contrivance to seise 
upon the government, derived from those that | 
sumed to appomt governors as they the 
pleased. 

8. Hereupon they sent for one of the pontifical 
tribes, which is called Eniachim^: and east lots 
wnich of it should be the high-priest. By fortune, 
the lot so feU as to demonstrate their iniquity after 
the -plainest aoanner, for it fell upon one whose 
name was Phannias, the son of Samuel, of the ril- 
l»ge Aphtha. He was a man not only unworthy of 
tbe high-priesthood, but that did not well know 
whai the high-priesthood was ; such a mere rastie 
was he I yet did they hail this man, without hia 
own consent out of the country, as if they were 
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acting a play upon the stage, and adorned him with 
a counterfeit face ; they also put upon him the 
ncred garments, and upon cyery occasion instructed 
him what he was to do. This horrid piece of 
wickedness was sport and pastime with them, hut 
occasioned the other priests, who at a distance saw 
iheir Uw made a jest of, to shed tears, and sorely 
hunent the dissolution of such a sacred dignity. 

9. And now the people could no longer bear the 
insolence of this procedure, but did altogether run 
xealouslv, in order to overthrow that tyranny ; and 
indeed tney were Gorian the son of Joeephus, and 
Symeon the son of Gramaliel,* who encouraged 
them, by going up and down when they were as- 
sembled together m crowds, and as they saw them 
alone, to 1t>^ no longer, but to inflict punishment 
upon these pests and plagues of their freedom, and 
to purge the temple of these bloody polluters of it. 
The best esteemed also of the high-priests^ Jesus 
the son of iSamaU, and Ananus tlie son of Ananus, 
when they were at their assemblies, bitterly re- 
proached the people for their sloth, and excited 
them against the zealots ; for that was the name 
they went by, as if they were zealous in good un- 
dertakings, and were not rather zealous in the 
wfjTst actions, and extrayagant in them beyond the 
example of others. 

10. And now, when the multitude were gotten 
together to an assembly, and every one was in in- 
dignation at these men's seizing upon the sanctu- 
ary, at their rapine and murders, but had not ^et 
begun their attacks upon them (the reason of which 
was this, that they imagined it to be a difficult 
tbmg to suppress these zealots, as indeed the case 
was), Ananus stood in the midst of them, and cast- 
ing his eyes frequently at the temple, and haying 
a flood of tears in his eyes, he said, — ** Certainly it 
had been good for me to die before I had seen the 
house ol God full of so many abominations, or these 
sacred pUcee that ought not to be trodden on at 
random, filled with the feet of these blood- shedding 
▼illains ; yet do I, who am clothed with the vest- 
ments of the high-priesthood, and am called by 
that most venerable name [of high-priest], still 
live, and am but too fond of living, and cannot 
endure to undergo a death which would be the 
glory of my old age ; and if I were the only person 
concerned, and, as it were, in a desert, I would 
give up my life, and that alone for God's sake ; for 
to what purpose is it to live among a people insen- 
sible of their caUmities, and where there is no no- 
tion remaming of any remedy for the miseries that 
are upon them t for when you are seized upon you 
bear it 1 and when yon are beaten, you are silent 1 
and when the people are murdered, nobody dare so 
much as send out a groan openly 1 bitter ty- 
ranny that we are under 1 Bat why do I compUun 
of the tyrants 1 Was it not you, and your suffer- 
ance of them, that have nounshed them 1 Was it 
not yon that overlooked those that first of all got 
together, for they were then but a few, and by 
your silence made them grow to be many ; and by 
conniving at them when they took arms, in effect 
armed them against yoorselves ! You ought to 
have then prevented their first attempts, when 
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they fell a reproachmg your relations ; but by neg- > 
looting that care in time, you have encouraged 
these wretches to plunder men. When houses 
werepiUaged, nobody said a word, which was the 
occasion why they carried off the owners of those 
houses ; and when they were drawn through the 
midst of the city, nobody came to their assistance. 
They then proceeded to put those whom vou had 
betrayed into their hands, into bonds. I do not 
say how many, and of what characters those men 
were whom they thus served, but certamly they 
were such as were accused by none, and condemned 
by none ; and since nobody succoured them when 
they were in bonds, the consequence was, that you 
saw the same persons shun. We have seen this 
also ; so that still the best of the herd of brute 
animals, as it were, have been still led to be sacri- 
ficed, when yet nobody said one word, or moved 
his right hand for theur preservation. Will you 
bear, therefore,— will you bear to see your sanctn- 
aty trampled on t and will you ky steps for these 
profane wretches, upon which they may mount to 
higher degrees of insolence 1 WiU not yon pluck 
them down from their exaltation 1 for even by this 
time, they had proceeded to higher enormities, if 
they had been able to overthrow any thing greater 
than the sanctuary. They have seized upon the 
strongest place of the whole city ; yon may call it 
tiie temple, if you please, though it be like a cita- 
del or fortress. Now, while you have tyranny m 
so great a degree walled in, and see your enennes 
over your .heads, to what purpose is it to take 
counsel? and what have you to support your 
minds withal 1 Perhaps you wait for the Romans, 
that thoy may protect our holy pUces : are our 
matters then brought to that pass t and are we 
come to that degree of misery, that our enemies 
themselves are expected to pity us I O wretched 
creaturee 1 will not you rise up, and turn upon 
those that strike you t which you may observe in 
wild beasts themselves, that they will avenge them- 
selves on those that strike them. Will not yoa 
call to mind, every one of you, the caUmities you 
yourselves have suffered 1 nor Uy before your eyes 
what afflictions you yourselves have undergone t 
and will not such things sharpen your souls to re- 
venge f Is therefore that most honourable and 
most natural of our passions utterly lost, I mean 
the desire of liberty I Truly, we are in love with 
sUvery, and in fove with those that lord it over us, 
as if we had received that principle of subjection 
from our ancestors ! yet did they undergo many 
and great wars for the sake of liberty, nor were 
they so far overcome by the power of the Egyp- 
tians, or the Modes, but that they still did what 
they thought fit, notwithstanding their commands 
to the contrary. And what occasion is there now 
for a war with the Romans t (I meddle not with 
determining whether it be an advantageous and 
profitable war or not.) What pretence is there for 
it ! Is it not that we may enjoy our liberty t Be- 
sides, shall we not bear the lords of the habitable 
earth to be lords over us, and yet bear tyrants of 
our own country 1 Although I must say that sub- 
mission to foreigners may be borne, because for- 
tune hath ahready doomed us to it, while submis- 
sion to wicked people of our own nation is too un- 
manly, and brought upon us by our own consent. 
However, since 1 have had occasion to mention the 
Romans, I will not conceal a thing that, as I am 
speaking, comes into my mind, and affects ine coQ- 
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siderably ;— it is this, that though we should be 
taken bj them (God fofbid the event should be 
BO 1) yet can we undergo nothing that will be 
harder to be borne than what these men have al- 
ready brought upon us. How then can we avoid 
shedding of tears, when we see the Roman dona- 
tions in our temples, while we withal see those of 
of our own natiun taking our spoils, and plundering 
our glorious metropolis, and slaughtering our men, 
from which enormities those Romans themselves 
would have abstained t to see those Romans never 
going beyond the bounds allotted to profane per- 
Bons, nor venturing to break in upon any of our 
sacred customs ; nay, having horror upon their 
minds when they view at a distance those aaeied 
w4lls, while some thai have been bom in this very 
eountry, and brought up in our customs, and called 
Jews^ do walk about in the midst c^ the hoi v places, 
at the very time when their hands are suil warm 
with the slaughter of their own countrymen. Be- 
sides, can any one be afraid of a war abroad, and 
that with such as will have comparatively mudi 
mreater moderation than our own people have 1 
For truly, if we may suit our words to the things 
thev repressnt, it is probable one may hereafter 
find the Ramans to be supporters of our Uws^ and 
those within ourEclves the subverters of diem. 
And now I am persuaded that every one of you 
here comes satisfied before I speak, that these 
overthrowers of our liberties deserve to be de- 
stroyed, ahd that no body can so much as devise a 
punishment that they have not deserved by what 
thejjr have done, and that you are all provoked 
against them by those thdr wicked actions, whence 
you have suffered so greatly. But perhaps many 
of yoo are affrighted at the multitude of those zea- 
lotB, and at their audaeionsness, as well as at the 
advantage they have over us in their being higher 
m place than we axe ; for theie circumstances, ac 
they have been occasioned by your negligence, so 
will they become still greater by being still longer 
neglected ; for their multitude is every day aug- 
mented, by every ill man'c runnmg away to those 
that are like to themselves, and their audaciousness 
b therefore inflamed, because they meet with no 
obstruction to their dsBignf . And for their higher 
pUoe, thev will make uae of it fo: engines also, if 
we give them tune to do so ; but be assored of 
this, that if we go up to fight them, they will be 
made tamer k^y their own oonioancec, and what 
advantages they faavi in the height ol their oitua- 
tion, they will lose bv oit opposition oi their reason ; 
perhaps also God himseil, who hath been iSronted 
by them, will make wha^ tney throw at us return 
against themselves, ana these impious wretches 
will be killed by their own darts : let us but make 
our appearance before them, and thev will come to 
nothing* However, it is a right thhxg, if there 
should be any danger in the attempt, to die before 
these holy gstes, and to spend our very lives, if 
not for the sake of our children and wives, yet for 
God's sake, and for the sake of his sanetiuay. I 
will assist yon« both with my counsel and with my 
hand ; nor shall any sagacity of ours be wanting 
lor your support ; nor shall you see that I will be 
sparing of my body neitlier." 

11. By these motives Ananus encouraged the 
multitude to go against the zealots, although he know 
bow difficult it would be to disperse them, because 
of tlieir multitude, and then youth, and the courage 
of their souls ; but chiel^ because of the oonsciouii- 



ness of what they had done, since they would not 
yield, as not so much as hoping for pardon at the 
last for those their enormities. However, Ananua 
resolved to undergo whatever sufferings might come 
upon him, rather than overlook things, now they 
were in such great confusion. So the mulUtode 
cried out to him to lead them on apunst those whom 
he had described in his exhortation to thai ; and 
every one of them was most readily disposed to run 
any haxard whatsoever on that account. 

12. Now while Ananus was choosing out his men, 
and putting those that were proper for his purpose 
in arrav for fighting, the zealots got information ol 
his undertaking (for there were some who went to 
them, and told them all what the peoj^le were doing) 
and were irritated at it ; and leapmff out of the 
temple in crowds, and by parties, spared none whom 
they met with. Upon thisy Ananus got the popu- 
lace together on the sudden, who were more numer- 
ous indeed than the zealots, but inferior to them in 
arms, because they had not been regularfy put into 
array for fighting ; but the aUerity that every body 
showed, supplied all their defects on boAh sides, the ' 
citizens taking up so great a naasion as was stxonger 
than arms, and deriving a degree of courage from 
the temple, more forcible than any mcdtitode what- 
soever ; and indeed these citizens thought it was 
not possible for them to dwell in the city, unlesB 
they cut off the robbers that were in it The zea- 
lots also thought that unless they prevailed, there 
would be no punishment. so bad, but it would be 
inflicted on them. So their conflicts were condneted 
by their passions ; and at the first they only east 
stones at each other in the city, and threw their 
javelins at a distance ; but when either of them 
were too hard for the other, they made use of their 
swords ; and great slaughter was made on both iddesy 
and a great number were wounded. As for the 
dead bodies of the people, their relations carried 
them out to their own houses ; but when any of 
the zealots were wounded, he went up into the tem- 
ple, and defiled that sacred floor with his blood, in- 
somuch that one may say it was their bkM>d alone 
that polluted our sanctuary. Now in these conflicta 
the robbers always sallied out of the temple, and 
were too hard for their enemies ; but the popnUee 
grew very angry, and became more and more no- 
merous, and reproached those that gave back, and 
those behind would not afford room to those that 
were going off, but forced them on agBin, till at 
length they made their whole body to turn aguast 
their adversaries, and the robbers could no lon^ 
oppose them, but were forced i^adually to retire 
into the temple ; when Ananus and hia party fell 
into it at the same time together with them. * 
This horribly affrighted the robbers, because it 
deprived them of the first court ; so they fled into 
the inner court immediately, and shut the gates. 
Now, Ananus did not think fit to make any attack 
against the holy gates, although the othw threw 
their stones and dwts at them from above. He also 
deemed it unlawful to introduce the multitude into 
that court before they were purified ; he therefore 
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choose oat of them all by lot, six thousand armed 
men, and placed them as guards in the cloisterB ; 
BO there was a socoession of such ffoards one after 
another, and every one was forced to attend in his 
course ; although many of the chief of the city were 
dismissed by those that then took on them the go- 
vernment) upon their hiring some of the poorer sort, 
and sending them to keep the guard in tneir stead. 

13. Now it was John who, as we told you, ran 
away from Gischala, and was the occasion of all 
these being destroyed. He was a man of great 
craft, and bore about him in his soul a great passion 
after tyranny, and at a distance was the adviser in 
these actions ; and indeed at this time he pretended 
to be of the people's opinion, and went ail about 
with Ananus when he consulted the great men every 
day, and in the night-time also when he went round 
tile iK'ateh ; but he divulged their secrets to the 
zealots ; and eveiything tkat the people delibemtec 
about was by his means known to their enemies, 
even before it had been weU agreed upon by them- 
selves ; and by way of contrivance how he might 
not be brought into suspicion, he cultivated the 
greatest friendship possible with Ananus, and with 
the chief of the people ; yet did this overdoing of 
his turn against him, for he flattered them so ez- 
trava^tly, that he was but the more suspected ; 
and his constant attendance everywhere, even when 
he was not invited to be present, made him strongly 
suspected of betraying their secrets to the enemy ; 
for they plainly perceived that tliey understood all 
the resolutions taken against them at their consul- 
tations. Nor was there any one whom they had so 
much reason to suspect of that discovery as this 
John ; yet was it not easy to get quit of him, so 
potent was he grown by his wicked practices. He 
was also supported by many of those eminent men, 
who were to be consulted upcn all considerable af- 
fairs ; it was therefore thought reasonable to oblige 
him to give them assurance of his good>will upon 
oath ; accordingly John took such an oath readily, 
that he would be on the people's side, and would 
not betray any of their counsels or practices to 
their enemies, and would assist them in overthrow- 
ing those that attacked them, and that both by his 
hand and his advice. So Ananas and his party 
believed his oatii, and did now receive him to their 
oonsultatioBs without farther suspicion ; nay, so far 
did they believe fadm, that they sent him as their 
ambassador into the temple to the zealots, witli 
proposals of accommodation ; for they were very 
desuoos to avoid the pollution of the temple as much 
as they possibly could, and that no one of their na« 
tion should be shun therein. 

14. But now this John, as if his oath had been 
made to the zealots, and for confirmation of his 
good will to them, and not against them, went into 
the temple, and stood in the midst of them, and 
spake as follows : that he had run many hazards 
on their account^ and in order to let them know of 
everything that was secretly contrived against them 
by Anaaus and his party ; but that both he and 
they should be cast into the most inimitable danger, 
unleas some providential assistance were affoi^ed 
them ; for that Ananas made no longer delay, but 
had prevailed with the people to send ambassadors 
%o Vespasian to invite him to come presently and 
take the city ; and that he had appointed a fast for 
the next dMy agaiuflfc them, that they might obtain 
admission into the temple on a religious account^ 
or gain it by force, and fight with them there ; that 



he did not see how long they could either endure a 
seige, or how they could fight against so many ene- 
mies. He added farther, that it was by the provi- 
dence of God he was himself sent as an ambaraador 
to them for an accommodation ; for that Ananus 
did therefore offer them such proposals, that he 
might come upon them when they were unarmed ; 
that they ought to chose one of those two methods ; 
either to intercede with those that guarded them, 
to save their lives, or to provide some foreign as- 
sistance for themselves ; that if they fostered them- 
selves with the hopes of pardon, in case they were 
subdued, they had forgotten what desperate things 
they had done, or could suppose, that as soon as the 
actors repented, those that had suffered by them 
must be presently reconciled to them ; while those 
that have done injuries, though they pretend to re- 
pent of them, are frequently hated by the oUiers 
for that sort of repentance ; and that the sufferers, 
when the^ get the power into their hands, are 
usually still more severe upon the actors ; that the 
friends and'kindred of those that had been destroyed 
would always be laying plots against them, and that 
a large body of people were very angry on account 
of their gross breaches of their laws and [illegal] 
judicatures, insomuch that although some part 
might commiserate them, those would be quite 
overborne by the majority. 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE IDUMBANS BEING SENT FOB BY TTHB ZBAL019, 
CAME milEniATELT TO JTBRUSALEK ; AND WBBN 
TRET WEBE EXCLUDED OITC OP TBE CITT, THBT 
LAY ALL NIGHT THERE. JESUS, ONE OV THE 
HIOH-PRIESTS, HAKES A SPEECH TO THEX ; AND 
8IHON THE IDUHEAN MAKES A BEPLT TO IT. 

§ 1 . Now, by this craftv speech, John made the 
zealots afinud ; yet durst he not directly name what 
foreign assistance he meant, but in a covert way 
only intimated at the Idumeans ; but now that he 
might particiidarly irritate the leaders of the zealots, 
he calumniated Ananus, that he was about a piece 
of barbarity, and did in a special manner threaten 
them. These leaders were Eleazar, the son of 
Simon, who seemed the most plausible man of them 
all, both in eonsideriug what was fit to be done, and 
in the exeeatk>n of what he had determined upon, 
and Zecharias, the son of Phalek ; both of whom 
derived their fkmilies from the priests. Now, when 
these two men had heard, not only the common 
threatenings which belonged to them all, but those 
peculiarly Mvelled against themselves; andbesidee^ 
how Ananus and his party, in order to secure their 
own donunion, had invited the Romans to come to 
them, for that also was part of John's lie^ the^ 
hesitated a great while what they should do, consi- 
dering the shortness of the time by which they 
were straitened ; because the people were prepared 
to attack them very soon, and because the sudden- 
ness of the plot laid against them had almost cut 
off theur hopes of getting any foreign assistance ; 
for they might be under the height of their afflic- 
'tions before any of their confederates could be in- 
formed of it However, it was resolved to call in 
the Idumeans ; so they wrote a short letter to this 
effect : — That Ananus had imposed on* the people^ 
and waa betraying their metropolis to the Rmnaos | 
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<hat they Uiemselves had revolted from the rest, 
and were in custody in the the temple, on account 
of tiie preseryation of their liberty ; that there was 
but a small time left, wherein they might hope for 
their deliverance ; and that unless they woulci come 
immediately to their assistance, they should them- 
selves be soon in the power of Ananus, and the city 
would be in the power of the Romans. They also 
charged the messengers to tell many more circum- 
stances to the rulers of the Idumeans. Now, there 
were two active men proposed for the carrying of 
this message, and such as were well able to speak, 
and to persuade them that things were in this pos- 
ture, and, what was a qualification still more neces- 
sary than the former, they were very swift of foot ; 
for they knew well enough that these would imme- 
diately comply with their desires, as being ever a 
tnmultuouiB and disorderly nation, always on the 
watch upon every motion, delighting in mutations ; 
and upon your flattering them ever so little, and 
petitioning them, they soon take their arms, and 
put themselves into motion, and make *haste to a 
battle, as if it were to a feast There was indeed 
occasion for quick dispatch in the carrying of this 
message ; in which point the messengers were no 
way defective. Both their names were Ananias ; 
and they soon came to the rulers of the Idumeans. 

2. Now, these rulers were greatly surprised at 
the contents ol the letter, and at what those that 
came with it further told them ; whereupon they 
ran about the nation like madmen, and made pro- 
clamation that the people should come to war ; so 
a multitude was suddenlpr got together, soonor in- 
deed Uian the time appointed in the proclamation^ 
and every body cauffbt up their anns, in order to 
maintain the liberty c? their metropolis ; and twenty 
thousand of them were put into battle-array, and 
came to Jerusalem, under four commanders, John, 
and Jacob the son of Sosas ; and besides these- were 
Simon, the son of Cathbs, and Phineas, the son of 
Clusothus. 

3. Now this exit of the messengers was not known 
either to Ananus, or to the guards ; but the ap- 

E roach of the Idumeans was known to him ; for as 
e knew of it before they came, he ordered the gates 
to be shut against them, and that the walls should 
be guarded. Yet did not he by any means think 
of fighting against them, but, before they came to 
blows, to try what persuasions would do. Accord- 
ingly, Jesus, the eldest of the high-priests next to 
Ananus, stood upon the tower that was over againFt 
them, and said thus : — ** Many troubles indeed, aiid 
those of various kinds, have lallen upon this city, 
yet in none of tiiem have I so much wondered at 
her fortune as now, when you are come to assist 
wicked men, and this after a manner very extraor- 
dinary ; for i see that you are eome to support the 
vilest of men against us, and this with so great 
alacrity, as you could hardly put on the IHce, in case 
our metropolis had called you to her assistance 
against barbarians ; and if 'I had perceived tliat 
your army was composed of men like unto those 
who invited them, I had not deemed your attempt 
so absurd ; for nothing does so much cement the 
minds of men together as the alliance there is be- 
tween their manners ; but now for these men who 
have invited you, if you were to examine them one 
by one, every one of them would be found to have 
deserved ten thuusand deaths ; for the very ras- 
cality and oiTecouring of the whole country, who 
have spent in debauchery their own substance and, 



by wa^ of trial beforehand, have madly plundered 
the neighbouring villages and cities, in tne upshot 
of all, nave privately run together into this holy 
city. They are robbers, who by their prodigious 
wickedness have proCuiedthis mostssCTed floor, 
and who are to be now seen drinking themselves 
drunk in tlie sanctuary, and expending the spoils of 
those whom they have slaughtered upon their un- 
satiable bellies. As for the multitude that is with 
you, one may see them so decently adorned in their 
armour, as it would become them to be, had their 
metropolis called them to ^ler assistance against 
foreigners. What can a man call this procedure of 
yours but the sport of fortune, when he sees a whole . 
nation /Coming to protect a smk of wicked wretches t 
I have for a good while been in doubt what it oould 
possibly be that should move you to do this so sud- 
denly ; because certainly you would not take on 
your armour on the behalf of robbers, and against 
a people of kin to you, without some very great 
cause for your so doing ; but we have an item that 
the Romans are pretended, and that we are sup- 
posed to be going to betray this dty to them ; for ' 
some of your men have lately made a clamour about 
those matters, and have said they are come to set 
their metropolis free. Now, we cannot but admire 
at these wretches in their devising such a lie as tins 
against us ; for they knew there was no other way 
to irritate against us men that were naturally desir- 
ous of liberty, and on that account the best disposed 
to fight against foreign enemies, but by frammg a 
tale as if we were going to betray that most desir- 
able thing, liberty. But yon ought to consider 
what sort of people they are that raise this calumny, 
and against what sort of people that calumny is 
raised, and to gather the truth of thin^ not by fie- 
titiouB speeches, but out of the actions of both 
parties ^^for what occasion is there for us to sell 
ourselves to the Romans, while it was in our power 
not to have revolted from them at thefint, or, 
when we had once revolted, to have returned under 
their dominion again, and this while the neighbour- 
ing countries were not yet laid waste ! whereas it 
is not an easy thing to be reconciled to the Romans, 
if we were desirous of it, now they have subdued 
Galilee, and are thereby become proud and insolent ; 
and to endeavour to please them at the time when 
they are so near us, would bring such a reproach 
upon us as were worse than deaUi. As for mys^ 
indeed I should have pxeferxed peace with them 
before death ; but now we have once made war 
I upon them, and fought with them, I i>reler death 
with reputation, before living in captivity under 
them. But farther, whether do they pretend that 
we, who are the rulers of the people^ have sent thus 
privately to the Romans, or naUi it been done by 
the common suflfrages of the people 1 If it be our^ 
selves only that havo done it, let them name those 
friends of ours that have been sent, as our servants 
to manage this treachery. Hath any one been 
caught as he went out on this emnd, or seised 
upon as he came back! Are they in possession of 
our letters t How could we be concealed from sudi 
a vast number of our fellow-citizens, among whom 
we are conversant every hour, while what is done 
privately in the country is, it seems, known by the 
zealots, who are but few in number, and under con- 
finement also, and are not able to come out of the 
temple into Uie city 1 Is this the first time thai 
they are become sensible how tliey ought to be 
pmushed for their iusolent actions 1 For while 
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these men were free from the fear they are now 
mider, there was no suepioion raiaed that any of 
OB were traiton. But if they lay this charge agaonst 
the people, this mnst have heen done at public eon- 
snltationy and not one of the people mnst haTe dis- 
■ented from the rest of the assembly : in which 
CMC the public fiune of this matter would have come 
to yon sooner than any particular indication. But 
how could that be I Must there not then hare been 
ambassadoTB sent to confirm the agreements I And 
let them tell us who this ambaasa&r was, that was 
ordained for that purpose. But this is no other 
than a pretence of such men as are loath to die, 
and ore labouring to escape those punishments that 
hang oTer them ; for if fate had determined that 
this city was to be betrayed into its enemies' hands, 
no other than these men that accuse us falsely could 
have the impudence to do it, there being no wick- 
edneai wanting to complete their imj^udent practices, 
but this only that they become traitors. And now 
you Idumeans are come hither already with your 
arms ; it is your duty, in the first place, to be as- 
sisting to your metropolis, and to join with us in 
cutting off those tyrants that haye infringed the 
rules of our regular tribunals^ that have trampled 
upon our laws, and made their swords the arbitra- 
torsV right and wrong ; for they have seized upon 
men of great eminence, and under no accusation, 
MB they stood in the midst of the market-place, and 
tortured them with putting them mto bonds, and, 
without bearing to hear what they had to say, or 
what supplications they made, they destroyed them. 
Yon may, if you please, come into this city, though 
not in the way of war, and take a yiewof the marks 
■till remaining of what I now say, and may see the 
houses that have been depopulated by their rapaci- 
ens hands, wilJi those wiyes and iSunilies that are in 
%]aok, mourning for their slaughtered relations ; as 
also you may hear their groans and lamentations 
all the city over ; for there is nobody but hath 
tasted of the incursions of these profSsne wretches^ 
who haye proceeded to that degree of madness, as 
not only to have transferred Uieir impudent rob- 
beries out of the country, and the remote cities, 
into Uiis city, the very face and head of the whole 
nation, but out of the city into the temple also : for 
that is now nmde their roceptacle and refuge, and 
the fountain-h«ui whence their preparations are 
made against us. And this place, which is adored 
by the habitable world, and honoured by such as 
only know it by report, as far as the ends of the 
earth, is trampled ujpon by these wild beasts bom 
among oorselyea. They now triumph in the des- 
perate conditioQ they are already m, when they 
hear that one people is gomg to fight against ano- 
tiier people, and one city against another city, and 
that your nation hath gotten an army together 
against its own bowels. Instead of which proce- 
dure, it were highly fit and reasonable, as I said 
before, for you to join with us in cutting off these 
wretches, and m particuhr to be reven^ on them 
for putting this very cheat upon you ; I mean, for 
havmg the impudence to invite yon to assist them, 
of whom they ought to have stood in fear, as ready 
to punish them. But if you have some regard to 
these men's invitatwn of yon, yet may you lay aside 
your aims, and come into the city nnider the notion 
of our kindred, and take upon yon a middle name 
between that of auxiliaries and of enemies, and so 
become judges in this case. However, consider 
what these men will gain by being called into judg- 



ment before yon, for such undeniable and sncil 
flagrant crimes, who would not vouchsafe to hear 
such as had no accusations laid against them to 
speak a word for themselves. However, let them 
gain this advantage by your coming. But still, if 
you will' neither teke our part in that indignation 
we have at these men, nor judge between us, the 
third thing I have to propose is this, that you let 
us both alone, and neither insult upon our calami- 
ties, nor abide with these nlotters against thehr me- 
tropolis ; for though you snould have ever so great 
a suspicion that some of us have discoursed with 
the Romans, it is in your power to watch the pas- 
sages, into the city ; and in case any thing that we 
have been accused of is brought to light, then to 
come and defend your metropolis, and to inflict 
punishment on those that are found guilty ; for 
the enemy cannot prevent yon who are so near to 
the city. But if, after all, none of these proposals 
seem acceptable and moderate, do not you wonder 
that the gates are shut aminst you, while yon 
bear your arms about you.^ 

4. Thus spake Jesus ; yet did not the multitude 
of the Idumeans give any attention to what he said, 
but were in a rage, because they did not meet with 
a ready entrance into the city. The generals also 
had indignation at the offer of laying down their 
arms, and looked upon it as equal to a captivity to 
throw them away at any man's injunctions whom- 
soever. But Simon'^ the son of Cathlas, one of their 
commanders, with much ado quieted tiie tumult ot 
his own men, and stood so that the high priests 
might hear him, and said as foUows : — " I can no 
longer wonder that the patrons of liberty are under 
custody in the temple, since there are those that 
shut the gates of our common city * to their own 
nation, and at the same time are preparing to admit 
the Romans into it ; nay, perhaps are disposed to 
crown the gates with garlands at their coming, while 
they speak to the Idumeans from their own towers, 
and enjoin them to throw down their arms which 
tiiey have taken up for the preservatbn of its li- 
bexiy ; and while tney will not intrust the guard of 
onr metropolis to their kindred, profess to make 
them judges of the differences tiiat are among 
them ; nay, while they accuse some men of having 
«1ain others without a legal trial, the^ do them- 
es ves condemn a whole nation, after an ignominiooa 
manner, and have now walled up that city from 
their own nation, which used to be open even to 
foreigners that came to wonhip there. We have 
indeed come in great haste to you, and to a war 
against our own countrymen ; amd the reason why 
we have made sudi haste is this, that we may pre« 
serve that freedom which you are so unhappy as 
to betray. You have probably been guilty of the 
like crimes against those whom yon keep in custody 
and have, I suppose, collected together the like 
plausible pretences aninst them also that yon make 
use of against us ; after which yon have gotten the 
mastery of those within the temple, and keep them 
in custody, while they are only taking care of the 
public affiurs. You have also shut the gates of 
the city in general against nations that are the 
most nearly related to you ; ^d while you eive 
such injurious commands to others, you complaia 
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that yoa bare been tyrannized over by them, and 
ftx tlie name of nnjoat goyemon upon such as are 
tyrannized oyer by yourselyes. Who can bear 
tnisy your abuse of words, while they bayea regard 
to the contrariety of your actions, unless you mean 
this, that those Idumeans do now exclude 'you out 
of your metropolis, whom you exclude from the 
sacred offices of your own country I One may in- 
deed justly complain of those that are besieged in 
the temple, that when they had courage enough to 
punish tnose tyrants, whom you call emment men, 
and free from any accusations, because of their 
being your companions in wickedness, they did not 
begin with you, and thereby cut off beforehand the 
most dangerous parts of this treason. But if these 
men have been more merciful than the public ne- 
cessity required, we that are Idumeans will pre- 
serye this noose of God, and will fight for our com- 
mon country, and will oppose by war as well those 
that attack them from abroad, as those that betray 
them from within. Here will we abide before the 
walk in our armour, until either the Romans grow 
weaxy in waiting for you, or you become friends to 
liberty, and repent of what you haye done against 
it" 

5. And now did the Idumeans make an accla- 
mation to what Simon had said ; but Jesus went 
away sorrowful, as seeing that the Idumeans were 
against all moderate counsels, and that the city 
was besieged on both sides ; nar indeed were the 
minds of the Idumeans at rest ; for they were in 
a rage at the injury that had been offered them by 
their exclusion out of the city ; and when they 
thought the zealots had been strong, but saw no- 
thing of theirs to support them, they were in doubt 
About the matter, and many of them repented that 
they had come thither. But the shame that would 
attend them in case they returned without doing 
any thing at all, so far oyercame their repentance, 
that they lay all night before the wall, though in a 
yer^ bad encampment ; for there broke out a pro- 
«Iigious storm in the night, with the utmost yiolence, 
and yery strong winds, with the hurgest showers of 
rain, and continual lightnings, terrible thunderings, 
:ind amazing coneusBions and bellowinga of the earth, 
that was in an earthquake. These things were a 
manifest indication that some destructiou was com- 
ing upon men, when the system of the world was 
put into this disorder ; and any one would guess 
that these wonders foreshowed some grand calami- 
ties that were coming. 

6. Now the opinion of the Idumeans and of the 
citizens was one and the same. The Idumeans 
thought that God was angry at their taking arms, 
niid that they would not escape punishment lor their 
making war upon their metropolis. Ananus and his 
parry thought that they had conquered without 
fighting, and that God acted as a general for them ; 
but truly they prayed both ill conjectures at what 
was to come, and made those eyents to be ominous 
to their enemies, while they were themelyes to un- 
dergo the ill effects of them ; for the Idumeans 
icacvd one another by uniting their bodies into one 
band, and thereby kept themseWes warm, and con- 
necting their sbeild^yer their heads, were not so 
much hurt by the rain. But the zealots were more 
deeply concerned for the danger these men were in 
than they were for themselyes, and got together, and 
looked about them, to see whether they could de- 
vise any means of assisting them. The hotter Eort 
of them thought it best to force their guards with 



their arms, and after that to fall into the midst of 
the city, and publicly open the gates to those that 
came to their assistance ; as supposing the guards 
would be in disorder, and giye wav at such an un- 
expected attempt of theirs, esoeeially as the greater 
partof them were unarmed and unskilfnl in the a&ir 
of war ; and that besides, thamultitude of thecitijens 
would not be easily gathered together, bat ooufined 
to their houses by the storm ; and that if there were 
any hazard in theur undertaking, it became them 
to suffer any thing whatsoeyer themselves, valher 
than to overlook so great a multitude as were mi- 
serably perishing on their account. But the niore 
prudent part of them disapproved of this forcible 
method, because they saw not only the gnards 
about them very numerous, but the walls of the 
city itself carefully watched, by reason of the Ida- 
means. They also supposed that Ananua would be 
everywhere, and visit the guards evesy hoar ; 
which indeed was done upon other nights, but was 
omitted that night, not by reason of any slothful- 
ness of Ananus, but by the overbearing appoints 
ment of fate, that so boih he himself might p«nfl^ 
and the multitude of the guards might perish with 
him ; for truly, as the night was far gone, and the 
storm very terrible, Ananua gave the guards in 
cloisters leave to go to sleep ; while it came into 
the heads of the zealots to make use of the sawa 
belonging to the temple, and to oat the bars of the 
gates to pieces. The noise of the wind, and that 
not inferior sound of the thunder, did here also eon- 
spire with their designs, that the noise of the sawa 
was not heard by the oUiecs. 

7. So they secretly went out of the temple to the 
wall of the city, and made use of their saws, and 
opened that gate which was over-against the Idu- 
means. Now at first there eame a fear upon the 
Idumeans thcdnaselves, which distorbed them, as 
imagining that Ananus and his portj w«te eomin^ 
to attack them, so that every one of them had bia 
right hand upon his sword, in order to deliend him- 
s& ; but they soon came to know who they were 
that eame to them, and were entered the city. 
And had the Idumeans then fallen upon the d^, 
notlung could have hindered them from destroying 
the people^ every man of them, such was the rage 
they were in at that time ; but they first of all 
made hasto to get the zealots out of custody, which 
those that brought them in earnestly desind them 
to do, and not overlook those for whose sake they 
were oome, in the midst of their distresses, nor to 
bring them into a still greater danger ; for that 
when they hod once seized upon we guards, it 
would be easy for them to fall upon the city ; but 
that if the oity were once alarmed, they woold not 
then be able to overcome those guards, beeanse as 



soon as they should perceive they were there, they 
would put themselves in order to fight them, and 
would hinder their coming into the temple. 



CHAPTER V. 

THS CRUBLTT OF THZ IBUMBANS, WBBIT TEXT WBRS 
OOXTKlf INTO TUB TBNPLB, DOBUIO TUB STOBH ; 
AMD OP THB ZBALOXS. OONCBBMIMO THB BLAUOH- 
TBB OF AliAMUS, AMD JBSUS, AMD ZACHaBIAB ; 
AMD HOW THB IDUUBAMS BBTIBBO BOMB. 



( 1. This advice pleased the 
ascended through the city to the 



and they 
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loto were also in ^preat expectation of their ooming, 
and eameatly waited for them. When therefore 
tbeee were entering, they also came boldly ont of 
Uie innet temple, and mixing themselres with the 
Idomeane, they attacked the guards ; and some of 
thoee that were npon the watch, but were fallen 
asleep, they killed as they were asleep ; but as those 
tfiat were now awakened made a ciy, the whole 
multitude arose, and in the amazement they were 
in caught hold of their arms immediately, and be- 
took themselTS to their own defence ; and so long 
as they thought they were only the zealots who 
attacked them, they went on b<Hdly, as hoping to 
overpower them by tlieir number ; but when they 
saw others pressing in upon them also, they per- 
oeived the Idumeans were got in ; and the greater 
part of them laid aside their arms, together with 
their courage, and betook themselres to lamenta- 
tions. But 9Dme few of the younger sort oorered 
themselres with their armour, and raliantly re- 
eeired the Idumeans, and for a while protected the 
multitude of old men. Others, indeed, gare a sig- 
nal to those that were in the city of the cabunities 
they were in ; but when these were also made sen- 
sible that the Idumeans were come in, none of them 
durst come to their assistance ; only they returned 
the terrible echo of wailin|[, and hunented their 
misfortunes. A great howliog of the women was 
excited also, and erery one of the guards were in 
danger of being killed. The zealots also joined in 
the shouts raised by the Idumeans ; and the storm 
itbelf rendered the cry more terrible ; nor did the 
Idumeans spare anybody ; for as they are nata- 
rally a barbarous and bloody nation, and had been 
cUstreased by the tempest, they made use of their 
weapons against those that had shut the gates against 
them, and acted in the same manner as to those that 
nipplicaied for their lives, and to those that fought 
them, insomuch that they ran those through with 
their swords who desired them to remember the 
relation there was between them, and begged of 
them to hare regard to their common temple. Now 
there was at present neither any pUoe for flight nor 
any hope for preserration ; hot as they were driren 
one upon another in heaps, so were they slain. Thus 
the greater part were driren together by force, as 
there was now no plaoe of retuement, and the mur- 
derers were upon them ; and, baring no other way, 
threw themselres down headlong into the city; 
whereby, in my opinion, they umierwent a more 
miserable destruction than that which they aroided, 
because that was a voluntary one. And now the 
outer temple was all of it orerflowed with blood ; 
and that day^ as it came on, saw eight thousand fire 
huudred dead bodies there. 

2. But the rage of the Idumeans was not sati- 
ated by these slaughters ; but they now betook 
themselres to the city, and plundered erery house, 
and slew erery ono they met ; and for the multi- 
tude, they esteemed it needless to go on with killing 
them, but they sought for the high-priests, and the 
genenlity went with the greatest zeal against them ; 
and as soon as they caught them they slew them, 
and then standing upon ueir dead bodies, in way of 
jest upbraided Ananus with his kindness to the peo- 
ple, and Jesus with his speech nwde to them &om 
the wML Nay, they proceeded to that degree of 
impiety, as to cast away their bodies without burial, 
aliiioogh the Jews used to take so much care of 
the burial of men, that they took down those that 
were cfmdemned and cmeiiied, and buried them 



before the goini: down of the sun. I should not 
mistake if I said that the death of Ananus was the 
beginning of the destruction of the city, and that 
from this rery day may be dated the overthrow of 
her wall, and the ruin of her affairs, whereon they 
saw their high-priest, and the procurer of theur 
preserration shtin in the midst of the cit}*. He was 
on other occounts a venerable, and rery just man ; 
and besides the grandeur of that nobility, and dig- 
nity, and honour, of which he was possessed, he had 
been a lorer of a kind of parity, eren with regard to 
the meanest of the people ; he was a prodigious lorer 
of liberty, and an admirer of democracy m gorem- 
ment ; and did ever prefer the public wel&re be* 
fore his own adrantage, and preferred peace abore 
all things ; for he was thoroughly sensible that the 
Romans were not to be conquered. He altio fore- 
saw that of necessity a war would follow, Rnd that 
unless the Jews made up matters with them rm 
dexterondy, they would be destroyed : to say all 
in a word, if Ananus had surrired they had cer- 
tainly oompounded matters ; for he was a shrewd 
man in spnking and persuading the people, and had 
ahready gotten the masterr of those that opposed 
his designs, or were for the war. And the Jews 
had then put abundance of deUys in the way of the 
Romans, if they had had such a general as he was. 
Jesus was also joined with him ; and although he 
was inferior to him upon the comparison, he was 
superior to the rest ; and I cannot but think that 
it was because God had doomed this city to de^ 
stnietion, as a polluted city, and was resolred to 
purge his sanctuaiy by fiiw, that be cut off these 
its great defenders and wellvrishers, while those that 
a little before had worn the sacred garments, and 
had presided orer the public worship,* and had been 
esteoned renerable by thoee that dwelt on the whole 
habitable earth when they came into our eity,were 
cast out naked, and seen to be the food of dogs and 
wild beasts. And I cannot but imagine that rurtue 
itself groaned at these men's ease, and lamented 
that she was here so terribly conquered by wid^ed* 
ness. And this at last was the end of Ananus and 
Jesus. 

8. Now after these were slain, the zealots and 
the multitude of Idumeans fell npon the people as 
upon a flock of prolane animals^ and ent their 
tbroats ; and, for the ordinaiy sort, they were de- 
stroyed in what pUoe soever they canght them. 
But for the noblemen and the vouth, they first caught 
them and bound them, and shut them up in prison, 
and put off their slaughters, in hopes that some of 
them would turn over to their party ; but none of 
them wouldcomply with their desires, but all of them 
preferred death before being enrolled among such 
wicked wretehes as acted against their own country. 
But this refusal of theirp brought upon them terri- 
ble torments ; for they were so scourged end tor- 
tured, that their bodies were not able to sustain 
their torments, till at lensth, and with difllculty, 
they had the favour to be dain. These whom they 
caught in the day-time, were slain in the night, and 
•then their bodies were carried out and thrown away, 
that there might be room foi^ other prisoners ; and 
the terror that was upon all tne people was so great, 
that no one had courage enough either to weep 
openly for the dead man that was related to him, 

* KoaiWOf dpfia'K€Uly or^wonlly wanlilp,"MUittMitlMrt« 
tb« H«bff«w« calk iht Meuiary Oycoy K0<rfiUSO9 ••» irarlAly 
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or bury him ; but those that were shut up in 
their own houses, could only shed tears in secreti 
and durst not even groan without great cautiou, 
lest an^ of their enemies should hear them ; for if 
they didy those that mourned for others soon un- 
derwent the same death with those whom they 
mourned for. Only in the ni|^ht-time they would 
take up a little dust and throw it upon their bodies | 
and even some that were the most ready to expose 
themselves to danger, would do it in the day-time : 
and there were twelve thousand of the better sort 
who perished in this manner. 
. 4. And now these zealots and Idumeans were 
quite weary of barely killing men, so they had the 
impudenee of setting up fictitious tribunals and 
iudioatures for that purpose ; and as they intended 
to have Zacharii^s,* the son of Baruch, one of the 
most eminent of the citizens, slain, — so what pro- 
voked them against him was, that hatred of wick- 
edness and love of liberty which were so eminent 
in him : he was also a rich man, so that by taking 
him off, they did not only hope to seize his effects, 
but iJso to get fid of a man that had great power 
to destroy them. So they called together, by a 
public proclamation, seventy of the principal men 
of the populace, fur a show, as if they were real 
judges, while they had no proper authority. Be- 
fore these was Zachorias accused of a design to 
betray their polity to the Romans, and having trai- 
torooaly sent to Vespasian for that purpose. Now 
tliere appeared no proof or sign of what he waf 
accused ; bat they affirmed themselves that they 
were well persuaded that so it was, and desirco 
that such their affirmation might be taken for suf- 
ficient evidence. Now when Zacharias clearly sa« 
that there was no way remaining for his escape 
from them, as having been treacherously called be- 
fore them, and then put in prison, but not with any 
intention of a legal trial, he took great liberty of 
•peeoli, in that despair of life he was under. Ac- 
cordingly he stood up, and laughed at their pre- 
tended accusation, and in a few words confuted 
the crimes laid to his charge ; after which he 
turned his speech to his accusers, and went over 
distinctly all their transgressions of the law, and 
made heavy lamentations upon the confusion they 
had brought public affairs into : in the meantime 
the zealots grew tumultuous, and had much ado to 
abstain from drawing their swords, although they 
designed to preserve the appearance and show of 
judicature to the end. They were also desirous, 
on other accounts, to try the judges, whether they 
would be mindful of what was just at their own 
peril. Now the seventy judges brought in their 
verdict, that the person accuwd was not guilty, — 
M choosing x-ather to die tliemselves with nun, than 
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to have his death kid at their doors ; hereopest 
there arose a great damonr of the zealots i _ 
acquittal, and they all had indignation at the j 
for not understanding that the authority that i 
given them was but in jest So two of the boldest 
of Uiem fell upon Zacharias in the middle of the 
temple, and slew him ; and as he fell down dead 
they bantered him, and said, ^ Thou hast also our 
verdict, and this will prove a more sure acquittal 
to thee than the other." They also threw hint 
down out of the temple inmiediately in the vallejr 
beneath it. Moreover they struck the judges with 
tiie backs of their swords, by way of abuse, and 
thrust them out of the court of the temple, and 
spared their lives with no other design than that, 
when they were dispersed among the people in the 
city, they might become their messengers to let 
them know they were no better than slaves. 

5. But by this time the Idumeans repented cl 
their coming, and were displeased at what had 
been done ; and when they were assembled toge- 
ther by one of the zealots, who had come privately 
to them, he declared to them what a number of 
wicked pranks they had themselves done in con- 
junction wiUi those that invited them, and gave a 
particular accotmt of what mischiefs had been done 
against their metropolis. — He said, that they had 
taken arms, as though the high-priests were betray- 
iuflr their metropolis to the Romans, but had found ' 
no indication of any such treachery : but that they 
had succoured those that had pretended to believe 
such a thing, while they did themselves the works of 
war and tyranny after an insolent manner. It had 
been indeed their business to have hindered them 
from such their proceedings at the first, but seeing 
they had once been partners with them in shedding 
the blood of their own countiymen, it was fa^h 
time to put a stop to such crimes, and not oontinne 
to Bffota any more assistance to such as are sub- 
verting the laws of their forefathers ; for that if 
any had taken it ill that the gates had been shut 
against them, and they had not been permitted to 
come into the city, yet that those who had excluded 
them have been punished, and Ananus is dead, 
and that ahnost all those people have been destroy- 
ed in one night's time. That one may perceive 
many of themselves now repenting for what they 
had done, and might see the horrid barbariW of 
those that had invited them, and that thev had no 
regard to such as had saved them ; that they were 
so impudent as to perpetrate the vilest things, 
under the eyes of those who had supported them, 
and that their wicked actions would be laid to the 
charge of the Idumeans, and would be so laid to 
their charge, till somebodv obstructs their projoeed- 
ings, or separates himseu from the same wicked 
action ; that they therefore ought to retire home, 
since the imputation of treason appears to be a e»> 
lumny, and that there was no expectation of the 
coming of the Romans at this time, and that the 
government of the city was secured by such walls 
as cannot easily be thrown down ; and, by avoids 
ing any fiurther fellowship wiA these bad men, to 
make some excuse for themselves, as to what they 
had been so far deluded, as to have been partnera 
with them hitherto. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

now THB IBALOTS, WHEN THBT WBRB FBBBD PKOM 
THB IDUMBAK8, 8LBW A OBBAT MANY MOBB OF 
THB CITIZfiNS ; AND HOW VESPASIAN DISSUADED 
THB B0MAN8, WHBN THBT WEBB VERY BA&NEST 
TO VABCH AGAINST THB JEWS, FBOM P&OCBBDIMO 
IN THB WAR AT THAT TIME. 

J I. Thb IdumeaDS complied with these persna- 
sions ; and in the first place, they set those that 
were in the prisons at liberty, being about two 
thousand of the popuhuse, who tbezeapon fled away 
immediately to Simon, one whom we shall speak 
of presently. After which these Idumeans retired 
to Jenuslem, and went home ; which depsrtore 
of theirs was a great surprise to both parties ; for 
the people, not knowing of their repentance, pulled 
np their courage tor a while, as eased of so many 
of their enemies, while the zealots grew more in- 
solent, liot as deserted by their confederates, but 
as £reed from such men as might hinder their de- 
signs, and put some stop to their wickedness. Ac- 
cordingly tney made no longer any delay, nor took 
4ny deliberation in their enormous practises, but 
made use of the sliortest methods for all their ex- 
ecutions ; and what they had once resolved upon, 
they put In practice sooner than any one could 
im^gme; but their thirst was chiefly after the 
blood of valiant men, and men of good families ; 
the one sort of whom they destroyed out of envv, 
the other out of fear ; for they thought their whole 
security lay in leaving no potent men ative ; on 
which account they slew Gorion, a person eminent 
in dignity, and on account of his family also ; he 
was also for democracy, and of as great boldness 
and freedom of spirit as were any of the Jews who^ 
soever ; the principal thing that ruined him, added 
to his other advantages, was his free-spesJLing. 
Nor did Niger of Perea escape their hands ; he 
had been a man of great valour in their war with 
the Romans, but was now drawn through the mid- 
dle of the city, and, as he went, he frequently cried 
out, and showed the scars of his wounds; and 
when he was drawn out of the gates, and despaired 
of his preservation, he besought them to grant him 
a burial ; but as they had threatened him before- 
hand not to ^pant him any spot of earth for a grave, 
which he chiefly desired of them, so did they slay 
him twithout permitting him to be buriedj. Now 
when they were slaying him, he made this impre- 
cation upon them, that they might undergo both 
famine and pestilence in this war, and besides all 
that, tfaev might come t» the mutual slaughter of 
one another ; all which imprecations God confirm- 
ed against these impious men» and was what came 
most justly upon them, when not long afterward 
they tasted of their own madness in their mutual 
seditions one a^|ain8t another. So when this Niger 
was killed, their fears of being overturned were 
diminished, and indeed there was no part of the 
people but they found out some pretence to destroy 
them ; for some were therefore shun, because they 
bad had differ^ces with some of them ; and as to 
those that had not opposed them in times of peace, 
they watched seasonable opportunities to gain 
some accusation agamst them ; and if any one did 
not come near them at all, he was under their sus- 
picion as a proud man ; if any one came with bold- 
.ness, he was esteemed a contemner of them ; and 



if any one came as aiming to oblige them, he wsa 
supposed to have some treacherous plot against 



them ; while the only punishment of crimes, whe- 
ther iey were of the _ 
was death. Nor could any one escape, unless he 



' greatest or smallest sort 



were very inconsiderable, either on account of the 
meanness of his birth, or on account of his fortune. 

2. And now all the rest of the commanders of 
the Romans deemed this sedition among their ene- 
mies to be of great advantage to them, and were 
very earnest to march to the city ; and they urged 
Vespasian as their lord and general in all cases, to 
make hnite, and said to him. That *< the providence 
of God is on oor side, by setting our enemies at 
variance against one another ; that still the change 
in such cases may be sudden, and the Jews may 
quickly be at one again, either becMise they may 
be tired out with their civil miseries, or repent 
them of such doings." But Vespasian replied, 
that they were greatly mistaken in what they 
thought fit to be done, as those that, upon the 
theatre love to make a show of their hands, and of 
theur weapons, but do it at thew own hazard, with- 
out considering what was for tlieir advantage, and 
for their security ; for that if they now go and at- 
tack the city immediately, they shall but occasion 
their enemies to unite together, and shall convert 
their force, now it is in its height, against them- 
selves; but if they stay awhile they shall have 
fewer enemies, because they will be consumed in 
this sedition : that God acts as general of ^e Ro- 
mans better than he can do, and is givmg the Jews 
np to them without anpr pains of thew own, and 
granting theur army a victory without any danger ; 
that therefore it is their best way, while theur ene- 
mies are destroying each other with their own 
hands, and falling into the greatest mbfortunes, 
which is that of sedition, to sit still as spectators 
of the dangers they run into, rather than to fight 
hand to hand with men that love murdering, and 
are mad one against another. ** But if any one 
imagines that the glory of victory, when it is sot- 
ten without fighUng, will be more insipid, let nim 
know this much, that a glorious success, quietly 
obtained, is more profitable than the dflAgers of 
a batUe ; for wo ought to esteem those that do 
what is agreeable to temperance and prudence, no 
less glorious than those that have gained great re- 
putation by theur actions in war : that he shall 
lead on his arm^ with greater force when their 
enemies are diminished, and his own army refresh- 
ed after the continual labours they had undei'gone. 
However, that this is not a proper time to propose 
to ourselves the glory of victory ; for tliat the Jews 
are not now employed in making of armour or 
bmldine of walls, nor indeed of gettmg together 
auxilianes, while the advantage will be on their 
side who gave them such opportunity of delay ; 
but that the Jews are vexed to pieces every day by 
their civil wars and dissensions, and are under 
greater misfortunes than, if they were once taken, 
could be inflicted on them by us. Whether therec 
fore, any one has regard to what is for our safety, 
he ought to suffer those Jews to destroy one ano- 
ther ; or whether he hath tegud to the greater 
glory of the action, we ought by no means to med- 
dle vrith these men, now they are afflicted with a 
distemper at home ; for should we conquer them^ 
it would be said the oonauest was not owing to our 
bravery, but to their seditiQn." 

9. And now the commanders jmned in their ap 
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probation of what YeBpanan bad said, and it was I 
soon dissoTered how wise an opinion he had giren ; 
and indeed many (here were of the Jews tmit de- 
serted every day, and fled away from the sealots, 
altboagh their flight was rery difficult, sinoe they 
had guarded every passage oat of the city, and 
slew every one that was eanght at them, as taking 
it for granted they weore going over to the Romans ; 
yet dfd. he that gave them money get dear off, 
while he that gave them none was voted a traitor. 
So the apshot was this, that the rich porchased 
their flight by moneyy while none bat ihe poor weM 
slain. Along ail the roads also vast nnmbers of 
dead bodies lay in heaps, and even many of those 
that were so sealoos in deserting, at length ehoose 
rather to perish within the eity ; for tM hopes of 
burial made death tn their own city appear of the 
two leas terrible to them* Bat these zealots eame 
at last to that degree of barbarity, as not to bestow 
a banal either on those slain in the city, or on 
those that lay along the roads ; but as if they had 
made an agreement ta cancel both the laws of their 
coontry and the laws of nature, and, at the same 
time that they defiled men with their wicked so- 
tions, ,thev woold pollute the Divinity itself also, 
they left the dead bodies to putrify under the son : 
and the same punishment was allotted to sueh as 
buried any, as to those that deserted, whidi was 
no other than death ; while he that granted the 
fsvoor of a ;^ve to another, would presently stand 
in need of a.grave himself. To say all in a word, 
no other gentle passion was so entirely lost among 
them as mercy ; for what were the greatest objects 
of pity did most of all irritate these wretches, and 
they transferred thdr rage from the living to those 
that had been slain, and from the dead to the liv- 
ing. Nay» the terror was so very great, that he 
who survived called them that were first dead 
happy, as being at rest abread^ ; as did those that 
were under torture in the pnsons, dedare, that^ 
upon this comparison, those that lay unburied 
were the happiest. These men, therefore^ trampled 
upon all the Jaws of man, and laughed at the laws 
of God ; and for the oracles of the prophets, they 
ridiculed them as the tricks of joggleis ; yet did 
these prophets foretell many things concerning [the 
rewards of] virtue, and [punishments of] vice, 
which when these zealots violated, they occasioned 
the fulfilling of thoee very propheries belonging to 
their own country : for there was a certain aaeieat 
oracle of those men, that the city should then be 
taken and the sanctuary burnt, by right of war,' 
when a sedition should invade the Jews, and their 
own hand should pollute the temple of Gtod.* Now, 
while these zealots did not [quite] disbelieve these 
predictions, they made themselves the instruments 
of their accomplishment 

• This pradletlon. Uiat th« dtf ( Jcnawlcm) •bouM thuk ** b* takm, 
' tlMHii«tiiar7MUBt"-^-"- * " ' ^.^.^ 



CHAPTER VII. 

HOW JOHN TT&ANNIZBD OVBB THB REST ; JUtO WHAT 
MISCHIKFS THB ZBALOTS DID AT MASADA. HOW 
ALSO VESPASIAN TOOK OADAHA ; AND WHAT AO- 
TI0N8 WBBB PZAFOUIBD BT PLACIOOS. 

$ I. Br this time John was beginiiing to tyrannize, 
and thought it beneath him to aeoept of bafely the 
same honours that others had ; and joining to him- 
self by degrees a party of the most wicked of diem 
all, he bruM oif from the rest of the faction. This 
was brought about by his still disagreeing with the 
opmions of others, and in giving out injunctions of 
his own, in a very imperious manner ; so that it ^ 
was evident he was setting ap a monarchical power. ' 
' * ' " ' fea 



t by right of wr, when a miHUmi should InTwto 

tha Jowa, and their own huuta thouhl pollute that temple ;" or, ae It ta 
b. vl. eh. 11. aeofc. 1, *'wben any one>hoaId begin toalaj hleeountTTmen 
la the eltgr." la wanting In our proeent eoplea of the Old Testament. 
BeeEiaaxen tha Oldl^Ument, p. lOi-lia. But this pndloUon, aa 
JoMphna weU remarin hers, thoi^, with other predtetlons of the pro. 
phets, U wae now laughed at by the seditions, waa by their very means 
"jrftilfllled. However, I eannot bat hers take notice of Oio. 



ttwra pestUTe assertion upon 
that 'Mt ought to be taken ^ 
Mielioas ef the Jewish 
Vymeosery.*' Whersss, 
ll has no ovldsnoe nor - 



probability at all. 



Now some submitted to nun out of their fear of 
him, and others out of their ^ood-wOl to him ; for 
he was a shrewd man to entice men to him, botii 
by deluding them and patting cheats upon them. 
Nay, many there were that bought diey should be 
Bsfer themselves, if the causes of their past insolent 
actions should now be reduced to one head, and 
not to a great many. His activity was so great, 
and that both in action and counsel, that he bad 
not a few guards about him ; yet was there a great 
party of hu antagonists that left him ; among whom 
envy at him weiehed a ^reat deaL while they 
thought it a very heavy ihmg to be m subjection 
to one thstwas formerly their equal. But the 
main reason tfiat moved men against him was the 
drsad of mcmarcfay, for tfaev could not hope easily 
to put an end to his power, if he had once obtained 
it ; and yet they knew that he would have this 
pretence always against them, that they had oppo- 
sed him when he was flnt advanced ; while every 
one choss rather to suffer any thing whatsoever in 
war, than that, when they had been in a vdontary 
slavery for some time, they shoald afterwards 
perish. So the sedition was divided into two parts, 
and John reigned in opposition to his adversaries 
over one of them : but for their leaders, they 
watched one another, nor did they at all, or at 
least very little, meddle with arms in their quar- 
rels ; but they fought earnestly against the people, 
and contended one with another which of them 
should bring home the greatest prey. But because 
the dty had to struggle with tluree of the gNstest 
misfortunes, war, and tyranny, and sedition, it ap- 
peared, upon t}ie comparison, that the war was the 
least troublesome to the populace of them alL 
Accordingly they ran away from thev own houses 
to foreigners, and obtamed that preservatbn from 
the Romans, which they despured to obtain amoqg 
their own pe<^le. 

2. And now a fourth misfortune arose, in ordet 
to bring our nation to destruction. There waa a 
fortress of very great strength not fsr from Jeru- 
salem, which had been built by our ancient kings^ 
both as a repository for their effects in l^e hanids 
of war, and for the preservation of their bodies at 
the same time. It is called Ifasada. Those that 
were called Siearii had taken poaseasbn of h for- 
merly ; but at this time dxey over-ran the neigh- 
bouring countries, afaning only to procure to them- 
selves necessaries ; for the fear they were then in 
prevented their future ravages; out when ones 
they were informed that the Roman arttjr h^sdO, 
and that the Jews were divided between sedltioa 
and tyranny, they b<^d]|y undertook greater mat- 
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ten ; and at the feast of nnleavened bread, which 
the Jews eelebrato in memory of their delirerance 
from their Egyptian bondage, when Uiey were sent 
back into the ooontiy of their forefathers, they 
eame down by niehl^ without beinv disoo^aned by 
those that ooold nave prerented tSem, and over- 
ran a eertaia small «ty called £n|pMidi : — in which 
expedition they prevented those citizens that ooold 
have stopped them, before they conid arm them- 
•aelTes and fight them. They «hw dispersed them, 
and cast them out of the eity. As for sneh as 
oonld not ran away, being women and children, 
th^ slew of them above seven hundred. After- 
ward, when they had carried aiverv thing out of 
their houses, and had seised upon all the fmts that 
were in a flourishing eonditfon, they brought them 
into Masada. And indeed these men hiid all the 
▼ilh^^es that were about the fovtrsse waste, and 
made tbo whole country deeoUte; while there 
came to them every day from all parts not a few 
men as co«*rupt as themselves. At this time all 
the other regions of Judea that hail hitherto been 
*t .est were in motion, by means of the robbers. 
Kow as it is in a human body, if the principal part 
he inflamed, all the membera are subject to the 
same distemper, so bv means of the sedition and 
disorder that was in the metropolis had the wicked 
men that were in the country opportunity to ravage 
the same. Accordingly, when every one of them 
had plundered their own villages, they then retired 
into the desert ; yet were thMO men that now got 
together and joined in the cooq>iracy by parties, 
too small for an army, and too many for a gang of 
thieves : and thus did they fall upon the holy 
places* and the eitiea ; yet did it now so happen 
that they were sometimes very ill treated by those 
upon whom they fell with such violenoe, and were 
taken by them as men are taken in war : but still 
they prevented any fisrther punishment as do rob- 
bers, who as soon as their ravages [are disooTered], 
run their way. Nor was there now any part of 
Judea that was not in a miserable eonditmn, as 
well as its moet eminent eity also. 

d. These things were told Vespasian bv deserters; 
for although the seditious watched all the passages 
out of the city, and destroyed all, whosoever they 
were, that came thither, yet were there some who 
had oonoealed themselves, and, when thev had fled 
to the Romans^ persuaded their general to come 
to their oi^'s assistance, and save the remainder 
of the people ; informing him withal, thai it was 
upon account of the people's good-will to the Ro- 
mans that many of them were already shun, and 
the survivors in danger of the same treatment. 
Vespasian did indeed ahpeady pity the cahunities 
these men were in, and arose, in appearance, as 
though he was going to besiege JeruMiem, — but in 
reality to deliver them from, a [worse] siege they 
were already under. However he was obliged first 
to overthrow what remained elsewheare, and to leave 
nothing out of Jerusalem behind him that might 
interrupt himln that siege. Accordingly he mariehed 
against Gadara, the metropolis of Perea, which is 
a place of strength, and entered that city on the 

• U7UMM 2€fM^OT*'lMlrpaMNi,"«difUnalAmoitlw,:inutlM 
OMABt *'pfawttohai/' or •* hamim of jmmi' o«t of eltiwi W which w« 
Snd oMntfoa mda te tha M«w TMtamcat and olhtr authon. Bw 
Lttte fi. IS; Aeu xvl. U» 1«| AaUq. h. xIt. ch. x. MM. »{ JoMphi 
JJm,tUk. M. "la qM toquaro pitMMMh»r JuvMial UaViiC 1 
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fourth day of the month Dysfcms [Adar] ; for the 
men of power had sent an embassage to nim, with- 
out the niowledge #f tike sedilAous, to tieat about a 
surrender ; whieh they did eat of the desire they 
had of eeaee, and for saving their effects, because 
many of the cittaens of GhHlara were rich men. This 
embassy the oppoMte party knew nothing of, but 
discovered has Vespananwas approaching near 
the city. However, they despairM of keeping pos- 
session of the city, as being inferior in number to 
their ^nemies wlio were wiSun the city, and seeing 
the Romans rtry near to tiweity ; so they rssolved 
to fly, but thought h dishonourable to do it without 
shedding some lood, and revenging themselves 
on the authors of this surrender ; so they seized 
upon ]>(desas fa person not only the first in rank 
and family in the city, but one that seemed the oc- 
casion of sending sneh an embassy^ and slew him, 
and treated his dead body alter a barbarous man- 
ner, so Tery violent was their anger at him, and 
then ran out of the eity. And now as the armv 
was just upon them, the people of Gadara admittea 
Vespasian with joyful acclamations, and received 
him from the seeurit of his right hand, as also a 
garrison of horsemen and footmen, to guard them 
against the excursiens of the runagates ; for as to 
their wall, thev had p Ued it down before the Ro- 
mans desired them so to do, that they might thereby 
give them assurance that they were lovers of peace, 
and that, if they had a mind, they could not now 
make war against them. 

4. And now Vespasian sent Pbcidusagahist those 
that had fled ftem Gadara, with five hundred hone* 
men, and three thousand footmen, while he returned 
himself to CesareS) with the rest of the army. But 
as soon sa these fugitives saw the hoisemen that 
pursued them just at their backs, and before they 
came to a close fight, they ran together to a certahi 
village, which was called Bethennabris, where find- 
ing a great moltitude ef young men, and arming 
them, partly bv their own consent and part]}r |^ 
force, tbey rashly and suddenly assaulted Plaeidua 
and the troopa that were with him. * Theee horse- 
men at the first onset gave way a little, as oontrivmg 
to entioe them further off* the wall ; and when they 
had drawn them into a pbMO fit for their purpose^ 
they made their horse encompass them around, and 
throw thehr darts at them. So the horsemen cut 
off the flight of the fogitires, while the foot terribly 
destroyed those that fought against them ; for those 
Jews did no more than show their courage, and 
then were destroyed ; for as they fell upon the Ro- 
mans when they were joined ckae together, and, aa 
it were, walled about withtheir entbe armour, tbey 
were not able to find any phwe where the darts 
could enter, nor were they ai^ way able to break 
their ranks, while they were themselves run through 
by the Roman darts, and, like the wildest of wild 
beasts, rushed upon the points of the others' sworde; 
so some of them were destroyed aa cut with their 
enemies' sworda i^on their feces, and others were 
dispersed by the horsemen. 

^. New Plaeidus's concern was to exclude them 
in their flight from gettmg hito the viUage ; and 
causing his horse to inarch continually <m that side 
of them, he then tu^ed short upon them, and at 
the same time his men made use of their darts, and 
and easily took their aim at those that were the 
nearest to them, as they made those that were fer- 
ther off turn back by the terror they were in, till 
at hMt the most courageous of them brake through 
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.these bofBemen and fled to the wall of the TiUage. 
And now thoie that guarded the wall were in great 
doubt what to do $ for though they could not bear the 
thoughts of exduding theae that came from Gadway 
because of their own people that were among them ; 
and yet if they should admit them, they expected 
to perish with them, whieh came to pass aooord- 
ingiy ; for as they were erowding together at the 
wall^ the Roman horsemen were just ready to fall 
in with them. Howerery the guards prerented them, 
and shut the gates, when Piaeidus made an |S8ault 
upon them, and, fitting courageously till it was 
dark, he got possession of the widl, and of the peo- 
ple Uiat were in the city, when the useless multi- 
tude were destroyed; but those that were more 
potent ran away ; and the soldiers plundered the 
nouses, and set ihe viliace on fire. As for those that 
.ran. out of the riUage, they stured up such as were 
in the county, and exaggerating their own calami- 
ties, and telling them that the whole army of the 
Romans were upon them, they put them into great 
' fear on every vde ; so they got together in great 
numbers, and fled to Jericho, for they knew no 
other pbuse that could alford them any hope of es- 
caping, it being a citT that had a strong wall, and 
a great multitude of inhabitants. But Piaeidus, 
relying much upon his horsemen and his former 
good suooess, followed them, and slew all that he 
oYcrtook, as far as Jordan ; and when he had driven 
the whole multitude to the river-side, where they 
were stopped by the current (for it had been 
augmented lately by rains, and was not fordable) 
he put his soldiers in array over-against them ; so 
the necessity the others were in, provoked them to 
hasard a battle, because there was no place whither 
luey could flee. They then extended themselves 
a very great wav along the banks of the river, and 
sustained the darts that were thrown at them as 
well as the attacks of the horsemen who beat many 
of them, and pushed them into tlie current At 
which fight, hand to hand, fifteen thousand of them 
were slain, while the number of those that were 
unwillingly forced to leap into Jordan was prodi- 
eiooa. There were besides, two thousand and two 
hundred taken prisoners. A mighty prey was ta- 
ken also, consisting of asses, and sheep, and camels, 
and oxen. 

6. Now this destmction that fell upon the Jews, 
as it wks not inferior to any of the rest in itself, so 
did it still appear greater than it really was ; and 
^his, because not only the whole of the country 
through which they had fled was filled with aUugh- 
tor, and Jordan could not be passed over, by region 
of the dead bodies that were in it, but because the 
lake Asphaltids was also full of dead bodies, that 
were carried down into it by the river. And now 
Piaeidus, aflterthis sood success that he had, fall 
.violently upon the neighbouring smaller cities and 
.villages ; when he took Abila, and Julias and Be- 
cemoth, and all those that lay as fiw as the lake 
Aspbaltitis, and put such of the deserters into each 
of them as he tnought proper. He then put his 
IMldiers on board the ships, and stow sueh as had 
^ed to the lake, insomuch that all Perea had either 
surrendeaed themselves, or were taken by the Ro- 
mans, as fiir as Macherua. . 



CHAPTER VIII. 

HOW TBSPISIAN, UPON HBABIIIO OF 80MB CQiaiO- 
TlOm IN OALL,* MADB HlMB VO FINISH THB 
JBWI8H WAR, A DESCRIPTION OF JBBICHO^ AND 
OF THB OBBAT PLAIN ; WITH AN AOOOUHT BBSIDBS 
OF THB LAKB ASPHALTITU. 

§ 1. In the meantime, an account came that thera 
were commotions in Gall, and that Yindex, toge- 
ther with the men of power in that country, had 
revolted from Nero; which afikir is more afico- 
rately described elsewhere. This report thus re- 
lated to Vespasian, excited him to goon briskly with 
the war ; for he foresaw already the civil wan whieh 
were coining upon them, nav, that the very govern- \ 
ment was in danger ; and he thought, if 1m could * 
first reduce the eastern parts of the empire to peaee^ 
he should make the fears for Italy the lighter ; 
while therefore the winter was his lundrance [from 
going into the field], he put gazriaons into the vil- 
lages and smaller cities for ueir security ; he put 
decurions also into the villages, and centuzions into 
the cities ; he besides this rebuilt many of the ci- 
ties that had been laid waste ; but at the begmning 
of the spring he took the greatest part of his army, 
and led it from Cesarea to Antipatris, where h* 
spent two days in settling the affitirs of that city, 
aind then, on the third day, he marched on, laying 
waste and bummg all the neighbouring villages. 
And when he had hud waste aU the plues about 
the toparchy of Thamnas, he passed on to Lydda 
and Jamnia ; and when both those cities had come 
over to him, he placed a gi«8t many of those that 
had come over to him L»om other pUess] as in- 
habitants therein, and then came to Emmaus, where 
he seised upon the passages which led thence to 
theur metropolis, and fortified his camp, and leaving 
the fiflh legion therem, he came to the toparchy S 
Bethletephon. He then destroyed that place, and 
the neighbouring pUces, by fire, and fortified, at 
proper phuses, the strong holds all about Idnmea ; 
and when he had seised upon two vilhges^ which 
were m the veiy midst A Idumea, Betaris, and 
Gaphartobas, he slew above ten thonssnd of the 
people, and carried mto captivity above a thousand,, 
and drove away the rest of the multitude, and placed ' 
no small part of his own foross in them, who over- 
ran and hud waste the whole mountainous ooontiyi 
while he, with the rest of his finces, returned to 
Emmaus, whence he came down through the coun- 
try of Samaria, and hard by the city, by others 
called Neapolis (or Siehem) but by the people of 
that country Mabortha, to Corea, where he pitched 
his camp, on the second day of the month Dveios 
[Sivan] ; and on the day foUowhig he enme to 
Jericho ; on which df-y Trajan, one of his Com- 
manders, joined him with the fioroes he brought out 
of Perea, all the pUces beyond Jordan htS^ sub- 
dued already. 

2. Hereupon a great multitude prevented tiieir 
approach, and came out of Jeridio, and fled to 
those mountainous parts that Uy over-against Je- 
rusalem, while that part which was left behhid was 
in a ffreat measure destroyed ; they also found the 
city desoUte. It is situated in a plain ; but a na- 
ked and barren mountain, of a great length, hangs 
over it, which extends itself to Sie hmd about Scy 
thopoUs northward, but as far as the country of 

* Or. OatotK <ad — iii j n i l—. 
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Sodom, and the otmoet limits of the lake Asphal- 
titas southward. This mouitain is all of it very 
uneven and uninhabited, bj reason of its barren- 
ness : there is an opposite mountain that is situated 
over*against it, on ue other side of Jordan ; this 
last b^insat Jutias and the northern quarters, 
and extends itself southward as far as Somorrhon,* 
which is the bounds of Petra, in Arabia. In this 
ridge of mountains there is one called the Iron 
Mountain, that runs in length as far as Moab. 
Now the region that lies in the middle between 
these ridges of monntams, is called the Great 
Plain ; it reaches from the villi^e Ginnabris, as 
fur as the Uke Asphaltitis ; its length is two hun- 
dred and thirty furlonffs, and its breadth a hun- 
dred and twenty, and it is divided in the midst by 
Jordan. It hath two lakes in it ; that of Asphal- 
tHis, and that of Tiberias, whose natures are oppo« 
site to each other ; for the former is salt and un- 
fruitful ; but that of Tiberias is sweet and fhut- 
fnl. This plain is much burnt up in summer-time, 
and, by reason of the extraordinary heat, contains 
a vexy unwholesome air ; it is all destitute of water 
excepting the river Jordiem, which water of Jordan 
ia the occasion why those plantations of palm-trees 
that are near its banks, are more flourishing, and 
mnch more fruitful, as those that are remote from 
it not so flourishing and fruitfuL 

3b Notwithstanding which, tliere is a fountain by 
Jericho, that runs plentifully, and is very fit for 
watering the ground : it arises near the old city, 
which Joshua, the son of Nun, the general of the 
Hebrews, took the first of alj the cities of the land 
of Canaan, by right of war. The report is, that 
this fountain, at the beginning, caused not only the 
blasting of the earth and the trees, but of the chil- 
dren bom of women ; and tliat it was entirely of a 
sickly and corruptive nature to all things whatso- 
ever, but that it was made gentle, and very whole- 
some and fnutful, by the prophet Elislia. This 
prophet was familiar with Elijah, and was his tuc- 
eessor, who when he once was Uie guest of the peo- 
ple of Jericho, and the men of the place had ti*eat- 
ed him very kindly, he both made them amends as 
well as the countxy, by a ktsting favour ; for he 
went out of the city to this fountain, and threw 
into the current an earthen vessel full of salt ; 
after which he stretched out his righteous hand 
nnto heaven, and, pouring out a mild drink-offering, 
he made this suppUcation,~-That the current might 
be mollified," and that the veins of fi-esh water 
might be opened : that God ahK» would bring into 
the place a more temperate and fertile air for the 
current, and would bestow upon the people of that 
country plenty of the fruits of the earth, and a 
succession of children ; and that this prolific water 
might never hil them, while tliey continued to be 
righteou8.t To these prayers Elislia joined proper 
operations of his hands, alter a skilful manner, and 
changed the fountain ; and that water, which had 
been the occasion of barrenness and famine before^ 
from that time did supply a numerous posterity, 
and afforded great abundsince to the country. Ac- 
cordingly, the power of it is so great in watering 
the ground, that if it do but once touch a country, 
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it affords a sweeter nourishment than other waters 
do, when they lie so long upon them, till they are 
satiated with them. For which reason, the advan- 
tage gained from other waters, when they flow ia 
^reat plenty, is but small, while that of this watef 
IS great when it even flows in little quantities. Ac- 
cordingly it waters'a Urger space of ground than any 
other waters do, and passes along a plam of seventy 
forlonn long, and twenty broad ; wherein itafibnls 
nourishment to those most excellent gardens that 
are thick set with trees. There ar« in it many 
sorts of palm-trees that are watered by it, different 
from each other in taste and name ; the better sort 
of them, when they are pressed, yield an excellent 
kind of honey, not much inferior in sweetness to 
other honey. This countrv withal produces honey 
fi-om bees : it also bears that balsam which is the 
most precious of all the fruits in that place, cypress- 
trees also, and those that bear myrobaUnum ; so 
Uiat he who should pronounce this place to be di- 
vine would not be mistakcL, wherein is such plenty 
of trees produced as are very rare, and of the most 
excellent sort. And indeed, if we spotk of those 
other fruits, it wiJl not be easy to light on any cli- 
mate m the habitable earth that can well be com- 
pared to it,— what is here sown comes up in such 
clusters : the cause of which seems to me to be 
the warmth of the air and the fertility of the wa 
ters; the warmth calling forth the sprouts, and 
making them spread, and the moistuie making 
every one of them take root firmly, and supplying 
that virtue which it stands need of in summer-time. 
Now this country is then so sadly burnt ^p, that 
nobody cares to come at it ; and if the water be 
drawn np before sun-rising, and after that exposed 
to the air, it becomes exceeding cold, and becomes 
of a nature quite contrary to the ambient air : as 
in winter agam it becomes warm ; and if you go 
into it, It appears very gentle. The ambient air ia 
here also of so good a temperature, that the people 
of the country are clothed m linen only, even when 
snow covers the rest of Judea. This place is one 
hundred and fifty furlongs from Jerusalem, and 
sixty from Jordan. The country, as far as Jeru- 
salem, is desert and stony ; but that as far as Jor- 
dan and the lake Asphaltitis lies lower indeed, 
though it be equally desert and barren. But so 
much shall suffice to have been said about Jericho, 
and of the great happiness of its situation. 

4. The nature of the lake Asphaltitis is also 
worth deseribinff. It is, as I have said already, 
bitter and unfrmtful. It is so light [or thick] that 
it bearjf up the heaviest thmgs that are thrown into 
it ; nor is it easy for any one to make things sink 
therein to the bottom, if he had a mind so to do. 
AcconUngly, when Vespasian went to see it, he 
commanded that some who could not swim, dionld 
have their hands tied behind them, and be thrown 
into tke deep, when it so happened that they aU 
swam as if a wind had forced them upwards. 
Moreover, the change of the colour of this lake is 
wonderful, for it changes its appearance thrice 
every day ; and as the rays of the sun fiUl differ- 
ently upon it, the light is variously reflected. 
However, it casts up bhusk clods of bitumen in 
many parts of it ; these swim at the top of the 
water,' and resemble both in shape and bigness 
headless bulls : and when the Ubourers that be- 
long to the hike come to it, and catch hold of it as 
it bangs together, they draw it into their sbipa ; 
but when the ship a full, it is not easy to cut utt 
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the restf for it is bo tenaeiotts as to make the ship 
haog upon its elods till they set it loose with the 
menstroal blood of women, and with urine, to 
jwhich alone it yields. This bitumen is not only 
useful for the eaolking of ships, but for the cure of 
men's bodies : acoordUngly it is mixed in a great 
many medicines. The length of this lake is five 
hundred and eighty furlongs, where it is extended 
ttB fiur as Zoar, in Arabia ; and its breadth is a 
hundred and fihy. The country of Sodom borders 
upoii itL* It was of old a most happy land, both 
for the fruits it bore and the riches of its cities, 
although it be now all burnt up. It is related 
how, for the impiety of its inhabitant^ it was burnt 
hy liffhtning ; in consequence of which there are 
still ttie remainders of that divine fire ; and the 
traces [or shadows] of the five cities are still to be 
aeen,«8 well as the ashes growing in their fruits, 
which Irnits hare a colour as if they were fit to be 
eaten ; but if you pluck them with your hands, 
they dissolve into smoke and ashes. And thus 
what is related of this land of Sodom hath these 
marks of credibility which our rery sight afibrds us. 



CHAPTER IX. 

TOAT TBSPABlAir, ▲FTBR HB HAD TAKSK OADARA, 
MADS PEBPARATION FOK THB SIBGB OF JKRDSA* 
LBM ; BUT THAT, UPON HIS HBABING OF THB 
DBATH OF NBBO, HB CHANOBO HIS INTENTIONS : 
AS ALSO, OONCB&NING SIMON OF GEBABA. 

f 1. And now Vespasian had fortified all the plaoes 
round about Jerusalem, and erected citadels at 
Jericho and Adida, and placed garrisons in them 
both, partly out of his own Romans, and partly out 
of the body of his auxiliaries. He also sent Lucius 
Aooius to Gerasa, and delivered to him a body of 
horsemen, and a coosiderable numbw of footmen. 
So when he had taken the city, which he did at the 
first onset, he slew a thousand of those young men 
who had not prevented him by flying away ; but 
he took their families captive, and permitted his 
soldiers to plunder them of their effects ; after 
which he set fire to their houses, and went away 
to the adjoining viUages, while the men of power 
fled away, and the weaker part were destroyed, 
and what was remaining was all burnt down. And 
now the war having gone through all the moun- 
tainous country, and all the plain country also, 
those that were at Jerusalem were deprived of the 
liberty of going out of the city ; for as to such as 
had a mind to desert, they were watched by the 
Beak>ts ; and as to sudi as were not yet on the side 
of the Romans, their army kept them in, by en« 
oompassing the oity round about on all sides. 

2. Now as Vespasian was returned to Cesarea, 
and was getting ready with all his army to march 
directly to Jerusalem, he was informed that Nero 
was de*d, after he had reigned thirteen years and 
eight days. But as to any narration after what 
manner he abused his power in the government^ 
and committed the management of aflairs to those 
vile wretches, Nymphidius and Tigellinns, his un- 
worthy frsed-men ; and how he had a plot laid 
against him by them, and was deserted by aU his 
guards, and ran away with four of his most trusty 
?reed-men, and slew himself in the suburbs of 



Rome ; and how those that occasioned his death 
were, in no long time, brought themselves to pu* 
nishment ; how also the war in Gall ended ; and 
how Gralba was made emperor,f and returned out 
of Spain to Rome ; and how he was aceosed by 
the soldiers as a pusiUanimous person, and slain by 
treachery in the middle of the market-plaoe at 
Rome, and Otho was made emperor ; with his ex- 
pedition against the commanders of ViteHins, and 
his destruction thereupon ; and besides what trou- 
bles there were under Vitellius, and the fight that 
was about the Capitol ; as also how Antonius Pri- 
mus and Mucianus slew Vitellius, and his German 
legions, and thereby put an end to that eivil war, 
— I have omitted to give an exact account of them, 
because they are well known by all* and they are 
described by a great number of Greek and Romaa 
authors ; yet for the sake of the connection of 
matters, and that my history may not be incohe- 
rent, I have just touched upon every thmg briefly. 
Whereiure Vespasian put off at first hia expedi- 
tion against Jerusalem, and stood waiting whither 
the empire would be tztmsferred after the death of 
Nero. Moreover, when he heard that Gaifaa was 
made emperor, he attempted nothing till he also 
should sMid him some directions about the war : 
however, he sent his son Titus to him, to salute 
him, and to receive his commands about the Jews. 
Upon the very same errand did king- Agrippa sail 
along with Titus to Galba ; but as &ey were sail* 
ing in their long ships by Uie coasts of Acfaaia, for 
it was winter-time, they heard that Galba was 
slain, before they could get to him, after he had 
reigned seven months and as many days. After 
whom Otho took the government, and nndortook 
the management of public affairs. So Agrippa 
resolved to go on to Rome without any terror on 
account of the change in the government ; but 
Titus, by a divine impulse, sailed back from Greece 
to Syria, and came m great haste to Cearea, to hia 
father. And now they were both m suspenae about 
the public affairs, the Roman empire bdng then in 
a fluctuating condition, and did not go on with tbeiF 
expedition agamst the Jews, but thought that ta 
make any attack upon foreigners was now unsea- 
sonable, on account of the solicitude they were in 
for their own country. 

3. And now there arose anotlier war at Jerusa- 
lem. There was a son of Giora, one Simon, by 
birth of Gerasa, a young man, not so cunning in- 
deed as John [of Giscluda], who had already 
seised upon the city, but superior in strength ol 
body and courage ; oo which account, when he had 
been driven away from that Aerabattene toparel^i 
which he once had, by Ananus the high-priest, be 
came to those robbers who had seixed upon Masadfc 
At first they suspected him, and only permitted 
him to come with the women he brought witli hiffl 
into the lower part of the fortress, while they 
dwelt in the upper part of it themselreB. How- 
ever, his manner so well agreed with thein, and 
he seemed so trusty a man, that he went oat with 
them, and ravaged and destroyed the coontcy with 
them about MaMda ; yet when be pennaded them 
to undertake greater things, he oomhi not prevail 
with them so to do ; for as they were accostomed 
to dwell in tluit citadel, they were afinud of going 
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dkr from that whioh was their hiding-plaoe ; bat 
he affeodog to tyntniiuBe, and being fond of great- 
neasy when he had heard of the death of- Ananus, 
left them, and went into the mountamoaa part of 
the country. So he proelaimed liberty to those in 
slavery, and a reward to those ahwady free, and 
got together a set of wieked men from all qoarters. 
4. And as he had now a strong body of men 
aboat him, he over-ran tiie villages that lay in the 
moantainons country, and when there were still 
more and more that came to him, he ventured to 
go down into the lower parts of tlie country, and 
since he was now become formidable to the cities, 
many of the men of power were eormpted by him ; 
so that his army was no longer composed of skves 
and robbers, bat a great mko^ of the populace 
were obedient Co him aa to their king. He tiien 
over- ran the Acrabattene toparehy, and the places 
that reached a& &r as the Great Idnmea ; for he 
built a wall at a certain vilUge called Nain, and 
made use of that as a fortress for his own party's 
secority ; and at the valley called Paran, he en- 
larged many of the caves, and many others he 



found ready for his purpose ; these he made nse 

of as repositories for his treasures, and reoept 

for his prey, and therein he laid up the fruits that 



he had ^% by rapine ; and man v' of his partJnuw 
had their dwdling in them ; and he made no secret 
of it that he was exercising his men beforehand, 
and making preparation for uie assault of Jerusalem. 

5. Whereupon the zealots, out of the dread they 
were in of his attacking them, and beinr willing to 
prevent one that was growing up to >pposc them, 
went oat against him with tlMir weapons. Simon 
met them, and joining battle with them, slew a 
considerable number of tMn* «nd drove the rest 
before him into the city : but durst not trust so 
much upon his foi'ces as to make an assault upon 
the walls ; but he resolved first to subdue Idumea, 
and as be bad now twenty thousand armed men, 
he marched to the borders of their country. Here- 
upon the rulers of the Idumeans got together on 
the sudden the most warlike part of their people, 
abont twenty- five thousand in number, and per- 
mitted the rest to be guard to their own country, 
by reason of the incursions that were made by the 
Siearii that were at Masada. Thus they received 
Simon at their borders, where they fought hun, and 
continued the battle all that day ; and the dispute 
lay whether they had conquered him or been con- 
quered by him. So he went back to Nam, as did 
the Idumeans retnm home. Nor was it long ere 
Simon came violently again upon their eonntry ; 
when he pitched his camp at a certain village 
called Theeoe, and sent Eleazar, one of his oom« 
panions, to those that kept garrison at Herodinm, 
and in order to persuade them to soxrender that 
fortress to him. The garrison received this man 
readily, while they knew nothinc of what he came 
about ; but as soon as he talked of the sorrender 
of the place, they fell upon him with their drawn 
swords, till he found he had no phuse for flight, 
when he threw himself down from the wall into the 
valley beneath ; so he died immediately : but the 
Idumeans, who were ahrsady much afraid of Si- 
mon's power, thouffht fit to take a view of the ene- 
my's army before they haiarded a battle with him. 

6. Now, there wasone of their oommsnders, named 
Jacobf who offered to serve them readily upon that 
oocasion, but had it in his mind to betray them. 
He went therefore from the viUage Alurus, wherein 
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the army of the Idumeans were gotten together, 
and came to Simon, and at the very first he agreed 
to betray his country to him, and took assurances 
upon oath from him that he should always have 
him in esteem, and then promised him that ho 
would assist him in subduing all Idumea under ^. 
him ; upon which account he was feasted after an 
oblising manner by Simon, and elevated by his 
mighty promises ; and when he was returned to 
his own men, he at first belied the army of Simon, 
and said it was manifold more in number than it 
was ; after which, h^ dexterously persuaded the 
commanders, and by degrees the whole multitude, 
to receive Simon, and to surrender the whole go- 
vernment up to him without fighting ; and as he 
was doing this, he invited Simon by his messen- 
gers, and promised him to disperse the Idumeans, 
whidi he performed also ; for as soon as their 
army was nigh them, he first of all got upon his 
horse, and flml, together with those whom lie had 
corrupted : hereupon a terror fell upon the wholo 
multitude ; and before it came to a close fighty 
they broke their ranks, and every one retured to 
his own home. 

7. Thus did Simon unexpectedly march into 
Idumea, without bloodshed, and made a sudden at- 
tack upon the city Hebron, and took it ; wherein 
he got possession of a great deal of prey, an4 
plundered it of a vast quantity of fruit Now, the 
people of the country sa^, that it is an ancienter 
cityj not only than any in that country, but than 
Memphis in Egypt, and aooor^gly its age is 
reckoned at two thousand and three hundred years. 
They also reUte that it had been the habitation of 
Abraham, the progcnitw of the Jews, alter he had 
removed out of Mesopotamia ; and they sav that 
his posterity descended from thence into Egypt^ 
whose monuments are to this very time shown in 
that small city ; the fabric of which monumeuts 
are of the most excellent marble, and wrought 
after the most elegant manner. There is also there 
shown, at the distance of six furlongs from the 
city, a very large turpentine-tree ;* and the report 
goes, that this tree nas continued ever since tlio 
creation of the world. Thence did Simon make 
his progress over all Idumea, and did not only 
ravage tae cities and villages, but laid waste the 
whole country ; for, besides those that were com- 
pletely armed, he had forty thousand men that 
followed him, insomuch that he had not provisions 
enough to suffice such a multitude. Now, besides 
tfiis want of provisions that he was in, he was of a 
barbarous disposition, and bore great anger at this 
nation, by which means it came to pass tluit Idumea 
was greatly depopulated ; and as one may see all 
the woods behind de^oiled of theb leaves by 
locusts, after they have been there, so was there 
nothing left bemnd Sunon's army but a desert. 
Some pUces they burnt down, some they utterly 
demolished, and whatever grew in the country, 
the^ either trod it down or fed upon it, and by 
their marches they made the ground that was cul- 
tivated, harder and more untractable than that 
which was barren. In short, there was no sign re- 
maining of those places that had been hud waste, 
tliat ever they had had a being. 
8. This snocess of Simon excited the lealots 
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afresh ; and though they were afraid to fight him 
openly in a fair battle, yet did they lay ambushes 
in the passes, and seized upon his wife, with a con- 
siderable number of her attendants ; whereupon 
they oame back to the city rejoicing, as if they had 
taken Simon himself captive, and were in present 
expectation that he would lay down his arms, and 
make supplication to them for his wife ; but instead 
of indulging any merciful affection, he grew rery 
angry at them for seizing his beloved wUTe ; so he 
came to the wall of Jerusalem, and, like wild beasts 
when they are wounded, and cannot overtake those 
that wounded them, he rented his spleen upon all 
persons that he met with. Accordinely, he caught 
all those that were come out of the city-gates, 
either to gather herbs or sticks, who were unarmed 
and in years { he then tormented them and de- 
■troyed them, out of the inmiense rage he was in, 
and was almost ready to taste the very flesh of 
their dead bodies. He also cut off the hands of a 
creat many, and sent them into the city to astonish 
his enemies, and in order to make the neople iall 
into a sedition, and desert those that had been the 
authors of his wife's seizure. He also enjoined 
them to tell the people that Simon swore by the 
God of the universe, who sees all things, that un- 
less they will restore him his wife, he will break 
down their wall, and inflict the like punishment 
upon all the citizens, without sparing any age, and 
without making any distinction between the guilty 
and the innocent Those threatenings so greatly 
affrighted, not the people only, but the zealots 
themselves also, that they sent his wife back to 
liim, — when he became a little milder, and left off 
his perpetual blood-shedding. 

9. But now sedition and civil war prevailed, not 
only over Judea, but in Italy also ; for now Galba 
was sUin in the midst of the Roman nuurket-place ; 
then was Oiho made emperor, and fought asainst 
Vitellius, who set up for emperor also ; for we le- 
gions in Germany had chosen him ; but when he 
gave battle to Yalens and Cecinna, who were Vi- 
tellius's generals, at Betriacum, in Gall, Otho 
gained the advantage on the first day ; but on the 
second day Vitellius's soldiers had the victory ; 
and after much slaughter, Otho slew himself, when 
he had heard of this defeat at Brixia, and after he 
had managed the public affairs three months and 
two days.* Otho's army also came over to Vitel- 
lius*s generals, and he came himself down to Rome 
with his army ; but in the meantime Vespasian 
removed from Ceaarea, on the fifth day of the 
month DsBsius [Sivan], and marched against those 
places of Judea which were not yet overthrown. 
So he went up to the mountainous country, and 
took those two toparchies that were called the 
Gophnitick and Aerabattene toparchies. After 
which he took Bethel and Ephraim, two small 
cities ; and when he had put gazrisons into them, 
he rode a^ar as Jerusalem) in which march he 
took many prisoners, and many captives. But 
Cerealis, one of his commanders, took a body of 
horsemen and footmen, and laid waste that part of 
Idomeaivhich was called the Upper Idumea, and 
attacked Capheihra, which pretended to be a small 
city, and took it at the first onset, and burnt it 
down. He also attacked Capharabim, and laid 
siege to it, for it bad a very strong wall ; and when 
he expected to spend a very long time in that 
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siege, those that were within opened their gates oo 
the sudden, and came to beg pardon, and surren- 
dered themselves up to him. When Cerealis had 
conquered them he went to Hebron, another vei7 
ancient city. I have told you already, that this 
city is situated in a mountainous country not €ar 
off Jerusalem ; and when he had broken into the 
city by force, what multitude and young men were 
left therein he slew, and burnt down the city ; ao 
that now all the places were taken, excepting He- 
rodium, and Masada, and Maeherus, which were 
in the possession of the robbers, so Jerusalem was 
what the Romans at present aimed at 

10. And now as soon as Simon had set his wile 
free, and recovered her from the zealots, he re- 
turned back to the remainders of Idumes, and 
driving the nation all before him from all quartan, 
he compelled a great number of them to retire to 
Jerusalem ; he followed them himself also to the 
city^ and encompassed the wall all round again ; 
and when he lighted upon any labourers that were 
coming thither out of the country, he sjew them. 
Now Uiis Simon, who was without the wall, was a 
gi'eater teiTor to the people than the Romans them- 
selves, as were the zealots who were within it more 
heavy upon them than both of the other ; and 
durin|^ this time' did the mischievous contriTanees 
and courage [of John] cotrupt the body of tlie Ga- 
lileans; for these Galileans had advanced this 
John, and made him very potent, who made them 
a suitable requital from the authority he had ob- 
tained by their means ; for he permitted them to 
do all things that any of them desued to do|, while 
their inclination to plunder was insatiable, as was 
their zeal in searching the houses of the ridi ; and 
for the murdering of th^ men, and abusing of the 
women, it was sport to them. They also devoured 
what i^ils they had taken, together with their 
blood, and -indulged themselves in femmine wan- 
tonness, without any disturbance, till they were 
satiated therewith : while they deisked thor hair, 
and put on women's garments, and were besmesred 
over with ointments ; and that they might appear 
very comely, they had paints under their ejes, 
and imitated, not only the ornaments, but also the I 
lusts of women, and were guilty of such intolerable i 
uncleanness, that they invented unlawful pleasures 
of that sort. And thus did they roll themselres 
up and down the city, as in a brothel-house, aad 
defiled it entirely with their impure actions : nsjTi 
while their faces looked like the faces of women, 
they killed with their right hands ; and whes 
theurgait was effeminate, they presently attacked 
men, and became warriors, and drew their swords 
from under their finely dyed cloaks, and ran ereiy 
body through whom they alighted upon. HoweTer, 
Simon waited for such as ran away firom John, sm 
was the more bloody of the two : and he who bsd 
escaped the tyrant within the wall, was destro/ed 
by the other that by before the gates. So that sU 
attempts of flymg and deserting to the Romans 
were cut off, if any had a mind so to do. 

1 1. Yet did the army that was under John ni» 
a sedition against him ; and all the Idnmeass s^ 
parated themselves from tlie ^'rant, and attevptfa 
to destroy him, and this out of their envy at his 
power, and hatred of his cruelty ; so they got toro* 
ther, and slew many of the zealots, and drove W9 
rest before them into that royal palace that ^ 
built by Grapte, who was a relation of Isatss, the 
king or Adiabene ; the Idumeans fell in with theiD/ 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



CHAP. X. 



WARS OF THE JEWS. 



565 



and drove the zealots oat thence into the temple, 
and betook themselves to plunder John's effects ; 
for both he himself was in that palace, and therein 
had he lain up the spoils he had acquired by his 
tyranny. In the meantime the multitude of those 
zealots that were dispersed over the city ran toge- 
ther to the temple unto those that had fled thither, 
and John prepajred to bring them down against the 
people and the Idumeans, who were not so much 
afraid of being attacked by them, (because they 
were themselves better soldiers than they), as at 
their madness^ lest they should privately sally out 
of the temple and get among them, and not only 
destroy them, but set Uie city on fire also. So they 
assembled themselves together, and the high- 
priests with them, and took counsel after what 
manner they should avoid their assault. Now it 
was God who turned their opinions to the worst 
advice, and thence they devised such a remedy to 
get themselves free, as was worse tlian the disease 
itself. Accordingly, in order to overthrow John, 
they determined to admit Simon, and earnestly to 
desire the introduction of a second tyrant into the 
eity ; which resolution they brought to pei*fection, 
and sent Matthias, the high-priest, to beseech this 
Simon to come in to them, of whom they had so 
often been afraid. Those also that had fled from 
the zealots in Jerusalem joined in this request to 
him, out of the desire they had of preserving their 
houses and their effects. Accordingly he, in an 
arrogant manner, granted them his lordly protec- 
tion, and came into the dty, in order to deliver it 
fiiom the zealots. The people also made joyful 
acclamations to him, as their saviour and preserver ; 
but when he was come in, with his army, he took 
eare to secure his own authority, and looked upon 
those that had invited him to be no lees his ene- 
mies than those against whom the invitation was 
intended. 

12. And thus did Simon get possession of Jeru- 
salem, in the third year of the war, in the mouth 
Xauthicus [Nisau] ; whereupon John, with his 
multitude of zealots, as being both prohibited from 
oomiiig out of the temple, and having lost their 
power in the city (for Simon and his party had 
plundered them of what they had) wei*e in despair 
of deliverance. Simon also made an assault upon 
the temple, with tlie assistance of the people, while 
the otliers stood upon the cloisters and the battle- 
ments, and defended themselves from their assaults. 
However, a considerable number of Simon's party 
fell, and many were carried off wounded ; for the 
z«aluts threw their darts easily from a superior 
place, and seldom failed of hittmg their enemies ; 
but having the advantage of situation, and having 
withal erected foor very large towers aforehand, 
that their darts might come from higher places, 
one at the north-east corner of the courts one above 
the Xystus, the third at another corner over- 
against the lower city, and the last was erected 
above the top of the Pastophoria, where one of the 
priests stood of course, and gave a signal before- 
hand, with a trumpet,* at the beginning of every 
seventh day, in the evening twilight^ as also at the 
«\euiiig when the day was finished, as giving notice 

• Thto bcglniiliig and «ndtng Um otonrratiea of U»« J^wkh Sevenih 
J>«jf or flabbftth, with a print's blowing of a trumpet, U mnarkabl*, 
«a4 nowlMra «1m nwntioiMd, that I know oC Nor 1* aalaod's oonjoe- 
tura hflfl* Impiobablc, that thia was tho very pbun tfaat bai puialed our 
eoinnimtatott ko knif , eall«d tfUuaach Sabbati,-* tbo "Cor«rt uT ibt 
tfobbatb," ir that bo th- tnio nwUnc, V Kinsa xtI. 18; bMau*« her* 
Um pioper pn«at stood dn. undar a *' covering" to proclaim tha begin- 
Blog and enaliig of avtrj /ewikh Sabbath. 



to the people when they were to leave off work, 
and when they were to go to work again. These 
men also set their engines to cast darts and stones 
withal, upon those towers, with their archers and 
slingers. And now Simon made his afisault upoa 
the temple more faintly, by reason that the great- 
est part of his men grew weary of that work ; vet 
did he not leave off his opposition, because hia 
army was superior to the others, although the 
darts which were thrown by the engines were car- 
ried a great way, and slew many of those that 
fought for him. 



CHAPTER X. 

UOW TUE SOLDIEOS, BOIU IN JUDSA AND EGYPT, 
PAOCLAIMED VESPASIAN EMPEROR ; AND HOW 
VESPASIAN RELEASED JOSBPUUS FROM HIS BONDS. 

§ 1. Now, about this time it was that heavy cala- 
mities came about Rome on all sides ; for Vitelliua 
was come from Germany with his soldiery, and 
drew along with him a great multitude of other 
men besides. And when the spaces allotted for 
soldiers could not contain them, he made all Rome 
itself his camp, and filled all the houses with 
armed men ; which men, when they saw Uie richea 
of Rome with those eyes which had never seen 
such riches before, and found themselves shone 
round about on all sides with silver and gold, they 
had much ado to contain their covetous desires, 
and were ready to betake themselves to plunder, 
and to the slaughter of such as should stand in 
their way. And thia was the state of affairs m 
Italy at that time. 

2. But when Vespasian had overthrown all the 
places tliat wer^ near to Jerusalem, he returned to 
Cesarea, and heard of the troubles that were at 
Rome, and that Yitellius was emperor. This pro- 
duced indignation in him, although he well knew 
how to be governed, as well as to govern, and could 
not with any satisfaction own him for his lord 
who acted so madly, and seized upon the |ovem« 
ment as if it were absolutely destitute of a go- 
vernor. And as tliis sorrow of his was violent, he 
was not able to support the torments he was under, 
nor to apply himself farther in other wars when 
his native country was laid waste ; but then, aa 
much as his passion excited him to avenge his 
country, so much was he restrained by the consi- 
deration of his distance therefrom ; because for- 
tune might prevent him, and do a world of misehiet 
before he could himself sail over the sea of Italy, 
especially as it was still the winter season ; so he 
restrained his anger, how vehement soever, it was, 
at this time. 

3. But now his commanders and soldiers met 
in several companies, and consulted openlv about 
changing the public affairs ; — ^and, out of their in- 
dignation, cried out, how '^ at Rome there are sol- 
diers that live delicately, and when thev have no^ 
ventured so much as to hear the fame of war, they 
ordain whom they please for our governors, and ii| 
hopes of gain make them emperors ; while you, 
who have gone through so many Ubours, and arQ 
grown into years oxnder your helmets, give leave to 
others to use such a power, when yet yoa havo 
among yourselves one more worthy to rule than 
any whom they have set up. Now what juster 
opportunity shall they ever have of requiting theiir 
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generals, if thej do not make use of this that is 
now before them 1 while there is so much juster 
reason for Vespasian's being emperor than for Yi- 
tellins ; as they are themselves more deserving 
than those that made the other emperors ; for that 
they hare undergone as great wars as have the 
troops that come from Germany ; nor are they in- 
ferior in war to those that have brought that tyrant 
to Rome, nor have they undeigone smaller labours 
than they ; for that neither will the Roman senate, 
nor people, bear such a lascivious emperor as Vi- 
tellius, if he be compared with their chaste Yespa- 
aian ; nor will they endure a most barbarous tyrant, 
inst^ of a good goremor, nor choose one that 
hath no child,* to preside orer them, instead of 
him that is a father ; because the advancement of 
men's own chOdren to dignities is certainly the 
greatest security kings can have for themselves. 
Whether, therefore, we estimate the capacity of 
governing from the skill of a person in years, we 
ought to have Yespasian^ — or whether from the 
strength of a young man, we ought to have Titus ; 
for by this means we shall have the advantage of 
both then: ages, for that they will afford strength 
to those that shall be made emperors, they havmg 
already three legions, besides other auxilisries from 
the neighbouring kings, and will have further all 
tiie armies in the east to support them, as also 
tliose in Europe, so far as they are out of the dis- 
tance and dread of Yitellius, besides such auxili- 
aries as they may have in Italy itself ; that is, 
Vespasian's brother,t and his other son [Domi- 
tian] ; the one of whom will bring in a great many 
of those young men that are of dignity, while the 
other is intrusted with the government of the city, 
which office of his will be no small means of Yes- 
posian's obtaining the government Upon the 
whole, the case may be such, that if we ourselves 
make farther delays, the aenate may choose an 
emperor, whom the soldiers, who are the saviours 
of the empire, will have in contempt." 

4. These were the discourses uie soldiers had in 
their several companies; after which they got 
together in a great body, and, encouraging one 
another, they declared Vespasian emperor,:^ and 
exhorted him to save the government which was 
BOW in danger. Now Yespasian's concern had 
been for a considerable time about the public, yet 
did not he intend to set up governor for himself, 
though his actions showed him to deserve it, while 
he preferred that safety which is in a private life 
before the dangers in a state of such dignity ; but 
when he refused the empire, the commanders in- 
sisted the more earnestly upon his acceptance ; 
and the soldiers came about him with their drawn 
Bwords in their hands, and threatened to kiU him, 
unless he would now live according to his dignity. 
And when he had shown his reluctance a great 

• TlM Boman attthen thftt now ranftln, waj Vltellltii had ohndran ; 
ahoriai Jo«tplMU luttodooaa hart tt » Bomaa loltfltn In Jndca Mjrng 
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while, and had endeavoured to thrust away this 
dominion from him, he at length, bemg not able to 
persuade them, yielded to theff solicitations that 
would salute him emperor. 

5. So upon the exhortations of Mudanus and 
the other commanders, that he would accept of the 
empire, and upon that of the rest of the army, who 
died ont that they were willing to be led against 
all his opposers, he was in the first place inteDt 
upon gaming the dominion over Alexandria, as 
knowing that Egypt was of the greatest conse- 
quence, in order to obtain the entire govennnent, 
because of its supplying com [to Rome] ; which 
com, if he oould be master o^ he hoped to dethrone 
Yitellius, supposine he should aim to keep the em- 
pire by force (for he would not be able to support 
himself, if the mulUtnde at Rome should onoe be 
in want of food) ; and because he was desirous to 
join the two legions that wete at Alexandria to the 
other legions that were with him. He also consi- 
dered with himself, that he should then have that 
country for a defence to himself against the uncer- 
tainty of fortune ; for Egypt§ is hard to be "tered 
by Umd, and hath no good havens by sea. It h^ 
on the west the diy deserts of Libjra ; «id on ttj 
south Syene, that divides it from Ethiopia, as w^ 
as the cataracts of the NUe, that cannot be saiJed 
over ; and on the east the Red Sea, extendmg m 
far as Coptus : and it ia fortified on the north b/ 
the land that reaches to Syria, together with ttat 
caUed the Egyptian Sea, having no haven in it for 
ships. And thus is Egypt walled about «i crciy 
side. Its length between Pelusium and Syene la 
two thousand furlongs, and the pMMg* ^J "? 
from Plinthine to Pelusium, is three thousand ox 
hundred furlongs. Its river Nile is navigabtetf 
far as the city called Elephantine, the »"»?* 
cataracts hindering ships from goi^'^'r*'^ 
The haven also of Alexandria u not entered ttj uie 
mariners without difficulty, even in ^^^fj^'^ 
for the passage inward is narrow, and full ef iW 
that Ue under the water, wrhich oblige vft^ ^ 
turn from a straight direction : its m «» » 
blocked up by works made by men's hands on ww 
sides : on which right side lies the ialsnd oHW 
Pharus, which is situated just before Awf^T' 
and supports a very great tower, that •«f*' ,*^ 
sight of a fire to such as sail withm three hundred 
furlongs of it, that ships may cast «««o^ JSl 
way off in the night-time, by reason of Ae drffi^ 
of sailing nearer. About this isbtfid are bmlt ^ 
great piera, tlie handywork of men, •«»™*.*l^ 
when the sea dashiea itself, and »to^^*t«^ 
against those boundaries, the »»^8****? J^Sri 
verv trouhleflome. &nd iha entrance tbroogn 



tha thing, aa wall aa 1^ JoMphna and 
I fint of all saluted rmparor in Judea. 
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doea T»ritiuiPB eahannca huply Iom. 
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very troublesome, and the entrance i — ^^ 
narrow a passage is rendered very <^8«*?* ' ^ 
is the haven itself, when you are got wto i^» / 
safe one, and of thirty furiongs in l»'8«^*r'_rtter 
which is brought what the country ''•■•^ " ^ 
to its happiness ; as also what •bondanoo tnei^ 
try affords more than it wanU itself, » n«»^ 
tributed into all the habitable earth. .^t^oh- 
6. JusUy, therefore did Yespeaian ^^f^J^yg 
tain that government, in order to *?"']J*^ ^^ im 
attempts upon tlie whole of the empire ; » ^^ 
mediately sent to Tiberius Alexander, *» j^. 
then governor of Egypt and of Aiex»V**'^ aod 
formed him what the army had put onnj?^ » ^ 
how he, being forced to accept of the borUen 
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goTernment, ww desiroos to have him for his con- 
fedente and sapporter. Now as soon as ever 
Alexander had read this letter, he readily obliged 
the legions and the multitude to take the oath of 
fidelity to Yespasiany both of whom willingly com- 
plied with him, as already acquainted with the 
courage of the man, from that his oonduot in their 
neighbourhood. Accordingly Vespasian, looking 
upon himself ss already intrusted with the govern- 
ment, got all things ready for his journey [to 
Rome]. Now fame carried this news abroad more 
■nddenly than any one could have thought, that he 
was emperor orer the east, upon which every city 
kept festivals, and celebrated sacrifices and obla- 
tions for such good news ; the legions also that 
wer^ in Mysia and Pannonia, who had been in 
commotion a little before, on account of this inso- 
lent attempt of Vitellius, were very glad to take 
the oath of fidelity to Vespasian, upon his coming 
to the empire. Vespasian then removed from 
Ceaarea to Berytus, where many embassages came 
to him from Syria, and many from other provinces, 
bringing with them from every city crowns, and 
the eoogratnlationa of the people. Mncianus came 
also, who was the president of the province, and 
told him with what alacrity the people [received 
the news of his advancement], and how the people 
of every city had taken the oath of fidelity to him. 
7. So Vespasian's good fortune succeeded to his 
wishes everywhere, and the public affairs were, for 
the greatest part, already in his hands ; upon which 
he conaideied that he had not arrived at the go» 
verument without Divine Provideoce, but that a 
righteous kind of fate had brought the empire under 
his power ; for as he called to mind the other sig- 
aali^ which had been a great many everywhere, 
that foretold he should obtain the government, so 
did he remember what Joeephus had said to him 
when he ventured to fioretel his coming to the em- 
pire while Nero was alive ; so he was much con- 
eemed that this man was still in bonds with him. 
Ue then called for Mndanus, together with his other 
aomnanders and friends, and in the first place, he 
informed them what a valiant num Josephus had 
been, and what great hardships he had made him 
undergo in the siege of Jota^Mta. After that he re- 
lated those predictions of his * which he had then 
anapet^ as fictions, suggested out of the fear he 
wus ill, but which had by time been demonstrated 
io be divine. *' it is a shameful thing (said he) that 
this man who hath foretold my coming to the em- 
pire beforehand, and been the minister of a divine 
Miessage to me, should still be retamed in the con- 
dition of a captive or prisoner." So he called for 
Josephus^ and conmianded that he should be set at 
liberty ; whereupon the oonmianders promised 
themselves glorious things, from this requital Ves- 
pasian made to a stranger. Titus was then present 
with bis Ukther, and said, ** O father, it is but just 
tlutt the tcandal [of a prisoner] should be taken off 
Josephus, togetlMr with his iron chain ; for if we 

• As D»nM wM prefc i red by Durlw and Cjium, on aooovnt «f his 
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mervd aiid other hist>.nas j as in tlie eato i>f Jo «>ph In Egypt, and of 
liwMaA the hlgh-pric-et, in the aays of Atoxniider ths Great, die. 



do not barely loose his bonds, but cut them to pieces, 
he will be like a man that hath never been bound, 
at all." For that is the usual method as to such as 
have been bound without cause. This advice was ' 
agreed to by Vespasian also ; so there came a man 
in, and cut the chain to pieces ; while Josephus 
received this testimony of^his integrity for a re- 
ward, and was moreover esteemed a person of cre- 
dit as to futurities also. 



CHAPTER X. 

THAT UPON THB CONQUEST AND SLAUGBTEK OP VITEI^ 
LIUS, VESPASIAN HASTENED HIS JOURNEY TO ROME ; 
BUT TITUS HIS SON KETUBNED TO JERUSALEM. 

§ 1. And now, when Vespasian had given answers 
to the embassages, and had disposed of the places 
of power justly, t and according to every one's de- 
serts, he came to Antioch, and consulting which way 
he had best take, he preferred to go to ]EU>me, rather 
than to inarch to Alexandria, because he saw that 
Alexandria was sure to him already, but that the 
afiairs at Rome were put into disorder by Vitellius ;' 
so he sent Mucianus to Italy, and committed a 
considerable army both of horsemen and footmen 
to him ; yet was Mucianus afraid of going by sea, 
because it was the middle of winter ; so he led his 
army on foot through Cappadocia and Phr}'gia. 

2. In the meantime Antonius Primus took the 
third of the legions tliat were in Mysia, for he was 
president of that province, and made haste, in order 
to fight Vitellius ; whereupon Vitellius sent away 
Cecinna, with a great army, having a mighty con- 
fidence in him, because of his having beaten Otho. 
This Cecinna nuuxhed out of Rome m great haste, 
and found Antonius about Cremona ni Gall, which 
city is in the borders of Italy ; but when he saw 
there that the enemy were numerous and in good 
order, he durst not fight them ; and as he thought 
a retreat dangerous, so he began to thmk of be- 
traying his army to Antonius. Accordingly, he as- 
sembled the centurions and tribunes that were un- 
der his command, and persuaded them to go over 
to Antonius, and this by diminishing the reputation 
of Vitellius, and by exaggerating the power ot Ves- 
pasian. Ue also told them, that with the one there 
was no more than the bare name of dominion ; but 
with the other was the power of it ; and that it was 
better for them to prevent necessity, and gain fa- 
vour, and, while they were likely to be overcome in 
battle, to avoid the danger beforehand, and go over 
to Antonius willingly ; that Vespasian was able of 
himself to subdue what had not yet submitted, 
without their assistance, while Vitellius could not 
preserve what he had already with it. 

S. Cecinna said this, and much more to the same 
purpose, and persuaded them to comply with him ; 
and both he and his army deserted ; but still tlie 
very same night the soldiers repented of what they 
had done, and a fear seiied on them, lest perhaps 
Viiellius who sent them should get the better ; and 
drawing their swords, they assaulted Cecinna, in 
01 der to kill him ; and the thing had been done by 

t This Is well obssrrsd by Jo-spbns, that Vsspasian, In order to se. 
core hissuooeas, and establish hi. goTernment at first, distribalsd his 
uUioos and plaoes upon the foot of lastioe, and bestowed thsm on sueh 
as best deserved them, and were bsst fit for thsm. Whioh wise ooo- 
duet in a mere heathen, ought to put thess rulers and aninistsrs oi 
suie to shame, who. proftsdlng Chrisdaally, aetotborwiss, and thsrtby 
SJ^poaethemssWss and their laagdemato riot a *' 
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them, if the tribaops had not fallen upon their kneee, 
ind besought them not to do it : ao the soldien did 
not kill him, but put him in bonds, as a traitor, and 
were about to send him to Vitellius. When [ An- 
tonius] Primus heard of this, he raised up his meu 
immediately, and made them put on their armour, 
and led them against those that had revolted ; here- 
upon they put themselves in order of battle, and 
made resistance for a while, but were soon beaten, 
and fled to Cremona ; then did Primus take his 
horsemen, and cut off their entrance into the citv, 
and encompassed and desti'oyed a great multitude 
of them before the citv, and fell into the city toge- 
ther witli tlie rest, and gave leave to his soldiers to 
plunder it. And here it was that many strangers, 
who were merdiants, as well as many of the people 
of that countr}', perished, and among them Vitelliu8*s 
whole army, being tliirty tliousand and two hundred, 
while Antouius lost no more of those that came with 
him from Mysia than four thousand and five hun- 
dred ; he then loosed Cecinna, and Ecnt him to 
Vespasian, to tell him the good news. So he came, 
and was received by him ; and covered tlie scandal 
of his treachery by the unexpected honours he n- 
eeived from Vespasian. 

4. And DOW, upon the news that Antouius w:ib 
approaching, Sabuius took courage at Rome, and 
assembled those cohorts of soldiers that kept watch 
by night, and in the night-time seiz;.d upon the capi- 
tol ; and, as the dav came on, man^ meu of charac- 
ter came over to hma, with Domitian, his brotlier'a 
sun, whose encouragemeni was of very great weight 
for compassing the government. Now, Vitellius was 
not much concerned at this Primus, but was very 
angry with those that had revolted witli Sabinus ; 
and thirsting, out of his natural barbarity, after 
noble blood, he sent cut part of the army which 
eame along with him to fight against the eapitol ; 
and luuny bold actions were done on this side and 
ou the side of those that held the temple. But at 
last, the soldiers that came from Germany, being 
too numerous for the others, got the hill in their 
possession, where Domitian, and many other of the 
principal Romans, providentially escaped, while the 
rest of the multitude were entirely cut to pieces, 
and Sabiuus himself was brought to Vitellius and 
then slain : the soldiers also plundered the temple 
of its ornaments, and set it on fire. But now within 
a day's lime came Antouius, witli his armv, and 
was met by Vitellius and his army ; and having 
had a battle in three several phtces, the last were 
all destroyed. Then did Vitellius come out of his 
palace, in his cups, and satiated with an extravagant 
and luxurious meal, as in the last extremity, and 
^»ing drawn along through the multitude, and abused 
with ail Hortn of tormentn, had his head cut off in 
the midst of Rome, having retained the government 
eight months and five dajs ;* and had he lived much 

• Tlw Bumban to J«Mphiu, ch. Is. wet. a^ », fcr QaAbm 7 nonths 7 
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longer, I cannot but thmk the empire would not 
have been sufficient for his lust Of the others th&t 
were slain, were numbered above fifty thouaaiid. 
This battle was fought on the third day oif the month 
Apelleus [Cableu] ; on the next day MueianQa came 
into the city with his army, and <n^ered Antooiua 
and his men to leave off killing ; for they were still 
searching tho houses, and killing many of Vitellias'a 
soldiers and many of tho populace, as 8a^pociii»s 
them to be of his party, proventing by their rm^« 
any accurate distuiction between them and others 
He then produced Domitian, and recommended faini 
to the multitude, until his father should come hiiu- 
self : so the people being now freed from their feara» 
made acclamations of joy for Vespanan, as lor tli«. ir 
r, auu kept festival-days for his oaofirmatloiiy 



for the destruction of Vitellius. 

I 5. And now, as Vespasian was come to Alexan- 
dria, this good news came from Rome, and at tho 

I same time came embassies from all his own hstbi- 

1 table earth, to congratuUte him upon his advance- 
ment ; and though this Alexandria was the greatest 
of all cities next to Rome, it proved too narrow to 
contain the multitude that then came to it So upou 
this confirmation of Vespasian*s eutire government, 
which was now settled, and upon tiie unexpecte«i 

' deliverance of tlie publie affairs of the Bomans 
fi'om ruin, Vespasian turoed his thoughts to what 
remained unsubdued in Judea. However, he huu* 
self made haste to go to Rome, as the winter was 
now almost over, and soon set the afiairs of Alex- 

' audria in order, but sent hb eon Titus, with a se- 
lect part of his army, to destroy Jerusalem. So 
Titus marched on foot as far as Nicopolis, wiiidi ia 
distant twenty furlongs from Alexandria ; ifaero 
he put his army on board some long shina^ aud 
sailed upon the river along the Mendeaian Nomas, 
as far as the city Thmuis ; there he got out of the 
ships, and walked on foot, and lodged all night at a 
small city called Tanis. His second station waa 
Uexadeopolis, and his third Pelusium ; he then 
refreshed his army at that place for two days ; and 
on the third passed over the mouths of the Nile at 
Pelusium ; he then proceeded one station over the 
desert, and pitched his eamp at the temple of Gasian 
Jupiter, t and on the next day at Ostzacine. Thi« 
station had no water ; but the people of the country 
make use of water brought from other places. After 
this he rested at Rhuiocojtua, and from thence he 
went to Raphia, which was his fourth station. This 
eity is the beginning of Syria. For his fifth station 
he pitched his camp at Gaza ; after which he came 
to Asoalon, and fi-om thence to Janmia, and after 
that to Joppa, and from Joppa to CesaM, having 
taken a resolution to gather all his other forces 
together at that pUoe. 

tampoivj toBttiier lor 
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BOOK V. 

OOIITAININO THE INTERVAL OF NEAR SIX MONTHS. 

FROM THE COMING OP TITUS TO BESIEGE JERUSALEM, TO THE GREAT EXTREMITY 
TO WHICH THE JEWS WERE REDUCED. 



CHAPTER I. 

CDHCSRNING THE SEDITIONS AT JERUSALEM, AND 
WHAT TERRIBLE MISERIES AFFUCTED THE CITY 
BT THEIR MEANS. 

I 1. When therefore Titus had marched over that 
desert which lies between Egypt and Syria, in the 
manner forementioned, he came to Ce&area, having 
resolved to set his forces in order at that place, be- 
fore he began the war. Nay, indeed, while he was 
assisting his father at Alexandria, in settling that 
government which had been newly conferred upon 
them by God, it so happened that the sedition at 
Jerusalem was revived, and parted into three lac- 
tions, and that one faction fought against the other ; 
which partition in such evil cases may be said to be 
a good thing, and the effect of divine justice. Now 
as to the attack the zealots made upon the people, 
and which I esteem the beginning of the city's 
destruction, it hath been already explained after an 
accurate manner ; as also whence it arose, and to 
how great a mischief it was increased ; but for the 
present sedition, one should not mistake if he called 
it a sedition begotten hy another sedition, and to 
be like a wild beast grown mad, which for the want 
of food from abroad, fell now upon eating its own 
flesh. 

2. For Eieazar, tiie son of Simon, who made the 
first separation of tiie zealots from the people, and 
made them retire into the temple, appeal:«d very 
angry at John's insolent attempts, which be made 
every day upon the people ; for this man never left 
off murdering : but the truth was, that he could 
not bear to submit to a tvrant who set up after him. 
So he being desirous of gaining the entire power 
and dominion to himself, revolted from John, and 
took to his assistance Judas the son of Chelcias, 
and Simon the son of Ezron, who were among the 
men of greatest power. There was also with him 
HezekiiUi the son of Chobar, a person of emmence. 
Each of these were followed by a great many of 
tlie zealots ; these seized^pon the inner court of 
the temple,* and hud their arms upon the holy gates, 
and over the holy fronts of that court ; and because 
they had plenty of provisions, they were of good 
CO nrage, for there was a great abundance of what 
w as consecrated to sacred uses, and they scrupled 
nut the making use of them ; yet were they afraid, 
on account of their small number ; and when they 
bad laid up their arms there, they did not stir from 

• Thto^Ki«a*« to te th« flnt tfan« thai Um Mslota rcatand to po|. 



md eourt of Um Unnple, which waa the court of the 

prtaBta, wharcltt th« tampl* ItwlT and tho altar stooO. So that the 
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ha** MMnl on that p<ae* alraadjr. 



the place they were in. Now as to John, wliat 
advantage he had above Eieazar in the multitude 
of his followers, the like disadvantage he had in 
the situation he was in, since he had his enemies 
over his head ; and as he could not make any as- 
sault upon them without terror, so was his anger 
too great to let them be at rest ; nay, although he 
suffered more mischief from Eieazar and his party 
than he could inflict upon them, yet woold not he 
leave off assaulting them, insomuch that there were . 
continual sallies made one against another, as well 
as darts thrown at one another, and the temple was 
defiled everywhere witii murdors. 

3. But now the tyrant Simon, the son of Gioras, 
whom the people mtd invited in, out of the hopes 
they had of his assistance in the great distresses 
they were in, having in his power the upper city, and 
a great part of the lower, did now make more vehe- 
ment assaults upon John and his party, because 
they were fought against firom above also ; yet was 
he beneath their situation, when he attacked them, 
as they were beneath the attacks of the others above 
them. Whereby it came to pass, that John did 
both receive and inflict great damase, and that 
easily, as he was fought asainst on bom sides ; and 
the same advantage that Eieazar and his party had 
over him, since he was beneath them, the same 
advantage had he, by his higher situation, over 
Simon. On which account he easily repelled the 
attacks that were made from beneath, by the wea- 
pons thrown from their hands only ; but was obliged 
to repel those that threw darts from the temple 
above him, by his engines of war ; for he had sudi 
engines as threw diu'ts, and javelins, and stones, 
and that in no small number, by which he did not 
only defend himself from such as fought against 
him, but slew moreover man^ of the priests, as they 
were about their sacred ministrations ; for not- 
withstanding these men were mad with all sorts of 
impiety, vet did they still admit those that deidred 
to offer their sacrifices, although they took care to 
search the people of their own country beforehand, 
and both suspected and watched them ; while they 
were not so much afraid of strangers, who, although 
they had gotten leave of them, tocome into that court, 
were yet often destroyed by this sedition : for those 
darts that were thrown by the engines came with 
that force, that they went over idl the buildings, 
and the temple itself, and fell upon the priests, and 
thoeef that were about the sacred offices ; insomuch 
that many persona who came thither with great zeal 
from the ends of the earth, to offer sacrifices at thia 
celebrated place, which was esteemed holy by all 
mankind, fell down before their own sacrifices 
themselves, and sprinkled that altar which was 

I TlM I.)vltaa. 
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venerable among all men, both Greeks and Barba- 
rians, with their own blood ; till the dead bodies 
of strangers were minded together with those of 
their own country,, and those of profane persons 
with those of the priests, and the blood of all sorts 
of dead carcases stood in lakes in the holy courts 
themselves. And now, <<0 most wretched city, 
what misery so great as this didst thou suffer from 
the Romans, when they came to purify thee from 
thy intestine hatred I For Uiou oouldst be no lon- 
ger a place fit for God, nor eouldst thou longer 
continue in being, after thou hadst been a sepulchre 
for the bodies of thine own people, and hadst made 
the holy house itself a burying-place in this civil 
war of thine ! Yet mayst thou again grow better, 
if perchance thou wilt hereafter appease the anger 
of that God who is the author of thy destruction.'** 
But I must restrain myself from these passions by 
the rules of history, since this is not a proper time 
for domestic lamentation, but for historical narra- 
tioQS ; .1 therefore return to the operations that fol- 
low in this sedition. 

4. And now there were three treacherous fitctionL 
in the city, the one parted from the other. Eleazar 

*aad his party^ that kept the sacred first-fruits, came 
against John in their cups. Those that were with 
John plundered the populace, and went out with 
seal a^Qst Simon. This Simon had his supply of 
provisions from the eity^ in opposition to the sedi- 
tious. When, therefore, Joim was assaulted on both 
aides, he made bis men turn about, throwing his 
darts upon those dtiaens that came up against him, 
from the cloisters he had in his possession, while 
be opposed those that attacked him from the temple 
by his engines of war ; and if at any time he wa^ 
freed from those that were above him, which hap- 
pened frequently, from their being drunk and tired, 
he sallied out with a great number upon Simon and 
his party ; and this he did always in such parts of 
the city as he could come at, till he set on fire those 
booses that were full of com, and of all other pro- 
Yisions.t The same thing was done by Simon^ 
when, upon the others' retreat, he attacked tiie 
city also ; as if they had, on purpose, done it to serve 
the Romans, by destroying what the city had laid 
up against the seige, and by thus cutting off the 
nerves of their own power. Accordingly, it so came 
to pass, that all the places that were about the 
temple were burnt down^ and were become an 
intermediate desert space, ready for fighting on 
both sides ; and that almost all the corn was burnt, 
which would have been sufficient for a seige of 
many years. So tliey were taken by the means oi 
famine, which it was impossible they should have 
been, unless they had thus prepared the way lor it 
by this procedure. 

5. And now, as the city was engaged in a war on 
all sides, from these treacherous crowds of wicked 
men, the people nf the city, between them, were 
like a great body lorn in pieces. The aged men 
«bd the women were in such distress by their in- 

« ThU is aa osoellmt reflectloa of Joaephin, {neladtag hit hop«« of 
the iwtOiMiMi of the Jew* a;oB ChHr rep«ntaiMe. Sm Antiq. b. ir. 
tb. rM. MOI^ 49. wht^ is Uio gnuid " Mopo of ItMel*" M MMUuMh- 
l«fD.Xar»<;1, the flUDOua Jewish nbU.stjlM It, in hli amall, but ramjirk* 
BbM tTMUlM on that fevbjMt, of whioh tbo J«wlih pivpbato art evety- 
«h«re full. 8oo Um principal of thoaa propheelM eoUaelad toc«ther at 
tti« rDd of tho Xwaj oo the Barvlaiioo, pag* 7n« &e. 

t IhU dwtraetlua of *aeh » tMt qoutitj of oocn and othar provl. 
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temal calamities, thai they wished Uat the Romans^ 
and earnestly hoped for an external war, in order 
to theur delivery m>m their domestic miseries. Th« ' 
citizens themselves were under a terrible conster- 
nation and fear ; nor had they any opportunity of 
taking counsel, and of changing their' conduct ; nor 
were there any hope of coming to an agreement 
with their enemies ; nor could such as IumI a mind 
flee away ; for guards were set at all pbces, and 
the heads of the robbers^ although they were sedi- 
tious one against another in other respec t s, yet did 
th^ agree in killing those that wei^ for peace with 
the Romans, or were suspected of an indination to 
desert them^ aa their common enemieH. Tbey 
agreed in nothmj^ but this, to kill those that were 
innocent. The noise also of those that were fighting 
was incessant, both by day and by night ; bat the 
lamentations of those that mourned exceeded the 
other ; nor was there ever any occasion for them to 
leave off theur himentations, because their calami- 
ties came perpetually one upon another, aithoogh. 
the deep consternation they were in prevented their 
outward wailing ; but being constrained by their fear 
to conceal their inward paseicMis, they were inwardly 
tormented, without during to open ibsai lips in 
groans. Nor was any regard paid to those that 
were still alive, by their relations ; nor was there 
any care taken of burial for those that were dead ; 
the occasion of both which was this, that every one 
despaired of himself ; for those that were not among 
the seditious, had no great desire of anything, as 
expecting for certain that tliey should very soon be 
destroyed ; but for the seditious themselves^ they 
fought a«iinst each other, while they trod upon the 
dead ItKXiies as they lay heaped one upon another, 
and taking up a mad rage from tbose dead bodies 
that were under their feet, became the fiercer there- 
upon. They, moreover, were still inventing some- 
what or other that was pernicious against them- 
selves; and when they had resolved upon any 
thing, they executed it without meroj, and omitted 
no mettiod oi torment or of barbarity. Nay, John 
abused the sacred materials^: and employed them 
in the construction oi his engines of war ; for tlie 
people and the priests had formerly determined to 
support the temple, and raise the holy houe twenty 
cubits higher ; for king Agrippa had at a very 
great expense^ and with very great pains, brought 
thither such materials as were proper for that 
purpose, being pieces of timber very well worth 
seeing, both for tlieir stroightness and their large- 
ness : but the war ooming on, and intermpcing the 
work, John had them cut, and prepared for the 
buildmg him towers, he finding them long enough 
to oppoas from them thoee his advefsaries that 
fought him from the temple that was above him* 
He also had them brought and erected behind the 
inner court over*against the west end oi the doie- 
ters, where alone he could erect them ;§ whexeas, 
the other sides of that court had so many steps as 
would not let them come nigh enough the doiaters. 
6. Thus did John hope to be too hard fur his 
enemies by these engmes constmeted by his im- 
piety ; but God himself demonstrated that his pains 
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vouid prove of do use to him, by bringing the Ro- 
Buun upon him before he had reared any of his 
towera ; for Titnsy when he had gotten together 
part of his forces about him, and had ordered the 
rest te meet him at Jerusalem, marched out of 
Gesarea. He had with him those three legions 
that had accompanied his father, when he laid Ju- 
dea waste, together with that twelfth legion which 
had been formerly beaten with Cestins ; which le- 
gion, as it was otherwise remarkable for its yalour, 
to did it march on now with greater alacrity to 
arenge themselves on the Jews, as remembering 
what they had formerly suffered from them. Of 
these legions, be ord^^ed the fifth to meet him, by 
going through Emmaus, and the tenth to go up by 
Jericho ; he also moved himself, together with the 
vest ; besides whom marched those auxiliaries that 
came firom the kings, being now more in number 
than before, together with a considerable number 
that came to his assistance from Syria. Those also 
that had been selected out of these four legions, 
and sent with Mucianus to Italy, had their places 
filled up out of these soldiers that came out of 
Egypt with Titus, who were two thousand men, 
ehosen out of the armies at Alexandria. There 
followed him also three thousand, drawn from those 
Ifaat guarded the river Euphrates ; as also, there 
came Tiberius Alexander, who was a friend of his, 
most valuable, both for his good-will to him, and 
lor his prudence. He bad formerlv been governor 
sf Alexandria, but was now thought worthy to be 
general of the army [under Titus]. The reason 
of this was, that be had been the first who en- 
eourai^ Vespasian very lately to accept this his 
new dominion, and joined himself to him with great 
fidelity, when things were uncertain, and fortune 
had not yet declared for him. He also followed 
Titos as a counsellor, very useful to him in this 
war, both by his age and skill in such affairs. 



CHAPTER 11. 

now TITUS MARCH KD TO JBRUSALRM, AND ROW HK 
WAS IN DANGBR, as HK WAS TAKING A VIEW OP 
THE CITT. OP THE PLACE ALSO WHERE HE PITCH- 
ED HIS CAMP. 

§ 1. Now, as Titus was upon his march mto the 
•oemv's eountiv, the auxiliaries that were sent by 
the kings marched first, having all the other auxili- 
iries with them ; after whom followed those that 
were to prepare the roads, and measure out the 
camp ; then came the commander's baggage, and 
after that the ether soldiers, who were completely 
armed to support them ; then came Titus himself, 
having with mm another select body ; and then 
name the pikemen ; after whom came the horse 
belonging to that legion. All these came before 
the enginea ; and after these engines, followed the 
tribunes and the leaders of the cohorts, with their 
select bodies ; after tkeae came the ensigns, with 
tlie eagle ; and before those ensigns, came tlie 
trumpeters belonging to them ; next these came 
the main bodv of the army in their ranks, every 
rank being six deep ; the servante belonging to 
every legion came after these ; and before theise 
last their baggage ; the mercenaries came last, and 
those that guarded them brought up the rear. Now 
Taiusj according to the Kuuiau usage, went ui the 



front of the army after a decent manner, and 
marched through Samaria to Gophna, a city that 
had been formerly taken by his father, and was 
then garrisoned by Roman soldiers ; and when he 
had lodged there one night, he marched on in the 
morning ; and when he n^ gone as far as a day's 
march, he pitched his camp at that valley which 
the Jews, in their own tonsue, call " the Valley of 
Thorns," near a certain viUage called Gabaothsaul, 
which signifies *< the Hill of Saul," beinff distant 
from Jenisalem about thurty furlongs. There it 
was that he chose out six hundred select horsemen, 
and went to take a view of the city, to observe what 
strength it was of, and how courageous the Jews 
were ; whether, when they saw him, and before 
they came to a direct battle, they would be af- 
frighted and submit ; for he had been informed, 
what was really true, that &e people who were 
fallen under the power of the seditious, and the 
robbers, were greatly desirous of peace ; but being 
too weak to rise up against the rest, they lay still. 
2. Now, so long as he rode along the straight 
road which led to the wall of the city, nobody ap- 
peared out of the gates ; but when he went out of 
tliat road, and declined towards the tower Psephi- 
nus, and led the band of horsemen obliquely, an 
immense number of the Jews leaped out suddenly 
at the towers called the ''Women's Towers,'* 
through that gate which was over against the monu- 
mento of ^ueen Helena, and intercepted his horse ; 
and standmg directly opposite to ^ose that still ran 
along the road, hindeied them from joining tliose 
that had declined out of it. They intercepted Titus 
also, with a few others. Now it was here impossi- 
ble for him to go forward, because all the' places 
had trenches dug in them from the wall, to pre- 
serve the gardens round about, and were full of 
gardens obliquely situated, and of many hedges ; 
and to return back to his own men, he saw it was 
alsQ impossible, by reason of the multitude of the 
enemies that lay between them ; many of whom 
did not so much as know that the king* was in any 
danger, but supposed him still among them. So he 
perceived, that his preservation must be wholly 
owing to his own courage, and turned his horse 
about, and cried out aloud to those that were about 
him to follow him, and ran with violence into the 
midst of his enemies, in order to force his way 
through them to his own men. And hence we 
may principally learn, that both the success of war, 
and uie dangers that kingsf ai-e in, are under the' 
providence of God ; for while such a number of ^ 
darta were thrown at Titus, when he had neither' 
his head-piece on, nor his breast-plate, (for, as I 
told you, he went out not to fight, but to view the 
city), none of them touched his body, but went 
aside without hurting him ; as if all of them missed 
him on purpose, and only made a noise as they 
passed by him. So he diverted those perpetiiany 
with his sword that came on his side, and over- 

'W* may tatN note, thAtntttitelitivoBllcd "aklng," Mid*'OMar," 
*-— whila ha wM no bmm ihiui the •mperar'a Km, luid 
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tiuned many of those that directly met him, and 
made his horse ride over those that were over- 
thrown. The enemy indeed made a great shout at 
the boldness of CaBsar, and exhorted one another 
to rush upon him. Yet did these against whom he 
marched, fly away, and go off from him in great 
numbers ; while those that were in the same dan- 
ger with him, kept up close to him, though they 
were wounded both on their backs, and on their 
sides ; for they had each of them but this one hope 
of escaping, if they could assist Titus in opening 
himself a way, that he might not be encompassed 
round by his enemies before he eot away horn them. 
Now, there were two of those uat were with him, 
but at some distance ; the one of whom the enemy 
encompassed round, and slew him with their darts, 
and his horse also ; bat the other they slew, as he 
leaped down from his horse, and carried off his 
horse with them. But Titus escaped with the rest, 
and came safe to the camp. So this success of the 
Jews' first attack, raised their minds, and gave 
them an ill-grounded hope ; and this short uicliiia- 
tion of fortune on their side, made them very cou- 
rageous for the future. 

3. But now, as soon as that legion that had been 
at Emmaus was joined to Caesar at night, he re- 
moved thence, when it was day, and came to a place 
called Scopus ; from whence the city began already 
to be seen, and a phiin view might be taken of the 
great temple. Aocordiogly, this place, on the north 
quarter of the city and adjoining thereto, was a 
plain, and very properly named Scopus [the pros- 
pect] ; and was no more tliau seven furlongs from 
it Aod here it was that Titus ordered a camp to 
be fortified for two legions that were to be toge^> 
ther ; but ordered anoUier camp to be fortified, at 
three furlongs farther distance behind them, for 
the fifth legion ; for he thought that, by mardiing 
in the night, they might be tired, and might deserve 
to be covered from the enemy, and with less fear 
might fortify themselves : and, as these were now 
beginning to build, the tenth legion, who came 
through Jericho, was already come to the place, 
where a certain part of armed men had formerly 
lain, to guard that pass into the city, and had been 
taken before by Vespasian. These legions had 
orders to encamp at Uie distance of six furlongs 
from Jerusalem, at the mount called the mount of 
Olives,* which lies over-against the city on the eabt 
side, and b parted from it by a deep valley, inter- 
posed between them, which is named Cedron. 

4. Now, when hitherto the several parties in the 
city had been daahing one agaiost another pei^* 
petually, this foreign war, now suddenly come upon 
tliem after a vblent manner, put die first stop to 
their contentions one against another ; and, as the 
seditious now saw with astonishment the Romans 
pitching three several camps, they began to think 
of an awkward sort of oonoord, and said one to ano- 
ther,—^ What du we here, and what do we mean, 
when we suffer three fortified walls to be built to 
ooop US in, that we shall not be able to breathe 
freely i while the enemy is securely building a kind 
•f city in opposition lo us, uiid while we sit still 
within our own walls, and become spectators only 
of what they are domg, with our hands idle, and 
our armour kid by, as if they were about somewhat 

• TlMiltMlloo of tlM Uoantot 0I1t«l oa tiMMat oT J«nu«lcin. at 
•tea&<k«<l'"'*'^ T^'** <* •^ fbrloBA with iIm ▼alley ofOKlnio la- 
••TfT**5?lTS?" «hrtm<»a«aia wid QMcitr, m« things •rail kaown 
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that was for our good and advantage, 
seems," so did they cry out, **<mly 
against ourselves, while the Romans are likely to 

?iin the dty wiUiout bloodshed by our seditioiL.'' 
hus did they encourage one another when they 
were gotten together, and took their armour imme- 
diately, and ran out upon the tenth legion, and fell 
upon the Romans with great eagerness, and with a 
prodigious shout, as they were fortifying their 
camp. These Romans were caught in different 
parties, and this in order to perform theur several 
works, and on tliat account bad in great measure 
laid uside their arms ; for tliey thought the Jews 
would not have ventured to make a sally upon 
them ; and had they been disposed so to do they 
supposed their sedition would have distracted them. 
So they were put into disorder unexpectedly ; when 
some of them left their works they were about, and 
immediately marched off, while many ran to their 
arms, but were smitten and slain before they could 
torn back upon the enemy. The Jews beosme 
still more and more in number, as encouraged by 
the good suocess of those that first made the at- 
tack ; and, while they had such good fortune, they 
seemed, both to themselves and to the enemy, to hie 
luany more than tliey really were. The disorderly 
way of their fighting at first put the Romans also 
to a staud, who had been constantly used to fighting 
skilfully in good order, and with keeping their 
rahks, and obeving the orders that were given 
them ; for which reason the Romsns were caught 
unexpectedly, and were obligcMl to give way to the 
assaults that were made upon them. Now when 
these Romans were overtaken, and tamed back 
upon the Jews, they put a stop to their career ; yet, 
when thev did not take care enough of themselvee 
through the vehemency of their pursuit, thev were 
wounded by them ; but, as still more and more 
Jews sallied out of the city, the Romans were at 
length brought into confusion, and put to flight, and 
ran away from thev camp. Nay, things looked as 
tliough the entire legion would have been in danger, 
unless Titus had been informed of the case they 
were in, and had sent them succours immediately. 
So he reproached them for their eowardioe, and 
brought those back that were running away, and 
fell himself upon the Jews on their flank, with those 
select troops that were with him, and slew a oonn- 
derable number, and wounded more of them, and 
put them all to flight, and made them run away 
hastily down the valley. Now as these Jews suf- 
fered greatly in the declivity of the valley, so, when 
they were gotten over it, they turned about, and 
stood over-against the Romans, haviiu the valley 
between them, and there fought with them. Thus 
did they continue the fight till noon ; but, when it 
was akeady a little after noon, Titus set those that 
came to the assbtanoe of the Romans with him, 
and those that belonjged. to the cohorts, to prevent 
the Jews from makmg'aoy more sallies, and then 
sent the rest of the legion to the upper part of the 
mountain, to fortify their camp. 

5« This march of the Rom^ seemed to the Jews 
to be a flight ; and as the watchman, who was 
pUiced upon the wall, gave a signal by shaking his 
garment, there came out a fresh multitude of Jews, 
and that with such mighty violence, that one might 
compare it to the running of the most terrible wild 
beasts. To say the truth, none of Uiose Uiat op- 
posed them could sustain the fury with which they 
made theur attacks ; but, as if they had been cast 
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out of an engine, they brake the en^^lie8' ranks to 
pieeesy who were put to flight, and ran avay to the 
mountain ; none but Titus himself, and a few others 
with him, being left in the midst of the acclivity. 



Now these others, who were his friends, despised 
the danger they were in, and were ashamed to leaye 
their general, earnestly exhorting him to give way 
to these Jews that are fond of dyinff, and not to 
run into such dangers before those that ought to 
stay before him ; to consider what his fortune was, 
and not, by supplying tlie place of a common soldier, 
to venture to turn back upon the enemy so suddenly ; 
and this because he was general in the war, and 
lord of the habitable earth, on whose preservation 
the public aflTairs do all depend. These persuasions 
Titus seemed not so much as to hear, but opposed 
those that ran upon him, and smote them on the 
face ; and, when he had forced them to go back, 
he slew them : he also fell upon great numbers as 
they marched down the hilL and thrust them for- 
ward ; while those men were so amazed at his cou- 
rage and his strength, that they could not fly di- 
rectly to the city, but declined from him on both 
sides, and pressed after those that fled up the hill ; 
yet did he still fall upon their flank, and put a stop 
to their fury. In the meantime, a diaonler and a 
tenor fell again upon those that were fortifying 
their camp at the top of tlie hill, upon their seeing 
those beneath them running away, insomuch that 
tlie whole legion was dispersed, while they thought 
that the sallies of the Jews upon them were plainly 
insupportable, and that Titus was himself put to 
flight ; because they took it for granted that, if he 
had staid, the rest would never have fled for it. 
Thus were they encompassed on. every side by a 
kind of panic fear, and i>ome dispersed themselves 
one way, and some another, till certain of them saw 
their general in the very midst of an action, and, 
being under great concern for him, they loudly pro- 
claimed the danger he was in to the entire legion ; 
and now shame made them turn back, and they 
reproached one another, that they did vt»rse than 
run away, by deserting CsBsar. So they used tiieir 
utmost force against the Jews, and declining from 
the straight declivity, they drove them in heaps 
into the bottom of the valley. Then did the Jews 
turn about and fight them ; but as they were them- 
selves retiring, and now, because the Romans had 
the advantage of the ground, and were above the 
Jews, they drove them all into the valley. Titus 
also pressed upon those that were near him, and 
sent the legion again to fortify their camp ; while 
he, and those that were with him before, opposed 
the enemy, and kept them from doing farther mis- 
chief ; insomuch that, if I may be allowed neither 
to add any thing out of flattery, nor to duninish any 
thing out of envy, but to speak the pUin truth, 
Cie^iar did twice deliver that entire legion when it 
'■B in jeopardy, and gave them a quiet opportu- 
rityof fortifying their camp. 



CHAPTER III. 



HOW THE SEDITIOIf WAS AGAIN KKVIVSD WITHIN 
JKKU8ALBM, AND T8T THE JEWS OOMTRIVEn 
SNABES POR THE ROMANS. HOW TfTUS ALSO 
THRBA|ENED HIS SOLDIERS FOR THEIR UNGO- 
VERNABLE RASHNESS. 

$ 1. As now the war abroad ceased for a while, 
the sedition within was revived ; and on the feast 
of unleavened brsad, which was now come, itbeing 
the fourteen^ day of the month Xanthicus [Nisan] 
when it is believed the Jews were first freed from 
the Egyptians, Eleazar and bis party opened the 
gates of this [mmost court of the] temple, and ad- 
mitted such of the people as were desurous to wor- 
ship (xod into it* But John made use of this fes- 
tival as a cloak for his treacherous designs, and 
armed the most inconsiderable of his own party, 
the greater part of whom were not purified, with 
weapons concealed under their garments, and sent 
them with great zeal into the temple, in order to 
seize upon it ; which armed men, when they were 
gotten in, threw their g&rments away, and presently 
appeared in their armour. Upon which their was 
a very great disorder and disturbance about the 
holy house : while the people who had no concern 
in the jsedition, supposed that this assault was made 
against all without distinction, as tlie zealots 
thought it was made against themselves only. So 
these left off guarding the gates any longer, and 
leaped down from their battlements before they 
came to an engagement, and fled away into the 
subterranean caverns of the temple ; while the 
people that stood trembling at the altar, and about 
the holy house, were rolled on heaps together, and 
trampled upon, and were beaten both with wooden 
and with iron weapons without mercy. Such also, 
as had difierences with others, slew many persons 
tliat were quiet, out of their own private enmity 
and hatred, as if they were opposite to the sedi- 
tious ; and all those that had formerly offended any 
of these plotters, were now known, and were now 
led away to the slaughter ; and, when they had 
done abundance of horrid mischief to the guiltless, 
they granted a truce to the guilty, and let these go 
ofi* that came out of the caverns. These followers 
of John also did now seize upon this inner temple, 
and upon all the warlike engines therein, and then 
ventured to oppose Simon. And thus that sedition, 
which had been divided into three tactions, was now 
reduced to two. 

'2. But Titus, intending to pitch his camp nearer 
to the city than Scopus, placed as many of his choice 
horsemen and footmen as he thought sufficient, op- 
posite to the Jews, to prevent their sallying out 
upon them, while he gave orders for the whole 

• Hera w* ms th* tnu oeoMloa of Umm vMt mirabwa of Jewi UuU 
WH* In Jcnuolem during this •!««• by Titos, wid p«rl«h«l ihavlni 
tbatUi«iia«ib«gwiM UwfiHMtor OMf-^^ ^ - ^ — "' ' — 
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mulUitidM of J«wa and pruwlytn of Um «»(• ww* oome ftam aU pMte 
•rJudM^ andlham oilier floimiria. In order to MleHrmse Uukt ncal 
fcsUrkl. See tile note, l».Ti. eh. Is. wet. a Taatos hUneelT la£raw 
OS, that the number of men, wooien, and ehUdren, In JeruMlem, when 
It was besieted bj the Bomani, as he had been InlbmMd, wae «»,000. 
This InfcmiaUon must hare been taken from the Boaiaat; toJoeenhas 
nertr mentions the numberi of those that were besieged, only he lats 
nsknow.thakorthevulssr, oanltdde%d oat oT the fates, and bartod 
at the publto ehargee, was the number of <iOO,000, ch. vUl. sect. 7. 
However, when Ossdns Oallos oame first to the sicfe. that sum In T^ 
cltiu is no way disagreeable to Josephus's history, though thqr w«i« 
beoome much more numerons when Titus eneompssesd the dty at tha 
patfover. As to the number that perished during the iri^. Jaeepbuii 
assures us, as we shall see henaAn-, they were 1.100,000. besMM 97J0OO 
ooptlves. Bat Taeitus's history of thu last pari of this kliege. Is not now 
so we eanuot oompurs his parsllsl numbsn with ihoes el 
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army to level the distance, as far as the wall of the 
city. So they threw down all the hedges and walls 
which the inhabitants hadmade about Uieir gardens 
and groves of trees, and cat down all the fruit-trees 
.that lay between them and the wtXL of the city, and 
.billed up all the hollow places and the chasms, and 
demolished the irocky precipices with iron instru- 
ments ; and thereby made all the places level fsom 
Scopus to Herod's monuments, wnich adjoined to 
,the pool called the Serpent's Pool 

3. Now at this very time, the Jews contrived 
the following stratagem against the Romans. The 
bolder sort of the seditions went ont at the towers, 
called the Women's Towers, as if they had been 
ejected out of the city bv those who were for peaee, 
and rambled about as if they were afiraid of being 
assaulted by the Romans, and were in fear of one 
another ; while those that stood upon the wall, and 
aeemed to be of the people's side, cried out aloud 
for peace, and entreated they might have security 
for their lives given them, and called for the Ro- 
mans, [promising to open the gates to them ; and as 
they cried out sf ter that manner, they threw stones 
at tneur own people, as though they would dlrive 
them away firam the gates. * These also pretended 
that they were excluded by force, and that they 
petitioned those that were within to let them iu ; 
and rushing upon the Romans^ perpetuallv, with 
violence, thev then came bade, and seemed to be 
in great disorder. Now the Roman soldiers thought 
this cunning stratagem of theirs was to be believed 
veal, and thinking they had the one party under 
their power, and could punish them as tiiey pleased^ 
and hoping that the other party would open their 
gates to them, set to the execution of theur designs 
accordingly. But for Titus himself, he had wis 
surprising conduct of the Jews in suspicion ; for 
whereas he had invited them to cone to termft of 
liccommodation, by Josephua, but one day before, 
he could then receive no civU answer from them ; 
so he ordered the soldiers to stay where they were. 
However, some of them that were set in the front 
of the works prevented him, and catching up their 
arms ran to the gates; whereupon uioee that 
seemed to have been ejected, at the first retired ; 
but as soon as the soldiers were gotten between the 
rtowers on each side of the gate, the Jews ran out, 
And encompassed them round, and fell upon them 
behind, while that multitude which stood upon the 
wall, threw a heap of stones and duta of lUl kinds 
.at them, insomuch that they slew a considerable 
number, and wounded many more ; for it was not 
easy for the Romans to escape, by reason those 
behind them pressed them forward ; besides which 
the shame they were under for being mistaken, and 
the fear they were in of their oommanden, engaged 
them to persevere in their mistake^ wherefore they 
fought with their spears a great while, and received 
many blows from the Jevrs, though indeed they 
gave them as many blows again, and at last re- 
pelled those that had encompassed them about, 
while the Jews pursued them as they retired, aud 
followed them, and threw darts at them as far as 
the monuments of queen Helena. 

4. After this, these Jews, without keeping any 
decorum, grew insolent upon their good fortune, 
and jested upon the Romans, for bemg deluded by 
the trick they had put upon them, and making a 
noise with beating thev shields, leaped for gutd- 
iieta, and made joyful cxcUunations : while Uiese 
soldiers were received with threatenings by their 



officers, and with indignation by Gsesar himself; 
[who spake to them thus] : These Jews, who are 
only conducted by their madness, do every thing 
with care and eirenmspection ; they contrive atrar 
tagems, and lay ambushes, and fortune gives eue- 
oeas to their stratagems, because they are obedi- 
ent, and preserve their good- will and fidelity to one 
another, while the Romans, to whom fortune uses 
to be ever subservient^ by reason of their Kood 
order, and ready submission to thdr oommanderF, 
have now had ill ancceas by thev contrary beha- 
viour, and by not being able to restrain thor hands 
from action, they have been caught; and that 
which is the most to their reproach, they have 
gone on without their oommandersy in the very 
preaenoe of Cnsar. « Truly," says Titos, « the 
lawB of war cannot but groan heavily, as will my 
father also himself, when he shall be mformed. of 
this wound that hath been given us, sinoe he, who 
is grown old iu wars, did never make so great a 
miatake. Our laws of war do abo ever inflict capi- 
tal punishment on those that in the least break into 
good order, while at this tune they have seen an 
entire army run into disorder. However, those 
that have been so insolent, shall be made immedi^ 
ately sensible, that even they who conquer, amoiig 
the Romans, without orders for fighting, are to be 
under di^snoe." When Titus had enlarged upon , 
this matter before the oommanders, it appeared 
evident that he would execute the law agi^nst all 
those that were eoncecned ; so these soldiers' minds 
sunk down in despaw, as expecting to be put to 
death, and that justly aud quickly. However, the 
other legions came round about Titos, andentreated 
his favour to these their fellow-eoldiefs, and made 
supplication to him, that he would pardon the rash- 
ness of a few, on account of the better obedienoe 
of all the rest ; and promised for them that they 
should make amends for their present fault, by 
their more virtuous behaviour for the time to oome. 
5. So CsBsar complied with their deurea, and 
with what prudence dictated to him also ; for he 
esteemed it fit to punish single persona by real exo» 
cutions, but that the punishment of great multi- 
tudea should proceed no fiyrther than reprools ; so 
he was reconciled to the soldiers, but gave them m 
special charge to act more wisely for the future; 
and he considered with himself how he might he 
even with the Jews for their stratagem. And now 
when the space between the Romans and the wall 
had been levelled, which was done in four days ; 
and as he was desunua to bring the baggage of the 
army, with the rest of the multitude that followed 
him, safely to the oamp, he set the strongest pari 
of his army over-against that wall whieh Sty on the 
north quarter of the city, and over-against the 
western part of It, and nude his army seven deep^ 
with the footmen pbteed before them, and the 
horsemen behind them, each of the last in dielr 
ranks, whilst Uie archersstood in the midst in seven 
ranks. And now as the Jevrs were prohibited, by 
so great a body of men, from making sallies upon 
the Romans, l>oth the beasts that bare the burdens, 
and belonged to the three legions, and the rest of 
the multitude, inarched on without any fear. But 
as for Titus himself, be was bnt about two f uriongs 
distant from the wall, at that part of it where was 
the oomer,* and over^gainst that tower which 
was called Paephinns, at which tower, the compass 

• PerbapB, nya Dr. Hadton, ben tra* that f(At«. ealM the "Ummti 
UMCaciMr,"lailOlir.iixri.fi. dw ek. W. a«e«. C 
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of the wall belooging to the north bended, and ex- 
tended itself over^againat the west ; but the other 
part of the army fortified themselres at the tower 
called Hippieus, and was distant, in like manner, 
but two fnrlonga from the city. However, the 
tenth legion continued in its own place, upon the 
.Mount m Olives. 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE DBBCBIPTION OF JEBU8A.LEM. 

4 1. Tbb city of Jerusalem was fortified with three 
walls, on such parts as were not encompassed with 
unpassable valleys ; for in such places it had but 
one walL The city was built upon two hills which 
are oppoeito to one another, and have a valley to 
divide them asunder ; at which valley the corres- 
ponding rows of houses on both hills end. Of these 
mils, that which contains the upper city is much 
higher, and in length more direct Accordingly, 
it was called the ** Citadel," by Idn^ David ; he was 
the father of that Solomon who bmlt this temple at 
the first ; but it ia by us called the '' Upper Mar» 
ket^Iace." But the other hill, which was called 
** Acra,'' and sustains the lower city, is of the shape 
of a moon when she is homed ; over-against this 
was a third hill, but naturally lower than Acra, 
and parted formerly from the other by a broad 
▼alley. However, in those times when the Asa- 
moneans reigned, they filled up that valley with 
earth, and had a mind to join the city to the tem- 
ple. They then took off part of the height of Acra, 
and reduced it to be of less elevation than it was 
before^ that the temple might be superior to it 
Now the Valley of the Cheesemongers, as it waa 
calledy and was that which we told yon before, dis- 
tinguished the hill of the upper dty from thai of 
the lower, extended as far as Siloam ; for that is 
the name^ of a fountain which hath sweet water in 
1^ and this in great plenty also. But on the out- 
sides, these hUls aro surrounded by deep valleys, 
and by reason of the precipices to them belonging 
on both sides, they aro every whero unpassable. ' 

2. Now, of these three walls, the old one was 
bard to be taken, both by reason of the valleys, 
and of that hill on which it was built, and vAiioh 
was above them. But besides that great advan- 
tage, as to the place whero they wero situated, it 
was also bnUt very strong ; because David and 
Solomon, and the followhig kings, wero very seal- 
ous abont this work. Now that wall began on the 
north, at the tower called ** Hippicus,^ and ex- 
tended as fitr as the •< Xistna," a place so called, 
and then, joinixig at the council-house, ended at the 
west oloiBter of the temple. But if we go the 
other way westward, it began at the same place, 
and extended through a place called ** Bethso," to 
the gate of the Essens ; and after that it went 
southward, having ito bending above the fountain 
Siloam, whero it also bends again towards the east 
at Solomon's pool, and reaches as £» as a certain 
pUce which they called '^Ophlas,*' whero it was 
joined to the eastern cloister of the temple. The 
second wall took ito beginning from that gate which 
they called " Gennath," which belonged to the first 
wall ; it only encompassed the northern quarter of 
the ci^, and reached as far as the tower Antonia. 
The beginning of the third wall was at the tower 



Hippicus, whence it reached as far as the north 
quarter of tlie city, and the tower Psephlnos, and 
then was so far extended till it came over-against 
the monnmento of Helena, which Hdena was queeH 
of Adiabene, the daughter <tf Ixatea : it ^en ex- 
tended farther to a great length, and pused by the 
sepulchral caverns of the kings, and bent agara at 
the tower of the comer, at the monument which it 
called the <« Monument of the Fuller," and joined 
to the old wall at the vaUey called the ** Valley of 
Cedron." It was Agrippa who edoompassed the 
parts added to the old eity with this wall, which 
bad been all naked beforo ; for as the city grow 
moro populous, it gradually cropt beyond ito old 
limits, and those parte of it that stood northward 
of the temple, and joined that hill to the city, made 
it considerably la^r, and occasioned that hitt, 
which is in number the fourth, and is called ** Be^ 
zetha," to be inhabited also. It lies over-agaiast 
the tower Antonia, but is divided from it b;^ a deep 
valley, which was dug on purpose, and^that in order 
to hinder the foundations of the tower of Antonia 
from joining to this hill, and theroby affording an 
opportmuty for getting to it with ease, and hinder* 
ing the secnritv that arose from ita superior eleva- 
tion ; for whi<» reason also that depth of the diteh 
made the elevation of the towers morororaarkable. 
This new-built part of the city.itM called ** Beae- 
tha," in our language, which, if interpreted in the 
Grecian kngnage, may be enled ^ the New City.'* 
Since, theroforo, its inhabilante stood in need of a 
oovering, the fitther of the prosent king, and of the 
same name with him, Agrippa, began that wall we 
spoke of ; but he left off building it when he had 
only laid the foundation, out of Uie fear he was in 
of Qandins Cessar, lest he should suspect that so 
strong a wall was built m order to make some in- 
novation in public affairs; for the eity could no 
way have been taken if that wall had been finished 
in the manner it was begun ; as ito parte wero con- 
nected together by stones twenty eubite long, and 
ten eubite broad, which could never have been 
easily undermined by any iron tools, or shaken by 
any engines. The wall was, however, ten eubite 
wide; and it would probably have had a height 
greater than that, had not his zeal who began il 
been hindered from etertiog itself. After this it 
was erected with great diligence by the Jews, as 
high as twenty cubits, above which it had battle- 
mento of two cubits, and turrets of three eubite aU 
titude, insomuch that the eutu\: altitude extended 
as far as twenty-five cubitk 

3. Now the towers that wero upon it wero twenty 
cubits in breadth and twenty eubito in height ; they 
wero squaro and solid, as was the wall itself^ 
wheroin the niceness of the jointe and the beauty 
of the stones wero no way inferior to those of the 
holy house itself. Above this solid altitude of tlie 
towers, which waa twenty eubite, thero wero rooms 
of great magnificence, and over them upper rooms, 
and cisterns to receive rain-water. They wero 
many in number,' and the steps by which you as- 
cended im to them wero every one broad ; of theeef 
towen then the third wall had ninety, and the 
spaces between them wero each two hundred eubite ; 
but in the middle wall wero forty towers, and thti 
old wall was parted into sixty, while the whole com* 
pass of the city was thirty- three fiirlongs. Now 
the third waU was all of it wonderfol ; yet was the 
tower Psephinus elevated above it at the north-west 
oomer, uid thero Titus pitched his own tent ; fof 
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beiDg BBveniy eubits high, it both aflTorded a pros- 
pect of Arabia at Bun-rtaing, as well as it did of the 
utmost limits of the Hebrew possessions at the sea 
westward. MoreoTer, it was an octagon, and over 
against it was the tower Hippicus ; and hard by 
two others were erected by king Herod, in the old 
wall These were for largeness, beauty, and 
strength, beyond all that were in the habitable 
earth : for besides the magnanimity of his nature, 
and his magnificence towards the city on other oe- 
easioDs, he boilt these after such an extraordinary 
manner, to gratify his own private affections, and 
dedicated these towers to the memory of those three 
persons who had been the dearest to him, and from 
whom he named them. They were Bis brother, him 
friend, and his wife. This wife he had shun out of 
his love [and jealousy], as we have already related ; 
the other two he lost in war, as they were courage- 
ously fighting. Hippicus, so named from his friend, 
was square ; its length and breadth each twenty- 
five cubits, and its height thirty, and it had no vap 
cuity in it. Over this solid building, which was 
composed of great stones united together, there was 
a reservoir twenty cubits deep, over which there 
was a house of two stories, whose height was twen- 
ty-five cubits, and divided into several parts ; over 
which were battlements of two cubits, and turrets 
all round of three cubits high, insomuch that the 
entire height added together amounted to fourscore 
cubits. The second tower which he named from 
his brother Phasaelusy had its breadth and its 
height equal, each of them forty cubits ; over which 
a cloister went round about, whose height was ten 
cubits, and it was covered from enemies by breast- 
works and bulwarks. There was also built over 
that cloister another tower, parted mto magnificent 
rooms and a place for bathing ; so that this tower 
wanted nothing that might make it appear to be a 
royal palace. It was also adorned wiUi battlements 
Jmd turretSy more than was the foregoing, and the 
entire altitude was about ninety cubits ; we appea*- 
ance of it resembled the tower of Pharus, which 
exhibited a fire to such as sailed to Alexandria, but 
was much hu-ger than it in compass. This was now 
converted to a house, wherein Simon ex ^rcised his 
tyrannical authority. The third tower was Mari- 
amne, for that was his queen's name ; it vas^solid 
as high as twenty cubits ; its breadth and its length 
were twenty cubits, and were equal to each ouier ; 
its upper buildings were more magnificent, and liad 
greater varietv than the other towers had ; for the 
king thought it most proper for him to adorn that 
which was denominated from his wife, better than 
those denominated from men, as those were built 
stronger tlian this that bore his wife's name. The 
entire height of this tower was fifty cubita. 

4. Now as these towers were so veiy tall, they 
appeared much taller by the pUce on which they 
stood ; for that very old wall wherein they were, 
was built on a high hill, and was itself a kind of 
elevation that was still thvty cubits taller ; over 
which were tiie towers situated, and thereby were 
made much higher to appearance^ The hugeness 
also of the stones was wonderful, for they were not 
made of common small stones, nor of such large 
ones only as men could carry, but they were of 
white marble, cut out of the rock ; eaph stone was 
twenty cubits in length, and ten in breadth, and 
five in depth. They were so exactly united to one 
another, that each tower looked like one entire rock 
ol Hume, 80 growing natural^, and afterwards out 



by the hands of the artifleera into present sliape 
and comers ; so little or not at all, did their jointE 
or connecdon appear. Now as these towers were 
themselves on the north side of the wall, the king 
had a palace inwardly thereto adjoined, which ex- 
ceeds all my ability to describe it ; for it was so 
very curious as to want no. oost or skill in its con- 
struction, but was entirely walled about to the 
height of thirty cubits, and was adorned with towem 
at equal distances, and with large bed-chambers^ 
that would contain beds for a hundred guests a- 
piice, in which the variety of the stones is not to 
be expressed ; for a large quantity of those that 
were rare of that kind was collected togetlier. 
Their roofs were also wonderful, both for the length 
of the beams and the splendour of their ornaments. 
The number of the rooms was also very great, and 
the variety of the figures that were about them waa 
prodigious ; their furniture was complete, and the 
greatest part of the vessels that were put in them 
was of sUver and gold. There were besides many 
porticoes, one beyond another, round about, and in 
each of those porticoes curious pillars ; yet were 
all the courts that were exposed to the air eveiy 
where green. There were moreover several giov<>8 
of trees, and long walks through them, with deep 
canals, and cisterns, tliat in several parts were fiUi-d 
with brazen statues, through which the water ran 
out. There were withal many dove-courts * of 
tame pigeons about the canals ; but, indeed, it is 
not possible to give a complete description of these 
palaces ; and the very remembrance of them is a 
torment to one, as putting one in mind what vastly 
rich buildings that fire whicli was kindled by the 
robbers hath consumed ; for these were not barm 
by the Romans, but by these internal plotters, as 
we have already reUited, in the begionins of their 
rebellion. That fire began at the tower of Aotonia, 
and went on to the palaces, and consumed the 
upper parts of the three towers themselves. 



CHAPTER V. 

A DESCUPTiOM OF TUB TKMPLB. 

§ 1. Now this temple, as 1 have already said, was 
built upon a strong hill. At first the plain at the 
top was hardly sufficient for the holy house and the 
altar, for the ground about it was rery uneven, and 
like a precipice ; but when king Solomon, who was 
the person that built the temple, had built a wall to 
it on its east side, there was then added one cloister 
founded oni a bank cast up for it, and on the other 
parts the holy house stood naked ; but in future 
ages the people added new banks,t and the hill 
became a larger plain. They then broke down the 
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wall on the north nde, and took in as much as 
sufficed afterward for the compass of tlie entire 
temple ; and when they had built walls on tliree 
^ides of the temple round about, from the bottom 
%fi the hill, and had performed a work that was 
ffreater than could he hoped for (in which work 
long ages weire spent by them, as well' as ail their 
sacred treasures were exhausted, which were still 
replenished by tlioee tributes which were sent to 
God from the whole habitable eartli), they then en- 
compassed their upper courts with cloisters, as well 
as they [afterward] did the lowest [court of the] 
temple. The lowest part of this was erected to the 
height of three hundred cubits, and in some places 
more ; yet did not the entire depth of the founda* 
tions appear, for they brought earth, and filled up 
the valleys, as being desirous to make them on a 
level with the narrow streets of the city ; wherein 
they nude use of stones of forty cubits in magni* 
tude ; for the great plenty of money thev then had, 
and tlie liberality of the people, made this attempt 
of theirs to succeed to an incredible degree ; and 
what could not be so much aa hoped for as ever to 
be acooipplisbed, was, by perseverance and length 
of time, brought to perfection. 

2. Now, for tlie works that were above these 
foundations, tliese were not unworthy of such foun- 
dations ; for all the doisters were double, and the 
pilhirs to them belonging were twenty- five cubits 
iu height, and supported the cloisters. These pillars 
were of one entire stone each of them, and that 
stone was white marble; and the roofs were 
adorned with cedar, curiously graven. The natural 
magnificence, and excellentpolish, and the harmony 
of the joints in these cloisters, afforded a prospect 
that was very remarkable ; nor was it on tlte out- 
side adorned with any work of the painter or en- 
graver. The cloisters [of tlie outmost court] were 
in breadtli thirty cubits, while the entire compass 
of it was, by measure, six furlongs, including the 
tower of Antonia ; those entire courts that were 
exposed to the air were laid with stones of all sorts. 
When you go through these [first] cloisters, unto 
the second [court of tlie] temple, there was a par- 
tition made of stone all round, whose height was 
three cubits : its construction was very elegant ; 
upon it stood^ pillars, at equal distances from one 
another, declaring the law of purity, some in Greek, 
and bome in Roman letters, that ** no foreigner 
should go within that sanctuary ;" for that second 
[court of the] temple was called ** tlie Sanctuary," 
uuU Has ascended to by fourteen steps from the 
fiintt court This oourt was four-square, and had a 
wall about it peculiar to itdilf ; the height of its 
buildings, although it was on the outside forty cu- 
bits,* was hidden by the steps, and on the inside 
that height was but twenty-five cubits ; for it being 
built over-against a higher part of tiie hill witn 
Bteps, it was no fartlier to be entirely discerned 
within, being covered by the hill itself. Bevond 
these fourteen steps there was the -distance of ten 
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cubits : this was all plain, whence there were other 
steps, each of five cubits a- piece, that leads to the 
gates, which gates on the north and south sides 
were eight, on each of those sides four, and of ne* 
ceiuiity two on tlie east ; for since there was a par* 
titiou built for the women on that side, as Uie pro- 
per place wherei4i they were to worship, there was 
a necessity of a second gate for them ; this gate was 
cut out of its wall, over-against the first gate» 
There was also on the.other sides one southern and 
one tiorthem gate, through which was a passage 
into the courteof the women '; for as to the other 
gates, the women were not allowed to pass through 
them ; nor when they went through their own gate 
could they go beyond their own wall. Thir piaee 
WAS allotted to the women of our own country, and 
of other countries, provided they were of the same 
nation, and that equally ; the western part of this 
court had no gate at all, but the wall was built en- 
tire on that side ; but then the cloisters which were 
betwixt the gates, extended from the wall inward, 
before the chambers ; for they were supported by 
very fine and large pillars. These clouters were 
mngle, and, excepting their magnitude^ were no way 
inferior to those of the lower court. 

3. Now nine of these gates were on every side 
covered over with gold and silver, as were the 
j.tinbs of their doors and their lintels ; but there 
was one gale that was without [the inward court 
of] the holy house, which was of Corinthian brass, 
aud greatly excelled those that were only covered 
over with silver aud gold. Each gate had two 
duorsy whote height was severally thirty cubits, 
and their breadth fifteen. However, they had 
larce spaces within of thirty cubits, and had on 
cadi siue rooms, and those, both in breadth and in 
lengthy built like towers, and their height was above 
forty cubits. Two pillars did also support these 
rooms, and were in circumference twelve cubits. 
Now Uie magnitudes of the other gates were equal 
one to another ; but that over the Corinthian gate, 
which opened on the east over-against the gate of 
the holy house itself, was much larger ; for its 
height was fifty cubits ; and its doors were forty 
cubits ; and it was adorned after a most costly 
manner, as having much richer and thicker plates 
of silver and gold upon them than the other. 
The&e nine gates had that silver and gold poured 
upon them by Alexander, the father of Tiberius, 
Now there were fifteen steps, which led away 
from the wall of the court of the women to this 
greater gate ; whereas those that led thither from 
the otlier gates were five steps shorter. 

4. As to the holy house itself, which was placed 
in the midst [of the inmost coiurt] that most sacred 
psrt of the temple, it was ascended to by twelve 
steps ; and in front its height and its breadth were 
equal, and each a hundred cubits, though it was 
behind tliirty cubits narrower ; for on its front it 
had what may be styled shoulders on each side, 
that passed twenty cubits farther. Its first gate 
was seventy cubits high, and twenty-five cubits 
broad ; but this gate had no doors ; for it repre- 
sented the universal visibility of heaven, and that 
it cannot be excluded from any place. Its front 
was covered with gold all over, and through it the 
first part of the house, that was more inward did 
ail of it appear ; which, as it was very hirge, so 
did ail the parts about the more inward gate ap- 
pear to shine to tliose that saw them ; but then, 
as the entire house was divided into two parts 
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withb, it wu only the fint pAii of it that was open 
to our Tiew. Its height extended all along to 
ninety cubits in heigh t, and its length was fiftv 
%cnbits, and its breadih twenty ; bat that gate which 
was at this end of the first part of the house was, 
as we have already obserTed, all over covered with 
gold, as was its whole wall about it : it had also 

EDlden Tines above it, from which dusters of grapes 
nng as tall sa a man's he%ht ; but then this house, 
as it was divided hito two parte, the inner part wsa 
lower than the appearance of the outer, and* had 
golden doors of fifty* ft re cubito altilade, and six- 
teen m breadth ; but before these doors there was 
a veil of equal largeness with the doors. It was a 
Babylonian curtain, embroidered with blue and 
fine linen, and scarlet, and purple, and of a con- 
texture that was truly wonderful. Nor was this 
mixture of colonm without its mystical interprets- 
ttoii, but was a kind of image of the universe ; fur 
by the scarlet tliere Keemed to be enigmatically 
signified fire, by the fine flax the earth, by the 
blue the air, and by the purple the aea ; two of 
them having their colours tliis foundation of this 
resembh^nee; but the fine flax and the purple 
have their own origin for that foundation, tlie 
earth prodaeing tlie one, and the sea the other. 
This cnrtoio had also embroidered upon it all that 
was mystical in the heavens, excepUog that of the 
(twelve] signs, representing living creatures. 

5. When any i>er8on entered into the temple, its 
floor received them. This part of the temple 
therefore was in height sixty cubito, and ito length 
the same ; whereas ito breadth was but twenty 
cubito : but still that sixty cubito in length was 
divided again, and the first part of it cut off at 
forty eabits, and had in it tliree things that were 
rety wonderful and famous among ull mankind ; 
the candlestick, the table [of shew- bread,] and the 
altar of incense. Now the seven lamps signified 
the seven planeto ; for so many there were spring- 
ing ont of the candlestick. Now, the twelve loaves 
that were upon the table signified tlie circle of the 
lodiae and the year ; but the altar of incense, by 
ito thirteen kinds of sweet-smelling spices with 
which the sea replenished it, signified that God is 
possessor of all things that aro botli in the uninha- 
bitoble and habitable parto of the earth, and that 
tliey are all to be dedicated to his ose. But the 
inmost part of the temple of all was twenty cubits. 
This was also separated from the outer part by a 
veil. In this there was nothing at all. It was in- 
accessible and inviolable, and not to be seen by 
any ; and was called the Holy of Holies. Now, 
about the sides of the lower part of the temple 
there were little booses, with passages out of one 
into another ; there were a great many of them, 
and they were three stories high ; there were also 
entrances on each side into tliem from the gate of 
the temple. But the superior part of the temple 
had no each little houses any farther, because the 
tomple was there narrower, and forty cubito higher, 
and of a smaller body than the lower parto of it. 
Thus we collect that the whole height^ indnding 
the sixty cubito from the floor, amounted to a 
hundred cubito. 

6. Now the outward fiice of the temple in ito 
front wanted nothing that was likely to surprise 
eiiher men^s minds or their eyes : for it was co- 
vered all over with plates of gold of great weight, 
and, lit the first rising of the sun, reflected back a 
very fiery splendour, and made those who forced 



themselves to look upon it to toxn tbeir ey«a aw^r, 
just as they would luive done at the wubTm own 
rays. But this temple appeared to atrangas, w btn 
they were at a distance, like a moantain eorered 
with snow ; for, as to those parta of it that were 
not gilt, they were exceeding white. On ito top it 
had spikes with sharp points, to preveBt aaj pol- 
lution of it by birds sitting upon it. Of its sfeoses, 
some of them were forty-five cnbita in leqgth, fire 
in height, and six in breadth. Before this tesipje 
stood the altar, fifteen cnbita high, mmA cqwal both 
in length and breadth ; each of which «yw«*«nin— 
was fifty cubito. The figure it was built in was a 
square, and it had comers like homa ; and the 
passage up to it was by an insensible aedivity. It 
was formed without any uroa tooH, nor did any seeh 
iron tool so much as touch it at anj time. '!^ere 
was a wall of partition, about a cnbit in height, 
nuide of fine stones, and so as to be gmtefdl to the 
sight ; this encompassed the boly house and the 
altar, and kept the people that were oo the oa&ide 
off from the priests. MoreoTer those that had th» 
gonorrhoea and the leprosy were exelnded oat of 
the dty entirely ; women sJso, when their oimiims 
were upon them, were shut out of the temple ; nor 
when Uiey were free from that impurity, ware dan' 
allowed to go beyond the limit before-mentiosed"; 
men also, that were not thoxougly pure, were pie- 
hibited to come into the inner [court <if the] tea- 
pie ; nny , the priesto themselves that were not pore, 
were prohibited to come into it also. 

7. Now all those of the stoek of the priesto that 
could not minister by reason of some defect in 
their bodies, came within the partition togeiber 
with those that had no such imperfeetiot^ and had 
their share with them by reason of their ato^ bst 
still nude use of none except their own private 
garmento ; for nobody but he that offieiatodhad on 
his sacred garmento ; but then these priesto tiiat 
were without any blemish upon them, went up to 
the altar clothed in fine linen. They abstsAued 
chiefly from wine, out of this fear, lest otherwise 
thejr should transgress some rules of their mmis- 
tration. The high-priest did also go up with tlica ; 
not always inde^ but on the seventh days and 
new moons, and if any festival belonging to our na- 
tion, which we celebrato every yeap happened. 
When he officiated, he had on a pair of bieedies 
that reached beneath his privy parto to his thighs, 
and had on an inner garment of linen, iogeUier 
with a blue garment, round, without seam, with 
fringe- work, and reaching to the feet. There were 
also golden bells that hung upon the fringes, sad 
pomegranates intermixed among them. The bells 
signified thunder, and the pomegranates U^tning. 
But that girdle that tied the garment to thebresai, 
was embroidered with five rows of various odours 
of gold, and purple, and scarlet, as also of fine lin» 
and blue ; with which colours, we told you before, 
the veils of the temple were embroidered also. The 
like embroidery was upon the epbod ; bat the 
quantity of gold therein was greater. Ito figure 
was that of a stomacher for the breast There 
were upon it two golden buttons like small shields, 
which buttoned the ephod to the garment t in these 
buttoua were enclosed two very large and very ex- 
cellent sardonyxes, having the names of Uie tribes 
of that nation engraved upon them : on the other 
part were hung twelve stones, three in a row oos 
way, and four in the other ; a sardius, a topax, sod 
an emerald : a cui-buncle, a jasper, anda aapphiie; 
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An Agate, ftn ametliysty and a Itgure ; an onyx, a 
borylj and a chrysolite ; npon erery one of which 
waH again engraved one of tne forementioned names 
<if the tribes. A mitre also of fine linen enoom- 
IMsaed hifl head, whieh was tied by a blue riband, 
about which there was another golden crown, in 
which wa4 engraven the sacved name [of God] i ii 
oonsists of four rowels. However, the high-priest 
did not wear these )i;armeatR «t other times, but a 
more plain habit ; he only did it when ha went into 
the most sacred part of the temple, whieh he did 
but once a year, on that day when onr custom is 
for all of us to keep a fast to God. And thus much 
concerning the city and the temple ; but for the 
customs and laws hereto reUting, we shall spteak 
more accurately another time ; for there remain a 
great many things thereto relatmg, which have not 
been here tooobed upon« 

8. Now, as to the tower of Antonia, it was situ- 
ated at the comer of two doistezs of the court of 
the temple ; of that on the west, and that on the 
north ; it was erected upon a rook of fifty cubits in 
height and was on a great precipice ; it was the 
work of king Herod, wherein he demonstrated his 
natural magnanimity. In the first place, the rock 
itself was corered over with smooth pieces of stone, 
from itB foundation, both for ornament, and thai 
any one who would either try to get up, or to g;o 
down it, might not be able to hold his feet upon it. 
Next to this, and before yon come to the edifice of 
the tower itself, there was a wall three cubits high ; 
but within that wall all the space of the tower of 
Antonia itself was built upon, to the height of forty 
enbilB. The inward parts bad the laigeness and 
form of a palace, it being parted into idl kinds of 
rooms and other oonvenienoes, such as courts, and 
places for bathing, and broad spaces for camps ; 
insomuch that, by having all eonveiiienoes that oities 
wantedy it might seem to be composed of several 
cities, but by its magnificence, it seemed a palace ; 
and as the entire stmctare resembled that of a tower, 
it oontained also four other distinct towers at its 
four comers ; whereof the others were but fifty 
cubits high ; whereas ^at which lay upon the 
south-east comer was seventy cubits high, that from 
thence the whole temple might be viewed ; but on 
the comer whore it joined to the two cloisters of the 
temple, it had passages down to them both, through 
which the guard (for there always Uy in this tower 
a Roman legion) went several ways among the 
cloisters, wiui theur arms, on the Jewish festivals, 
in order to watch the people, that they might not 
- there attempt to make any innovations ; for the 
temple was a fortress that guarded Uie city, as was 
the tower of Antonia a guard to the temple ; and 
in that tower were the giuurds of those three.* 
There was also a peculiar fortress belonging to the 
upper city, which was Herod's palace ; but for tlie 
hill Bezetha, it was divided from the tower of An- 
tonia, as we have already told you ; and as that 
hill on which the tower of Antonia stood, was the 
highest of these three, so did it adjoin to the new 
city, and was the only place that hindered the 
btglit of the temple on the north. And this shall 
suffice at present to have Fpoken about the city 
and the walls about it, because I have proposed 
to myself to make a more aocurate deeei-ipuon of 
it elsewhere. 



CHAPTER VI. 

OONCERNINO THE TTRANTS SIMON AND JOHN. HOW* 
ALSO, AS TITUS WAS GOING ROUND TUB WALL OW 
THB CITT, NICANO& WAS WOUNDED BT A DART ; 
WHICH AOCIOKVT PROVOKED TITUS TO TRESS 05 
THE BIEGR. ^ ' 
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§ I. Now the warlike men that were in the city, 
and the moltitade of the seditious that were with 
SiuMNi, were ten thousand, besides the Idunieans. 
Those ten thousand had fifty commanders, over 
whom this Simon was supreme. The I dnmeans that 
paid him homage were five thousand, and had eight 
commanders, among whom those of tlie greatest 
fame were Jacob, the son of Soaas, and Simon, the 
son of Catl|)as. John, who had seized upon the 
temple, had six tlioosand armed men, under twenty 
commanders ; the zealots also that had come over 
to him, and left off their opposition, were two thou* 
sand four hundred, and had the same commander 
they had formerly, Eleazar, together with Simon, 
the son of Ariiins. Now, while these factions fought 
one against anotlier, the people were their prey on 
both sides, as we have said already ; and that part 
of the people who would not join with them in their 
wicked praetieos, were plundered by both faotiona. 
Simon held the upper city, and the great wall as 
far as Cedron, and as much of the old wall as bent 
from Siloam to the east, and which went down to 
the paJaee of Monobazus, who was kuig of ^he Adi^ 
abeni, beyond Euphrates ; he also held the foun« 
tain, and the Acra, which was no otlier than the 
lower city ; be also held all that reached to the pa* 
laee of queen Helena, the mother of Monobaans ; 
but John held the temple, and the parts thereto 
adjoining, for a great way, as also Ophh^ and the 
▼alley called the ** Valley of Cedron ;" and when 
the parts that were interposed between their pos- 
sessions were bnmt by them, they left a space 
wherein they might fight with each other ; for this 
internal sedition did not cease, even when the Ro- 
mans were encamped near their very waUs. But 
although they had grown wiser, at the first onset 
the Romans made upon them, this lasted but a 
while ; for they returned to their former madness, 
and separated one from another, and fought it out, 
and did every thing that the besiegers could desire 
them to do ; for they never suffeied any .thing tliat 
was worse from the Romans than they made each 
other suffer ; nor was there any misery endured by 
the city after these men's actions that could be es- 
teemed new. But it was most of all unhappy be- 
fore it was overthrown, while those that took it did 
it a greater kindness ; for I venture to affirm, that 
the sedition destroyed the city, and the Romans 
destroyed the sedition, which it was a much harder 
thing to do than to destroy the walls ; so that we 
may justly ascribe our misfortunes to our own peo- 
ple, and the just vengeance taken on them by .the 
Romans ; as to which matter let every one deter- 
mine by the actions on both sides. 

2. Now, when sffairs within the city were in 
tliia posture, Titus went round tiie city on the out- 
side with some chosen horaemen, and looked about 
for a proper plaoe where he might make an im- 
pression upon the walls ; but as he was in doubt 
where he could possibly make an attack on any 
side (for the place was no way acoesaible where the 
valleys were, and on the other side the finit wsU 
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iippeared too Btroog to be shaken by the engines), 
he Uierefore thougnt it best to make his assault 
npon the mouument of John the high-priest ; for 
there it was tliat the first fortification was lower, 
and the second was not joined to it, the baiiders 
neglecting to build the wall strong where the new 
eiiy was not much inhabited ; here also was an 
easy passage to the tliird wall, through which he 
thought to take the upper city, and, through the 
tower of Antonia, the temple itself. But at this 
time, as he was going round about the city, one of 
his friends, whose name was Nicanor, was wounded 
with a dart on his left shoulder, as he approached, 
together with Josephus, too near the wall, and at- 
tempted to discourse to those that were upon the 
wall, about tei*ras of peace ; for he was a person 
known by tliem. On this account it was tliat 
Cessar, as soon as he knew their vehemence, that 
they would not bear even such as approached them 
to what tended to their own preservation, was pro- 
voked to press on the siege. He also at the same 
time gave his soldiers leave to set the suburbs on 
fire, and ordered that they should bring timber 
together, and raise banks against tlie city ; and, 
when he had parted his army into three parts, in 
order to set about those works, he placed those that 
shot darts and the archers in the midst of the 
banks that were then raising ; before whom he 
placed tliose engines tliat threw javelins, and darts, 
and stones, that he might prevent the eneniy from 
■allying out upon their works, and might hinder 
those that were upon Uie wall from being ablo to 
obstruct them. So the trees were now cut down 
immediately, and tlie suburbs left naked. But 
now while the timber was carrying to raise tlie 
banks, and the whole army was earnestly engaged 
in their works, the Jews were not, however, quiet ; 
and it happened that the people of Jerusalem, who 
had been hitherto plundered and murdered, were 
now of good courage, and supposed they should 
have a breathmg-time, while the others were very 
busy in opposing their enemies without the city, 
and that they should now be avenged on those that 
had been the autliors of their miseries, in case the 
Romans did but get the victory. 

8. However, John staid behind, out of his fear of 
Simon, even while his own men were earnest in 
making a sally upon their enemies without Yet 
did not Simon lay still, for he lay near the place of 
the uege : he brought his engines of war, and dis- 
posed of them at due distances upon the wall, both 
those which they took from Cestius formerly, and 
those which they got when they seized the garri- 
son that lay in the tower of Antunia. But though 
the V had these engines in their possession, they 
had so little skill in using tliem, that they were in 
a great measure useless to them ; but a few there 
were who liad been taught by deserters how to use 
them, which they did use, though after an awkward 
manner. So they cast stones and arrows at those 
that were making the banks ; they also ran out 
upon them by companies, and fought with them. 
Now those that were at work covered themselves 
with hurdles spread over their banks, and their 
engines were opposed to them when tliey made their 
excursions. The engines, that all the legions had 
ready prepared for Uiem, were admirably contri- 
ved ; but still more extraordinary ones belonged to 
the tenth legion : those that threw darts and those 
that threw stones, were more forcible and larger 
than the rasty by which they not only repelled the 



excursions of the Jews, but drove those away that 
were upon the walls also. Now, the stones that 
wero cast, were of the weight of a talent, and were 
earned two furlongs and farther. The blow thej 
gave was no way to be sustained, not only by those 
that stood first in the way, but by those that were 
beyond them for a great space. As for the Jews, 
they at first watched the coming of the stone, for it 
was of a white colour, and could therefore not only 
be perceived by the great noise it made, but could 
be seen also before it came, by its brightness ; ac- 
cordingly, the watchmen Uiat sat npon the towers 
gave them notice when the engine was let go, and 
the stone came from it, and cried out aload, in 
their own country language, '* thb son coxbth ;*** 
so those that were in its way stood off, and threw 
themselves down upon the ground ; by which 
means, and by their thus guarding themselves, 
tho^^e fell down and did them no harm. But 
theflp>mans contrived how to prevent that, by 
bUcEmg tlie stone, who then oonld aim at them 
with success, when the stone was not discerned be> 
forehand, as it had been till then ; and so they de- 
stroyed many of tliem at one blow. Yet did not 
the Jews, under all this distress, permit the Ro- 
mans to raise their banks in quiet ; but they shrewd!/ 
and boldly exerted themselves, and repelled them 
both by night and by day. 

4. And now, upon the finishing the Rontanworksy 
the workmen measured the distance there was from 
the wall, and this by lead and line, which they 
threw to it from their banks ; for tliey could not 
measui-e it any otherwise, because the Jews would 
shoot at them, if they came to measure it them- 
selves ; and when they found that the engines ooald 
reach Uie wall, they brought them thither. Then 
did Titus set his engines at proper distances, so 
much nearer to the wall, that tlie Jews might not 
be able tu repel them, and gave orders that the/ 
sliould go to work ; and when thereupon a prodi- 
gious noise echoed round about from three places, 
and that on the sudden there was a great noise 
made by the citizens that were within the city, and 
no less a terror fell upon the seditious themselves ; 
whereupon both sorts, seeing the common danger 
tliey were in, con '.rived to make a like defence. So 
those of different factions cried out one to another, 
that they acted entirely as in concert with their 
enemies ; whereas, they ought, however, notwith- 

• ^Vlwtahould bs thetnomiac of this ligiud or wmtah.vwd, vtam 
the wmtchman nw a ■tone eofnlnf from the engiM, *' tbb worn commm," 
or what mlttake then sa io tht rMdlng, 1 oMuiot U'lL The MSS. both 
GrMk and Latin, all agree In this reading: and I oaaaa* a|iyeoie «l 

any groundleM conjeetaial alteration of the teat from vlos to loty 
thatDotthe«eaoraeeMaf,batthatthc«rr«Mrord^r< oooMChi aahath 
been made by Dr. Hudeon, and not eoirectad by Hareraaap. Had 
Jowphiu wrttten erra hia flnt edition of theM baoks of the war la pa« 
Uvbrew , or had the Jew* Utni uaed the pure Hebrew at Janualea, the 
Hebrew word for a eon la eo lilce that Ibr a atone, ten and cta^ |hu oneh 
a oometlon might have ben mora ea<dly admitted. Bnt TBecphni 
wrote ble former edition tot tiie oee of the Jewa beyond EnnhntariL and 
ao in the Chaldee iangtwgi;, ae he did thia aeeoad edition In thaOnA 
language ; and ter waa the Ctialdee word for ton, iuaMad of the Hafaaew 
beti, and waoueed, not only In Chaldea, fto. but lu Jndenaleo, aatlM Mew 
Testament Infornia us. IMo also lela na know, that the very BnawiH at 
Koiii« itfunounocd the name of Simon the aoa of OkMvs, aar Fanm Ibr 
Bar Olam, aa we laam flram XiphlUne. page SI?. BetauMi tahie Mtfav, 
" that many will here luok for a myakry, aa thongh tha OHnnSit weea, 
th .t the tton of Ood oame now to Uka vengaaaee on Iha elns of the 
Jewish nation ;" which U lnd««d the tmth of the biet, but hartfte what 
Uie Je«va ooald now mean : uuIom poasibly by way of damlan ef ^eisn 
threaten log ao oft that he woulil oume at the head of tha Wiwnwi aewar 
for ibeir de>(ruetlon. But e«en this Interpretation has bnt n vary naaS 
degrwi of pfvbabUity. If I were to make an cnendathm by mine «c«. 
Jeeiura, 1 would rvnd ITCrOf instead of VtOV, UMiogh tha "^ in be 
not eograatM In tOP ) b<.oanas that b the word used by JoesphM Jajl 

before, as has beau already noted on this very («aaloo, wMlo M>f , 
an arrow or dart, iscnly a poettaal word, and nevernsod Inr Jowvhiai 
daewhere. and Is indeed no waysultMbh toihr oieastro, AhanghM 
not ihtowing arrows or darU, but grsal stooaL at this thuei 
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standing God did w^t grant them a lasting concord, 
ill their present circumstances, to lay aside their 
enmities one against another, and to unite together 
against the Romans. Accordingly, Simon gave 
those that came from the temple leave, by procla- 
mation, to go upon the wall ; John also himself, 
though he could not believe Simon was in earnest, 
gave them the same leave. So on both sides they 
laid aside their hatred and their peculiar quarrels, 
and formed themselves into one body ; they then 
ran round the walls, and having a vast number of 
torches with them, tliey throw them at the machines, 
and shot darts perpetually upon those that impelled 
those engines which battered the wall ; nay, the 
bolder sort leaped out by troops upon the hurdles 
that covered the machines, and pulled tliem to 
pieces, and fell upon those that belonged to them, 
and beat them, not so much by any skill they had, 
as principally by the boldness of their attacks. 
However, Titus himself sent assistance to^ those 
that were the hardest set, and placed both lilbrse- 
men and archers on the several sides of the en- 
gines, and thereby beat off those that brought the 
fire to them ; he also thereby repelled those that 
shot stones or darts from the towers, and then set 
the engines to work in good earnest ; yet did not 
the wall yield to these blows, excepting where the 
battering-ram of the fifteenth legion moved tlie 
corner of a tower, while the wall itself continued 
unhurt ; for the wall was not presently in the same 
danger with the tower, which was extant far above 
it ; nor could the fall of that part of the tower, 
easily break down any part of the wall itself toge- 
ther with it. 

5. And now the Jews intermitted their sallies 
for a while ; but when the^ observed the Romans 
dispersed all abroad at theur works, and in their 
several camps (for they thought the Jews had re- 
tired out of weariness and fear) they all at once 
made a sally at the tower Uippicus, through an 
obscure gate, and at tlie same time brought fire to 
bum the works, and went boldly up to the Romansy 
and to their very fortifications themselves, where, 
at the cry they made, those that were neajr them 
* came presently to their assistance, and those farther 
off came running after them : and here the bold- 
ness of the Jews was too hard for the good order 
of the Romans ; and as they beat those whom they 
first fell upon, so they pressed upon (hose that were 
ow gotten together. So this fight about the ma- 
chines was very hot, while the one side tried hard 
to set them on fire, and the other side to prevent 
it ; on both sides there was a confused cry made, 
and many of those in the fore-front of the battle 
were slain. However the Jews were now too hard 
for the Romans, by the furious assaults they made 
like madmen ; and the fire caught hold of the 
works, and both all these works and the engines 
themselves, had been in danger of being burnt, had 
not many of those select soldiers that came from 
Alexandria opposed themselves to prevent it, and 
had tliey not behaved themselves with greater cou- 
rage than they themselves supposed they could have 
done ; for they outdid those in this fight that had 
greater reputation than themselves l^fore. This 
was the state of things till Cnsar took the stoutest 
of his horsemen and attacked the enemy, while he 
himself slew twelve of those that were in the fore 
front of the Jews ; which death of those men, when 
the rest of the mtiltiuide saw, they gave way, and 
be pursued iheni, and drove them all into tdo city. 



and saved the works from the fire. Now it hap« 
peued at this fight, that a certain Jew was taken 
alive, who, by Titus's orders, was crucified before 
the wall, to see whether the rest of them would be 
affrighted, and abate of their obstinacy. But after 
the Jews were retired, John, who was commander 
of the Idumeans, and was talking to a certain sol- 
dier of his acquaintance before the wall, was wound- 
ed by a dart shot at him by an Arabian, and died 
immediately, leaving the greatest lamentation to 
the Jews, and sorrow to the seditious ; for he was 
a man of great eminence, both for his actions and 
his conduct also. 



CHAPTER VII. 

HOW ONE OF THE TOWERS EBECTBD BT THE ROMANS 
FELL DOWN OF ITS OWN ACCORD ; AND HOW THB 
ROMANS, AFTER GREAT SLAUGHTER HAD BEEN 
MADE, GOT POSSESSION OF THE FIRST WALL. HOW 
ALSO TITUS MADE HIS ASSAULTS UPON THE SECOND 
WALL ; AS ALSO, CONCERNING LONQINUS THE RO- 
MAN, AND CASTOR TUB JEW. 

§ 1. Now, on the next night, a most surprising dis- 
turbance fell upon the Romans ; for whereas Titus 
had given orders for the erection of three towers of 
fifty cubits high, that by setting men upon them at 
every bank, he might from thence drive those away 
who were upon the wall, it so happened that one of 
these towers fell down about midnight ; and as its 
fall made a very great noise, fear fell upon the 
army, and they, supposing that the enemy was 
coming to attack tbein, ran all to their arms. 
Whereupon a disturbance and a tumult arose 
among the legions, and as nobody could tell what 
had' happened, they went on after a disconsolate 
manner ; and seeing no enemy appear, they were 
afraid one of another, and every one demanded of 
his neighbour the watch-word with great earnest- 
ness, as though the Jews had uivaded their camp. 
And now they were like people under a panic fear, 
till Titus was informed of what had happened, and 
gave orders that all should be acquainted with it ; 
and then, though with some difficulty, they got deai 
of the disturbance they had been under. 

2. Now, these towers were very troublesome to 
the Jews, who otherwise opposed the Romans very 
courageously ; for they shot at them out of their 
lighter engines than those towers, as they did also 
by those that threw darts, and the archersy and 
those tliat slung stones. For neither oould the 
Jews reach those that were over them, by reason 
of their height ; and it was not practicable to take 
them, nolr to overturn them, they were so heavy, 
nor to set them on fire, because they were covered 
with plates of iron. So they retired out of the 
reach of the darts, and did no longer endeavour to 
hinder the impression of tlieir rams, which, by con 
tinually beating upon tlie wall, did gradually pre 
vail against it ; so that the wall already ^ve way 
to the Nice, for by that name did tlie Jews them- 
selves call the greatest of their engines, because it 
conquered all things. And now, they were for a 
long while grown weary of fighting, and of keeping 
guards, and were retired to lodge in the night-time 
at a distance from the wall. It was on other ac- 
counts a ho thought by them to be superfluous to 
guard the wall, there bciii*', besides that, two other 
furtilicatiuns .nil i*oiiiaiiiiiig, :ind tliey being sloth- 
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fitly And their couittels having been ill-eoncerted on 
ait occasions ; so a great many grew lazj, and re- 
tired. Then the Romans mounted the breach, 
where Nico had made one, and all the Jews left 
the guarding the wall, and retreated to the second 
wall ;'80 tliose that had gotten over the wall, opened 
the gates, and received all the army within it. And 
thus did the Romans get possession of this first 
wall, on the fifteenth day of the siege, which was 
the seventh day of the month Artemisins [ Jyar], 
when they demolished a great part of it, as well 
ai they did of the northern parts of the city, 
which had been demolished also by Cestins for- 
merly. 

8. And now Titos pitched his cnmp within the 
city, at that place which was called ** the camp of 
the Aiisyrians," having seized upon all that lay as 
ikr as Cedron, but took care to be out of the reach 
of tlie Jews' darts. He then presently began his 
attacks, upon which the Jews divided themselves 
into several bodies, and courageously defended that 
wall ; while John and his faction did it from tho 
tower of Antonia, and from the northern cloister of 
the temple, and fought the Romans before the mo- 
nument of king Alexander ; and Simon's army also 
took for their share the spot of ground that was 
near Ji;hn*s monninentj and fortified it as far as to 
Chat gate where water was brought in to the tower 
H ippicus. However, the Jews made violent sallies, 
and that frequently also, and in bodies together out 
ol the gates, and there fought the Romans ; and 
when they were pursued all together to the wall, 
they were beaten in those fights, as wanting the 
skill of ihe Romans. But when they fought tliem 
from the walls, they were too hard for tliem, the 
Romans being encouraged by their power, joined 
to tlieir skilly as were the Jews by their boldness, 
which was nourished by the fear they were in, and 
that hardiness which is natural to our nation under 
oalamities ; they wem also eooouniged still by the 
hope of deliverance, as were the Romans by the 
lioues of subduing them in a little tune. Nor did 
either side grow weary ; but attacks and fightings 
upon the wall, and perpetual sallies out in bodies 
were practiced all the day long ; nor were there any 
sort of warlike engagements that were not then put 
in use. And the night itself had much ado to part 
them, when they began to fight in the morning ; 
nay, the night itself was passed without sleep on 
both sides, and was more uneasy than the day to 
them, while tlieone was afraid lesttlie wall should 
be taken, and the others lest Uvb Jews should mako 
sallies opoii their camps; both sides ateo Uy in their 
armour during th» night-time, and thereby were 
i^eady at the appearanoe of liglit to go to the battle. 
Now, among the Jews the ambition was who should 
undtsrgo tlie first dangers, and thereby gratify their 
oominanders. Above all, they had a great venera- 
tif m and dn ad of Simon ; and to that degree was 
he regarded by every one of tliose that were under 
hnn, that at his command they were ready to kill 
themselres with their own hands. What made the 
Romans so conrageoos, was their usual custom of 
ouuquehng and disuse of beiiig>defeated, tlioir con- 
•taiu wari", and perpetual wai'like exercies, and tlie 
giiuideur of their dominion ; and what was now tlie 
chief enoonm^ment, — Titus, who was present 
everywhere with them all ; for it appeared a ter- 
rible thing to grow weary while Cie'»ar was there, 
and fought bravely as well as tliey did, and was 
himself at oucc an «>ye-wituvi%& of such as behaved 



themselves valiantly, and he who was to reward 
them also. It was besides esteemed an advantage 
at present to have any one's vak>ur known by Caesar ; 
ou which account many of them appeared to have 
more alacrity than strength to answer it. And now, 
as the Jews were about this time standing in array 
before the wall, and tltat in a strong body, and 
while both parties were throwing their darts at 
each other, Longinus, one of the equestrian order, 
leaped out of the army of the Romans, and leaped 
into the very midst of the army of the Jews ; and 
as they dbpersed themselves up<m this attack, he 
slew two of their men of tlie greatest courage ; one 
of them he struck in his month, as he was comuig 
to meet him ; the other was shun by that very dart 
that he drew out of the body of the other, with 
whi^ he ran this man through his side as he was 
running away from him ; and when he bad done 
this, he first of all ran ont of the midst^of his ene- 
mies to his own side. So this man signalized him- 
self for his valour, and many there were who were 
ambitious of gaining the like reputation. And now 
the Jews were unconcerned at what they snffered • 
tliemselves from the Romans, and were only solici- 
tous about what mischief they could do them ; and 
death itself seemed a small matter to them, if at 
the same time they could but kill any one of their 
enemies. But Titus took care to secure his own 
soldiers from harm, as well as to have them over- 
come their enemies, lie also said that incooaider- 
ate violence was madness ; and tliat this alone waa 
the true courage that was joined with good oonduct. 
He therefore commanded his men to take care, 
when tliey fought their enemies, that thej received 
no harm from them at the same time ; and tlieiebj 
show themselves to be truly valiant men. 

4. And now Titus brought one of his engines to 
the middle tower of the north part of the wall, in 
which a certain crafty Jew, whose name was Cas- 
tor, lay in ambush, with ten others like himself, the 
rest being fled away by reason of the archers. 
These men lay still for a while, as in great fear, 
under their breast-phites ; but when the tower was 
shaken,, the V arose ; and Castor did then stretch 
out his hand, as a petitioner, and called for Cnaar, 
and by his voice moved his compassion, and begged 
of him to have mercy upon them : and Titus in tlie 
innocency of his heart, believing him to bein earnest, 
and hoping that the Jews did now repent, slopped 
the working of the battering-ram, and forbade them 
to shoot at the petitioners, and bade Castor say 
what he had a mind to say to him. He said tlias 
he would come down, if he would give hun his rieht 
hand for his security. To which Titus replied, that 
he waa well pleased with such his agreeable eon- 
duct, and would be well pleased if all the Jews 
would be of his mind ; and that he was ready lu 
give the like security to the city. Now five of tlie 
ten dissembled with him, and pretended to beg for 
merpy ; while the rest cried out aloud, that they 
would never be slaves to the Romans, while it wa:» 
in their power to die in a state of freedom. Now 
while tlieee men were quarrelling for a long while, 
the attack was delayed ; Ctuttor also sent to Simun, 
and told him that tliey might take some time for 
consultation about what was to be done, because he 
would elude the power of the Romans for a con^^i- 
derable time. And at the same tiuto that he aeut 
thus to him, he appeared openly to exliort tlvifee 
that were obstinate t» accept (»f Titus's hand fur 
their security \ but they seemed very angry at it, 
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and brandished their nalced swords upon the breast- 
works, and struck themselves upon their breast, 
and fell down as if they had been slain. Hereupon 
Titus, and those with him were amaised at tlie cou- 
rage of the men ; and as they were not able to see 
exactly what was done, they admired at their great 
fortitude, and pitied their calamity. During this 
interval, a certain person shot a dart at Castor, and 
wounded him in his nose ; whereupon he presently 
pulled out the dart, and shewed it to Titus, and 
complained that this was unfair treatment: so 
CfiBsar reproved him tliat shot the dart, and sent 
Josephus, who then stood by him, to give his right 
hand to Castor. But Josephus said thAt he would 
not go to him, because these pretended petitioners 
meant nothing that was good ; he also restrained 
those friends of his who were zealous to go to him. 
But still tliere was one ^neas, a deserter, who said 
he would go to him. Castor also called to them, 
that somebody should come and receive the money 
which he had with him ; this made ^neas tho 
more earnestly to run to him with his bosom open. 
Then did Castor take up a great stone, and threw 
it at him, which missed him, because he guarded 
hunself against it ; but still it wouuded another 
soldier tfiat was coming to him. When Cssar un- 
derstood that this was a delusion, he perceived that 
mercy in war is a pernicious thing, because such 
cunning tricks have less place under the exercise of 
greater severity. So he caused the engine to work 
more strongly than before, on account of his aneer 
at the deceit put upon him. But Castor and his 
companions set the tower on fire when it began to 
give way, and leaped through the flame into a hid- 
den vault that was under it ; which made the Ro- 
mans further supposo tliat they were men of great 
courage, as having cast themselves into the fire. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

UOW TUB KOMANS tOOK THE SECOND WALL TWICE, 
AND GOT ALL KBADY F0& TAKING TUB TUl&D 
WALL. 

§ 1. Now CsBsar took this wall there on tlie fifth 
day after he had taken the first ; and when the 
Jews had fled from him, he entered into it with a 
thousand armed men, and thoeeof his choice troops, 
and this at a place where were the merchants of 
wool, the braziers, and the mai'ket for cloth, and 
where the narrow streets led obliquely to the wall. 
Wherefore, if Titus had either demolished a larger 
part of the wall immediately, or had come in, and 
according to the law of war, had laid waste what 
was left, his victory would not, I suppose, have 
been mixed with any loss to himself ; but now, out 
of the hope he had that he should make the Jews 
ashamed of their obstinacy, by not being willing, 
when he was able to afllict inem more than he 
needed to do, he did not widen the breach of the 
wall in order to make a safer retreat upon occasion ; 
for he did not think they would lay snares for him 
that did them such a kmdness. When therefore 
ne came in, he did not permit of his soldiers to kill 
any of those they caught, nor to set fire to their 
houses neither ; nay, he gave leave to the seditious, 
if they had a mind, to fight without any harm to 
the people, and promised to restore the people's 
effects to Uiem ; for ne was very desirous to pre- 



serve the city for his own sake, and the temple fori 
the sake of the city. As to the people, he had them 
of a long time ready to comply with his proposals ; 
but as to the fighting men, this humanity of hia 
seemed a mark of his weakness ; and they ima- 
gined that he made these proposals because he was 
not able to take the rest of the city. They also 
threatened death to the people, if they should any 
one of them say a word about a surrender. They 
moreover cut the throats of such as talked of a 
peace, and then attacked those Romans that were 
oome within the wall. Some of them tliey met m 
the narrow streets, and some they fought against 
from theirhouses, while they made a sudden sally 
out at the upper gates, and assaulted such Romans 
as were beyond the wall, till thoee that guarded the 
wall were so affrighted, that they leaped down from 
their towers, and retired to their several camps : 
upon which & great noise was made by the Romans 
that were within, because they vere encompassed 
round on every side by their enemies ; as also by 
them that were without, because they were in fear 
for those that were left in the city. Thus did the 
Jews grow jnore numerous perpetually, and had 
peat advantages over the Romans, by their full 
knowledges of those narrow lanes ; and they 
wounded a great many of them, and fell upon them, 
and drove them out of the city. Now tliese Romans 
were at present forced to make the best resistance 
they could ; for they were not able, in great num- 
bers,'to get out at Uie breach in the wall, it was so 
narrow. . It is also probable that all those that were 
gotten within had been cut to pieces, if Titus had 
not sent them succours ; for he ordered the archers 
to stand at the upper ends of these narrow lanes, 
and he stood himself where was the greatest mul- 
titude of his enemies, and with his darts he put a 
stop to them ; as with him did Domiuus Sabiuus 
also, a valiant man, and one that in this battle ap- 
peared so to be. Thus did Cassar continue to shoot 
darts at the Jews continually, and to hinder them 
from coming upon his men, and this until all his 
soldiers had retreated out of the city. 

2. And thus were the Rf)niiins driven out, afier 
they had possessed themselves of the second wall. 
Whereupon the fighting men that were in the city 
were lifted up in their mfnds, and were elevated 
upon this their good succesa, and began to think 
that the Romans would never venture to come into 
the city any more ; and tliat, if they kept within it 
themselves, they should not be any more conquer- 
ed ; for God had blinded tlieir minds for the trans- 
gressions they had been guilty of, nor could they 
see how much greater forces the Romans had than 
those tliat were now expelled, no more than they 
cuuld discern how a famine was creeping upon 
them ; for hitherto they had fed themselves out of 
the public miseries, and drank the blood of the 
city. But now poverty had for a long time seized 
upon the better part, and a great many had died 
already for want of necessaries ; although the sedi- 
tious indeed supiK>sed tlie destruction of the people 
to be an easement to themselves ; for they desired 
that none others might be preserved but such as 
were against a peace with the Romans, and were 
resolved to live in opposition to them, and they 
were pleased when tlie multitude of those of a con- 
trary opinion were consumed, as being then freed 
from a heavy burden : and this was their disposi- 
tion of mind with regard to those that were a-ithin 
the city, while they covered themselves with thoir 
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armour, and prevented the Romans^ when tliey 
were trying to get into the city again, and made a 
wall of their own bodies over-against that part of 
the wall that was east down. Thus did tliey Tali- 
antly defend tliemselves for three days ; but on the 
fourth day they could not support themeelves 
against the Tehement assaults of Titus, but were 
compelled by force to fly whither they had fled 
before ; so he quietly possessed himself again of 
that wall, and demolisiied it entirely ; and when 
he had put a garrison into the towers that were on 
the south parts of the city, he contrived how he 
might assault the third wall. 



CHAPTER IX. 

TITUS, WHEN THE JEWS WERE NOT AT ALL MOLLIFI- 
ED BT HIS LEAVING OFF THE SIEGE FOR A WHILE, 
SET HIMSELF AGAIN TO PROSECUTE THE SAME; BCT 
fcOOR SENT JOSEPUUS TO DISCOURSE WITH HIS OWN 
COUNTRTMEN ABOUT PEACE. 

§ 1. A RESOLUTION was DOW taken by Titus, to re- 
hix the siege for a little while, and to afibrd the se- 
ditious an intei-val fur consideration, and to see 
whether tlie demoli&liing of their second wall would 
not make them a little more compliant, or whether 
they were not somewhat afraid of a famine, because 
the spoils they had gotten by rapine would not be 
sufficient for them long ; so he made use of this 
relaxation, in order to compass his own designs. 
Accordingly, as tlie usual appointed time when he 
must distribute subsistence money to the soldiers, 
was now come, he gave orders that the command- 
ers should put the army in^o battle array, in the 
face of the enemy, and then give every one of the 
soldiers their pay. So the soldiers, according to 
custom, opened the cases wherein their arms before 
lay covered, and marched with their breast-plates 
on ; as did the horsemen lead their horses in their 
fine trappings. Then did the places that were be- 
fore the city, shine very splendidly for a great 
way ; nor was there any thing so grateful to Titus's 
own men, or so terrible to tlie enemy as that si^ht ; 
fur the whole old wall and tlie north side of the 
temple were full of spectators, and one might see 
the hcuses full of such as looked at tliero ; nor was 
there any part of the city which was not covered 
over with their multitudes ; nay, a very great con- 
sternation seized upon the hardiest of the Jews 
themselves, when tney saw all the army in tliu 
same place, together with the fineness of their arms, 
and the good order of their men ; and I cannot but 
think that the seditious would have changed thtir 
minds at that sight, unless the crimes they liuii 
committed against the people had been so horrid, 
that they despaired of forgiveness from the Ro- 
mans ; but as they believed deatli with tormens 
must be tlieir punishment, if they did not so on in 
the defence of the city, they thought it much better 
to die in war. Fate also prevailed so far over them, 
tliHt the innocent were to perish with the guilty, 
and the city was to be destroyed with the seditious 
tlmt were in it. 

2. Thus did the Romans spend four days hi 
bringing this subsistence-money to the several 
U'gioiifi ; but, on the fifth day, when no signs of 
peace appeared to come from ihe Jews, Titus di- 
vided his legions, and began to raise banks, both 



at the tower of Antonia, und at Johnls monument 
Now his dedgns were to take the upper city at that 
monument, and the temple at the tower of Anto- 
nia ; for if the temple were not taken, it would be 
dangerous to keep the city itaelf ; so at each of 
these parts he raised him banks, each legion raising 
one. As for those tliat wrought at John's montt- 
ment, the Idumeans, and those that were in anus 
with Simon, made sallies upon them, and pat aome 
stop to them ; while John's party and the multi- 
tude of zealots with them, did the like to tfaoso that 
were before the tower of Antonia. These Jewa 
were now too hard for the Romans, not only in di- 
rect fighting, because they stood upon the higher 
grouud, but because they had now learned to use 
their own engines ; for their coutinoal use of liiem, 
one day after another, did by degrees improve 
their skill about them ; for of one sort of engines 
for darte they had three hundred, and forty for 
stones ; by the means of wjiich they made it more 
tedious for the Romans to raise their banks ; bat 
then Titus, kuowing that the city would be either 
saved or destroyed for himself, did not only pro- 
ceed earnestly in the siege, but did not omit to nave 
the Jews exhorted to repentance ; so he mixed 

good counsel with his woi'ka for the siege ; and 
eing sensible tliat exhortationa are freqaendy 
more effectual than arms, he persuaded them to 
surrender the city, now in a manner already taken, 
and tliereby to save themselves, and sent Joeephu^ 
to speak to them in their own language ; fur he 
imagined they might yield to the persuaaion of a 
countryman of tlieir own. 

3. So Josephus went round about the wall, and 
tried to find a place that was out of the reach of 
their darte, and yet witliin their hearing, and be- 
sought theiu, ui many words, to spare themselves, 
to spare tlieir country and their temple, and not to 
be moi-e obdurate in these cases than foreigners 
themselves ; fur that the Romans, who had no re- 
ktion to those things, had a reverence for tlieir 
sacred rites and places, although they belonged to 
their enemies, and had till now kept their hands oiT 
from meddling widi them ; while such as were 
brought up under them, and, if they be preserred, 
will be the only people that will reap the benefit of 
them, hurry on to have them destroyed. That 
certa;inly they have seen their strongest walls de- 
molished, and that the wall still reniaiuing, was 
weaker than those that were ahready taken. That 
they must know the Roman power was invincible, 
and that they had been used to serve them ; for« 
that in case it be allowed a right thing to fight for 
liberty, that ought to have been done at fint ; bat 
for them that have once fallen under the power ot 
the Romans, and have now submitted to them for 
so many long years, to pretend to shake off that 
yoke afterward, was the work of such as had a 
mind to die miserably, not of suoh as were lovers 
of liberty. Besides, men mav well enough gradgo 
at the di&honour of owning ignoble masters over 
them, but ought not to do so to those who have all 
things under their command : for what part of die 
world is there that hath escaped the Romans, mt- 
let-a it be such as are of no use, for violent heat or 
violent cold ! And evident it is, that fortune is on 
all hands gone over to ihem ; and that God, when 
he had gone round the nations with this dominion, 
is now bcttled in Italy. That, moreover, it is a 
strong and fixed law, evendamong brute beasts, as 
well as among men, to yield to those that aiw tuo 
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strong for them ; aDd to suffer thoee to have dorni- 
11 ion who are too hard for the rest in war ; for 
which reason it was that their forefathers, who 
were far superior to them both in their souls and 
bodies, and other advantages, did yet submit to the 
Romans ; which they would not have suffered, had 
they not known that God was with tliem. As for 
themselves, what can they depend on in this their 
opposition, when the greatest part of the city is 
lii-eady taken ! and when those that are wiUiin it 
i re under greater miseries tlian if tliey wera taken, 
ai though tlieir walls be still standing ! For that tlie 
Romans aro not unacquainted with that famiue 
which is in tlie city, wliereby the people are already 
oousnmed, and the fighting men will in a little time 
be so Coo ; for although the Romans should leavo 
off the sieffe, and not fall upon the city with tlieir 
swords in Uieir hands, yet was there an insuperable 
war tliat beset them within, and was augmented 
every hour, unless they were able to wage war with 
famine, and fight against it, or could alone conquer 
their natural appetites. He added this farther. 
How right a thing it was to change Uieir conduct, 
before their calamities were become incurable, and 
to have recourse to such advice as might preserve 
them, while opportunity was offered tbein for so 
doing ; for that the Romans would not be mindful 
of tlieir past actions to their disadvantage, unless 
they persevered in their insolent behaviour to the 
end ; because they were naturally mild in their 
conquests, and preferred what was profitable, be« 
fore what their passions dictated to theui ; which 
profit of theirs lay not in leaving the city empty of 
inhabitants, nor the country a desert ; on which 
account Caesar did now offer them hU right hand 
for their security. Whereas, if he took the city by 
loroe, he would not save any one of them, and 
this especially, if they rejected his uffei-s in these 
their uunost distresses ; for the walls that wei-e 
ali'eady taken, could not but assure them that the 
third wall would quickly be taken also ; and though 
their fortifications should pi-ove too strong for tlie 
Romans to break through them, yet would the fa- 
mine fight for tlie Romans against them. 

4. While Josephus was making this exhortation 
to the Jews, many of them jeoted upon him from 
the wall, many reproached him ; nay, some threw 
their darts at him ; but when he could nut himself 
nersuade them by such open good advice, he betook 
himself to the histories belonging to their own na- 
tions ; and cried out aloud, ** miserable creatures ! 
Are you so unmmdfui of thooe that used to assibt 
you, that you will fight by your weapons and by 
your hands against the Romans! When did we 
ever conquer any other nation by such means ! and 
when was it that God, who is the Creator of tlie 
Jewish people, did not avenge them when they had 
been injured ! Will not you tui-n again, and look 
back, and consider whence it i^ that you fight with 
buch violence, and how great a Supporter you have 
profanely abused! Will you recall to mind the pro- 
digio^ tilings done for your forefathers and this 
holy place, and how great enemies of yours were 
by him subdued under you ! I even tiemble my- 
self in declaring the works of God before your ears, 
that are unworthy to hear them : however, hearken 
to me that you may be informed how you fight, not 
onlJT agaiiwt tlie Romans but against God himself. 
In old times there was one Necao, king of £g}'pt, 
who was also called Phaithob : he came with a pro- 
digious aiiny of soldiers, and seized queen Surah, 



the mother of our nation. What did Abraliam our 
progenitor then do ! Did he defend himself ftom 
this injurious person by war, alUiough he had three 
hundred and eighteen captains under him, and an 
immense an^y under each of them ! Indeed, he 
deemed them to be no number at all without God *a 
assistance, and only spread out his hands towards 
this holy place,* wliich you have now polluted, and 
reckoned upon him as upon his invincible supporter, 
instead of his own army. Was not our queen sent 
back, without any defilement, to her husband, tlie 
vex^ next evening !— while the king of Egypt fled 
away, adoring thu place which you have defiled by 
shedding thereon tne blood of your countrymen ; 
and he also trembled at those visions which he saw 
in the night- season, and bestowed both silver and 
gold on the Hebrews, as on a people beloved o:' 
God. Shall I say nothing, or shall I mention the 
removal of our fathers into Egypt, who, when they 
were used tyrannically, and were fallen under the 
power of foreign kings for four hundred years toge- 
ther, and might have defended themselves by war 
and by fighting, did yet do nothing but commit 
themselves to God ! Who is there that does not 
know that Egypt was over-run wi h all sorts of * 
wild beastSr and consumed by all sorts of distem- 
pers t how their laud did not bring forth his fruit! 
how the Nile failed of water ; how the ten plagues 
of £g}'pt followed one upon another ! and how, by 
those means, our fathers were sent away, under a 
guard, without any bloodshed, and without running 
any dangers, because God conducted them as hia 
peculiar servants! Moreover, did not Palestuie 
groan under the i-avage the Assyriansf made, when 
they carried away our sacred ark ! as did their idol 
Dagon, and as also did that entire nation of those 
that carried it away, how Uiey were smitten with a 
loathsome distemper in the secret parts of their 
bodies, when thenr very bowels came down toge- 
ther with what they had eaten, till tliose hands 
that stole it away were obliged to bring it back 
again, and that with the sound of cymbals and tim- 
brels, and other oblations, in order to appease lite 
anger of God for their violation of his holy ark. It 
was Grod who then became our general, and accom- 
plished these great thuigs for our fathei-s, and this 
because they did not meddle with war and fighting, 
but committed it to him to judge about tlieir affairs. 
When Sennacherib, king of Assyria, brought uloiig 
with him all Asia, and encompassed this city round 
with his army, did he fall by tlie hands of men i 
were not tliobe hands lifted up to God in prayeiit, 
without meddling with tlieir arms, when an angel 
of Gitd destroyed that prodigious army in oue uignt ! 
when the Assyrian king, as he roise nextdav, found 
a hundred fourauore and five thousand dead bodies, 
and when he, with the remainder of his army, fled 
away from tlie Hebrews, though tliey were unarmed, 
and did not piu'sue tliem ! You are also acquaiuied 

• JoMphu tamomt. In thto his •dminbl* aptceh to Uw Jewt, Uiat 
not AbMham odIj, but Pbanob king of ISgjrpt, pmywt luwards • tnn< 
|il« Mt Jtmulcni, ur towaras Jena atein H eir, in wbieb w«re Mwwnfe 
tt.un and Mount Iforiab, oo wbtob th« ubtninel* Mid tsmpla did after* 
. J -.^. . . - . ^^^ ubarnael* or t«m- 

ffi bjr God lo Abraliain, 
o olhr up hb ion latno 



pk waa built) nor la tba fiunuua eominnnd giu 
to go two or thiM days' Joumejr, on puyposa to o 
thcr«, unfltTountble to auvb a uwtiun. 

i Kute bare, tbat Jaa< phus, tn ibit bin rnnM admliabla •pcech, ealla 
tb« rtyriaaa, nay, avan tba PbiUatlnas, ou tba moat aoutb i^art ursyrbi, 
▲anrfauia; w biota JUrlaua obsvrvaa a* wbat was oontuvu an wing tba 
anewnt « rlten*. Mote ako, tbat Jo arhua mlgbt w«n put ihe Jawa in 
mind, aa be doaa here mora ibnn on«a, of tbair wonderful and irulj mira. 
caloua debveraooe from Sennavberib, king of A ajna, while tba Ronan 
■nny, and bim rif wiUi thi m, were now «nc»inp«d upon and beyond 
that vary •!«• of gruuiiB wberu UiO Aaayrian army lay 7W y< ai» bcArtw, 
iind which r. buiod ih« very name of lb. Gamp of ibe Ata^jTiuna »» thai 
«e« V day. S«e cbap. fii. not. a| and uba^ xli. aL«(. a 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



586 



WARS OF THE JEWS. 



BO'iK r« 



witli the slavery we were under at Babylon, where 
llie people were captives for seventy years ; yet 
were they not delivered into freedom again befoi-e 
God made Cji-us his gracious instrument in bring- 
ing it about ; accordingly they were^ set free by 
him, and did^ again restore the worship of their 
Deliverer at his temple. And, to speak in general, 
we can produce no example wherein our fathers got 
l^ny success bv war, or failed of success, when 
wiihout war they committed themaelvea to Grod. 
When they staid at home they conqueredyas pleased 
their Judge ; but when they went out to fight they 
were always disappointed : for example, when tlie 
king of Babylon besieged this vei-y city, and our 
king Zedekiah fought against him, contrary to what 
predictions were made to him by Jeremiah the 
prophet, he was at once taken prisoner, .and saw 
the city and the temple demolished. Yet how 
much greater was the moderation of thatking, than 
is that of your present goverooi-s, aiid that of the 
people then uuder him, than is that uf you at tliis 
time 1 for when Jereniiah cried out aloud, liuw 
very angry God was at them, because of iheir 
trausgresbions and told ihera that they should be 
taken prisoners, unless they would surrender up 
their city, neither did the king nor tlie people put 
him to death ; but for you (to pa^s over what y^^ 
have done within the ci y, which i am not able to 
describe, as your wickedness deserves) you abuse 
me, and thi-ow darts at roe, who only exhort you to 
save yourselves, as being provoked when you are 
put in mind of your fcins, and cannot bear the very 
mention of thu^e crimed which you every day per- 
petrate. For another example, when Antiuchus, 
who was called Epiplianes, lay beforo this city, and 
had been guilty of many iudignities against God, 
and our foie-fatiierH met him in arms, thoy then 
were slain in tlie battle, tliis city was plunderod by 
our enemies, ai\}l our sanctuary made desolate for 
three years aud i>ix momhd. And what need I 
bring any more examples I Indeed, what can it 
be thiat hath stirred up an array of the Romans 

r'nst our nation ! Is it not the impiety of the 
bitants ! Whence did our servitude commence t 
Was it not derived from the seditions that were 
among our fore-fathers, when the madness of Aris- 
tobuitts and Hyrcauus, aud our mutual quarrels, 
brought Pompey upon this city, and when God re- 
duced those mider subjection to the Ronoans, who 
were mi worthy of the liberty they had enjoyed ! 
After a siege, therefore, of three mouths, they were 
forced to surrender themselves, although they had 
been guilty of such offences with i-egard to our 
sniiciuary and our laws, as you lu^ve ; and this 
while they had much greater advantages to go to 
war than you have. Do not we know what end 
Auiigonus, the son of Aristobulus, came to, under 
whone reign God provided that tlus city should be 
taken again upon Recount of the people's offences i 
When Herod, tiiu cuu of Auiipater, brought upcm 
us Sosius, and Soaius brought upon us the Roman 
army, tliey were then encompassed and bettieged 
for u X months, till, as a punishment for their bins 
they were taken, and the city was plundered by the 
enemy. Thus it a])pears, that arms were never 
given to our nation ; but Uiat we are always given 
up to be fought against, and to be taken ; or 1 
suppose, tliat sudi as inhabit tliis holy pUice ought 
to commit the Uispotuii of all thiogn to God, and 
then only to disregard the aMHistifcnce of uieii when 
Uicy resign themselves up to ^cir arbilrulor^ who 



is above. As for you, what have }-ou done of those 
things that are reconunendcd by our legislator 1 
and what have you not done of those tilings that he 
hath condenmed 1 How much more impious are 
YOU than those who were so quickly t^Jien I You 
have not avoided so much as those sina which are 
usually done in secret ; I mean thefts, and trea- 
cherous plots against men, and adulteries. You are 
quarrelling about rapines and murders, and invent 
su-ange ways of wickedness. Nay, the temple it- 
self is become the receptacle of all, and this divine 
pUu» is polluted by the hands of those of our coun- 
try ; which place hath yet been reverenced by the 
Ilomans when it was at a distance from them, when 
they have suffered many of their own customs to 
give place to our law. And, after all this, do you 
expect Him whom you have so impiously abused to 
be your supporter J To be sure then you have a 
right to be petitioners, and to call on Him to aasbt 
you, so pure are your hands 1 Did your king [He- 
zekUh] lift up such hands in prayer to God against 
tlie king of Assyria, when he destroyed that great 
army in one night ! And do tlie Romans oommh 
such wickedness as did the king of Assyria, that 
you may have reason to hope for the like vengeance 
upon them 1 Did not that king accept of money 
from our king upon this condition, that he should 
not destroy the city, and yet, coutrary to the 
oath he had taken, he came down to bum the 
temple ! while the Romans do demand no mote 
tlian that accustomed tiibute which our iathera 
paid to their fathers ; and if they may but onoe ob» 
tain that, they neither aim to destroy this city, nor 
to touch this sanctuary ; nay, they will grant you 
beside^ -that your posterity shall be free, and your 

Sossessions secured to you, and will preserve your 
oly laws invioUte to you. And it is plain madness 
to expect that God should appear as well disposed 
towards the wicked as towanls the righteous, since 
he knows when it is proper to punish men for their 
sins immediately ; accordingly he brake the power 
of the Assyrians the very first night that they 
pitched theur camp. Wherefore, had he judged 
tliat our nation was worthy of freedom, or tlie Ro- 
mans of punishment, he had immediately inflicted 
punishment upon those Romans, as he did upou 
tlie Assyrians, when Pompey began to meddle with 
our nation, or when after him Sosius came up 
against us, or when Vespasian laid waste Galilee, 
or lastly, when Titus came first of all near to tliis 
city : although Magnus and Sosius did not only 
suffer nothing, but took the city by force : as did 
Vespasian go from the war he made against you to 
receive the empire ; and as for Titus, tliose springs 
that were formerly almost diied up when they wer«* 
uuder your power,* since he is come, run more 
plentifully than they did before ; accordingly, you 
know that Siloam, as well as all the other springs 
that were without the city, did so far fail, tliat water 
was sold by distinct measures ; 'whereas tliey now 
have such a gi-eat quantity of water for your eue- 
mies, as is sufficient not only for drink both for 
themselve and tlieir cattle, but for watering their 
gai-dens also. The same wonderful sign you had 
also experience of formerly, wheu the fore-men- 
tioned king of Babylon made war against us, and 

' Thb diyint np of Um Jcratnlam fbaataln of Slloam, wbon th* J««a 
wanted it, adiI lia Swwing bbuiHlMi^y vh«n Ui« cmidm ut tkci««« 
wuDted It, Mid tbeaa boUi to thadujrt of Zedekiah iiiwl uTTiUu tUHt iM* 
btat m» k ccrUin eveot woll known by tho itwe M ihau limo, — J— tyhos 
tells tb«m iitieoly lo thfkr aiXK) are xery retnariwiile ineiaBom of a JHvte* 
Pi^vidonoe forihe punuthmeoi oTUm Jewteh nation, wlionUMywMw 
grwwn vwjr wteked, lu UOik UiOfeO Oiuos of iIm dAMnteU«.a oCioi 
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when he took the city and burnt the temple ; while 
yet I believe the Jews of that age were not so im- 
pioiu as you arc. Wherefore I cannot but suppose 
that God is fled out of hb sanctuary, and stands on 
the side of those against whom you fi^ht. Now, 
even a man, if he be but a good man, will fly from 
an impure house, and will hate those that are in it ; 
and do you persuade yoi^rselves that God will abide 
with you in your iniquities, who sees all secret 
things, and hears what is kept most private ! Now, 
what crime is there, I pray you, that is so much as 
kept secret among you, or is concealed by you I 
nay, what is there that is not open to your very 
enemies 1 for you show your transgressions after a 
pompous manner, and contend one with another 
wliich of you shall be more wicked tlian another ; 
and you make a public demonstration of your injus- 
tice, as if it were virtue 1 However, there is a 
place left for preservation, if you be willing to ao> 
cept of it ; and God is easily reconciled to those 
that confess their faults, and repent of them. O 
Iia d-hearted wretches as you are 1 cast away all 
your arms, and take pity of your country already 
ffoing to ruin ; return from your wicked ways, and 
have regard to the excellency of that city which 
-you are going to betray, to that excellent temple 
with the donations of so many countries in it. Who 
could bear to be the first to set that temple on fire 1 
who could be willmg that these things should be no 
more 1 and what is there that can better deserve to 
be preserved 1 O insensible creatures, and more 
stupid than are the stones themselves 1 And if yon 
cannot look at these things with discerning eyes, 
vet, however, have pity upon your families, and set 
before every one of your eyes your children, and 
wives, and parents, who will bo gradually consumed 
either by famine or by war. I am sensible that this 
danger will extend to my mother, and wife, and to 
that family of mine who have been by no means 
ignoble, and indeed to one that hath been very emi- 
nent in old time ; and perhaps you may imagine 
that it is on their account only that I give you this 
advice : if that be all, kill them : nay, takemy own 
blood as a reward, if it may but procure your pre- 
servation ; ibr 1 am ready to die in case you will 
but return to a sound mind after my death."^ 



./ 



CHAPTER X. 



UOW A QEEA.T MANT OF THB PBOPLB KASmteTLY 
CffDBAVOUKSD TO DfiSERT TO THB ROMANS ; AS 
ALSO WHAT INTOLERABLE THINGS TH08B THAT 
STAID BEHIND 8UFFBRBD BT FAMINB, AMD TUB 
SAD CONBE^CBNCBS THEREOF. 

§ 1. As Josephus was speaking thus with a loud 
voice, the seditious would neither yield to what he 
said, nor did they deem it safe for them to alter 
their conduct ; but as*for the people,' they had a 
great inclination to desert to the B^mans ; accord- 
ingly, some of them sold what they had, and even 
the most precious tilings that had been laid up as 
treasures by tliem, for a yery small matter, and 
swallowed down pieces of gold, that they might not 
be found out by the robbers ; and when they had 
escaped to the Romans, went to stool, and had 
wherewithal to provide plentifullv for themselves ; 
(or Titus let a great number of tiiem go away into 
Uie couiiti-y, whither they pleased ; and the main 



reasons why they were so ready to desert were 
these : That now they should be freed from those 
miseries which they had endured in that city, and 
yet should not be in slavery to the Roniws : bow- 
ever, John and Simon, with their factions, did more 
carefully watch these men's going out than they 
did the coming in of ^he Romans ; and, if any one 
did but afford the least shadow of suspicion of snob 
an intention, his thi^Mit was eut immediately. 

2. But as for the richer sort; it proved all one to 
them whether they staid in the city or attempted to 
get out of it, for they were equally destroyed in 
both cases ; for every such person was put to death 
under tliis pretence, tliat they were going to desert, 
— but in reality that tlie robbers n)i>^ht get what 
they had. The madness uf the seditious did also 
increase together with their famine, and both those 
miseries were every day inflamed more and more ; 
for there was no com which anywhere appeared 
publicly, but the robbors came running into, and 
searched men's private houses ; and then, if they 
found none, they tormented them worse, because 
they had denied they had any ; and if they 
found none, they tormented them worse, because 
tliey supposed they had more carefully concealed 
it. The indication they made use of whether they 
liad any or not, was taken from the bodies of these 
miserable wretches ; which, if they were in good 
case, they supposed they were in no want at i3l of 
food ; but if they were wasted away, they walked 
off witliout searching any farther : nor did they 
think it proper to kill such as these, because they 
saw they would very soon die of themselves for 
want of food. Many there were indeed who sold 
what they had for one measure ; it was of wheat, 
if they were of the richer sort ; but of barley, if 
they were poorer. When these had so done, tliey 
shut themselves up in the inmost rooms of their 
houses, and attf the corn they Imd gotten ; some 
did it without grinding it, by reason of the extrem- 
ity of the want they were in, and others baked 
bread of it, according ns necessity and fear dic- 
tated to them ; a table was nowhere laid for a dis- 
tinct meal, but they snatched the bread out of the 
fire, half-baked, and ate it very hastily. 

3. It was now a miMtable ease, and a sight that 
would justly bring tears into our eyes, how men 
stood as to theur food, while the more powerful had 
more than enough, and the weaker were lamenting 
[for want of it]. But the fitmine was too hard for 
all other passions, and it is destructive to notliiug 
so much as to modesty ; for what was otherwiba 
worthy of reverence, was in this ease despised ; 
uisoniuch that children pulled the very morsels 
that their fathers were eating, out of their very 
mouths, and what was still more to be pitied, so 
did the mothers do as to their infiauts ; and when 
those that were most dear were perishing under 
their liands, they were not ashamed to take firom 
them the very kst drops that might preserve their 
lives ; and while they ate after this manner, yet 
were they not concealed in so doing ; but the sedi- 
tious every where came upon them immediately, 
and snatched away from them what they had got- 
ten from others ; for when they saw any honw 
shut up, this was to them a signal that the people 
within had gotten some food ; whereupon tliey 
broke open the doors, and ran in, and took pieces 
of what ihey were eatmg, almost up out of their 
very throats, and this by force ; the old men, who 
held their food fast, were beaten ; and if the wo* 
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men hid what they had within their hands, their 
hair was torn for so doing ; nor was there any 
oomroiseration shown either to the aged or to in- 
fants, hot they lifted up children from the ground 
as they hnng upon the morsels they had gotten, 
and shook them down upon the floor ; but still 
were they more barbarously^ cruel to those that 
had prevented their coming in, and had actually 
swallowed down what they were going to seize upon, 
as if they had been unjustly defrauded of their 
rignt They also invented terrible methods of 
torment to discover where any food was, and they 
were these : to stop up the passages of the privy 
parts of the miserable wretches, and to drive sharp 
stakes up their fundaments I and a roan was forced 
to bear what it is terrible even to hear, in order to 
make him confess that he had but one loaf of bread, 
or that he might discover a handful of barley-meal 
that was concealed ; and this was done when these 
tormenters were not themselves hungry ; for Hie 
thing had been less barbarous had necessity forced 
them to it ; but this was done tn keep their mad- 
ness in exercise, and as making preparations of 
provisions for themselves on the following da^'s. 
These men went also to meet those that had crept 
out of the city by night, as iar as the Roman 
guards, to gather some plants and herbs that grew 
wild ; and when those people thought they had got 
clear of the enemy, these snatched from utem what 
they had brought with them, even while they had 
frequently entreated them, and that by calling upon 
the tremendous name of God, to give them back 
some part of what tliey had brought ; though these 
would not give them the least crumb ; and they 
were to be well contented that they were only spoiled, 
and not slain at the same time. 

4. These were the afflictions which the lower 
sort of people suffered from these tyrante' guards ; 
but for the men that were in digntty, and withal 
were rich, they were carried before the tyrants 
themselves ; some of whom were falsely accused of 
laying treacherous plots, and so were destroyed ; 
others of tliem were charged with designs of be- 
traying the city to the Romans : but the readiest 
way of all was this, to suborn somebody to affirm 
tliat they were resolved to desert to the enemy ; 
imd he who was utterly despoiled of what he had 
by Simon, was sent back again to John, as of those 
who had been already plundered by John, Simon 

Cot what remained ; insomuch that they drank die 
lood of the populace to one another, and divided 
the dead bodies of the poor creatures between 
them ; so that although, on account of their ambi- 
ticn after dominion, they contended with each other, 
yet did they very well agree in their wicked prac- 
tices ; for he that did not commimicate what he 
had got by the miseries of others to the other ty- 
runt, seemed to be too little guilty, and in one re- 
spect only ; and he that did not partake of what 
was so cuinmuiiicated to him, grieved at this, as at 
tlie loss of what was a valuable thing, that he had 
uu share in such barbarity. 

o. it is theref ire impossible to go distinctly 
over every instance of these men's iniquity. I 
bhall therefore spt-ak my mind here at once briefly : 
— That neither did any other city ever suffer such 
miseries, nor did any age ever breed a generation 
more fruitful in wickedness than this was, from 
the beginning of the world. Finally, they brought 
the Hebrew nation into contempt, that they might 
themselves appear eomparatively less impiuua with 



regard to strangers. They confessed what was 
true, that they were the slaves, the scum, and the 
spurious abortive and offspring of our nation, 
while they overthrew the city themselves, and 
forced the Romans, whether they would or no, to 
gain, a melancholy reputation, by acting gloriousljr 
against them, and did almost draw that fire upou 
the temple, which they seemed to think came too 
slowly ; and, indeed, when they saw the templ« 
burning, from tlie upper city, they were neither 
troubled at it, nor did they shed any tears on that 
account, while yet these passions were discovered 
among the Romans themselves : which circum- 
stances we shall speak of hereafter in their proper 
place, when we come to treat of such matters. 



CHAPTER XI. 

HOWTHB JEWS WERE CRUCIFIED BEFORE THE WALLS 
OF THE CITY. CONCERNING ANTroCUUS BPIPUA- 
NES ; AND HOW THE JEWS OVERTHREW THE BANKS 
THAT BAD BEEN RAISED BT THE ROMANS. 

§ 1. So now Titus's banks were advanced a great 
way, notwithstanding his soldiers had been very 
much distressed from the wall. He then sent a 
party of horsemen, and ordered they should lay 
ambushes for those that went out into the valleys 
to gatlier food. Some of these were indeed figlu- 
ing men, who were not contented with what thev 
got by rapine ; but the greater part of them were 
poor people, who were deterred from deserting, by 
the concern they were under for their own rela- 
tions : for they could not hope to escape away, to- 
getlier with their wives and children, without tlie 
knowledge of tlw seditious ; nor could they think 
of leaving these relations to be slain by the robbers 
on their account ; nay, the severity of the famine 
made them bold in thus going out : so notliing re- 
mained but that, when Uiey were concealed from 
the robbers, they should be taken by the enemy ; 
and when they were going to be taken, they were 
forced to defend themselves, for fear of being pun- 
ished : as, after they had fought, they thought it 
too late to make any supplications for mercy : so 
tliey were first whipped, and Uien tormented wi n 
all sorts of tortures before tliey died, and were then 
crucified before the wall of the city. This misera- 
ble procedure made Titus greatly to piW them, 
while they caught every day five hundred Jews ; 
nay, some days they caught more ; yet did it not 
appear to be safe for him to let loose those that 
were taken by force to go their way ; and to set a 
guard over so many, he saw would be to make sudi 
as guarded them useless to him. The main reason 
why he did not forbid that cruelty, was this, that 
he hoped the Jews might perhaps yield at that 
sight, out of fear lest they might themselves after- 
wards be liable to the same cruel treatment So 
the soldiei-s, out of the wrath and hatred they bore 
the Jews, nailed those tliey caught, one after one 
way, and another after another, to the crosses, by 
way of jest ; when their multitude was so great, 
that room was wsnting for the crosses, and i 
wanting for the bodies.* 



I ha«jhow Ja«tij thh Jad^BMvt 
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2. But 80 far were the seditioiis from repenting 
at this sad siehty that, on the contrary, they made 
the rest of the multitade believe otiierwise ; for 
they brought the relations of those that had de- 
serted, upon the wall, with such of the populace as 
were very eager to go over upon the security of- 
fered them, and shewed them what miseries those 
underwent, who fled to the Romans ; and told them 
that those who were caught, were supplicants to 
them, and not such as were taken prisoners. This 
sight kept many of those within the city who weVe 
so eager to desert,' till the truth was known ; yet 
did some of them run away immediately, as unto 
certain punishment, esteeming death from their 
enemies to be a ^uiet departure, if compared with 
that by famine. So Titua commanded that the 
hands of many of those that were caueht should be 
cut off, that they might not be thoujent deserters, 
and might be credited on account of the calamity 
they were under, and sent them in to John and Si- 
mon, with this exhortation, that they would now at 
length leave off [their madness], and not force him 
to destroy the city, whereby they would have those 
advantages of repentance, even in their utmost dis- 
tress, that they would preserve their own lives, and 
BO fine a city of their own, and that temple which 
was their peculiar. He then went round about 
the banks tnat were cast up, and hastened them, in 
order to show that his words should in no Ions time 
be followed by his deeds. In answer to which, the 
seditious cast reproaches upon Ceasar himself, and 
upon his father also, and cried out with a loud 
voice, that they contemned death, and did well to 
preferring it before skvery ; that they would do 
all the mischief to the Romans they could while 
they had breath in them ; and that for their own 
city, since they were, as he said, to be destroyed, 
they had no concern about it, and that the world 
itself was a better temple to God than this. That 
yet this temple would be preserved by htm that 
iuliabited therein, whom they stiU had for their 
assistant in' this war, and did therefore laugh at all 
his threatenings, which would come to nothing ; 
because the conclusion of the whole depended 
upon God only. These words were mixed with 
reproaches, and with them they made a mighty 
clamour. 

3. In the msantime Antioehua Ephiphanes came 
to the city, having with him a considerable num- 
ber of other armMl men, and a band called the 
Macedonian Band about him, all of the same age, 
tall, and just past their childhood, armed, and in- 
structed after the Macedonian manner, whence it 
was that they took that name. Yet were many of 
tliem unworthy of so famous a nation ; for it had 
so happened, tliat the king of Commagene had 
flourished more than other kings that were under 
the power of the Romans, till a change happened 
in his condition ; and when he was become an old 
man, he declared pbunly that we ought not to call 
any man happy before he is dead. But this son of 
his, who was then come hither before his father 
was decaying, said that he could not but wonder 
what made the Romans so tardy in making their 
attacks upon the wall. Now he was a warlike man, 
and naturally bold in exposing himself to dangers ; 
he was also so strong a man, that his boldness sel- 
dom failed of having success. Upon tliis, Titus 
smiled, and said he would share the pains of an 
attack with him. However, Antioehos went as he 
then wasy and with his Macedonians made a sud- 



den assault upon the wall ; and, indeed, for his 
own part, his strength and skill wen so great, that 
he guarded himself from the Jewish darts, and yet 
shot his darts at them, while yet the young men 
with him, were almost all sorely galled ; for they 
had so great a regard to the promises that had been 
made of theur courage, that they would needs per- 
severe in their fighting, and at length inanyof tnem 
retired, but not till they were wounded ; and then 
they perceived that true Macedonians, if they were 
to be conquerors, must have Alexander's good for- 
tune also. 

4. Now, as the Romans began to raise their 
banks on the twelfth day of the month Artemisius 
[ Jyar], so had they much ado to finish them by the 
twenty*ninth day of the same month, after they had 
laboured hard for seventeen days continually ; for 
there were now four great banks raised, one of 
which was at the tower of Antonia ; this was raised 
by the fifth legion, over-against the middle of that 
pool which was called Struthius. Another was 
cast up by the twelfth legion, at the distance of 
about twenty cubits from the other. But the la- 
bours of the tenth legion, which lay a great way off 
these, were at the north quarter, and at the pool 
called Amygdalon ; as was that of the fifteenth le- 
gion about Uiirty cubits from it, and at the high- 
priest's monument And now, when the engines 
were brought, John had from within undermined 
th(B space that was over-against the tower of Anto- 
nia, as far as the banks themselves, and had sup- 
ported tlie ground over the mine with beams laid 
across one another, whereby the Roman works 
stood upon an uncertain foundation. Then did he 
order such materials to be brought in, as were 
daubed over with pitch and bitumen, and set them 
on fire ; and as the cross beams that supported the 
banks were burning, the ditch yielded on the sud- 
den, and the banks were shaken down, and fell in- 
to the ditch with a prodigious noise. Now at the 
first there arose a very thick smoke and dust, as 
the fire was choked with the fall of the bank ; but 
as the suffocated materials were now gradually 
consumed, a pkun flame brake out ; on which sud- 
den appearance of the flame a consternation fell 
upon the Romans, and the shrewdness of the con- 
trivance discouraged them ; and indeed, this acci- 
dent coming upon them at a time when they 
thought they had already gained their point, cooled 
tlieir hopes for the time to come. They also 
thought it would be to no pm*po.>« to take the pains 
to extinguish the fire, since, if it were extinguished, 
the baniu were swallowed up ahready [and become 
useless] to them. 

5. Two days after thfai, Simon and his party 
made an attempt to destroy the other banks ; for 
the Romans had brought their engines to bear 
there, and began already to make the wall shake. 
And here one Tephtheus, of Garsis, a city of Gali- 
lee, and Megassams, one who was derived from 
some of queen Mariamne's servants, and with 
them one from Adiabene, he was the son of Naba- 
teua, and called by the name of Chagiras, from the 
ill fortune he had, the word signifying ^ a lame 
man," snatched some torches, and ran suddenly 
upon the engines. Nor were there, during this 
war, any men who ever sallied out of the dty who 
were their superiors, either in their own boldness, 
or in the terror they struck into their enemies ; for 
they ran out upon the Romans, not as if they wei e 
(>nemies, but friends, without fear or deUy ; uor 
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4]d they leave their enemieft tUI U107 had nufaed 
violently tlinM||b ihe midst of them, and set their 
SMhinea ob are; and though they had darts 
thrown at them on every side, and were on every 
fide assaulted with their enemies' swords, yet did 
they not withdraw themselves out of the dangers 
they were in, tiil the fire had caught hold of the 
instruments; hut when the ftune went up, the 
Bfomans came ranning from their camp to save 
their engines. Then did the Jews hinder their 
succours from the w*H, and fought with those that 
endeavoured to quench the fire, without any regard 
to the danger their bodies were in. So the Ro- 
mans pnlkd the engiaes out of the fire, while the 
Imrdles tliat covered them, were on fire ; but the 
Jcw.4 caught hold of the hattering-rams through 
the flame itself, and held them last, although the 
iron upon them was become red-het ; and now the 
fire spread itself from the engines to the banks, 
and prevented those that came to defend them ; 
and all this while the Romans were encompssed 
round about with the flame ; and, despairme of 
saving their works from it, they retired to th«r 
'eamp. Then did the Jews become still more and 
more in numbw by the coming of tliose that were 
within the city to their assistance ; and as they 
were very bold upon the good success they had 
had, theur violent assaults were almost irresisrible ; 
nay, they proceeded as far as the fordfications of 
the enemy's camp, and fought with their guards. 
Now there stood a body of soldiers in array before 
that camp, which succeeded one another by turns 
in their armour ; and as to tlioae, the law of the 
Romans was terrible, that he who left his post 
there, let the occasion be whatsoever it might, he 
was to die for it ; so that body of soldiers, prefer- 
ring rather to die in fighting courageously, than as 
A punishment for their own cowardice, stood firm ; 
and at the neeeiBity these men were in of standing 
to it, many of the others that had run away, out of 
shame, turned back again ; and when they had set 
their engines against the wall, they kept the multi- 
tude from coming more of them out of tlie city ; 
[which they could the more easily do] because 
they had made no provision for preserving or 
ffuarding their bodies at this time ; for the Jews 
lOttght now hand to hand with all that came in their 
wapr, and, witliout any caution, fell against the 
pouits of their enemy{ spears, and attacked them 
bodies against bodies ; for they were now too hard 
for the Romans, not so much by their other war- 
like actions, as by these courageous assaults they 
made upon then ; and the Romans gave way more 
to theur boldness than they did to the sense of the 
harm they had received from them. 

6. And. now Titus was come from the tower of 
Antonia, whither he was gone to look ont for a place 
for raising other banks, and reproached the soldiers 
greatly for permittiug their own walls to be in dan- 
ger, ndien they had taken the walls of their enemies 
and sustained the fortune of men besieged, while 
the Jews were allowed to sally out against them, 
though they were already in a sort of prison. He 
then went round about the enemy with some chosen 
troops, and fell upon their flank himself ; so the 
Jews, who had been before assaulted in theur faces, 
wheeled about to Titus, and continued the fight. 
The armies also were now mixed one among ano- 
ther, and the dust that was raised so far hindered 
them from seeing one another, and the noise that 
was made so far hindered them from hearing one 



another, that neither aide eo^d diseem an enemy 
from a friend. However, the Jews did not flinch, 
though not so much h^cm their real strength, an 
from their despair of deliverance. The Robuom 
sJao would not yield, by reason of the regard they 
had to glory, and to their repntatioo in war, snd 
because Gsesar himself went into the danger beisve 
them ; insomuch that I cannot bnt thiifis tlie Bo- 
mans would' in the conclusion have now taken tbe 
whole multitude of the Jews, so very u^iy were 
tlley at them, had these not prevented tto upshot 
of the battle, and retired into the city. However, 
seeing the banks of the Romans demolished, these 
Romans were very much cast down upon the loss 
of what Iiad cost them so long pains, and this in 
one hour's time ! and m.-uiy indeed despaired of 
taking tbo city with their usual engioas of war only. 



CHAPTER XII. 

TITUS THOUORT PIT TO BIfCOMPASB THB CITT BDUNA 
WITH A WALL ; AFTBft WHipH TH FAMIICB 
OONSUMfeD THB PEOPLB BT WHOLB HOUSBS AND 
FAMILIES T06BTHBB. 

§ 1. Ahd now did Titus consult with his eomman- 
den what was to be done. Those that were of the 
warmest tempers, thought he should bring the 
whole army against ths city and storm the wall ; 
for that hitherto no more than a part of their army 
had fought with the Jews ; but that in case the en- 
tire army was to come at once, they would not be 
able to sustain their attacks, but would be over- 
whelmed by theur darts : but of those that were for * 
a more cautious management, some were for raising 
their banks again ; 1^ others advised to let the 
banks alone, but to lie still before the city, to guard 
against the coming out of tlie Jews, and againat 
their carrying provisions into the city, and so to 
leave the enemy to the famine, and thie without 
durect fighting with then ; for that despair was not 
to be conquered, especUlly as to those who are de- 
sirous to die by the sword, while a more terrible 
misery is reserved for them. However, Titns did 
not think it fit for so great an army to lie entirely 
idle, and that yet it was in vain to fight with those 
that would be destroyed one by another ; he ako 
showed them how impracticable it was to csst up 
nny more banks, Cor want of materials, and to guard 
ag^dnst the Jews' commg eat, stiUnore unpraeti- 
oable ; as also, to encompass the whole city round 
with his army, was not very easy, by reason of its 
magnitede and the difficulty of the situation ; and 
on other accounts dangerous, upon the salUes the 
Jews- might make out of the city ; for although they 
might gmird the known passages out of the phice, 
yet would they, when they found themselves under 
the greatest distress, contrive secret passages tmt, 
as being well acquainted with all such pbieee ; and 
if any provisions were carried in by stealil^ the 
siege would thereby be longer delayed. He mbo 
owned, that he was afraid that the length of time 
thus to be spent, would diminish the glory of his 
success ; for though it be true, that length of time 
will perfect every thing, yet, that to do what we do 
in a little time, is still necessary to the gainiBg iw- 
putation : that therefore his opinion was, tint if 
they aimed at quickness joined with seeurit/, ftcy 
must build a wall round about the whole city ; 
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which was, he thooght, the only vrtty to preveut the 
Jews from coming out any way, and that then they 
would either entirely despair of saWng the city, and 
so would surrender it up to him, or be still the 
more easily- conquered when the famine had farther 
weakened them ; for that besides this wall, he 
would not lie entirely at rest afterward, but would 
tike care then to have banks raised again, when 
those that would oppose them were become weaker : 
but that if any one should think such a work to be 
too great and to be finished without much difficulty, 
lie ought to consider that it is not fit for Romans 
to undertake any small work, and that none but 
God himself conld with ease accomplish any great 
thing wluitsoever. 

2. These arguments prevailed with the command- 
ers. So Titus gave orders that the army should 
be distributed to their several shares of this work ; 
And indeed there now came upon the soldiers a cer- 
tiiin divine fury, so that they did not only part the 
whole wall that was to be btult among them, nor did 
only oue legion strive with another, bat the lesser 
divisions of the army did the same ; insomuch that 
each soldier was ambitious to please his decurion, 
each decurion his centurion, each centurion his 
tribune, and tlie ambiliim of the tribunes was to 
j>lea8e their superior commanders, while Cissar 
liiroself took notice of and rewarded the like con- 
tention in tliose commanders ; for he went round 
Bbont the works many times evety day, and took 
a view of what was done. Titus began the wall 
from the Camp of the Assyrians, where his own 
camp was pitched, and drew it down to the lower 
parts of CenopoUs ; thence it went along the valley 
of Cedron to the Mount of Oliver ; it then bent 
towards the south, -and encompassed the mountain 
as far as the rock called Peristereon, and that other 
3)111 which lies ne^t it, and is over the valley which 
reaches to Siloam ; whence it bended again to the 
weet, and went down to the valley of the Fountain, 
beyond which it went np again at the monument 
of Animus the bigh'priest, and encompassing that 
mountain where Pompey had formerly pitched his 
camp, it returned back to the north side of the city, 
and was earned on as far as a certain village called 
** The House of the Erebintlii ;*' after which it en- 
compassed Herod's monument, and there on the 
east, was joined to Titus's own camp, where it 
began. Now the length of tlus wall was forty fur- 
longs, one only abated. Now at this wall without 
virere erected tbii'teen places to keep garrisons in, 
tl'e cireumferenee of which, put together, amounted 
to ten furlongs ; the whole was completed in three 
days : so that what would naturally have required 
some months, was done, in so short an interval as 
is incredible. When Titus had therefore encom- 
passed the city with this wall, and put garrisons 
into proper places, he went round the waUat4lie 
first waicb of tlie night, and observed how the guard 
was kept ; the second watch he allotted to Alexsya- 
dcr ; the commanders of legions took the third 
watch. They also cast Iq^ among themselves who 
should be upon the watch in the nigh^time, and 
who should go all night long round the spaces that 
were interposed between the garrisons. 

3. So all hop6 of escaping was now cut off from 
the Jews -together with their liberty of going out of 
the city. Tlien did the famine widen its progress, and 
devoured the people by whole houses and families ; 
the upper rooms wei*e full of women and children 
that were dying by famine ; and the lanes of the 



city were full of the dead bodies of the aged ; the 
children also and the young men wandered about 
the market- places like shadows, all swelled with fa- 
mine, and fell down dead wheresoever theur misery 
seized them. As for burying them, those that were 
sick themselves were not aUe to do it ; and those 
that were hearty and well, were deterred from doing 
it by the great multitude of those dead bodies, and 
by the uncertainty tliere was how soon they should 
die themselves ; for many died as they were bury^ 
ing others, and many went to their coffins before 
that fatal hour was come I Nor was there any la- 
mentation made under these calamities, nor were 
heard any mournful complaints ; but the famine 
confounded all natural passions ; for those who 
were just going to die, looked upon those that wer6 
gone to their rest before them with dry eyes and 
open mouths. A deep silence also, and a kind of 
deadly night, had seized upon the city ; while yet 
the robbers were still moze terrible than these 
miseries were themselves ; for they brake open 
those houses which were no other than graves of 
dead bodies, and pluudered them of what they had ; 
and currying off the coverings of thefr bodies, went 
out laughing, and tried the points of their swords 
on their dea4 bodies ; and, in order to prove what 
mettle they were made of, they tlimst some of those 
thi'ough tliat still lay alive upon the ground ; but 
for those that entreated them to lend them their 
right hand, and their sword to dispatch them, they 
were too proud to grant their requests, and letlt 
them to be consumed by the famine. Now every 
one of these died with their eyes fixed upon the 
temple, and left the seditious alive behind them. 
Now tlie seditious at first gave orders that the dead 
should be buried out 6f the public treasury, as not 
enduring the stench of their dead bodies. But 
afterwaHs, when they oonld not do that, tliey had 
them cast down from the walls into the valleya 
beneath. 

4. However, when Titus, in going his rounds 
ak>ng those valleys, saw them full of dead bodies, 
and the thick putrefaction running about them, he 
gave a groan ; and spreading out his hands to hea- 
ven, called God to witness that this was not his 
doing : and such was the sad case of the city itself. 
But the Ronmns were very joyful, since none of the 
seditious could now make sallies out of the city, 
because they were themselves disconsolate ; and 
the famine ahready touched thorn also. These Rod- 
mans besides had great pleut; of cum and other 
necessaries out of Syria, -and out of the neighbour- 
ing provinces ; many of whom would stand near to 
the wall of the city, and show the people what 
great quantities of provisions they had, and so make 
the enemy more sensible of their faminq, by the 
great plenty, even to satiety, which they had them- 
selves. However, when the seditious still showed 
no inclination of yielding, Titns, out of his oommi- 
seration of the people that remained, and out of his 
earnest desire of rescuing what was still left out ot 
these miseries, began to raise his banks again, al** 
though materials for them were hard to be eome 
at ; for all the trees that were about the city, had 
been already cut down for the makuig of the 
former hanks. Yet did tlie soldiers bnng with 
them other materials from the distance of ninety 
furlongs, and therohy raised banks in four parts, 
much greater than tiie former, though this was 
done only at the tower of Antonia. So Casar 
went his rounds through the legions, and hastened 
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on the works, and showed the robbers that they 
were now m his bauds. Bat these men, and these 
only, were incapable of repentine of the wickedness 
they had been guilty of ; and separating their 
tt'juls from their bodies, they used tliem both, as if 
they belonged to other folks, and not to themselves. 
For no gentle affection could touch their souls, nor 
could any pain affect tlieir bodies, since they could 
still tear the dead bodies of the people as dogs do, 
and fill the prisons with those that were sick. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

THE GREAT SLADGHTSRS AND SACRILEGE THAT WERE 
IN JERUSALEM. 

§ 1. Accordingly Simon would not suffer Matthi- 
as, by whose means he got possession of the city, to 
go off without torment This Matthias was tlie son 
of Boathus, and was one of the high-priests, one 
that had been very faithful to the people, and in 
great esteem with them : he, when the multitude 
were distressed by the zealots among whom John 
was numbered, persuaded the people to admit this 
Simon to oome in to assist them, while he had made 
no terms with him, nor expected any thing that was 
evil fronr him. But when Simon was come in, and 
had gotten the city under his power, he esteemed 
him tliat had advised them to admit him, as his 
enemy equally with the rest, as looking upon that 
advice as a piece of his simplicity onl/ : so he had 
him then brought before him, and condemned to die 
for being on the side of the Romans, without giving 
him leave tu make his defence. He condemned 
also his three sons to die with him ; for as to the 
fourth, he prevented him by running away to Titus 
before. And when he begged for this, that he 
might be slain before his sons, and that as a favour, 
on account that he had procured the gates of the 
city to be opened to him, he gave orders that he 
should be slain the last of them all ; so he was not 
slain till he had seen his sons slain before his eyes, 
and that by being produced over against the Ro- 
mans ; for such a charge had Simon given to Ana- 
Dus, the son of Bamadus, who was 5\e most bar- 
barous of all his guards. He also jested upon him. 
Olid told him that he might now see whether thcwe 
to whom he intended to go over, would send him 
any succours or not; but still he forbade their 
dead bodies should be buried. After the slaughter 
of these, a certain priest, Ananias, the son of Ma- 
sambulus, a person of eminency, ab also Aristeus, 
the scribe of the sanhedrim, and born at Eminaus, 
and with them fifteen men of figure among the 
people, were slain. They also Kept Josephas*8 
father in prison, and made public proclamation, 
that no citizen whosoever should either speak to 
liim himself, or go into his company among others, 
for fear he should betray them. They also blew 
such as joined in lamenting these men, without any 
fiurther examination. 

2. Now when Judas, the son of Judas, who was 
one of Simon's under officers, and a person intrust- 
ed by him to keep one of the towers, saw this pro- 
cedure of Simon, he called together ten of those 
under him tliat were most faithful to him ^perhaps 
this was done, partly out of pity to those that had 
s«» barbarously been put to death ; but, principally, 
iu or^ler to provide for his own safety) and spoke 



tlius to them : — " How long shall we bear these 
miseries ; or, what hopes have we of deliveraDce 
by thus continuing faithful to such wicked 
wretches ! Is not the famine already come against 
us t Are not the Romans in a manner gotten 
within the city ? Is not Simon become nnllalthfal 
to his benefactors t and is there not reaaon to fear 
he will very soon bring us to the like punishment, 
while the security the Romans offer as is sure I 
Come on, let us surrender up this wall, and save 
ourselves and the city. Nor will Simon be very 
much hurt, if, now he despairs of deiiveranoe, hs 
be brought to justice a little sooner than he thmks 
on." Now these ten were prevailed upon by those 
arguments ; so he sent tlie rest of those that were 
under him, some one way and some another, that 
no discovery might be made of what they had re- 
solved upon. Accordingly he called to the Ro- 
mans from the tower, about the third hour ; bat 
tliey, some of them out of pride, despised what he 
said, and others of them did not believe him to be 
in earnest, though tlie greatest number delayed the 
matter, as believing they should get possession of 
the city in a little time, without any liazard : but 
when Titus was juat coming thither with his armed 
men, Simon was acquainted witli tlie matter before 
he came, and presently took the tower into his own 
custody, before it was Eurreudered, and seized upon 
tliese men, and put them to death in the sight of 
the Romans themselves ; and when he had mangled 
their dead bodies, he threw them, down before the 
wall of the city. 

3. In the mcaotimo, Jasephna, as he was going 
round the city, had his head wounded by a stone 
that was thrown at him ; upon which he fell down 
ab giddy. Upon which fall of his, the Jews made 
a sally, and he had been hurried away into the eitjr, 
if Cnsar had not sent men to protect him immedi- 
ately ; and, as these men were fighting, Josephus 
was taken up, though he heard little of what was 
done. So tlie seditions supposed they had now 
slain tlie man whom they were the most desirous of 
killing, and made tliereupon a great nmse, by way 
of rejoicing. This accident was told in the city ; 
and the multitude that remained, became very dis- 
consolate at tlie news, as being persuaded that he 
was really dexid, on whose account alone they oonld 
venture to desert to tlie Romans ; but when Jose- 
phus's mother heard* in prison that her son was 
dead, she said to those that watched about her. 
That she had always been of opinion, smoe the 
siege of Jotapata, [that lie would be slain], and 
she would never enjoy him alive any more. She 
also made great lamentation privately to the maid- 
servants that were about her, and said. That this 
was all the advantage she had of bringing so ex- 
traordinary a person as this son into the world ; 
that she should not be able even to bury that son 
of hers, by whom she expected to have been-buried 
herself. However, this false report did not put his 
mother to pain, nor afford merriment to the robbers 
long ; for Josephus soon recovered of his woand| 
and came out, and cried out aloud. That it would 
Hot be long ere they should be punished for this 
wound they had given him. He also made a fresh 
exhortation to the people to oome out, upon the 
security that would be given them. This sight 
of Josephus, encouraged the people greatly, and 
brought a great consternation upon the seditioos. 

4. Hereupon some of tlie deserters, having no 
other way, leaped down from the wall immediately 
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while othen of them went out of the city with 
stones, AS if they would fight them ; but there- 
upon, they fled away to the Komans : — but here a 
worse fate aeeompanied these, than what they had 
found within the city ; and they met with a quicker 
diBpateh from the too mat abundance they had 
among the Romans, than thay oonld have done 
from the famine among the Jews ; for when they 
came first to the Romans, they were puffed up 
i>y the famine, and swelled like men in a dropsy ; 
after which they all on the sudden over-filled those 
bodies that were before empty, and so burst asun- 
der, excepting such only as were skilful enough to 
restrain their appetites, and, by degrees, took iu 
their food into bodies unaccustomed thereto. Yet 
did another plague seize upon those that were thus 
preserved ; for there was found among the Syrian 
deserters a certain person who was eaught gatlier- 
ing pieces of gold out of the excrements of the 
Jews' bellies ; for the deserters used to swallow 
such pieces of gold, as we told you before, when 
they came out; and for these did the seditious 
search them all ; for there was a great quantity of 
gold in the city, insomuch that as much was now 
sold [in the Roman camp] for twelve Attic [drams], 
as was sold before for twenty-five ; but when this 
contrivance was discovered in one instance, Uie 
fame of it filled their several camps, that the de< 
serters came to them full of gold. So the multi- 
tude of the Arabians, with the Syrians, cut up 
those that came as supplicants, and searched their 
bellies. Nor does it seem to me that anv misery 
befel the Jews that was more terrible than tliis, 
since in one night about two thousand of these de- 
serters were thus dissected. 

5. When Titus came to the knowledge of this 
wicked practice, he had like to have surrounded 
tliose that had been guilty of it with his horse, and 
shot them dead ; and he had done it, had not tlieir 
number been so very great, and those tliat were 
liable to this punishment would have been mani- 
fold, more than those whom they had slain. How- 
ever, he called together the commanders of tlie 
auxiliary troops he had with him, as well as the 
commanders of the Roman legions, (for some of 
his own soldiers had also been guilty herein, as he 
had been informed), and had great indignation 
against both sorts of them, and spoke to them as 
follows : — ** What ! have any of my own soldiers 
done such things as this, out of the uncertain hope 
of gain, without regarding tlieir own weapons, 
which are made of silver sud gold I Moreover, do 
the Arabians and Syrians now first of all begin to 
govern themselves as they plesse, and to indulge 
their appetites in a foreign war, and then, out of 
their barbarity in murdering men, and out of their 
hatred to the Jews, get it ascribed to the Ro- 
mans !*' — for this infamous practice was said to be 
spread among some of his own soldiers also. Ti- 
tus then threatened that he would put such men to 
death, if any of them were discovered to be so in- 
solent as to do so again ; moreover, he gave it in 
charge to the legions tliat they should make a 
search after such as were suspected, and should 
bring them to him ; but it appeared that the love 
of money was too hard for all tlieir dread of pun- 
ishment, and a vehement desire of gain is natural 
to men, and no passion is so venturesome as covet- 
ousness ; otherwise sudi passions have certain 
bounds, and are subordinate to fear ; but in reality 
it was God who ooiidemned the whole nation, and 
2q 



turned every course that was taken for their pre- 
servation to their desU'uction. This, therefore, 
which was forbidden by Cadsar under such a threat^ 
suing, was ventured upon privately against tlie 
deserters, and these barbarians would go out stUI, j 
and meet tliose that ran away, before any saw 
them, and looking about them to see that no Ro- ^ 
mans spied them, they dissected them, and pulled 
tills polluted money out of their bowels ; which 
money was still found In a few of them, while yet 
a great many were destroyed by the bai*e hope there 
was of thus geUing by them, which miserable treats 
ment made many that were deserting, to return 
back again into itie city. 

6. But as for John, when he could no longer 
plunder the people, he betook himself to sacrilege, 
and melted down many of the sacred utensils, which 
had been given to the temple ; as also many of 
tliof^e vessels which were necessary for sudi as 
ministered about holy things, the caldrons, the 
dishes, and the table ; nay, he did not abstain from 
those pouring-vessels that were sent them by Au- 
gustus and his wife ; for the Roman amperors did 
ever both honour and adoru this temple : whereas 
this man, who was a Jew, seized upon what were 
the donations of foreigners ; and said to those that 
were with him, that it was proper for them to use 
divine things while they were fighting fur the Di- 
vinity, without fear, and that such whose warfare 
is for the temple, should live of the temple ; on 
which account he emptied the vessels of that sa- 
cred wine and oil which the priests kept to bo 
poured on tlie burnt-offerings, and which lay in the 
inner court of the temple, and distributed it among 
the multitude, who, iu their anointing themselves 
aud druiking, used [enf^h of tneni] above an hin of 
them ; and nere 1 cann'^t but speak my mind, and 
what the concern lam under dictates to me» and 
it is this :— I suppose tliat had the Romans made 
any longer delay in coming against these villains, 
tlie city would either have been swallowed up by 
the gi'ouiid opening upon tliem, or been overflowed 
by water, or else been destroyed by such thunder 
as the country of Sodom* perished by, for it bad 
brought forth a generation of men much more 
atheistical than were tliose that suffered such puu- 

, ibhments ; for by tlieir madness it was that all the 
people came to be destroyed. 

7. And indeed, why do I reUte these particular 
calamities I — while Manneus, the son of Lazarus, 
came running to Titus at this very time, aud told 
him that there had been carried out through that 
one gate, which was entrusted to his care, no fewer 
thau a hundred and fifteen thousand eight hundred 
and eighty dead bodies, iu the interval between the 
fourteeuth day of the month Xanthicus [Nisan], 
wheu the Romans pitched their camp by tlie city, 
and the first day of the month Panemus [TainuzJ. 
This was itself a pn)digious multitude ; and tliuugh 
this uuiu was not himMilf set as a governor at tliat 
gate, yet was he a|)poiuted to pay the public sti- 
pend for carrying thebo bodies out, and so was 
obliged of necessity to number them, while the rest 
were buried by their reUtions, though all tlieir 
burial v/na but this, to briug tliem away, and cast 
them out of the city. After tills man there ran 

• JoMphas, both her* and bdSare (b. 1v. eb. vltl. wet. i) MtcMni the 
Imnd of budom, oot m part at Um Uk« Atphaiiitlt, or under iU wmtvr« i 
but nc«r it only, m Tultus alao took the aame notioa ttom blm (llwu 
T. 6, 7), wbleh the gtmt a»lMid takca to be the very tntlh, both tn htc 
BOlr on this pluee and in hi* PaUutina (torn. U p. SM-ars) ; tlwNi^b I 
rather lappo e part of thnt rrgittn of Penupolb to be now under t*> ^ 
waUM at the louth part ufthatMa; but partuiiia not the »b«k eu .nir 
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away to Titus many of the eminent eitizeoa, and 
told him the entire number of the poor that were 
dead ; and that no fewer than six hundred thou- 
sand were thrown out at the gates, though still the 
number of the rest oould not be discovered ; and 
they told him farther, that when they were no 
longer able to carry out the dead bodies of the 
iK>or, they laid their corpses on heaps in very Urge 
houses, and shut them up therein ; as also that a 
medinmus of wheat was sold for a talent ; and that 
when, a while afterward, it .was not poauble to ga- 
ther berbsy by reason all the oity was waUed alxmt, 



some penons were driven to that terrible diRtrea 
as to search tlte common sewers and old dusg-bilU 
of cattle, and to eat tiie dung which they got tbei« ; 
and what they of old oould not ao mudi m eodan 
to see, they now used for food. Wheu the BomsDi 
barely heard all this, they commiiexated their 
case ; while the seditious, who saw it also, did not 
repent, but suffered the same diatreds to eome upoo 
themselves ; for they were blinded by that fate, 
which was already coming upon the eiQri sod iip« 
themselves aho. 



BOOK VI. 

CONTAXHIHO THE INTERVAL OP ABOUT ONE MOUTH. 

FBOM THE GREAT EXTREMITY TO WHICH THE JEWS WERE REDUCED, TO THE 
TAKING OF JERUSALEM BY TITUS. . 



CHAPTER I. 

THATTBBMISBRIBS OF THE JEWS STILL GREW WORSE ; 
AMD HOW THE ROMAMS MADE AN ASSAULT UPON THE 
TOWER OF ANTONIA. 

{ 1. Thus did the miseries of Jerusalem grow 
worse and worse every dav, and the seditious were 
still more irritated by the calamities they were 
under, even while the Ikmine preved upon them- 
selves, after it had preyed upon the people. And 
hideed ihe multitude of carcases that ky in heaps 
one upon another, was a horrible sight, and pro- 
duced a pestilential stench, which wasahinderance 
to those that would make sallies out of the city, and 
fight the enemv : but as those were to go in battle- 
array, who had been already used to ten thousand 
murders, and must tread upon those dead bodies as 
they marched along, so were not they terrified, nor 
did they pity men na they marched over them : 
nor did tliey deem this aflTront offered to the de- 
ceased to be any ill omen to themselves ; but as 
they had their right hands already polluted with 
the murders of their own countrymen, and in that 
condition ran out to fight with foreigners, tiiey 
seem to me to have cast a reproach upon God 
himself, as if he were too slow in punishing them ; 
for the war was not now gone on with as if ithey 
had any hope of victory ; for they gloried after a 
brutish munner in that despair of deliverance thev 
were already in. And now the Romans, although 
they were greatly dietressed in getting together their 
materials, raised their banks in one-and-twenty 
days, after they had cut down all the trees that 
were in tlie country that adjoined to the city, and 
that for ninety fiirlongs round about, as I have 
already related. And truly, the very view itself of 
the country was a mehmcholy thing ; for those 
pUces which were before adorned with trees and 
pleasant gardens, were now become a deeolate 
country every way, and its trees were all cut 
down r nor oould aAy foreigner that had formerly 



seen Judea, and the moet beautiful roburfw of the 
city, and now saw it as a desert, but *«»«"« JJJ 
mourn sadly at so great a change : for the wwr nw 
Uid all signs of beauty quite waste : nor, if soyow 
that had known the phuse before, hsd wae <* • 
sudden to it now, would he have knoirn it «g»™ • 
but though he were at the city itself, yet ^^^ °* 
have inquired for it notwitlistanding. , , ./ 
2. And now the banks were fiiiiahed, W «• 
forded a foundation for fear both to the Rom^ 
and to the Jews ; for both the Jews «P^/™L 
the city would be taken, unless tbey eoflW ro^ 
those banks, ns did the Romans exp«» "*''. 
these were once burnt down, they should new 
able to take it ; for there was a mighty ttf^J 
materials, and the bodies of the t^^^^^TLii 
fiul iith such hard labours, w ^ "**^. ^r 
faint with so many instances of ill »n«*99 , ^ 
the very calamities themselves thst ^f^^ ^ 
city proved a greater discouragement to w 

mans than to those withhi the city ; for ^^[!^i. 
the fighting meu of the Jews to be not St iWJn^^ 

fied among such their sore afflictions, *°" ^'f 
had themselves perpetually leas snd ^^.^^ 
success, and their banks were forced to y»« ^ i 
stratagems of the enemy, their ^Dff"^^A to tii» I 
nesa of theur walL and their dosest tig«» ^^^ 



boldness of their attack; and. 



feirt' 



greatest discouragement of all, tb«y J^jSjoi «^ 
courageous souls to be superior to •°J? -<jiik»B, 
the miseries they were under by v^ ^ ^ 
their famine, and the war itwlf } """^ISce rf 
they were ready to imagine that the J^ ^(,5^ 
their attacks was invincible, and the *"*r^^iiii- 
shewed would not be discouraged ^f^^ i^ if 
ties ; for what would not those ^^^ reij 
they should be fortunate, who *°'h jTiiloar ' 
misfortunes to the improvement ^^j^^ ^eep * 
These considerations made the ^^^'T'^fbnB^ 
stronger guard about their banks thsn twy 
had done. i*f» ft* '*' 

3. But now John and his party *** 
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eurinff themselveB afterward, even in e«se this wall 
■hould be thrown down, and fell to their work before 
tlie battering-rams were brought against them. 
Yet did they not oompass what they endeavoured 
to do, but as they were gone out with their torches, 
they came back under great diseouragement, before 
they came near to the banks ; and the reasons 
were these : that in the fiist place, tlieir conduct 
did not seem unanimous, but they went out in dis- 
tinct parties, and at distinct intervals, and after a 
alow manner, and timorously, and, to say all in a 
word, without a Jewish courage ; for tliey were 
now defective in what is peculiar to our nation, 
that is, in boldness, in violence of assault, and in 
running upon the enemy all together, and in perse- 
vering in what they go about, though tiiey do not 
at first sncoeed in it ; bat they now went out in a 
more languid manner than usual, and at the same 
time found the Romans set in array, and more 
courageous than ordinary, and that they guarded 
their banks both with their bodisa and their SBttre 
armour, and this to such a degree on all sides, tlubt 
they left no room for the fire to get among them, 
and that every one of their souU was in such good 
courage, that they would sooner die than desert 
their ranks ; for besides their notion that all their 
hopes were cut off, in case their works were once 
burnt, the soldiers were ffreatly ashamed that sub- 
tilty should be quite too hard for courage, madness 
for armour, multitude for skill, and Jews for Ro- 
mans. ^ The Romans had now also another advan- 
tage, in that their engines for sieges eo-operated 
with them in thitiwing darts and stones as far as 
the Jews, when they were commg out of the city ; 
whereby the man that fell became an impediment 
to him that was next to him, as did the danger of 
goiog further make them less zealous m their at- 
tempts ; and for those tluit had run under the darts, 
some of them were terrified by the good order and 
ckMeness of the enemies' ranks before they came to 
a close fight, and others were pricked with their 
spears, and turned back again ; at length they re- 
proached one wiother for their cowardice, and re- 
tired without doing any Uung. This attack was 
upon the first day of the month Panemus [Tamuz]. 
So, when the Jews were retreated, the Romans 
brought theur engines, although they had all the 
while stones throwu at them from the tower of An- 
tonia, and were assaulted by fire and sword, and 
by all sorts of darts, which necessity afforded the 
Jews to make use of ; for although these had great 
dependence on their own wall, and a contempt of 
the Roman engines, yet did they endeavour to hin- 
der the Romans from bringing them. Now these 
Romans struggled hard, on the oontranr, to bring 
them, as deeming that this zeal of the Jews was iu 
order to avoid any impi-ession to be made on the 
tower of Aotonia, because its walls was but weak, 
and its fouudauons rotten. However, that tower 
did not yield to the blows given it from tlie engines; 
yet did the Romans bear the impressions made by 
the enemies' darts which were perpetoally east at 
them, and did not give way to any of those dangers 
that came upon them from above, and so Stey 
brought their engines to bear ; but then as tliey 
were beneath the other, and were sadly wounded 
by the stones tlirown down upon them, some of 
them threw their shields over their bodies, and 
partly with their handt^ and partly with their 
bodies, and portly with erows, they undermined its 
foundations^ and with great pains they removed 
2 Q 2 



four of its stones. Then night came upon both 
sides, and put an end to this struggle for the present ; 
however, that night the wall was so shaken by the 
battering-rams in that place where John hsd u»ed 
his stratagem before, and had undermined their 
banks, that the ground then gave way, and the 
wall fell down suddenly. v, 

4. When this accident had unexpectedly hap- 
pened, the minds of both parties were vark>osiy af- 
fected : for though one would expect that the Jews 
would be discouraged, because thi^fall of their wall 
was unexpected by them, and tliey had made no 
provirion in that case, yet did they pull up their 
courage, because the tower of AntonJa itself was 
still standing ; as was the unexpected joy of the 
Romans at mis fall of the wall soon quenched by 
the sight they had of another wall, which John and 
his party had built within it. However, the attack 
of this second wall appeared !• be easier than that 
of the former, because it seemed a thing of greater 
Csoility to get up to it through the parts of tlie for^ 
mer wall that were now thrown down. This new 
wall appeared also to be much weaker than the 
tower of Antonia, and accordingly the Romans ima- 
gined that it had been erected so much on the sud« 
uen, that they should soon overthrow it : yet did 
not any bodv venture now to go up to tliis wall : 
for that such as first ventured so to do must cer- 
tainly be killed. 

5. And now Titus upon consideration that the 
alacrity of soldiers in war is chiefly excited by 
hopes and good words, and that exhortations and 
promises do frequently make men to forget the lia- 
aards they run, nay, and sometimes to despise 
death itself, got together the roost courageous part 
of his army, and tried what he could do with his 
men by these methods :— « O fellow-soldiers," said 
he, « to make an exhortation to men to do what 
hath no peril in it, is on that very account inglori- 
ous to such to whom that exhortation is made } 
and indeed so it is in him that makes the exhorta- 
tion, an argument of his own cowardice also. I 
therefore tliink, that such exhortations ought then 
only to be made use of when affairs are in a dan- 
gerous condition, and yet are worthy of being at« 
tempted by every one themselves ; accordingly, I 
am fully of the same opinion with you, that it is a 
difficult task to go up tliis wall ; but that it is pro- 
per for those that desire reputation for their valour 
to struggle with diflioulties in such cases, will then 
appear, when I have particularly shown that it is 
a brave thing to die with gloiy, and that the courage 
here necessary shall not go unrewarded in those 
that first begin the attempt ; and let my first argu- 
ment to move you to it be taken from what proba- 
bly some would thuik reasonable to diasuade you, I 
mean the constancy and patience of these Jews^ 
even under their illsueceeses ; for it is unbecoming 
you, who are Romans and my soldiers, who have 
m peace been taught how to make wars, and who 
have also been used to conquer in those wars, to be 
inferior toTlews, either in action of the hand or in 
courage of the soul, and this especially when yoa 
are at the conclusion of your victory, and are as* 
sisted by God himself ; for as to our misfortttnes^ 
they have been owing to the madness of the Jews^ 
whUe their sufferings have been owing to your va- 
lour, and to the assistance God hath afforded vou ; 
ibr as to the seditions they have been in, and the 
famine tliey are imder, and the siege they now en- 
dore, and the fall of their walls without our «o* 
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ffuiesy what can they all be but demonstrations of 
God's anger against them, and of his assistanoe af- 
forded US ! It will not tlierefore be proper for you, 
either to show yourselves inferior to those to whom 
yoa are really superior, or to betray that divine 
Msifltanoe which is afforded you ; and indeed, how 
can it be esteemed otherwise than a base and un- 
worthy thing, that while the Jews, who need not 
be much asliamed if they be deserted, because they 
hare long learned to be slaves to others, do yet 
despise death, that they may be so no longer, — and 
do make sallies into the very midst of us frequently 
pot in hopes of oonquering ua, but merely for a de- 
monstration of their courage ; we, who have gotten 
poBsessioa of almost all the world that belongs to 
either land or sea, to whom it will be a great 
9hame if we do not conquer them, do not once un- 
dertake any attempt against our enemies wherein 
there is much danger, but sit still idle, with such 
brave arms as we have, and only wait till the fa- 
mine and fortune do our business themselves, and 
this when we h^ve it in our power, with some small 
basard, to gain all that we desire I For if we go 
np to this tower of Antonia, we gain the city ; for 
if there should be any more occasion for fighting 
against those within the city, which I do not sup- 
pose there will, since we shall then be upon the top 
of flie hill,* and be upon our enemies before they 
can have taken breath, these advantages promise 
na no less than a ceiiain and sudden victory. As 
for myself, I shall at pcesent wave any commenda- 
tions of those who die in war,f and omit to speak 
of the immortality of those men who are slain in the 
midst of their martial bravery ; yet cannot I for- 
bear to imprecate upon those who are of a contrary 
disposition, that tliey may die iu time of peace, by 
some distemper or other, since their souls are al- 
ready oondemned to the grave, together with their 
bodies ; fur what man of virtue is there who does 
not know that those souls which are severed from 
their fleshy bodies in battles by the sword, are re- 
ceived by the ether, that purest of elements, and 
ioined to that company which are placed among 
the stars ; that they become good demons, and pro- 
pitious heroes, and show themselves as such to 
their posterity afterwards I while upon those souls 
that wear away in and with theur distempered 
bodies, conies a subterranean night to dissolve 
them to nothing, and a deep oblivion to take away 
all the remeiubirance of them, and tliis, notwith- 
standing they be clean from all spots and defile- 
ments of this world ; so that, in this case, the soul 
at the same time comes to the utmost bounds of its 
life, and of its body, and of its memorial also ; but 
since fate has determined that death is to come of 
necessity upon ail men, a sword is a better instru- 
ment for that purpose than any disease whatsoever. 
Why, is it not tlien a very mean thing for us not 
to yield up that to the public benefit, which we 
must yield up to fate ! And this discourse have I 
made, upon the supposition that those who at first 
attempt to go upon this wall must needs be killed 

• Baknd noflM here, tmt ptrtlncnUy, that tin Umw of Antonia stood 
kiglior thMi th« floor of tM tempi* or eocrt adjointof to it; and that 
aMordingljr thay dcaemdad Ihoooe into tte twapte, as * *~ 
whcrs tpriUn also. H** b. vi. eh. II. wet. 5. 

t In tnisspMch o( Titus wo may elrarlji 
Boinanf thtn had of death, and ot the h*| 



• •priiks . 

fin this spMch o( Titiis wo may elrarly sec tbt notions which tba 
Jtantant thtn had of death, and ot the happjr state of thocs who dlad 
bfavcly in war, aod the oonUMy «*tat« or tho« who dtod ignobly in 



tlasflr bods by sleltaM«. Rdand hors also prodnoss two parnlltl passages, 
tbvonsontor AmmlKntu Mareeilinu*, etm.crinnf the Alanl, Ub. 81, 
tiiat '«th«vindgwl that man happy who Uid down his life In batUe;** 
toe other Yalniai. UAximuL lib. xi. e. «, who says, " that the ambrl 
Mid Osltiberi exulted Ibr joy la Ute army, «• bctiir to co oat of die world 
flotlouslyanl happi^.* 



in the attempt, though still men of true onunge 
have a chancA to escape even in the mosthszardooi 
undertakings ; for, in the first place, that part of 
the former wall that is thrown down, is etsily to 
be ascended ; and for the new-built walljitisetsOf 
destroyed. Do you, therefore, many of yon, patt 
up your courage, and set about this work, and do 
you mutually encourage and assist one another ; 
and this your bravery will soon break tlie hearts of 
your enemies ; and perhaps such a glorious nnder 
taking as yours is may be accomplished without 
bloodshed ; for although it be iustly tobesappcwd 
that the Jews will try to hinder you at your first 
beginning to go up to them, yet when you have 
once concealed yourselves from them, and driTen 
them away by force, they will not be able to 8o»- 
tain your efforts against them any longer, though 
but a few of you prevent them, and get over the 
walL As for that person who first mountB the wall, 
I should blush for shame if I did not make him to 
be envied of others, by those rewards I woold be- 
stow upon him. If such a one escape with his life, 
he shall have the command of otliers that are no* 
but his equals ; although it be true also, that the 
greatest rewards will accrue to such as die in the 
attempt.''^ 

6. Upon this speech of Titus, the rest of the 
multitude were affrighted at so grett a danger. 
But there was one whose name was S&bino^ a 
soldier that served among the cohorts^ and * °7' 
rian by birth, who appeared to be of very ereat 
fortitude, both in the actions he had done, and the 
courage of his soul he had shown ; altlioogh aoj 
body would have thought, before he came to ha 
work, that he was of such a weak constitation of 
body, that he was not fit to be a soldier ; for h» 
colour was bUck, his flesh was lean and thin, and 
hty close together ; but there was a certain heroie 
soul that dwelt m thia small body, which body was 
indeed much too narrow for that peculiar ooong® 
which was in him. Accordmgly he was the wrt 
that rose up ; when he thus spake :— " I w^^Jy 
surrender myself to thee, O Caesar : 1 fin^ *b^^ 
the wall, and I heartily wisli that my fortooe may 
follow my courage and my resolution. And if w""* 
ill-fortune grudge me the success of my m«*J^ 
taking, take notice that my ill-succesa will not W 
unexpected, but that I choose death voluntarily t^<»| 
tliy sake." When he had said Uiis, and bad ^»reaa 
out his sliield over his head with his left baod, a^ 
had, with his right hand, drawn his ^^^f^lZ. 
marched up to the wall just about the sixth ww 
of the day. There followed bun eleven oUien* 
and no more, that resolved to imitate his bravery f 
but still this was the principal person of them ati, 
and went first as excited by a divine fury. ^^Vj 
those that guarded the wall shot at them om 
thence, and cast innumerable darts upon them ti^ 
every side ; they also rolled very Urge •tones itfoo 
them, which overthrew some of those ^^^^^'.^ 
were with hini. But as for Sabinus hiaa^ ^ 
met the darts that were cast at him, sod tboog 
he was overwhelmed with them, yet did be no 
leave off the violence of his attack, before W " 
gotten up on the top of the wall, and had put ^ 
enemy to flight For as the Jews were astonisDeu 

at his great strength, and the bravery of °^^^ 
and as, withal, they imagined more of them had b" 
upon the waU than really had, they were pw *t 
flight And now one cannot but compkuD here »* 
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fortune, as BiiO eoTioiis of Tirtne, and always hin- 
dering the performance of glorions achieveraents ; 
this was the case of the man before us, when he 
had just obtained his purpose ; for he then stum- 
bled at a certain large stone, and fell down upon 
it headlong, with a yery great noise. Upon which 
the Jews turned back, and when they saw him to 
be alone, and fallen down also, they threw darts at 
him from every side. However, he got upon his 
knee, and covered himself with his shield, and at 
the first defended himself against them, and wound- 
ed many of those that came near him ; but he was 
soon forced to relax his right hand, by the multi- 
tude of the wounds that had been given him, till at 
length he waii quite covered over with darts before 
he gave up the ghost He was one who deserved a 
better fate, by reason of his bravery ; but, as might 
be expected, he fell under so vast an attempt. As 
for the rest of his partners, the Jews dashed three 
of them to pieces with stones, and slew them as 
they were gotten up to the top of the wall ; the 
other eight being wounded, were pulled down and 
carried back to the camp. These things were 
done upon the third day of the month Panemus, 
[Tamuz]. 

7. Now two days afterward, twelve of these men 
tiiat were on the fore-front, and kept watch upon 
the banks, got together, and called to Uiem the 
standard-bearer of the fifth legion, and two others 
of a troop of horsemen, aud one trumpeter ; these 
went without noise about the ninth hour of the 
night, through the ruins to the tower of Antonia ; 
and when they had cut the throats of the first 
guards of the place, as they were asleep, they got 
possession of the wall, and ordered the trumpeter 
to sound his trumpet Upon which the rest of the 
guard got up on the sadden, and ran away before 
any body could see how many they were that were 
gotten up ; for partly from the fear they were in, 
and partly from the sound of the trumpet which 
they heard, tliey imagined a great number of the 
enemy were gf»tten up. But as soon as Coesar 
heard the signal, he ordered the army to put on 
their armour immediately, and came thither with 
bis commanders, and first of all ascended, as did 
the chosen men that were with him. And as the 
Jews were flying away to the temple, they fell into 
that mine which John had dug under the Roman 
banks. Then did the seditious of both the bodies 
of the Jewish army, as well that belonging to 
John, as that belonging to Simon, drive them away ; 
and indeed were no way wanting as to the highest 
degree of force and alacrity ; for they esteemed 
themselves entirely ruined if once the Romans got 
into the temple, as did the Romans look upon the 
BHme thing as the beginning of their entire conquest 
So a terrible battle was fuught at the entrance of 
the temple, while the Romans were forcing their 
way, in order to get poesession of that temple, and 
the Jews were driving them back to the tower of 
Antonia ; in which battle the darts were on both 
sides useless, as well as the spears, and both sides 
drew their swords, and'fought it out hand to hand. 
Now during this struggle, the positions of the men 
were undistinguished on both sides, and they fought 
at random, die men bc-ing intermixed one witli 
another, and confounded, by reason of the narrow- 
ness of the place ; while the noise tliat was made, 
fell on the ear after an indibtinct maimer, because 
it was so very loud. Great slaughter was now 
made, on t^th bides, and tlie combatants trod upon 



the bodies and the annour of those that were dead^ 
and dashed them to pieces. Accordingly, to which 
side soever the battle inclined, those uiat had the 
advantage, exhorted one another to go on, as did 
those that were beaten make great lamentations. 
But still there was no room for flight, nor for pur- 
suit, but disorderly revolutions aud retreats, while 
the armies were intermixed one with another ; but 
those that were in the first ranks were under the 
necessity of killing or being killed, without any way 
for escaping ; for those on both sides that came 
behind, forced tliose before them to go on, without 
leaving any space between the armies. At length 
the Jews' violent zeal was too hard for the Romans' 
skill, and the battle already inclined entirely that 
way ; for the fight had lasteia from the ninth hour 
of the night till the seventh hour of the day, while 
the Jews came on in crowds, and had the danger 
the temple was^ in for their motive ; the Romans 
having no more here than a part of their army ; 
for those legions, on which the soldiers on that side 
depended, were not come up to them. So it was at 
present thought sufficient by the Romans, to take 
possession of the tower of Antonia. 

8. But there was one Julian, a centurion, that 
came frt m Bithynia ; a man he was of great repu- 
tation, whom I had formerly seen in that war, and 
one of the highest fame, both for his skill in war, 
his strength of body, and the courage of his soul. 
This man, seeing tlie Romans giving ground, and 
in a sad condition (for he stomi by Titus at the 
tower of Antonia), leaped out, and of himself alone 
put the Jews to flight when they were already con* 
querors, and made them retire as far as the comer 
of the inner court of the temple : from him the 
multitude fled away in crowds, as supposing that 
neither his strength nor his violent attacks could 
be those of a mere man. Accordingly he rushed 
through the midst of the Jews, as they were dis- 
persed all abroad, and killed tliose that he caught 
Nor, indeed, was there any sight that appeared 
more wonderful in the eyes of Ceesar, or more ter- 
rible to others than this. However, he was himself 
pursued by fate, which it was not possible thaA be 
who was but a mortal man should escape , for as 
he had shoes all full of sharp and thick nails,* as 
had every one of the other soldiers, so when he ran 
on the pavement of the temple, he slipped, and fell 
down upon his back with a very great noise, which 
was made by his armour. This made those that 
were running away to turn back ; whereupon those 
Romans that were in the tower of Antonia set up a 
great shout as they were in fear for the man. But 
the Jews got about him in crowds, and struck at 
him with their spears, and with their swords on all 
sides. Now he received a great many of the strokes 
of these iron weapons upon his shield, and often at- 
tempted to get up agam, but was thrown down by 
those that struck at him ; yet did he, as he hty 
along, stab many of them with his sword. Nor 
was he soon killed, as being covered with his hel- 
met and his breast-plate in iJl those parts of hia 
body where he might be mortally wounded ; he 
also pulled his neck close to his body, till aU hia 
other limbs were shattered, and nobedy durst come 
to defend him, and then he yielded to his &te. 
Now C«sar was deeply afieeted on account of this 
man of so great fortitude, and especially as he was 
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killed in the sight of so many people ; he was desi- 
itms himself to oomo to hisaasistaDce, but the place 
would not give him leave, while such as could hare 
done it, were too much terrified to attempt it. 
3'huB, when Julian had struggled with death a 
great while, and had let but few of tliose that had 
given him hia mortal wound go off unhurt, he had 
at last his throat cut, though not without some 
difficulty ; and left behind him a great fame, not 
only among the Romans and wiih Ceesar himself, 
but anionff his enemies also ; then did the Jews 
eatch up his dead body, and put the Riroans to 
flight again, and shut Uiem up in the tower of 
Antonia. Now those that most signalized them- 
selves, and fought most sealously in this battle of 
tiie Jewish side, were one Alexas and Gyphtheus, 
of John*8 party ; and of Simon's party wero Mala* 
chias, and Judas the son of Merfco, and James the 
son of Sosas, the commander of the Idumeans ; 
and of the zealots, two brethren, Simon and Judas, 
the sous of Jairu*. 



CHAPTER IL 

HOW TITUS OAVll ORDERS TO DEMOLISH THB TOWER 
or AlfTONlA, AND THEN PERSUADED JOSEPH US 
TO EXHORT THB JEWS AGAIN [TO A SURRENDER]. 

§ 1. And now Titus gave orders to hia soldiers 
that were with him to dig up the foundations of the 
tower of Autouia, and make him a ready 



for hii» army to come up ; while he himself had Jo- 
•ephtts brought tu hi iff (for he had been informed 
that on that very day, which was the seventeenth 
dftv* of Paueiuus [Tamuz], tlie sacrifice called 
*^ Uie Daily Sacrifice*' had failed, and had not been 
offered to God for want of men to offer it^ and that 
the people wei-e grievously troubled at it) aud com- 
manded him to say the same things to John that 
he had said before, that if he had any malicious in- 
elinatiou for fighting, he might come out with as 
mauy of his men as he pleased, in order to fight, 
without the danger of destroying eitlier his city or 
temple ; but that he desired he would not defile tlie 
timple, nor tlierebv offend agamst God. That he 
might, if he pleased, offer the sacrifices which were 
now dibcontiuued, by any of the Jews whom he 
should pitch u{.on. Upon this, Josephus stood in 
such a place where he might be heai'd, not by Johu 
only, but by muny more, aud then deckred to them 
what Cassar had given him in charge, and this in 
ihe Hebrew language.f So he earnestly prayed 
tliem to spare their own city, and to prevent tliat 
fire which was just ready to seize upon the temple, 
and to offer their usual sacrifices to God therein. 
At tliese words of his a great sadness and silence 
were observed among the people. But tlie tyrant 
himself cast mauy reproaches upon Josephus, with 
imprecations besides ; and at Ust added this witha), 
that he did never fear the taking of the city, be- 

* Thli WM a Tflry romarkab!* daj IndMd, tii* wf enfMsUi of PanMnia 
fTftniui], A. ». 70, when, MVurtf ■>« to Daut«ls pt-MloiloB, «M ve«n 
Kforc, Um RuiiMn4 " in half a week eaiuea Uie •aorlft<.<a and olilallon tp 
VMM." 1>:«n. ix. ir7 ; for tetim th« month uf Pibruary, a, d. 90, about 
«kMi UiiM YMpA-Niit «tHirr<-4 fwi this war, lo thi» vetytlme. waajuat 
UirM jrcMn «tiu » half. 8m Bishop Liogni'i Tabic* of Curotiulugy, pub- 
H-had by Mr. Markhbll, ou tiiia y«ar. Jlor la u to be ontittad, what 
frrjr B«^arly eoiitlnus ibM duratluii uf Uia war, tttat four jw.- beiura th« 
tmt bcgxn.waa totnawhal abo«a aeieii yean fl%a uhmUu bafora Uka 
d>;.> mcUon uT 4vru»ttlvnif oba|i. v. mtnt. a. 

( 1 »• aim- Umt in tin M«w T«aiMMiit la alwaya m» ettllM, and «u 
ihtoih cMuaaaalaiigvaiaU tbaJ««a«irjiid«a.whl«h wa« tha Syrac 



cause it was God's own cttj. In answer to vhieh, 
Jusephus said thus, with a loud voiee:— <*To be 
•ore, thou hast kept this city wonderfully pure for 
God's sake ! the temple also continues entirelj un- 
polluted ! Nor hast thoa been guilty of nay m- 
piety against him, for whose assistance thou hopest! 
He still receives hia accustomed sacrifioet 1 Vile 
wretch that thou art I if any one should depriTe 
thee of thy daily food, thou wouldst esteem him to 
be an enemy to thee ; bat thou hopest to hare that 
God for tliy supporter in this war whom thou hwt 
deprived of his everlasting worship I and tfaon im- 
putest those sius to the Itomans, who to this tery 
time take care to have our laws observed, and al- 
most compel these sacrifices to be still offered to 
God, which have by tliy means been internutted I 
Who is there can avoid groans and lamentstioiisat 
the amazing change that is made in this city ! noee 
very foreiffnera and enemies do now correct that 
impiety lAich thou hast occasioned : while thon, 
who art a Jew, and was educated in our laws, art 
become a greater enemy to them than the othen . 
But siili, John, it is never dishonouimble to repent, 
aud amend what hath been done amis^ ^J^ 
at the last extremity. Thou hast an instanee before 
thee m Jeclioniah4: the king of the Jews, if tbou 
bast a muid to save the city, who, when the kingw 
Babylon made war against him, dki, of his own a^ 
oord, go out of this city before it was takes, and 
did undergo a voluntary captivity with hia iami;, 
that the sanctuary might not be delivered up to tiw 
enemy, aud that he nught not see the house of (^ 
set on fire: on which account he is ®^*f"**T 
among all the Jews, in their sacred memoriala, and 
his memory is become immortal, and will be con- 
veyed fresli down to our posterity through all age*- 
This, John, is an excellent eiuuuple in such a ^ 
of danger ; aud i dare venture to proroiae tnat 
the Romans bhaU still forgive thee. And v^ 



notice, that I, who make this exhurtatioa 



to thee, 



am^MW, nun* Mf nHW aunav nuw «am»»~-' . 

am one of thine own nation ; I, who am a •**>" 
make this promise to thee. And it wiU beooao 
thee to consider who I am that give thee tbia eouor 
sel, and whence I am derived ; for while lam 
alive I sludl never he m such shivery as to mW 
my own kindred, or forget tiie laws of oar "Wewj 
thers. Thou hast indignation at me ftg^>,^ 
makeet a chtmour at me, and reproachest mo ; 
deed, I cannot deny but I am worthy of wmJ" 
tieatment than all this amounts to, beoauiie, m op* 
potttion to fate, I make this kind ioviiatioo to t^ 
and endeavour to force deliveraooe upon towo 
whom God huth condenmed. And who i« ^ 
that does not know what the writings of "•J*"^^ 
prophets contain in them, — and V^^^^^^^-^oi 
oracle§ which is just now going to be fulfiUeJ i 
this miserable city :-*>r they foretold that tbw ^ 
should be then taken when somebody «°*^^Jol 
the slaughter of his own countrymeu 1 *y jf^^^bs 
both the city aud the entire temple noir ^^ei^f 
dead bodies of your coimtrymeu I It '^ ^'^ ^ 
lore, it is God himself who is bringing ^^ i^ 
to purge tliat city and temple by lueaiu oi v. ^ 
mansjli and is going to pluek up this eityi * 
lull ot your pollutions." 

I Our pra<«nt oaplM of tha Old 
Ut'H Jwhoiiiah or Jehoiaebim, ' 



IN.. ». ..^.»»w».»., whleb It iOMu* wa« b> J^ 
or ibii iinicla, MS* tiaa note oa book Iw. eh. vL "^'•J' 



I Joaoi^hua, both bara and in many piaoat •■m*'^"'^^^^ ^I'^Tt 
it IS III4MI ivi.lent be wsia ftilly ■ntuflad that Ood ^^^flkfd "'^ 
aide, luid mado u c of thvm now ibr the dcnraetioa '*}S^^ut, " T 
or the Jo .», whch naa fwr r<rca»n the Ur«« ktaM of *^ hl^ ^"'^ 
prtii'het l>»niel flnt, and »ur ;>uviour bimwlf aftct*"^ ' 
lur,.tvU. Scit Lie AoMinpl. of Froph. p. 04, &«. 
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2. As Josephus npoke these words with groans, 
and tears in his eyes, his Toice was intercepted by 
soba. However, the Romans could not but pity 
tlie affliction he was under, and wonder at his con- 
duct. But for John, and tliose that were witli him, 
tliey were but the more exasperated against the 
Romans on this account, and were desirous to get 
Josephus also into their power : yet did that dis^ 
course influence a great many 6f the better sort ; 
and truly some of them were so afraid of the guards 
Mt by the seditious, that they tarried where they 
were, but still were satisfied tliat both they and the 
city were doomed to destruction. Some also there 
were who, watcliing for a proper opportunity when 
they might quietly get away, fled to the BLomans, 
of whom were the high priests Joseph and Jesus, 
and of tiie sons of high-priests three, whose father 
was Ishmaely who was beheaded in Gyrene^ and 
four sons of Matthias, as also one son of the other 
Matthiasy who ran away after his father's death,* 
and whose father was blain by Sunon, the son of 
Gioras, with three of his sons, as I have already 
related : many also of the other nobility went over 
to the Romans, together with the high-priests. 
Now Ceesar not only receired these men very kindly> 
in other respects, but, knowing they would not 
willingly live after the customs of other nations, he 
sent them to Gophna, and desired them to remain 
there for the present, and told them, that when he 
was gotten clear of this war, he would restore each 
of them to their possessions again : so they clieer- 
^ fully retired to that small city which was allotted 
them, without fear of any danger. But as they did 
not appear, the seditious gave out again, that these 
deserters were shun by the Romans, — which was 
done, in order to deter the rest from running away 
by fear of the like treatment This trick of tlieirs 
succeeded now for a while, as did the like trick 
before ; for the rest were hereby deterred from 
deserting, by fear of the like treatment. 

8. However, when Titus had recalled those men 
from Gophna, he gave orders that they should go 
round the wall, together with Josephus, and show 
themselves to the peopld ; upon which a great many 
fled to the Romans. These men also got in a great 
number together, and stood before the Romans, 
and besought the seditious, with groans, and tears 
in their eyes, in the first place to receive the Ro- 
mans entirely into the city, and save that their own 
phioe of residence agaiu ; but that if they would 
not agree to such a proposal, they would at least 
depart out of the temple, and save the holy house 
for their own use ; for that the Romans would not 
venture to set the sanctuary on fire, but under the 
most pressing necessity. Yet did the seditious 
stiU more and mors contradict them ; and while 
they cast loud and bitter reproaches upon these 
deserters, they also set their engines for throwing 
of darts, and javeltne, and stones, upon the sacred 
gates of the temple, at due distances from one ano- 
ther, insomuch that all the space round about 
within the temple might be compared to a burymg- 
grottud, so great was tlie number of the dead bodies 
Sierein ; as might the house itself be compared to 
a citadel. Accordingly, these men rushed upon 
the&e holy places in tlieir armour, that were other* 

• Jotepha« YuA before told iu, Ikk k v. eh xill. Met. 1, that thia foarth 
too of Mfttthfau ran wway to the B«>inai» '* before" ha blher^ and bre- 
thren'* i^loughter, and not " aAar' It, a« here. Tha fortner aooount is. 
In all probaElIliy, the truest; for had not that fbnrth mhi escaped b«faN 
Ik* othan were caught and put to death, he had been caught and pat 
lo denth with thttn. Ttiis Ia*tacvount. ibervforc, luuka likeaii UurtaDCt 
ftfa amaU timdrcrtefloe ut Joei phut lu tJ4e I'lace before us. 



wUe unapproachable, and that while their handd 
were yet warm with tlie blood of their own people 
which they had shed ; nay, they proceeded to such 
great transgressions, that the very same indignation 
which Jews would naturally have against B^mans, 
had tliey been guilty of such abuses against them, 
the Romans now had against the Jews, for their 
impiety in regard to their own religious customs. 
Nay, indeed, there were none of the Roman soldiera 
who did not look with a sacred horror upon the 
holy house, and adored it, and wished that the 
robbers would repen^ before their miseries became 
incurable. 

4. Now Titus was deeply affected with this state 
of things, and reproached John and his party, and 
said to tiiem, " Have not you, vile wretelies that 
you are, by our permission, put up this partition- 
wallf before your sanctuary t Have not you been 
albwed to put up the pillurs thereto belonging, at 
due distances, and on it to engrave in Greek, and 
in your own letters, this prohibition, that no fo- 
reigner should go beyond that wall t Have we not 
given you leave to kill such as go beyond it, though 
ne were a Roman I And what do you do now, you 
pernicious villains! Why do you trample upon 
dead bodies in this temple ! and why do you pollute 
this holy house with the blood both of foreigners 
and ^ews themselves ! I appeal to the gods of my 
own country, and to every god that ever had any 
regard to this place (for I do not suppose it to be 
now regarded by any of them) ; I aJw appeal to 
my own army, and to those Jews that are now with 
me, and even to you yourselves, that I do not force 
von to defile this your sanctuary ; and if you will 
but change the place whereon you will fight, no 
Roman shall either come near your sanctury, or 
offer any affront to it ; nay, I will endeavour to 
preberve you your holy house, whether you will or 
not.'*t 

6. As Josephus explained these things from the 
motttli of Caesar, both the robbers and the tyrant 
thought that these exhortations proceeded from 
Titus's fear, and not from his good-will to them, 
and grew insolent upon it ; but when Titus saw 
that these men were neither to be moved by com- 
miseration towarda themselves, nor had any concern 
upon them to have the holy house spared, he pro- 
ceeded, unwillingly, to go on again with the war 
against them. * He could not indeed bring all hw 
army against them, the place was so narrow ; but 
choosing thirty soidiers of the roost valiant out of 
every hundred, and committing a thousand to each 
tribune, and making Cerealis their commander-in- 
chief, he gave orders that they should attack the 
guards of the temple about the ninth hour of that 
night ; but as he was now in his armour, and pre- 
paring to go down with them, his friends would not 
let him go, by reason of the greatness of the dan- 
ger, and what the commanders suggested to them ; 
for they said, tliat he would do more by sitting 
above in the tower of Antonia, as a dispenser of 
rewards to thoee that signalized themselves in the 
fight, than by coming down and hazarding his own 
p«rboo in the fore-front of them ; for that they 
would all fight stoutly while Caesar looked upon 
them. With this advice Caesar complied, aud said, 
that -the only reason he had for such complianco 

f Of this partition- wall sepwatlng Jews and CcntJIffi, with itspinan 
and tiiNcription, see thade^ripuon ofthe temples, chap. xt. 

I That these seoitlous Jewa were the direot ooca*lons of Uielr mm de- 
rtrectiun, and of the ounflagntion of their eity and temple , and thai 
Tito* earnestly aud constauUjr labourad to i&vo both. Is heft aud avwy* 
I wbarv mo:t evident la Juerphus. 
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with the soldiers was this, that he might be able to 
judge of their courageous actions, and that no vali* 
ant soldier might lie concealed, and miss of his re- 
ward ; and no cowardly soldier might go unpunish- 
^ ; bat that he might himself be an eye-witness, 
and able to give evidence of all that was done, who 
was to be the disposer of punishments and rewards 
to them. So he sent the soldiers about their work 
at the hour forementioned, while he went out him- 
self to ahigher pince in the tower of Antonia, whence 
he might see what was done, and there waited with 
Impatience to see the event 

6. However, the Roldiers that were sent did not 
find the guards of the temple asleep, as they hoped 
to have done ; but were obliged to fight with them 
immediately hand to hand, as they rushed with 
violence upon tliem with a great shout Now, aa 
S4M)n as the rest within tlie temple heard that shout 
of those tliat were upon the watch, they ran out in 
troops upon them. Then did the Romans receive 
the onset of those that came first upon tliem ; but 
those that followed them fell upon their own tn>op6, 
and many of them treated their own soldiers as if 
they had been enemies : for the great confused 
noise that was made on both sides, hindered them 
from distinguishing one another's voioes, as did the 
darkness of the night hinder them from the like 
distinction by tlie sight, besides that blindness which 
arose otherwise also from the passion and the fear 
they were in at the same time ; for which reason, 
U was all one to the soldiers who it was they struck 
at However, this ignorance did less harm to the 
Romans than to the Jews, because they were joined 
together under their shields, and made their sallies 
uioi-e regularly than the others did, and each of 
tliem remembered their watch-word ; while the 
Jews were perpetually dispersed abroad, and noade 
tlieir attacks and retreats at random, and so did 
frequently seem to one another to be enemies ; for 
every one of them received those of their own men 
that came back in the dark as Romans, and made 
an assault upon them ; so that more of them were 
wounded by their own men tluin by the enemy, till, 
upon the eoming on of the day, the nature of the 
light was discerned by the eye afterward. Then 
did they stand in battle -aiTsy in distinct bodies, 
and cast their darts regularly, and regularly de- 
fended themselves ; nor did either side yield or 
grow weary. The Romans contended with each 
other who should fight the most strenuously, both 
single men and entire regiments, as being under the 
eye of Titus : and every one concluded that this 
Aiy would bring his promotion if he fought bravely. 
The great encouragements which the ^ws had in 
view to act vigorously, were their fear for them- 
selves and fur the temple, and the presence of their 
tynuit, who exhorted some, and beat and threatened 
others to act ooorageously. Now, it so happened, 
that lliis fight was for tlie most part a stationary 
one, wherein the soldiers went on, and came back 
in a short time, and suddenly ; for there was no 
long space of ground for either of their flights or 
pursuits ; but stiU there was a tuiuultoous noise 
among the Romans from the tower of Antonisi who 
loudly cried out upon all occasions for their own 
men to press on courageously, when they were too 
hard for the Jews, and to stay when tliey were re- 
tiring backward ; so that here wras a kind of theatre 
of WHr ; for what was dune in tliis fight could not 
be concealed either from Titus or from thtme that 
were about hiiii. At length, it appeared that tliis 



fight, which began at the ninth hour of the nigiht, 
was not over till past the fifth hour of the day ; and 
that, in the same place where tlM battle began, 
neither party oould say they had made the other 
to retire ; but both the armies left the vietorj al- 
most in uncertainty between them ; wherein tlioee 
that sigualized themselves on the Roman side were 
a great many : but on the JewiFh side, and of those 
that were with Snnon, Judos the son of Merto, 
and Simon the son of Josias ; of the Idumeana, 
James and Simon, the latter of whom was the eon 
of Cathlas, and James was tlie son of Sgeaa ; of 
those that were with John, Gyphtheos and Ale¥aa ; 
and, of the zealots, Simon, the son of Jairos. 

7. In the meantime, tlie rest of the Roman army 
had, in seven days' time, overthrown [some] foan- 
dations Qf the tower of Antonia, and had made a 
ready and broad way to the ten^>Ie. Then did the 
legions come near the first court,* and began to 
raise their banks. The one bank waa over-agpunst 
the north-west comer of the inner temple ^t* ano- 
ther was at tbat northern edifice which was between 
the two gates ; and of the other two, one was at ' 
the western cloister of the outer court* of the tem- 
ple ; the other against its northern cloister. How- 
ever, these works were thus far advanced by the 
Romans, not without great pains and diSiealty, and 
particularly by being obliged to bring their mate- 
rials from the distance of a hundred furkuiga. 
They liad farmer difficulties also upon them ; some- 
times, by the over-great security they were in that 
tlicy i>hould overcome the Jewish sdarsa laid for 
tliem, and by that boldness of the Jews whidi their 
dcApair of escaping had inspired them withal ; for 
some of their horsemen, when they went out to ga- 
ther wood or hay, let their horses feed, without 
having their bridles on during the tame of forag- 
ing ; upon which horses the Jews sallied oat m 
whole bodies, and seized them : and when this was 
continusdly done, and Cassar believed, what the 
tnitli was, that the horses were stolen mors by the 
negligence of his own men than by the valour of the 
Jews, he determined to use greater severity to 
oblige the rest to take care of their horses ; so he 
commanded tliat one of those soldiers who had lost 
their horses should be capitally punished ; wherehy 
he so terrified the rest, tliat they preserved their 
horses for the time to coine ; for they did not any 
longer let them g(i from them to feed by them- 
selves, but, as if they liad grown to them, they went 
always along with tliem when they wanted neeeasa- 
ries. Thus did the Romans still continue to make 
war agaiubt the temple, and to raise their hanka 
Agaiubt it 

8. Now, after one dav had been interposed sinee 
the Romans ascended the breach, many of the se- 
ditious were so pressed by the famine, i^on the 
present failure of their ravages, that they got toge- 
ther, and made an attack on those Roman goaras 
that were upon the Mouut of Olives, and this about 
the eleventh hour of the day, as supposing first, 
that they would not expect such an onset, ud, in 
tlie next pUice, that they were tlien taking eare of 
their bodies, and tliat therefore they should very 
easily beat them ; — but tlie Romans were apnrissd 
of their coming to attack tliem, beforehand, and 
running togetlier from the neighbouring camps on 
the sudden, prevented them from getting over their 
fortification, or forcing the wall that was bnilt about 
them. Upon this came on a sharp fight, and hete 
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many great actioDs were performed on both sides ; 
while Uie Romans showed both their courage and 
their skill in war, as did the Jews come on them 
with immoderate violence and intolerable passion. 
The one party were arged on by shame^ and the 
other by necessity ; for it seemed a yery shameful 
thing to the Romans, to let the Jews go, now they 
were taken in a kind of net ; while the Jews had 
but one hope of saving themselves, and that was, in 
case they could by violenoe break through the Ro- 
man wall :— and one, whose name was Pedanius, 
belonging to a party nf horsemen, when the Jews 
were already beaten and forced down into the val* 
ley together, spurred his horse on their flank with 
great vehemence, and caught np a certain young 
mau belonging to the enemy by his ancle, as he was 
running away. The man was, however, of a robn-%t 
body, and in his armour ; so low did Pedanius bend 
himself downward from his horse, even as he was 
galloping away, and so great was the strength of his 
right hand, and of the rest of his body, as also snch 
skill had he in horsemanship. So this man seized 
upon that his prey» as upon a precious treasure, and 
carried him as his captive to Cnsar : whereupon 
Titus admired the man that had seized the other, 
for his great strength, and ordered the man that 
was caught to be punished [with death], for his 
attempt against the Roman wall, but betook him- 
self to the siege of the temple, and to pressing on 
the raising of the banks. 

9. In the meantime the Jews were so distressed 
by the fights they had been in, as the war advanced 
higher and higher, and creeping up to the holy 
house itself, that they, as it were, cut off those 
limbs of their body which were infected, in order 
to prevent the distemper's spreading farther ; for 
they set the north-west cloister, which was joined 
to the tower of Antonia, on fire, and after th;it 
brake off about twenty cubits of that cloister, and 
thereby made a beginnmg in burning the sanctuary : 
two days i^ter which, or on the twenty-fourtli day 
of the forenamed month [Panemus or Tamuz], the 
Romans set fire to the ctoister tliat joined to the 
other* when the fire went fifteen cubits farther. 
The Jews, in like manner, cut off its roof ; nor did 
they entirely leave off what they were about, till 
the tower of Antooia was parted from ihe temple, 
even when it was iu their power to have stopped 
the fire ; nay, Uiey lay still while the temple was 
first set on fir», and deemed this spreading of the 
fire to be for their own advantage. However, the 
armies were still fighting one against another 
about the temple ; and the war was managed by 
continual sallies of particnUr parties against one 
another. 

10. Now there was at this time a man among 
the Jews ; low of suture he was, and of a despi- 
cable appearance ; of no character either as to his 
family, or in other i*espects : his name was Jona- 
than. He went out at the high-priest John's 
monument, and uttered many other insolent things 
to the Romans, and challenged the best of them all 
to a single combat ; hut many of those that stood 
there in tlie army huffed him, and many of them 
(as they might well be) were afraid of him. Some 
of them also reasoned thus, and that justly enough : 
that it was not fit to fight with a man that desired 
to die, because that those that utterly despaired of 
deliverance had, besides other passions, a violence 
in attacking men that eould not be opposed, and 
had no rt gard to God himself ; and that to hazard 



one's self with a person, whom if yoa averoome, 
you do no great matter, and by whom it is hazard- 
ous that you may be taken prisoner, would be an 
instance, not of manly courage, but of unmanly 
rashness. So there being nobody that came out to 
accept the man's challenge, and the Jew cnttmg 
them with a great number of reproaches, as cow- 
ards (for he was a very haughty man in himselfy 
and a great despiser of the Romans), one whose 
name was Pudens, of the body of honemen, out 
of his abomination of the other's words, and ot 
his impudence withal, and perhaps out of an incon- 
siderate arrogance, on account of the other's low- 
nees of stature, ran out to him, and was too hard 
for him in other respects, but was betrayed by his 
ill-fortune ; for he fell down, and as he was down, 
Jonathan came running to him, and cut hb throat, 
and then standing upon his dead body, he bran- 
dished his sword, bloody as i% was, and shook his 
shield with his left hand, and made many aoda- 
mations to the Roman army, and exulted over the 
dead man, and jested upon the Romans ; till at 
length one Priscus, a centurion^ shot a dart at him 
as he was leaping and playing the fool with him- 
self, and thereby piereed him through : upon which 
a shout was set up both by the Jews and the Romans,' 
though on different accounts. So Jonathan grew 
giddy by the pain of his wounds, and fell down 
upon me body of his adversary — a pUin instance 
how suddenly vengeance may come upon men that 
have success in war, without any just deserving ot 
the same. 



CHAPTER III. 

CONCBRIIIICG A 8TRATAOBII THAT WAS DBVI8BD BT 
THB JBW8, BT WHICH THET BITRNT MANY OF THB 
BOMANS ; WITH ANOTHBH DBSGRIPTION OF THB 
TBKBIBLB FAMINB THAT WA8 IN THB CITT. 

§ 1. But now the seditious that were in the temple 
did every day openly endeavour to beat off the sol- 
diers that were upon the banks, and on the twenty- 
seventh day of the fore-named month [Panemus, 
or Tamuz], contrived such a stratagem as this : — 
They filled that part of the western cloister* 
which was between the beams, and the roof under 
them, with dry materiab), as also with bitumen and 
pitch, and Uien retired from that place as tliongh 
tliey were tired with the pains they had taken ; at 
which procednre of theirs, many of the most incon- 
siderate among the Romans, who wera carried 
away with violent passions, followed hard after them 
as they were retiring, and applied ladders to the 
cloister, and got np to it suddenly ; but the prudent- 
part of them, when they understood this nnaocoiint- 
able retreat of the Jews, stood still where they 
were before. However, the cloister was ftill ot 
those that were gone up the ladders ; at which time 
the Jews set it (dl on fire ; and as the flames burst 
out every where on the sudden, the Romans that 
were out of the danger, were seized with a very 
great consternation, as were those that were in the 
midst of the danger in the utmost distress. So when 
they perceived themselves surrounded with the 
flames, some of them threw themselves down back- 
wards into the city, aud some among thehr enemies 
[in the temple] ; as did many leap down to their 
own men, aud hniko their limbs to pieoe« i but A 
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great nomber of those that were j^oing to take these 
violent methods were prevented by the fire ; though 
some prevented the fire by their own swords. How- 
ever, the fire was on the sudden canned so far as 
to surround ihose who would have otherwise pe- 
rialied. As for Caesar himself, he eould not, how- 
ever, but commiserate those that thus perished, 
although they got up thither without any order for 
80 doing, since there was no way of giving them any 
relief. Yet was this some comfort to those that 
^ were destroyed, that every body might see that 
peieon grieve, for whoso sake they came to their 
end ; for he cried out openly to them, and leaped 
up, and exhorted those that were about hun to do 
iheir utmost to relieve them. So s^ery one of them 
died cheerfully, as carrying along wi& him these 
words and this intention of Gessar as a sepulchral 
monument. Some there were, indeed, who retired 
into the wall of the ck>ister, which was broad, and 
were preserved out of the fire, but were then sur- 
rounded by the Jews ; and although they made re- 
•istanee ageinst the Jews for a long time, yet were 
they wounded by them, and at length tliey all fell 
down dead. 

2. At tlie last a yonng man among them, whose 
name was Longus, became a decoration to this sad 
nffkir, and while every one of them that perished 
were worthy of a memorial, this man appeared to 
deserve it beyond all the rest Now the Jews ad* 
mired this man for his courage, and were farther 
desirous of having him slun ; so they persuaded 
him to come down to them, upon security given 
him for his life. But Cornelius, his brother, per- 
suaded him, on the contrary, not to tarnish his 
own glory nor Unit of tlie Roman army. He com- 
plied with this last advice, and lifting up his sword 
before both armies, he slew himself. Yet was there 
one Artorius among those surrounded with the 
fire, who esoiiped by his subtlety ; for when he had 
with a loud voioe called to him Lucius, one of hb 
fellow-soldiers that lay with him in the same tent, 
and said to him, ^ I do leave thee htir of all I have, 
if thou wilt come and receive me.'* Upon this he 
came running to receive him readily ; Artorius 
then threw himself down upon him, and saved his 
own life, while he that received bun was dashed so 
vehemently against the stune pavement by the 
other's Weight, thai ho died immediately. This 
melancholy accident made .the Romans sad for a 
while, but still it made them more upon their ^uard 
for the future, and was of advantage to them against 
the delusions of the Jews, by which they were 
greatly damaged, through tlieir uiiaeqaatntedness 
with the places, and with the nature of tlie inhabi- 
tants. Now this cloister was burnt down as fur as 
John's tower which he built in the war he made 
against Simon over the gates that led to the Xys- 
tus. The Jews also cut off Uie re^t of that cloister 
from the temple, after they had destroyed those 
that got up tu it. But the next day the Romans 
burnt down the northern cloister entirely, as far as 
the east cloister, whose common angle joined to 
tiic ViiUey that was called Cedron, and was built 
over it ; on which account, the d^pth was fright- 
ful. . And this was the state of the temple at that 
time. 

3. Now of those that perished by famine in the 
city, the number was prodigious, and the miseries 
(hey underweut were unspeakable ; for if so much 
as uie shadow of any kind of food did anywhere 
up^ car, a war was couuneuced presently ; and the 



dearest friends fell a fighting one with snotlier 
about it, snatching from each other the most mise- 
rable supports of life. Nor would men believe tfaa4 
those who were dying had no food ; but the robberw 
would search them when they were expiring, lest 
any one should have concealed food in their bosoms, 
and counterfeited dying : nay, these robbers gaped 
for want, and ran about stumbling and staggering 
along like mad dogs, and reeling against the doora 
of the houses like drunken men ; they would also, 
in the great distress they were in, rush into the 
very same houses two or three times in one and tliA 
same dnv. .Moreover, their hunger wan so intole- 
rable, that it obliged them to chew eveiy thing, 
while they gathered such things as the moat sordid 
animals would not touch, and endured to eat them ; 
nor did thev at length abstain from girdles and 
shoes ; and the very leather which belonged to 
their shields they pulled off and gnawed : the very 
wisps of old hay became food to some ; and some 

Sthered up fibres, and sold a veiy smiJl weight of 
sm for four Attic [draehnuB]. But why should 
I describe the sliameless impudence that the fiunine 
brought on men in their eating inanimate things, 
while I am going to relate a matter of Uuei, the like 
to which no history relates,* either amoog the 
Greeks or Barbamns 1 It is horrible to speak of 
it, and incredible when heard. I had indeed wil- 
lingly omitted this calamity of oursy that I might 
not sesm to deliver wliat is so portentous to posteri- 
ty, but that 1 have innumerable witnesses to it in 
my own age ; and besides, my country would have 
Iwd little reason to thank me for suppresttng the 
miseries that she underwent at this time. 

4. Now there was a certain woman that dwelt 
beyond Jordan, her name was Mary ; her &tber 
was Eleazar, of the village Bediezub, whieh signi- 
fies the House of Hy$»op» She was eminent lor 
her family and her wealth, and had fled away to 
Jomaalem with the rest of the multitude, and waa 
with them besieged therein at ^is time. The 
other effects of this woman had been already seised 
upon ; sttoh I mean as she had brought with her 
out of Perea, and removed to the city. What she 
had treasured up besides, as also what food she had 
contrived to save, had also been carried off by the 
rapacious guards, who came every day running into 
her house for that purpose. This put the poor 
woman into a very great paaston, and by the fre- 
quent reproaches and imprecations she caa* at 
these rapacious villains, she had provoked them to 
anger against her ; but none of them, either oat of 
the indignation she had raised against herself or 
out of the commiseration of her case, would take 
away her life ; and if she found any food, ahe per- 
ceived her labours were for others, and not for her- 
self ; and it was now become impoanble for her any 
way to find any more food, while the famine pieroed 
thrott;rli her very bowels and marrow^ when also 

* What JoMphos ob«er*H hmn, that no parallel examptot kad bata 
rwonlMl befor* bb Unia of raeb alagM, wherciti mMben wn* bwccd br 
— -- - ^ ^,.. _ at bad haaa ihiianaii 



law otUoven, ayxm obatinai* diaobedlmaa, and ■mw* 
[aee my Boyla'a Lwtaiw^ p. 910.tl4), It b^ Dr. Bad- 
'9 had two or thnia fwnUfal asamplM la laMvasn. 



Bztnmlty of AunlM to aat their own childran, 

tu the iewi In the law of Move*, a\ ' " 

tliaa onee (WAUod tM ' 

■on Mippowd to have _ . __ , ,___ „ . 

llv mii^bt hara bad mur* axamplcs, I aviripooe, of panoiu oa iJilp-boaid, 
ortnadeMcrt tolaitd, oastfaiglou Cvaaeta ottaara bodtaaj b«taU thia 
was only In cnmm whera tht-y knew of no poaslbhi way to »voU death 
thain««in'«, but bjr klUtDg and eailnr ottaara. Wbtiliar e««h ajampha 
coma up to thb prvtaut «saaa, mMj ba doubtad. The Itomaiia war* sob 
only wlntng, but vefy de>iroue, lo grant thoee Jawt In JaniaalnB both 
thair iivaa and iheir hbarilaa, and to eava both thair tUj aaS tbato 
temple. But tht.- i«-A)ota, the nibbera, and the aeilitiottik. would bcaiian 
to no t«rm« of aubmiaaHm. They voluntarily ehoaa lo redoea Uw cttiat.«d 
to that ostramity, a« u> foroa niotbtn %» |hi» uMtatunU UartMniar* 
whieh, in all iu ctrcuma'aaoea, luw not, I ctUl suppoea, been hllb«r«d 
paraUaled ainoiac tha »a»t of Baakind. 
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her pasBion was fired to a degree beyond the fiuDine 
itaelr : nor did she consult with any thing but with 
her passion and the neoessity she was in. She 
then attempted * most unnatural thing ; and 
snatching up her son, who was a child sucking at 
her breast, she said, ** O thou miserable infant ! 
for whom shall I preserve thee in this war, this 
&mine, and this sedition t As to the war wiUi the 
Romnns, if they preserve our lives, we must be 
slaves 1 This famine also will destroy us, even 
before that slavery comes upon us ; — yet ore these 
seditious rogues more terrible than both the other. 
Come on ; be thou my food, and be thou a fury to 
these seditious varlets and a bye-word to the worM, 
whidi is all that is now wanting to complete the 
calamities of us Jews." As soon as she had said 
this, she slew her son ; and then roasted him, and 
ate the one half of him, and kept the other half by 
her concealed. Upon this the seditious came in 
presently, and smellinsr the horrid scent of this food, 
tliey threatened her, mat they would cut her throat 
immediately, if she did not dhow tliem what food 
she had gotten ready. She replied, that she bad 
saved a very fiue portion of it for them ; and withal 
uncovered what was left of her son. Hereupon 
tliry were seized witli a honor and amaaement of 
mind, and stood astonished at the sight ; when she 
said to them, ** This is mine own son ; and what 
hath been done was mine own doing I Come, eat 
of this food ; for I have eaten oi it myself 1 Do 
not you pretend to be either more tender than a 
woman, or more ooropaasionate than a mother; 
but if you be so scrupulous, and do abominate this 
Diy sacrifice, as I have eaten the one half, let the 
rest be reserved for me also." After which, those 
men went out trembling, being never so much af- 
frighted at any thing as they were at this, and with 
some difficulty they left tlie rest of that meat to the 
raotlier. Upon which the whole city was foil of 
horrid action immediately ; and while every body 
laid tliis miserable case before their own eyes, they 
trembled, as if this unheard-of notion had been 
done by themselves. So those that were thus dis- 
tressed by the fiimine were very desirous to die ; 
and those ahready dead were esteemed happy, be- 
cause they had not lived long enough either to 
hear or see such miseries. 

6. This sad instance was quickly told to the Bo- 
mans, some of whom could not believe it, and others 
pitied the distress which the Jews were mider ; but 
there were many of them who were hereby induced 
to a more bitter hatred than ordinary against our 
nation ;— but for Cossar, he exoused himself before 
God as to tliis matter, and said that he had pro- 
posed peace aud liberty to the Jews, as well as an 
oblivion of all tlieir fmiuer insolent {Mraetioes ; but 
that they, inatead of conaord, had chosen sedition ; 
instead of peace, war ; and before satiety and 
abundance, a famine. Tiiat they had begun with 
U^eir own hands to buAi down that temple, which 
we have prt^served hitherto ; and that therefore 
they deoerved to eat such food as this. was. That, 
however, this horiid action of eatiug one's own 
child, ought to be covered with the overthrow of 
their very country itself ; and men ought not to 
leave such a city upon the habitable earth to be 
seen by ilie huii, wher«;iu mothers are thus fed, al- 
thongh such food be fiuer for the fatliers than for 
the mothers to eat of, since it is they that continue 
still in a Mtate of war a^in^tt us, after they have 
uiMlergoue such miscnes as these. And at iho 



same time that he said this, he reflected on th« 
desperate condition these men must be in ; nor 
could he expect that such men could be recovered 
to sobriety of mmd, after they had endured those 
very sufferings, for the avoiding whereof it ooljf 
was probable they might have repented. 



CHAPTER IV. 

WBEN THS BANKS WKBE OOMPLBTXD, AND THK 
BATTABINO-IULllfl BBOUOHT, AND OOVLD DO NO" 
THING, TITUS OAVB ORDERS TO SfcT PXRB TO TH» 
OATBS OP THB TBHPLX ; IN NO LONG TIHB APTBBT 
WHICH, THB HOLT H0U8B XTSBLP WAS BURNT 
DOWN, BVBN AGAINST HIS CONSENT. 

§ 1. And now two of the legions had completed 
their banks on the eighth day of the month Loub 
[Ab]. Whereupon Titus gave orders that the faftt* 
tering-rams should be brought and setover-against 
the western edifice of the inner temple ; for before 
these were brought, the firmest of nil the other en- 
gines had battered the wall for six days together 
without ceasing, without making any impression 
upon it ; but the vast krgeness and strong con- 
nexion of the stones were saperior to that engine, 
and to the otlier battering»rams also. Other Ro- 
mans did indeed undermine the foundations of the 
northern gate, and, after a world of pains, removed 
the outermost stones, yet was the gate still upheUI 
by tlie inner stones, and stood still unhnrt ; till the 
workmen despavingof all such attempts by engine* 
and crows, brought their ladders to the cloisters. 
Now the Jews did not interrupt them in so doing ; 
but when they were gotten up, thev fell upon them 
and fought with them ; some of them they thrust 
down, and threw them backwards headlong; others 
of them tliey met and slew ; they also beat many of 
those Uiat went down the ladders again, and slew 
them with their swords before they could bring 
their shields to protect them ; nay, some of the 
bidders they threw down from above when they 
were full of armed men ; a great sUughter was 
made of the Jews ahiu at thesame time, while Chose 
that bare the ensigns fought luod for them, aa 
deeming it a terrible thing, and what would tend 
to their great shame, if tliey permitted them to be 
stolen away. Yet did the Jews at length get pos- 
session of these engines, and destroyed those that 
had gi»Be up the bidders, while the rest were so 
intimidated by what thoeo suffered who weio shdn, 
that they retired ; although none of the Romans 
died without having done good service before his 
death. Of the seditious those that had fought 
bravely m the former battles, did the Uke now ; as 
besides them did Eleuiar, the brother's son of Si- 
mon the tyrant. But when Titus perceived that 
his endeavours to spare a foreign temple turned to 
the damage of his soldiers and made them be killed, 
he gave orders to set the gates ou fire. 

2. J n the meantime there deserted to him Ana- 
nus, who came fi-om Emmaus, the meet bloody of 
all Simon's guards, and Arehelaus, the son of M»- 
gadiUus, they hoping to be still forgiven, becausethey 
left the Jews at a time when they were the con- 
querors. Tttus objected this to Uiese men, as a 
cunning trick of theun ; and as he had been in- 
formed of their other biurbarities toward the Jews, 
he was going in all hasU' to have them both shda 
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He told them that they were only driTen to this 
desertion because of the utmost distress they were 
in, and did not come away of their own good dis- 
position ; and that those did not deserve to be pre- 
serred, by whom their own city was set on fire, out 
of which fire they now hurried themselves away. 
However, the security he had promised deserters 
overenroe his resentments, and he dismissed them 
accordingly, though he did not give them the same 
privileges that he had aiforded to others ; and now 
the soldiers had already put fire to the gates, and 
the silver that was over tliem quickly carried the 
flames to the wood that was within it, whence it 
spread itself all on the sudden, and caught hold of 
the cloisters. Upon the Jews' seeing diis fire all 
about them, their spirits sunk, together with their 
bodies, and they wera under such astonishment, 
that not one of them made any haste, either to de- 
fend himself or to quench the fire, but they stood as 
mute spectators of it only. However, they did not 
10 grieve at the loss of what was now burning as to 

Sow wiser thereby for the time to come ; but as 
oogli the holy house itself had been on fire al- 
ready, they whetted their passions against the Ro- 
mans. This fire prevailed during that day and the 
next also ; for the soldiers were not able to bum 
all the cloisters that were round about together at 
ooe time, but only by pieces. 

8. But then, on the next day, Titos commanded 
pai't of his army to quench the fire, and to make 
ft road for the more easy marching up of the legions, 
while he himself gathered the commanders toge- 
At.^- Of those there were assembled the six pnn- 



ther. 



cipal persons : Tiberius Alexander, the commander 
[under the general] of the whole army ; with Sex- 
tus Cerealis, the commander of the fiftli legion ; 
and Larcius Lepidus, the commander of the tenth 
legion ; and Titus Frigius, the commander of the 
fifteenth legion : there was also with them Etemiua, 
the leader of the two legions that came from Alex- 
andria ; and Marcus Antonius Julianus, procura- 
tor of Judea : after these came together all tiie 
rest of the procurators and tribunes. IMtus pro- 
posed to these that they should give him their ad- 
vice what should be done about the holy house. 
Mow, some of these thought it would be the best 
way to act according to the rules of war [and 
demolish it] ; because the Jews would never leave 
off rebelling while that house was standing; at 
which houte it was that they used to get all toge- 
ther. Others of them were of opinion, that in case 
the Jews would leave it, and none of them would 
lay tfaew arms up in it, he might save it ; but that 
in case they got upon i^ and fought any more, he 
might bum it ; because it must then be looked upon 
sot as a holy house, but as a citadel : and that the 
impiety of burning it would then belong to those 
that forced this to be done, and not to them. But 
Titus said, that ** although the Jews should get 
upon that liuly house, and fight us thenee, yet ought 
we not to reveuge ourselves on things that are ina- 
nimate, Instead of the men themselves f* and that 
hu was not in any case for burning down so vast a 
work as tliat waiv because this woiSd be a mischief 
to the Romans themselves, as it would be an orna- 
ment to their goverdment while it continued. So 
Fronto, and Alexander, and Cerealis, grew bold 
Q^on that declaration, and agreed to the opinion of 
Titus. Then was this assembly dissolved, when 
Titus had given orders to the oommaudent tliat the 
rest of their furoos shoul I lie still ; but that they 



should make use of such as were most eoar 
in this attack. So he commanded that the < 
men that were taken out of the cohorts should 
make their way through the ruins, and quench the 
fire. 

4. Now it is trae, that on this day the Jews w^ere 
BO weary, and under such consternation, that they 
refrained from any attacks ; but on the next day 
they gathered their whole force together, and ran 
upon those that guarded the outward court of the 
temple, very boldly, through the east gate, and dits 
about the second hour of the day. These guards 
received that their attack with great bravery, and 
)}y covering themselves with their shields belbre, 
ns if it were with a wall, they drew thdr squadrons 
cUise together ; yet w;is it evident that they eonld 
not abide there very long, but would be OTerimrae 
by the multitude of those that sdtllied out upon 
them, and by the heat of their passion. However, 
Ceesar seeing, from the tower of Antonia, that this 
squadron was likely to give way, he sent some 
chosen horsemen to support them. Hereapoo the 
Jews found themselves not able to suatam (heir 
onset, and upon the slaughter of those in the fore- 
front, many of the rest were put to flight ; bat as 
the Romans were going off, the Jews turned upon 
them and fought them ; and as those Romans eainie 
back upon them, they retreated agam, until about 
the fifth hour of the day tliey were ovorbomoy and 
shut themselves up in the inner [court of the] 
temple. 

5. So Titus retired into the tower of Antonia, 
and resolved to storm the temple the next day, 
early in the morning, with his whole array, and to 
encamp round about the holy house ; but, as lor 
that house, God had for certain long ago doomed it 
to the fire ; and now that fatal day was come, ac- 
cording to the revolution of ages : it was the tenth 
day of the month Lous [Ab], upon which it wna 
formerly burnt by the king of Babylon ; althoogh 
these flames took their rise from the Jews them- 
selves, and were occasioned by them ; for upon 
Titus's retiring, the seditious lay still for a little 
while, and then attacked tlie Romans again, when 
those that guarded the holy house fought wiUi those 
that quenched the fire that was burning in the inner 
[court of the] temple ; but these Romans pnt the 
Jews to flight, and proceeded as &r as the holy 
house itself. At wnieh time one of the soldiers, 
without staying for any orders, and without any 
concern or dread upon him at so g^reat an under- 
taking, and being hurried on by a certain divine 
fury, snatched somewhat out of the materiab that 
were on fire, and being lifted up by anotlier soldier, 
he set fire to a golden window, through which there 
was a paasage to the rooms Uiat were roimd about 
the holy house, on the north side of it. As the 
flames went upward the Jews made a great damonr, 
such as so mighty an affliction required, and ran 
together to prevent it ; and now they spared not 
their lives any longer, nor suffered any thing to 
restrain their force, since that holy house wa« 
perishing, for whose sake it was tliat tliey kept such 
a guard t&bont it. 

6. And now a certain person came running te 
Titus, and told him of tliis fire, as he was resting 
himself in his tent after the last battle ; whereupon he 
rose up in great lutste, and as he was, ran to the holy 
house, in order to have a stop put to tiie fire ; after 
him followed all liis commanders, und after them 
followed the several legions, in groat astonishmentj 
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so tliere was a great clamour and tamnlt raiaed, as 
was natural upon the disorderly motion of so great 
an array. Then did Ceesar, both by calling to the 
soldiers that were fighting, with a loud voice, and 
by giving a signal to them with his right hand, 
order them to quench the fire ; but they did not 
hear what he said, though he spake so loud, having 
their ears already dinned by a greater noise ano- 
ther way ; nor did they attend to the signal he 
made with his right hand neither, as still some of 
them were distracted with fightine, and others with 
passion ; but as for the legions that came running 
thither, neither any persuasions nor any tlireateu- 
ings oould restrain their violence, but each one's 
own passion was his commander at this time ; and 
as they were crowding into the temple together, 
many of them were trampled on by one anotlier, 
while a great number fell among the ruins of the 
cloisters, which were still hot and smoking, and 
were destroyed in the same miserable way with 
those whom they had conquered : and when they 
were come near the holy house, they made as if 
they did not so much as hear Ceesar^s orders to the 
(Dontrary ; but they encouraged those tliat wera 
before them to set it on fire. As for the seditious 
they were in too great distress ahready to afibrd 
their assistance [toward quenching the firej ; they 
were everywhere slain, and everywhere beaten ; 
and as for a great pai*t of the people, they were 
weak and witliout arms, and had tlieir throats cut 
wherever they were caught. Mow, round about the 
altar lay dead bodies heaped one upon anotlier ; as 
at the steps* going up to it ran a great quantity of 
their blood, whither also the dead bodies that were 
slain above [on the altar] fell down. 

7. And now, since Caesar was no way able to 
restrain the enthusiastic fury of the soldiers, and 
the fire proceeded on more and more, he went into 
the holy place of the temple, with his commanders, 
and saw it, with what was in it, which he found to 
be far superior to what the relations of foreigners 
(y>ntained, and not inferior to what we ourselves 
boasted of and believed about it ; but as the flame 
had not as yet reached to its inward parts, but was 
still consuming the rooms that were about the holy 
house, and Titus supposing what the fact was, that 
the house itself might yet be saved, he came in 
haste and endeavoured to persuade the soldiers to 
quench the fire, and gave order to Liberalius the 
centurion, and one of those spearmen that were 
about him, to beat the soldiers that were refractory 
with their staves, and to restrain them 1 yet wore 
their passions too hard for the regard they had for 
Ceesar, and the dresd they had for him who for- 
bade them, as was their hatred of the Jews, and a 
certain vehement inclination to fight them, too hard 
for them also. Moreover, the hope of plunder in- 
duced many to go on, as having tliis opinion, that 
all the places within were full of money, and as 
peeing Uiat all round about it was made of gold ; 
and besides, one of tliose that went into the place 
prevented Ctesar, when he ran so hastily out to re- 
strain the soldiers, and threw the fire upon the 
hinges of the gate, in the dark ; whereby the flame 
burst out from within the holy house itself imme- 
diately, when the commanders retired, and Cmsar 

• TImm tMpi to tiM altar of burnt .oflkrlng Mwin cither an Improper 
•ad liiaaeaimia •xmm A im at JoMpboa, ^um It was unlawful to nrnkm 
huld«r-at«M (aae l> e > e ripttoa of Uim Ttinpl»>, olwik xlll. and noto on 
▲atki. b. iv. eliap. rlH. tea*. 6>( or «lw tboae ttapa or wUr* wo now uao 
WW* lo¥«iiti-d befwa lh« 4i>;a of Ucrod the Oreat, and had bam h.ra 
bulk bj him ; tbtfUfh thf Utrr Jews nlway* deny it, and M/ that even 
BaM4li aiiar wsu iiaotadMl lo by an aoeUvttjr oaJjr. ' 



with them, and when nobody any longer forbade 
those that were without to set fire to it ; and thus 
was the holy house burnt down, without Cessar's 
approbation. 

8. Now, although any one would justly lament 
the destruction of such a work as this was, since it 
was the most admirable of all the works that we 
have seen or heard of, both for its curious structure 
and i>s magnitude, and also for the vast wealth bo* 
stowed upon it, as well as for the glorious reputa^ 
tion it had for its holiness ; yet might such a one 
comfort himself with this thought, that it was fote 
that decreed it so to be, which is inevitable, both 
as to living creatures and as to works and places 
also. However, one cannot but wonder at the ac- 
curacy of this period thereto relating ; for the same 
month and day were now observed, as I said before, 
wherein the holy house was burnt formerly by the 
Babylonians. Now the number of years that passed 
from its first foundation, which was laid by king 
Solomon, till tliiB its destruction, which happened 
in Uie second year of the reira of Vespasian, are 
collected to be one thousand one hundred and 
thirty, besides seven'months and fifteen days ; and 
from the second building of it, which was done by 
Uaggai, in the second year of Cyrus the king, till 
its destruotion under Vespasian, there were six 
hondred and thirty-nine years and forty>five days. 



CHAPTER V. 

TUB ORSAT DISTRESS THE JEWS WERE IN UPON TRI 
CONPLAORATIOIV OF THE HOLT HOUSE. COlfCERN- 
INQ ▲ VALSB PROPHET, AMD THE SlOlfS THAT 
PRECEDED THIS DKSTRDCTION. 

( 1. While the holy house was on fire, everytliine 
was plundered that came to hand, and ten thomand 
of tliose that were caught were slain ; nor was 
tliere a commiseration of any age, or any reverence 
of gravity ; but children, and old men, snd profane 
persons, and priests, were all slain in the same 
manner ; so that this' war went round all sorts of 
men, and brought them to desttuction, and as well 
those that made supplication for their lives, as 
those that defended themselves by fighting. The 
flame was also carried a lung wny, and made an 
echo, together with the groans of iliose that wero 
shun ; and because this hill was high, and tlie 
works at the temple wero veiy great, one would 
have thought that the whole city had been on fire. 
Nor can one Imagine any tiiins either greater or 
mora terrible than this noise ; fortherowasatooce 
a shout of the Roman legions, who wero marohing 
all together, and a sad clamour of the 6editiou&, 
who wero now surrounded with firo and sword. The 
people also that wero left above wero beaten back 
upon tlie enemy, and under a great consternatioo>, 
and made sad moans at the calamity they wero 
under ; the multitude also that was in the city 
joined in this outcry with tliose that wero apoit 
the hill ; and besides many of those that were worn 
away by the famine, and their mouths almost closed 
when they saw the fire of the holy house, they ex- 
erted their utmost strength, and brake out into 
groans and outcries again : Pereaf did also rotum 
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the echo, as well aa the moaDtains round about [the 
city], and augmented the force of the entire noise. 
.Yet waa the misery iteelf more terrible than this 
disorder ; for one would have thought that the hill 
itself, OB which the temple stood, was seething-hot, 
as full of fire on erery part of it, that the blood was 
larger in quantity than the fire, and those that were 
alain more in number than those that slew them ; 
for the ground did nowhere appear visible, for the 
dead bodies that lay on it ; but the soldiers went 
over heaps of thestt bodies, as they ran upon such 
as fled from them. And now it was that the mul- 
titude of the robbers were thrust out [of the inner 
court of the temple] by the Romans, and bad much 
ado to get into the outer court, and from thence 
into the citv, while the remainder of the populace 
fled into the cloister of that outer court As for 
the nriestSy some of them plucked up from the 
holy noose the spikes* that wero upon it, with their 
bases, which were made of lead, and shot them at 
the Romans instead of darts. But then as they 
gained nothing by so doing, and as tlie fire burst 
out upon them, they ratirwi to the wall that was 
eight cubits broad, and there they tarried ; yet did 
two of these of eminence among them, who might 
have saved themselves by going over to the Ro- 
mans, or have bonie up with courage, and taken 
their fintnae with the otheiB, throw themselves 
Into the fire, and were burnt together with the holy 
house ; their names were Meirua the son of Belgos, 
and Joseph the son of Daleus. 

2. And now the Romans, judging that it was in 
vain to spare what was round aTOut the holy house, 
burnt all those places, as also the remains of the 
cloisters and the gates, two excepted ; the one on 
the east side, and the other on the south ; both 
which, however, they burnt afterward. They idso 
burnt down the treasury-chambers, in which was 
an immense quantity of money, and an immense 
number of garments, and other precieus goods, 
there reposited i and, to speak all in a few words, 
there it waa that the entire riches of the Jews were 
heaped up together, while the rich people had there 
built themselves chambers [to contain such fumi- 
cure]. The soldiers also came to the rest of the 
eloisten that were in the outer [court of the] tem- 
ple, whither the women and children, and a great 
mixed multitude of the people fled, in number about 
six thousand. But before Coear had determined 
any thing about these people, or given the com- 
manders any orders relating to them, the soldien 
were in such a rage, that uey set the cloister on 
fire ; by which means it came to pass that some of 
these were destroyed by throwing themselves down 
headlong, and some were burnt in the doistexs 
tliemselvea. Nor did any one of these escape with 
his life. A false prophelf was the occasion of these 
people's destruction, who had made a public pro- 
clamation in the city that very day, that God com- 
manded them to get up upon tlie temple, and that 
there they should receive miraculous signs of their 
delivenmce. Now, there was then a great number 
of ialse prophets suborned by the tyrants to im- 

PerM most bo mtbtr aemo roountalai btjond tlu braok Osdron, m wm 
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pose upon the people, who denounced this to them, 
that they should wait for deliverance firom God ; 
and this was in order to keep them from d esert ing, 
and that they might be buoyed up above fear and 
care by such hopes. Now, a man that b in ad- 
versity does easily comply with such pronoises ; 
for when such a seducer makes him believ« that 
he shall be delivered from those miseries which 
oppress him, then it is that the patient is full <£ 
hopes of such deliverance. 

8. Tbuv were the miserable people persnaded by 
these deceivers, and such as belied God himself; 
while tiiey did not attend, nor give credit, to the 
signs that were so evident, and did ao plainly 
foretell their future desolation ; but, like men in- 
fatuated, without either eyes to see, or nainds to 
consider, did not regard the denunciatioiis that God 
made to them. Thus there was a star resembling 
a sword, which stood over the city, and a eomet, 
that continued a whole year.^ Thus abo^ before 
the Jews' rebellion, and before these mmmoiioiia 
which preceded the war, when the peo^ were 
come in great crowds to the feast of unleaTe&ed 
bread, on the eighth day of the month Xantluciis§ 
[Nisan], and at the ninth hour of the nig^t, so 
great a light shone round the altar and the holy 
house, that it appeared to be bright daj-tixne ; 
which light lasted for half an hour. This light 
seemed to be a good sign to the unskiliul, bat was 
so interpreted by the sacred scribes, as to portend 
those events that followed imme^tely upon it. 
At the same festival also, a heifer, aa she waa led 
by the high- priest to be sacrificed, brought forth a 
lamb in the midst of the temple. Moreover, the 
eastern gate of the inner [court of the temple], 
which was of brass, and vastly heavy, and had 
been with difficulty shut by twenty men, and rested 
upon a basis armed with iron, and had bolts las- 
tened very deep into the firm floor, which waa 
there made of one enture stone, was seen to be 
opened of its own accord about the sixth hour of 
the night Now, those that kept watch in the tem - 
pie came thereupon running to die captain of die 
temple, and told him of it ; who then came up 
thither, and not without great difficulty, waa able 
to shut the gate again. This also appeared to the 
vulgar to be a very happy prodigy, as if God did 
thereby open them the gate of happiness. But the 
men of learning understood it, that the aeeority €^ 
their holy house was dissolved of its own accord, 
and that the gate was opened for the advantage of 
their enemies. So these publicly declared, Uiat 
this sigoul foreshowed the desolation that waa com- 
ing upon them. Besides these, a few days after 
that feast, on the one-and-twentieth day of the 
month Artemisius [ Jyar], a certain prodigious and 
incredible phenomenon appeared ; i suppose the 
account of it would seem to be a fable, were it not 
related by those that saw it, and were not the erenti 
that followed it of so considerable a natnre as re 
deserve such signals ; for, before sun-setdng, ch »• 
riots and troops of soldien in their armour, were 
seen running about among the deads, and snr- 
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rounding of -cities. Moreover, at that feast which 
we call Pentecost, as the priests were goins by 
night into the inner* [court of the] temple, ae weir 
custom was, to perform their sacred ministratioDB, 
they said that, m the first pUoe, they felt a quak- 
ing, and heard a great noise, and after that they 
heard a sound as of a great multitude, saying, 
** Let us remoTe hence.'* But, what is still more 
terrible, there was one Jesus, the son of Ananus, 
a plebeian and an husbandman, who, four years 
befora the war bqpin, and at a time when the city 
was in yety great peace and prosperity, came to 
that feast whereon it is our custom for every one to 
make tabernacles to God in the temple,t began on 
a sudden to cry aloud, ** A voice from the east, a 
voice from the west, a voice from the four winds, a 
voice against Jerusalem and the holy house, a 
voice agamst the bridegrooms and the brides, and 
a voice against this whole people !** This was his 
cry, as he went about by day and by night, in all 
the lanes of the city. However, certain of the 
most eminent among the populace, had great in- 
dignation at this dire cry of his, and took up the 
man, and gave him a great number of severe 
stripes ; yet did not he eitlier say any thing for 
himself, or any thing peculiar to those that chns- 
tised him, but still he went on with the same words 
which he cried before Hereupon our rulers sup- 
posing, as tlie case proved to be, that this was a 
sort St divine fury in the man, brought him to the 
Iloman procurator ; where he was whipped till his 
bones were laid bare ; yet did he not moke any 
supplication for himself, nor shed anv tears, but 
turning his voice to the most lamentable tone pos- 
sible, at every stroke of the whip his answer was, 
*< Wo, wo to Jerusalem !" And when Albinus (for 
he was then our procurator) asked him. Who he 
was 1 and whence he came t and why he uttered 
such words 1 he made no manner of reply to what 
he said, but still did not leave off his melancholy 
ditty, till Albinus took him to be a madman, and 
dismissed him. Now, during all the time that 
passed before the war began, mis man did not go 
near any of the citizens, nor was seen by them 
while he said so ; but he every day uttered these 
lamentable words, as if it were his premeditated 
vow, << Wo, wo to Jerusalem t" Nor did he give 
ill words to any of those that beat him every day, 
nor good words to those that gave him food ; but 
this was his reply to all men, and indeed no other 
than a melandioly presage of what was to come. 
This cry of his was the loudest at the festivals ; and 
he continued this ditty for seven years and five 
months, without growing hoarse, or being tired 
therewith, until the very time that he saw his pre- 
sage in earnest fulfilled in our siege, when it ceased ; 
for, as he was going round upon the wall, he cried 
out with his utmost force, <* Wo, wo to the city 
again, and to the people, and to the holy house 1** 
And just as he added at the lasty— « Wo, wo to 
myself also I" there came a stone out of one of the 
engines, and smote him, and killed him immedi- 
ately : and as he was uttering the very same pre- 
sages, he gave up the ghoeU 
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4. Now, if any one eoosider these things, he wilt 
find that God takes care of mankind, and by all 
ways possible foreshows to our race what is for 
their preservation ; but that mea perish by those 
miseries which they madly and vokintarily bring 
upon themselves ; for the Jews, by demolisiiing 
the tower of Antonia, had made tfieir temple four- 
square, while at the same thne they had it written 
in their sacred omelea,— *< That then should tlieir 
city be taken, as well as their holy house, when 
once their temple should become four-square.'' 
But now, what did most elevate them ia undertak- 
ing t^iis war, was an ambiguous oraeie that was 
also found in their sacred writings, how, * about 
that time, one from their country should become 
governor of the habiuble earth.'^ The Jews took 
this prediotion to belong to themselves in particu- 
lar ; and mahy of the wise men were thereby de- 
ceived in their determination. Now, this oraeie 
certainly denoted the government of Vespasian, 
who was appointed emperor in Judea. However, 
it is not possible for men to avoid fate, olthoogh 
they see it beforehand. But these men interpreted 
some of these signals aeoording to their own plea- 
sure '; and some of them they utterly despised, 
until their madness was demonstrated, both by the 
taking of their city and their own destmetioii. 



CHAPTER VI. 

HOW THE BOHAlfS OAABfSO THSIR BNSICIIS TO !■■ 
TBMPLB, AND MADB JOYFUL AOOLAMATIOMS lO TI- 
TUS. THB SPBBGB THAT TITUS KADB TO THE JBWS 
WHBN THBT MAOB SUPPLICATION FOB KBBCT. 
WHAT BBPLY THBT MADB THBBBIO ; AND HOW 
THAT ABPLT MKOVBD TITUS'S INDIONATION AQAlNSff 



§ 1. And now the Romans, upon the flight of the 
seditious into the oily, and upon the bnr£ng of the 
holy house itself, and of all the bnildinn lying 
round about it, brought their ensigns to Uie tem- 
p]»^ and set them over-against its eastern gate ; 
.and there did they offer sacrifices to them, and 
there did they make Titus imperatorj wiUi the 
greatest aedaniations of joy. And now all the sol- 
diers had such vast quantities of the spoils which 
they had gotten by plunder, that in Syria a pouud 
weight of gold was sold for hall its furmer value. 
But as for those priesti that kept themselves still 
upon the wall of the holy liouse,|| there was a boy 
that, out of the thirst he was in, desired sotne of 
the Roman guards to give him their right hands 
as a security for his lifei, and confessed he was yery 
thirsty. These guards commiserated his age^ and 
the distress he was iu, and gave him their right 
hands accordingly. So he came down himself, and 
drank some water, and filled the vessel he had with 
him when he came to them with water, and then 
went off, and fled away to his own fnends ; nor 
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could any of thoHe guards ovmiake faim ; but still 
thepr reproached him for his perfidiousness. To 
which he made this answer : — ** I have not broken 
the agreement ; for the security I had given me 
was not in order to my staying with you, but only 
in order to my coming^ down Mifely, and taking up 
some water ; both which things I hare performed, 
and therenpon think myself to have boen faithful 
to my en^gement." Hereupon those whom the 
ehild had imposed upon, admired at his cunning, 
and that on account of his age. On the fifth day 
afterward, the priests that were pined with the 
famine came down, and when they were brought to 
Titus by the guards, they begged for their lives : 
but he replied, that the time of pardon was over as 
to them ; and that tliis very holy house, on whose 
account alone they could justly hope to be pre- 
served, was destroyed ; and that it was agreeable 
to their olHoe tliat priests should perish with the 
house itself to which they belonged. So be or- 
dered them to be put to death. 

2. But as for the tyrants themselves, and those 
that were with them, when they found that they 
were encompassed on every side, and, as it were, 
walled round, without any method of escaping, they 
desired to treat with Titus by word of mouth. Ac- 
cordingly, such was the kindness of his nature, and 
his desire of preserving the city from destmetion, 
joined to the advice of his friends, who now 
thought the robbers were come to a temper, that 
he placed himself on the other side of the outer 
[court of the] temple ; for there were gates on that 
side above the Xystus, and a bridge that connected 
the upper city to the temple. This bridge it was 
that lay between the tyrants and CsBsar, and parted 
them ; while the multitude stood on each side ; 
those of the Jewish nation about Simon and John, 
with great hope of pardon ; and the Romans about 
Cnear, in great expectation how Titus would re- 
ceive their supplication. So Titus charged his 
soldiers to restrain tiieir rage, and to let their darts 
alone, and appointed an intei^nreter between them, 
which was a sign that he was the conqueror, and 
first began the discourse, and said, << 1 hope you, 
airs, are now satisfied with the miseries of your 
oountiy, who have not liad any just notbns, either 
of our great power, or of your own great weak- 
ness ; but have, like madmen, after a violent and 
inconsiderate manner, made such attempts, as have 
brought your people, your city, and your holy house, 
to destruction. You have been the men that have 
never left off rebelling since Pompey first conquer- 
ed vou ; and have, since that time, made open war 
with the Romans. Have you depended on your 
multitude, while a very small part of the Roman 
soldiery have been strong enough for you I Have 
you relied on the fidelity of your confederates t 
and what nations are there, out of the limits of our 
dominion, that would choose to assist the Jews 
before the Romans t Are your bodies stronger 
than ours 1 nay, you know that the [strong] Ger- 
mans themselves are our servants. Have you 
stronger waUs than we have I Pray, what«reater 
obstacle is there than the wall of the ocean, with 
which the Britons are encompassed, and yet do 
adore the arms of the Romans 1 Do you exceed 
ns in courage of soul, and in the sagacity of your 
commanders t Nay, indeed, you cannot but know 
tliat the very Carthaginians have been conquered 
by us. It can therefore be notliing certainly but 
tne kiudueab of us Romans which hath excited you 



against us ; who, in the first place, have given }oa 
this Uiud to possess ; and, in the next plaee, lure 
set over yon kings of your own nation ; and, in the 
third place, have preserved the Uws of your fore- 
fathers to you, and have withal permitted yon M 
live, either by yourselves or among others, u it 
should please you f and, what is our chief ikvourol 
all, we have given you leave to gather op that tri- 
bute which is paid to Grod,* with such other gifu 
that are dedicated to him ; nor have we called 
tliose that carried these donations to aceoant, nor 
prohibited them ; till at lengUi yon became richer 
than we ourselves, even when you were oar tpt- 
mies ; and you made preparations for war agaiibt 
us with our own money : nay, after all, when yoa 
were in the enjoyment of all these advantafrcs, yoa 
turned your too great plenty against those titat 
gnve it you, and, like merciless serpents, hire 
thrown out your poison against those tliat treited 
you kindly. I suppose, therefore, that yoa roigbt 
despise the slothfulness of Nero, and, like iimbs of 
the body that are broken or dislocated, you did 
then lie quiet, waiting for some oUier time, though 
still with a malicious intention, and have now shown 
your distemper to be greater than ever, and haw 
extended your desires as far as your impudent sua 
immense hopes would enable yon to do it. At una 
time my father came into this country, not with a 
design to punish you for what you had done under 
Cestius, but to admonish you ; for, had be come to 
overthrow your nation, he had run direcdy to your 
fountam-head, and had immediately Uid this city 
waste ; whereas, he went and burnt Galilee, and 
the neighbouring parts, and tliereby gave you toiw 
for repentance ; which instance of humanity m 
took for an argument of his weakness, and nourxji** 
up your impudence by our mildness, ^^f". f?^ 
was gone out of the world, you did as the wickedest 
wretches would have done, and encour^ed yoi^ 
selves to act against us by our civU ^^^rl 
and abused that time, when both I snd my wo^ 
were gone away to Egypt, to make P"*!^^." 
for this war. Nor were you ashamed to raise ow- 
turbances against us when we were made e™F«*^ 
and this while you had experienced how n"'**TJ 
had been, when we were no more than ^^^ 
the army ; but when the government was devoi 
upon us, and all other people did thereupon i|J 
quiet, and even foreign nations Bentembas8i«i 
congratulated our access to the government, uw 



did you Jews show yourselves to be our «" /^^^ 
You sent embassies to those of your nauon iW^ 
■ yon in your '•^IJJ 



beyond Euphrates, to •«»•••* /vu — rf-- ^^ 
disturbances ; new walls were built by 3^°/^ 
your city, seditions arose, and one tyrant ^^^^g 
against another, and a civil war broke out ac^J j 
you ; such, indeed, as became none but so ****^ 
a people as you are. I then came to *!"^,^|^. 
unwillingly sent by my father, and received mw 
choly injuncuons from him. When I.*!^ ,it: 
the people were disposed to peace, I rejo^^ ^ 
I exhorted you to leave off these ?rvee^^S\^ 
fore I began this war ; I 8par«d you «^^. ^,yj 
you had fought against me a great while ; J 6^ 
my right luind as security to the desertera ;^^ 
served what I had promised fsithfnlly. J^ 
they fled to me, 1 had compassion of ""•'jf^ ^ 
that I had taken captive ; I tortured thow 
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were eager for war, in order to reBttatii them. 1 1 
was unwiilingly that I brought my engines of war 
against your walls ; I always prohibited my soldiers, 
when they were set upon your slaughter, from their 
seTerity against you. After every victoigr I per- 
suaded you to peace, as though I had been myself 
conquered. When I came near your temple I again 
departed from the kws of war, and exhorted you to 
spare your own sanctuary, and to preserve your 
holy house to yourselves. I allowea yon a quiet 
exit out of it, and security for your preservation : 
nay, if you had a mind I gave you leave to fight in 
another place. Yet have you still despised every 
one of my proposals, and have set fire to your holy 
house with your own hands. And now, vile 
wretches, do you desire to treat with me by word 
of mouth t To what purpase is it that you would 
save such a holy house as this was, which ia now 
destroyed f What preservation can yon now desire 
after the destructiun of your temple I Yet do you 
stand still at this very time in your armodr ; nor 
can you bring yourselves so much as to pretend to 
be supplicants even in this your utmost extremity 1 
O miserable creatures I what is it you depend on ! 
Are not your people dead f is not your holy house 
gone 1 b not your city in my power I and are not 
your own very lives in my hands I And do you 
atill deem it a part of valour to die ! However, I 
will not imitate your madness. If you throw down 
your arms, and deliver up your bodies to me,^ I 
grant you your lives ; and I will act like a mild 
master of a family ; what cannot be healed, shall 
be punished, and the rest I will preaerve for my 
own use." 

3. To that offer of Titus they made this reply : 
— That they could not accept of it, because they 
had sworn never to do so ; but they desired they 
might have leave to go through the wall that had 
been made about them, with their wires and chil- 
dren ; for that they would go into the desert, and 
leave the city to him. At this Titus had great in- 
dignation ; that, when tliey were in the case of 
men already taken captives, they should pretend to 
make their own terms with hun as if they had been 
conquerors I So he ordered this prochunation to 
be made to them. That they should no more come 
out to him as deserters, nor hope for any farther 
security ; for that he would henceforth spare no- 
body, but fight them with his whole army ; and that 
they must save themselves as well as Uiey could ; 
for that he would from henceforth treat them ac- 
cording to the laws of war. So he gave orders to 
the soldiers both to bum and plunder the city ; 
who did nothing indeed that day ; but on the next 
day they set fire to the repository of the archives, 
to Acra, to the council-house, and to the place 
failed Ophlas ; at which time the fire proceeded as 
far as the palace of queen Heleua, which was in the 
middle of Acra : the lanes also were burnt down, 
as were also those houses that were full of the dead 
bodies of such as were destroyed by famine. 

4. On the same day it was that the sons and 
brethren of Izates the lung, together with many 
others of the eminent men of the populace, got 
together there, and besought Cessar to give them 
his riffht hand for their securitv. Upon which, 
though he was very angry at all that were now 
remaining, yet did he not lay aside his old modera- 
tion, but received these meu. At that time, indeed, 
he kept tliem all in custody, but still bound the 
king's sons and kinsmen, and led them with him to 
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Rome, in order to make them hostages for their 
eountty*B fidelity to the Romans^ 



CHAPTER VII. 

WHAT AFTBRWARD8 BEFBL THB BBDrriOUS, WHEN 
THBT HAD DONE A ORBAT DBAL OP MISCHIEF, AND 
SUFFERED MANY MISFORTUNES : M ALSO HOW 
COSAR BECAME MASTER OF THE UPPER CIZT. 

§ 1. And now the seditions rushed into the royal 
palace, into which many had put their effects, be- 
cause it was so strong, and drove the Romans away 
from it. They also slew all the people that had 
crowded into it, who were in number about eight 
thousand four hundred, and plundered them of what 
they had. They also took two of the Romans 
alive ; the one was a horseman, and the other a 
footman. Thev then cut the throat of the footman, 
and immediately had him drawn through the whole 
6ity, as revenging themselves upon tlie whole body 
6f the Romans by this one instance. But the 
horseman said he had somewhat to suggest to them, 
in order to their preservation ; whereupon he wa» 
brought before Simon ; but he having nothing to 
say when he was there, he was delivered to Ardalas, 
one of his commanders to be punished, who bound 
his hands behind him, and put a riband over his 
eyes, and then brought him out over- against the 
Romans, as intending to cut off his head. But the 
man prevented that execution, and ran away to the 
Romans, and tliis while the Jewish executioner was 
drawing out his sword. Now when he was gotten 
away from the enemy, Titus could not think of put- 
ting him to death ; but because he deemed him 
unworthy of being a Roman soldier any longer, on 
account that he had been taken alive by the enemy, 
he took away his arms, and ejected him out of the 
legion whereto he had belonged ; which, to one that 
htui a sense of shame, was a penalty severer than 
death itaell 

2. On the next day the Romans drove the robbers 
out of the lower city, and set all on fire as far as 
^iloam. These soldiers were indeed glad to see the 
city destroyed. But they missed the plunder, be- 
cause the seditk>us had carried off all their effects, 
and were retired into the npper city ; for they did 
not yet at all repent of the mischiefs they had done, 
but were insolent, as if they had done well ; for, aa 
they saw the city on fire, they appeared cheerful, 
and put on joyful countenances, in expectation, as 
they said, of death to end their miseries. Accord- 
ingly, as the people were now slain, the holy hou^e 
was burnt down, and the city was on fire, there was 
notliing farther left for the enemv to do. Yet did 
not Josephus grow weary, even in this utmost ex- 
tremity, to beg of them to spare what was left of 
the citpr ; he spake largely to them about their 
barbarity and impiety, and gave them his advice iu 
order to their escape, though he gained nothing 
thereby more than to be laughed at by them ; and 
as they could not think of surrendering themselves 
up, because of the oath they had taken, nor were 
strong enough to fight with the Romans any longer 
upon the uuare, as beins surrounded on all sides, 
and a kind of prisoners i^ready, yet were they so 
accustomed to kill people, that they could not re- 
strain their right hands from acting accordingly. 
So they dispersed themselves before the dtyi and 
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liiid themselvee in Rmbiuh among its rains, to catch 
those that attempted to desert to the Romaos ; ac- 
cordingly, many such deserters were caught by 
them, and were all slain ; for these were too weak, 
by reason of their want of food, to fly away from 
them; so their dead bodies were thrown to the 
dogs. Now every sort of death was thought more 
tolerable than the famine, insomuch that, though 
the Jews despaired now of mercy, yet would they 
fly to the Romans, and would themselves, even of. 
their own accord, fall among the murderous rebels 
also. Nor was there any place in the city that had 
no dead bodies in it^ but what was entirely covered 
with those that were either killed by the fsmine or 
the rebellion ; and all was full of the dead bodies of 
such as had perished, either by that sedition or by 
that fiimine. 

8. So now the last hope which supported the 
tvrants and the crew of robbers who were with 
them, was in the caves and caverns under groand ; 
whither, if tliey could once fly, they did not expect 
to be searched for ; but endeavoured, that after the 
whole city should be destroyed, and the Romans 
gone away, they might come out again, and escape 
from them. This was no better tlian a dream of 
theurs ; for they were not able to lie hid either 
from God or from the Romans. However, they 
depended on these under-ground subterfuges, and 
set more places on fire than did the RomaSs them- 
selves ; and those that fled out of their houses thus 
set on fire, into ditches, they killed without mercy, 
and pillaged them also ; and if tliey discovered food 
belonging to any one, they seized upon it and swal- 
lowed it down, together with their blood also ; nay, 
they were now come to fight one with another about 
their plunder ; and I cannot but think that, had 
not their destruction prevented it, their barbarity 
would have made them taste of even the dead 
bodies themselves. 



CHAPTER VIII, 

HOW C^BSAB RAISBD BANKS BOUND ABOUT TRB UPPBB 
CfTT,* AND WHBN THBT WBBB OOMPLBTBD, GAVE 
0BDBB8 FOB THB MACHINES TO BB BBOUGHT. 
HB THBN POeSESSBD HIMSBLF OF THB WHOLE 
CITY. 

{ I. Now, when CsBsar perceived that the upper 
eity was so steep, that it could not possibly be 
taken without raising banks against it, he distri- 
buted the several parts of that work among his 
army, and this on the twentieth day of the month 
Lous [AbJ. Now, the carriage of the materials 
was a difficult task, since all the trees, as I have 
already told you, that were about the city, within 
the distance of a hundred furlongs, had their 
branches cut off already, in order to make the for- 
mer banks. The works that belonged to the four 
legions, were erected on the west side of the city, 
ftver-against the royal palace ; but the whole body 
•f the auxiliwy troops, with the rest of the multi- 
tude that were with them, [erected their banks] at 
the Xystus, whence they reached to the bridge, and 
that tower of Simon, which he had built y a citadel 
for himself against John, when they were at war 
one with another. 

2. It was at this time that the commanders of 
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the Idumeans got privately together, and took 
counsel about surrendering themselves np to du 
Romans. Accordingly, they sent five meo to Titu, 
and entreated him to give them his right band far 
their security. So Titus thinking that the tjrxanti 
would yield, if the Idumeans, upon whom a gmt 
part of the war depended, were once withdnn 
from them, after some reluctance and delay, eon* 
plied with them, and gave them secaiity for their 
lives, and sent the five men back ; bat as then 
Idumeans were preparing to mareh out, Simoo 
perceived it, and immediately slew the fire meo 
that had gone to Titos, and took their eommaodeis, 
and put them in prison, of whom the most emineot 
was Jacob, the son of Sosas ; but as for the mold' 
tude of the Idumeans, who did not at all ksov vlat 
to do, now their commanders were taken from then, 
he had them watched, and secured tfaevaUs hj i 
more numerous garrison. Yet could not that gt^ 
risen resist those that were deserting ; foralthoogh 
a great' number of them were shun, yet were the 
deserters many more in number. These were all 
received by the Romans, because Titus himself 
grew negligent as to liis former orders for killiBg 
them, and because the very soldiers grew weaiy of 
killing them, and because tliey hoped to get wm 
money by sparing them ; for they left ool/ tba 
populace, and sold the rest of the mQltitode,t with 
their wives and children, and every one of them tt 
a very low price, and that because sneh as were 
sold were very many, and the buyers very fe* » 
and although Titus had made procUunation before- 
hand, that no deserter should come alone by him- 
self, that so they might bring out their toiha 
with them, yet did he receive such as these aho. 
However, he set over them such as were to distio- 
guish some from others, in order to see if u)]r of 
them deserved to be punished ; and indeed the 
number of those that were sold was immense ; hot 
of the populace above forty thousand were ssved, 
whom Coesar let go whither every one of them 
pleased. 

3. But now at this time it was that one of the 
priests, the son of Thebuthus, whose pame ^ 
Jesus, upon his having security given him bj toe 
oath of CsBsar, that he should be preserved op<« 
condition that he should deliver to him ^^^!r 
the precious things that had been reposited is ^ 
temple^: came out of it, and delivered him from ">' 
wall of the holy house two eandlesUda like to those 
that lay in the holy house, with tables, and dstentf* 
and vials, all made of solid gold, and veiy hea*^ 
He also delivered to him the veils and the g*^^ 
with the precious stones, and a great n»""°^ 
other precious vessehi that belonged to ^i"*^ 
worship. The treasurer of the temple <^> *J?^ 
name was Phineas, was seized on, and showed i»p » 
the coats and gurdlee of the priests, *^^ * ^ 
quantity of purple and scarlet, which we» J" 
reposited for the use of the veil, as also a gre^ 
deal of cinnamon and cassia, with a htfg« 4°^' ^ 

f This innomcfmbtomiiltttadaor J««i tliakwm "'^j^iSjSL kf 
man a, were on •mineat eompteUan of Ood's l ie*—* ■Tkl*. (^ 
Mom, thftt If they apoeUtUwl trom the olwdlMO* *^^*l*Jll^' 
thould b« " Mid onto their eaenilM fcr bondaMO ■>" mm" grt 
DwiL sxrlU. 08. See mon especial^ the note on eh. »^ .Tjrbs^b 
one Uiing h«i« to peoultarljr nowrkabte, tin* V«*rt Moa> |^,. 
Uiey ehuuld be *• Mid- for sbTce, yet " no nun ■hoaU ^^o'(« ,» 
either they >hottld have none to redeem them Inm ^J^ckci^ 
very I or nUher that the ilavae to be aoU ahould be f^^a^ipi. 
porehaecfs for lh«m, and lo they ahould be leM *f '"**' .7 imi «»*■ 
which to what Joephue here mmvwoB to have bMO thi «* *L^ to . 

4 What bvoMoe of tbeee epoUs oT the imptothil v*^^.,^! 
lee Joeephiu himaeir heieafUr, h. tU. eh. t. ewfc «. andSetowi'' ' 
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of other sweet spiees,* whieh used to be mixed 
together, and offered as ineense to God every day. 
A great many other treasures were also delivered 
to him, with saored ornaments of the temple not a 
few ; which things tlias delivered to Titus, obtained 
- of him for tliis roan the same pardon Uiat he had 
allowed to such as deserted of their own accord. 

4. And now were tlie banks finished on the 
seventh day of the month Grorpieus [Elul], in 
eighteen days* time, when the Romans brought their 
machines agamst the wall ; but for the seditious, 
some of them, as despairing of saving the city, 
retired from the wall to the citadel ; others of 
them went down into the subterranean vaults, 
though still a great many of them defended them- 
selves against those that brought the engines for 
the battery ; yet did the Romans overcome tliem 
by their number and by their strength ; and, what 
was tlie principal thing of all, by going cheerfully 
about their work, while the Jews were quite de- 
jected and beopme weak. Now, as soon as a part 
of the wall was battered down, and certain of the 
towers yielded to the impression of the battering- 
rams, those that opposed themselves fied away, and 
such a terror fell upon the tyrants, as was much 
greater than the oeeasion required ; for before the 
enemy got over the breach, they were quite stunned, 
and were inunediately for flying away ; and now 
one might see these men, who had hitherto been so 
insolent and arrogant in their wicked practices, to 
be cnst down and to tremble, insomuch that it 
would pity one^s heart to observe the change that 
was made in those vile persons. Accordingly they 
ran with great violence upon' the Roman wall that 
enoompsMed them, in order to force away those 
that guarded it, and to break through it, and get 
away ; but when they saw that those who had for- 
merly been faithful to tliem, had gone away (as 
indeed they were fled whithersoever the great dU- 
treas they were in persuaded them to flee) as also 
when those that came running before the rest told 
them that the western wall was entirely overthrown, 
while others said the Romans were gotten in, and 
others that they were near, and looking out for 
them, which were only the dictates of theur fear, 
which imposed npon their sight, they fell upon their 
faces, and greatly lamented theur own mad con- 
duet ; and their nerves were so terribly loosed, that 
they could not flee away ; and here one may chiefly 
reflect on the power of (rod exercised upon these 
wicked wretches, and on the good fortune of the 
Romans ; for these tyrants did now wholly deprive 
themselves of the security they had in their own 
power, and came down from those very towers of 
tlieir own accord, wherein they could have never 
been taken by force, nor indeed by any other way 
than by famine. And thus did tlie Romans, when 
tliey had taken snob great pains about weaker walls, 
get by good fortune whas they could never have 
l^tten by their engines ; for three of these towers 
were too strong for all mechanical engiuQs what- 
loever ; concerning which we have treated of 
before. • 

5. So they now left tliese towers of themselves, 
or rather thev were ejected out of them by God 
himself, and fled immediately to that valley which 
was nnder Siloam, where they again recovered 

• Thrtn vmrlow lortooripleat, cvan monUMB Uiom fimr which Moaca 
pfMcribcd (Eawl. ssxi, 84), «• m« w«i« tued In thair pubUe wonhip 
umUr JI«M'« tamplt, partlcoiariy «lmuuiioa aad eu«i» } which Balnnd 
'~*~ ^ otiMot,m» •fTMiog with (te imumt MsUmoajrof (h« 
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themselves out of the dread they were in for a while, 
and ran violently against that part of the Roman 
wall which lay on that side ; but as their courage 
was too much depressed to make their attacks with 
sufficient force, and their power was now broken 
with fear and affliction, they were repulsed by the 
guards, and dispersing themselves at distances from 
each other, wentdown into the subterranean caverns. 
So the Romans being now become masters of the 
walls, they both placed tlieir ensigns upon the tow- 
ers, and made joyful acclamations for die victory 
they had gained, as having found the end of thif 
war much lighter than its beginning ; for when 
they had gotten upon the last wall, without any 
bloodshed, they could hardly believe what they 
found to be true ; but seeing nobody to oppose 
them, they stood in doubt what such an unasual 
solitude could mean. But when they went in num- 
bers, into the bines of the citv, with their swords 
drawn, they slew those whom they overtook without 
mercy, and set fli^e to the houses whither the Jews 
were fled, and burnt every soul in them, and laid 
waste a gt«at many of tlie rest ; and when they were 
come to the houses to plunder them, they found in 
them entirs families of dead men, and the up^r 
rooms full of dead corpses, that is of such as died 
by the famine ; they then stood in a horror at this 
sight, and went out without touching any thing. 
But although they had this commiseration for such 
as were destroyed m that numner, yet had they not 
the &me for those that were still alive, but they ran 
every one through whom they met with, and ob- 
structed the very lanes with their dead bodies, and 
made the whole city run down with blood, to such 
a degree indeied tliat the fire of many oi the houses 
was quenched with these men's blood. And truly 
so it happened, that though the slayers left off at 
the evening, yet did the tire greatly prevail in the 
night ; and as all was burning, came that eighth 
day of the month Grorpieus [Elul] upon Jerusalem ; 
a city diat liad been liable to so many miseries dur- 
ing this siege, that, had it always enjoyed as much 
happiness from its first foundation, it would certainly 
have been the envy of the world. Nor did it on any 
other aeoocmt so much deserve these sore misfor- 
tuues, as by producing such a generation of men as 
were the occasions of this its overthrow. 



CHAPTER IX. 

VHAT nfJUNCTIONS CA8AB OATB WRBN HB WAS 
00MB WITHIN THB CITT. TBB MUHBBR OP TAB 
CAPnVBS, AND OP THOSB THAT PE&ISHBD IN THB 
8IXQB ; AS ALSO OONCBBNINO THOSB THAT E9- 
CAPBD INTO THB SUBTB&RANBAN CAVERNS, AHONO 
WHOM WBRB THB TTRANTB SIMON AND JOHN THBM- 
UBLVB8. 

§ 1. Now, when Titos was some uito this [npper] 
city, he admired not only some other phuies of 
strength in it, but particuiariy those strong towers 
which the tyrants, in their mid conduct, had relin- 
quished ; for when he saw their solid altitude, and 
the largeness of their several stones, and the ex- 
actness ^ their joints, as also how great was their 
breadth, and how extensive their length, he ex- 
pressed himself after the following manner :■— ** We 
have certainly had God for our assistant in this war, 
and it was no other than God that ejected the Jews 
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oat of these fortifications ; for what eould the hands 
of men, or any machines, do towards overthrowing 
these towers !" At which time he had many such 
discourses to his friends ; he also let such go free 
as had been bound by the tyrants, and were left io 
thtt prisons. To conclude, when he entirely de- 
molished the rest of the city, and overthrew its 
walls, he left these towers as a monument of his 
good fortune, which had proved his auxiliaries, and 
enabled him to take what oould not otherwise have 
been taken by him. 

2. And now, sinoe his soldiers were already quite 
tured with killing men, and yet there appeared to be 
a vast multitude still remaining alive, Caesar gave 
orders that they should kill none bpt those that 
were in arms, and opposed them, but should take 
the rest alive. But, together with those whom they 
had orders to slay, they slew the aged and the in- 
firm ; but for those that were in Uieir flourishing 
age, and who might be useful to them, they drove 
them together into the temple, and shut them up 
within the walls of the court of the women ; over 
which Cnsar set one of his freed-men, as also 
Fronto, one of his own friends ; which last was to 
determhie every one's late, according to his merits. 
So this Fronto slew all those that had been seditious 
and robbers, who were impeached one by another ; 
but of the young men, he chose out the tallest and 
most beautiful, and reserved them for the triumph ; 
and as for the rest of the multitude that were above 
seventeen years old, he put them into bonds, and 
sent them to the Egyptian mines.* Titus also sent 
a great number into the provinces, as a present to 
them, that they might be destroyed upon their 
theatres, by the sword and by the wild heasts ; but 
those that were under seventeen years of age were 
sold for slaves. Now daring the days wherein Fronto 
was distinguishing these men, there perished, for 
want of food, eleven thousand ; some of whom did 
not taste any food, through the hatred their guards 
bore to them ; and others would not take m any 
when it was given them. The multitude also was 
to very great, that they were in want even of com 
for their sustenance. 

3. Now the numberf of those that were carried 
eaptive during this whole war was collected to be 
ninety-seven Uiousand ; as was the number of those 
that perished during the whole siege, eleven hun- 
dred thousand, the greater |>art of whom were in- 
deed of the same nation [with the citizens of Jeru- 
salem], but not belonging to the dty itself ; for 
they were come up from ul the country to the feast 
of unleavened bread, and were on a sudden shut up 
by an army, which, at the very first, occask>ned so 
great a straitness among them, that there came a 
pestilential destruction upon them, and soon after- 
ward such a famine as destroyed them more sud- 
denly. And that this city oould contain so many 
people in it, is manifest by that number of them 
which was taken under Cestius, who being desirous 

*8M«b««v«n] pi«dlstlaMtlMtUMJ««a, IT tbi^ bcouM dtoOnate 
in tlwlr MolaUT and wldwlocM» klMMiM U wmt asklBp or aoU Into 
SOPt, tetlMlr pontehmcnt, Dtat s«vUI, aS; J«r. sllv. 7| H<ia.TUL 
Ul{ U. S; sU sat « K«tf. XV. 10.14, with AntlMntit AaMvds pBitL pb 
40, in, and Rsfauid PiJ«tloa, torn. IL p. 71Aw -, r~ r- 

t TIM whola noltltiuto of iha J*«a &U nmt dtttioirwl dvfiot tk* 
«Btli« wv«n fMn tMlbrc thk tlm«. In all tte eoaatriM oTaml bonterlnf 
•n JndM, la aiimiMd upbjAMhbtabopUilMr, hamLlpriaa, oatoT Joaa- 
phiia, at tha yaar of Ohriat 70, and arooaiiu to 1,837,400. Ker eimld 
than hava btan that aumbar of Jawa In JaruAtam to ba daatnjcd In 
•hia tltfa, aa witl ba piaaantly aatdown bjr JoMphua, but ttet both Jawa 
and ptwalTtaa ofiostlea wcf« Jnat than aema ap out of tha othar eoao- 
Iriaa of OalUaa, BainarU, Jad«*, and Pviaa, and othar raraotar rtgloos, 
•o tha Paawvar, In vaat numbeti, and tbafaln ooopad op, aa In » prfMM. 
toy tha Boman army, aa JoMphns hlmaatf wall obMrvaa, in thto and tha 
ST'iTSS'!^*'*"'*^**''*^ tiaawhata, h. t. ah. ill. aaat. I| and 



of informing Nero of the power of the dty, who 
otherwise was disposed to contemn that nmtioa, en- 
treated the high-priests, if the thing were poeaible, 
to take the number of their whole mnltitiide. Se 
these high-priests, upon the coming of their fees! 
which is called the Passover, when they slay their 
sacrifices, from the ninth hour to the eleventh, bat 
so that a company not less than ten$ belong to 
every sacrifice (for It is not lawful for them to feaat 
singly by themselves), and many of us are twenty 
in a company, found the number of sacrifieea was 
two hundred and fifty-six thousand five hnndred ; 
which, upon the allowance of no more than ten that 
feast together, amounts to two millions seven hun- 
dred thousand and two hnndred persons that were 
pure and holy ; for as to those that have the lepro- 
sy, or the gonorrhoea, or women that hare their 
monthly courses, or such as are otherwise polioted, 
it IS not lawful for them to be partakers of this sa- 
crifice ; nor indeed for any foreigners neither, who 
come hither to worship. 

4. Now this vast multitude is indeed eoUeeted 
out of the remote places, but the entire nation 
was now shut up by fate as in a prison, and the Ro- 
man army encompassed the city when it was 
crowded with inhabitants. Accordingly the mnlri- 
tude of those that therein perished, exceeded ail 
the destructions that either men or God ever 
brought upon the world ; for to speak only of what 
WAS publicly known, the Romans slew some of them, 
some they carried captives, and others thsj oMde 
search for under ground, and when they found 
where they were, they broke up the ground and 
slew all they met with. There were also found 
slain there above two thousand persons, partly by 
their own hands, and partly by one another, bat 
chiefly destroyed by the famme ; but then, the ill sa* 
vour of the dead bodies was most offensive to tliose 
that lighted upon them, insomuch that some were 
obliged to get away immediately, while others were 
so greedy of gain, that they would go in among the 
dead homes that lay in heaps, and tmd upon them ; 
for a great deal of treasure was found in these en- 
vems, and the hope of gain made every way of get- 
ting it to be esteemed lawful. Many also of those 
that had been put in prison by the tyrants were 
now brought out ; for they did not leave off their 
barbarous cruelty at the very hist : yet did Gcd 
avenge hunself upon them both, in a manner agree- 
able to justice. As for John, he wanted food, to- 
gether with his brethren, in these savems, and 
begged that the Romans would now give him their 
right hand for his security, which he had often 
proudly rejected before ; but for Simon, he strug- 

Jpled hard with the distress he was in, till he was 
orced to surrender himself, aa we shall relate here- 
after ; so he was reserved for the triumph, and to 
be then slain : as was John condemned to perpetual 
imprisonment : and now the Romans set fire to the 
extreme parts of the dty, and burnt them down, 
and entirely demolished its walls. 

I Thia nmnbar of hoomuunr Ibr ana pnaahal laah, bHiiaiMi Ian ma4 
twtoty, agnaa aanetijr with tha nnmbar thiriaaa M oar SavhMra IkH 
paaMrar. Aa to tha whola ntimbar of Iha Jaws thnt oatS toaaana aa 
to tha Paaaovar. and aat of It at Jwiunlam, aaa tba now on h. U. f 
xir. aaoc a Thla nnmbaroaght to ba hara Indaad Juat tos V 



numbar at tha fcuaba, or Joat a,S»fiOO, by Joaaphna'a own Banioiyac t 
whanaa Ufa, In hla praaaat coplaa, no lau than L70O,OQ0u whMi taat 
numbar la, howvrar, naara<t tha othar nnmbar la tiM plaaa M«r olad. 
which <a 1,000.000. Bat what la hara ehlafly lamaaWMa la thHihail 
nnUon avar eama thna to daatroi tha Jcwa ntaayaf ihav 



Ibretn i 
■mn MClvmla, Amn __. 

upon thalri^MMtaajr Amn _, 

poaalbla. In tha nntora of thinci, that In mtj othar nntlun sMh «mi 
" and pcrlah In tha al^p tf Mj «• 



r eama thns to daatrn tha Jcwa ntaayar i 
thadamaTMoaaa tlU thiatimab bviaMM 
an Ood, and fWim ebadlaaoa to hte. Hw 
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CHAPTER. X. 

rilAT WaSRBAS THB CIT7 OF JBRU8ALBM HAD BEEN 
PIVB TIMES TAKBN FORMBRLT, THIS WAS THB 
SKOOND TIMB OF ITS DESOLATION. A BBIBF AO- 
COUAT OF ITS HISTO&r. 

§ 1. And thus was Jerusalem taken, ia the second 
>ear of the reign of Yespasian, on the eighth day 
of the month Gorpieus [Elul]. It had been taken 
five* times before, though this was the second time 
of Its desoUtion ; for Shishak, the king of Egypt, and 
after him Antiochns, and after him Pompey, and 
after him Sosius and Herod took the city, but still 
preserved it ; but before all these, the lung of Ba- 
bylon conquered it, and made it desolate, one thou- 
sand four hundred and sixty-eight years and six 
months after it was built But be who first built 
ttf was a potent man among the Canaanites, and 



is in our tongue called [Melchisedek], the Righte- 
ous King, for such he really was ; on which account 
he was [there] the first priest of God, and first 
built a temple [there], and called the city Jemsa- 
lem, which was formerly called Salem. Uowevery 
David, the king of the Jews, ejected the Ganaanitesi 
and settled his own people therein. It was demo- 
lished entirely by tiie Babylonians, fpur hundred . 
and seventy-seyen years and six months after him. ' 
And from king Itavid, who was the first of die 
Jews who reigned therein, to this destruction under 
Titua, were one thousand one hundred and serenty- 
nine years ; but from its first building, till this last 
destruction, were two thousand one hundred and 
seventy-seyen years ; yet hath not ks great anti- 
quity, nor its vast riches, nor the diffiuion of its 
nation over all the habitable earth, nor the great- 
ness of the veneration paid to it qua religious ac- 
count, being sufficient to preserve it from being 
destroyed. And thus ended the siege of Jerusalem. 



BOOK VII. 

CONTAINING THB INTE&VAL OF ABOUT THHBB TBAB8. 

FROM THE TAKING OP JERUSALEM BY TITUS, TO THE SEDITION OP THE JEWS 

AT CYRENE. 



CHAPTER I. 

now THB BNTIBB CITY OF JBBUSALBM WAS DBHO- 
LISHBD, BXCEPTINO THBBB TOWXBS ; AND HOW 
TITUS OOKKBNDBD HIS SOLDI BBS, IN A SPEECH 
MADE TO THEM, AND DISTRIBUTED ILEWARDS TO 
THEM, AND THEN DISMISSED MANY OF THEM. 

§ 1. Now, as soon as the army had no more people 
to sUy or to plunder, because there remained none 
to be the objects of their fuiy (for they would not 
haye spared any, had there remained any otlier 

• BaddM tiMM flv* IMK Mramcmtad, who had tehan JwuMlcm of 
el4, iomphtm, upon rnnhar neolketloo, nokou a tUth, AnUa. b. xil. 
ch. L tc«t. 1, who ■beuld hav« Iw«q hen inMrMd In the Moond ptaMt; 
X mean Plol^y, (ho nn oT Lapu. 

t Whr tho gr«u Boehart khouM tay (Da Pbomte. Ooloii. b. IL eh. Ir.), 
that " Tb«f« ara la thta elauaa of JoMphiu aa luaay mi tahot aa words,** 
I do by oo nwana vadarttaiid. Joaaphua thouchl Makhlaadak flnt 
built, or imthar rebuilt and adomad thbdty, and Uiat it wu then eallad 
fclem, aa PmL lax*l. t; that it aAarwardaeama to be oaHad JeruMlein t 
and that Malabiaadelk, boina a prtait aa well a-> a kln«, built to the true 
Sod tiMrrvln a temple, or plaee Ibr public divioa win^lp and nerlfloa { 
all whieh things may ba vary true nr aught wa know to the eontmry ^ 

•nd ftir tba word (COOF, «r Tbmpla, aa If It moat naada belong to the 
gnat tampla bnUt bj Bofeoioo long aftarwaid, Joaephoa hinaalf uaaa 
PaoSj ftwtha nnalllabaniaBlaof Maaaa, Aatlq, b. lU. oh. ▼!, Mei.4; 
Baa abo Antlq. b. UL ah. vl, aaot. 1, aa ba h«ra proMntly uaM UpOV 
ftwalaigeandsplandldiynagoguaor thaJawaat Ajitloeh oaly,b.Tll. 
eh. ULaeeca. 

•'« Thb U the proper plaaa tot »oeh aa have oloaely attended lo than 
latt. r book of the War, lo paruM. and that with equal aUentlon. thoM 
dUtioct and plain prwitctiona of Jeana of Naaaretb, in the Goepela 
tliereto tahttiog, aa oumpMrad with their exact aomnletiooe In Joea. 
phos'a hiaton; upou which oompleUooB, aa Dr. Whit^ weU 



iatt. ulv. a, no entail part of the evidence ftw the truth 

•fthaOulattaa religion does depend ; and aa I have step by atepu oom. 
pared them together In my UUnl Aetvmptitkmtmt qf Striatun Prv. 
fAecict. The reader la to obewve far. her, that the true naaon why X 
have ae aaUooi taken notlee of thoae eompktioBs in the eoune of theee 
notes, Dbtwlthatanding their being ao very ivmarUMe, and ftequantiy 
wvayobvioua, is thU, that I had enUrely prvTeiit«d myeelf in that 
wartlaabefcwhand i to which, tharafora, I maat here, ooae far all, aeti. 
MOy nte av«i7 inqalaitiva re.>der. 



snch work to be done) Coosar gaye orders that they 
ahoiUd now demolish tlie entire city and temple, 
but Biould leave as many of the towers standmg as 
were of the greatest eminency ; that is, Phasaelus, 
and Hippicus, and Mariamne, and so much of the 
wall as enclosed the city on the west side. This 
wall was spared, in order to afford a camp for such 
as were to lie in garrison ; as were the towers also 
spared, in order to demonstrate to posterity what 
kind of city it was, and how well fortified, which 
the Roman yalour had subdued ; but for all the 
rest of the wall, it was so thoroughly Uid eyen with 
the ground by those that dug it up to the founda- 
tion, tliat there was left nothing to make those that 
came thither belieye it had eyer been inhabited. 
This was the end which Jerusalem came to by the 
madness of those that were for innoyations ; a city 
otherwise of ffi-eat magnificence, and of mighty 
fame among all mankin£ 

2. But CfiBsar resolyed to leaye there as a guard 
the tenth legion, with certain troops of horsemen, 
and companies of footmen. So, haying enUrely 
completed this war, he was desirous to conmiend 
his whole army, on account of the great exploits 
they had performed, and to bestow proper xewardB 
on such as had signalized themselyes therem. He 
had therefore a great tribunal made for him in the 
midst of the pUce where he had formerly encamped, 
and stood upon it with his principal conunanden 
about him, and spake so as to be heard by tho 
whole army in the manner following —That hero- 
turned them abundance of thanks for their good- 
will which they had shown to him ; he commended 
them for that ready obedience they had exhibited 
iu tills whole war ; — which obedience had appeared 
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In the TUtny and great dangers they had courageous- 
ly undergone ; as also, for that courage they had 
shown, and had thereby augmented of themselves 
their country's power, and iiad made it evident to 
all men, that neitlier the multitude of their enemies, 
nor the strength of tlieir places, nor the largeness 
of their cities, nor the rash boldness and brutish 
rage of their antagonists, were sufficient at any time 
to get clear of the Roman valour, although some of 
them may have fortune in many respects on their 
side. He said further, that it was but reasonable 
for them to put an end to this war, now it had lasted 
so long, for they had nothing better to wish for 
when they entered into it ; and that this happened 
more favourably for them, and more for their glory, 
that all the Romans had willingly accepted of those 
for tlieir governors, and the curators of their do- 
minions, whom ihey had chosen for them, and liad 
sent into their own country for tliat purpose, which 
still continued under the management of those 
whom they had pitched on, and were thankful to 
them for pitching upon them. That accordingly, 
although he did boUi admire aud tenderly regard 
them ally because he knew that every one of Uiem 
had gone as cheerfully about their work as their 
abilities and opportunities would give them leave, 
yet, he said, tliat he would immediately bestow re- 
wards and dignities on tliose tliat liad fought the 
most bravely, and with greater force, and liad sig- 
nalized tlieir conduct in tlie most glorious manner, 
and had made his army more famous by their noble 
exploits : and that no one who had been willing to 
take more pains than another should miss of a just 
retributiou for the same ; fur that he had been ex- 
ceedingly careful about this matter, and that the 
more, because he had much rather reward t^e 
virtues of his fellow soldiers tlian punish such as 
had offended. 

3. Hereupon Titus ordered those whose husftess 
it was, to read tlie list of all that had performed 
great exploits in this war, whom he called to him 
by their names, and commended them before the 
eompany, and rejoiced in them in the same manner 
as a man would have rejoiced in his own exploits. 
He also put on their heads crowns of gold, and 
golden ornaments about tlieir necks, and gave them 
long spears of gold, and ensigns that were made of 
•ilver, and removed everv one of them to a higher 
rank : and besides this, he plentifully distributed 
among them, out of the spoils and the other prey 
they had taken, silver, and gold, and garments. So 
when they had all these honours bestowed on tliem, 
according to his own appomtment made to every 
one, and he had wished all sorts of happiness to the 
whole army, he came down, among the great accla- 
mations which were made to him, and then betook 
himself to offer tliank offerings [to the gods], and 
at once sacrified a vast number of oxen, that stood 
ready at the altars, and distributed them among 
«he army to feast on ; and when he had staid three 
iays among the principal commanders, and so long 
'easted with them, he sent away tiie rest of his 
army to the sevei-al places where they would be 
every one best situated ; but permitted the tenth 
legion to stay, as a guard at Jerusalemi and did not 
«end tliem away beyond Euphrates, whero they 
had been before ; aud as he remembered that tlie 
twelfth legion liad given way to the Jews, luder 
Ce^tiuH their general, he expelled them out of all 
Svria, for they had lain formerly at Raphanea, and 
aeut ihem away to a ('lace called Melebinc, near 



Euphrates, which is in the limits of Armenia and 
Cappadocia ; he also thought fit that two of the 
legions should stay with him till he should go to 
Egypt. He tlten went down with his army to that 
C^rea which hiy by tlie sea-sidci and there Uid 
up the rest of his spoils In great quantities, and 
gave ordgr that the captives should be kept there ; 
for tlie winter-season hindered him then from 
sailmg into Italy. 

CHAPTER II. 

HOW TITUS EXHIBITED ILL SORTS OF SHOWS AT 
CESARBA PHILLIPPI. OONCERNINO 8IM0!C THE 
TTRANT, BOW HE WAS TAKEN, AND RESERVRD 
FOR THE TRIUMPH. 

§ 1. Now at the same time that Titos Cnsar Uj 
at the siege of Jerusalem, did Vespasian go oa 
board a merchant-ship, and sailed from AlexandriR 
to Rhodes ; whence he sailed away in ahips with 
three rows of oars ; and as he touched at several 
cities that lay in his zoad, he vras joyfully received 
by tliem all, and so passed over from Ionia into 
Greece ; whence he set sail from Corc^ra to tbo 
promontory of lapyx, whence he took his jonriMjr 
by land^ But as for Titus, he marched fn>m Ami 
desarea which lay by tlie sea-side, and came to that 
which is named Gesarea Phillippi, and staid there 
a considerable time, and exiiibited all sorts of showm 
there ; and here a great number of the captives 
were destroyed, some being tlirown to wild bwaata, 
and others in multitudes forced to kill one another, 
as if they were enemies. And here it was that 
Titus was informed of the seizure of Simon, the son 
of Gioras, which was made after the manner fol- 
lowing : — This Simon, during the siege of Jeraaa- 
lem, was in the upper city ; but when the Roman 
army were gotten within the walls, and were laying 
the city wa^te, he then took the most faithful of hia 
friends with him, and among them some that were 
stone-cutters, with those iron tools that belonged 
to their occupation, and as great a quantity of pro- 
visions as would suffice tliem for a long time, aud 
let himself and them all down into a certain sub- 
terraneous cavern that was not visible abore 
grotmd. Nowj so far as had been digged of old, 
they went onward along it witliout disturbance ; 
but where they met with solid eartli, they dug a 
mine under ground, and this in hopes thai they 
should be able to proceed so far as to rise from 
under ground, in a safe place, and by that meana 
escape ; but when they came to make the experi- 
ments, they were disappointed of their hope ; for 
the miners could make but small progress, and that 
with difficulty also : insomuch that their provisioiie, 
though they distributed them by measure, began to 
lail Uiem. Aud now Simon, tliinking he might be 
able to astonish and delude the Romans, put on a 
white frock, and buttoned upon him a purple efeak, 
and appeared out of the ground in tlie place where 
the temple had formerly been. At the first, indeed, 
tliose that saw him were greatly astonished, and 
stood still where they were ; but afterward the/ 
came nearer to him, and abked him who be waa. 
Now Sunon would not tell them, but bade them 
call for tlieir captain ; and when they ran to call 
him, TerentiuB Rufus,* who waa left to command 

• Thto TtTMitliM Bafas M BalMid la piirta» iM f<t hM% I* 1km ««» 

ptr.oa whMn Um TbIibimIiau all Tmrmmt H^fk» i of «rh«M» ifaaiy mIoH^ 
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the army there, came to Simon, and learned of hfm 
the whole truth, and kept him in bonds, and let 
Ceesar know that he was taken. ' Thus did God 
bring this man to be punished for what bitter and 
eavage tyranny he had exercised against his coun- 
trymen, by those who were his worst enemies ; and 
this while he was not subdued by violence, but to- 
luntarily deliTered himself up to them to be pun- 
ished, and that on the very same account that he 
had laid false accusations against many Jews, as if 
they were failing away to the Romans, and had 
barbarous]}* slain them ; for wicked actions do not 
escape the divine anger, nor is justice too weak to 
punish offenders, but in time overtakes tiiose that 
transgress its laws, and inflicts its punishments 
upon^the wicked in a manner so much more severe, 
as they expected to escape it on account of their 
not being punished immediately.* Simon was made 
eensible of thb by falling under the indignation of 
the Romans. This rise of his out of the ground 
did also occasion tlie disooveiy of a great number 
of others of the seditious at that time, who had hid- 
den themselves nnder ground ; but for Simon, he 
was brought to Cessar in bonds, when he was come 
back to that Cesarea which was on the sea-side ; 
who gave orders that he should be kept against 
that triumph which he was to celebrate at Rome 
upon this 



CHAPTER III. 

HOW TITUS, UPOir THE CBLBB&ATION OP HT8 B&O- 
THIRDS AND father's BTRTH-DATS, HAD MANY 
OP THE JEWS SLAIN. GONCBRNINO THB DANGER 
THE JEWS WERE IN AT ANTIOCH, BT MEANS OF 
THB TRANSGRESSION AND IMPJETY OP ONE ANTIO- 
CHU8, A JEW. 

§ 1. While Titu^ was at Cesarea, he solemnized 
the birth-day of his brother [Domitian] after a 
splendid manner, and inflicted a great deal of the 

Eunishment intended for the Jews in honour of 
im : for the number of those that were now slain 
in fighting with the beasts, and were burnt, and 
fought with one another, exceeded tw^ thousand 
five hundred. Yet did all this seem to the Romans, 
when they were thus destroying ten thousand seve- 
ral ways, to be a punishment beneath their deserts. 
After this, Ccesar came to Berytu8,t which is a 
city of Phcsnicia, and a Roman colony, and staid 
there a longer time, and exhibited a still more 
pompous solemnity about his father's birth- day, 
both in the magnificence of the shows, and in the 
other vast expenses he was at in his devices thereto 
belonging ; so that a great multitude of the captives 
were here destroyed after tlie same manner as 
before. 

2. It happened also about this time, that the 
Jews who remained at Antioch were under accusiv- 
tion(>, and in danger of perishing, from the disturb- 
anoee that were raised against them by the Antio- 
chians, and tliis both on account of the sbtndezs 
spread abroad at this time against them, and on 

'hcpleagbcd np SIoq ■• « flcld, ai 
, Md tha moanintn or lh« heuM a 



- ^ T'"" —r-" ••••■■ "■ •« -wu-B am ui« high placw of a fei««t7* 
which «a« long Ukm foraiold by tha prophet Micah (iU. 19). aiid 
quotad Awn bim in i ha prephadaa oT Jaramlah UxwL 18). 

f Thta Ikri^im wa« ocrtslaljr a Bontuui oolonj. and has coim astaal 

IS! ^aIHT •**! T**f ■■ **'V**» "** Bpaohafm inforni u. Sm the 
•Ola, Aat^. xvU eh. mL teat. I. 



account of what pranks they had played not long 
before ; which I am obliged to describe witliout 
fail, though briefly, that I may the better connect 
my narration of future actions with those that went 
before. 

3. For as the Jewish nation is widely dispersed 
over all the habitable earth among its inhabitants, 
so it is very much intermingled with Syria by 
reason of its neighbourhood, and had the greatest 
multitudes in Antioch by reason of the large- 
ness of the city, wherem the kings, after Anti- 
oclius, had afforded them a habitation with the 
most undisturbed tranquillity ; for though Anti- 
ochus, who was called Epiphaues, laid Jerusa- 
lem waste, and spoiled the temple, yet did those 
that succeeded him in the kingdom restore all the 
donations that were made of brass to the Jews of 
Antioch, and dedicated them to their synagogue ; 
and granted them tlie enjoyment of equal privitoges 
of citizens with the Greeks themselves ; and as the 
succeeding kings treated them after the same 
manner, they both multiphed to a great number, 
and adorned their temple^ gloriously by fine orna- 
ments, and with great magnificence, in the use of 
what had been given them. They also made pro- 
selytes of a great many of the Greeks perpetually, 
and thereby, after a sort, brought them to be a 
portion of their own body. But about this time 
when the present war besan, and Vespasian was 
iiewly sailed to Syria, and all men had tiUcen up a 
great hatred against the Jews, then it was that a 
certain person, whose name was Antiochus, being 
one of the Jewish nation, and greatly respected on 
account of his father, who was governor of the Jcwb 
at Antiocli,§ came upon the theatre at a time when 
the people of Antioch were assembled together, 
and became an informer against his father ; and 
accused both him and others, that thev had resol- 
ved to burn the whole oty in one night ; he also 
delivered up to them some Jews that were foreign- 
ers, as partners in their resolutions. When the 
people heard this, they could not refrain then: pas- 
sion, but commanded that those who were delivered 
up to them should have fire brought to bum them ; 
wiio were accordingly all burnt upon the theatre 
immediately. They did also fall violently upon the 
multitude of the Jews, as supposing, that by pun- 
ishing them suddenly they should save their own 
city. As for Antiochus, he aggravated the rage 
they were in, and thought to give Uiem a demon- 
stration of his own conversion, and his hatred of 
the Jewish customs, by sacrificing after the manner 
of Che Greeks : he persuaded the rest also to com- 
pel them to do the same, because they would by 
that means discover who they were that had plotted 
against them, since they would not do so ; and 
when the people of Antioch tried the experiment, 
some few complied ; but those that would not do so 
were shiin. As for Antiochus himself, he obtained 
soldiers from the Roman commander, and became 
a severe master over his own cHiEens, not permit- 
ting them to rest on the seventh day, but forcing 
them to do all that they usually did on other days; 
and to that degree of distress did he reduce them 
in this matter, that the rest of the seventh day was 



t';«-TbalrijiiacofiM. See tha note on K 

I Tha Jews at Aatiooh aad Alasaodrta, the 

«»• ««^ *^ ■"••** *»»«"» both b7 lh?Ma« 

by theBomansyA govanor of thdr own. wl 



▼1. eh. s. seot l. 

two priaetpal elties la BE 



who waa 



r'T-y, — r~— "» ■• ow»w««i«- »• Mi«ir own, woo waa axamiit tkom tha 
Jurl^ctJoo of Uie other cl»UBo»en»ow. He waa eaUaTaMBSiiS; 
}^^ ' t'>:^*i»»," somatiiaca •^ethoarch,- and [at Alexandrlal «<W 
1?^ ' *:J^- "*'<*'0' t^«" »<>*>«>■ oo ihl» plaoe, e«t of Puller^ Mli 



^tZ.' "SnTi: 'CT^ T^ irowwi OB tBu plaoe, o«t of Puller^ kiaeai. 
tan tea. They had tha itka govcmor or govemon allowed them at 
a^bylen ander thi, oapttrHy'u.ere aa thTuiiSPJenSLtS^l^ 
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dissolTed not only at Antiooh, but the same thing 
which took thence its rise, was done in other cities 
also, in like manner, for some small time. 

4. Now, after these misfortunes had happened 
to the Jews at Antioch, a second calamity befel 
them, the description of whieh when we were going 
about, we premised the account foregoing : for upon 
this accident, whereby the four-square market-pjaoe 
was burnt down, as well as the archives, and the 
place where the public records were preserved, and 
the royal palaces (and it was not without difficulty 
that the fire was then put a stop to, which was 
likely, by the fury wiierewith it was carried along, 
tp have gone over tlie whole city), Antiochus ac- 
cused the Jews as the occasion of all the mischief 
that was done. Now this induced the ^ple of 
Antioch, who were now under the imtnediate per- 
Buasion, by reason of the disorder they were in, 
that this calumny was true ; and would have been 
nnder the same persuasion, even though they had 
not borne an ill-will to the Jews before,' to believe 
this man's accusation, especially when they consi- 
dered what had been done before ; and this to such 
a degree, that they all fell violently upon those that 
were accused ; and this, like madmen, in a very 
furious rage also, even as if they had seen the Jews 
in a manner setting fire tiiemselvee to the city ; 
nor was it without difficulty that one Cneius Colle- 
gas, the legate, oould prevail with them to permit 
the affairs to be laid before Csssar ; for as to Ge- 
sennius Petus, the president of Syria, Vespasian 
had already sent him away ; and so it happened, 
tliat he was not yet come back thither. But when 
Collegas had made a careful inquiry into the mat- 
ter, he found out the truth, and that not one of 
tliooe Jews that were accused by Antiochus had any 
liand in it ; but that all was done by some vile per- 
sons greatly in debt, who supposed, that if they 
oould once set fire to tiie market-place, and bnru 
tlie public recoi-ds, they should have no further de- 
mands made upon them. So the Jews were under 
great disorder and terror, in the uncertain expec- 
tations of what would be the upshot of those accu- 
sations against them. 



CHAPTER IV. 

BOW TBSPASUIf WAS RBCBIVBD AT BOMB ; AS ALSO 
HOW THB GERMANS REVOLTBO FBOM THE BOMANS, 
BUT WERE SUBDUED. THAT THE SAMARITANS OVER- 
RAN MYSIA, BUT WERE COMPELLED TO RETURN TO 
THEIR OWN COUNTRY AGAIN. 

( 1. And now Titus Ciesar, upon tlie news that 
was brought him concerning his father, that his 
coming was much desirod by all the Italian cities, 
and that Rome especially received him with ^reat 
alacrity and splendour, betook himself to rejoicing 
and pleasures to a great degree, as now freed from 
the solicitude he had been under, after the most 
agreeable manner. For all men that were in Italy 
allowed their respects to him in their minds, before 
he came thither, as if he were already come, as es- 
teeming the very expectation they had of him to be 
his real presence on account of the great desires 
they had to see him, and because the good-will they 
bure him was entirely free and unconstrained ; for 
it was a desirable thing lo the senate, who well re» 
Diembered thu calainitie» they had undergone iu the 



Ute changes of their govemorsy to receive a gover- 
nor who was adorned with the gravity of 6m age, 
and with the highest skill in the aetions of war, 
whose advancement would be, as they knew, for 
nothing else but for the preservation of those that 
were to be governed. Moreover, the pec^le had 
been so harassed by their civil miseries, that th«y 
were still more earnest for his eoming immediately, 
as supposing they should then be firmly delivered 
from their calamities, and believed they should tfaea 
recover their secure tranquillity and proaperity : 
and for the soldiery, they bad the principal reigard 
to him, for they were chiefly apprised of his great 
exploits in war ; and since they had experienced 
the want of skill and want of courage in other onm- 
manders, they were very de8iix>us to be freed from 
that great shame they had undergone by tlieir 
means, and heartily wished to receive aueh a prineo 
as might be a security and an ornament to them ; 
and as this good- will to Vespasian was muversal, 
those that enjoyed any remarkable dignities eoold 
not have patience enough to stay at BLome, boi 
mftde haste to meet him at a very great distRnee ' 
fi-om it ; nay, indeed, none of the rest could endure 
the delay of seeing him, but did all pour ont of the 
city in such crowds, and were so universally poasecaed 
with the opinion that it was easier and better for 
them to go out than to stay there, that this was the 
very first time that the city joyfully perceived itself 
almost empty of its citizens ; for those that ataid 
within were fewer than those that went out ; but 
as soon as the news was come that he was hard by, 
and those that had met him at first, related with 
what good humour he received every one that came 
to him, then it was that the whole multitude that 
liad remaiued in the city, with their wives and chil- 
dren, came into the road, and waited for him there ; 
and for those whom he passed by, they made all 
sorts of acclamations on acooimt of the joy they had 
to see him, and the pleasantness of hisoountenance, 
and styled him their Beneiactor and Savionry and 
the only person who was worthy to be ruler of the 
city of Rome ; and now the city was like a temple, 
full of garlands and sweet odours ; nor was it easy 
for him to come to the royal paUce for the multi- 
tude of people that stood about him, where yet at 
last he peilbrmed his sacrifices of thankKgivioga to 
his household, gods for his safe return to the city. 
The multitude did also betake tiiemselves to feast- 
ing j which feasts and drink-ofieriugs they oeie- 
brated by their tribes, and their families, and their 
neighbourhoods, and still prayed to Grod to grant 
that Vespasian, his sons, and all their poeterity, 
might continue in the Roman government for a 
very long time, and Uiat his dominion might be pre- 
served from all opposition. And this was the man- 
ner in which Rome so joyfully received Veapasiaa, 
and thence grew immediately into a state of great 
prosperity. 

2. But before this time, and while Vespasian waa 
about Alexandria, and Titus was lying at the wege 
of Jerusalem, a great multitude of the Germans 
were in commotion, and tended to rebellion ; and 
as the Gauls in their neighbourhood joined with 
them, they conspired together, and had thereby 
great hopes of success, and that they should free 
themselves from the dominion of the Romans. 
The motives that induced the Germans to this av> 
tempt for a revolt, and for beginning the war, were 
these : — In the first place, the nature [of the peo- 
ple], which was destitute of just reasonings, »ud 
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i«ady to throw themaelves rashly into clanger upon 
ftiDMll hopes ; in the next place the hatred Uiey bore 
to those that were their goTemors, while their na- 
tion had never been oonacions of sabjection to any 
bat to the Romans, and that by compnlsion only. 
Besides these motives, it was the opportunity that 
now offered itself, which above all the rest pre- 
vailed with them so to do ; for when they saw the 
Roman government in a great internal disorder, 
by the continual changes of its mlers, and under- 
stood that every part of the habitable earth under 
them was in an unsettled and tottering condition, 
they thought this was the best opportunity that 
could afford itself for themselves to make a sedi- 
tion, when tlie state of the Romans was so ill. 
CUssicus* also, and Viteiliusjf two of their com- 
manders, puflRMl them up with such hopes. These 
had for a long time been openly desirous of such 
an innovation, and were induced by the present 
opportunity to venture upon the declaration of their 
sentiments ; the multitude was also ready ; and 
when these men told them of what tliey intended 
tb attempt, that news was gladly received by them. 
So when a great part of the Germans had agreed 
tp rebel, and the rest were no better disposed, Ves- 
pasian, as guided by divine Providence, sent letters 
to Petilius Cerealisy who had formerly had the com- 
mand of Germany, whereby he declared him to 
have the dignity of consul, and commanded him to 
take upon him the government of Britahn ; so he 
went whither he was ordered to go, and when he 
was informed of the revolt of the Germans, he fell 
upon them as soon as they were gotten together, 
and put Uis army in battle-array, and slew a great 
multitude of them in the fight, and forced them to 
leave off their madness, and to grow wiser ; nay, 
had he not fallen thus suddenly upon them on the 
place, it had not been long ere they would however 
nave been brought to punishment ; for as soon as 
ever the news of their revolt was come to R;ome, 
and CfBsar Domiiian was made acquainted with it, 
he made no delay even at that his age, when he 
was exceeding young, but undertook this weighty 
affair. He had a courageous mind, from his fa- 
ther, and had made greater improvements than be- 
longed to such an age : accordingly he marched 
Mainst the barbarians immediately ; whereupon 
weir hearts failed them at the i-umour of hu ap- 
proach, and they submitted tliemselves to him with 
fear, and thought it a happy thing that they were 
brought under their old yuke again without suffer^ 
fing any farther mischiefs. When therefore Domi- 
tian had settled all the affain of Gaul in such good 
order, that it would not be eatdly put into disorder 
any more, he returned to Rome with honour and 
glory, as having performed such exploits as were 
above his own age, and worthy of such a father. 

3.- At the very same time with the fore-men- 
tioned revolt of the Germans, did the bold attempt 
of the Scythians against the Romans occur ; for 
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those Scythians who are called Sarmatians, being^a 
very numerous people, transported tliemselves over 
the Danube into Mysia, without being perceived ; 
after which, by their violence, and entirely unex- 
pected assault, they slew a great many of the Ro- 
mans that guarded the frontien ; and as the 
consular legate Fonteius Agrippa came to meet 
them, and fought courageously against them, he 
was slain by uiem. They then over-ran all the 
region that had been subject to him, tearing and 
rending eveiy thing that fell in their way ; but 
when Vespasian was informed of what had happen* 
ed, and how Mysia was laid waste, he sent away 
Rubrius Gallus to punish theso Sarmatians; by 
whose means many of them perished in the battles 
he fought against them, and that part which es- 
caped fled with fear to their own country. So when 
this general had put an end to the war, he provided 
for the future security of the country also ; for be 
placed more and more numerous garrisons in the 
place, till he made it altogether impossible for the 
barbarians to pass over the river any more ; and 
thus had this war in Mysia a sudden conelusion. 



CHAPTER V. 

OONCBKNINO TRB BABBATIO UVBB WHICH TITUS 
SAW AS HK WAS JOUBNKTIMO THROUGH STRIA ; 
AND ROW THB PBOPLB OP AlfTlOCH CAMB WITH A 
PBTITION TO TITUS AOAIVST THB JBWS, BUT WBEB 
RBJECTED BY HIM ; AS ALSO COMCBRMIMO TlTUS'S 
AMD VKSPASIAN'S TRIUMPH. 
f 

$ 1. Now Titus Crasar tarried some time at Bery- 
tus, as we told you before. He thence removed, 
and exhibited magnificent shows in all those cities 
of Syria through which he went, and made use of 
the captive Jews as public instances of the destruc- 
tion of that nation. He then saw a river as he 
went along, of such a nature as deserves to be re- 
corded in history ; it runs in the middle between 
Arcea, belonging to Agrippa's kingdom, and Rapha- 
nea. It hath somewhat very peculiar in it ; for 
when it runs, its cuirent is strong, and has plenty 
of water ; after which its springs fail for six days 
together, and leave its channel dry, as any one may 
see ; after which davs it runs on the seventh day 
as it did before, and as thoush it had undergone 
no change at sil : it hath ako been observed to 
keep this order perpetually and exactly ; whence 
it is that they call it the Sabbatic River,]:— that 
name being taken from the sacred seventh day 
among the Jews. 

2. But when the people of Antioch wen informed 
that Titus was approacbing, they were so gbtd at it, 
that they could not keep wiuin their walls, but hasted 
away to give him the meeting ; nay, they proceeded 
as far as thirty furlongs, and more, with that in- 
tention. These were not the men only, but a mnl- 
timde of women also with their children did the 
same ; and when they saw him coming up to them 
they stood on both sides of the way, and stretched 
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out their right hancb, Balutiag him, and making all 
iorts of acclainatioiM to him^ and turned baek to- 
gether with him. They also, amons all the accU- 
mations they made to him, besought him all the 
way they went, to eject the Jewa out of tlieir city ; 
▼et did not TituB at all yield to this tlieir petition, 
but gave them tlie bare hearing of it quietly. 
Howeyer, the Jews were in a great deal of terrible 
fear, under the uncertainty they were in what his 
opinion was, and what he would do to them : for 
Titus did not stay at Antiocfa, but continued his 
» immediately to Zeugma, which lies upon 



the Euphrates, whither came to him messengers 
from YolMeaes, king of Porthia, and brought him 
a crown of gold upon the victory he had gained 
over the Jews ; which he accepted of, and feasted 
the king's messengers, and then came back to An- 
tioch. And when the senate and people of Antkich 
earnestly entreated him to come upon their theatre, 
where their whole multitude was assembled, and 
expected him, he complied with great humanity ; 
but when thev pressed him with much earnestness, 
and oontinoally beg^ of him, that he would eject 
the Jews out of their city, he gave them this very 
pertinent answer : — ** How can this be done, since 
that country of theirs, whither the Jews must be 
obliged then to retire, is destroyed, and no place 
will reeeiye them besides t*' Whereupon the peo- 
ple of Antioeh, when they had failed of success in 
tliis their first request, made him a second ; for 
they desired that he would order those tables of 
brass to be remoTed, on which the Jews' privileges 
were engraven. However, Titus would not grant 
that neither, but permitted the Jews of Anti<^ to 
continue to enjoy the vexy same privileges in that 
city which they had before, and Uien departed for 
Egypt ; and as he came to Jerusalem in his pro- 
gress, and compared the melancholy condition he 
saw it tlien in, with the ancient gk>ry of the city, 
and called to mind the greatness of its present 
ruins, as well as its ancient splendour, he could not 
but pity the destruction of the city, — so far was he 
from boasting that so great and goodly a city as 
as that was, lutd been by him taken by force ; nay, 
he frequently cursed those that had been the au- 
thors of their revolt, and had brought such a pun- 
ishment upon the city ; insomuch that it only ap- 
peared that he did not desire that such a calamity 
as this punishment of theirs amounted to, should 
be a demonstration of bis courage. Yet was there 
no small quantity of the riches that had been in 
thiit city still fouod among its rains, a great deal of 
which the Romans dug up ; but the greatest part 
was discovered by those who were captives, and so 
they cairied it away, I mean the gold and the sil- 
ver, and the rest of that most precious furniture 
nhich the Jews had, and which the owners had 
treasured up under ground, against the uncertain 
'ortunes of war. 

3. So Titus took the journey he intended into 
Egypt, and puvicd over the desert very suddenly, 
and eame to Alexandria, and took up a resolution 
to )*o to Rome by sea. And as he was aecompa- 
iittid by two legions, he sent each of them again to 
the places whence they had befora come ; the fifth 
he bent to Myvia ; and the fifteenth to Pannonu : 
as for the leaders of the captives, Simon and John, 
with the otlier seven hundred men, whom he had 
selected out of the rest as being eminently tali 
uid handsome of body, he gave order that they 
sliould be buoii carried U> Italy, as resolving to pro- 



ipn. 

a prosperous voyage to his mind, the city of Rome 
behaved itself in his reoeptioo, and their meeting 
him at a diitance, as it did in the case of his fiitfaer. 
But what made tlie most splendid appearance ia Ti- 
tus's opinion was, when his father met him, and 
received him ; but still the multitude of the eitiaeiis 
conceived the greatest joy when they saw thans all 
three together,* as they did at tiiis time : nor were 
many days overpast when they determined to have 
but one triumph, that should be coonnoo to both 
of them, on account of the giorions etplmts tbey 
had performed, although the senate had dcemul 
each of tliem a separate triumph by himsell, So 
when notice had been given beforehand of the day 
appointed for this pompous solemnity to be made, 
on accoimt of their victories, not one of tho im- 
mense multitude was left in the city, but every body 
went out so far as to gain only a station where they 
might stand, and left only snch a passage as was 
n cc ess a iy for those that were to be seen logo ml^aag 
it. 

4. Now^all the soldiery marched oni befcrehaBd 
by companies^ and in their scTeral ranks, under 
their several commanders, and ia the Bight-time, 
and were about the gates, not of the upper pohteee^ 
but those near tlie temple of Isis ; for there it was 
that the emperors had rested the foregoing night. 
And as soon as ever it was day, Vespasian and Ti- 
tus came out crowned with laurel, and clothed in 
those ancient purple habits which were proper to 
tlieir family, and th^ went as far as Oetavian'o 
Walks ; for there it was tliat the senate, and the 
principal rulers, and tliose that had been recorded 
as of Uie equestrian order, waited for them. Now 
a tribunal had been erected before the dowters, 
and ivory chairs had been set upon it, when they 
came and sat down upon them. Whereupon the 
soldiery made an acclamation of joy to them im- 
mediately, and all gave them attestations of their 
Talour ; while they were themselves without their 
arms, and only in their silken garments, and 
crowned with laurel : then Vespasian accepted ef 
these shouts of theirs ; but while they were atill 
disposed to go on in such aecUmations, he gave 
them a signal of silence. And when every body 
entirely held their peace, he stood up, and corcriiiig 
the neatest part of his iMad with his doek, he put 
up the accustomed solemn prayers ; the like pray- 
ers did Titus put up also ; after which prayers Ves- 
pasian made a short speech to all the people* and 
then sent away the soldiers to a dinner prepared ter 
them by the emperors. Then did he retire to that 
gate which was called the Gate of the Pomp, be- 
caifte pompous shows do always go through that 
gate, there it was that they tasted some food, and 
when they had put on their triumphal gannems, 
and had oflfered saerifioea to the gods that were 
placed at the gate, they sent the triumph Sorward, 
and inarched through the theatres, that tb^ might 
be the more easily seen by the multitude. 

5. Now it is impossible to describe the maltitnde 
of the shows as they deserve, and the magnifioeoee 
of them all ; such indeed as man could not easily 
think of as performed either by the fakboor of 
workmen, or the variety of riches, or the rsiities 
of nature ; for almost all such curiosities as the 
most happy men ever get by piece-meal were here 
heaped one upon another, and those both admimbie 
and costly in their nature ; and all brought tc^e- 
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ther on that day, demonstrated the vastness of the 
dominions of the Romans ; for there was here to 
be seen a i#ghty quantity of silver, and gold and 
iTory, contrived into all sorts of tiling, and did not 
appear as carried along in pompous show only, 
but, as a man may say, running along like a river. 
Some parts were composed of the rarest purple 
liangings, and so carried along ; and others accu- 
rately i*epresented to tlie life what was embroidered 
by the arts of the Babylonians. There were also 
precious stones that were transparent, some set in 
crowns of gold, and some in other ouches, as the 
workmen pleased ; and of Uiese such a vast number 
brought, that we could not but thence learn how 
▼ainly we imagined any of them to be rarities. The 
images of the gods were also carried, being as well 
wonderful for tlieir largeness, as made very artifi- 
eially, and with great skill of the workmen ; nor 
were any of these images of any other than very 
ooBtly materials ; and many species of animals were 
brought, every one in their own natural ornaments. 
The men also who brought every one of these 
shows were great multitudes, and adorned with 
purple garments, all over interwoven with gold ; 
tlioee tliat were chosen for carrying theae potapous 
shows, having also about them such magnificent 
ornaments as were both extraordinary and surpris- 
ing. Besides these, one might see that even the 
great number of tlie captives was not unadorned, 
while the variety tltat was in their garments, and 
tiieir fine texture, concealed from the sight the de- 
formity of their bodies. But what afforded the 
greatest surprise of all, was the structure of the pa- 
geants that were borne along ; for indeed he that 
met them couid not but be afraid that the bearers 
would not be able firmly enough to support them, 
such was their magnitude ; for many of them were 
so made, that they were on three or even four sto- 
ries, one above another. The magnificence also of 
tlieir stmctnre afforded one both pleasure and sur- 
prise ; for upon many of them were laid carpets of 
gold.. There was also wrought gold and ivory fas- 
tened about them all ; and many resemblances of 
the war, and those in several ways, and variety of 
eontrirances, affording a most lively portraiture of 
itself ; for there was to be seen a happy country laid 
waste, and entire squadrons of enemies slain ; while 
some of them ran away, and some were carried into 
captivity ; with walls of great altitude and magnitude 
overthrown and mined by machines; with the 
strongest fortifications talcen, and the walls of most 
popu&us cities upon the tops of hills seized on, and 
an army pouring itself within the walls ; as also 
every place full of slaughter, and supplications of 
the enemies, when they were no longer able to lift 
hp tlieir hands in way of opposition. Fire also sent 
upon temples was here represented, and houses 
overthrown and falling upon their owners : riven 
kiso, after they came out of a large and melancholy 
ilesert, ran down, not into a land cultivated, nor as 
drink for men, or for cattle, but tlireugh a land 
still on fire upon every side ; for tlie Jews related 
tliat such a tiling tliey had undergone during this 
war. Now tlie workmanship of these representa- 
tions was so magnificent and lively in the construc- 
tion of the things, that it exhibited what had been 
done to such as did not see it, as if they had 
been there really present. On the top of every one 
of these pageants was-placed the commander of the 
city that was taken, and the manner wherein he was 
taken. Moreover, there followed those pageants 



a great number of ships ; and for the other spoils, 
tliey were carried in great plenty. But for those 
that were taken in the temple of Jerusalem,* they 
made the greatest figure of them all ; that is the 
golden table, of the weight of many talents ; the 
candlestick also, that was made of gold, though its 
construction were now changed frem that which 
we made use of : for its middle shaft was fixed 
upon a basis, and the small branches were produced 
out of it to a great length, having the likeness of a 
trident in their position, and had every one a socket 
made of brass for a lamp at the tops of them. 
These lamps were in number seven, and represented 
the dignity of the number seven among the Jews ; 
and the last of all the spoils, was carried the Law 
of the Jews. After tliese spoils passed by a great 
many mon, carrying the images of Victory, whose 
structure was entiivly either of ivorv, or of gold. 
After which Vespasian marehed in the first place, 
and Titus followed him ; Domitian also rode along 
with them, and made a glorious appearance, and 
rode on a horse that was worthy of admiration. 

6. Now the last part of this pompous show was 
at the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, whither when 
they were come, they stood still ; for it was the 
Romans' ancient custom to stay till somebody 
brought the news that the general of the enemy was 
slain. This general was Simon, the son of Giorasy 
who had then been led in tliis triumph among 
the captives ; a repe had also been put upon his 
head, and he had been drawn into a proper place 
in the furum, and had withal been tormeutMl by 
those tliat drew him along ; and the law of the 
Romans required, that malefacton condemned to . 
die should be sUin there. Accordingly, when it 
was related that there was an end of him, and all 
the people had set up a shout for joy, they then 
began to offer those sacrifices which they Jiad con- 
secrated, in the prayen used in such solemnities ; 
which when they had finished, they went away to 
the palace. And as for some of tiie spectators, die 
empisrore entertained them at their own feast ; and 
for all the rest there were noble preparations made 
for their feasting at home ; for tliis was a festival- 
day to the city oi Rome, as celebrated for the vic- 
tory obtained by their army over their enemies, 
fur the end that was now put to their civil miseries, 
and for the commencement of their hopes of future 
prosperity and happiness. 

7. After these triamphs were over, and after the 
affaire of the Romans were settled on the surest 
foundations, Vespasian resolved to buil4 a temple 
to Peace, which he finished in so short a time, and 
in so glorious a manner, as was beyond all human 
expectation and opinion : for he having now by 
Providence a vast quantity of wealth, besides what 
he had formerly gained in his otlier exploits, he 
had this temple adorned with pictures and statues ( 
for in tliis temple were collected and deposited all 
such rarities as men aforetime used to wander all 
over tlie habitable world to see, when they had a 
desire to see them one after another : he also laid 
up therein, as ensigns of his glory, those golden 
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Teaseb and instramento that were taken ont of the 
Jewish temple. But still he gave order thai they 
afaould lay up their law, and the purple veils of 
the holy place, in the royal palace itself, and keep 
them there. 



CHAPTER VI. 

CORCBBItINO THX CITT CALLED MACHB&US ; AND HOW 
LUCILIU8 BA8SU8, TOOK THB CITADEL) AMD OTHEB 
PLACES. 

S 1. Now Lacilius Bassos was sent as legate into 
Judea, and there he receiyed the army from Cere- 
alis Yitellias, and took tliat citadel which was in 
Herodium, together with the garrison that was in 
it ; after whi<m he got together all the soldiery that 
was there (which was a large body, but dispersed 
into scTeral parties), with tlie tenth legion, and re- 
solved to make war upon Macherus; for it was 
highly necessary that this citadel should be demo- 
lished, lest it might be a means of drawing away 
many into a rebellion, by reason of its strength ; 
for the nature of the place was very capable of af- 
fording the surest hopes of safety to those who poa- 
aeased it, as well as delay and fear to those that 
should attack it ; for what was walled in was itself 
a very rocky hill, elevated to a very great height ; 
which circumstance alone made it very hard to be 
subdued. It was also so contrived by nature, that 
it could not be easily ascended ; for it is, as it were, 
ditched about with such valleys on all sides, and to 
such a depth, that the eye cannot reach their bot- 
toms, and such as are not easily to be passed over. 
Mid even such as it is impossible to fiU up with 
earth ; for that valley which cuts it on the west, 
extends to threescore furlong and did not end till 
it came to the lake Asphalutis ; on the same side 
it was also that Macherus had the tallest top of its 
hill elevated above the rest But then for the val- 
leys that ]&y on the north and south sides, although 
they are not so hffge as that already described, yet 
is it in like manner an impracticable thing to think 
of getting over them ; and for the valley that lies 
on the east side, its depth is found to be no less 
than a hundred cubits. It extends as far as a moun- 
tain that lies over-against Macherus, with which it 
Is bounded. 

2. Now when Alexander [Jannew], the king of 
the Jews, observed t(ie nature of this dUm^ he was 
the first to build a citadel here, which afterwards 
was demolished by Grabiilltts, when he made war 
apinst Aristobulus ; but when Herod came to be 
king, he thought the place to be worthy of the ut- 
most regard, and of being built upon in the firmest 
manner, and this especially because it Uy so near 
to Arabia ; for it ia seated in a convenient pUce on 
that account, and hath a prospect toward that coun- 
try ; he therpfore surrounded a large space of 
ground with walls and towers, and built a city there, 
out of which city there was a way that led up to the 
very citadel itself on the top of the mountain ; nay, 
more than this, he built a wall round that top of 
ihe hill, and erected towers at the comersy of a 
hundred and sixty cubits high ; in the middle of 
which place he built a palace, after a magnificent 
manner, wherem were large and beautiful edifices. 
He also made a great many reservoirs for the re- 
ception of water, that there might be plenty of it 
ready for all uses, and those in the properest 



places that were afforded him there. Thus did be, 
as it were, contend with the nature of th« plaoa, 
that he might exceed its natural streDg^ifld MCfr 
rity (which yet itself rendered it hard to be taken) 
by those fortifications which were made by the 
hands of men. Moreover, he put a burge qnaott^ 
of darts and other machines of war into it, sad con- 
trived to get every thing thither that might any mj 
contribute to its inhabitants' secoiitj, aader Ibe 
longest siege possible. 

3. Now within this place there giew a sort of 
me,* that deserves our wonder on aoeouat of its 
largeness, for it was no wav inferior to any fig-tree 
whatsoever, either in height or in thicknees ; end 
the report is, that it had lasted ever sfaioe the timee 
of Herod, and would probably have Usted mneh 
longer, had it not been cut down by those Jewe 
who took possession <^ tlie place afterward : but 
still in that vallev which encompasses the cicr on 
the north side, there is a certain place called Ben- 
ras, which produces a root of the eame name with 
itself r^ its colour b like to that of flame, and to- 
wards the evening it sends ont a certain ray )»« 
lightning : it is not easily taken by such as would 
do it, but recedes from their hands, nor wiU yield 



itself to be taken quietly, until either the unne ot 
a woman, or her menstrual blood, be poored npos 
it ; nn^, even then it is certain death to those that 
touch It, unless any one take and hang the root it^ 
self down from his hand, and so carry it away. It 
may also be taken another way, without danger, 
which is this : they dig a trench quite round aboat 
it, till the hidden part of the root be very soaU, 
they then tie a dog to it, and when the dog tnee 
hard to follow him that tied him, this root is eMnljr 
plucked up, but the dog diesimmediately, asif it ««* 
instead of the man that would take the plant away I 
nor after this need any one be afraid of taking » 
into their hands. Yet, after ail this pains in gettug 
it, it is only valuable on account of <Mie virtne u 
hath, that if it only be brought to sick p«i«"[|» ![ 
quickly drives away those called Demons, whKA 
are no other than the spirits of the wicked, wbieo 
enter mto men that are alive, and kill them, untas 
they can obtain some help against tbeoL ^^^ 
also fountains of hot water, that flow oat of tfi» 
place, which have a very different taste one »»» 
the other ; for some of them are bitter, and otbeit 
of them are pUmly sweet Here are ^^J'^ 
eruptions of cold waters, and this not only >ou» 
places that lie lower, and have their foootains near 
one another, but, what is still more wondeiful, oe^ 
is to be seen a certain cave hard by, whose o^v 
IB not deep, but it is covered over by a rock tnw 
prominent : above this rock there stands np «* 
[hills or J breasts, as it were, but a little d»^'T 
from another, the one of which sends out a w^ 
toin that is very cold, and the other sends oot ov 
that is very hot ; which waters, when they "^ 
mingled together, compose a most pl«n>*>J^ "'rj 
they are medicinal indeed for other ■"^'^^JL^ 
especially good for strengthening *^. °*\!J 
This pUce has in it also mines of solpbor an 
alum. 

' SiMiiMm obMrm bMw thai Ib OnMte Xi^af' .^ *^ 
nw wo4iglo(uly gnat ud dumbte, Uk* tirii rM »t l<Mbi-«- 

t Thb atnofs aeoouat of cha plM* aad nwC nnfa^i 
bMD talwn from Um BaslfllMU. and the loot l» bawMf 



waafMUoB, t 

In Um dajrt of Joiapbns la that ■up«rrtliioiu wajr «■, ^ _-_. . . 

•uppoMd by him lu ha*« bMn ^mhU Crom ktaf M^JfTU IL iwet- *- 
have alraadj ■Mo^ha had a p«ak opinloii, Antlq. 1^ ^"' *'.!^ ivo^ 



W« alw laajr ttarn Um true noUoa , 

BiaflB, •saelfy UIm thatoftheJawtai 

and til* flr t four ocninrlaa. See AuUq. h. vL eh. * 



■0 may Mara um true noUoa Joantbiw had or ""^^j^^imV 
•saelfy Uka that of the Jawt and Chri«tlaa« ia ^^'ZlTli. *^ 
!• flr t four ocniurlBB. ^ Autin. h. vL eh. 'l^ •««•>' 
•h. It. iMi. a. 
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4. Now when Bmsob had taken a full view of 
this plaoe, he resolved to besiefi^ it by filling up 
the valley that lay on the east side ; so he fell hard 
to work, and took great pains to raise his banks as 
soon as posuble, and by that means to render the 
siege easy. As for the Jews that were caught in 
this place, they separated themselves from the 
strangers that were with them, and they forced 
those strangers, as an otherwise useless multitude, 
to stay in the lower part of the dty, and undergo 
the principal dangers, while they themselves seized 
on tbe upper citadel, and held it, and this both on 
account of its strength, and to provide for their own 
safety. They also supposed they might obtain their 
pardon, in case they should at last surrender the 
citadel. However, they were wilting to make trial, 
in tbe first place, whether the hopes they had of 
avoiding a siege would come to any thing ; with 
which intention they made sallies every dSty, an4 
fought with those that met them ; in which con- 
flicts they were many of them slain, as they therein 
slew many of the Romans ; but still it was the op- 
portunities that presented Uiemselves which chiefly 
eained both sides their victories ; these were gained 
by the Jews, when they fell upon the Romans as 
they were off their guard ; but by the Romans, 
when, upon the others' sallies against their banks, 
they foresaw their coming, and were upon their 
gnitfd when they received them ; but the conclu- 
sion of the siege did not depend upon these bicker- 
ings, but a certain surprising accident, relating to 
what was done in this siege, forced the Jews to sur- 
render the citadeL There was a certain young man 
among the besieged, of great boldness, and very 
^ active of his hand, his name was Eleazar ; he 
greatly signalised himself in those sallies, and en- 
couraged the Jews to eo out in great numbers, in 
order to hinder the raising of the banks, and did 
the Romans a vast deal of mischief when they came 
to fighting : he so managed matters, that those who 
sallied out, made their attacks easily, and returned 
back without danger, and this by still bringing up 
tlie rear himself. Now it happened, that on a cer- 
tain time when the fight was over, and both sides 
were parted, and retired home, he, in way of con- 
tempt of the enemy, and thinking that none of them 
would begin the fight again at that time, staid 
without the gates, and tslked with those that were 
upon the wall, and his mind was wholly intent upon 
wnat they said. Now a certain person belonging 
to the Roman camp, whose name was Rufus, by 
birth an Egyptian, ran upon him suddenly, when 
nobody expected such a thing, and carried him 
off, with his armour itself ; while, in the mean- 
time, those that saw it from the wall, were under 
such an amazement, that Rufus prevented their 
assistance, and carried Eleazar to the Roman camp. 
So the general of the Romans ordered that he 
shonld be taken up naked, set before the city to be 
seen, and sorely whipped before their eyes. Upon 
this sad accident that befel the young man, the 
Jews were terribly confounded, and the city, with 
one voice, sorely lamented him, and the mourning 
proved greater than could well be supposed, upon 
tbe calamity of a single person. When Baasus 
perceived that, he began to think of using a stratap 
gem against the enemy, and was desuous to aggra- 
vate their grief, in order to prevail with them to 
surrender Sie city for tho preservation of that man. 
Nor did he iail of his hope ; for he commanded 
them to set up a cross, as if he were just going to 



hang Eleazar upon it immediately : the sight of this 
occasioned a sore grief among those that were in the 
citadel, and they groaned vehemently, and cried out« 
that they could not bear to see him tiius destroyed. 
Whereupon Eleanr besought them not to disregard 
him now he was going to suffer a most miserable 
death, and exhorted them to save themselves, by 
yielding to the Roman power and good fortune, 
since all other people were now conquered by them. 
These men were greatly moved with what he said, 
there being also many within the city that inter- 
ceded for him, because he was of an eminent and 
very numerous fsmily ; so they now yielded to their 
passion of commiseration, contrary to their usual 
custom. Accordingly they sent out immediately, 
certain messengers, and treated with the Romans, 
in order to a snrrender of the citadel to them, and 
desired that they might be permitted to go away, 
and take Eleazar along with them. Then did the 
Romans and their general accept of these terms ; 
while tlie multitude of strangers that were in the 
lower part of the city, hearing of the agreement 
that was made by the Jews for themselves alone, 
were resolved to fly away privately in the night- 
time ; but as soon as they had opened thehr gates, 
those that had come to terms vrith Bassus told him 
of it ; whether it were that they envied the others' 
deliverance, or whether it were done out of fear^ 
lest an occasion should be taken against them upon 
their escape, is uncertain. The most courageous^ 
therefore, of those men that went out, prevented 
the enemy, and got away, and fled for it ; but for 
those men that were caught within, thev weresbun, 
to the number of one thousand seven hundred, as 
were the women and children made slaves ; but as 
Bassus thought he must perform the covenant 
he liad made with those that had surrendered the 
citadel, he let them go^ and restored Eleazar to 
them. , 

5. When Bassus had settled these affairs, he 
marched hastily to the forest of Jarden, as it is 
called ; for he had heard that a greatmany of those 
that had fled from Jerusalem and Macherus for- 
merly, were there gotten together. When he was 
therefore come to the place, and understood that 
the former news was no mistake, he, in the first 
place, surrounded the irhole place with his horse- 
men, that such of the Jews as had boldness enough 
to ti7 to break through, might have no way possi- 
ble for escaping, by reason of the »ituation of these 
horsemen ; and for the footmen, he ordered them 
to cot down the trees that were in the wood whither 
they were fled. So the Jews were under a neces- 
sity of performing some glorious exploit, and of 
greatly expoemg themselves in a battle, shice they 
might pernaps thereby escape. So they made li 
general attactc, and with a great shout fell upon 
those that surrounded them, who. received them 
with great courage ; and so while the one side 
fought desperately, and the others would not yield, 
the fight was prolonged on that account. But the 
event of the battle did not answer the expectation 
of tbe assailants ; for so it happened, that no more 
than twelve fell on the Roman side, with a few that 
were wounded ; but not one of the Jews escaped 
out of this battle, for they were all killed, being in 
the whole not fewer in number than three thousand, 
together widi Judas, the son of Jairus, their gene- 
ral ; concerning whom we have before spoken, 
that he had been captain of a certain band at the 
siege of Jerusalemi and by gouag down into a cev* 
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^in TMilt under ground, had privately made his 
«scape. 

6. About the same time it was that Ciesar sent a 
tetter to Bassns, and to Libeiius Mazimus, who 
was the procurator [of Judea], and gave order that 
all Judea should be exposed to sale ;* for he did 
not found any city there, but reserved the country 
for himself. However, he assigned a place for 
eight hundred men only, whotti he had dismissed 
tvom his army, which he gave them for their habi- 
tation ; it is called £mmauft,t and is distant from 
JerUBalem threescore furlongs. He also laid a tri- 
bute upon the Jews wheresoever they were, and 
enjoined every one of tliem to bring two dradmin 
every year into the Capitol, as the^ used to pay the 
same to the temple at J erusalem. And this was the 
state of the Jewish aifairs at this time. 



CHAPTER VIL 

OONCBRNTIfO THE CALAMITY THAT BBFBL ANTTOCUUS, 
KIMO OF COMHAOENfi. AS ALSO CONCEKMINO THE 
, ALANS, AND WHAT OIUBAT MISCHIBV TUBY DID TO 
TH£ MBDES AjlD AAMBMIANS. 

§ 1. And now, in the fourth year of the reign of 
Vespasian, it came to pass, that Antiochus, the king 
of Commagene, with all his family, fell iuto very 
great calamities. The occasion was this : — Cesen- 
uiuB Petus, who was president of Syria at this time, 
whether it were done out of regard to truth, or whe- 
ther out of hatred to Autiochus (for which was the 
real motive was never thoroughly discovered), sent 
«A epistle to Cicaar, and therein told him that An- 
tiochus, with his son £piphanes, had resolved to 
rebel against the Romans, and had made a league 
with the king of Parthia to that purpose : that it 
wab therefore fit to prevent them, lest they 'prevent 
us, and begin such a war as may cause a general 
disturbance in the Roman empire. Now Caosar 
was disposed to take some care about the matter, 
since this discovery was made ; for the neighbour- 
hood of the kingdoms made the affair worthy of 
greater regard ; lor Samosata, the capital of Com- 
magene, lies upon Euphrates, and, upon any such 
design, could afford an easy passage over it to the 
Parthians, and could also afford them a secure 
reception. Petus was accordingly believed, and 
had authority given him of doing what he should 
think proper in tlie case ; so he set about it wiUiout 
delay, and fell upon Commagene befora Antiochus 
and his people liad the least expecUtion of hiJB 
coming : he had with him the tenth legion, as also 
some cohorts and troops of horsemen. These kings 
also came to his assistance :— Aristobulus, king of 
the country called Chalcidene, and Sohemns, who 
#as called king of Emesa : nor was there any oppo- 
ftiiionmade to his forces when they entered the 

• Utenrjr ramailabl* that Titos did not pwpto thto now dMoktto 
eoaatcy of JudM^ but ordmrMi It to be all aold t mir Indeed la it nvpcrij 
peopled at thin day, but Ilea raaUj tar lu old iohabitants the JewaTat 
their rutnra reewratloQ. Bee Lilenl AcoonpUkhmeat of Prophoeies. 

t That the elty of Emmaw^ or Ammaua, in Jeeephiis aad otheie, 
which wae the phvoe of the goverament of Joltoa Afrieaniu, ta the bo- 
glnuiBV of the third century, and which he then pracurad to be inbuilt, 
and aner which rebttildioc U waa ealled Micopolia, la catlnly dlflbreat 
tram that Kmniaoa which la mentloDod by bt. Luke (xxlv. I7j aee So- 
laod'a Pal«.Una, lib. 11. page 4M, and under Uie nane Amtnaue alao. 
But he JuaOy thlalu that that la St. Luke may well be the tame with 
thU Aiiunaua bef.>re ua, eapecially alace ih« Urack coptee here luoaUy 
niafce It al&tr ftudong* dwtaat riem Jciuaaleni, aadeea St. Lake, though 
the LaUn oopiee aay only thirty. The phioe alao allotted ftar thcM HOD 
aoldlclB, aa fur a Konuw iptfrlaon, hi thia plaee, would meet naturally 
Boc ha ao naaoielkaai JervMlcin a* was the othor Eflniaiuu or If ioepolta. 



kingdom ; for no one of that eonntry woald so modi 
as lift up his hand against them. When ADtMcbos 
heard this unexpected news, he oonld not think ta 
the least of making war with the Romans^ bat 
determined to leave his whole kingdom in the state 
wherein it now was, and to retire privately, with 
his wife and chifdren, as thinking thereby to de- 
monstrate himself to the Romans to be innocent as 
to the accusation laid against him. So he went 
away from that city as far as a himdred and 
twenty furlongs, into a plain, and there pitched 
his tents. 

2. Petus then sent some of his men to seiae 
upon Samoeata, and by their means took possessioo 
of that city, while he went himself to attack Anti- 
ochus with the rest of his armj. However, the 
king was not prevailed upon by the distress be was 
in to do any thing in the way of war against the 
Romans, but bemoaned his own hard fmte, and 
endured with natience what he was not able to 
prevent. But his sons, who were young and unex- 
perienced in war, but of strong bodies, vete not 
easily induced to bear this cahumity without fight- 
ing. Epiphanes^ therefore, and Calliniens betook 
tliemselves to military fores ; and as the battle was 
a sore one, and lasted all the day long, they showed 
their own valour in a remarkable manner ; and no- 
thing but the approach of night put a period thero- 
to, and that without any diminution of their forees ; 
yet would not Antiochus, upon this eonelosion of 
the fight, continue there by any means, bet look 
his wife and his daughters, and fled away with them 
to Cilicia ; and, by so doing, quite discouraged the 
minds of his own soldiers. Accordingly, tliey re- 
volted, and went over to the JU»mans, out off the 
despair they were in of his keeping the kingdom, 
and his cate was looked upon by all as quite de^e- 
nite. It was therefore neoeseary that Epiphaaes 
and his soldiers should get dear €i their enemies 
before they became entirely destitute of any eonfe- 
derates ; nor were there any more than toi horse- 
men with him, who passed with him over Enphn- 
tes, whenee they went undisturbed to Yologceeai 
the king of Parthia, where they were not dsie- 
garded, as fugitives ; but had the same respect 
paid them as if they had retained their ancient 
prosperity. 

8. Now when Antiochus was come to Tarsos in 
Cilicia, Petus ordered a centurion to go to him, and 
send him in bonds to Rome. However, Yespesian 
could not endure to have a king brought to him in 
that manner, but thought it fit rather to have a re- 
gard to the ancient friendship that had been between 
them, than to preserve an inexorable anger npoo 
pretence of this war. Accordingly, he gave orders 
that they sliould take off* his bunda^ while be was 
still upon the road, and that he should not coum to 
Rome, but should now go and live at Laoedemon ; 
he also gave him large revenues, that he might not 
only live in plenty, b6t like a king alao^ When 
Epiphanes, who was before in great fear ibr his 
father, was informed of this, their minds were fireed 
from that great aud almost incunble ooneem they 
had beeu under. He also hoped that Cnsar would 
be reconciled to them, upon the intersession of Vo- 
logeses ; for although he lived in plenty, be knew 
not how to bear living out of the J^man empire. 
So Ceeaar gave him leave, after an obliging manner, 
and he came to Rome; and as his lather cams 
quickly to him from Laoedemon, he had all aom 
of respect paid him there^ and there be remained. 
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4. Now then was a nation of the Alans, which 
we have fonnerly mentioned somewhere as being 
Sojrthians,* and inhabiting at the lake Meotis. 
This nation about this time hud a design of falling 
upon Media and the parts bejond it, in order to 
plunder them ; with which intention they treated 
with the king of Hyrotnia ; for he was master of 
that passage which king Alexander [the Great] 
ahut up with iron gates. This kinff gave them 
leave to come throngh them ; so tbey came in 
great multitudes, and fell upon the Modes unex- 
pectedly, and plundered their country, which they 
found full of peo^e, and replenished with abund- 
Anoe of cattle, wlule nobody durst make any resist- 
ance against them ; for Paoonis, the king of the 
country, had fled away for fear, into places where 
they could not easily come at him, and had yielded 
up every thing he had to them, and had only saved 
his wife and his concubines from them, and that 
with difficulty also, after they had been made cap- 
tives, by giving them a hundred talents for their 
ransom. These Alans therefore plundered the 
country without opposition, and with great ease, and 
then proceeded as lar as Armenia, laying all waste 
before them. Now Tiridates was king of that 
country, who met them, and fought them, but had 
like to have been taken alive in the battle ; for a 
certain man threw a net over him from a great dis- 
tance, and had soon drawn him to him, unless he 
bad immediately cut the cord with his sword, and 
ran away, and prevented it. So the Alans, beiog 
•till more provoked by this sight, Uid waste the 
country, and drove a great multitude of the men, 
and a great quantity of the other prey they had got- 
ten out of both kingdoms, along with them, and 
then retreated back to their own countiy. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

CONCBERniO 1L48ADA AND T&OBS 81CARTI WHO KKVT 
IT ; AKO HOW 8ILVA BETOOK HIMSBLV TO FORM TRB 
8IEGK OF THAT CJTAOXL. SLBAZAR'S SFIEGBXS TO 



§ 1. Whkn BasBus was dead in Judea, FUviua 
Silva succeeded him as a procurator there ; who, 
when he saw that all the rest of the countiy was 
subdued in this war, and that there was but one 
only strong hold that was still in rebellion, he got 
all his army together that lay in different pla^ 
and made an expedition against it. This fortress 
was called Masada. It was one Eleazar, a potent 
man, and tlie commander of these Sicarii, that had 
seized upon it. He was a descendant from ttiat 
Judas who had persuaded abundance of the Jews, 
as we have formerly related, not to submit to the 
taxation, when Cyrenius was sent into Judea to 
make one ; for tlien it was that the Sicarii got to- 
gether against those that were willing to submit to 
the R4MIMM1S, and treated them hi all respects as if 
they had been their enemies, both by plundermg 
them of what they had, by driving away theur caUle, 
and by settiog fire to their houses : for they said, 
tliat they differed not at all from foreigners, by be- 
traying. In so cowardly a manner, that freedom 
which Jews thought worthy to be contended for to 
the atmosL and by owning that they preferred 
slaveiy imder the Homans before such a contention. 

• TUi la now waartag. 



Now this was in reality no better than a pretences 
and a cloak for the barbarity which was made usa 
of by them, and to cok>ur over their own avarice^ 
which they afterwards made evident by thefa* own 
actions ; for those that were partners with them 
in thev rebellion, joined also with them in the war 
against the Romans, and went farther lengths with 
them in their impudent undertakings against them ; 
and when they were again convict^ ofdissembling 
in such their pretences, they still more abused thoee 
that justly reproached them for thev wickedness ; 
and indeed that was a time most fertile In all man- 
ner of wicked practices, insomuch that no kind of 
evil deeds were then left undone ; nor could any 
one BO much as devise an^ bad thing that was new 
so deeply were thepr all mfected, uid strove with 
one another in their single capacity, and in their 
communities, who should run the greatest lengths 
in impiety towards God, and in unjust actions to- 
wards their neighbours ; the men of power oppre»* 
sirig the multitude, and the multitude earnestly li^ 
bouring to destroy the men of power. The one part 
were desirous of tvrannizing over others ; and the 
rest of offering violence to others, and of plundering 
such as were richer than themselves. They were 
the Sicarii who first began these transgressions, and 
first became barbarous towards those allied to them, 
and left no words of reproach unsaid, and no works 
of perdition untried, in order to destroy those whom 
their contrivances affected. Yet did John demon- 
strate by his actions, that these Sicarii were more 
moderate than he was himself, for he not only slew 
such as gave him good counsel to what was right, 
but treated them worst of all, as the most bitter 
enemies that he had among idl the citizens ; nay, 
he filled his entire country with ten thousand in- 
stances of wickedness, such as a man who was al- 
ready hardened sufficiently in his impiety towards 
God, would naturally do ; for the food was unUwful 
that was set upon his Uble, and he rejected those 
purifications that the law of his countiy had or- 
dained ; so that it was no longer a wonder if he, 
who was so mad in his impiety towards God, did 
not observe any rules of gentleness and common 
affection towanis men. Again, therefore, what 
mischief was there which Simon the son of Gioras 
did not do 1 or what kind of abuses did he abstain 
from as to tliose very free men who had set him up 
for a tvrant 1 What friendship or kindred wero 
there that did not make him mui'e bold in his daily 
murders 1 for they looked upon the doing of mischief 
to strangers as only, a work beneath theur courage/ 
but thought theur barbarity towards theur nearest re- 
lations would be a glorbus demonstration thereof. 
The Idumeans also strove with these men who should 
be guilty of the greatest madness 1 for they [all], 
vile wretches as they were, cut the throats of the 
high-priests, that so no part of a religions regard 
to God might be preserved ; they thence proceeded 
to destroy utterly the least remains of a political 
government, and introduced the most complete 
scene of iniquitv in all instances that were practic- 
able ; under which scene, that sort of people that 
were called Zeak>ts grew up, and who indeed cor- 
responded to the name ; fur they imitated every 
wicked work ; nor, if their memory suggested any 
evil thing that had formerly been done, did they 
avoid zealously to pursue the same ; and although 
they gave themselves that name from theb zeal 
for what was good, yet did it agree to them only by 
way of irooyi on account of those they had unjustly 
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treated by their wild and brutiBh dispOAition, or as 
thinking the greatest mischiefs to be the greatest 
good. Accord ingly, they all met with such ends as 
Grod deseryedly brought upon them in way of pun- 
ishment ; for all such miseries have been sent upon 
ihem as man*s nature is capable of undergoing, till 
the utmost period of their lives, and till death eamo 
upon them in various ways of torment : yet might 
one say justly that they suffered less than they had 
done, because it was impossible they could be pun- 
^ ished according to theur deserving : but to make 
a lamentation according to the deserts of those who 
fell under these men's barbarity, this is not a pro- 
per plaoe fur it : — I therefore now return again to 
tlie remaining part of the present narration. 

2. For now it was that Uie Roman general came, 
and led his army against Eleazar and those Sicarii 
who held the fortress Masada together with him ; 
and for the whole country adjoining, he presently 
gained it, and put garrisons into Uie most proper 
places of it ; he also built a wall quite round the 
entire fortress, that none of the besieged might 
easily escape : he also set his men to guard the 
several parts of it : he also pitched his camp in 
such an agreeable plaoe as he had chosen for the 
siege, and at which plaoe the rock belonging to the 
fortress did make the nearest approach to the neigh- 
bouring mountain, which yet was a place of diffi- 
culty for getting plenty of provisions ; for it was 
not only food that was to be brought frdm a great 
distance [to the army], and this with a great deal 
of pain to those Jews who were appoint»l for that 
purpose, but water was also to be brought to the 
camp, because the place afforded no fountain that 
was near it. When therefore Silva had ordered 
these affairs beforehand, he fell to besieging the 
pUce ; which siege was likely to stand in need of a 
great deal of skill and nains, by reason of the 
strength of the fortress, the nature of which I will 
now describe. 

. 8. There was a rock not small in eireumfeorenoe, 
and very high. It was encompassed with valleys 
of such vast depth downward, that the eye could 
not reach their bottoms ; they were abrupt, and 
such as no animal could mUk upon, excepting at 
two phuses of the rock, where it subsides, in order 
to afford a passage for ascent, though not without 
difficulty. Now, of the ways that lead to it, one is 
that from the lake Asphaltitis, towards the sun- 
rising, and another on the west, where the ascent 
is easier : the one of these ways is called Uie Ser- 
pent, as resembling that animal in its nazrowness, 
and its perpetual windings ; for it is broken off at 
the prominent precipices of the rock, and returns 
frequently into itself, and lengthening again by 
little and little, hath much ado to proceed forward ; 
and he that would walk along it must first go on 
one leg, and then on the other ; there is also no- 
thing but destruction, in case your feet slip ; for on 
each side there a vastly deep chasm and precipice, 
sufficient to quell the courage of every body by the 
terror it infuses into the mind. When, therefore, 
a man hath gone along this way for thirty furlongs* 
the rest is the top of the hill, — ^not ending at a small 
point, but is no other than a pbiin upon the highest 
part of the mountain. Upon this top of the hill 
Jonathan the high-priest first of all built a fortress, 
and called it Mattkia ; after which the rebuilding 
of this place employed the care of king Herod to a 
great degree ; he also built a wall round about the 
entice top of the hiU, Mren furlongs long \ it was 



composed of white stone ; its height was tvehe, 
and Its breadth eight cubits ; there was siso erected 
upon that wall thirty-eight towers, eaeh of them 
fifty cubits high ; out of which you might pass into 
lesser edifices, which were built on theinnde, mond 
the entire ^all ; for the king reasrved the top of the 
hill, which was of a fat soil and better mcRild than 
any valley for agriculture, that such as committed 
themselves to this fortress for their preserfstion, 
might not even there be quite destitnte of food, ia 
case they should ever be in want of it from abroad. 
Moreover, he built a palace thwein at the weston 
ascent : it was within and beneath the walls of tbe 
citadel, but inclined to its north side. Now the 
wall of this pahice was very high and-strong, and 
had at its four comers towers six^ enbita high. 
The furniture also of the edifices, and of the clois- 
ters, and of the baths, was of great variety, and 
very costly ; and these buildings were sopportsd by 
pillars of single stones on every side : the wall also 
and tlie floors of the edifices were paved with stonei 
of several colours. He also had cot many and 
great pits, as reservoirs for water out of the rocks, 
at every one of the places that were Inhabited, both 
above and round about the palace, and befon the 
wall ; and by this contrivance he endeavoured to 
have water for several nses* as if there had bees 
fountains there. Here was also a road digged from 
the palace, and leading to tbe very top of the 
mountain, which yet coiSd not be seen by soeh as 
were without [the walls] ; nor indeed could enemies 
easily make use of die plain roads ; for the ro^l^ 
the east side, as we havealready taken notice, ooald 
not be walked upon, by reason of its nature ; and 
for the western road, he built a large tover at its 
ma>rowest place, at no less a distance from tbe top 
of the hill than a thousand cubits ; which tower 
could not possibly be passed by, nor could it bj 
easily taken ; nor indeed oonld thoee that «^^ 
along it without any fear (sooh was itsoontriTanee) 
easily get to the end of it ; and after such a mafflier 
was this citadel fortified, both by nature and ^ 
the hands of men, in order to frustrate the sttacu 
of enemies. 

4. As for the furniture that was within tliis lo^ 
tress, it was still more wonderful on ^<!^<^°^ ,^ 
splendour and long eontinuanoe ; for here was law 
up com in large quantities, and such ss would so^ 
sist men for a long time ; Lore wss also wine »^ 
oil in abundance, with all kinds of pulse and datee 
heaped up together ; all which £lea»r found there, 
when he and his Bicarii got possession of the for- 
tress by treacherv. These fruite were also fresn 
and full ripe, and no way inferior to sueb fniits 
newly laid in, although they were little short of a 
hundred years* from the laying m these provisioDS 
[by Herod], till the pUce was taken by the K«- 
mans ; nay, indeed, when the Romans got potf^ 
sion of those fraits that were left, they found theo 
not corrupted all that while : nor should w*^ 
mistaken, if we supposed that the air *^*J|f 5,^ 
cause of their endm*ing so long, this fortress oeios 
so high, and so free from the mixtureof aU teireo 
and muddy particles of matter. Then wss •*- 
found here a large quantity of all sorts of ^^'P^^ 
of war, which had been tressund up by that luugj 
and were sufficient for ten thousand niefl : >^ 
was cast iron, and brass, and tin, which show tnu 

• Plloy and oUim «ooflrm tUattrMfi pMwIw, tkrtfw^j'fl'*'' 
apa^iiwt*l«pM»UleouUiiiM|ood avshandnd^M^ """^ 
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he hftd taken much pAins to hare all things here 
ready for the greatest oecarions ; for the report 
goes how Herod thus prepared this fortress on his 
own account^ as a refuge against two kinds of dan- 
ger ; the one for fear m the multitude of the Jews, 
lest thej should depose him and restore their for- 
mer kings to the goremment ; the oth6r danger 
was greater and more terrible^ which arose from 
Cleopatra, queen of Egypt, who did not conceal her 
intentions, but spoke often to Antony, and desired 
him to cut off Herod, and entreated him to bestow 
the kingdom of Judea upon her. And certainly it 
is a great wonder that Antony did never comply 
with her commands in this pointy as he was so 
miserably enslaved to his passion for her ; nor 
should any one have been surprised if she had been 
gratified in such her request So the fear of these 
dangers made Herod rebuild Masada, and thereby 
leave jit for the finishiug stroke of the Romans in 
this Jewish war. 

5. Since therefore the Roman commander Silva 
had now built a wall on the outside, round about 
this whole place, as we have said already, and had 
thereby made a most aecnrate provision to prevent 
any one of the besieged running away, he undertook 
the siege itself, though he found but one single place 
that would admit of the banks he was to raise ; for 
behind that tower which secured the road that led 
to the palace, and to the top of the hill from the 
west, there was a certain eminency of the rock, 
very broad and verv prominent, but three bundled 
cubits beneath the highest part of Masada ; it was 
called the White Promontory. According^ he got 
upon that part of the rock, and ordered the army 
to bring earth ; and when thev fell to that work 
with alacrity, and abundance of them together, the 
bank was raised, and became solid for two hundred 
cubits in height. Yet was not this bank thought 
sufficiently high for the use of the engines that were 
to be set upon it ; but still another elevated work 
of great stones compacted together was raised upon 
tliat bank : this was fifty cubits, both in breadth 
and height The other machines that were now got 
ready were like to those that had been first devised 
bv Veqwsian, and afterwards by Titus, for sieges. 
There was also a tower made of the hoight of six^ 
cubits, and all over nlated with'iron, out of which 
the Romans threw darts and stones firom the en- 
gines, and soon made those that fought from the 
walla of the ohMse to retire, and would not let them 
lift up their heads above the works. At tiie same 
time Silva ordered that great battering-ram which 
he had made, to be brought thither, and to be set 
against the wall, and to make frequent batteries 
against it, which with some difficulty, broke down 
a part of the wall, and quite overthrew it However 
the Siearii made haste, and presently built another 
wall within that, which should not be liable to the 
same misfortune from the machines with the other : 
it was made soft and yielding, and so was cnpable 
of avoiding the terrible blows that affected the other. 
It was framed after the following manner : — ^They 
laid together great beams of wood lengthways, one 
dose to the end of another, and the same way in 
which they were cut : there were two of Uiese rows 
narallel to one another, and laid at such a distance 
from each other as the breadth of the wall required, 
and earth was put into the space between those rows. 
Now, that the earth might not fall away upon the 
elevation of this bank to a greater height, they far- 
Uier laid other beams over across them, and thereby 
2 8 



bound those beams together that lay lengthways. 
This work of theirs was like a real edifice ; and 
when the machines were applied, the blows wer» 
weakened by its yielding ; and as the materials bj 
such concussion were siiaken closer together, the 
pile by that means became firmer than before. 
When Silva saw this, he thought it best to endea- 
vour the taking of this wall by setting fire to it ; so 
he gave orders that the soldiers should throw k 
great number of burning torches upon it : accord- 
ingly, as it was chiefly made of wo<h1, it soon took 
fire ; and when it was once set on fire, itf 
hollownees made that fire spread to a mighty 
fiame. Now, at the very beginning of this fire, 
a north wind that then blew proved terrible to 
the Romans ; for by bringnig the flame downward, 
it drove it upon them, and they were almost in de- 
spair of success, as feario^^ tneir machines would 
bie burnt : but after this, on a sudden the wind 
changed into the south, as if it were done by divine 
providence : and blew stronglv the contrary way, 
and carried the fiame, and drove it a^nst the 
wall, which was now on fire through its entire 
thickness. So the Romans, having now assistance 
from God, returned to thev camp with joy, and re- 
solved to attack their enemies the verv next day ; 
on which occasion they set their watch more care- 
fully that night, lest any of the Jews should run 
awny from Uiem without being discovered. 

6. However, neither did Eleazar once think of 
flying away, nor would he permit any one else to 
do so ; but when he saw their wall burnt down by 
the fire, and could devise no other way of escaping, 
or room for their farther courage, and setting be- 
fore their eyes what the Romans would do to them, 
their children, and their wives, if they got them 
into their power, he consulted about having them 
all slain. Now, as he judged this to be £e best 
thing they could do in their present dreumstances, 
he gathered the most cooraseous of his companions 
together, and encouraged them to take that course 
by a speech* which he made to them in the manner 
followmg : — ^" Smce we, long ago, my generous 
friends, resolved never to bo servants to the Ro- 
mans, nor to any other than to God himself, who 
alone is the true and just Lord of mankind, tlie 
time is now come that obliges us to make that re* 
solution true in practice. And let us not at this 
time bring a reproach upon ourselves for self-con- 
tradiction, while we formerly would not undergo 
slavery, though it were then without danger, 
but must now, together with slavery, choose 
such punishments ateo as are intolerable ; I mean 
this, upon the supposition that tlie Romans once 
reduce ns under their power while we are alive. 
We were the very first that revolted from them, 
and we are the last that fight against them ; 
and I cannot but esteem it as a favour that God 
hath granted us, that it is still in our power to 
die bravely, and in a state of freedom, whicli hath 
not been the case of others, who were conquered 
unexpectedly. It is very plain that we shall be 
taken within a day's time ; but it is still an eligible 
thing to die after a glorious manner, together with 

'TtMapMDlMilntliisaiidlk* Mxt M«tioB, ■• latMdvMd wid« Um 
ptnoa «r thlA nmuMt, trt •xotedlii^ nmukabto, and m Um iMldMl 
■ubJeds, Um eonumpi of death, and the dignity aad tmmortality oTtb* 
Mvl; andUiatMiignlvaiiioiiKtiM J«wa,bataBMastlMliidlaMUMn. 
arirw ahoi and an hiftaly worthy the peniMkl oT aB the «utoiu. It 
nana aalf that phik»aphla ladywlWHorvlvwl, eh. I*, eeet. 1, 9, tcmenu 
b«f«l the autatasce of theee dieeoiueaa, ai epoken bf Xlee«ar« and «• 
Joeephne elothed them In hie own worda t at the loweat they conula 
Uia Jewtoh notiose on thoM heade, •• nnder»tood th» by our Joaeyho^ 
and onoBoC bat deierTe a euiuUe n«suxl firaoi ua. 
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our dearest friendB. This is what our enemies 
themselves cannot by any means hinder, although 
they be veiy desirous to take us alive. Nor can we 
propose to ourselves any more to fight them and 
beat them. It had beeu proper indeed for us to 
have conjectured at the purpose of God much 
sooner^ and at the very first, when we were so de- 
sirous of defending our liberty, and when wa re- 
ceived such sore treatment from one another, and 
worse treatment from our enemies, and to have 
been sensible that the same God, who had of old 
taken the Jewish nation into bis favour, had now 
condemned them to destruction ; for had he either 
continued favourable, or been but in a lesser degree 
displeased with us, he had not overlooked the dm- 
truetion of so many men, or delivered his most holy 
city to be burnt and demolished by our enemies. 
To be sure, we weakly hoped to have preserved 
ourselves, and ourselves alone, still in a state of 
freedom, as we had been guilty of no sius ourselves 
against Grod, nor been partners with those of others ; 
^ve also taught other men to preserve their liberty. 
Wherefore, consider how God hath convinced us 
tliat our hopes were in vain, by bringing such dis- 
tress upon us in 'the desperate state we are now in, 
ftnd wmch is beyond all our expectations ; for the 
nature of this fortress, which was in itself uncon- 
<iuerable, hath not proved a means of our deliver- 
ance ; and even while we have still great abund- 
ance of food, and a great quantity of arms and other 
necessaries more than we want, we are openly de- 
prived by God himself of all hope of deliverance ; 
for that fire which was driven upon our enemies 
did not, of its own accord, turn back upon the wall 
which we had built : this was tiie effect of God's 
anger against us for our manifold sins, which we 
have been guilty of in a most insolent and extrava- 
gant manner with regard to our owp countrymen ; 
the punishments of which let us not receive from 
the Romans, but from God himself, as executed by 
our own hands, for these will be more moderate than 
tho other. Let our wives die before they are 
abused, and our children before they have tasted 
of slavery ; and after we have shun them, let us 
bestow that glorious benefit upon one another mu- 
tually, and preserve ourselves in freedom, as an 
excellent funeral monument for us. But first let 
us destroy our money and the fortress by fire ; 
for 1 am well assured that this will be a great grief 
to the Romans, that tliey shall not be able to seize 
upon our bodies, and shall fail of our wealth also : 
and let us spare nothing but our provisions ; for 
they will be a testimonial when we are dead that 
we were not subdued for want of necessaries ; but 
that, according to our original resolution, we have 
preferred death before sUvery." 

7. This was Eleaiar's speech to them. Yet did 
not the opinions of all the soldiers acquiesce therein ; 
but although some of them were very zealous to put 
hb advice in practice, and were in a manner filled 
with pleasure at ity and thought death to be a good 
thing, yet had those that were most effeminate a 
commiseration for their wives and families ; and 
when these men were especially moved by the pros- 
pect of their own certain death, they looked wist- 
fully at one another, and by the tears that were in 



theur eyes, dechoed their dissent from his opinion. 
When Fileamr saw these people in such fear, and 
that their souls were dejected at so prodigious a 
proposal, he was afraid lest perhaps these effemi- 
nate persons should^ by their lamentations and 



tears, enfeeble those that beard what he had said 
courageously ; so he did not leave off ezhortang 
them, but stirred up himself, and reootteeting pro- 
per arguments for raising their courage^ be under- 
took to speak more briskly and fully to tbem, and 
that conoeming the immortality of the sooL So he 
made a lamentable groan, and fixing his eyes in- 
tently on those that wept, he spake thus :— ^ Truly, 
I was greatly mistaken when I thought to be as- 
sisting to brave men who struggled bard for their 
liberty, and to such as were resolved either to Uve 
with honour, or else to die ; but I find that you are 
sudi people as are no better than otheqEs, «tber in 
virtue or in courage, and are a&sid of dymg, 
though you be deliverad thereby from the greatest 
miseries, while you ought to maute no delay ia this 
matter, nor to await any one to give jon good 
advice ; fi)r the laws of our country, and ol God 
himself, Imve, from ancient times, and as aooii as 
ever we could use our reason, continually tougbt 
us, and our forefathers have coRoborated the seme 
doctrine, by their actions, and by their bravery of 
mind, that it is life that is a calamity to men, and 
not death ; for this last affords our souls their b- 
berty, and sends them by a removal into tbeir own 
place of puri^, where they ore to be insensible ol 
all sorts of misery ; for while souls are tied down 
to a mortal body, they are partakers of its mise- 
ries ; and really, to speak the truth, th^ are them- 
selves dead ; for the union of wbat is divine to 
wliat is mortal, is disagreeable. It is tra^ the 
power of the soul is great, even when it is impri- 
soned in a mortal body ; for by moving iL afler a 
way that is invisible, it makes the body a sensible 
instrument, and causes it to advance lartber in its 
actions than mortol nature could otherwise do. 
However, when it is freed from that weight which 
draws it down to the earth, and is oonnected with 
it, it obtains its own proper plaee^ and does then 
become a partaker of that blessed power, and thoes 
abilities, which ore then every way incapable of 
being hindered in their operations. It ooatinncs 
invisible, indeed, to the eyes of men, as does God 
himself ; for certainly it is not itself seen, while it 
is in the body ; for it is there alter an invisible 
manner, and when it is freed from it, it is still not 
seen. It is this soul which hath one nature, and 
that an incorruptible one also ; but yet ia it the 
dause of the change that is made in the body ; far 
whatsoever it be which the soul touches, that lives 
and flourishes ; and from whatsoever it is xemoTed, 
that withers away and dies ; such a degree is there 
in it of immortality. Let me produce the slata of 
sleep as a most evident demonstration of the truth 
of what i say ; wherein souls, when the body does 
not distract them, have the sweetest rest dependii^ 
on themselves, and conversing with God, by their 
alliance to him ; they then go everywhere^ and fore- 
tell manv futurities beforehand ; and why are we 
afraid of death, while we are pleased with the rest 
^at we have in sleep t and how absurd a thing ia 
it to pursue after liberty while we are alive, and 
^et to envy it to ourselves where it will be eternal I 
therefore, who have been brought up in a 



discipline of our own, ought to become i 
to others of our readiness to die ; yet if we do not 
strfnd in need of foreigners to support us in this 
matter, let us regard those Indians who proliBss the 
exercise of philosophy ; for these good men do bat 
unwillingly undergo the time of lite, and look upon 
it as a necessary servitude, and make haato to let 
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Ibeir moIs I<nm» from their bodies ; nay, when no 
tnitffortime preases them to it, nor dri^efl them npon 
it, these have saeh a desire of a Kfe of immortality, 
that they tell other men beforehand that they are 
•boat to depart; and nobody hinders them, but 
erety one thinks them happy men, and gives them 
letlen to be carried to their familiar friends [that 
flire dead] ; so ftrmly and eertainly do they believe 
that sonls converse with one another [in the other 
world]. So when these men have heard all such 
commands that were to be given them, they deliver 
their body to the fire ; and, in order to their getting 
their so«l a separation from the bodv, in the great< 
est purity, they die in the midst of hymns of eom- 
mendations made to them ; for their dearest friends 
condoet them to their death more readily than do 
any of the rest of mankind conduct tbev feHow- 
eitizens when they are going a verv long journey, 
who, at the same time, weep on their own account, 
but look upon the others as happy persons, as so 
soon to be made partakers of the immortal order of 
beings. Are not we, therefore, ashamed to have 
lower notions than the Indians f and bv our own 
cowardice to lay a base reproach upon the laws of 
our countryi which are so much desued and imita- 
ted by all mankind I But put the case that we 
had been brought up under another persuasion, 
and taught that fife is the greatest good which men 
are capable of, and that death is a calamity : how- 
ever, the eiroumstances we are now in, ought to be 
an indueement to a to bear audi calamity courage- 
ously, since it is by the will of God, and by neces*- 
•ity, that we are to die : for it now appears that 
God hath made such a decree against the whole 
Jewish nation, that we are to be deprived of this 
lifo which [he knew] we would not make a due use 
of ; for do not you ascribe the occasion of your 
present condition to yourselves, nor think the Ro- 
mans are the true occasion that this war we have 
had with them is become so destructive to us all : 
these things have not come to pass by their power, 
but a more powerful cause hath intervened, and 
nade us affoM them an occasion of their appearing 
to be conquerors over us. What Roman weapons, 
I pray you, were those, by which the Jews of Ce- 
sarea were shun ! On the contrary, when they 
were no way disposed to rebel, but were all the 
while keeping their ^venth day festiml, and did 
not so much as lift up their hands against the dti- 
sens of Cesarea, yet did those cttisens run upon 
them in great crowds, and cut their throats, and 
the throats of their wives and children, and this 
without any regard to the Romans themselves, who 
never took us for their enemies, till we revolted 
from them. But some may be ready to say, that 
truly the people of Cesarea had always a quarrel 
against those that lived among them, and that when 
an opportunity offbred itself, they only satisfied the 
old rancour they had iu;ainst them. What then 
shall we say to those of Scy thopolis, who ventured 
to wage war with us on account of the Gr^ks \ 
Nor did they do it by way of revenge upon the 
Romans, when they acted in concert with our coun- 
trymen. Wherefore you see how little our good- 
will and fideUty to them profite<l us, while they were 
•lain, they and their whole families after the most 
iahnman manner ; which was all the requital that 
-'Was BMMle them for the asskitaBce they bad afforded 
-to tba ethers ; for that very same destruction which 
they iiad prevented from falling upon the others, did 
they sttfler themselves from tbonif as if they ' 
2 a 2 
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been ready to be the actors against them. It ^ 
be too long for me to speak at this time of every 
destruction brought upon us : for you cannot but 
know, that there was not any one Syrian city 
which did not ehiy their Jewish inhabitants, and 
were not more bitter enemies to us than were tha 
Romans themselves : nay, even those of Damascus,* 
when they were able to allege no tolerable pretence 
against us, filled their city with the most barbarous 
slaughter of our people, and cut the throats of eigh- 
teen thousand Jews, with their wives and childrenw 
And as to the multitude of those that were slain in 
Egypt, and that with torments also, we have been 
informed there were more^ than sixty thousand ; 
those indeed being in a Ibreign eountry, and m 
naturally meeting with nothing to oppose against 
their enemies, were killed in &e manner foremen- 
tioned. As for all those ai us who have waged war 
against the Romans in our country, had we not 
sufficient reason to have sure hopes of victory? 
For we had arms, and walls, and fortresses so pre- 
pared as not to be easily taken, and courage not to 
be moved by any dangers in the cause of liberty, 
which encouraged us all to revolt from the Ro- 
mans. But then, these advantages sufficed us but 
for a short time, and only raised our hopes, while 
they really'appeared to be the origin of our mise- 
ries ; for all we had, hath been taken from us» and 
all hath fallen under our enemies, as if these ad- 
vantages were only to render their victory over us 
the more glorious, and were not disposed for the 
preservation of those by whom these preparations 
were made. And as for those that were already 
dead in the war, it is reasonable we should esteem 
them blessed, for they are dead in defending, and 
not in betraying their liberty ; but as to the multi- 
tude of those that are now under the Romans, who 
would not pity their condition t and who would not 
make baste to die, before he would suffer the same 
miseries with them ! Some of them have been put 
upon the rack, and tortured witb fire and whip- 
pmgs, and so died. Some have been half-devoured 
by wild beasts, and yet have been reserved alive to 
be devoured by them a second time, in order, to 
afford laughter and sport to our enemies ; and such 
of those as are alive still, are to be looked on as the 
most miserable, who, being so desirous of death, 
could not come at it. And where is now that great 
city, the metropolis of the Jewish nation, which 
was fortified by so many walls round about, which 
had so many fortresses and large towers to defend 
it, which could hardly contain tiie instruments pre- 
pared for the war, and which had so many ten 
thousands of men to fight for it ! Whero is this 
city that was believed to have God himself inhabi- 
ting therotn t It is now demolished to the very 
foundations ; and hath nothing but that monument 
of it preserved, I mean the camp of those that have 
destroyed it, which still dweln upon its ruins; 
some unfortunate old men also lie upon the ashes of 
the temple, and a few women aro thero preserved 
alive by the enemv, for our bitter shame and re- 
proach. Now, who is thero that rovolves these 
things in his mind, and yet is able to bear the 
sight of the stm, though he might live out of dan- i 
ger ! Who is thero so much his country's enemy, 
or so unmanly, and so desirous of living, as not to 
repent that he is still alive ! And I cannot but 
wish that we had all died beforo we had seen that 
holy ei^ demolished by the hands of our enemies 
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or the foundations of our holy temple dug up after 
BO profane a manner. But eince we had a gene- 
rous hope that deluded us, as if we might perhaps 
have heen able to avenge ourselves on our enemies 
on that account, though it he now beoome vanity, 
and hath left us alone in this distress, let us mako 
haste to die bravely. Let us pity ourselves, our 
children, and our wives, while it is in our power to 
show pity to them ; for we are bom to die,* as 
well as those were whom we have begotten ; nor is 
it in the power of the most happy of our race to 
avoid it But for abuses and sUvery, and the 
sight of o-ir wives led away aftei^ an ignominious 
manner, with their children, these are not such 
evils as are natural and neoeaaary among men ; 
Although such as do not prefer death before those 
miseries, when it is in their power so to do, must 
nndeigo even them, on account of their own cowar- 
dice. We revolted from the Romans with great 
pretensions to courage ; and when, at the very last 
they invited as to preserve ourselves, we would not 
comply with them. Who will not, therefore, be- 
lieve that they will certainly be in a rage at us, in 
case they can take us alive ! Miserable will dien 
be the young men, who will be strong enough in 
their bodies to sustain many torments I miserable 
also will be those of elder years, who will not be 
able to bear those 'calamities which young men 
might sustain I One man will be oti^iged to hear 
the voice of his son imploring help of his father, 
when his hands are bound I But certainly our 
hands are still at liberty, and have a sword in them : 
let them then be subservient to us in our glorious 
design ; let us die before we become slaves under 
our enemies, and let us go out of the world, toge- 
ther with our children and our wives, in a state of 
freedom. This it is that our laws command us to 
do ; this it is that our wives and children crave at 
our hands ; nay, Grod himself hath brought this 
necessity upon us ; while the Romans desire the 
eontrary, and are afraid lest any man should die 
before we are taken. Let us therefore make haste, 
and instead of affording them so much pleasure, as 
they hope for in getting us under their power, let 
us leave them an example which shall at once cause 
their astonishment at our death, and their admira- 
tion of our hardiness therein.'' 



CHAPTER IX. 

ROW THB PSOPLB THAT WBRB Ilf THB FORTRESS 
WBRB PRBVAILED ON BY THB WORDS OF BLBAZAR, 
TWO WOMBN AND FIVB CHILORBff ONLT EXCSPTED, 
AND ALL SUBMITTED TO BB KILLED BT OMB AMO- 



§ 1.* Now as Eleazar was proceeding on in this ex- 
hortation, they all cut him off short, and made haste 
to do the work, as full of an unconquerable ardour 
<^ mind, and moved with a demoniacal fury. So 
they went tlieir ways, as one still endeavouring to 
be before another, and as thinking that this eager- 
ness would be a demonstration of their courage and 
good conduct, if they could avoid appearing m the 
ust class : so great was the seal they were in to 
slay their wives and children, and themselves also I 
Nor indeed, wImu they came to the work itself, did 
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their courage fail diem, as one might imapM il 
would have done ; but they then heU fait tfae sum 
resolution, without wavering, which they hsd apos 
the hearing of £leazar*s speech, while yet eveiyoM 
of them still retained the natural paasioii of love to 
themselves and their families, because the nnoD- 
ing they went upon, appeared to them to be veiy 
just, even with regard to those that were deirestto 
them ; for the husbands tenderly embneed theif 
wives, and took their children into their uins, mi 
save the longest parting kisses to them, with tnn 
in their eyes. Yet at the same time did they com- 
plete what th^had resolved on, as if they had bees 
executed by the hands of strangers, and they l^^ 
nothing else for theur comfort but the neeeeii^ tbey 
were in of doing this execution, to avoid thatproir 
peet they had of the miseries they were to nffer 
from their enemies. Nor was there at length 1117 
one of these men found that scrupled to act their 
part in this terrible execution, but every one of them 
dispatched his dearest relations. Miwrable dkh 
indeed were they 1 whose distress forced them to 
slay their own wives and children with their ova 
hands, as the lightest of those evils that were before 
them. So tiiey not being able to besr the grief 
they were under for what they had done, uj 
longer, and esteeming it an injury to those they 
had slain, to live even the shortest space of time 
after them— tliey presently laid all they bad in a 
heap, and set fire to it. They then chose teo men 
by lot out of them, to sUy all the rest ; eveiy oao 
of whom laid himself down bv his wife and ehildrei 
on the ground, and threw his arms about them, 
and they offered their necks to the stroke of those 
who by lot executed that mehmcboly office ; vn 
when these ten had, without fear, slain them Vh 
they made tlie same rule for casting lots for then- 
solves, that he whose lot it was should first kill the 
other nine, and after all, should kill himselt Ae- 
cordmgly, all those had courage sufficient to be n* 
way behind one another, in doing or suffering ; ^ 
for a conclusion, the nine offered their °c^ ''^ 
executioner, and he who was the last of sU* too^ * 
view of all the other bodies, lest perchance aomeflr 
other among so many that were slain sho&ld viv 
his assistance to be quite dispatdied ; snd wbeo w 
perceived that they were all sUm, he set fire to the 
palace, and with the great fonse of his hand mw 
sword entirely through hunaelf, and fell *>^"^ 
near to his own rehitioDS. So these people died vw 
thi&intention, that they would not have so »■* j* 
one soul among them all alive to be subject U> ^ 
Romans. Yet was there an ancient woman, •»* 
another who was of kin to Eleazar, and ""P??*! * 
most women in prudence and learning, with nn 
children, who had concealed themselves '^,^^'^ 
under ground, and had carried water *^*||f ^ 
their drink, and were hidden there when them 
were intent upon the slaughter of one anotow- 
Those others were nine hundred snd sixty in noB- 
ber, the women and children ^ing withal isdiKW^ 
m that computatk>n. This ealamitoos f^^ 
was made on the fifteenth day of the month [a^ 
thicus] Nisan. ^ 

2. Now for tho Bbmans, they «P«^*5li;S 
should be fought in the morning, when a^^J*^^ 
they put on their armour, and lud bridges of ptf"*| 
upon thev Udders from their banks, to ^^^ 
assault upon the fortress, which they did ; hot » 
nobody as an enemy, but a terrible solitude ooeiw? 
side^ with a fixe within the plaoe, as well tf *r^ 
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feet silence. So they were at a Iobb to gneaa at 
what had happened. At length thej made asliout, 
as if it had been at a blow given by a batteiing-ram» 
to try whether they could bring any one out that 
was within ; the women heard this noise, and carae 
out of their nndergronnd caveniy and informed the 
Romans what had been done, as it was done ; and 
the second of Uiem clearly described all both what 
was said and what was done, and the manner of it; 
yet did they not easily give their attention to such 
a desperate undertaking, and did not believe it could 
be as they said ; they also attempted to put the 
fire out, and quickly cutting themselves a way 
through it, they came within the pahice, and so met 
with Uie multitode of the slain, but could take no 
pleasure in the fact, though it were done to their 
enemies. Nor could they do other than wonder at 
the courage of their resolution, and that the im- 
movable contempt of death which so great a number 
of them had shown, when they went through with 
such an action as that was. 



CHAPTER. X. 

THAT MANT OF THB SICARII VLKD TO ALEXANDRIA 
ALSO, AND WHAT DANQB&S TUBT WSRB IN THE&B ; 
ON WHICH AOCOQNT THAT TKMPLB WHICH HAD 
FORMBRLT' BKEN BUILT BT 0NIA8, THB HIGH- 
PBIBST, WAS DBSTROTBD. 

§ 1 . Whbn Masada waa thus taken, the general 
left a garrison in the fortress to keep it, and he 
himself went away to Cesarea ; for there weie now 
no enemies left in the country, it being all over- 
thrown by so long a war. Yet did this war afford 
disturbances and dangerous disorders even in places 
very far remote from Judea ; for still it came to 
pass tliat many Jews were slain at Alexandria in 
Egypt ; for as many of tlie Siearii as were able to 
fly tliither, out of the seditious wars in Judea, were 
not content to have saved themselves, but must 
needs be undertaking to make new disturbances, 
and persuaded many of those that entertained them 
to assert their liberty, to esteem the Romans to be 
no better than themselves, and to look upon God 
as their only Lord and Master. But when part of 
the Jews of reputotion opposed them, they slew 
some of them, and with the others they were very 
presidng in their exhortations to revolt from the 
Romans ; but when the principal men of the senate 
saw what madness thev were come toy they thought 
it no longer safe for themselves to overlook them. 
So they got all the Jews together to an assembly, 
and acctued the madness of the /Stoarti, and de< 
monstrated that they had been the authors of all 
the evils that had come upon them. They said 
also, that " these men, now they were run away 
from Judea, having no sure hope of escaping, be- 
cause as soon as ever they shall be known, they will 
be soon destroyed by the Romans, they come hither 
and fill us full of thoae calamities which belong to 
them, while we have not been partaken with them 
in any of their sins." Aocordmgly they exhorted 
the multitude to have a care, lest they should be 
brought to destruction by their means, and to 
make their apology to the Romans for what had 
been done, by delivering these men up to them ; 
who being thus apprized of the greatness of the 
danger they were in^ complied wiSi what was pro- 



poeed, and ran with great violence upon the SioarHf 
and seised upon them ; and, indeed, six hundred of 
them were caught immediately : but as to all thoeo 
that fled into Egypt,* and to the Egyptian Thebes, it 
was not long ere they were caught also, and brought 
back, — whose courage, or whether we ought to ^Jl 
it madness, or hardiness in their opinions, every 
body was amasedat ; for when all sorts of torments 
and vexations of their bodies that could be devised 
were made use of to them, they could not get any 
one of them to comply so far as to confess, or seen 
to confess, that CiBaar was their lord ; but tbey 
preserved thMr own opinion, in spite of all the dis- 
tress they were brought to, as if they received these 
tormente and the fire itself with bodies insensible 
of pain, and with a soul that in a manner rejoiced 
under them. But what was most of all astonishing 
to the beholders, was the courage of the children ; 
for not one of these children was so far overcome 
by these tormente, as to name Caesar for their lord. 
Sio far does the strength of the courage [of the soul] 
prevail over the weakness of the body. 

2. Now Lupus did then govern Alexandria, who 
presently sent Caesar word of this commotbn ; who 
Laving in suspicion the restless temper of the Jews 
for innovation, and being afraid lest thejr should 
get together and persuade some others to join with 
them, gave orders to Lupus to demolish that Jewish 
temple which was in the region called Onion,f and 
was in Egypt, which was built and had ite denomt' 
nation from the occasion following: — ^Onias, the 
son of Simon, one of the Jewish high-priests, fled 
from Autiochus, the king of Syria, when he made 
war with the Jews, and came to Alexandria ; and 
as Ptolemy received him very kindly on account of 
his hatred to Andochus, he assured him, that if ho 
would comply with his proposal, he would bring all 
the Jews to his assistance | and when the king 
agreed to do it so £ar as he was able, be dedxed 
him to give him leave to build a temple somewhere, 
in Egypt, and to worship God according to the cus- 
toms of his own country ; for that the Jews would 
then be so much readier to fight against Antiochus, 
who had laid waste the temple at Jerusalem, and 
that thev would then oome to him with greater 
good- will ; and that,' by granting them liberty of 
conscience, very many of them woidd oome over to 
him. 

3. So Ptolemy complied with his proposals, and 
gave him a place one hundred and eighty furlongs 
distent from Memphis.^ That Nomos was called 
the Nomos of HeliopoUs, where Onias built a for- 
tress and a temple, not like to that at Jemsalsw, 
but such as resembled a tower. He built it of 
large stones to the height of sixty cubite ; he made 
the structure of the altar in imitation of that in our 

• since JoMphiM hen loforau vm that wMne of Uieee Sf eerfl, or rafllaiu, 
went tram Alexandria (wbl^ was iuelf In Egypt, ia a lane eeoee) Into 
Ei7pt, and Thebe>i ttiere ■Ituatcd, Beland well obwrvee, from Vowlu, 
that Ecypt HHnetlnue deaoCee Proper or Upper RBTpt, as dtetlno* ft«m 
the Delus and the lower parti near Paleeline. Aeoordlngly. a* ha adds 
thoM that aay it nerer rain4 in Kgypt, moat mean the Proper or Vppet 
Egypt, bMaue* It doee •omeUmee rain la the other parU. See the note 
onAailq. b.il.eh.TU.eeet.71 andb.lf ^ ' 

1 Of thie temple ofOnlae's buildli ' 
h. sill. eh. 111. Met. 1 ; but whcteaa 
b. 1. ch. I. Miet. 1. and In the Aatiq. aa now quoted, 
pie was Uke u> that at Jerusalem, and here that U was net like It. but 
Uke a tower, sect. 8, there Is some reaaon to suspect the nading h«N. 
and thateithcr the negative partleU la here to be blotted out, or Uia 



ifOnlas's buildlnf In Egypt, see the noise on Antlq. 
1; butwhercaalt U ebewhere, both of the War, 
nd In the Antlq. aa now quoted, said that this tern- 



I, that Josephns here speaks of Antloohoa, who 
, ee now alive, when Onlas had leave given him by 
lb temple t whereas It neeme not to have aetaally 



»We 

proOuicd the temples, 
rhikNnetor to build hi 

been boUt till about Hfteen years afterwards. Tet, beeaoL. 

the Antlq. that Onias went to Phllometor, b. xll. di. is. seet. 7, during 
the lib-Ume of thut Antlochus, It U piubaUe he peUtiened. and perw 
hnps obtained his leave th«i, tboagh It were nA aetaally bailt ek 
Auifehea till SrVwn yv«» aflerwartL 
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own oonntrr, and in like mmner adorned with ^fts, 
esoepdag the make of the candlestick, for he did 
not make a candlestick, but had a [single] lamp 
hammered out of a piece of gold, which illuminated 
tlie pkce with its rays, and which he hung by a 
chain of gold ; but the entire temple was encom* 
passed with a wail of burnt brick, though it had 
gates of stone. The king also gave him a large 
oonntry for a rsTenne in money, that both the 
priests might hare a plentiful provision made for 
them, and that God might have great abundance 
of wluit tilings were necessary for his worship. Yet 
did not Onias do this out of a sober disposition, but 
be had a mind to contend with the Jews at Jerusa- 
lem, and could not foi*get tlie indignation he had 
for being banished thence. Accordingly, he thooght 
by building this temple he should draw awsT a 
great anmber from them to himself. There bad 
been also a certain ancient prediction made by a 
[prophet] whose nante was Isaiah, about six hun- 
dred years before, that this temple should be built 
by a man that was a Jew in Egypt,* And this is 
the history of the butlding of that temple. 

4. And DOW Lupus, the governor of Alexandria, 
upon the receipt of CSBsar's letter, came to the 
temple and earned out of it some of the donations 
dedicated thereto, and shut up the temple itself ; 
and as Lupus died a little afterward, Paulinus suc- 
ceeded him. This man left none of these donations 
there, and threatened the priests severely if they 
did not bring them all out ; nor did he permit any 
who were desirous of wonhippiog God there, so 
much as to oome near the whole sacred place ; but 
when lie had shut up the gates, he made it entirely 
ioaccessible, insomuch that Uiere remained no lon- 
ger the least footsteps of any divine worship tliat 
bad been in that place. Now tlie duration of tlie 
time from the building of this temple till it was 
shut up again, was thj^ hundred and forty- three 



CHAPTER XL 

GOlVCKRlfTirO JONATHAN, ONE OP THE 81CARIX, THAT 
STIRRED UP A SEPITION IN CYRENE, AMD WAS A 
FALSE ACCUSER [OP THE INNOCENT]. 

§ 1. And DOW did the madness of the Sioarii, like 
a disease, reach as far as the cities of Cyrene ; for 
one Jooathan, a vile person, and by trade a weaver, 
oame thither, and prevailed with no small number 
of the poorer sort to give ear to him ; he also led 
them into the desert, upon promising them that he 
would show them signs and apparitions ; and as for 
the other Jews at Cyrene, he concealed his knavery 
from them, and put tric^Es upon tliem ; but those 
of the greatest dignity among them, informed 
atuUus, the governor of the Libyan Pentapolis, of 
his march into the desert, and of the preparations 
he had made for it. So he sent out after him both 
horsemen and footmen, and easily overcame them, 
because they were unarmed men : of these, many 
were sUin in the fight, but some were taken alive, 
and brought to Qitullus. As for Jonathan, the 
head of this plot, he fled away at that time ; but, 
npon a great and very diligent search which was 
Blade all tlie country over for him, he was at labt 
taken ; and when he was brought to Catullus, he 
devised a way wherebv he both escaped punishment 
himself and afforded an occasion to Catullus of 
• In. xiK. lasa 



doing much mischief ; for he fiUsely aeeasd dn 
richest men among the Jews, and sud that tbej^lnd 
put him upon what he did.- 

2. Now Catullus easiiy admitted of tbcH bii 
calumnies, and aggravated raaCters |reatl7, tod 
made tragical exdamatioDs that he might also ba 
supposed to have had a faand in the linishiiigof tin 
Jewish war ; bat wfaat was still harder, he did nol 
only give a too easy belief to his stories, bat ha 
taught the SUarii to accuse men blwly. He 
bade this Jonathan, therefore, name one Alens- 
der, a Jew, (with whom he had forsMriy M t 
quarrel, and openly profeased that he haled him); 
he also got him to name his wife Befoiee, u 
concerned with him. These two, Cstnlloi ordered 
to be shiin in the first place ; nay, after them be 
caused all the rich and wealthy Jews to be ftom, 
being no fewer in all than three tboosand TfaM,be 
tliought, he might do safely, because he confiwted 
their effects, and added them to Ceessr's reftm^ 

8. Nay, indeed, lest any Jews that lived <*»- 
where, should convict him of hb villany, he ex- 
tended his false accosationa farther, and penaided 
Jonathan, and certain others that werecsagw^'W 
him, to bring an accusation of attempts for iddotv 
tion against the Jews that were of the best duwe- 
ter both at Alexandria and at Rome. One of tJia«i 
against whom this treacheroos accusation '"•j'*^ 
was Josephus, the writer of these books. ««*• 
ever, this plot, thus contrived by CatuIIsy, dii^ 
succeed according to his hopes : for Uiougn w 
came himself to Rome, and brought Jonathsn i» 
his companions along with him in bood^ * 
thought he should have no farther inquisition ibm» 
OS to thoae lies that weio forged under his gorni^ 
raent, or by his means, yet did Vespssisii saf|» 
the matter, and make an inquiry how fcr » 
true ; and when he understood that the J^^jWOJ 
laid against the Jews was an unjust one, tte ci«m^ 
them of the crimes charged upon them ; *»<» ^ 
on account of Titusls concern about the ^o^^^T^ 
brought a deserved punishment upon Joastnao , 
he was first tormented, and then burnt slite. 

4. But as to Catullus, the emperort wew. 
gentle to him, that he underwent no ^^^J^ 
demnation at this time : yet was it not »ng °* . . 
he fell into a complicated and ahnost uiear»^ 
distemper, and died miserably. He ^^^^ 
afflicted in body, but the distemper ta ^^^ 
was more heavy upon him than the otP*^?, ^. 
was terribly disturbed, and continually ffjVjfl, 
that he saw the glioeU of those whom he "^ o^ 
standing before him. Whereupon he ;»^* jf 
to contahi himself, but leap«l out of his p«>» ^^ 
both torments and fire weie brought tooa^ ^j^ 



his distem^r grew still a great deal Jf^J|^ ^ 
worse contmually, and his very •"*'j5 and io 
corroded, that they fell out of hi> w^^' -,t»t 
that condition he died. Thus he became r}^ 
an inatance of divine providence as ever ^ 
demonstrated that God pnnishee wicked ^ 
6. And here we shall put an «^fI*J^liTer 
history ; wherein we formerly P'®"**^^oiJ b^ 
the same with all accuracy, to such •V^, ^it 
desnous of understanding after what ''^'^^ed. 
war of the Romans with the Jews was a»^ ^ 
Of which history, how good the style '''^^^ 
left to tlie determination of the readers ; 0° ^^j, 
agreement with the facts, I shall not bc^P*^ t ^v 
and that boldly, that truth hath beea wJi>(^ 
hlone aimed at through its entire ooDip<i^ 
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% 1. I SUPP06S thai, by my books of the Antiqui- 
ties of the Jews, most excellent EpaphrodituSjf I 
have made it evident to those who peruse them, 
that our Jewish nation is of Tery great antiquity, 
and had a distinct subsistence of its own originally ; 
as also, I have therein declared how we came to 
inhabit this comitry wherein we now live. Those 
Antiquities contain the history of five thousand 
years, and are taken out of our sacred books ; but 
are translated by me into the Greek tongue. How- 
ever, since I observe a considerable nopiber of 
people givmg ear to the reproaches that are laid 
against us by those who bear ill-will to us, and will 
not believe what I have written concerning the 
antiqui^ of our nation, while they take it for a 
pUin sign that our nation is of a late date, because 
they are not so much as vouchsafed a bare mention 
by the most famous historiographem among the 
Grecians, I therefore have thought myself under 
nn obligation to write somewhat briefly about 
these subjects, in order to convict those that re- 
proach u% of spite and voluntary falsehood, and to 
correct the ignorance of others, and withal to in- 
Btruct all tmse who are desirous of knowing the 

« This Sf»l book hM a mvof title. It it not wrlttan asotait Apkn. 
M b the Snk pnrt of the iMond book, tet i««ta«t thoM OiwlH IB iMMnI 
who woald Bot belknre JotephuTB former aMoanta of die fwy aadeat 
■tateerthe Jewhh ■atfoo.ln hla sa bookaoC And«altilee t and tieMlaa. 
larlyaeilBet AyithercfaUiw, Menenw, ChercaMai, and toe hn w i hiii It 
le «a« of tha moet kaned. aaeeUcat, and oaaAal booka er i 
and UMw Jennet pmiHl flf tUa» and the fbSowli^t bo«k< 

thaAiieMautekinainiraeaVMUthiat*'hewonathatir 

who bad been from hie iaaacy iaMnwtad la MCfed leanlaff, ■hoald 
abltt to Bfodnee nieb a aambcr of te*tiinanlet oat vipniua» aothort, at 
IfhahadTCadoteraUthaGNataa Hbiailn.- Bpial.84| ad Jf«aaa*i 
•ad the leamad Jew, 1faBaaMh.BeB.XMaaL eelaeoMd th«e two booka 
eo exeoUnt, ae to ttandkU then Into the tlebnw; thla we ham firom 
aieowaeatokfoaofhJaworti, whlehXhaTeioeB. ▲■ tothe tUneand 
plaeop whan and where thaM two boohi won writtaa. the teamed have 
Boc hithena beea able to delemlaa than aayfarthar than that tbegr 
ware wrikton eeoM ttane alW hie AntlomltleB, or eooia tine aftor a. a. 
W I whteh lodaed b too ahvlooe at ihSW entn 

avenaeai*l«eaperaeer,the*batawdliaetlgrtaU( 

would aet beUave wltot h« had advaaend taUneebookee 



-aiagthe 

kiaataMivaUarofthaJdWishiMatoa. A* to the plaee. thejr aU hnaftoa 
that ihaae two boeha wm written whrvu the fbmer were, I neaa at 
Bonei and I OMiAee, that I nTaeirbeltovod both thoM datotmlaa t io ne, 
UU I eana to Sakh ny aeteaapoa theae beohi^ when 1 met with alala 
lodwatioaa that thi^ were wrtttm net at Bane, butln Jadea» and thta 
after the thlid yrar of Tndan. or A. a. 100. 

t Tahe Dr. Hadww^ ao» hen, wkteh, as It juetlf eaatradJaU the 
Ti optDluns that Joaeidrae either died ---'>—— • 



f later thaa hie dan, eo It daee perfltetly agree tomyowa 
_ I, ftanJuataaorTtbarlao, UiathewRitoor Sniahedhle 

o«-n X«Ub after the third of Tralaa, OTA. Bk 100. To which Moldloe aha 
n««ee,dr««v«d. Ma. aaa [jJMpAnNlttw.l " Slnee Flavias Joeephna 
Mtia Dr. Utidaan) wroto [or s!>lahodl blalMMka of Aatlqaitlea on the 
thirteenth or Donlttaa [a. a. M], and afbv that wimo the Memolra of 
fete own Lift as aa appendix to the booka of ▲ntlanliMa, and at kwt hia 
two book« afalnat Aploo, and yet dedicated all thoee mrltlags to Kpa- 
phredltaa, ha can haidJy be that E|«phniditiis who wn fornt riy ee- 
o^tary to Veto, and waa ahUa on the Awrteenth (or ■ftoenth] of nonU. 
tfaa, after he had beenfw afood while hi toanLbment) but another 
B|iaphi«dHas» a ftasd*BBan, and prooumMr at Tmjau, a« tajr^ OvoUue 
tioL.dMl.a- 



truth of what great antiquity wo really are. Aa 
for the witnesBss whom I shall produce for the 
proof of what I say, they shall be such as are es- 
teemed to be of the greatest reputation for trutfay 
and the most skilfiil in the knowledge of all anti- 
quity, by the Greeks themselves. I will aUm show 
that diose who have written so reproachfully and 
falsely about us, are to be convicted by what they 
have written themselves to the contrarv. I shall 
also endeavour to give nn account of the reasons 
why it hath so happened, that there hath not been 
a great number of Ghreeks who have made mention 
of our nation in their histories. T will, however, 
bring those Grreeians to light who have not omitted 
such onr history, for the sake of those that either 
do not know them, or pretend not to know them 
alreadv. 

2. And nowy in the first place, I cannot but 
greatiy wonder at those men, who suppose that we 
must attend to none but Grecians, when we are in- 
quuring about the most ancient facts, and must in- 
rorm ourselves of their truth from them only, while 
we must not believe ourselves nor other men ; for 
1 am convinced that the very reverse is the truth 
of the ease. I mean this,--4f we will not be led 
by vain opinions, but will make in^uinr af t« truth 
from &ets themselves ; for they will find, that al- 
most aU which conoems the Greeks happened not 
long affo ; nay, one may sav, is of yesterday only. 
I spesbk of the building of their cities, the invention 
of their arts, and the description of theur hiws ; and 
as for their care about the writing down of their 
histories, it is very near the kst thing they set 
about. However, they aeknowledge themselves so 
far, that they were the Egyytians, the Chaldeans^ 
and Phosnicians (for I will not now reckon ourselves 
among them) that have preserved the memorials' of 
the most ancient and most lasting traditions of 
mankind ; for almost all these nations inliabitsuch 
countries as are lesst subject to destruction from 
the world about them ; and these also have taken 
especial care to have nothing omitted of what was 
[remarkably] done among them ; but their history 
was esteemed sacred, and put into public tables, as 
written by men of die greatest wisdom they had 
among them ; but as for the phtoe where the Gre- 
cians inhabit, ten thousand destructions have over- 
taken it and blotted out the memory of former ac- 
tions ; so that they were ever begiiming a new way 
of living, and supposed tliat every one of them woa 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



es2 



FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS AGAINST APION. 



ibe origin of their BBwitste. It wss ako late, mnd 
with diflBcnlty, that they came to know the letters 
they DOW uae ; for those who would advance their 
nee of these letters to the greatest antiquity, pretend 
that they learned them from the PfaoBnicians and 
from Cadmus ; yet is nobody able to demonstrate 
that they have any writing preserved from that 
time, neither in their temples, nor in any other 
pablio monuments. This appears, because the time 
when those lived who went to the Trojan war, so 
many years afterward, is in great doubt, and great 
inquiiy is made whether the Greeks used their 
letters at that time ; and the most prevailing opi- 
nion, and that nearest the truth, is, that their pre- 
sent way of using those letters was unknown at that 
time. However, there is not any writing which the 
Greeks agree to be genuine among them ancienter 
than Honm^B Poems, who must pUunly be confessed 
Utter than the Siege of Troy ; nay, the report ^oes, 
that even he did not leave his ,poeros in writing, 
but that their memory was preserved in songs, and 
they were put together afterward ; and this is the 
reason of such a number of variatioos as are found 
in them.* As for those who set themselves about 
writing their histories, I mean such as Cadmus of 
Miletus, and AcusUaiis of Argos, and any others 
that may be mentioned as suceeeding Aeusilaus, 
they lived but a little while before the Persian ex- 
pedition into Greece. But then for those that first 
introduced philosophy, and the consideration of 
things celestial and divine among them, such as 
Phereoydes the Syrian, and Pvthagoras,and Thales, 
all with one consent agree, that they learned what 
they knew of the Egyptians and Chaldeans, and 
wrote but little. And these are the things which 
are supposed to be the oldest of all among the 
Greeks ; and they have much ado to believe that 
the writings ascribed to those men are genuine. 

8. How can it then be otlier than an absurd 
thing for the Greeks to be so proud, and to. vaunt 
themselves to be the only people that are acquainted 
with antiquity, and that have delivered the true 
accounts of those early times after an accurate 
manner 1 Nay, who is there that cannot easily 
gather from the Greek writers themselves, that 
they knew but little ou any good fouudation when 
they set to write, but rather wrote their histories 
from their own conjectures ! Accordingly, they 
confute one another in their own books to purpose, 
and are not ashamed to give us the roost contradic- 
imj accounts of the same things : and I should 
spend my time to little purpose, if I should pretend 
to teach the Greeks tlwt which they know better 
than I already, what a great disagreement there is 
between HeUanieus and Aeusilaus about their 
genealogies ; in how many cases Aeusilaus corrects 
ilesiod: or after what manner Ephorus demon- 
strates Hellanicus to have told lies in the greatest 
part of his history : as does Timens in like manner 
an to Ephorus, and the succeeding writers do to 
Timeus, and all the later writers do to Herodotus rt* 

• This pRMrration of HoiiMr*» Fmou by mcmoty, and not br hit ow n 
wriitnf tiiciii daw«, uil thai thvaee tiivy ww* aijlfld RhapwMiln. u 
MBS to him, Un b«Uad». hj puns, and oot compoMd uid oonncvt*i 
lumihcr In ftKnt^ete w«rlcs ar« opinkms wvU known frum tb« uieicut 
fmnniffitator*; ihoiiffh M«h wppo nlaMint to mjaaV, M w.ll m to 
r»Ulctta, BIhUoth. OnM.1. p. «». and to oth««, highly Inipiotobla. 
Xvr dovs Jowphua njr thwa war* no anolantcr writingt nmon« th« 
Oflwka than HonMra Pocom, but that Uiar did not liiUy own any 
nnotwtw wridncs pntMuling to aiieh uUqulty, which U una. 

t It w*ll dawr««a to b« eoi.aMarwl, that JoaaphiM hen aaya, bow aU 
tha t«/llo« Ins O'*^ hialonaa* looked on Hvmdwuu aa a flftbaloua author, 
aim trrvcmly, aaeu 14, how Manotho, iha oMat auihentio wn««r oT iha 
Kfyt'^tM* HIatofT, grtatlyoomphkinaor hia mMakaa on tha EftypUaa 
•fUm ; a* aUo Oiat t»timbo, bw xl. p. «07, tha moat aecBn.la g«vmph«r 
- hlia «Mh i that Xanoyhoa, tko niach moK 



nor could Timens agree with AntiedMs sad PU- 
lisUns, or with Gallias, about the Sidlian Hirtoiy, 
no more than do the sevBiml writenof Ae ktAaim 
follow one another about the Athenian aiairi ; nor 
do the historians the like, that wrote the Aigofio, 
about the affairs of the Argives. And now wfait 
need I say any more about particular eities ana 
smaller pUces, while in the most approved writm 
of the expedition of the Persians, and of the aetiosi 
which were therein performed, there sre so gmt 
differences 1 Nay, Tha^dides himself is sensed 
by some as writing what is false, although he seeoa 
to have given us tha eamctent history of the aiun 
of his own time. 

4. As for the oocasioiiB of thh so grest dingree- 
ment of theirs, there may be assigned msny thit 
ars very probable, if any hare a mind to mue u 
inquiry about them ; but i ascribe these eontrMii»- 
tions chiefly to two causes, iriiich I will now bmb* 
tion, and still thmk what I shall mention in (hefint 

Shhoe, to be the principal of all ; for if we rBmem* 
er, that in tiie beginning the Greeks had taken no ,. 
care to have public records of their seversl tian- 
actions prsserved, this must for certain hare af- 
forded those that would afterward write aboot 
those ancient transactions, the opportooitj of 
making mistakes, and the power of maku^ U* 
also ; for this original recording of such saeienC 
transactions hath not only been negieeted bjrtjw 
other states of Greece, but even annrng »« 
Athenians themselves also, who pretend to be A» 
rigines, and to have applieid themselves tokanvigf 
there are no such records extant ; nay, they »J 
tiiemselves, tiiat the Uws of Drsco cooeeniug 
murders, which are now extant in writing, tre tbi 
most ancient of their public records ; which Dimo 
yet lived but a little time before the tjnM Pi«^ 
tratus.^ For as to the Areadians, who makenn 
boasts of their antiquity, what need I speak of thea 
in particnUr, since it was still hitor before ^^ 
their letters, and learned them, and tiiat with diBi- 
culty ahK>. 

6. There must therefore naturally ariee grw 
differences among writers, when they had >» on^- 
nal records to lay for their foundation, whieh ougM 
at once inform those who had an indinataoo to leRf>i 
and contradict tiioee Uutt would teU Ues. However, 
we are to suppose a second occasion ''^^rl 
former of these oontradietioDs ; it is tbii : ^"* 
those who were the moet sealous to write histoiq^i 
were not solicitous for the discovery of tmtb,) »* 



In tha aSUraor Orrna. Impltoa <k^ "*T «• 
aeeouai of ihwi gnat man la alnuiat aniinly iwaati a —^ ^ ^ 
on Anttq. b. al. eh. U. aaet. 1, and Hatehinaaati liul*w"" " 
-^ -— . . ir/.^^. TT-.*^' .. i^^«lna47«** 



HaradotoiLW] 
Donparathaa 



» HarraUottt, a« Moaataiu SoUia ha- -2^;-^^:, rf 
wo an noi alwaya to d«paBd «• ***^^Zm f 
la anaapportad Iqr oUmt ••»*T£-S7prt*' 

ld«aoawlihhla,aad,lf ItpaapM^^jytouA 

Itbribnhia. XdonotmaaabythU, Ihat HatelotMwWUi^^ 
whathabdl«?adtobaaka (a» Oiaalaa Mams ta haf0^aa«b 4. 
ho oAoo waatad o^tdoaoa, and MMMtloM* piaaiiwi wbat «" 
lona to what waa baatattaatod to bo tna. 
|Aboutth«dMr«ortenuandDaaldL ^ ...m ai* <^ 



fXtiapMta 
aoohaaelaBti 



read to ao liiUa purpooa by maay laamad critlat t via. >*^^ «ard% 
aim haa not baan ahranology or hiatoiy, bat phlkM. *• "^,^ ««•• 
and noc things thay not moch antarlng oltontiaiaa w*^Tlairt> ^ 



things thay __ — ™— 

lento of thoir aathun, and Jadglng whtah wan tha •^^T hUsf*^ 
caventa or tnith, aad moat 10 ba dapandad oa la «ha ?.!«iktl^*^ 
bat iBthar Inqalrtag who wrote the Anert atyla, and »« r^^^^pd^ 
elctaaaein thoIr espr««lon«; which an thliun ^^TSSmM^I^ 
In ooBtparlaan with tha other. Thiaa yoa wfll fjSf^XuM**"-?! 
debate, among tha hanad, whotlMr HerodotM or1»Mi«^ ^ 
fln«ethiatoiianlBthaXoaleaiHl Attia wy tt tnWatl^^ „tM » 
bttia aa to the nal «alne of aaeh of their hlatarlxt «VTj^;«a^ 
or miMh mvn moment to let ih« n^idar know, that ai th"^;^^ " 
or Herodotoal hiatory, which b4«io« ao maeh tarmr* ■— 
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tboagh it was Tery easy for them always to make 
Buch a profBHsion ; but their business was to de- 
aioiistrate that they could write well, and make an 
lion upon mankind thereby ; and in what 
f of writing they thought they were able to 
exceed others, to that did they apply thomselTes. 
Some of them betook themseWes to the writing of 
fabulous narrations ; some of them endeavoured to 
please the cities or the kings, by writing in thev 
commendation ; others of them fell to finding faults 
with transactions, or with the writers of such trans- 
actions, and thought to make a great figure by so 
doing ; and indeed these do what is of all things the 
Viost contrary to true history ; for it is the great 
character of true history that all concerned therein 
both speak and write the same things ; while these 
men, by writing differently about the same things, 
think they shall be belicTed to write with the 
neatest regard to truth. We therefore [who are 
Jews] must yield to the Grecian writers as to lan- 
guage and eloquence of composition ; but then we 
shall giTe them no such preforence as to tlie verity 
of ancient history ; and least of all as to that part 
which concerns the afiairs of our own several 
eountries. 

6. As to the care of writing down the records 
from the earliest antiquity among the Egyptians 
and Babylonians ; that the priests were intrusted 
therewith, and employed a philosophical eoiicem 
about it ; that they were the Chaldean priests that 
did so among the Babylonians ; and that the Phoe- 
nicians, who were mingled among the Greeks, did 
especially make use of their letters, both for the 
common afikirs of life, and for the delivering down 
the history of common transactions, I think I may 
omit any proof^ because all men allow it so to be : 
but now as to our foreiathets, that thev took no less 
care about writing such records (for I will not say 
they took greater care than the others I spoke of) 
and that they committed that matter to their high- 
priests and to theur prophets, and that these records 
have been written all along down to our own times 
with the utmost aceoraer ; nay, if it be not too bold 
for me to say it, onr history will be so written 
Itoreafter^I shal) endeayour briefly to inform 
yon. 

7. For our fbrefjUhers did not only appoint the 
best of these priests, and those that attended upon 
the divine wotship, for that design from the begin- 
ning, but made profession that the stock of the 
priests should continue unmixed and pure ; for he 
who is partaker of the priesthood, must propagate 
of a wife of the same nation, without having any 
regard to money, or any other diniities ; but he is to 
make a scrutiny, and take his wife's genealogy from 
the ancient tables, and procure many witnesses to 
It ;* and this is our practice, not only in Judea, but 
whereeoever any body of men of our nation do Uve ; 
and even there, an exact catalogue of our priests' 
marria^ is kept ; 1 mean at l^gypt luid at Baby- 
li n, or m any other place of the rest of the habita- 
ble earth, whithersoever our priests are scattered ; 
for they send to Jerusalem the ancient names of 
theur parents in writing, as well as those of their 
remoter ancestors, and signify who are the wit- 

I also ; but if any war faUs only such as have 



flioohwldarlhM that orTkaddMM, it IIm 
ihtmrni^nt at ThuK^fdUm, whiehMooga 

■adcr hii «wa olawatlan, miiah th« bmwI e 

• or thtoMeufMy of Um imm, Uton and In oar filaTloart time* la 
nMbiUj piwtnlas th« Itatalogtw all akag, paittoalailjr tboM nf Um 
prlcal^ Nt Jomfhmt* Lin, moI. 1. This aemraey iMtTi ■ ro have nidril 
■ft dM 4MtnMttaB ol JmMdwii by lltaa, or, ' 



fiJlen out, a great many of them already, when 
Antiochus Epiphanes made an invasion upon onr 
country, as also when Pompey the Great and Qnin- 
tilius Yams did so also, and principally in the wars 
that have happened in onr own times, those priests 
that survive them, compose new tables of geneak>gy 
out of the old records, and examine the cireum- 
stanoes of the women that remain ; for still they do 
not admit of those that have been captives, as ens- 
pecting that they had conversation with some 
foreigners ; but what is the strongest argument of 
our exact management in this matter is what I am 
now going to say, that we have the names of our 
high* priests, from father to son, set down in our 
records, for the interval of two thousand years ; 
and if any one of these have been transgressors of 
these rules, they are prohibited to present them- 
selves at the altar, or to be partakers of any other 
of our purifications ; and this is justly, or rather 
neoesssrily done, because every one is not permitted 
of his own accord to be a writer, nor is there any 
disagreement in what is written ; they being only 
prophets that have written the original and earliest 
accounts of things as they learned them of God 
himself by inspiration ; and others have written 
what hath happened in their own tunes, and that in 
a very distinct manner also. 

8. For we have not an innumerable multitude of 
books among us, disagreeing from and contradict- 
ing one another [as the Greeks have,] but only 
twenty- two books,t which contain the records of aU 
the past times ; which are justly believed to be di- 
vine ; and of them, five belong to Moses, which 
contain iiis laws and the traditions of the origin of 
mankind till his death. This interval of time was 
little short of three thousand years ; but as to the 
time from the death of Moses till the reign of Ar- 
taxexes king of Persis, who reigned after Xerxes, 
the prophets, who were after Moses, wrote down 
what was done in their times in thirteen books. 
The remaining fonr books contain hymns to God, 
and precepts for the conduct of human life. It is 
true, our nistory bath been written since Artax- 
erxes, very partieuhurly, but hath not been esteemed 
of the like authority with the former by our foreia* 
there, because there hath not been an exact succes- 
sion of prophets since that time ; and how firmly 
we have given credit to those books of our own na- 
tion, is evident by what we do ; for during so many 
ages as have already passed, no one has been so 
bold as either to add any thing to them, or take any 
thing from them, or to make any change in them ; 
but It becomes natural to all Jews, immediately and 
from thev very birth, to esteem those books to ooo- 
tam divine doctrines, and to persist in them, and, 
if occasion be, willingly to die for them. For it is 
no new tiling for our captives, many of them in 
number, and frequently in time, to be seen to en- 
dure racks and dMths of all kinds npon the theatres, 
that they may not be obliged to say one word 
against our Utws, and the records that contam 
them ; whereas, there are none at all among the 
Greeks who would undergo the least harm on that 
account, no, nor in case all the writings that are 
among them were to be destroyed ; for they take 
them to be such disoouses as are framed agreea« 



, howavtr, at that by itUiiaa. 



«• Omm tww^r-two Mond book* of Iba Old TMaaaaal* 
■M tha Bupphnant to tht baaj «a tba Old r«taiaMt, p. g».af. vte. 
thfow w oJl lamidtmL all aaaMtlMtlM OaaUdwj but tiUl wttti UU* 
fltfthar axo^pllon, that the SrrtVMi oTapacfMbal BMiffaa ba talUD iPtp 
tkm mautmr. laataad of turmmmkml Tan, wKiah M«nu to ba aoman 
thaa a later apitoma of th« atfaart whiah two books «t GaaUakaaiid 
Zum, Una waj appsan thai o«r Josspbiu •«« mm. 
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blj to the lodiDatioiii of tboM thftl write ihom ; 
and UMf hvf jvady the mne opiiuoii of IIm an* 
elon* writera, suioo they mo oomo of ^m praoont 
goiMmtioB bold onoagh to write about mdi affain, 
wborein they woro not pr BBOnt> oor bad oopoo rn 
onougb to imonii tbenMolTos about thorn from 
thoM that knew thorn ; ojcamploo of which may bo 
bad ia thii late war of ouia, whore some ponoos 
have writtoa hiatorioa, and pobliohed them, without 
baviiig boon in the plaoo ooaewiMd, or having boon 
near them when the aetionB wofe done ; but thoM 
men put a few things together bj hearmy, and in- 
aolondy abuae the world, and eall theoe writingB by 
the name of Hieloriea. 

9. Aa for myaelf, I hare eorapoeed a tmohiitary 
of that whole war, and all the partieulars that oe- 
eurred therein^ aa hanng been oonoomed in all ito 
traniactiona ; lor I noted aa genend of thoao among 
OS that are named Galileana, aa long aa it waa poe- 
aible for na to make any oppoaition. I waa then 
aeised on by the Romaaa, and beeame a eaptive. 
Yeapaaian also and Titna had kept me under a 
guard, and foreed me to attend thorn continnally.. 
At the first I waa put into bonds ; but waa aet at 
liberty afterward, and sent to aooompanjr Titus 
when he oame li«m Alexandria to the aiege of 
Jerusalem ; during which time there was nothing 
done which eoeaped my knowledge ; for what hap- 
pened in the Roman camp I saw, and wrote down 
earefuUy; and what informationa the deserters 
brought [out of the city] I was the on\y man that 
nnderatood them. Afterward I got leisure at 
Rome ; and when all my materials were pr e pared 
for that work, I made use of some persons to assist 
me in leaming the Gxeek tongue, and by these 
means I oompoeed the histoiy of those transaetions ; 
and I was so well assured of the truth of what I 
related, that I first of all appealed to those that 
bad the supreme oommand in that war, Vespasian 
and Titusy aa witnesses lor me» for to them I pre- 
sented those books-fimt of all, and after them to 
many of the Romana who had been in that war. I 
also sold them to many of ourown men wboonder- 
stood the Greek philosophy ; among whom were 
Julius Arehehius, Herod [king of Chalcisl, a per- 
■on of great gmvity, and king Agrippa himaell^ a 
person that deaenred the greatest admiration. Now 
all these men bore their testimony to me^ that I 
had the strictest regard to truth ; who yet would 
not bare dissembled the matter, nor been sileo^ if 
I, out of ignorance, or out of favour to any side, 
either had given false colours to aotions^ or omitted 
aqyof them. 

10. There have been indeed some bad men, who 
have attempted to calumniate my history, and took 
it to be a kmd of scholastic performanoe for the 
exercise of young men. A strange sort of 
tion and calumny thb 1 since everv on 
takes to deliver (he history of actiona truly, ought 
to know them accunttely himself in the first place. 



r having been concerned in them himself, 
or been informed of them by such as knew them. 
Now, both these methods of knowledge I may very 
properly pretend to in the composition of both m^ 
works ; for, as 1 said, I have translated the Anti- 
quities out of our sacred books f which I easily 
could do, since I was a priest by my birth, and 
have stadied that philosophv which is contained iu 
those writings : and as for the History of the War, 
I wrote it as having been an aotor myself in many 
of ite transactions, an eye-witnew in the greatest 



part of the rsst, and was 1 
thing whataoever that waa either mid or dmeno. 
How impudent then naoat theee desene tt tea- 
teemed, who undertake to eoatadist ms sboittte 
true stete of those aflkirn! w^ahhoD^tteriR. 
tsDd to have made nae oi both the empwai^ vn 
memoirs, yet they could not besci pi a mted eithqw 
affairs who fought against them. 

11. Thia'digreesion I have been obliged Ib mb 
out of neoessity, as beln^ deeiroes te expats ^ 
vanity of those that profesa to write hiatoncs ; isd 
I suppose I have suffieianUy declared tfast thsim^ 
torn of transmitting down the hiatories of aacM 
times, hath been better prwaerved by tiNstsaua 
which axe called Barbanana, than bv the Gma 
themselves. I am now willing, in the nsstpMe, 
to say a few things to thooa who ondsavovisp^ 
that our eonstitution ia hot c»f late ti me, fa w 
reaeon, aa they pretend that the Greek wiH aahw 
said nothing about na : after which I '^^t^~^ 
testimonies for our antiqaity out of the vna^ 
of foreigners: I shaUalao demonatrato, thstw* 
aa cast reproachea upon oor natioi^ do it i«7 
unjustly. . . 

12. As for ourselves, therefore, ••"fjj*^ 
habit a maritime ooantry, nor do ^^dd^t" 
merchandise^ nor in aoeh amiKtorewithetterna 
aa arises from it ; but the eitiea we dweU la tf<^ 
mote from the sea, and haviac a fnntfol eoavT 
for our habitation, wetake paiae in cultivatastw 
only. Our princ^ care of all ia this, to •*»■ 
our chUdren weU ; and wethmkittobeof tbsMrt 

necessary buainem of our whole life, to oby^ 
laws that have been given na, and to keep •» 
rules of piety that have been deliverod dovn " j*' 
Since, therefore, besidm what we have ^hevij^; 
ken notice of, we have had a poenliar way of kn^ 
of our own, there waa no oecaaion offere d si a ^ 
dent agea, for intermixing aoKM^ tiie ui«J*^ 



they had ibr mixing amoqg the Egyptians, "7 vw 
intoreouas of exportii^ and importing their isww 

goods ; as ths^alao mixed with 



who lived by the ssa sidn, b; 
lucre in trade and. 



meana the Egyptians ^'^"^tL^ 
AS alao» aa did aU thtfo pMP^ ^^ 
inainhwgvoyagea over the •»•, 
» the Greciana. The Medes^ she >>» 



^ of their ls«^ 
Nordideorfc^ 
fathers betake themaelvee, aa did aom» ^'^f*^ 
robbery ; nor did they, in order to I"""r! 
wealth,JaU into foreicu wars, although ov^^ 
contained many ten thousands of meo ^^T^ 
sufficient for that purpooe; for this '•■"^^^^ 
that the Phesnieiana dwrnaelvea came ^^^ 
ding and navigatioa to be known to the vrMi^ 
and by their meana the Egyptians 
to the Grecians s' 
the Phesnieiana i 

ried warea to the ^«.,««»i.. *-«««.--. ^^ 
the Persians, when they were knrda of Aaa»BKP^ 

well known to them ; and thia waa «P«fr^^ 
of the Peraiana, who led their armiss as isr >»^ 
other continent, [Europe]. The Tbrsja* |^ 
also known to them by the n e a me m of ty *T| 
triea, and Scythians by the means ef tbo^ ^ 
sailed to Pontus ; for it waa so in f^f*^ ^tb* 
maritime nations, and those that innabited^^ ^ 
eaatem or western seas, became moet t^ ^ 
those that were desirous to be writers; b*i*|^ 
as had their habitetions farther from ^.f^Lgp 
for the most part unknown to them ; *^ :°l|^ 
appear to have happened as to Europe shOi * 
the city of Rome, that hath this long ^J^ 
I possessed of so much power, and balk P**^^ 
I such great actions in war, is never yetis*'''*"^ 
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hj Herodottu, nor by Thucydides, nor bj any one 
of their conteroponuriee ; and it was very late, and 
wiUi great difficulty^ that the Romans became 
known to the Grxeeks. Nay, those that were reck- 
oned the most exact historians (and Ephoroa for 
one) were so yery ignorant of the Gauls and the 
Spaniards, that he supposed the Spaniards, who in- 
Iiabited so great a part of the western regions of 
the earth, to be no more than one city. Those 
hbtorians also have ventured to describe such cus- 
toms as were made use of by them, which they 
never had either done or said ; and the reason why 
these writers did not know the truth of their affairs, 
was this, that they had not any commerce toge- 
ther ;— but the reason why they wrote such falsities 
was this, that they had a mind to appear to know 
things whidi others had not known. How can it 
then be any wonder, if our nation was no more 
known to many of the Greeks, nor had given them 
any occaskm to mention them in their writings, 
while they were so remote from the sea, and had a 
conduct of life so peculiar to themselves t 

IS. Let ns now pnt the case, therefore, that we 
nnde use of this argument concerning the Grecians, 
in order to prove that their nation was not ancient, 
because notning is said of them in our records ; 
would not they langh at us all, and probably give 
the same reasons for our silence that I have now al- 
leged, and would produce their neighbouring nations 
as witnesses to theur own antiquitv t Now, the very 
eame thing will I endeavour to do ; for 1 will bring 
the Eg^'ptians and the Phoenicians as my prindpai 
witnesses, because nobody can complain of their 
testimony as false, on account that they are known 
to have borne the greatest ill-will towards us ; I 
mean this as to the Egyptians, in general all of 
tliem, while of the Phosnicians, it is Imown the Ty- 
nans have been most of all in the same ill disposi- 
tions towards ns : yet do I confess that I cannot 
say the same of the Chaldeans, sinee our first leaders 
and ancestors were derived from them ; and they 
do make mention of us Jews in their records, on 
account of the kindred there is between us. Now, 
when I shall have made my assertions good, so far 
as concerns the others, I will demonstrate that some 
of the Greek writers have made mention of ns 
Jews also, that those who env^ us may not have 
even this pretence for contradicting what I have 
■aid about our nation. 

14. I shall begin with the writings ci the Egyp- 
; not indeed of those that have written in the 



Egyptian huignage, which it is impossible for me to 
do. But Manetuo was a man who was by birth an 
Egyptian, yet had he made himself master of the 
Greek leuning, as is vety evident ; for be wrote the 
history of his own country in the Greek tongue, by 
translating it, as he saith himsrif, out of their sacred 
records : he also finds great lanlt with Herodotus 
for his ignorance and false relations of Egyptian 
affairs. Now, this Manetho, in the second book of 
his Egyptian History, writes concerning us in the 
following manner. I will set down his very words, 
as if I were to bring the veiy man himself into a 
court for a witness ; — ^ There was a king of ours, 
whose name was Timaus. Under him it came to 
pass, I know not how, that God was averse to us, 
and there eame, after a surprising manner, men of 
ignoble birth out of the eastern |>arte, and had bold- 
ness enough to make an expedition into our country, 
and with ease subdued it by force, yet witlioat our 
kizardiug a battle with them. So when they had 



Cn those that governed as nnder their power, 
, afterwards burnt down our cities, and demo* 
lished the temples of the gods, and used all the in- 
habitants after a most ^trbarous manner : nay, 
some they slew, and led their children and their 
wives into slavery. At length* they made one of 
themselves king, whose name was Salatis ; he also 
lived at Memphis, and made both the upper and 
lower regions pay tribute, and left garrisons m phioes 
diat were the most proper for them. He chiefly 
aimed to secure the eastern parts, as foreseeing that 
the Assyrians, who had then the greatest power, 
would be desirous of that kingdom and invade them ; 
and as he found in the Saite Nomos [Seth-roite], a 
city very proper for his purpose, and which lay 
tapon the Bubastic channel, but with regard to a 
certain theologic notion was called Avarit, this he 
rebuilt, and made very strong by the walls he built 
about it, and by a most numerous garrison of two 
hundred and forty thousand armed men whom he 
put into it to keep it. Thither Saktis came in 
summer-time, partly to gather his com, and pay his 
soldiers their wages, and partly to exercise his 
armed men, and thereby to terrify foreigners. 
When this man had reigned thirteen years^ after 
him reigned another, whose name was Boon, for 
forty- four years ; after him reigned another, called 
Apaohnas, tliirty-aix years and seven months : 
after him Apophis reigned sixty-one years, and then 
Jonias fifty years and one month ; after all these 
reigned AlSSIs forty-nine years and two months. 
And these six were the first rulers among them, 
who were all along making war with the Egyptians, 
and were very desirous gradually to destroy them 
to the very roots. This whole nation was styled 
Hycsos, that is, ^^tpkerd-kin^s ; for the first syl- 
hible Htc, aocordinff to the sacred dialect denotes 
a kinfff as is Sos a uiepkerd — but this aoeording to 
the ordmary dialect ; and of these is componnled 
Htcbos : but some say that these people were 
Arabians." Now, in another copy it is said, that 
this word does not denote Kings, but, on the con* 
tmry, denotes Capti^ Shepherds, and this cn ac- 
count of the particle Htc ; for that Htc, wiUi the 
aspiration, in the Egj'ptian tongue again denotes 
Shepherds, and that expressly also ; and this to 
me seems the more probable opinion, and more 
agreeable to ancient history. [But Manetho goes 
on] :—** These people, whom we have before named 
kimge, and called shepherds also, and their descend- 
ants," as he says, ** kept possession of Egypt five 
hundred and eleven years." After these, he says, 
** That the kuigs of Thebais and of the other parte 
of Egypt made an insnnection against the shep- 
herds, and that there a terrible and k>og war was 
made between them." He says farther, ''That 
under a king, whose name was Aliephragmuthosis, 
the shepherds were subdued by him, and were in- 
deed driven out of other parte of Egypt, but were 
shut up in a place that contained ten thousand 
acres : this place was named Avaris." Manetho 
says, "' That the shepherds built a wall round aH 
this place, which was a large and strong wall, and 
tills in order to keep all their possessioas and their 
prey within a place of strength, but that Thummo- 
sis the son of Alisphragmuuosis made an attempt 
to take them by force and by siege with four hun- 
dred and eighty thousand men to lie round about 
them ; but that, upon his despair of taking the place 
by that siege, they came to a compoeiuon with 
them, that they should leave Eg^pt, and go without 
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any harm to be done theniy whithenoever they 
would ; and that, after this composition was made, 
they went away with their whole families and ef- 
fects, not fewer in number than two hundred and 
forty thousand, and took their journey from Egypt, 
throtigh the wilderness, for Syria : but that, as tbey 
were in fear of the Assyrians, who had then the 
dominion over Asia, they built a city in tbat coun- 
try which is now called Judea, and that large 
enough to contain this great number of men, and 
called it Jerusalem."* Now Manetho, in another 
book of his, says, ^ That this nation, thus called 
Shepherds, was also called Captives, in their sacred 
books.*' And this account of his is the truth ; for 
feeding of sheep was the employment of our fore* 
fitthers in the most ancient ages rh and as they led 
such a wandering life in feeding sheep, they were 
called Shepherds. Nor was it without reason that 
they were called Captives by the Egyptians, since 
one of our ancestors, Joseph, told tlie Ungof Egy^ 
that he was a eaptive4: and afterward sent for his 
brethren into Eg^t by the kind's permission ; but 
as for these matters, I shall maie a more exact in- 
quiry about them elsewhere.§ 

15. But now I shall produce the Egyptians as 
witnesses to the antiquity of our nation. I shall 
therefore here bring m l^Ianetho again^ and what 
he writes as to the wder of the times in this case, 
and thus he speaks : — ^ When this people or shep- 
herds were gone out of Egypt to Jerusalem, Teth- 
mosis the king of Egypt, who drove them out, 
reigned afterward twenty-five years and four 
months, and then died ; after him his son Chebron 
took the kingdom for thirteen years ; after whom 
came Amenophis, for twenty years and seven 
months : then came his sister Ameeses, for twenty- 
one years and nine months ; after her came Me- 
phres, for twelve years and nine months ; after 
him was Mephramuthosis, for twenty-five years 
and ten months ; after him was Tethmosis, for 
nine years and eight months ; after him came 
Amenophis^ for thirty years and ten months ; after 
him came Oms, for thirty- six years and five 
months ; then came his daughter Acenchres, for 
twelve years and one month ; then was her brother 
Bathotis, for nine years ; then was Aeencheres, for 
twelve years and five months ; then came another 
Aeencheres, for twelve years and three months: 
after him Armais, for four years and one month ; 
after him was Rameeses, for one year and four 
months : after him came Armesses Miammoun, for 
sixty years and two months ; after him Amenophis, 
lor nineteen years and six months ; after him came 
Sethoais, and Ramesses, who had an armv of horse, 
and naval force. This king appointed his brother 
Armaisy to be his deputy over Egypt.'^ [In another 
copy it stood thus : — After hink came Setlioeis, and 
Ramesses, two brethren, the former of whom had 
a naval force, and in a hostile manner destroyed 
those that met him upon the sea : but as he slew 
Rameeses in uo long time afterward, so he appoint- 
ed another of his brethren to be his deputy over 
Egvpt.] He also gave him all the other authority 
ul tt king, tut with these only injun^^tions^ that he 

« H«i« we haw •■ aocoaBt of th* flnt buiiding of Um cllj «r Jen. 
iBlntt, Mmmliag to Uuacilio. « hen tb« Pbanlclan stephwdt w«i« ex. 
^tilled out er l^pi, About tbirty^evwi jeua befove Abnham omb* out 
erHana. 

fOM. xin.M,M( xiTiLa^. ^ . 

i la eor oupiw at the book of G«nceU and of JoMphti^ title Joeeph 
Mf«r oalls hlnuoir " a mpUve," wben ho was with Uio Una of ER7pt» 
he dook OBll h'ltMcir " a eervaat," '* a iJavo/* or ^ captive." 
. . . - -^ . ^, — ^-if Jeeeph, 
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should not wear the diadem, nor be injorioostotha 

aueen, the mother of his cfaiidteD, and that hs 
tould not meddle with the' other eoDcabines of the 
king ; while he made an expedition agsinBtCjpra, 
and Phoenicia, and besides agamst the ABsyiwu 
and the Medes. Ho then subdued them all, some 
by his arms, some without fighting, and some by 
the terror of his great army ; and bemg puffed op b; 
the great successes he had had, he went on still tbe 
more boldly, and overthrew the cities and eonntriei 
that lay in the eastern parte ; but after lome coo- 
siderable time, Armais, who was left in Egypt, did 
lUl those very things^ by way of opposition, vbiek 
his brother had forbidden him to do, without fear; 
for he used violence to the queen, and ooatioued to 
make use of the rest of the concubines, witbont 
sparing any of them ; nav, at the persoasioo of ha 
Iriends he put on the diadem, and set up to oppM 
his brother ; but then, he who was set of er tJ» 
prieste of Egypt, wrote letters to Sethosis, and in- 
formed him of all that had happened, and how ha 
brother had set up to oppooe bun : he therefoie 
returned back to Pelusium immediately, and reco- 
vered his kingdom again. The country abo wm 
called from his name Effypt ; for Manetho saji 
that Sethosis himself was called £g}'pta8, as mi 
hb brother Armais called Danaus.'*! 

16. This is Maneiho's account ; and endentitu 
from the number of years by him set down belong- 
ing to this interval, if they be summed up togeU»fri 
that these shepherds, as they are here called, wfio 
were no others than our forefathers, were delrjerea 
out of Egypt, and came thence, and inhabited thi* 
country three hundred and ninety-three years befow 
Danaus came to Argos ; although the Arpjes wo» 
upon himf as their most ancient king, nvitm 
therefore, bears this testimony to two points of ta« 
greatest consequence to our purpose, and those from 
the Egj'pUan records themselves. In the first pace, 
that we came out of another counb^y into Efft^i 
and that withal our deliverance out of it 'p^bo an- 
cient in time, as to have preceded the siege of T^ 
almost a thousand years ; but tlien, a« <<> ^ 
things which Manetho adds, not from the Egyp^ 
records, but, as he confesses himseli; from some 
stories of an uncertain original, I will disprove tw 
hereafter particuhirly, and shall demonstrate u»» 
they are no better than incredible fables. 

17. I wiU now, therefore, pass from these rMorJJ 

and come to those that belong to the Pli<^^ 
and concern our nation, and shall P'^^Jf. ****!!, 
tions to what I have said out of them. Th«'« JJ" 
then records among the Tvrians tliat take JM^ 
history of many yean, and these are public ™"*^ 
and are kept with great exactness, and «*fW<»« »^ 
counto of the facto done among them, aad ^^ 
couoem their transactions with other n»^**?*^ 
those I mean which were wortliy of '•™*"'^Sjt 
Therein it was recorded that the temple was Da 



I Of this Xontian ohianAlogjr of MaooUus m miabikn V '"^ 
and or tbe<ie^4i(Bni«laa ehopbenle, as Mee|7 eW"^ U^ 
othen afior bin, to hare been the lanMttiae la gsyptt^^Ji^rbw 







Mngi befora^im. and Inaotana attho head oT tbeu. f^ 'L«^; 
Beeonle, part li, pe«e OSS, ae Joeophae eouU not bating Aa**^ 
but that ho wee eateemed ae very andont bgr them, ^'fj^^m^ 



th»j had been fir. t of all doaonlnatod *' Daaai" Ctmd ^, ^k* " ^^ 
kinjc Daaaoe. Nor does thlaeuperlaUTodesnoehnqpmvr;,^ 
anelenf of aS wtthout ojteepUoo, baft Is eonednM i<>^^^,0i<i( 
" vary anolent" en^. a. is the case la tho ilhe mP«"*b«* "^ 
oth«r «ord« also. 
^ a«« Uic prvoedlof uola. 
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by king Solomon At Jeroaalem, one hundred forty- 
three years and eight months before the Tyrians 
built Carthaf(e ; and in their annals the buildmg 
of our temple la related : for Hirom, the kinff of 
Tyre, was the friend of Solomon our king, and had 
such friendship transmitted down to him from his 
forefathers. He thereupon was ambitious to eon- 
Qribute to the splendour of this edifice of Solomon, 
and made him • present of one hundred and twenhr 
talents of gold. He also out down the most exoel- 
lent timber oat of that mountain which is so called 
Xibanns, and sent it to him for adorning its roof. 
Solomon also not only made him many other pre- 
sents, by way of requital, but j^ave him a eountiy in 
Galilee also, that was called Chabulon ;* but there 
was another passion, a phikieophic inclination of 
theirs, which cemented the friendship that was be- 
twixt them ; for they sent mutual problems to one 
another, with a desire to hsTe them nnriddled by 
each other ; wherein Solomon was superior to Hi- 
rom, as he was wiser than he in other respects ; 
and many of the epistles that passed between them 
are still preserved among the Tyrians. Now, that 
this may not depend on my bare word, I will pro- 
duce for a witness, Dips, ono that is believed to 
have written the Phmnician History after an accu- 
rate mamier. This Dius, therefore, writes thus, 
in his Histories of the Phoanicians : — ** Upon the 
death of Abibalns, his son Hirom took the kingdom. 
This king raised banks at the eastern parts of the 
city, and enlarged it : he also joined the temple of 
Jnpiter Olympius, which stood before in an island 
by itself, to the city, by raising a causey between 
them, and adorned that temple with donations of 
gold. He moreover went up to Libanns, and had 
timber cut down tor the building of temples. They 
say fiulher, that Solomon, when he was king of 
Jerusalem, sent problems to Hirom to be solved, 
and deebed he would send otiiers back for him to 
solve, and that he who could not solve the problems 
proposed to him, should pay money to him that 
solved them ; and when Hirom had agreed to tlte 
roposals, but was not able to solve the problems, 
was obliged to pay a great deal of money, as a 
penalty for the same. As also they relate, that 
one Abdemoo, a man of Tyre, did solve the pro- 
blems, and proposed others which Solomon could 
not solve, noon which h« was obliged to repay a 
great deal of money to Hirom." Tneee things aro 
attested to by Dius, and confirm what we have said 
upon the same subjects before. 

18. And now I shall add Menander the Epheeian, 
as an additional witness. This Menander wrote 
the Acts that were done both by the Greeks and 
Barbarians^ under every one of the Tyrian kings ; 
and had taken much pains to loam their history out 
of their own records. Now, when he was writing 
about those kings that had reigned at Tyre, he 
came to Hirom, and says thus : — ** Upon the death 
of Abibalus, his son Hirom took the kingdom ; he 
lived filty-three years, and reigned thirty-four. 
He raised a bank on that called the Broad pUce, 
and dedicated that golden pillar which is in Jupiterls 
temple ; hs also went and oat down timber from 
the monntain called Libano% and got timber of 
eedar for the roofii of the temples. He also pulled 
down the old temples^ and built new ones : besides 
this, he oonseerated the temples of Hercules and 
Astarta. He first built Hercules*s temple, in the 
month Peritns, and that of Astarte when he made 
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his expedition ajpunst the Tityans, who wovld not 
pay him their tribute ; and when he had subdued 
them to himself, he returned home. Under this 
king there was a younger son of Abdemon, who 
mastered the psoblems which Solomon, king of Je- 
rusalem, had recommended to bo solved.'' Now 
the time from this king to the building of Carthage, 
is thus calculated : — '^ Upon the death of Hurom, 
Beleazarus his son took the kingdom ; he lived 
forty-three years, and reigned seven years : after 
him succeeded his son Abdastartus ; he lived twen- 
ty-nine 3'ears, and reigned nine ^ears. Now four 
sons of his nurse plotted against him and slew him, 
the eldest of whom reigned twelve years ; after 
them came Astartus tiie son of Deleastartus : he 
lived fifty-four years, and reigned twelve years ; 
afHer him came his brother Aserymus ; he lived 
fiflv-four years, and reigned nine years : he was 
sUm bv his brother Pheles, who took the kingdom 
and reigned but eight months, though he lived fifty 
years : he was slain bv Ithobalns, the priest, of 
Astarte, who reigned thirty-two years, and lived 
sixty-eight years : he was succeeded by his son 
Badezorus, who lived forty -five years, and reigned 
six years ; he was succeeded by Matgenus his son: 
he lived thirty-two years, and reigned nine years : 
Pygmalion succeeded him : he lived fifty-six years, 
and reigned forty-seven years. Now, in the seventh 
year of his reign, his sister fled away from him, 
and built the city of Carthage in Libya." So the 
whole time from the reign of Hurom till the build- 
ing of Carthage, amounts to the sum of one hundred 
and fifty-five years and eight months. Since then 
the temple was built at Jerusalem in the twelfth 
year of the reign of Huom, there were from the 
building of the temple until the building of Car- 
thage, one hundred forty- three years and eight 
months. Wherefore, what occasion b there for 
alleging any more testimonies out of the Phmni- 
cian histories [on behalf of our nation], since 
what I have said is so thoroughly confirmed 
aheady I and to be sure our ancestors came into 
this country long before the building of the temple ; 
for it was not tSl we had gotten possession of the 
whole land by war that we built onr temple. And 
this is the point that I have clearly proved out of 
our sacred writings in my Antiquities. 

19. I will now reUte what hath been written 
concerning us in the Chaldean histories ; which 
records have a great agreement with our books in 
other things also. Berosus shall be witness to 
what I say ; he was by bfrth a Chaldean, well 
known by the learned, on account of his publication 
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us a mstonr of the deluge of waters that then hap- 
pened, and of the destruction of mankind thereby, 
and agrees with Moses's narration thereof. He also 
gives us an account of that ark wherein Noidi, the 
origin of our race, was preserved, when it was 
brought to the highest part of the Armenian moun- ^ 
tains ; after whicn he gives us a catalogue of ths ' 
posterity of Noah, and adds the years of their 
chronology, and at length comes down to Nabolas- 
sar, who was king of Babylon, and of the Chaldeans. 
And when he was rehiting the acts of this king, hs 
describes to us how he sent his son Nabnehodonosor 
against Egypt, and against our hmd, with a grssi 
army, upon his being informed that they had re* 
volted from him ; and how, by that means, he sub- 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



e38 



FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS AGAINST APION. 



daed them all, and set our temple that was at Jero- 
salem on firo ; nay, and removed our people en- 
tirely oat of their own country, and transferred 
them to Babylon ; when it so happened that our 
city was desoUte durinf^ the interval of seventy 
years, until the dajrs of Cyrus king of Persia. He 
then saysy '* That this Babylonian king conquered 
£};ypt, and Syria, and Phoenicia, and Arabia ; and 
exceeded in his exploits all that had reigned before 
him in Babylon and Chaldea." A little after which 
Berofltts subjoins what follows in his History of 
Ancient Times. I will set down Berosus's own ao- 
oounts, which are these : — ** When Nabobssar, fa- 
ther of Nabuohodonoeor, heard that the governor 
whom he had set over Esypt and over the parts of 
Celesyria and Ph<Bnicia,hiwl revolted from him, he 
was not able to bear it any longer ; but oom- 
roitting certain parts of his army to his son Nabu- 
chodonosor, who was then but young, he sent him 
against the rebel; Nabuohodonoeor joined battle 
with him, and conquered him, and reduced the 
countiy under his dominion again. Now it so fell 
«Nit, that his lather Nabolasser fell into a distemper 
at this time, and died in the city of Babylon, after 
he had reigned twenty- nine years. But as he un- 
derstood, in a little time, that his father Nabolassar 
was dead, he set the a£Eiurs of Egypt and the other 
countries in order, and coomiitted the captives he 
had taken from the Jews, and Phosnicians, and 
Syrians, and of the nations belonging to Egypt, to 
some of his friends, that they might conduct that 
part of the forces that had on heavy armour, with 
the rest of the baggage, to Babylonia ; while he 
went in haste, havmg but a few with him, over the 
desert to Babylon ; whither when he was oome, he 
found the public affkirs had been managed by the 
Chaldeans, and that the principal persons among 
Ihem had preserved the kmgdom for him. Accord- 
ingly he now entirely obtained all his father's do- 
■umons. He then came, and ordered the captives 
to be pbced as colonies in the most proper places 
of Babylonia : but for hinaself, he adorned the tem- 
ple of Belna, and the other temples, after an elegant 
manner, out of the spoils he had taken in this war. 
He also rebuilt the old city, and added another to 
it on the outside, and so £w restored Babylon, that 
none who should besiege it afterwards might have 
it in their power to divert the river, so as to facili- 
tete an entrance into it ; and this he did by build- 
ing three walls about the inner city, and three 
about the outer. Some of these walb he built of 
burnt brick and bitumen, and some of brick only. 
So when he had thus fortified the city wiUi walls, 
after an excellent manner, and had adorned the 
gates magnificendy, he added a new paUce to that 
which his father had dwelt in, and this close by it 
also^ and that more eminent in its height, and in its 
great splendour. It would perhaps reqmre too long 
a narration, if any one were to describe it. How- 
ever, as prodigiously hurge and BBagnifieent as it 
was, it was finished in fifteen days. Now in this 
palace he erected very high walks, supported by 
* sioue pillars, and by phmUnf what was called a 
penmU poradiUi and repleni^ing it with all sorts 
of trees, he rendered the prospect of an exael re* 
Mnhlanee of a mountainous country. This he did 
to please his queen»|>ecause she had been brought 
up in Media, and was fond of a mountainous situa- 



20. This is what Berocns reUtes ooBwemingthe 
forementioned kug, as be vekites many other things 



about him also in the third book of his GhaMeu 
History ; wherein he eempkuns of the GnoM 
writers for supposing, without any iBondsftioD, tbst 
Babylon was built by Semiramis,* qseen rf Assy- 
ria, and for her false pretence to tfaoss woodorfol 
edifices thereto relating, as if they were her o«i 
workmanship ; as indeed in these affairs the Gbl- 
dean History cannot but be the most credibk 
Moreover, we meet with a confirmation of vim 
Berosus says, in the archives of the PhcBmou^ 
conceminsr thU king Nabuchodonooor, that he no- 
quered all Syria and Phoenieia ; in which one Plii- 
lostratus agrees with the others in that hirtaf; 
which he composed, where he mentions the nogetf 
Tyre ; so does Megastheneaabo, intfaelbarthboiA 
of his Indian Histoiy, wherein he pretsada to piow 
Uiat the forementioned king of the Bsbykmaai 
was superior to Hercules in strength and tbsgre^ 
ness of his exploits ; for he says that he cooqnaw 
a great part ci Libya, and conqnered Iberia abo. 
Now, as to what I hare said before, about the \e» 
pie at Jerusalem, that it was fought ^S^^^^J^ 
Babylonians, and burnt by them, but was opewd 
again when Cyrus had taken the kingdom of An, 
shall now be- demonstrated from what Berooas adds 
farther upon that head ; for thus he says in lui 
third book :— « Nabuchodonooor, after !"•*«» ^ 

Sn to build the forementioned wall, fell »», *i» 
parted this life, when he had reigiied ferty-thiw 
yean ; whereupon his son Evilmetodsch obtaioed 
the kingdom. He governed public afibiis after w 
illegal and impure manner, and had a P^*^ 
against bun by Nerigtissoor, bis sister^ bosbaBd, 
and was slain by him when he had rngiied buttvo 
years. Aftor he was slain, NerigUssoor, the per- 
son who plotted against him, suooaeded ^^^^ 
kingdom, and reigned four years ; his son *^^^ 
soarchod obtained the kingdom, though he «aa w 
a child, and kept it mne months ; but by naiooj: 
the very iU-temper and ill pnetieee be «»*'tJ 
to the world, a plot was kad agaUist him ^^ 
his friends, and he was tormented to death. ^ 
his death, the conspirators got to0Bther,aod^ 
common consent put the crown upon the nf*^^ 
Nabonnedus, a man of Babylon, and one *?• OT 
longed to that insurrection. In his >«%> |*Jt 
that the walls of tho city of Babylon were ciyW 
bnUt with burnt brick and bitamea ; ^^**[^ 
was come to the seventeenth year of his Topt 
Cyrus came out of Persia with a great tfin/ ; "^ 
having already conquered all the rest <»,^*"v,-, 
came hastily to Babylonia. When Nabooo^ 
perceived he was coming to attack hiin, heme* ^^ 
with bis foroea, and joinmg battle with "»"» -a 
beaten ; and fledaway widi a i^^^^^^^ 
him, and was shut up within the eity ^^^{Lt 
Hereupon Cyrus took Babylon, and gave ^^^^^ 
the outer walls of the city should be ^^'^'^^^^ 
because the city had proved veiy twaW**^ .^ 
him, and cost him a great deal of P^^ ^^!^ 
He then marohed away to Borsii^ ^ °^, 
Nabonnedus ; but as Nabonnedus a>^ ^^ ? be 
the siege, but delivered himself mto his ^'^^^ 
was at first kindly used by Cyrus, wh» g*!^ ^ 
Carmania, as a phboe lor him to inhibit ii^ 
sent him ont of Babyhmla. Aeoordhigly ^zTtai 
dus spent the rest of his time in thai fo""^' 
there died. 

' Tb« CTMt bnpTOTMMDli Uuk ir«liaohftlnefltfr ■^i^tS* If 
Inga at Babyhm. do no wajr emtndM tkuM Mcte^ ff^Mi*!^ 
ttmonlM whtch a«crib« iu flr^t bulktloc «o Xiiaiod, aad u*"^ 
ins to stemJmub, m Botwiu mmbi Imt* to Mppo* 
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31. These aceonnts agree with true history in 
our books ; for in them it is written that Nebn- 
ehadnezzar, in the eighteenth year of his reign,* 
laid onr temple desoUtte, and so it Uty in that state 
of obscority for fifty years ; but that in the second 
Tear of the reign of Cyrus, its fonndations were 
laid, and it was finished again in the seoondf year 
of Darins. I will qow add the records of the Phcn- 
nicians ; for it will not be altogether snperflnoas to 
give the reader demonstrations more than enow on 
this occasion. In them we have this enumeration 
of the times ci their seyeral kings : — ** Nabuchodo- 
nosor besieged Tyre for thirteen years in the days 
of Ithobal, their idng ; after him reigned Baal, ten 
years ; after him were judges appointed, who judged 
the people : Ecnibalus, Uie son of Balsacus, two 
months ; CSielbes, the son of Abdeus, ten months ; 
Abhar, the high-priest, three months ; Mitgonns 
Gerastratus, the sons of Abdelemus, were judges 
six years ; after whom Balatoma reigneid one 
year ; after his death, they sent and fetched 
Merbalus from Babylon, who reigned four years ; 
after his death, they sent for his brother Hirom, 
who reigned twenty years. Under his reign Cyrus 
became king of Persia." So that the whole inter- 
val is fifty-four years besides three months ; for in 
the seventh year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, 
be besan to besiege Tyre ; and Cyrus the Persian, 
took the kingdom in the fourteentti year of Hirom. 
So that the records of the Chaldeans and Tyrians, 
agree with our writmgs about this temple; and 
tlie testimonies here produoed are an indi^ntable 
and undeniable attestation to the antiquity of our 
nation ; and I suppose that what I have already 
said, may be sumcient to such as are not very 
contentious. 

22. But now it is proper to satisfy the inquiry of 
those that disbelieve the records of barbarians, and 
think none but Greeks to be worthy of credit, and 
to produce many of these very Greeks who were 
acquainted with our nation, and to set before them 
such as upon occasion have made mentkm of us in 
their own writings. Pythagoras, therefore, of Samos, 
lived in very ancient times, and was esteemed a 
person superior to all philosophers, in wisdom and 
piety towards God. Now it is plain that he did not 
only know onr doctrines, but was in very great 
measure a follower and admiite of them. Tkeie 
is not indeed extant any writing that is owned for 
bis ^ but many there are who have written his 
bistoiy, of whom Hermippus is the Inost celebn^ 
ted, who was a person very inquisitive in all sorts 
of history. Now this Hermippus, in his first book 
oonoeming Pythagoras^ speaks thus ^--'< That Py- 
tliagoras, upon the death of one of his assodatosy 
whose name was Galliphon, a Gvotoniate ^v birth, 
affirmed that tbis roan's soul conversed with him 
both night and day, and enjoined him not to pass 
over a place where an ass bad fallen down ; as also 
not to drink of such waters as caused thirst again ; 



• Thto nnmbcr In JomjAw. that VtboshadacL 

III* la Um tlchtMnth jmrofhiB nlfm, la » mtouk* la tlM alatty of 
ehraiotonr ; fk»r U wm in Um nInetMnth. ^ 

f »• toM Bomte hm te Um j«w of Dmrtan, la »hleh tlM Mcoad 

^l^tJT J"****?!!? **•?•*" "»• "««* **«*» •"»' !**«» «»p»^. « «>• 

•tsth with that of HjjmeaUas, or th« trnth with that of KwMbiM, to vtrv 
nnoH-tato I M »• had b«t Mlow Jwaphiu** own aMoont •l^hni, 

oTtha Old TMtamant, aftar tha Maond olbjnm, U&aft w«k waa lotailw 
riil»tad till the caoond of Barhw, whan in Mtan y«an » w«t flaiahad la 
Iha alnth ot Dariua. 




and to abstain from all sorts of reproaches." Af- 
ter which he adds thus : — *^ This he said in imita- 
tion of the doctrines of tbe Jews and Thraeians, 
which he transferred into hts own ^ilosopby." 
For it is very truly affirmed of tbis JPytfaagonis, 
that he took a great many of the laws of the Jews 
into his own philosophy. Nor was our nation un- 
known of old to several of the Gxeeiaa oties, and 
indeed was thought worthy of imitation by some of 
them. This is declared by Theophrastos,. in his 
writings 4Sonceniing laws ; for he says that ** the 
laws of the Tyrians forbid men to swear foreiga 
oaths." Among whieh he ennsserates some others, 
and particularly that called Corban ; which oatb 
can only be found among the Jews, and declares 
what a man may call ** A thing devoted to God." 
Nor indeed was Herodotus, of Halicamassns, nn-^ 
acquainted with our nation, but mentions it sfler a 
way of his own, when he saith thus, in the second 
book eonceraing the Colchians. His words are 
these :—^* The only people who were envumcised 
in their privy members originally, were tiM Colchi- 
ans, the Egyptians, and we Ethiopians ; but the 
Phoenicians and these Syrians that are in Palestine^ 
confess that they learned it from the Egyptians ; 
and as for those Syrians who live about the rivers 
Therraodon and Parthenius, and their neighbours 
the Blaerones, they say they have already learned 
it from the Colchians ; for these are the only peo- 
ple that are circumcised among mankind, and ap- 
pear to have done the very same thing with the 



Egyptians ; but ss for the Egyptians and Ethiopi- 
ans themselvea, I am notable to sav which of them 
recived it from the other.*' Thu therefore is what 
Herodotus says, that ** the Syrians that are in Pa- 
lestine are circumcised." But there are no inhabi- 
tants of Palestine that are circumcised, excepting 
the Jews ; and therefore it must be his knowledge 
of them that enabled him to speak so much con- 
cerning them. Cherilus§ also, a still ancienter 
writer, and a poet, makes mention of oar nation, 
and informs us that it came to the pBsistanee of 
king Xerxes, in his expedition against (Heeee ; for 
in his enumeration of all those nations, be last of 
all inserts ours among the rest, when he says :--* 
^ At the last there sMsed over a people, wonderful 
to be beheld ; for they spake the Phosnician tongue 
with their mouths ; they dwelt in the Sdymeaa 
mountains, near a broad lake : their heads were 
sooty ; they had round rasures on them i their 
heads and faces were like nasty horse-heads also^ 
that bad been hardened in the smoke." I think, 
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therefore, that it is evident to every body that Che- 
rilas means us, because the Solymean mountains 
are in our country, wherein we inhabit, as is also 
the bke Asphaltitis ; for this is a broader and 
larger bke than any other that is in Syria : and 
thus does Cherilns make mention of us. But now 
that not only the lowest sort of the Grecians, but 
those that are held in the greatest admiration for 
their philesophie improvements among them, did 
not omy know the Jews, but, when Uiey lighted 
upon any of them, admired them also, it is easy for 
any one to know , for Clearchus, who was the 
selwlar of Aristotle, and inferior to no one of the 
Peripatetioi whomsoever, in his first book concern- 
ing sleep, says that << Anstotle, his master, relatud 
what follows of a Jew," and sets down Aristotle's 
own disoourse with him. The account is this, as 
written down by him : *' Now, for a great part of 
what this Jew said, it would be too long to recite 
it ; but what includes in it both wonder and philo* 
sophy, it may not be amiss to discourse of. Now, 
that I majr be phun with thee, Hyperochides, I 
shall herein seem to thee to relate wonders, and 
what will resemble dreams themselves. Hereupon 
Hyperochides answered modestly, and said. For 
that very reason it is that all of us are very desir- 
ous of hearing what thou art going to say. Then 
replied Aristotle, For this cause it will be the best 
way to imitate that rule of the Rhetoricians, which 
requires us first to give an aooount of the man, and 
of what nation he was, that so we may not contra- 
dict our master's directions. Then said Hypero- 
chides, Go on, if it so pleases thee. This man 
then [answered Aristotle], was by birth a Jew, 
and came from Celesyria ; these Jews are derived 
from the Indian philosophers ; they are named bv 
the Indians Calami, and by the Syrians Judml, 
and took theur name from the country they inhabit, 
which is called Jndea ; but for the name of their 
city it is a very awkward one, for they call it Jem- 
aalem. Now this man, when he was hospitably 
treated by a.great many, came down from the up- 
per country to the places near the sea, and became 
a Grecian, not only in Ids language, but in his soul 
also ; insomuch that when we ourselves happened 
to be in Asia about the same places whither he 
«ame, he oonversed with us and with all other phi- 
losophical persons, and made a trial of our skill in 
phihMophy *; and as he had lived with many learned 
men, he communicated to us more information than 
he received from us." This is Aristotle's account 
pf the matter, aa given us by dearehus ; which 
Aristotle discoursed also particularlv of the great 
and wonderful fortitude of this Jew m his diet, and 
oontment way of living, aa those that please may 
learn more about bun from Glearehns's book itself ; 
for I avoid setting down any more than is sufficient 
for my purpose. Now Clearchus said this hy way 
of digression, for his main design was of another 
nature ; but for Hecateus of Abdera, who was both 
a philosopher, and one very useful in an active life, 
he was eontemporaiy with king Alexander in his 
Toutli, and afterward was with Ptolemy, the son of 
l4agus ; he did not write about the Jewish affairs 
by the bye only, but composed an entire book con- 
cerning the Jews themselves ; out of which book I 
am willing to run over a few things, of which I have 
been treating, by way of epitome. And in the first 
place, I will demonstrate the time when this Heca- 
teus lived ; for he mentions the fight that was be- 
tween Ptolemy and Demetrius about Gaza, which 



was fouf^ht in the eleventh year after the d«sth 1 1 
Alexander, and in the hundred and aeTsntMoA 
olympiad, as Castor says in his history. For«beq 
he had set down this olympiad, he says brther, 
that « on this olympiad Ptolemy, the son of Upa, 
beat in battle ]>emetrimi, the son of Antifpnos, vbo 
was named PoliororetM, at Gaa." Now, it ii 
agreed by all, that Alexander died m the handnd 
and fourteenth olympiad ; it is therefore evident, 
that our nation flourished in his time, and in the 
time of Alexander. Again, Hecateus «ys to th« 
same purpose, as follows :— « Ptolemy got po«s. 
sion of the pUces in Syria afterthe bsttle stGaa; 
and numy, when they heard of Ptdenay's modeia- 
tion and humanity, went along with him to Egypt, 
and were willing to asstst htm in his afEun ; ooeci 
whom (Hecateus says) was Hezekiah,* the higb- 
priest of the Jews ; a man of about sixty-iiz 7«m« 
of age, and in great dignity among hu own people. 
He was a very sensible man, and could speak ntj 
movingly, and was very skilful in the maoaMiiKDt 
of affairs, if any other man ever were so ; althougki 
as he says, all the priests of the Jews took tithesof 
the products of the earth, and mansged pnhiie af- 
lairs, and were in number not above fifteen hmidred 
at the most" Hecateus mentions this Heiekiah a 
second time, and says, that *< as he was poMed of 
so great a dignity, and was become fomiliar vitb 
us, so did he take certain of those that were vitb 
him, and explained to them all the dreomitaoeei 
of theur people ; for he had all their habitatiossud 
polity down in writing." Moreover, Hecatem de- 
clares again, «* what regard we have for oor law^ 
and that we resolve to endure anything rather than 
transgress them, because we think it right for law 
do so." Whereupon he adds, that, ''althooshtbej 
are in a bad reputation among their neighbooOf 
and among all those that eome to them, sod have 
been often treated injuriously by the kings tfdp^ 
vemors of Persia, yet can they not be <ii>""*J*J 
from actmg what they think best ; but that vhea 
they are stripped on this aocoont, and have lor 
meats inflicted upon them, and they are bronghtlo 
the- most terrible kinds of death, they meet tbcia 
after a most extraoi^inary manner, beyond all otber 
people, and will not renounce the religion of tbtf 
forefathers." Hecateus also prodnoee demoOBtia- 
tions not a few of this theur resolute tenaeiottsoeii 
of their hiws, when bespeaks thus : «« Alesander 
was once at Babylon, and had an intentioD to re- 
buUd the temple of Belos that was faUen to deea;, 
and in order thereto, he commanded all his aoldierf 
in general to bring earth thither. But the Jen 
and they only, would not comply with •^J'^ 
mand ; nay, they underwent stripes and S<**^^^ 
of what they had on this aoeounty tiU the king i^ 

Bire them, and permitted them to live in ^!^ 
e adds farther, that, «when the ^^^^^f^^S^ 
came to them into that country, and demolished tw 
[old] temples and the altars, they assisted tfaeow 
demolishing them aU rf but [for not ssostinff tfi^ 
in rebuilding them] they either '"»^"^****.lfS 
or sometimes obtained forgiveness." He '^^r^ 
ther, that « these men deserve to be AdmiPBd «■ 
that account." He also speaks of the ^'^J^ 
pulousnesB of our nation, and says, that ** the r 
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Btans formerly carried away many ten thoasands of 
oar people to Babylon, as also that not a few ten 
thousands were removed after Alexander's death 
into Egypt and Phcenicia, by reason of the sedition 
that was arisen in Syria." The same person takes 
notice in his history, how large the country is which 
we inhabit, as well as of its excellent character, 
and says, that ''the land in which the Jews inhabit 
contains three millions of aroune,*and is generally 
of a meet excellent and most fmitful soil ; nor is 
Judea of lesser dimensions." The same man des- 
cribes our city Jerusalem also itself as of a most 
excellent structure, and very large, and inhabited 
from the most ancient times. He also discourses 
of the multitude of men in it, and of the construc- 
tion of our temple, after the following manner : — 
<^ There are many strong places and villages (says 
he) in the country of Judea ; but one strong city 
there is, about fifty furlongs in circumference, 
which is inhabited by a hundred and twenty thou- 
sand men, or thereabouts :t they call it Jerusalem. 
There is about the middle of tlie city, a wall of 
stone, the length of which "Ss five hundred feet, and 
the breadth a hundred cubits, with double cloisters; 
wherein there is a square altar, not made of hewn 
stone, but composed of white stones gathered toge- 
ther, having each side twenty cubits long, and its 
altitude ten cubits. Hard by it is a large edifice, 
wherein there is an altar and a candlestick, both of 
gold, and in weight two talents ; upon these there 
is a light that is never extinguished, neitlier by 
night nor by day. There is no image, nor any 
thing, nor any donations therein ; nothing at all is 
there planted, neither grove nor any thing of that 
sort. The priests abide therein both nights and 
days, performing certain purifications, and drinking 
not the least drop of wine while they are in tiie 
temple." Moreover, he attests that we Jews went 
as auxiliaries along with king Alexander, after him 
with his successors. I will add farther what he 
says he learned when he was himself with tlie same 
army, concerning the actions of a man tltat was a 
Jew. His words are these: — ^•'As 1 was myself 
going to the Red Sea, there followed us a man, 
whose name was Mosollam ; he was one of the 
Jewish horsemen who conducted us; he was a 
person of great courage, of a strong body, and hy 
all allowed to be the most skilful archer tliat was 
either among the Greeks or barbarians. Now this 
nan, as people were in great numbers passing along 
the road, and a certain augur was observing an 
nugury by a bird, and requiring them all to stand 
stiil, inquired what they staid for. Hereupon the 

* This Bmnb«r of anmnt or XgTptfaui acres, 8,000,000, meh tttmtm 
containing A •vura oT om buadrwl KHrptiu cubit, (being about tbrM 

3aaftm of an XiiglUh aerv, and Jutt twtca Um area of tb* oourt of iba 
■wi«h tabcniaeic), aa oontalavd in the eountnr of J udea. *1U be about 
cme>thinl of the entire nwnber of aroune hi the whole Und of Jodea ; 
•appoklug It one humired and sixtjr meaaund miles long, and seventy 
•neh miles broad ; which esUmatlon, fur the firultful parts of it. as per. 
m,-^ 1 .- u „.. . w.^, .- , »- . .^^ ^^ 

e not very 
- -. iio, ofthe 
^ - ^ ^ - -i. 8, makes its wall thirtjr-ihree rurlufigR, besides 

the suburbs and taitlensj nay, he says, b. v. eb. xii. sKt.8, that Tims'. 
wall about It at some small aUutnee, alter the gardvns and kObnrbe 
were dctlroyed, was not leaa thaii thirtjr-uine fhrlunga. Mor perliape 
evere its oooatant inhabitants, in the days of >leaa(eus, many more ihu 
theee 1»,U00. tk-oaase t«om was always to be lea fur vastly greater 
numbers which came up at the thrpe grvat (tatlvab; to i-ay nothing of 
the probaltle iiiorease in their number between the days of Ucbateus 
And Josephus, whieli was at feast three huoditd ysar^ ; but see a man 
withenttc account of some of thesa measures in my Dcseriptlon of the 
Jlewlsh Temples. However, we are not to expeet that suoh hcatheni as 
Oherilus or H««at«iu. <« the re*t that an cited by Josephut and KuM. 
bm«, ouuld avoid making any mistake in the Jewish hlMory, while yet 
•hcystrungly oeaBrm the same hbtci^ in the geotml, and are moat 
vailuable aitestatlou le those more authentic aeoounia we have iu the 
Senprurss and JoMpbos oonoferaing them, 
f Sae the above note. 
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augur showed him the bird from whence he took 
his augury, and told him that if the bird staid 
where he was, they ought all to stand still ; but 
that if he got up, and flew onward, tliey must go 
forward ; but that if he flew backward, they must 
retire again. Mosollam made no reply, but drew 
his bow, and shot at the bird, and hit him, and 
killed him ; and as the asgnr and some others were 
very angry, and wished imprecations upon him, lie 
answered them thus : — Why are you so mad as to 
take this most unhappy bird into your hands ! for 
» how can this bird give us any true information con- 
cerning our march, which could not foresee to save 
himself I for had he been able to foreknow what 
was future, he would not have come to this place, 
but would have been afraid lest Mosollam the Jew 
would shoot at him, and kill him." But of Heea- 
teus's testimonies we have said enough ; for as to 
such as desire to know more of tliem, they may 
easily obtain them from his book itself. However, 
I shall not think it too much for me to name Aga- 
tharchides, as having made mention of us Jews, 
though in way of derision at our simplicity, as he 
supposes it to be ; for when he was discoursing of 
the aflairs of Stratonice, <* how she came out of 
Macedonia into Syria, and left her husband Deme- 
trius, while yet Seleucus would not marry her as 
she expected, but during the time of his raising an 
army at Babylon, stirred up a seditiou about An- 
tioch ; and how after that the king came back, and 
upon his taking of Antioch, she fled to Seleucia, and 
had it in her power to sail away immediately, yet 
did she comply with a dream which forbade her so 
to do, and so was caught and put to death." When 
Agatharchides had premised this story, and luid 
jested upon Stratonice for her superstition, he gives 
a like example of what was reported concemiug us, 
and writes thus :—** There are a people called Jews, 
who dwell in a city the strongest of all other cities, 
which the inhabitants call Jerusalem, and are ac- 
customed to rest on every seventh day '^^ on which 
times tliey make no use^of their arms, nor meddle 
with husbandry, nor take care of any affairs of life, 
but spread out their hands in their holy places, and 
pray till the evening. Now it came to pass, that 
when Ptolemy, the son of Lagus, came into tlris 
city with his army, tliese men, in observing this 
mad custom of tlieirs, instead of guarding the city, 
suffered their country to submit itself to a bitter 
lord ; and their law was openly proved to have 
cammanded a foolish praouce.§ This accident 
taught all other men but the Jews to disregard such 
dreams as these were, and not to follow the like 
idle suggestions delivered as a law, when, in such 
uncertainty of human reasonings, they are at a loss 
what they sliould do." Now this our procedure 
seems a ridiculous thing to Agatharchides, but will 
appear to such as consider it without prejudice a 
great thing, and what deserved a great many enco- 
miums ; 1 mean, when certain men constantly pre- 
fer the observation of their laws, and their religion 
towards God, before the preservation of themselTes 
and their country. * 

23. Now, that some writers have omitted to 
mention our nation, not because they knew nothing 
of us, but because they envied us, or for some other 
unjustifiable reasons, i think I can demonstrate by 
particular instances ; for Hieronymus, who wrote 



t A gloffhH tastlmoay this of the o b as n athm at the Sabbath kf tha 
Jews. See Antlq. b. xvl. oh. il. sect. 4; and eh. vl. seat. 1; the Utt, 
scot. Ml and War, b. tv. ch. ix. seet. I& 
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the History of [Alexander's] Successors, lired at 
the same time with Hecateus, and was a friend of 
king Antigonus, and president of Syria. Now, it is 
plain that Hecateus wrote an entire book concern- 
ing uSy while Hieronymus never mentions us in his 
history, although he was bred up very near to the 
places where we live. Thus different from ono 
another are the inclinations of men ; while the one 
thought we deserved to be carefully remembered, 
BO some ill* disposed passion blinded the other's 
mind so entirely, that he could not discern the 
truth. And now certainly the foregoing recordi of^ 
the Egyptians, and Chaldeans, and Phoenicians, 
together with so many of the Greek writers, will be 
sufficient for the demonstration of our antiquity. 
Moreover, besides those forementioned, Theophilus, 
and Theodotus, and Mnaseas, and Aristophanes, 
and Hermogenes, Euhemerus alw, and Conon, and 
Zopyrion, and perhaps many others (for I have not 
lighted upon all the Greek books) have made dis- 
tinct mention of us. It is true, many of the men 
beforementioned have made great mistakes about 
the true acoouzits of our nation in the earliest times, 
because they had not perused our sacred books ; 
yet have they all of them afforded their testimony 
to our antiquity, concerning which I am now treat- 
ing. However Demetrius rhalereus, and the elder 
Philo, with Eupolemus, have not greatly missed the 
truth about our afl&irs ; whose lesser mistakes ought 
therefore to be forgiven them ; for it was not in 
their power to understand our writings with the 
utmost accuracy. 

24. One particular there is s'till remaining behind 
of what I at first proposed to speak to, and that is 
to demonstrate that those calumnies and reproaches, 
which some hate thrown upon our nation, are lies, 
And to make use of those writers' own testimonies 
against themselves : and that in general tills self- 
contradiction hath happened to many other authors 
by reason of their ill-will to some people, I conclude, 
is not unknown to such as have read histories with 
sufficient care ; for some of them have endeavoured 
to disgrace the nobility of certain nations, and of 
some of the most glorious cities, and have cast re- 

E roaches upon certain forms of government. Thus 
ath Theopompus abused the city of Athens, Poly- 
erates that of Lacedemon, as hath he that wrote 
the Tripoliticus (for he is not Theopompus, as is 
supposed by some) done by the city of Thebes. 
Timeus also hath greatly abused the foregoing peo- 
ple and others also ; and this ill treatment they use 
ohiefly when they have a contest with men of the 
greatest reputation : some, out of envy and malice, 
—and others as supposing that by this foolish talk- 
ing of theirs they may be thought worthy of being 
remembered themselves ; and indeed they do by 
no means fail of their hopes, with regard to the 
foolish part of mankind, but men of sober judgment 
still condemn them of great malignity. 

25. Now the Egyptians were the first that cast 
roprooohes upon vu ; in order to please which na- 
tion, some others yndertook to pervert the truth, 
while they would neither own that our forefathers 
came into Egypt from another country, as the fact 
was, nor give a true account of our departure 
thence ; and indeed the Egyptians took many oc- 
casions to hat« us and envy us : in the first place, 
because our ancestors had had the dominion over 
thoir country,* and when they were delivered from 

• The riiCTDkdftn •hefthcnli, whom JoMphnt mfalook tot tba XsMw. 
Hh. am tto aoU on Mol. je. 



them, and gone to their own ooontzy aijaia, they 
lived there in prosperity. In the next place, the 
difference of our religkm from theirs hath oeea* 
sioned great enmity between us, while our vty o( 
divine worship did as much eiLceed that wWdilheir 
laws appointed, as does the natore of God exceed 
that of brute beasts ; for so lltt they all igwe 
through the whole country, to esteem wich animih 
as gods, although tliey differ/rom one aDothera 
the peculiar worship they severally pay to ibem ; 
and certainly men they are entirely of vain md 
foolish minds, who have thus accustomed tfaenselvei 
from the beginning to have such bad notiom e«- 
ceming their gods, and could not think of imititoj 
that decent form of divine worship which weBa« 
use of, tliough, when they saw our institrtiwa ap- 
proved of by many others, they could not botea^ 
us on that account ; for some of them bafc p 
oeeded to tlrnt degreeof folly and meanness in ttor 
conduct, as not to scruple to contradict their 9^ 
ancient records, nay, to contradict themsckes jlso 
in theup writings, and yet were so blinded by then 
passions as not to discern it. , 

26. And now I will turn my discourse to coeei 
tlieir principal writers, whom I have a>"l«J^ 
made use of as a witness to our antiquity ; I ibc«b 
Manetho.t He promiaed to interpret llw Egyp^ 
history out of their sacred writings, and ptefflae" 
this : that «*Our people bad come "»^^i 
many ten thousand in number, and 8"WiK<i' 
inhabitants ;" and when he had fcrther coiife*^ 
that " We went out of that country »^j^7^ 
settled in that country which fa now ^^^f/'S 
and there built Jerusalem and its temple- * _ 
thus far he foUowed hU ancient records ; m »» 
this he permits himself, in order to appwr to 
written' what rumours and reports passed w 
about the Jews, and introduces inc'«*^**,°!X 
tions, as if he would have the Egyptian m^m^ 
that had the leprosy and other distempcrt, » ^ 
been mixed with us, as he says ^^''^fZt^ 
that tliey were condemned to fly out of tg^ 
gether ; for he mentions Amenophis, a «« 
king's name, though on that account he (ior»^ 
set down the number of years of his 'J^^J. j^ 
yet he had accurately done as to tlie «"»fJ'J^.ri« 
mentions ; he then ascribes <»'***" ''*,rten 1»« 
to this king, as having in a manner w*?^ ^ 
he had abready reUted that the ^^P^u^ 
shepherds for Jerusalem had been nw ^jp- 
and eighteen years before ; for Tethmosisjwf ^ 
when they went away Now, from hw ^}^^ 
reigns of tlie intermediate kings, '^'^ . ft*.^liiee 
netho, amounted to three hundredandnui j ^ 
years, as he says hunself, till the two ^^^^ 
thos and Hermeus ; the one of whom, ae*" ^j^ 
caUed by that other name of EgyP^ *Z^e^^ 
otlier, Hermeus, by that of Danaus. **J f^ign*! 
that SethoB cast Uie other out of EgyP^ ''S^tifi 
fifty-nme yeiOT, as did his ^^^^^^f^S^ 
reign after him sixty-six years. J'f^ugei terB 
therefore acknowledged that our fore»w«» 

i In rMdtng UiU ud Um 
pBi-tt of the nwxt, on* majr aui' . 

did author, iompKiu, wu too hlyhliy .^m *^- _■» 

lumalMor lliUMiho, and tb« otW bluer •'**^iata«r^kaf 
whom h« had now to d«al, and wasthanby 0*"{^^ |m «>« "leirt 
aiid paasion than ordinary, and that by coo«»J**^ ^f^tt ** "S 
reaaoo with hia usual flaimaoi and inpV<^'f.L|blhi»««<*^S 
•om«tlni«s from th« brt* Ity and >lnoMliy << * ^^^^^Ao^^*L^ 
it taU gnnd eharaoMr, and iodnlgeBthaprottxltyaM^Tth** ^Hk« 
and a di^potaat : aoewdtn^y, I confltaH I >***^.i!^ -'—^ * - 
with iM* plMMiN, than I do the f«rt of bivV^TlMn 
b«U«v« th« repiuaohM caat oii tha iww, whicB v 
coBfubi and expoM, wtn whoUy grouiMltaai m^^i 
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fcone oat of Eirypt bo many years ago he introduces 
his fictitious kinx Amenophis, and says thus: — 
M Thia long was desirous to become a spectator of 
tlie gods, as had Orus, one of his predecessors in 
that kingdom, desired the same before him ; he 
also cornmomeated that his desire to his namesake 
Amenopbis, idio was the son of Papis, and one that 
seemed to partake of a divine nature, both as to 
wisdom and the knowledge of futuries." Manetiio 
adds, ** How this namesake of his told him that he 
might nee the gods, if he would clear the wliole 
comitiy of the lepers and of the other impure peo- 
ple ; tiat the king was pleased with this injunction, 
and got together all that had any defects in their 
bodies out of Egypt. And that their number was 
eighty thousand ; whom he sent to those quarries 
wliich are on the east sideof the Nile, that they 
might work in them, and might be sepamted from 
the rest of the Egyptians." He says farther, that 
" There were some of the learned priests that were 
polluted with the leproey ; but that sUU tliis Ame- 
nophis, Uie wise man and the prophet, was afraid 
that the gods would be angry at him and at the king, 
if there Mould appear to nave been violence offered 
them ; who also a!dded this farther [out of his saga- 
city about futuries], that certain people would come 
to the assistance of these pollnted wretches, and 
would conquer Egypt, and keep it in their posBOssion 
thirteen years : that, however, be durst not tell the 
king of these things, but tliat he left a writing be- 
liiud him about all those matters, and then slew 
himself, which made the king diBconsolate.*' After 
which he writes thus, ^inrbatim : — ^* After those 
that were sent to work in the quarries had con- 
filmed in that miserable state for a long while, the 
king was desired that he would set apart the city 
Avaris, which was then left desolate of the shep- 
herds, for their habitation and protection ; which 
desire he granted them. Now this city, accoi'ding 
to the ancient theology, was Trypho^s city. But 
when these men were gotten into it, and found the 
place fit for a revolt, they appointed themselves a 
ruler out of the priests of UeliopoUs* whose name 
was Osarsipli, and they took their oaths that they 
would be obedient to him in all things. He tlien, 
in the first place, made this law for tbem. That 
they shoold neither worship the Egyptian gods, nor 
should abstain from any one of tlioee sacred animals 
which they have in the highest esteem, but kill and 
destroy them all ; that they should join themselves 
to nobody but to those that were of this confeder- 
acy. — When he had made such laws as these, and 
many more such as were mainly opposite to the 
oustoms of the Egyptians,* he gave order that they 
should use the miUtitade of the hands they had in 
building walls about their city, and make themselves 
ready for a war with king Ameoophisy while he did 
himself take into his friendship the other priests 
and those that were polluted with them, and sent 
ambassadors to those shepherds who had been dri- 
ven out of the land by Tethmosis to the citv called 
Jerusalem ; whereby he informed them of his own 
affairs, and of the state of those others that had 
been treated after such an ignominious manner, 
and desired that they would come with one consent 
to his assistance in this war against Egypt. He 
also promised that he would, in the first pUce, bring 
them back to their ancient city and country Avans, 

« This U • Tcry valaabto tMtUtaonj of MaiMlho, that ih« lam of 
Oi>«alpli, or Mows, were notOMda ia eomplianee with, but in oppoal. 
ilMi Uf tm oustona of the Egypt iaoa. Am tk» lauta uo ▲nliy. b. lii. eb. 
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and provide a plentiful maintenance for their mul- 
titude ; that he would protect them and fight for 
them as occasion should require, and would easily 
reduee the country under tneir dominion. These 
shepherds were all very glad of this message, and 
came away with alacrity all together, being in num- 
ber two hundred thousand men ; and in a little 
time they came to Avaris. And now Amenophis 
the king of E|^pt, upon his being informed of their 
invasion, was m great confusion, as calling to mind 
what Amenophis, the son of Papis, had foretold 
him ; and, in the first place, he assembled the mi4- 
titude of the Egyptians, and took counsel with their 
leaders, and sent for their sacred animals to him, 
especially the priests distinctly, that they should 
hide for those that were principally worshipped in 
the temples, and gave a particular charge to the 
images of their gods with the utmost care. He also • 
sent his son Sethos, who was also named Ramesses 
from his father Rhampses, being but five years old, 
to a friend of his. He then passed on with tlie rest 
of the Egyptians, being three hundred thousand of 
the most warlike of them, against the enemy, who 
met them. Yet did he not join battle with them ; 
but thinking that would be to fight against the gods, 
he returned back and came to Memphis, where he 
took Apis and the other sacred animals which he 
had sent for to him, and presently marched into 
Ethiopia, togetlier with bis whole army and multi- 
tude of Egyptians ; for the king of Ethiopia was 
under an obligation to him, on which account he 
received him, and took care of all the multitude 
that was with him, while the country supplied all 
that wns necessary for the food of the men. He 
also allotted cities and vilhiges for this exile, that 
was to be from its beginning during those fatally 
determined thirteen years. Moreover, he pitched 
a camp for his Ethiopian army, as a guard to king 
Amenophis, upon the borders of Egypt And this 
was the state of things in Ethiopia. But for the 
people of Jerusalem, when they came down toge- 
ther with the polluted Egyptians, they treated the 
men in such a barbarous manner, that those who 
saw how they subdued the forementioned country, 
and the horrid wickedness they were guilty of, 
thought it a most dreadful thing ; for they did not 
only set the cities and villages on fire, but were not 
satisfied till they had been guilty of sacrilege, and 
destroyed the images of the gods, and used them in 
roasting those sacred animate that used to be wor- 
shipped, and forced the priests and prophets to be 
the executioners and murderers of those animals, 
and then ejected them naked out of the country. 
It was also reported that the priest, who ordained 
their polity and their kws, was by birth of Helio- 
polis ; and his name Osarsiph from Osiris, who was 
tlie god of Heliopolis ; but that when he was gone 
over to these people, his name was changed, and 
he was called Moses." 

27. This is what the Egyptians relate about the 
Jews, with much more, which I omit for the sake 
of brevity. But still Manetho goes on, that ** After 
this, Amenophis returned from Ethiopia with a 
great army, as did his son Rhampses with another 
army also, and that both of them joined battle with 
the shepherds and the polluted people, and beat 
them and slew a great many of tbem, and pursued 
them to the bounds of Syria." These and the like 
accounts are written by Manetho. But I will de- 
monstrate that he trifles, and tells arrant lies, after 
I have made a distiuciiou which will relate to> wiiat 
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I am gmog to say about him ; for this Manetho had 
granted and confessed that this nation was not ori- 
ginally Egyptian, bat that they had come from 
another country, and subdued E^ypt, and went 
away again ont of it But that those Egyptians 
who were thus diseased in their bodies were not 
mingled with us afterward, and that Moses who 
brought the people out was not one of that company, 
but lived many generations earlier, I shall endea- 
vour to demonstrate from Idanetho's own accounts 
themselves. 

28. Now, for the first occasion of this fiction, 
Manetho supposes what is no better than a ridicu- 
lous thing ; for he says that ** King Amenophis de- 
aired to see the gods." What gods, I pray, did he 
desire to see I If he meant the gods whom their 
laws ordained to be worshipped, the ox, the goat, 
the crooodiie, and the baboon, he saw them already ; 
but for the heavenly gods, how could he see them, 
and what should occasion this his desire 1 To be 
sure, it was because another king before him had 
already seen them. He had then been informed 
what sort of gods they were, and after what man- 
ner they had been seen, insomuch that he did not 
stand in need of any new artifice for obtaining tliis 
sight. However, the prophet by whose means the 
king thought to oompass his desien was a wise man. 
If BO, how came he not to know uiatsuch his desire 
was impossible to be accomplished 1 for the event 
did not succeed. And what pretence could tliere 
be to suppose that the gods would not be seen by 
reason of the people's maims in their bodies, or 
leprosy 1 for the gods are not angry at the imper- 
fection of bodies but at wicked practices ; and as to 
eighty thousand lepers, and those in an ill state also, 
how is it possible to have tliem gathered together 
in one day t nay, how came the king not to comply 
with \fke prophet I for his injunction was, that tliose 
that were maimed should be expelled out of Egypt, 
while the king only sent them to work in the quar- 
ries, as if he were ratlier in want of labourers, than 
intended to purge his country. He says farther, 
that ** This prophet slew himself, as foreseeing the 
anger of the gods, and those events which were to 
oome upon Egypt afterward ; and that he left this 
prediction for the king in writing." Besides, how 
came it to pass that tliis prophet did not foreknow 
his own death at the first I nay, how came he not to 
contradict the king in his desire to see the gods 
immediately t how came that unreasonable dread 
upon him of judgments that were not to happen in 
bis life-time ; or what worse tiling could he suffer, 
out of the fear of which he made haste to kill 
himself t But now let us see the silliest thing of 
all : — the king, although he had been informed of 
these things, and terrified witli the fear of what was 
to come, yet did not he even then eject these 
maimed people out of his country, when it had been 
foretold him that he was to clear Egypt of them ; 
but, as Manetlio says, ^* He then, upon tiieir request, 
gave them that city to inhabit, which had formerly 
belonged to the shepherds, and was called Avaris ; 
whither when they were gone in crowds (he says) 
they chose one that had formerly been priest of 
Heliopolis ; and that tliis priest first ordained that 
they should neither worsliip tlie gods, nor abstain 
from those animals that were worshipped by the 
Egyptians, but should kill and eat them all, and 
should associate with nobody but thoae tliat had 
oonspired with them ; and that he bound the mul- 
titude by oaths to be sura to continue in those laws ; 



and that when he had bnilt a wall about Avaris, he 
made war against the king." Manetho adds also, 
tliat ** this priest sent to Jerusalem to invite that 
people to come to his amistance, and promised 
to give them Avaris ; for that it had belonged ta 
tlie forefathers of those that were coming from Je- 
rusalem, and that when they were come, thej made 
a war immediately against the king, and got pos- 
session of aU Eg^pt" He says also, that <«ths 
Egyptians came with an army of two hundred thou- 
sand men, and that Amenophis, the king of Egypt, 
not thinking that he ought to fight against the gods, 
nm away presently into Etliiopia, and committed 
Apis and certain other of their sacred animals te 
the priests, and commanded them to take care cf 
preserving them." He says furtlier, that ^'tbs 

EK>ple of Jerusalem came accordingly upon tbs 
gyptians, and overthrew their cities, nnd bant 
their temples, and slew tlieir horsemen, and in shoct 
abstained from no sort of wickedness nor barbarity : 
and for that priest who settled their polity and their 
laws," he says ^' he was by birth of Heliopolis, uoi 
his name was Osarsiph, from Osiris the god of He^ 
liopoiis ; but that he changed his name, and calkd 
himself Moses." He then says, that << on the thir- 
teenth year afterward, Amenophis, according to tbe 
fatal time of the duration of hi» mtsfortanea, caoM 
upon them out of Ethiopia with a great amy, and 
joining battle with the shepherds and with the pst- 
luted people, overcame tliem in battle, and slew a 
great many of them, and pursued them as £tf st 
the bounds of Syria." 

29. Now Manetho does not reflect npon tfas 
improbability of his lie ; for the leprous people^ 
and the multitude that was with them, althoogk 
they might formerly have been an|^ at the ki^ 
and at those that had treated them so coarsely, sod 
this according to the prediction of the prophet ; 
yet certainly, when they were come ont td tfat 
mines, and had received of the king a city, and t 
country, they would have grown milder towards 
him. However, liad they ever so much hated hia 
in. particular, they might have laid a private pfei 
against himself, but would hardly have made nr 
against all ihe Egyptians ; I mean this on the sc- 
count of the great kindred they who were so Bome* 
reus must have had among them. Nay still, if titej 
had resolved to fight with the men, they wooid nk 
have had impudence enough to fight with their 
gods ; nor would they have ordained laws qaia 
contrary to tliose of their own country, and to tiissi 
in which they had been bred up themaelTea. Yei 
are we beholden to Manetho, tliat he does not hv 
the principal charge of those horrid traaqgresBOM 
upon those tliat came from Jerosatom, bat as«t 
that the Egyptians themselves were the most gniir^ 
and tliat they were tlieir priests that oontrived 
tliese things, and made the multitude take thcff 
oaths for doing so ; but still how abanzd is it » 
suppose that none of these people's own. relanoM 
or friends should be prevailed with to revolt, nor ■ 
to undergo tlie hasaids of war with them ; vJua 
these polluted people were forced to send to Jen- 
salem, and bring their auxiliaries tram, theeee! 
What friendship, I pray, or what rdatioa «■ 
there formerly, between Uiem that reqatiwd ika 
assistance t On tlie contrary, these people wen 
enemies, and greatly differed from them in th^ 
customs. He says, mdeed, that they emfepUed ia- 
mediately, upon their promising tbsm tEiat thif 
should conquer Egypt ; as if tli^ did not thes- 
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mItoa very well know that country oat of which 
they had been driven by force. Now, had these 
men been in want, or lived miserably, perhaps they 
might have undertaken so hazardous an enterprise ; 
but as they dwelt in a happy city, and had a large 
country, and one better, tlian Egypt itself, how 
came it about, that for the sake of those that had 
of old been their enemies, of those that were maim- 
ed in their bodies, and of those whom none of their 
own relations would endure, they should run such 
hazards in assisting them ! For they could not 
foresee that the king would run away from them ; 
on the contrary, he saith himself, that *< Ameno- 

Shis's son had three hundred Uiousand men with 
im, and met them at Pelusium/' Now, to be 
■ure, those that came could not be ignorant of 
ibis ; but for the king's repentance and flight, how 
could they possibly guess at it t He then says, 
that ** tiiose who came from Jerusalem, and made 
this invasion, got the granaries of Egypt into their 
possession, and perpetrated many of the most hor- 
rid actions there." And thence he reproaches 
them, as though he had not himself introduced 
them as enemies, or as though he might accuse 
such as were invited from another place, for so 
doing, when the natural Egyptians themselves had 
done the same things before their coming, and had 
taken oaths so to do. However, ^ Amenophis, 
some time afterward, came upon them, and con- 
quered them in a battle, and slew his enemies, and 
drove them before him as far as Syria." As if 
Egypt wero so easily taken by people that came 
from any place wliatsoever ; and as if those that 
had conquered it by war, when they were informed 
that Amenophis was alive, did neither fortify the 
avenues of Ethiopia into it, although they had great 
advantages for doing it, nor did get their other 
forces ready for their defence 1 but that he followed 
them over the sandy desert, and slew them as far 
as Syria ; while yet it is not an easy thing for an 
army to paas over that country, even without 
fighting. 

30. Our nation, therefore, according to Manetho, 
was not derived from Egypt, nor were any of the 
Egyptians mingled with us ; for it is to be supposed, 
tl]^t many of the leprous and distemperod people 
were dead in the mines, since they had been there 
a long time, and in so iU a condition \ many others 
must be dead in the battles tliat happened after- 
ward, and more still in the Ust baitle and flight 
after it. 

31. It now remains that I debate with Manetho 
about Moses, Now the Egyptians acknowledge 
him to have been a wonderful, and a divine per- 
son ; nay, they would willingly lay claim to him 
themselves, though after a most abusive and incre- 
dible manner ; and pretend Uiat he was of Helio- 
polis, and one of the priests of that place, and was 
ejected out of it am^ng the rest, on account of his 
leprosy ; although it had beto demonstrated out of 
their records, that he lived five hundred and eigh- 
teen years earlier, and then brought our forefathera 
out of Egypt into tlie country that is now inhabited 
by us. But now that he was not subject in his 
body to any such calamity, is evident from what he 
himself tells us : for he forbade those that had the 
leprosy eitiier to eootinue in a city, or to inhabit a 
village, but commanded that they should go about 

py themselves with their clothes rout ; and declares 
that such as either touch them, or live under the 
same roof with them, should be esteemed unclean ; 



nay, mora, if any one of their diseases be healed, 
and he rocover his natural constitution again, he 
appointed them certain purifications and washings 
with spring- water, and the shaving of all their hair, 
and enjoins tliat they shall offer many sacrifices, 
and those of several kinds, and then at length, to 
be admitted into the holy city ; although it were to 
be expected that, on the con^ary, if he had been ; 
under the same calamity, he should have taken 
caro of such persons beforahand, and have had 
them treated after a kinder manner, as affected 
with a concern for those that wero to be under the 
like misfortunes with himself. Nor was it only 
those leprous people for whose sake he made these 
laws, but also for such as should be maimed in the 
smallest part of their body, who yet aro not per- 
mitted by him to officiate as priests ; nay, although 
any priest, already initiated, should have such a 
calamity fiiU upon him afterward, he ordered him 
to be deprived of his honour of officiating. How 
can it then be supposed that Moses should ordain 
such Uws Against nimself, to his own reproach and 
damage who so ordained them t Nor indeed is 
that other notion of Manetho at all probable, 
wheroin he rolates the change of his name, and 
says, that ** he was formerly called Osarsiph ;*' and 
this a name no way agreeable to the other, while 
his true name was MoUses, and signifies a person 
who is preserved out of the water, for the Egyp- 
tians call water MoU. I tliink, theroforo, I hk 
made it sufficiently evident that Manetho, while h 
followed his ancient records, did not much mistake 
the truth of the history ; but that.when he had 
recourse to fabulous stories, without any certain 
author, he either forged them himself, without any 
probability, or eke gave credit to some men who 
spake so, out of their ill-will to us. 

32. And now I have done with Manetho, I will 
inquiro into what Cheromon says ; for he also, 
when he pretended to write the Egyptian history, 
sets down the same name for this king that Mane- 
tho did, Amenophis, as also of his son Ramesses, 
and then goes on thus : — ^ The goddess Isis ap- 
peared to Amenophis in his sleep, and blamed him 
that her temple had been demolished in the war ; 
but that Phritiphantes, the sacred scribe, said to 
him, that in case he would purge Egypt of the men 
that had pollutions upon them, he should be no 
longer troubled with such frightful apparitions. 
That Amenophis accordingly chose out two hundred 
and fifty thousand of #iose that wero thus diseased, 
and cast them out of the country : that Moses and 
Joseph wero scribes, and Joseph was a sacred 
scribe ; that their names wero Egyptian originally ; 
that of Moses had been Tisithen, and that of «io- 
seph, Peteseph : that these two came to Pelusium, 
and lighted upon three hundred and eighty thou- 
sand that had been left there by Amenophis, he 
not being willing to carry them into Egypt ; that 
these scribes made a league of friendship with them, 
and made with them an expedition against Egypt : 
Uiat Amenophis could not sustain their attacks, but 
immediately fied mto Ethiopia, and left his wife 
with child behind him, who lay concealed in cer- 
tain caverns, and there brought forth a son, whose 
name was Messene, and who, when he was grown 
up to man's estate, pursued the Jewa into Syria, 
being about two hundred Uiousand men, and then 
received his father Amenophis out of Ethiopia." 

33. This is the account Cheremon gives na. 
Now. I tidce it foi; granted, that what 1 nave said 
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already, hath plainly proved the falsity of both 
these narrations ; for had there been any real trnth 
at the bottom, it was impossible that they should so 
greatly disagree about the particulars ; but for 
those that invent lies, what they write will easily 
give OS very different accounts, while they forge 
what they please, out of their own heads. Now, 
Manetho says that the king's desire of seeing the 
gods was the otigin of the ejection of the polluted 
people ; but Cheremon feigns that it was a dream 
of his own, sent upon him by Isis, that was the 
occasion of it. Manetho says that the person who 
foreshowed this purption of Egypt to the king, was 
Amenophis ; but this man says it was Phritiphan- 
tes. As to the numbers of the multitude that were 
expelled, they agree exceedingly well,* the former 
reckoning them eighty thousand, and the latter 
about two hundred and fifty thouf^and ! Now, for 
Manetho, he describes these polluted persons as 
sent first to work in the quarries, and says, that 
after that the city Avaris was given them for their 
habitation. As also, he relates that it was not till 
after they had made war with the rest of the Egyp- 
tians, that they invited the people of Jerusalem to 
eome to their assistance ; while Cheremon says 
only, thai they were gone out of Egypt, and lighted 
upon tliree hundred and eighty thousand men about 
Pelusium, who had been left there by Amenophis, 
and so they invaded Egypt with them again ; that 
thereupon Amenophis fled into Ethiopia ; but then, 
this Cheremon commits a most ridiculous blunder 
in not informing us who this army of so many ten 
thousands weae, or whence they came ; whether 
they were native Egyptians, or whether they came 
from a foreign country. Nor indeed has this man, 
who forged a dream from Isis about the leprous 
people, assigned the reason why the king would not 
bring them into Egypt Moreover, Cheremon sets 
down Joseph as dnven away at the same time with 
Moses, who yet died four generationsf before Mo- 
Bee ; which four generations make almost one hun- 
dred and seventy years. Besides all this, Rames- 
see, the son of Amenophis, by Manetho's account, 
was a young man, and assisted his father in his 
war, and left the country at the same time with 
him, and fled into Ethiopia : but Cheremon makes 
him to have been born in a certain cave, after his 
fitther was dead, and that he then overcame the 
Jews in battle, and drove them into Syria, being in 
number about two hundred thousand. O the levity 
of the man I for he neither tdid us who these threo 
hundred and eighty thousand were, nor how the 
four hundred and thirty thousand perished ; who- 
fher they fell in war, or went over to Ramesses ; 
and, what is stranges't of all, it is not possible to 
learn out of him, who they were whom he calls 
Jews, or to which of these two parties he applies 
that denomination, whether to the two hundred and 
fifty thousand leprous people, or to the three hun- 
dred and eighty thousand that were about Polusi- 
um. But perhaps it will be looked upon as a silly 
thing in me to make any larger confutation of sucli 
writers as suiBciently confute themselves ; for had 
they been only confuted by other men, it had been 
more tolerable. 

34. I shall now add to these accounts about 
Manetho and Cheremon, somewhat about Lysima- 

' Bj way orironj, I mppam, 

t H*-r« w« Msthnt JoOTpbuMMttrmed agmMmtion baCwcwi Jovph 
and Mo«aiolM«beitttfor4BT«ar.; wtatoh. If taiMn brtwwn Um car. 
Ijtir ehnurrn, w«U agiwa wHh lb* duraUon cT bianaa lift tn thoat ac«a. 
9m anJiani. Bcc part li. |Mie«« 9U, 1019. UMk 



chus, who hath taken the same topic of &kehood, 
with those forementioned, but hath gone lir berood 
them in the incredible nature of his forfrnics ; 
which plainly demonstrates that he contrired then 
out of his virulent hatred of our natkw. His 
words are these : — " The people of the Jews b«n» 
leprous and scabby, and subject to eerttin other 
kindt of distempers, in the days of Boediora, king 
of Egypt, they fled to the temples, and ^t tfaetr 
food tliere by begging ; and as the numben wre 
very great that* were fallen under these diawsw, 
there arose a scarcity in Egypt Hereupon, Bn^ 
chori*?, the king of Egypt, sent some to cowah &.t 
oracle of [Jupiter] Hammon about this snrcitT. 
The god's answer was this, that he most purge fan 
temples of impure and impions men, bj expellio: 
them out of those temples into desert places ; bat 
as to the scabby and leprous people, be most dron 
thpm, and pur^e his temples, the sun harin^ « 
indignation at these men being suffered to lire ; 
and by this means the land mil bring forth » 
fruits. Upon Bocchoris's having recdted tlwsf 
oracles, he called for then? priests, and the itteo- 
dants upon their altars, and ordered them tomtw 
a collection of the impure people, and to deliM 
tliem to the soldiers, to carry them awaj into the 
desert ; but to take the leprous peopl^ and wntp 
them in sheets of lead, and let them down into w 
sea. Hereupon the scabby and leprous people *at 
drowned, and the rest were gotten *ogetli^»w 
sent into desert places, in order to be **P*r!" 
destruction. In this ease they assembled tben- 
selves togetlier, and took counsel what thejribooW 
do ; and determined, that, as the nigk*^»*»5T2 
on, they should kindle fires and lainpii vid p«f 
watch ; that they also should fast the next Digit, 
and propitiate the gods, in order to obtain deliw- 
ance from them. That on the next day t*""^ 
one Moses, who advised them that they swuw 
venture upon a journey, and go along one ''•°. 
they should come to pUcea fit for habitation : ^ 
he charged them to have no kind regards for »^ 
man, nor give good counsel to any, bat •*^JV^ 
advise them for the worst ; and to overturn aU ^ 
temples and altars of the gods they "ho"" ^ 
wiUi : that the rest commended what he baa »j 
with one consent, and did what they bad ttfoi 
on, and so travelled over the desert Bnt tt« ^ 
difficulties of the journey being over, ^^^ 
a country inhabited, and that there theyabniw 
men, and plundered and burnt their <«°P*%- 
tlien came into that land which is ciliedr^^ 
and there they built a city and dwelt therein, ^ 
that their city was named HUrotyldi "!J!® ^a 
their robbing of the temples ; but ttoat 8*"'' "J^ 
the success they had afterwards, they tb^"J5.^ 
course of time, changed its denomination, w*^^ 
might not be a reproach to them, and <»"^ -» 
city flwrofo/y«a,and ^emaelYeaEiiroK^r"^^ 

35. Now this man did not discover and m^ 
the same king with the others, but f*^? *>* ^lian 
name, and passing by the dream and the t& P .^ 
prophet, he brings him to [Jupiter] "*^Cioi 
order to gain oracles about the scabby nno K^^ 
people; for he says tliat the multitude oi^ .^j^ 
were gathered together at the tcmplcn- ^^ '^^ 
uncertain whether he ascribes this nan^ ^^^^ 
lepers, or to thoee that were subject ^'^^?^ gj t 
among the Jews only ; for he describes tn ^^j 
people of the Jews. What people ^^S^u. tiic* 
foreigner^, or those of tliat countf/ 1 ^ ' 
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dost thou call them Jews, if they were EgyptUns f 
But if tliey were foreigner, why dost tliou not tell 
ns whence they oanie t And how could it be that, 
after tlie king had thrown many of tliem into the 
sea, and ejected the rest into desert places, tliere 
should be still so great a multitude remaining t Or 
after what manner did they pass over the desert, 
and get the land which we now dwell in, and build 
our city, and that temple which hath been so fa- 
mous among all mankind 1 And besides, he ought 
to have spoken more about our legislator than by 
giving us his bare name ; and %o have informed ua 
of what nation he was, and what parents be was 
derived from ; and to have assigned the reasons 
why he undertook to make such laws concerning 
the gods, and conoeming matters of injustice with 
regard to men during that journey. For, in case 
(he people were by birth Egyptians, they would not 
on the sudden have so easily changed the customs 
of their country ; and in case tliey had been fo- 
reigners, they had for certain some laws or other 
which had been kept by them Irom long eustom. 
It is true, that with regard to those who had eject- 
ed them, they might nave sworn never to bear 
good-will to them, and might have ha4 a pkiusible 



reason for so doing. But if these men resolveil to 
wage an implacable war agamst all men, in case 
they had acted as wickedly as he relates of them, 
and tliis while they wanted the assistance of all 
men, this demonstrates a kind of mad conduct in-, 
deed ; but not of the men themselves, but very 
greatly so of him that tells such lies about thenu 
He hath alsa impudence enough to say that a name, 
implying <' B,obber8 of the temples,"* was given to 
their city, but that this name was afterwards 
changed. The reason of which is plain, that th 
former name brought reproach and hatred upon 
them in the tiroes of their prosperity, while, it 
seems, those that built the city thought they did 
honour to the city by giving it such a name. So 
we see that this fine fellow had such an unbounded 
inclination to reproach us, that he did not under- 
stand that robbery of temples is not expressed hj 
the same word and name amoi% the Jews as it is 
among the Greeks. But why should a man say 
any more to a person who tells such impudent 
lies ! However, since this book is arisen to a com- 
petent length, I will make another beginning, and 
endeavour to add what still remains to perfect my 
design, in the following book. 



BOOK II. 



§ 1. In the former book, most honoured Epaphro- 
ditus, I have demonstrated our antiquity, and con- 
firmed the trutli of what I have said, from the wri- 
tings of the Phosnicians, and Chaldeans, and Egyp< 
tians. I have, moreover, produced many of tlie 
Grecian writers, as witnesses thereto. I have also 
made a refutation of Manetho and Cheremon, and 
of certain others of our enemies. I sliall nowf 
therefore begin a confutation of the remaining 
authors who have written any tiling against us ; 
although I confess I have had a doubt upon me | 
about Apioo^I the grammarian, whether I ought to 
take the trouble of confuting him or not ; for some 
of his writings contain much the same accusations 
which the others have laid against us, some things 
that he hath added, are very frigid and contempti- 
ble, and for the greatest part of what he says, it is 
▼ei7 scurrilous, and, to speak no more tlian the 
plain truth, it sliews him to be a very unlearned 
person, and what he lays togetlier, looks like the 
work of % man of very bad morals, and of one no 
better in his whole life than a mountebank. Yet, 
because there are a great many men so very fool- 
ish, that they are rather caught by such orations 
tlian by what is written with care, and take plea- 
sure in reproaching other men, and cannot abide to 
hear them commended, I thought it to be necessary 
not to let this man go off without examination, who 
had written such an accusation againat us, as if he 
would bring us to make an answer in open court 
For I also have observed, tliat many men are very 
much delighted when they see a man who first be- 
gan to reproach another, to be himself exposed to 
% 

* That la tlM meaning of Hterotyla la anck, not in Hebrew. 

f TIK fomier part of thia MOond bottk is writien agaiavt th« wlum. 
bIo" or Apkm, and than mora bmri? asainst tbe lika caloinnlMor Apol. 
bniiu Nolo. But aft«r that, JiMphus leave* off any more particular 
••ply to tho a adverMiriee of ttaa J««te. and piTea us a large and ex^l- 
cat dewsrlptlon and vindleatton of that theocracy whieb was settled 
far the Jewish nation by Moaes, their great legWator. 
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contempt on account of the vices he hath himself 
been guilty of. However, it is not a very easy 
thing to go over this man's discourse, nor to know 
plainly what he means ; yet does he seem, amidst 
great confusion and disorder in his falsehoods, to 
produce, in the first place, such things as resemble 
what we Have examined alwady, and relate to the 
departure of our forefathers out of Egypt ; and, in 
the second place, he accuses those Jews that are in- 
habitants of Alexandria ; as, in the third place, he 
mixes with these things such accusations as concern 
the sacred purifications, with tlie other legal ritea 
used in the temple. 

2. Now, although I cannot but think that I have 
already demonstrated, and that abundantly, more 
than was necessary, that our fathers were not ori- 
ginally Egyptians, nor were thence expelled, either 
on account of bodily diseases, or any other calami- 
ties of that sort, yet will I briefly take notice of what 
Apion adds upon that subject ; for in his third book, 
which relates to the afiairs of Egypt, he speaks 
thus : — *' I have heard of the ancient men of Egypt, 
that Moses was of Heliopolis, and that he thought 
himself obliged to follow the customs of his forefa- 
thers, and offered his prayers in the open air, to- 
wards the city walls ; but that he reduced them all 
to be directed towards the sun-rising, which was 
agreeable to the situation of Heliopolis ; that he 
also set up pilUrslnstead of gnomomCS under which 
was represented a cavity like that of a boat, and the 
shadow that fell from their tone fell down upon that 
cavity, that it might fgjo round about the like course 
as the sun itself goes round in the other.'* This is 
that wonderful relation which we have given us by 
this great grammarian. But that it is a false one 
is so plain, that it stands in need of few words to 

f This BSMna to hara boMiihe first dial that had beca mala la BDrp|» 
and was a llule befors the tima that Ahas made his [Srst} dial In /u- 
dsa, and aboat anno 7i&, In the first year of the sevaath olympiad, at 
w* khall see pmently. See 8 Kings as. 11 ; L«. xxxviU. S. 
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liroTe it, bot is manifest from the works of Moses ; 
for when he erected tlie first tabernacle to God, he 
did himself neither give order for any such kind of 
representation to be made at it, nor ordain that 
those who came after him should make such a one. 
Moreover, when in a fntara age Solomon built his 
temple in Jerusalem, he avoided all such needless 
decorations as Apion hath here devised. He says 
farther, " How he had heard of the ancient men, 
that Moees was of Heiiopolis.'^ To be sure that 
was, because being a yimnger man himself, he be- 
lieved those that by their elder age were acquainted 
and conversed with him. Now, this [man], gram- 
marian as he was, could not certainly tell which 
was the poet Homer's country, no more than he 
could which was the country of Pythagoras, who 
lived comparatively but a little while ago ; yet does 
he thus easily determine the age of Moses, who 
preceded them such a vast number of years, as 
depeoding on his ancient men's relation, which 
shows how notorious a liar he was. But then as to 
this chronological determination of the time when 
he says he brought the leprous people, the blind, 
and Uie lame, out of Egypty see how well this most 
accurate grammarian of ours agrees with those that 
have written before him 1 Manetho says that the 
Jews departed out of Egypt, in the reign of Teth- 
mosis, three hundred and ninety-three years before 
Danaus fled to Aigos ; Lysimachus says it was 
under king Bocchoris, that is, one thousand seven 
hundred years ago ; Molo and some others deter- 
mined it as every one pleased : but this Apion of 
ours, as deserving to be believed before them, hath 
detennined it exactly to have been in tlie seventh 
olympiad, and the first year of that olympiad ; the 
very same }*ear in which he says that Carthage was 
built by the Phoenicians. The reason why he added 
this building of Carthage was, to be sure, in order, 
as he thought, to strengthen his assertion by so 
evident a diaracter of chronology. But he was 
not aware that this character confutes his asser- 
tion ; for if we may give credit to the Phoenician 
records as to the time of the first coming of their 
colony to Carthage, they relate that Hiram their 
king was above one hundred and fifty years earlier 
than the building of Carthage ; ooitoeming whom 
I have formerly produced testimonials out of those 
Phoenician records, as also that this Hirom was a 
friend of Solomon when he was building the temple 
of Jerusalem, and gave him great assistance in his 
building that temple ; while still Solomon himself 
built that temple six hundred and twelve years 
after the Jews came out of Egypt. As for the 
number of those that were expelled out of Egypt, 
he hath contrived to have the very same number 
with Lysimachus, and says they were a hundred 
and ten thousand. He then assigns a certain 
wonderful and plausible occasion for the name of 
Sabbath ; for he says, that ** when the Jews had 
travelled a six days' jouniey, tliey had buboes in 
their groins : and tliat on tl^s account it was that 
they rested on the seventh day, as having got 
safely to that oountxy which is now called Judea ; 
that then they preserved thct huiguage of the Egyp- 
tians, and called that day the Sabbath, for that ma- 
lady of buboes in their groin, was named Sabbato 
•is by the Egyptians." And would not a man now 
laugh at this fellow's trifling, or rather hate his 
impudence in writing thus ! We must, it seems, 
take it for granted, that all these hundred and ten 
tnousand men must have had these buboes I But, 



for certain, if those men had been blind sod lane, 
and had all sortsof distempers upon them, is Apiuo 
says they liad, they oould not have gone one si&git 
day's journey ; but if they had been all able to 
travel over a large desert, and, besides thst, to 
fight and conquer those tliat opposed them, they 
had not all of them had buboes in their groimafier 
the sixth day was over ; for no such distemper 
comes naturally and of necessity upon thoee tbt 
travel ; but still, when tliere are many ten thou- 
sands in a camp togetlier, they constantly nareha 
settled space [in a day]. Nor is it at all probaWe 
tliat such a thing should happen by ehsnee ; m 
would be prodigiously absurd to be Bopposed. 
However, our admuable author Apion hath before 
told us, that "they came to Judea in ax daji 
time ;" and again, that " Moses went up tosmoaji- 
tain that lay between Egypt and Arabia, whiehms 
called Sinai, and was concealed there fortv dajfs, 
and that when he came down from theoee, be pw 
htws to the JewB." But then, how is itpoasibleM 
them to tarry forty days in a desert place, whew 
there was no water, and at the same time to p^ 
all over the country between that and Judea w w 
six days I And as for this grammatieal tramWwn 
of the word Sabbath, it either contains an uMtaw» 
of his great Impudence or gross ignorance ; wrtte 
words Sabbo and Sabbath are widely diiferaiit km 
one another ; for the word Sabbath in "»• j|«'?|" 
language denotes rett from all sorts of von ! ''^ 
the word Sabbo, as he afllrms, denotes snwog Um 
Egyptians, the maUdy of a 61160 in the groin. 

3. This is that novel account which the Egn«»J 
Apion gives us concemid^ the Jews' departa»fl» 
of Egypt, and is no better than a contrivanee «M 
own. But why sliould we wonder at the Uee w 
tells us about our forelathers, when he affinw wmj 
to be of Egyptian original, when he li«»»^*;fT" 
self \ for although he was bom at Oasis m tf^ 
he pretends to be, as a man may say, ***• *f? °"J 
of all the Egyptians ; yet does he fow''**^^!!^ 
country and progenitors, and by falsely P'«**"rJ 
to be bom at Alexandria, cannot deny »« P"^ 
of his family ; for you see how justly he «^r*f 
Egyptians whom he hates, and endeavours toj^ 
proach ; for had he not deemed Egyptis" to wj 
name of great reproach, he would not '>*'J*^*^ 
the name of an Egyptian himself ; *•** , !l,pn^ 
those who brag of their own oountri«^ • *!wbT 
selves upon the denomination t*i«y •f^^fJj^Al 
and reprove such as unjustly lay claim therein 
for the Egyptians' claim to be of our kindred,^"^ 
do it on oue of the following accounts ; *^^fi2eai 
ther as they value themselves upon it, »nd P**.^ 
to bear that reUtion to us ; or else as »®/ jT. 
draw us in to be partakers of their own un*^ 
But this fine feUow, Apion, s^ims to *»'^'*°,^ 
reproachful appellation against us [that ^ ^ 
originally Egyptians], in order to '^'^./ll jhey 
Alexandrians as a roward for the P** .?!|,eBi; 
had given him of being a fellow-ciii»*' ^^^rata 
he also is apprised of the iU-wUl the Al«»»«2ift 
bear to those Jews who are their ^^^^^^^Tiy 
and so proposes to himself to >*P'^**i!?r&rP' 
though he must thereby include all the *!^^lf^ 
tians also ; while in both cases he is nobetiff 

an unpudent liar. t. wt toi 

4. But let us now see what thoee '^ Ltlot 
wicked crimes are, which Apion chsfR^Jf}^ J 
Alexandrian Jews. « They came (»/• '^IT^a^i 
Svria, and uihabited n- ai* the tempestoou* «*^ 
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were in the neighbourhood of the dashing of the 
waves." Now, if the place of habitation inclades 
any thing that is reproachful, this man reproaches 
not his own real country [Egypt], but what he pre- 
tends to be of his own country, Alexandria ; for all 
are agreed in this, that the part of that city which 
ift near the sea, is the best part of all for habitation. 
Now, if the Jews gained that part of the city by 
force, and have kept it hitherto without impeach* 
ment, this is a mark of their valour ; but in reality 
it was Alexander himself that gave them that place 
for their habitation, when they obtained equal pri- 
vileges there with the Macedonians. Nor can I 
devise what Apion would have said, had their habi- 
tation been at Necropolis,* and not been fixed hard 
by the roval palace [as it is] ; nor had Uieir nation 
hitd the denomination of Macedonians given them 
till this very day [as tliey have]. Had Uiis man 
now read the epistles of king Alexander, or those 
of Ptolemy the son of Lagus, or met with the wri- 
tings of the succeeding kings, or tliat pillar which 
h still standing at Alexandria, and contains the pri- 
vileges which the great [Julius] Ctesar bestowed 
npon the Jews ; had this man, I say, known the'e 
yeeords, and yet hath the impudence to write in 
eontradiction to them, he hatl) shown himself to be 
a wicked man : but if he knew nothing of these re- 
cords, he bath shown himself to be a man very 
ignorant ; nay, when he appears to wonder how 
jews^ could be called Alexandrians, this is another 
like instance of his ignorance ; for all such as are 
called out to be colonists, although they be ever so 
&r remote from one another in theii* original, re- 
ceive their names from those that bring them to 
their new habitations. And what occasion is there 
to speak of others, when those of us Jews that dwell 
at Autioch, are named Antiochians, because Seleu- 
cus, the founder of that city, gave them the {frivi- 
Jeges belonging thereto t After the like manner do 
those Jews that inhabit Ephesus and the other 
cities of Ionia enjoy the same name wi.h those that 
were originally bom there, by the grant of die suc- 
ceeding princes ; nay, the kindness and humanitv 
of the Romans hatli been so great, that it hath 
granted leave to almost all others to take the same 
name of Romans upon them ; I mean not particu- 
lar men only, but entire and large nations them- 
selves also ; for those anciently named Iberi, and 
Tyrrheoi, and Sabini, are now called Romani: and 
if Apion reject this way of obtaining the privilege 
of a citizen of Alexandria, let him abstain from 
ealliiig himself an Alexandrian hereafter ; for 
otherwise, how can he who was bom in the very 
heart of Egypt be an Alexandrian, if tliis way of 
accepting such a privilege, of which he would have 
us deprived, be once abrogated 9 Although indeed 
these Romans, who are now the lords of the habi- 
table earth, have forbidden the Eg^-ptians to have 
the privileges of any city whatsoever, while this fine 
fellow, who is willing to partake of such a privilege 
himself as he is forbidden to make use of, endea- 
vours by calumnies to deprive those of it that have 
justly received it ; for Alexander did not therefore 
get some of our nation to Alexandria Uiscause he 
wanted inhabitants for this hJs city, on whose build- 
ing he had bestowed so much pains ; but this was 
given to our people as a reward ; because he had, 
upon a careful trial, found them all to have been 
men of virtue and fidelity to him ; for, aa Hecateus 
eaya ooneeming us, ** Alexander honoured our na- 

• Tba baftel.plMt fcrd«Ml tedtei, m I tappoM. 



tion to such a degree, that, for the equity and the 
fidelity which the Jews exhibited to him, he per- 
mitted them to hold the country of Samaria free 
from tribute. Of the same mind was Ptolemy the 
son of Lagus, as to tlioee Jews who dwelt at Alex- 
andria." For he intrusted the fortresses of Egypt 
into their hands, as believing they would keep them 
faithfully and valiantly for them ; and when he was 
desirous to secure the government of Cynne, and 
the other cities of Libya to himself, he sent a party 
of Jews to inhabit them. And as for his successor 
Ptolemy, who was called Philadelphus, he did not 
only set all those of our nation free, who were 
captives under him, but did frequentlyf 'give money 
[for tlieir ransom] ; and, what was his greatest 
work of all, he had a great desire of knowing our 
laws, and of obtaining the books of our sacred scrip- 
tures : accordingly he desired ttiat such men might 
be sent him as might interpret our law to him ; 
and in order to have them well compiled, he com- 
mitted that care to no ordinary persons, but ordain-' 
ed that Demetrius Phalereus, and Andreas, and 
Aristeas ; the first, Demetrius, the most learned 
person of his age, and the others, such as were en- 
trusted witli the guard of his body, should take the 
care of this matter : nor would be certainly have 
been so desirous of learning our law and the philo- 
sophy of our nation, had he despised the men that 
made use of it, or bad he not indeed had them in 
great admiration. 

5. Now this Anion was unacquainted with almoet 
all the kings of those Macedonians whom he pre- 
tends to have been his progenitors, — who were yet 
very well affected towards us ; for the third of thoae 
Ptolemies, who were called Euergetes, when he 
had gotten possession of all Syria by force, did not 
offer his thank-offerings to the Egyptian gods for 
his victory, but came to Jerusalem, and, according 
to our own laws, offered many sacrifices to God, 
and dedicated to him such gifts as were suitable to 
such a victory : and as for Ptolemy Philometeraiid 
his wife Cleopatra, they committed their whole 
kingdom to Jews, when Onias and Dositheus, both 
Jews, whose names are laughed at by Apion, were 
the generals of their whole army ; but certainly, 
instead of reproaching them, he ought to admire 
their actions, and return them thanks for saving 
Alexandria, whose citizen he pretends to be ; for 
when these Alexandrians were making war with 
Cleopatra the queen, and were in danger of being 
utterly ruined, these Jews brought them to terms 
of agreement, and freed them from the miseries of 
a eivU war. *^ But then (says Apion) Onias brought 
a small army afterward upon the city, at the time 
when Thermus the Roman ambassador, was there 
present." Yes, do I venture to say, and tluit he 
did rightly and very justlv in so doing ; lor that 
Ptolemy who was called Phyeco, upon Uie death of 
his brother Philometer, came from Cyrene, and 
would have ejected Cleopatra as well as her sons 
out of their kingdom, that he might obtain it for 
himself unjustly .$ For this cause then it waa that 
Onins undertook a war against him on Cleopatra's 
account ; nor would he desert that trust the royal 
family had reposed in him in their distress. Aecord- 
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highly, Grod gftTe • remariutble atteetalioo to his 
Hgbteou procedare ; for whon Ptolemy Phyaeo* 
luul the pmamption to fight against Onias't army, 
and had caught all the Jews that were in the city, 
[Alexandria], with their children and wiyes, and 
exposed them naked and in bonds to his elephants, 
that they might be trodden upon and destroyed, and 
when he had made those elephants drunk for that 
purpose, the event proved eontraiy to his prepara- 

who 



tions ; for these elephants left the Jews wl 
exposed to them, and fell violently npon Physeo*s 
friends, and slew a great number of them ; nay, 
after this, Ptolemy saw a terrible ghost, which 
prohibited his hurting those men ; his very concu- 
bine, whom he loved so well (some call her Ithaca, 
and others Irene), making supplication to him, that 
he would not perpetrate so great a wickedness. So 
he complied with her request, and repented of what 
he either had afaready done, or was about to do ; 
whenoe it Is well known that the Alexandrian Jews 
do with good reason celebrate this day, on the ao* 
count that they had thereon been vouchsafed such 
an evident deliverance from Grod. However, Apion, 
the common ealunmiator of men, bath the pre- 
sumption to accuse the Jews for making this war 
against Physoo^ when he ought to have commended 
them for the same. This man also makes mention 
of Cleopatra, the hwt queen of Alexandria, and 
abuses us, because she was ungrateful to us; 
whereas he ou^ht to have reproved her, who in- 
dulged herself m all kinds of injustice and wicked 
piBCtiees, both with regard to her nearest relations, 
and husbands who baud loved her, and indeed in 
general with regard to all the Romans, and those 
emperors that were her benefactors ; who also had 
her sister Arsinoe shin in a temple, when she had 
done her no harm : moreover, she had her brother 
■lain by private treachery, and she destroyed Uie 
gods of her country, and the sepulchres of her pro- 
cenitors ; and while she had received her kingdom 
from the first Gflssar, she had the impudence to 
rebel against his sonf and sneoessor ; nay, she Qor- 
rupted Antony with her love-tricks, and rendered 
him an enemy to his country, and made him trea- 
cheroos to his friends, and [by his means] despoiled 
some of their royal authority, and forced others in 
her madness to act wickedly ; but what need I en- 
large n^ this head any farther, when she left 
Antony m his fight at sea, though he were her hus- 
band, and the iuher of their eommon children, and 
compelled him to resign up his government, with 
the army, and to foUow her [into Egypt] ; nay, 
when hwt of all, Casar had taken Alexandria, she 
» to that pitch of cruelty, that she declared she 



had some hope of preserviog her affSiirs still, in 
ease she could kill the Jews, though it were with 
with her own hand ; to such a degree of barbarity 
and perfidwnsness had she arrived ; and doth any 
one think that we cannot boast ourselves of any 
thing, if, as Apion says, this queen did not at a time 
of famine, dibtribute wheat among us ! However, 
■he at length met with the punishnMUt she deserved. 
Ax for us Jews, we appeal to the great Csesar what 
asaifttance we brought him, and what fidelity we 
•bowed to him against the Egyptians ; as also to 

* WImM crm* is hmn tinanXlj bvltovcd to turn bcca committed bj 
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the senate and its decrees, and the ^isUes of As* 
gustus Ceasar, whereby our merits [to the Romus} 
are justified. Apwn ought to have looked vpoa 
those episties, and in particular to have ejauniaed 
the testimonies given ou oar bdislf, under Alens- 
der and all the Ptolemies, and the decnes of ti» 
senate and of the greatest Roman emperors ; asd, 
if Germanieus was not able to make a distzibatiia 
of com to all the inhabitants of AlexsadrU, thit 
only shows what a barren time it was, sod bov 
great a want there was then of corn, bat tesdsBo- 
thing to the accusation of the Jews ; for vbst >ll 
the emperors have thought of the Akzasdnu 
Jews, is well known, for this distribotioB of vhea 
was no otherwise omitted with regard to the J««s, 
Uian it was wiUi nq^ard to the other mhabituli^ 
Alexandria ; but thev still were dssiroos to pre- 
serre what the kings had formerly entrasted to tbdr 
care, I mean the custody of the river : aor ^ 
those kings think them unworthy of hsvi^ ^ 
entire custody thereof upon all occasions. 

6. But besides this, Apion objects to u thus :- 
'' If the Jews (says he) be eitiaens of Alenwinih 
why do not they worship the same gods vitbw 
Alexandrians 1" To which I g:ive this assvcf '- 
Since you are yourselves E^ptians, why do ;» 
fight out one against another, and have impisaB" 
wars about your religion I At this rats we nsst 
not call you all Egyptians, nor indeed, in fcnnH 
men, because you breed up with great csr^ ^^ 
of a nature quite coatnry to that of men, sllbflogs 
the nature of all men seems to be one and theBn^- 
Now if there -be such differences in opinion an^ 
you Egyptians, why are you surpriwd that Im* 
who came Co Alexandria from another eooDtry, aw 
had original laws of their own before, shooM p^j 
severe in the observance of those laws t Bat stii 
he charges us with being the authors of seditioo: 
which accusation, if it be a just one, why ii i< "^ 
laid against us all, since we are known to bo aU^ 
one mind ! Moreover, those that search '^^^ 
matters will soon discover that the autbon oi»^'' 
tion have been such citisens of Alexandria ^^^ 
is ; for while they were the Grecians and Mac**)- 
nians who were in possession of this city, ther»^ 
no sedition raised against us, and we were penstf^ 
to observe our ancient solemnities ; but «bei »* 
number of the Egyptians therein, came to be e^ 
derable, the times grew confused, and then tseio 
seditions brake out still more and more, while ^^^ 
people continued uncomipted. These "EffP^ 
therefore, were the authors of these tronbka, wa« 
not having the constancy of Maoedonisns» nor tw 
prudence of Grecians, indulged all of ^^^ 
evil numners of the E^ptians, and ooatinoed tbetf 
anoient hatred against us ; for what is here so FT 
sumptuously charged upon us, is owuig to the de- 
ferences that are amongst themselves ; while DitfJ 
of them have not obtained the privileges of »^^ 
m proper times, but style those who are *e^**'" 
to have had that privilege extended to them w^ 
other than foreigners ; for it does not ^PPff rl 
any of tiie kings have ever formerly berto***^ 
privileges*of citisens upon Eg^ptiaos, i» ^, 
than have the emperors done it mo*« ^^ 
while it was Alexander who introduced of h^^Jt 
city at first, the kings augmented oar P^^^ 
therein, and the Romans have been pl«<^^!^ 
serve them always inviolable. Moreover, APT 
, would Uy a blot upon us, because we do no^ '^ 
' images to our emperors, as if those eropflrofl «"* 
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Dot know this before, or stood in need of Apion u 
their defender : whereas, be ought rather to have 
ftdmirod the magnanimity and modesty of the Ro- 
mans^ i» hereby they do not compel those tliat are 
subject to them to transgress the laws of their coun* 
tries, but are willing to receive the honours due to 
them after such a manner as those who are to pay 
them esteem consistent with piety and with their 
own laws ; for they do not thank people for confer- 
ring honours upon them, when they are compelled 
by violence so to do. Accordingly, since the Gre- 
cians and some other nations think it a right thing 
to make images, nay, when thev have painted the 
pictures of their parents, and wives, and children, 
they exult for joy ; and some there are who take 
pictures for themselves of such persons as were no 
way related to tliem : nay, some take the pictures 
of such servants as they were fond of. What won- 
der is it then if such as these appear willing to pay 
the same respect to their princes and lords ! But 
then our legislator had forbidden us to make images, 
not by way of denunciation beforeliand, that the 
Roman authority was not to be honoured, but as 
despising a thing that was neither necessary nor 
useful for either God or roan ; and he forbade them, 
as we shall prove hereafter, to make these images 
for any part of the animal creation, and much less 
lor God himself, who is no part of such animal 
creation. Yet hath our legislator nowhere forbid* 
den us to pay honours to worthy men, provided 
they be of another kind, and inferior to those we 
pay to God ; with which honours we willingly testify 
our respect to our emperors, and to the people of 
Rome ; we also offer psrpetual sacrifices for them ; 
nor do we only offer them every day at the common 
expenses of all the Jews, but although we offer no 
otlier such sacriftoes out of our common expenses, 
no not for our own ehildrsn, yet do we this as a 
peculiar honour to the emperors, and to them alone, 
while we do the same to no other person whomHO> 
ever. And let this suffice for an answer in general, 
to Apion, as to what he says with relation to the 
Alexandrian Jews. 

7. However, I cannot but admire those other 
authors who furnished this man with such his ma- 
terials ; I mean Posidonius and Appollonius [the 
■on of] Molo,* who while they accuse us for not 
worshipping the same gods whom others worship, 
they think themselves not guilty of impiety when 
they tell lies of us, and frame absurd ana reproach- 
ful stories about our temple ; whereas it is a most 
abamefttl thing for freemen to forge lies on any oc- 
casion, and mneh mora so to forge them about our 
temple, which was so famous over all the world, 
and was preserved so sacred by us ; for Apion hath 
the impudence to pretend, that ** the Jews placed 
an ass's head in their holy place ;" and he affirms 
that this was disoovered when Antiochus Epiphanes 
spoiled our temple, and found that ass*s head there 
made of gold, and worth a great deal of money. To 
this my first answer shall be this, that had there 
been any such thing among us, an Egyptian ought 
by no means to have thrown it in our teeth, since 
an ass is not a more contemptible animal than * * *,t 
and goats, and other such creatures, which among 
them are gods. But besides this answer, I say 
farther, how comes it about that Apion does not 

'OdM mon propfriy Mdlo, «r ApoOonliu XolOf ■• h«rMft«r: ft/ 
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understand this to be no other than a palpable lie, 
and to be confuted by the thing itself as utterly in* 
credible t For we Jews are always governed by 
the same laws, in which we constantly persevere ; 
and although many misfortunes have ^fallen our 
city, as the like have befallen others, and although 
Theos [Epiphanes], and Pompey the Great, and 
Licinins Crassus, and last of all Titus Gaesar, have 
conquered us in war, and gotten possession of our 
temple, yet has none of them found any such thing 
there, nor indeed any thing but what was agreeable 
to the strictest piety ; although what they found 
we are not at liberty to reveal to other nations. 
But for Antiochus [Epiphanes], he had no just 
cause for that ravage in our temple that he made ; 
he only came to it when he wanted money, without 
declaring himself our enemy, and attacked us while 
we were his associates and his friends : nor did he 
find any thing there that was ridiculous. This is 
attested by many worthy writers ; Polybius of Me- 
galopolis, Straboof Cappadocia, NicoUusof Damas- 
cus, Timagenes, Castor the chronologer, and Apol- 
lodorus,:^ who all say it that was out of Antioehus's 
want of money that he broke his league with the 
Jews, and denpoiled their temple when it was full 
of gold and silver. Apion ought to have had a re- 
gard to these facts, unless he had himself had either 
an ass's heart or a dog's impudence ; of such a dog 
I mean as they worship ; for he had no other ex- 
ternal reason for the lies he tells of us. As for us 
Jews, we ascribe no honour or power to asses, as do 
the Egyptbns to crocodiles and asps, when they es- 
teem such as are seiaed upon by the former, or bit- 
ten by the latter, to be happv persons, and persons . 
worthy of God. Asses are the same with us which 
they are with other wise men, vis. creatures that 
bear the burdens which we lay upon them ; but if 
they come to our tlireshing-floors and eat our corn, 
or do not perform what we impose upon them, we 
beat them wiUi a great many stripes : because it is 
their business to minister to us in our husbandry 
affairs. But this Apion of ours was either perfectly 
unskilful in the composition of such fallacious dis- 
courses, or however, when he began [somewhati 
better], he was notable to persevere in what he had 
undertaken, since he hath no manner of success in 
those reproaches he easts upon us. 

8. He adds another Grecian fable, in order to 
reproach us. In reply to which, it would be enough 
to sav that we who presume to speak about divine 
wonhip, ought not to be ignorant of this plain 
troth, that it is a degree of less impurity to pass 
through temples, than to forge wicked calumnies of 
its priests. Now, such men as he are more zealous 
to justify a sacrilegious king than to write what is 
just and what is true about us, and about our tem- 
ple ; for when they are desirous of gratifying An- 
tiochus, and of concealing that perfidiousness and 
sacrilege which he was guilty of, with regard to our 
nation, when he wanted money, they endeavour to 
digrace us, and tell lies even relating to futurities. 
Apion beoomes other men's prophet upon this oe- 
casion, and says, that << Antiochus found in our 
temple a bed and a man lying upon it, with a small 
table before him, full of dainties, from the [fishes 
of the] sea, and the fowls of the dry Und ; that this 
man was amazed at these dainties thus set before 
him ; that he immediately adored the king, upon 

i It Is mMt pity that thsKstlx ragmnutlMr^ bos mMtloMd tobavo 
tfMCrtbsd tb« aiMtts praAuiMioii of Iho Jowtsh iMnpto by Aailoehiia 
KplpbaiMs, should bt sll hwti I iimmi co tkr of Ibatr writing! as eon« 
taiood that ds<«rtptloo i thoogh It Is plala Jost^as paru^ad itmm all. 
as eataat ta hia tlma. 
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his comiDg in, as hoping that he would afford him 
all possible asaistaoce ; that he fell down upon bis 
knees, and stretched out to him his right hand, and 
begged to be released : and that when tlie king 
bade him sit down, and tell him who he was, ana 
why he dwelt there, and what was the meaning of 
those various sorts of food that were set before him, 
the man made a lamentable complaint, and with 
sighs, and tears in bis eyes, gave him this account 
of the distress he was in ; and said that he was a 
Greek, and that as he went over this province, in 
order to get his living, he was seized upon by fo- 
reigners, on a sudden, and brought to tnis temple, 
and shut up therein, and was seen by nobody, but 
was fattened by these curious provisions thus set 
before him : and that truly at tlie first such unex- 
pected advantages seemed to him matter of great 
joy ; that, after a while they brought a suspicion 
upon him, and at length astonishment, what tlieir 
meaning should be ; Uiat at last he inquired of the 
servants that came to him, and was by them in- 
formed that it was in order to the fulfilling a law of 
tlie Jews, which they must not tell him, that he was 
thus fed ; and that they did the same at a set time 
every year : that they used to catch a Greek fo- 
reigner, and fatten him thus up every year, and then 
lead him to a certain wood, and kill him, and sacri- 
fice with their accustomed solemnities, and taste of 
his entrails, and take an oath upon this sacrificing 
a Greek, that tliey would ever be at enmity with 
the Greeks ; and that then they threw the remain- 
ing parts of the miserable wretch into a certain 
pit." Apion adds farther, that " the man said thero 
.were but a few daprs to come ere he was to be slain, 
and implored Anuochus that, out of the reverence 
he bore to the Grecian gods, he would disappoint 
the snares tlie Jews laid for his blood, and would 
deliver him from the miseries with which he was 
encompassed." Now this is such a most tragical 
fable, as is full of notliing but cruelty and impu- 
dence ; yet does it not excuse Antiochus of his sa- 
crilegious attempts, as those who wrote it in bis 
vindication are willing to suppose ; for he could not 
presume beforehand Uiat he should meet with any 
such thing in coming to the temple, btit must liave 
found it unexpectedly. He was therefore still an 
impious person, that was given to unlawful plea- 
sures, and had no regard to God in his actions. 
But [as for Apion] be hath done whatever his ex- 
travagant love of lying hath dictated to him, as it is 
most easy to discover by a consideration of his 
writings ; for the difference of our laws is known 
not to regard the Grecians only, but they are prin- 
cipally opposite to the Egyptians, and to some 
other nations also : for while it so faUs out, that 
men of all countries come sometimes and sojourn 
among us, how comes it about that we take an oath, 
and coDspbe only against the Grecians, and that by 
the effusion of their blood also t Or how is it pos- 
sible tliat all the Jews should get together to these 
sacrifices, and Uie entrails of one man should be 
sufficient for so many thousands to taste of them, 
as A pion pretends f Or why did not the king carry 
tiiis man, whosoever he was, and whatsoever was 
his name (which is not set down in Apion's book), 
witli great pomp back into his own country t when 
be might thereby have been esteemed a religious 
person himself, and a mighty lover of the Greeks, 
and might thereby have procured himself great as* 
•istance from all men against that hatred the Jews 
bore to him. But I leave this matter ; for the 



proper way of coufoting fools is not to ose ban 
words, but to appeal to the things themselTM that 
make against them. Now tlien, all sudi as tnt 
saw the construction of our temple, of what natsn 
it was, know well enough how the the parity of it 
was never to be profaned ; for it had four aerenl 
courts,* eueoroimssed with cloisters ronnd aboat, 
every one of which had by our law a peculiar de- 
gree of separation from the rest Into the first 
court every body was allowed to go, even fore^ 
ers ; and none but women, during their tautn, 
were prohibited to pass through it ; all the Jevi 
went into the seoond court, as well as thsir vivet, 
when they were free from all nndeanoesa ; into 
the third went the Jewish men when they ven 
clean and purified ; into the fourth went the priests, 
having on their sacerdotal garments ; but for tk 
most sacred place, none went in but the high-priests, 
clothed in their peculiar garmenta. Now there i> 
so great caution used about these offices of leligioD, 
that the priests are appointed to go into the teopk 
but at certain hours : for, on the moming, at tlie 
opening of the inner temple, those that are to offi- 
ciate receive the sacrifices, as they do again at oooo, 
till the doors are shut. Lastly, it is not so msch 
as lawful to cany any vessel 'into the holy bosse ; 
nor is there any thing therein, but the altar [oi 
incense], the table [of show-bred], the oenfler,io(l 
the candlestick, which are all written m the lav: 
for there is nothing farther there, nor are there mj 
mysteries performed that may not be spokes of ; 
nor is there any feasting within the place. For 
what I have now said is publicly known, sod BHp- 
ported by the testimony of the whole people, and 
their operations are very manifest ;'for althoop 
tliere be four courses of the priests, and eveiy ob» 
of them have above five thousand men in them, yet 
do they officiate on certain days only ; and wb«i 
those days are over, other priests succeed is tbe 
performance of their sacrifices, and assemble toge- 
ther at mid-day, and receive the keys of the teinple« 
and the vessels by tale, without any thing relaiiog 
to food or drink being carried into the teaipl«i 
nay, we are not allowed to offer such things at w 
altar, excepting what is prepared for the sscrifie^ 

9. What then can we say of Apion, but that b« 
examined nothing that oonoerned these things 
while still he uttered incredible words aboutthem . 
But it is a great shame for a grammarian not to be 
able to write true history. Now, if he knewUie 
purity of our temple, he hath entirely omitted to 
take notice of it ; but he forges a stoiy about ^'^ 
ing of a Grecian, about ineffable food» and the iim» 
delicious preparation of dainiiee ; and pretends ^ 
strangers could go into a pUoe whereinto tbe Doblew 
men among the Jews are not allowed to ^^f^ 
less they be priests. This, therefore, is tb« ""^ 
degree of impiety, and a voluntary lie, in ^^^^ 
the delusion of those who will not examine iota tw 
truth of matters. Whereas, such nn^eakableffli^ 
chiefs as are above rehted, have been ooessio"^ 
by such calumnies that are raised upon as. 

10. Nay, this miracle of piety derides ^^''^ 
and adds the following pretended facts to his {(O^ 
fable ; for he says that this man related b«^ 
*< while the Jews were once in a k>ng war with tw 



* It b nmarkabl* Uiai JoMiphns h/tn, aad I uiuu, ^-ri |^ 
raekoiu up four distinct coaru of th« tamph : that of tbe Q*"*^ ^.. 
of tiM wonMn of krMl, Uwt «r tlMmon or UnMl, an' ^ 
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Iduraeans, there CAme a man out of one of the cities 
of the Idameans, who there had worshipped Apollo. 
This mao, whose name is said to hare been Zabi' 
dus, came to the Jews, and promised that he would 
deliver Apollo, the god of Dora, into their hands, 
and thai he would come to our temple, if they would 
all come up with him, and brinfj; the whole multitude 
of the Jews with them ; that Zabidns made him a 
certain wooden instrument, and put it round about 
him, and set three rows of lamps therein, and 
walked after such a manner, that ne appeared to 
those that stood a great way oft him, to be a kind 
of star walking upon the earth : that the Jews were 
terribly frightud at so surprising an appearance, 
and stood very quiet at a distance ; and that Zabi- 
dus, while they continued so very quiet, went into 
the holy house, and carried off that ^Iden head of 
an ass ^for so facetiously does he write), and then 
went his way back again to Dora in great haste." 
And say you so, sir 1 as I may reply ; then does 
Apion load the ass, that is himself, and Uys on him 
a burden of fooleries and lies ; for he writes of 
places that have no being ; and not knowing the 
cities be speaks of, he changes their situation ; for 
Idumea borders upon our country, and is near to 
Gaza, in which there is no such city as Dora, al- 
though there be, it is true, a city named Dora in 
Phoenicia, near Mount Carmel, but it is four davs' 
journey from Idumea.* Now, then, why does this 
man accuse us, because we have not gods in com- 
mon like other nations t If our forefathers were 
80 easily persuaded upon to have Apollo come to 
them, and thought they saw him walking upon the 
earth, and the Aars with him ; for certainly those 
who have so many festivals, wherein they light 
lamps, must yet, at this rate, have never seen a 
candlestick I But still it seems that while Zabidus 
took his journey over the country, where were so 
many ten thousands of people, nobody met him. 
He also, it seems, even in a time of war, found the 
walls of Jerusalem destitute of guards. I omit the 
rest Now the doors of the holy house were se- 
ventyt cubits high, and twenty cubits broad, they 
were all plaited over with gold, and almost of solid 
gold itself, and there were no fewer than twenty^: 
men required to shut them every day ; nor was it 
lawful ever to leave them open, though it seems 
tliis lamp- bearer of ours opened them easily, or 
thought he open«d them, as he tliought he had the 
ass's head in his hand. Whether, therefore, he 
returned it to us again, or whether Apion took it 
and brought it into the temple again, that Antio- 
chus might find it, and afford a handle for a second 
lable of Apion, is uncertain. 

11. Apion also tells a false story, when he men- 
tions an oath of ours, as if we ^ swore by God, the 
maker of the lieaveuf and earth, and sea, to bear 
no good-will to any foreigner, and particularly to 
none of the Greeks." Now this liar ought to have 
aaid directly that ^ we would bear no good- will to 
any foreigner, and particularly to none of the Egyp- 
tians." For then his story about the oath would 
have squared with the rest of his original forgeries, 
in case our forefathers had been driven away by 
their kinsmen the Egyptians, not on account of any 
wickedness they had been guilty of, but on account 
of the calamities they were under ; for as to the 
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Grecians, we are rather remote from them in place 
than different from them in our institutions, inso- 
much that we have no enmity with them, nor any 
jealousy jof tliem. On the contrary, it hath so hap- 
pened, that many of them have come over to our 
Uws, and some of them have continued in their ob- 
servation, although others of them had not courage 
enough to persevere, and so departed from them 
again ; nor did ever any body hear this oath sworn 
by us : Apion, it seems, was the only person that 
heard it, for he indeed was the first composer of it 
12. However, Apion deserves to be admired for 
his great prudence, as to what I am going to say, 
which is this, " That there is a plain mark among 
us, that we neither have just laws, nor worship Goo 
as we ought to do, because we are not governors, 
but are rather in subjection to Gentiles, sometimes 
to one nation, and sometimes to another ; and that 
our city hath been liable to several calamities, while 
their city [Alexandria] hath been of old time an 
imperial city, and not used to be in subjection to 
the Romans." But now this man had better leave 
off his bragging ; for every body but himself would 
think that Apion said what he hath said against 
himself ; for there are very few nations that have 
had the good fortune to continue many generations 
in the principality, but still the mutations in human 
affairs nave put them into subjection under others ; 
and most nations have been often subdued, and 
brought into subjection by others. Now for the 
Egyptians, perhaps they are the only nation that 
have had this extraordinary privilege, to have never 
served any of those monarchs who subdued Asia 
and ijurope, and this on account, as they pretend, 
that the gods fled into their countnr and saved them- 
selves, by being changed into the shapes of wild 
beasts.' Whereas these Egyptians} are the very 
people that appear to have never, in all the past 
ages, had one day of freedom, no not so much as 
from their own lords. For I will not reproach 
them with relating the manner how the Persians 
used them, and this not once only, but many times, 
when they laid their cities waste, demolished theur 
temples, and cut the throats of those animals whom 
they esteemed to be ^ods ; for it is not reasonable 
to imitate the clownish ignorance of Apion, who 
hath no regard to the misfortunes of the Athenians, 
or of the Lacedemonians, the latter of whom were 
styled by all men the most courageous, and the for- 
mer the most religious, of the Grecians. I say 
nothing of such Idngs as have been famous fur pietyi 
particularly of one of them whose name was Greens, 
nor what caUmities he met with in his life ; I say 
nothing of the citadel of Athens, of the temple at 
Ephesus, of that at Delphi, nor of ten thousand 
oUiers which have been burnt down, while nobody 
cast reproaches on those that were the sufferers, 
but on those that were the actors therein. But now 
we have met with Apion, an accuser of our nation, 
though one that still forgets the miseries of his own 
people, the ISgypiians ; but it is that Sesostris, who 
was once so celebrated a king of Egypt, that hath 
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blinded him. Now we will not boast of our kings, 
David and Solomon, though they conquered many 
natioas ; accordingly we will let them alone. How- 
ever, Apion is ignorant of what every body knows, 
that the Egyptians were servants to the Persians, 
and afterwards to the Macedonians, when they were 
lords of Asia, and were no better than slaves, while 
- we have enjoyed liberty formerly ; nay, more than 
that, have had the dominion of the cities that lie 
round about us, and this nearly for a hundred and 
twenty years together, until Pompeius Magnus. 
And when all the kings everywhere were conquered 
by the Romans, our ancestors were the only people 
who contiaued to be esteemed Uieir confederates 
and friends, on account of their fidelitv to them. 

13. <* But," says Apion, ^ we Jews have not had 
any wonderful men amongst us, not any inventors 
of arts, nor any eminent for wisdom." He then 
enumerates Socrates, and Zeno, and Cleanthes, and 
some others of the same sort ; and after all, he 
adds himself to them, which is the most wonderful 
thing of all that he s^ys, and pronounces Alexan- 
dria to be happy, because it hath such a citisen as 
he is, in it ; for he was the fittest man to be a wit- 
ness to his own deserts, although he hath appeared 
to all others no better than a wicked mouutebank, 
of a corrupt life, and ill discourses ; on which ac- 
count one may justly pity Alexandria, if it ahould 
value itself upon sutm a citizen as he is. But 
as to oar own men, we have had those who 
•have been as deserving of commendation as any 
other whatsoever ; and such as have perused our 
Antiquities cannot be ignorant of them. 

14. As to the other Uiings which he sets down as 
blame-worthy, it may perhaps be the best way to 
let them pass without apology, that he may be al- 
lowed to be his own accuser, and the accuser of the 
rest of the Egyptians. However, he accuses us for 
sacrificing animals, and for abatainiug from swine's 
flesh, and laughs at us for the circumcision of our 
privy members. N<iw, as for our slaughter of tame 
animals for sacrifices, it is common to us and to all 
other men ; but this Apion, by making it a crime 
to sacrifice them, demonstrates himself to be an 
Egyptian ; for had he been either a Grecian or a 
Macedonian [as he pretends to be], he had not 
aliown an uneasineas at it ; for those people glory 
in sacrificing whole hecatombs to the gods, and 
make use of those sacrifices for feasting ; and yet 
is not the world thereby rendered destitute of cat- 
tle, as Apion was afraid would come to pass. Yet, 
if all mien had followed the manners of the Egyp- 
tuins, the world had certainly been made desokite 
as to mankind, but had been filled full of the wild- 
est sort of brute beasts, which, because they suppose 
them to be gods, tliey carefully nourish. However, 
if auy one should ask Apion which of the Egyptians 
he thinks to be the most wise, and most pious of 
them all, he would certainly acknowledge the priests 
to be so ; for the histories say that two things were 
originally committed to their care by their kings' 
injunctions, the worship of the gods, and the sup- 
port of wibdom and philosophy. Accordingly, 
these priests are all circumcised, and abstain from 
swine's flesh ; nor does any one of the otlier Egyp- 
tians assist them in slaying those sacrifices Uiey 
offer to the gods. Apion was therefore quite 
blinded in his mind when, for the sake of the Egyp- 
tians, he contrived to reproach us, and to accuse 
such others as not only make use of that conduct of 
life which he so much abuaesi but have also taught 



other men to be cvcumeised, as says Heroton; 
which makes me think that Apion is hereby jostlj 

Eunished for his casting such reproaebet on tk« 
iws of his own country ; for he was eirenmeisal 
himself of necessity, on account of an ulcer in ha 
privy member ; and when he received no bosfitby 
such circumeisieB, but his member became poind, 
he died ui great tormoDt. Now, men of good tem- 
pers, ought to observe their own laws connniif 
religion accurately, and to perasvere thaan, bat 
not presently to abuse the laws ef other Dsuoni 
while this Apion deserted his own laws, sad ttdd 
lies about oun ; and this was the end of Apioo^ 
life, and this shall be the conclusion of our dis- 
couzse about him. 

15. But now, since ApoIIonins Mob^ and Lvh- 
maehns, and some others, write treatises wb&A oar 
lawgiver Moses, and about oor laws, which we ne- 
ther just nor true, and tliia partly out of igsona^ 
but chiefly oUt of ill-wiU to us, wbile they caloniiB- 
ate Moses as an impostor and deoeiver, andprrtaid 
that our laws teach us wickedness, but nothing thai 
is virtuous, I have a mind to disooone bna;, 
according to my ability, about our whole cowoto- 
tion of government, and about the partieuhr 
branches of it ; for I suppose it will **>«»» °^ 
evident that the hiws we have given us are d^w 
after the best manner for the advancementof pwtri 
for mutual oommunion with one another, ^*fT[ 
nl love of mankmd, as aloo for justioe, and w 
sustaming Ubours wiih fortitude, and for acoot«mp« 
of death ; and I beg of those that ahaU pcfose tto 
writing of mine, to read it without pwtulity ; w» 
is not my purpose to write an encomium nponffff- 
selves, but 1 shall esteem this as a most J»***2!m 
gy for us, and taken from those our law^ ■««®2 
to which we lead our lives, against the maoj ■» 
the lying objections that have been made ^«» 
us. MoPB(>ver,sinoethisApolioniusdoosDoi»«*" 

Apk)n, and toy a continued *«c"«a^*<* /^^S 
but does it only by starts, and up w*^^*" ^ 
discourse, while he sometimes reproof » 
atheists, and man-haters, and somotimw «"* " 
the teeth with our want of courage, and J" T^I 
times, on the contrary, aocuees ns of too great u^ 
aess, and madness in our conduct ; i*y> ^ \ 
that we are the weakest of aU the *»«*»^ ^ 
this is the retaon why we are the on*/ P?^^ i 
have made no improvements in human life ; 
think I shall have then sufficienUy <*»»P^J[2o« 
these his allegations, when it shall *Pl^ *" ^ 
Uws enjoin the very reverse of ^****"**2««- 
that we very carefully observe those J^^J^L J 
and if I be compeUed to make menuoD of v»b^ 
of other natrons, that are contrary ^f^. ^ 
ought deservedly to thank thom«elves tor »^. 
have pretended to depreciate our ^^, !°. *^|7tfr 
son of their own ; nor will there, I v}i^ r^^ 
room after that, for them to pretend, •»"**^.\^ 
have no such laws ourselves, an epitome oi ^ 
I wil present to the reader, or **»*''• Sflo •' 
above all men, oontmue in the obB«^**** 
them. ^jLr^ard, ^ 

16. To begm then a good way '*Tjt |1k)|B 
would advance this, in the first pl&^ I^ofli^' 
who have been admirers of good order, »^ .^^^ 
ing under common Uws, and who beg«n ^ 
duce them, may well have thistestimooy,^^^^ 
are better than other men, both for ^"^^^^^ 
and such virtue as is agreeable to natiu^ ^ 
their endeavour was to have every thing 
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dained, belieyed to be Terjr ancient, that they might 
not be thought to imitate others, but might appear 
to haTe deliTered a regular way of living to others 
after them. Since tlien this is tlie case, the excel- 
lency of a legislator is seen in providing for the 
people's living after the best manner, and in pre- 
vailing with Uiose that are to use the laws he or- 
dains for them, to have a good opionion of them, 
and in obliging the multitude to persevere in them, 
and to make no changes in them, neitlier in pros- 
perity nor adversity. Now, I venture to say, that 
our legislator is the most ancient of all the legisla- 
tors whom we have anywhere heard of ; for as for 
the Lycurguses, and Solons, and Zaleucus Locren- 
eis, and all those legislators who are so admired by 
the Greeks, they seem to be of yesterday, if com- 
pared with our legislator, insomuoh as the very 
name of a law was not so much as known in old 
times anx>ng the Grecians. Homer is a witness to 
the truth of this observation, who never uses tiiat 
term in all his poems ; for indeed there was then 
no such thing among them, but the multitude was 
governed by wiee maxims, and by the injunctions 
of their king. It was also a long time* that they 
continued in the use of these unwritten customs, 
although they were alwuys chan^ng them upon 
several occasions ; but fc/r our legisUtor^ who was 
of so much greater antiquity than the rest (as even 
those that speak against us upon all occasions, do 
always confess), he exhibited himself to the people 
as their best governor and counsellor, and included 
in his legi&tion the entire conduct of their 
lives, and prevailed with them to receive it, and 
brought it so to pass, that those that were made 
acquainted witii hb Uws did most carefully observe 
them. 

17. But fet us consider his first and greatest 
work ; for when -it was resolved on by our forefa- 
thers to leave £g>'pt and return to their own coun- 
try, this Moses took the many ten thousands that 
were of the people, and saved them out of many 
desperate distresses, and brought them home in 
safety. And certainly it was here necessary to 
travel over a country without water, and full of 
Band, to overcome their enemies, and, during these 
battles^ to preserve their children and their wives, 
and their prey ; on all which occasions he became 
an excellent general of an army, and a most pru- 
dent counsellor, and one that took the truest care 
of them all : he also so brought it about, that the 
whole multitude depended upon him ; and while he 
had them always obedient to what he enjoined, he 
made no manner of ose of his authority for his own 
private advantage, which is the usual time when 
governors gain great powers to themselves, and 
pave the way for tyranny, and accustom the multi- 
tude to live very dissolutely ; whereas, when our 
legislator was in so great authority, he, on the con- 
trary, thought he ought to have regard to piety, 
and to show his great good-will to the people ; and 
by thia means he thought he might show tiie great 
degree of virtue that was in him, and might procure 
the most lasting security to those who had made 
him their governor. When he had therefore come 
to such a good resolution, and had performed such 
wonderful exploits, we had just reason to look upon 
ourselvee as having him for a divine governor and 
counsellor ; and when he had at first persuaded 

'91*. After OMgrMiteiitpnrt of til* world had Ufl off OMlr otedtene* 
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himselff that his actions and designs were agreeable 
to God's will, he thought it his duty to impress, 
above all things, that notion upon the multitude ; 
for those who have once believed that God is the 
inspector of their lives, will not permit themselves 
in any sin ; and this is the character of our legisla- 
tor : he was no impostor, no deceiver, as his revilr 
ers say, though unjustiy, but such a one as they 
brag Minos^ to have been among the Greeks, and 
other legislators after him ; for some of them sup- 
pose that they had their laws from Jupiter, while 
Minos said that the revelation of his laws was to be 
referred to Apollo, and his oracle at Delphi, whe- 
ther they really thoucht they were so derived, or 
supposed, however, that they could persuade the 
people easily that so it was ; but whicn of these it 
was who made the best laws, and which had the 
greatest reason to believe that God was their author^ 
it will be easy, upon comparing those laws them- 
selves together, to determine ; for it is time that 
we came to that point Now§ there are innumera- 
ble differences in the particular customs and laws 
that are among all mankind, which a man may 
briefly reduce under the following heads : — Some 
legislators have permitted their governments to be 
under monarchies, others put them under oligar- 
chies, and others under a republican form ; but our 
legislator had no regard to any of these forma, but 
he ordained our government to be what, by a strained 
expression, mav be termed a Theocracy,|l by ascrib- 
ing the authority and the power to God, and by 
persuading all the people to have a regard to him, 
as the author of all the good things enjoyed either 
in common by all mankind, or by each one in par* 
ticular, and of all that they themselves obtained by 
praying to him in their greatest difficulties. He 
informed them that it was impossible to escape 
God*s observation, either in any of our outward 
actions, or in any of our inward thoughts. More- 
over, he represented God as unbegotten,^ and im- 

i TMs hagoas*, that Moa« frCKTCV iaVTWy •'pmiudwl bim. 
■•If" that what h« did ww aeeordli^ to God** will, ean naaa no mors, 
by JsMphiu'B own oooMant noUona olMwhw*, than that h« was ** Smitf 
porauaded," ibal h« had " fully »ti«fl«d hfaMelf." that m It was, vir 
lijr tba many nvalatlona ha had raealved from God, and tha niuaaroua 
nUraelw CSod had eiiahlad him to work, aa ha boih In than vaiy t»w 
books aflalaat Apioo, and In hta AatlquUits, moat daaily and flraqiiantlj 
aafturet ua. This la ihrthar evident mim aaveral panajsi loww, whara 
h« affirms that Moaes waa no Impostor nor dceeWer, and where he as- 
sures us that lloias's eonstiUitlon of goTenment waa no ether than » 



theoency j and where he says thry are to hope for deUteraaee out of 

their dUtrau by prayer lo Qod, and that withal " ^- ' 

thla prophetlo spirit U Moses that the Jv»b < 



i that withal It was owlnt in part to 



fromthedead. SeealmottaastianfaaaaaorthaliJia wvedi^ ircwcur 

TOV QeOVj «' to pswuads Qod,- AnHq. h. ri. eh. t. aoet. & 

i That is, Moass really was, what tha haathen kglalatori pretended Vt 
be, under a divine dinotloa ; nor doea It yat i^vpanr that Umm preteu^ 
alons lo a wpernatiiral eonduet, either la these leglslaiars or wnwlsBk 
were mere delusions of man without any demoniacal imprsasione, nir 
that Joaephostook them no lo bet as the aaelaniest and ooatamponny 
auihora did still believe them to be superaaturaL 



I This whole very laige pasaafs Is oMvaetsd by Dr. Hndaoa, -fivn 
uaebltts's eiUtton of It, Pnep. Xvaaael. vlil. ■,'"'' 
little dUferent ftom the present Mdd. ofJoeephua. 



Xuaabltts's eiUtloa of It, Pnep. XvaaML vlil. a,' whtah la 1 
"itle dUferent ftom the present Mdd. ofJoeephua. 

I ThU ezpNaslon itself, OiOKpOTUlP dlTcdct^C TO IToXi- 

rev/ia, that ** Xosa* omijnad tha Jewish fovenmont to be a .Th*>. 
ccaoy," may be fflusUmted by that parallel axpre'skw In the AnUq. h. 
Ul. eh. vlil. seet 0, that ** Meeaa left It to God to be present at hlsaaorl- 



ccaoy," may be fflusUmted by that parallel axpre'skw In the AnUq. h. 
Ul. eh. vlil. seet 0, that ** Meeaa left It to God to be present at hlsaaorl- 
floae when he pleaded j and when he pleased, to be a&aent.'' Both ways 



of speaking round harsh In tha can of Jews and Christlaae, as do eeva. 
ml othen which JoMphoa use* lo the Heathens) bat still they were aol 
very Improper in him. whan he all along thought St to aeeonimaanea 
himself, both la hie Antlqultlee, and In theee his UMka afalaat Apaoo, 
all writtan ftir the use of the Oredca and Bomaas, to their aottaDs and 
language, and this as flu as ever truth would give htan leave x tlioagh tt 
Is verr obasrvable withal, that he never uses exprsaslons la his books of 
tha War, written originally far the Jews beyoad Baahmles aad la thatr 
language. In all these easea. However, Joaephas dlraatly aappossa tha 
Jewish settlement under Moses, to be a divlaaeettanent, and taMlaad 
no other than a real Theoeraey. 

5 Thaeo esoellent aooonnts of tha dlvlaa attHbuta*, aad that God la 
not lobe at all known in his eeaanee, aa also some other dear expraa. 
8lan« about the rcaumotlun of the dead, and tha state of de|iariL>d aoula. 
Stc. lo this late work of Jo»ephas, look mora like the ejuUtsd uotkms of 
the £mauas, « nOhat XKonlts Christiana, ihau thoao uf a mace Jaw « 
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mutable, through all eternity, superior to all mortal 
conceptions in pulchritnde ; and, though known to 
us by his power, yet unknown to us as to his es- 
bence. I do not now explain how these notions of 
God are the senUments of the wisest among the 
Grecians, and bow they were taught them upon the 
principles that he afforded them. However, they 
testify with great assurance, that these notions are 
just, and agreeable to the nature of God, and to his 
majesty ; for Pythagoras, and Anaxagoras, and 
PlatOy and the Stoic philosophers that succeeded 
them, and almost all the rest, are of the same sen- 
timents, and had the same notions of the nature of 
God ; yet durst not these men disclose those true 
notions to more than a few, because the body of the 
people were prejudiced wiUi other opinions before- 
nand. But our legislator, who made his actions 
Agree to his laws, did not only prevail with tliose 
thnt were his contemporaries to agree with these 
his notions, but so firmly imprinted this faith in 
God upon all their posterity, that it could never be 
removed. The reason why the constitution of this 
legislation was ever better directed to the utility of 
all, than other legislations were, is this, that Moses 
did not make religion a part of virtue, but he saw 
and he ordained other virtues to be a part of reli- 
gion ; I mean justice, and fortitude, and temper- 
ance, and a uniTersal agreement of the members of 
the community with one another ; for all our ac- 
tions and studies, and all our words, [in Moses's 
settlement] have a referenoe to piety towards God ; 
for he hath left none of these in suspense, or unde- 
termined ; for there are two ways of coming at any 
sort of learning, and a moral conduct of life : the 
one is by instruction in words, the other by practi- 
cal exercises. Now, other lawgivers have separa- 
ted these two ways in their opinions, and choosing 
one of those ways of instruction, or that which best 
pleased every one of them, neglected the other. 
Thus did the Lacedemonians and the Cretans teach 
by practical exercises, but not by words ; while the 
Athenians, and almost all the other Grecians, made 
laws about what was to be done, or left undone, but 
had no regard to the exercising them thereto in 
practice. 

18. But for our legislator, he very carefully 
Joined these two methods of instruction togetlier ; 
for he neither left these practical exercises to go on 
without verbal instruction, nor did he permit the 
hearing of the law to proceed without the exercises 
for practice ; but beginning immediately from the 
earliest infancy, and Uie appointment of every one's 
diet, he left nothing of tlie very smallest conse- 
quence to be done at the pleasure and disposal of 
the person himself. Accordingly, he made a fixed 
rule of law, what sorts of food they should abstain 
from, and what sorts they should use ; as also, what 
oommunion they should have with others, wliat 
great diligence they should use in their occupations, 
and what tunes of rest should be interposed, that, 
by living under that law as under a lather and a 



•TMoMs's Ifti 



The follimiog luf* ■ 
(l«iiv«d from > 



ite alio of ttie lawi of Mom*, tMin 

_, iBlerpnteltoiM aod Improvomcnu 

Feias Christ, than to tko ten ktter of 
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master, we might be guilty of no sin, neither volon- 
tary nor out of ignorance ; for be did not suffer the 
guUt of ignorance to go on without punishment, but 
demonstrated the law to be tlie best and the most 
necessary instruction of all others, permitting the 
people to leave off their otiier employments, and to 
assemble together for the bearing of the law, and 
learning it exactly, and this not once or twice, or 
oftener, but every week ; which thing, all the other 
legislators seem to have neglected. 

19. And indeed, the greatest part of manldDd are 
so far from living accoi^ing to their own laws, that 
they hardly know them ; but when they have sinned 
they learn from others that they have tn^^ressed 
the law. Those also who are in the highest and 
principal posts of the govemmenty confess they an 
not acquainted with those laws, and are obliged 
to take such persons for their assessors in public 
administrations as profess to have skill in tboM 
Uws ; but for our people, if any body do but ask 
any one of them about our laws, he wiU more readi- 
ly tell them ail, tlian he will tell his own name, and 
this in consequence of our having learned them im- 
mediately as soon as ever we became sensible of any 
thing, and of our having them, as it were, engnves 
on our souls. Our transgressors of them are but 
few ; and it is impossible, when any do offend, to 
escape punishment 

20. And this very thing it is that principally cre- 
ates such a wonderful agreement of minds amongit 
us all ; for this entire agreement of ours in all our 
notions concerning God, and our having no differ* 
ence in our course of life and manners, procures 
among us tl^e most excellent concord of these our 
manners that is anywhere among mankind ; for m 
other people but we Jews, have avoided all dis- 
courses about God that any way oontratlict one aoo- . 
ther, which yet are frequent among other natioot ; 
and this is true not only among oi^inary person^ > 
according as every one is affected, but some of tlie 
philosophers have been insolent enough to iodulgs 
such contradictions, while some of tliem have nn- | 
dertaken to use such words as entirely take awajr | 
the nature of God, as others of them haTS taken ^ 
away his providence over mankind. Nor csn anj ^ 
one perceive amongst us any difference in the coo- 
duct of our lives ; but all our works are common to 
us alL We have one sort of disoouise conceminf 
God, which is conformable to our Uw, and aifinni 
that he sees aU things ; as also, we have but one 
way of speakine concerning the conduct of our U^ 
that all other Uiings ought to have piety for tftetf 
end ; and this any body may hear from oar women, 
and servants themselves. , . i, 

21. Hence faaUi arisen that accusation «1wcd 
some make against us, that we have not prodncea 
men that have been tlie inventors of new opera^ 
tions, or of new ways of speaking ; for others inw 
it a fine tiling to persevere in nothing tliat baa we 
delivered down from their forefaUiers, •n".^!^ 
testify it to be an instance of the sharpest ww^. 
when these men venture to transgress those tx*»^^ 
tions ; whereas we, on the contrary, ^PP"®*^-^, 
be our only wisdom and virtue to admit no sen 
nor supposals that are contrary to our ^i^.J:^i^ 
which procedure of ours is a just *°*^ •"'V?'L gi 
our law is admirably constituted ; for sueh to ^ 
are not thus well made, are convicted npoo »"< 
want amendment. . , jj^ 

22. But while we are ourselves V^^f^^ n 
our Uw was made agreeably to the viii w ^ ' 
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would be impious for us not to observe the same ; 
for what is there in it that any body would change I 
and what can be invented better ! or what can we 
take out of other people's laws that will exceed it 1 
Perhaps some would have the entire settlement of 
our government altered. And where shall we find 
A better or more righteous constitution than ours, 
while this makes us esteem Gh>d to be the governor 
of the universe, and permits the priests in general 
to be the administrators of the principal affairs, and 
withal intrusts the government over the other priests 
to the chief high-priest himself I which priests our 
legislator, at tiieir first appointment, did not ad- 
^iince to that dignity for their riches, or any abuu' 
dance of other possessions, or any plenty they had 
as the gifts of fortune ; but he intrusted the princi- 
pal management of divine worship to those that ex- 
ceeded others in an ability to persuade men, and in 
prudence of conduct. These men had the main 
care of the law and of the other parts of the people's 
conduct committed to them ; lor they were the 
priests who were ordained to be the inspectors of 
all, and the judges in doubtful eases, and the pun- 
ishers of those that were condemned to suffbr pun- 
ishment. 

23. What form of government then can be more 
holy than this 1 what more wortliy kind of worship 
can be paid to Grod than we pay, where the entire 
body of the people are prepared for religion, where 
an extraordinary degree of care is required in the 
priests, and where the whole polity is so ordered as 
if it were a certain religious solemnity 1 For what 
things foreigners, when they solemnize such festi- 
vals, are not able to observe for a few days' time, 
and call them Mysteries and Sacred Ceremonies, 
we observe with great pleasure and an unshaken 
resolution during our whole lives. . Wliat are the 
things then that we are commanded or forbidden 1 
They are simply and easily known. The first com- 
mand is concerning God, and affirms that God con- 
tains all things, and is a being every way perfect 
and happy, self-sufficient, and supplying all other 
beingpB ; the beginning, the middle, and the end of 
all things. He is manifest in his works and bene- 
fits, and more conspicuous than any other being 
whatsoever ; but as to his form and magnitude, he 
is most obscure. All materials, let them be ever 
so costly, are unworthy to compose an image for 
him ; and all arts are unartful to express the no- 
tion we ought to liave of him. We can neither see 
nor think of any thing like him, nor is it agreeable 
to piety to form a resembhinoe of him. We see his 
works, the light, the heaven, the earth, the sun and 
the moon, the waters, the generations of animals, 
the productions of fruits. These things hath 
God made, not with hands, not with labour, nor 
as wanting tiie assistance of any to co-operate with 
him ; but as his will resolved they should be made, 
and be good also, they were made, and became 
good immediately. All men ought to follow this 
j3etng, and to worship him in the exercise of virtue ; 
for this way of worship of God is the most holy of 
all others. 

24. There ought also to be but one temple for 
one Grod ; for Ukenesa is the constant foundation of 
agreement. This temple ought to be common to all 
men, because he is the common God of all men. 
His priests are to be continually about his worship, 
over whom he that is the first by his birth, is to be 
their ruler perpetual^ His business must be to 
offer sacrifices to God, together with those priests 

2 u 



that are joined with him, to see that the iaws b6 
observed; to determine controversies, and to punish 
those that are convicted of injustice ; while he that 
does not submit to him shall be subject to the same 
pUDishment as if he had been guilty of impiety to- 
wards God himself. When we offer sacrifices to 
him, we do it not in order to surfeit ourselves, or 
to be drunken ; for such excesses are against the 
will of . God, and would be an occasion of injuries 
and of luxury ; but by keeping ourselves sober, 
orderly, and ready for our other occupations, and 
being more temperate than others. And fur our 
duty at the sacrifices themselves, we ought in tlie 
first place to pray* for the common welfare of all, 
and after that our own ; for we are made for fel- 
lowship one with another ; and he who prefers the 
common good before what is peculiar to himself, is 
above all acceptable to Gtod. And let our prayers 
and supplications be made humbly to God, not [so 
much] that he would give us what is good (for he 
hath already given that of his own accord, and hath 
proposed the same publicly to all), as that we may 
duly receive it, and when we have received it, may 
preserve it Now the ]fiw has appointed several 
purifications at our sacrifices, whereby we are 
cleansed after a funeral, after what sometimes hap- 
pens to us in bed, and after accompanying with our 
wives, and upon many other occasions, too long now 
to set down. Aud this is our doctrine concerning 
God and his worship, and is the same that the law 
appoints for our practice. 

25. But then, what are our Uws about marriage t 
That law owns no otlier mixture of sexes but tiiat 
which nature hath appointed, of a man with his 
wife, and that this be used only for the procreation 
of children. But it abhors the mixture of a male 
with a male ; and if any oue do that, death is his 
puuishment. It commands us also, when we mar- 
ry, not to have regard to portion, nor to take a 
woman by violence, nor to persuade her deceitfully 
and knavishly ; but demand her in marriage of 
him who hath power to dispose of her, and is fit to 
give her away by the nearness of his kindred ; for, 
saith the Scripture, '* A woman b inferior to her 
husband in all things.t" Let her, therefore, be 
obedient to him ; not so, that he should abuse her, 
but that she may acknowledge her duty to her 
husband ; for God hath given the authority to the 
husband. A husband, therefore, is to lie only witli 
his wife whom he hath married ; but to have to do 
with another man's wife is a wicked thing ; which, 
if any one venture upon, death is inevitably his 
puni&hment -: no more can he avoid the same, who 
forces a virgin betrothed to another man, or entices 
another man's wife. The law, moreover, enjoins 
us to bring up all our offspring, and forbids women 
to cause abortion of what is begotten, or to destroy 
it afterward ; and if any woman appears to have 
done so, she will be a murderer of her child, by 
destroying a living creature, and diminishing hu- 
man kind ; if any one, therefore, proceeds to such 
fornication, or murder, he cannot be dean. More- 

» W« may bci« obMrre, how known a thing It wm Mnooc th« /tw 



•aa miuiT otbar tnstaooM, tbM amerlfitm w«n *ttt 
riMoot 1 — ^ 

- ^ ..^Mcrifli , , 

■t vins." Howe v«r, Umm MMlcnt lorau used 1 HMjrtfleM Mr* now feotnUy 
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npuklad wlihtmyeni wiMoot Ruwi piobnblv cuim thoM phnuM 
Um weiiflc* of prayer, lh« Mcrifloa of pniw, tlM •Mriflot of UuMln. 
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to tIt«no tmall dMnag* of true ivllglon. It !■ b«« aho ■ Jte wdlag 
rtmarlutble, that although th* tonpia ni Jamaalem waa built aa tha only 
plac* wber* tha whole nation of tlw Jaws war* to ofBtr their eaorlfloai, 
yet ie there no nwntkm of the " saerifloea" thamaalvc-, batof " utftnT 
only. In BohNnon's long and flunoue form of devotion at tia «todtoatlon, 
I KingB rUL, S Chroo. vi. tk* alao many paoagn dtad in th* ApoaU». 
Ueal CooaUtatlooe, rU. 87, and of iha War above, b. rlL eh. v. Mat. «. 
i Thla Mat la newhafa In our prekant copiai of iba Old Teetamaui. 



Digitized by LjDOQIC 



658 



FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS AGAINST APION. 



11. 



OTor, tbe Uw enjoins, that after the man and wife 
have lain together in a regular waj, they shall bathe 
themselTes ; for there is a defilement contracted 
thereby, both in soul and body, as if they had gone 
into another country ; for indeed the soul, by being 
united to the body, is subject to miseries, and is 
not freed therefrom again but by death ; on which 
account, the law requires this purification to be en- 
tirely performed. 

26. Nay, indeed, the law does not permit us to 
make festivals at the births of our children, and 
thereby afibrd occasion of drinking to excess ; but 
it ordains that the Tery beginning of our education 
should be immediately directed to sobriety. It also 
commands us to bring those children up in learning 
and to exercise them in the kiws, and make them 
acquainted with the acts of their predecessors, in 
order to their imitation of them, and that they may 
be nourished up in the laws from their infancy, and 
might neither transgress them, nor yet hare any 
pretence for their ignorance of them. 

27. Our law has also taken care of the decent 
burial of the dead, but without any extravagant 
expenses for their funerals, and without the erection 
of any illustrious monuments for them ; but hath 
ordered that their nearest relations should perform 
their obsequies ; and hath shown it to be regular, 
that all who pass by when any one is buried, anould 
accompany tne funeral, and join in the lamentation. 
It also ordains, that the house and its inhabitants 
should be purified after the funeral is over, that 
every one may thence learn to keep at a great dis- 
tance from the thoughts of being pure, if he hath 
been once guilty of murder. 

28. The law ordains also, that parents should be 
honoured immediately after God nimself, and deli- 
vers that son who does not requite them for the 
benefits he hath received from them, but is defici- 
ent on any such occasion, to be stoned. It also 
■ays, that the ^ouug men should pay due respect to 
every elder, smoe God is the elaest of all beings. 
It does not give leave to conceal any thing from our 
friendsi because that is not true friendship which 
will not commit all things to tlieu: fidelity : it also 
forbids the revelation of secrets, even though an 
enmity arise between them. If any judge takes 
bribes, his punishment is death : he that overlooks 
one that off'ers him a petition, and this when he is 
able to relieve htm, he is a guilty person. What is 
not by any one intrusted to another, ought not to be 
required back again. — No one is to touch another'*s 
goods. He that lends money, must not demand 
usury for its loan. These, and many more of the 
like sort, are the rules that unite us in the bands of 
loeiety one with another. 

29. It will also be worth our while to see what 
equity our legislator would have us to exercise in 
our intercourse with strangers ; for it will thence 
appear that he made the best provision he could 
possibly, both that we should not dissolve our own 
constitution, nor show an envious mind towards 
those that would cultivate a friendship with us. 
Accordingly, our legislator admits all those that 
have a mind to observe our laws, so to do ; and 
this after a friendly manner, as esteeming that a true 
union, which not onl^ extends to our own stock, but 
to those that would hve after the same manner with 
us ; vet does he not allow those that come to us by 
nceideiit only, to be admitted into communion with 
us. 

30. However, there are other things which onr 



legislator ordained for us heforehandy which eC ne- 
cessity we ought to do in common to sm meoi ; aa to 
afford fire, and water, and food to all saeh ■■ want 
it ; to show them the roads ; and not to let any ona 
lie unburied. He also would have ns treat those 
that are esteemed our enemies^ with moderation ; 
for he doth not allow us to set their ooontry on fire, 
nor permit us to cut down those trees thai bear 
fruit : nay, farther, he forbids us to spoil those that 
have been shun in war. He hath also provided for 
such as are taken captive, that they maj not be in- 
jured, and espedally that the womea nuij not be 
abnsed. Indeed he hath taught us geatleoess sad 
humanity so effectually, that he h&tfa not diMpised 
the care of brute beasts, by permitting no other 
than a reguUr use of them, and forbiddmg any 
other ; and if any of them come to our booses, 
like suppliants, we are forbidden to elay them: 
nor may we kill tlie dams, together with their 
young ones ; but we are obliged, even in an eoeokj's 
country, to spare and not to kill tliooe ereatnrei 
that labour for mankind. Thus hath onr lawgiver 
contrived to teach us an equitable condnct evecy 
way, by using us to such laws as instruei ns thereio ; 
while at the same time he hath ordained, that socb 
ns break these laws diould be punished, without the 
allowance of any excuse whatsoever. 

31. Now the greatest part of oflienoes with usara 
capital ; as if any one be guilty of adnltsKj ; if any 
one force a virgin ; if any one be so impudent as to 
attempt sodomy with a male ; or if, upon another^ 
making an attempt upon him, he sobmics to be se 
used. There is also a law for slaves of the tike na- 
ture, that can never be avoided. Moreorer, if any 
one cheats another in measures or weights^ or makes 
a knavish bai^gain and sale, in order to cheat ano- 
ther ; if any one steal what belongs to another, and 
takes what he never deposited ; i3l these have pun- 
ishments allotted them, not such as are met with 
among other nations, but more severe ones. Aad 
as for attempts of unjust behaviour towards parent^ 
or impiety against God, though they be not acin- 
ally accomplished, the offenders are destroyed im- 
mediately. However, the reward for sneh as live 
exactly according to the laws, is not silver or gold ; 
it is not a garland of olive- branches or of smallage^ 
nor any such public sign of commendation : but evecy 
good man hath his own conscience bearing witness 
to himself, and by virtue of our legislatoirlB prophe- 
tic spirit, and of the firm security God h»ni«|^|f ^. 
fords such a one, he believes that God hath made 
this grant to those that observe these laws, evea 
though they be obliged readily to die for them, that 
they shall come into bein^ again, and at a certain 
revolution of things, receive a better life than they 
had enjoved before. Nor would I venture to writs 
thus at this time, were it not well known to all by 
our actions that many of our people have many a 
time bravely resolved to endure any sufferingSy ra- 
ther than speak one word against our law. 

32. Nay, indeed, in case it had so fisUen out, thai 
our nation had not been so thoroughly knova 
among all men as they are, and our voluntary sub- 
mission to our laws had not been so open and maoi* 
fest as it is, but that somebodv bad pretended to 
have written these laws himself, and had read them 
to the Greeks, or had pretended that he had met 
with them out of the limits of the known world, that 
had such reverend notions of God, and luui eoo- 
tinued for a long tune in ^m firm observaaee of 
such laws as ours, i cannoMWttiq>pQ«e that all man 
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would admire them on a reflection upon the fre- 
quent changes they had therein heen themnelyes 
subject to ; and this while thoee that have attempt- 
ed to write somewhat of the same kind for politic 
government, and for latrs, are accused as composing 
monstrous tilings, and are said to have midertaken 
an impossible task npon them. And here I will 
say nothing of those other philosophers^ who have 
undertaken any thing of thb nature in tiieir wri- 
tings. But even Plato himself, who is so admired 
by the Greeks on account of that gravity in his 
manner and force in his words, and uat ability he 
had to persuade men beyond all other philosophers, 
is little bettor than laughed at, and exposed to ridi- 
cule on that account, by those that pretend to saga- 
city in political affairs ; although he Uiat shall dili- 
gently peruse his wrHinss, will find his precepts to 
be BomewJ^at gentle, and pretty near to toe customs 
of the generality of mankmd. Nay, Plato himself 
confesseth that it is not safe to publidi the true 
notion concerning God among the ignorant multi- 
tude. Yet do some men look upon Plato's dis- 
courses as no better than certain Idle words set off 
with great artifice. However, they admire Lycur- 
gus as the principal lawgiver ; and all men cele- 
brate Sparta for having continued in the firm ob- 
servance of his laws for a very long time. So £ar 
then we have gained, that it is to be confessed a 
mark of virtue to submit to laws.* But then let 
such as admire this in the LacedemMiians compare 
that duration of theirs with more than two thou- 
sand years, which om: political government hath 
coDtinued ; and let them farther consider, that 
though the Lacedemonians did seem to observe 
their laws exactly while they enjoyed their liberty, 
yet that when they underwent a change in their 
fortune, they forgot almost all those Uws ; while 
we, having been under ton thousand changes in our 
fortune by the changes that happened among the 
kings of Asia, have never betrayed our laws under 
the most pressing distresses we have been in ; nor 
have we neglected them either out of sloth or for a 
livelihood.t Nav, if any one will consider it, the 
difficulties and labours hud upon tis, have been 
greater than what appears to have been borne by 
the Lacedemonian fortitude, while they neither 
I>loughed their land, nor exercised any trades, but 
lived in their own city, free from all su<^ pains-to- 
king, in the enjoynnent of plenty, and using such 
exercises as might improve their bodies, while they 
made use of other men as their servanto for all the 
necessaries of life, and had their food prepared for 
them by the others : and these good and humane 
actions they do lor no other purpose but this, that 
by theur actions and their suffenngs, thev may be 
able to conquer all these against whom they make 
war. I need not add this, that they have not been 
fully able to observe their laws ; for not only a few 
single persons, but multitudes of them, have in heaps 
neglected those laws, and have delivered them- 
selves, together with theur arms, into the hands of 
their enemies. 

33. Now as for ourselvesy I venture to say, that 
no one can tell of so many ; nay, not of more than 
one or two that have betrayed our laws, no not out 
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of fear of death itself ; I do not mean such an easy 
death as happens in battles, but that which eomes 
with bodily torments, and seems to be the se- 
verest kind of death of all others. Now I think, 
those that have conquered us have put us to such 
deaths, not out of their hatred to as when they had 
subdued us, but rather out of theur desire of seeing 
a suxprisine sieht, which is this, whether there be 
such men m the world who believe that no evil h 
to them so great as to be compelled todo or tospeak 
any thing contrary to their own kws. Nor ought 
men to wonder at us« if we are more courageous in 
dying for our laws than all other men are ; for 
other men do not easily submit to the easier things 
in whidi we are instituted ; I mean working with 
our hands, and eating but little, and being contented 
to eat and drink, not at random, or at every one's 
pleasure, or being under invioUble rules in lying 
with our wives, in magnificent furniture, and again 
in the observation of our times of rest ; while those 
that can use their swords in war, and can put their 
enemies to flight when they attack them, cannot 
bear to submit to such laws about their way of liv- 
ing : whereas our being accustomed willingly to 
submit to laws in these instances, renders us fit to 
show our fortitude npon other occasions also. 

34. Yet do the Lysimachi and the Molones, and 
9ome o^her writers (unskilful sophiste as they are, 
and the deceivers of youns men) reproach us as 
the vilest of all mankind. Now I have no mind to 
make an inquiry into the laws of other nations ; for 
the custom of our country is to keep our own laws, 
but not to accuse the laws of others. And indeed| 
our legishitor hath expressly forbidden us to laugh 
at and revile thoee that are esteemed gods by other 
people^: on account of the very name of God as- 
cribed to them. But since our antagoniste thinks to 
run us down upon the comparison of their religion 
and ours, it is not possible to keep silence here, es- 
pecially while what I shall say to oonfhto these men 
will not be now first said, but hath been already 
said by many, and these of the highest reputotion 
also ; for who is there among thoee that have been 
admired among tiie Greeks for wisdom, who hath 
not greatly bhimed both the most fiimous poeto and 
most celebrated legislators, for spreading such no- 
tions originally among the body of the people con- 
cerning the gods t such as these, tiiat they may be 
allowed to be as numerous as they have a mind to 
have them ; that they are besotten one by another, 
and that after all the kinds of generatioo you ean 
imagine. They also distinguish them in their places 
and ways of living, as they would distinguish seve- 
ral sorts of animals : as some to be under the 
earth ; some to be in the sea : and the ancientest 
of them all to be bound in hell ; and for those tc 
whom they have allotted heaven, they have set 
over them one, who in title is their &ther, but in 
his actions a tyrant and a lord ; whence it came to 
pass that his wife, and brother, and (daughter whicb 
daughter he brought forth from his own head), 
made a conspiracy against him to seise upon him 
and confine him, as he had himself seised upon and 
confined his own £sther before. 

35. And justly have the wisest men thought these 
notions deserved severe rebokes ; they afio laugh 
at them for determining that we ought to believe 
some of the gods to be beardless and yoong, and 
others of them to be old, and to have beards accord* 
ingly : that some are set to trades ; that one god is 
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ft sraitfa) and auother goddess is a weaver ; tha^ one 
god is a warrior, and fights with men ; that some 
of them are harpers, or delight in archery ; and 
besides, that mutual seditions arise among them, 
and that they quarrel about men, and this so far, 
that they not only lay hands upon one another, but 
that they are wounded by men, and lament, and 
take on for such their afflictions ; but what is tlie 
grossest of all in point of lasciviousnese, are those 
unbounded lusts ascribed to almost all of them, and 
their amours ; which how can it be other than a 
most absurd supposal, especially when it reaches to 
the male gods, and to the female goddesses also 1 
Moreover, the chief of all their gods, ftnd their first 
&ther himself, overlooks those goddesses whom he 
hath deluded and begotten with child, and suffers 
them to be kept in prison, or drowned in the sea. 
He is also so bound up by fate, that he cannot save 
his own oflfspriog, nor can he bear their deaths 
without shedding of tears. — These are fine things 
indeed I as are the rest that follow. Adulteries 
truly are so impudently looked on in heaven by tlie 
gods, that some of them fakve confessed tliey envied 
those that were found in the very act ; and why 

. should the^ not do ao, when the eldest of them, 
who is their king also, hath not been able to re- 
stiva himself in the violence of his lust, from lying 
with his wife, so long as they might get into Uieir 
bed-chamber ) Now, some of the gods are servants 

. to men, and will sometimes be biulders for a re- 
ward, and sometimes will be shepherds ; while 
others of them, like malefactors, are bound in a 
prison of brass ; and what sober person is thero 
who would not be provoked at such stories, and 
rebuke those that forged them, and condemn tlie 
great silliness of those that admit them for true ! 
Nay, others there are that have advanced a certain 
timoronsoess and fear, as also madness and fraud, 
and any other of the vilest passions, into the nature 
and form of gods, and have persuaded whole cities 
to offer sacrifices to the better sort of tliem ; on 
which account they have been absolutely forced to 
esteem some gods as the givers of good things, and 
to call others of them averters of evil. They also 
endeavour to move them,' as they would the vilest 
of men, by gifts add presents, as lookin j^ for nothing 
else than to receive jMme great mischief from 
them, unless they pay them such wages. 

86. Wherefore it deserves our inquiry what should 
be the occasion of this unjust imuiageraent, aad of 
these scandals about the Deity. And truly I sup- 
pose it to be derived from the imperfect knowledge 
the heathen legislators had at first of the true na- 
ture of God ; nor did they explain to the people 
even so far as they. did comprehend of it : nor did 
tiiey compose tlie other parts of tlieir political set- 
tlements aooording to it but omitted it as a thing of 
very little consequence, and gave leave both to the 
poets to introduce what gods they pleased, and 
those subject to all sorts of passious, and to the 
oratOTB to procure political decrees from the people 
for the admission of such foreign gods as they 
thought proper. The painters alM, and statuaries 
of Greece, had herein great power, as each of them 
oould contrive a shape [proper for a God] ; the 
one to be formed out of clay, and the other by 
making a bue picture of such a one ; but those 
workoMn that were principally admired, had the 
use of ivory and of gold as the constant materials 
for their new statues ; [whereby it comes to pass 
that some temples are quite deserted, while others 



are in great esteem, and adorned with all tb* titve 
of all kinds of purification]. Besides this, the first 
gods, who have long flourished in the hoixMin doos 
them, are now grown old, [while those that floor- 
ished after them are come In their roooi as » se- 
cond rank, that I may speak the most honoorablj 
of them that I can] : nay, certain other gods therm 
are who are newly introduced, and newly worship- 
ped [as we, by way of digression have said already, 
and yet have left their places of worship deeolafee] ; 
and for tlieir temples, some of them are ahead/ 
left desolate, and others are built anew, aeeording 
to the pleasure of men ; whereas they ought to 
have preserved their opinion about God, and that 
worship which is due to him, always and immnta- 
bly the same. 

S(. Bat now, this ApoUonius Molo «aa one of 
these foolish and proud men. Howeve^ Dothiog 
that I have said was unknown to thooe'that wcxe 
real philosophers among the Greeks, dot were they 
unacquainteid with those frigid preCeneee of allego- 
ries [which had been alleged for snch thiDgs] : oo 
which account they justly despised them, but have 
still agreed with us as to the true mnd 'beconrinf 
notions of God ; whence it was tiiat Plato would 
not have political settlements to admit of anyooe of 
the other poets, and dismisses even Homer hime^, 
with a garland on his head, and with oiBtnaeoe 
poured upon him, and this because he slioald not 
destroy the right notions of God with his fisblea. 
Nay, Plato principally imitated our legislator in 
this point, that he enjtMued his citiaens to have the 
main regard to this precept, '* That every one of 
them should learn their laws accurately.*' He also 
ordained, that thev should not admit of foretgncrs 
tnteimixtng wiUi their own people at random ; and 
provided that the commonwealth shonld keep itself 
pure, and consist of such only as persevered in their 
own Uws. ApoUonius Molo did no way consider 
this, when he made it one branch of his aeeosatioo 
agaiust us, that we do not admit of auch as have 
different notions about God, nor will we have fel- 
lowship with those that choose to observe a way of 
living different from ourselves ; yet is not this me- 
thod peculiar to us, but common to all other men ; 
not among the ordinary Grecians only, bat among 
such of tliose Grecians as are of tlie greatest repu- 
tation among them. Moreover, the Lacedemoniaos 
continued in their way of expelling foreignefs, and 
would not, indeed, give leave to U^ir own people to 
travel abroad, as suspecting that thoee two things 
would introduce a dissolution of their own laws : 
and perhaps there may be some reason to blame 
the rigid severity of the Lacedemonians, for they 
bestowed the privilege of their city on no foreigners, 
nor would give leave to themto stay among them : 
whereas we, though we do not think fit to imicaia 
other institutions, yet do we willingly admit of those 
that desire to partake of onrs, whidi I think I rasj 
reckon to be a plain indicatu>n of our humanily, 
and at the same time of our magnaaiinity also. 

38. But I shall say no more of the Lacedemonians. 
As for the Athenians, who glory in having made 
their city to be common to lUl men, what their be- 
haviour was, Apollodius did not know, while they 
punished thoee that spoke contrary to their laws 
about the gods, without mercy ; for on what other 
account was it that Socrates was put U> death by 
them 1 Certainly, he neilh||hetrayed their city (o 
its enemies, nor was he gil^Bf BaerUq|e with re- 
gard to their temples ; bulWtius account thaths 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



BOOK 11. 



FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS AGAINST APION. 



601 



swore certain new oaths,* and that he affirmed, 
eitlier in earnest, or, as some say, only in jest, that 
a certain demon used to make signs to him [what 
he should not do]. For these reasons he was con* 
demned to drink poison, and kill himself. His ac- 
cuser also complained that he corrupted the young 
men, hy inducing them to despise the political set- 
tlement and laws of their city : and thus was So- 
crates, the citizen of Athens, punished. There was 
also Anaxagoras, who although he was of Clazo- 
meniB, was witiiin a few suffrages of being con- 
demned to die, because he said the sun, which the 
Atheuiana thought to be a go J, was a ball of fire. 
They also made this public proclamation, '< That 
they would give a talent to any one who would kill 
Diagoras of Melos," because it was reported that 
he laughed at tlieir mysteries : Portagoras also, 
who was thought to have written somewhat that 
was not owned for truth by the Athenians about 
tho gods, liad been seized upon, and put to deatli, 
if he had not fled immediately. Nor need we won- 
der that they thus treated such considerable men, 
when they did not eren spare women ; for they 
ver J lately slew a certain priestess, bec<iuse she 
was accused by somebody that she initiated people 
into the worship of etrange gods, it haviug been for> 
bidden so to do by oue of their laws ; and a capital 
puiffi;ihmeut had been decreed to such as introduced 
a strange god ; it beiug manifest, that they who 
make use of such a law, do not believe those of 
other nations to be really gods, otherwise they had 
not envied themselves the advantage of more gods 
than tliey ahready had ; and this was the happy 
administration of the affairs of the Athenians 1 
Now, as to the Scythians, they take a pleasore in 
killing men, and differ Uttle fivm brute beasts ; yet 
do tliey think it i-easooable to have their institutions 
observed. Tliey also slew Anacharsis, a person 
greatly admired for his wisdom among the Greeks, 
when he returned to them, because he appeared to 
come fraught with Grecian customs.' We find many 
punished among the Persians, on the same account. 
Apollonius was greatly pleased with the laws of the 
Persians, and was an admirer of them, because the 
Greeks enjoyed the advantage of their courage, and 
had the very same opinion about the gods which 
they had. This last was exemplified in the temples 
they bornt, and their coui-age in coming and almost 
entirely enslaving the Grecians. However, Apol- 
lonius had imitated all the Persian institutions, and 
that by his offering violeuce to other men's wives, 
and castrating his own sons. Now, with us, it is a 
capital crime, if any one does thus abuse eveii a 
brute beast ; and as for us, neitlier hath the fear of 
our governors, nor a desire of following what other 
nations have in so great esteem, being able to with- 
draw us from our laws ; nor have we exerted our 
courage in raising up wars to increase our wealth, 
but oulv for the observation of onr laws ; and when 
we with patieuce bear other losses, yet when any 
persons would compel as to break our laws, then it 
IS that we choose to go to war, though it be beyond 
our ability to pursue it, and bear tlie greatest oaU- 
mities to the last with much fortitude ; and indeed, 
what reason can there be why we should desire to 
imitate the laws of other nations, while we see they 
ai-e not obserred by their own legislators t And 
why do not the Lacedemonians think of abolishing 
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that form of their government which suffers them 
not to associate with any others, as well as theic ^ 
contempt of matrimony 1 And why do not the 
Eieans and Thebans abolish that unnatural and im- 
pudent lust, which makes them lie with males t 
For they will not shew a sufficient sign of their re- 
pentance of what they of old thought to be very 
excellent, and very advantageous in their pVaeticee, 
unless Ihey entirely avoid all such actions for the 
time to come : nay, such things are inserted into 
the body of their laws, and had once*sach a power 
among the Greeks, that they ascribed these sodomt- 
tical practices to the gods themselves, as part of 
tlieir good eharaoter ; and indeed it was according 
to the same manner that the gods married their 
own sisters. Thb the Greeks oontrfved as an 
apology for their own absurd and unnatural plea- 
sures. 

39. I omit to speak concerning punishments, and 
how many ways of escaping them the greatest part 
of legislators have afforded malefactors, by ordiain- 
ing that, for adulteries, fines in money should- be 
allowed, and for eorruptingf* [virgins] they need 
only marry them ^ as also what excuses they may 
have in denying the facts, if any one should attempt 
to inquire into them ; for amongst most other na- 
tions it is a studied art how men may transgress 
their laws I but no such thing ia permitted amongst 
us ; for though we be deprived of our wealth, of 
our cities, or of other advantages we have, our law 
continues immortal ; nor can any Jew go so far 
from his own country, nor be so affrighted at the 
severest lord, as not to be more affrighted at the 
law than at him. If, therefore, this Im the dispo- 
sition we are under, with regard to the excellency 
of our laws, let our enemies make use of this con- 
cession, that our laws ai*e most excellent ; and if 
BtiU they imagine that though we so firmly adhere 
to them, yet are tliey bad laws notwithstanding, 
what penalties then do they deserve to undergo who 
do not observe their own laws, which they esteem 
superior I Whereas, thereford^ length of time is 
esteemed to be the tmest touchstone in all eases, I 
would make Uiat a testimonial of the exoellency of 
our laws, and of that belief thereby delivered to as 
Ooncerniog God ; for as there hath been a very 
long time for this comparison, if any one will but 
compare its duration with the duration of the laws 
made by other legislators, he will find our legislator 
to have been the most ancient of them alt 

40. We have already demonstrated that oor laws 
have been such as have always inspired admiration 
and imitation into all other men : nay, the earliest 
Grecian philosophers, though in appearance they 
observed the Uws of their own countries, yet did 
they, in their actions and their philosophic doetrines, 
follow our legislator, and instructed men to live 
sparingly, and to liave friendly communication one 
with another. Nay, farther, the multitude of man- 
kind itself have had a great inclination of a long 
time to follow our religious observanoes ; for there 
is not any city of the Grecians, nor any of the bar- 
barians, nor any nation whatsoever, whither onr 

t Why JoMphiis hoathoold blamaaona hoiUMa IcfUatock when 
they allowed k> oaay a oomposiUon for tlmpto fimlcatlOB, aa an obUgatiaa 
U» many Um vinin thai wa« oonuptad, it hard to tay, aaatng ha had 
htmMir truly litAirmcd ua, that >t waa a law of iha Jawa, Antlo. h. Iv. 
•hap. vUi. aaet. 83, a« It U tha law of ChrUtfainlty alao ; aaa Horth 0»v«. 

nant, p. «1. X am ahnoat rwdy to auapcet, that Ibr yOflOVSf w 
I hera nad Va/M»y ; and that oormpttiiff wadloek, or other 
wlvaa, la tha crinia ibr whloh thoaa baathana wlekadly aOi 



man'Bwlvaa, 

this roinpoaition in iuoo«y. 
{Or - or oumtptuif wUMT 



n't wlvri^ the ui&t QUonranQc.** 



■ Digitized byLjOOQlC 



602 



PLAVIUS JOSEPHUS AGAINST APION. 



oustODM of restuff on the BOTenth day hath not 
come, and by whicn our fasts and lighting up lamps, 
and many of our prohibitions as to our food, are 
not observed ; they also endeaTour to imitate our 
mutual concord with one another, and the charita- 
ble distribution of our ^;oods, and our diligence in 
our trades, and our fortitude in undergoing the dis- 
tresses we are in, on account of our laws ; and, 
what is here matter of the greatest admiration, our 
law hath no bait of pleasure to allure men to it, but 
it prevails by its own force ; and as God himself 
pervades all the world, so hath our Uw passed 
through all the world also. So that if any one will 
but reflect on his own country, and his own iunily, 
he will have reason to give credit to what I say. It 
is therefore but just, either to condemn all mankind 
of indulging a wicked dispositiou, when tbey have 
been so deeirous of imitating laws that are to them 
foreign and evil in themselves, rather than follow- 
ing laws of their own that are of a better character, 
or else our accusers must leave off their spite 
a^punst us ; nor are we guilty of any envious beha- 
viour towards them, when we honour our own legifr- 
later, and believe what he, by his prophetic aujho- 
lity, hath taught us oonoeming God ; for though 
we should not be able ourselves to understand the 
excellency of our own laws, yet would the great 
multitude of those that desire to imitate them, jus- 
tify us, in greatly valuing onxselves upMm them. 

41. But as for the [distinct] political laws by 
which we are governed, I have delivered them ao* 
onrately in my books of Antiquities ; and have cmly 
mentioned them now, so far as was necessary to my 
present purpose, without proposiQg to myself either 
to blame the laws of other nations, or to make an 
encomium upon our own, — bat in order to convict 
those that have written about us nnjustly, and in 
•n impudent affectation of disguising the truth : — 
and now I thmk I have sufficiently completed what 
I proposed in writing these books ; for whereas our 
•ocusers have pretended that our nation are a peo- 
ple of very late original, I have demonstrated that 
they are exceeding ancient ; for I have produced 
as witnesses thereto, many ancient writers, who 
have made mention of us in their books, while 
they had said no such writer bad so done. More- 
over, tbey had laid that we were sprung from the 
Emitiansy while I have proved that we came from 
anotber country into ^gypt ; while they had told 
lies of us, as if we were expelled thence on account 
of discaaes on our bodies, it has appeared on the 



contrary, that we returned to oar country by cmr 
own choice, and with sound and strong bodies. TiMwa 
accusers reproached our legislator as a Tile fellow ; 
whereas God in old time bare witness to his v iitoww s 
conduct ; snd since that tes^nony of God, tone it^ 
self hath been discovered to have borne witneoa to 
the same thuig. 

42. As to the laws themselves, more words are 
unnecessary, for they are visible in their own na- 
ture, and appear to teach not impiety, but the truest 
piety in the world. They do not make men hate 
one another, but encourage people to eommunicata 
what they have, to one another freely ; they are 
to injustice, they take c 



they banish idleness and expensive livine, and i 
struct men to be content with what they have, and 
to be laborious in their callings ; they forbid mea 
to make war from a desire of getting move^ bat 
make men eonngeons in defending the laws : libey 
are inexorable in punishing malemeton : they ad- 
mit no sophistry of words, but are always estab- 
lished by actions themselves, which aotjooa we ever 
propose as surer demonstrations than what is eon- ' 
tained in writing only ; on which aecoun 1 1 am so bold 
as to say that we are become the teachers of other 
men, in the greatest number of things^ and those of 
the most excellent nature only ; for what is moie 
excellent than invioUble piety 1 what ia mcne jo&t 
than submission to laws t and what ia more advan- 
tageous than mutual love and concord ! and this so 
far that we are to be neither divided by f^^amitif^, 
nor to become injurious and seditious in proqmity ; 
but to contemn death when we are in war, and in 
peace to apply ourselves to our mechanical oecnpa- 
tions, or to our tillage of the ground ; while we in 
all things, and m all ways, are satisfied tl^t God is 
the inspector and governor of our aetiooa. if 
these precepts had either been written at fint, or 
more exactly kept by any others before os, wo 
should have owed them thanks as diseiplea owe to 
their masters ; but if it be visible that wo have 
made use of them more than any other men, 
and if we have demonstrated that the original in- 
vention of them is our own, let the Apions, and 
the Molones^ with all the rsst of those that delight 
in lies and reproaches, stand confuted ; bat let this, 
and the foregoing book be dedicated to thee, Epa- 
phrodituB, who art so great a lover of tmth, and 
by thy means to those t£tt have been in like manner 
desirous to bo acquainted with the affura of oar 
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§ 1. Now as to Hades, wherein the souls of the 
righteous and unrighteous are detained, it is neces- 
sary to speak of it Hades is a place in the world 
not regularly finished ; a subterraneous region, 
where the light of this world does not shine ; from 
which circumstance, that in this place the light does 
not shine, it cannot be but there must be in it per- 
petual darkness. This region is allowed as a place 
of custody for souls, in which angels are appointed 
as guardians to them, who distribute to them tern- 
rorary punishments, agreeable to every one's be- 
naviour and manners. 

2. In this region there is a certain place s^t apart, 
AS a lake of unquenehaUe fire, wherein we suppose 
no one hath hitherto been cast ; but it is prepared 
for a day afore-determined by God, in wiiich one 
righteous sentence shall deservedly be passed upon 
all men ; when the unjust and those that have l>een 
disobedient to God, and have given honour to'such 
idols as have been the vain operations of the hands 
of men, as to God himself, shall be adjudged to this 
everlasting punishment, as having been Uie causes 
of defilement ; while the just shall obtain an ineor- 
ruptible and never-fading kingdom. These are now 
indeed confined in Hades, but not in the same -place 
wherein tlie unjust are confined. 

3. For there is one descent into this region, at 
whose yote we believe there stands an archangel 
with an host ; which gate when those pass through 
that are conducted down by the angels appointed 
over souls, they do not go the same way ; but the 

i'ust are guided to the right hand, and are led with 
lyrons, sung by the angas appointed over that flisLce, 
unto a region of light, in which the just have dwelt 
fi'om the beginning of the world ; not constrained 
by necessity, but ever enjoying tlie prospect of the 
good things they see, and rejoice in the expectation 
of those new enjoyments which will be peculiar to 
every one of thooD, and esteeming those things be- 
yond what we have here ; with whom there is no 
place of toil, no burning heat, no piercing cold, nor 
are any briers there ; but the ooimtenanoe of the 
fathers and of the just, which they see, always 
smiles upon them, while they wait for Uiat rest 
and eternal new life in heaven, which is to suc- 
ceed this region. This place we call The Bosom of 
Abraham. ^^^^^ 

4. But as Ur^^^Bpst, they are dragged by 
fbroe to the '{/n^^W>y the^mgels allotted for 



punishment, no longer going with a good-will, but 
as prisoners driven by violence ; to whom are sent 
the angels appointed over them to reproach them 
and to threaten them with their terrible looks, and 
to thrust them still downwards. Now those angels 
that are set over these souls, drag them into the 
neighbourhood of hell itself; who, when they are 
hard by it, continually hear the noise of it, and do 
not stand clear of tlie hot vapour itself ; but when 
they have a nearer view of tnis spectacle, as of a 
terrible and exceeding great prospect of fire, they 
are struck with a fearful expectation of a future 
judgment, and in effect punished thereby ; and not 
only so, but where they see the place [or choir] of 
the^afA«rf and of the just, even hereby are they 
punished ; for a chaos deep and large is fixed be- 
tween them ; insomuch that a just man that hath 
compassion upon them, cannot be admitted, nor can 
one that is uniust, if he were bold enough to attempt 
it, pass over iL 

5. This is the discourse concerning Hades, where- 
in the souls of all men are confined until a proper 
season, which God hath determined, wheQ he wilt 
make a resurrection of all men from the dead, not 
procuring a transmigration of souls from one body 
to another, but raising again those very bodies^ 
which you Greeks, seeing to be dissolved, do not 
believe [their resurrection] : but learn not to dis- 
believe it ; for while you believe that the soul ia 
created, and yet is made immortal by God, accord- 
ing to die doctrine of PUto, and this in time, be not 
incredulous ; but believe that God is able when ho 
hath raised to life that body which was made as a 
compound of the same elements, to make it immor- 
tal ; for it must never be said of God, that he ia 
able to do some things, and unable to do others. 
We have therefore believed that the body will be 
raised again ; for although it be dissolved, it is not 
perished ; for the earth receives its renuuns, and 
preserves them ; and while the^ are like seed, and 
are mixed among the more frmtful soil, they flou- 
rish, and what is foini is indeed sown bare grain ; 
but at the mighty sound of God the Creator, it will 
sprout up, and be raised in a dothed ikdplorious 
condition, though not before it has been dissolved, 
and mixed [with the earth]. So that we have not 
rashly believed the resurrection of the body ; for 
although it be dissolved for a time on account of 
the original transgression, it exists still, and is oast 
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into the earth as into a potter's fumaeey in order to 
be formed again, not in order to rise again such ae 
it was before, but in a state of purity, and so as 
neves, to be destroyed any more : and to every body 
shall its own sonl be restored ; and when it hath 
clothed itielf with that body, it will not be subject 
to misery, but, being itself pure, it will continue 
with its pure body, and rejoice with it, with which 
it having walked righteously now in this worid, and 
never having had it as a snare, it will receive it 
again with great gladness : but as for the unjust, 
they will receive their bodies not changed, not 
freed from diseases or distempers, nor made glori- 
ous, but with the same diseases wherein they died ; 
and such as they were in their unbelief, the same 
shall tliey be when they shall be faithfully judged. 
6. For all men, the just as well as the unjust, 
sliall be brought before God tks word ; for to him 
hath the Father committed all judgment ; and he, 
m order to fulJU the will of hie Father, shall oome 
as judge, whom we call Christ, For Minos and 
Rhadamantbus are not Judges, as you Greeks do 
suppoM, but he whom God even the Father hath 
glorified; concerninq whom we have elsewhere 

GIVEN ▲ MORE PARTICULAR ACCOUNT, FOR THE SAKE 
OF THOSE WHO SEEK AFTER TRUTH. This perSOU, 

exercismg the righteous judgment of the Father 
towards all men, hath prepared a just sentence for 
every one, according to his works ; at whose judg- 
ment-seat when all men, and angels, and demons 
shall stand, they will send forth one voioe, and say, 
JUST IS THT JUDGMENT ; the rejoinder to whicli 
will bring a Just sentence upon both parties, by giv- 
ing justly to those that have done well an everlast- 
ing /ruition ; but allotting to the lovers of wicked 
works eternal punishment. To these belong the 
unquenchable jCrc, and that without end, and a cer- 
tain fiery worm never dying, and not deetroving the 
body, but continuing iis eruption out of the body 
with never-ceasing grief; neither will sleep give 
ease to these men, nor will the night afford them 
comfort ; death will not free them from their pun- 
ishment, nor will the interceding prayers of Uieir 
kindred profit them ; for the just are no longer seen 
by them, nor are they thought worthy of remem- 
brance ; but the just shall remember only their 
righteous actions, whereby they have attained the 
h^venlg kingdomf in which there is no sleep, no 
•onnow, no corruption, no care, no night, no day 
measured by time, no sun driven in his course along 
the circle of heaven by necessity, and measuring 
out the bounds and conversions of the seasons, for 
the better illumination of the life of men ; no moon 
decreasing and increasing, or introducing a variety 
of seasons, nor will she then moisten the earth ; no 
burning sun, no Bear turning round [the pole], no 
Orion to rise, no wandering of innumerable stars. 
The earth will not then be difficult to be passed 
over, nor will it be hard to find out the court of 
Paradise, nor will there be any fearful roaring of 
the sea, forbidding the passengers to walk on it : 
even that will be made easily passable to the just, 
though it will not be void of moisture. Heaven 
will not then be uninhabitable by men : and it 



will not be impossible to discover the way of as- 
cending thither. The earth will not be nnenltivated, 
nor require too much labour of men, bat will farng 
forth its fruits of its own accord, and will be veli 
adorned with them. There will be no more gene- 
rations of wild beasts, nor will the sabstanee dT the 
rset of the animals shoot out any more : for it wOl 
not produce men, but the number of the rigbfteooa 
will continue, and never fail, together with righte- 
ous angels, and spirits [of God J, and with his word, 
as a choir of righteous men and women that never 
grow old, and continu& in an incorruptible stue, 
singing hymns to God, who hath advanced them to 
that happiness, by the means of a regular inatito- 
tion of life ; with whom the whole creation also 
will lift up a perpetual hymn from corruption t» 
incorruption, as glorified by a splendid and pore 
spirit. It will nOt tlien be restrained bj a bond of 
necessity, but wi£h a lively freedom shall offer ops 
voluntary hymn, and shall praise him that made 
them, together with the angels^ and apiritey and aea 
now freed from all bondage 

7. And now, if you Gentiles will be persaaded ' 
by these motives, and leave your vain imaginatieiB 
about your pedigrees, and gaining of riches aad 
philosophy, and will not spend your time abontsab- 
tilties oir words, and thereby lead your minds into 
error, and if you will apply your ears to tfaa bear- 
ing of the inspired prophets, the interprelefs, beth 
of God and of his word, and will bofievv in 
God, you shall both be partakers of these thtngs 
and obtain the good things that are to come ; yea 
shall see the ascent into the immense bosven 
pUinly, and that kingdom which is there ; for what 
God hath now concealed in silence [will be tfaei 
made manifest], what neither ege hath teen, nor 
ear hath heard, nor hath it enUred into the heart 
of many the things that God hath prepared for them 
thcU love him. 

8. InwhatsoeverwagsIAaUJlndyou,inthemshail 
I judge gou etairelg ; so oiies the Ktit of all tfaingSL 
And he who hath at first lived a virtuoos lifs, bol 
towards the ktter end falls mto vice, these teboan 
by him before endured, shall be altogether vain and 
unprofitable, even as in a pUy, brought to an ill ca- 
tastrophe. Whosoever shall have lived wickedly 
and luxuriously may repent ; however, there wUl 
be need of much time to conquer an evil habit, and 
even after repentance his whole life moat be guarded 
with great care and diligence, after the manner el 
a body, which, after i| bath been a long time afflict- 
ed with a distemper, requires a stricter diet aad 
method of living ; for though it may be possible, 
perhaps, to break off the chain of our ioegular af- 
fections at once, — ^yet our amendment cannot be 
secured without the grace of God, the prayecs of 
good men, the help of the brethren, and our own 
sincere repentance and constant care. It is a good 
thing not to sin at all ; it is also good, having sinned, 
to repent, — as it is best to have health always ; bnt 
it is a good thing to recover from a diatemper. 
To God be glory and dominion for ever and emr. 
Amen. 
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DISSERTATION I. 

THE TESTIMONIES OF JOSEPHUS CONCERNTNa JESUS CHRIST, JOHN THE BAPTISTt 
AND JAMES THE JUST, VINDICATED. 



SiTtcB we meet with several important testimonieB 
in JoeephoB, the Jewish historian, concerning John 
tlie Baptist, the forerunner of Jesns of Nazareth, 
coaceming Jesus of Nazareth himself, and concern- 
ing James the Just, the brother of Jesus of Naza- 
reth ; and since the principal testimony, which is 
that concerning Jesus of Nazareth himself, has of 
kite been greatly questioned by many^and rejected 
by some of the learned as spurious, it will be fit for 
me, who haye ever declared my firm belief that 
these testimonies were genuine, to set down fairly 
some of the original evidence and eUatiam I have 
met with in the first fifteen centuries conoertiing 
them ; and then to make proper obiertatiom upon 
that evidence, for the reader's more complete satis- 
faction. 

But bsfore I produce the citations themselves, 
out of Josephus, give me leave to prepare the 
reader's attention, by setting down the sentiments 
of perhaps the most learned person, and the most 
eompetent judge that ever was, as to the authority 
of Josephus, I mean of Joseph ScaHger, in the Pro- 
legomena to his book D« Etnendatione Temporum, 
p. 17. *' Josephus is the most diligent and the 
greatest lover of truth of all writers ; nor are we 
afraid to affirm of him, that it is more safe to be- 
lieve him, not only as to the affairs of the Jews, but 
also as to those that are foreign to them, than all 
the Greek and Latin writers ; and this, because his 
fidelity and his compass of learning are everywhere 
conspicuous." 

THB ANCIBNT CITATIONS OF THB TB8TTM0NIBS OT JO- 
SBPHU8, F&OM HIS OWH TIMS TILL THB END OF THB 
FIFTBBNTH CBNTUBT. 

About A.D. 110. TaeU, Annal, lib. xv. cap. 44. 
— Nero, in order to stifle the rumour, [as if he him- 
self had set Rome on fire], ascribed it to those peo- 
ple who were hated for tlieir wicked practices, and 
called by the vulgar, Ckristiani : these he punished 
exquisitely. Tke author of this name W€U Chritt, 
who, in tM reign of Tiberiuif vas brought to jm»»- 
Ukment by Pontine PilaU the procurator. 

About A.D. lAl.Juet. Mart, Dialog, eum Tryph, 
p. 230 — You [Jews] knew that Jesus was risen 
from the dead, and ascended into heaven, as the 
prophecies did foreiell was to happen. 

About AJ>,^^Orvgen, Comment, in Matth. 
p. 234. — This|flHHB8 of so shining a character 
among the pej^^^^Bsonnt of his righteousness, 
that FUvios Jl^^H^hen, fai his twentieth book 



of the Jewish Antiquities, he had a mind to set . 
down what was tho cause why the people suffered 
such miseries, till the very holy house was demo- 
lished, he said, that these things befel them by the 
anger of God, on account of what they had dared to 
do to James, the brother of Jesus, who was called 
Christ ; and wonderful it is, that while he did not 
receive Jesus for Christ, he did nevertheless bear 
witness that James was so righteous a man. He 
says farther, that the people thought they had suf- 
fered these things for the sake of James. 

About AD. 250. Id. Contr. Cele. lib. i. p. 85, 
36.^1 would say to Celsus, who personates a Jew, 
that admitted of John the Baptist and how he bap- 
tized Jesus, that one who lived but a little while 
after John and Jesus, wrote, how that John was a 
baptizer unto the remission of sins ; for Josephus 
testifies in the eighteenth book of his Jewish Anti- 
quities, that John was tlie Baptist ; and that he 
promised purification to those that were baptized. 
The same Josephus also, although he did not believe 
in Jesus as Christ, when he was inquiring after tlie 
cause of the destruction of Jerusalem, and of the 
demolition of the temple, and ought to have said 
thattheir machinations against Jesus were the cause 
of those miseries cpmine on the people, because they 
had slain that Christ who was foretold by the pro- 
phets, he, though as it were unwillingly, and yet as 
one not remote from the truth, says, '* these mise- 
ries befel the Jews by way of revenge for James 
the Just, who was the brother of Jesus that was 
called Christ ; because they had slain him who was 
a most righteous person.'' Now this James was he 
whom that genuine disciple of Jesus, Paul, said ho 
had seen ae the Lord*e brother [Gal. i. 19] ; which 
relation implies not so much nearness of blood, or 
the sameness of education, as it does the agreement 
of manners and preaching. If therefore he says 
the desolation of Jerusalem befel the Jews for the 
sake of James, with how much greater reason might 
he have said that it happened for the sake of Je- 
sus t &c. 

About A J). 324. JEueeb. Demonetr. Ewsn. lib. 
iii. p. 124. Certamly, the attestation of those I 
have already produced concerning our Saviour may 
be sufficient. However, it may not be amiss, if, 
over and above, we make use of Josephus the Jew 
for a farther witness ; who, in the eigliteenth book 
of his Antiquities, when he was writing tlie history 
of what happened under PUate, makes mention of 
our Saviour in these words : — *^ Now there was 
about this time, Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful 
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to call him a man ; for he was a doer of wonderful 
works, a teacher of such men as had a veneration 
for truth. He drew over to him both many of the 
Jews and many of the Gentiles : he was the Christ. 
And when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal 
men among us, had condemned him to the cross, 
those that loved him at first, did not forsake him ; 
for he appeared unto them alive again the third 
day, as tlie divine prophets had spoken of these, 
and ten thousand other wonderful things oonoeming 
him : whence the tribe of Christians, so named from 
him, are not extinct at this day." If therefore we 
have this historian's testimony, that he not only 
brought over to himself the twelve apostles, with 
the seventy diseiples, but many of the Jews, and 
many of the Gentiles also, he must manifestlv have 
had somewhat in him extraordinary, above the rest 
of mankind ; for how otherwise eould he draw over 
•o many of the Jews and of the Grentilee, unless he 
, performed admirable and amazing works, and used 
' a method of teaching that was not common 1 More- 
over, the soripture of the Acts of the Apostles (xxi, 
20.) bears witness, that there were many ten tiiou- 
sands of Jews, who were persuaded that he was the 
Christ of God, who was foretold by the prophets. 

Aboui AJ>. 330. Id, Bitt. JBceU$. Ub. i. cap. 
11. No w the divine scripture of the Gospels makes 
mention of John the Baptist as having lus head c^t 
off by the younger Herod. Josephus also concurs 
in thb history, and makes mention of Herodias by 
name, as the wife of his brother, whom Herod had 
married, upon divorcing his fonner lawful wife. 
She was the daughter of Aretas, kins of the Petre- 
on Arabians ; and which Herodias he had parted 
from her husband while he was alive ; on which 
acoount also, when he had shbin John, he made war 
with Aretas [Aretas made war with him], because 
his daughter had been used dishononrably : in which 
war, when it came to a battle, he says, that all He< 
rod's army was destroyed ; and that he suffered 
thb beoause of his wipked eontrivance against John. 
Moreover, the same Josep^ius, by acknowledging 
, John to have been a most righteous man, and tlie 
Baptist, 4X>nspire8 in hb testimonv with what is 
written in the Gospels. He also relates, that He- 
rod lost his kingdom for the sake Oi the same He- 
rodiaSi together with whom he was himself con- 
demn^ to be banished to Vienna, a city of Gaul ; 
and this is his acoount in the eighteenth book of the 
Antiquities, where he writes this of John verbatim : 
— ** Some of the Jews thought that the destruction 
of Herod's army oabie from God, and that very 
iostly, as a punishment for what he did asainst 
John that was called the Bctptist ; for Herod slew 
him, who was a good man, and one that commanded 
the Jews to exensise virtue, both as to righteous- 
ness towards one another, and piety towards God, 
and so to come to baptism, for that by^wis means, 
the washmg [witii water] would appear acceptable 
to him, when they made use of it, not in order to 
the putting 'a w^iy [or the remission] of some sins 
[only j^but fur the purification of the body, sop- 
pf-sing still tliat the soul was thoroughly purified 
beforehand by righteousness. Now when [many] 
others came in crowds about him, for they were 
greatly delighted in hearing hts words, Herod was 
afraid that this so great power of persuading men 
might tend to some sedition or other, for they 
seemed to be dii^sed to do every thing he should 
advise tliem to, so he supposed it better to prevent 
any attempt for a mutat^uu from him, by cutting 



him off, than after any such nmtation should bo 
brought about, and the pubUe should soffer, to re- 
pent [of such negligence]. Acoordingly, ho wai 
sent a prisoner, out of Herod's sospadoos temper, 
to Machenis, the castle I before mentioiied, and was 
there put to death."— When Josephus had said this 
of John, he najkes mention also of our Savioar, ia 
the same history after this manner : — ** Now there 
was about this time, one Jesus, a wise man, if it be 
lawful to call him a man ; for he was a doer el 
wonderful works, a teacher of such men as reoeire 
the tru^ with pleasure. He drew over to him 
botli many of the Jews and many of the Geotiies 
also : — he was the Christ And when Pilate at the 
suggestion of the principal men among as, had eon- 
demned him to the cross, those that IovckI him at 
the first did not forsake him ; for he appeared to 
them alive again the diird day, as the divine pio- 
phets had foretold these, and ten thooeand other 
wonderful things concerning him : and aCiU the 
tribe of Christians, so named from him, are not ex- 
tinct at this day." And sinoe this writer, ^iniBg 
from the Hebrews themselves, hath delivered these 
things above, in his own worl^ conoermn}( John the 
Baptist and our Saviour, what room is there for any 
further evasion, &c. 

Now James was so wonderful a nersoo, and was 
so celebrated by all others for rignteouaness, that 
the judicious Jews tliought this to have boea tfao 
occasion of that stege of Jerusalem, which came on 
presently after his martyrdom ; and that it befei 
them for no other reason than that impiooa foct 
they were guilty of against him. Joaei^us there- 
fore did not refuse to attest thereto in writing, by 
the words following : — '^ These miseries befel the 
Jews by way of revenge for James the Joat, who 
was the brother of Jesus that was called Qirist, oa 
account that they had slain him who was a moat 
righteous person." 

The same Josephus decUres the manner of his 
death in the twentieth book of the Antiquities, in 
these words : — ^ Cossar sent Albiuus into Jodea to 
be procurator, when he had heard that Festus was 
dead. Now Ananua, junior, who, as wo saki, had 
been admitted to the high-priesthood, waa in his 
temper bold and daring m an extraordinary man- 
ner. He was also of tl^ sect of the Sadducees, who 
are more savage in judgment than any of the otht:r 
Jews, as we have alroady signified. Since therefore 
this was the character of Annaiius, he thought he 
had now a proper opportunity [to exerebe his au- 
thority], because Festub was dead, and Albinos waa 
but upon the road ; so he asaemUes the sanhedrim 
of judges, and brings before them James, the bro- 
ther of Jesus who was called Chrb^ and some 
others [of hb companions} ; and when bo had 
formed an accusation against them, as breakers of 
the Ubw, he delivered tlMm to be stoned : bates for 
those who seemed the most equitable of theeitiaens, 
and those who were the most uneasy at the hreaeh 
of the laws, they disliked what was done. They 
also sent to the king [Agrippa], desiring him to 
send to Ananus that he should act so no mera, for 
that what he had ahready done could not be joati- 
fied," &c. 

About AJ>, 360. Amlro$e, or HeffsHppm ds 
Exeid. Urb. HieroBolym, lib.iL cap. 12. — Wo have 
discovered that it was the om^inand belief of the 
Jews, as Josephus aflirms (j^/^^g^unthat not to 
be rejected, when he writd^^^^Bimself), that 
Ilcrud lost hb anny, not bJ^^^HPt of nea, but 
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by the anger of God^ and that justlj, as an effect of 
revenge for what he did to John the Baptist, a just 
many who had said to him, It ii not laitj^for thee 
$0 ka9e ikjf brother't vi/r. 

The Jews themselves a]8oi)ear witness to Christ, 
as appears by JosephuSy the writer of their history, 
who says thus : — '^ That there was at that time a 
wise man, if (says he) it be lawfol to hftve him called 
a man, a doer of wonderfnl works, who appeared to 
his disciples after the third day from his death, 
alive again, according to the writings of the pro- 
phetsy who foretold Uiese, and innumerable other 
miraculous events concerning him ; from whom 
began the congregation of Christians, and hath 
penetrated among all sorts of men : nor does there 
remain any nation in the Roman world which con- 
tinues strangers to hb religion." If the Jews do 
not believe us, let them at least believe their own 
writers. Josephus, whom they esteem a very great 
man, hath said this, and yet hath he spoken truth 
after such a manner ; and so far was his mind wan- 
dered from the right way, that even he was not a 
believer •■ to what he himself said ; but thus he 
spake, in order to deliver historical truth, because 
he thought it was not lawful for him to deceive, 
while yet be was no believer, because of the hard- 
ness cf his heart and his perfidious intention. How- 
ever, it was no prejudice to the truth that he was 
not a believer ; but this adds more weight to his 
testimony, that while he was an unbeliever, and 
unwilling this should be true, he has not denied it 
to be so. 

About,AJ). 400. Sieronym. de VW, Illtutr, in 
Joeepho. — Joeephns in the eighteenth book of An- 
tiquitiesy most expressly adcnowledges that Christ 
was slain by the Pharisees, on account of the great- 
ness of his miracles ; and that John the Baptist 
was truly a prophet ; and that Jerusalem was de- 
molicihed on account of the slaughter of James the 
apostle. Now, he wrote concerning our Lord after 
this nAnner : — ** At the same time there was Jesus, 
a wise man, if yet it be lawful to call him a man ; 
for he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of 
those who willingly receive the truth. He had 
many followers, both of the Jews and of the Gen- 
tiles : — he was believed to be Christ. And when 
by the envy of our principal men, Pilate had con- 
demned him to the cross, yet notwithstanding, 
those who had loved him at first persevered, for he 
appeared to them alive on the third day, as the 
oracles of the prophets had foretold many of these 
and other wondetful things concerning him : and 
the sect of Christians, so named from him, are not 
extinct at this day.*' 

About A J>. 410. I$idorut Pelutiota, the Scholar 
of Chry90§tom, lib. iv. epist. 225. — There was one 
Josephus, a Jew of the greatest reputation, and one 
that was zealous of the law ; one also that para- 
phrased the Old Testament with truth, and acted 
valiantly for the Jews, and had showed that their 
settlement was nobler than can be described by 
words. Now since he made their interest give 
place to truth, for he would not support the opinion 
of impious men, I think it necessary to set down 
his wmrds. What then does he sapr I ** Now there 
was about that time Jesus, a wise man, if it be 
lawful to call him a niau ; for he was a doer of 
wonderful work^g||Mher of such men as receive 
the truth ^'^^J^^^^ft ^® <^^ over to him bo^ 
many of the •'^^^^■'^7 o^ ^® Gentiles :— he 
was the Christ.^BPRien Pibite, at the sugges- 



tion of the principal men among us, had condemned 
him to the cross, those that loved him at first, did 
not forsake bun ; for he appeared to them the third 
day alive again, as the oivine prophets had said 
these, and a vast number of other wonderful things 
concerning him : and the tribe of Christians, so 
named from him, are not extinct at this day.*' Now 
I cannot but wonder greatly at this great man's k>ve 
of truth in many respects, but chiefly where he 
says, ^ Jesus was a teacher of men who received the 
truth with pleasure." 

About AJ>. 440. Boa&men. Hut, Eedee, lib. i. 
cap. 1. Now Josephus, the son of Matthias, a 
priest, a man of vexy great note, both among the 
Jews and the Romans, may well be a witness of 
credit as to the truth of Christ's history ; for he 
scruples to call him a man, as being a doer of won- 
derful works, and a teacher of the words of truth. 
He names him Christ openly ; and is not ignorant 
that he was condemned to the cross, and appeared 
on the third day alive, and that ten thousand other 
wonderful things were foretold of him by the divine 
prophets. He testifies also, that those whom ho 
drew over to him, being many of the Gentiles, as 
well as of the Jews, continued to love him, and that 
the tribe named from him was not then extinct. 
Now he seems to me' by this relation almost to 
proclaim that Christ is God. However he appears 
to have been so affected with the strangeness of the 
thing, as to run, as it were, in a sort of middle way, 
so as not to put any indignity upon believers in him^ 
but rather 4o afford his suffrage to them. 

Abont AJ>. 610. Cattiodorua Hist. TripaHit, e 
Sozomeno. — Now Joaephus, the son of Matthias, and 
a priest, a man of great nobility among the Jews, 
and of great dignity among the Romans, shall be a 
truth of Christ's history : for he dares not call him 
a noan, as a doer of famous works, and a teacher of 
true doctrines : he names him Christ openly ; and 
is not ignorant that he was c(Hidemned to the cross, 
and appeared on the third day alive, and that an 
infinite number of other wonderfiil things were 
foretold of him bv the holy prophets. Moreover, 
he testifies also, that there were then alive many 
whom he had diosen, both Greeks and Jews, and 
that they continued to love him ; and that the sect 
which was named from him was by no means extinct 
at that time. 

About AJ>. 640. Chron, Alea. p. 514.— Now 
Josephus ahso relates in his eighteenth book oi the 
Antiquities, how John the Baptist, that holy man, 
was beheaded, on account of Herodias, the wife of 
Philip, the brother of Herod himself ; for Herod 
had divorced his former wife, who was still alivei 
and had been his lawful wife : she was the daugh- 
ter of Aretas, king of the Petreana. When there- 
fore Hero^had taken Herodias away from her hns^ 
band, while tw was yet alive (on whose account be 
slew John also^, Aretas made war against Herod, 
because his oaughter had been dishonourably 
treated. In which war, he says, that all Herod's 
anny was destroyed, and that he suffered that ca- 
lamity because of the wickedness he had been guilty* 
of against John. The same Josephus relates, that 
Herod lost his kingdom on account of Herodias, 
and that with her he was banished to Lyons, &e. 

P. 520, 527.] Now that our Saviour taught hia 
preaching three years, is demonstrated both by 
other necessary reasonings, as also out of the holy 
Gospels, and out of Joaephus's writmgs, who was a 
wise man among the Hebrew^, &c. 
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P. 584, 586.] Josephus rvJafces, in the afth book 
of the [Jewish] war, tnat Jenualem wu taken in 
the third [second] year of Vespasian, as after forty 
vears since thev had dared to pat Jesus to death : 
in which time he says, that James the brother of 
oar Lord, and bishop of Jerosalem, was thrown 
down [from the temple], and slain of them, by 
stoning. 

About AJ>. 740. AnattatiuB Abbas eoiUr, Jud. 
•—Now Josephus, an author and writer of your own, 
■ays of Christ, that he was a just and good man, 
■hewed and decUured so to be by divine grace, who 
gave aid to many by signs and miracles. 

Abota AJ>. 790. GeorgiuM Synoellus CSiron. p. 
839. — The)>e miseries befei Uie Jews by way of re- 
venge for James the Just, who was the brother of 
Jesus that was called Christ, on the account that 
tliey had slain him who was a most righteous per- 
son. Now as Ananas, a person of that character, 
thought he had a proper opportunity, because Fee- 
tus was dead, and Albinos was bat upon the road, 
■o he assembles the sanhedrim of judges, and brings 
before them James, the brother of Jesus, who was 
called Christ, and some of his companions ; and 
when he had formed an accusation against them, 
as breakers of the law, he delivered them to be 
■toned ; but as for those that seemed the most equi- 
table of the citizens, and those that were the most 
uneasy at the breach of the laws, they disliked what 
was done. They also sent to the king [Agrippa], 
desiring him to send to Ananus that he should act 
■o no more, for that what he had already done could 
not be justified, &c. 

About AM, 850. Johan. Maltla Ckron, lib. x. 
— From tliat tune began the destruction of the 
Jews, as Josephus, tlie philosopher of the Jews, 
hath written ; who also said this. That from the 
time the Jews crucified Christ, who was a good and 
a rigbteoas man (that is, if it be fit to call audi a 
one a man, and not God), the land of Jadea was 
never free from trouble. These things the same 
Josephus the Jew has related in hii writings. 

About A.D, 860. Phatius Cod, lib. zlviit.— I 
have read the treatise of Josephus Ab<mt tht Uui- 
terut whose title I have elsewhere read to be. Of 
tht Hubgtanee of tke Uni9ene, It is contained iu 
two very small treatises. He treats of the origin 
of the world in a brief manner. However, he 
■peaks of the divinity of Christ, who is our true God, 
iu a way very like to what we use, declaring tliat 
the same name of Christ belongs to him, and writes 
of his ineffable generation of the Father after such 
a manner as cannot be bhuned ; which thing may 
perhaps raise a doubt iu some, whether Josephus 
was the author of the work, though the phraseology 
does not at all differ from this man's other works. 
HoweTer, I have f.-mnd in some papers, that this 
discourse was not written by Josephus, but by one 
Cttius, a presbyter. 

Cod^ ccxxxviii.] Herod, fhe tetraroh of Galilee 
and of Per«;a, ilie son of iierod the Great, fell in 
love, as Josephus says, with tlie wife of his brother 
*Pliilip, whose name was Herodias, who was the 
^rand-daughter of Herud tlie Great, by his son 
Aristobulus, wluun he had slain. Agrippa was also 
her brother. Now Herod took her away from her 
husband, and married her. This is he that slew 
John the Baptist, that great man, the forerunner 
[of Christ], being afraid (as Josephus auys) lest he 
ihould raise a ^edition amoncr his people ; for they 
bU followed the directions of John, on acooimtof the 



excellency of his virtoa. In his tuns wu the p» 
sion of our Saviour. 

Ctwf. xxxiii.] IhavereadtheChnmideof Jntn 
of Tiberias. He omits the grsatsst part of vbat 
was necessary to be rriated ; but, as iofected vith 
Jewish prejndicea, bemg also himaelf s Jew by 
birth, he makes no mention at all of the sdrent, cr 
of the acts done, or of the mkades wrosght, bj 
Christ 

The time uftcerlaiu, Maeariue iu Adit SawfU- 
rum, tom. ▼. p. 149. op. Fabric Joupk. p. 61.- 
Josephus, a priest of Jarnsalem, and one that vnie 
with tru^ the history of the Jewish affiun, ban 
witness that Christ, the true God, was iscanate, 
and crncified, and the third day rose again ; wjwse 
writings are reposited in the pnblic libzaxy. Thu 
he says ;— «* Now there was aboot this time Jew, 
a wise man, if it be htwful to call hun a maa ; w 
he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of m 
men as receive the truth with pleasure. Ue di«« 
over to him both many of the Jews and nany Jj 
the GentUee also : this was the Christ. And «bee 
Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men aaWR 
us, had condemned him to the cross, those tns 
loved him at the first, did not forsake bin P^' ^ 
appeared to them alive again on the thurd day, « 
the divine prophets had foretold theee and » 
thousand other wonderful things conoenung lii« • 
and stUl the tribeof Christians, so namedfiraobuB, 
are not extinct at this day." Since, theret«VJ" 
writer of the Hebrews has engraven this tertjo^ 
concerning our Lord and Saviour in his own bwo, 
what defence can there remain for the unheheT^i 

About AJ>, 980. Suidae •» «w *in^}\V[ 
have found Josephus, who liath written sbooi w^ 
taking of Jerusalem (of whom B»»*^J2^^ 
makes frequent mention in his EcclewawjrtJJ 
tory), saying openly in his Memoirs of w«^Pr^' 
that Jesus officiated in the temple with the piw* 
Thus have we found Josephus aaying, a "J» 
ancient times, and not very long •iwt the ap»u«'. 

!k6oii< -4 J). 1060. C*drenu$.Co^f^\Z^t 
p. 196.--Josephusdoes indeed writecoiwernmg*^ 

the Baptist as follows :— Someof theJewa umw« 
that tlie destruction of Herod's army f**;"^ 
God, and that he was punished very yf^TT^ 
punishment he had mflieted on John, tna* 
called \\i»Bapt%Mt: for Hei^ '^^^^^ae* 
a good man, and commanded the Je«a to ^^^^ 
virtue, both by righteoosnefls towards <**/^2^ 
and piety towards God, and so to c**^^*^^^ 
But as concerning Clirist, t' 
that about that time there ^ 
if it be lawful to call him a ««»» > — t\a^ iDeDa> 
of wonderful works, and a teacher of m^ ^^^ 
receive the truth with pleasure : ^<*J** • «Iwa 
drew over many even from the ^^^^fL* bad 
when PiUte had crucified, those who at bn» 
loved him did not leave off to V^^f^^xt 
him, for he appeared to them tiie ^^^ri ^ 
again, as the divine propliets bad ^'^^^gg^ 
spoke theee and other woudorful things eoocc 

-a6o«t ^ J). 1080. Tkeopk^la^'^^Z^^. 
xiii. — Tlie city of the Jews was take** » ^ 
wrath of God was kindled against ^'^^11^ (fi 
Josephus witnesftcs, that thuMW up<^ 
account of tiie death of Jed^^HL , ^.^ i P> 

Ab<>ut AJ>. 11-20. ^<H^^P>f^v^;Jui' 
267.— Jusephus in the eigll^PM)^ "^ '^ ^ 
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ties, writoB thus conoerning our Lord and God Jesus 
Christ : — Now there was about this time Jesus, a 
wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man ; for he 
was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of snch 
menasreoeivethe truth with pleasure. He drew over 
to him many of the Jews, and manjr of the Gentiles : 
— ^he was the Christ And when Pilate, at the sug- 
gestion of the principal men among us, had con- 
demned him to the cross, those that loved him at 
first did not forsake him ; for he appeared to them 
the third day alive again, as the divine prophets 
had said these and ten thousand other wonderful 
things concerning him : and the tribe of Christians, 
BO named from him, are not extinct at this day. 

About A J), 1120. GlyetuAnnal, p. 234.— Then 
did Philo, that wise man, and Josephus, flourish. 
This last was styled The Lover of Truth, because 
he commended John, who baptized our Lord ; and 
because he bore witness that Chrbt, in like manner, 
was a wise man, and the doer of great miracles ; 
and that, when he was crucified, he appeared the 
third day. 

About A.DA170. Gotfridus ViUrbienm Chron. 
p. 366. e Vers. JRit/Ciit.'r-Josephus relates that a 
very great war arose between Aretas, king of the 
Arabians, and Herod, on account of the sin which 
Herod had committed against John. Moreover, 
the same Jusephus writes thus concerning Christ : 
There was at this time Jesus, a wise man, if at least 
it be lawful to call him a man ; for he was a doer 
of wonderful works, a teacher of such men as will- 
ingly hear truth. He also drew over to him many 
of the Jews and many of the Gentiles : — he was 
Christ. And when Pilate, at the accusation of the 
principal men of our nation, had decreed that he 
should be crucified, those that had loved him from 
the beginning did not forsake him ; for he appeared 
to them tlie third day alive again, according to what 
the divinely inspired prophets had foretold, that 
these and innumerable other miracles should come 
to pass about him. Moreover, both the name and 
Kect of Christians, who were named from him, con- 
tinue in bein<!r unto this day. 

About A.2>. 1360. NieevhoTUs CaUieius Hist. 
Eccles. lib. i. p. 90, 91.— I^ow this [concerning 
Herod the tetrarch] is attested to, not only by the 
book of the Holy Gospels, but by Josephus, that 
lover of truth ; who also makes mention of Hero- 
diaa his brother's wife, whom Herod had taken 
away from him while he was alive, and married 
her ; having divorced his former lawful wife, who 
was the daughter of Aretas, king of the Petrean 
Arabians. This Herodias he luid married, and 
lived with her : on which account also, when he had 
abtin John, he made war with Aretas, because his 
daughter had been dishonourably used ; in which 
war he relates that all Herod's army was destroyed, 
and that he suffered this on account of the most 
unjust slaughter of John. He also adds, that John 
was a most righteous man. Moreover, he makes 
mention of his baptism, agreeing in all points 
thereto relating with the Gospel. He also informs 
US, that Herod lost his kingdom on account of He- 
rodias, with whom also he was condemned to be 
banished to Vienna, which was their pUuse of exile, 
and a city bordering upon Gaul, and Ijing near the 
utmost bounds of the west. 

About AJ>.^^ Hardmannus Behedelius 
Chron. p. llO.-^^Bhos the Jew, who was called 
Flavins, a pried^^^pie son of Matthias, a priest 
of that nation, a vBRelebrated historian, and veiy 



skilful in many things ; he was certainly a good 
man, and of an excellent character, who had the 
highest opinion of Christ. 

About A.D. 1480. PlatinadeVUUPontificum, m 
Christo, —I shall avoid mentioning what Christ did 
until the 30th year of his age, when he was bap- 
tized by John, the son of Zacharins, because not 
only the Gospels and Epistles are full of those acts 
of his, which he did in the most excellent and most 
holy manner, but the books of such as were quite 
remote from his way of living, and acting, and or- 
daining, are also full of the same. FUvius Joseph us 
himself, who wrote twenty books of Jewish Anti- 
quities in the Greek tongue, when he had proceeded 
as far as the government of the emperor Tiberius, 
says. There was in those days Jesus, a oertain wise 
man, if at least it be lawful to call him a man ; for 
he was a doer of wonderful works, and a teacher of 
men, of such especially as willingly hear the truth. 
On this account he drew over to him many, both of 
the Jews and Gentiles : — ^he was Christ But when 
Pilate, instigated by the principal men of our na- ' 
tlon, had decreed that he should be crucified, yet 
did not those that had loved him from the begin- 
ning forsake him ; and brides, he appeared to 
them the third day after his death alive, as the di- 
vinely inspired prophets had foretold, that these 
and innumerable other mirades should come to 
pass about him : and the famous name of Christians, 
taken from him, as well as their sect, do still conti- 
nue in being. 

The same Josephus also affirms. That John the 
Baptbt, a true prophet, and on tliat ocoount one 
that was had in esteem by all men, was slain by 
Herod, the son of Herod the Great, a little befbr» 
the death of Christ, in the castle of Machems,-^ 
not because he was afraid for himself and his king- 
dom, as the same author says, — but because he had 
incestuously married Herodias, the sister of Agrip- 
pa, and the wife of that excellent person his brother 
PhUip. 

About AJ>. 1480. Trithemius Abbas ds Sorip^ 
tor. Ecelee. — Josephus the Jew, although he oon- 
tinued to be a Jew, did frequently commend tlie 
Christians : and in the eighteenth book of his An- 
tiquities, wrote down an eminent testimony con- 
cerning our Lord Jesus Christ 

0B8B&TATI01I8 FBON THV F0RK60INQ BVIDBNCB 4ND 
CITATIONS. 

I. Ths 9tyle of all these original testimonies be- 
longing to Josephus, is esuictly the style of the sauie 
Josephus, and especially the style about those parts 
of his Antiquities wherein we find these testimonies. 
This is denied by nobody, as to the other ooncem- 
ing John the Baptist and James the Just, and is 
now become equally undeniable as to that concern- 
ing Christ. 

I I. These testimonies therefore being confessedly 
and undeniably written by Josephus himself, it is 
next to impossible that he should wholly omit some 
testimony concerning Jesus Christ ; nay, while his 
testunonies of John the Baptist and of James the 
Just are so honourable, and gave them so great 
characters, it is also impossible that this testunony 
concerning Christ should be other than very hon- 
ourable, or such as afforded him a still greater cha- 
racter also. Could the very same author who gave 
such a full and advantageous character of John the 
Baptist^ the forerunner of Jesus of Nazareth, ail 
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whose dueiples were by him directed to Jeeus of 
Nazareth u to the tnie Measiae, and all whose dis- 
ciples became afterwards the disciples of Jeatis of 
Nasareth, say nothing honourable of that Jesus of 
Nazareth himself I — and this in a history of those 
Tory times in which he was bom and lived and died, 
and that while the writer lived bat a little after him 
in the same country in which he was bom, and lived, 
and died. This is almost incredible. And further, 
could the very same author, who gave such an ad- 
vantageous character of James the Just, and this 
under the very appellation of Janua, ths brothsr of 
Jesui, who wu 0aUed Chriti, which James was one 
of the principal disciples or apostles of this Jesus 
Christ, and had been many years the only Christian 
bishop of the believing Jews of Judea and Jerusa- 
lem, in the very days and in the very country of 
this writer ; — could he, I say, wholly omit any, nay, 
a very honourable account of Jesus Christ himself, 
whoee disciple and bishop this James most certainly 
was I This is also most incredible. Hear what 
Ittigiua, one of the wisest and leamedest of all those 
who have lately indioed to give np the testimony 
oonceming Christ, as it stands in our copies, for 
spurions, says upon this occasion : — ** If any one 
object to me, that Josephus hath not omitted John 
the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, nor James the 
disciple of Christ, and that therefore he could not 
have done the part of a good historian, if he had 
been entirely silent oonceming Christ, I shall freely 
prant that Josephus was not entirely silent concern- 
sag Christ ; nay, I shall further grant, that when 
Joeephus was speaking of Christ, he did not abstain 
from his commendation ; for we are not to deter- 
mine from that inveterate hatred which the modem 
Jews bear to Christ, what was the behaviour of 
those Jews, upon whom the miracles that were daily 
wrought by the apostles in the name of Christ, im- 
printed a sacred horror." 

III. The famous clause in this testimony of Jo- 
sephus oonceming Christ, This was Chritt, or tU 
Ckriitf does not mean that this Jesus was the Chritt 
of God^ or the true Mettiak of the Jews ; but that 
this Jesus was distinguished from all others of tliat 
name, of which there were not a few, as mentioned 
by Josephus himself, by the addition of the other 
name of Christ ; or that this person was no other 
than he whom all the world knew by the name of 
Jittu Ckrift, and his followers by the name of Chrii- 
tian$. This I esteem to be a clear case, and that 
from the arguments following : — 

(1.) The Greeks aiMl Romans, for whose use Jo- 
sephus wrote his Antiquities, could no otherwise 
anderstand these words. The Jews indeed, and 
afterwards the Christians, who knew that a great 
Messias, a person that was to be Christ, the anoint^ 
4d of God, and that was to perform the office of a 
'King^ a PHut, and a Prophti, to God's people, 
might readily so understand this expression ; but 
Josephus, as I have already noted, wrote here not 
to Jews or Christians, but to Greeks and Romans, 
who knew nothing of this : but knew very well that 
an eminent person, living in Judea, whose name 
was J€9ut iJkreit, or Je$us Ckriit^ had founded a 
new and numerous sect, which took the Uktter of 
those names, and were everywhere, from him, called 
ChregHam, or Ckrigtiani; in which sense alone 
they could understand these words of Josephus, 
and in which senae I believe he desired they should 
understand them ; nor does Josephus ever use the 
Hebrew term Memah in any (tf his writings, nor 



the Greek term C^rut'm any saeh aeeeptsttoneh^ 
where. 

(2.) Josephus himself as good as ezpkiittUsovi 
meaning, and that by the last danse of tfaii very 



passage, where he says the Christians wen biiin4 
from this Christ, without a syUabh ss tkun^ ^ 
really meant he was the true Messah, or Ofi^of 



meaning in that otiier place, where ijone lie else- 
where mentions this name of Christ ; that is, vbeo 
upon occasion of the mention of Jsmei, vben he 
was condemned by Ananus, he calls him tk Bn- 
th4r of Jesuty not that was the trB< Metnek, a 
the true Christ, but only that fMt eaUed GlnA 

(3.) It was quite beside Uie purpeee of Joeefittas 
to declare himself here to be a Chriatisn, or i be- 
liever in Jesus as the true Messiah. Hsd he o- 
tended so to do, he would surely have explMwi* 
meaning of the word Chriit to his Greek »i»d Ra- 
man readers ; he would surely have been a p» 
deal f uUer and larser in his aeeounts of <^tinM» 
of the Christian rehgion ; nor would such • dedWr 
tion at that time have recommended him, « » 
nation, or his writings, to either tiie Gteeb orW 
Romans ; of his reputation with both which pM^ 
he is known to have been, in the writing of »«• 
Antiquities, very greatly solicitous. , 

(4.) Josephus's usual way of writing, m histonoj 
and decUrative of facts, and of tiie opjoKHS « 
others, and but rarely such as diwc^lj "^" 
of his own opinion, unless we prudently P*?. 
from what he says historically, or as the opinM" 
of others. This is very observable in the wnwp 
of Josephus, and in particular as to ^'^'-Jl - « 
of John the Baptist and of James "[•^'^vj 
that this interpretation is most probable, i>^ 
agreeable to Josephus's way of writing m p«»^ 



(5.) This seems to be the ani^«"^ "3? Ijo. 
the ancients, without exception, who cite wis 
mony from him ; and though thejr "™**. \25 
where own this to be the troe reading, yet do wv 
everywhere suppose Josephus to be still •» 
lieving Jew, and not a believing ^^?Tl-u! 
Jerome appears so well assured of ***^ V" ,^y 
tion, and that Josephus did not mean to ^^^ 
more by tiiese words, tiian a common oP""*'^^ 
according to his usual way of interpreting ■^. 
not to the words but to the sense (<» ^^^^^J!-. of 
I think, two more instances in his acooaon o^^^ 
Josephus now before us), he ^^^^^.^mhi 
Credebatur em Oirittus, ue.Hewai l>^*^^^ 
Christ, Nor is tiie parallel expression of r»^j^ 

be otherwise understood, when Mb '"'^^V^'ii/ 
scription upon the cross, This is Jetuh^ •** ,. ^. 
of the Jews (Matt, xxvii, 31) ; ^}^JJ^ to 
plained by himself ehwwhere, and ^^'^'^^z io 
the import of the present clause, What #*» ,. 
wUh Jhus, who u oaUed Christ (Matt xx^^ '^^ 
22) ! And we may full as well P'^^,,^'*^ 
lato's inscription upon the cross, that tte ^ 
declared himself a believer in Chriit, tor ui^ ^ 
king of the Jews, as we can from thwe rty^u 
Joeephus, that he thereby declared bun^" 
a real believer in him, as the true M«>si^ ^ 
IV. Though Josephus did not design ^^fr^^^ 
dare himself openly to be a Christian* 7^|^ ^ 
not possibly believe all tha t lift her e •r^chr* 
oeming Jesus Christ, unless lflH|M^. *VL ^gi 
tian as the Jewish Nazarei^^H^^'^'LtrflS 
were, who believed Jeaus of I^P^^^^ 
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Messiah, without beUeving he was more than a 
man : who also believed the necessity of the obser- 
vation of the ceremonial law of Moses in order to 
salvation for all mankind, which were the two main 
articles of those Jewish Christians' faith, tfaoneh in 
opposition to all the thirteen apoetles of Jesus Christ 
in the first century, and in opposition to the whole 
Catholic Church of Christ in the following centuries 
also. Accordingly, I have elsewhere proved, that 
Josephus was no other in his own mind and (Son- 
science than a Naaarene or Ebionite Jewish Chris- 
tian ; and have observed, that this entire testimony, 
and all that Josephus says of John the Baptist and 
of James, as well as his absolute silence about all 
the rest of the apostles and their companions, ex- . 
octly agree to him under that character and no 
other ; and indeed to me it is most astonishing, 
that all our learned men, who have of late consi- 
dered these testimonies of Josephus, except the 
converted Jew Galatinus, should miss such an ob- 
vious and natural observation. We all know this 
from St James's own words (Acts xxL 20), that 
to many ten thoutandt of Jfewt at helieved in 
Chritt, in the first century, were all gealout of tke 
eeremonial lav, or were tio other than Nazarene or 
Ebionite Clnristiatts ; and, by consequence, if there 
were any reason to think our Josephus to be in any 
•ense a believer or a Cbiistian, as from all these 
testimonies there were very great ones, all those 
and many other reasons, could not but conspire to 
%ssure us, he was no other than a Nasarene or 
Ebionite Christian ; and this I take to be the plain 
and evident key <ji this whole matter. 

y. Since therefore Josephus appears to have been 
Cn his own heart and conseienoe, no other than a 
Nazarene or Ebionite Christian, and, by conse- 
quence, with them rejected all our Greek Gospels 
and Greek books of the New Testament, and re- 
ceived only the Hebrew Gospels of the Nazarenes 
or Ebionites, styled by them, the Gotpd aeeording 
to tke Hebrewty or aceordina to the Twelve Apottlet, 
or even according to Mamew, we ought always to 
have that Nazarene or Ebionite Gospel, with the 
other Nazarene or Ebionite fragments, in view, 
when we consider any passages of Josephus rout- 
ing to Christ or to Christianity. Thus, smce that 
Gospel omitted all that is in Uie beginning of our 
St ifatthew's and St Luke's Gospels, and began 
with the ministry of John the Baptist ; in which 
first parts of the Gospel History are the accounts of 
the shraghter of the miants, and of the enrolment 
or taxation nndw Augustus Caesar and Herod, it is 
no great wonder that Joeephns has not taken cars 
particularly and clearly to preserve those histories 
to us. Thus when we find that Josephus calls 
James the brother of Christ, by the name of Jamet 
the Jmtt, and describes him as a wtott jntt or riffh' 
teout man, in an especial manner, we are to re- 
member that such is his name and character in the 
Gospel according to the Hebrews, and the other 
Ebionite remains of Hegesippus, but nowhere else, 
that I remember, in the earliest antiquity ; nor are 
we to suppose they herein referred to any other 
than that righteoutnett which wat hy the Jewith 
laWy wherein St Paul (Philip, iii. i, 5, 6.), before 
he embraced Christianity, professed himself to have 
been bUmeUtt, Thus when Josephus with other 
Jews, ascribed the :3ii8eries of that nation under 
Vespasian and Tjl||urith the destruction of Jem- 
salem, to the bacf^Hi murder of James the Just, 
nHkt we learn from the Ebionite 



fragments of Hegesippus, that these Ebifmitee in- 
terpreted a prophecy of Isaiah as foretelling this 
very murder, and those consequent miseries : — Let 
ut tcdte away thehttt one, for he it unproiUable to 
ut: therefore thMl they eat the frail of Aeir own 
wayt (Isaiah iii. 10). Thus when Josephus says, 
as we have seen, that the most equitable citizens oi 
Jerusalem, and those that were nwst zealous of the 
law, were very uneasy at the condemnation of this 
James, and some of his friends and fellow-Chris- 
tians, by the high priest and sanhedrim, about a. d. 
62, and declares that he himself was one of those 
Jews who thought the terrible miseries of that na- 
tion, effects of ue vengeance of God llor their mur^ 
der of this James, about a. d. 68, we raa^ easily 
see those opinions could only be the opinions of 
converted Jews or Ebionites. The high-priest - 
and sanhedrim, who always persecuted the Chris- 
tians, and now condemned these Christians, and 
the body of these unbelieving Jews, who are 
supposed to suffer for murdering this James, tlie 
head of the Nazarene or Ebionite Christians in 
Jodea, could not, to be sure, be of that opinion ; nor 
could Josephus himself be of the same opinion, as 
he declares he was, without the strongest incliiia- 
tions to the Christian religion, or without being se- 
cretly a Christian Jew, i. e, a Nazarene or Ebionite ; 
whi<m thing is, hy the way, a very great additional 
argument mat such he was, and no other. Thus, 
lastly, when Josephus is cited in Snidas, as affirm- 
ing Uiat Jesus officiated with the priests in the 
temple, this account is by no means disagreeable to 
tlie pretensions of the Ebionites. Hegesippus 
affirms the very same of James the Just also. 

VI. In the first citation of the fiimous testfanony 
concemmg our Saviour, from Tacitus, almost all 
that was true of the Jews, is directly taken by him 
out of Josephus, as will be demonstrated under the 
Third Dissertation hereafter. 

VII. The second author I have alleged for it is 
Justin Martyr, one so nearly coeval wiSi Josephus, 
that he might be bom about the time when he 
wrote his Antiquities : he appeals to the same An- 
tiquities by that very name ; and though he does 
not here directly quote them, yet does ne seem to 
me to allude to this very testimony in them con- 
cerning our Saviour, wheor he affirms, in this placei, 
to Trypho the Jew, that hit nation originally knew 
thai Jetnt wcu ritenfrom the dead, and eucended 
into heaven, at the propheciet did foretdl wat to 
happen. Since there neither now is, nor pzt>bably 
iu the days of Justin was, any other Jewish testi- 
ifiony extant which is so agreeable to what Justin 
here affirms of those Jews, as is this of Josephus 
the Jew before us ; nor indeed does he seem to me 
to have had any thing else particulariy in his view 
here, but this very testimony, where Josephus says, 
*<That Jesus appeared to his followers alive the 
third day aftec lus crucifixion, as the divine pro- 
phets had foretold these and ten thousand othev 
wonderful things concerning him." 

VIII. The third author I have quoted for Joee- 
phus's testimonies of John the Baptist, of Jesus of 
Nazareth, and of James the Just, is Origen, who is 
indeed allowed on all hands to have quoted him for 
the excellent character of John the Baptist, and of 
James the Just ; but whose supposed entire silence 
about this testunony concerning Christ is usually 
alleged as the principal argument against its being 
genuine, and particularly as to the chiuse, Thit wa$ 
the Chritt : and that, as we have seen, because ho 
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twice fuwures ns that, in his opinion, Jotepkui kirn- 
9e!f did not aehnotdedgt Jttui for Ckrtst. N«w, 
an to this latter cUtuae, I have already shown that 
Josephus did not here, in writing to Greeks and 
Romans, mean any such thing by those words, as 
Jews and Christians naturally understand by them : 
I have also observed, that all the ancients allow 
Rtill, with Origen, that Josephus did not, m the 
Jewish and Christian sense, acknowledge Jesus for 
the true Messiah, or the true Christ of God, not- 
withstanding their express quotation of that clause 
in Josephus as genuine ; so that unless we suppose 
Origen to have had a different notion of these words 
from all the other aneientB^ we cannot conclude from 
til is assertion of Origen, that he had not those 
words in his copy, liot to say that it is, after all, 
much more likely that his copy a little differed from 
the other copies in this clause, or indeed omitted it 
entirely, than that he, on its account, must be sup- 
posed not to have had the rest of this testimony 
therein, though indeed I see no necessity of making 
any such supposal at alL However, it seems to me 
that Origen affords us four several indications that 
the main parts at least of this testimony itself were 
in his copv : — 

(1.) when Origen Introduces Josephos's testi- 
mony concerning James the Just, that he thought 
the miseries of the Jews were an instance of Uie 
iivine vengeance on that nation for putting James 
to death instead of Jesus, he uses an expression no 
way necessary to his purpose, nor occasioned by any 
words of Josephus there, That they had slain that 
Chriit wAtcA wcu ftyretold t» tk$ propheoi€$. 
Whence could this expression come here into 
Orieen's mind, when he was quoting a testimony 
of Josephus concerning the brother of Christ, but 
from his remembrance of a clause in the testimony 
of the same Josephus concerning Christ himself, 
that th4 propketi hadfor^old kit death and rstur- 
reeiion, and ten thousand other vpnder/ul things 
coneerning him 1 

(2.) How came Origen to be so surprised at Jo- 
sephus's ascribing the destruction of Jerusalem to 
the Jews' murdering of James the Just, and not to 
their murdering of Jesus, as we have seen he was, 
if he had not known that Josephus had spoken of 
Jesus and his death before, and that he had a very 
good opinion of Jesus, which yet he could learn no 
way so authentically as from Uiis testimony 1 Nor 
do the words he here uses, that Josephus wns not 
remote Jrom the truth, perhaps allude to any tiling 
else but to this verv testimony before us. 

(3.) How can the same Origen, upon anoth^ 
slight occasion, when he had just set down that tes- 
timony of Josephus concerning James the Just, the 
brother of Jesus, who was called Christ, say that> 
" it may be questioned whether the Jews thought 
Jesus to be a man, or whether they did no^snppose 
him to be a being of a diviner kind !*' This looks 
so very like the fifth and sixth clauses of this testi- 
mony in Josephus, that Jetut was a wise man, if it 
he lawful to call him a man, that it is highly pro- 
bable Origen thereby alluded to them ; and this is 
the more to be depended on, because all the unbe- 
lieving Jews, and all the rest of the Nazarene Jews, 
esteemed Jesus with one consent, as a mere man, 
the son of Joseph and Mary ; and it is not, I think, 
poesible to produce any one Jew but Josephus, who 
in a sort of compliance with the Romans and the 
Catholic Chrbtians, who thought him a Grod, would 
say any thing like his being a God. 



! (4.) How came Origen to sffina twice, m ex- 

Sreesly, that Josephus did not kimsd/ ««», in the 
ewish and Christian sense, that Jens wot CIriif, 
notwithstanding his quotatkHis of each emineot tea- 
timonies out of him for John the Biptist his fore- 
runner, and for James the Just, his brother, ud 
one of his principal disciples 1 There is no pmge 
in all Josephus so likely to persuade QriceDof thia^ 
as is the famous testimony before as, iraerae, m 
he and all the ancients understood it, he mi geoe- 
rally called Christ indeed, but not any otfaenriai 
than as the common name whence the sect of Chris- 
tians was derived, and where he all along ipeaks d 
those Christians as a sect then in being, whose au- 
thor was a wonderful person, and Us foUoven 
great lovers of him and of the truth, yet as nci « 
sect as he had not joined himself to ; which expos-' 
tion, as it is a very natural one, so was it, I doaH 
but too true of dur Josephus at that time ; nor eu 
I devise any other reason but this, and the pvalld 
language of Josephus elsewhere, wh^ he epetb d 
James as the brother, not of Jesus vAo was Ckni, 
but of Jesus who was ealUd Christ, that oonld m 
naturally induce Origen and others to, be of tb( 
opinion. 

IX. There ai« two remarkable passages is So- 
das and TheophyhMst, already set down as om 
Josephus ; the former, that Jesus efkuiki *itt 
the priesU in the temple ; and the latter, that the 
destruction of Jerusalem, and miseries of the Je«s, 
were owing to their jy»<»£ji^ Jesus to death, whwh 
are in none of our present copies, nor cited thesce 
by any ancienter authors, nor indeed do they s«n 
nltoeether consistent with the other most aotbeattc 
testimonies. However, since Suidas cites h»^ 
sage from a treatise of Josephus, called MtM^noj 
the Jewr Captivity, a book never heard of eto^ 
where, and since both citations are not »t all do- 
agreeable to Josephua's character as a NaiareB«<)' 
Ebionite, I dare not positivel/'oondiide the; are 
spurious, but must leave them in suspeose, for »' 
farther consideration of the learned. . . 

X. As to that great criUe Photius, in the nrata 
century, who is supposed not to have had dus te* 
timony in bis copy of Josephus, or else to '^^^^^ 
teemed it spurious ; because in his extxsste oct 
Josephus's Antiquities, it is not ^^P'**^^ ijjf J 
tioned,— this is a strange thuig »<*««*•.!/ 
section, which had been cited out of Josephass co- 
pies all akmg before the days of Photius, •■ 7^" " 
it has been all along cited out of them since bu^ 
should be supposed not to be in his **>PJ» J**?^ 
he does not directly mention it in certain shon w»^ 
imperfect extracts, no way partioulariy rM»^°8 . 
such matters. Those who Uy a Btress on tms » 
lence of Photius, seem litUe to have attended »w« 
nature and brevity of those extracts. They <»n» ^ 
little or nothing, as he in effect profess* JiiJe 
entrance, but what concerns Antipater, ^^ ^. 
Great, and his brethren and family, *«"^*^„n- 
ploits, till the days of Agrippa junior, and vfLth 
tlie governor of Judea, fifteen years after tw o^^^ 
of oup Saviour, without one word of ?*^***^ti» 
happened nnder his government, whidi J^^*\^gj4 
only proper place in which this tesAoo"X j^j 
come to be mentioned. However, ^^"^^^H^ 
seems therefore, as we have seen, to ^^^(jp. 
treatise ascribed by some to Jos^hos, Qf^', ^ 
verse, because it speaks ve^^^rh thio^^^ 



eternal generation and di' 
very like his knowledge 



thisl* 
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really io the same Joeepbns, which spake in a lower 
matmer of him, which could be hardly any other 
passage than thb testimony before us ; and since 
as we have also seen, when he speaks of the Jewish 
History of Justus of Tiberias, as infected with the 
prejudiees of the Jews in taking no manner of no- 
tice of the adrent, of the acts^ and of the miracles 
of Jesus Christ, while yet he never speaks so of 
Josephus himself, this most naturally implies also, 
that there was not the like occasion nere as there ; 
but that Josephus had not wholly omitted that ad- 
vent,, those acts, or miracles which yet he has done 
everywhere else, in the books seen by Photius, as 
well as Justus of Tiberias, but in this famous testi- 
mony before us, so that it is most probable, Photius 
not only had this testimony in his copy, but believed 
it to be senuine also. 

XI. As to the silenee of Clement of Alexandria, 
who cites the Antiquities of Josephus, but never 
cites any of the testimonies now before us, it is no 
strange thing at all, since he never cites Josephus 
but once, and that for a point of ehronok>gy only, 
to determine how many years had passed from the 
days of Moses to the days of Joaephos^ — so that his 
silence mav almost as well be alleged against a 
hundred other remarkable passages in Josephus's 
works as against these before us. 



XII. Nor does the like silenee of Tertnllian im» 
ply that these testimonies, or any of them, were not 
m the oopies of his age. Tertnllian never once 
hints at any treatises of Josephus but those a^ns^ 
Apion, and that in ^neral only, for a point of 
chronology ; nor does it any way appear that Tertnl- 
lian ever saw any of Josephns's writings besides, 
and far from being certain that he saw even those. 
He had particular oceasion in his dispute against 
the Jews to quote Josephus, above any other writer, | 
to prove the completion of the prophecies of the 
Old Testament in the destruction of Jerosalem and 
miseries of the Jews at that time, of which he there > 
discourses, yet does he never once quote him upon ^ 
that solemn oceasion ; so that it seems to me that 
Tertnllian never read either the Greek Antiquities 
of Josephus, or his Greek books of the Jewish wars : \ 
nor is this at all strange in Tertnllian, a Latin wri- ' 
ter, that lived in Africa, by none of which African 
writers is there any one ehiuse, that I know of, 
cited out ci any of Joeephus's writings ; nor is it 
worth my while in such numbers of positive cita- 
tions of these clauses, to mention the silence of 
other later writers as being here of very small con- 
sequence. 



DISSERTATION II. 

CONCERNING GOD*S COMMAND TO ABRAHAM TO OFFER VF ISAAC, HIS SON, FOR A 

SACRIFICE. 



Since this command of God to Abraham (Gen. 
xxit) has of late been^^reatly mistaken by some, who 
venture to reason about very ancient facts from 
TOfy modem notions, and this without a due regard 
to either the customs, or opinions, or ciroumstaneoi 
of the times whereto those facts belong, or indeed 
to the true reasons of the &cts themselves ; since 
the mistakes about those customs, opinions, eirenm- 
stances and reasons, have of late so far prevailed, 
that the very same action of Abraham, which was 
so celebrated by St Paul (Rom. iv. 16—25), St 
James (chap. iL 21, 22), the author to the Hebrews 
(chap. zi. 17—19), Philo,* and Jo6ephus,f in the 
first century, and by innumerable otners since, as 
an uncommon instance of signal virtue, of heroic 
faith in God, and piety towarai him ; nay, is in the 
sacred histoiy (Gen. xxii. 15—18) highly oom- 
xnended by the divine Angdo/tks CovenaiU, in the 
name of God himself, and promised to be plentifnlly 
rewarded ; since this command, I say, ui now at 
last, in tiie eighteenth century, become a Hone of 
atutHbling and a rock of ofencc among ns, and that 
sometimes to persons of otherwise good sense, and 
of a religious disposition of mind also, I shall en- 
deavour to set this matter in its true, I. $. in its an- 
cient and original light, for the satisfaction of the 
inanisitive. In order whereto we are to consider, 
1. That till this very pro&ne age, it has been, I 
think, universally allowed by all sober persons, 
who owned themselves the ereatures of God, that 
the Creator has a Just right over all his rational 
ereatures, to protrael-^lhetr lives to what length he 

2 X 



pleases^— to cut them off when and by what instru- 
ments he pleases^-T-to afflict them with what sick- 
neeses he pleases — and to remove them from one 
state or place in this his great palace of the universe 
to another, as he pleases ; and that all those ra- 
tional creatures are bound in duty and interest to 
acquiesce under the divine disposal, and to resign 
themselves up to the good providenoe of God in all 
sueh his dispensations towards them. I do not 
mean to intimate^ that God may, or ever does, act 
in these cases after a mere arbitrary manner, or 
without sufficient reason, believing, according to the 
whole tenor of natural and revealed religion, that 
he katetk uoihing that h$ hath mads (Wisdom, zu 
14) ; that whatsoever he does, how melancholy so- 
ever it may appear at first sight to nSy is really in- 
tended for the good of his creatures, and at the up- 
shot of things, will fully appear so to be : but tha 
still be is not obliged, nor does in general give his 
creatures an account of the particular reasons ot 
snch his dispensations towards them immediately, 
but usually tries and exercises their faith and pa 
tienoe, their resignation and obedience, in their 
present state, of probation, and reserves thoee rea- 
sons to the last day, ths day of the revclatiom of the 
righUoiu judgnent of God. (Rom. ii. 5.) 

2. That the entire histories of the past ages, 
from the days of Adam till now, show that Almighty 
God has ever exercised his power over mankinc^ 
and that without giving them an immediate aocount 
of the reasons of such bis oonduct ; and that withal, 
the best^nd wisest men of all ages. Heathens as 
well as Jews and Chi'istians,— Aureus Antoninus 
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M well as the pAtriareh Abraham and St. Paul, 
have ever humbly submitted themselyee to this 
oonduet ^f the Divuie Provideneey and always cod- 
leflsed that they were obliged to the undeaerred 
goodness and merey of Qod for every enjoyment, 
hut eould not demand any of them of his justice ^— 
jio» not so much as the oontinuance of that life 
whereto those enjoyments do appertain. When 
Cfod was pleased to sweep the wieked race of men 
Away by a flood, the young innoeent infants, as well 
as the guilty old sinners ; when he was pleased to 
shorten the litm of men after the Flood, and still 
downward till the days of David and Solomon ; 
when he was pleased to destroy impure Sodom and 
iGromoirah by fire and brimstone from heaven, and 
to extirpate the main body of the Amorites out of 
the land of Canaan, as soon as their iniquUi$t wer§ 
AM (Gen. xv. 16), and in these instanofis included 
the young innocent infants, together with the old 
hardened sinners ; when God was pleased to send 
an angel, and by him to destroy 185,000 Assyrians 
(the number attested to by Benieos the Chaldean, 
as well as by our own Bibles) in the days of Ueser 
kiah, most of whom seem to nave had no other pe- 
culiar guilt upon them than that common to sol* 
diers in war, of obeying without reserve their king 
Sennacherib, his generals and captains ; and when, 
at the plague of Athens, London, Marseilles, &c. 
so many thousand righteous men and women^ with 
innocent babes, were swept away on a sudden, by a 
fatal contagion, — I do not remember that sober 
men have complained that God dealt unjustly with 
such his creatures, in those to us seemingly severe 
disp^isations. Nor are we certain when any such 
seemingly severe dispensations are really such, nor 
do we know but shortening the lives of men may 
sometimes be the greatest blessing to them, and 
prevent or put a stop to those courses of gross 
wickedness which might bring them to a greater 
misery in the world to come ; nor is it fit for such 
poor, weak, and ignorant creatures as we are, in 
the present state, to call our almighty, and all- wise, 
and all-good Creator and Benefactor to an account 
upon any such occasions, — since we cannot but ac- 
knowledge that it is He tkai kcUh made me, and not 
we oureelvee (Psalm c. 8), that we are nothing, and 
have nothing of ourselves independent of him, but 
that all we are, all we have, and all we hope for, is 
derived from him, from his free and undeserved 
bounty, which therefore he may juBtly take from 
ns in what way soever and whensoever he pleases ; 
all wise and good men still saying in such cases 
with the pious Psalmist (Ps. xxxix. 9), / tecu dumb, 
1 opened not my mouth, hecauee thou didet it ; and 
with patient Job (ch. i. 21 ; ii. 10), Shall loe receite 
good at the hand of God, and ehall not we receive 
evil 1 The Lord gate, and the Lord hcUh taken 
away, hUeeed be tke name of the Lord. If therefore 
this shortening or taking awsy the lives of men be 
an objection against any divine command for that 
purpose, it is full as strong lurainst the present sys- 
tem of the world, against Sie conduct of Divine 
Prqvidence in general, and against natural religion, 
which is founded on tlie justice of that Providaoee, 
and is no way peculiar to revealed religion, or 
to the fact of Abraham now before ns ; nor in 
this case much different from what was soon after 
the days <^ Abraham thoroughly settled, after Job's 
and his friends' debates, by me inspiration of EUhu, 
and the determination of God himself, where the 
Divine Pkovidenee wasat length thoxonghly cleared 



and justified before all the world, ss it will In, m 
question, more generally cleared and jmiified it thi 
final judgment. 

8. Thattillthidprolaneage,ithsBslMsItkiik, 
been universally allowed by all mber men, tbi i 
command of God, when sufficiently made fawiD to 
be so, is abundant authority for the tddsg my 
the life of any person whomsoever. I donbt bod 
ancient and modem princes, generals of anniei, aai 
judges, even those of the best repnlatkin sbo, bw 
ventured to take maaj men'to lives awsy upon Doeh 
less anthorilgr ; nor indeed do the sMrt leeptiealflf 
the modems care to deny this authority dimdjr; 
they rather take a method of objeetiBg warned 
more plausible, tfaongli it amoonta to toA tb 
same : they say that the apparent dingreeocalE^ 
any command to the moral attribntsi of God,nei 
as this of the shwgliter of an only child M 
plainly to be, will be a greater evidenee thita^ 
a command doss not come from God, thanlllTfB^ 
tended reveUUen can be that it doss; bst h tt 
this matter, although divine reve]ationBlnT«wf 
so long ceased, that we am not well aeqniDW*tf 
the manner of conveying soeh revelstioos via «f 
tainty to men, and by oonsequenee the tpprea 
disagreement of a command with the monl ittn- 
butes of God, ought at present, g^""^!*^ 
constantly, to deter men from acting npoo tac^ > 
pretended revelation, yet was theie no «"» "^ 
tainty in the days of the old prophets of God,of « 
Abraham, the friend of God (Isa. jn,B}, wto/^ 
ever found to have had an entire certainty « bJ" 
their revelations ; and what evidentfy fli*" "J 
were not deceived, is this, that ^ ^^'^Ij^^^^zS 
sequences of things aftennirds always eoneipflw^ 
and secured them of the tmth of such ^^^^-^ 
hitions. Thus the first miraculous ▼»<* °*" Jfl 
veh (Gen. xxii 11, 12), calling to A»»»*>^,Tl 
execute this command, and the pecfonwwf^.TT 
eminent promises made by the second ^v^ 
xxii. 17, 18), on account of his ob*^*^?^^. 
command, are demonstrations that AbnuBi 
misswn for what he did was truly ^^j^'fT^ 
entire justification of his conduct in »".T|^ 
The words of the first voice from hoaven wjl »^ 
hereafter to be set down in a fitter f'*2iiM«kJ 

glorious promises made to '^*^'****°' *2itm«wi* 
ae second voice, mnst here beprodnood trj» 
15—18. •« And the angel of the Lord ^^ 
Abraham out of heaven the second tinWi •»^ ^ 
By myself have I -sworn, saitfa the If^^^Vi*- 
cause thou hast done thia thing, and 1>*^^ y^ 
held thy son, thine only son* from m^ J*** , -a 
• I I will bless thee, and in nidU^poiy^^ 
tiply thy seed as the starsof *»^*y^i,»ei 
i which is upon the sea-shoW I f^ f, t^} 
shaU pnstnw the gate of his < 



sing 
mult 



bew-i; 
£»«fy«f 

of which promises ha^e beew •"**""Y?i«d*»* 
and, wluit is chiefly remarl^ahle, the "^JTLV 
cipal of them, that in Mr^tham*e u^ zJZv^ 
tione of the earth ehonld U bUmedp **"!^^ 



seed shall aU th^ nations of tbs «*i^ ^1. ^0 
because thou hast obeyed my ^^^^^f'^^) 



mifeed tUl this time. It hud been ^^S^jg^ 
him (chap. xiL 3 j and xviiL 18)> w* '.,*!^ . W 
ehould all thefomiliee Qf the40rih ^^^^ 
that this blessii^g was to beUmg te ""^^^ 
and to b« bestowed hy the mMa« <^^^^ii^<^ 
posterity, the Meeaias, that g»«i^t •[•^jui «• 
Abraham only, wi« ■•W Jg^Jr^j^jdi-^ 
such an amasmgrns^noe <4||l wB""" "^ 
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M was this bis reAdioew to ofht up bis only begot- 
leu son Isssa, was now first promised, and faas been 
long ago performed in the birtb of Jesns of Nasa- 
reth, tks mm tfjOa^id^ tks ion o/Ahrakam (Matt. 
I. 1), which highly deserves oov observation in this 
place ; nor can we suppose thatany thing eke than 
dear conviction that tnis command caae from God 
nould induce so good a man and so tender a father 
as Abraham was, to sacrifice his own beloved son, 
and to lose thereby all the comfort he received from 
him at present, and all the expectation he had of a 
nnmerons and happy posteriW from him hereafter. 
4. That long before the days of Abraham, the 
demons or heathen gods had required and received 
human sacrifices, and particularly that of the offer> 
er's own c^dren, and thb both before and after 
the Deluge. This practice had been mdeed so long 
left off in Egypt, and the onstom of sacrificing ani- 
mala there, was confined to so few kinds in the days 
of Herodotus, that he wonld not believe they had 
ever offered human sacrifices at all ; for he savs,* 
that <* the fable, as if Hercnlee was sacrificed to 
Jupiter in Egypt, was feigned by the Greeks^ who 
were entirely unacquainted with the nature of the 
Egyptians and their laws ; for how should they sa- 
crifice men, with whom it is unlawful to sacrifice 
any brute beast, boars and bulls, and pure calves 

' and ganders only excepted t" However, it is evi- 
dent from Sanchoniatho, Manetho, Pausanias, Dio- 
doros, Siculus^ Philoy Plutarch, and Porphyry, that 
such sacrifices were firequent both in Phcenicia and 
Egypt, and that long before the days of Abraham, 
as Sir John Marsham and Bishop Cumberland have 
fully proved ; nay, that in other places (though not 
in Egypt) this cruel practice continued long after 
Abraham, and this till the very third, if not also to 
the fifth centmnr of Christianity, before it was quite 
abolished. Take the words of the original auUiors 
in English, as most of them occur in their originals, 

', in Sir John HaiBham's Gfaronicon, p, 76—78, 300 

; ^304. 

M Chronus offered up his only-begotten son as a 
) burnt-offering, to his father Uranus, when there was 
\. a famine and a peBtilence."+ 

** Chronus, whom the Pnodnicians name liratl 
[it should be //], and who was, after his death, 
consecrated into the star Saturn, when he was king 
r of the country, and had by a nymph of that coun- 
try, named Anobret, an only besotten son, whom, 
1 on that account, they called JeiJ, (the PhoBnicians 
to this day calling an only begotten son by that 
name), he in his dr«ui of very great dangers that 
lapr upon the country from war, adorned his son 
with royal apparel, and built an altar, and offered 
him in sacrifice.*^ 

** The Phcenicians, when they were In great dan- 
gers by war, by famine, or by pestilence, sacrificed 
to Saturn one of the dearest of their people, whom 
tney chose by public suffrage for that purpose ; and 
Sonchoniatho's PhoBuician histoiy is fiui of such 
sacrifices." [These hitherto I take to have been 
before the Fk)od.]§ 

•* In Arabia, the Domatii sacrificed a diild every 
year."|| 

« They rekta, that of old the [Egyptian] kings 
sacrificed such men as were of the same colour with 
Typbo, at the sepulchre of Oeiris."11 
tf Manetho relates, that they burnt Typhonean 

|p£arBlkii.«BSMMhM.pb1ll I Penhjny, F^ 77. 



men alive in the city Iditbyia [or Ilithyia], and 
scattered their ashes like chaff that is winnowed ; 
and this was done publicly, and at an appointed 
season in the dog days.**** 

** The barbarous nations did a long time admit of 
the slaughter of children, as of a holy practice, and 
acceptable to the gods ; and this thing, both private 
persons, and kings, and entire natioM, praetise at 
proper seasons."tt 

** The human sacrifices that were enjoined by the 
Dodonean oracle, mentioned in Pausanias's Achaics, 
in the tragical story of Coresus and Calirrfaoe, suffi- 
ciently intimate that the Phoenician and the Egyp- 
tian priesta had set up this Dodonean oraele before 
the time of Amosis, who destroyed that barbaroQS 
practice in Egypt":}::): 

Senemlm ploeaUU vftot, tt virrtnt emta, 
Cm» f Imnm iBaau Dmti rnmitU advw i 
Bmafmtm f motviiA vWttw, mdmrnfm Uiamdum 
^^^ T.«KJhi.M.,„. 

q* Sam tha lod* Ihti diMdlU bmhot braofhtr 
O OradniM, whta Um TVq}u Aom 70a «>uvDt« 
~ •wlUiAfli«ln'RhUio4wMVoaih»! 

r Mb Ntinn t» bought anlii. 



80 roost 700* a 



t hought acaliif 



Th9B% hhodj sacrifices were^ for certahi, instan- 
ces of the greatest degree of impiety, tyranny, and 
cruelty in the world : that either wicked demons or 
wicked men, who neither made nor p r ese r ved man- 
kind, who bad therefore no right over them, nor 
were they able to make them amenda in the nex* 
world for what they thus lost or suffered in this, 
should, after so inhuman a manner, eomaoand the 
taking awur the Uvea of men, and partlcnhorly of 
the oiftvsr^s own children, without the enmmissir 



t Pha. Blh. m SMMhM. pb fl 

irh';.Bih.«>aM»hoD.pw9T. 
2x3 



^^sasii 



of any crime ; tiiis was, I think, an abomination d»> 
rived from him who was a murdertr /ram tis 6e- 
^mitii^ f John viii 44) ; a crime truly andptoperiy 
diabolicsl 

$, That accordingly Aioughty God himself, mdev 
the Jewish dispensation, vehemently condemned 
the Pagans, and sometimes the Jewa themselves, 
fiir this crime ; and for this, among other heinoos 
sins, cast the idolatrous nations fnay, somfitimeB the 
Jews too) out of Palestine. Take the priadnal 
textB hereto reUting, SA t^oy U«i in ovdet in the Old 
Testament :— 

** Thou shalt not let any of thy seed pass through 
the fire to Molech. Defile not yourselves in any 
of these things, for in all these the nations are de- 
filed, which I cast out befo^ you," Ito. (L^v« xviii* 
21.) 

** Whosoever he be of th» children of Israel, or 
of the strangers that sojoam in Israel, that civeth 
any of his seiod unto Molech, he shall sore^ be ^nt 
to death ; the people o^ the land shall stone him 
with stones." (Lev. xx. 2.) 

** Take heed to thyself that thou be not snared 
by following the nations, after that they be deitroved 
from before thee ; and that thou inquire nqt after 
their gods, saying. How did these natioqs serve 
theur godi^ even so will I do likewise. Then shalt 
not do so nnto the Lord thy God ; for everjr abomi- 
nation of the Lord, which be hateth, have tney done 
nnto their gods ; for even their sons and their 
dat^hters have thfiy burnt in the fire to their cods." 
(Dent. xlL 30, 81. See chap. xviu. 10, and 2 Kingn 
xviL 17<) 

<* And Ahaz made his son to pass tI^oiu;htfae firsi 
I aoepr^iDg to the abominations of th« heatoen, whoni 

(•MdVWLsbia 
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the Lord east out before the children of Israel." (2 
Kinn xvi. S.) 

^ MoreoTer, Ahaz burnt incense in the ralley of 
the son of HiDDom^ and burnt his children (his 
son, in Josephns) in the fire, after the abominations 
of the heathen, whom tlie Lord had cast out before 
the children of Israel.'' (2 Chron. xxviii. 8.) 

** And the Sepharvites burnt their children in the 
fire to Adrammelech and Anamelech, the gods of 
Sepharyaim," &c. (2 Kings xvii. 31.) 

" And Josiah defiled Tophet, wbicn is in the val- 
ley of tlie children of Hinnom, that no man might 
make his son or his daughter to pass through the 
fire unto Molech.** (2 Kings xxiii. 10.) 

** Yea, they sacrificed their sons and their daugh- 
ters unto demons ; and shed innocent blood, the 
blood of their sons and of their daughters, whom 
they sacrificed unto the idob of Canaan ; and the 
land was polluted with blood." (PsaL ctL 37> 58. 
See Isa. Mi. 5.) 

<' The children of Judah h«Te done evil in my 
sight, saith the Lord ; they have set their abomi- 
nations in the house which is called by my name to 
pollute it ; and they have built the high places of 
Tophety which is in the valley of the son of Hinnom, 
to bum their sens and their daughters in the fire, 
which I commanded them not, nor came it into my 
heart." (Jer. vii. 80—82.) 

** Thus saith the Lord of Hosto, the God of Is- 
rael, Behold I wiU bring evil upon this place, the 
which whosoever heare&, his ears shall tingle, be- 
cause they have forsaken me, and have estranged 
this place, and have burnt incense unto other goids, 
whom neither they nor theur fathers have known, 
nor the kings of Judah, and have filled this place 
with the blood of innoeents. They have built also 
the high places of Baal, to bum their sons with fire 
for burnt-offerings unto Baal, which I commanded 
noty nor spake it, neither came it into my mind,'' &c 
(Jer. xix. S—6.) 

** They built the high pUuMs of Baal, which are 
in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to cause their 
sons and their daughters to pass through the fire 
unto Molech^ which I commanded them not, neither 
came it into my mind that they should do this 
abomination, to cause Judah to sin." (Jer. xxxii. 
86.) ^ 

** Moreover, thou hast taken thy sons and thy 
daughters, whom thou hast born unto me, and these 
hast thou sacrificed unto them to be devoured. Is 
this of thy whoredoms a small matter, that thou 
bast sUin my children, and deliyered them to 
cause them to pass through the fire for them t" 
(Ezek. xvL 20, 21. See chap. xx. 26 : 1 Cot. x. 
20.) 

* Thou hatest the old inhabitants of thy holy 
land, for doing most odious works of witchcraft and 
wicked sacrifices ; and also those merciless murder- 
ers of children, and devourers of man's flesh, and 
feasts of blood, with their priests, out of the midst 
of their idolatrous crew, and the parents that killed 
with their own hands souls destitute of help." — 
(Wisd. xii. 4-6.J 

6. Tliat Almignty God never permitted, in any 
one instance, that such a human sacrifice should 
actually be offered to himself (though he had a 
right to have required it, if he liad so pleased) under 
the whole Jewish dispensation, which yet was full of 
many other kinds of sacrifices, and this at a time 
when mankind generally thought such sacrifices of 
fehe greatest virtue for the procuring pardon of lin 



and the divine favour. This the ancieat mtoAkd 
the heathen world attest Take their notioD in tki 
words of Philo Bibltna,* the tnulator of Siaeko- 
niatho : — ** It was the custom of theandento, intlM 
greatest calamities and dangers, for the govcnon 
of the city or nation, in order to avert the destiw- 
tion of all, to devote dieir beloTed son to be iln, 
as a price of redemption to the panishing [or ave^ 
ing] demons ; and those so devoted were killed ififf 
a mystical manner.*' This the history of the khi; 
of Moab (2 Kings iii. 27), when he was in pot 
distress in his war against Israel and Jodab, ia- 
forms us of ; who then ** took his eldest son, tkil 
should have reigned in his stead, and ofTend bia 
for a bnmt-offering upon the city-walL" Thii&l^ 
the Jewish prophet Micah (chap, vi 6— S) m/mi 
when he inquires, ** Wherewith shall I eomebrfn 
the Lord, and bow myself before the High God! 
Shall I come before him with bumt-offerins^ ^ 
calves of a year old ! WUl the Lord be plowl 
with thousands of rams, and ten tfaooandi of ^ 
kids of the goats t Shall I give my first bon ^ 
my transgression, the fruit of my body far ^ 
sin of my soul !" No, cerUinly ; « For he lau 
shewed thee, man, what is good ; and vhatdoib 
the Lord require of thee, but to do jostlr, »sd » 
love mercy, and to humble thyself to walkvitiiPJ 
Qodr 

It is true, God did here try the faith and ol»& 
ence of Abraliam to himself, whether thejr weretf 
strong as the Pagans exhibited to their (^^^"^^ 
idols, yet did he withal take effectual care, and tittt 
by a miraculous interposition also, to prefeat in 
execution, and provided himself a ram, as a Ticaii- 
ous substitute, to supply the phuseof Issm muBe* 
ately :— " And the angel of the Lord called ob» 
Abraham, and said Abraham, Abraham l-uj V 
said. Here am I :— and he said, Lsj wt ^ 
hand upon the lad, neither do thou aojr this; do» 
him ; for now I know that thou fearest God, i^ 
thou hast not withheld thy son, tliioe oi^7^'[!? 
me. And Ahnthnm WftM^ nn hU Aves. and loom 



me. And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and \t 
and behold a ram caught in a thicket ^y^'*'^;:;;i 
and Abraham went and took the ram, aod offei*; 
him up for a burat-offering in the stead of his «* 
(Gen. xxii. 11—13.) ThiS though JephUia(Ju'J 
xi. 36—39,) has, by many, been thought to to« 
vowed to offer up hu daughter and only cbiW k^^ 
sacrifice, and that as bound on him, upon supp^ 
Uon of his vow, by a divine hiw (Levit ^^^"Z 
29), of which I was once myself ; yet ^^]jZ 
mature consideration, I have, for some *""•> jfjSf 
this to be a mistake, and tliat hU vow «*^^r^. 
to her being devoted to serve God at the taw^; 
cle, or elsewhere, in a state of perpetual J«X|"^^' 
and that neither that Ulw did enjoin any haioao 
orifices, nor do we meet with any «»*°;P * J!^ 
execution in this sense afterwards, ^'l^^* 
mentions any such law, no more than •'^J^i 
and when Josephus thought that Jephtha bad on^i 
such a vow, and executed it, he is so far from n' J 
at its being done in compliance with '^Jf'^^^.x'ti 
that he expressly condemns him for it, "^T.^ 
acted contrary thereto ; or, in his own ^^^^Tj^ ^ 
having offered an obhition neither <»"»°i?^Vilb i 
the Uw, nor acceptable to God, nor ^»8""5aj^' 
himself what opinion the hearers would have » 
a practice." 
7. That Isaac being at this tiiaay 

t AAttq. few V. ea. ?|i. MOC 1& 
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Joecphiu/ who is herein jastly followed by Arch- 
bishop Usher,f no less thsn twenty-five years of age, 
and Abraham being, by consequence, one hundred 
and twenty-five, it is not to be supposed that Abra- 
hAm could bind Isaac, in order to ofier him in sa- 
crifice, but by his own free consent ; which free 
consent of the party who is to suffer, seems abso- 
lutely necessary in all such cases ; and which free 
consent St Clement, as well as Josephus, distinctly 
takes notice of on this occasion. St. Clemen t:( de- 
scribes it thus : — '* Isaac being fully persuaded of 
what he knew was to come, cheerfully yielded him- 
self up for a sacrifice." And for Josephus, after 
introducing Abraham in a pathetic speech, laying 
before Isaac tlie divine command, and exhorting 
him patiently and joyfully to submit to it, he telb 
ns§ that " Isaac very cheerfully consented ;" and 
then introduces him in a short, bnt very pious an- 
swer, acquiescing in the proposal ; and adds, that 
*' he then immediately, and readily, went to the altar 
to be sacrificed." Nor did Jephtha (Judges xi. 36, 
37) perform his rash vow, whatever it were, till his 
daughter had given her consent to it. 

8. It appears to me that Abraham nerer despair- 
ed entirely of the interposition of Providence for 
the preservation of Isaac, although in obedience to 
the command he prepared to sacrifice him to God. 
This seems to me intimated in Abraham's words to 
his servants on the third day, when he was in sight 
of the mountain on which he was to ofier his son 
Isaac : *' We will go and worship, and we will come 
again to you." As also in his answer to his son, 
when he inquired, <' Behold, the fire and the wood ; 
but where is the lamb for a burnt-ofiering ! — and 
Abraham said. My son, God will provide himself a 
Umb for a bumt<offering." (Gen. xxii. 5—7.) Both 
these passages look to me somewhat like such an 
expectation. However, 

9. It appears most evident that Abraham, and I 
suppose Isaac also, firmly believed, that if God 
should permit Isaac to be actually slain as a sacri- 
fice, he would certainly and speedily raise him again 
from the dead. This, to be sure, is supposed in the 
words already quoted, that botli *' he and his son 
would go and worsliip, and come again to the ser- 
vants ;" and is clearly and justly collected from this 
history by the author to the Hebrews (chap. xi. 17, 
18, 19^ : <* By faith, Abraham, when he was tried, 
ofiered up Isaac ; and he that had received tlie 
promises offered up his only begotten, of whom it 
was said, Tiiat in Isaac shall Uiy seed be called, 
accounting [or reasoning] that God was able to 
raise Iilm from the dead." And this reasoning was 
at once very obvious and wholly undeniable, that 
since God was truth itself, and had over and over 
promised that he would " multiplv Abraham ex- 
oeed'mgl V ; that he should be a father of man v na- 
tions ; that his name should be no longer Abram 
tut Abraham, because a father of many nations 
God had made him," &c. ; that '* Sarai his wife 
should be called Sarah ; that he would bless her, 
and give Abraham a son also of her ;" and that 
** he would bless him ; and she should become na- 
tions ; and kings of people should be of her," &c. 
(Gen. xvii. 2, 4, 5, 6, 16); and that *Mn Isaac 
should his seed be called" (Gen. xxi. 12) :— and 
since withal it is here supposed that Isaac was to 
be slain as a sacrifice before he was married, or 
had any seod, God was, for certain, obliged by his 
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promises, in these circumstances, to raise Isaao 
again from the dead ; and this was an eminent in- 
stance of ihat faith whereby " Abraham believed 
God, and it was imputed to him for righteous 
ness" (Gen. xv. 6), viz. that if €rod should permit 
Isaac to be sacrificed, he would certainly and 
quickly raise him up again from the dead, ** from 
whence also he received him in a figure," as the 
author to tlie Hebrews (chap. xi. 19) here justly 
observes. 

10. That the firm and just foundation of Abra 
ham's faith and assurance in God for such a resur- 
rection was this, besides the general consideration 
of the divine veracity, that during the whole time 
of his sojourning in strange countries, in Canaan 
and Egypt, ever since he nad been called out ot 
Chaldea or Mesopotamia at seventy-five years of 
age (Gen. xii. 4), he had had constant experience of 
a special, of an over-rnling, of a kind and gracious 
Providence over him, till his 125th year, which, 
against all human views, had continually blessed 
him and enriched him, and, in his elder age, had 
given him first Ishmael by Hagar, and afterward 
promised him Isaae to <* spring from his own body 
now dead, and from the deadness of Sarah's womb 
(Rom. iv. 19), when she was past age (Heb. xi. 11), 
and when it ceased to be with Sarah aifter the man- 
ner of women (Gen. xviiL 11), and had actually 
performed that and every other promise, how im- 
probable soever that performance had appeared, 
he had ever made to him, and this during fifty 
entire years together ; so that although, at his fii^st 
exit out of Chaldea or Mesopotamia, he might have 
been tempted to staler at tueh a promiis ^f Ood^ 
through unbelief, yet might he now, after fifty years' 
constant experience, be justly ttrong in faith, giving 
glory to Ood, at being fully perMuaded that v/iol 

God had promised, (the resurrection of Isaac) h4 
vat both able and vUling to perform. (Rom. iv.20, 
21.) 

1 1. That this assurance therefore, that God, if he 
permitted Isaac to be slain, would infallibly raise 
him again from the dead, entirely alters the state 
of the case of Abraham's sacrificing Isaae to the 
true God, from that of all other human sacrifices 
whatsoever offered to false ones, all those others 
being done without the least promise or prospect of 
such a resurrection ; and this indeed takes away all 
pretence of injustice in the divine command, as 
well as of all inhumanity or cruelty in Abraham's 
obedience to it. 

12. That npon the whole, this command to Abra- 
ham, and what followed upon it, looks so very like 
an intention of God to typify or represent before- 
hand, in Isaac, a beloved or only begotten ton, what 
was to happen long afterwards to the great Son 
and teed of Abraham^ the Mettiah, the beloved 
and the only begotten of the Father, tohote day 
Abraham taw by faith beforehand, and rejoiced to 
tee it (John viii. 56), viz. that he, by the determi- 
nate counsel and foreknowledge of Ood, thould be 
crucified and tlain, as a sacrifice, and should be 
raited again the third day (Acts ii. 22 — 82), and 
thid at Jerutalem alto ; and that in the meantime, 
God would accept of the sacrifices of rams and the 
like animals, at the same city Jerusalem, that one 
cannot easily avoid the application. This seems the 
reason why Abraham was obliged to go to the land 
of Moriah, or Jerusalem, and why it is noted that 
it was the third day (Gen. xxli. 2, 4) tliat he came 
to the place, which implies that the return back, 
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after the slaying of the saerifioe, vonld natinally be 
tU third daf a&o ; and why this saerifioe was not 
lahmael the §on afUr tkeJUtk only, hot Inae the 
9tm 6f pnmu€f the beloted ton of Abraham ; and 
why Isaao was stvled the onlv ton, or only hoffoUtn 
$om of Abnham (Heb. ai. 17;, thooeh he had Ish- 
nasi besides ; and why Issae himself was to boar 
tko wood on which he was to be saerificed (Gen. 
udL 6 ; John six. 17) ; and why the plaoe was no 
other than tht land o/Moriah, or einofi, i. e. most 
probably a plaoe where the Shechinah or Messiah 
bad been aeon, and God by him worshipped, eren 
before the days of Abraham, and where latdy lived, 
and perhaps now Urcd, Melehisedeek, the grand 
type of the Messiah (who might then possibly be 
present at the sacrifice) ; and why this sacrifiee 
was to be oiFeved either on the monntain called 
afterwards distinctly Moriahf where the temple 
stood, and where all the Mosaic sacrifioss were after- 
wards to be offersd/as Joasphns* and the generality 
suppose, or perhaps, as others suppose, that where 
the Messiah himself was to be offered, — its neigh- 
bour moont CalTaiy. This seems also the reason 
why the ram was substitnted as aTicarious sacrifice 
Instead of Isaac These eveamstances seem to me 
very pecnliar and extraordinary, and to render the 
nreoent hypothesis extremely probable. Nor pa^ 
haps did St. Clement mean any thing else, when, in 
his fore-cited passage, he says, that *< Isaao was folly 
psrsaadttd of what he knew was to come," and 
therefore ^ cheerfully yielded himself np for a sa- 
crifice.'* Nor indeed does that name of this place, 
JAooak-Jirekf which conUnued till the days of 
Mttses, and signified God will MS, or rather, Ood 
will frotide, seem to be nveo it by Abraham, on 
any other account, than Uiat God would there, in 
the fiilness of time, protido himadf a lamb (that 
Lamb of Ood (John t. 2d), which woi to take away 
thsHnofthe world) /or a burnt'Ojferin^, 

But now, if after all it be objected, that how pe- 
cnliar and how tjypical soever the eironmstaaoes of 
Abraham and Isaac might be in themselves, of 
which the heathens about them could have little 
notion, yet such a divine eommand to Abraham for 
slaying his beloved son Isaac, must however be of 
very ill example to the Gentile world, and that it 
proKMbly did either first occasion, or at least grsatly 
enconiage, their wicked practices, in offering their 
children for sacrifioss to their idols, I answer by the 
next consideration : — 

13. That this objection is so for from truth, that 
(Sod's public and miraculous prohibition of the 
execution and this command to Abraham (whioh 
eommand itself the Gentiles would not then at all 
be surprised at, biecause it was so like to their own 
ssual practices), ss well as God*s substitution of a 

• Anthi. b. i.«h. lUI. Mot a 



vicaxloQS oUation, seems to have been tho %w a .y oe- 
casion of the immediate abolition of those impioim 
sacrifices by Tethmosis or Amosis, amoof^ the 
neigfabouriDg Egyptians, and of the tmha^iimtiou of 
more inoffensive ones there instead of them. Tnka 
the account of this abolilaon, w^ieh we shmli pre- 
sently prove was about the time of Abrmfaainls 
ofleimg up his son Isaac, as it is preserved by- P<ar- 
phyry, from Bfanetho^ the fomous Egyptiaa bietD- 
rian and chronologer, which is also died from Por- 
phyry by Eosebitts and Theodoret: — ^AmooiB,'' 
ssys Pomiyry,i* " abolished the laws for dajioic €ii 
men at Heliopolis in Egypt, as Manetfao bm[n wit- 
ness in his book of Antiquity and Piety. Iher 
were saerificed to Jono, and were examned, as 
were the pure calves, that were also sealed wich 
them : they were sacrificed three in a daj. In 
whose stead Amoss commanded that men of wax 
of the same number, should be snbstitated.'' 

Now I have lately shown that these Egyptiam 
had Abraham in groat veneration, and that all tkg 
wiadom of thou ^yp(foa«, in iskiok Momo wa» 
afterwardt leamod, was derived from no other than 
Abraham. Now it appears evidently by tiie forf- 
eited passage, that the first abolitioo of Aeae he- 
man sacrifices, and the subetitutton of waxen ima^ 
ges in their stead, and particniariy at Heliopolis, ia 
the north-east of Eg3i>t, in the neighbonriiood of 
B ee ra heba, in the souUi of P^estine, where Abra- 
ham now lived, at the distance of abont a hnodred 
and twentv miles only, was in the daya, and by the 
order of Tethmosis or Amosis, who was the first «f 
the Egyptian kings, after the expulsion of ilie Ph(»- 
nician snepherds. Now therefore we are to inquire 
when this Tethmosis or Amosis lived, and compare 
his time with the time of' the sacxifioe oi isase. 
Now, if we look into my Chronological Table, pub- 
lished A. D. 1721, we shall find that the hundred 
and twenty-fifth year of Abraham, or, which is all 
one, the twenty-fifth year of Isaac, laHs into a. n. 
2573, or into the thirteenth year of Tethmosis or 
Amosis, which is the very middle of his twenty- five 
years' reign ; so that tliis abolition of fanman aacri- 
ficea in Egypt, and substitution of othen in thdr 
room, seems to have been occasioned by the solenui 
prohibition of such a sacrifice in the case of Abra- 
ham, and by the following substitntion of a lam is 
its stead : which account of this matter not oniy 
takes away the groundless suspicions of the mo- 
derns, but shows the great seasonableness of the 
divine prohibition of the execution of this commaxid I 
to Abraham, as probably the direct occasion of i 



putting a stop to the barbarity of the Egyptians in 
offering human sacrificea, and that for na^y, if not 
for all. 



1ApydMwih.li.m. 
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DISSERTATION III. 

TACITUS'S ACCOUNT OP THE ORIGIN OP THE JEWISH NATION, AND OP THE PARTI- 
CULARS OF THE LAST JEWISH WAR; THAT THE FORMER WAS PROBABLY WRIT- 
TEN IN OPPOSITION TO JOSEPHUS'S ANTIQUITIES, AND THAT THE LATTER WAS 
CERTAIN ALMOST ALL DIRECTLY TAKEN FROM JOSEPHUS'S HISTORY OF THE 

- JEWISH WAR. 



St NOV TacituBy tiie famous Roman historian, who 
has written more largely and professedly about the 
origin of the Jewidi nation, about the chorogra^hy 
of Judea, and the last Jewish war under Cestius, 
Vespasian, and Titus, than any other old Roman 
historian : and since both Josephus and Tacitus 
were in farour with the same Roman emperors, — 
Vespasian, Titus, and Domitian ; and since Tacitus 
-was an eminent pleader and writer of history at 
Home during the time, or not long after, our Jose- 
phus had been there studying the Greek language, 
reading the Greek books, and writing his own works 
in the same Greek language, which hinguage was 
almost universally known at Rome in that age ; and 
sinee therefore it is next to impossible to suppoKO 
that Tacitus could be unacquainted with the wri- 
tings of Josephus, it cannot but be highly proper to 
compare their accounts of Judea, of the Jews, and 
Jewish affairs, together. Nor 'is it otlier than a 
▼ery surprising paradox to me, how it has been 
possible for learned men, particularly for the seve- 
ral learned editors of Josephus and Tacitus, to be 
so very silent about this matter as they have hi- 
therto been, especially when not only the corres- 
pondence of the authors as to time and place, but 
the likeness ci Uie subject matter and circum- 
Btances, is so often so very remarkable : nay, in- 
deed, since many of the particular facts belonged 
peculiarly to the region of Judea, and to the Jewish 
nation, and are such as could hardly be taken by a 
foreigner from any other author than from our Jo- 
sephus, — this strange silence is almost unaccounta- 
ble, if not inexcusable. The two only other writers 
whom we know of, when such Jewish affairs might 
be supposed to be taken by Tacitus, who never ap- 
pears to have been in Judea himself, are Justus of 
Tiberias, a Jewish hbtorian, contemporary with 
Josephus, and one Antonius Julianus, onc^ men- 
tioned by Minutius Felix, in bis Octavius (sect. 33), 
as having written on thesamesubject with Josephus, 
and both already mentioned by me on another oc- 
casion (Dissert. I.) As to Justus of Tiberias, he 
could not be the historian whence Tacitus took his 
Jewisli affairs ; because, as we have seen in the 
place just cited, the principal passage in Tacitus of 
that nature, concerning Christ and his sufferings 
under the emperor Tiberius, and by his procurator 
Pontius Pihite, was not there, as we know from the 
testimony of Photius (Cod. xxx) ;— isnd as to An- 
tonius Julianus, his very name shows him to bave 
been not a Jew, but a Roman. He b never men- 
tioned by Josephus ; and so probably knew no more 
of the country or a&ira of Judea than Tacitus him- 
self. Ue was, I suppose, rather an epitomizer of 
Joeephns, and not so early as Tacitus, than an ori- 
ginal historian himself before him. Nor could so 
exact a writer as Tacitus, ever take up with such 
poor and almost unknown historians ns these were, 
while Josephus's seven books of the Jewish War 



were then so common ; were in such great reputa- 
tion at Rome ; were attested to, and recommended 
by Vespasian and Titus, the emperors, by kmg 
Agrippa, and king ArcheUus, and Herod, lung of 
Chalcis ; and he was there honoured with a statue ; 
and these his books were reposited in the publio 
library at Rome, as we know from Josephus him- 
self, from Eusebius, and Jerome, while we never 
hear of any other history of the Jews, that had then 
and there any such attestations or recommendationB. 
Some things indeed Tacitus might take from the 
Roman records of this war. I meav. frm the 
Commentaries of Yes^asinn, which are mentioned 
by Josephus himself, m his own Life (sect. 65), and 
some others from the relations of Roman people, 
where the affairs of Rome were concerned : as also 
other affairs might be remembered by old officers 
and soldiers that luid been in the Jewish war. Ac- 
cordingly I still suppose tliat Tacitus had some part 
of his information these ways, and particularly 
where he a little differs from or makes additions to 
Josephus : but then as this will all reach no farther 
than three or four years during this war, so will it 
by no means account for that abridgment of the 
geography of the country, and entire series of the 
principal facto of history thereto rehtUng, which 
are in Tacitus, from the days of Antiochus Epi- 
phanes, two hundred and forty years before that 
war^ with which Antiochus both Josephus and 
Tacitus begin their distinct histories of the Jews, 
preparatory to the history of this last war. Nor 
could Tacitus take the greatest part of those earlier 
facts belonging to the Jewi^ nation from the days 
of Moses, or to Christ and the Christians in the days 
of Tiberius, from Roman autliors ; of which Jew- 
ish and Christian affairs those authors had usually 
very little knowledge, and which the heathen* 
generally did grossly pervert and shamefully falsi- 
fy ; and this is so true as to Tacitus'sown aeoounto 
of the origin of the Jewish nation, that the reader 
may almost take it for a constant rule» that when 
Tacitus contradicts Josephus's Jewish Antiquities, 
he either tells direct falsehoods, or truths so mis^ 
rably disguised, as renders them little better than 
falsehoods, and hardly ever lights upon any thmg 
reUting to them that is true and solid, but when 
the same is in those Antiquities at this day : — of 
which matters more will be said in the notes on this 
history immediately following. 

HISTORY OF THE JEWS. 

BOOK T. CHAP. II. 

SiNCB we are now going to reUto the final period 
of this famous citv [Jerusalem], it seems pro|>er to 
give an account of iteoriginal.(a) — The tradition is, 

(«) Most of Omm ■tarlM wt w Mtto^ sroandlM*, Md w «alndl« 
t4»3rtooa«MiotlMr,tlMrtUMydonotdM«rv« awrliMuaonfiiUUaa. II 
te fctimiiffa TMitiM oottM pciwuid* UaMif draa «niMy to Mt til 
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that the Jews nn awaj from the island of Crete, 
and settled themeelTcs on the coast of Libja, and 
this at the time when Satnrn was driven oat of his 
kinj^dom hj the power of Jupiter : an argument 
for It is fetched from their name. The mountain 
Ida is famous in Crete ; and the neichbouring in- 
habitants are named /</«», which, with a barbarous 
argument, becomes the name of Judmi [Jews]. 
Some say they were a people that were very nu- 
merous in Egypt, under the reign of Isis ; and that 
the Egyptians got free from that burden, by send- 
ing them into the adjacent countries, under their 
captains Hierosolymus and Judas. The neatest 
part say they were those Ethiopians whom fear and 
hatred oblip^ to change their habitations, in the 
reign of kmg Cepheas.(&) There are those who 
report that they were Assyrians, who, wanting 
lands, got together, and obtained part of Egypt, 
and soon aft^ward settled themselTcs in cities of 
their own, in the land of the Hebrews, and the parts 
of Syria that lay nearest to them.(0) Others pre- 
lend their origin to be more eminent, and that the 
Solymi, a people celebrated in Homer's poems, 
were the founders of this nation, and ^tc this their 
own name Hieroaolyma to the city which they built 
there.((<) 

Chap. III.] BCanyalnthors agree, that when once 
an infectious distemper was arisen in Egypt, and 
made men's bodies impure, Bocehoris, their king, 
went to the oracle of [Jupiter] Hammon, and 
begged he would grant him some relief asainst this 
•Til, and that he was eniomed to purge his nation 
of them, and to banish tnis kind of men into other 
eountries, as hateful to the god8.(«) That when he 
bad soueht for, and gotten them all together, they 
were left in a Tsst desert : that hereupon the rest 
dcToted themselTcs to weeping and inaetiTity ; but 
one of those exiles, Moses by name, advised them 
to look for no assistance from any ot the gods, or 
from any of mankind, since they had been abandoned 
by both, but made them believe in him, as in a 
celestial leader,ff]| by whose help they had already 
gotten clear of their present miBeries. They agreed 
to it ; and though they were unacquainted witli 
eveiy thing, they began their journey at random ; 
but nothing tired them so much as the want of 
water ; and now they laid themselves down on the 
ground to a great extent, as just ready to perish, 
when a herd of wild asses, eame from feedings and 
went to a rook overshadowed by a grove of trees. 
Moses followed them, as conjecturing that there 
was [thereabouts] some grassy soil, and so he open- 
ed Isige souroes of water for th9m.(g^ That was an 
ease to them ; and when they Iiad journeyed con- 
tinually six(A) entire days, on the seventh day they 
drove out the inhabitants, and obtained those lauds 
wherein their city and temple were dedioated. 

Chap. IV.] Ajb for MoseB, in order to secure 
the nation firmly to hiro<«eif, he ordained new riles, 
and audi as were contrary to those of other men 



fk) On* wovld v«adar how Taeltm, or aay haathan, oevld ■unpoM th« 
AMbmi BihtopKiM andor Ophcua, who v known to bo bUeu, eould 
bo tht pttrrBto of Um Jow*. «ho mn known to bo whltot. 
<'t ToU aoevanl vanm twn i ihe truth, bad thU Tooitm might hAva 
JoocphiM. only dl^ulaod by hlmaolC 
Tblo^hcduu nlfhi havooutor Joaopbtia, Aattq, b. til. ch. lU. 



(e) ToU ■ 

(') 

(•) tflranfo doelrino to Jooophua I who truly obwrvM on thlt ooouton, 
that tho goda ara aafrjr, not at bodily InparfceUoM, but at wkked 
MMtlaao. Aptoo, b. I. aaet« iB. 

'if) ThU laliaring In Moaaa a- In a ftUtlUa ImUt, aawna a Mind coo- 
fcMloB oTTMltua ih.tt Moaoi iiiiiawit totevo hla law* firum Ood. 

(X) Tbi- W«kaalaoltk* a plain c»ur«Mt«Mi<tf Tndtua, that Mo^eabtooKbt 
thal*««tn«aroaiarat«okiBfroaplonty,whlohho might hava frum 
i.« phna, Antiq. b. Ui. eh. I. moc. 7. 

(%) t<cnmire indawl I thai WW/m man aheold travel abova SOO mi1«a, 
•««r tho UmgUat AxftbiB, In als danu and oonqw ■ indcaon tbo aoranth. 



All thmgs are with them profime, whieh witih as 
are sacred : and again, those praetieea are aUowed 
among them whieh are by as c 
nable^t) 

They ph^e the image of that i 

most holy place, by whose indicatioii H was tint 
they had escaped their wandering oondlt i oo and 
their thirBt(i) 

They saenfice rams by way of reproach to [Jupi- 
ter] Hammon. An ox is also sacrificed, which the 
Egyptians worship under the name fd^pU^l) 

They abstain from swine's flesh, as amflOhorialaf 
that miserable destmetion which the mange, to 
which that creature is liable, brouffht i 
with which they had been defiled.(iii) 



from the bread of the Jews, whieh is imlcaTeBed^*) 
It is generally supposed that thej rest on the 
seventh day ;(p) because that day nv« them [the 
first] rest from th«r labours. Bestdea wfaiefa, they 
are idle on every seventh year,(g) aa bein^ ^ 
with a hizy life. Others say that they do 
thereby 
them thii 
above] 

who, as we have' been informed, were the Ibaiiden 
of this nation ; or else it was because the star Sa- 
turn moves in the highest orb, and of tiie sews 
planets, exerts the principal part of that energy 
whereby mankind are governed ; and indeed the 
most of the heavenly bmiies exert their power asd 
perform their courses according to the Dumber 
Seven.(f) 

Chap. Y.] These rites, by what manner soever 
they were first begun, are supported by their anti- 
quity .(0 The rest of their mstatntions an awk- 
ward,(«) impure, and got ground by their pcmvity ; 
for every vile fellow, despising the rites of his fore- 
fathers, brought thither their tribute and eoDtrifav- 
tions, by which means the Jewish commonweshk 
was augmented ; and because among themselves 
there is an unalterable fidelity and kindneaa always 
ready at hand, but bitter enmity towmids ail 
others ;(s) they are a people separated from ail 
others in their food and m their beds ; though they 
be the lewdest nation upon earth, yet will they not 

(I) Thb b Dol tno In gOBoml, bot only ao Ihr. that Ifca iMMfibM wst 
b* alioamolalon and othor ri too to bo kapc aapoiMo aoaa iha wictad nad 
idobitroas nations about tbam. 

(A) Thb stranga atonr contradleta what tho 
pnMntly, ttutt whon Fompay want 
tanaga than. 

(/)Thaaaai 



Into tho haly of haHM hn iMad ■• 

of raoltno. or of hla ImtfhM aashan^ bnt 

(M) S«Bh momorlali of what i 



BtrnngM to tha taat of maakiad, nod wlthont any probnbltg. 

(n)Tha Jaw« had but ono aol«an Om* oT old in Um whola jw.-4ha 
gmat day of expiation. 

H Vnlaavonad bnad wm only naad at tho I 



(p/ It b vary atrugt that Tacltua ahmUd not know or 
Jaw.f montt doy and m vtmt h ywr of rtot wfva to niaiiiiiij of tbo _ 
or Saiibath dar* »*t. nftgr tha iia daya of eraatlon. £««ry Jew, m mT 
M every Oirlatian, oould hatra Infonnod him of thooa mnitam. 

If I A Btianga hypothaab of tha origin of tho llnhboilw yaar. and vkb- 
iMii all good foundation. Taeitna ptwfcably had novor ha aa d oTihc ii W 
omr afJmbitm ; ao ho mya nothing of it. 

(rlAalfthaJawaiaUMdAytof JCaaea,erbnghaCma, hncwthoAth* 
Greria and Bomaat would Imng aftarward oaU tha aevaaCh day of tte 
weak Smhrni-adMi, whtoh Dtoobaarraa «na not ao eallod In oM tdM; 
and It b aquaaikon. Whothar boCora tha J«ws Ml into MobniT. u«y 
a«vr heard ofaueh i( tiar or god aa 9atnm. AnMO v. SS; Acta viL A 

<«) That tho aun, moon, and atara nib over tho aShIra of wan Had, 
waaahtauhan, and not a Jewish noUon; neither Jew. oorCbfiitbM 
wn« permitted to dcnl In aatrobgy, thongh Taeltaa aaonn tohnoe b«« 

<f ) Thb admowlcdgmant of tho anUqinity of Mivaa, and nfhb Jeoah 
- ^ ..-.—.^w . . mown, 

I faiHrnriw 



(a) What thcea pretended awkward and 
TaektuB do«o not Inform na. 
{») Joaephua aho«ra tha oonUary, 



%• Mm bm«f Xoaa^ Aptai. h. «. 
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•orropt foreign wom«n,(«) thongh nothing be es- 
leemed nnUiKiil among tlieniMlTe8.(«) 

They have ordained eireumeision of the part need 
In generation, that they may thereby be diatin- 
gniahed firom other people. Ae proaelyteB to their 
religion hare the same naage.(a) 

They are tanght nothing aooner than to despise 
the gods, to renoanoe theur ooontry, and to hare 
their parents, children, and brethren in the utmost 
contempt ;(6) but still they take care to increase 
and multiply, for it is esteemed utterly unlawful to 
kill any of their children. 

They also look on the souls of those that die in 
battle, or are pot to death for their crimes, as eter- 
nal. Hence comes their love of posterity and con- 
tempt of death. 

They derire their custom of burying,^^) instead 
of burning their dead, from the EgypUans ; they 
have also the same care of the dead with them, and 
the same persuasion about the invisible world be- 
low ; but of the gods above their opinbn is contrary 
to theirs. The Egyptians worship abundance <n 
animals, and images of various sorts. 

The Jews have no notion of any more than one 
Divine Being ;((!) and that known only by tlie 
mind. They esteem such to be profime who frame 
images of gods out of ^rishable matter, and in the 
shape of men ; that this Being is supreme and eter- 
nal, immutable and unperishable, is their doctrine. 
Aecordinglpr, they have no images in their cities, 
much less m their temples ; they never grant this 
piece of flattery to kings, or this kind of honour to 
emperor8.(«) But because their priests, when they 
play on the pipe and the timbrels, wear ivy roitod 
their head, and a golden vine has been found in 
their temple,(/) some have thought that they 
worshipped our father Bacchus, the conqueror of 
the East ; whereas the ceremonies of the Jews do 
not at all agree with those of Bacchus, for he ap- 
pointed rites that were of a jovial nature, and ht 
for festivals, while the practices of the Jews are 
absurd and sordid. 

Chap. YI.] The limits of Judea easterly are 
bounded by Arabia ; Egypt lies on the south ; on 
the west are PhoBoicia and the [Great] Sea. They 
have a prospect of Syria on their north quarter, as 
at some distaoee from them,(y) 

The bodies of tlie men are healthy, and such as 
will bear great Ubours. 

They have not many showers of rain ; their soil 
is vei^ fruitful ; the produce of their huid is like 
ours, in great plenty.(A) 

Ur) A Ufh, and. I dovM, a fcln MmnMDdatloii of th« Jtwa. 

W Aa MiUnljr M>« ehuMSMr, and OTnttary to tholr many lawi afHaat 
*"/'rSI!^"**^ '^ Joaraliiia, Aati^p b. iil. oh. xl. moI. la. 

(a) Tho pto tlyiw oT/iutk* only, not tho protdy tM oT tho fato. 

Hi^^S^ ^'^ ^' "•*** *'*** **^» walterabl* fldoUty and kiadiMM 
whloh TtaitiM tokl lb. the Jowi had towards oao anothor ?~MmtoH ho 
only maana thai thoypiv&md tho dlTfaMoomi 



. ^^/ ^^"^^ ^ ^* h'flMot dMTM of Jowlih and Cbrlatiaa ptety. 

(e) Thfa M'loni to at ko t aa eld aaonftho HotaNwoaitho dayioT 
Abcahaaaaiid thoeavoof Maehpthdi, loog boSm tho IfiaoUlM wont 
*"^ ^^ ^*^ ""*• I'^t'i •»< »v> 9-ltk 

{dythmmanym trahiablo egnoiMloM whleh TMtna hort makwaa 
ti, tho ^yott0Aja»ifat iho Jowtoh nation, in tho wovahip of ono InS. 
Blto Invtelblo Ood. and alMoluio i^}octlea oTall idolatry, and of all i»or. 
iii£^!X*±^^' of the hB^ of thoomprMr Oaiia hlniMin or of 
■"»■' " > *»» P«»» in thoir tnnpM. 

tc) '^'■(^•f* «onMnlon« wort to bo Toantod horn Jo-ophu, and ai- 
SS'i^^iiT^' ^* *' **?^' •^••*«. 1 oonolndo Taoltoa took 

-yi/It.f »*'**^»^**^ »h«»th«owaia«old«i^noln0ioft«itof 
•bo Jowtah tHnplo. was. in all probability, taSan by TMdtna otit of Jo.*. 
«ha» I bat ai tlM J. wUli prUrt* wtf«: a««or adomod with ivy, tho algnal 
of llaMhuB^.lMw Taoltn* oamo to tanagino this I oaanot tolL 
Jgt Sot Iha ehoNfimphy ofJudoa in ioMphoa, Of tho War, b. ttL oh.. 
IIL, whonoo mart pnbabty tatttm ftninod thto ahart abridtmont of 1l 
'* "TfSf *^ ^'^^ *"*^ natnialtar bofaro yo>pa«laa-a flnt faunpalgn. 
J^ij^ ^M? ^?^ ^ *'^ "^^ Blfhthavo lh>» JoiJphlia, Of 
tho War, k lU. ah. UL mTV •> 4| ihoothw la not in '^'^"^ 



They have also, besides ours, two trees peculiar 
to themselves, the balsam-tree and the psioi-Crsa. 
Their groves of paims are tall and beantaf uL The 
balsam-tree is not very hurge. As soon as an^ 
branch is swelled, the veins quake as for fear, if 
you bring an iron knife to cut them. They are to 
be opend with the broken piece of a stone, or 
with the shell of a fish. The juice is useful in 
physic. 

Libanus is their principal mountain, and is very 
high ; and yet, what is very strange to be relate«l, 
it is always shadowed with trees, and never free 
from snow. The same mountam supplies the river 
Jordan with water, and affords it its fountains also. 
Nor is this Jordan carried into the sea : it passes 
through one and a second lake undiminished ; but 
it is stopped by the third.(i) 

This third hike is vastly grsat in circumference, 
as if it were a sea.fik) It is of an ill taste ; a'nd is 
pernicious to the aajoining inhabitants by its strong 
smell. The wind raises no wavea there, nor will it 
maintain either fishes or snch birds as use the 
water. The reason is uncertain, but the fact is 
thus, that bodies cast into it are borne up as by 
somewhat solid. Those who can, and thoee who 
cannot swim, are equally home up by iuU^ At a 
certain time of the year(m) it casts out bitumen ; 
the manner of gathering it, like other arts, has been 
taught by experience. The liquor is of its own 
nature, of a black colour ; and, if you pour vinegar 
upon it, it clings together, and swims on the top. 
Those whose business it is^ take it in their handsy 
and pull it into the upper parts of the ship, alter 
which it follows, without fiunther attraction, and fills 
the ship full, till you cut it off, nor can you cut it 
off either with a brass or an iron instrument ; but 
it cannot bear the touch of blood, or of a cloth 
wet with the menstrual pursations of women, as the 
ancient authors say ; but those that are acquainted 
with the place assure ns, that these waves of bitu- 
men are driven along, and by the hand drawn to 
the shore, and that when they are dried by the 
warm steams from the earth, and the force of the 
sun, they are cut in pieces with axes and wedges, 
as timber and stones are cut in pieces. 

Chap. VII.] Not far from this hike are thoee 
plains, which are related to have been of old fertile, 
and to have had many cities(n) full of people, but 
to have been burnt up by a stroke of lightning : it 
is also said that the footsteps of *Jiat destruction 
still remain ; and that the earth itMlf appears aa 
burnt earth, and has kst its natural fertility ; and 
that as an argument thereof, all the plants that 
grow of their own accord, or are phtnted by the 
hand, whether they arrive at the degree of an herb, 
or of a flower, or at complete maturi^, become 
black and empty, and, as it were, vanish into ashes. 
As for myself, as I am willing to allow that these 
once famous cities were burnt by fire from heaven, 
so would I suppose that the earth is infected with 

(0 Thow aeeonati of Jordan, of tho tmntalaa dorlvod from Wfttmmk 
Libanus, and of tho two lahoo it rano throoah, and its ftoppafo by tha 
thtrJ, aio oaaetly i^iomhH to Jooophi, Of tho War, h. 10. oh.s.aM)t. 

'Ut) Vo kmthaa Svohnndrod and 
di«d and fifty bnad, li ~ 
If) Btmbo mya, that 



to doop aa tho nn«ol. 
(m) Joacphna i 



Ivo hondrod and oighly tmUn^ kng, and om hon. 
I, In Jooaphna, Of tho War, h. v. «h. vlU. aoet. 4. 
takamanoonldnotrfnkinlo thowatarof thia kka 



n«*«r mya thai thla Utomw wna onat np at a 

timoof thoyaaronly; and Btmbo my* tho dlnet oentiary; butPUay 
agraoo with Taoitna. 

(»; Thto ia osactly aoeonUng to JOaophoa, and m««t havo boon lakra 
from him in tho piMO fero^tnl t and that, nnrtloularly, bcoanao it ia 
pcculUr to him, ao ftur m I know. In aS aatiqnlty. Tho mat tho«ght 
th» dtim wen in tho vary mam plaoa whora new tho faUn iat b«t wo- 
aaphu. and Tacitoo aay thoy won In lu aoighbonrhood Mly | whiah ia 
Ht. Kr' — -• ■-' • - 
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IIm Yapoar of tiM lake, and the spirit [or air] that 
b ovwr it tlwrobj oorroptod, and that by tlna maaiui 
the fruitB of the earth, both oom and grmpea, rot 
awar, both tha soil and the air being eqoaUj 
wiimoleeome. 

The river Belos does alao ma into the sea of 
Jndea ; aod the aands that are oolleeted aboot its 
■oitth^wben jea mix nitre with them, are melted 
into glaaa ; this sort of shore is but small, bnt its 
Bsnd, for the nae of those that eany it off, is inex- 
baostible. 

Ghat. VIII.] A great part ef Jndea is esmposed 
of seaUered ▼il&geo ; it also has larger towns ; Je- 
msalem is the capital city of the whole nation. In 
that eity there was a temple of inmiense wealth ; in 
the first parte that axa fortified is the city itnlf ; 
next it the royal palaee. The temple is i n c l osed in 
Its most inward rBoessHS A Jew ean eonseno ikr- 
lian the gates ; all but the priests are ex- 
i by their thnshbold. While the East was 
nnder the dominion of the Assyrians, the Modes, 
and the Persians, the Jews were of all alavea the 
most despieahle.(o) 

Afler the dominion(p) of the Maoedonians pre- 
vailed, king Atttioehns tned teoonqner their saper- 
Btition, and to introdnee the enstems of the Grreeks ; 
bot he was disappointed of his design, which was to 
give this most profligate nation a change for tlie 
better ; and that was by his war with the Parthi* 
ana, for at this time Axsaess had &Uen off [from 
the Haoedonians]. Then it waa that the Jews set 
kings orer them, beeanse the Macedonians were be* 
eome weak, the Parthians were not yet very power- 
ful, and the Romans were very remote ; which kings, 
when they had been expelled by the mobility of me 
vulgar, and had recovered their dominion by war, 
attempted the same things that kings used to do, I 
mean they introduced the destniction of citiss, the 
alaoghter of brethren, of wives, and paVMite^ but 
still went on in their superstition t for they took 
* upon them withal the hcMiourable dignity of the 
high-priesthood, as a firm security to their power 
and authority. 

Chap. IX.] The first of the Romans that oob> 
quered the Jews was Caeius Pompeiai, who entered 
tne temple by right of victory. Thence the report 
was everywhere divulged, that therein was no image 
of a god. but an empty place, and mysteries, most 
secret places that have nothing in them. The wails 
of Jerusalem were then destroyed, but the temple 
continued still. Soon afterward arose a civil war 
among us ; and when therein these provinces were 
reduced under Marcus Autonius, Paoorus, king of 
the Parthians, got posse ss ion of Judea, bnt was 
hhnself slain by Paulus Yentidius, and the Pai^ 
thians were driven beyond Euphrates ; and for the 
Jewsi Caius Sosius subdued them. Autonius gave 
the kingdom to Herod ; and when Angustna coop 
quered Antonins he still angmented it. 

After Herod's death, one Simoat without waiting 
for the diBpoaiiion of Coesar, took n^n him the title 
of King^ who was brought to punishment by [or 
under] Quinctilius Yarvs, when he was president 
of Sy tiib Afterward the nation was rsduced, and 
the children of Herod governed it in three parti- 
tions. 

Under Tiberius the Jews bad rat. After some 
time, they were enjomed to place Caius Caesar's 

r«> A|iMt iluicr afyiMt lh« Jem. witbovt anj JMl tamaiaHm. 






Statue in the temple ; but rstlmr than pensift that 



they took up anna iljq) which aedition ' 
end to by the death of ( 



Ckndius, after the kh^ w« either dead er re- 
iced to smaller domimeos, gave the ptovinee of 
Judea to Roman knights, or to fraed-men, le be 
governed by them ; among whom was Ajatonim 
Felix, one tlMt exerosed all kinda cf baaiwriljaBd 
extravagance^ as if he hadrmlanthoEi^, bnt with 
the dis^sitioB of a sbtve. He had — i r i ed Dn- 



_ lbs gmad-danghter of Anftonioa : eo tbnft Fe- 
lix wae the grand-dughter^s husband^ asd C 
ofthai 



ANNALS, BOOK xri. 

But he that was the brother of Pallaa^ wlwae ssr- 
name was Felix, did not act with the same ntodcm- 
tion [as did PaUss himself]. He had tefBO a good 
while ago set over Judea, and thought he might be 
guilty of all sorts of wickedness with inapanity whib 
he relied on lo sure an authority. 

The Jews had almoet given a specinimi of aedi- 
tion : and even after the death of Caius waa knova, 
and they had not obmd his command, these re- 
mained a degree of fear lest some fntore pcioee 
should renew that oommand [for the setting up the 
princess statue in their temple] ; and in the mean- 
time, Felix, by the use of nneeasonable remedies 
blew up the coals of sedition into a flame, and was 
imitated by his partner in the government, Venti- 
dius Cumanus, the country being thus divided be- 
tween them ; that the natioo of the Galileans were 
under Cumanus, and the Samaritana under Felix ; 
which two nations were of old at vaxianoe, bat 
now, out of contempt of their govemora, did lem 
restrain theur hatred : they then began to plunder 
one another, to send in parties of robbers to lie in 
wait, and sometimes to fight battles, and withal to 
bring spoils and prey to the procurators [Cnmamn 
and Felix]. Whereupon these procurators began 
to rejoice ; yet when the mischief grew eoosidera- 
ble, soldiers were sent to quiet them, bnt the sol- 
diers were killed ; and the province had been in a 
flame of war, had not Qoadratos, the pimdent of 
S^ria, affbrded his aasistance. Nor waa it long in 
dispute whether the Jews, who had killed the aol- 
diers in the mutiny, should be put to death : it waa 
agreed they should die,— only Cumanus and JPelix 
occasioned a delay ; for CUudius, upon hearing the 
oansee as to this rebellion, had given [(^nadratnaj 
authority to determine the case, even aa to the 

frocurators themselves ; but Qnad r atna ahowed 
'elix among the judges, and took him into hia aeat 
of judgment, on nnrpoee that he might diaeonrege 
his accusers. So Cumanus was eondeomed for 
those flagitious actions, of which both he and Felix 
had been guiityy and p eace waa restored to the 
pVOvince.(rJ 

HISTOB. BOOK V, CHAP. IL. 



HowsvBE, the Jews had patience tiU Geasian FW- 
rua was made procurator. Under him it waa that 
the war began. Then Ceatiua Galfau^ thepsesidcBi 




(r) H«« aMOM to b* »rr.alnteMlw^.«t the Jo 
Dm of tte War, bouk U. ahaf. BiU Met. t. 
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of Syrb, attempted to Bpnetkae it, mid tried several 
lwttle8> but generally with ill suocess. 

Upon his death,(«) whether it eame by fate, or 
lihat he was weary of his life, is nneertain, Vespa- 
sian had the good fortune, by his reputation, and 
exeellent officers, and a Tietorions army, in the 
Bpaoe of two summers, to make hUnself master of 
all the opeb oountiy and of all the dtiee, Jerusalem 
ezcepted. 

[Flavius Yespasianus, whom Nero had chosen 
for his general, managed the Jewish war with three 
legions. Histor. b. i. ch. x.] 

The next year, whieh was employed in a civil 
war [at home], so far as the Jews were concerned, 
passed over in peace. When Italy was pacified, 
the care of foreign parts was revived. The Jews 
were the only people that stood out ; which in- 
creased the rage of [the Romans]. It was also 
thought most proper that Titus should stay with tiie 
army, to prevent any aocident or misfortune which 
the new government might be liable to. 

[Vespasian had put end to the Jewish war ; the 
siege of Jerusalem was the only enterprise remain- 
ing, which was a woric harpi and difficult ; but ra- 
ther from the nature of the mountain and the ob- 
stinacy of the Jewish superstition, than because the 
besieged had strength enough to undergo the dis- 
tresses [of a siege]. We iuive already informed 
[the reader] that Vespisian hod with him three 
legions well exercised in war. Histor. b. ii. ch. v.] 

When Vespasian was a very young man, it was 
nromiaed him that he should arrive at the very 
Iiighest piteh of fame : but what did first of all seem 
to confirm the omen, was his triumphs, and oonsul- 
ship^ and the glory of his victories over the Jews. 
When he had once obtamed these, he believed it was 
portended that he should come to the empire.(l) 

There is between Judea and Syria a mountain 
%ad a god, both called by the same name of Oarmel, 
though our predecessors have ioformed us that this 
frod nad no image, and no temple, and indeed no 
more than an altar and solemn worship. Vespasian 
was onee offering a sacrifice there, at a time when 
be had soma secret thought in his mind ; the priest 
whose name was Banlidet, when he, over and over, 
looked at the entrails, said, " Vespasian, whatever 
thou art about, whether the building of thy house 
or enJai^gement of thy Unds, or angmentation of thy 
slaves, thou art granted a mighty seat, very large 
bounds, and a huge number of men." These donU- 
ful answers were soon spread abroad by &me, and 
at 'Uie time were explained ; nor was anything so 
much in public vogue, and very many diseourses of 
that nature were made before him, and the more, 
because they foretold what he expected. 

Mudanns and Vespasianus went away, havinj^ 
fully agreed on their designs ; the former to Anti- 
och, the Utter to Cesarea. . Antioch is the capital 
of Syria, and Cesarea the capital of Judea. The 
commencement of Vespasian's advancement to the 
empire was at Alexandria, where Tiberias Alexan- 
der made such haste, that he obliged the legions to 
toke the oath of fidelity to him on the kalends of 
July, which was ever after celebrated as the day of 
his inauguration, although(ii) the army in Judea 

{a) JoMphm i«7i BoUiiM oTUifl dMUh of OMlm j m TftdUn mmu to 
aav« known oothmg Id pimlcttlar kboui It, 

Ut ^OMphoa «ikM oodM In ffeiMrmi of thaw many omeaa oT 
9kmt •dvaneuMnt to tbe empire, iukI dUtinetly «dd« his owb 
■bto pmUotton of It sIm. Of Uw Vfn, b. ill. «h. vlU. MOt. $.». 



I procWmtd «iii. 



pcror In Jiutoa b«Am h« wu proolalmod at AkaniMlrl^ M 
hMtorToCJaMpbm ImpIlM, uid the pInM when now Vmp 
which wn. no other ihjui Juden, requlnt nlw, tiMogh tha iBatigmatloa^ 



had taken that oath on the fifth of the Nones of 
July, with that eagerness, that they would not stay 
for his son Titus, who was then on the road, re- 
turning out of Syria, ch. Ixxix. Yespasiv^ deliver- 
ed over the stronp^est part of his forces to Titus, to 
enable him to finish what remained of the Jewish 
war. Histor. b. iv. ch. li. 

During these months in which Vespasian conti- 
nued at Alexandria, waiting for the usual set time 
of the summer- gales of wind, and steid for settled 
fiiir weather at sea, many miraculous evento hap- 
pened ; by which the good-will of Heaven, and a 
kind of inclination of tiie Deity in his favour, was 
declared. ^ 

A certein man of the vulgar sort at Alexandria, 
well known for the decay of his eyes, kneeled down 
by him and groaned, and begged of him the cure of 
his blindness, as by the admonition of Serapis, the 
god which this superstitious nation worships above 
others. He also oesired that the emperor would be 
pleased to put some of his spittle upon the balls of 
his eyes. Another infirm man there, who was 
lame of his hand, prayed Caesar, as by the same 
god's suggestion, to tread upon him with his foot. 
Vespasian at first began to laugh at them, and to 
reject them ; and when they were instant with him, 
he sometimes feared he should have the reputotion 
of a vain person, and sometimes, upon the solicita- 
tion of the infirm, he flattered himself, and others 
flattered him, with the hopes of sucoeedlng. At 
last he ordered the physicians to give their opinion, 
whether this sort of blindness and lameness were 
curable by the art of man or not ! The physicians 
answered uncertainly, that tbe one had not tbe vi- 
sual facnltv utterly destroyed, and that it might be 
restored, if the obstaelee were removed : that the 
other's limbs were disordered, but if a healing vir- 
toe were made use of, they were capable of being 
made whole. Perhaps, said they, the gods are 
willing to assist, and mat the emperor is chosen by 
divine interposition. However, they said at last, 
that if the cures succeeded, Csssar would have the 
glory ; if not, the poor miserable objecto would only 
be laughed at. whereupon Vespasian imagined 
that his good fortune would be universal, and that 
nothing on that account could be incredible ; so he 
looked cheerfiiUy, and in the sight of the multitude, 
who stood in great expectotion, he did what they 
desired him ; upon which the lame hand was reco- 
vered, and the blind man saw immediately. Both 
these cnres(«) are related to this day by those that 
were present, and when speaking falsely will get no 
rewani. 

BOOK V. CHAP. I. 

At the beginning of the same year, Titns Cnsar, 
who was pitched upon by his father to finish the 
conquest of Judea, and, while both be and his £a- 

dagrmlghtbt aakbnltd afttrimrt fron Ui tnt pfodMBftMoo M thf 
mat dtjr Aloaandrin : only Umu the ITonN or Idet la Th^Uu aad 
Sootonraa must bo of J vBo, and not of Jnly. 

(M) Tha ninMsaVnaoiimdono hj Voipodaa are attMtod W Iwth tar 
Saolonlue In Veepaatan, eeet 7, and by Dlo, p. tl7, and eMHD to dm won 
•ttwted. Our Baeloar iniiii to havo oeer-mled the haatfian oiaide of 
Seimpto to proeoM the dUlne apprabatloo to Veepaalan** advaa^neat 
to the emplro ofBooM, aa ho ancftated the Uka »ppfoba*lon to UMad> 
vaaonnent both of Veepaalan and Tftas to Joeephae ; whiah two wera 
to bo hie ehoaan liiaii«aaenti la brtaglng OB that terrible deetraetloii upoa 
the JawUh nation, whleh ho had threaiaaod to oxeento by thaaa Eooiaa 
armlea. Kor oouM any other Bomaa |on«rab thaa Teepaalaa and 
TItw. at that Mmo, In hnaaan probablltty, have prevailed ovar tha jaw^ 
and dfaatioyad Jaraaalem, aa thla whole hiatory In _J«>yh»» teapitee. 



acalnit 

pira by IMvloa P» 

aheafa aappoeaa ihlt daalnMtkMi 



aaalem, aad to goeani tha aaanaB em* 
nee in the ordinary way ; aa alao ha 
a divine Jadnnant on tha Java flw 
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thar were priTate penonsy was celebrated for his 
martial oondact, acted now with greater vigour and 
hopes of reputation, the kind inclinations both of 
the provinces and of the armies striving one with 
anotner #ho shonld most enooursge him. He was 
also'^mself in a disposition to show tliat he was 
more than eqoal to his fortune ; and when he ap- 
pesjred inarms, he did all things after such a ready 
and graceful wa^, treating all after such an affable 
manner, and with such kind words, as invited the 
pood- will and good wibhes of all. He appeared also 
m his actions and in his place in the troops ; he 
mixed w ith the common soldiers, yet without any 
stain to his honour as a general.(y) He was re- 
ceived in Judea by three legions, the fifth, and the 
tenth, and the fifteenth, who were Vespasian's old 
soldiers. Syria also afforded him the twelfth, and 
Alexandria soldiers out of the twenty-second and 
twenty-third legions. Twenty cohorts of auxilia- 
ries accompanied, as also eight troops of horae.(s) 

King Agrippa also was therej and king Sohemus, 
and the auxiliaries of king Antiochus, and a strong 
body of Arabians^ who, as is usual in nations that 
are neighbours to one another, went with their ac- 
customed hatred against the Jews, with many others 
out of the city of Rome, as every one's hopes led 
him, of getting early into the general's favour, be- 
fore othen should prevent them. 

He entered into the borders of the enemy's 
country with these forces, in exact order of war ; 
and looking carefully about him, and being ready 
for battle, he pitched his, camp not far from Jeru- 
salem. 

Chap. X.] When therefore he had pitched his 
camp, as we said just now, before the walls of Je^ 
rusalem, he pompously showed his legions ready 
for an engagement.(a) 

Chap. a1.] The Jews formed their camp under 
the very wall(6) [of the city] ; and if they suo- 
eeeded, they resolved to venture farther ; but if 
they were beaten back, that was their place of re- 
fuge. When a bodv of cavalry were sent against 
them,(0) and with them cohorts that were expedite 
and nimble, the fight was doubtful ; but soon after- 
wards the enemies gave ground, and on the follow- 
ing days there were frequent skirmishes before the 
gates, till after many losses they were driven into 
tiie city. The Romans then betook themselves to 
the siege^ for it did not seem honourable to stay till 
the enemies Irere reduced by iamine.(({) The sol- 
dierB were very eager to expose themselves to 
dangers ; part of them out of true valour, and 
many out of a brtttisfa fierceneasy and out of a de- 
aire of reward. 

Titus had Rome, and the riches and pleasures of 
it, before his eyes ; aU which seemed to be too 
long delayed, unless Jerusalem could be soon de- 
stroyed. 

The city stood on a high elevation, (<) and it 

|N« oMlty with Ua HUtory «r JoMplHM 
d flghitroopa of bon* arc not dliMtiy 



(m) Thi»ahwnctcrorTlta«i 
ipop all o —ii i i MH . 

(M) That* twenty cohorto ami 
namaralad bj Joatphiu, oTUm War, bi v.'ek. L Mot. 9. 

Ui Thk woid In TheiUia, fompotutg «*««Mrf hto Icgtont* look* as if 

' -' j^wmpeoa ahow which was mmm maatha aflarward. In Jowphiu. 

-- --' orUMWar.b.v.ah.lx.Mct.1. 



raaiB hia 

a in JOMpha- , of 



blekrringa an'd battla« sear tha walk of Janaalain, an 
tbaWar,b.v.eh. U. 



1* would U dlahonourabla to atNjr till tike Jcw« waia atarvad <mt bv 
fianbw, b In Je«aphiM, of the War. b. *. eh. sU. aMt. U 

fpthim dtaeni tlon of the elty Jenualem, lie twohllb. Its Uit«c walla, 
•Bd feur tow. n. Af. are In Ihla |>>aoe at lane In a'oM|>buB, of the W.-ir, 
b. ». cb. 1». See alM Pompert BUge, Anllq. b. »!». eh. l». eect. a. 



had great works and ramparts to leeiire it, nth 
indeed as were sufficient for its fortification, hhd h 
been on plain ground ; for there were two faillBof i 
vast height, which were enchwed by walU made 
crooked by art, or fnatnrally] bending inwirds, 
that they might flank the besiegers, snd east duti 
on them sideways. The extreme pAits of the xtiek 
were craggy, and the towers, when they had the 
advantage of the ground, were sixty feet high ; 
when they were built on the pUin groimd thej 
were not lower than one hundred and twenty Sect: 
they were of uncommon beauty, and to Ihoee vho 
looked at them at a great distance, thej seooed 
equal. Other walls there were beneath the ropl 
palace, besides the tower of Antonia, with its top 
particularly conspicuous. It was called bo hy He- 
rod, in honour of Marcus Antoniup. 

Chap. XII.] The temple was like a citsdel, hv- 
ing walla of its own, which had more labour im 
pains bestowed on them than the rest. The d«»- 
ters wherewith the temple was enckwed were u 
excellent fortification. 

They had a fountain of water that ran peipetuDj, 
and the mountains were hollowed under grotod; 
they had moreover pools(/) and cisteraB for the pw- 
servation of the rain-water. , 

They that built this city foresaw, that from tto 
difference of their conduct of life from •'""[^l^^ 
hours, they should have frequent wars » "*"^ 
came to pass that they had provision fora m 
siege. After Pompe/s conquest also, their fear JM 
experience had taught them generally what wf 
should want.(^) . , 

Moreover, tne covetous temper that P'*!'"*J 
under Claudius, gave the Jews an ^??^^ 
purchasing for money(ib) leave to fortify Joj* 
lem ; so they built walls in time of peace, sBtftt^ 
were going to war, they being augmented '^J^^ 
by those rude multitudes of people that »*"**^ 
ther on the ruin of the other cities ; for «'5JL«b 
stinate fellow ran away thither, and there o«*" 
more seditious than before. . 

There were three captains, and as many ainw^ 
Simon had the remoteat and hurgest V^J^^ 
walls under him. John, who was also »"** r^ 
Oiorat (the son of Gioras), had the viiAdiev»rtB« 
the city under him ; and Eleazar had fortified u» 
temple itself. John and Simon were superior 
multitude and strength of arms, Elesxar *» J^^ 
rior by his situation, but battles, factions, and d^ 
ings, were common to them all ; *"^ •,^^7 ^^ju 



tity of com was consumed by fire. After * *-v 
John sent some wli" himIj*!. fhA nretenoeoi odw; 
ing sacrifices, 1 



John sent some, who, under the pretence 0. -- , 
might slay Eleazar and his hoay » 
troops, which they did, and got the ^^^^ 



their power. So the city was now partwl isw ^ 
factions, until, upon the coming of the ^^^'?*'*''»i,^ 
war abroad, produced peace between the* vx» 
were at home. , ,^ 

Chap. XIII.] Such prodigies(») had hapi»eD««» 

(ff or theae poola, eee joeephos, of the War, k "^^t^Jli^ 
The elatenu are not mentioned by him here» thoei^ tb^""^ 
by travellen. See Bebuid'e Palcatloe, torn. I. p. aM- _^MiMtri ^ 

(g) This la Taoitua-e er the Samana* own hypothviib vx"n"*^ 
Jowphoa. ' ^ ^t^mtkm** 

(k) Thk rate of leave for the Jewa to bnlM tiie walla ^'^^g^ 
money b alao Tecitiu'a or the BomaiM* own hrrotbetf^. ^Z^" 
by Joeephua. Nor Is joMphul ehametar of Ctaadtui ^^Tm k* 
to ol^er tblnge aleo, aa It U In Taoitus and Smtonlas. ^n«^ 




by a »«y bad wife AgrimlniL. ^ ^ ,h« » 

(if The^e prodivlea aaS more are at laife In jON|ibii>> * ^ 
vt eh. V. eect. a. 
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M this nation, which is rapentitioas enough in its 
own way, would not agreo to expiate by the cere- 
monies of the Roman religion, nor would they atone 
the soda by sacrifices and tows, as these used to do 
on the like occasions. Armies were seen to fight 
in the sky, and their armour looked of a bright light 
colour, and the temple shone with sudden flashee of 
fire out of the clouds. The doors of the temple 
were opened on a sudden, and a voice greater than 
human was heard, that the gods were retiring, and 
at the same time there was a great motion per- 
oeiTcd, as if they were going out of it, which some 
esteemed to be causes of terror. The greater part 
had a firm belief that it was contained in the old 
sacerdotal books, that at this very time the east 
would pieTsil, and that some that came out of Ju- 
dea, should obtuu the empire of the world, which 
obscure oracle foretold Vespasian and Titus ; but 
the generality of the common people, as usual, in- 
dulged their own inclinations, and when they had 
once interpreted all to forbode grandeur to them- 
selTss, adversity itself could not persuade them to 
change their minds, though it were from falsehood 
to tnith.(i) 

We have been informed, that the number of the 
besieged, of every age and of both sexes, male and 
femato, was six hundred thousand.(^ There were 
weapons for all that could carnr them ; and more 
than could be expected, for their number, were 
bold enoueh to do so. The men and the women 
were equiuly obstinate ; and when they supposed 
they were to be carried away captive, they were more 
afraid of life than of death. 

Against this city and nation Titus Ceesar resolved 
to fight, by ramparts and ditches, since the situa- 
tion of the place did not admit of taking it by storm 
or surprise. He parted the duty among the le- 
gions ; and there were no farther engagements, 
until whatever had been invented for the taking of 
cities by the ancients, or by the ingenuity of the 
modems, was got ready. 

ANNALS, BOOK XV. 

Nebo, in order to stifle the rumour [as if he had 
himself set Rome on fire], ascribed it to those peo- 
ple who were hated for their wicked practices, and 
called by the vulgar Chrtttiam; these he punished 
exquisitely. The author of this name was Olrift, 
who in the reign of Tiberius was brought to pun- 
ishment by Pontius Pilate, the procurator.(m) For 
the present this pernicious superstition was in part 
suppressed ; but it brake out again, not only over 
Judea, whence this mischief first sprang, but in the 
city of Rome also, whither do run from every quar- 
ter and make a noise, all the flagrant and shameful 
enormities. At first, therefore, those were seised 
who confessed ; afterward a vast multitude were 
detected by them, and were convicted, not so much 
as really guilty of setting the dty on fire, but as 
hating all mankind ; nay, they made a mock of 
them as they perished, and destroyed them by put- 
ting them into the skins of wild beasts, and setting 
dogs upon them to tear them to pieces : some were 

(k) ThU latonratation, and Om NflMtloM npM II, an la J«i«phaa, 
•rtte War, bb vl. eh. V. mcC 4. t -9 r ->» 

(If Tta* nwiibOT of «)0,M0 for Ui« bMlMRd la n«wh«ra (In jMtpliM, 
km la thwa fbr tha poor builtd at tha pakBo eharfa, of Um War. b. t. 
ah. xltL Met. 7, which nlcht ba abovi tha Dunbar of tha bada«»d, 
■adar OmUos aallua, thoawh thna waia BMoqr nara afttrwatda atTU 
titfBMV, a* JaiapbM Inplla^, oTUm War, b. vl. eh. IcaMt. a 

(m) Tbk pauaf* Mtma la teva baan dlvMCly takra freak Jeiaphaa'a 
fc mai •aawaany aaaeamiiif Ohrlat, and tha Ohriatiaiu. Anua, bk 
KflU. ah. UL taol. Ik af whtak «a Magart. X, balbra. 



nailed to crosses, and others flamed to death ; they 
were also used in the night-time instead of torehea 
for illumination. Nero had ofi^ered his own gar- 
dens for this spectacle. He also gave them Cir* 
censian games, and dressed himseff like the driver 
of a chariot, sometimes appearing among the com- 
mon people, sometimes in the circle itself ; whence 
a commiseration arose, though the punishments 
were levelled at guilty persons, and such as de- 
served to be made the most flagrant examples, aa 
if these people were destroyed,— not for the public 
advantage, but to satisfy the barbarous humour of 
one man. 

«% Since I have set down all the vile ealumnies 
of Tacitus upon the Christians as well as the Jews, 
it will be proper, before I come to my Observations, 
to set down two heathen records in their favour, 
and Uiose hardly inferior in antiquity, and of much 
greater authority than Tacitus; I mean Pliny's 
Epistle to Trajan when he was proconsul of Bithy- 
nia ; with Trajan's Answer or rescript to Pliny, 
cited by TertnUian, Eusebius, and Jerome. These 
are records of so great esteem with Haveroamp, 
the hut editor of Josephus, that he thmks they not 
onlv deserve to be rwd, but almost to be Uomtd 
hy Mart alto. 



PLINY'S EPISTLE TO TRAJAN. 

ABOUT ▲. D. 112. 

Sib, 9 

It is my constant method to apply myself 
to you for the resolution of all my doubts ; for who 
can better govern my dilatory way of proceeding or 
instruct mv ignorance t I have never been pre- 
sent at the examination of the Christians [by 
others], on which account I am unacquainted with 
what uses to be inquured into, and what, and how 
faur they used to be punished ; nor are my doubts 
small, whether there be not a distinction to be made 
between the ages [of the accused] t and whether ten • 
der youth ought to have the same punishment with 
strong men I Whether there be not room for par- 
don upon repentance t(s) or whether it may not be 
an advantage to one that had been a Christian, that 
he has forsaken Christianity t Whether the bare 
name,(o) without any crimes besides, or the crimes 
adhering to that name, be to be punished t In the 
meantime I have taken this course about those who 
have been brought before me as Christians. I asked 
them whether tiiey were Christians or not 1 If they 
confessed that thev were Christians, I asked them 
again, and a third time, intermixing threatening 
with the questions. If they persevered in their 
confessions, I ordered them to be executed ;(«) for 
I did not doubt but, let thdr confessions be of any 
sort whatsoever, this positiveness and inflexible 
obstinacy deserved to be punished. There have 
been some of this mad sect whom I took notice of 
in particuhtf as Roman citiasens, that they might be 
sent to that ^ty.(q) After some time, as is usual in 



(•n 

that had ba«i 



.Itatamiu lapantaaaa «aa 

«Boa OhtfatiaBai bat tho««h thajr « 



m|j allowad IhoM 



(a)Thia 

that thajr 

ofaByarloiMUMyaMld provaagalaat iham. 



aadhaafjaanpialBtar thaanelMt Ohfirtl— ^ 

^ aaaia. wlthe«t tha p»*ti»ai 

im. Thla waa a" 



{p) ABMilagdaatrtaa! thataiimaad Saad naehitiea af hMplag a 
teod eoaaal«Ma*0ald bethought wfthaut diapvia fta daawva death, 
■ad thto IvanaliaampanuitalTMarilealhaathaasaa PUnjrtnd Tmian, 



M nia waa 
allowad ta "appaai — 
AaU uU. IMSj asv. 



IT ;• aad iHh "laatta Boom* 
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neh eiamimtionii, the erinM epread itself and 
mukj more ewes eame before me. A libel was 
•ent to me, though without an author, eoataining 
many names [of persons aeensed]. These denied 
that they were Civ istiaos now, or ever had been. 
They called upon the gods, and supplicated to your 
iniage,(r) which I caused to be brought to me for 
that purpose, with frankincense and wine ; thej 
also cursed Christ ;(«) none of which things, it is 
said, can any of those that are realty Christians be 
compelled to do : so I thought fit to let them go. 
Others of them that were named in the libel, said 
tiiey were Christians, but presently denied it sgain ; 
that indeed they had been Christians, but had ceased 
to be so^ some three ^ears, some many more ; and 
one there was that said he had not been so these 
twenty years. All these worshipped your imsge, 
and the images of our gods ; these also cursed 
Christ However, thev assured me that the main 
of their fiuiltp or of their mistake, was this :— That 
they were wont, on a stated day, to meet together 
befoie it was UgCtt. and to sing a hymn tt Christmas 
to a god, alternately ; and to obli^ themseWes by 
a sacrament [or oathj, not to do any thing that was 
ill ; but that they would commit no theft, or pilfer- 
ing, or adultery ; that they would not break their 
promiMS, or deny what was deposited with them, 
when it was re<)nired back agam ; after which it 
was thdr custom to depart, and to meet again at a 
common but innocent meal,(f) which they had left 
off upon that edict which I published at your oom- 
tuand, and wherein I had forbidden an^ such oon- 
renticles. These examinations made me think it 
necesMuy to inquire by torments what the truth 
was ; which I did of two servant-maids, who were 
called DeaeouettM: but still I discovered no more 
than that they were addicted to a bad and to an 
extravagant superstition. Hereupon I have put off 
any fnrSier examinations, and have recourse to you, 
for the aflkir seems to be well worth consultation, 
especially on account of the number(ii) of those 
that are in danger ; for there are many of every 
age, of every rank, and of both sexes, who are 
How and hereafter likely to be called to account, 
and to be in danger; for this superstition is 
spread like a contagion, not only into cities and 
towns, but ioto country vilUges also, which yet 
there is reason to hope may oe stopped and cor- 
rected. To be sure, the temples which were al- 
most forsaken, begin alread v to be firequented ; 
and the holy solemnities, which were long in- 
termitted, begin to fie revived. The sacrifices 
begin to sell well everywhere, of which very few 
purchssers had of late appeared; whereby it is 
easy to suppose how great a multitude of men 
may be amended, if place for repentance be ad- 
mitted. 

TAJAN»S EPISTLE TO PLINY. 

] Mr Punt,— You have taken the method which 
you ought in examining the causes of those Uiat had 

(r) Amaslw atttpldlte 1 UiAt th* aniMMrt imtgt, •«• whlb bt «m 
•llv*. ■kouMlw allowid wpabl* of 41«1m wonUj^ «vm b* ftwnh mm- 
raiBHwIy tttMllint h«fttliea« m PUdjt and TrnJan. 

U) Ttithtnm pMrnlkl aoooimk ouiaT Um ICMtyaiom of Pelywrp. 
9tot.$k Tb« ' —■-• "*• -«--.-- *-. 



Mt. II n« vraseanil Mid. « BqtroMli Ohftet." 9(4y«wa npUad. 
Xl|b<7.«Bd-sU jmn have I bow bcr* cd Obris^ and h« baa Mvar d«M 
MfhallMtwfOBg, hmrthMouB X Uaaph«aM mjVUmt andnySa. 



Uaaphcm* mj Kl«g i 

M TM^WMlpffotalily.nBttlM MOM Vmbi of Charily. 
(•) BaoMy lata an vwy loth to ballava that th* ChrlitUiM ^ 
ilontaivj hat tblalamah aa« ' 



been accused as Christians, for indeed no eeitau 
and general form of judging can beoEdsinsd in tUs 
case. These people are not to be Mm|^t for ; bet 
if they be acoaued and convicted, they an to bt 
punished ; but with this eautioo, thai he wiio denes 
himself to be aChristian, and makes it plain thathe is 
not so by snpplicating to our gods, aUhong^he had 
been so formerly, may be allowed pardoa^ opes hi 
repentanoe. As for libeb mat without an sother 
they ought to have no pUoe in anj ac rn s stinm what* 
soever, for that would be a thing of very Ui ena- 
pie, anid not agreeable to my zeiga. 



OBSERVATIONS 

upon TBB FiMBSAGn ZUUH OVT OF XaOICS. 

I. Wb see here what a great rsgsrd th« bsstef 
the Roman historians of that afe, TaeHos^ had ii 
the history of Josephns, while thougb he oewr 
names him, as he very rarely nsmca any d 
those Roman authors whence he derives other psitt 
of his history, yet does it appear that he refiss le 
his seven books of the Jewish Warn eevcnd times 
in a very few pages, and almost always d cp ss id i on 
his accounts of the affairs of the Ronaaa and Fisr- 
thians, as well as of the Jews, during no lewior tiiaa 
240 years, to which those boo4s extend. 

II. Yet does it appear that when bo n 
then followed other historians, or reports t 
ing the Romans, the Partbians, or the Jaws, < 
that long interval, he was commenly mktalren m 
them, and had better have kept done to Joesplies 
than he arken to any of his other authon or in- 
formers. 

III. It also appears highly probable that TscitH 
had seen the Antiquities of Josephns, and knew 
ibU the most part of the accounts he piodaeed of 
the origin of the Jewish nation entirely eantndieaBd 
those Anti<|nitie8. He also could hs^i^ nvwd f 
ing that those accounts contradicted one 
also, and were childish, absurd, snd supported by 
no good evidence whatsoever : as alao^ ho could 
hard^ avoid seeing that Josephus's aceoonts is 
those Antiquities were authentic, subataatia], and 
thoroughly attested to by the aneieat reeordsof 
that nation, and of the neigbbouriBg aationa abo^ 
which indeed no one can now avoid ssning, thsi 
carefully peruses and oonsiders them. 

lY. Tacitus therefore in coneesliag tiu greatest 
istery ef the ' 



part of the true ancient history i 
tion, which lay before him in Jeeephus^ aad mo- 
dudng such labulou^ Ul-grounded, and partial his- 
tories, which he had from the heathens, acted s 
most unfair part ; and this procedure of Us is hen 
the more groes, in regard no profesMa meh great 
impartiality (Hist. b. i« ch. i.), a^ is alhiwed in- 
deed to have observed that impartiality as to the 
Romjin aifiiira. 

Y. Taoitus's hatred and contempt of God'apesa- 
liar people the Jew^ and his attachment to tbs 
grossest idolatry, superstition, and astral fsislatyof 
the Romanfh wen thereforo so strong la hiai, aste 
overbear all restraints of sober reason and equi^ 
in the case of those Jews, though he be allowed m 
exactly to have followed them on othsr ^^^^^n^^'^ 
relating to the Romans. 

YI. Sinpe therefore TsAltns waaso biltar ^sisst 
the Jews, and since he knesr that Ghilst wasa Jew 
himself and that his apostles, and fiiat feUoweis 
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were Jews, and abo knew that the Christian reli- 
non was derived into the Roman proyincee from 
Judea, — ^it is no wonder that his hatred and con* 
tempt of tiie Jews extended itself to the Christians 
also, whom the Romans usuallj confounded with 
the Jews ; as therefore his hard words of the Jews 
appear to have heen generally groundless, and hurt 
hui own i«putati<m instead of thmrs, so on^t we to 
esteem his alike hard words of the Christians to 
be blots upon his own charaeteTi and not upon 
theirs. 

YII. Smoe therefore Tacitus, soon after the 
publication of Josephus's Antiquities, and in oon- 
tradiction to them, was determined to produce such 
idle stories about the Jews, and since one of those 
idle stories is much the same with that published 
in Josephus, agamst Apion, from Manetho and Ly- 
simachus, and nowhere else met with so lully in all 
antiquity, it is most probable that tboee Antiquities 
of Josephus were the very occasion of Tacitus gir- 
ing us these stories ; as we know from Josephus 
himself, against Apion, b. i. sect 1, that the same 
Antiquities were the very occasion of Apion's pub- 
lication of his equally scandalous stories about them, 
and which Josephus so thoroughly confuted in these 
two books, written against him ; and if Tacitus, as 
I suppose, had also read these two books, his pro- 
cedure in publishing such stories after he had seen 
so thorough a confutation of them, was still more 
highly criminaL Nor will Taeitus's fault be much 
less, though we suppose he neither saw the Anti* 
quities, nor the books against Apion : because it 



was very easy for him, then at Rome, to have had 
mere authentic accounts, of the origin of the Jewish 
nation, and of the nature of the Jewish and Chri»- 
tiau religions, from the Jews and Christians tlwm- 
selyes, who he owns were very numerous there Ui 
his days ; so that his publication of such idle storiea 
is still utterly inexcusable* 

YIIL It is therefore very pUin, after all, that 
notwithstanding the encomiums of several of our 
learned critics upon Tacitus, and hard suspicions 
upon Josej^hus, all the (involuntary) mistakes of 
Josephus, m all his large works put U^ther, their 
fuaUtjf as well as qnatiHty eonaidcied, do not, 
amount to near so great a sum as do these gross 
errors, and misrepresentations of Tacitus about the 
Jews amount to in a few pages ; so littie reason 
have some of our later and lesser critics to prefer the 
Greek and Roman historians and writers to the 
Jewish, and p|artieularly to Josephus. Sudi later 
and lesser critics should have learned more jndg- 
ment and modesty from thehr great &ther Joseph 
Scaliger, when, as we have seen, after all his deeper 
inquiries, he solenmly pronounces (De Emend, 
Temp. ProUgom, p. 17), that *< Josephus was the 
meet diligent and the greatest lover of truth of all 
writers ;" and is not afraid to affirm, that ** it is 
more safe to believe him not only as to the affiiirs 
of the Jews, but also as to those that are foreign to 
them, than all the Greek and Latin writers ; and 
this because hb fidelity and eompaas of learning are 
evexywhere conspicuous.'* 
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Aabon, Antlq. b. U, duzUl, sect. 1 ; b. sx, eh. x ; it mad* 
bigh-priett, b. 111. ch. tUI, sect 1; bis ions, ib.; bis 
death, b. It, ch. ir, aact 7. 

▲baasar, or Ranahartar, Antiq. b. xl* c It, sect. 0. 

Abbaros, king of the Tyriana, Against Apion, b. i« sect. 21. 

Abdastartos, king of tha Tyrians, Against Apion, b. i, 
sect. 18. 

Abdemoa, a Tyrian, Antio. b. tIU, d ▼» S ; Against Apion» 
b. i, sect 17, 18. 

Abdenago, or Abednago, Antiq. b. x, c z, I. 

Abdon succeeds EUoo ai Judge, Antiq. b. v, e. Tii, 15. 

Abel, Antiq. b. 1, c U, 1 ; hU sacrifice, ib. 

Abenarig, Idng of Charax Spasni, Antiq. b. xx, e. ii, 1. 

Abi», or Ab^jah, the bob of Beboboam, Antiq. b. rii, e. x, 
3, b. Tiii, c. X, 1 ; snaoeeds his father, sect. 4 ; conquers 
the ten tribes, b. viii, e. xi, S, a 

Abia, king of the Arabians, Antiq. b. xx, e. It, I. 

Abiathar, the son of Abimelech, Antiq. b. Ti, ch. xIt, 6 ; 
saves his life, and flies to David, sect. 8; is high-priest, 
b. vl, c xkr, 6 ; and b. Tli, e. T, 4 ; and c ix, S ; and c 
xl, 8; and c. xiT. 4; is deprived of the high-priesthood, 
b. viil, c i, 3. 

Abibalus, kingof theTyrlans, Against Apion, b. i, sect. 17. 

Abigail, Antiq. b. t1, a. xlU, 7; married to David, sect. & 

Abigail, Amaaa's mother, Antiq. b. t11, e. x, 1. 

Abihu, the son of Aaron, Antiq. b. ill, e. Tiii, 1. 

Abijah, or Abia, the son of Reboboam, Antiq. b.Tli, e. x, 
3 ; and b. viil, e. x, 1 ; succeeds his father, sect 4 ; con- 
quers the ten tribes, b. vU, c. xi, 9, 3. 

Abllamaradochus, or Evil Herodach, Antiq. b. x« c xl. 

Abimael, Antiq. b. i. c vi, 4. 

Abimelech, tyrannises over the Sheehemites, Antiq. b. t, 
e: vU, 1 ; is expeUed, sect 3 ; he destroys them all, sect 
4 : is kOlad by a piece of a mill-stone, sect 5. 

Abinadab, Antiq. b. vl, c. i. 4 ; b. viU. e. U, 3. 

Abinun, Antiq. b. iv, c. il, 8. 

Abishag, a virgin, David's nurse, Antiq. b. vii, e. zlv, 3. 

Abishai, Antiq. b. Ti, c. xiii, a 

Abner, Antiq. b. vii, c. I, 4 ; son of Ner, e. xiii, sect 1 ; 
Saul's .kinsman, b. vi, e. iv, 3 ; general of his army, b. 
vii. e. i, 3; reconciles Uie IsraeUtes to DaTid, b. vii, «. 
i. 4; is killed, sect A. 

Abram, or Abraham, the son of Terah, Antiq. b. i, & vi, 
A ; leaves Chaldea, and goes to Canaan, e. tU, aect 1 ; 
lives at Damascus, sect 2 ; adTlses his sons to plant co- 
lonies, e. XT; inatrueta the Egyptians in the mathemati- 
cal sdenoes, c Tiii, sect 2; divides tha country betvreen 
himself and Lot, aect 3 ; God promiaea him a aon, e. x. 
sect 3 ; he beaU the Aaayrlans, e. x ; dies, c xviL 

Absalom, Antiq. b. vll, c. ill, 3 ; flies to Oeshur, c. viil, 
sect 3 ; is recalled by a stratagem of Joab, sect 4, ft ; 
rebels againat David, b. vii, c. ix ; pursues after hhn, c 
X, sect 1 : his army is put to flight, sect 2 ; hangs on a 
tree by his hair, ib. ; is stabbed by Joab, and dies, ib. 

Aoeneheres, king of Egypt, Against Apion, b. i, sect 1ft. 

Aofmchres, queen of Egypt, lb. 

Acliar. or Aehaa, is gmlty of theft, Antiq. b. t, 10; is 
punished, sect 14. 

Achltophel, or AhJthopbel, Absalom's favourite, Antiq. b. 
Tii, c Ix, 2; gives evil ooonsel, aect ft ; hangs himaelf. 
aect 8. o- . 

Achonins, Antiq. b. xi, ct, 4. 

Acme, War, b. I, e. xxxU, 6 ; her letters to Antipater and 
Herod, Antiq. b. xvU, c t, 7 ; her death, c Tit' 

Acmon, son of Aiapb, or labbi, the son of Ob, of the race 
of the gianU, attacks David, Antiq. b. tU, c xii, 1 ; ia 
kiUed by Abishai, ib. 

AcnUheua, or Ilataeh, Antiq. b. xl, & Ti, 7. 
3 T 



Aetium, battle at, Antiq. b. xt. e. t, 1 ; and e. tI, 1 ; War, 

b. i, c xix, 1 ; in the aeventii year of Herod's reign, 

Antiq. b. XT, c. t, 2. 
Ada, the wife of Lamech, Antiq. b. I, c U, i. 
Adad, a king of Damascus, Antiq. b. tU, c. t, 2, &e. 
Adam created, Antiq. b. i, c. 1, 2 ; his fall, ib. 
Ader, or Hadad, an Idumean, Antiq. b. Tiii, c. tU, 6. 
Adoniaa, or Adon^, pretends tothecronn, Antiq. b. Til, 

c ziv, 4 ; takes sanctuary at the altar, sect 6, 9; de- 
mands Abishag to wife, b. tUI, c i, I, 2 ; ia refused, 

aect 3. 
Adonibexek, king of Jemaalem, Antiq. b. t, e. ii,' 2 ; la 

made a prisoner, and has his hands and feet cut off, and 

dies at Jerusalem, lb. 
Adoram, Antiq. b. Til, e. t, 4 ; and b. Till, e. U, 8. 
Adrammelech, Antiq. b. x, c i, ft. 
Adraaar, or Uadadeser, king of Bophene, or Zoba, Antiq. 

b. viil, c T, 1 ; b. xiU, e. vii, tt. 
^butius, a decurioB, Life, sect 24. 
iEgypt, named from a king. Against Apion, b. 1, sect 1ft. 
Mgyptian kings called Pharaohs for 1300 years, tiU tha 

reign of Solomon, Antiq. b. viil, c Ti, 2. 
.Egyptians, famous before all other nationa for wisdom, 

Antiq. b. viii, c. ii, 8; leaned mathematics of Abraham, 

Antiq. b. I, c. viil, 2 ; their sacred scribea or priests, b. 

U, e. ix, 2; Uiey held it onhfcwftil to feed eaitie, b. ii, e. 

vU. ft. 
JBgyptians' false prophet put to flight by Felix, Antiq. b. 

XX, c ViU, 6 ; War, b. ii, c. xiU. ft. 
JBlius Gallus, Antiq. b. xv, e. ix, a 
iEmilius Ragulua, Antiq. b. xix, c. i, a 
JSneas, sumamed Aretaa, auceeeda Obodu in Arabia, 

Antiq. b. xvi, c ix, 4. 
JEaopua, a aervant, Antiq. b. xt, e. iii, 2. 
JEthiopian commodities were slaves and monkeys, Antiq. b. 

viii, e. vi, ft, Ac.; and c. vii, 2. 
JEthiopians bordering on the Arabians, Antiq. b. Ix, c T, a 
Agag, king of the Amalekitaa, Antiq. b. tI, c tU, 2; ia 

Agar, or As^, and Ishmael, are sent away by Abraham, 
Antiq. b. 1. e. xili, a 

Aggena, or Haggai tha prophet, Antiq. b. xi, c It, ft, 7 ; 
he prophedea at the rebuilding of the temple, ib. 

Agonea, or games CTery flAh year, in honour of Ccaar, In- 
stituted by Herod, Antiq. b. xt, o. TiU, I ; War, b. 1, & 
xxi, 8 ; at the fhiishing Cesaraa, Antiq. b. xTi, «. v, 1. 

Agrippa's (Marcus the Roman) bounty towards the Jews, 
Antiq. b. xU, Ui, 2; la aplendldly entertained by Herod, 
xvi, U, 1 ; makea equal returns to him at Bynope, sect 
2 : his expedition to the Bosphoms, ib. ; his speedi to 



the Jews at Jerusalem, War, U, xvi, 3, 4 ; he < 
thehr privUeges, Antiq. xvi, U, ft ; his letterato tiieEphe- 
sians, in Ihvour of the Jews, c vi, sect 4 ; and to thosa 
of Cyrene, sect ft. 
Agrippa the Great, or Elder, Herod's grandson, Antiq. b. 
xvU, U, 2; and xvUi, t, 4 ; War, 1, xxvUi, 1 ; his vark 
ons adventiues, Antiq. xtIU, 3, 4, ftic ; is manaded an4 
imprisoned, c. tI, aect 6 ; hia future Uberty and hsppinesi 
foretold, sect 7 ; ia released and made lord of two ta- 
trardiles, with the title of king, sect 10 ; glTsa Oahis a 
sumptuous entertainment at Rome, c xviU, sect V ; if 
sent by the aenate to Claudius, xix, iv, I, 2; his advice 
to CUndius, ib. ftic. ; is sent back to the kingdom, c iv, 
sect 1 ; Clandlns bestows on him almost all the domini- 
ons of his grannather, c v, sect 1 ; his eulogium, c. vii, 
sect 3 ; his bounty towards those of Berytus, sect ft ; l.e 
treats several kings splendidly, e. vUi, sect 1 ; entcrtania 
Cesaraa with ahows, and appears hiuiMlf upon ih«i «tege 
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\n A nuigiilfioeBt dren, and is applauded as a god, sect, 
t : diet soon after an annatural death, lb. ; his death and 
children. War, ii, xi, 6, 6. 
Agrippa, his son by Cypres, War, if, xi, 6 ; did not imme- 
diately suooeed in his father's kingdom, AuUq. xix, ix, 
2 ; Claudius gave him that of his uncle Herod [of Chal- 
cis], XX, V, 8; War, 11, xii, 1; to which he added the 
tetrarchies of PhiUp and Lysanlas, c vil, sect. 1 ; he is 
hurt by a sling-stone at the siege of Gamala. iv, i, 3 ; 
his tetten to Josephus, Life, sect 64; his famous speech 
to the Jews, to dissuade them from a war with the Ito- 
mans. War, ii, wl, 4, 5. 
Agrippa, son of Felix and Dmsilla, Antiq. xx, vii, 3. 
Agiippa Ponteus slain, War, vil, iv, 3. 
Ahab, king of Israel, Antiq. vil, xiii, 1 ; is reproved by 
J£l^^, sect. 8: fights with Uenhadad, and beats him, c. 
xiv, sect. I, &c ; pardons him, sect. 4 ; is afterwards 
killed himself by the Syrians, e. zv, sect 5 ; his sons, Ix, 
«. «. 
Ahaaiah, his son, Antiq. Till, xv, 6; and ix, 11, 2; vi, 

sect 3. 
Ahazlah, king of Judah, Antiq. Ix, vi, 3. 
Ahaz, king of Judoh, Antiq. ix, xli, 8 
Aii\jah, the prophet, Antiq. viii, vU, 7; bis prophecy, x. 

It, 4. 
Ahikam, Antiq. x, ix, 1. 
Ahimaax, the son of Zadok, Antiq. vil, ix, 8; e. x, sect 4, 

A ; high-priest, x, vUl, fi. 
Ahimeleeh, or Aehimeleeh the priest or high-priest, slain 

by the order of Saul, Antiq. vl, xlil, 4, dM. 
Ahitab, Antiq. viii, 1, S. 
▲bitophd, or Aehitophel, Antiq. vil, ix; gives ctU counsel, 

■ect 6; hangs himself, sect 8. 
Ai besieged, Antiq. v, 1, 12; taken, aeot. IS. 
Aixel, or Usal, Auiiq. i, vi, 4. 
Alans, War. vil, vil, 4. 

Albinus, procurator of Judea, Antiq. xx, ix, 1. 
Aklmus, or Jacimus, the wicked high-priest, Antiq. xiii, 
ix, 7 ; calnmniates Judas before D«metriul, c. x, sect 1 ; 
dies, sect 6. 
Alcyon, a physician, Antiq. xix, 1, 80 
Alexander Lysimachus, the alabarch, Antiq xviii, t1, 3; 

and xix, t, 1 ; and xx, v, 8. 
JUexander, the son of Alexander, by Olaphyra, War, 1, 

zxvili, 1. 
Alexander, the son of AnUochus Epiphanes, Antiq. xiii, 
11, 1 ; sumamed Balas, lb. in note; king of Syria, sect 
8; his letter to Jonatltan, lb.; engages in a battle with 
Demetrius, sect 4; demands Ptolemy Philometer's 
daughter in marriage, c. iv, sect 1 ; la killed In Arabia, 
and his head sent to Ptolemy, sect & 
AIotwti^ct and Arisiobulus, Herod's sons, put In prison, 
AnUq. xvi, x, 6 ; stiangled by their father's order, c xi, 
sect 6; War, i, xxvil, tf. 
Alexander, the son of Aristobulus, Antiq. xlv, iv, 5; War, 
1, viii, 7 ; troubles Syria, Antiq. xiv, iv, 8 ; makea war 
upon the Romans, War, 1, viii, 5 ; is conquered by Ga> 
binus, lb. ; killed by Pompcy's order, Antiq. xiv, viL 4 ; 
War, 1, Lx, 8. 
Alexander Janneus succeeds his brother Aristobulus, War, 
i, Iv, 1 ; a sedition raised against him, Antiq. xiii, xiv, 
8, &c ; his expedition against Ptolemais, c xil, sect 8; 
be is called Thracidas, for his barbarous cruelty, c. xiv, 
sect. 8 ; dies of a quartan ague, after three years' sick- 
ness, c. XV, sect 6 ; War, 1, iv, 8 ; his sons, Uyrcanus 
and Aristobulus, AnUq. xlil, xvi ; War, i, v, 1. 
Akzander the Great, suooaeda his father Philip, Antiq. xi, 
xiii, 13; conquers Darius, sect 3 ; pursues his victorias 
through Asia, ib. &c ; sends a letter to the high-priest 
at Jerusalem, ,1b. ; goes himself to Jerusalem, sect 6 ; 
bit dream, ib. ; he adores the name of God on the high- 
priest's forehead, ib. ; enters the temple, lb. ; grants pri- 
vileges to the Jews, ib. ; the Pamphylian sea gives way 
to his army, Antiq. IL xtI, 5 ; his aims and armour kept 
In the temple of Diana, at Blymais, xil, ix, 1 ; his em- 
pire divided after his death, c 1. 
Alexander, the son of Phasaelus and Salampsio, Antiq. 

xvlil, V, 4. 
Alexander (Tiberius) nicoeeds Caspius Fadus as procurator 
of Judea, Antiq. zx, v, 8; War, U, xi, 6; is made pro- 
curator of £gypt, ii, XV, 1 ( c xviii, sect 7 ; is made 
chief oommander of the Roman anny under Vespasian, 
Iv, z, 6; and vi, iv, 3. 
AlaxandarZebina, king of Byria, Is conquered by Antioehus 

Giypoa, and diet, Antiq. xiii, ix, 3. 
Alexandm, Alexander Janneus's widow, holds the adml- 
nlstimtloD, after hia death, Antiq. xiii, zvi, 1 ; fUls sick 
and diet, sect 5. 6 ; her eulogium, ib. 
Alexandn, daughter of Uyrcanus, wife of Alexander, the 
ton of Aristobulus, Byrcanus't brother, and mother of 



another Aristobulus and Mariamne, Antiq. zv. 11, 5 ; 
writas a letter to Cleopatra. Ib. ; sends the pictnvBBOf hct 
ton and daughter to Antonius, by the advice of IMliw, 
sect 6 ; is fiignedly reconciled to Herod, sect 7 ; to ■«•- 
pected by Herod, a iii. sect 8; prepans Co lly lat« 
Kg>pt, ib. ; bemoans the death of Aristobuiut, sect. 4 ; 
acquaints Cleopatra with the snares of Herod, and the 
death of her son, sect 5 ; is put into prison, sect 9 ; her 
indecent behaviour towards her daughter Mariamne, & 
vU, sect 4 ; is kiUed by Herod's order, sect 8. 

Alexandn, daughter of Phasaelus and Salampsio, Antiq. 
xviii, V, 4 ; Is married to Timius Cyprins, Ibu 

Alexandila's causeway to the island Pharos, sevoi Ibrlonp 
long, Antiq. xii, ii, 18 ; a great p«t of that citjasaigDed 
to the Jews, xiv. vii. 8 : the Jews declared ito dtlaena osi 
a brasen piUar by Julius Cesar, c x, sect 1, 8. 

Alexas, Salome's husband, Antiq. xvil, I, 1 ; War, i, 
xxviii, 6. 

Alexas Sekias, Alexas's son, Antiq. xviii, ▼, 4. 

Alisphragmuthosis, or HaUsphngmuthosls, king of Bgjpt, 
Against Anion, i, sect 14. 

Aliturus. a Jew, Life, sect 3. 

Alliance betwen Ptolemy and Antioehus, Antiq. zU. It. 1. 

Altar of incense, Antiq. Ill, vi, 8; of bomt-offering madt 
of unhewn stone, War; v, v, 6 ; Against Apion, I, sect 8SL 

Amadetha, or Hammadetha, Antiq. xi, vl, fi, 18: 

Amalekites attack the Israelites, Antiq. Ill, ii, 1 ; art con- 
quered and plundered, sect 4, &. 

Aman, or Uaman. the enemy of the Jews, Antiq. xi, vi, 
IS; his edict against the Jews, sect 6; he orden a gal- 
lows to be erected for Mordecai, sect 10 ; is obliged to 
honour Mordecai, lb. ; his malicious design is laid before 
the Idng. sect 1 1 ; his edict countermanded, sect 12 ; he 
Is himself hanged on Uie gallows, sect IS. 

Amarinus, orOmri, king of the Ltraelites, Antiq. viii, xii.& 

Amasa, general of the army, Antiq. vi. x, 1 ; and xi, 1 ; 
the son of Jethei , c xv, sect 1 ; killed by Joab, ib. c. 
xi, sect 7. 

Amaslas, or Amaziah, king of Judah, Antiq. ix, Tlii, 4 ; e. 
ix, sect 1 ; makes war on Jehoosh, king of Isnri, sect 
3; is beaten, and murdered in a conspiracy, lb. 

Amasias, or Moaseiah, king Ahax's son, shun in battle, 
Antiq. ix, xii, 1. 

Amasias, or Maaseiah, governor of the city, Antiq. x. It, 1. 

Amathius, Antiq. I, vl, 1. 

Ambassadors sent with presents to HexeUah, Antiq. x, ii, 
8 ; ambassadors of the Jews, sUin by the Arabs, xr. v, 
8; this a violation of the law of nations, sect 3, c vil, 
sect 9; ambassadors had aright to sit among the Roman 
senators in the theatre, xiv, x, 6. 

Ambasaage sent by Jonathan to the Laeedemonlant, Antiq. 
xiii, V, 8; sent bv the Jews to Aome, x, xii, 6. 

Ambition and avarice causes of many mischiefs, Antiq. vii, 
1, .7. 

Ambivius, (Marcus) procurator of Judea, Antiq. xTiH, IL 8. 
Amenophi^, king of £gypt. Against Apion, t, aect 15, 8i», 
38. 

Amesees, queen of Egypt, Against Apion, I, sect I& 

Aminadab, AjiUq. vi, i, 4 ; and xi, iv, I. 

Ammonias, Antiq. xiii, iv, 6 ; killed, ib. 

Amnon, David's son, Antiq. vii, iU, 3 ; fallt in low with 
his sister Taniar, c. viii, sect 1 ; is slain bj Absalom's 
order, sect 8. 

Amoiites given to the tribe of Reuben and Gad, and the 

half tribe of Manasseh, Antiq. iv. vU, 3. 
Amphitheatre built at Jerusalem, and another in the ad- 
Joining plain, by Herod the Great, Antkq. zr. Till, 1 ; 
another at Jeridio, xvii, viii, 8. 

Amram, Moses's father, Antiq ii, ix, 3L 

Amram, Antiq. xx, 1, 1. 

Amraphel, Antiq. 1, ix. 

Amutal, or Hamutal, Antiq. x, v. 8. 

Anacharios, or Rabsaris, a general of Sennadierib, Antiq. 

X. i.1. 
Anandus made high-priest, Antiq. zv. U. 4 ; deprived of It, 

c. iii, sect 1 ; restored to it, sect 3. 
Ananias, son of Nebedius, made hlgh-prieat, Anti^ zx, v. 
8 ; War, ii, xil, 6 ; c. xvii, sect 8 ; fait ton a*^«*"«, cl 
xii, sect 6 ; both sent in fetters to Rome, Antiq. xx. vi. 
8; slain, together with hia brother Eaaklas, War, ii, 
xvii, 9l 
Ananias, (dlflferent from the former,) Antiq. zl, ir, 9 ; sen 

of Onias, xiii, x, 4 ; c xii, sect 8. 
Ananias, the son of Masambalut, hl^-pclait. Was, 

xilL 1. 
Ananns senior, made high-priett, Antiq. zz, iz, a; hit 

eulogium. War, iv, iii, 7. 
Ananus Junior, the son of Ananvt, mad* liUh-pria 
AnUq. XX, ix, 1 ; Life, sect 38: War, It, iS7 9: 1 
speech to the people, tect 10; accused of the nndcr U 
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Jamet the Bishop, Antiq. xx, ix, 1 ; deprived of the 
high-priesthood, ib. ; his death. War, iT. ▼, S. 

Ananus [or Annas]* son of Seth, made high-priest, AntSq. 
xviii, fl, 1 ; deposed, sect. 2. 

Ananus, son of Bamadua, one of Simon's life-guuds. War. 
T, xUi, 1 ; flies to Titus, vL ir. 2. 

Ananas, govemoi: of the temple, Antiq. xx, Ti, 2. 

Ananas, son of Jonatlian, War, ii, xix, fi. 

Anchus, or Acliish, Icing of Oath, Antiq. ri, xiT, 1. 

Andreas, captain of Philadelphus's life-guard, Antiq. xli, 
il, 2, 3, 4 ; Against Apion, ii, sect. 4. 

Andromachus expelled the court of Herod, Antiq. xrl, 
vlil, a. 

Andronicus, son of Messalamus, Antiq. xiii, ill, 4. 

Aner, Abraham's confederate, Antiq. i, t, 2. 

AyyapvtsOtu, or forcible pressure talcan off the Jews by 
CKmietrius, Antiq. xlii, U, S. 

Angels of God become fsmiliar with women, Antiq. i, iii, 1. 

Auelins, AnUq. xviii, ix, 1, 4, 6; kiUed by the Babylonians, 
sect. 7. 

Anna, or Hannah, the wife of Elcanah, Antiq. v, x, 2. 

Annibus, put to death by Fadus, for a mutiny, Antiq. xx, 
I, 1. 

Anuius (Lucius) takes Gerasa, War, iv, ix, 1. 

Annius Minucianus, Antiq. xix, i, 3. 

Aunius llufus, procurator of Judea, Antiq. xviU, 11, 2. 

Anoch, or Enocii, Antiq. 1, 11, 2. 

Anteius killed, Antiq. xix, 1, lA. 

Anligonus governs Asi^, after Alexander's death, Antiq. xii, 
i ; hla fleet beaten by Ptolemy, c. xi, sect. 10. 

Anligonus, son of Anstobulus, Antiq. xiv, iv, ft; c. vil, 
sect. 1 ; impeaches Hyrcanus and Antipater, e. viii, sect. 
4; War, i» x, 1 ; is eonqnered 1^ Herod, Antiq. xlv, xli, 
1 ; invades Judea, by the help of the Parthians, c xiii, 
sect. 3; is re-established in the government, sect. 10; 
War, i, xiii, 9 ; cuts off Hyrcanus's ears, and causes the 
death of Phasaelus. ib. ; surrenders himself to Soeius, 
AnUq. xlv, xvl, 2; War, i, xvUi, 2; is sent in fetters to 
Bfarcos Antonius, ib. ; was the first king whose head was 
cut off by the Romans, .Antiq. xr, i, 2 ; rei|pied befon 
Uerod, xvii, v, 2. 

Antigonus, son -of Hyrcanus L, and brother of king Arls- 
tobulus, made commander of the siege of Bamam, An- 
tiq. xUi, X, 2; is beloved by his brother, e. xi, sect. 1 ; 
Is watched by the queen and her favourites, and by their 
calumnies slain, sect. 2; War, i. 111, 2, 3. 4. 

AaUoch is the chief city in Syria, and the thhrd dty in the 
Roman empire, War, iii, ii, 4 ; the Jews made citixens 
thereof by Seleacus Nicator, Antiq. xli, iii, 1 ; it is burnt 
down. War, viii, iii, 4. 

Antioehtts rebels against Demetrius, Antiq. xiii. It, 7; their 
envy against the Jews, xii, ill, 1. 

Antioehtts, king of Commagene, Antiq. xvili, il, ft ; and xix, 
V, 1 : c. viii, eeet 1 ; War, v, xi, 3; and vii, vii, 1 ; a 
part of Cilieia, together with Commagene, g;xanted him 
by Claudius, Antiq. xix, v, I. 

Antioehtts Cydoenus, Antiq. xiii, x, 1 ; assists the Sama- 
ritans, but Is put to flight, sect. 2; War, i, ii, 2i Is 
U||« p*o«,. «d p., ..d««. b,8d»«.. A.U,. m. 

Antioehtts Dionysios, fourth son of Antiodios Orypui, Unf 
of Syria, makes an expedition against the Jews, Antiq. 
xHI, XV, 1 J War, 1, Iv, 7. 

AnUochus the Great, Antiq. xii, ill, 3; hislclters infitvour 
of tbe Jews, lb. dee. ; his wars with Ptolemy Philopator 
and Physeon, ibs marries his daughter Cleopatm to 
Ptolemy, c iv, sect. 1. 

Antioehtts Epiphanes, makes an ezpeditloB into EgypI, 
Antiq. xli, t, 2 ; takes Jerusalem, and plunders thetem- 
pie, sect 3, &&; War, i, i, 1, Aee.; and vi, x; goes 
into Persia, Antiq. xilL vii, 2; designs to destroy the 
Jews upon his rstum, ib. ; his answers to the Samari- 
tans, c. V, eect ft; his impiety, xiii, viii, 2 ; he dies, and 
leaves the administration to Philip, xii, ix, 1, 2. 

Antioehtts Bupator, hia son, invades Judea, Antiq. xii, 
ix, 4 : flghU with Judas, ib. ; War, 1, 1, ft; makes peace 
with tbe Jews, Antiq. xii, Ix, 7; Iweaks it. ib. ; is killed 
by Demetrius, e. x, sect. 1. 

AnUochus Oiypus, son of Demetrius Soter, Antiq. xiii, z, 
1 ; his death, e. xifl, sect. 4. 

Antiochus PhUometer, AnUq. xill, xii, 2. 

Antiochus Pius, son of AnUochus Cystcenos, makes war 
with Seleucus. Antiq. xlii, xiU, 4 ; is shUn in battle, lb. 

AnUochus Eusebius, or Pius, the brother of Demetrius, be- 
sieges Jerusalem. AnUq. xiii, viii, 2 ; ndses the siege, 
sect. 4 ; makes an expedition against the Parthians, is 
defeated and kiUed, ib 

Antioehtts, the grandson of Seteneos, and son of Alexander, 
is commonly called The tkfdf Antiq. xii, iii, 2 ; is crown- 
ad In his youth, xiii, t, 3 ; enters into alliance with Jo- 
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nathan the high-priest, sect. 4 ; is slain by TTyphon, his 
tutor, c. vii. sect. 1 ; War, 1, U, 1. 

Antiochus, the brother of Seleucus, sl^n in battle, Anttq. 
xiii, xiii, 4. 

AnUochus Soter, brother of Demetrius, (Ssther of Oiypus, 
AnUq. xiii, x, 1 ; makes war with Trypho, c vii, sect. 2. 

AnUpos, Herod's son by Malthace, a Samaritan, AnUq. 
xvii, i, 3; War, 1, xxviii, 4; is tetrarch of Galilee, e. 
viii, ' sect 1 ; e. xi, sect 4 ; and i, xxxiil, 7 ; goes to 
Rome to get to be king, Antiq. xvU, ix. 4 ; War, ii, ii, 
3 ; what was left him by Herod, Anttq. xvii, viii, 1 ; 
what was given him by Cesar, e. xi, sect 4 ; once de- 
dazed king by Herod, War, 1, xxxU, 7. 

Antipas, one of the royal lineage. Is pot in prison and 
slain. War, iv, iii, 4, ft. 

Antipater, the Idumean, Herod's fiither, caQed Antipas, 
exdtes troubles, AnUq. xlv. i, 3 ; is sent ambasMdor to ' 
Aretas, by Scaurus, c. v, sect 1 ; his wife Qyprus, the r 
Arabian, and his diildren, c vii, sect 3 ; his valour, c \ 
viii, sect 1 ; he advises Hyrcanus to put himself under * 
the protection of Aretas, War, i, vi. 2 ; makes his sun . 
Phasaelus governor of Jerusalem, and Herod of Galilet*. ] 
Antiq. xiv, ix, 2; War, 1, x, 4 ; endeavours to deserve j 
Cesar's favour, e. viii, sect 1 ; andi, ix, 3; is honoured 
by Caesar, and made citizen of Rome, AnUq. xlv, viii. 3; 
War, 1, ix, ft ; his defence against Antigonus. Antiq. xiv. 
viii, 4 ; War, I, x, 2 ; Is made governor of Judea, AnUq. 
xiv. viii, 3 ; War, I, x, 3 ; is greatly esteemed among the 
Jews, Antiq. xlv, ix, 2; is poisoned, e. xi, sect iv; War, 
i, xU 4. 

Antipater, son of Phasaelns and Bahunpsio, grandson of 
Herod the Great, Antiq. xviii, v, 4. 

Antipater, son of Salome, impeaches Ardidaus before 
Csesar, Antiq. xvii. is, A. 

Antipater, son of Herod, Antiq. xiv, xii, 1 ; Is sent to Rome 
to Cxsar. xvi, iU, 3; War, 1, xxix. 2; c xxxi, sect 2; 
while he is there, he. by letters, sets his father against 
his brethren, Antiq. xvi, iv, 1 ; War, i, xxfli, 1 ; c xxiv, 
sect i; his subtilty, Antiq. xvl, vii. 2; Is recalled bj 
Herod, e. Iii, sect 3; and xvii, v. 1 ^ he reigns jolntiy 
with his father, c. i. sect 1 ; is hated by every body after 
the slaughter of his brothren. ib. ; attempts his father's 
life, ib. ; is concerned for himself, ib. ; War, i, xxxi, 3 ; 
appears before Varus's tribunal, Antiq. xvii, v, 3 ; War, 
1, xxxii, 1 ; his plea for himself, ib. ; is put in irons, 
Antiq. xvii, v, 7 ; War, 1, xxxii, ft ; is put to death, 
Antiq. xvii, vii ; War, i, xxxiil, 7- 

Antipater, a Samaritan, Antiq. xvii, iv, 2; War, '^, xxx, ftw 

Antipater, Herod's sister's son, Antiq. xvll, 1, X 

Antipatris, token by Vespasian, War. iv. vii, 1. 

AnUpkilus, AnUq. xvii, iv, 2; War, 1, xxx, ft; his letter to 
Antipater, Herod's son. Antiq. xvii. v. 7. 

Antouia. Claudius's daughter by Petina. War,, it, xli, 8. 

Antonia, Claudius's mother, and Drusus's wife, lends money 
to Agrippa the elder, Antiq. xviii, vi, 4 ; her oulogium, 
sect 6. 

Antonia, the tower, called Bails before. War, 1, ill, 3; is 
taken by Titus, vi. 1, 7, Ac. 

Antony, a captain. War. ill, ill, 1, dec. 

Antony, a centurlun, c vii, sect Sft. 

Antony (Mark), his valour, Antiq. xiv. v. 3; War, I, viii, 
4 ; his and Dolabella's decree in favour of the Jews, An- 
tiq. xiv, X, 9, &C. ; he marches into Asia after Cassius's 
defeat, c. xii, sect 2 ; his letter to Hyrcanus. sect 3 ; to , 
the Tyrians, sect 4 ; ho falls in love with Cleopatra, e. 
xiii. sect 4; makes Phasaelus and Herod tetrardis, lb. ; 
orders their accusers to be put to death, sect ft ; confers 
signal fsvours on Herod, e. xiv, sect 4, 6; sojourns at 
Athens, e. xv, sect ft ; War, I, xvi, 4 ; his luxury,. Antiq. 
XV, 2, 6. 

Antonius (Ludtts), Mark Antony's son, sends a letter to 
the Sardians, in tevour of the Jews, Antiq. xiv, x, 17. 

Antonius Primus. War. iv, xl, 2. 

AnubU, a god, Antiq. xviii, iii. 4. 

Apachnas, lUng of Egypt, Against Aplon, i, sect 14. 

Apame, Darius's concubine, AnUq. xl, 111. ft. 

Apion. amtMtsaador for the Alexandrians to Cains, Antiq. 
xviii, viii, 1. 

Apollo's temple at Gaza, AnUq. xlil, xUl, X 

Apollols temple in the palaee at Rome, War, i, U, 8. 

Apollodotus, captain of tho Oazeans, Antiq. ziil, xiii, 3: 
kiUed, ib. 

ApoUonius, son of Alexander, Antiq. xiii, ix, 2. 

Apollonius Dans, governor of Ccelesyria. Antiq. xIH, Iv. 3 ; 
challenges Jonathan to an engsgement, and is defeated, 
ib. 

Apollonius, governor of Samaria, Antiq. zil, v, ft; c. vUf 
sect 1. 

Aponitts, Antiq. xix. iv. 6. 

Apophis, Ung of E^pt, Agakat Aplon, i. sect 14. 
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ApMlom. War, U, zrfl, 9. 

Aptan, or Ibzan, Judge after Jephtha, Antlq. r, Til, 13, 14. 

Aquila, the murderer of Calus. Antiq. xix, i. U. 
Arabians dreumdM their children when thirteen years old, 
Antiq. i, x, 2 ; ten towns taken from them by Alexander, 
king of the Jews, xir, 1, 4 ; Etliiopiana are their neigh- 
bours, ix, V, 3. 

Anbia borders on Judea, AnUq.ziv. 1, 4; Petra the king's 
residence, ib. ; Zabdiel their lord, c It, sect. 8 ; Arabians 
are defeated, xt, v, 5 ; their women are great poisoners, 
xvU, iv, 1. 

Arrnm, Antiq. i, tI, 4. 

Am, or Haran, the father of Lot, Antlq. I, vi, 5. 

Arasea, or Nisroeh, a temple, Antiq. x, i, 5. 

Arasea, or Resin, king of the Syrians, Antiq. Ix, xil, 1. 

Anuina, or Orona, the Jebusite, Antiq. viii, xiil, 4 ; Us 
thrashing-floor, ib. ; the place where Isaac was to have 
been saeriflced, and where the temple was afterwards 
buUt, ill. 

Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, comes to Herod, Antiq. 
xvi. Tiil. 6 ; c X, sect. 7 ; War. i, xxr, 1, &a ; goes with 
him to Antioeh, ib. ; reconciles Herod to his son Alex- 
ander, and to his brother Pheroras, ib. ; War, i, xxt, 
3.4. 

Archelaos. son of Ilerod the Great, Antiq. xril, i, S ; c. 
It, sect 3; War, i, xxvii, 4 ; c xzxl, sect. 1 ; is made 
etbnarch, Antlq. xvii, xi, 4; War. il. tU. 3; marries 
GlaphyTa. Antiq. xvii. xiil, 1 ; War, ii, vU, 4 ; is pro- 



id kinff after Herod's death. AnUq. xvii, viii, s ; 
War, i, xxxBi, 9 ; his speech to the people, Antiq. xvii, 
viii, 4 ; War, ii. i, 1 ; he endeavours to appease the peo- 
ple, Antiq. xvii, ix, 1, &e. ; goes to Rome, sect 3; War, 
u. 11, 1 ; is accused there by the deputies of the people, 
Antlq. xvii, xi, S; War, ii, vi, 1, &c. ; is banished to 
Vienna in Gaul. e. vli, sect 3 ; his dreams and Glaphy. 
n's, Antiq. xvii. xiU, 3. 4; War, ii, vU, 3, 4. 
Archelaus, son of Chelds, Antiq. six, ix, 1. 
AreheUius, son of Ifagadatus, War, vi, iv, 2. 
Aremmantus, AnUq. x, viU. S. 

Axetas, kins of the Anbians, Antiq. xiil, xiil. 3 ; and xlv, 
i. 4; and xvi, x, 9; War. i, vi, 2; e. xxix. sect 3; 
makes an expedition against Aristobulus, Antiq. xiv, ii, 
1 ; succeeds Obodas, xvi, ix, 4 ; alTords succours to Uyr- 
ouus. War, i, vl. 2; impeaches Sylleus, Jointly with 
Antipater, before Cnar, AnUq. xvii, ill, 2. 
Aretas, Idng of Ccdesyria, makes an expedition Into Jadea. 

Antiq. xili, xv, 3. 
Aretas. of Petra, Antiq. xvii, x, 9; and xviil, ▼, 1. 
▲lioefa, captain of Nebuchadnexzar's life-guards, AnUq. x, 

X, 31 
Axion, treasurer of Alexandria, Antiq. xil, Iv, 7, &«. 
Axistras, or Aristcus, one of Ptolemy Philadelphus's life- 
guards. Alitlq. xU, ii, 4 ; Against Aplon, ti, sect. 2, 4. 
Aristobulus, son of Hyrcanus I., Antiq. xUi, x, 2 ; the first 
high-priest who assumed the title of King qf the Jen*, 
e. xi. sect 1 ; called PhUUUn, or lover of the Qreeha, 
sect 3. 
Aristobulus, son of Alexander Jannens, an enterprising 
and bold man, Antiq. xiil, xvi, 1 ; complains of the Pha- 
risees, sect '2 ; reproaches his mother Alexandra, sect 3 ; 
endeavours to take possession of the kingdom during his 
mother's life, sect 5 ; fights with his elder brother Hyr- 
canus for the crown, xiv, i, 2 ; brings him to an accom- 
modation, ib. ; War, i, vl, 1 ; sends a solden vine to 
Pompey, Antiq. xiv, ill, 1 ; is, with his children, brought 
captive to Rome, by Pompey, c. iv, sect 6 ; escapes out 
of prison, but is retaken and sent back a|^n to Rome 
by Gabinns, c. vi, sect 1 ; War, 1, vU, 7 ; c. viii, sect 
tf ; his firmness in adversity. Antiq. xiv, vi, sect 1 ; is 
poisoned by the partisans of Pompey, c. vii, sect 4 ; his 
cliUdxen, lb. 
Aristobulus, son of Herod the Great, Antiq. xv, x, 1 ; 
marries Bemioe, Salome's daughter, xvi, i, 2 ; is put in 
prison, e. x, sect A : is occused by his father in an assem- 
bly at Berytus, and condemned, e. xi, sect 2; is stmn- 
gittd, s<^ct 6; War, i, xxTil, 6; his children, AnUq. xvii. 
1, 2; War, 1. xxvii. 1. 
Aristobulus. son of Herod, Ung of Chalds, AnUq. xx, viii, 

4 ; War, vii, vii, 4. 
Aristobulus, son of Joseph and Bfariamne, AnUq. xviil, 

▼, 4. 
Aristobnlns, son of Aristobulus, and brother to the famous 
Mariamne, a beauUfUl youth, is made high-priest by 
Herod, AnUq. xv, Ui. 1, 3; is drowned by the secret 
order of the same Herod, ib. ; War, i, xxii, 2. 
Aristobulus, son of Aristobulus and Beniico, and grand- 
daughter of Herod the Great, Anttq. xviii, v, 4. 
Aristooacy, the best form of government, AnUq. iv, viU, 

Aruiccmcy instf tuted In Judea by Gablnus, War, i, viii, 3. 



Arithmetic and astronomy came from Chaldca t» ^gff^ 

and thenoe into Greece, Antiq. I, viH, 2: 
Arius, king of the Lacedemonians, sends a letter to Oniaa 

the high-priest, AnUq. xU, iv, 10 ; c. v, sect a 
Ark of God. ite descripUon. AnUq. Ui. vi, 5 : taken by the 
PhilisUnes. vi, i, 1 ; restored to the Isnelitea, aect 2. 
Aca ; carried to Jerusalem, and lodged in the house of 
Obed-edom, after It had been with Amlnadab. Antte. 
vii, iv. 2. 
Ark of Noah, where ft rested, AnUq. i, ill, 6; mcBttoned 
by all barbarian historians, lb; ite nmaias loof pee- 
ser\-ed, xx, ti, 3. 
Armais. king of Ecypt* Against Aploa, t, sect IS. 
Armenia conqumTby Antonius, AnUq. xt, iv, 3 ; Oo^ 

king of the Lesser Armenia, AnUq. xlx, tUI, L 
Armesses. king of Egypt, Against A^n, i, sect U. 
Armory of David in the temple. Antiq. ix, vrU, 2L 
Aropheus. or Armariah. Antiq. viii, I, 3L 
Arphaxed, Antiq. i, vi, 4. 
ArunUus (Euaristus), AnUq. xlx, I, 18. 
Arsaoes, king of the Parthiana, AnUq. xlU, ▼, 11 ; a viii, 

sect 4. 
Artabanus, king of Media. AnUq. xviU. 2. 4. 
Artabanus, king of the Parthians, AnUq. xvii, tr. 4. 5; c 
ix, sect 3. 4 : he files to Ixates, x«, Ui. 1 ; is kindly it- 
ceived by him, and restored to his kingdooi, aect I, «; 
dies, sect 3. 
Artebaxes. or Artavasdes, son of Tigranes, is gtvea ss a 

present to Cleopatra by Antonius. War, i, xviii, 1. 
Artaxerxes, king of the Persians. AnUq. xi, vi, 1 ; his ciijct 

against the Jews, sect 6 ; contradicted, aect U. 
Artexias. Idng of Armenia, Antiq. xv, ▼, 3: 
Artorius cunningly uives his own life. War, vi, ill, 2L 
Arucas, AnUq. i, vi. 2. 
Arudeus, Aniiq. i. vi, 2. 
Asa. king of Jerusalem, AnUq. viii, xU, 1 ; maina an ^It- 

auce with the Iciiig of Damascus, sect 4. 
Asahel, killed by Abner, AnUq. vii, i, 3. 
Asamoneus. AnUq. xii. vi. 1. 

Asamoneans. the end of their reign, AnUq. sir, x<«i, 4. 
Ascalonites, punished for their stubbornness, AnUq. xii, 

iv, 5. 
Asermoth, or Oazermaveth, AnUq. I. ri, 14. 
Aserymus, king of the Tyrians, Ag;ainst Apion, i, sect Ii. 
Asdod, or Axotus, taken by Jonathan, Antiq. xiii, iv ; iu 
huhabitants plagued on account of the ark of God, vi. i, t. 
Ashkenax, AnUq. i, vi, 1. 
Ashpenas, an eunuch, AnUq. x, x, 2. 
Ashur, AnUq. i, vi, 4. 

Asia, its convenUon at Ancyra. AcUq. xvi, Ti. 2 ; Valerias 
proconsul of Asia, xlx, i, 20 ; five hundred towns of Asia. 
War, ii, xvi, 4. 
Asineus and Anileus, two brethren. Antiq. xtUI, Iz, I. Ac 
Asocheus or Shialiek, king of Egypt, War, vi. x. 
Asprenas, Antiq. xix, i, 13; cut in pieces, aect 1& 
Assemblies forbidden to all at Rome, but to the Jews oi^y. 

by JuUus Csssar, Antiq. xiv. x, 3. 
Ass's head falsely reported by Apion as an ol^jeetof vocship 

among the Jews, Against Apion, U, secu 7. 
Assi, king of Egypt, Against Apion, i, aect 14. 
Assyrian empire overthrown. Antiq. x. U. 2. 
Astarte's temple, AnUq. vi, xvi, 8; Against Aploa, I, sect 

Astartus, king of the Tyrians, Against Aplon, 1, sect lA 

Astronomy ;. for its improvement the first men lived near s 
thousand years, AnUq. i, iii, 2; came out of Chaldcs 
into £g>pt, and thence into Greece, i, vii, 2. 

Asylum, or right of sanctuary, bdouging to some towns is 
Judea. Antiq. iv, vU. 4. 

Athenians decree honours to Hyrcanus, AnUq. xir. vH, g. 

AUienio. AnUq. xii, iv, 3. 

Athenio, a general of Cleopatra, War, I, xix, S ; hte pexi- 
diousneas, AnUq. xv, v, 1. 

Athronges, a shepherd, crowns himself king of Judea. An- 
Uq. xvii, X, 7; War, U, iv, 3; U conquered with his 
brethrai, ib. 

Atiutinus, Herod's advocate. AnUq xiv. xir, 4. 

Augustus's arrival in Syria. AnUq. xv, x, 3; liia Utter to 
Uerod, xvi, xi, 1 ; holds a council about Uie aSur» «f 
Judea, xvU, ix. i ; his edict and letter in favour of Vm 
Jews, xvi, vi, 1, &c; is angry with Ilerod, a ix. smL 
3 : is reconciled to him by the m<«iis of Nioolaos <^ Da- 
mascus, c. X, sect 8 ; divides Herod's dominions. War, 
U, vl, 3; his deaUi. Antiq. xviU, iil, 2 s War, ii, ix, L 

Axioramus, high-priest, AnUq. x, vU, 6. i 

Axariah, the prophet, AnUq. viii. xii. 2. 

Azarias, high-priest, Antiq. x, vui, 6. I 

Azarias, one of David's companions, Antiq. x, x, I. 

Azarias. a commander under Judas, is defeated \a GoniM 
at Jamuia, AnUq. xU. viii, 6. 
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A»ii, or ITaxo, Anliq. I, vi, 5. 

Axizus, Idng of Ein««a, Antiq. xx, vll, I ; is circumcised, 

and marries Dmsilla, the sister of Agrippa Junior, ib. ; 

dies, c. Tiii, sect. 4. 
Axotus, or Ashdod, its inhabitants pingncd on account of 

tlie Ark of God, Antlq. xi, i, 1 ; taken by Jonathan, xiii. 

It, 4. 
Azricam, Antlq. ix, xii, 1. 

Bnal, king of the Tyrians, Against Apion« vf, sect 21. 

Baal, god of the Tyrians, Antiq. ix, vi, 6. 

liualis, king of the Ammonites, Aiitiq. x, Ix, 2, 3. 

Jteanah the son of Riminon, Antiq. yiii, ii, I. 

Baaias, a place and a plant there growing, War, vil, vl, 3. 

Baasha. king of Isnuil, Antiq. viii, xil, 3; kills Nadab his 

predecessor, e. xi, sect. 4 ; dies, c. xii, sect. 4. 
Baba's children preserved by Costobarus, Antiq. xt, tU, 

10 ; afterwards killed by Herod, ib. 
Babylon, derived from Babel, (confusion of languaf^m), 
Antiq. i. iv, 3 ; taken by Cyrus under the reign of Bal- 
tasar, x, xi, 4; the grent number of Jews who lived 
there, xt, ii, 2; and xviii, ix. 1. Nebuch'adn«'zxnr's 
building at IlKb>lon, x, xl, 1 ; iU walls were not built by 
Semiramis: but by Nebuchadnezzar, according to the 
testimony of Berosus. Aiminst Apion, i, sect. 19, 2t); iis 
walls curiously bnilt by Naboniiedu5, of brick and bitu- 
men, according to the same Berosus, ib. ; its pensile gar- 
dens ericted by Nebuchadnezzar, in imitation of the 
luounWins of Media, lb. ; Antiq. x, xi, I. 
Bacdiides, Antiq. xii, x, 2 ; c xi. sect. 1 ; he attacks the 
Juws, xiii, i, 2, 3 ; he rages against them, and is slain, 
Wur, i. i, 2, 3. 
Badexoius, king of the Tyrians, Against Apion, i, sect. 18. 
Ba'ius, or Bath, a Jewish measure, Antiq. viii, ii, 9. 
Bagoos, an eunt:ch, Antiq. xvil, 2. 4. 
Jijgoses. an enemy o. the Jews, Antiq. xi, vil, 1. 
Balak, king of Moab. Antiq. Iv, vi, 2, Ac. 
Bjtladaii, king of Babylon, Antlq. x, ii. 2. 
Balaam, the prophet, AnUq. iv, vi, 2, &c. ; his au speaks, 

ib. 
Balatorus, king of the Tyrians, Against Apion, i, sect. 21. 
Balcaxaius, king of the Tyrians, Against Apion, i, sect. 18. 
Balas, or Barea, king of Sodom, Antiq. i, ix, 1. 
Balm, or Balsam, near Jericho, AnUq. xiv, iv, 1 ; and xv. 

iv, 2; War. 1, vi, 6. 
Baltassar, [Belshazsar, or Naboaudel. or Nabonadius], king 
of Babylon, Antiq x, xi, 2 ; his terrible vision, and iU 
interpretotion. ib. ; his death, ib. 
Balthnsiir. [Beltoshaxxar], Daniel's name, Antiq. x, x, 1. 
Bana.utes, Antiq. viii, ii, 4. 
Bauus. au hermit, Josephua* master, Life, sect 2. 
Boniclilas, Antiq. i.\, xii, 2. 
Barak, excited by Djborah, encounters Sisera, Antiq. r, 

V. 2, Ac. 
Barbarians, their riches formerly consisted in cattle, Antlq. 
«, xi, 2. » H 

Bardanes, king of tho Parthlans, Antiq. xx, ill, 3 ; he is 

slain, ib. 
Bails, a tower built at Ecbatnua, by Daniel, Antiq. x, xl, 7. 
Bamabaxus, Antiq. xi, vi, 4, 
Biuaas, king of Goaiorrah. Antiq. i, ix, 1. 
Boruch, WfcU Vkilled in thu Hebrew tongue, and left with 
Jeremiah the prophet in Judea at the Babylonian Cap- 
tivity, AnUq. X, ix, i, 2. 
Barzaphemes, goremor in ParthiA, War, 1, xiii, 1. 
BarsiUai, Antio vil, ix, &, 
Busan, or Baaaha, king of Israel, Antiq. Viii, xii, 3 ; slays 

Nadab his predecessor, c. xi, sect 4. 
Basima, orBasmath, Solomon's daughter, Antiq. viii, ii, 3. 
BnskeU carried upon the head. Antiq. ii, v, 3. 
Badjius (Tentidius), See Yentidius. 
Bo&sus iCaciUius, murderer of Sextos Ca:sar,) Antlq. xiv, 

xi. 1 ; War, i, x, H). 
Bassus (Ludllius), is sent with an army into Judea; he 

besieges and takes Machenis, War, vti, vil, 1, 6. 
Baths, hot baths at Callirrhoe beyond Jordan, Antiq. zyU, 

vl, 5, 
fiathsheba, Anliq. tU, vti, 1, 2, 4. 
B.ith, or Badus, a Jewish measure, Antiq. vil, ti, 9. 
Bathyllua, War, i, xxxi. 1. 

Bath^llus, Antip.itor's f^ed-man, Antiq. zvll. It, 3. 
Battering-mm. its description. War, ill, viii, 19. 
Battle at Tarridiea, upon the Lake of Oennaiareth, War, 

iii, X, L 
Beeltethmm, Antiq. xi, ii, 2. 
Bela, or Zoar, the king of it, Antiq. I, ix, I. 
BL-lshaxzar, (or Baltasar, or Naboandel, or Nabonadlns), 
kin£ of Babylon, Antlq. x, xl, 2 ; his terrible vision, and 
its Interpratatlon, ib. ; his death, ib. 
Beltesbazzar, Daniel's name, Antiq. x, x, 1. 
Bdus, the god of the Tyrians, Antiq. viii, xiii, 1. 



Belns, the god of the Babylonians, Antiq. x, xl, 1 ; his 

temple there, ib. 
Beualah, a priest hy birth, a man of valour, Antiq. vii, xil, 

4 ; son of Jehoiada, c v, sect 4 ; made commander of 

some troops of Solomon, viii, i, 4 ; son of Achillus, c. Ii, 

sect 3. 
Beneficence, its commendation and reward, Antlq. vi, xiv, 4. 
Benluidad, (or the son of Iladad), king of Syria, besides 

Samaria the first time, Antiq. viii, xiv, 1, &e. ; the se- 

eond time, ix, iv, 3 ; Calls sick, and is smothered, by 

liazael, sect 0. 
Benjamltes are attacked for their enormous crimes at Gibea, 

and at hut terribly defeated and cut off, Antiq. t, ii, 

8-11 ; their tribe restored, sect 12. 
Beon, Against Apion, 1, sect 14. 
Bemioe. daughter of Agrippa senior, Antiq. xvUl, ▼, 4; she 

is married to Herod, Agrippa's brother, xix, v, 2. 
Bemice, Agrippa's mother, dies, Antiq. xvlli, vl, 1 
Bemioe, Archeiaus' and Mariamne's daughter, Antiq. xx, 

vii, U 
Bemioe, the widow of Herod, marries Polemon, Antiq. xx, 

vii, 3; leaves him, ib. 
Bemice, Salome's daughter, Aristobnlua* wife, Antiq. xvi, 

Bemice, Agrippa senior's daughter, and Junior's sister, fas 

danger of her life. War, ii, xv, 2. 
Bernickinus, Herod of Chalds* son by Bemtee, his brother 

Agrippa's daughter, War, ii, xi, 6. 
Berytus, where the cause between Herod and his sons was 

debated in a council or court, Antiq. xvi, xl, 2, &c ; 

Romans living at Beiytus, xvi, x, & 
Beibuel, Antiq. i, ri. 5. 

Bezaleel and Aholiah, sacred architects, Antiq. IU, vi, 1. 
Blgthan, Autiq. xi, vi. 4. 
Birth-duo^ of Ptolemy's son kept by the Syrians, AnUq xii, 

iv, 7 ; presents made thereupon, sect 9. 
Bobelo, Antiq. xl, iv, 9. 

Bocchorus, king of Egypt, Against Apion, i, 31. 
Book of the law found, Anti^i x, iv, 2. 
Books composed by Solomon, Antiq. viii, ii, fi ; twenty>two 

most sacred books among the Jews, Against Apion, i, & 
Boox, of Ellmelech's family, Antiq. v, x, 2; his klndneu 

towards Ruth, ib. ; he marries her, sect 4. 
Brazen vessels more valuable than gold, Antiq. xl. t, 2. 
Bride, how she was to part from one that refused to marry 

her, according to the biw of Moses, Antiq. v, ix, 4. 
Britons, War, vi, vi. 2. 

Britanicus, son of Claudius by Measalina, War, ii. xU, a 
Brocchus, a tribune, Antlq xix. Hi, 4. 
•Brother, a title which Alexander Balas gave to Jonathan 

the high-priest. Antiq. xiii, U, 2 ; the same title was also 

given him by Demetrius Soter, e. iv, 9. 
Buckle, or button, (a golden one), sent to Jonathan by 

Alexander, king of Syria, Antiq. xiii, Iv, 4 ; and by De- 
metrius, c V, 4. 
Bukki, son of Ablshna, high- priest, Antiq. viil, i, 3. 
Jiiirthus, Nuro's Greek secretary, Antq. xx, viii, 9. 
Uuz, Nahor's son, Antiq. i, ri, A. 

CedUus Bassus, the murderer of Sextus Cosar, Antlq. xiv, 
xi, I ; War, 1. x, 9. 

Cesinna, War, iv, xi, 3 ; sent to Vespasian, ib. 

Cesar (Julius), makes war in Egypt, Antiq. xiv, viii, 1 ; 
his decrees in favour of the Jews, c x, sect 2, &c. ; to 
murdered by Bmtus and Cassius, c xl, sect I. 

Caaarea buUt by Herod, Antiq. xv, ix, 6 ; it was 60O for- 
longs from Jerusalem, xiii, xi, 2; War, 1, ill, A. 

Cesarean games instituted by Herod, Antiq. xr, viii, I ; 
War, i, xxi, 1; begun at the finishing of Ccsarea Au- 
gusta, Antlq. xvi, v, 1. 

Cirsenuius Petus, president of Syria, War, vii, vii, I. 

CK&onla, wife of Caiua, killed by Lupus, Antiq. xix, ii, 4. 

Cain, murders his brother Abel, Antiq. i, ii, 1 ; his punish- 
ment, ib.; he peoples the land of Nod, sect 2. 

Cains, the son of Germanicus, is made Emperor, Antiq. 
xviii, vi, 9; War, ii, i\, A, (>; puu Tiberias, the grand- 
son of Tiberias the emperor, to death, Antiq. xviii, vi, 
9 ; hte cruelty, c. vii ; his behaviour in the govemment, 
c vii, sect 2 ; he orders his statue to be erected in the 
temple at Jemsalem, c. viii, sect 2 ; gratifies Agrippa, 
and forbids its erection, sect 8; his letter to Petronins, 
ib. ; he rages against the Jews, xLv, i, 1 ; calls himself 
the brother of Jupiter, ib.; a conspiracy formed against 
him, sect 2 ; the conspirators increase in number, seet 
111 ; his death, e. i, sect 14 ; his threatening letter to 
Petronins retarded tiU he was dead, xvil, vUi, 9; War, 
X, ft; his character, Antiq. xLt, ii, A. 

Caleb, one that searched the hmd of Canaan, Antiq. Ui, xhr. 
4 ; and v, U, 3. 

Calf (golden) near Daphane, or Dan, War, i, IL 

Calieus, Antiq. xvil, 1. 
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CaUimander, Antiq. zUl, z, 8, & 

CallinlcuB, Mm of AnUochus, king of ConuiiageiiA, War, 

vii, tU, 8. 
GaUistoB, a ftreed-man of Caius, Antia. %\x, I, .10. 
Cambjsei miceeedi Cyrus, Antlq. xi, ii, 2; dies after a 

reign of six years, sect 8. 
Camp of the Jews, Antiq. lii, xU, fi ; of the Assyrians, War, 

▼, vil, 3; e. zU, sect. 8. 
Camuel, or Kemuel, Nahor^ son, Antfq. i, ▼!, B. 
Canaan, land of, its description and division, Antiq. ▼, I, 

21, 88 ; Canaanites distress the tribe of Dan, c iii, sect. 

1 ; are spared contrazy to the conunand of God, c Tii, 

sect. A ; war denonnoed against them by the tribes of 

Judea and Simeon, seot. I. 
Candleatlelc in the tabernacle, Antiq. iU, ▼!, 7. 
CanUieras removed from the high«priesthood, Antiq. zz, 

CipeUtts, son of Antyllus, Life, sect 13. 

Capito, a centurion, or captain of an hundred toUUon, 
War, Yii, V, «. 

Capitol, tiieend of the triumphant shows. War, vU, r, 6. 

Captives of the Jews, how many killed, and how many kept 
aUve, War, vi, iz, 8, 3; captives canied in the triumph^ 
c. V, sect. 3. 

Captives of the ten, and of the two tribes, Antiq z, Iz, 7« 

Careas (Kareah), Antiq. z, ix, 8. 

Carus, Herod's Catamito. Antiq. zvil, ii, 4. 

Cassander governs Macedonia, after Alezander's death, 
Antiq. xil, i, 1. 

Ca««ius Longinus, president of Syria, Antiq. ziv, zi, 8; 
and XV, xi, 4; und zz, i, 1 ; favours Antipater and He- 
rod, xiv, zi, 8, dec ; repels the Parthians, and then re- 
tires to Judea, c. vli, sect. 3 ; War, 1, viU, 9 ; is defeated 
at PhUippi, Antiq zir. xil, 2. 

Castles, or citadels, two at Jerusalem, one in the dty, and 
the other by the temple, Antiq. zU, i, 3 ; and xv, tU, 1 ; 
c. Tiii, sect. 5, 

Castor, the Juw, his cunning trick. War, r, vli, 4. 

Castration of men or beast forbidden by the law of Moses, 
Antiq. It, viii, 40 ; young men of roynl blood castratod 
by Nebuchadneuar's order, and among others Daniel 
the prophet, x, z, 1. 

Catullus, governor of Lybia Pentapolitana, War, vU, zi, 
1 ; his calumny against the Jews, sect. 8 ; his death and 
the divine vengeance on him, sect. 3, 4. 

Celodus, Antiq. zvil, zU, 8; War, U, vii, 8. 

Celendeiis, War, i, zzzi, 3. 

Ceier, a tribune, AnUq. zz, vi, 8 ; he is put to dealh, 
sect 3. 

Celtic legion, AnUq. ziz, i, lA. 

Cendebeus, commander of Antioehus' troops, Antiq. ziil, 
vii, 3; War, 1. U, 8. 

Cerealis (PeteUus^ sent against the Samaritans, War, iU, 
vii, 38 ; marclies towards Hebrtn, It, ix, 8 ; is ordered 
to attack the temple, vi, ii, A ; called to a council of war 
about the temple, c. iv, sect. 3. 

Cestitts Oallus, president of Syria. Life, sect. 43; War, ii, 
xiv, 3 ; he gathers an army against the Jews, War. ii, 
zvili, 9; enters Jerusalem, c. ziz, sect 4; is beaten, 
sect. 7, &e. 

Chereas (Casslus), Is sUrred up agafaist Calus, Antiq. zlx, 
i, 3, 4 : draws othen into the conspiracy, sect. A ; gives 
Gains the first blow, sect. 14 ; is beheaded, c ziv, sect. A. 

Chagiras, son of Mabateus, War, v, zi, A. 

Chalaman, king of the Syrians, AnUq. vU, zi, 3. 

Chalool, Antiq. viii, U, A. 

Cham, or Ham, the son of Noah, Antiq. i, iv, 1 ; his pos- 
terity, c. vi, sect. 8. 

Chanaan, or Canaan, the son of Ham, Antiq. 1, vi, S; his 
posterity, ib. 

Charan, or Baran, Antiq. i, vi, A. 

Chans, War. Iv, i, 4 ; dies, sect. 9. 

Cliatuia, or Keturah, Abraham's Uut wife, AnUq. 1, zi, 1 

Chebron, king of Egypt. Against Apion, i, sect lA. 

Cbebron, or Hebron, older than Memphis, (Tanis), War, 
iv. iz, 7 { taken by the Israelites, Antiq. v, ii, 3. 

Chedorlaomer, Antiq. i, iv. 

Chelbes, king of the Tyrians, Against Apion, i, sect 81. 

Cheldas, AnUq. ziii, x. 4 ; c xUi, sect. 1. 

Cliellio. or ChUio, Antiq. v, ix, 1. 

Cherubim, their shape not known, Antiq. viil, ill, 3. 

Chesed, Nahor*s son, AnUq. i, vi, A. 

CheUm, or Kittim, AnUq. i. vi. 1. , _,...« 

Children not always like their parents, Antiq. vi, til, S. 

Christ and Christians, Antiq. xviU, iii, 3. 

Chusarthes, or Chusan, the king of Assyria, oppresses the 
iKHMlites, Antiq. v, ill, 8. 

Chusi, or Hushal, AnUq. vii, ix, 8. 

Cliutheans, (poople of Cutha), who they were and whence 
they came, Antiq. ix. siv, 3; go to Samaria, x, U, 7 ; 
hinder the rebulUiiug of the temple, xi, ii, 1. 



Cinnamus, AnUq. zz,'ill, 8. 

Circumcision is received in Palestine by the Jews, Agsinsl 
Apion, i, sect. 88 : its institution, Antiq. I, z. Tte Ara- 
bians drcumdae their dilldren after tae thirteefBth yesr 
of their age, c. zii, sect 3; the Syrians in Palestia* re- 
ceived dKumcision from the Bgyptiana, aeeording to 
Herodotus, viii, z, 3 ; not to be forced upon any body, 
in the opinion of Josephua, Life, sect 83 ; the Idunwaas 
forced to be circumcised, or leave their coantxy, by JuLo 
Hyrcanus, xiii, ix, 1 ; the Itureans forced to be divnn- 
dsed by Aristobulus, c xl, sect 3. 

Classicus, War, vti, Iv. 8. 

Cbiudius CKsar, Antiq. zix, ii, I : c Hi. saet 1 ; he is 
dragged out of a comer to the imperial digni^, ib. ; War. 
ii, xl, 1 ; he is favoured by the nruiy. Antiq. zlx, it, J; 
his liberality to Agrippa, c v, sect 1 ; his edict in fat.-&r 
of the Jews, sect 3 ; his letter to Ute Jews, Aatiq. u 
1, 8; he dies, c. viii, sect 1 ; War, Ii, xii, «; hk «ije 
and children, ib. 

Clement, Antiq. xix, I, 6. 

Cleopatra, daughter of AnUochus, married to Ptolmj. 
AnUq. xii, iv, 1. 

Cleopatra, wife of Phllometer, AnUq. xiii, Iii, 1, 8; AgakbA 
Apion, ii, sect A; she takes up arms againat PiofcA.T 
Lath^-rus, Antiq. xiii, xiii, 1 ; makes an allianos mt:k 
Alexander, sect 2 ; takes Ptolemais, ib. 

Cleopatra, wife of Demetrius II, AnUq. ziil, vH, l ; mu- 
ricd to Antioehus Soter, sect 2. ^ 

Cleopatra, queen of Egypt, meets Antony In CSicm. Anii^ 
xiv. xiii, 1 ; her crutflty and avarice, xv. It, l ; War. i. 
xviii, 4; kills her sister Arsiuoe, AnUq. xv. Iv, ] ; obt^Lj 
from Antony a part of Arabia and Judea. ib. ; teuiu 
Herod to lie with her, sect 8 ; Herod coadocta ber b9- 
wards Egypt, ib. 

Cleopatra (Selene), besieged by Tigranes, Antiq. ziil, ni, 
4 ; War, i, v, 3. 

Cleopatra of Jerusalon, the wife of Ilerod, Antio. zvii L 
3; War, i, xxviii, 1. ^^ 

Cleopatra, wife of Florus, AnUq. zz, zi, I. 

Clitua, author of a rebellion at Tiberias, Life, aeet 34; cmU 
off his left hand by the order of Josephua, ib. : War ii. 
xxl, 10. • ^ 

Clevius, AnUq. zix, i, 13L 

CoUgna (Cneus), War, vii, iii, 4. 

Colonies within and without Italy, Antiq. zlx, %, & 

Columiu, or pillars in the land of Siriad, AntJq. i, Ii, 3 ; «f 
the Corinthian order in Solomon's palaoa, vili» ▼, 8 1 ia 
Herod's temple. War, v, v, 8. 

Commandments written upon two tables, Antiq. Bi, v, 4 ; 
written by the hand of God, sect 8 ; not to ianve their 
rvrj words published, sect 4. 

Conquests easier gotten than maintained, Antiq. Yiii, iv, 4 

Conscience of good actions is safer to be relied on, than en 
the concealment of evil ones, Antiq. ii, iv, 4. 

Conspiracy against Herod, Antiq. zv, viii, 3. ate. 

Convention of Aria at Ancyra, AnUq. zv, vi, S ; eonvenUcB 
at Jerusalem, Life, sect. iS. 

Coponius, procurator of Judea, Antiq. zriii, i, l ? c. d. 
sect 8; War, &. vtii, 1. 

Coracinus, a fish. War, iii, x, a 

Corbau, or secret treasure. War, II, ix, 4. 

Cores, or Korah, raise;! a sodiUon a^tiust Mosea, Antiq. 
iv, ii, 2; perishes with liis faction, c Ui, sect. X 

CorinUius, one of Herod's life-guards, Antiq. zvii, iii, 8; 
an Arabian by birth. War. i. xxix, 3. 

Cornelius Fauslus, sou of S^lla, Antiq. ziv, ir, 4; War, i, 
vii. A. 

Cornelius the brother of Longus, War, vi, Iii, 8. 

Corus, a Jewish measure of 10 Attic medhnni, Antiq. iii, 
XV, 3. 

Costobarus, an Idumean, SakHne's husband, Antio. zv, 
viii, 9. 

Costobarus, a ringleader of the robbers, Antiq. xz, ix, 4. 

Cotyhis, or Zeno, Antiq. xiii. viii, 1 ; War, i, ii, 4. 

Cotys, king of Lesser Armenia, Antiq. xix. viil, I. 

Cow, the red cow for purification. Antiq. iv, iv, «. 

Cosbi, a Midianitish woman. Antiq. iv, vi, 10. 

Cose, or Koze, an idol of the Idumeons before tb^y tuned 
Jews, Antiq. xv, vii, 9l 

Crassus, governor of the east, succeeds Gabinus, Aatlq. 
xiv, ri, 4 ; arrives In Judea and i^unden the t«mpl^ J 
its treasures, c. vii, sect 1 ; War, i, viii, 8; poislies ta 
an expedition against the Parthians, ib. 

Creation of the worid, AnUq. i, ii, 1. 

Crimes are encoura^^ed by indulgence to those that eommi 
them. AnUq. vi, vti, 4. 

Crown, or mitre of the high-priest, Antiq. iU, tH, 7. 

Comanus, procurator of Judea, AnUq. xx, ▼, 8 : War, ii, 
xii, I. 

Curses denounced fkom mount Bbal, Antiq. ir, viU, 44; 
and V, i, 19. 
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Cuspius Fadas, procorator of Jadea, Antlq. xt, xi, 4 ; and 

xix, Iv, S; XX. i» Jfc ; War, u, xi, 6. 
Customs, or taxes of S>-ria, Phcenida, Judea, andSamar{a» 

8(NK) talents, Antiq. xU, iv, 4. 
C>Fro8i king Agrippa's wife. War, ii, xi, 6. 
Cvi)ro3» Antipater senior's wife, by whom tie had four chil- 

<iren, Antiq. xiv, vii, 3 ; War, i, vUi, 9. 
C.vnros, Antipater's daughter by Cypros, AuUq. xvlii, v, 4 ; 

uiarried to Alexas Seldas, ib. 
Cvpros, Herod's daughter, mAitied to Antipater, Salome's 

son, Antiq. xviiL v, 5. 
Cypros, daughter of Phosaelus and Salampsto, married to 

Agrippa senior, Antiq. xviii, t, 4 ; c. vl. sect. 2, 3. 
Cyreneus, orQuirinius, Autiq. xvii, xiii, 5; and xviii, I, 1 ; 

War, vii. viii, 1. 
C^reneaus derived from the Lacedemonians, War, li, xvi, 4. 
Cyprus, liing of Pernia, Antiq. x, xi, 2, &c. ; purposes to 

rebuild tlie Jewish temple, xi. i, 1, &c; releases the Jews 

from their captivity by an edict, sect. 2, 3; his death, c. 

ii, sect. 1. 
Cyrus, the son of Xerxes, called by the Greeks Artaxerxes, 

made Idng, Antiq. xi, vi, 1, &c; his letter rescinding the 

edict of liaman, sect. 12. 

Demons, War, vl, vl, 3. 

Diigon, the god of Ashdod, Antiq. vi, 1 ; his temple bunt, 
xiii, iv, 4. 

Damascene colonies transported into Higher Media, Antiq. 
ix, xU, 3. 

Damascus taken by Tiglathphileser, Antiq. ix, xU, 3 ; taken 
by the Romans, xiv, ii, 3. 

Dan built by the Daniles, Antiq. v, ill, I. 

Dnuaus, or Ilermeus king of Egypt, Against Apion, 1, 
sect. 26. 

Daniel the prophet, Antiq. x. x, 1, he; is castrated with 
his companions, ib. ; tlieir austerity of life, sect. 2 ; Da- 
niel foretells the times of future events, ib. ; tolls Nebu- 
chadnexxar his dream, and interprets it to him, sect. 3, 
4 : is lionoured for it, sect. 5 ; his companions are cast 
iuto a tieiy furnace, ib.; Duniel explains the hand<writing 
npon the wall, c xi, sect. 2 ; is carried into Media by 
Darius, sect. 4 ; is made one of the presidents of the king- 
dom, ib.; a conspiracy against him, sect. 6, G; is thrown 
Into the lion's den, tfect. 6 ; builds a tower at Ecbatana, 
sect. 7 : the manner and certainty of his prophecies, ib. ; 
his vision of the ram and the he-goat, ib. ; his prophecy 
of the destruction of the Jews by the Romans, ib ; df 
the profanation of the temple by Antlochus Epiphanes, 
xii. vii, 6. 

Danda, Antiq TiU, U, S. 

Darius, the son of Astyges, called by another name among 
the Greeks, Antiq. x, xi, 2, 4. 

Darius, the son of Hystaspes, made king, Antiq. xi. Hi, 1 ; 
makes a splendid entertainmont. sect. 2 ; proposes ques- 
tions to be resolved, ib. ; his letters in favour of Zeroba- 
bel, for rebuilding the temple, sect. R ; has Cyrus's re- 
cords searched about that temple, Autiq. xi, iv. 6 ; gives 
orders about its rebuilding, ib. ; his edict against the Sa- 
maritans, sect. 9. 

Dathan, Antiq. iv, U, 1. 

David's genealogy, Antiq. r, ix, 4 ; Is anointed by Samuel, 
vi, viii, 1; plays upon the harp before Saul, sect. 2; 
fights Goliath, vi, ix, 10 ; c. xi, sect 4 : his and Joua- 
ttian'i friendship, c. xi, sect. 1,6, &e. ; is reconciled to 
Said by Jonathan, sect. 2 ; is in danger of being killed by 
Saul, sect 3; his flight, vi, xU, 1 ; c. xiii, sect. 10; he 
spares Saul's life twice, c xiii, sect. 4, 2 ; promises to 
aitsist the king of Gath, c xiv, sect. 1 ; pursues after the 
Amalekites. and puts them to flight, sect. 6 ; nuikes a 
funeral oration for Saul and Jonathan, vii, i, 1 ; is made 
king of Judab, sect. 2 ; and of tlie laraeUtes, vii, U, 2 ; 
tak«s Jerusalem, c iii. sect 1 ; casts the Jebusites oat of 
it, sect. 2 ; marries several wives, and begets eleven chil- 
dren, sect 3 ; conquers the rhiUstinas, c. iv, sect 1 ; has 
the ark carried to Jerusalem, sect 2 ; is reproached by 
Mlchal, sect 3 ; purposes to build the temple, sect 4 ; 
his Tkstories, c. r, sect 1 ; his liberality to Mephibosheth, 
sect fi ; he falls in love with Bathsheba, c. vii, sect 1 ; 
causes Uriah to be slain, ib. ; marries Bathsheba, vii, 
vii, 1 ; is reproved for aU by Nathan the prophet, c vii, 
sect 3 ; his son by Bathsheba dies, sect 4 ; he mourns 
for Absalom's death, c. x, sect 5 ; orders the people to 
be numbered, c. xiii, sect. 1 ; chooses the pestilence ra- 
ther than famine or the sword, sect 2 ; makes great pre- 
parations for the building of the temple, c. xiv, sect 1 ; 
exhorts Solomon to build it, sect. 2. 9 ; divides the priests 
into twenty -four courses, sect 7 ; be dies, e. xv, sect 2 ; 
is buried with great pomp, 'sect. 3 ; the truasures hidden 
in his monument, ib. xiii, viii, 4; and xvl, vii, 1 ; War, 
i, U. fi. 

Day unusually lengthened, Antiq. v, 1, 17. 



Debora. Antiq. v, t, & 

Deceased , what care was taken of them by the Jews, Against 
Apion, ii, sect 86. 

Decrees of the Romans, J^e. in fevour of the Jews, Antiq. 
xiv, vUi, 5 ; c. x, sect 2. 3. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 18, 13, 14, 
15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26. 

Dedan, Antiq. i, vi, 2. 

DeUius the wicked, Antiq. xiv, xr, 1 ; and zv, U, 6; War, 
i. XV, 3. 

Deluge, Antiq. i, iii, 3, && 

Demetrius, alabarch at Alexandria, Antiq. xx, vll, S. 

Demetrius, the son of Demetrius, joins with Jonathan and 
Ptolemy his fother-in-law, and conquers Alexander, An- 
Uq. xiii, iv, 7. 8 ; called Nicator, sect 9 ; his letter in 
favour of the Jews, ib. ; ia hated by Antiodius, c. v, sect 
3 ; breaks friendship with Jonathan, ib. ; toconquenMi by 
Antiochus, and- tiies into Cilida, sect 4 ; is made pri- 
soner by Arsaces, and released, sect 11 ; Trypho rebeli 
against hfan, c. vii. sect I ; is hated by the army, e. ix, 
sect 3 ; is defeated, and flies in vain to Cleopatra his 
wife. Ib. ; goes thence to Tyre, is made prisoner and 
dies. ib. 

Demetrius Eurerus. fourth son of Antlochus Giypos, is 
made king of Syria, Damascena, Antiq. xiii, xiii, 4 ; his 
assistance desired by the Jews, sect S ; he makes war 
upon Alexander, and conquers him, c. xiv, sect 1 ; War, 
i, iv, 4, 5 ; he makes war with his brother Philip, is 
carried prisoner into Parthia, and diet there, Antiq. xiii, 
xiv, 3. 

Demetrius of Gadara, Pompey*s freed-man, obtains the rs- 
buLding of tlu&t city, Antiq. xiv. 4. 

Demetrius Phalcreus, beeper of the Alexandrian librazy, 
Antiq. xii, ii. 1 ; Against Apion, ii, sect. 4; his petition 
to king Pbiladelphus, Antiq. xii, ii, 3 ; he places th« 
seveuty-two interpreters near the sea-side, sect 2. 

Dfrmctrius Sotcr, son of Bcleucus, made king of Syria* 
Antiq. xii, x, 1; puts king Antiochus to death, ib.; 
sends Bacchldes and Nicanor against the Jews, sect 2, 
4 ; his character, xiii, ii, I ; his letter to Jonathan, sect 
3 ; is kUled in the war against Alexander, sect 4. 

Demoteless, Antiq. xiii. v, 8. 

Diana's temple at Elymals and Persia, Antiq. xii, Ix, 1 ; 
Diana's temple in Eg>-pt, xiii, iii, 1. 

Dido, queen of the Tyrians, Against Apion, i, sect I& 

Diklath, Antiq. i, vl, 4. 

Dinah, Jacob's daughter, Antiq. i, xxi, 1. 

Dioclerus, Aniiq. viii, ii, 3. 

Diodorus, son of Jason, Autiq. xIO, ix. 2. 

Diodorus, or Trypho, Antiq. xiii, v, 1. 

Dionysius, tyrant of Tripoli, Antiq. xiv, iU, 2. 

Diophantus, a forger of letters, Antiq. xvi, x, 4. 

Divorce, what are the causes of it, Antiq. iv, viii, 23 ; whe- 
ther it be lawful for a wife to send a bill of divorce to 
her husband, Antiq. xv, viii, 10. 

Docg, the Syrian, Antlq. vi, xii, 4. 

Doit's, it is not natural for them to devour the bones with 
the flesh, Autiq. xi, iv, 9. 

Dolabella's letter to the Ephesians in favour of the Jews, 
Antiq. xiv, x, 12. 

Dolesus, War, iv, vii, 2. 

Domitia kind to Josephus, Life, sect 7A. 

Domitian, the son of Vespasian, is made regent in his fii- 
ther's absence, War, iv, xi, 4 ; (s kind to Josephus, Life, 
sect. 75 ; his expedition a^nst the Germans, War, vii, 

■ iv, 2. 

Domitius Sabinus, War, v, viii, 1. 

Doris, Herod's iLrst wife, Antiq. xiv, xii, 1 ; is mother of 
Antipatiir, ib. xvU, i, 3 ; War, i, xxviU, 4 ; is expeUod 
the court, i, xxx, 4. 

Dorians erect Caesar's statue in a Jewish synagogue, Antiq. 
xix, vi, 3; Petronius's edict against them, ib. 

Dorotheus, Antiq. xii, il, 11. 

Dortus, Antiq. xx, vi, 2. 

Dosiiheus, a Jew, his perfidiousness. Antiq. xv, vi, 3. 

Dositheus, a general of the Jews, Against Apion, h, sect 5. 

Dove sent out of the ark, Antiq. i, iii, 5. 

Draco's laws. Against Apion, i, sect 4. 

Drusilla, daughter of Agrippa senior, by Cypros, Antiq. 
xxiil, V, 4 ; married to Axizua, king of Emesa, xx, vii, 
1 ; afterwards to FeUx, procurator of Judea, sect 2. 

Drusus her brother, Autiq. xvUi, v, 4. 

Drusus, broUier of Tiberius, Antiq. xviii, vi, 8. 

Duration of the Jewish law, Against Apion, U, sect 31. 



Eagle, golden eagle pulled down fh)m the fkont of the tem- 
ple, Antlq. xvii, vi, 3 ; holding a dragon in his claws la 
the seal of the Lacedemonians, xii, iv, 10. 

Earthquake, wherein the followers of Dathan and Abinun 
weru swallowed up, Antiq. iv, iii. 1. 

Earthquake, a very (jreat one in Judua, Antiq. xv, v, S. 
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Bating th* liaew ppon Um hip, wbj wfmed by the Jewi, 

Afitiq, 1. XX, 2. 
Gbal, Infelq. i, vf, 4. 
Bmii, David's son, AaUq. vfi, Ui, 3. 
BbuUiu, adeeiirloii,War. iii, tU, 3; alaln In batUe, W, i, A. 
Bcllpw of the moon. Antiq. xvii, tI, 4. 
Eenibaluit'king of Tyre, Agi^^'^ Apion, I, sect. 21. 
Clglon, IdDg of Moab oppreeset the lanelltet, Antiq. t, iv, 

1 ; it mada a Judge, ib. 
Blab sneeeeds fiaaaba in the kingdom of Israel, Antiq. vlii, 

zU, 4. 
Elam, Antiq. i. vl. 4. 
Bleanah, or Elkauab, Antiq. Ix, xli, 1. 
Elcanuh, or EUunah, Samuul's father, Antiq. ▼, x, S. 
Kldoa. the high-priest, Antiq. x, tIU, 8. 
IBleaxar'a house, Antiq. vii« xv, 7. 
Eleasor's commendation. War, v, yi, 1. - 
Elaaar, the son of Aaron, Antiq. til, viii, 1. 
Eleaaar, the ion of Ananias, hlgh«pricst, Antiq. zriii, ii, 

9; War, U, xvii. S. 
Eleaiar, the son of Dineus, Antiq. xz, vl, 1 ; c. Tiil, sect. 

5; War. ii. xU, 4. 
Eleasar, the son of Dodo, Antiq. vU, zii, 4. 
Eleazar east out a demon, Antiq Tiii, ii, 4. 
Eleazar, brother of Joaiar, made high-priest, Antiq. xtUI, 

xiii. 1 ; deprived, ib. 
Eleaxar, brother of Judas Maccabeua, oaUed Aumn, Antiq. 

xti, Ti, 1 ; c iz, sect. 4 ; is crushed to death by an ela- 

phant. ib. ; War, i, i. 6. 
Eleikiar, a ringleader of the robbers. Antiq. xx, i, 1 ; War, 

vii, viii, 1 ; is talten prisouer and sent to Rome, Antiq. 

xz. viU, 6 ;. War, ii, xiii, 2. 
Eleazar, of Maaada's speech to his garrison, War, vii, 

viii, 6. 
Eleazar, the son of Moses, Antiq. ii, xiii, 1. 
Bleaar, the high priest in the days of Joshua, Antiq. iv, 

iv, 7{ he dies, v, i, 29. 
E'-'aznr, the high-priest in the days oF Philadtiphus. Antiq. 

Pref. sect 3; and zii, ii, 4; and zvii, ziii, I ; hU letter 

to PhiUuielphus. xii, it, 7 : he dies, c iv, secu 1. 
Eleazar, treasurer of the temple, Antiq. ziv, vii, 1. 
Eleasar, the son of Sameas' valour. War, ill, vii, 21. 
Elea'ar, the son of Simon, War, ii, zz, 3; and iv, iv, I ; 

and V, i, 2; c iii, sect. F; and vi, iv, I. 
Eleasar, the companion of Simon, dies, War, iv, ix, 5. 
Eleasar, oomuiaudar of the tample, Antiq. sx, ix, 3; War, 

ii, xvii, 2. 
Eleasar taken prisoner by Rnfus, War, vii, vl, 4. 
Eleutheri, hordemea so called. War, i, ziii, i. 
Blhanan, Autiq. vii, xii, 2. 
£U the high priest, Antiq. viii, i, 3; Is Judge in Israel after 

Samson, Autiq v, ix, 1 ; his profligate sons, c. z, sect. I. 
Eliakim, Antiq. z, i, S. 
Biiashib, the high-priest, Antiq. xi, v, 4, dM.; diea, c. vii, 

sect. 1. 
BUea, David*s son, Antiq. vii, Iii, S. 
ElUah the prophet, Antiq. viii, xiii. 2. Ac. ; his miracles 

wrought for the widow of Sarepta, ib. ; he presents him< 

self to Ahab, sect. 4 ; foretells rain, ib. ; the false pro- 

|>h«ts an killed by his order, sect. 6 : calls for fire from 

heaven, iz, ii, 1 ; is taken up, sect. 2 ; his letter to king 

Jehonun, c. v, sect. 2. 
Elimelech, Antiq. v, Ix, 1. 
Etioneus, the sou of Conihurua, Is made high-priest, Antiq. 

ziz, %iii, 1. 
EUphale, or Eliphelet, David's son, Antiq. vii, iii, 3. 
Elisa, Antiq. i. vi, 1. 
EUsha, the prophet, the son of Bhaphat, Antiq. viii, ziii, 

7; and ix, ii, 2; c. iU, sect. 1 ; his miracles, i, x, iv, I, 

&C.: his death and eulogium, o. viii, sect. G; his cure of 

the barren fountain. War, iv. viii, 3. 
Elkanah, or Rlcanah, Antiq. ix, xii, 1. 
Etkanah, or Elcaaoh, Samuel's lather, Antiq. v, x, 2. 
Elmodad, Antiq. i, vi, 4. 
Eton succeeds Ibson as Judge, Antiq. v, vii, 14. 
BIpis, Herod's wife, Antiq xvii, i, 3 ; War. i, xxvUI, 4. 



KUiemos, general of the Arabians, War, I, xix, & 
Elttleus, king of the Tyrians, Antiq. i, xiv. 2. 
Rmmos, David's son, Autiq. vii, iii. 




Bonaphen. David'k son, Antiq. vii, Ui, 3. 

Enemies, when oonquered, may be lawfully killed, Antiq. 

ix, iv, 3. 
Enoch, Antiq 1, U, 2 ; e. HI, sect. 2. 
Enoch and El^ah translated, Antiq. ix, H, 2. 
Enos, the son of Beth, Antiq. 1, iU, 2. 
Ensigns of tha Romans, with Cesar's image, Antiq. xvUi, 

ill, 2; saerlfloas oflTered to them. War, vi, vi, 1. 
Bpaphroditns, his character, Autiq. PreL sect. 2 ; a great 

friend of Josephus, Life, sect. 76. 
Bpliexians, their decree In favour of the Jewa, Antiq. xiv, 

X, 25w 



Bphod, Antiq. ill, vU, & 

Epicrates, AnUq. ziii, z, 2, X 

Epicureans, their error oonoeniing pravidoiee 
Antiq. X, xi, 7- 

Bpiphanes, the son of Antiochos, king of 
Antiq. xix, Ix, 1. 

Epistle of Jonathan the high-priest to the 1 
Antiq. xiii, v, 8; of Philadelphas for freeing the captive 
Jewa, Antiq. zii, tt, 3 ; to Eleasar the high-priest. eecL 
4; of Solomon, and Ilinm king of the Tyriaaa, vni, ii, 
6, 7 ; of Xerzes to Edras, xi, v. 1 ; of Artazerzea to the 
governors near Judea, e. vl, sect. 12; of Antiochtis the 
Great, to Ptolemy Eplphanes, zii, Ui. 3 ; of the Samari- 
tans to Antioehus Theus, c v, sect. 5 ; of Alexander Ba- 
bis to Jonathan, xiU. U, 2 ; of Oniaa to Ptolemy asd 
Cleopatra, a iii, sect. 1 ; of Demetrius to Jonathn aad 
the Jewa, c lit, sect. 1 ; of Danetrius to Jonathan acd 
the Jews, c. Iv, aect. 9 ; of Julius Cesar to the Bocaa 
magiatratea. xiv, x, 2, &c. ; of Mark AntoDy to the Ty- 
rians, c. xii, sect 4. 

Eaaiah the prophet, Antiq. ix, xiii, 3; and z, i, 3» 4 ; c k. 
sect. 1, 2; his eulogium. sect. 2; hisprophiBCjeoBaaBiat 
the Assyrians, x. xiv ; concerning Qyrus, 210 years b^m 
Ills reign, xi, i, 2 ; the same read by Cyras, lb ; his pr»- 
phecy oonoeniing the temple of Onias, War, vii, z, & 

Esau, or Edom, Antiq. U, i, 1 ; his birth, i, xviU. 1. 

Escol, Antiq. i, x, 2. 

EaJras, Antiq vi, v, 1, &c ; his grief for the foreign mar- ^ 
riages, sect. 3 ; he reads the law of Mosea to the peqria. ' 
sect. 5 ; he dies, ib. 

Essen, or high-priest's breast-plate, Antiq Iii, viii, S; ^Hm 
its shining ceased, sect. 9. 

Essena honoured by Herod, Antiq. xv, z, 5 ; •■« affsinA 
swearing, War, Ii, viii, 6 ; their manners, ritse, and doc> 
trines described, Antiq. xiii, v, 9 ; and xviii/ i, 5 ; War. 
ii. viii, 2. \e. ; they abstain trom anolntiag tbensdva 
witii oil, sect 3 ; Uielr diligence fan rending tbeir sacral 
books, sect. 6 ; Simon the Eisea an intcfpreter of draaaa. 
Antiq. xvii, zlU. 3. 

Esther, Antiq. zi, vi, 2; is married to the Uvg. iK; b 
concerned for the Jewa, aect. 7, Ac ; iavitea theUqg and 
llaman to an entertainment, sect 9 

Ethan, Antiq. viii, U, & 

Blhbaal. or lUiobalus, king of Tyie, Antiq. tII1« jdSk, 1, 2; 
Against Apion, i, sect lu, 21. 

EUii, or Ittai the Qittito. Antiq. vH, iz, S. 

Ethnareb. (Simon), Antiq. ziii, vi, 6; 
dated, ib. 

Btimareh, (Aichelaus), Antiq. zvii, zl, 4 ; War. II, vi. X 

Euaitus Cous, Antiq. zri, z, 2 ; War, i, xxvi. <. 

Eoaristis Amntius, Antiq. xix, i, 10. 

Eve abated, Antiq. I, i, 2; her lUl, sect 4. 

Eri, king of the aUdlanites, Axitiq. iv, vii. I. 

Bvil-Merodaoh, Antiq. x. zi, 2; Against Apion, U aeet SSl 

Ettodus, freed-man of Tiberias, Antiq. zviii, vi, 8. 

Eupolemus' son John, Antiq. zii, z, G. 

Eurycles slanders the aona of Herod, Antiq. xS, x. 6; 
War, i, zzri, 1, &&; he returns to his own oooiiizy, 
sect 4. 

Butychus, Agrippa'k freed-man and charioteer, Anti«.zvia, 
vi, fi. . 

Butychus, Caiua Ccsart coachman. Antiq. zlz, iv, 4. 

Exempt ttom military service, who, Autiq. iv, viU, 41. 

Ezorciams, or forms of casting out duuuna, co m yoaed by 
Solomon, Antiq. viii, 2, «. 

Ezecliiaa, a ringleader for the robben, Antiq. xiv, Iz. 2. 

Ezekiel the prophet, Antiq. x. v, 1 ; c via, eect 2 ; is car- 
ried captive into Babylon, c vi, sect 3 ; his prophecy 
coneei-ning the destruction of the Jews, c vU, s«ci. :i: 
his prophecy reconciled to that of Jeremiah, ib. 

Fabatua, Cseaar'a semmt, Antiq. xvii, IU, 2 ; Herod's atew- 

ard. War, i. xxlx, 3. 
Fabius, governor of Damascus, Antiq. xiv, xl, 7 • VTar. I, 

zii, 1. 
Fabinus, a centurion, Antiq. ziv, Iv, 4; War, i, zK, I. 
Factions, three in Jerusalem, Antiq. v, i, 4. 
Fadus (Cuspius), procurator of Judea, Antiq. xv, xi. 4: 

and zix, iz, 2 ; and zz, 1, && ; War, ii. zl. 6. 
Famine in Judea in the 13th year of Herod'k reign, Antif. 

XV, ix, 1 ; another in the reign of Chuidiua, iii. xv. 3: 

and zx. ii, G ; c. v, sect 2 ; a dismal fhmine In J«rasa- 

lem, War, v, x, 2; e. zU, sect 3, vl, 3; for Saul's crm- 

elty to the GIbeonitea, Antiq. viU, zU, 1 ; at Samaria. 

ziii, z, 2 : iiunine and pestilence, two of the graa:at 

evils, z, vii, 4. 
Fannius, the consul's decree in favour of the Jewt, Antiq 

ziv, z, lA. 
Fannius, a Roman pnetor, Antiq. zitt, Ix, 10. 
Fast, observed at Jentoalein, Antiq xiv, zvi : on the day , 
I on which Pompey took Jeruntem, ib. e. iv, aeot 4. 
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Faie uiftToidable, Antiq. vHi, xv, 6 ; War, v, xiii, 7: and 
Ti, 1» 8 ; c. li, sect. 1, c ir, sect. 8, and c. v, sect. 4. 

Feast of unleavened bread. See passover. Guests placed 
at feasts according to their condition, Antiq. xU, iv, 9 ; 
funeral feasts among the Jews, War, U, i, 1. 

Felicity too great, the cause of many evils, Antiq. viii, x, 7* 

Felix, Antiq. *xiv, xi, 7 ; War, i, xii, 1 ; brother of Pallas, 
and procurator of Judea, Antiq. xz, vii. 1 ; c viil, sect. 
5; War, ii, xil, 8; c. ziii, sect 7; be punishes the mu- 
tineers, Antiq. xx, yiil, 7 ; ia accused at Rome, sect. 9. 

FestiTals of the Hebrews, Antiq. ill, x, 1, Ac ; three great 
ones, ib. xxUi, !▼, 3 ; at those festivals Roman guards 
were posted at the temple. War, il, xii, I ; immunity 
granted them at those festivals by Demetrius Soter, An- 
tiq. xiii, ii, 3 ; celebrated by the Jews in shining gar- 
ments, c xi, sect 1 ; and on them did no manner of 
work, iii, X, 6 ; celebrated by the Gentiles in idleness 
and pleasure, i, xxi, I ; no mourning among the Jews at 
such times, xi, ▼, 6 ; nor did they then travel far, xiii, 
viii, 4 ; Egj-ptian women appeared at such times in pub- 
lic, 11, iv, 3 ; wood carried on a festival day for the altar. 
War, U, xvii, 6 ; festival at dedicaUon of the temple by 
Judas Maccabeus, Antiq. xii, vii, 7. 

Festus (Porcius), procurator of Judea, Antiq. xx, viii, 9; 
he dies, c. ix, sect 1. 

FJaccus (Norbauus), proconsul, Antiq. zvi, vi ; president 
of Syria, xviii, vi, 2. 

Flesh of horses, mules, && forbidden to be brought within 
tlie waUs of Jerusalem, Antiq. xii, iii, 4. 

Fli«8 (the god of), L e. Beelzebub, the god of Ekron, An- 
Uq. iz, if, 1. 

Floras (Gessius), procurator of Judea, Antiq. zviii, 1,6; 
and xi, xix, 2; and xx, ix, 5 ; is tlie cftuse of the Jewish 
war, e. zi, sect 1, Life, sect. 6 ; War, ii, ziv, 3, 6; c 
XV, sect 1, &C. i he is derided by the people, ii, xiv, 6 ; 
he plttuders the city, sect. 9 ; he calumniates the Jews 
before Cestius, War, il, xvi. 1. 

Fonteius Agrippa, killed by the Scythians, War, vil, Iv, 3. 

Fountain near Jericho, War. iv, viii, 3 ; is cured by JBlisha, 
ib. ; its wonderful virtue, lb. 

Friends never free from envy, Antiq. vi, iv, 3. 

Frigius (Titus), War, vi, iv, 3. 

Fronto, War, vi, iv, 3. 

Fulvia, a lady defrauded of ber money by a Jew, Antiq. 
xviii, Ui, A. 

Furius, a eentnrion, Antiq. ziv, iv, 4 ; War, i, vii, 4. 

Gaal, protects the Shediemites against Abimelech, Antiq. 

T, vil, 3. 
Gaam, Antiq. i, vl, 5. 
Gabris, or Gabares, Antiq. viii, ii, 3. 
Gabinus, Antiq. xiv, ly, 2; c. iv, sect. 1, War, i, vi, ft ; 

is made president of Syria, Antiq. xiv« v, 2 : War, 1, 

viU, 2. 
Gad, the prophet, Antiq. vil, xiU, 2, &c. 
Gadara, taken by Vespasian, War, iv, vU, 3; the Gada- 

reus made prisoners, and killed, Ui, vii, 1. 
Gaddis (John), Antiq. ziii, i, 2. 
Galadens, their queen Laodice, Antiq. ziii, xill, 4. 
Galba, Antiq. xviU, (i, 9; suceuds Neru, War, iv, ix, 2; 

is murdered in a conspiracy, ib. 
Galilee, comes all under the Roman dominion, War, iv, i, 

I : c. 2, sect 3. 
Galli, eunuchs so called, Antiq. Iv, viii, 40. 
GaUicanus, War, iii, viii, 1. 
GaUus (iElius), Aiitiq. xv, ix, 3. 
Callus (CesUus), president of Syria, Life, sect 4 ; War, li, 

xiv, 3. 
Gallus, a centurion, War, iv, i, 5. 
GaUus (Rubrius), War, vii, iv, 3. 
Gamala besieged. War, iv, i, I, &c. 
Games of the circus, Autiq. xiz, 1, 4 ; Olympie games re- 
stored by Herod, zvi, v. 3; Casarean games instituted 

by Herod, xv, viii, 1 ; and xvi, v, i, 1 ; War, i, xxi, 8; 

ordained by Titus on the birth -days of his father and 

brother, vu, iii, I. 
Oerizzlm, its temple demolished, Antiq. xiii, xiii, 3. 
Gauls, War, ii, zvi, 4 ; possess at home the source of hap- 
piness, lb. ; became Herod's life-guards, i, xx, 3. 
Gaza taken and demolished, Antiq. ziii, ziii, 3. 
Ciazeans grievously punished by Jonathan, Antiq. ziii, v, 6 
Gumellus (Tiberius), Autiq. zviit, vi, 8. 
Gamellus, Herod's friend, ezpdled his court, Antiq. xvi, 

viii, 3. 
Gentile gods, not to be derided, in the opinion of Josephus, 

AnUq. iv, viii, 10 ; Against Apion, ii. sect 34 
Geometry, invented by the long-lived patriarchs, Antiq. i, 

iii, 9. 
Oera, the father of Ehud, Antiq. v, iv, 2. 
Oerastimtos, king of the Tyrians, AgiOnst Aplon, i, sect 

21. 



Germanicns' house, Antiq. xix, i, 16 ; the father of Cains, 
xvii, vi, 8 ; Is sent into the east, c il, sect 5 ; is poison- 
ed by Piso, ib. 

Germans described. War, ii, xvi, 4 ; are enslaved by the 
Romans, vi, vi, 2; they mutiny, vii, iv, 2 ; a German's 
predictions concerning Agrippa, Antiq. xviii, vi, 7 * Ger- 
man guard, xiz, 1, I. 

Gessius Florus, procurator of Judea. See Florus above. 

Gether, Antiq. i, vi, 4. 

Giantn, Antiq. v, ii. 3; and vii, xii, 1, ^e. ; their remains 
in Hebron, Antiq. iii, ziv, 3 ; and v, iL 

Gibeah, Its mhabltants guilty of a rape, Antiq. v, ii, 8; 
Antiq. v, i, 16; their fraud detected and punished, lb., 
they are satisfied for the attempt of Saul to slay them, 
vU, zii, 1. 

Oibeon's stratagem, Antiq. v, vi. ft ; he dies, sect 7* 

Glaphyn, daugtiter of Arohelfus, king of Cappadocia, is 
married to Alexander the son of Herod, Antiq. xvi, i, 2; 
e. vii, sect 2 ; her enmity with Salome, c i, sect. 2, &c. ; 
War, i, zxiv, 2, &c. ; her pride, ib. : her lamentation 
when her husband was put in chains, Antiq. zvi, z, 7 ; 
she is sent back a widow to her father, xvii, i, 1 ; she is 
afterwards manled to Juba, king of Libya, and after- 
wards to Archelaas, ethnaroh of Judea, c. xiii, sect 4 ; 
her dream, and death, ib. • 

Qod, (the true God), his presence in the tabernacle, An- 
tiq. lU, viU, ft; his wisdom, and that he cannot be bribed, 
c xi, sect 3 ; his merey only obtained by religion, v, i, 
28; his forelmowledge, and that his decrees cannot be 
avoided, iv, iii, 2; his will is irreeisUUe, U, ix, 2; with- 
out his will nothing can happen, e vi, sect. 6 ; his pro- 
vidence asserted a^dnst the Epicureans, z, zi, 7 ; that 
nothhug is concealed ihmi him. ii, iii, 1 ; it is dangerous 
to disob^ him, vi, vU, 2 ; whether it is easier to serve 
God or man f viii, z, 3 ; he uses beasts to punish the 
wicked, z, zl, 6 ; judged to be only the god of the hills 
by the Syrians, viii, ziv, 3 ; is not to be imposed on by 
the wicked, Iv, vlU, 38; deUghta not in saioifioes. but in 
good men, vi, vii. 4 ; is called on in time of danger; by 
even bad men, zvii, v, 6 ; foretdls futurities, that men 
may provide against them, ii, y, 6; afibrds assistance 
only when the case is desperate, c. zv, sect A ; delights 
in those that promote his worship, zvi, U, 4 ; discovers 
his Inefiable name to Moses, ii, xii, 4 ; is by nature mer- 
cifiU to the poor, Iv, viii, 26 ; is omnipresent, ii, iii, 1 ; 
and vi, xi. 1 ; his bounty the cause of all men's happi- 
ness, iv, viU, 8. 

Gods, (false gods) of Laban stolen, Antiq. i, xix, 9, &e. ; 
of Cutlia in Persia, brought to Samaria, ix, ziv, 3 ; uf 
the conquered Amalekites, worshipped by Amaziah, c ix, 
sect. 2 ; of the heathen not to be cursed or blaq>hemed, 
in the opinion of Josephus, iv, viU, 10; Against Apiou, 
ii, sect 24 ; Beelzebub, the god of tties at Ekron, Antiq. 
ix, ii. 1. 
Goliath of Gath, a giant, Antiq. vi, ix, 1, &c ; challenges 
the Jews to a single combat, ib. ; is slain by David, 

Gomer, and Gomerites, Antiq. vl, L 

Goigias, governor of Jamnia, is put to flight, Antiq. zii, 
vii. 4 ; has better success afterwards, c viii, sect 6. 

Oorion the son of Josephus, and Simeon the son of Gama- 
liel, ezhort the people to attack the mutineers, Antiq. iv, 
iii, 9 ; is put to death, c vi, sect 1. 

Gratus, procurator of Judea, Antiq. zviil, vl, ft; puts 
Simon, Herod's old slave, to death, zvii, iv, 6; mouu 
Varus coming to Jerusalem, War. 11, v, 2; one Gruius 
discovers Claudius, and brings hhxi oat to be emperor, 
Antiq. xix, Ui, 1. 

Greeks called old nations by names of their own, Antiq. 
i, V, and put the Hebrew names into their own form, 
c vl. 

Guards pbiced about the temple by the Romans, Antiq. 
zz, V, 3. 



Hadad, Ung of B^tIa, Antiq. vii, v, 2, dee. 

Hadad, or Hadar, an Edomite, becomes Solomon's enemy, 
Antiq. viii, vU, & 

Hadadeaer, or Hadarezer, king of Sophane, or Zobah, An- 
tiq. viii, vii, 6. 

Hagar, and Ishmael, are sent away by Abraham, Antiq. i, 
xiii, 3. 

Unggai. a prophet after the captivity, Antiq. xl. Iv, A, 7 ; 
he and Zechariah encouraged the Jews to rebuild their 
temple, ib. 

Oaggith, David's wife, Antiq. vii, xiv, 4. 

liHUcamasseans* decree iu favour of the Jews, Antiq. ziv, 
z. 23. 

Haman, an enemy of the Jews, Antiq. zi, vl, ft ; his edict 
against the Jews, ii, the name of Artaxerzes, sect 6 ; ht 
orders a gibbet to be erected for Mordecai, sect 10; if 
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obliged to honour Hordecai, fb. ; the ediet is eontrmdieted. 
Met. 18 ; he is hanged on his own gibbet, seet. 13. 

Banaah the wife of Elkanah, Antiq. v, z, 2. 

Bana, the father of Lot, Antiq. 1. vi. 5. 

Baran, or Chanan, a dty of Mesopotamia, Antiq. I, vi, fi. 

Barloti (common ones), e&daded firom marriaice, Antiq. ir, 
viU, 83. 

Hatadi, or Aenthens, Antiq. xl, Ti, 7* 

BaviJah, the son of Gush, Antiq. i, vi, S ; his country Ba- 
▼Uah, aect 4. 

Baiael, Idng of Syria, Antiq. viU, ziii, 7; «md is, iv, 6; 
he plunders Judea, c Tiii. sect 4 ; he dies, sect. 7* 

BaseimaTsth, Antiq. i, vi, 4. 

Baso, or Asau, Antiq. i, vi, A. 

Beber, Antiq. 1, vi, 4. 

Bebrews, twice carried captives beyond Euphrates, Antiq. 
z, ix, 7 ; thought by sonu to have come originally from 
Egypt, and not fh>m Chaldea, ii, vii, 4 ; not put to ser- 
vile labour, in the days of Solomon, viii, vi, 3; of those 
Bebrews that came to offer their sacrifices from beyond 
Euphrates, ill, xiv, 3 ; they have peculiar rules about 
meats and drinks, iv, vi, 8 ; they fight the Canaanites 
against Moses' order, c i, seet 1 ; ten tribes lived beyond 
Euphrates, and out of the bounds of the Roman empire, 
xi, V, S; Uieir 'language and character came near to the 
Syriae, xU, ii, 1 ; theit nouns have all the same formation 
and termination, i, vi, S ; they have but one temple and 
altar, iv, viii, 5 ; met at ShUoh thriee fai a ywr, v. ii, 
IS ; only the two tribes under the dominion of the Ro- 
mans, xi, V, 9; an unexampled sedition among them, 
iv, ii, 1 ; their wise men in the days of Solomon, viii, 
U, A. 

Becatontomaehi, Antiq. zlii, xli, 5. 

Beldas the areat, Antiq. xviU, viii, 4. 

Helcias, treasurer of the temple, Antiq. zx, vill, 11. 

Belena, queen of Adiabene, embraces the Jewish religion, 
Autiq. XX, ii, 1 ; goea to Jerusalem, aect 6 $ Is buried 
there, e. iv, sect 3L 

Bephisbah, Antiq. z, iii, 1. 

Bereulee' temple, Against Aplon, i, seet. 18. 

Berennius Capito, govemor of Jamnia, Antiq. zviii, vi, a 

Bermeus, or Danaus, Idng of Egypt, Against Apion, i, 

Berod, the son of Antipater, Antiq. xiv, vii, 3 ; War, i, 
viii, ; began to rule in Galilee in the 16th and [25th j 
year of his age, Antiq. zlv, ix, 2; puts Ezeidas and other 
robbers to death, ib. ; War, i, x, fi; being accused for it. 
be takes his trial, Antiq. zlv, ix, 3 ; makes his escape, 
sect 4 ; goes to Sextus Cesar, and is by him made go- 
vernor of Ccelesyria, sect A ; is in favour with Cassius, 
and the Romans, c. xi, sect 2, 1 ; made a governor of 
Syria by him, sect 4; War, i, zi, 4; puts MaUchus to 
death, sect 6 ; beats Antigonus out of Judea, Antiq. ziv, 
xil, 1 ; bribes Mark Antony, seet 2; is impeached by the 
Jews, but is notwithstanding made a totrareh by An- 
tony, c. ziii, sect 1 ; gets the better ot the Jews that 
oppose liim, seet 2; escapes the snarsa of the Par- 
thians, sect 6, 7 ; the aoddents of his flight, seet 8 1 
War, i, ziii, 7 ; goes to Egypt, and thence to Rhodes, 
and thence to Rome, Antiq. xiv, ziv, 2, 3 ; War, i, xiv, 
t, 3; made Idng by the Roman senate, at the desirs of 
Antonv, Antiq. ziv, ziv, 4 ; War, il, ziv, 4 ; sails back 
to Judea, and flgiits against Antigonus, Antiq. ziv, xv, 
I ; takes Joppa and besieges Jerusalem, sect i, 2 ; War, 
i, zv, 4 ; takes St'pphoris, Antiq. ziv, zv, 4 ; conquers 
his enemies, and the robbers of Judea, sect 4, 6 ; Joins 
his troops with Antony's at the siege of Samoeata, and is 
received there with great honour, sect 8, 9; is provi> 
deutially delivered from grsat dangers, sect 11, 13; de- 
feats Fa^ppus, seet 12; besieges Jerusalem, takes it, 
malces Antigonus prisoner, and sends him in chains to 
Antony, ziv, xvi, 1.4; War, i, zvil, 9, Ac. ; promotee 
hli friends, and destroys those of Antigonus, Antiq. zv, 
L ; marries the femous Mariumne, the daughter of Aluz- 
audra, c. U, sect 6 ; War, i, z\li, 8 ; complains of Alez- 
ai>dra his mother* in-law, Antiq. zv, ii, 7 ; causes his 
wife's brothvr. .iristobulus, to be cunningly drowned at 
Jericho, c. iii, sect 3; is summoned by Antony to take 
his trial for it, sect A; brings Antony over to his interest 
by bnbes, sect. 8 ; puts Joseph to death, sect 9 ; Is soli- 
uied to adultery by Cleopatra, c iv, seet 2 ; makes war 
ae^nst the Aruiiians by Antony's order, c. v, sect 1 ; 
War, i, ziz, 1, i^ic. ; his speech to the army in distrsss, 
after he had been beaten, Antiq. zv, 3 ; War, i, ziz, 7 ; 
he beats the Arabians in battte, Antiq. zv, v, 4 ; War, i, 
ziz, 6 ; he puts Byreanus to death, Antiq. zv, vi, 2 ; 
Berodt commentaries, sect 3; orders Mariamae to be 
put to death, if be himself come to an ill end, seet A ; 
his presence of mind before Augustus Cesar, sect tf ; he 
is conflnned in his kingdom by C«!sar, sect 7; War, i, 
XX, i, AiC. ; Lt eutertaius Caesar magnlficvutly, lb. ; he 



leoeives mors fkvoun tram Ccaar, and hastusdoatniosi 
enlarged. Antiq. zv, zl, 3; War, i, xz. 3; Iw poU lb- 
riamne his wife to death, Antiq. xv, rii. 4. 5; Wsr, i, 
xxii, A ; he is very uneasy at her death, Antiq it, fii, 
7 ; War, I, xxii, u ; he is afflicted withs kiod of mid' 
ness by divine vengeance, Antiq. xvii. vi, 5; Wsr, i, 
xxziii, A ; departs from the manners and coitoms of tbi 
Jews, Antiq. zv, viii, 1 ; builds theatres and ezhibitt 
shows to the people, ib. ; a conspiracy sgainst Urn. uxn 
3, &C. : builds a temple at Samaria, seet S; s pshce il 
Jerusalem, e. ix, sect 3 ; and a dtadd six farioiu;i fim 
Jerusalem, sect 4 ; relieves the people in s gnst lauiat, 
seet. 2; marries Simon's daughter, sect 3; hSi polic?. 
sect A; he builds Cesaiea, sect 6; he sendihisioutt 
Rome, c x, sect 1 ; builds a temple to Crar, aed 9; 
eases the people of a third part of their taxes, aicL 4: 
forbids the people to meet together nrivately. ib. : let^ 
his spies, and becomes one himself, ib. ; hoaoon Uh £•- 
sens, sect A ; rebuilds Uie temple at Jenmlen. t ti. 
sect 1 ; War, i, zxi, 1 ; makes a new law coneeitiaf 
thieves, AnUq. xvi, i, 1 , &c ; goes to Cesar, biingibeoi 
his sons, and marries them, sect 2 ; entertains liucsi 
Agrippa, c ii, sect 1 ; is in great favour with Ip^ 
pa, c. U. sect I ; eases his subjects of the fbaitk prt 
of their taxes, seet A ; the quarrds hi his fmiij, t. 
Ui, sect 1 ; he favours Antipater in oppositioa to t^ 
sons of Mariamne, sect 3 ; goee to Aquieia, and intpescte 
his sons, at Rome, before Ctesar, c iv, sect 1 ; h Rm- 
cUed to them, sect 4 ; War, 1, zziii, 3; eelebntapsM 
In honour of Caesar, Antiq. xvi, v, 1 ; builds tonsasd 
casUes. sect 2 ; builds Apollo's temple, and Rum tM 
Olympic games, sect 3; War, i, xxi. 12; his tempo de- 
scribed, AnUq. xvi, v, 4 ; he opens David'k sepokhR, c 
vii, sect 1 ; he suspecto his kindred, seet 3; be nac- 
. cased by Sylleus before Caesar, c ix, seet 3 ; hii m^ 
to his sons, c xi, seet 1 ; he accuses them ia soosaal 
at Berytus, sect 2 ; inquires, of Nieohtua of D>ois«a. 
what they think of him and his sons at Home, aecL d; 
he orders them both to be strangled, aeo. 6; JfO^^ 
for thefr chUdren, xvii, i. 2 ; his wives sad dtildicB, 
sect 3 ; xviil, v, 4 ; he contraeta marriages for JliQ- 
amne'schUdren, zvU, 1, 2; War, i, zzviil. 6; shentfcw 
oontracU, seet 6 ; sands Antipater to Cesar, ABtiq. nu. 
Ui, 2; War, i, zxix, 2; is made to believe tbat bis bro- 
ther Fheroras was poisoned, Antiq. xvii, iv, I ; War, i, 
XXX, 1 ; finds the poison was for himsdf, Antiq. xni, tv. 
2; War, i. xxx, 2; tries Antipater, and pots bin ia 
chains, Antiq. xvii, v, 7: his bitterness in hb ddage. e, 
vi, sect 1 ; he makes his will, ib. ; his tecribla siekMa. 
seet. A; War, i, xixiii, 1, A ; his barfaaroos oricr bt 
murdering the principal of the Jews, Antiq. xvii, vi.ii 
he attempto to murder himself, sect 7 ; he siten ba 
will, e. viii, sect 1 ; his character, ib. ; his desth asd 
burial, seet 1, 3; War, i, xxziii, 8, 9; his villopaet 
and read, AnUq. zvil, Tiii, 2 ; not to take place tiU ces- 
firmed by Caesar, e. xi, sect 4. 
Berod, the son of Herod, made tetrarch, Antiq. xviii, Ji. 
1 ; c vii, sect 1 ; War, U, ix. 1 ; he builds towns i8b<>' 
nour of Caeaar, ib. ; sends a letter to Caesar. Aatiq. xyiu* 
iv, A ; makes war upon Aretas king of Aiabia, & t, i«a 
I, dee. : Is banished, lb. ; War, ii, ix. & 
Berod, half brother to the tetnurch. Antiq. zviH, v, L 
Berod, the son of Aristobulus, by Salome, seet 4 
Herod, son of Aristobulus, by Bemice, Salomel dsBpw^ 

AnUq. zvU, I, 2 ; War, i, zzvili, 1. 
Berod, Herod's son by Mariamne, Simon's danghter, Ast^ 
zvU, i, 2; c iii, sect 2; and zvlii, v. 1 ; War, ^ xxjj. 
4; czziz, aect 2; he Isblotted outof Hcrod^wiU,^v. 
i, zxz, 7. 
Herod, Berod's son by Cleopatia of Jenuako^ Antiq. zni. 

i, 3 ; War. i, xxviii, 4. 

Berod, Agrippa senior's brother, king of ChaW^ AbUj- 

xix, V, 1 ; he marries Mariamne, daugliter of ^of^ 

by Olympias, king Herod's daughter, zviii, v, 4; b« ■» 

the power over the temple giveu him by OaiidiQi. x^ 

I, 3 : liis death and chUdren, c. v, sect S; Wsr, il. ^^ 

Berod, son of Pluuaelus and Salampslo. Antiq. zvu. ▼• *• 

-Herod, I'olemo's brother, king of Chalds, AnUq. xix. yui. i- 

Uerodias. daughter of Aristobulus, by Bemioe, StU^ 

daughter, AuUq. xviii, r, 1 ; War, i, xxviii, 1; Apipj* 

senior's sister, and vrife of Herod the tetrarch, »<>*"? 

Agrippa the royal dignity. AnUq. zviii, viii, i, ^^"f' "• 

It, 6; foUows her husband in his banlshmeBt Asuq 

zviU, vii, 2 ; married to Herod, son of Herod Uie G^ 

by Mariamne. Simon's daughter, c. v, MCt 2; C"^ 

sect 2; afterward married to Herod the fonotf "'^ 

band's brother while her former husband was aUva, c ^ 

Uexekiah, king of Judah, Antiq. iz, ziii. >; hUieU^ 
felMtJch to the people, ib. ; his lustration of tiie ua^r* 
and solemii oelebratioa of the passova, sect 8, 3* " 
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miikes war upon the Phaistinea, sect. 3; defends himself 
from Benmuherib, z, i, 1 ; recorers from sickness, c ii. 
sect I ; dies, e. iii, sect t. 

Ilin, an Hebrew measure, Antiq. lii, Tiii, 5. 

llilkiah, tlie high-priest, Antiq. x, t, 1 ; c. Till, sect. 6. 

Hiram, king of Tyre, David's friend, Antiq. Tii, iii, 2 

liiram, Idng of Tyre, sends ambassadors to Solomon, An- 
tiq. vii, ii, ti. 

liiram, king of Tyre, Against Apion, i, sect 17, 18, 81. 

IIii»torians, their duty, Antiq. 1, 1. 

llophni, son of £11, Antiq. v, z, 1 ; ha is slain in battle, 
c xi, sect. 2. 

House of the forest of Lebanon, Antiq. iriii, tI, 5. 

lloshea, king of Israel, Antiq. iz, xiii, 1 ; be is made a 
prisoner, c. xtv. sect. I. 

Huldah, the prophetess, Antiq. z. It, S. 

Human saccifice, Antiq. ix, iii, 2. 

llur. a prince of the Midianites, Antiq It, Til, 1 ; an head 
of the Ephrahnites, Tiii, U, 3. 

Hu«hai, Antiq. Tii. ix, 2, 6, 7 ; e. z, sect 4, 5. 

Huz. Antiq. i, ri, &. 

Hymns, composed by DaTid in Tarious sorts of metre, An- 
tiq. Tii, zii, 3. 

Ilyroanus, son of Joseph Tobias, Antiq. zii. It, 6 ; his art- 
ful invention, lb. ; he is sent to Ptolemy, and Idndly 
received by him, sect. 7, 9 ; his actions and death, sect. 

10. 

llyicanus (John), son of Simon the Haocabee, escapes 
being slain. Antiq. xiii, vii, 4 ; attacks Ptolemy, c^ viii, 
sect 4; War, i, ii, 3; is made high-priest, Antiq. ziU, 
Tiii, I ; War, 1, U, 3; is besieged by Antiochus, Antiq. 
xiii, viii, 2; buys a peace with 300 talents taken out of 
David's sepulchre, sect 3, 4,5; marches into Syria and 
recovers the towns that hod been taken away, and renews 
the alliance with the Romans, Antiq. xiii, ix, 1, 2; be- 
sieges Samaria, takes it and demolishes it, ex, sect. 2. 
3 ; his intercourse with God, ib. ; his dream concerning 
his sons, c. xii, sect 1 ; ho wnsethnarch, high'priest, and 
prophet. War, 1, ii, 8 ; his death and eulogium, Antiq. 
xiii. X, 7. 8. 

Ilyrcauus II. son of Alexander Jannei^s, made high-priest, 
Antiq. xiii, xvi, i, 2 ; War, i, v, 1 ; agrees to leave the 
civil government to his brother, Antiq. xiv, i, 2 ; his in- 
active genius, and why he fled to Aretus, lb. ; he in vain 
tries to bribe Scaurus to be for him, c ii, sect 3 ; pleads 
against his brother before Pompey, c iii, sect 2 ; reco- 
vers the high -priesthood, c. iv. sect 4; is confinaid 
therein by Csnar, c. viii, sect 5 ; War, i, x, 3; is hu- 
noured by the Romans and Athenians. Antiq. xiv, viii, 
5; and by Julius Cesar, x. It; is taken prisoner, and 
has his ears cut off by Antigonus, c xiii, beet 10 ; is re- 
leased by the Parthians, oud returns to Herod, xv, ii, 2 ; 
he is perfidiously treated, and put to death by him, ib. ; 
ttie Tarious adventures of his life, sect 4. 

liysupes, father of Darius, Antiq. zi, iii, 1. 

Jabal, Antiq. i, 1, 2. 

Jubesh, father of Shallum, Antiq. !z, xi, I. 

Jnbcsh GUead demolished, Antiq. v, ii, 11. 

Jabin, Idug of Canaan, em»kives the Isnehtes, AnUq. t, ii, 

Jacimua, or Aldmus, the wicked high-priest, Antiq. zii, 
ix, 7. 

Jacob bom, Antiq. i, xviii, 1 ; contracts with Laban for 
Rachel, c xix. sect 7 • he wrestles with an ango., c xx, 
sect 2 ; his sons, sect H, c xx, sect 3 ; he privately de- 
parts from I^ban, sect 9 ; his posterity, when they went 
down into £g)'pt, ii, vii, 4 ; he weeps upon sending away 
his son Benjamin into Egypt, c vi, sect. 5 ; he meets 
with his brother Esau, i, xx, 3. 

J.-icob, son of Sosas, War, It, iv, 2 ; and v, tI, 1 ; and vi, 
viii, 2. 

Jacob, an Idumean, betrays his country. War, iv, ix, 6. 

Jodius, or Jaddua, son of John, high-priest, Antiq. xi, vii, 
i ; he meets Alexander in bis pontifical garments, c. viii, 
beet. 5 ; he dies, sect 7* 

Jadon, the prophet, Antiq. viii, Tiii, 5 ; is killed by a lion, 
r. ix, sect. 3. 

Joel, wife of Heber Uie Kenlte, kills Sisera, Antiq. t, t, 4. 

Jcliaziel, the prophet, Antiq. ix, i, 2. 

Jamblieus, the Syrian ruler, Antiq. zIt, Tiii, 1 ; War, i, 
ix, 3. 

James, the brother of Jesus Christ, stoned, Antiq. zx, 
ix, 1. 

Jinius, king of Egypt, Against Apion, i, sect. 24. 

Japhci, Aniiq. i, iv, 1 ; wliUt countries his sons possessed, 
c Ti, secL 1. 

Jurden, a woodland, surrounded by Bassus, War, vii, Ti,5. 

Jared. Antiq. i, i, 2 ; c iii, sect 2. 

Jruon, or Jesus, Antiq. xii, v, 1. 

Jason sou of Eluiuor, Antiq. idU, z, 8. 



Javan, Antiq. i, tI, 1 

Ibhar, or Jeban, son of DaTid, Antiq. tII, iii, S. 

Ibis, an animal in Egypt that destroys serpento, Antiq. ii, 

Ibzan, a jndge of Israel, after Jeptatha, Antiq. t, tU, 13, 

Ida, a f^d-woDoan, Antiq. zTiii. iii, 4 ; she h hanged, ib. 

Idumeans, Antiq. xii, Tiii, I ; War, It, It, 1, 4, 6, 6, 7 ; 
and Tii, tUI. 1 ; refuse to giTe the Israelites passage, An- 
tiq. It, It, ff ; turn Jews, xiii, ix, 1 ; are but half Jews, 
ziT, ZT, 2 ; Cose their former idol, zt, Tii, 9 ; oelebrate 
the Jewish festiTals, ztU, z, 2. 

Jeban, or Ibhar, David's son, Antiq. vii, iii, 3. 

Jebosthus, or Ishbosheth, Saul's son, is made king, Antiq. 
Tii, i, 3 ; he is treacherously murdered, c ii, sect 1. 

Jeooliab, Antiq. Iz, x, 3. 

Jedldiah, king Josiah's mother, Antiq. z. It, 4. 

Jehlel, one of the posterity of Moees, Antiq. Tii, zIt, 10, 11. 

Jehoahaz, king of Jndah, Antiq. z, t, 2 ; he diesio Enrp^t 
ib. 

Jehoai, eon of Jehu, king of Israel, Antiq. ix, Tiii, 1. 

Jehoash, son of Ahaziah, saTed, Antiq. iz, vii, 1 ; Is made 
king, sect 2 ; murdered, e. Tiii, sect 4. 

Johoiachin, or Jeconiah, king of Jadah, Antiq. z, t, 3L 

Jehoiada, Antiq. Tii, ii, 2. 

Jehoiada, the high-priest, Antiq. z, tIU, 6. 

Jehoiakim, king of Judah, Antiq. z, t, 2; c Ti ; he rebeb 
against the Uabylonians, c Ti, sect 2 ; he U slain by 
Nebuchadnezzar, and cast out of the gate of Jerusalem, 

Jehonadab, an old friend of Jehu, Antiq. iz, tI, 5, 

Jehoram, king of Judah, Antiq. iz, iv, 1, 4cc 

Jehoram, king of Israel, Antiq. iz*, U, 2; his ezpedition 
against the Moabites, c iii, sect 1 ; his distemper and 
death, c v, sect 2, 3; e. vi, sect 1. 

Jehosaphat, the son of Ahitub, Antiq. Tii, t, 4. 

Jehosaphat, a pious king of Judah, Antiq. Tiii. zr. 1 ; and 
iz, i, 1 ; pardoned for making an alliance with Ahab, ib. ; 
his fleet brolt^i to pieces, c i, sect 4 ; his death, c. iii, 
sect 2. 

Jehoshebah, sister of Ahaziah, king of Judah, Antiq. Iz, 
Tii, 1. 

Jehu, son of Nimshi, Antiq. Tiii, xiii, 7 ; is mads king of 
Israel, ix, vi. 1, dec. ; his actions, sect 3, &c.j he puts 
Dual's priests to death, sect 6 ; he dies, c Tiii, sect 1. 

Jehu, the propliet, the son of Hannai^ Antiq. Tiii, xii, 3. 

Jenae, DaTid*s son, Antiq. Tii, iii, 3. 

Jephtha puts the Ammonites to flight, Antiq. t, Tii, 9, 10 ; 
sacrifices his daughter, (according to the opinion of 
Josephus), ib.; makes a great slaughter among the 
Ephraimites, sect 11. 

Jereujiah, the prophet, Antiq. z, t, 1 ; his lamentation 
upon the death of Josiah, ib. ; his prophecy against Jeru- 
salem, e. Ti, sect 2 ; e. vii, sect 2, 3, 6 ; his scribe Ba- 
ruch, c Ti, sect 2; 1m is accused and discharged, ib. ; 
his prophecy read in the temple, and his roll burnt, ib. ; 
his prophecy of the Jews' release from captivity, e. Tii, 
sect 3; he is put in prison, and thrown into the dungeon, 
sect 3, 6 ; is left with Baruch in Judea, after Zedeldah'a 
captiTity, Antiq. z, iz, 1. 

Jericho taken, Antiq. v, i, 5 ; its rebnilder cursed, sect 8; 
it is plundered by the Romans, xiv, zt, & 

Jeroboam, the son of Mebat, conspires against Solomon, 
Antiq. viii, vii, 7 ; he is made king of the ten tribes, c. 
Tiii, sect. 3, die ; erects golden calves, sect 4 ; his hand 
withered, sect 5 ; his ezpedition against Ab^ah, c zi, 
sect 2 ; he dies, sect 4. 

Jeroboam II. the son of Joash king of Israel, Antiq. iz, z, 
1 ; he makes war uainst the Syrians, ib. ; he dies, sect 3. 

Jerusalem taken by David, Antiq. vii, iii, 1, die.; whence 
that name was derived, sect 2 ; besieged and taken by 
the Babylonians, z, xii, 4, &c. ; c. viii, sect 2; besieged 
and taken by Pompey, xiv, iv. 2, dtc ; by Uerod, and 
Sosius, e. xvi, sect 2, 4 ; by Ptolemy, the son of Lagus, 
zii, 1 ; how many times tak^. War, vi, z, 6 ; made tri- 
butary to the Romans, Antiq. ziT, It, 4 ; levelled with 
the ground. War, vii, i, 1 ; declared holy, inviolable, and 
free, by Demetrius, king of Syria, Antiq. ziii, ii, 3; two 
citadels therein, zv, vii, 3; wtio first built it. War, vi, 
z ; situated in the middle of Judea, iii, iii, 6; set on fire 
by the Romans, vi, viii, 5 ; a fast kept there yearly, An- 
tiq. xiT, zTi, 4 ; as also when it was taken by Pompey, 
and by Herod, and Sosius, c iv, sect 5 ; c. iv, sect. 3 ; 
c. zvi, sect 4 ; a Jebusite king of Jenusalem, with four 
others, make war on the Gibeouites. v, i, 27 ; they are 
put to flight by Joshua, ib. ; Jerusalem described. War, 
V, iv ; A^intl Apion, i, sect 22. 

Jeruahali, Jotham's mother, Antiq. iz, zi, 2. 

Jessai, the son of Achimaaz, Antiq. vii, zii, 2 

Jeiwe, the son of Ubed, and Ikther of David, Anti^. vl. 
viii, 1. 
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Jmus Chritt, a teitiinony to him, Antiq. xriil, iii. 

Jetua the son of Pbftbet d«priv«d of the high>prieithood, 
Antiq. vi, V, 3. 

Jesus, son of Ananas, hiM ominoos clamour, and death. 
War, Ti, V, a. 

Jesus, or Jason, Antiq. xii, ▼, I. 

Jesus, the son of Sapphias, governor of Tiberias, Life, sect 
19, 27 : War, U. xx, 4. 

Jesus, brotlier of Onfas, deprived of the high-priesthood bjr 
Antiochus Epiphanes, Antiq. xv, iii, I. 

Jesus, son of Gamaliel, made high-priest, Antiq. xx, ix, 4. 

Jasus, the eldest priest after Ananus, War, iv, iv, 3 ; c. v, 
sect &; his speech to the Idumeans, c ir, sect 3. 

Jesus, son of Damneus, made high-priest, AnUq. zx, iz, 1. 

Jesus, son of Oamala, Life, sect 38, 41. 

Jesus, or Joshua, the sun of Nun, Antiq. iii, xir, 4 ; be- 
comes the successor of Moses, iv, vil, 9 ; commands the 
Israelites against the Amalekites, iii, ii, 3 ; prophecies in 
the lifetime of Moses, iv, rui, 46 ; leads the Israelites to 
the river Jordan, v, i, 1 ; consults about the partition of 
the land, sect SO, die ; his speech to the two tribes and 
half, sect 25 ; his death, sect S9. 

Jesus, the son of Saphat, ringleader of the robbers. Life, 
sect 2S; War, iii, ix, 7. 

Jasus, son of Thebuthus, a priest, War, vi, viU, 3. 

Jesus, son of Josedeii, Antiq. xi, iii, 10. 

Jethro the Midianite, Antiq. v, U, 3. 

Jews governed of old by an aristocracy, Antiq. xiv, v, 4 ; 
War, i, xlU, 6 ; Jewish priests careful to marry according 
to their law. Against Apion, I, sect 7: at Alexandria had 
equal privileges with the Greeks, War, U, xvlii, 7; ars in 
great danger at Antioch, vU, iii, 3 ; at Ecbatana, near 
Galilee, Life, sect. M ; are cut off at Cesarea, War, ii, 
xviii, 1 ; at SeythopoUs, sect 3; arein factions on account 
of the high-priesthood, Antiq. xii, v, 1 ; are kiUed on the 
Sabbath-day, c vi, sect 2 ; Jews beyond Euphrates, xv, 
iii, 1 ; at Alexandria in Egypt, and Cypnxs, xiii, x, 4 ; go 
to war under Alexander the Great, xi, viii, 5 ; are carried 
into Egypt by Ptolemy Lagi, xii, i, 1 ; are banished Rome, 
xviii. ilL 5 ; desire to be a Roman province, xvii, xi, 9 ; 
are favoured by Seleucus Nicator, xU, iii, 1 ; by Vespasian 
and Titus, sect L 2 ; by Marcus Agxippa. sect 2 ; by 
Antiochus the Great, ib. ; are shut up in the Hippodrome, 
but afterwards releaAd, xvii, viii, 2 ; pray for the welfare 
of the Spartans, xiii, v, 8 ; Antiochus, a Jew, accuses his 
own father at Antioch, War, vii, Ui. 3 ; Jews have privi- 
leges granted them by the kings of Asia, Antiq. xv, vi, 1 ; 
Egyptians and Tyrians chiefly hated the Jews, Against 
Apion, i, sect 13 ; Demetrius remits them part of their 
tribute, Antiq. xiii, ii, 3; Jews at Alexandria are allowed 
an ethnardi or alabarch, xiv, vii, 2; are allowed to gather 
their sacred collections at Rome, c x, sect 8 ; exijoyed 
their liberty under the Romans, only are to pay thdir 
taxes, xviii, ii, 2 ; are derived from the same oxigin with 
the Spartans, xii, iv, 10; have their own laws under 
Alexander the Great, xi, viii, ft ; are prohibited (o meddle 
with foreign women, xii, iv, 6 ; are very tenacious of tbeir 
own laws. Against Apion, i, sect 22 ; their ambassadors' 
place at Rome in the theatre, Antiq. xiv, x, 6 ; are nume- 
rous at Alexandria, e. vii, sect 9 ; at Babylon, xv, ii, 2; 
the form of their government, xi, iv, 8 ; their quarrel with 
the Syrians at Ccsaroa about their privileges, xx, viii, 9; 
their marriages. Against Apion, ii, sect 24 ; they had a 
synagogue at Antioch, War, viL iii, 3 ; their privileges 
under the Romans, Antiq. xvi, U, 4 ; they send an em- 
bassy to Csnar against Archelaus, xvii, xi, 1 ; the Asiatie 
Jews send an embassy to Caesar, xvi, vi, 1 ; agreatshiugh- 
ter of Jews, xviU, ix, 9; War, i, xviii, 3. &c. : and vii, 
viU, 6; their calamities in Mesopotamia and Babylonia, 
Antiq. xviii, ix, 1 ; binning of the Jewish war, xx. xi, 
] ; antiquity of the Jevrish rites, xt, ii, 4 ; towns in Sy- 
ria, Phccnida, and Idumen, belonging to the Jews, xiii, 
XV, 4. 
Jesabel, Abab's wife, Antiq. viU, xiii, 4 ; is torn to pieces 

by dogs, ix, vi, 4. . 

Jexaniah, Antfq. x, ix, 2. 
Jkilaph, Antiq. i, vi, ft. 

Images, or bnusen oxen, were not lawful to be made by 
Solomon, in the opinion of Josephus, Antiq. viii, vii, ft ; 
imtiges of animals are aasinst the Jewish law, xv, viii ; e. 
ix, sect A, War. i, xxxUi, 2; to set them up, or conse- 
erata them, was forbidden the Jews, Antiq. iii, vi, 2; and 
xvi, vl, 9. 
Impostors throughout Judea, Antiq. xx, viii, ft. 
Incense only to be offered by the posterity of Aaron, AnUq. 

ix, X, 4, 
InfanU murdered in Egypt, Antiq. Ii, Ix, 2. 
Innocence makes men courageous, Antiq. xii, vii, 1. 
Joab, general of David's army, Antiq. vii, i, 3 ; takes the 
citadel of Jerusalem, c ill, sect i ; oonspitas with Adoai- 

Jah, e. xiv, sect 4, dee. 



Joathan, or Jotham, high-priest, .\&tiq viii, i, 3; sad i. 

viiL 6. 
Joazor, son of Boethus, higfa-prlest, Antiq. xvii, vl, 4; ui 

xviii, i, 1 ; c 3, sect 1 ; is deprived by Arclielsas, xiiL 

xiii, 1 ; and xviii, 2. 1. 
Johanan, the son of Kareah, Antiq. x, ix, S; be ponsM 

after Ishmael, sect ft. 
John Ilyrcanus. Bee Ilyrcanus. 
John the Baptist, put to death by Herod, Antiq. xriit, 

▼, 9. 
John, the son of Dorcas, War, iv, iii, i, 
John, called Gaddis, Jonathan's brother. Is kiDed, iatl^. 

xiii, i, 2. 
John, son of Levi, i«builds Gischala, Life, sect 10; War, 

ii, XX, 6 ; and vii, viii, i ; an enemy to Josephus, Life. 
sect 13, &C. : sect 95, War, U, xxi, 1 ; aim st sbaotaie 

dominion, iv. iii, 13, c. vii, sect 1. 
John, son of Soaas, War, iv, iv, 2. 
John the Essen, War, ii, xx, 4 ; and iii, Ii. L 
John, son of Judas, high-priest, Antiq. xi, vi, 1 ; nmna 

his brother in the temple, sect S. 
John, captain of the Idumeans, killed. War, v, vi, C 
John, son of Eliasib, Antiq. xi, r, 4. 
John, or Johannan, son of Karsah, Antiq. x, xi, 2; Fu- 

sues after Ishmad, sect ft^ 
Joktan, Antiq. I, vi, 4. 
Jonadab, Ammon's kinsman, AnUq. vii, viG, I; son of » 

meas, sect 3 ; he kills a giant, c xii, sect 2. 
Jonas, the prophet, Antiq. iz, x, 1, && 
Jonathan, son of Ananus, Antiq. xix, vi, 4 ; nsaanw 

iiigh-prieaUiood, ib.; his actions. War. U, xfi, h^f-' 

he is murdered by the Slcarii, c. xiii, sect 3. ^ 
Jonathan, called Apphus, the Maccabee, AnUq. xu.^i*. 

he makes a league with Antiochus Eupator, War, i.u; 

is surprised by Tiypho, and JdUed, ih. 
Jonathan, son of Saul, beats a garrison of tiie ^f«^^ 

Antiq vi, vi. 9; reconcaes Saul to Darid, e. «•«*;;;' 

his conference with David, sect 27 ; is slafai to b«oie »J 

the Philistines, Antiq. vi, xiv. 7- ,_ , ,v.pi* 

Jonathan, a Sadducee, provokes Uyrcanussgshit u>erBr 
risee^, Antiq. xiii, x, 6. _._JU*-. 
Jonathan, a Jew. challenges the Romans toa iliigMo* 

bat. War, vi, Ii, 1 ; he fa kiUed by Priscns, fb. 
Jooathan, the son of Abiather, Antiq. vii, ix. <• 
Jonathan, ringleader of tiie Sicarii. War, vii, xl. 1. 
Jonathan, tiie high-priest, murdersd by ttia order of *«»• 

Antiq. XX, viii, ft. . i— . jta 

JouiiUian the Maccabee, made commander of tw'^TJr! 

Judas, Antiq. xiii, i, 1 ; with his broUier Sin»» ««T 

the Nabateans, sect 4 ; makes peace witii B»f"7 

sect 6 ; restores the divine worship, c. «, "**Jv^^ 

deieau Demetrius' capiains, sect 7: '««V.*T.^ 

with the Romans and Spartans, c v, sect 8:_»^jTt 

to tiie Spartans, ib. ; he iskiUed byTrypbo. c rt, «^ 
Joppa, taken by the Romans, War. 11, rrbU WJ *^ 

lished, iii, ix, 2. 
Joram, high-priest, Antiq. z, viii, 8. 
Jordan, the Israelites pass over it, Antiq. U ^ » « 
Josedek, high-priest at the captivity, Antiq. x. «fl. »■ 
Joseph, son of Zacbarais, Antiq. xii, ▼iii. ^ \ t& % 
Joseph, son of Antipater, Antiq. xiv, vil, 9; Wsr. i, v 
Joseph Cabi, son of Simon the high-priest, Antiq. «. *^ 

11 ; he U deprived, c ix, sect 1. . .l. « i 3; 

Joseph, son of Gamus. is made h%h-priest, AmK- ^ *' 

he is deprived, c v, sect 2. ^ ^.,4. ti&, 

Joseph, called Caiapbas, is made high-priest, Aan4- 

ii, 2; c. iv. sect 6. . ^ . -^jjika 

Joseph, the son of a female physician, stiis np • *»* 

at Ganuda, Life, sect 37. 
Joseph, son of Daleus, War, vl, ▼. 1. ,, _ . ^ ^ 
Joseph, the son of EUemus, officiates for tfattUss uk »«- 

priest, Antiq. xvii, vl, 4. 
Joseph, a relation of Archelaus, War, H* ▼• >• 
Joseph, a treasurer, Antiq. xv, vi, 5. 
Joseph, son of Gorion, War, 11, xx, 3. 



Joseph, Herod's unde, Anthi.xv, iii. 5; '••■'SliStfciJof 
Herod's sister. War. i, xx, 4 ; he discovers Ws uu» 3. 
to km Mariamne, and is put to dsatii, AnU4- ^' 



r, i, xxii, 4. .4ttii.*« 

h, Herod's brother, Antiq. xiv, xv, 4: •«»»^^ i; 
be is sent into Idumea, xiv, xv, 4 ; v'*'* ' 
death, Antiq. xiv, xv, 10; War, I. zvii, J. * 4 

h mnm nf Jnmdtnh UamA'a VtmthAr. AotlQ* *^*"\.iia. 



War, 

Joseph, 
4 : be i 
his death, , . , - . -. . 

Joseph, son of Joseph, Herod's brother, Antiq- r^'j^euq. 

Joseph, son of Tobias, reproaches his nnds ^'Tbccoi)^ 
xii, iv, 2; goes on an embassy to Ptolemy, ^^-^a^ ^ 
his tiu-gatberer, sect 4 ; goes to Syite ^. Vijef*< 
taxes, sect ft ; his wealth and chUdren, •«<*■ % jo. 
Hyreanus on his brother's daughter, ib. ; a|^' ^ ; M 

Joseph, son of Jacob, his dreams, Antiq. Ut I'* J.W|||jtr.fr 
Is sold to the IshmaeUtes. c. iU, sect 3; ^zSA 
lv« sect 4 : he is putin prison, c. v, sect I ; b*" 
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uct 4 ; he diaeoren his hrethrsa, e. vi, sect S ; he tries 
them, e. t, seek 7 ; hedisooven himself toihem, sect. 10; 
his death, c. TiU» sect. 1. 

Josephus. son of Matthias, made goTernor of QaUIee, 
War, ii, XX, 3; his danger atTariche», e. xzi, sect. 3; he 
reduces Tiberius by a stratagem, sect. 8, 9 ; is in great 
danger again, v, xiii, 3; his mother laments him as dead, 
ib.; his speech to the Taricheans, Ufe, sect. 83; his 
> stratagems, sect. 30, 32, 44. 45, At, 58. 63; War, iU, rii, 
13 ; he escapes ^ great danger, sect 89, 30 ; lia goes to 
Tiberias, sect. 33; his wonderful dream, sect 42; he goes 
to Taricheie. sect 04, A9; his father put in chains, ▼, 
' xiii, 1 ; his Iots to his country, vl, tU, 2; he is betrayed 
by a woman, iU, rii, 1 ; he surrenders hlnuelf to Nicanor, 
sect 4 ; his speech to his companions, sect 5 ; he is in 
danger of his life, sect 6 ; he advises the casting of lots, 
sect 7 : he is carried to Vespasian, sect 8; his speech to 
I Yespaidatt, sect 9; he is honoured by Vespasian and 
Titus, ib.; Life, sect7S; by Domitian and Domitia, sect 
75 ; he is set at liberty. War, iv, x, 7 ; bis speeches to 
the Jews, adrislng them to surrender, v, ix, 2 ; and tI, 
it, 1 ; he is accused of a conspiracy, vii. xi, 1 ; Titus 
gives him lands in Judcn, Life, sect 70 ; be had in all 
three wives, sect 76; his children, sect 70; be was 
greatly skilled In Hebrew, and Oreelc learning, Antiq. xx, 
xi, 2 ; of the sect of the Pharisees, Life, sect 2 ; he goes 
to Rome, sect. 3; he is made governor of Galilee, sect 7; 
frees the Seppliorites from fear, sect 8 ; stays in Galilee, 
» sect. 18 ; hli moderation, sect 10 ; his design in writing 
the Antiquities, Antiq. xiv, i, 1 ; his diligence in writing 
history, ib. ; he promises other works, Antiq. Pref. sect 
4 ; and xx, xl ; and a book of Jewish customs and their 
reasons, iv, yiU, 4 ; when he finished the Antiquities, xx, 
xi. 2 ; when he was bom. Life, sect I ; his conduct to 
Qalilee. sect 8, Ac ; he app^ds to Vespasian, Titus, 
and others, for the truth of Ids history, Against Apion, 
i, sect 9. 

Joshua, the son of Nun. Bee Jesus. 

Jostiua. the son of Sie, high.priest. Antiq. xvil, xni, 1. 

Josiah, king of Judah, his piety, Antiq. z, hr, 1 ; his death, 
• e. V, sect I. 

Jotapata besieged, taken and demolished. War, iii, vii, 
3--38. 

Jotham, son of Gideon, his parable to the Sbetiiemites, 
Antiq. V, vii, 2. 

Jotham, king of Judah, Antiq. ix, xi, 2 ; his death, c xii, 
sect 1. 

Ireneus, the pleader, Antiq. xvii, ix, 4. 

Iron, harder than gold, or silver, or brass, Antiq. z, x, 4 ; 
blunted by slaughter, xiU, xU, 0. 

Isaac, Antiq. I. x, 0. 

Isaiah. SeeEsalah. 

Islibosheth, son of Saul, Is made king, Antiq. vli, i, S ; ht 
is murdered by treachery, c. ii, sect 1. 

Ishmael, Antl^ i, z, 4. 

Ishmael. son of Nethanlah, mnxden Gedallah, the son of 
Ahikam, Antiq. z, ix, S, 4. 

Isls, her temple polluted and demolished, Antiq. xvUi, Ul, 4. 

Israel. See Jacob. 

Israelites, numbered, Antiq. iii, xil, 4 ; and vli, zlli, 1 ; 
their religious seal slackened, v, ii, 7 ; they are carried 
captive into Media and Persia, Antiq. iz, z|v, 1. 

Istob, or Ishtob, king, Antiq. vii, vl, 1. 

Isus, high-priest, Antiq. z, vili, 6. 

Ithamar. son of Aaion, Antiq. iii, vill, 1 ; his funOy, vU, 
xiv, 7 ; it loses the high-priesthood, Antiq. viii, i, 3. 

Ithobalus, or Ethbaal, king of Tyre, Antiq. vii, xiii, 1 , 2 ; 
Against Apion, i, sect 8, 21. 

Juba, king of Lybift, Antiq. zvU, ziU, 4. 

Jubal, Antiq. i, ii, 2. 

JubUee, Antiq. Ui. zii, & 

Jucundus, one of Herod's life-guards, raises a ealnmny 
against Alezander, AuUq. zvL x, 3. 

Jucundus (^militts). War, 11. xix, 7. 

Jucundus, captain of horse. War, ii, xiv, 0. 

Judadas, or Dedan, Antiq. i, vi, 2. 

Judea, it bwins at Corese, Antiq. zlv. 111, 4; a great earth- 
quake in Judea, xv, v. 2 ; ito fertility. Against Apion, i, 
sect 28 ; contains 3,000,000 of acres of good land, lb. ; 
iU description. War, Ui, iii ; length, breadth, and limits, 
sect A : but lately known to the Greeks, Against Apion, 
i. sect 12 ; when first so called, Antiq. ix, v, 7 ; abound- 
ing with pasture, xv, t, 1 : War, ill, Ui, 2 ; taken from 
Archelaus, and annexed to Syria, Antiq. xvUi, i, 1 ; part- 
ed by Gablnius into five Jurisdictions, xiv, v, 4 ; entirely 
subdued and pacUled by Titos, War, vtt, x, 1 ; made tri- 
butary to the Romans, Antiq. xiv, iv, 0. 

Jndas» the Essen, aprophet, Antiq. xiU, xi, 2 ; War, I, Ui, 4. 

Judas, a OaUlean or Gaulonite, the author of a fourth sed 
among the Jews, Auuq. xvU, i, 1, 8, 6; aud xx, v, 2; 
War, U, vUi, 1. 



Judas, ton of Jairus. Is slain. War, vli, vi, & 

Judas, son of Aminadab, Antiq. xi, iv, 2. 

Judaa the ICaoeabee. Antki. xU, ri, 1 ; succeeds Mattblaa 
his fkUier, sect 4; War, 1. 1, 3; his speech to his mea 
before a battle. Antiq. xU, vii, 3; he is victor, sect 4-. 
he eomea to Jerusalem, and restores the temple-worship, 
sect 6, fte. ; takes vengeance on the Idumeans and others, 
xU, vlU, 1 ; besieges the citadel at Jerusalem, c ix, sect 
3; is made high-priest, c x, sect tf ; makes an alliance 
with the Romans, ib. ; flghU Baochides, c. xi, sect 1 ; to 
killed in the battie. sect 2. 

Judas, son of Chapseus, Antiq. xUi, t, 7. 

Judas, son of Sariphns, or Sepphoreus, Antiq. zvUI, z, A ; 
War, i, zzxUi. 2. 

Judas, son of BUasih, hlgh-priest, Antiq. xl, vii, 1. 

Judas, son of Rtechias, ringleader of the robbers, Antiq. 
xvii, X, 4; War, U, Iv, 1. 

Judges of the Hebrews, single governors, Antiq. ix, Iv, 8. 

Judges at Jerusalem, the Sanhedrim, Antiq. xl, I, I. 

Judges of the ooundl in Syria and Phoenicia, Antiq. xl, Ii, 
1 ; seven inferior judges in every city, but an appeal ixom 
them to the great Sanhedrim at Jerusalem, Antiq. Iv, 
vUl, 14. 

Juelua, hich-priert, Antiq. z. vUI, 0. 

Jnlia, or Livia, Augustas Csesar's wife, Antiq. zvi, v, I ; 
and xvU, i, 1. 

Julia. Calus' sister, Antiq. xix, iv, X 

JuUan of Bithynia, a vaUant captain. War, vi. i. 1. 

Julius Csesar's letter to the Sidonians, with his and other 
decrees in flavour of the Jews. See Decrees. 

Julius Lupus, Antiq. xix, U, 4. 

Julias, commander of a Roman legion, Antiq. xv, Ui, 7. 

Jupiter UeUanius' temple upon Mount Gerixzim, Antiq. xii, 

T, 0. 

Jupiter the conqueror's temple, Antiq. xiv, iv, 3. 

Jupiter Olympius's temple, Aipsinst Apion, i, sect 17 ; bJi 

statute, Antio. zir, 1, 1. 
Justus, son of Josephus, Life, 70. 
Justus of Tiberias, the historian. LUie, sect 60; when they 

pubUshed his history, ih. ; he is condemned by Vespasian, 

but saved by king Agrippa, Life, sect 74. 
Justus, son of Pistus, stirs up sedition, Life, sect 9 ; hit 

character, lb. 
Ixates, son of Queen Helena, embraces the Jewish religion, 

Antiq. zz, tt, 1, 4; It dreumdsed, sect 0; conquers hto 

enemies, c. Iv, sect 1, 2; succeeds Monobasus. e.U, sect 

3 ; ho dies, e. ir, sect 3 : his children and bretliren art 

besieged in Jeruaslem, War, vi, vi, 3. 

Kareah, Antiq. z, Iz, I. 

Kemuel, son of Nahor. Antiq. I, vi. 0. 

KetUFAh, Abraham's hut wife, Antiq. I, zv, \, 

King, his principal quaUflcations, Antiq. vU, zv, 2 ; thret 
duties of a good king, piety towards God, Justice towards 
his subjects, and core of the pubUc welikre, iz, zl, 2; 
need not give an account of his actions In the opinion of 
Antonv, zv, Ui. 8 : should be emlnentiy good, vi, xiv, 4. 

King Solomon's palace, Antiq. vii, v, 1. 

Kings of David's race, how many, Antiq. x, viU, 4. 

Kingdom, a reward of virtue, Antiq. v, viU, 1. 

Kitim, Antiq. i, vi, 1. 

Korah. raises a sedition, Antiq. iv, ii, 2; perishes with hit 
foUowen, e. iU, sect 3. 

Labon, son of Bethuel, Antiq. i, tI, ; his fraud, e. xix. 

Labour, nothing gotten without it. Antiq. UI, U, 4. 

Laborosoarchod, or Labosordacut, Antiq. x, xl, 2 ; Against 
Apion, 1, sect 20 

Lacedem o nians derived from Abraham, m well at the Jews, 
Antiq. xU, Iv, 10 ; and xUi, v, 8. 

Lameoh, Antiq. 1, U, 8. 

Language (abusive) not to be punished with death, Antiq. 
xiU, z, 6. 

Languages confounded, Antiq. 1, iv, 3. 

Laodloe, queen of the GUeadltes, Antiq. ziU, zUI, 4. 

Laodiceans, their letter to Calus RubUius, in favour of tht 
Jews. Antiq. zlv, z, 90. 

Lasthenes, a Cretan, Antiq. ziU. Iv. 3, 9. 

Laws given the Uradltes by Moses upon Mount Sinai, 
Antiq. iU, Ac. ; and iv, viU, 8, &c ; to be read on the 
feast of tabernacles, iv, viU, 12; to be learned by chQ- 
dren before aU things, ib.; to be written in the mind and 
memory, ib. ; forbid the punishment of chUdren for their 
parent's crimes, iz, ix, I; forarebeUioussontobestoned, 
xvl, zi, 2; martial laws. Against Apion, U, sect 29; the 
tables of the law, or ten commandments, Antiq. IU, v, 4 ; 
law of Moses translated Into Greek under Ptolemy Phi- 
hulelphtts, Antiq. Pref. sect 3; and xU. U, 2, Ac ; bi« 
made by Herod to seU thieves to foreigners, xvi, I, 1 • 
law carried in triumph at Rome, War, vU, v. A, 
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Lawi aoMnig the Penlanileft to tlie latoiprttatton of mw 
pcnons, Aatiq. il. Ti, 1. 

LtBtnlot* dtorot in fiivoar of tho Jom. Antlq. xiT, z, 13. 

UtpldoM, kiUad by Caius, AnUq. zix, i, 6. 

LepSdu (Lorehu), War, t1, 1t» 3. 

Ltprou penciu, obteia ploe«t of bononr among MTwal 
wOioas, Antio. Ui, xi, 4; are to U«« ont of dtlea, by tho 
flamaritan and JewUh laws, U, Ir, S ; ttaejr rasolTe in a 
famine to go over to tbe enemj» lb. 

Lettcn of tbe alphabet, whether brought into Greece by 
Cadmns and the Phcniciaaa, Against Apion, 1, seet 2. 

Letters of Solomon, and Hinm and the Tyriana, Antiq. 
TiU, U, C, 7 ; of Xerxee king of the Fteaians to Bars, xi, 
T, 1 ; of Artasenes to the gOTttnors near Jodea, e. tI, 
sect It; of Antioehtts the Great to Ptolemy Bpiphanes, 
xU, iii, 3; of the Samaritans to Antlocfans Theoe. e. ▼, 
sect. 5 : of Alexander Baha to Jonathan, xiii, ti, S; of 
Onias to Ptolen^ and Cleopatra, e. iii, sect 1 ; of Ptole- 
my and Cleopatra to Onias, sect 9 ; of Demetrius to Jo- 
nathan nnd the Jews, e. iv, seet 9 ; of Julius Cesar to 
the Romna magistrates, xir, z, S, Ac. ; and to the SIdo- 
nians, ib. ; of Mark Antony to the Tyrians, c zU, seet 
4, 5. 

Lerites, exempted fhtmmUitazy functions, Antiq. Ui, zll, 4. 

liSTito's eoneublne abused by the inhabitants of Gibeath,' 
Antiq. T, zi, & 

Leritical tribe consecrated by Moees, Antiq. iii, xi. 1 ; their 
allowance, ir, iv, 6, Ac ; how many dties belonged to 
them, ib. 

LlberiuB Maximus, goremor of JadeOt War, tI, tI, g. 

Liberty granted the Jews by DemeCiiua, Antiq. zU, U, 3L 

Liby's, AnUq. i. ri, 2. 

Longinus, a tribune. War, H, zix, 7. 

Longinus' bravery. War, v, vii, 3. 

Longus. a violent Roman, kills himself. War, ▼!, iU, t. 

Lot, AnUq.l, ri, 5; e.iz. 

Lot's wifb, Antiq. i. zi, 4. 

Ludllius Bassus takes Mnc 

LucttUns, Antiq. xili, xt, 4. 



I, Wnr, ▼!!, ti, 1—6. 



Lupus, goremor of Alexandria, War, vii, z, S. 
Lupus, Julias, a 
ii.4, fiw 



a oonspintor, is put to death, Antiq. xiz, 



LycttigttS, Against Aplon, U, sect 31. 

Lydda burnt, War. fi, xix, 1. 

Lysanlas, son of PtoUnur, is put to death, Antiq. zt. It, 1 : 

War, i. zill, 1. 
Lyslas, eonmiaader of Antioehus* army, Antiq. xil, tU, 

9, Ac. 
Lysimaehns obtains the government of the Hellespont, after 

the death of Alexander, Antiq. xU, i. 

Maaeah, Rehoboam's wife, Antiq. vtti, x, 1. 

W a ac a h a h , son of Nahor, by bis concubine Beuma, Antiq. 
i, vi, 6. 

Ifaaseiah, son of Ahaz, slain in battie, Antlq. iz, zii, 1. 

Maaseiah, governor of the dty, Antiq. z, Iv, 1. 

Maoeabeei, their history, Antiq. zii, vi. 1, Ac. 

Macedonimis, governed by a Roman proconsul. War, il, 
zvl. 4. 

Macheras. AnUq.zlv, zv, 7, 10; War, 1, zvl, C, 7 ; cxvU, 
sect 1, Ac 

Meeberus, surrenders to Bassus, in order to set Eleazar at 
liberty, War, vil, vi, 4. 

Machinee, or engines of the Romans, War. v, vi, 9 ; for 
casting stones, of how great force, War, Ul, tU. 93. 

Machir. Antiq. vtt, V, 3. 

Madai, or Medes, Antiq. i, vl, 1. 

Uadianiles, or Midianites, bring Israel into sul^|eetioa, An- 
tiq. T, vi, 1 ; Mosee makes war upon them and beaU 
tiiem, It, vii, 1; their women seduce the Uxaelites, a 
vil. sects. 

Mwician, War, U. zili, 3. 

Magog, Antiq. i, vi, 1. 

Mnhalaleel, Antiq. i, iii, t. 

Mahlon, son of Klimelech, Antiq t, Ix, 1. 

Molaleel, Antiq. i, iii, 4. 

Malchlshua, son of Saul, Antiq. vi, xlv.-7- 

Malchus. or Malichus, king of the Arabians, Antiq. ziii, ▼, 
1 ; xlv, ziv, 1, dM. s War, i, ziv, 1. 

Malichus, a Jewish commander, Antiq. xlv, t. 9 ; War, i, 
viii, 3; c xi, seet 9, Ac.; he poisons Antipater. Antiq. 
ziv, zi, 4 ; he is a great dissembler, sect 4, A ; he is kill- 
by a devise of Herod, seet 6. 

Malihaoe, Archelaus* mother dies, Antiq. ztU, z, 1 ; she 
was a Samaritan, and Herod's wife. War, zxviii, 4. 

Mambres, or Mamre, Antiq. i, z, 9. 

BUnaem, or Mauahem, Antiq. iz, zi, 1. 

Manahem, an Essen, AnUq. zt, x, 3. 

HMnahcui, son of Judas tbe Galilwaa, Life, seet 3; War, 
«i,xvii,8, Ac 



Manasses. king of Judah, Antlq. x, ill, 4, Ac. ; ks hevr^i 

hato captivity, sect 9; he is seat tnck te Vk Ihwloa 

and diea, ib 
Msnasees, brother of Jaddoa, manim the dsmliler of Ben 

ballet, Antiq. xi, tU, 9; Ac; he ta msds V^-jaM 

among the Samaiitaaa. zii, iv, 1. 
Manlitts (Ludttst, son of Lndns, Antlq. zifi, ix, 2. 
Manna rained from hoaven. Antiq. iii, i, 6; tbs agBiiei 

tion of the word, ib. ; a sort of manna Ml ia Anbisai 

the days of Joeephua, ib, 
Manneus. son of laxarus. War, ▼, zili, 7. 
Manoaeh, Antlq. r, viii, S. 
Manslaughter, suspeetad, how par^sdameng thi Jesi^ Ai 

tiq. It, viU, Ig. 
MaroeUus, Antiq. zviil. It, S. 
Marcus, or Mnrau, preaideBt of Byiia after Bsitai Gov 

Antiq. zlT, zi, I, Ac'; War, 1, z, Ac 
Maila, a noble womaa, eata her own ehiki, Wv, li, is, , 
Marianme, Agrippa senior'a dau gh ter by Cypra, Ass-i 

xviii, T, 4 ; War, U, zi. iz. 
Matlamne, or Miriam. Moeee' aisiar dies, Antiq. ir, h. & 
Marianme, is married to Herod, War, i, xii, 3; itegr:** 

augiy with Herod, Antiq. zt. tU, 1, Ac; Wsr. i, it 

9; her temper, Antiq. zt, vU. 4; she is pat t« 

sect 4, 3; her enlogiam, aeet 6; her sem itn 

War, i, zzTii, 6. 
Mailamne, danghtar of Joaapkas and Oiynpes, ^^ 

ZTili, T, 4. 

Marlamne, daughter of Omoa the fai^pnart. Wa, >. 

zzvlil, 4. 
Marlamne, danghter of Agrippa senior, manted to Ard«- 

laus, Antiq. xz, vU, 1 ; dlTOfoed, War, ii, vii, 4; ««'>* 

wards married to Demetrioa, Antiq. xz, vii, X 
Marion, tyrant of the Tyrtaas, Antiq. ziv, xiit 1- 
Marriage of free men with alavea unlawfbl sasag » Jen. 

Antiq. iv, TiU, 93. ^ ^ _, 

Marriage oonteacU, altered by Herod at Antipstcr)«n 

Antiq. xvU. 1. 9. __ ^ 

Marcus, 'president of Syria, AnUq. ziz, vi« 4; t.n.» 

9 ; and c ViU, sect 1. , , ,. 

Marsyas. freed-man of Agrippa, Antiq. zvili. n. 3. <• '* 
MaraUus. master of the horM, Antiq. zvtt, vif 1^ _, „ 
Margenus, king of the Tyriana, Against Aplon, i,«»» 
Mattathiaa. great grandson of Asmoneus, tiie fr|^'" 

Maccabees, Antiq. zii, vi, 1 ; xafuses to dfcratf** 

an idol, seet 9; perzuadra tho Jews to «Sl>t«<^*: 

bath day, lb. ; exhorts his sons to defend tMls*. >» 

3 : he dies, sect 4. 
Mattathiai, son of Absalom, Antiq zili, t, 7- 
Matthias, made high-priest, Antiq, zU, ^t ^ ,^ ^i 
Mattiiias Cnrtns, one of Joeephus' ancsstecs. I^ "* ^ 
Mattiiias. son of HargaloUius or Margala% ^^ '"L^ 

9 ; War, i, zxxiU, 9; heand Us partners sis benw^* 

Antiq. zvU, vi, 4. ^^ ^_^ ,^ 

Mattiiias, son of Theophflua, made bigh-ivi«^ ^ ' 

ir, 9; and xx, ix, 7t he is deprived, xvi^ ^ «• 
Matthias, Josephus' father, Lile^ seet 1. ^. ^,^^m», 
Matthias, son of Boethius, caUs in Simon to hh t^jr" 

and is afterwards put to death by hun. War. v, xm, • 
Mathusala, Antiq. 1, III, 4. « .a ri. i 

Maximus (Liberius), governor of Judea, War. rii, u^ 
Maximus (Trebelllua), Antiq. ziz. «* * .^.^ ^^i. 
Meal, tike purest used In the Jewish obtalkM ^"^ 

Megassams, War, t. zI, & 

Melrus, son of Belgas, War. vl, t, 1. ... i 

Mala, an ambassador of Archelaus, Antiq. ^*^^ 
Melchisedec, entertafau Abram, Antlq. ^i^ aiU4 ^ 
Memuoan, one of the seven prinoes of F*n"> 

Menedemns, the philosopher, Antlq. zii, tt* >*• 
Menelaus, or Onias. Antiq. xi. vi, 1. _^ ^ i 
Menes, or Mineus, built Memphis, ABtiq.^^ 4^jii- 
Men's livee had been happy, if Adam bed not ubm^ 

Mepliilwsheth. son of Jonatiian. U higher '^^^^ ^ 

vid, Antiq. vii. t, 6 ; c zli sect & ,^ i aek f^- 

Mephramutbosis, king of Egypt, Affdnifc ApW. >• 
Mephree. king of Egypt Against Apion, i, mo- "" 
Meraioth. son of Joatham, Antiq. viii, i, S- . ^i g]. 
Merbalns, king of tiie Tyriaas. Against Api(W> *• "^ 
Mesa, or Mash, Antiq. i, vi, 4. 
Mesha, Ung of Moab^ Antiq. iz, Iii, 1. 
Meshech, or Mosodi. Antiq. i, vi, 1 . «i^ « i. L 
Meebech, one of tiie tiirse holy childm, Ant4 '< ' 

Messalaa, Antiq. ziv. xlv. 4. .„ , . xi*>^ 

Messalina, wifo of Claudius, Anttq. xx, nBt ^> 

xil, a . - 

Mestrssi, or Mitzralm, Egyptians, Antif- ^Jp f\ 
Metilius, a Roman commander. War. U, s^* ^ ^i, 
MJcah Uie prophet, quoted in Jersmiok, AaH* ** " 
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Mlcaiah, fh* prophet, Antiq. vUi, xir, 5; he Is pafc In prl- 

Mice, spoa the oonntry of Ashdod, Autiq. vi, i, 1 ; flTe 
golden mice, sect. 8. 

Micft. ion of Mephibosheth, AnUq. Tiii. t, ft. 

Michel, Baal's daughter, married to David».Antiq. ▼!, x, 
3 ; she saves Darid's life, e. xi, sect. 4. 

Midianltes. See Midiaalles. 

MUcah, wife of Nahor, Antiq. i, tI, ft. 

Millc, with the flrstlingiof the flock, oflfored by Abel, Antiq. 
i, U. 1. 

Minadanns (Annlns), Antiq. six, 1, Ui, 8, ftc. 

Munioianus (Marcos), Antiq. xlx, iv, 3. 

Mindes, a foundation of credibility, Antiq. x, ii, 1. 

Misael, one of the three holy children, Antiq. x, x, L 

Mithridatee, Antiq. xl. 1, 3. 

MiUiridates, kins of Pergamut, Antiq. xiT, yUI, 1 ; brings 
sooconrs to Cesar in E^pt, ib. ; War. i. iz, 3b 

Mithridates Sinax, king of Jfarthia, Antiq. xiii, xiT. 3. 

Mithridates, king of Pontus, dies. Antiq. xIt, iU, 4. 

Mithridates, a Parthian, manriee king Artabanns' daughter, 
Antiq. xtIU, 6 ; he is taken prisons by Anllens, ib. ; and 
set at liberty, lb. ; his expedition against the Jews, sect. 
7 ; he routs Anilens, ib. 

Mitzraim, Antiq.' i. vi, S. 

Modius, JEquiculus, Life, eect 11, 24, 3S. 

Monobaxtts, king of Adiabene. Antiq. xx. U, 1 ; War, U, 
xix, 3; his death, Antiq. xx, U, 3. 

Moon, ecUpsed, Antiq. xvU, tI, 4. 

Moses, his character, Antiq. Pref. sect 4; his birth foretold, 
ii. ix, 8, 3; how bom, and saved alive, sect ft; why called 
Motuet, or Motes, sect. 6 ; Against Apion, i, sect 31 ; 
adopted by Thermuthis, Antiq. ii, ix, 7 ; brought up to 
snoeeed her Isther, ib. ; tramples the crown under his feet, 
lb. ; he is made general of the Bgyptian army, and beats 
the Ethiopians, c. x, sect. 1, &c. ; he marries Tharbis, 
the king of Ethiopitf's daughter, sect 8; he flies out of 
Ugypt, c zi, sect 1 ; he assistoRaguel's daughters against 
Uie shepherds, sect 8 ; sees the burning bush of Sin^, e. 
xli, sect 1 ; is appointed to be the ddiversr of the Israel' 
ites, sect 3 ; he does miracles, and hears the most sacred 
name of Ood, sect 3, 4 ; he returns to Bgypt, c xiii, 
sect 1 ; he works miiades before Pharaoh, sect 8, Ac ; 
he leads the Israelites out of Egypt, e. xr, soct 1 ; how 
many was their numbers, ib.; now old he was at that 
time, sect 8 ; his prayer to Ood. e. xvi, sect 1 ; he leads 
the Israelites through the Red Bea, sect 8 ; he makes the 
bitter water sweet, iii, i, 8 ; he procuree the Israelites 
quails and manna, sect ft, 6 ; e. xiii, he brings water out 
of the rock, c. 1, sect 7 ; he beats the Amalekites, c Ul, 
sect. 4 ; he brings to the people the tables of the covenant, 
c V, sect B; he stays forty days upon Mount Binai, ib. ; 
his so long stay causes great doubts and uneasiness among 
the people, seet 7 ; he confers the priesthood on Aaron, 
e. viii, sect 1 ; offen sacriflces at the tabemade, sect 6, 
10 ; reoeivee laws and commands at the tabernacle, sect 
10 ; consecrates to God the tribe of licvi, e. xi, seet 1, 
Ae. ; Bumben the people, c xii, sect 4 ; gives orden for 
their maretiinf, ib. Ac ; sends spies to search the land of 
Canaan, e. xiv, sect 1, die. ; quells the Iketion of Corah, 
iv, ii, 3, Aa ; his Justice, e. iii, sect 1 ; his prayer to 
God, sect 8 ; he cleanses the people, c iv, sect 6 ; he 
destroys Sihon and Og, a v, sect 3 ; he defeats tiie kings 
of Mldian, c vii, sect 1 1 he appoints Joshua to be his 
successor, seet 8 ; his predictions before his death, c. viii, 
sect. 8 ; his song in hexameter verse, sect 44 ; a recapi- 
tulation of his lawa, c. vil, he binds the Israelites by an 
oath to observe them, sect 4ft ; he Uesses Joahua, and 
exhorts him to lead the Israelites coorageously into the 
land of Canaan, sect 47 ; he is surrounded with a doud, 
and disappears, sect 48 ; his death greatly hunented by 
the people for thirty d«y8, sect 49 ; he is scandalixed, as 
afflicted with the leprosy, iii, ix, 4 ; his great authority, 
c XV. seet 3 ; his books fadd up in the temple, x, Iv, 8 ; 
what they contain. Against Apion, 1, seet 8 ; called by 
Manetho, Osarsiph, priest of Osiris of Hdlopolis, seet 
80 ; allowed by the Egyptians to be a divfaie man, sect 
ftl ; theages in which he lived, 11, sect 15; hisvirtoeand 
great actions, sect 1ft, 16; his posterity honoured by 
David. Antiq. vil, xv, 7. 
Mosoch, or Mesech, 1, vi, 1. • 

Mucianus, president of Syria, Antiq. xii, ill, I ; War, iv, 1, 

; a ix, sect 8 ; c x, seet 6, 7 ; and e. xi, seet 1. 
Mule, the Idng's mule, Antiq. vil, xiv, ft. 
Mundus (l>edus}, ravishes Paulina, the wife of Satumlnos, 

Antiq. xviii, iU, 4 ; 
MuroKS. SeeMarsu. 
Musical instruments of the Jews, the Cynara Naola, and 

Cymbalum, described, Antiq. vi), xii, 3. 
Mysian war. War, vii, iv, 3. 
MytgoDUs, kinr nt Tyre, Against Apion, i, sect 81. 



Naamah, an Ammonitess, the mother of Rehoboam, Antiq. 
viii, vUi. 1. 

Naamah, daughter of Lamech, Antiq. i, ii, 8. 

Maash, or Nahash, king of the Ammonites, Antiq. vH, vi, 
1 ; his war against the Israelites, vi, v, 1. 

Kabal, a foolish man, AnUq. vi, xiU, 6. 

Naboandelus, or Nabonadius, orBaltasar, Idngof Babylon, 
Antiq. X, xi, 8 ; Against Apion, i, sect 20. 

Nabolassar, or NabopoUassar, king of Babylon, Against 
Apion, i, sect 19. 

Nabotii, Antiq. viii. xlU, 8. 

Mebucbodonosor, or Nebuchadnesiar, king of Babylon, 
Against Apion, i, seet 19 ; he conquers a great part of 
Syria, Antiq. x, vi, 1 ; he lays a tax upon the Jews, ib. ; 
he takes and sacks Jerusalem, c vi, sect. 3 ; and c. viii, 
sect 1, ftec. ; his famous dream or vision, c x, sect 3, 
&G. ; his golden image, sect ft ; he lives among thebeasta 
of the field, sect 6; he dies, e. xi, sect 1. 

Nabuxardan, or Nebuxurdan, plunders and bnms the tem- 
ple, Antiq. x, viii, ft ; his other memorable actions, cl xi, 
seet 1. 

Naoebus, captain of the AnUaas, AnUq. xvi, ix, 8 ; e. x, 
seet & 

Kachor, or Nahor, Antiq. i, vf, 3. 

Nadab, son of Aaron, Antiq. iU, viU, 1, 7. 

Nadab, king of Israd after Jeroboam, Antiq. viii, xl, 4. 

Nalmm the prophet, Antiq. ix, xi, 3 ; his prophecy con- 
cerning Nineveh, ib. 

Naomi, Elimelech's wife, Antiq. v, iz, 1. 

Nathan, David's son, Antiq. vU. Ui, 3. 

Nathan the prophet, Antiq. vii, iv, 4; c. vii, seet 3; e. 
xiv, sect 4. 

Nations dispersed, AnUq. 1, v, 1 ; called by new names by 
the Greeks, ib. 

Nasarites, Antiq. It, iv, 4 ; and xlx, vi, 1. 

Neapolitans, Lite, sect 84 ; War, ii, xvi. 2. , 

Nechao, or Necho, king of Egypt, Antiq. x, t1, 1 ; he is 
conquered by Nebuchadnesxar, ib. 

Nehemiah, Antiq. xi, v, 6 ; his love to his country, ib. ; be 
exhorts the people to rebuild the walls of Jerusidem, seet 
7 ; his death and eulogium, sect 8. 

Nehnshta, mother of Jehoiachin, Antiq. x, vl, 3. 

Nephan, or Elhanan, Antiq. vii, xii, 8l 

Neigal-sharezer, Antiq. x, viii, 8. 

Neriah, high-priest, Antiq. x, viii, 8. 

NerigUssor, king of Babylon, Against Apion, i, sect 9<k 

Nero, made emperor, Antiq. xx, viii, 8; War, ii, xii, 8; m 
most crud tyrant, Antiq. xx, viii. 8; his violent death. 
War, iv, ix. 2. 

Netir, a Galilean, War, iii, vii, 21 

Nicanor, Antiq. xii, 11, 11 ; c. v, sect, ft; War, 111, vUi, 2, 
die. ; sent by Demetrius, against Judas, Antiq. xii, x, 4 ; 
defeated and killed, sect ft. 

Nicanor, a friend of Titus, wounded with an arrow. War, 
V, vi, 2 

Nicaso, married to Manassas, Antiq. xi, vii, 8. 

Nicause, or Nitocris, queen of Egypt, Antiq. viii, vl, 8. 

Niceteria, or festival for the victory over Nicanor, Antiq. 
zii, x,ft. 

Nico, ithe conqueror), the name of the principal Bomaa 

battering-ram. War, v, vU, 8. 
NicoUns of Damascus, the Jews* advocate, AnUq. xii, iii, 
8; and xvi, ii, 2; lie is sent to Herod by Augustus, e. 
ix, sect 4 ; his speech befora Auguntua In favour of Ar- 
chdaus, xvii, ix, tf ; e. xi, sect 3 ; War, ii, ii, 6 ; he ex- 
aggerates Antipater's crimes, xvii, v, 4 ; War, i, xxxii, 
4 ; his brother Ptolemy, 11, U, & 

Niger of Perea, War, ii, xix, 2 ; e. xx, seet 4 ; and Ui, ii, 
1 ; and iv, vi, ft ; his wonderful eicape, iii, ii, 3. 

Niglassar, Antiq. x, xi, 2. 

Nimrod, or Nebrodes, Antiq. i, iv, 8, die 

Nisroch, or Araske, a temple at Nineveh, Antiq. x, 1, ft. 

Noe, or Noah, Antiq. i, ill, 1 ; he is saved in the ark, sect 
2 ; ipvocates God after the deluge^ seet 7 ; God answen 
his prayer, sect 8 ; laws given to him, ib. ; he is over* 
taken with wine, e. vi, sect 3 ; his genealogy, cl ill, seet 
2; his death, sect 9. 
Nomus, of UeUopoUs, 180 ftulongs fh>m Memphis, War, 

vii, X, & 
Norbanus Flaccus* letter to the Sardinians, in behalf of th« 

Jews, Antiq. xvi, vi, 6. 
Norbanus (another person) sbiin, Antiq. xix, i, lA. 
Numenius, son of Antiochus, AnUq. xiii, v, & 

Oaths pravail with Saul above natural afTecttoa, Antiq. iL 

vl, 4. 
Obodiah, a protector of the true prophets, Antiq. viii, xiHv 

4, ftec. 
Obedience to be learned befora men undertake govenunaa^ 

Antiq. iv. viii, 2. 
Obodas, king of Um Arabians, Antiq. xiii, xiii, & 
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OetoTlo, daughter of CImuUus. War, 0, xii, a 

Od(M» higb-prlMt, Antiq. x, viil, 3. 

Oded Um proi^et, Antiq. iz» kU, 8. 

Og, king of Bathan, AnUq. ir, t, 3 ; his Iron bed, Ik. 

OU nsed in the Jewish oblations, Antiq. iii, iz. 4 ; oQ eon- 
sttmed by the seditions, War, ii, xiil, 6 ; oil prepared by 
forelgnen not used by the Jews, AnUq. zii, Ui, 1 ; War, 
ii. xxl, S. 

Olympias, Herod's daughter by Malthace, a Samaritan, An- 
tiq. xtU, i, 3 ; she is married to Joseph, the son of He- 
rod's brother. War, 1, axriii, 1. 

Olympias Jupiter's image, Antiq. six, i, 1, S. 

Olympus sent to Rome, Antiq. zvi, x, 7. 9 « War, i, xxTil, 1. 

Omri, Idng of Israel, Antiq viil, sU, & 

On. the son of Peleth, Antiq. iv, 0. 1. 

OnlM, son of Jaddus, soooeeds In the high- priesthood, An- 
tiq. xl, TiU, 7. 

Ouias, the son of Simon, made high-priest, Antiq. zli. It, 
1 : causes great troubles, sect 11, 

Onias, brother of Jeius, or Jason, made liii^-priest, Antiq. 
xli, It, 1. 

Onias and Dositheus, two Jewish caytalns, saved Egypt 
from ruin. Against Apion, ii, sect. 6. 

Onias, son of Ooias, flies into Egypt, and there desires to 
build a Jewish temple, AnUq. xiii, iU, 1.3; War, i. i, 
1 ; and tU. x, 3; his letter to Ptolemy and Cleopatra, 
Antiq. xiU. iU, 1 ; their answer, sect 2 ; be bnilds the 
temple Onion, sect. 3 ; that temple is shut up» War, vli, 
z. 4. 

Onias. a Just man. procures rain in a ftunine by his prayen, 
Antiq. ziv, ii, 1 ; he is stoned to death, ib. 

OpheUittS, AnUq. xiv, xiii, fi; War, i, xiii, A. 

Ophir, Antiq. i, ▼!, 4. 

Opobalsanum, AnUq. viil, vl, 6 ; and xiv, Iv, 1. 

Onides of the prophets, concerning the destruction of Je- 
rusalem. War. iv, vi, 3; e. x, sect. 7 : and vi, ii, 1 ; con- 
cerning a'gnat prince to arise In Judea, c. v, sect. 4* 

Orebf a king of Median, AnUq. v, vi, 5. 

Orodes, AnUq. xvUi, 11, 4. 

Oronna, or Aruanah, the Jebnslte, AnUq. vil. III, 3 , his 
thrashing floor, c. xiii, sect. 4 ; where Isaac was to be 
offered, and Uie temple was afterwards built, lb. 

Orpah, AnUq. v, is, I. 

Orlns, king of EjOrpt, Agahist Aplon, 1, sect. Ifi. 

Oiarsiph (for Moses), a priest at Heliopolis, Against Apion, 
i, sect SI, 31. 

Otho made emperor. War. Iv, Ix. 9; he kills himself, sect 9. 

Oxen, brasen, the Jews forbidden to make thun, Autiq. 
via, vii, A. 

Paoorus, king of Media, Antiq. xx, ill, 4 ; redeems his wife 
and ooncubinas from the Alans. War, vii, vil, 4 

Pacorus, the Icing of Parthla's son gets possession of Syria, 
AnUq. xiv, xiii, 3 ; lays a plot to catch Hyrcanus and 
Phaaaelus, sect. 6 ; marches against the Jews, War, i, 
XiU, 1 ; he is admitted into Jerusalem, sect. 3 : is shUu In 
batUe. Antiq. xiv, xv, 7. 

Pctus.Cseaennlus), president of Syria, War, vU, vil, 1 ; his 
expedition into Commagena, ib. 

Pageants, or Pegmate, at Titos' trinraph. War, vil, v, 3. 

I'alaoe at Rome, Antiq. xlx, iii, 2. 

Palhii, Herod's wife, Antiq. xvii. i, 3; War, I, xxvUi. 4. 

I'aihis, Felix's brother, AnUq. xx, vtii, »; War, ii, xii, 8, 

Pahn trees at Jerieho, very Cuuous, Autiq. ix, i, 9 ; and 
xiv, iv, I. 

Pannychis, the concubine of Archelaus, War, I, xxv, g. 

Papinius, Antiq. xlx, 1, 6, 4. 

Pappus is sent into Samaria by Antigonus, AnUq. xiv, xV, 
19: War, i, xvii, 3. 

Paradise described. Antiq. I. 1, 3; a pensile paradise, or 
garden at Babvion, Against Apion, 1, sect 19. 

Parents* good deeds are advantageous to their diUdren, 
Antiq. viil, zi, 2 ; how to be honoured by the law of 
Moses, Against Apion, i, sect 97. 

Parthlans possess themselvM of Syria, and endeavour to 
settle Antigonus In Judea, War. 1, xill, 1, Ac. ; their ex- 
pedition into Judea, AnUq. xiv, xiii, 3; they besieged 
• Jerusalem, ib. ; they take the city and temple, sect 4 ; 
their perfidiousness, sect 4, 6 ; War, i, xiii, 3, Ac. 

Passover, a Jewish festival. Antiq. 11, xiv, 6 ; and 111, x, 3 ; 
ind xiv, ii, 1 ; and xiv, ix, 3 ; the manner of Its oelebra- 
Uon. War, vi, Ix, 3; called the feast of unleavened bread, 
Autiq. xiv, 11, 1 ; and xvii. Ix, 3; War, v. Ui, 1 ; on the 
fonrteenUi day of Nisan, AnUq. xi, iv, 8 ; War, v, ill, I ; 
very numerous saeriflces then offered, and vast numbers 
come np to it. Antiq. xvii. ix, 3; War. 11, i, 9; from the 
ninth hour to the eleventh, and not less than ten to one 
raschal lamb, vi, ix, 3; number of paschal lambs In the 
days of Gestius, 900, 000, ib. 

Pnulina ravished by Mundus, Antiq. xriU, IU, 4. 

Paulinus, a tiibune, War, iii, viai, 1. 



I Paulinus sneoeeds Lupus 
> vil, X. 6; he plunders a 
i Pausanias. son of Cerastes, 



vil, X. 5; he plunders and shuts up the tampla OBicm, ib^ 
Kusanias. son of Cerastes, murders Philip idag of Maoa- 
don, Antiq i, viil, 1. 

Antiq. vii. 



of AlaxMidria, War 
ten " " ' 

Philip I 



Peace and good hiws the greatest Wesslngs, 
xiv, 9. 

Peace, as a goddess, has a tample at Rome^ War, tU, v, 7, 
3 ; c vi, sect 94. 

Pedanius, War, i, xxvll, 9; and vl, Ii. IL 

Pekah slv* Pekahlah, and succeeds him, Antiq, is, zi, 1 ; 
he defeato the king of Judah, c. zU, sect I ; lia la alaia 
by Hoshea, c. xiii, sect 1. 

Pekaiah, king of Israel, Antiq. ix, zi, 1. 

Peleg, AnUq. I, vl, 4. 

Penlnnah, Antiq. v, x. 2. 

Pentecost, a JewUh festival, Antiq. IU, z, 6 ; nd xvii. z, 
9; whence It had Uiat name. War, Ii, Iii. 1 ; vast nuB- 
hers came to it. Ib. ; the priests then attended the teaupk 
In Uie night, vi, v, 3 ; the Jews did not then take jour- 
neys, Antiq. xiii, viil, 4. 

Perea, entirely subdued by the Romans, War, ir, vii. 3, S. 

Petgamen's decree in fikvour of the Jews, Antiq. zir, z. 91 

Peijury supposed by some not dangerous, if dona by BMes- 
sity, Antiq. v, U, 19 ; dreaded by Joshua and the eiden. 
c. 1. sect 16 ; dreaded also by the people, c. U, aeet 12. 

Persians, their seven principal fiuniUee, Antiq. zi, iii. 1 ; 
their Idng is watched during his sleep, sect 4 ; thdr law 
forbade strangers to see their king's wives, c vi, sect 1 ; 
seven men were the interpreters of thdr laws, fib. ; their 
royal robes, sect 9. 

PestUence. See Plague. 

Postillas Gerealis, the proconsul, reduces the Gennaas, 
War, vii, iv. 9. 

Petina, the wife of Claudius, AnUq. xx, vitt, 1 ; War, fi, 
xU, & 

Potronins, governor of Egypt, AnUq. xv, iz, 9 ; hesappbei 
Herod with com in time of famine, lb. 

Petronius (Publlus), is made preeident of Syria, Antiq. 
xvUi, vii, 9; is sent with an army to Jerasalenk by QkiaA, 
to set up his statuee in the temple, c. ix, aeet t, &c; 
War, ii, X, 1 ; his endeavours to prevent it. and sav* the 
Jews, with his and their wonderful dellveranoa, ifa^ ; his 
edict aoinst the Dorites, Antiq. xlx, vi, 3L 

inicdm, Herod's wife, AnUq. xvii, I, 3. 

i*baUan, Antipater's brother, AnUq. xiv, U, 3 : War, L ri. 1 

Phalan, David's son, AnUq. vil, UI, 3. 

Phalti, son of Laish, AnUq. vl, xiii. 8; and vil, I, 3L 

Phanuius, son of Samud, made high*priest. War, iv, iii, & 

Pharaoh, denoted king in the Egyptian tongve, Aatiq. ri, 
viii, 2. 

Pharisees, a sect among the Jews, Antiq. xill. z, 5 ; and 
zviii, i, 9 ; War, 1, v, 9 ; they envy HyTcaaas, AaUq. 
xUi. z, ; were opposite to the .Sadduoees In their pcu- 
ciples, sect 6; their great authority, xvU, 11, 4 ; espedai^ 
in the reign of queen Alexandra, xiii, xvl, 9 ; War, i, t, 
9 ; which lasted nhne yean, sect 4 ; they leftiae the oatLs 
of allegiance to Cesar and Herod, Antiq. xvii, ii, 4; tb^ 
are fined for it, ib. ; their unwritten traditioBs. xiii, v, 
9 ; c X, sect 6 ; their moderation in inflicting panish- 
menls. the common people side with them, ilk ; they aia 
most skilful In the knowledge of the Law, Life, sect 31. 

Phamaces, son of Mithridates, AnUq. xiv. Hi, ^ 

Phasaelus. son of AnUpater, Antiq. xiv, vil, 3 : and zvH, 
i, 3; War, i, vili, 8; his dsatii, AnUq. xiv, xill, 10; and 
XV. ii, 1 ; War. 1. XiU, 10. 

Phasaelus, son of Herod, AnUq. xvii, I, 3. 

Pheldaa, AnUq. 1, vi, 0. 

Pheles, king of the Tyrians, Against Aplon, 1, sect 18. 

Pheroras, Antipater's son by Cypros, Antiq. xiv, tu. s ; 
War. I, viii, 9 ; hates Salome's chUdren, Antiq. xvi, ni, 
3; War, 1, xxlv, 0; makes Alexander Jealous of his wife 
Glaphvra, with Herod his father, Antiq. xvi. vii, 4 ; pro- 
vokes Merod to anger, a vii, sect 3 ; Iv* the bbune upon 
Salome, e vti, sect ; enters into friendship with AnU- 
pater, xvU. U. 4 ; U hated bv Herod, c IU, aect 1 ; k 
ordered to retire to his tetraray, sect 3. 

Pheroras' wife pays the fine laid upon the Pharisees, Antiq. 
zvU, U, 4 ; she associates with the other court ladies, ib. ; 
War, I, xxix, 1 ; Pheronu' freedmen diarge lier with gii- 
ting poison, Antiq. xvii, iv, 1 ; she throws herself duwa 
stsirs. sect 9; War, I, xzz, 6 ; her confssakm, Aitu^ 
zvU, IV, 9. 

Phideas, the high-priest. Antiq. z, viU, & 

PhUadelphus (Ptolemy), his skUl and Indnstiy oboet me- 
chanic arts, AnUq. zUl, ii, 7 ; he propoees problems te 
the seventy-two interpreters, sect 11; he procures the 
seventy-two interpreters to tzanslate the law, e. 11, eecu 

PhiUp, Herod's son by Cleopatim, AnUq. zvU, i, 3; c li. 
sect 9; c. iv, sect 3 ; War, I, xzviU, 4 ; e. xxxfi, SciL 1 ; 
brother of ArcbtOaus, U, vi, ; what Herod left biiu Uy 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



IHDBX. 



7<» 



hb wm, Antlq. xTil, ▼iU, 1 ; what Canr gun him« e. x!, 

teet 4; tetraieh of OMalonltto, and TraehonlUt, and 

Faaeas, c Tiii, Mct. 1 ; e. Iz, wet 1 ; ha dtet, zriii, ir, 

6; hi! eologiam, lb.. 
. Philip, a QaUlean. War, 111, t11, SI. 
FhUip, son of Jadmus, Antiq. ziil, U, 3; Lifa, Met 11, 

36; War, U, xvii, 4 ; e. xx. seet 1. 
Philip, madensentof Byzia daring thaminori^ of Bapaftor, 

Antiq. xii, ix, 8. 
PhUip, king of Syria, Antiq. xlU, Ul, 4 ; e. xIt, leet 31 
PhiUp, Idng of Macedon, la alaln, AnUq. zl, Till, 1. 
PhiUpion, son of Ptolemy, marriei Alexandra, the daughter 

of Arlttobttlus, Antiq. xir. Til, 4; he is killed by hii 

fkther. ib. j War, Ix. 8: 
PhUistinei, their ehief towns Oaaa, Aeearon, or Ekron, 

Askelon, Oath, and Axotus, or Aahdod, Antiq. vi, i, S; 

c. xiii, seet 10. 
phUo, chief deputy of the Jews, to Gains, Antiq. xtUI, 

PhiI<Mophy of the Jews, contained In the books of their 
law, AAinst Aplon, ii, seet 4. 

PhaoBtep^banua, Antiq. xiil, xH, ft. 

Phineas, son of Causothos, War, It, It, 1 

Phineas, son of Eleaxar, slays Zimrl and Cosbl, Antiq. Iv, 
Ti, 12; leads the IsraeUtes against the Midianites, c. vii, 
sect 1 ; his speech to the Jews beyond Jordan, v, i, S6 ; 
he is made high-priest, sect 89 ; the high-priesthood re- 
tuns to his family, Antlq. viii, 1, 3. 

Phineas, son of Ell, Antiq. r, x, I ; he officiates as Ugh- 
priest, e. xl. seet 2; he is slain, ib. 

Phraates, king of the Parthians, Antiq. zv, 11, 8 ; his death, 
XTili, 11. 4. 

Phiaataoes, the son of Phraates, Antiq. xriii, 11, 4. 

Phul, or Pul, king of Assyria, Antiq. ix, xl, 1. 

Phurim, or Purim, a Jewish fesUTal, Antiq. xl, ri, 13. 

Phut the planter of Libya, Antiq. 1, ri, t. 

Pilate (Pontius), the procurator of Judea, occasions tumults 
among the Jews, Antiq. xvlii, ill, 1 ; causes a gz«at 
slaughter of them, sect 1, War, 11, ix, 4; and of the 
SomariUns, Antiq. xyUI, iv, 1 ; he is accused for it, and 
sent to Rome, sect i, 

Pfldash, Antiq. 1, vi, 6. 

Pillars, erected l^ the children of Beth, in the land of 8a- 
riad, Antiq. 1, ii, 3 ; pillars of the Corinthian order in 
Solomon's palace, vlil, t, 8 ; In Herod's temple, War, t, 
T, 8. 

Piso, governor of Rome, Antiq. xviil, vi, ft. 

PitiioUus, Antiq. xiv, vi, 1 ; e. vU, seet 3; War, I, vIll, 
3, G, 9. 

Placidus' skirmishes with Josephus, Life, sect 43, 74 ; his 
other actions. War, lii, vi, 1 ; c. vU, seet 3, 34, and iv, 
1, 3 ; e. vii, seet 4. 

Plague, or pestilence, xages among the Israelites, Antiq. 
xii, xl, 3 ; it ceases upon Darid's repentance, e. xlU, sect 
4 ; another pestilence in Judea, xv, vii, 7. 

Plato, Against Aplon, 11, sect 31 ; he exdttdes the poets 
from his commonwealth, sect 36. 

Polemo, king of Cillda, Antiq. xx, vii, ft. 

Polemo, Idng of Pontus, Antiq. xix, viii, 1. 

PoUty of the Jews after the captivity, Antiq. zi, iv, & 

Pollio, k Pharisee, AnUq. xv,l, 1. 

Pollio, a Roman, Antiq. xv, x, 1. 

Pompedius, Antiq. xix, i, 3. 

Pompeythe Great, goes through Syria, to Damascus, Anti^ 
xiv, ill, 1 ; War, i, vl, 4 ; and to Jerusalem, Antiq. xiv, 
iv, 1 ; War, 1, vii, 1 ; the dty delivered up to him, Antiq. 
xiv, iv, 2 ; he takes the temple by force, and klUs abund- 
ance of the Jews, c iv, sect 2, 3, 4 ; War, i, vii, 4, &c ; 
the Jews send him a golden vine, Antiq. xiv, 3, I ; he 
goes into the holy of holies, c. iv, sect 4 : War, I, vii, 6 ; 
meddles with nothing In the temple, ib.; he hears the 
cause between Hyrcanus and Aristobulus, Antiq. xiv, Ul, 
2; determines in favour of Hyrcanus, and makes war 
upon Aristobulus, sect 3, &c ; he flies into Eplrus, c 
viii, sect 4. 

Pontius PihUe. Bee POata. 

Poplas, War, ii, U. 1. 

Popea, Nero's wife, Antiq. zz, vii, 11 ; e. zl, seet 1 ; Llf^ 
sect 3 ; a religious lady, and favourer of the Jefws, Antiq. 
zx. vUi. n- 

Pordus Festus. Bee Festus. 

Present things, quean Alezandnt*s care, more than futoit, 
Antiq. xiin xvl, 6. 

Fresentt sent to Joseph In Egypt, Antlq. ii, vl, 6. 

Priests, if maimed, an exduded from the altar and temple, 
Antiq. iU, zll, 8 ; Against Aplon, I, seet 31 ; are not to 
marry several sorts of women, Antiq. IU, xii, 8 ; Against 
Aplon, I, sect. 7 : washed their hands and feet before 
they went to minister, ill, 0, 2; succeed one another ac- 
cording to their oonises, Against Aplon, 8, sect 8 ; their 
allowances, Antiq. ill, iz ; and iv, iv, 3; their courses in 
2z 



number twenty-four, vii, zlv, 7; Against Aplon, 11, seet 
7; an very numerous, lb.; two families fkom Anronis 
two sons, Antiq. v, vl, 6 ; their ofBees and employments. 
Against Apioo, U, sect 7, 81, 88. 83; thefar saarad gar> 
ments, Antiq. Hi, vii, 1, &c ; War, v, v, 7; priests ami 
Levltes ezemplad tnm taxes by Xerxes, Antiq. xl, v, 1 ; 
have places of the greatest .trust eommitted to them, 
Agahut Aplon, ii, seet 13 ; none but priests of the pos- 
terity of Aaron, mi^t burn incenee at the temple^ Antiq.* 
ix, z, 4 ; not to drink wine in thdr saersd garments, lil, 
zll, 8 ; priesthood a mark of nobility among the Jews, 
Life, sect 1. 

Priests among the Egyptians, only kept their lands In tha 
days of Joseph, Antiq. 11, vii, 1. 

Priesthood, high, translated firom one fismHy to another, 
Antlq. V, zi. 6; of Onias, at HeUopoUs, zll, Iz. 7; sad 
ziii, z, 4: and zz, x, 1 : vacant at Jerusalem for foqr 
years, xiii, ii, 3 ; during life, excepting under Antiechus 
Eplphanes, Aristobulus and Herod, zv. Hi, 1; taken 
irom Jesus, and given to Simon by Herod, e. iz, seet 5 ; 
settled upon tha ftunily of Aaron originally, zz, z, 1. 

Priest, high, not to be the son of a captive woman, Antiq. 
ziii, z,'S; high-priests went into the temple to oiBdate 
on Sabbath-days, new moons, and festivals. War, zll, 
vii, 3; wero to many a virgin, and not to touch a dead 
body, Antiq. ill, zU, 8; the high-priest desired by Saul 
to prophecy for him, vi, vi, 4; nigh-priests, with the pro- 
phets and sanhedrim, wero to determine dlfflenlt causes, 
iv, vill, 14 ; several high-priests at the same time In tetter 
ages. War, Iv, ill, 7 : and v, ziii, I ; and vi, U, 8; to 
succeed by blrtii, Agsinst ApAon, 11, sect S3 ; elected by 
lot among the seditious, Antiq. iv, ill, 8; thej abolish 
the regular suooession, sect 6; Herod, king of Ghalds, 
made the high-priest till his death, zz, I, 3; a series of 
the high-priests from Aaron to the destruction of tha 
temple by Titus, zz, z ; another series from the building 
of the temple to the captivity, z, viii, «; hlgh-pilest's 
robes kept by the Romans, zz, i, 1 ; wliero they wera 
laid up, zv, zi, A ; and zvlii, iv, 3; and zz, 1, 1 ; high- 
priest's ornaments described, ill, vii. 4 ; War, v, v, 7. 

Primogenlturo, its privileges sold bj Esan, Antiq. 11, i, U 

Primus (Antonius), War, Iv, Iz, 8; he marefaes MpsMul 
ViteUius, e. zi, seet 8. 

Priseus (Tyranltts), War, U, zlz, 4. 

Priscus shoots Jonathan dead with a dart. War, vi, U, 10. 

Privileges granted the Jews 1^ Alexander the Great, Against 
Apion, ii, seet. 4. 

Problems, or riddles, proposed by fiamson at his wedding, 
Antiq. V, vlU, 6. 

Proculus (ViteUius), Antlq. xiz, vl, 3L 

Prophedee ooncemlng the destruction of JemsalMn, War, 
iv, vi, 3 ; and vl, v, 4. 

Prophedee of Isaiah aceompllshed, Antiq. ziii, ill, 1. 

Prophecies of Jersmlah and Baeklel ffeoondled, Antiq. z, 
▼, 1. 

Prophedee could not agree to the events, if the worid ware 
governed by diance, Antiq. z, zi, 8. 

Prophets, excepting Banid, chiefly forotold calamities, An- 
tiq. z, zi« 7 ; how greatiy to be esteemed, viii, zv, 6. 

Prophets (fidse ones), suborned hy the Jewish tyrants. War, 

Prosencha, or houses of prayer, amoog the Jews, Lilis, 

sect 54. 
Proetttutlon of the body a most heinous crime, Antlq. Iv. 

viii, 9. ^ ' 

Providence asserted against the Epicureans, Antlq. z, zl, 7. 
Prudenoe requires us to prevent the growing power of an 

enemv, Antiq. ill, 11, 1. 
Pseudolexander, Antiq. xvli, ztt, 1, &e. ; War, 11, vU, 1, &c 
Ptolemy, the administrator of Herod's kingdom, Antlq. zvl, 

vii, 8, dta. ; e. viii, seet. 6 ; c z, sect A ; Life, seet 96. 
Ptolemy, the brother of Cleopatra poisoned by her, Antiq. 

zv, iv, 1. 
Ptolemy the brother of Nleolaas of Damaseus, Antlq. zvii, 

Iz, 3. 
Ptolemy Eplphanes, Antiq. zll, Ui, 3; he dies, clr, seet 11. 
Ptolemy, Euergetea, Phllopator, or Eupator, Antiq. zli, IU, 

3 ; e. iv, seet 1 ; Against Apion, 11, sect 3. 
Ptolemy, the son of JambUcus, Antiq. ziv, vlU, 1 ; War, I, 

iz, 3. 
Ptolen^ Lathyrus, Antiq. zitt, z, 8; War, I, iv, 8; ha is 

driven out of his klngdam, Antiq. ziii, zll, 1, Ac; he 

makes an alliance with Alezander, and breaks it, a. zll, 

sect 4 ; his bokl soldiers called Hecatontomachi, asct A; 

he defeats Al e xan de r's army, ib. ; his barhanms cmelty, 

B»tL 0. 
Ptolemy, son of Lagus, cslled Boter, obtains Egypt, after 

the death of Alerander the Great, Antiq. xii, 1 ; ' 

Jerusalem, and earrlee many Jews into Egypt, ib. 



Ptolemy Philaddphus, the second Ung of Kgypt of that 
.nee, Antiq. Ret sect 3; Antiq. di, ii, i; Agp^nsl 
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Aplon, ii, 8mL 4; he proeum « tnuuhitloB of ^e Uw of 
Mmm, by tiM MlviM of DonotrtM Pbateivs, Antfq. xU, 
II, 1, Ac; ntoavMtnaiBberof JowBfiM, Met.3; Mnda 
A kttar to JEkanr Um hifh-ptlMt. laeL 4; his libcnl 

• oblatloo a aad pnttata, locu 7« 14. 

ptolomjr PhUomolw, AnUq. zii, W. 11 ; «. r, leet. S ; zUl, 
m, 1 j AgaiMt Apkm, il, MeL C; be uU bis qnen Cle- 
cfMtm poBBiU OniM to baJU tbo tsmiito Onion, Antiq. 
zUi, tti, 2, 4co. ; ho wukm on expedition into flgnin. c. 
It, Met. Si dlieeven Alexander end Astmonias' plot 
^faer him, eeot 6 ; takei hie dnnghter firan Alexander, 
and glTei her to Demetriiu,' leet. 7 ; he might havo pat 
tvo crowns upon his head, that of Asiaand that of EgjTpt, 
Ibb ; he is wounded, and dies of his wounds, seet, 8. 

PtelsQjr, son of JCennens, Antiq. xUi, xvi, 3 ; and xir, lit, 
S ; c. xii, sect. 1 ; War, i, It, 8: e. xU, sect. 1 ; prince 
of Gbakia, Antiq. sIt, vii. 4 ; he marries Alexandra, ib. 

Ptotamy* the mudersr of Bimoa, the Maccabee, Antiq. 
xiil, idi, 4; he mudsrs John Hyroanv* aMtber, and 
brother, e. yU, aeet. 1 ; War, 1, U, 4. 

Ptolemy PIgraoott, AnUq. xit. It, 11 ; and xiU, U; Atfbmt 
AaioB, U, seeL ft. 

PtolHiiy, War, i, 1, 1. 

Pttdens eomes la a duel with Jonathan, aad is IdOed, 
War, Ti, ii, 10. 

Pnaishmont of the wieiced, n JoyiU slgbt to good men, 
Antiq. ix, Ti, «. 

Pacple robes worn by Ibe Chaldean ki^gs, Antiq. x, xi, S; 
by the Persian kings, xl, iU, 9; c vi, seot. 10 ; Joseph 
is clothed in pniple by Phaiaoh, tt, t. 7* 

Pygmallea, Idng of Tyre, Against Apion, i, sect. 18. 

Pythian, or Apollo's tempU, built by Heiod, Antiq. xvi, 

T, i 



I (UmnMhis), president of Byrla, Antiq. xx,t1, 9* 
<tiiails an nnmerons in the Aimbfan golf, and Ibll upon the 

eamp of Israel, Antiq. iii, i, 6, 13. 
Aneen of Egypt and Ethiopia, comes to king Solomon, 
itlq. Tiii, Tl, a ; she xetwms to her own country, sect. 0. 
itilUasVnru •■ -- - - - 



Quint 

>iuirt 

vriL 



Varus, president of Syria. Bee Yams. 
Qwi rin ins, or Cyxsnins, sent by Oasar to tax Byria, Antiq. 



Rabsaess (^ntemastos), Antiq. xl, Hi, ff. 

fiachel, Laban's daughter, Antiq. i, xlx, 7; iIm iteals 

away, aad eoneeals her tether's idols, seet 9, II. 
Bagau, or Beu, son of Phaleg, AnUq. I, vi, A, 
Bagmos, or Raamah, AnUq. i, Ti, 9, 
B^uel, Moees* father-tai-hiw. AnUq. iU, 111, I; his advios 

to Moses for the gOTomment of the Israelites, c It. 
Bafaab, an inn-kosp«r at Jericho, Antiq. v, i, S, 7 : her 

life saved. 
Rainbow, Antiq. 1, IU, 8. 



Ramesses, fcfaig of Egypt, Agafaist Apion, }, seet 15. 
Bnpsaesa, or Rabshaketh, captain of the Assyrian army, 

AnUq. X, i, 1 ; his speech to the people of Jerusalem, 

ioet 9. 
RatiMtts, Ung of Egypt, Agafaist Apion, i, sect 15. 
Rathynnis, or Rheum, Antiq. xi, 11, 1. 
Ratfonals, or brsast-ptate of judgment of the high-prlest, 

AnUq. iii, T, 7 ; c Till, sect ix. " 

Rawsn sent out of the ark, AnUq. 1, 111, 5. 
Reba, Ung of the Midianltes, Anttq. It, tU, 1. 
Bebeka, daugliter of Bethuel, AnUq. i, vi, 5 ; demanded 

for a wife to Isaac, c xvi, sect 1, ^o. : she bears twins, 

e. xviil, seet 1 ; imposes upon her husband, sect 6. 
Recam, or Rekem, king of the Midianltes, AnUq. iv, vUl, 1. 
Records of the Tyrians, Against Apion, I, seet 17. 
Regulos (Emilius), Antiq. xix, i, 3. 
Renoboam succeeds Solomon, AnUq. vill, vlii, 1 ; he gives 

Hie people aroughanswer, seet 9 ; ten tribes revolt from 

him, asct 3; he builds and fortiHes several towns, c. x, 

sect 1 ; he has eighteen wives, and thir^ eoncubines, 

lb.1 he dies, seotT 
Remaliah, AnUq. ix, xi, 1. 

Repeulanee cannot revoke psit crimes, Anttq. II, iv, 4. 
Ron, or Ragao, the son of Phaleg, or Pel«g, Antiq. I, vl, 

*»7. 
Revenues of CesleByria, Phcmieia, Judea, and Samaria, 

amounted to 8000 talents, AnUq. xli, iv, 4. 
Reieu, king of Syria, AnUq. ix, xli, 1, 
Reaon, Boiomoni anemy, AnUq. viii, vll, 6. 
Rhodes, relieved by Uerod, AnUq. xiv, xiv, 3. 
Riohei, gnat riches kid up In David'i monument, Antiq, 

vH, XV, S. 
Riddles, or probiens between Solomon and Hiram, Antiq. 

vlil, V, 3 ; a riddle proposed by Samson at his wedding, 
^v.^viH. «. 

Rlphath, Antfq. I, vl, 1. 
Rod of Aaron, Antiq. iv, Iv, 8. 



Ron 



I army dsaeilbed. War, ifl, v. 



i't decree in fatonr of the Jowa, Antif^ lU, 

ix, 9; and xiv, vlii, 5. 
Roxana, Herod's daughter b7 Fhcdca, Antff. xwfl. 1, 3t 

War, xxviU. 4. 
Rutarius GaUus, Antiq. vU, Iv, 3. 
Rue of prodigious nukgnitade ; War, vii, vl. 3. 
Rafas, AnUq. xvU, x, 3; War, ti. til. 4; c v, aeefc. 9. 
Rufus, (an Egyptian), takes Eleaau- ptiaener. War, tO, 

Rnfiu,* (Terentfus, or Tnmns). takas fltanon tfaa eon of 
Gioras, War, vii, ii; he U lef t wiUi an amy at Jeiwsa- 

lam after it wae taken, Ib. 
Rnmah, or Reumah, Mahor's ooncaUneb Antii. I» vl, A 
Ruth gleans hi Hoax's field, Antiq. ▼, te. 9 ; la msiiliirt tw 

Hoax, and becomes the mother of Obed, the isther of 

Jesse, seet 4. 

Sobactas, or Snbtecha, Antiq. I, vl, 9. 

Sabas, br Seba, Antiq. i. vl, 9. 

Sabathes, or Babra, Antiq. I, vl, 9. 

Sabbath-day kept very strictly by the Esans, War, B, iS, 
9 ; Sabbatii aeoording to Apion, soeallad from the Bcf- 
Uan word Sabo, Against Apion, ii, sect 9 ; BahbaibHi^T 
so superstitious^ observed by the Jews, thnt fhcy oum 
to great mlschieft thereby, AaUq. xii, vl, 9 ; W^ar. i, ni, 
3 : and U. xvi, 4; they an advised by Matthiaa to deieod 
themselves on the fiabbath-day, Antiq. xli, vi, 9 : aad ^ 
Jonathan, xiil, i, 3; allowed to npei, but not to attack 
an enen\y on that d^y, siv, H, 9; and xvifi, ix, 9; War, 
ii. xvi, 4 ; Antiodius a Jew, foroee the Jofwa to break 
the SabbaUi-di^at AnUoch, vii, iU, 3 ; Babbath-d^yspcat 
in reading the law, Antiq. xvi, ii, 4; wiheiad In, and 
ended vritii the sound of a trumpet. War, hr, ix, U; 
Jews, on the Sabbath-day, dined at (ho sixth hov, liK 
sect 54; the seditious klU the Romans on the Babbeib- 
d«y. War, U, xvii, 10; unlawfttl to tnvel far on cU 
Babbath-day* AnUq. xiil, viil, 4 ; pretended to be nnlae^ 
fttl either to make war or peace on the Babbath-dagr, War, 
tv, ii, 3; not aUoved by some even In case of 'nteemty, 
to take up arms either on the Babbath-div, or the e«H- 
ing befora. Life, sect 32. 

Sabbatic river. War, vii, v, 1. 

Babbeus, Antiq. xiii, iii, 4. 

Babbion, discovers Alexander's designs to Hoiod, Aria^ 
XV, iii, 9. 

Sabee, or Bhobach, captain of theSyriana, AnUq. vfi, vi. I. 

aaUnua, Casar's steward tai Judea, AnUq. xvif, ix, 3 ; War, 
ii, iU, 9; he accuses AroheUus, Antiq. xvii, Ix, 4; &ih 
heavy upon the Jews, c x, sect 1. 

SaUnus, one of the murderers of Calus, Antio. xix, Iv, 3; 
he kills himself, seet 6. 

Sablnos the brotiier of Vespasian, takes ths canitfll. War, 
Iv, xi, 4 ; is killed by YitelUus, ib. 

Sabinus, by birth a Syrian, a man of great imlonr. War, 
vi, i, 6. 

Sabinus (DomlUan), one of the tribunes. War, ID, vil, 34. 

Sabtah, or Babathes. Autiq. I, vi, 9. 

jiUhtorfi^^ or Sabactas, AnUq. i, vi, 9. 

Bacriflee of Abel was milk, and the flrsUlngi of ffao flock, 
AnUq. i, ii, 1 ; sacrifices wen either private or pnhlie, 
Ui, ix, 1 ; eiUier all, or part only burnt, lb. ; bow the 
former wen oflfered, ib.; how the latter, aeot 9; how 
sin-offorings wen oflbnd, seet 3 ; those cl swino fort>i4« 
den, xii, V, 4 ; of those that wen for reeovexing beakh, 
iii, ix, 4t Titus desires John not to leave off the Jowiah 
sacrifices. War, vl, 11, 1 ; daily sacriflee, Antiq. xi, 
Iv, 1 : War, I, i, I ; and vl, U, 1 ; sacrifices every day 
for Caesar's prosperity, ii, x, 4 ; Against Apion, Ii, aeek 
5; omission thereof the beginning of the Jewish war. 
War, ii, xvii, 9; ofllsringa of foreignea usoaUy reeaired 
by the Jews, sect 3; the same prohibited bv the sedi- 
tioos, sect 9 ; what parts of sacrifice wen due to tbo 
priests, Antiq. Iv, iv, 4 ; none 1>ut Jews to overlook tha 
sacrifices in the temple, xx, viil, 11 ; sacrifices not to be 
tasted tUl the oblation is over, xii, iv, 8; not to be 
brought by the bin of an harlot, iv, viil, 9; neeai-olEer- 
Ingi joined to bloody sacrifices. III, Ix, 4; not tobenbuaed 
to luxury. Against Apion, 11, seet 95; oo^ to bo ontue 
and witiiout blemish, Antiq. iU, xli, 9; of what wort 
bumt-ofrerings, e. viU, sect 10 ; animals not ofierod lA 
the eighth day after their birth, c ix, seet 4 ; vr1a« aad 
oil reeerved for sacrifices consumed by the seditions. Wax, 
V, xiii,C. 

fladduc, a Pharisee, stin up a sedltioa, Antiq. zvifl, J. I. 

Badducees deny fate, Antiq. xiii, v, 9; ore oootraiy to the 
Pharisees, e. x, sect 6 ; observe only tbo preospli of tbo 
written biw, ib. ; their opinions, Antiq. xviil, I, 3; Wnr, 
U, vUi, 14 ; have the ri^ men of their tide, Anti%. xiii. 
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aadoe, or Zftdok, hlgh-priast, Antiq. vii, li, S ; o. t» sect. 

4 ; c. z. Beet 4 ; c zi, aect 8 ; c ztv, sect. 4 ; And Till, 

i, 3; ftDdz. vili, 6. 
Badmch, or Shadrach, AnUq. zl, Iv, 9. 
BogM, or triae men among the Israelites, Antlq. Tiii, U, 5. 
SfiiAxnpsio, daughter of Uerod, nmnied to Pbaaael, Antiq. 

xvili, V, 4. 
Solathiel. Zerobabd's iktber, Antiq. zi, lU. 10. 
Salatis, Idng of Egypt, Agidnst Apion, i, sect. 14. 
Saleph, Antiq. i, vi, 4. 
Salmana, or Zalmana, captain of the Midiimites, Antiq. r, 

Salmaaaaaar, or Shatanaaezier, king of Assyria, Antiq. iz, 
zlv, 1 ; invades Syria and Phcraieia, ib. ; carries the ten 
tribes away into Media and Persia, ib. 

Salome, Antipaler's daughter, Herod's sister, Antiq. zir, 

. vii, 3 ; War, i, Tiii, 9 : charges her husband Joseph with 
adultery, Antiq. zv, iii, 9 ; and xvi, vii, 3 ; sends a bill 
of divorce to her second husband Costobarus, zv, vii, 10 ; 
envies Herod's sons and their wives, zvl, i, 2; c iii, sect. 
1, && ; jriie clears herself, ib. ; Herod forces her to be 
married U> Alezas, zvil, i, 1 ; she diaeoveis to Herod the. 
conspira<9 ef Antipater and Pheronis, c ii, sect. 4; 
War, i, zzix, 1 ; what Herod Jeft her by his wiU, Antiq. 
xvii, viii, 1 ; what Cesar gave her, c. zi, sect A. 

Salome, Herod's daughter by Elpis, Antiq. zvii, i, 3. 

Salome, gnuid -daughter of Herod the Great, and daughter 
of Herod PhiUp, by HerodMS, Antiq. zvlii. y, 4 ; she is 
married to Philip the tetrareh, and afUrwards to Aristo- 
boltts, the grond-soa of Herod, and brother of Agrippa, 
senior, ib. 

Salt, sown up<m the mlu of a demolished town, Antiq. v, 
vU, 4. 

Salt-taz, and crown-tax, remitted to the JewB by Demetrioa, 
Antiq. zlii, U, 3. 

Bamarha, Abeanerig's daughter, Antiq. zz, ii, 1. 

Samaralla, Antiq. ziv, ziU, ft ; War, i, ziU, ft. 

Samaria built, Antiq. viii, zii, ft ; whence its name was de- 
rived, ib. ; it is besieged by tlie Syrians, and wonderfully 
relieved, ix, iv, ft ; a mother there eats her own son in a 
famine, sect 4 ; is besieoed again- by Hyrcanus, suifera 
famine, is taken, and levelled with the ground, Autiq. ziii, 
z, 2, 3; War, i, ii, 7. 

Samaritans, a colony from Qutha in Persia, Antiq. iz, zlv, 
3 ; and z, iz, 7 ; pretended to be the posterity of Joseph, 
zi, viii, G ; they sometimes deny, and sometimes profess 
themselves Jews, iz, xiv, 3; and zi, viii, tf; and xii, v, 
ft ; they harass the Jews under Onias, the high-priest, c 
iv, sect 1 ; pretend to Im Sidonians, e. v, sect ft ; their 
temple npon Muunt Geriisim, xi, viii, 7 : they pollute 
ttie temple of Jerusalem, zviii, U, 9 ; they are enemies to 
the Jewe, zi, iv, 9; and zx, vi, 1 ; they dispute with the 
Jews in Egypt about their temple, ziii, iii, 4 ; they gave 
Antiochus ihe title of a god, zil, v, fib 

Sambabas, Antiq. zi, iv, 9. 

Someas, Pollio's disciple, Antiq. ziv, Iz, 3 ; and zv, i, 1 ; 
c X, sect. 4 ; his speedi Against Herod, ziv, iz, 4; ha is 
honoured by Herod, ib. 

Samgar, or Semegar, Antiq. z, viii, 9. 

Sampeigeramus, Idng of Emesa, AnUq. zviii, y, 4. 

Samson's birth, AJitiq. v, viii, 4 ; he marries a woman of 
the Philistines, sect ft ; kills a lion, ib. ; proposes a rid- 
dle at his wedding, sect 6; burns the Philisiine's corn, 
sect 7 ; he is delivered up to the Philistines, sect 8; he 
slays them with the Jaw-bone of an ass, ib. ; he carries 
tibe gate of Gaza aw^ upon his shoulders, sect. 10 ; he 
falU in love with Dttlilah, sect 11 s he is betrayed by her ; 
he is bound, and iue* eyes put out, ib. ; he puUs an house 
down upon the Philistines, and slays three thousand of 
them, sect 12. 

Samuel ia bom and consecrated to God, Antiq. y, z, 3 ; 
God calls to him, sect 4 ; he conquers the Philistines, vi, 
ii, 2 ; his sons prove very bskd Judges, c. iii, sect 2 ; hois 
offended at the people's demanding a ktaag, sect 3; lie 
tells the people the manners of a king, seet ft; c. iv, sect 
4 ; threatens Baui with the loss of his kingdom, c. vi, sect. 
2 ; anoinU David to be king, c. viii, seet. 2 ; he dies, o. 
ziiL sect ft ; is raised out of Hades, and foretells Saul's 
death, c. ziv, sect 8. 

Sanctum sanctorum, or holy of holies, Antiq. Iii, vi, 4. 

Sanhedrim at Jerusalem, Life, sect 12 ; none could be put 
to death but by the sanhedrim, Antiq. ziv, iz, & 

Saphan, or Sliapnan, the scribe, Antiq. z, iv, 1. 
Sapinnius, Antiq. zvi, viii, ftw 

Sappbon, or Zlppora, Moses's wife, Antiq. ill, iU, 1. 

SaAi, or Sarah, Abraham's wife, Antiq. i, viii, 1 ; she goes 
with him into Egypt, e. viU, sect 1 ; the king falls inlove 
with her, ib. ; her death, c. ziv, sect. 1. 
Harrtiani, their decree in favour of the Jews, Antiq. ziv, z, 

24. 
Sareas, or Seraiah, high-priest, Aatiq, x, viii, ft, & 



Sarepta, or Zarephath, its vrldow, Antiq. viii, zlU, t. 

Sarmatians invade Mysia, War, vii, Iv, 3. 

Satumins (Sentius), president of Syria, Antiq. sH, z, 8; & 
zi, sects; zvii, 1,1; ciii, seet 2; ande.y,8eet9: Wa^, 
i, zzvii, 2. 

Sathrabuzans, Antiq. zi, I, 3 ; e. iv, leet 4, 7. 

Saul, son of Kish, Antiq. vi, iv, 1 ; seeks his father^ asaes, 
and comes to Samuel, ib. ; dines with Samuel, and seventy 
other, ib. ; Samuel anoints him for king, ib. ; be Is acta* 
ally made king, sect 6 ; he promisee to assist the Oilead* 
ites, c v, sect 2 ; is inaugurated again, sec* 4; ronqners 
the Philistines, c vi, sect. 3 ; his wars and fsnilT, sect 
ft ; he makes waron theAmalekites, c. vii, seet 1 ; spares 
Agag against God's command, sect 2 ; for which Samuel 
foretells him the loss of his kingdom, sect 4; hli 
cruel order for murdering Ahimdech and the priests, e. 
zii, sect ft, &G. ; being forsaken of God, he consults with 
a necromantic woman, c. ziv, sect 2 ; his death, sect 7. 

Saul, a ringleader of the robbers, Antlq. zz. iz. 4. 

Scarus, president of Syria, War, i, yi, 3, && ; c. vii, sect 
7 ; and c viii, sect 1 ; he returns into Syria, Antiq. ziy 
ii, 3 ; he raises tiiesi^eof Jerusalem, ib. ; Us ezpedition 
into Arabiit, c. v, sect. 1. 

Seopas, general of Ptolemy's anny, defeated by Antloeinin 
the Great, Antiq. zU. iU, 1. 

Sea. The seventy iaterpreten wash their hands In the •« 
before they begin their translation, Antiq. zii, U, 12. 

Sea, divided for the IsraeUtes, Antiq. ii, zvi, L 

Seba, Antiq. i, vi, 2. 

Sebos, the son of Uios, Antiq. vii, zU, 4. 

Sects of the Jews, Antiq. ziU, v, 9; and zvlii, i, 9, te. » 
Life, sect 2 ; War, U, viii, 2, Ac 

Sededas, or Zedelciah, a Ihlse prophet Antiq. viii, zy, 4. 

Sedecias. or Zedekiah, a king of Judea, Antto. s, vii, 1. 
&C. ; revolts from the Babylonians, sect 3; calla for Jere- 
miah's advice, sect 6; is carried captive to Babylon, a 
viU, sect 2; his death, seet 7. 

Sedition among the prieets, Antiq. zz, viii, 8; sedition of 
Corah and his followers, ir, ii, 1, Ac ; of the IsraeUtee, 
Antiq. iU, ziv, 3; to queUed by Joshoa, seet 4; sedi- 
tion at Cesarea betxraen the Jews and Syrians, zz, ytfi, 
7. 

Scijanus pat to death, Antiq. zviii, vi, 8. 

Seissan, the scribe, Antiq. vii, iv, 4. 

Selene, queen of Syria, otherwise called Cleopatra, AnttOi 
zUi, zvi, 4. 

Seleucus possesses Syria after the death of Alezander the 
Great, Antiq. ztt, i; he is called Nicator (the conqueror), 
c. iii, sect 1 ; his Iwunty towards the Jews, ib. 

Seleucus Soter, or Philopater, son of Antiochus the Oreal, 
AnUq. xii, iv, 10. 

Seleucus, son of Antiodms Giypoa, Antiq. ziii, ziii, 4 ; his 
death, ib. 

Sella, or Zillah, Lamech's wife, Antiq. i, Ii. 2. 

Solium, or Shallum, Antiq. zi, ix, 1. 

Sem, or Bhem, Antiq. i, iv, 1 ; his posterity, e. vl, Met 4. 

Semegar, or Samgar, Antiq. z, viii, 2^ 

Bemei, or Shemei, the son of Gera, Antiq. vU, Iz, 4 ; e. zi, waA 
2 ; and o. zv, sect. 1 ; he is put to death by Solomon, fill, 
i, A. 

Semelius, Antiq. zi, 11, 2. 

Sempronius (Galas), son of Galas, Antlq. ziii, Iz, 2. 

Senebor, or Sheraebar, Antlq. i, iz, 1. 

Sennacherib makes war on Ueaekiah, Antiq. z, I, 1 ; bit 
death, seet ft. 

Senate of Rome's decree coneendng the Jews, Antiq. zii, 
z, 6; they renew their League with the Jews, zlv, vlil, ft| 
another decree of theirs concerning the Jsfws, o. z, sect 
19. 

Sepphoris burnt, Antiq. zvii, z, 9; taken Vj Joasphns, Life, 
sect 67* 

Seriah, high-priest, Antiq. z, viii, ft, & 

Serebcus, Antiq. xi, Iii, 10. 

Seron, general of the army of Ccelesyria, Antiq. zU, vii, 1. 

Serpent deprived both of speech and feet, Antlq. I, I, 4. 

Serug, Antiq. I, vi, ft. « 

Serviitts (PubUus), his letter to the Milesians in fityoar of 
the Jews, AnUq. ziv, z, 21. 

Sesae. See Shisak. 

Beth, son of Adam, Antlq. I, II, 3; Us postssttgr's pUlan in 
the land of Slriad, fb. 

Sethon, king of Egypt, Against Apion, I, seet 26. 
Sethosis, or Sesostris, king of Egypt, Agslnst Apka, 1, 

sect 1ft. 
Seventh day. See Sabbath. 

Seventy-two Interpreters sent by Bleasar, tha high-prieet, 
with the books of the bw, Antiq. zU, ii, 10 ; their arrival 
at Alezandria, ib. ; th^ bring with them the law written 
npon parchment in golden letters, ib. ; they wash In the sea 
before they fall to their work, sect 12 ; they flnlsh the 
translation in seventy-two da^'s, ibb 
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Beztut Caaar, pretident of Syria, Antiq. xIt, tx, 2, 4 ; War, 

I, X, 7« Jko* ; b0 is slain by Cadlius Bassos, c. zl, sect. 1. 
ShadzMh, Anfeiq. x, x, I. 
ShaUom, Antiq. ix, ix, 1. 
ghalinaiiwMir. See Salnuu 
Auunegar, son of Anath, luoeeeds Ehud as Jndge, Antiq. 

▼. Iv, 3. 
Bhareaer, Antiq. z, i, & 
fihete, 'Antiq. i, yI, i. 

Bheehom, the plaos of Joshua's habitation, Antiq. v, i, 19, 2& 
Bheebemites meet Alexander tlie Qreat, Antiq, xi, viii, 6 ; 

their Idndred with Raguel, Ifoees' father-in-law, ri, Tii, 3. 
Shekel, a ooio equal to four Attic drachnue, .Antiq. iii,' 

Tiii, S. 
8hem, Antiq. i, !▼. I ; his posterity, e. vt, seet 4. 
Bhemeber, kbg of Zeboim, Antiq. i, ix, 1. 
Shield oovered the left ^ye in war, Antiq. vt, t, 1. 
Shield, a token of league between the Jews and Romans, 

Antiq. xiv, vUl, ft. 
Shimei, son of Oera, Antiq. Yii, Ix, '4; e. zl, sect S; c. 

xvii, seek 1 ; put to death by SoLonon, viii, i, A. 
Ships sent to Pontus and .Thnoe under Ahaslah, son of 

Ahab, AnUq. il, i, 4. 
Shhhak, or Sesac, king of Egypt, intiq. vil, t. 8 ; and Tiii, 

Tii, 8; e. X, sect. 3. 
BIhas, or Zibah, Antiq. tU, t, 5 ; e. ix, sect. 3 ; Sanl'h flraad- 

man, e. zi, sect. 3. 
Bibbechai, the HttUte. Antiq. tI, zfl, 2. 
Slcarii, or banditti, flee to Alexandria, War, tII, z, 1 ; can- 
not be forced to own Casar for their lord, ib. 
Blehon, or Sihon, Idng of the Amorites, conqHered, AnUq. 

iT, T, 1, &c. 
BIdon, Antiq. i, Ti, 2. 
Signs al^peaiing before the destmetloa -of Jerusalem, War, 

Ti,T, 3. 

Sihutus, president of Syria, Antiq. ztIU, U, 4. 

Silas, goTemor of Tiberias, Life, sect 17» ftS. 

Silas, tyxaat of Lysias, Antiq. xir, iii, 9. 

Silas, an attendant on king Agriraa, senior, in his adrer- 
sities, Antiq. zriii, t1, 7 i and xix, Tii, 1 ; he beeomes 

. tiotthlesome to the king, ib. : he Is killed, e. riU, sect. 3. 

SQus, a Babylonian, War, U. xix, 2; and iU, U, 4. 

Silo, the Roman captain, Antiq. xIt, xz, I— ft. 

Silo, or Shiloh, a town where the tabemade was fixed, 
Antiq. V, i. 19, 20. 

SilTa (Flavins) governor of Judea, War, tU, tUI, 1 ; he be- 
sieges Masada, seet. 2, ft. 

Silver, of little value in the days of Solomon, Antiq. viii, 

Tii, 2. 

Simeon, son of Gamaliel, War, iv, iii, 9. 

Simon, son of Bothus, made high-priest, Antiq. xv, Iz, 3; 

his daughter married to Herod, ib. ; ke is deprived, zvii, 

iv, 2. 
Simon, son of Camithi, made high-priest, Antiq. zviii, ii, 2. 
Simon, son of Boethus, sumamed Oantheras, made high- 

priesi, Antiq. zix, vi, 2 ; he is deprived, sect. 4. 
Simon, son of Gatblas, War, iv, iv, 2. 
Simon the Just, Bleazar's brother, high-priest, Antiq. xii, 

U, 4; civ. sect 1. 
Simon, son of Onias the high-priest, dies, Antiq. xil, iv, 10. 
Simon, the Kssen, a prophet, Antiq. xvii, xUi, 3. 
Simon, son of Oions, War, ii, xix, 2; andiv, ix, 3; fights 

with the Zealots, iv, ix, ft ; conquers Idumea, sect. 7 ; is 

made prisoner, and reserved for the triumph. War, vU, 

2 ; is put to death at the triumph, c. v, sect. 6. 
Simon, brother of Judas and Jonathan, the Maccabees, 

beau the enemy in Oalilee, Antiq. xii, viii, 2; is made 

captain of the Jews, c z, sect. ; he makes a speech to 

them, ziii, vi, 3; is made their prince, sect. 3, 4; is made 
. high-priest, sect 6 ; War, i, 11, 2 { is killed by Ptolemy 

his son-in-law, sect. 3. 
Simon, son of Arinus, War, v, tI, 1. 
Simon, son of Dositheus, Antiq. ziii, ix, 2. 
Simon, captain of the Idameans at Jerusalem, War, iv, 

iv, 4. 
Simon, a lifeguard man to Josephns, Life, sect 28. 
Simon, of Jerusalem, Antiq. xix, vii, 4. 
Simon, a magician, Antiq. xx, vii, 2. 
Simon, a Pharisee, Life, sect 38. 
Simon Psallus, Josephus grandiiather. Life, seet. 1. 
Sbnon, a servant of Uerod, assumes the crown, Antiq. xvii, 

z, «. 
" n, son of Saul, War, U, zviU, 4. 



I pMSuades the people to exclude Agrippa Arom the 

temple, Antlq. six, vii, 4. 
Sbaonides Agrippa, Josephns* son. Life, sect 76* 
Biphar, the Amonita, Antiq. vii, ix, 8. 
SUera, oppresses the Isxaehtes, Antiq. v, v, 1 ; is killod by 

Jael, seet 4. 
SIslnes, Antiq. xi, i, 3 ; governor of Syria and Phoenicia, 

c. iv, seet. 4, 7. 



SUughter, the greatest that ever was in one battle, Astlq. 

Sodomites and their associates, conquered hj the Assyiistts, 
AnUq. i, ix. 

Sodomites so wicked, that they are buznt with fire fhnn 
heaven, Antiq. i, xi. 

Sohemus, tetrarch, Antiq. zril, iiU S; Life, sect 11. 

Sohemus, king of Emesa, succeeds his brodter A«*«x nv, An- 
tiq. XX, vUi, 4; War, vii, vU. 1. 

Sohemus of Iturea, Antiq. xv, vi, 5 ; betrays Herod's secret 
order for lulling Mariamue, c: vii, seet 1 ; la put todeath 
by Herod, sect 4.i 

Solomon, son of David, Antiq. vii, ill, 3 : promiaed to David, 
c iv, sect 4 ; bom, c. vii, sect. 4 ; anointed and pro- 
claimed king, c xiv, seet ft ; anointed and prodaimed 
a second time, sect. 11; marpes Pharaoh'^ dan^bter. 
Antiq. viiT, Ii, 1 ; determines the case of two harlots, sees. 
2 ; his power, grandeur, and wisdom, aeet 3, Ac ; Urn 
books he wrote, sect ft ; his letter to Hiram, fcu^ d 
Tyre, sect 6 ; he builds the temple, sect 9 ; and c iz, 
his addresses to God and the people after it was boflt, c 
It, seet 2, See. ; heoflTers abundance of sacrifiees, aeet 4; 
he bollds himself a royal palace, c. v, sect 1, &c. ; solvta 
the problems proposed by the king of Tyre, aeet 3 ; Dius 
says Solomon could not solve them all, lb. ; be foctifiei 
Jerusalem, and builds several towns, c vl, sect 1 ; hyi 
a tax on the remaining Canaanites, sect 3; fltaoataflak, 
sect 4 ; his great riches, c. vii, sect 2 ; his inmioatr^.- 
love of women, seet ft ; his death, sect 8. 

Solymse, or Salem, the old name of Jerusalem, Antiq. m, 
ill, 2. 

Sophonius, orZephanlah, the second priest, Antiq. x, T3i,5. 

Sosibius, of Tarentum, Antiq. xii, ii, 2. 

Soaius a Roman captain in Judea, Antiq. zit, zt. 9 ; c 
zvi, sect 1; Joins with Herod against Ant^gonus, iK; 
War, i, zvli, 2; he takes Antigonos prisoner, and cani«a 
him to Anthony, Antiq. xiv, xvi, 4 ; War, 1, zviH, S, X 

Souls of heroes, slain in war, supposed to be pbwed amoM 
the stars, War. vi, i, ft. 

Speech of Herod to his army, Antiq. xv, t, 3 ; to tlie pse- 
ple, e. zi, sect 1 ; speech of Moses to Comh aad the 
people, iv, ii, 4, Ac. ; to the people before hie dealb, c 
vlil, sect. 1. 

Spies sent by Moees, to view the land of Canaan. Asti^. 
iii, xiv, 1, &C.; by Joshua to Jericho, ▼, i, 1 ; Ihq 
bring back a faithful account, sect 2. 

Spoils of barbarians reposited in Herod's teinpfe, Aasi|. 
XV, xi, 3. 

Spoils in war to be equally dlrided between tfaoee that fij^ 
and those that guard the baggage, Antlq. vi, ziv, €L 

Stars, supposed to have their virtue from the son aadmoda. 
Antiq. ii, ii, 3. 

Stechus, AnUq. zviii, ri, 7. 

Stephanus, Caesar's servant, Antiq. zz, t, 4 ; War, ii, zi], 2. 

Sterility of the country is one of the punishments for the 
king's doing lU, AnUq. vii, iv, 4. 

Stmtton tyrannizes over Beraa, Antiq. xiii, xiv, 9L 

Subjectt follow the manners of their princes, Antiq. viii. 
z, 2. 

Sumober, or Shemeber, king of Zeboim, Antiq. I, Iz, 1. 

Supplicants in Syria, used to come with an baiter abont 
their heads, Antiq. viii, xiv, 4. 

Sur, or Zur, a king of the Midiaaltcs, Antiq. It, tU, 1. 

Sylla, a captain of king Agrippa's life-guards. Life, aecc 71. 

Sylleus, an Arabian, first minister to Idng Obodoa, Antiq. 
xri, rii, 6 ; War, i, xxiv, C ; c xxvii, sect 1 ; he goes to 
Rome, xri, ix, 2 ; accuses Herod before Angustoa. seet 
3; demands Salome in marriage, cvii, seet 6; iarefoaed, 
because he would not turn Jew, ib. ; is charged irith seve- 
ral murders, xvii, Ui, 2: War, 1. x, ix, 3; Is aoeosed be- 
fore Augustus by Nicholaus of Daaaaaeus, Aatiq. xvi, x« 
8 , reteiTed sentence of death, sect 9. 

Synedrion, or Sanhedrim. See Sanhedrim. 

Syrian commodities, Antiq. 11, iii, 3. 

Syrians* haired to the Jews, War, i, It, 3. 

A Syrian king of Mesopotamia, Antiq. Tii. ri, 1. 

Tabemalce built, Antiq. iii, ri, 1 ; its description, aeeL S; 
Its purification, c. viii, sect 3. 

Feast of Tabernacles, a great festival of the Jews, Aatki. 
Till, It, 1 ; and xv, iU, 3; celebrated in war by the Iwv* 
of king Antiochus, xiii, viii, 2 ; celebrated for fourte«a 
days upon the dedication of Solomonlstem]^, viii, iv, 5: 
Jews then carry boughs with l^it, whereby Alexandtf 
the high-priest was pelted, xiii, xiU, ft ; Jews then fbi«4 
taberuades in the temple. War, ri, v, 3 ; it is oelohcai«d 
after the Babylonian captirity, Antiq. xi, iv, 1 ; c. ▼, sect. 

TaUe (of shew bread) golden, made by Ptdlei«y. Aatiq. xH, 

11. 7, &C. ; witii his cups, and vials, sect 9. 
Table, Delphic, Antiq. iii, ri, 7* 
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Table In the conit of tbe prleeti, Antiq. ill, Ti, 7- 

Tachas, Antiq. i, rl, 5, 

Tanganas, Antlq. zl. It, 9. 

Tartan, a captain of the Aasyrians, Antiq. z, i, 1. 

Tears, natural signs of great Joy or sorrow, Antlq. zU, zll, 

ii. 10. 
Teba, Antiq. 1, vi, 5. 
Temple buUt upon Mount Oerixzini, Antiq. z, iriii, 7; mm 

ziii, iii. 4 ; like to that at Jerusalem, xi, Tiii. 1. 
Temple built by Herod near Paneas, in honour of Augustus, 

AnUq. XT, z, 3: War, 1, xxi, 3. 
Temple of the golden calf. War, It, !, 1. 
Temples in Bgypt, many and different, Antiq. zlii, iii, 1. 
Temples of the Canaanltes were to be demolished, Antiq. It, 

viii. 2. 
Temples of foreign nations not to be plundered, nor fbeir 

donations taken away, Antiq. It, tUI, 10. 
Temple of Hercules and Astarte, at Tyre, Antiq. TiU, t, 8. 
Temple of Demua and the Gsaoes at Athena, Antiq. ziT, 

Tiii, A. 

Temple of Belus, at Babylon, Antiq. z, iz, 1. 

Temple buUt by Herod at Samaria. Antiq. zt, tIU, 5. 

Temple (Herodt) at Jemsatem described, Antiq. zr, iz, 3, 
5. 

Temple Onion in Egypt, built like that at Jerusalem, An- 
tiq. zii, z, 7 ; and ziU, iii, i, 3 ; & z. sect 4 ; and xz, z. 

Temple of Diana, at Elemais, Antiq. zii, ix, 1 ; of Dagon, 
at Ashdod or Azotus, ziii. It, 4 ; of Apollo, at Gaza, e. 
xiii, sect. 3. 

Temple of Jerusalem rebuilt by Zorababel, Antiq. .zi, i, e. 
It, sect. 3, Ac. ; xz, z; the Jews hindered in building it, 
zi, 2; they go on by order of Darius, c i¥, sect. 1, ^c ; 
it is finished in seven years, secL 7; tixty cubits lower 
than Solomon's temple, zt, zi, 1 ; it is plundered by An- 
tiochus Epiphanes. sii, t, 4 ; taken by Pompey, and its 
most holy place seen by him, but without detriment 
thereto, xIt, It, 4 ; War, i. Tii, 6 ; new buUt by Herod, 
Antiq. XT, xi, 3 ; burnt by Titus, War, vi, iv, ff, dec. ; 
Titus goes into the most holy place, sect 7< 

Temple of Solomon described, AnUq. tIU, Ul, 2, &c. ; dedi- 
cated by Solomon, sect. 4 ; foreign could go but to a 
certain partition wall in Herod's temple, zt, zi, ff ; wo- 
men excluded the two inner courts, ib. ; open to Sunari- 
tans and other nations for prayer, zi. It, 8 ; DaTid's ar- 
moury in the temple, ix, tU, S: tax out of the temple 
treasure remitted by Demetrius, xiii, ii, 3 ; Daniel's pro- 
phecy of Antiochus' profanation of the temple fulfilled, zii, 
Tii, 6. 

Tephetus of Garsis, War, t, zi, ft. 
Terah, Abraham's father, Antiq. i, ti, 5. 

Teribinth, or turpentine tree, near Hebron, supposed aa old 
as the world. War, It, ix, 7. 

Terentius. or Tumus Rufus, War, vil, iL 



Teresh, Antiq. xi, vi, 4. 
~ orTiridi 



Antiq.zz, iii, 8; 



Teridates, or Tiridates, Idng of 

War, Til, Til, 7. 
Tero, an old soldier, Antiq. ztI, iz, 4, &c. ; W^ar, i, zztU, 

4, Ace. ; chaiged with treason by Tiypho, Herod's barber, 

sect 5. 
Tethmosis, or Thumosis, king of Egypt, Agaiut Apion, 1, 

14, Ifi, 26. 
Tetrarchies, Antlq. ziii. It, 9. ' 

Thamar, Davidi daughter, Antlq. vii, Iii, 8. 
Thamar, Absalom's daughter, martiedtoRdioboam, Antiq. 
. vii, X, 3. 

Thaumastus, Antlq xvili, tI, 6. 
Theatres erected at Jerusalem, by Herod, Antlq. zt, tIU, 

] ; War, I, zxi, 8 i at Cesarea, AnUq. xr, Iz, & 
Theft, how punished by the law of Mosea, Antiq. It, viii, 

27, &C. 
Themaosina, Antiq. xUi, iii, 4. 
Tbeodorus, son of Zeno, Antiq. zUI, ziii, 3; War, i. It, 

2. 
Theodoslus, Antiq. xiU, iii, 4. 
Tfaeophilus, son of Ananus, deprived of the hij^-prieefhood, 

Antiq. xix, Ti, 2. 
Theophilus, brother of Jonathan, made high* priest, Antiq. 

ZViiI,T,3. 

Thermus, a Ro m an amb assador. Against Anion, 11, sect ft. 
Thermusa, Phraataoes's concubine, and tiaen wifs, Antiq. 

xviii. U, 4. 
Theud&w, sm impostor, Antiq. zz, t, 1. 
Theudion, brother of Doris, Antipater's nurthar, Antlq. zvU, 

It. 2. 
Thobel, or Tubal Cafai, Antiq. i, U, 1. 
Tholomy, son of Sohemus, Antiq. zIt, tIU, 1. 
Tbumoais, or Tethmosis, king of Egypt, Agalaat Apion, 1, 

sect. 14, 1ft, 96. 
Thzygammes, or Togarmab, Antiq. f, vl, 1. 
Tiberius Alezander, procurator of Judea, Antiq. zz, t, 2. 
Tiberins Alexander, governor of Alexandria, War, ii, zvill. 



7 ; and ▼, f, 6; he brings Bgypt over to Vespaiiaa, Ir, x, 

6. 
Tiberins the emperor, Antlq. zvfii, 11, 4; War, Ii, Iz, 9, ft} 

his dilatory proceedings, Antlq. zviii, vi, ft; tis skiU in 

astrology, sect. 9 ; his prognostto of a nuoessor, lb. ; hit 

death, IL 
Tibni, Antiq. tIU, zii, ft. 
Tidal, Antiq. I, Ix. 

Tlglathpileser, king of Assyria, Antlq. Iz, zi, % 
Tigranes, king of Armenia, Antiq. ziii, ztI, 4 ; and zt, h, 

3; and xtIU, t, 4 ; War, i, t, 3; c. xxtIU, sect 1. 
Tigranes, son of Alezander and Glaphym, Antiq. zvlil, r, 

TImaus, Ung of Egypt, Against Apion, t, iaek. 14. 

Timidiua, Antiq. xix. i, ft. 

Timius, a Cypriot, Antiq. xtIU, z, 4. 

TlmoUieus, Antiq. zii, TiU, 1, 3 ; he is put to il%ht by Ja« 
das, sect. 4. 

Tiras, Antiq. I, vi, 1. 

Tiridates, king of Armenia, Antiq. zz. Ill, & 

Tithes and first fruits, given to the Levites, Antiq. It. It, 
3 ; their tithes or tenth parts glTon to the priests, sect. 4 ; 
this hiw restored by Heaekiah, Ix, xfil, 81 

Titiua, president of Syria, Antiq. xvi, vlU, 9. 

Titus Caesar, son of Vespasian, sent to Alexandria, War, 
111, I, 3; he brings a great number of troops to YespAsian, 
c iv, sect. 2 ; his piety towards his father, c. vii, sect. 22 ; 
he and Vespasian taice Jotapata, sect. 31 ; his mildnesa 
to Josephus, c. viii, sect 8, 9 : he is sent against Tari- 
chese, c x, sect. 1 ; his Talour in this expedition, sect. 8 ; 
his speech to the soldiers, sect. 4 ; he takes Tarichea^ 
sect ft ; he is sent to Rome, with king Agrippa, to com* 
pliment Galba, It, Ix, 2; the order of his army, t, Ii, 1 ; 
he arriTes at Jerusalem, and is exposed to great danger, 
secL 1, 2 ; his great Talour, sect. 2, ft ; his great oonoera 
to save Jerusalem, c ix. sect. 2; and the temple, vi, II, 
4 ; e. It. sect. 3 ; his speech to his soldiers, e. i, sect. ft$ 
he reoelTes aeolamations from the army, c tI, sect 1 ; hi« 
speeches to the Jewish tyrants, sect 2; he ascribes tha 
conquest of tbe dty to God, c Is, sect. 1 ; he thanks tha 
army and distributes rewards, vii, ii, 3; oelebimtes his fa- 
ther's and brotiierli birth-days, c. Ul, sect 1 ; is greatly 
moved at the sight of the ruins of Jerusalem, e> v.^sect 
2; he makes greatshows, c v, sect 1 ; comes to Antioch, 
sect 2; and to Rome, sect 3; what persons he carried 
with him for the triumph, ib. ; his approbotion of Jose- 
phus* history. Life, sect 6ft ; his generosity to Josephus, 
sect 7ft' 

Tobias' sons expelled Jerusalem, War, I, I, S. 

Togarmah, Antiq. i, tI, 1. 

Toparchies (three) or prefectures, added to Judea, Antiq. 
xlil. It, 9. 

Tower of liabel, and the Sibyl's testimony coneeming it, 
Antiq. I, It. 

Tiachonites rebel, Antiq. xvi, Iz, 1. 

Traditions, of the Pharisees, unwritten, Antiq. viii, z, 6. 

TnOaa. captain of the tenth legion. War, ill, vii, 31. 

Translation of the law made by seventy-two elders, Antiq. 
zii, U, 12; Against Apion, U, sect. 4. 

Treasure (secret) Inpt in the temple by some of the priests, 
Antiq. zi. v, 2. 

Tribes of Israel, and their portions of land determined by 
lot, Antiq. T, I, 22. 

Tribute paid out of Judea to Antiochus Plus, Antiq. zlii, 

. Till, 3 i great mm &rm such tributes, zii. It, 3 ; poll- 
money paid the kings of Svria by the Jews, ziii, 11, 3 ; 
ten thousand drachnuB paid out of the temple to them, 
lb. s three hundred talents paid by Jonathan to Demetrius 
for tribute, o. It, sect 9 ; Jews fre4d from paying such 
tribute by Simon the Maccabee, c. vl, sect 6 ; high-priests 
need to pay twenty talents tribute to the kings of Egypt, 

' out of their own revenues, zii, It, 1 ; poll-money and 
crown -taz, &&, forgiven the principal orders of the Jews 
by Antiochus the Great, c iii, sect. ft. 

Triumphal gate at Rome, War, vii, v, 4. 

Triumphal pomp described. War, Til, t, 4, ft, 4m. 

Trophies give offence to the Jews, Antiq. zv, viU, L 

Trumpet, its Invention and form, Antiq. ill, zll, 8. 

Truth and Justice complataied to be gone out of the wocid, 
Antiq. zvl, zl, 4. 

T'Uth and aocuraoy to be observed by an historian, Antlq. 
ziv, I, 1 ; observed aeconUngly by Josephus, Life, sect 
65. 

Tiypho the tyrant, brings young Antiochus back to Syria, 
Antiq. ziii, t, 3; his perfidious behaviour to the same 
Antiochus, e. vl, sect 1 ; he draws Jonathan into a snare, 
sect 1,2; he makes an irruption into Judea, sect 4 ; 
impoees upon Simon, ib.; kills Jonathan, sect ft; he 
causes Antiodius, whose guardian he ins, to be killed, c 
vii, sect 1 ; he to made king by the army, lb.; iMlsldlled 
at Apamia, sectr2. 
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Tmilao, ktef Harod'» bHkar» iUtiq. rA^\x,9^he,i War, 

T, xxvU. *. 
TzyplM, kioe PMraij'k d«Ali«, Antlq. sU, te, 9. 
Tntal-OBta. AntUi. 1. U» 2. 
Tynumlns Priaew. Wu, iS. zU. 4. 
Tynuiniu. deposition agiilnat Alexander, Antiq. zrl, s, 9 { 

War. i, zxvi, 3. 
Tjne. when bnUt, Antiq. YiU, iii, 1. 
Tyxe, oppieiiwl by Mariea, Aatihi. air, zU, I. 
Tyre, M^ad ae?ea nuntbs by Akiaader the Oieat, Aail^ 

»i. vlU. 4. 
Tyre, ttM aaiM of a eaitle bnittby Hyzoniu. Antiq, zttrlv* 

11. 
Tyriaai, tkiir fod Baal. Antiq. iz. t1, 6; their aodeni ze- 

oonto, Ai^st Aplon. i. sect. 17 ; they beat the AaqFxiaae 

•t aea. Antiq. iz. xiv, S ; their temple ef Jupiter Olympiuib 

TiU.y, Ss i>piiirtiApion, t, aect. 18; of BarBoliu, Sb. s ef 

Aatarte, ib. 

Valerian, a decadon. War, iii. iz, 7* _ 

Valeilua Oiatua, procurator of Judea» Antiq^ xviM, ill, S. 

Yalerivi Atiatieoe* Antiq. ziz, i, 14» a& 

Varo, president of Qyiia. Antiq. zv. z, 1. 

Varus (auintilias) weeident of Syria, Antiq. vA^ v, S, 6 ; 

c iz. Met. 3; Ufe, seet U ; War, f. zzzi, 5; and tt. iii. 

1 ; he oomeB tosueoour Babiana, Antiq. z¥U« z,. 9; War, 

ii, T, 1 ; he punishes the m uti aee re , Antiq. zvii» z, i, 9, 

lA. 
Vaafati^ with of ktaig ArtazerzM, AnUq. zl, tI, L 
Vatinius, Anttq. ziz, i. 13. 
Veils ef the tabernacle, Antiq. iii, iril, 7> 
Ventldlns Baesua, bribed by Antigonas, Antiq. zIt» zLt, C ; 
~ ■ s, War,i,xv,«j 



c ZT. seek 1 ; sent to repel the Parlhians, 
he UUe FMwna in battle, aaddeftauthe 



Parthiana, An* 



tiq. air, zr, 7< 

Venuuu»» Aati^sU,. lU, 4. , ^ 

Vespasian and Titus' geDesealty towards the Jewa, Antiq. 

zii, ill, a; his wars Id. Judea, War» book iii* aod iv, at 



War (hiws of) amcns the J«wb» Antiq. ir» tUI, 41, &«.{ 

Against Aplon. il, sect 30. 

War (Jewish) whenoe b«gnn, Wax, ii, zlfi ; c ziT» mdL 4 ; 
e. ZT, seet. A l c zrii, sect. 1, ftc 

Water of Bethtehem, olbced to God by DaiSd» AaO^ vii, 
zii, 4. 

Water (saa). See sea. 

Witch, oraecramaiOia woman of Eador,eoBfiocta8aBl, Aati^ 
Ti, ziv. 3 ; her euloglwm, seet. 4. 

Womeat power, Antiq. zi» m^ 6; their eonlBC t& pr»> 
Tenting aocnsations, U, v. 5 ; their dzesa forbUdem omu. 
It, TiU, 43; foreign women not to be meddled wtth bgp 
Jews, ztt. iT, 6; when diToroed, cannot many another 
without their fonner husband'a ooosent, xr, Tfi, 10; Per- 
sian women, or wiTes, not to be seen by staagna, z, Ti, 
1 ; aai allowed to be witaesaes. It, Tili« IS. 



m, the Byro-Maeedonian aaaeeor the JewUh mmA 

Nisaa, Antiq. i. Hi. 3 ; and so eleewhere. 
Xerzes snooeedi Darius, Antiq. zl, t, 1 ; his latter t» Bbd, 

ib. 
Xylophoria, a Jewish fssthnl, Trtien ttmf carried voed » 

the tempU for the flMriAeee, War, 11. zril, & 



Tear, two beginnings of Jewiah yeaca, Antiq. 1, 1, 3^ 
Year (Oieat), a period of aU haadiai 
l.iil.». 



Zhbdid, a prince of the Andrfaaa, Antta. zS, It. gL 
Zabidne, m Idomean, Against Apien, U. eeel. 10. 
Zachariah, Uag of laraal. Antiq. iz, z« 3; his death, e. ai. 



Zacfaariah, aoa of Jebolada, aprephel, taatoned. Aialiq. Iz, 

TiU. 3. 
Zaehariah the prophet. AaHq. zi. It. flk 7* 
I Zaehoriaa. aoa of Barudi, War, It, t, 4 ; ha Ib navdmid 

. i. z, 1 ; aad en piety towards Qod. Antiq. zii, ril, L. ^mi ^^ jumm^ b, 

Vlndez rabels acplnat Nero, War, It. tIU. 1. wSll^ '^tuAt^ Mrii .Hki^ Antte «iL »• <> ir ..»4l j. i- 

Vine (golden) ZutMd'a temple, Antiq. zr, ziil, 3; another i ^"^f^^lf^f^^ tJi ^['3 

■*»< to Rome, ziv. lii» 1. _ LdT'Tiii \ 9ML 9, c lir, wacL €, mxM yS, I, 3, 

2Salmnnna, a captain of the Htdinltas, Antiq. t, tI, 5. 
Zamaria. a Babylonian Jew. Antiq. zrii^ H, 3. 
*«„H. *'. «. - » "-. -. .'. ^^^» 0' ft«P^. «» "i^^ haWtatleo. Aoiiq. tS. 

."a^tirAT^irsjiS;^ I ^ta^ r"j^;«Vi*'^ "•' -. it. ^ct. *.*.;. . 

oyTitariua to enter into an alliano. with Artabanna. a | :sS^J*^'^^;Sin'^^^ mi^ie,. Anil,, t. Ti. A 

ViSL*pjJiJS;lnti*ziz.Tl.3. ^ ^ ' ''iSSS^e ai^iiiS^'a^^i^^ 

Ummidiea (Qnadiatua). president of Syria, Antlo, zz. Ti, J. ; J^ ?^f!^i2S^J!^ to aSISf ^^S^t!^ 

Unezpected raita the meet ahoddng, Antiq, t, U. 3. | ?«*-.«L*»« *» !»^!P^ ^P**^ ^ Babylon, e. Till, aeo. S; 
Unleavened breaA. See Paisover. 



Vinicius (llareua) Antiq, xlz. L, 14. 
Virtue, ita own reward. Antiq. W, tUI, S. 
Virtuea (loyal) Anti^ vii. zv, 2. 



Vitelliua. praaident o7 Syria. AnUq. zv, zi. 4 ; War, vS, It, 

' highly traated by tlie Jews, Antiq. zriii. Iii. 3; 

c T, aecL 3i his expedition agaiuatAretas, ib.; la ordered 



2;heiBbighlT 



fab 



Voice heard in the temple. War. tI, v, S. 



Zebfaia (Alexander), king ot BtHb, Ib 
ochua Giypo>> Md diea, Antiq. zlii, iz, 3. 



hj Aatt- 



Vologaeea. king ef Partiia, Antiq, xx, Iv. »; War.Tii.T.2| ^r^'" "2? t'^M^T' 
rBr:eet.3;hedeclnraawuragain.tIzatea.Antlq,«^ 12?.' i^-citj2i,'-ty«mt of KOlad-phta. A-IK. zl^ 

Tii, L 



It, 8. 



Volumniua. procurator of Syria, Antiq. zrl, Iz, 1 ; a zi, 

aaei.3i War. i.zzTii,i,S. 
VoDonea. Antiq. zviii. ii, 4. . ^ , _.^. 

Vow of Jephtha to aacrUloe hii dau^ilar, neither hkwftal nor 

aooeptable to God, Antiq. t, vii, 10. 
Urea, Antiq. tIU, U, 3. 
Uriah alaln, Antiq. rii, rii, L 
Uriaa, higk-prieat. Antiq. z, viii, & 
Ua. Antiq C ri, 4. «. ^ . _,, . 

Uaxah, smitten fay God for tonchinit the aik, Antiq. tu, 1t» 

Uzzlah, or Azariahklngof Judah, Anti^ Iz, zl, 3; hiiaets 
aad encomium, e. iz, aaet. 3; hebunaineenaeinthetemr 
pie, aect. 4; he U amttten with the lapioay for naiuping 
the priestli oflUse, ib. 

War not b^ua with foreign nationa tmambaaaadoft ara Mat, 
' Antiq. It, tIU, 41 ; and t, 11, 9. 



Zonodoiafl, Antl^ zr, z. 1, ftc; ; Wkr, f, zx, iv ; 

Antiq. ZT. x. a 
Zerah. an Etiiiopiaa Ung, Antiq. tUI, zU, 1 

Aaa, sect. 1, 2. 
Zeruiah, Antiq. tI, zHl, a 
Zuxia, Antiq. zU. lU, 4. 
ZIba. 8anl*b fkeed-man. Antiq. tU, t. 8. 
ZiUah, Lameeh'a wife. Antiq. i, ii, 8. 
Zimri. prince of tiieSimeonitea, Antiq. It.tI, it 

againat Hoeea, aect. II. 
Zimri kills Elah, Antiq. rili. zli. 4, 5; hia death, lb. 
Zipporah. Moaea' wife, Antiq. iU. U, I. 
Zizaa, an Atabian, Antiq. ziU zlr, 3. 
Zoba. (king of). Antiq. rii. vi. 1. 
ZoUua. a tyrant, Antiq. zW, xii, 2. 
Zorobabel, Antiq. xi, i, 3; & iii, sect. 1. Ac. 
Znr. king of the MMianitee, Antiq. It. tU, I. 
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